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THE GENTIL o o
TO READER. & VVHEROF POLITIKE

to read is cth,vverforeit vvas ors
, \ e ihe e er this povver grovveth,y :
| \(Dbnt;nt:zy;&‘!f/t;;::?: ilumitger 4 dayned,and theright ufe and duetic
. orte :
perefic/felonye/ nor treafort/ bue ki of the fame: &'e,
Py allthar i3 vorisren hereinfewe/is .
Dy N for thy plcyr}txfn[l b"?ef'“l/
¥k neceffargadmonition/and faithfull
infhenzeion. 2ind albeit the Printour i net fure/ tures cinot for lacke of reefon e
wehetber the auror be goneto God ;Ilrcaby @ | e themflucs, bt muftbe rulsi by
by the difeour fe of the maser be femetbroboyor §  NTRREERINN oreexcellent creature , that is

IS OXEN, SHEPE, GOATES,
3| dd fuche other unreafoncble creds

getfullin this life/get forafmudpcas thegrani= §  pz il 7 albeit be baue redfon yet bicaufe through
tieof the Warke/the fobreneffe of the fiile / “',‘b the fallof the furft man, his reafon is wonderfully
the equitic of the canfe iogned with (ubﬁa‘umm: % corrupt , and fenfualitic hathe goten the ouer hana
- Profes/importca m%}b'?“ 3eale/ ““b,“f‘{;‘f?b < de, if not hableby himfelf to rule bim felf, but musk
s carcof the &l}tOY‘g bx? ":?:;:;Ze/nlt):b‘:g'““ aile  baue amore excellent gourrnour. The worldlinges
toput :"‘:‘bgc;b;t lo[?; er; c;tl)er cene Englif be - thought, this goucrnour was their owne reafon,

ofthe?d ocr be £ fo worthican inftruceid/ on= They thought,they might by their owne reafon,doo
o b}crrte:ﬂ ,,(F d’;& Ty neglecte their omwne faue &ohat them lufbed,nod onely in priuate thinges, but
o lee ?:/y :;z ’%:; " :f?byeir conngrey/and the Pre= - ulfo in publike . Rﬁm[ou they thought to be the only
| ?:.—ruanon of nbc;r pofferitic.  Bod geve thee caufe, thatmen furf} affembled together incompa=

N

(Goodteader)d worll to forfee/an hearc o per nies, that common weeltbes were {rmde,tbatpolides
ceae/ and a iudgement o difcerne were well gouerned and long continued but n‘zenfee.,
shyne ovone-Atate mtyme/ - . . that fuche were ut{rrly_blyndvd a{xd dmtaucd intheir
andin Chriftbarsily . ymaginacions their doinges and inuentiones (femed
“wocllro fare. T h they neuer fo wife) were fo eafili and fo fone (cons

~ o dimens R trary to their expetacion) ouerthrowen,

) A foher
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fuober is the Qvifdome of the Grecidnes? koher is
the fortitude of the Afirianes? sher is bothe the wif
dome and firce of the Romdynes become? Allis uas=
nished awaye , nothing almoft lefte to tefbifie that
they were,, but that which well declayeth,that their
reafon was not hable to gouerne thent, Therfore wee
e fuche as were defirous to Enowe the perfit and on=
Ty gouernour of all, confErayned to feke further than
them felues,andfo at leynght toconfiffe, thatit was
one God that ruled all. By him we lyue,we fdue our
being, and be moued. Hemade us and not we our fel=
wes. &we be bis people, and the shepeof bis pafture,
He made all thinges or man;and man he made for him
felf, to ferueand glorifiehim. He bathe taken upor
bim thordre and gouernentent of man his chicf creas
ture , and prefcribed him arule, bow he should
behaue him [elf , what he should doo, and what he
maye not doo.

"This rule is the Lwe of nature, furft planted and
graffed only in the mynde of md, thi after for that bis
myndews through [ynne defiled filled with darknef
fe, &d encdbred with many doubtes)fet fiurthe in vori=
ting in the decaloge or ten comaundemetes:and after
reduced by C kfi[t our faueour i to thefe two wordes:
Thou shalt louethy lorde God aboue all
thinges,ad thy neighbour aschy felf, Thelas

vvhat fo cuer ye vvill chac men doo vnto

ou,do0 yeeuen {0 to them,
you,dooy! In

T T
i
4

o WL

In this lewe is comprehended all iuice, the pere
fite wayeto ferue and glorifie God , and the right
meancto rule enery man particularly | and all men
generally:and the only [taye to mayntayne euery o
mo wealthe This is the toucheftone to trye euery ma
nes doinges (be he king oy begger) whether they be
good or euil.Bithis all ménces laswes be difeerned,whe
ther they be iufteor uniufte,godly or wicked. As for
an example. Thofe that haue autoritie to make lowes
ind common wealthe,make this lawe,that no pynnes
shalbe made,butin their ovne coiitrey.1t femeth but
a trifle. et if by this meanes thepeoplemaye be kept
fromidleneffe,it is 4 goodand iuske lawe andpleafeth
God. For idleneffe is a uice wherwith God is off éded:

© and the waye to offende him in breache of thefe
 commaundemétes; Thou shalcnot fteale, chou

shalenot kill 4 tbou shale not be a horemeayne.

. ger,&c. Porallthefe enilles comeof idler ffe.on.
. theother [yde,ifthe people be welloccu:t,i‘“{ i other
. things, and the people of another o\ 1oy tyue by

~ deuifed °

ter pare vvherof he alfo chus expoundeth? -

pynnemaking, and uttring tbf‘m‘ 4 f ther should
bealawe made,thattheyr’ oy ell them to theiv
ncig.hbo_m‘f of th“?tb'.rcéuntrey otl;em";r‘wcu o¢
cupied,it Wercd W cked ud 4n un)iuﬂe lawe.p, " 14
kingawayetiye meane, wherby they Iyue Meane it
o il them with famyne,and fois notopely
thE', commaundement broken : Thoy shalt not kil
but alfo the general lawe,that [e3eth: Thou shale
A ifi loue




" ive and lavoe that God bathe pre.

loue thy neighbour asthy felf. And,vuhat
{oeuer yevuill that men do vnto you,euen fo
do you vatothé. Foryouyour {clues vuold
not be kilfed vuith hungre,

Likewife if ther be a lae made,vtterly probibis
ting dny md that cdn not Iyue chafte,to marie:this &
an vniufle,an vngodly and « wicked lawe, For it is an
occafion , that wher with marieng, be might duoide
fy nnie ; be not marieng dothe commirte horedome in
acteor thought contrary to Goddes &oill and com=
maundemér; Thoufhalr not cGmicte horedome

Agayn 4 prince forceth bis [ubiectes(onder the name
of requefbyto Lide him that they baue,which they doo
viwillingly : and yet for feare of aworfetourne,
they muft feme to be content therwith. A frerwarde
be caufeth to be affembled in & Parliamét fuch as per
chalice lent nothing,or clles fuch as dave not difpleas

~ febim, whey to pleafe bim , vemit this generaldebte,

1

This is g, ed,ongodly, and vniug lawe, For they
00 not, 4 they \”wlde bedonc vnto , but be an occas
fion, that ¢ gr;;t ,;.,,, wbye be yndone , their children
for lacke of fuft i’ndunctk“c{i[b“bm“gb famyne,and
theirferuay “ole, and perchaunce ta
o nees forced to fir. 2ol toeigh well this
comyer, . So that if men
YR rther. So that if men v i to man,
Thou fbalt loue thy lord God aboue all £hin7ES> 4';1
thy neighbour d thyfelf. And what fo euer ye ¥

eoat mendo ynto you do yeeken the fame ot t!;;m:

they maye fone learne to trye good from euil, godly=
neffe from vngodbynefJe,right from wrong.

And it is fo playne and eafic tobe vaderftanden,
that noignorannceci or will excufe him that therin
offendeth.

Againdt thofftudours of this lawe , ther wis
#o corporal punishement exdayned inthis worlde,
til after the deftruction of the oorlde with the great
floud, For albeir Caynand lamech hud committed
borrible murthers yet foere they not corporaliy pus
nifhed,but bad & protection of God, that none fhould
laufully burte them, But after the flood, whan God
favwehis gentilne[fe and pacience couldnot worke
his creatures to doo their ductics vnforced , but inis
quitie preudiled and mifehief duily encreaced, and
onemurthered, and deftroyed an other:than woas be
confbrayned to chaunge his lenitie into feucritie, and
to adde corporal paynes to thofe that wold not fo=
Lowe, but tranfgre(Je his ordinaunces. And fo he ma=
de this lawe,which he declared to Noha: He thae
Sheadechthebloud of man , his bloud Shal
be Shead by man,For man is made afger the
ymageof Ged,

By this ordindce and lawe be inftituteth politike po-
wer dnd geucthduthoritieto mé to make morelavecs.
Yor




¥or be that geucth man dutoritic over the body dnd
life of man, bicaufe he wolde hawe man to Iyue quiet=
Iy with mi,that all might ferue him quietly in boly=
nes andvighteoufnes,all the duyes of their lift, it cart
not be denyed, but be gaue himautoritie ouer goos
des,landes pofJefiones and all fuche thinges 45 might
Bried controuerfies and difcordes , and fo byndreand
Tet, that he might not be ferued and glorified | as be
vequireth, This ordinauncealfo teacheth makers of
Tavwes, bowthey should behaue th [elues in meking
Tawes:that is to fet dparte all affectiones,and to oba
ferue an equalitiein paynes that they be not greater
orleffe,than the fault deferueth,and that they punif=
be not thinnocent or fmal offendour for malice , and
Tet the mightie and great thefe efcape for affeion.
Andout of this ordindunce growethandis grounded
thautoritic for Magjftrates to execute lawes: for la=
wes without execucion,be no more proﬁtablc, than
belles without clappers, But whether this authoritie
to makelawes jor the power to execute the fame,shal
be and remdyne in one pcr[onalonc,or in mdnie,itis
not expreffed,but lefte to the difcrecid of the people
t0 make [0 many and fofive, 45 they thinkeneceffas
vie for the mayntenaunce of the flate. Swheruponin
fom places, they haue ben content to obey fuchela=
wwes , 45 weremadeby one, as the Ifraclices were
with thofe that Moyfes ordayned 3 the Lacedes

wmones with thofe that Licurgus made,the Aches
. nes

R R W S

nes with thofe that Solon gaue them. And in fome
places with fuche as Rvere madeby certayn outchos
fen men,asin Rome by the ten men. And in fome they
receducd none, butfucheas all the multitude agreed
Vnto, Likewife in fome countreyes they were citent
to be gouerned, and the lawes excented by one king
or ludge, in fome places by many of the be forte, in

fome places by the people of the loweft [orte, and in
‘ fome places alfo by the king nobilitie, and the people
“ alltogether, .

i
3
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And thefe dinerfe kyndes of ates or policies hade
tbe‘ir diftinéte names, as wher one'ruled,a Monare
chic: &ober many of the be@, Ariftocratie: &oher
the multitude, Democratie:and wher all together,
thatis ,a king,the nobilitie,and cimones, a mixte ﬁc.
te: Robich men by long continuaunce baueiud ged to
be the beft fort of all. For veher that mixte ftate was
exerciced,ther did the cimon wealthe lon gest contia

‘nue. But yet euery kyndeof thefe Rates tended to
oneende, that is, to the mayntenaunce of inGice,to

: the &vealthe and benefite of the hole multitude , and

sl

not of the fuperiour and goucrnours alone.  And
whan they fawe , that the gouernours abufed their

» dutoritie, they altred the flate, As among the | frace

h'te‘é » for theiniquitie of the children of
. theiriudge,from ludges to kinges ; among the Ro«
; mqnts s for the tyrannye and opprefion that

Tarquinius

3
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Tarquinius ofed ouer the people (4 the chiefocs
cafion) and dfterwarde i bis fonnes lewdenefJe (45
the outwarde occafion ) from kinges to Confules,
and [o from Confules ( fortheir euildemeanosr) to
Decem viri and Triumviri, thatis, to ten rulers
and three rulers 5 andfo fom chaunge to chaunge,
tyll it came to the flate Imperial & yet a!myef
preferuing and mayntening t hautoritie , albeit
they altred and chaunged the inde of gouerne=
ment, For the Etbnikes themfelues being ledde on=
Iy by the Lawwe of nature and their ovre reafon,fawe
that without politike pover and autorizic , mdn-
kynde could not be pre[erued, nor the worldecons
tinued. Theriche wold oppreffe the poore, and the
poarefeke the deftrudtion of theriche , to hauethat
ke bade:themightie wold deftroye the weake , and
& Theodoretus fayeth , the great fishe eate vp
the[mall, and the weeke feke reuengeon the migh
ticzand foone feking the others deftruction , a?l at
leynght shoulde be endone and cometo de@rultion,
and bicaufethis authoritie and power , bothe to
pake lavwes and execute lawes, proceded from God,
the holy gooft in [eripture calleth them Goddes:
not for that they be saturally Godds, or that they
be tranfubfluntiated in to Goddes ( for be fayeth,
they shull dye likemen , andin dede teir workes
declare them to be non other than men ) but for

ehautoritic and power which they recedue of C:Q::
0

€0 behis minifers bevein eavthe | in ruling and go=
werning bis people, and that the people should the
vather obeyethem , and haue them in honour and
reuerence, according to his ordinaunce,

And the wonderfull prouidence of Godis berein
to bewel noted and confidered, of all fuche as loe
and feare God,that in all places and countreyes wher
Goddes worde hathe ben receaued and embras

. ced,ther for the tyme the people folowed God, no ti=

rannyecould entre, but all the membyres of the body

" fought the profberitic and wealthe one of another,

for Goddes worde taught them fotodoo . - Thou
shalt loue the lorde thy God ( [uyeth it ) aboue
all thinges , and thy neighbour as thy felf.  And,
what ye will that-men doo vnto you, doo you euen
fo unto them.  The frutes of his worde is loue one
of an other , of what flateor degreein this worla
de fo euer they be . And the flate of the poa
Licies and common wealthes haue ben difpofed and
ordained bi God , that the hesddes could not
Cif they wolde) oppreffethe other membres,  For
# among the Lacedemonians . certain men

called  Ephori. were ordayned [0 fee that the

kinges shouldnot opprefJe the people,and among the

. . . Rometynes,




Romdynes the Tribunes were ordayned to defende
and mayntene the libertieof the people ﬁ'q‘am.tbe pris
de and iniurie of the nobles: fo in all Chrifian reals
mes and dominiones Godordaynedmeanes, that the
beads the prices d gouernours should not opgrrﬂ"e
the poore people dfter their luftes, dd make tlzur wil
les their lawes, As in Germdnye bctwen: theperour
ad the people,« Counfail or diet: in Fraiiceand En=
glande, parliamentes, wherin ther mette and dffem=
bled of all fortes of people, and nothing could bedo-
ne without the knowlageand confent of all . But
wher thepeople haueforfuken God , and conténed
utterly his worde, ther hathe the deuil by his mini=
Sers, occupied the hole countrey ,and [ubuertfd the
goodordres , iutticeandequalitie, that was in the
commonwealthe, andplanted bis unreafonable lu=
ftes forgood lawes 4 cuery man ma;{e[ce by the :\e-
alme of Vngarie which the Turke in our (yme a;:
the accupied. And veher thepeople baue notutterly
forfaken God and bis worde, but hauc begonne to be
weary of it:ther hathe not God [uffrcd Tyrannes by
and by to rushin, and to ocenpiethehole 5 and bto
[uppreffc the good ordres of the common wealthe,
bat by iitel and litel bathe [uffred them to crepetn,
fir& with the head, than with an drme, andfo a[tclr
with alegge 5 and at leynght (were not the people
penitent, and in tyme conuerted to‘God) to {mng in
tbe hale body, and toworkethe feates of Tmmne:;

#8 hereafter it shatbe declared. .
This is fo manifeft in moft places, that it shall
not nede any particular example. Soherfore it shalbe
the parte of allChriGen men to takebede, thatin
forfaking God , they bring not iugly the dewil and
tyrannes to reigneouer them ,  And thofe that be
called to councelles and parliamentes (and fo to be
makers of lawes, wherby the people should be bouns
den) not to neglecte their duetie, orto deceane the
peopleof the truft and confidence , that was putin
them. For it is no litledaunger that mayetherby foe
loweuntothem , bothe in this worlde , and inthe
worldetocome.  For that man that toke upon bins
todoo any thing for an other (being the thing nes

- werfolitle of ualue) and therindid ufe him felf either

craftily, feking bis owne gayne and profit, or shes
we him felf not diligent | or not pafling what beca=
e of the matter committed to bis truft , our elders
being men of honefbie , indged and condemned for
@ moft uileuarlet and unhonedt perfone : and being
menof wifedome , made alawe (whichcontinweth
tilthis daye) not only that be should make recoms
bence for the burt he did, but alfo that he should not
be allowed afterwarde in the company or nombre of
honeft men, no more than an open thefe.  And this
they did not by will, but by resfon,notrashly , but
aduifedly, notby the moo voices, butby the more
difercteheddes, bicaufe they fawe, thatmen could

nos




not be alwayes prifentto dod their ovne thirrs
ges, butof necefitic muft ufe the helpe and truft
of others.And again, nature hatbe not made enery
mandpte for all thinges,but hathe made one man mo
vemete for one purpofe than another fo that one
bauing nedr of an other, euery one should be gladto
doo for another , and all be tyed together in.n un=
diffoluble frong bande of frendship,  And therfore
war fuche falfe and unfrendly dealing taken to be
moft uile, bicaufe it did uiolate two the chiefeft uer=
tues andmoft necefJary thinges, without whichmans
kynde coulde not contynue: faithe,qnd frédshipe
For noman requirctb an other , to doo any thing
for him , whom he taketh not to be bis frende, nor
trufteth bim, vwhom he thinketh not faithfull . And
therfore they thought bim tobea wery wicked and.
vile perfone,and not worthy the ndme of dman, that
ot one tyie and in one thing should thus undoo
theknot of frendship , and deceauchim, whom ke
coulde not haue hurted , onles he bade trufted bints
Nowif nature , refon , honefticand lawe dothe
fo grenously punisbe bim and caft bimout ofall
houeft mennes companies , that is necligent in d
trifle , how wucke more ought he to be punished
and caft out of all mennes fight , that is necligent
it the greateft matierss 1f ke onght fo sharpely
tobevfed , thatdeceaseth one poorcman : hov

3
3

of allmen to be abhorred ( yeaca} tothe dogges)
that decedueth 4 hole Realme of ten or twentie buns
dredthoufaunt perfones ¢ 1f he be thus to beabhors
ved and punifhed , that is required to doo an other
mannes bufyneffe | and deceaueth him : howmuche
more ought they to be abhorred and bated, that take
vpon them to doo for others, not defired but fuyng
forit:not called therto , but thrufting in them felf:
not prayed, but payeng | gening many lyuereyes,
procuring and making frendes to gene them their
nojces, obteynyng of great mennes lettres and ladies
tokens , feafting frebolders , andmaking great
banketting cheare:not by the confcnt of the parte,
butby force and ftreinght, with tropes of Irorfcmen,
billes bowes pykes, gonnes, and fucke like kynde o;‘
qualityes,

lf this opinion be had | and indgement be geuen
agdint 4 man that [ckethbis owne gayne with the
lajfe of bis frendesin fmall thinges : &obatopinion
maye men bauc, what iwdgemét fhalbe gewen of thoa
fe, that (to make them [elues noble and riche) cutte
the throtes of thofe that commiitted themfelues their
wyues, theirchildren, their goodes, yed andlyues
vpon truft in to thetr handes?
]f this iudgemét be geuen for worldly thinges, what
iudgemét fhalbe geu of thofe that wilfully goo abous

. to deftroye menes foules,and to make thé 4 prefentto

muche more sharpely ought he tobe punished, and -

of

#he dewil,fo that they ford tymenaye be his deputics
bere
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berein earthes 1f mendoo thus abhorre and punifa
be fuche unfaithfull and unhoneft perfones : how
muche more will thalmightie God abhorre , cons
dewme, and exercicebis feuereiudgement on then,
that thus abufe the autoritie geuen uito them by
bim , anddeccaue and undoo thofe poore sbcpcc!f
his , in whom (4 his minifters ) they put their
truft¢ )

Hearke, hearke (whiletyme of repentdunce #)
tothe fentence of God, pronounced by the mouthe
of bis feruaunt and Prophet Efdfd:f‘vvo bevnto
you(fayeth he) that make varighteous 1auut':s,
and deuife chinges vuhich be to harde to be
kept,vuherby thepooreare opprefled on eues
vy {yde , andthinnocences of my people are
theruuith robbed of iudgement , thatvuy»
dounes mayebe your praye,and that ye maye
robbethe facherles. V Vhatvuill ye doo in
tyme of the vificacion and deftruction that
shall come from farre To vuhom vuill ye
yunne for helpes Orto vuhom vuill yegeue
your honour,chat he mayekepeitschat ye co
me not among the prifoners , orlyeamong
thedeads

This terriblewo of euerlafting damndcionsds
fpoken not only to Terufalem , but to Germanie,
1talie, Fraunce, Spayne, Englande, Scotldndc,a.nd
all othercountreyes and naciones wher the lfk:

’ wice

o tices shalbe committed,

For Godis iufte , and [o
bateth finne | that he neuer leaueth it in any place

. ‘yupunished: but the more common it is, the greater
! plages and force dothe he vfe to repreffe it : aswe

maye learne by thexamples of the cities Sodome

- and Gomor,and lerufalem bis owne citie. Andbefia
- des thegeneral plage | he whippeth the autors of

it with fom fpecial courge, that they maye be 4 fhea

* &acle, not only tothofe that are prefent, butaifo 4

vemembraunce to all that beto conte.
But perchaunce fom (that be putin truft and aye

toriticto make [Patutes and lawes ) will faye ivpe

doonot willingli any thing againft Goddes horour,
or the wealthe of our countrey, or deceaneany that
put their truft in vs,

1f any fyche thing folowe , it is by reafon that we
were ignoraunt,

Tell me, 1f befeche thee, if thou hadeft byred one
to bethy shepebearde, and thy shepe should vna

- der bis hande by his ignordunce myfcarie ; or ifthy

horfeacper taking wages should (through bis neclia
gencedfuffre thy horfe to perishe : woldet thou not
compte him faulty andloke for amendes at bis hana
des? Should ignoraunce excufe hims No, thou wols
deft faye, 1 byred thee, and thou tokeft it wpon thee,
Bad fo thou woldeft not oncly force bym to make fa=

-tisfaction,but alfo woldeft thinse it iufbe to hauc bing

punifihed befydesto mahe hunfelf no more conyiz
B tnan
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han the was,not to deceaueany that put theirtruft - o oobpnes of you willfuie : ye dare dos
*hon otherwife.1f yedid , ye [hould be taken for ene=

inhim, Than thei aremuche to blame, that being
putintruft in Courtesand parliamentes to make la=
«wes and ftatutes to the aduauncemenfof Goddes glo=
vie , and conferuation of the liberties and common
wealthe of their countrey , neglecte their office and
charge , being dppointed to be not only kepers of
Goddes people,not of hogges, neither of borfes and
suies which bane no onderftading , but of that dmtc
flockewhich Chrift purchaced with the price of bis
Dart blood:but alfo as phificianes and Surgeons , to
vedreffe,reformeand heale , if any thing be amyJe.
And if aphifitian for lucre or other mennes pleafure,
wold take vpon him the healing of a [:Jre dz[eafc.d per
fone,and for lucke of knowlage or vpd other euil pur
pofe wold minifl e thinges to hurt or kill the perfone,
wwere benot worthy to be taken and punished 45 4 bos
cher and & man murtherer?

But ye will faye:we gdue credit to others,and they

deceaued vs.  Thinke ye,that this balde excufewill -

wywe?  1s it not written,that if the blyndeleade the
blynde, bothe shall fall in to the pitte ? Did tbe.plea
that Enamade for offinding ineating the forbidden
dapple(yehan she fayed, the ferpent bad deqéaucd ber)
excufeber: Nothing leffe. she was not only her
felf therfore punished with fuche paynes (4s greater
than deathe none could be deuifedybut alfo all her

ofteritie.
P others

inies of the gouernour, runnein to indignation, and
Jo lofe your bodies and goodes,and vndoo your chil=

* dren, O faynt hedrees, Thinke ve, that your parens
~ teshad lefte yowas yebe , if they had ben fo fayne
. harted ¢ Orthinke ye that this will ferue your turne2
- &vas it ynough for Adamour firft father , whan he

Jill with bearing bis wife companye in eating the for=
bidden apple,to faye, 1durft not difpleafe my wife:
of to [1y¢,45 he fayed, The woman whome thou ga=
sieft me,gaue it me? No, it audiled not,but he and alt
bis pofteritie were plagued for his difobedience, as
e and all that [hall folowe vs,doo well file, if we haa

“wediny feare of God before our eies,

&oban the brutifhe commones of 1frael wweve
fo importune vpon Aarcn , that be for fiire
was fayne tomake them the golden calfe : wher=
with whan Mofes fharpely charged him be ex=

_cufedbim felf faveng:alas Sir, this fedicious and raa

“to doo it,

geing brutifhe people old nedes haue me perfirce
God knoweth , it was foreagainft my
will : didthis excufe acquite him,trowe you ¢ No
furely . 1f be bad not repented , he hadben as
[wreof bell fyre for bis labour , s theybe , which

‘haue fet vp o [ayed the beaftly popyfhemaffe ,
B i
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the furious enforcementof the brutishe comtones .
orinpretenfe of obedience to tb? Quenes procedits
gesin Englandezonles they fpedily vepent andres
nounce their wicked doing,4s Adron did his. B

Thus ye baue hedrde not only wbmf politike .
power groweth,and of thetrue vfe and ductie therof,

but alfo what wilbe layed totheir charge, thatdoo
sot their ductie in making of lawes. Now fee, what
isfayed by God to thexectours of lawes = See
gohat ye doo (sayeth God) for ye execute
not the iudgement of man, but of God.
and &whatfo euer yeiudge > It shall re=
dounde to your felues . Letthe feareof God
therfore bebefore your eies, and doo all thinges with
diligence.  For with the lorde our God ther is nor

iniquitie, neither difference of perfonestior yet has

the he pleafure in rewardes or Eribes.

