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THE GREAT SYSTEM OF THE UNIVERSE 

the administrator, director, 
conductor of the Universe

that great, benevolent, and all-
wise Being, who directs all the 

movements of nature

Imaginary Beings, Directors, and Observers

Human Behaviour in Societynatural sociability

self-interest

association with others

self-betterment

seek approbiation of others

avoid dis-approbiation of others

fascination of greatness

deference to high rank

natural disposition to respect authority

the man within the breast, the 
impartial observer, the partial 

observer

cooperation with others

division of labour

“truck & barter” (exchange/trade)

unintended consequences - 
invisible hand

the love of domination and 
authority over others
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The Types of “Men” in Society

approved by AS

dissaproved by AS

others
the man of rank 
and distinction

the man of spirit 
and ambition

the man of inferior rank

the humbled and
 afflicted man

the monied man

the trades man

the man of a considerable estate

the man of 
reflection

the wise man

the virtuous man

the worthy man

the humane man

the prudent man

the just man

the man of system

the ambitious man

the party man

the vain man

the rapacious man

the political speculator

unproductive hands

unintended consequences - 
invisible hand

the Statesman

SYSTEMS
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Natural Jurisprudence

Mercantilist System

Slave System

Natural Rights
rights man 
qua man

right to life

right to one’s 
own body

right to engage 
in free trade

the right to live with
 the person of one's 

choice
property in 

one’s 
own labour

Systems of Preference & Restraint

System of Postive LawSystem of Natural Jurisprudence 

rules of natural justice

THE GREAT SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENTTHE SYSTEM OF NATURAL LIBERTY 

SYSTEMS

THE GREAT SYSTEM OF THE UNIVERSE 

The Natural System of Perfect 
Liberty & Justice

THE SYSTEM OF NATURAL LIBERTY 

Limited Government

national defence

protect rights of citizens

public works

THE GREAT SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

natural liberty
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Ranks, Orders, and Station

property in 
one’s 

own labour

THE GREAT SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

Wheels and Springs of the Political Machine

fascination of/with greatness

the love of domination 
and authority over others

each rank has its own “powers, 
privileges, and immunities”

the man of high rank 
and distinction

the man of inferior rank

natural disposition to defer 
to rank/authority 

seek improvement  of rank/station

desire to get, keep, expand “powers, 
privileges, immunities”

fend off rivals

Princes and Monarchs

Statesmen

tyranic disposition
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Merchants & Manufacturers
farmers and 
country gentlemen

Slave Owners

Wheels and Springs of the Political Machine

Unproductive & Rapacious Hands

Corruption

FactionsParties
party-men

civil & ecclesiastical factions

fanaticism & zealots

violence of party

contending 
parties

violence of faction

laws of faction

favours, preferments, 
sinecures, grants bribery of 

judges
smuggling

political speculators

prevailing/conquering  party
silence and subdue 
all its adversaries

bestow an independent 
provision on themselves

warping the positive laws

Politicians and Civil List??

Cabals & Conspiracies 
against the Public

men of ambition

man of system

interests
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systems of (trade) 
preference and restraint

Unproductive & Rapacious Hands

great court landlords
merchants & 

manufacturers

Civil List

unproductive hands rapacious men

slave owners

usurers

taxgatherers

ecclesiastical 
establishment

army and navy
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