VVHETHER KINGES
rinces,and other gouernourshaue
anobfolute power and authoritie

ouer their fubiecles.
Forafmuche ds thofe that be the Rulers inthe
worlde,and wolde be tahé for Goddes(that is the mie

* nifters and imdges of God bere in earthe,thexdples

and myrrours of all godlyne[Je, inftice, equitie, and

! other vertues ) clayme and exercice an abfolute pos

wer,which alfo they call  fulne[Je of power, or pre=
rogatiueto doo what they lu&, and none maye gay=
nefaye them: to difpenfe with the lawes 45 pleafeth

- them , and frely and without correttion oroffnce

doo contrary to the lawe of nature,and other Goddes

- Tawes, and the pofitiue lawes and cuftomes of their

countreyesor breakethem : and vfe their [ubiectes
s men doo their beaftes, and as lordes doo their vils

But of he minifters of lases and gowernours of 1 Lanes and bondemen, getting their goodes from thens

vealmes and contreyes, more shalbe [eyedhereafter. .

by hoke and by crooke,, with Sic volo,Sic iubeo,and

! fpending it to the deftruction of their fubiectes : the

miferieof this tyme requireth to examyne whether
they doo it rightfully or wrogfully that if it be right
full, the people maie the more willingly obeie andre
cedue the fame: if it bewrongful, that than thofe that
vfeit,maye therather for the feare of God leaueit.

For(no doubt) Godwill come , and iudge the worlde
with equitie,and reusge the caufe of theopprefJed.O f
the popes power (who compteth bim felf one,yed the
g B i chief




chief of thefe kinde of Goddes,yed aboue them all and -
flowe to the God of Goddes Ywe minde not nowto |

treate:nothevis it vequifite, For all men,yed half wi-
fe women and babes can well indge,that his power is
avorthy to be laught at: and wereit not bolftred and

propped vp with fweorde dd fagot,it wolde(as it will °
notwithftanding) fhortly Iy in the myre,for it is not -
buylt on therocke,but on the fande,not planted by the
father of heaweri,but by the deuil of hell,«s the frutes

doo manyfedly declare.But we will fpeake of thepos

wer of hynges and princes and fuche like potentates,
vulers,and goucrnours of common wealthes.

Beforeye baue bearde,hov for 4 great long tyme,
that is ntil after the general flood ther voas no cinis |
Te or politike power,and how it was th furft orday= .
ned by God him felf, and for vobat purpofe be orday=
ned it:that is(to comprehende all briefly) to mayntes
" canreafonfaye, it is laufull for any perfone to altre

Goddes comaundement or breakeit? Thatd mannes
. ferudunt maye be wiferthan his maifter,that he maye

ne inflice:for euery one doing is deutie to God, and
oneto dn other, is but iuftice. Yehaue beardealfo,
hovwe ftates,bodies politihe,and common wealthes ha
ue éntoritie to makelawes for the mayntenaunce of
the policie,fo that they benot contrary to Goddes la=

e and the lawes of nature:which,if ye note well the

guietion before propouned whether kinges and prin=

ces haue an abfolute power,fhall apprarenot doubte
_ creature wolde [eme inwordeor dede,to bemore

fill, orif anywolde affirmeit, that he [hallnot be
hable to maintene it,For firft touching Goddes lawes
, -y

(b Wwhich namealfo the lawes of nature be compres
hended)hinges and princes drenot ioyned makers he=
vof with God fo that therby of thé felues they might
clayme any intereft or autoritie to diffolue themor

 difpenfe with them, by this Maxime or principdl,

that be that maye knyt together, maye lofe afondre:
and be that maye make , mayemarre : for before Ma-
giftrates were, Goddes lowes wercs Neither can it
beproued, that by Goddes worde they baye any au-
toritieto difpenfeor breake them: but that they be
frill commanded todoo righe, to miniftre iufice, and
notto [warue, neitheron theright hande oronthe
lefte, Thanmuftit nedes folowe,that this abfolute
autoritiewhichthey vfe,muft be mayntened by man=
nes reafon,or it muft nedes be an vfurpacid:But what
can veafon faye? 1f it be not Laufill, by no lawes(no
neither by honeftie ) for any mannes ferusuntto als
tre his maifters (a mortal mannes ) commaundement:

beiufter than bis maifter that he maye fee what is mo

. reprofieable andneceffurie o be done thi his maiffer,

cBinonly it happeneth:and therfore he maye haue fors
apparét caufe,to altveor breake bis maifters comaun
dement.But to [aye,that dnycreature is, or thatany

woife than God , moreiufte than God, more prudent
B i and




and civcumfbecte than God,or knoweth what is beta I swen to be defbroiers of their countrey,yed and many

ter for the creaturc than the creatour him felf (asit

muft nedcs be faied, that be dothe, that tazeth vpon
bim to breake or difpence with Goddes will and

PRy

commaundementes) what an horrible blafpkemis is

it28what luciftrous prefumpcion is it?
3f woe will not fubmit our [elues to Goddes fudges

ment berein expreffed by bis worde , as Chriflianes |

should, let vs yet marke the fequele:and therby gae
ther Goddes iudgement, as Etbnikes doo, For whan

“ve haue vrought our wittes out , and deifed and

done what we can, wecannot fo exclude God, but
be will baued faieng with vs,

Goddes worde, willand commdundement is, that -

be that wilfully killeth 4 man, shall alfo be killed by
manzibatis , the Magiftrate, Butthis lawehas
the not ben obferued and all w yes executed,but kine
ges and princes vpon affiction haue difpenfed and
brokenit , grawntinglife and libertic to trajtours,
vobbers, murtherours e,

But what bathe folowed of it: Haue they(whofe
offinces haueben fopardoned ) after ward shewed
them felues penitent to God , dand thankfully profi=

tableto the common wealthe: No, God and the coma

monwoealthe e hide no greater enemies.  They
biue addcd murther to murther , mifchief to mie
Jebief, andof priuate malefalours, baue become
publihe, and of men killers,they baue at leinght groa

wen

tymes of thewm that faued them from banging and
otter iuft paines of the lawe,  And nomaruail: for
God dothenot oneli punishe theprincipalles and aus
tors of fuche mifchief , but alfo thofe that be accefs
faries andmayntenours of it, and plageth iniquitie
with iniquitie, Yemaielikewifefee, what frutes haa
ue folowed, wher popes,baue difpenfed, that marias
ges might bemade contrarie to Goddes lawes.  &ve
shallnot nedeto rebearfe any? thendewill declare
all.But let vs ledue toveafon that , wherin nothing
can befaied forit,  Andlet vs come to that,wherin
fomwhatmaye be [aied: that is, whetber kinges and
princes maye doo thinges contrary to the pofitiue
Jawes of their countrey, As for example,

1ti5 4 lawe pofitiue, that ameane kinde of ap=
parail , or ameane kynde of diet should be vfed in
dcommon yeealthe , to thintent that men leauing
thexceffe therof, wbcrof many occafiones bothe to
deftroienature and tooffinde God folowe,they might
conucrtethat they beforeeuil fpent, to the relief of
the pouertie or defenfe of their countrey.

For anfwer to this queflion, this diuifionought to
be made, that ther be two hyndes of kinges princes,
and gouernours,

The one, who alonie maye make pofitiue Liwes bin
caufe the hole Jiate and body of their countrey haue
gené,and refigned to them their authoritie fo to doo:
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svhich neuertheles is vdther to be compted d tirdnne
than ¢ hing , 4 Dionifius,Philippus and

Alexander were,who [aned whom they wold id ;

fpilt whor they lufted,  And thother be fuche vnto
whoin the people haue not geuen fuche autoritie, but
Repe it ther felues: as voe hawe before fayed cicerning
the mixte Tate,

Trueitis, thatinmaters indifferent,thatis that
of them [tlues be neither good nor euil , hurtfllor
profitable,but for ¢ decent ordre: Kinges and Princes
(to whom the people haue geuen their autoritic)maie
make fuche lawes and difpenfe with them. But in ma=
ters not indifferent, but godly and profitably ordaya
ned for the commton wealthe, ther can they not(for all
their autoritie)breake thé or difpenfe with them. For
Princes arcordained to doo good,not to doo euil: to
take avoaicenil not to increaceit:to geueexample of
well doing, not to be procurersof euilito procure the
xvealthe and benefite of their fubiectes , and not to
worke their hurt or ondoing, And in thempire wher

(by theciuile lawes) themperours claine, that the ~

people gaue them their dutoritie to make lawes,al<
beit they baue ben willing, and ofte attéptedto exea
cute their dutovitie, which fom Piketbikes(to pleafe
them) [aiethey haue by ehe lawes,yct haue they ben
forced of them felues to leaue of their enterprife, But
fuuch as beindifferent expounders of the lawes, be of
that minde that we before hawe declarediand therfore

make

make this 4 general conclufion,and ds it weré arule,

that théperour willing anv thing to be done | ther is
no more to be done,than the lawes permit to be done,
For(faic they)ncither pope,Emperour,nor king may
doo any thing to the hurt of his people without their
cofent, King Antigonus Chauncelour faieng vato
bim, that all thinges were honeft i Luufull to kinges:
ye faie true(quod the hing)but to fucht kinges as be
beaftes barbarous 4d without humanitie:but to true

5.

ad good Princes, nothing is boneft, but that is honeft

indede,and nothing is iufte, but that is iufte in dede.

Anthiochus thethrid king of Afia, confides
ring that 45 he was abouethe people fo the lawes we=
re aboue him, vorote generdllettres to al the cities
of his countrey that if they [houide perceaue,that he
by any lettres, [hould require any thing contrary to
the lawoes, they fbould thinke that fuche lettres vocre
obteined without his cofent, and therfore they fhould
notobeie them.

Nowif wher the people baue geuen their autoria
tie to their goucrnour to make fuche lwes, yet can
he not breake or difpéfewith the pofitiue Lvves: bov
muche leffe mair fuche gouernours inges,and prin=
ces to whi the people haue not geuen their aytoritie
(but they with the people,ad the people with thé ma
hethe lawes)breakethem or difbife with thems1f this
were tolerable,tha wereit in vaine to make foléne af
femblics of the hole flate, long Parliamentas czyea

i (1 befeche




v 1 befeche the ) what certdyntie should theybe in

any Ehyng,wher all should depende on ones will and .

affections  Butit wilbe faied that albeit kinges and
princes can not make Lawes , but with the confent of
the people, yetmaie they difpenfe with any pofitiue
Lawe,by reafon that of long tyme they haue vfedfo to
doo, and preferibefo todoo : for long cuftome mas
keth alawe.

To this it maye be anfwered ; euil cuomes (be
they neuer fo olde) are not to be fuffred, but viterly
to beabolished:and non maie prefcribe to doo euil,be
he hing or fubiecte,1f the lawes appoint thee the time
of thrittye or fourtieyedres toclaime dfure andd
perfit intevefJe of that thow enioiet - yetif thow
knowe , that either thy felf or thofe by &hom thow
claimes came wrongfully by it thow art notindede
a perfit ovner of it,but artbounden to refloreiteAls
though the lawes of man doo excufe and definde thee
[ outvearde trouble and punifhemét, yet cd they not
quict the cdfcicce , but whi thy cofcience remébreth,
that thow enioieft that is not thyne , it will bytethe
that thow haste done wrong:itwill accufe the before
the iudgement(eat of God and condemnethe. And if
princes and gouernours wolde shew théfelues half fo
wife, as they woldemen shoulde take them to be,
and by thexample of others learne fohat mifchief
might happen to them felues, they wolde not(if tbtb:v

. might

e

might)clayme , muchelefle execute any fuche abe K
folute duthoritie, No,neither wold their Counfaie
lours (if they loued them)maintene them in it : nor

o yetthe [ubiectes (if they did but confidre their ovone

fanetic and felicitie in this life ) wolde not if they
might,fuffre their Prince todoo what him lufted,

or thone purchace to "them felues a perpetuall
oncergintic bothe of life and goodes : and thother
procureth the hatred of all , which albeit it be cos
loured and diffembled for 4 feafon , yet dothe it at
leynght-burfi out , and worketh the reyenge with
extremitic,

Ther lackeno examples to verific this. 1t was
dryven in tothe head of temperour C. Caligula,
that he was fubiecte tono povwer, that he was aboue
all lawes and that be might laufilly doo what bim lw
fred. Thisleffon was fo fwete to thefleshe, thatit

* was nofoner moued than defired | no foner taught

than learned,no foner beayde than praticed,  Firfk
by like that thempire should not goo out of bis owne
rdce, hecoupleth not with one, but with all his fus
feers likebitcheand dogge. e killeth his brother
Tibexius,and all his chiefejt frendes:he murdereth

. many of the Senatours of Rome, He delited to haue
= boneft men to be garshed, fotched and cut in the f1a

ces , and [o to mahe him pleafure, to haue them caft
: to




to ranenows beafbes o betorne and deuouved in bis
fight,or to be fawed afondrein the middes, 1¢wu &
pleafunt paftyme forhim, to fee the parentes fban=

were torrtented and killed .~ He vfed tocomplayne
and lament | that no common calamitie and notable
miferies bappencd in bis time . Hereioyced muche
whan newes were brought biws of the slaughters
of bole armics of men , great hongre, peflilence,
tovenes burnyng , and openynges of the earthe,
wherinmany people were [walowed vp.  But the
daye be fawe any of thefe him [elf, be neded neithey
tiseat nor drinke, be was foiocunde and merye. And
being glutted with thepaftime of euery mannes dea=
the,by him [elf(to procurea neweappetite)he deuis
fed another,if he could huue brought it to paffe. Bué
whan be could not bawe it done , the memorie therof
s fo fwete, that he ofte defired:that is that all the
beaddes of the people of Rome flode on onermannes
necke,that he might with one [wafbe cutit of, Md=
ny other noble aties by bis abfolute power he
sovought : and atleynght be commaunded that bis
ymage fhould be [et vpin the temple at Terufalem and
her worfhipped:as not vnlike Sait Gardiners(for
he hathe done no snal thiges) fhalbe fhortly by Anti
cipacid in Englad.But vhat was thende of Caligua
1aes abfolute powerc'whd he had reigned three yea=

i}

-

" eonfpiredagainfthym , and the general of his o

res and tenmonethes, bis ovene houfeholde feruatites

confpired

- Armie slewe bim,

Nero théperour was of nature very modeft, gen

deby, lamenting and weping , whiles their children - tiband mercifill, and the firft fiue yeares of this reis

gnie,be behatied him felf very vertuously. After other
counfaillours and maifters , than Seneca creptinto
bis fauour,who tolde him that he might doo what hir

" Bufled. He was fone perfuaded therunto, And to fhewe

fom profe that he bad well caried aveaye their aduife:
bekilled bis mother Agrippind. This cruelalke did fo
moue his wicked confcience, that ke durft not come
abroade inthe Senate, but kept him felf fecrete in his
priuie chibre. For be fiaved the hatved of the people,
and knewe not what was beft for bi to doo.He lacked

 no flattering Counfailours. Ther were pleintie that

fought their owne profit and gayne , and the fatife
fieng of their lufles, more than their princes hoour
and fauetie, and the cGmon wealthe of their colitreie
Saie they:Sir,whi [hould ye be thus amafed with the

- deathe of this womas she voas of all peoplc abborred

ad hated:the people woderfully reioyce in your doig,

- andcoméde you aboue the moone for fo noble an adke,

'They defive, that ye will returne in to the citie, that
they maie with triumphe expreffe how muche their
ioieand gladneffeis , and how they loue you for fo -

“nobleafeate,  Thefe craftie hnaues [eing howthey
, might blinde their maiflers eies,comaunded in thema

berours behalf that all the peoplefbould come out of
Rome,




Rome tometethemperour, The Sendte in their bed ! bis maifker Seteca, heperfecuted thechurche of

apparailcometh out, alle other ordres Likewife after
their degrecs folowe , and finally man, &ooman and
childe,

Themperoir whan be [awethem,thought all wis
done from the botome of their heart. The Senate

shewed [uche outwarde honour , the commones fo

great loue  eueri body pretended fo great ioye and
gladneffe.  Andthinke ye, ther werenot about bing
that [aid, Dothe not your Maieftie well finde all our
faienges true: maye ye not credite vs inthat we coun
fail and aduife yous Roh.t folowed: Themperour em=
brewed with the blood of his mother,and his vnnatu«
val acte commended by his wicked Counfailours,ceaf=
feth not from his crueltie , but edrneftly goeth fors
warde He ptteth awaie bis wiff Qctauia, bicius
fe she femed to be baren.He marieth his harlot called
Puppie.He fendeth his wife Octauiainto an llan
de,he byndeth her in chaines and caufeth herto be let
blood in all partes:and fearing leaft feare wolde drys

e thieblood to the barte,and fo[he lyue longer than

be wolde , befetteth her ina bayne of hotte water,
that ber blood might the foner come out, But what
becometh of bis deare dearling Puppiet be dalieth
awhilewith his Puppie and atleynght his hottc loue
being turned in to difpleafur be fpurneth ber (being
wyith Childe)on thebelye,and fo shedieth. To late

he repented,but yet ceaffed not hiscrucltic Hekilled
his

§ Chrift moft miferably, and fo thinking that he might
'y doo what bim lufled, and that all voas voell done, were
5; it neuerfo euil done, heneuer lefte of his crucltie, til
' the people finding occafion and oportunitie to vitre
i theirdiffembled hatred, flewe him.
But vohit thinke yous who were to be blamed for
i thefe cruell adles? He for doing thé or others for flat
 tring hi,or the Senate id people of Rome in fuffring
 himsSurely ther is none of them to be excufed but all
tobeblaned, and chicfly thofe that might baue bride
* led bim,and did not,
Hels 4 good citex in,that dothe non euil (fuieth
. noblewifeman)but heis a better that lettethothers,
i that they [hall not doo hurt nor oniuflice to others,
The bloodof innocentes fhalbe demaunded not only
 at thelandes of the {headers of blood,but alfo of tho=

. fe that make or confent toswicked lawes, to condem=

ncimnoceates ,or [uffre their head to kill them cona
traryto iuftlavoes , or to fboile thew of that they
iuftly enioie by the ordre of the lawe,

Now(ithe kinges, princes, and gouernours of come
mon vvealthes baue not nor can iuftly claymeany aba
folute autoritie, but that thende of their autoritic is
determined a:d certdin to maintene iuflice, to defende
theinnocent, to punifise the euil. Andthat fo many
euilles andmifchichis maie folove, wher fuch abfolute
and(indede)tirinical power is vfurped:let ys praie,
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that they maieknowe their duetié,and difcharge the
[elucs to God and to theworlde, or elles that thofe

which haue the autoritietorefourme them , maie
Enow and doo their duetie | that the people finding ~ -
and acknovolageing the benefite of good rulers, maie -

thike God for them,dnd labour euery one to doo their
duetic : and that feing the head is notfpared,
but euillesin it punifhed they maiethe
morewillingly abfteine fr3 tyrds
nie and other ewil doinges,
and do theiy duetics,
and fo all glotis
fie God.

LR
L

"VVHETHER KINGES,
. princes, and other politite Gouers
siours befubieteto Goddeslawes , and
the pofitiue lawes of theyr
coutitreyes.,

E that noteth the procedings of princes and
gowernonurs in thefe our daies ,how ambicious
they are to vfurpe others Dominianes, disd hovo necli
. géttheybe to fee their ovmé well gouetned,might thia
ke, hat they beleue, that either ther is no God,or that
. bebathe not care ouer the thiges of theworlde:or thag
 they thinke themfelues exempe frome Goddes lawes
- dind posver. But the &oonderfull ouerthrovwe of theit
“deuifes (whanthey thinke themfelues moft fure and
certain )is fo manifeft,that it is not pofible to denye,
biit that bothe theris 4 God, and that be bathe care
- ouer the thinges of the worlde, And his wordeis fo
playne,that non can gaynfaye, but that they be fuba
iecte and oght to be obedicnt to Goddes lawes and
- &oorde. For the hole decalog and euers part theyof i
afwell written to kinges, princes, and other publike
iperfones,as o pyinate perfones. A king maye 1o mos
¥e committe \olatrie , than d priuat manzhe maye
hot take the name of God in vayne,be maye not bred=
Ketle Sabbat,no more than any private man, 1tis
ot laufill for him to difobeye bis parétes to killany
ferfonecontrary to the lawes, to be an hooremiger;
¢ i to




tokale,to Iye and beare falfe witneffe, to defire and ;
couet any mannes houfe, wife feruaunt, mayde,oxe, :
affe,or any thing that is an others , more than any

other priuateman,  No, heis bounden and charged

vnder greater paines to kepe them than any other bi= .

caufe be is bothe 4 priuate man in refpeéte of his
owne perfone, and a publike in refpede of bis office,

whichmd e appedrein a grea: meigny of places whe |

raf parte 1 will recite.The holy goft by the mouthe of

4 king «ndprophet,faieth: And now ye kinges

ménesfkynnes, and the fleshe from their
bones:ye cheoppethemin pieces,asit wee
reintoa Caldron , and as flesheintoa
potte.Nowthe tyme shall come, that whi
yecall vnto the lorde,he shall not heare
you, but hydehis face from you,bycau=
. fethatthrough your owne ymaginatio=

nes yehauedealt (o wickedly. Andagain be

faieth: O heare ye rulersand gouernours,

© yethat abhorre the thing that is lauful,

vnderftande,be yelearned thatiudge the
earthe.Scruethe Lordeinfeare,and reioi .
cedwithtrembling . Kiflethefonne,that |
is,receane with bonour, leaft the Lordebeans

grie,and yelofe the waye,whan hiswrathe

shallina momentbe kyndled. Andinans

other place thus: The Lorde vpon thy right =

hiadeshal Smyte and breake in pieceseu@

kingesin the daye of hiswrathe. Efaias alfo *

the prophet [aieth:; T he Lorde shal commeto
fudgemér againft the princesand elders -
ofthe people : Likewifefaicth the Prophet Min *;

cheas fpeaking to all princes and gouernours vnder

?

the besdes of the houfe of 1acob, and the leaders of -
the houfe of ifrael: Heare ye princesand gos -
uernours,faieth Miches: Should ye not kno
we what were laufulland right:But ye hae ~
te the good,and loue the euil,ye plucke of -

mennes

and wrafte afydethe thing thatis ftraighe:
yethatbuilde vp Sion with blood your
mageftie and tirannie with doing &rong.
For o maie Sionand Ierufalem bewell expounded: 0
you iudges, yegeue fentence for giftes:
O ye prieftes,ye teache for lucre:O ye p-
phetes, yeprophecie for monesy: yet fwill
they be tak asthofe that holde vpd God,
andfafe. Is notthelorde amdg vs: How
canthan any mysfortune happen to vs?
But Sion (that is,your cities) for your fakes
shalbe plowed lite a fielde :and lerufalé

¢ (that is,your palsges)shall become anheape

of ftones,and'the hill of thetéple (thatis,
your Mondfkerifs,frievies,and chiauntries )shall be
comean high woodde. The boly gooft alfo by
themouthe of king Salomon, fayeth:Heare O ye
kinges,and vnderfiande. O learne ye that

c i be




“ beiudgesof the édes of the earthe. Geue

gare ye that rule the multitudes,and delys -
te in muche people, For the power isges -
ué untoyoy of the lorde,ad theftreinght *
from the higheft,dwho shall trye your wor -
kes,and fearche out yourymaginaciones,
howthat ye being officers of bis kingdom
baue not kept the lawe of righteoufnefle
nor &palked after bis will. orribly and
¢hat fonc shall he appeare vnto you,for ¢pQ
the molt high,be will execute moft fevere
{udgement. Mercieis graunted unto the
fimple,but they that be in autoritie, shalbe
fore punisted. For God whichis lorde
ouerall, shallexceptno mannes perfon, -
neither shall he regarde any mannesgtreas
¢nes for be hatbe made the fmall and great« -
and careth for allalike , but the mightie |
shall baue the forer punishement. Topyou
therfore (O princes)doo I fpeake, thatye
maye learne wifdome , andnotoffende. .
Thefe faienges nede no particular examplestocos
firme them | byt lokeon gll gauernours and vulers
named in the hole Bible,or in any other hiftorie; and
among all ye shall finde,that non bathe efeaped God- -
des punishement , but alvwayes their iniquitie bathe
ben plaged inthem [elues or their pofteritie.
The canfe and maner of king Saules punishemée
and

1

: pnderftanden.
! firyuing againft Goddes lawes andthe ordreof bis

- anguishe flewe out of bis bely.

and extinguishing of his pofteritie,is morecommone
Iy knowne, than nedethdny rebearfall. Roboam
bicaufe he wold reigne 45 a tyranne andnot be [ubie=
& to lawe noy counfail , hade ten tribes of his hing=
dome taken fi5 him ,and geuen to [eroboam: who
alfo forafmuche as he contented not him felfe to be fub
iecte to Goddes vrittenvoorde and lawe but fell to bis

* owne Idolatrous inuenciones , and caufed bis [ubiea
* ctes tofolowe his procedinges : wus fo fripped from

the enheritaunceof his crowne, that bis fedewas vt=
terly rooted out.

The ende of Achab nd Iefabel is well ynough
and kyng Toram for bis ftout

countrey was [ofore &riken of the lorde with hors

 vible difeafes, that at leynght his guttes for extreme

But wherto bring 1

o out paticular examples of Goddes plagues and pu=
* nishementes vpon kinges and princes that woldnot

be fubiedte to Goddes lawes,and the lawes of nature,
feing the bole body of the Bible, andwritersof pros
phane hiftories be full of them?

Therforefeing no king or gouernour is exempted

! from thelawes,bande, and power of God, butthat he
* ought tofeare and tremble atit, wemaye proceds

tothe otherpart of the queftion : that is , whes
ther kinges princes , andother gouernours ought to
c i be




be obedient and fubiee to the pofitive lawes oftbeir
countrey, Todifeuffe this queltion | the right waye

dnd meane is s in all other thinges, fo refortetothe |
fountaynes and yootes, and not to depende on the rya
wers and braunches.Por as if men should admyt, that
the churche of Rome were the catholike churche and
thepopethe head of it , and Goddes onely vicare in *
earthe, and not feke further how be cometh by that -
autoritiethan could noman faie but that all bis doin=
ges(werethey newer [o voicked)should feme ind fo if
men should buylde vpon thauthoritie thatkinges and
princes vfurpe ouer their fubielles,and not fele from
sobens they baue theyr autoritie Jhor whether that
wwhich they vfe,be iufle,ther could be nothing produs
ced to let their cruell tyrannye.But forafimuche 45 we
fee from shence all politike power and autoritie cos i
meth that is,from Godsand why it voas ordained,that .
i, to mayntene iuftice : we ought(if we will indge
rightly)by Goddes worde examine to trie this mater, -

Saint Paule treating who should doo obedience,
and to sohom obedience should be done, faieth: Let

cuery foulebe fubfecleto the powersthat |
rule.for theris no power but of God, Ther
are that wolde bauc this worde, Soule, taken fir

tman,not as be confiftcth of foule and body bothe toa

getiser.but oncly of the fleshe:and that fo by thewor

de(Cowl ) should be underfEanden onely &« worldly
wman,that is,alayc man or temporall man (45 we tere
meit)

meit) dnd not afpiritual man and 4 minifierof the
churche, &oher vpon Antichtift,the bishopof Ro
wefcking for fubieces to be vnder bis hingdom , ha=
the také for bis fubiels the cleargiewithtagge and
ragee that tothem belongeths and bathe made lawes,
that they should be bis fubiectes, obedient ta hin and
not to the politike poser and autoritic wher vito he
Teaueth for fubiectes onely the temporaltie.

Butin fcripture this worde(Saule )is taken for
eucry inde of md a5 may dppedrewhd it faicth, that
all the foules(that is yman dnd woma)that were in the
arke with Noe,wereeight. And that allthe foules of

. theboufe of 1acob, which camin to Egpt were lxx.

16 which nombyes it can not be denyed,but that ther
were as holy and as [piritusll perfones,as any are or
wereinthe kingdome of the bishopof Rome.  And
hrifoftome (aprieft) expounding this exte
(Leteuery foule be fubfectetothe higher
powers)fayeth:yed if thow be un apoftle, dn euans
gelift, aprophet,orwhat o euer thow art: for this
[fubietion deftroieth not religion. So thatit cannot

be denyed,but by this worde( Soule)is comprehens.
ded,euery perfone,andnone excepted, Now touching
this worde( Power) fome wold baue it interpreted
for all thofe perfoncs that execute iutbice, bebe kaie
fer,king, mayre,Sherif conflable borfeholder, or nea
uer folowe:and fome wolde haue it tobe interpreted
only of kinges ad chiefcftofficers, But it is hereto be
C v tiken




€ baben for theminiflerie dnd dutoritie thatall officers
of iuftice doo execute:and [o it maie appeare by Chri
Jles owne wordes,wher be faieth: The kinges of
the naciones rule ouer'thé,id thofe thatex
ercice thautoritie or power, be called gras
cious Benefactours,orwell doers. roras

all mé and womé that feme to lyuctogether inthe ho

Iy ordinaunce of Matrimonie,be not m3 and wife,for
itmaicbe | that the man bathe an other wife
Tiuingor the wife other an bufbande, or that they
came not together for theloue of Godonly , and
to duoide finne, but for [enfualitie, and to get riches,
and [o thordinaunce it felf is one thing, and thepers
foues, thatis the mi &d womon an other:eué o is the
politikepower or autoritic beig thordinaiice dd,good
gifteof God,onethig,ad the pfone that exccuteth the
fame(be he hing or kaifer)an other thing. The ordin
naiice being godly the mi may be euil dd not of God,
wor come therto by God, as the Prophet Ofee [uicth:
‘They haue made thema king , and not
tirough me:a prince,and not through my
counfail and will, :

Neither is that power and duthoritie which kina
ges,princes, andotber miniftres of iuflice exercice,
ouly called 4 power:but alfo thauthoritie that paven
tes haue ouer theirchildren , and maifters ouer theiy
feruauntes,is alfo called a power: and neither be the
parentes nor mdiflers the power it felf | but they be

iniftres and executours of the power, being geuen

{ wnto them by God: &ohich alfo S Paule in another -
. placeplainly sheweth,faieng to Titus:Svarne them
t tobe fubiece to the principalities 3d po=
* wyers.&wohich fome interprete,princes and powers,to
wmake 4 diftinGio betwene the minifter and the Minia

- frerie.And it foloweth: to obey thofficers,fo that
alwdies the difference maie be perceaued. So thanif
by this worde (Soule) is ment cuery perfon fhiria
tuland temporal,man and woman:and by this wors
dr(power )thautoritic that kinges and princes exes
cute,thancan not hinges and princes,but be contets
ned onder ehis general worde( Soule) as well 45 0a
thers, Andthey being but executours of Goddes lda
wes and monnes iufbordinaunces, bealfonot exems

. pted frons them but be bounden to be [ubiette and obe
dient vnto them. For geodand iufte lawes of man be
Goddes power and ordinaunces,and they are but mis
nifters of thelawes,id not the lawes [elf And if they
* wereexépt from the lawes, and fo it were laufull for
© them to doo what them luftetb, their autoritie beig of
© God,it might be faied,that God allowed their tyranie
. yobbery of their fubiectes killig thé without lawe id
* fo Godthautor of euil: which werea great blafphes
. mie.Juftinia théperour well cdfidered whan he ma
. dethis faieng to be put into the body of the lawes.1¢
* is 4 worthy [aieng([eieth be) for the Maieflie of hing
that is i autoritie, to coft[Je that the priceis [ubiecte
¢0 thelawes,thauthoritic of the pricedothe fo muche
depende




depende onthautoritie ofthelawes, And || mine enemies in fuft caufes: and if I my
certainly it is more honour than the honour of the | felf doonot iuﬁly ufeit, thanufe itagas
empire, to fubmitte the principalitic nto the lawes. | {inft me.

For in dedelawes be made,that thewoilfull felf will of \ - zaleuchus the ruler and maker of lawes to the
men should not vule but that they should haue aline | Yocres, whan be made this lawe, that an aduoutes
toleadethem, asthey might not goo out of the waie § rour should be punifhed with the loffe of bothe his
of iuflicezand that (ifanywolde faie, they didthems | eies, and bis fonne hade offinded the fame,albeit the
wrong) they might alledge the lawe for theirwd= | people made great intercefiion,thathis paines might

vaunt and autoritie, 1tis alfo 4 principle of all lawes -
grounded on the lawe of nature , that eueryman

should vfe him felf and beobedient to that lavwe that
be will others be bounden vnto,

betwene the head and foote, concerning the vfe and

benefitcof thelawes) wherby common wealthes be

maintened andkeptvp.  kohat equalitie (1 befeche

you)should ther be, wher the fubicClz shoulddoorto |
bis ruler all the ruler wolde;and the vuler to the fube -

ielle,that theruler lufd?

The good emperour T xaianus (whom for bis
iuft behaueour , the Senateof Rometoke tobed
God)being in poffefion of bis office, and minding to
sheve, that he wa not ordained to be ativanne, but

to fee the people well gouerned, andthat, albeithe *

wai the minifler of the lawes , yet vous be [ubs

ieclz to thelawes, toke 4 [weorde , and gaue itto |

the Captainof the borfemen , and faicd: Tas
ke this fweorde , ufe itfor me againft

mine

Forotherwifehe
taketh awaye that equalitie (for ther is no difference .

be pardoned him, he wold notconfent unto it but pul
ling out one of his fonnes cies, to fulfill and hepe the
 lawe,be [uffred one of his owne eies alfoto be pulled
out. ‘
© Butthow wilt fsie: Swhdt baue we to doo with
© EthnikesXohy should we be ordred by Etbnikes doa
inges? 1 anfwer,that whan Ethnikes doo by nature
' that thow art bounden alfo to doo, not only by nae
ture, but by the lawes of God and man, fuch Ethuis
kes shallrofe in the yniuerfal indgement , to accufe
© the, andworke thycondemnacion,  The bifhop of
* Romes lawes(which albeit ke vfe not in bim [elf, yet
- will he hauelthem practiced in others) faye thus: Ie
| isrequifiteand juft, thata prince obeie
» hisowne lawes. For than maic heloke
that others shall kepe his lawes, whanhe
" him feIf hathe them inhonour.  luftice
will, that princesbe obedienraud bouns
- dento their ownelawes , and that they
can notin theit owne doingescondems
ne




nethofe laweswhich they prefcribe untd
others. ‘Thauthoritie of their fayeng is
iuftand indifferent, if that thei fuffre not
them felues to doo that they. prohibite
unto their people.his faieth the bifhop of Rox

mes lawe, And vpon this principle after in thé great !
: A— § THE BODY OF MAN IS KNIT

general counfail of Lateran,&ohich pope Innos
cent the thirde helde, it may feme, it was ordained
and decreed(4s they faie)that whan kinges andprina
ces that knowlaged no fuperiour , should fall out
among them [ulues,or should mifufe theirpower and
autoritic ouer their [ubiecttes, that than the matiei
should be bearde id corredted by the bifhop of Rome

But bere it maicbe af ked, who did this iuflice on
kinges and princes before thattime , fithit was bus
thancimitted to the bifhop of Rome¢To that at this
time e shall not nede to anfwer, for that we doo not
[ekeprefétly to knowe who should be iudge,but onely
todeclareand proue, that kinges and princes ought,
bothe by Goddes lawe,the lawe of natire mannes la

woes and good reafon, to be obedient and fubiete to |

the pofitiue lawes of their countrey , dand maie not
breake'them and that they be not exempt from them,
wor maie difpenfe with them, onles the makers o f the
lawes geue them expre(fe autoritie fo to doo,
&obo shalbe the kinges iudges, hereafter thow
shalt beare,
IN

IN wWHAT THINGES, AND

“how farte fubieGtes are bounden
to obeie their princes and gowernours,~

dnd kept together in due proporcid by the fix

“ewes, [o is euery comii wealthe kept &d maitened in

1good ordre by Obedience, But 45 if the finowes be to
wmucherached id ftretched out,or to muched shrinked

{ together. it briedeth wonderfull pafnes and deformitie

1in miines body: fo if Obeditce be to muche or to litell
ina common wealthe, it caufethmuche enil and dife
ordre, ¥orto muche maketh the gouernours to for
| get their vocacion , and to ufurpe vpon their [ubiea
1@essto litel briedeth « licencious libertie and maketh
the people to forget theirduetie. And [o bothe waies
the common wealthe groweth out of ordre, and at
leinght cometh to hauocke and vtre deftrudtion,
Some ther be that will haue to littel obedience,
@ the Anabaptiftes. For they bicaufe they beas
1veof a chriftian libestie,woldehane all politike pos
wertaben awaye:and[o indede no obedience.
Others (a5 thenglifbe papiftes ) racke and
firetche out obedience to muche, and wil nedes. ban
ue ciuile power obeicd inell thinges , and thas
) what




what fo euer it commaundeth , without refbecle it
ought andmuft be done,  But bothe of thembe in
greatervours . For thanabaptifies miflake chriflian
libertie, thinking that men maye live without finne,
and firget the fallof man , wherby be w.s brought
in to fuche miferie , that beis no more hableto rus
lc bimfelf by bim felf , than onebeaftis hable to
rulean other: and that therfre God ordained ciuile
power(bis miniftre) torule him,and to call him bax
cke, whdn fo euer be should paffe the limites of his
duetic, and voold that anobedienceshould be geuen
ynto him,

And the papiftes neither confidre the degrees of § .

powers , norouer what thingesciuile power hathe
aukoritie, neyct how farrefubiectes ought to obeye
their goucenours, And this they doo not for lacke of
knowlage,but of a fpiritual malice bicaufe it maketh
againft their purpofe. , that the truthe should be
difelofed.

1f any chyiftian prince should goo about to re=
dreffe the abufes of the Sacraments (brought in and
deuifed by the papiftes to maintée their kingdome ) to
correcte their abominablelife their hooredome,bugs

bebe conténted to wynke at theiy abomindcionesfo
runne with them,to dishonour God , to commit ido=
latrie , tokill the true minifters and confeffonrs of
Chrift,to deftroye the poore innacétes which ablor
the papifles wicked vices,and be defirous that Goddes
Eingdome should be promoted : than is hean other
Exechids, 2 16fias a cdtholike prince,adeare formte of
t'e churche,the protectonr of the churchethe deférta
dour of the fuithe,the fofterour of the churche,a con=
feffour while be lyueth after bis deathe 4 faynt (yea s
faint dewil)canonized with Ora pro nobis: whan
Beelzebub daunceth at bis Dirige, .
Suche & one(faie they) muft be obeyed in all thin=
ges, none mdie [beake againft his procedinges, for be
that refifteth thepower | refifteth thordindunce of
God,and be that refisteth,purchaceth to him felf dans
nacio:as though to leaue ewdl vndone,and to doogood,
svereto refi fte the power. And bere alfo they wryng
+his fayeng of . Petre(Seruauntes obeie your
maifters, although they be froward and
chutlishe)to free fubiectes vnder 4 king:as if boun
de men and free men were all one,and kinges and bon=
demens lordes hade like authoritie. Sowith violent

gery dronkenefJe,pride,and fuche like vices: thanisg veringing and falfe applyeng of Goddes bealthe ge=

be an other Oziss another Ofa, an beretike, ¢ fchif
matike, curfed from toppeto too, with boke, bell,
and candle, 4 blacke as 4 potte fide: no obedience of

the [ubicctes ought to be gewen ynto him. But ify,

h:bq

uing worde, Caiphasand Herode ryde cheke by
«cheke,and walks arme in.arme, with bothe the fwear
es and croffe before them, Erendeto theone, frende
' D to bos
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“buthe he not only niot gewen man the hole power,and !

tobothe : andbe thatis dn hevetie with Caiphat,
muft be atraitour to Herode; N

_ Thusthey goo about to bleare mennes eies to con
firme and encreace their deuillishe kingdome.  But
popishe prelates pradkices are no woarraunt, to difs
charge a chriftian mannes confcience, He muftfeke
what God veill haue him doo, dnd not what the fubs
tiltie and violéceof wicked men will force bim to doo,
He mdye not robbe petre to clothe Panle , nor take
Jrom God bis due to geue it vnto ciuile power:neither
mdie he make confifion of the powers but yelde ynto

euery onethatis bis due , nor yet obeyeng the infe= &

wiours commaundement,leaue the commaundement of
the bighe& vndone.  Yelde vnto Cefar,thofe
thingesthatbe Cefares (fayeth chrift) and
vato God,thofe thingesthatbe Goddes: -
Ciuile poweris a power and ordinaance of God, ap=
pointed to certain thinges , but no general minifter
ouer all thinges, God bathe not geuen it power oues
the one and thebeft parte of man, that is the foule and
confcience of man , but onely ouer the other and the
worft part of man,that is the body,and thofe thinges
that belong vnto this temporall lift of man,

And yet outr that parte with thappurtenasnces ]

firipped .

i

Bripped bim felf quite of «ll thautoritie, but alfobe
bathe referued to him [elf the power therof. For we
yeade, that whan ciuile power(bis miniffer) bathe ben
necligent in doing his duetic,or winked at the enil lifé
of the people, God hathe not holden his hande , bue
bathe whipped and plagued fuche people , 45 hedid
the Sadomites, Gomorrianes, and dinerfetymes the
Tewes.

Andinonr dayeshis hide is not shortened but be han
the and daily dothe plage blafphemours, hooremona
gers,dronkerdes,murtheraurs theues traitours, tys
rannes , [uche s in mannes fight no man durft or at
the leaft wolde touche ; fomwith incurable plages of
their bodye, fome with loffe of their children , fome
with loffe of their goodes ; and fomewith shamefull
deathes,

And contrary wifewhan the worldly poe
awers haue violently | tyrannoufly , ouer sharply,
and wrongfully oppreffed and condemned: innocena
tes , God (to teflifie that be hathe dalfo power
of the body ) bathe many tymes in «ll ages
myghtily and miraculoufly deliuered his people
from the. power of tyrannes : s the Ifraclites from
Pharao, Mdrdocheus from Aman, Sufannd fromthe
lecherous iudges:Sedrach Mefuch, and Abednego[rd
theburnyng ouen:Daniel from the lyons denne,Petre
from Herode , and infinite other examples we
D i haue
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baueinferipturesand biftories, And the like baue no
‘wanted in our daies alfo,if we will aduifedly cofidre ;
the condicion and flate of our tyme.  So that we fee
God to be the fupreme power of the hole man, afvell
to punisheas to deliuer at his ovenewill.

God is the bigheft power, yea the power of powers, *
f6 bim is deriued all power, Al people be bis feruditn
tes made to ferue and glovifie bim, Al otber powers
#re but his minifters , fet to ouerfee that eueryone
bebauebim [elfe , o be ought towarde God ;. and to -
doo thofethinges , that be is iuftly commaunded to
doo, byGod. - ' ;
. &obat fo euer God commaundeth man-todoo, be |
ought not to confidre the mater,but fbraight to obeie |
the commaunder. For we are fure,what he commauns
deth , is iuft and right: for  frombim that is all to= |
getheriufte andright |’ no iniuftice nor wrong |
cancome.

So did Abrabam, whan contrary to that femed
to be right and iufl( yea contrary to Goddes general
commaundement Yhe made himfelf ready -tokill and
offrein facrifice bis onely promifed fonne Iaac, ac-
cording to Goddes fpecial commaundement. Sodid
alfothechildrenof ifracl , contrary tothe general
commaundement ('"Thou shaltnot fteale) roba .
“be and fpoile the Egipeiancs, by Goddes fpecialcoma '
waundeuents  And fo did Phinces , who albeithe |
. B Yoere |

™

S

wereno Magiftydte et of 4 great Zeale by the
inward mocion of Goddes fpirit thruft bis [weorde
through. thofe two whom he founde committing
Horedome, .

But ctrary in madnes comaundementes,men ought
to.confidrethe matier , and not the man.For all men
what fo.euer mynifterie or vocatis they excrcice, are
but mé; andfo mayc erre.focfee coficelles againft co=
celles, patliamétes againft parliamétes,comaundemée
againft comaundement,this daye one thing to movove
another, 1t is notithe mannes wwardunt that cain
difthargethe , butit is the thing it [elf that muft
iuftificthee,  1tis the mater that will accufe thee,
ani defendethee : acquytc thee, and condemne thec:
wwhan thou shalt come before the throne of the his
ghiftand euerlaftingpower | wher no temporal
power will appearefor thee | to make anfwer orto
defende thee : but thou thy [clf mauft anfiwer for thy
Jeif and forwhat fo euer thou baft done, And thers
forechriften menought well to confidre, dand weighe
mennes commdundementes , before they be hastie to
doo thom, . to feeif they be contrarie or repugnaunt
to Goddes commaundementcs and iufbice : whichif
they be , they arccruclland euill, and ought not to
beobeyed, - &ve haue this [pecial commaundement
from God the higheft power, oftercpeted by the haly
gooft,  Forbedre todooeil, anddoo thatis good.
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S, Pauletthetrue teacher of obedicce)tedcheth, thar
ciuilepower and princes benot ordayned to be ater
yourto thofe that doo wel but to thofe that doo euil,
#d will not that mé should do what [o euer the power
commaundeth but fayeth wilt thow not feare the po=
wer: doo thatisgood,and thou shalthaue
praife ofit:for itis the minifter of God
ordained for thy benefite, and notto th

deftruction. Butifthou doothat iseu'l'r,
than feare:for it carieth not the fweorde in
vayne : foritisthe minifter of God,a
reuenger and execucionar., to punishe
him that shal doo euil. Andtherfore it is orday
ned thateuil might be taken awaye. Men muft be fub
iede,not only for fiareof punishement , but alfofor
confcience [ake.For not to obeye the power, thdt des

fendeth the good and vertuous,and punisheth the euil -

andwiched,is deadly [ynne, And the felffamealfo 5.
Petreteacheth. Soherfore the marke that all men

ought to shoote at,is to doo good, and in no wifeto
doo euil, whofo euer commaundethit, 1f the mini-
fters of theciuile power commaunde theetobos :
nour and glovifie God as God wilbe honoured, to des
fende(withthy perfoncand goodes ) thy countreye
againft thenemies to doo fuche thinges ds befor the
wealthe and benefite of thy countreye:thou art boun~
den to doo it:for itis good,and God will haue thecto
dooit, And if thowdooit not, thawfynnek agdinft -

God,

v

God, andiuftly deferuest the punishement ot only
of the power,but of cuerlafting damnacion But if the
miniflers of the ciuile power commaunde thee to difs
honour God,to committe idolatrie , to kill an innos
cent , to fight againft thy countrey,to geucor lende
that thow b1k , to fucheds mynde the fubuerfion and
deftruction of thy countrey, or to mayntee thein in
their eichedneffe,thou oughtest not to doo it,butto
1 Leaue it yndone: forit is euil and God(the fupremeid
; higheft power ) will not that thou shouldeft doo it,
* Thapoftlesin tymeof perfecution did not oncly geue
| ‘ysanexamplefotodoo, whan the worldly powers
© wolde haue had them tofolowe their procedinges,hut
 alfo lefte vs o leff3 fotodoo.Sod muft beobeied(faye
they)rather than men. And this leffon euen from the
| begynning before it was written , was by theholy
| gooft printedin mines heart.foban Pharao thety
{ ranne commaundedthe mydwyues of the Egipcianes,
4 tohill allthe male childrenthat should be borneof
« the ifraclites wyues:thinke ye,bedid only commaun=
de them No without doubt. Ye maye be fure,he coma
maunded not only vp3 threatned paynes,but alfo pro
mifed them largely:and perchaunce ds largely 4s thos
(e doo,that being defirous of chidren , - procure the
¢ mydvyues to f1ye, they be with childe, whan their
bely is puffed vp with the dropfie or molle,ad hauing
bleared the comon peoples eies with proceflioning,
Te deum finging,and bonefire banketting,vfeall ceve
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wonies dnd cvyeng out, whileft an other birdes egge Maxe]he shall neuer be in fauetie and quict fo long 4
is Layed in the neft.But thefe good mydwines faving | this traitourdnd his prating children (that ave al=
Got(thehighpower) tho haddé commaundcd them, ? wayes intheir fermones and bokes, meddling of the
nottokill , weldenot obeye this tyranne Phavaoes - ; kinges maters)be fuﬁ"red to Iyucewe wilbe yourtrue
commaundemcnt but lefteit yndonc. - . obedient feruauntes ,. we will beleue s theki ngbes

&oban the Toilye quene Tefabel commaunded,  leucth,we will doo as the hing biddeth vs, dccording
that the prophetes of God should be deftroycd , that . to our moft bounden ductie of allegeaunce , we shall
none should be leftc to fheake againft her idoles | bus & § font edfe your highnefJe of this grief: other of your
that all men should foloswe her proccdinges:did Ab= i grdces chaplavnes be move mete for that rovwme
dids the chief officer ta the king her bufbande faye, *than this hipocritetraitour2 No. they vfed no fuche

5our grdcedothe very well to ridde the orlde of the
for tbofc that worship the true liuing God, cannot be .
But tiaitouts fo my foucrayne lorde and maiftrethe *
king your hufbande,and toyour gracc.and itis tbefc

court crueltie,but confidering God ta bethe fuprime
- power,dnd feing Ahimelech(by bis.anfweres) and his
houfeboldetobe giltles of fuche materin forme and
intent as (by Doegesaccufation). Squlcharged

Ferctikes, that bewitche and coniure you, that your | ! bind with all they vefufed to kill any of them, or ones
gride canuotl}c delyneredof your childe,, norflepe . : tolaye - vlolent bandes vpon them , but playaly
quietly inyourbedde:lct ine alone, 1will finde thie | and oteerly ( being yet thekinges true [eruduntes
nednes todefpeche them all, only haue your grace 4 4 and fubiedes ) denyed to obeye the kinges vnlau=
good opinion of nte,and thmkelamyourownc? No. ﬁdl commdaundement.  And whanthe fame his

Abdids (4 man fcarmg Ged, and knovwing this com» | poetite - Saul - commaunded bis [eruduntes or
matndement to b a wzcked womans vill)did cleane {auidtom to kill noble Tonathas bis forne,who for
contrary ko hér commaundement,and hidde and pre= | neceflitie hdde taken ‘a litel honie to recouer his

ferued an bundred of the prophetes vnder the earthe
incaues, dvba the wicked hing Saul commaunded |
bis howne boufeholde wayters and familiar feruaun |
‘tes to il the grwﬂ Arimelechand bis children for
batred 1o Cuagid: did thofe his owne nereft wayting §
[eruauntes flatire bim forewarde , andfaye : your |
Maxeﬁc

- fireinght-contrary to the king his fathers commaun=
- dement:did they faie,let vs ill him a5 we be willed,fo
| shall fomeof vs be made the hinges liewtenaunt, we
shalbe an yriche nererto the fucceflion , we shall ka=
uehislandes, poffefiones, goodes and offzm parted
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dmBg vs: let vs not flicketo doo it Kwbatt beis PR

A mrlg: e he ;g'*:ﬂ’: s tbc: in t;mrfm{:eiqr whin they fpake, didthey
dead men doo no harme. No,no,cleane cotrary. They ‘ :e‘}g ‘ “; , addes in pieces wz{h tb.eir halbeardes,
Enewe that innocent Abels bloud did crie to.the ! . pp; ' bmvmoufhes with their billes? Nojthey
lorde, V engeaunce, uengeatince, uengeas ; «;’r;f‘iffe ;t at in that themperour of beauen thalmi
trice, Andshatlbei Cain bade amarke, thet 10 ande Cand ot théperour of the certhe wicked
manmight Laufilly kil him in this life , yet hangktb ’g : ,:n\:;e bc ?dgdmﬂ Godymés tbc.l " emperour id
be ow(4s good writers faie)in chaines in hell. And ; thﬁ ,:M therinthey wolle ot abeie lulizuor doo
thefore they wolde not obeie the wicked and cruclti= both téc%nma;ndcd o tbatbeha!ﬁ.And.t bis anfwer
ranaes commaundement , but knowing that God 5 the ; 1}1: n} broﬁ; and S.’ Auguftine, yed id
will not baucinnocentes blood shead, but innocentes ] P dP ;(d though they thé e.lufs doo ot foypro=
againft tyrannes definded they -toke vpon them the . f}‘,m;:k“” 1 [etﬁwthefa.r {,-clmﬂe doé.}rmc idacde
defenfe of the good fonneagainft thetyrannicall his 1 58;: ¢ cbx'«Plc,bow chrifté id good fubiefbes shoulde
pocrite and vnnaturalfather, ; ‘ke;tg;:“ﬁét:;:;?gj:‘zlcFedprtc;s, 4d£b¢ir:p i
Lulian themperour , albeit be were dn Apofiatd i - FE0at 13, 11 10 Wiy toobeie tht,
o i« b grest pactour of é’zg‘[‘k 4 f:::;“w- thé ungone. And 4 mé ought not to obeic
churche, yet hade he ynder him fouldiours that pros ] thi upfrmur;:; at shall cmaunde the o doo any
feffed Chrift. foban he commaunded them to fet fores : mg :%Mﬂ G; es worde, or the l:me: of natureifo
e to fght firthe defefeofthe common el " :Z c.‘?lm.:t loo that they shall comaiide thé ctras
the,they obeied bim,and did it willingly:but did they t:er l'll' exu{lhcc,? rio theburt of the hole fat. iei
befre they were commaiided feke for the chrifianes,  thi wz & I;:rtm teept o7 goo abqut any [uche
and bring them to the one and twentie Commifionds ! fea :eg;,:‘:;ltm ! ;nc:t_ waeso bring fbé out of their
yes,or to the bif boppes colehoufegor wian be willed i that l;ead 1'0 "53 i of hinges o hinges. Howean
and commaunded them to deftroye fuch a5 wold not ! 74 diffol {;l:;a dcbotmcgae,wher the bady. i cefumed
denic Chrift, and flowe his procedinges, worfhips: finowe t(‘:;, , l ey c: that bOdyl?e {u[ﬁ cywher the
ping idoles:did they bring them tothe fire,d flande " that s hjmldc mfsg darebroken,and iufice (the maris

about, that they should not fpeake? and tofee, that Am,-on:;::g :;:z;:i;rlykt.vgkdfg@ decaicds
o sh " el 1S , kingof Siria wrote
ould come nere thé,to conforteand fir "”Sti’": this toll the cities of his dominion, that if be did ¢
maunde
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metunde dny thing that should be contrary tothe lam | v b obeied but withffanden. Yoy the fubieCtes ought -

5

wes, -they shouldnotpaffe theron , but thatrathty | not(againft nature Ytofurther their owne deftruéhia,
they. should thinke, it was fhollenor firged without ? but to feke their ovne faluacion:not to maintene euil
bis knowlage, confidering that the prince or gouers ; byt to fuppreffecuil : fornotonly the doers but alfo

nouris nothing elles but the minifterof the lawes,

i the confentours to euil , shalbe punifhed faie bathe

&ind this fame faieng of this moft noble king femed ' Goddes and mannes lawces,  And men ought to haue
to be fo iufke and reafonable, that itis taken for acom | mope refbedte to their countrey,than to their prince:
mon principle, howo fubiedlzs should knowe, woban § o the common wealthe,than to any one perfone. Foy
they should ddo that they be commaunded, and whan - the countrey and common wealtbe is ¢ degree aboue
theyought not. : * . theking, Next vito God men ought to loetheir

Likewife a bifhop of Rome,called Alexander |

the thrid, wroteto an Archebifhop, todoo 4 thing

i countrey, and the hole common wealthe before any
, membre of it: as kinges and princes(be they neuer fo

which [emedto the Archebifhop to be vnreafonable | great)are but membreszand common wealthes maj
and contrarytothe lawes, the pope perceauing that 1 flande well ynough and florifhe . albeit ther be no

tharbifhop was offended with bis writing,and wols

| hinges,but contrary wifc without ¢ common wealthe

denotdoo that heveqiived : defired bim not to be { ther can.be no king.;Common wealthes and realmey

pffended butthatif ther were caufe,why be thought |
be shouldnot o that he required, he wolde aduertife
bim,and he therwith wolde be fatisfied,

This i apopes [aiéz:whichwho is fo bardy dar=
die to denie fo be of leffe autoritie than a lawe? yea
not felowe,but aboue Goddes worder Koher vpon
this is a-geneval vule,that the pope s not to be obeied,
but in laufall and homeft thinges; Andfo by good Ars
gument from the moreto theleffe, that princes (being -
but foote ftooles and firrop holdersto popes) com= |
wdnnding their fubiefles that is not godly, not infle,
ot laufull, or burtefill to thejr countrey ,ought not |

to be

1

. may live,whan the head is cut of, and may put on4
1mewebead, thatis | make them d newe goernour,
j oan they [fee their olde head feke to muche his owne

+ will and not the wealthe of thehole body , for the

{which he was only ordained. Andby that inflice and

Hlawe,that latcly bathe ben excuted in Englande (if i¢

muie be called inflice and lavoe)it should appeare,that

* the minifkers of ciuile power doo fomtimes commanine

de that,that the fubicttes ought not to doo,

- &whan the innocent Lady [ane contrary to ber
will,yea by force , withteares dropping downe her
sheles, fuffred berfelf to be called Quene of Ene
: glande




~%

1

glande s yetyefee, bicaufe she confeneed to that | fill that is not agreing to thy Canon lawes: hane to

wohich was notby ciuileinfice laufull, she id ber bufs
bande for company fuffred the paines of Traitours, |
bothe beadles buried inonepitte. ,

&voban the bleffed mi of God, Thomas Crans -
mer Archebifhop of Cantorbury did what he

faicto thee,Stade il a while, whileft 1 rubbe the. Tell

meplainly, and facenot out alie, a5 thou arte wont:

4 fpeake not one thing,and thinke an other,#s thy nas

turels:ones in thy lif¢ tell the truthe, and shame thy
maifer the deuil.1f thou were the fonne of the earthe

mightto refifle to fubferibe to King Edwardes |8y -thy fathers fide, and of anerraunt hoore by the
will wherby bis two fifters , the ladies Mary.and {mother, and fo abaflarde {Fy what autoritie faicft
Elizabeth should haue benwrongfully difherited: ithou thy maffe,whan thy lawes fuffreno baftardes

yet bicaufe be afterwdrde (to contét the hinges mine
de and commaundement, yea in dede to faue the inno=
cent king from the uioléce of moft wicked traiterous
tirannes )did fubfcribe wnto it againft bis will:was it

to be pricftes without difbenfacionzbow comeft-thow
tobeabifhop, whanthy lawes [aie,thoy maieft be
no priefts How bethy iudgementes laufull, whan

thow by thy Canones maieft benoiudge: Allmen §

not laied vnto him by the wicked ludge Morga Yhnowe . that thy mother whan thow waft begoten,

Cwhom God not long after plaged with taking awaie -
s wittes that vous d foole before) that he ought not
to doo any thing unlaufull, bi commaundemet of any
power?Andfobe (aninnocent) piked out among 4
greatnombre of very euil doers¢to [atis ﬁc the laye)
was condemned 5 4 trdirour beforebe fuffred 45 4
martir.Kocre not the ymages s 4d _lggggi_floftcs inEn-
glande deftroied by autoritieof ciutle powers And
dothe not Boner the Archbocher oflondd |
for all that force themthat obeied the authoritie(bi=
caufe be fateth,it was not lauful to make thé vp agai
at their ovene charges¢Bat Boner thou that allov
eft nothing to be well done(by what fo euer dutoritie @
itbe donc)except it be laufull,nor nothing to be laia

L]

vogs an boore.
The common voice and fame [aieth,and the truthe

s that albeit oneBoner (4 bare whippe 1acke) for

lucre of money' toke vpon him to be thy fatber,
{ and than to mary thy mother, yet thou waft perfone]

Sauages baftarde : andof that rdce come thy/

| Coufins dvimmeslowe thy Archediacon of lonal

don(a mete eie for fuche a groffe head) iand fwimfs
Yowe his brother,and a great meany moo notable,
Thefe thinges be fo euident dd plaine,that thou cana
neft not(without blufbing )denie them:neither thow
wilt (1 knowe )denie thé, For thou boafteft id brags
geft muche, that thow comeft of gentil blood.
But thou wilt faye thow haft 4 bull of difpéfacion
: frons



from thepope,I require to knowe, what time it wis
graunted. Thou faicft,whan thou wast at Rome,1¢is
cucnthat 1 requiered, Thow waft ;;n dede gt Rome,
rodour forthe princes dowager the Quenes imoa
fﬁffiﬁgf@?ﬁ?ﬂw{é betwene King Henry
the viij.and hers ) .
“Wohan thow faweft that no prebendes, -no. Arches
didcarics, no bif hoprikes were to be goken by conti=
nuing onher parte, thou betraicdeft her caufe, and;
becamcft of Counfail with the hing. O noblecouns
[aillour.O [euere and laufull iudge. :

A mete man to [it in condemnacion of [o many
innocentcs: yed more mete to Fandeon the pillarie,
than ind pulpit:tobe tied vp in @ boare franke, _‘_,}’f"-
walke in 4 princes chambre:to wedre 4 Tiburne tips.
pet,thand graie amife. But what if thou haueno dis

dy I wishe thy foule to be [aued. Repenttherforein
tyme:become Pauleof Saul.

&ohan the prince of Sebechcalled Adonifebech
cut of the handes and fete of Seuentie kinges,and mae
dethem lyue by licking vp the cromes that fell vnder
bis table, be thought thofe poore maymed men could
doo him no burt:but God payed bim home, For he him
felfhade bis handes and fete cut of and was forced to
pike vp cromes vnder the table, as be bade forced the

1 other Kinges.

King Abimelech canfed his thre feore and t2
brethren by the father fide, to be all hilled, bicaufe be
might reigne alone:he thought all was Cocke, andfo
didthey that holpe hint to execute fo horrible and=
cte,But what?did they efecape:  No.God fuffred the

fhenfacionskobat a murtherour art thou of true Ena
glif be menz  &ohat ¢ tormentour of the people of
God? Howhafle thou deccaucd the Erles of Oxes
forde and Suflex,the Lorde Ruiche,the Mais
resand Skeriffés of London , and nuny other of

deutl to make difcorde betswene the king and bis deare
dearlinges,and firft thei were iuftly defbroied by their
king, and after be bim felf hauing bis head broken
with apece of 4 ftonelette fall out of 4 weakewos
mans handes,for shame willed bisferunaunt to kill him

decedued fohat [o ener becometh of thy bocherly bos 0.5

the nobilitic, gentilmen, and Commones , forceing!with 4 [wearde,thatit should not be reported, 4 wos
thens to wafbe their handes in innocentes blood with | man bade killcd him. King Achab and Quene Jes
‘thees what confeiences maie they haue through thee?§ fabel thought non should reuenge poore Naboe
How canneft thou [alue their wounded foulese But thesdeathe:but contrary to their expectacion , by
thow wilt faie, it maketh no watier, The cleargieisy Goddes iuftice,dogges slofied and licked vp the blood
faire ride.of a great meany of enemics, A dead man of them bothe.Quene Athalia thought ber felf fure
candoo o hurt.  But be thow certain,thow wilt b¢d whan she had killed al the kinges progenie, but God
o deceand] E  ferued
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ferued ber with the like fawee: she reigned not long,
but she was killed. All the miferie and mifchiefin the

Realmeof Naples came by a woman,called Quene |
Toane(4 woman of muckle luftywho after shebade |
ben avehile maried toa noble geéntilman, and waxed |
yweary of his werke, caufcd him  to be hanged outof |

an open galerie in the toppe of the boufe ( bicaufe
noman shouid feehim) and not after the poore tie=

ses maner with an balter of bempe , but with 4 rope ;
of golde Yorought with berowne and ber fisters :
Tladam Marimalecafta ber owne fyngers, |
She triumpbeth for a while, and after befides an vn= ¢
fbeakeable nombreof pryuiemariages she made fous’
vebydaye in alitle fpace , butat leynght God pla=:

geth her, and she as hanged in that place,wher she
beforehanged her bufbande.

Svohan thofe that confpired the deathe of the two
brethren,the Admiral and the Protectour ha=
debroughtitto paffe , fo as they might robbe the

hing,and [poile the Realine at their pleafure: did they

atleynght efcape footte freezNo.Som of them bytho

infbc judgement of God were plaged with the like pu=]

nishemét,with the fame axe, vpon the felf fame blocs

keand in che fameplace. And thereft bereafter dre
not vnlibewithoutrepentaunce ( which they ‘shewe:

notytorecedue their rewardes . either in them [elues
or their pofleritie.  Owonderfull workes ; O fust
Judgement of God , that batcth thofe that dovesil,

and

|

and deftroyeth thofle that worke mifchief:that abbor
$eth blood thir&ic people and thofe that hauedouble
hurtes and treble tongues,

= But Boner ;imaye not leaue thee thus.Gewe me
leaze (Sauage Boner) todifpute-this mater of
Laufull and not Linfull,a litle morewith thee, 1f thow
and thereft of the traitours thy COpaniones should
perfuade the frédeles Quene of England(whs
ye haue enchaited)to geue oner the towne of Calea
¢ feand Barwike to 4 ftraunge prince,and(contrda
¥yto her othe not to diminishe any parte of the
rightes of the Crownednd Dkerties of the people,
whichhinges of England at their Corondcionin ty=
. mes paft made,and which'she alfy made o ber [ubie=
| &es , Roban she was crowned before she wds 4 perfit
3 Quene ) she folowed yoir counfail and fom noble
| perfonage fent thider to deliuer the keyes, aud the de
j putie and garifondid not firike of the meflagiers
thead , andfetitonthe gates , but obeyed it and not
rejifted it:wer not thoudd thi felowes traitours for p
# fuading her fo doozhade not she broken her othe and
promyfeswere not thattournay 4 traitour fordoing
that he was commaunded? &verenot the deputie and
garifon traitours forfuffring it tobe done¢  Anf=
wer,  &ohat canncft thou [aie for thy [elf and thy
folowesGiltie,or not giltie: Thou Gandeft mewet,
Sohat not 4 wordes Thou art fure,your good will will
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¢ frandeyouin ds good fiede, as the dede done, Neither

doo ye paffe , though the crowes be fedde with
your carion carcafes , andthe deuil with your fous
les,fo ye maye leaue bebindeyoud fame that by your
sraytorie,the laitic of Englid was deftroyed , and
the fbiritualticreftored totheir pompe and lordly, .
power,

But before the halter floppe thy winde, Boner, |

let vs hnowe,what thou canft [aye for ber,  Sayeft |
thou,princes be not bounden by theyr othes and proa
miffuscynough.fobat for the reftlet them remembre
that not [g 4go0 their neighbowr Mofieur Ver -
uin, Captainof Boloigne was punishedasa |
traitour,for that by necefitic and extremitic of fors :
ce be rédred vp Boloigne to king Hery theight *
anddid not die in the defenfe of it: But thow wilt fae,
be did it without commaundement of bis moifter: and
thefe shall doo it by comaundement of their maiftres. %
But what if the commaundement be not laufulls doet |
thounot faiethy [elf, it is not tobe obeied:  Thots
fuieft to others | that non maiedo thatis not laufall -
for any commaundement But thow wilt faie : it is the
Quenes owne , and she maye Taufully doo with her
owne what she lueth.&ohat if it be denyed to be her |
owne? But thou wilt [aie: she hathe the crowneby. :
enberitaunce,and maiedifpofe of the realme,and eue«
¥y parteof the Realme,as pleafeth her.But X anfwer:
that albeit she hawe it bi enheritaunce, et she bathe
it with

it with an othe,lawe and condicion to kepeand mayn .-

teneit,not to departe with é}_;ﬁ minishe it.1f she he
ueno morevight to the Realme than ber father has
de, and her father as muche 4 eser aniking of Eng=
lande : what neded he to vequirethe confent of the
Nobilitie and commons (by parliament )to geuc the

1 Crowne to his daughter or any other?

But thou will [aie it was more thanneded : for
without confent of the parliamét, he might doo with
the Realme dd eucriptetherof, whatit pleafed him.

4 Tahke bede what thou fayeft. 1fthat be true,that hing

Henry might do with it without cofent of the parlia=
ment:how is the Ladimari quenes &oby might
not King Edwarde his fome (4 princebornein

W laufull matrimonie, and right heire to the Crowne)

bequeathe the Crowne wher be wolde , and as be did¢
Takebede what thou doeft . 1fthe king and Quene
geuc thee a thoufuiit perdones,yet shalt thou be foun
ded ranke Traitour to the Realme of Englande. For
albeit the hing or Queneof reaime haue the Crow-
ne ucuer, tuftly , yetmaye they not difpofe of the

4 Crowne orrealme,as it pleafeth them. They haue the

Crowne to minifey iuftice,but the Rcalme being 4 bo

i diof frecmen and not of bondemen, e nor she can not

geueor fell them as flaues and bondemen, No, they
can not geue or [ell awaye the holdes and fortes (a5
Calefeand Barwike , orfuche life)without the
confent of the Commones: for it was purchaced
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- wwith their blood id moneie. Yea id thine owne popes .

" lawes (wherby thou medfureft all thiges to be lanfull
or not laufull)faie,that if 4 kig or gouernour of any

realme goo about to diminishe the regalities dd righs

tes of his crovne, e ought to be depofed. Thus did
Pope Honorius the thrid comaunde tharchebishop of
Collofja ad his fuffragancs to depriuea kig of Vnga

vie,which wét about to wafte , fell ad geue avayethe |

Regalities id rightcs of bis crowne, onles in tyme ke
ceaffed &d called backe that be hade done. 1t is fo plaia
ne thow canft not denieit.But I fec,Boner,1 haue cha
fed thee to muche:thi chekes blushe &d [well for very
dgre.M,D,Cleadfei, . D. Pédlet, M. Cofins, or [5
of you Chaplaincs , get my lorde a cup of fecke,to ¢3
forthis fpirites 1y lorde dd 1 agree almaft like bels
deszwe iarre [Svehat but not muche;his lordship med-
neth that mé ought to be alwaics but notat all tymes
boneft.But 1 faie,theimuft be honeft alwdies id at al
tymes. His lordeship wolde fayne baue a placardeor
prouifo for bi ad bis that they might [Gtimes(that is
fré thebeginig to théde of the wehe plaie their para
tes.But 1 faic,albuit bis lordship haue fuche d priuiles
ge,yct maieno honeft md at any tyme doo that is not
boneft, tufbe,dd laufull bi kaifers kiges, Quenes no,
teither his comaundement. For if thofe thinges which
ouly in mennes opiniones feme to be ynlaufull maye
by no autoriticbe done,and thofe thatdoo thé, be no
LefJe to be puniff bed,than if they had done them withe

out autoritie : hov muche leffe maye fuche thins -

|

gesby dity commaundement be committed that avein
4 dede onlaufull : but [balke punifhed according to the
§ defertes, bywhat fo euer power or dutoritie they be
exccutedsMen therfore ought to take bede,, that by
f, going about to come out of the fnioke,they fall not it
to the fire:and by pleafing of men , they runne ot in
1 to thedifpleafure of God. 1f mennes ordinaunces and
lawes or the gouernours antoritie and commaunde=
i ment wered fufficient difcharge for mentodoo.
+ what fo euer were preferibed or comaunded vnto the,
| tell me(1 befeche thee) why did Efaias the Prop het
i [effre rather to be fawed inpieces, than to folowethe
i procedinges of Manalles ¢ why did Daniel nos
% foloweking Darius and bis counfailles commauns
H dement,forbearing to wor[hip the true God: but wis
. content to be caft to the lyones swhy did not the three

children,Sadrach, Mefach,and Abednego
obeye Nabuchadnefar in worfbipping the gol=
 denidole, &d o auoide the botte burnig fornaccewhy
'did Eleazarusfubmitte him felf to deathe,and not
diffembles why did he not eate his ovone neat ,ad ab=
feeyne fr3 porie flefbe, that the hing comaunded the
11ewes o eat ctrary to the Leyes,id fayethat he ha=
de eatéit,as his olde trufbye frides of the court coffe
ifuiled bizwhi did benot fue for 4 bul oy perd of An=
i tiochus that e might vfe bis ovone religis asour tn
{ glishe haltig gofpellers doo of the po pe,cofeffing his
nautoritiwhich is the thig that be iy paffeth vpo:id
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rareth not how many foules be ledde to the dewil? |
Sohy didnot the feuen bethré and theiv mother obeic
the hinges commaundement, and fauc their lyucs and
goodes ds thauncient Cathariftes. and newe puri
ftes doo , faicng : all thinges be pure to the pure,and |
o tdolatrienor filthyne[Je can infectehim that is pus |
e and cleanezor why did they not faie , a5 the Pri=
fcianiftes and Papiftes didintyme pat, ands .
the marchauntes Fill and Petrefonne with their
doublc tongued traine &d diffembling feCle at this pre |

fent fuic, thatit islaufull (andno finne) to faye one
thing and meane an other? to lyexith the lyppes, o
they haue the truthe inthe heart ¢ to denyc Godin i
wordes and workes o they céfefJc himin thought id 4
myndez todaunce with thedeuilalldaye, andlodge'i
with Chrift at night 2why did Paule fuffre fo many
imprifonmétes.fo muche beating,[courgeing and tors
menting?Andwhy atleingbt did be not faue bis life,
and folowe Kaifer Neroescommaundement ¢ Soby
did not the Prophetes thapoftles, and fo many thous'!
fauntes of murtirs folove the wiched tirannes com="
maundemétes and procedinges but refifted them, and.
with their blood teftified, that they allowed ehénots
But all thefeboly ménes doiges inconfefig ad obeicg.,
the highet power God, dd not thinferiourpowers in.
wiched id euil thiges , are coméded d lefte bi the o=
1y goofte to vs in holifchriftto folowe dd doo the like:
1f ménes lawes ad comuundenentes wered fufficient:

warafis

wiraiit to mé todoowhat fo eueris comaiided théstell ~o

me(1praic thee) to what purpofeis fuffrig of perfecs
¢id fo ofte repeted fo earneftly taught fo highly com
mended in feripturcsChrift faicth: He that taketh not
upbhiscrofle and folowethme,is not mete
for me.And agsin:bleffed be thofe that fufs
fre perfecution for righteoufnefle fake,
fortheirs is the kingdome of beauen.Blef
fed areye,whan men shalt curfe you, and
perfecute you, and fpeake all euil againi
you, lieng for my fake:be gladand reiofe
ce,for your rewarde is pleintifullin heas
uen.Sodid they perlecute the prophetes
that were before you.  And thapofile [aieth:
All thatwill live godly in Chrift lefus,
shall fuffre perfecution.  And foin 4 great
niombre of places of [eriptures.

- By fuche perfecution can not be ment theiniuries
that priuate man dothe to priuate man: for God ha=
the ordained a meane, thatis, themagiftratetores
dreffe them. But by perfecution is ment the iniuries
and tirannie that the Magifirates and gouernours
exercice ouer God les people. For they not contented
to let 4 chriflian man haue iuflicein ciuile thinges aga
inft a papift, nor an honeft man againft fuche 4 one
« fawoureth their procedinges , doothé felucs fpoile
the chriftianes and honeft of their goodes @ anduot
onely fpaile them, but by all manerof force,uiolence,
) E v and




. dndfudres feke their life and blood , not onelyin
their ovene countrey. , but wher they baue non du=
toritie, bicaufethey will not obeie their commaun=

dements and folowe their wicked procedinges.
Godwill haue bis tried by perfecucion , that the
worlde imaiefee , who loue the chiefpower , mos
ve thanthe mﬁ"nour powers : his commaundemena
tes , more than mennes fonde procedinges:the foule,
norethan the flefbe ¢ the fure and euerlafting en-
beritaunce of heauen, more than the vncertain and
temporal poffefiones of this worlde, Yea he hathe
non dther waie to let the difference appeare to mens
fies eies betwene his feruauntes and princes Paras
fives,thanonly by perfecucion,  Papufes, Turkes,
Jewes, gentiles can diffemble, they can feme to faft,
to praic -, togrue aluiofe | to builde monafleries,
and chauntries | and to doo notwarde workes gaie
tothecie | bicaufethey wold be-accompted holy of
men , but torefufe to doo that is euil for iuflice fa=
ke,to be slaundred, fboken euil of whipped, fcours
ged, fpoiled of their goodes, killed of the worldly
princes and tirannes | rather than they wolde difa
obeie God , and forfake Chrifts this can neither
papifies nor Turkes | Tewes nor gentiles , nornon
other doo but onely theledtes of God. And yet God
dothe not fo feuercly require of bis people, that they -
should ftrcight offre them felues to the princes sla=
ughterhoufe,their neckes to the halter, their headdes
to

 to the blocke, their blood to make princes puddinges,
\ their entrailles to make tripes , their quartres to be
| boiled or rofted:but be hathe lefte them & fpecial yule
 and comaundement,wherby.toguide them felues that
, inall thinges tofeke firft the hingdomeof God. 1f
: be that is perfecuted. fele in bis cofciéce, that he maie
% dvo God greater-feruice and glorie by fuffring than
b by fleing, beought rather to fuffre a thoufuunt deas
! thes than to flee one foote, But if his confeicnce wita
i neffewith bim that be maie doo’ God greater glorie
" by flieng thanby tarieng, he ought not to tempt God
with tarieng,but is bounden by cTinaundement to dea
parte.f they perfecute you in one citie(fuix
eth Chrift )flye intoan other. And hedid not
only teache it,but did it bim [elf for[aking Iewrie,id
 goig into Galile,whi be bearde lohn Baptift was
' luied bi the heles, bicaufe the time was not yet come,
wherin bewas appomted to glorifie God.And bicdus
i fe God wolde haue arefuge pluce and fanctuarie for
Uhis, woban fuche tirannie and perfecucion shouid be
: exerciced be wolde neuer [uffrethe power and aimbi=
: cious tirannes,tMuake one perfite Monarchie of all,

f'but sehan they hade done their beft to bring all toge=
jther and the ftring bade b almoft in the nicke of the
Tbowe (as the prouerbe is)it hathe fodainly slipt,and
not only deftroied the doer, but it hathe fallen in to «
great meany moo shiuers than cucr it was beforc.
4 Thus God dulicth and plaicth ith his puppettes the
‘ prmcehnges of this worlde, Koers




wherforefence we beGoddes people and ferudune
tes, and be ourlorde and the higheft power; - and the
princes of the worldebe butbis miniftres and infea

riour powers, ordained to doo good and not euil; we

ought to feke chiefly to doo Goddes comanndementes
before all mennes, to pleafe God rather thanmen,
For the princes(doo they the worft they can)canbut
take frommen their goodes andliues : but God can
take from vsbothe goodesand bodie, and caft bothe
body and foulein to hell, And yetshould not they be
bable to worke their will in this worlde, nor exccute
theiy malice,if men wolde behauethem felues towars
detheir lordeand maifler God s they ought. Fords

becan , fo wolde befone defbeche the worlde of ti= |

yanes. But bicaufe many be opé enemies of God,and

many diffemblers with God, God fendeth ad fuffreth |

euil gouernours (and will fendeworfe) to plage the

people for their iniquitie, and to tric the faithe of his |

electe, fromwhom not onehedre of the head canbe

taken without Goddes wil. Andiherfore feking ale |

waies to do that is good, theyshould alwayesefchue
todoo that is euil ,and committe thende to God.
Butadmittether bea great nombre that baue

dronken of the hoore of Babilons cuppe,and thinke, ;
that ther is neither heawen nor hell, and that Goddes
worde is but friers maters: and that therfore (like |

Sardanapalus)) they should feke to eatand drins
ke,and feruetheir lufles, and nothing efles:yet were
this

this no fureoaie for them to doo that they Wolde,if
they should obeie their princes in what fo ewer they
commaunded.

Thendture of wicked Princes is muche like to the
moldewarpes, whichif they be [uffred to bauc their
fnowtes inthe grounde', and be not furthewith lets
ted, will fodainly baue in allthe body:or to the wefela
Tes,that conucith in his hole body,wher he hathe ones
gotenin his head.  So they if they be obeied in any
euil thing (be it neucr folitell) wilbe obeied in all at
: leinght.ohat letteth but that they maie not only fens
- de for mennes goodes , but for their beaddes alfo, 4
1 the Turke dothe to bis beft Bafla, and all bis fub=
iectes whan it pleafeth him? &oby maienot they fene
de for their fubiectes children,caufethem to be killed,
| baked and geuc it to their parentesin fleade of other
meat: and for 4 feconde courfe bring in to them,the
heades, fite, and bandes, 45 king Aftiagesdidto
Harpagus?  All the papirof England wold not
ferue to fct our the mifchicfes that might folowe,whi
| princes euil commaundements should be obeied and
fulfilled. But men that be wife,maic bi a litell confidre
i the hole.

Seing therfore that God will not princes coma
maundementes should be obeied in all thinges , but
will haue bis rather fuffre a thoufaint deathes, than
do any thing that is euil;and fence alfo fo many euils
les and mifchiefes may folovee in this life,wher wicked

princes
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" the for Goddes fake and comnigundement abfieine to
obeiefuche commaundementes, and cleaue onto this |;

princes willes maie flande for lawes, men ought bo3

Maxime:we muft obeie God rather than man, for :

swhofe [ake if voe lofe bothe goodes and life,we ought
toreioice, that we becalled toferuebim , andnot

doubt, but a5 he s habletorecompenceit, fowill he
uccordingto his promifeYrewardc it. And befides

alfo they oughtto confidre, that princes be ordained

for the wealthc and benefite of the people,and not to |\
their deftrullion:to maintene common vealthes, and |

not to fubuerte them 3 which rather tstn any man
should confent vnto, he ought  ( being a faithfill
i to his countrey ) to abide all loffes, bothe of
body and goodes. For next aftcr God,
wmen be borne to loue, honour,
and maintenc their
countyey.
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®HETHER ALL THE SVB-
ieCtesgoodesbethe Kayfersand kin=
- ges owne,and that they maie laufully take
them 45 their ovwnes

j TH E Anabaptiftes wrefling feripture to

L ferue their madneffe,anivg other foule ervours,
hauethis: that all thinges ought to be common, they
ymage man to be of that puritie that bevas before
 the fall, that is cleane without flune,or that (if he
| will) he maie fo be:and that as wohan ther vas no fin=
 ne,all thinges were common, o they ought nowto be,
But this mingling of the flate-of man before the
fall, and of bim after the fall muche deceaucth them,
 Forby the fall;id enerafeer the fall this corruptible
 fiefteof manis-clogged with finne , and shall newer
"be ridde of finne,es lang as it is in this corrupt worl
de,but shaibe alwaics difpofed id prone to doo thatis
| euil And therfove as one meanes to be therather vive
Isombred of the beape of finne,God ordained that mi
should gethis liuing by the [wette of 'his browes:
14 that be should be the more forced to labour,the di
finctic of thiges id propretie(mine,dd thine)was
(cdtrary to platoes opinid)ordained,as appeareth by
thefe two lawes: Thou shalt notfteale: Thou

shall not couet thy neighbours wife,nor bis
%[nmaiit,nor bis maide, nor his oxe,norhis Affe,nor,
LR any
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any thing that ishis. Afterwardein dede fvriptud! whont they forcq tolabour andtoyleintheipworkes, -

ve fpeaketh of communion of thinges , not that they | But "’*“““"{” of coming therby is fo diucrfe , thatie *

aughtfo tobe (for fo [eripture should be direitly | maketh the iuttenefJe of their doinges muchefufpee

againftferipture) but that ther wes fuch charitie | dted, For fome doo it ynderpretife to doo the people

among the people, that of their owne e will they | goodifome by craftie and fubtil meanes, colour their

ganc and foldeall they bad, to relene the miferie of | doinges:and fome of right (but without right)claime
| them for their owne,

their poore brethrenzwho forimpotencie,or for mul=|
titude of children, sere not with their Libour bable| Ofthe furftfort be thofe , that put great taxes

to get fufficient to releue their necefitic. Norof chis| and impoficiones on drinke for forafimuch as the peoa
fo geuen might euery man take a5 mucke a5 bim lusf plewithouermuch drinking become dronkerdes (and
fied but to eucry one(accordig to bis neeefitie) fuffi= fofinne againft God)theywoldefeme by mahing the
cient was difbributed, So that it fiode in the liberalitic| P4Y¢ afmucheor more to themas the drinke is wora
of the geuer,andnot in the libertic of the taker. the , they should force them the rather to abfteyne
But ther be fome in thefe daies, not of the meaneft| ﬁﬂ ouermuche drinking, dd fo from finne But in tiis

or pooreft forte,but of the chiefeft and vicheft: that| itmdyeappeare, they feke not abftinence fifynne,id
is,many wicked gouernours and rulers, whoin this. the wealthe of the people, but their ownepriuate pro
errour excell the common Anabaptiftes.  For the fit-For if they had their eie to Goddesglorie and the
cominon Andbaptiftes doo not oncly take other mens| benefite of the people , and the vice to be takencleane
nes goodes a5 common , but are content to let their| éwaic: they wold not croppe of the braiiches of the
owne alfo becommon , ‘which bathe fom fmacke of i tree.and let the roote growe | but they wolde roote
Charitie: for they them [elues doo non other , butf %P the roote that it should no more growe,And [5 of
that they thom [clues are content to fuffre. i 53 this fore do it to this éde,to make thinges betterched
But the euil gouernours and rulers will baue allpe. For(thinke they )if ther were but littell money,
that their [ubieétes haue, common to them felues, but|thi muft thinges be folde better cheape. As though
they themfelues will departe with nothing, bu wherjit [aye inthens to maie pleyntie and fearcitie , and
they ought not:no , not fomuche as paie for tiofe}/*s though thone were not the bounteous bencfite of
thinges,that in wordes they pretendeto buisof their; God fentto them that feare and loue him : and the
fubicétes , nor paic thofe pooremen their wagesy| Ot her bis plage iuftly povred on them that hate him.
whons ; F This
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. rhiskinde of praftice %oas if not firft funde,yet

vfed by Emperour Tulian thapoftata, 4 tiranne

a@d perfecutour of the Chriftianes (45 before you baue

bearde ) who being a fubtil man, and not bauing his

Coiifailours, fouldyours ad fubiecles (at bis denacic)
ready to bill whom he wolde of the Chrifianes (whd
be nee for no priuate caufe wolde rebelle yment by
policie to murther them , fpoiling them of that they
bad,and [o not leauing them wherwith to buye to re=
leue their necefitie. Saieth this enemie of God :1 will
ofe you aftcr yourChrifles gofpel. For it faieth:blefs
fen be ye pcore,for yoursisthekingdome
of God. and therfore 1 take from'you ll that yeha
ueprefently , that ye maie the foner comeby that is
promifed you, Doubtles if this waiewere a5 good id
beneficial for the agentes and doers of it,as it maic be
profitable for the fubiectes and fufferers: no doubt it

oere to be defired that it weredoneoutof hande,|

yather than one minuteof an hourediffirred to be
done, For the people from the lefJe to the morc, froms
toppe to too,all be geuen to coustoufneffe , fcraping,
fnatching and ketching, .
And from Pope to the hedge maffembging prieft,

dll be geuen to fubtiltie,crafte, lieng, trditerourie,
and falfedealing. Their beart is fo on their halpeny,
that neither they confidre their duetie to God (no
they knowe bim not ) nor remembre how muche
they are bounden to theircountrey:but vpon & vaine
hope

bad

' bopetofune their owite, are content either them Jela
; wes to bétraic their countreie,or to fuffre it to be bea
traiedof others,and one of them dewoureth id eateth
- vp another, that for a litel whilc be maie the more
live after bis'owne lujt:fobere contrarie wifc,pouers
- tiemaketh men to remembre,feke.and call on God, to
" loue and defénde their countreie, one to loue an other
like brothré and finally deutfeth and worketh what fo
cuer good 5 But none maie pille or polle, robbe op
fboile,ordoo any mifchief faieth thapoftle)that good
maie therof folowe: and fbecially kinges and gouers
nours of people , whom bicaufe they be ordained to
» doo good, and should doo nothing but well, ¢ brifk
called Benefactoursand not Malefaours.
Iftheydooit, whileft theypretende (but meane it
- mot) to bring others to beanen, they maic befureta
 bring them felues to hell,
The feconde forte bethofe that rabbe the people
-in dede , -yet wolde not haue their doinges knowone,
| They walkein nettes, and thinke no md dotke feethé.
t/And of this kinde be thofe that contrary to all lawes
(botheof Godandman) and contrary to their othe,
ieountrefaicle the coine that is ordained to vunne bea

ytwenemi and md, turning the fubftaiice from golde
{to copper.fi3 filuer to worfe thew pewter,d aduauns
(ceing and diminifbig the price at their pleafure. For
i coines all lywes commannde andequitie will, thae
nd firaightly kept,

ithefe foure thiges be obferued a ﬁ
F ij Erf
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&7 vl the pureneffe of the matier, that it benot core

ruptedor countrefaitted.Seconde , that it haue the
iuft weight, Thirdly,that itbe not lipped . Thelaft,
that it be not 4t the princes will fomtyme priced at
amore value,and fomtyme at 4 leffe:For ifaprina
ce might doo hereineuen what him lufted: how might
be not lightly fboyle bis fubiectes of all that they hie
sie,or cowld come by, kobich thing the great deuil and
cutthrote of Englande(the papiftes God) in bis Sera
mon that be madeat Paules crofle, vpa this Thes
me (now isisthe tyme to wake from slepe,
my brethren for nowis our ioie and pom
pemore nye,than whan we before. diffems
bled to beleue in Chrift. Be of good ' cheas
re,my difciples, ourtroubleispaft, our
ioyz isathande) letted not to bluftre out.In this
Sermon to bring the dead innocent and bleffed king
Edvwarde(whom for bis vertue he bated) in Batred
of thepeople : for heimputed to him(« childeand 4
wdrde Ythe levwde and wicked behacour-of his crucll
Counfailours and faied,be maruailed that the people

I

- people doo that dgainft him(whom he for bis vertne -

bated) which neither for this nor any vice be woldet
bauedone , whereas e [med to fauour. For at the be
ginning to mayntene Boloigne warres,which be deui
de, to pull hing Héries minde frd matiers of religi,
or((as afterwarde good likely hood appeared ) to has
ue bym taken in the warres, and caried to the bishop.
of Rome :the [ame deuil Gardyner was than the chicf
Counfaillour to haue the money abafed , tomdine
tene thefame.  And now lately(whan behath broa

ken his chayne )denifed Rofemary pence, worfe than

eucr any coyne wds before,as thexperience [heweth,

they being at leinght cryed to be nothing,

The thrid forte of thefe euil princes be thofe,that clai
-meall their fubicctes good for their owne,who allege
[o:: them this commonfayeng: All thinges be the
kaifers, all thingesbe the kinges,all thine
;gesbethe Princes,Andas the deuilbrought fur
the feripture fo ferue bis purpofe againft Chrift,
[othei abborring all other partesoffcripture, that
teache thew their efficeor Chriftenductie, pikeoat

could fuffre fo greatiniurie,to berobbed of their prin
ce,by altring the coyne from golde to copper , and fil
wertoleade, and to pullitfrom twelue penceto fixe!
pence, and not rife agdiné the king toredre(fe their

iniurie, He [awe,that this and fuche like iniurics we

renot tolerable in aprince,and wolde baue hadethe
, people

onely apece that _maye mayntene their tyrannye,
e i thus voritten, [aye theyin the firft boke of hin=
ges. This shalbe the right or lawe of the king
that shalf rule oueryou:he will take your
ffonnes,and putthem to his charettes, and
imake hishoxfemen of them,and they muit
» F i = run-
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- runnebefore hischaret , and ‘will make
him Captaines of them, ouer thoufaiires
and ouer fifties , andwill fet them to aire
kisgrounde, and gatter in bis harueft,and
ro make infirumentes of warre and cartes.
And of your daughtershe will make him
oyntement makers, bis cokes,andbakers.
Andhe will taketbe beftof your fieldes
and of your olyue trees,and geue them to
bis{eruauntes. And he will take the tenthe
ofyour fedeand of your vines, and geue
it to hislordes and to bis feruauntes.And
bewill take the beft of your men {eruauns
tes,and women feruauntes, and yongmé,
and of your affes , and do bis worke with
them. Andbewill take the tenthe of your
shepe,and ye shalbe his feruauntess But
whan ye shall crie outatthat tyme vpon
your king,which ye shall haue chofen you,
the lorde will notheare you at that daie,
This pece of fcripture is their clooke ; but it fera
uethno more 4 kinges wicked doinges , thanthat of
the wicked fonnes of EIi, and the facrificers(whome
men call prieftes)to take out of mennes pottes , what

pece themlufted, or to tahe their porcion rawe, cons
trary to Goddes ordinaunce. ¥ords in thone placeit |
1 dewourig of Goddes people , wis called the frowte

otherplace called the right orJawe of the prieftes.

is called the vight or lawe of the king : [oisit inthe

Bt

oy v *g
.

But in nother of thefe placesitis called the lwe oy
vight tbat God appoited to kinges or pricftes, which
befetout inother pluces , but Juche ¢ they wolde
vfurpe ouer the people, Nother will this mayntene
the purpofe, that bere he [peaketh of aking and not
of ¢ tyranne , for atthe fir® « kinges name was 45
odions,and 4s muche abhorred 45 4 tyrannes. But

this was [poken of the propbet Samuel to fearethe
people , that they should not goo about to altre the
ordreand policie that God had ordayned = whichif
theydid , they should fele whata plagueitwereto
baue ¢ hing geuen in Goddes furie. ~ And ifthey had
onely fought to be ruled by one ( aspartlyinthis,
that ane alone ruleth , a king dothediffre from othey
gouernours ) they wolde haue ben content with
Samuel alone,who a5 he was appointed by God to rus
lealoneouerthe fraelites , fodid be exercite and vfe

" bis office moft vprightly: but they wolde nedes haue

a galaunt and pompous king , onethat should ryde
out with his trompettes before him, « great trope of
borfemen before and bebinde hin , bis gardeall toges
ther in filke with their halbeardes about bym | and
euerione to full flatteto the grofide that should mes
te him | as the Gentiles hade, voho were in dede ty=
rannes , ds appearethby thefirft called Nems=
rod , whofor bis rebellion againft God, and
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oo huntour before or dgain® God. And in the fame king

dome of tl:e Vfraclites God shewed by an euident tera
your toall gouernours , that hedid not allowe fuche
vight , as the prophet fayed,the king wolde vfe oucy
bis fubicctes. Forwhanhing Achab wolde ha=
we bought of his fubiecte [Naboth bis vineyorde
(which he neded not to hauedone , if thefubicétes
goods be the kiges)ad be refufed to felit,as he might
doo , forby Goddes lawe he had 4 propretie therin,
from which without his will and confent he could not
be forced to departe, thehing fretted fo muche bicaus
fe b could not baue bis will, that be fell ficke in bis
bedde,ad wolde not edte. Ris wife Dame Jefabel,
a ywoman full of malice and mifchicf (4 that kynde
¥ very apteand prone to thofe vertues , and within
shorte fpace doofo therin excell , 4 fewe men can in
long tyine matche them taketh the matier in bande.
&obat (fayethshe) be you d metcman to be king
oucr ifrael, that wull [uffre fuche dishonour 4t your
staues handes, onethat bi your auncient prerogatine
whick hathe continued thes bundred and threefcos
ve yeares , yed fromthe firft hing of Wrael) yemaye
vfeinbody and goodes 4 pleafethyoucPhy for shas
me,pull your courdge to you , drife, edt your medt,
bemery  1waraiit you the vineorde.Out goeth ¢ Cou
mifiion in the hinges name, tocertain Comiffionares
where Naboth dwelt , fuchedsthe Quenes grace
wus fure,fanvared ber procedinges o -

requis

|

vequireth to cufe Naboth tobeendytedand con 7~
- demned for an heretike and 4 braitoussand fotocaus -
fe bim to be floned to deathe, Her will is furthewith
- fatisfied, maticr ynough againft Nabothprifoner at
the Barre,bicaufe she wold fo haue it:no man might
be admitted nor durft fpeake the truthe in the prifos
ners caufe,leaft they bad ben clapped faft and truffed
- vp alfo for [peabing againft the king &nd Quene: no
quefle durft quite bim,for fear of kifing the flete: no
lavees,no equitie, noiuflice might defende the poore
innocent, So thevineiordeis the kinges by the ordre
of lawe. Thofe newes be caried in poft to 1efabel she
sheweth them to ber bufbande,swherwith he(as fone
s he beardethem) voas recouered, and goethto tas
ke poffefiion of the vineiorde. But what foloweth this
crucltic ad tirdnies Are not bothe the kinges Maieftic
and the Quenes highne(Je within while after killed,
ad their blood licked vp of dogges,according 4 the
Prophet declared to hiin the vineyorde,wha he toke
poffefion of itzand all his houfe fo deftroied | that
therwas not lefte therof fo muche a5 4 dogge topiffe
agdinft the wall: Thus ye maiefee thende of luftielore
des and ladies that will haue their lufles 4 lowe, and
their will to be folowed and obeied of their fubiclhs
48 aright indede. Thetrue right and prerogatiue of
| dking was written ind particular boke by the Proa

i phete Samuel,and laied vp by the Arke, which boke
Thofe she

(among many other)was lofke, yet who fo lufleth io
E v knowe

|
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Enowe it mdic fee it fet out by God i the boke of Deu
teronomic, After that God had preferibed who [hold
be their king, that is no aliene or firaunger, but onc
of their owne brethren:for naturally ftraungers doo
1ot fauour ftraungers, And a fbraunge prince feheth
by all meanes to deftroy the naturalinborne,that be
maie with quieeneffe and furetieenivieand vfethat
be cometheuil by | and fo leaneit tohis fuccefion:
thanis fet furthe the right and prerogatiue of aking
thus. %obi your king is made,be shall not kepe many
borfes,nor putting bis truft in bis horfemen,be shall
not bring thepeople agdin into Egipte.He shall not
baue many wikes, leask they altre bis minde 6 God:
nother yet great treafurc of filuer id golde But whi
beis fet in his throne, e shall caufe a copie of thefe
Tavocs and Ftutes to be written out of thoriginalre=
maining with the Leuites, dnd the [ame be shall haue
withhi all the daies of bis life, that be maie learne to
feare the lorde bis God,&d to kepe(not to breake) all
the wordes and ceremonies that becomaunded in the
Luwwe and alfo to fulfil thé in his doinges: And be shal
not be provede and hault ouer bis brethren , neither
shall be fsarue from the lawe towarde the right ban=
de or lifte bande, that be and bis childrenmaie long

reigneoucr Ifracl. But befides this lawe appoited for

all kinges,hethat wilbe accompted dchriftian king or

thelawes and duetic of 4 chriften md which euert one
profeffeth in Baptifme: but 5 be is called and exalted
aboug the veft of bis brethren, fo should be be an ex=
ample to them of good lyning and vertue,in obferuig
the lawe wohich [aieth afwell to Kinges 45 to beggers:
Thou shalt not fleale, thow shalt wot couet any thing
that is thy neighbours: and [o it ftablifbeth and con-
firmeth, that euery one maie iufHy kepe that i kis
owne , and none maie take it frone him by ani medne
againft bis will beit king or kaifer. \
And by the doinges of Samuel who albeit be were
notakingin name, yet hadehe ( being the lieutc,
ndunt and viceroieto God the chiefking ) as great
autoritie 45 any king in the edrthe: it maieappeare,
that all thinges of the [ubiectes be not the kinges ovs
ne propre, For if they bad ben his ovne, what neded,
Samuel(at the furrendre of bis office)to offreto mas

* keandccompty Andtowhom, praie you? To any

bribing Auditour: No,heoffredto make it to God,
and to the king that fucceded bim. Beholde(faieth
the)] haue done all that ye defired me. ha=
uyemade youaking torule you. Mychil
dren yet shall be withyou. ButIam clde,

“and horeheaded:that is, I ¢ notlong cSri

nue. | haue b am3g you fiS achild to this
daie. Lo, [ 3ready to make mineaccSpte

gouernour,muft vemembre,that heis a chrifian man, | before God and your kig,for all thiges that ¢ be laied:

and that bi being made 4 king, heis not exempt ﬁb;u towmeby any of yow,whofcbullocke hawei takézwhofe:
the
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affe haue ] hade? towhom haue I doneany

wiolence or wrong? whom baue I opprefs
fed: ofwhombauel taken any bribes, to
maintene him in his wickednefle, to winke
athisfaultes,or toftoppe iuftices let him
comefurthe, and I will make fatisfaction,
And noneof them could [aie blacke vas bis eie,

No, faiethSamuel, 1take Godandyour
king to witnefle agaift you:Iam fo nette,
that ye shall not finde oneiotein my fin=
gres , but lam habletolaie ynough agas
inft you wicked people,&c.

© Samuel,Samuel, what king or prince can [aie to
the,as thou diddeft to the Ifraclites? They loke not to
wake andccomptino , they haue counfail of craftic
Alcibiades,howthey maiemake non dccompt.

But they cannot efcape it,they shall mete withan
other maner of auditour,than any of Moufire
Cinquebonetsprentices : they shall reckon bes
fore him,that hathe all their doinges truly totted and
faireengroffed all ready before hande, and wher be
shallin the daieof bis general Audit, faieto Samuel
«and all true gouernours that ruleaccording to God=

desrule:well fare ye, e good and faithfull -

feruauntes,Come, entrein toyour Mai»
ftersioie: Heshall contrary wife committe thefe
sppreffours and tirannes not to the lieutenaunt of

thre towre, or to the wardein of the Elete, but vnto
the

© the Yailour of gehennato be chainedin the wardeof o,

eternal paine Jand faie: Awaie with thefe decea
uoursofmipeopleto the doggesof hell,
ye were maifters , and ot minifters? ye
were bearebaitours, andnot bailifes, ye

. were {troyes,and no ftuardes,

But let vs yimdgime an ontruthe, that all the fubiea
Qrs goodes were the princes, and that be might take
themat bis pleafure. Let vs ymagine, that thefubie-
Sbes wereonly carnall menwithout the knowlage id
feareof God.Yea dd let it be graunted alfo, that they
were fhoiled of all their armour,and great garifones
fetin eueryplaceto kepe themin obeifaunce, fothat
they had not wherwith to redrefJe their liuries,«s na
ture wolds counfail them : were this 4 waie to make
thepeoplelaboyr,whanothers should takethe bread
out of their mouthe: Xwolde they defire to line ko be
in fuche miferie them felues:&yolde they defire to ina
creace the worlde with children | whan they knewe
that they should be lefte inworfecafe, than ynres:
fonable beaftessNo furely , and that yemdiefee by
the worke of nature in the peopleof the fveft Ine
dies,now called newe Spain:&vho knewe of Chrift
nothing a¢ all , and of God no more than nature
taught them, Thepeople of that countreie whan
the catholike Spaniardes came thider, were fimply
and plaine men, and liued without great labour,the
bande voas natwraBly [o pleintifil of all thinges, and

: continnally




‘continually thetreeshadé ripe futéon them.” &obds
the Spaniardes hade by flatterie put in their foote,
and by liteland litel made them felues fon 2,butlding
fortes indiuerfe places , theyto get the golde that
was ther.forced the people (that were not vfed to l4=
bour) to flande all the daie in the hotte funne gathe=
ring golde in the fande of the riuers. By this meanes
agreatnombreof them (not vfedto fuche paines)
died,and a great nombre of them (feing them [elues
brought from fo quiet  lift to fuche miferie and slas
ucrie)of defberacion killed them felues. And many
woldenot mary , bicaufe they woldc not baue their
children slaues to the Spaniardes. The women whan
they felte them [elf with childe | wolde cat a certain
berbe to deftroie the childe in the wombe,  So thas
‘where at the comming thider of the Spaniardes, ther
were accompted to bein that countrey nine hundred
thoufaunt perfones., ther were in short time by this
meanesfofewelefte, s Petre martir (who was
oneof themperour Charles the fifthes counfuil thes
re,and vorote this hijlorie to théperour) faieth, it was
o shame for bim to name,

This is the frutc, wher Princes tale all their fuba
iecles thinges as their owne. And wheriito at lein ght
will it come, but that either they must beno kinges,
orelles kinges without people, which is all onc, But
thow wiltfaie:wherof cometh this conmon faieng:all
thinges bz the haifers,all thinges be the hinges?1t can

: : not

fio come of nothig. But by that that is allveady fuied,
yefeethat euery mi maie Eepe his owne,ad none maie
take it fr0 him,fo that it ¢ not be interpreted,that all
thinges be the katfers or kinges 45 his owne propre,
or that they mdie take thé i3 their fubiecbes at their
pledfure,but thus it is tobe expoiided,that they ought
to defende, that euery man hathe,that be maie quictly
enioie his owne, and to fee that they be not robbed op
Jboiled therof For a5 i great mines boufe,all thiges
be [uied to be the Stuardes bicaufe it is committed to
bis charge,to fecthat euery man inthe houfe behaue
him [elfe honeftly, and doo bis duetic, to fee that all
thingesbe well kept and preferued and maie tahe nas
thing awaie from any man, nor miffpend or wafke,
and of bis doinges be muft rendre accompt to bis lor=
deforall:foin 4 Realmeor other dominion,the reals
me andcountreie are Goddes, he is the lorde,the peax
ple arebis feruauntes, and the king or goucrnour is
but Goddes minifter or fuarde,ordaincd not to mifus
fe the feruauntes that is, the peaple neither to fpoile
the of that they bane, byt to [ee the people doo their
duetieto their lorde God , that the goodes of this
worlde benot abufed but fbent to Goodes glorie, to
the maitenaiice and definfe of the cimon wealthe,id
not to the deftruéhis of it The princes watche oughs
to defende the poore mannes houfe,bis labour the fubs
Tectes edfe,bis diligéce the (ubiedres pleafire, bis trou
blethefubiecttes quictnelfe , And s the funue neuer

ftandeth
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» Pandeth ill but continually goethabout the worle

de, doing his office: with his beate refreshingand
cofortig all naturall thinges in the worlde:fo ought
4 good prince to be continually occupied inbis mini
flerie , not feking bis owne profit,but the wealtbe of
thofe that be committed to bis charge. And therfore
Saleuchus king of Siria vfed to faic:if men knes
we,how muchebufines and how litle quieencfe it we=
e to doo the dueticof a king, noncwold take ypon
bim that office, if be might baue the crovwne for t4a
hing 1t vp out of themire, And Antiochus the
great king alfo of Sitia, whan lie was dviucn out of
bis coiitrey by Scipio the Capitainof the Ro=
manes , and hadloft all Afia , andthe couns
treies about:he thanked the Romaines, that by their
meanc e was delincred of fo great 4 parteof his cas

. yes. He fave it was fo impofiible for one mé(were he

neuer o diligent and watching ) to exceute well fo
great acharge,

1f thefe two great kinges (who knewe not God,
but thought them felucs Goddes : that hoped not on
euerlafting lift, but thought ther vo4s non other but
this life: thofe that thought they could not be forced

to make accompt of their doinges to ani perfone) |

thaught it fo great acharge to haue d rule ouer coun

treies:how muche move should fuch Princes, 4 pre= |

tende to be chriftiancs, that knowe them felues mora
#4l men o Goddes: [eruauntes, no maiflersiand who

suft

muft (bicaufe God hathe faied it shalbe o) mahedea f »

compt for all their doings,forall foules men women
and children = thinke gbc{; o}ﬁcl; and,mini};:?'ie o
beauye burthett,and fo geue oucr feking and hunting
after their ovne glorie, their pompe,their pride:and
[etie the glorie of God and the wealthe (and not the
deftruttion)of thofe that be committed to their chara
ge.and tremble at this fayeng of Chrifoftomes
Imaruail that any gouernout -
can be faued,&ohich is not
fhokenin vays
. ne G
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"VVETHER IT BE

TaufoH ro depofe aneuil gouers:
noursandkill a tys
_rante, -

"\ 'S ther is no better nor happier cimon wealthe
N nor no greater bleffing of God, thi wher one ru
{eth,if be be a good,ufte and godly md : fo'is ther 1o
worfe nior nofi more miferable,nor greater plaguc of
God,thi wher one puleth,that is euil oniufte and o
godly: A good man knowing that he or thofe by wh
be claymeth s to fucbe office called for bis vertue,
to fec the hole ftate well gduerned, and the people des
fended i iniuries:neclecteth vtterly bis owne pledfus
reand profit,and befoweth all his ffudie and labo'ur
to fee bis office well difcharged, Andds 4 good phifia
cian earneftly fcketh the bealthe of his pacientand
a shipmaifter the wealthe and fauegarde of thofe he
bathe in bis ship,fo dothe a good gouernour feke the
wyealthe of thofe he ruleth, And therfore the people
feling the benefit comyng by good gouernours, v[fd
in tyme paft to call fuch good gouernours,fatb:‘n:nd
gdue thé no lefJe honour,thi childré owe to their pa=

yentes. An ewil perfone camyng to the gouernemét of |

any frate either by ofurpacid or by electio or by fuc=
ce[Ji5, vtterly negledtig the caufe why kinges princes
ad other gowernatrs in coms voeqlthes be made(that

is,the |

| ber owne filthyedirte : fodothean euil gouernour

o~
P

35¢he wealthe of the people)eketh onli or chiefly bis :
owne profit id pleafure. And 45 o fowe comyng in ta B
@ faire gardin roteth vp all the faire and fuvet flov. '
ves and holfome fimples, leaning nothing behinde,bue

fubiertc the lawes and ordres, or maketh them to be
wrenched or racked to fevue bis affectiones, that they
canno longer doo their office, He fhoyleththe people
of their goodes either by open violence » making bis
minifters to takeit fiom them withont payment
therfore , or promifing and newer payeng : or
crdftily onder the name of loanes beneuolences, conm ;
tribuciones,and fuchelike gaye paynted wordes, or v

for fearebe geteth out of their poffefion that they ‘

haue , and neuer reftorethit.  And whan he bathe £

it, confumeth it , not tothe benefite and profit of e
the comnson wealthe, but on boores, booremongers, By

dyceing,carding banketting, vniuft warres,and fuch
like ewilles and mifchieues, wherin be dely teth,  He
fhoileth and taketh aveaye from them their armour
and harneffe, that they shall not be bable to sfeany
force to defende their right. And not contented to has i
ut broughtthé in to fuch miferie(to be fure of bis /i
te)fcheth and taketh all occaffones to defpeche them
of theirlyues, 1faman kepebis boufe, and meddle
innothing,than shall it be fayed, that be fretteth at
the Qate.1f become abrode and fpeake to any other,
. 6 ij  furthe




oo further withit is taken for aiufbe confbicacic, 1f bt

faye nothingand shewe a mery countenaunce , itis
atolien,that be defpiceth the gouernements 1f be loke
forowfully, than helamenteth the ftateof bis couns
treye, howmany fo euer befor any caufe commiteed
toprifon, arenotonlysfhed, butberacked alfoto
shewe whether be be pryuie of their doinges. 1f bede
parte,bicaufe hewold Ixue quietly thanis be proclaie
med onopen enemye. To be shorte, ther is nodeing,
no gefture, no behancour, no place can preferucor
defende innacency againft fuche a gouernours cruels
tie:but as an huntour maketh wilde beastes bus praie,
and vfeth toiles,nettes [nares trappes dogges firret
tes mynyng and digging the grounde,gdnes, boves,
fpearesand all otver inGrumentes , engynes, deuis
fes [ubtilties &d meanes, &oberby be maie come by his
praye : fodotheawicked gowernour make the peos
ple bis game and praye, and vfeth 4l kindes of [ube
tilties deceates, craftes, policics,force , wiolence,
crueltie, and fuche like deuillishe wayes | to fpoyle
and deftroyethe people,that be comitted to his chars
ge. Andwhan be is not hable without moft manifeft
cruelticto doo by bim felf that he defireth, than fays
neth be ynin caufes to caft them in to prifon, whey
Tike as the bearewardes mofell the beares , andtye
themto the fakes,whyles they be baited, and killed,
of maftyucs and curres,fo be kepeth them in chaines,

Yhis |

while® the bishoppesand otherkis tormentonys
and heretical inquifitonss doo teareand dewoure
them. . Fynally be faiech and denyetly, he promifeth
and breakethpromyfe , be fweareth and forfwear
reth,and nother paficth on Godnor the deusl (asthe
comimyng fayengis) fo he maye bring to paff: that
be defireth, Suche an ewil gouernour proprely men
call a Tiranne,

Now forafmuche 45 ther isno exprefe pofitiue
Liwe for punishementof ¢ Tyranne among chriften
men,the queltion is , whether it be laufull to kill fus
che a manftreand cruell beaft couered with thefhape
of aman,

And firft for the better and more playne profe of
this mater , the manifolde and continuall examples
that haue ben from tymeto tyme of the depofingof
kinges, and killing of tyrines doo moft certainly con
firme it to bemoft true, iuft and c3fonaunt to Goddes
iudgement, Thebiftorieof kinges in the olde teftas
ment is full of it. And a5 Carnal Phoole tryly citeth,
England lackethnot the pradtice and expericnce of
the [ame. For they depriued king Edwarde the fecone
de,bicaufe without Lawe be killed his fubiettes, fpoie
bed thewm of their goodes , and wafted the treafure of
the Realme, Anduponwhat iu canfes Rickard the
the fecode was thruft out,and Hery the fourth put in
bis place,1 referreit to their owne iudgement, Derta
wiarke alfo now in ourdayes did nobly the like «&t:,

G ij whan
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whan they depriued Chriftiertie the tiranne, and
committed hint to perpetual prifon.

Zacharias thepope thatinuented firft the lam=
pes in the churche,depofed Chilperichus, king of
Fraunce,bicaufe be was fayed tobed lecherous per=
fone , and anunprofitable gouernour of the realme:
and forced him to be amonke -, 4nd made Pipine
(father of Charles) king of Fraunce,

Pope Honorious (asye bedrde before)conta
maunded , that the king of Vngarie should be depria
wed,bicaufe be diminished the rightes of the Crowne;

-onles he repented gnd yndid all that be had done,

A certayn hing of Portugale was very neglis
gét in bis office:be cafumed ad wafted awaye the trea
fureof his Realme e oppreffed bis fubiectes id mifi
Jed thé Zoberfore Pope inocét the fourth made the ki
ges brother therle of Bolone coadiutour to the king,
dd gaue bi the bole charge of the Realme difcharged
the people of their othe to the king ,and commaiided
them tobe obedient tothe kingesbrother inall
thinges 45 king.But the Fopes learned counfail faied,
that be ought to haue bé vtterly depofed of the Crov
e, Thefedoinges of Popes rebearfe not,us though
their ufurped autoritie were to be allowed , but for
that yemayefee , thatitis no newething to depofe
euil kinges id gouernours:id that thofe that hawethe
iuft autoritie,maic and ought for the like caufes, doo
a5 they did. For albeit thautoritie of the pape be not
daufull, yet is the reafon that mouced them fo fo doo,

| I
Boneft and iuft, and mete to be vecened dnd executed
umong veafonable credtures, And this lawe of nature
to depofe and punishe wiched gouernours, bathe not
bé only receaued id exerciced in politike maters, bug
alfointhe churche.For the canoniftes(the popes ov
. e championes )grounding them felues upon this la
we of nature,faye,that popes who maye be in dede(by
their [aieng)the lieutenauntes of the deuil,albeit they
call the felues the wicares of God,mdie be depryued by
the body of the churche, Andfo 4t oneclappe,in the *
coiifuil holdé at Coftaiice in Germanie,inthe yeareof
oier lorde 1415 were three popes popped out of their
places,Gregory 1obn &d Benet, &d the fourthe (called
Martin the fifehe )chofen. A fterwarde in the Coiifail
of Bafil was Pope Eugenius ferued with that fawee.
For the unluckinefJe of the coiitrey theveft of Popes
haue fith vefufed that any general counfail should be
&ept in Germany, fearing leaft they all bauing defere
#ed a5 muche a5 the other foure depofed,should haue
the like punishemét. And thus they cdfirme their doin
ges. If (faye they)the Pope hade not a fuperiour, be
might beig fuffred in kis euil, brig the churcheto de
frrucis. And therforeif he cd not otherwife bebro-
ught to amende himfelf it is lanfull to ufe the lawe of
nature,that is to yemoue him from bis office: for he
is no bishop or pope,that abufeth his Popedome and
bishopriche. An euil prelate id ynyeformable femeth
not to be orduyned by the will of God, faie the Cano=
wiftes , alledgeing the wordes of $. lerome , upow
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/02, thefayég of the prophet Ofce,that 4 princeor indge

is not alwayes ordayned by God.And be bringeth for
example king Saul,againft whom God fayed : Seing
thepeople haue madethem felues a king , andnota
yuler by me,and not by my counfail:ad yet God hade
ehofens Saul , But yet bycdufe he was notchofen aca
cording to the will of God,but according to the myna
de and defartes of the fynfull people , God denyed him
. to beordayned by bis will or coitf4il, The Canoniftes
alfofaic, that albeit the Popedome be by the lawe of
God (asitis notindede, fayeeh the truthe )yet that
this man or that, Paule or Julie is pope, it cometh by
the acte of man. For the Carvdinales veprefenting the
uniuerfal chyrche,chofe him . And therfore if hebe
not dccording to the will of God,and for the wealthe
of the uniuerfal churche, that is:if he be not one tha
feketh Goddes glorie, ad the wealthe of chriftes chura
che,be maycbeiuftly depryued bycaufe they erred in
chofing hin. And God femeth not to be agaift the put
ting out of fuche an euilperfone , but to fauour and
furthcrit, For hefayed:1f the falt be unfaneric,it is
goodfor no ufe, but to becaft out,and troden under
foote of all me, And agai:1f thi right eic bea let unto
thee,pul it out,dd caft it frd thee For it is better that
one mébre perish,thathat the holebodi should be caft
into hell. and agai [aie the Canoniftes(the popes las
wers )in rebearceig Chriftes words:ifour eie foote,
or hideofféde vs let it be také fr3 the raft of thebodiz
foritis berter o lucke mébres i this woorld, thi that

thei should cdri the yeftof thebodyin to bell By [ult, /73

cic, foote,and bande, is vnderflandenthe headdes and
rulers, and not the other mebres and fubiectes, And
not only the headdes and rulers inthe churche, but
alfoin all policies andcommon. wealthes.

Now if it be laufull for the body of the churche
todepofeand punifhe 4 Pope, being the chief prief?,
anointed not on the arme or sholder , 45 hinges be,
buton the head and bandes, to declare an higher aua
toritie than kinges hauc: nor crowned with a fimple
crovne,as Emperours dd kinges be,but with 4 triple
crowne, to shewe bis B.egalitie and power aboue all
others:how muchemore by the like argumentes,red=
fones and autoritie,maie Emperours, kinges,princes
and other gouernours abufing their office,be depofed
and remoued out of their placesand offices,bithe boe
dyor flatc of the Realme or common wealthes

By this lawe and argumentes of the Canonifles
and example of depriudcion of 4 Pope, are all clokes
(wherwith Popes,bifhoppes. pricfles haifers and hin
ges vfeto defendetheir iniquiticy viterly taken awaie,
Saiethey; Roe dre anointed, ye maie not touche vs:
&we areonly fubielte to God , and eucri manto vs,
God will haue vs (O moft wiked popes, bifhoppes,
prieftes,cruell and euil princes ) reigneto plage you
people,for your iniquitie,

But here ye fec,the body of euery flate maie(1f it

will)yed and ought to edreffeand correcte the vices
G ¥ and




* . and beaddes of their gouernours. And forafmuche 4t

9¢ baue allready fene, wherof politike powet and goe
wucruement groweth, and thende wherunto it was ors
dained:and feing it is before manifeftly and fufficiétly
proued that kinges and princes haue not an abfolute
power ouer their fubiefles:that theyare and ought to
be fubiecte to.the lawe of God, and the holforme po«
fitiuc lawes of their coiitrey:and that they maie not
Laufilly take or vfe their fubieftes goods at their pled
fure:the reafones drgumentes and lavee that ferue for
the depofing ad difplaceig of aneuil goucrnour, will
doo 45 muche for the proofe, that itis laufull tokill 4
tiranne,if they maie be indifferently bearde, As God
hathe ordained Magiftrates to bearc and determine
priudte mennes maticrs, and to punifbe their vices:
foalfovoill he, that themagiftrates doinges be called
to accompt and reckoning, and their vices correchd
and punifhed by the body of ke hole cogregacion or
common wealthe.

Asitis manifeft by the memorie of the duncient

office of the highe Conflable of Englande, vnto whos
fe autoritie it perteined , ont only to fummone the
king peronally before the parliament or other cour=
tes of iudgement (o anfwerand receanedccording
toiuflice) butalfo vpon iufle occafion to committe
him vnto varde.

Kinges, Princes and goucrnours hauc their autos
rific

vitfe of the people, a5 alllawes, vfuges and policies
doo declare and teftifie,

For in fome places and countreies they haue mo-
reand greater autoritie,in fomeplaces leffe. Andin
fome thepeople haue not geuen this autoritie to any
other,but reteine and exerciceit themfelues.  And
i any man fo vnreafonableto denie | thatthe hole
maic doo 4s wmuche a5 they baue permitted one mems
bretodoo? or thofe that haue appointed an office
wpon truftbauenot autoritie vpon iufle oceafion (4
the abufe of it)to take awiie thst they gaues Alllan
wes doo agree; . that men maie reuoke their proxies
andlettres of Attournaie,whanit pleafeth them:mys
chemore whan they feetheir proclours and attours
naiesabufe it.

Butnow to proue thelater parte of this queftion
sffivmatinely, that itis Laufullto hill 4 tivine: ther is
10 man can dense,but that the Ethnikes (albeit they
bad not the right and perfite true knowlage of God)
were endued with the knowlage of the lawe of na=
ture. ’

Fot it i§ no priuate laweto 4 fivoe o certain peo,
ple,but common to all: not written inbokes , but
graffedin the heartes of men: not made by man but
ordainedof God: which we bane not learned, res
seaued or redde , but baue taken , fucked , and
dravenc it out of nature : wherunto we dare not
taught , but made: not infirufted, but feafoned:and
.. (‘;
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/o0& {4 8. Paule faieth) mannes confeience bedring wita

neffeof it.

This lawe teftificth to euery mannes confience,
that it is naturall to cutte awaiean incurable mem=
bre,which(beig fuffred)wolde deftroic the hole body.

Kinges , Princes and other gouernours, albeit
they are thebeaddes of 4 politike body, yetthey are
wot the bolebody .
membres,yet they dre but membres: nother arc the
people ordained for them , but they arcordained for
the people: i
Wpo this lawe of nature,dd to coferue the holebody
the Ethnihes not knowig that thefoule is imortall,
nor that ther shalbe 4 Refurredtion of the body and
foule toiudgement , but thought the foule perifhed
with the body,and that ther was nodifftrence betwes
ned brutebeaft and mannes life: thought it reafonas
bl:,and madeit laufull (by their pofitiuelawe)for eue
vy man tokill « tiranne,  Andto encourage mes to
entreprifeto kill a tivanne, they efemed thedede to
beworthy fo great rewarde, that they thought him
worthyperdone that killed 4 tiranne,though behad
killed bis owne naturall father before, And beftdes
this , whan they fawe,, that tirannes vfed to haue
their bodies defended with great garifones and gare
des of forainpeople , orkept them felues in frong

holdes and fecret chambres fo as nonc without greas |

hefarde and peril might come verethem: they pros
o - pouned

And though they be thechief |

|
@ tiranne. Nother thought they rewardes or giftes to
be a fufficient recompence forfo-vertuous an a8z but
they vfed alfo to make the ymage of himthat killed 4
tivanne,inbraffe; and tofetit vpinthe moft folemne
place of thecitie , for 4 perpetual memorie of the
adcle,the commendacion of thedoer and thencourages
wient of others to doo the like, They dedicatedto hic
praife andhonour fonges and verfes,and wolde baue
them takenof men s Goddes worthy immorsalitie.
&oherof camethe name of Nobilitie,or how were
thofe that be called beroical or noble perfonages diu
ded from others , and had in fuche honour and reucé
rence,feing all men came of one man and one womans
wods it for their luflie havoking and huntingsfor their
nimble diceing and coning cardings for their fine fine
ging and daunceing : for their open bragging and
fwearings for their falfe fliering and flasteringfor
their fubtil piking and fealing? for their cruel pola
ling and pilling:for their merciles man inurtherings
for their vnnatural deftroieng of their natural coun
srey men , andtraiterous betraieng of their couns
treyeNo,nother was nofuche thing. The refpedte
only of their vertue id lowe to their colitrey brought
them therto.Bicaufe they reuenged and deliuered the
oppreffed people out of the handes of their gouer,
nours,who abufed their autoritie,id wickedly, cruel
Iy and tirannously ruled oner them:the people of &
: grate
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poiined great vewdrdes to him that showld defivaie 15
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+ . grdte dnd thikefill minde; gau¢ them thatefimdcion

and honour.Of this kinde of nobilitic was Hercus
les, Theleus, and fuche like. .
Good kinges, gouernours and flates in time paft
tooke it to be the greateft honour that could be,not
to take cities and Realmes to their owne vfe (whaun
they werecalled to aide and releuc thoppreffed ) as
princes doo now a daies :but to refcue and deliuer the
people and countreies ffom the tirdnic ofthe gouer=
nours,and to reflore them to their libertie. So 4id the
Romdnes , the Lacedemonianes out of the tirannie
of Onabis .and all Grece from the bondage that Phi
lippus(Demetrius fonne) king of Macedonia hade
them in. So did the noble mé of the people of God alfo
comte to their highe efimacion and honour, & Gedeo,
Bardc, lepthe,and Samfon,who for the delineric of
bis contrey fromthepower of the idolatrous cruel
Philifines,pulled vpon him felf prefent deathe. S0
that this principle that euil ad euil doers ought tobe
punifhed, and rotten membres to be cut dwaic, was
nopeculiar lawe of the Etbnikes, but it procedeth of
ndtaire,and therfore common to all men gs it is plaine
by the Chronicles and experience of allages , and
purpofely cxemplified for our fure flaic and learning
afwelin the boke of Tudges, 4 in many other hiflo=
vies of holy fcriptures, according to the expreffe
worde and commaundement(applied to this fenfeand
meaning) whichfaieth:Leteuil be taken out
: ofthe

ofthe middes of the congregacion , that
therefl which beare ofit , maie be afrajed,
and not entreprife todoothelike. and
Chrift pronounceth, that ewery tree which brin geth
not furthe good frute,shalbe cut dovne and caft in to
the fire:muiche more the ewil tree, that brigeth furthe
euil frute. And albeit fome doo holde, that the maner
and medne to punifie ewil 2d euil doers,is not all one
aindg Chrifianes(which bein dede that they proftj]‘c
i.worde)dd Etbnikes, which thike it lauful for every
priuate mi(without refpete of ordre id time) to pux
nifbe euil: yet the lawes of many chrifliane regiones
doo permitte,that priuate mé maie kil malefacours,
yea though they were magiftrates, in fome cafes; ag
“whitd gouernois shall fodaily with bis {worderine
"Ypa dn intiocét,or 200 about to shoote him through
‘with a gone; or if he should be foiidein bedde with 4
vadnes wife,or 200 about to deflowre id rauifbe « ma
ves daughther:muche moreif goo about to betraie id
anake avvaie his coiitrey to foraiers, &c. Neuertheles
forafmuche a5 all thiges i enery chrifté coms wealthe
ought to be done decétly id accordig toordredd cha
witie:) thikieit ca not be maitened by Goddes worde,
that any priuate ma maie hi U except (wher execucia
of iuflepisifbemét vpG tiranes, idolaters,&d traiterous
gouernours is either by the bole flate viterly neglea
¢bed, or the price with the nobilitic id coitfail cfpire
the [ubser i or.altcracid of their citrey dd peaple)
. dny
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any prinateman haue fom fecial invardecomauns
dement or [urely proued mocion of God :- ds Mofts
had to kill the Egipcid,Phinees the Lecherours and
Abud king Eglon, with fuchelike: or beotberwife
commaiided or permitted by common autoritic vpon
iuftr occafion and common necefitie to kill.

Bt pow perchaunce thou wilt demaunde, why
chriften mé newer made expreffe pofitive lawe.of the
kinde of punifhement of tivannes, ~ Might it notbe
anfwered, 45 Sold did (excufing that he had not made
alawe for [uche s killed their parentes)that no man
wolde fufpecte , that fo ynnatural 4 faéteshould be
thought, muche leffe committeds orthat thofe that
should be the minifters, yea the ymages of God bere
in earthe ,charged bothe by God and man, te feethe
people defended from iniuries,shauld fo muche abufe
their officeand autoritie, s to conucrte the fweorde
to the deftrudfion of them , whofe championes and
defindours they ought to be?Yearather of all to faie
(xwhichis moft certain) the fimplepeople deceaned
by greatothes, and begiled with faire promifes,fufs
fred their gouernours to wfurpe fuche antoritie and
power ouer them , and folong winked-and bare with
theiriniquitie , that they were not bable to taheit
from them. :

But I befeche thee,what nedeth to make one ges
neral lawe to punifhe bi one name 4 great many offen
fes,whan thelawe is all ready made for the punifhes

N ment

ment of cuerione of them particularly. 1f4 prince .-

robbe and fpoile bis [ubiedles it is thefte,and as 4 thes
feoughtto be punished, 1f be kil and murther them
contrary or without the lawes of his countreye , itis
murther and as a mustherour he ought to be punif=
bed. 1fbe committe aduoutrie, he is an aduouterour
and ought to be punished with the fame paynes that
others be.1f be violently rauishe mennes yues,daus
ghters or maydens,the lawes that are made agdinftra
uishers,ought to be executed on him, | fhe goo ubout
to betraic his countrey,and to bring the people under
# foreynpower : beis a trd;tour,and 4 & traitouy
he ought to fuffre, And thofe that be iudges in com3
&wealthes , ought (opon complayntYto fummone and
cite them to anfwer to their crymes, and [o to procea
de,as they doo with otters. For the prophet [beaking
vito thofe that haue the rulein cimon wealthes, and
that beiudges and other minifters of iuftice | fuietb:
miniftreiuflice to the poore and orphan, pronounce
the miferableand poore to be innocent, if bebeinnos
cent: takethe poore, and deliuer the nedy out of the
handes of the wicked.Xohan ye fitte to iudge, yeshal
not haucrefpecte of perfones, whether they be riche
or poore,great or fmalsfeare no man, for ye executs
the iudgementof God , fayetbthe holy gooft by the
mouthe of Mofes. Iudge not dfter the outwarde appe
sraunceof men,but iudge rightly: fayeth Chrig.
God him([elf gaue thexample of punishement of
H cuil
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evil gouernours For whan the children of Ifracthus
de committed 1dolatrie he commaunded mofes to take
the Princes of the people,and to hang themup aga-
infk the Sunnc,that bis wratheand furiemight be tur
ned from Ifracl.

&vhan that doughtie dame Quene Athalia, the
woman tyrannc(feing after her fonne Ahdziahu was
dead,that she was childles and pa hope to haue any
childré) bade killed all the kynges progenye (faning
1045, whom Iebofaba Torams daughter bidand get
woith bis nource out of the waye)purpofing to reigne
therby infecuritie,and to tranfpofe the right of the
erowne to firaungers or fom otber fauourer of ber
crucl procedinges at ber pleafur by the helpeand fubs
$ilti of ber traiterous Counfaillours and fo went on in
all abomindcion and crueltie without comptrolling 4
great [pace; Did ber fubicétes [uffre herin her wica
&edneffe fiill ynpunished though she was the vndoubs
ted Quene and chief gouernour of the landesNo, no.
But 4 fone 4 1045 was 4 littell nourced vp,and crept
fomwehat out of the shell being 4 childe of feuen sca=
res olde:the nobilitie and commones feling by expe-
rience what miferie it woas to lyue onder the gouernes
suent of « mifchicuons woman, not only garded 1o4s
with mé and all decent regal ceremonics vnto the hous
feof God (by thadwife and appoyntement of mi«cll:

the
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the high prieft) and ther crouned himfolemnely:but
alfo whan Athalia the Quenes highnefJe camin, may
uailing whatadoo that was, and perccaning the mae
ter jrent ber clothes howling and crieng , 4 the mas
tier of madde women is fbecially inthe hotte feafones
of theyeare : they layed handes onher (forall ber
crieng, Tredfon,treafon) andwhan they bade caried
ber out of the houfe of God, they slewe her, And fo
s the realmeridde of a tyranne | theright enberia
tour poffeffed in bis regal affate  thepeople madeq
newe bade with God to[erue him[yncerely accordig
to his worde , and banished all idolatrie and falfe reli
gion(which the Quene had fet vp and vfed ) and the
common wealthe florished afreshe in her former ped=
veand libertie,

The prophet Elfas being rio eiuile magiftrate,catt
fed the kyng and Quenes highenefJe chaplaynes Baals
prieftesto be killed before Achabs fuce, bicaufe they
were idolaters, and taught and mayntened falferelia
gion,though fearce fo falfeand idolatrous,as the poa
pes maffe and veligion i5. And whan the Quénes maie
Jtie dame Lefabel( that she deuil)faw ehu G to ber pa
luce,cried andreuiled bi 4 4 traitour.Yebu notpaffing
vpd berwordes(though she wds his foueraigneladi ad
maifttes ) eried alovede twho is on my fide, whoiAs
though be hade fated , if ther be any amongyou, that
fetteth more by Goddes true religid and their natural
sonntrei thanb y that idolatrons witche the Quene:
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s eaft berout at thewyndow. Andfotwo orthréeof

ber priuie Chambre threve herout to him, burfting
ber neche and bones againft the walles, And s fone 48
1¢hu hade trodé ber wnder his fete, dogges (4s yehea
«arde before)eat vp her fleshe,ad floffed vp her blood,

Toram was knowne theking and right enberia
tour of thecravne of ifrael, And yet whan be [av;n
Yehu and his cOpanie come towdrde him, be afzed hims
whether be came in pedce.lehu faied:what pedce shos
uld ther be 45 long as the horedomes of thy mother
Tefabel and ber witchecraftes befo great: And fo for
bis idolatrous tyrannie and euil gouernement .chu
slewe him. And many moo [uche examples in feriptus
ves we haue,which( 45 therefle of the Bibleis Ybe lefte
fortheinftruttion of all chriften  common vffaltbes
inlike cafe,s we want not alfo the like experiéce and
exdmples euen inthefe our dayes.Bicaufe tbf‘rcmem-
braunce of the horribledeftrution of the eud.gouer-
nowrs, dnd alteracion of the commton wealthe in Scha
wuzerlande and certain other places in high Als
mayne,now in our tyme is not very pleafaunt, 1 will
purpofcly paffeit ouer, albeit themateris [o .ﬁ'cshc

andgrenc yet @ill in all mennes fightes that it is fpo=
ken of vnyuerfally through the worlde, And was not
Petrus Aloyfius (Pape Paule the thriddes foune, and

dubeof Placenza ) iuftly flayne now lutelyof bis
owne

owne people,bicdufe of the euil goucrnement and the -

rannye be vfed among thems

And wher this iuftice is not executed but the prin
ceand the people playetogether , and one wynk:th
and beareth with the others faultes, ther can not be,
buft amoft corrupte, vngodly id vicious fate,which
albeitit profpre for afeafon , yet nodoubtat leyne
ght they maye be fure, that vnto ehé shall come thas
cameto Sodome,Gomorrd, lerufalem, ad fuch other,
that were viterly de@royed,

Andon the other fide, wher the nobilitie and peow
pleloke diligently and carneitly upon their autoria
ties , and doo fee the [ame executed on their beaddes
and gouernours , making them to yelde accompt of
their doinges:than without faile will the princes and
gouernours be as diligent tofee thepeople doo their
ductie. And foshallthe common wealthe be godly,
and profpre and God shalbe glorified in all, But thok
wiltfaye, what ifthe nobilitie,and thofe that be cale
led o comon Coiifelles,and should be the defendonrs
of the people, will not or dare not execute their auton
ritie:what is than to bedonc¢ The people benot fo dea
Ritute of remedic, but God hathe prouided an other
meane,ths is , tocomplayne to fom miniftcr of the
worde of God,to wha the heyes be geuen to excomue
nicate niot only common peopl: for all motorious and
open euilles: but alfo kaifers, kinges,princessand 4l
otler goucrnours,whan they fpoile, robbe, undoo id

Hoij Wl
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Bifl thoir poore [ubielles without iuftice and gdodoa
Lawes. And what fo euer fuche minifter gf Go hcs
worde byndeth vpon thofeoccafiones berein eart ;,
it 15 fuft bounden in beaken before theface ?f God.
And no meane ¢ vndoo it,by any good worse (m;;:
cheleffe by popes pardone or ﬁmf pr{yers? m{t} b=
out repentaunte of the partieoffending,dd [au{a. i
snade to the partie offended f?r theiniuftice an hxmu
yies committed:andthe mercie of God through the bc;n
1y merites of our faucour 1efus Chrift Exaple we ha=
ue of § Ambrofe,who being no pope,nor popes f{::;’:
mifiary, but bishop of Mullane excommunicatc ;
Emperour Theodofius.fwhofe doinges, bxc;ufe i oa;
maieft the better knowe,1 wxﬂ. in fewe wor: eslga.?r’:e
fe theffecte of the hiftorie. This Theodofius,a e;jr
wyeye dnEmperour,and cbrjzﬂcn man, yet xx?n.s ;of
nature colerike,and muche difpofed to be dgriciand ds
it femeth,without conﬁdeutiarf.ltcbdunced that frf:
fedicid at Thefalonics, fi Ec_uf his officers were orie
to deathe and fome very euil zrftreutcd. Heing ragc
fendeth thider 4 nobre of merciles men of warre,;? 0
mahing no differéce hetwene thautours of the ge icio
and thinnocent people, muhe an borr;ble flaughter :f
the poore people, i woman nd childe, Afterwar :
théperour aftct bis accuftumed maner, came t'am;;e
de the churche, and S. Ambrofe‘ mette him at th
churche dore,ad wolde not fi uffre bim to entre:brt t;ot
only tolde bim, it was no .plm for murrbc_rers, ut
alfodid excommunicate himout of all chriften come

panietil he repented and made futisfaclis for the hov
xible murther comitted by bis fouldioure, Thiperoas
being brought vp and inftructed in the worde of God
(4 Uveolde to God all chrifté princes were at this pre
fent ) and knowing thoffice bothe of the mintiter of
Goddes worde,dd of an Emperour obeyed:and returs
#.d wepig &d crieng to bis palace. Bight monetcs of
ber,came the feaft of the natiuitie of Chrift:id Ruffia
nus lorde great mai&er or ftuarde af bis houfs came
to theperour,wh3 he founde vevy beauic, weping and
fobbing. Hic beig familiar with bim, defircd to kuowe
thecaufe of hisforowe. Ab Ruffimus(faieth thempe
rour)tieu art mery for thou feleft not mipaines. I
mée dd mourne for my calamitie. 1t is free for slanes
and beggers to goo to the churche,id ther to by to
God,but 1 maic not come ther:no,heaué gars b fehut
tome. Chrifes words goo not out of my hartzvohat
fo ener yebindeon earthe,shalbe boiidé alfo i heaus,
At leynght bsig écouraged by Ruffinus, thar be mis
gtbeabfoiled of . Ambrofe,be fendeth bi before to
be a meane for bi,id be bine felfe folowed. But Ruffi=
nus could notintreat the bishop, After themperour
comteth , butdurft not cntve in to the churche,
but without the dores fell on bis knees to § . Ame
brofe , and defired abfolucion. §. Ambrofe
faied , be was not mete to be abfoiled , for
bis comyng vods movelike a tiranne, one that woidc
by force be abfoiled,than a chriften man that shewed
H iij b
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f: sio bimfelf penitét and fory.No( [ayeth théperour)1 wil

Hot prefume againft the ordre of the churche to entre
in by force,but 1 hitbly befeche thee to lofe me out of
thefe bodes of excomunicatis,ad that thove wilt remé
bre the mercie that God ufeth:and that thou wilt not
shutte againft me the gate that God openedtodll
that be penitent. The bishop afked bim, what worthy
penaiice be had shewed [rththe tyme bebad comitted
that wicked acte,or with what medicine be had bealed
thofe moft greuous woundes.1¢ is your part ( fayeth
themperour)to prepdre the medicine,and myne to re
ceauednd ufeit. it leynght S, Ambroferequired ther
might be a lawe ordayned that thexecucion of reuége
should not be done fodainly but delaied,fo as it fhould
ot proced of angre, dnd théperour made that lawe.
A frervwarde be voas releaffed of thexcamunicatid: ad
commyng in to the churche,he made bis praiers, not
8anding nor kneling,but Iyeng flatte on the grounde,
pulling his beare,beating his browe,wepig laméting
wund cryeng with Dauid: My foule cleaueth to the pas
wement,quicken me(O lorde Jaccording to thy wors
de:id afked mercie &d forgeuenefe, Thus ye fee what
any minifter of the churche maie doo upG the greateft
prince,if hewill exceute bis office dd the power that
Chrift geueth bim. But thou wile [aie,what if the mi=
nifter paffe not on his duetic , but be contét ro winke
at all the wices of the gouernours,be thei neuer fo wic
ked fo he maie haue abishopriche,d dedrie,a prebéde,
ora good fatte benefice,ddliue ipunifbed in all abomi

| .
macidrYed &d what if thev befuche fpecial grudgesbe /'

twene the nobilitie and commones, that the one forte
neither trusteth nor loucth the other , fo 45 the one
dare not open the necefitie id meane of fuche corree
Elion and redrefJe of the euil gouernours vices , for
fearelesft if the purpofe come to light before bande,
the mater be dafhed , and the mocionar leape heade
les for bis labour , a5 it is in thefe daies often fene;
obat fhifte than? 1ndede ther becertain examples
and paternes in the holy Bible,kohich 1 will not flics
ke to rebearfe, though notexpounde,but holly refera
re them to the further debating and iudgemét of thia
ne owne confeience, through the holy gooft by whoe
feprouidence they are envolled fir our learning,
&wereade that after the lorde God bade fondry
tines deliuered his people of frael from wicked tia
vines,with whom he bade plaged them for their wice
hednefJe and 1dolatrie:at leinght voban through s
boundaunce of wealthe 'and quictnefJe they fill to a
certain careles fecuritie of lift , notonly forgetting
God and bis holy fincere worde,but alfo feking enery
one his owne fingular [elf gaine with the burt and
contempt of his neighbour. God toke from them
their natural licge lorde , the good ludge Othonicl,
andplaced,yee (faicth the fcripture) he fireynghtes
neda ftraunge prince among them , an kdolatrous
perfoneand a wicked, called Eglon,  This Eglon
vfedthe matier fo with bribing thofe \fraclites, that
Hy Ffr
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for preferrement wold be trditours to their natural
countrey, and [pecially in bringing ind great power
of Ammonites ad Amalckites(two kinds of people in
beggerlypride and filthincffe of 1ift muche like to the
common nature of 1tlianes and Spaniardes) afwoell
to garde bis pfon,as to fortifie the jEr5g holdes dd mu
nicides:that by dd by feig bimfelf ftrog ynough with
bis ftraungcrs and Inborne traitours he brought the
countrey and people vader his [ubicGon by fine fir=
ce, [othat be continued their ordinary Prince and
chief ruler xviij. yedrslong;  &ohat opprefing of
the poore,whatrobbing of the viche,what taking vp
of corne and vitdil for the king and bis ftrafigers,and
10 money paied for it, what taxes and paimentes the
peoplevocre yowhed withall, what rauifhing of mens
nes wiues, daughters and feruauntes, whar heading
and hanging of the natural fraclites to maic the
frraumgzrs lordes and gentilmen what common mifea
vies andcontinual calamities ther were during that
[fpace,nodoubt it is unfpeakeable,

But what remedy? Noman durft make moane to
bis neighbour for feare of bewrdieng none durft ones
whiftreagainft the hing, they muft bende or breake,
no remedy,pacienceperforce, all were faineto ferue
and pleafeking Eglon.  But at leinght they fent(a
their yearly accuflumed manerwas) aprefent to the
king by a wittye mefJagicr,called A bud:who bauing
acceffe to the kig fuied he bade to aic ynto bis Mdiee

ﬁc
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fiefecretly from God. And whan the king hade come
smaunded all his feruauntes awaie, fo that Abud and
the hing voere alone in bis fomer parlour, Abud thruft
bis dagger fo barde in to the kinges fatte paunche,
that ther laie king Fglon dead,and Abud fled awaie,
Now,was tisis well done or euil? Forfothe the de=
deis fo commended in feripture, that the boly gooft
reporteth Ahud to be s Jaueour of 1frael,

But note by the wae, the texte[dieth not, that
Ahud was fent of the peaple to kill the hing, nor that
betoldethem what he intended : for by that meane,
one ludas orother wolde haue betraied bim , and fo
should he hue ben drawen, banged and quarted for
bis entreprife , andall bis confpiratours haue loft
Botbelift landes and goodes for their con biracie.

Ouly the fevipturefdieth , that Abud (beinge
priuate perfone) vas flered vp only by the firite of
God.

Likewife whan Sifara lieutenaunt general of
king 1abins warres fleing from Barde Jought fuccour
£0 hide bis head , hauing long noied and hurt 1frael
with opprefionand warres,a wontan named 1ael cale
Led bim iss to ber boufe,and hidde him onder 4 Coea
ring. He thought him [elft fure, and for wearineffe
Sropped barde on slepe,

Yael taheth 4 great long bikig nayle, and dviueth
it with d hamer fo barde in to his braines,that Sifura
troubled 1frael no more,noy newer tolde who hurt bi,

Mattithis
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Hattdthissbeing by the kinges Commifiondres
required and commaiided to conforme him felf to the
kinges procedinges (which was to committe 1dolas
tric)as «ll bis countreymen the 1ewes hade done(and
a5 the like cafe flandeth novwin Englande) not only
refufed to obey king Antiohus commaundement, or
to folowehis procedingesin that bebalfe , but alfo
whan be [awed Yewe committe 1dolatrie before bis
face , be ranne vpon the ewe ina great zeale and
slewe hin andfell alfo vpon the ordinary Commiflios
ners fent from Antiochus the ordinary king of the
Realme,andslewe them out of hande. Thefe exama
ples nedeno further expoficion, the feriptureis plaie
ne inough.But if neither the hole flate nor the mini=
fler of Goddes worde wolde doo their common dyetie,
nor dny other laufull shifte before mencioned can be
hade, nordarebe attempted: yet dre not thepoose
people deflitute all together of remedy: but God has
the lefte vnto them twoo weapones , hable to con=
quere and deftroie the greateft Tirane that euer wus:
thatis, Penaunce ¢nd Praier. Penaunce for their
ovne finnes,which pfouocke the angre and difpleafure
of God,and mahe him to fuffre tirannes warres, fas
mine, peflilenceand all plages to reigne among the
people. And praicr,that be will withdrawe his wras
the,and shewe bis mercifull countenaunce,

Hereof we haue not only commaundement , but |y,

elfomanifift examples in the feriptures. Forwhan
the

Yrael bythe Philiftines in batail, and the plori
Yraclbrought vnder foote (the p;aplc lm'ngg tl:l;:'::f
bly forti:eir finnes preffed and plagued by the Phia
b!ﬁues twentie yeares long Mo that the people defbes
ting of their honour and libertie, dndfeing 1o mara
cialwepon, nor helpe of man hable to redreffe theiy
Jate,cried and continued inlamenting their thraldons
«nd greuous condicion: at leynght by theaduife and
commaundement of the good Prophet Samuel | the
beople fll to thefe two meanes: Penaunce and p;aifr
with fafting : and the lorde God not only deh'uem;
them out of thopprefion of the Philiflines vnto theiy
former libertie | but alfo gaue them fuche vidories
that the Philiflines many yeares after,durft not onr;
moueb warre againft them,

Thus wis alfo the cruel tiranne Herode vaingyifa
bed.Thapoftles id people in the primatiue churc%‘:ll’.;
menting their flanes, and calling to God for mercie
fbc angelof God ftroke Herode fitting in bis throne,
in bis princely apparail | making an oracion to th:
people,and they comending it to be the voice of God
and not of man,and fo be was eaté 9p of lice or wore
mes. Likewifewhan lulian themperour and Apos
Pata badlong berfecuted the churche, at leinght whad
the pc'ople fell to repentaunce and common praier,
¢ 8oing in to Perfia, was slaine, and none of the fa
milic of Conftantine(wherof hecame)s fuer that wa
Emperouy

the Arkeof Godwas taken awaie from thepeople of 2 =
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“© Emperour. And in like maner not long fith !tjhdtrl .t{b:ttl
tiranne Duke George of Saxonie gergccude a
fuche as profefJed the worde of God, reuiued an pt "
led out of purgatorie , by the worthy m[;rm:t;:t o
God D.Luther:and at leynght threatned , thtbe
wolde burnc and deftroye the vniuerfitieof wi “;tbe
berg,which whan Luther bearde, be went mmaw'

' k pulpit,and exhorted eueri man tg puton bis a; "o n‘é

8 that is, Péndunce and prayer. And fone aftelr, ol

theworlde of that tiranne , and fo not cfnb:/ deliker

red bis churche but alfo augmented it with « o

siuerfitic,called Lipfia, and all the bole cou ;

o this crucl du'ie was conuerted to Chrifkes c§oﬂ>ed.

or'rbe[e be the wonderfull workes ofalmaght.u So ,

whofe power i 45 great and as r.eddy ata pmcde ;:;

euer it was and bis mercie 4 willing to be {bewc :m.

bis poore afflicted people wolde doo on their weapons

‘ fbut is be fory for theit finnes, and, defire bim
to with drawe his fourges and to holde
bis mercifull hande o=

1=

VVHAT CONFIDEN.
ceistobe geuen to princesand
potentates,

H A N the lig of Macedonia, Alexans

&der the great, beayde the philofopher Ange
xagoras [ayether were many worldes > the

worme of ambicion fo tickled and troxbled his harte,
that the water gushed ont of bis cies. And whan e
0ds dsked,what made bim to wepe : haue I not iufte
ocedfion to wepe (faieth ke) that hearing of fo many
worldes, L am not yet lorde of one? This voorme withs
out failewas the dewil, swho not contented that kinges
(the minifters of God )should ferut God in their yos
sation(to baye them the foner fell from God,and fer
ue bim Yputteth them iy hope they shalbelordes ofall
the worlde, if they will take bim for their chieflorde
and foucraigne, But bicaufc be feeth the inconftaun.
cie of kinges that they no Ioger abyde by their othes
und promifes than they maie therby hase profit,gay=

wer them, Sehai

L 2K 4
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ie,and their defire, e dothe not furthewith put thew
in poffefion, but to trye their fidelitie , be sheweth
bem bivohat meanes they s ball £OMe o it,putting to
their good will helpe,and induftrie. He doubteth not,
but if be maye bring them ones in to the puddle oxer
be shoea, they will through thicke id thine whaifoc
*cometh of it,to come to that thei foked for. Thefe
diesof the Deyil Feedeoutof his schole of practices
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e bein 4 generalitie, two:that I, 0p€ force
::: ;chret fubgteﬂtie:tbe one wherof thatis, force
«and manhood, hauing ofte tried and moft tymes it haa
thenot fucceded after their minde, they bauenot fo
muche put in vfe,but haue rather trufted on thother,
thatis fubtiltie i cra fte wherby they worke a grc;:
dealemore mifchicf thanby open force and }?mni
of men,and with leffe peril of them f.efues: For whan
they gooabout it by force, the deuil their max[lirr is
1ot bable to warraunt them thefuccefe. For Z vl:‘
¢lorie and good fucce(fe cometh of God,_wbo \;' a : ¢
feeth the people (againft whom the deu':i and ub m:
ges worke) fall torepentaunce f?r their ﬁnncf, ¢ :c
werthroweth bis and their enemies with a ﬁ'lllpéﬁ ;i
didprowle Olofernesdd Sgnackenb. the é:d
being slaine by the g;gdband faﬁt:{?up‘:;:r:z :zl o
ountrey fudith : 4
;z%’::d‘aud twintie thoufaunt fotcme_n, and tzeh:e
thoufaiit archers on bor[ebacke deftroied by a :vr;
And theothers drmic being an hundred foflzc b{c ore
and fiue thoufaunt perfonnes w4 dcﬂrozed b;fon
angelof God without the worke of man, a_fa befor
cedto flie : and at his veturne home was killed of
onnes, )
°W’;¢:;°:;! other mednes, that is fubtiltie and crage
 (whichthe world calleth policie) they mere‘pr‘:’ or:
ce: andtherin daily dofo procede, that within s

i ¢ JAnd they haued|
timc many of them hawe bé docTours.And pj;wiplci

\
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priciple of this drte,which is that to come by s king |
dome,to com by that they defire,they maye breake all
mennes lawes,all othes, all promifes yea the law:s of
God and honeftie.  This arte of fubtiltie of princes
(otherwife called policie) confiffeth chiefly in this
for amito appeare outwardly that be & not invard=
Iy : tofaye one thing with the mouthe,and thinke an
other in the hart; to[myle vpou him,wohofe throte be
wolde gladly fee cutte: and fo pretende to the eie all
amitie,beneuolence and lowe, wher they beare greas
teft batred,cnuye,ad maliee till conuenient tyme maie
be bad with leaft daungier, to execute their conceqs
ued mifchicf, Andbicanfethey be not bable alone to
doo their feates, loke wher they can vnderjlande of
any of their nature them they reteyne, to them geue
they great ciaynes of golde, fede them with great
penfions id fees promifed. And yct they be noti gros
raunt,that fuch vile men (as will for money betraye
their ovone countreye,nd ferue their wicked purpos
fes ) arelike nto common fouldiours and launce
knigistes,who ferue himthat geneth 4 peny more:and
will,vehan they maie hauc greater bribes of an other,
fone buyeand felltheir prefent maifter. Ror how s it
poffible for any man to thinke, that he vobom he hs
thecorrupted with reward:s to ferae his purpofes
il orcan be faithfull fo bi that is. Sfrafiger, that o
well: knoweth what they be, and findeth them falie
R : i te
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to their natiue countrey:in the deferfe whevof all he
ncft men be bounden,and becontent to beftowe their
Tife,their blood , their goodes , and what fo euer they
bauezDoo not princes vfe traitours, 4 men vfe Cos
logquintes Turbith,Elleborun , and fuch like poifos
wessthat is to [erue their purpofe , whan they bane
niede of them, and after can not abyde their fight, no,
wiot their [auour , but caft them out onthedong hill2

Yes doubtles it is most ccrtain, feban one bad be=
trayedin to Cefars handes certain towmf:what faied
Cefars Vowe iveafon(fayeth he)but traitours 1 doo
abhorye, Sofaied alfo king Antigonus.1 loue traé
tours(fepeth beywhileft they betvaye,but whan they
baue betrayed,and ferued my purpofe , 1 viterly hate
«nd abhoryet’.em,

Aurelianus themperour hauing long befieged
the citie of Tiana in Afia,and being without hope
togetit by force , practiced with one Heracleo (a
great riche man id citexin of the citie,than beingin
the citie Jto betraye the citicto hint.

This Heracleo fearing leaft if thecitie should be
wonne by force he should alfo lofe kis riches,and bos
ping of great g4yne by this bargayn , confented to
themperour,and did that he required . Tl(empe?-our
effonc as becameinto the citie , caufed this traitour
Meracleo tobe killed ( albeit hehad donealone that
Jor themperour,that all themperours power wasnot
babie to obteyne for thiperour) bicanfe he couﬁ n;:

)

abyde bis fight, that had betvaied his countrey,the fes
flewasfo horrible and again® nature Yot bicaufe he
Wold not feme to hae done it for defire of his riches,
be gaue them to bis children, whom hepreferued. and
writingtohis frende the mater 4s it was done , shea
weth that be could not lonenor abyde Traitours,nos
that be could kepepromife with fuche 45 should not be
faitbfull and louing to their countrey,

1¢#s written of one called Cacanus king in Baa
Terland in Germanie, that be inuaded acountrey forn
tymecalled Carnia,now called Friolyin talie | and
other places belonging to the Venecianeswitha
great poweriand at the fur@ meting of bimand thea
nemics,be onercame and killed one Gifulfus ¢ Loma
barde, Duke of that countrey. affcr that he befieged:a
sitie,wherin R omilda the Dukes wife was,

She defiring to fec this king what maner man be
was , neded not to haue his ymage pourtred vnto ber,
but loked ouer the wallcs aduifedly vpon bim,&ohan
she fawe he was a goodly id fuire perfone,she was by
andby inlowe with him.She whisheth , that she mia
gbt fele him entreinto ber owne bolde, Meat nor drin
hecould do ber good,she could not sleape,she fobbeth
shebowleth,she foiideth,she teareth ber beare,and is
wore thi balfe madde, for lacke of ber Iug.

' Tobeshorte , contrary to all honeftie and
woranly shamefa/}meﬂ'c 5 she woeth himto be ber
Lafbande. ; avd baning ne regarde of the loue

. 1 thas
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thut exeri honeft creature arght to bedre to bis coupy
trey shepromifeth to geue him citie,countrey ewely
Tes,goodes , and what o ewer she cowld polle of bew
fubiedtes,and make for him, fothat hewolde marie
her.The hig lacking no witte (or at leaft wanting no
wyttye counfail ) andbnowing what geril might
chaiice vnto him,if be should foke to winne it by fors
ce, takeththeoffre. :

And according to bis promife be maried her , and
one night toke paynes to shake vp her lecherous rot
ten ribbes,1n the next morning be leaueth bis chame
bre,and her gates open free to cuery manzdnd (ssfow
ine,God gene them grace to vepent in tyme, did to the
wicked woman of Feuershamin Kent, thatnot
long fince hilled ber bufbande ) he gaue cuery man
Tibertie that wolde » to offre bis deuocion in to her
corporefe. So at leynght whan be thought her tyred,
and her vnfuciable lufte fomwhat fraunched (for by li
ke it wolde newer haue ben fully glutted) be caufed
ber to be thruft on ftake naked that all mé might fec
thofe vgli partes which to fatiffie she was content to
betraye her natural countreic: and that it should be
dn example to all others, to take bede to doo thelike,

he caufeth the hole citie to be cleanc ouerthrowen.
This maye ye fee, that kinges fpare neither male
nor female,great nor finll, that for any refpeck bee
traye their oyone natural countrey: bicaufe they knos
we, thofccan newer be faithfull to firaungers that be
falfe

I

!‘biy were a5 edrneftly fet to abfteyne fr3 doing euil
i thefe exdplesthey to haue béready to doo iu/h'cc’,
But what shall we nedeto bring furthe examples
of practicers,of firaunge and farrecountreyes, whi
euery man maye fynde pleyntie in his ownes"ro’wbat
purpofeshallit be, to alledge thofe of 4 great meany
veares pufand flale , shan they be pleyntie cuery
dd)’f fm‘l{e tobe founde:Only to let men feeby coma
parifon of the'oldewith the newe, and the newe with
the oldethe prefent with the paft, and the paft with
the prefent, that the deuil hathe alwayes ben,is and
shalbe the deuil:afd fuch fetches a5 be bathe vfed, fu=
cbe'bedothemd will vfe, And that bis difciples, s
theincucr forgetthe principles of their feiehce,fo hs
ue they atleynght their maifters sewarde , wo rthy
their defartes. .

&ohan wriothesley, Arundell snd Southe
well confpired with thambicions and [ubril Alcibias
des of Bngland the Erle of warwike ( afterwars
de didie of Northumberlandyto pull the good duke
of Somerfet hing Edwardes vncle and protediour
out of his authoritie,and by forgeing « great meany
of fulfelettres id lies tomake the Broteftour hated
bro.ugbt to paffe warwikes purpofe : who than far;
w!;:{c,but they three:  foriothesley that before wwas
banished the Court; islodged with bis wife and fon=
ue next ¢o the hing, Euery man repaireth to
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<. Roriothsley hotoureth koviothesley,fueth vnto‘&qu
theslcy(as the Affiriancs did to Ammon Yand all thin
ges be done by his aduife: and who but &a.r;otbtsleyi
Aryndell bis promifed to be next to the hing , grome
of his ftole,or Comptrollour of bis houfe at f"f leaft.
Southwell(_ for bis whifking dand dou.blc diligence)
amuft be 4 great Counfailiouy in any wife. But what
was thende?’ The erle as craftic 45 the beft(feing that
bis defire should not take place , if thefe men might
Baue that they boped for)fo handleth tbemqur,tba
Roriothesley is faynein the night .to get himout of
the court to his ovone haufe: wher vpon naroweexa-
minaion , fearing leaft he should come to fome-open
shamfull ende,be either poifohed him [elf, or p,ivncd
awaye for thought, ,

Southwell is committed to the Elete, wher being
cxamined, be confeffed ynoughto behangefl for, and
bade gone very nere it,hade not his examiners vpon
bope of bis amendement breaking out of hiseie , but
wot out of his hart , obteyned therles fauours

Bnd at thevles fute Arundel hathe bis bead with the
axediuided from the shoulders. ) )
And how at leinght was P.the maiftey of prdctices
bandled, that will baye one partein eucry pagent,if
bemayeby prayeng or paieng put t:n bis foote? But
before1 procede to fpeale of this maifter of| pmhcg

it shall not be amyffe, that 1 tell you fomwohat of bis [arvier

maifter the dotour of practices. For albeit this do< *

tour be now(but to Iatc)tbrou ghly knowen , yet it

shall be vequifite, that our pofferitic knowe what be ,
w5, and by bis defcriptionfee | how nature had
shaped the outwarde partes | to declare what wae
within,  This doctour hade 4 [wart colour, an hans
ging loke, frowning browes, eies an ynche within
thehead, anofehooked like 4 buffarde , wyde nofe
trilles like a horfe, euerfunffingin to the wynde, 4
Joarowemouthe, great pawes like the deui, talun=
teson his feteliked grype , two ynches longer than Co
the naturall toes,and (o tycd to with finowes , that o
be conlde not abyde tobe touched , nor fcarce fuffre '
them to touche the frones, ’

And nature hauing thus shaped the forme of anoute
wardemonftre it gaug him aveageable witte, which
st Cambridge by labour and diligence be hade made
4 great dealc worfe, and brought vp many in that fas
cultie:&wriotbes@l Germayne Gardiner (whom be
caufed fbedily to be hanged;leaft he should haue to mus
ohedifclofed his maifters arte)dd among many other,
this maifteror proftour of practices, whomwe are
now entred to fpeake of,

This doctour to geuefome fignificatis of bis natre
#d coning to comealofte, that he might doo the more
wifchicf, betrayeth his M. Curuall wolfei:and more
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than any other laboureth the diuorfe betwene king
Henry andtbe dowager. And by and by be earneftly
Jought to baue riddé in the kiges bootes;worfe could
notcontent bim, But whan be [4we that yold not be,
and confidred it better to haue floare than-one only
patre (for fo perchaunce be might baue founde tbet.n
fomrymes not all cleane whan he wolde haue vfed the,
éd alfoic should be a let ta bring to paffe that bepur
pofed)he chaungeth bis purpafe’. : and bycaufe noue
shoulde yemembre his practices:before, norfufpeéte
the rest to come, be shaueth bis crovene a5 broade 4
afawcer,and decketh bim [elf with 4 white[mocke lix
ked portour of the Stiliarde, Butwhat nedeth [urhc
circumlocucion ,whan euery body knovweth this dof
&our of pradtices was called D,StephanGa rdi
ner?After this his lucke was to be committed to the
tovore,whan Tyburne hade ben d place more worehy
bis defertes. s fcholay the maifter or proctour of
prachices , remembring how suche be had profpred
by tie megnes of the doftour,and bending his daﬁmﬁ:
cion to make thankefull requital of parte of Im. res
seaucd benefites, putteth the dortour in memorieof
an olde leffon be had taught bim:thatis to geue backe
twoo fote withthe ramme, that be might winnethe
thrid, Butwhether this D, Gardiner was offtnded
withtis [chalar the proGour,for bis oucrranke
practiceing , or bovit happened | 1cannot tell,
Yamfure that in this one , he anfwered b;;;t'
PH

(faiethbe) for Gardiner cannot plaie the knaue fo.
twordes of Gardier:but he was not vnshilled(1 [aie)i
the arte of practices. No in dede, he was excellent in
that feate | as it well appeared..  For whan be had
wrought and madefure the great mariage to anoide
the batred of the people, he made bis fcholar to fa.
ther it,and to bauc the outxoarde thankes, Andno
marudil of bis conning, For he was his maifler,and
hade fudicd longer the arte, thin the proclour, and
bade abetter witte, and fpent yearly the balfe of his
Bifboprichein bribing . o elles e had loft his head
long befove:: for bis treafones were not alltogethey
wnknowem albeitthey were couered and hidden.

But what dothe this maifler or procour of pras
élices Dothe henot diffemble with the crle of wara
wilke.feructh his turne i al that bis widtes wold ferue¢

But what atleinght becometh of our prathiceing
P.2Heis committed to warde bis garter with shame
pulled from his legge,bis robe fi5 bis backe,bis coas
te armour pulled dovwne ™, fourned out of windfore
churche,troden onder fote,ani be bim felf at leinghe
with great fauour obtein:th, that he might redeme
the reft-of his corporal paincs with opcn confifion
atthe barre in the Starre chambre on bis hnes of big
britery extorcion,difiimulacion, ambicion, rabbing
of theking,and fuche like vertues,wherby be became
noble,
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1f voe minded in this place fo difplaye the packing
and prafliceing of the Nobilitic and counfail of Ena
glandein the fickenefJe and at the deathe of Bing Ed=
wardethe vifor the preteifed placeing of the lady
Yanein the regalefest , and their fodain slipping the
coler.and deceauing of onean otber: it were mater
ynoughto teache men, how litel confidence and truft
ought to be geuen cither to the fmothe coiitenaunces;
fairewordes, confident promifes, bloody othes, or
[wearing vpon the holy Euangelies,either yet to the
lettres id hade writinges of the Princes &d potentds
tes of the worlds, They that-wete fwornechief of

counfail with the lady 1ane , and caufed the Quena

tobeproclaimed ¢ baftare throughout all Englan=
deand 1relande:and they that were the foreft forcers
of men (yea vnder the threatned paines of Treafon)
to [wedre and fubfcribe vnto their doinges beversied
the mater them felues vader hande by their wines dd
otherfecret shiftes , and afterwardebecame couns
failiours (1 will not faie procurers) of the innocent
Lady Lanes_deathe @ and at this prefent are inthe
higheft autoritie in the Quenes houfe, and the chiex
feftofficers and doers in the common veealthe;

And fom of thein that wrote mof earneftly to &
certain auncient lorde of the Redlme (among many
other,in the fauour of the Lady lane, bebaftarding
and railing vpon the Quene , were not afnamed
within fewe daics after (whan the fame lorde was

focked

Toched vp in the towre, forhis conflaunt although

conftrained obedience to the common ordre of the
Counfail) to be his moft ftraunge and rough examie
ners onthecontrdry part, as though they them fel
scs bade neuerbalted in the mater.. . :

But 1 knowethefe prallicers anfwer:that if they
badenot vfed that pracfice, they should not only has
vie fanden in bafarde them felues | bat alfo failed of
theiy priuie purpofe.fwell,  1n the meane tyme itis
ynough to knovwe, that 4 man maie not truft nor bes
Leue them, cither by their wordes; othes, ar hande
writinges further thi e [ecthand heareth them, and
feareely fo furre, :

And 1 praie you hathe not the realme good caufe
tothanke and eruft the potentates, Prelates and Par=
Liament men for banifoing the facred teftament and
Gofbel of God with the fincere adminiftracion of bis
holy Sacramentes and for bringing the deuillifhe pos
wer of the Romifhe Antichrift in to Englande agnin
withbis miferable Maffe and all popifhe slauery:By
the which they haue iot only broké their othe &d loy
#ltie to God,and to themperial Crowne of Englande,
pullig etcrnal codénaci vpd théfelues,id puokigthe
beanie hid of Goddes wrathad plage vpd their fede,
@d vpo the hole realme,i copellig the people to finne
by fallig fr3 the true feruice of the linig God ito mofk
wicked fuperflicion and idolatrie (alds therfore) bue
slfo bawe ben and are giltic of theinmocent blood of
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fhankes, and the Quienes fauour incredced towardés
bim, Butkis iufle ressarde yetis not come,let bi not
loke to fpede any better than Heracleo,if be continue
udas flill.1 wolde wiflie, bewolde in timebecome 4
Potre, 1truftheis not fo farrepaft, buthemaicbe
( praied for. He ismy goodlorde , and Mafon ones
<miy great frende,ad nere neighbour. L vifbe them bo-
the well T hus ye fec the final fuccefJe and rewarde of
traitowrs. Soberforeit is to bewondred that futhe
praucers which worke fo muche mifchief for others,
: can not take hede of the cuil that is towardes them
¥ felues. But Goddes worde muft be verified of the wic=
5 ked, Beholde,the wicked trauaileth with
‘fv mifchief(fuicth the worthy prophet and king Da=
uid,a man of great expetience) He hathe cScea=
uedunhappines , and brought furchea
lic.He hathe grauen and digged upa pits
t¢, buthe shall fall him feltinto the pitte
that he hache made.For the mifchief that
ke mindethto others, shall come on his
owne head; and hisw'ckednetle shaltfall
on his owne pate.
But frafmuche as all thefe fetches and pralices be
oulymade and Liied to difceauc thofe that be honefty
aichfll,true, and natural to their countreiczit is res
guifite to treate how they maie be auoided, Deceat
wold not be knocked out with deccat, if it might fo

be | but haneft me: should alvwaies andat all times
o ’ deale

?

 deale plainly and boneftly, Andtherfore
tmeane before thinges be done , is tofc v:xb}’: i’;;‘fcnf
tumfpecle:and to fobfee thende , - what mifchicf maie
folowe,before they fodainly,rafbely and viaduifedly
confent toanithing. To vfefuche honeft wifdom and
forfight,is permitted bothe by Goddes worde and nax
ture, Yed Goddes worde and nature commaunde ho=
neft men to fe it, For thofe thinges that can but ones
bedone, and wheron fo greatweigh thangeth oughe
to be mll. done, Therfore men ought not to gt;e cres
dite to faire wordes,large promifes, and great othes
(for thefeare the infrrumentes to deceane the honeft
nd well meaning)but the fairer the wordesbe, the
larger the promifes dd the greater the othes tk; mo-
retofufpecte. For godly and honeft tbingt; maie be
well ;w.mugb done without painted and [mothe wora
dcs,fa-n“e promifes and othes, Ther ought to be fuch
equalitic in doing of thinges, that fuch deceates nede
not, Only [u.btiltie and crafte deuifed long writinges
great promifes,and many folempne cercmanies.&pb&:
fbe greatmariage was treated in the priuie Counfail
#dfo great promifes made, theolde Duke of Nog
folke faied,they were golden wordes. put hove shall
they be perfourmed, fuicd he: A ﬁcr;pardc whan it
was propouned to the lordes in the parliament to
beratified, the Lord Svindfor 3 like maner afked
:wbo should be fucrtie for the perfourmaunce therof,
ad woho should fue the forfaite; Nother of the lacked
m’[dcmc
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, wiflome and forfight, to fec that onder painted péx

pir,muchc mifchief was hidde, Long frpefimce' bad
tanght it the duke -, being long trained in Princes
praftices: and nature [uffred not the other lorde to
be viterly voide of it.But bothe of them lached that
courage,magnanimitie,and fortitude, that ought to
beinnoblemen. But itmight be , that they bade it,
but durft not witre it partly for that thone s in
bope to recoucr that be had a time lacked > and tbf
other for feare tolofe that he hadesbut chiefiy (as it
maiebe guthered ) bicaufe they [awe their peeres mous
ths jlopped. Buc let them be fure,all will not feruz , if
pradticers partes maic tabe places For fuchc thinges
woold be all together ouertbyowen , or notmeddled
with:for at leinght the leaft let wilbe called to memos
tic,they maie be fure, Aud bicaufe publike maters of
4 Realme,that concerne all and euery mannes life, wi=
fr,rblldren,landes,goode;,and what fo euer can not
be tretted vpon by all mé, but all muft put their tru{f

iinafowe: men. ought to be wife and circifpecte who

they truft. Forther be tomany that pa[fg not what

become of their neighbours , fo they maie praﬂ’tjc

them felues:what become of the hole Realme,fo their

ovwne families maie fEunde il He that maketh [ute to

be a deputic for d multitude , femethtofue for bis

ovve vainglorie or profit. Thof: that fende letryes,

fot to chofe this. man,but tochofefuchea man: haue

intheir headdes move than the wniwerfal wealthe ;;f

ahe

all. e that bringeth lcttres to be preferred, meanethy
not the benefite of them that he wolde ferue. He that
geueth moneye, and makcth great feaftes, thinketp
fen other fetche,than the feruice of bis neighboure,
He that refufeth or veleaffeth bis ordinarie wages,
Ioketh for fom greater extraordinaric rewarde, He
thatis alwayes or ofte at prices platters, or in practi
cers Palaces,cd not long citinue the peoples true pro
ctour. And therfore in V enece(us they write)none
of the Senate and officers vpon payne of his heud,dae
re talke pryuily with an other nor take rewardes or
fees of any foxdyn Prince, For they are [o gelous of
the hole ftate | bicaufc they baue ben fo often decea=
ued by praiticers in their ovne companies.  &ohich
leffon allwife men and honeft men should learne, and
by all meanes fufpece princes promifes and withftan=
de prafticersdoinges,and not belene one orde that
they faye,be it neuer o gentil : nor yet theirdedes,

whit foeucr shyne or pretenfe of loue they declare,

Such 4 realme as Englad is is well gotté, howfo euer

itis gotten, Butthou that arte d truc englishe man,
feing the fetches &4 falfehead of thefe named andfuch

othersstheybe, lokeintyme to thy [elfe and ta the

Jareof thy narurall countraye , and trufk not vnto

thim,though thei vfe neaer fo muche fliering though
they [weare sewsy fo faft, though they fpealic neuer
fofaire,and though they gewe thee their hande vris
ting.  Bethow Prometheysand nos Epimes
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theus. Remembre that our countrey man Adam
Afterwitte hathe 4 great while ben the lorde For
trewittes foole.Be taught therfore intyme | before
thou betaken.Sayenot tolate:  Hade 1 wift,
Thou baft fufficient warning, God geue
thee grace to confidre it
and vfe it

AN

[4
AN EXHORTACION
orrather awarnyng to the Lordes
and Commones of Engs
lande,

+
e

HARTILY wWish(nturalenglishea
Imen and goodcountreymen ) that it had pleafed
God,to haue gewen fom caufe , wherby ye with me,
and 1 with you might haue reioyced and not to haue
lamented one of vs to an other of our miferie. For foe
rovwfull thinges are neither grate to the bearer, noy
pleafaunt to the teller.But as if one should come to hus
deare frende or good neighbour,finding him very fo
re wounded,and did but lament with bim,id not wene
dbout to helpe bim to cure his woundes, be should ra
ther augment bis paynes and increace his forowe :fo
if in this mifevable mifcrie, wherin we and our poore
countrey of England ftande , and yet is not come to
the full and ripeneffe, 1should but lament and way=
lewith you , whichVcan not but doo , onles t
should shewemy feelf toto vnnatural and vn=
hynde, 1should butencreace (1 thinke ) your
forowes and paynes : bur mojt certayniy 1am
fure myne owne - But asit is amot fure
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token of deathe,whan the ficke man feleth not his dis
feafe nor cd tell oher bis gricf is being afked in what
place bis paynelyeth: foin all Realmes and congre=
gaciones of people, whan they doo not fele the com=
mot calamitics and miferies that are among them,
it is a oft ccrtain ard infallible figne that the deftru=
cHonandthendeof it is at bande . Andtherfore geue
me leaue (1 befeche you)toopen your woundes , and
to fearche the caufe of your calduitics | and than
to minidtreand powre in to them fome holfome bavo=
me, and couer then with fome comfortable plaftre,

Andaloeit 1d0s it not fo fincly as for others can,
but boifteously after my rude maner , yet I doubt
niot,but by Goddes grace ye shall finde confort,or at
Teaft perceaue,that L hane an earneft defire to fee you
bolpen. For tmeane your wealthe and bealthe, 4 0=
nebrother ought of an other,that is borne of
the fame father and mother. =" "

Ther was neser great miferie, deftrution, plage
or vifitacion of God, that came on dny nacion, citie
orcountrcy, which s they beindede, fo may they
iuftly be called woundes,but be fent of God for finne,
and be not fodaynly layed on the people , but arebe=
foreprophecied and declaredbythe prophetes and
minifters of Goddesworde,or by fome reuelaciones,
wondres,monftres inthe earthe , or to kens dnd fis

gnes in thelenent,
For

For God as he is moft iuft | and will not faileto /7~
punishefynne, foishemoft mercifill | ard will nce *
| the deathe of finners | butvather that they should

turne to bim and lyye,

And therfore before hande geneth them wdrning
what shall folom,if intyme they repent notl, a5 by
the biftories of all ages it dothe appeare.  And nos

| neof thefe admoniciones haue yelacked, countrey

men,

For the preachers and minifters of Goddes wora
de, in the tyme of the godly 1ofius king Edwarde the
Sixthe preached and prophecied vuto yow, what mis
[eries and plages should certaynly come to you:the
foode of Goddes worde to be cleanc taken avay fro
you,famyn of the body,peftilence, warres, the loffe
of your goodes,the deflouring andrauishing of your
wyues and daughters before your eies, the captinia
tieof yo ies, Koyues and children; the [ubuer=
fionof the policieand ate ofthe Realme : thata
frraunge king and fraunge people(not only incous
trey, but alfoin condiciones and maners in refbecie
of your owne ) should reigne andrule by force
ouer you,if ye in tyme yepented you rotof yonr wica
kedne.ﬁe, amended your Iyues, and called toGod for
mercies

Butthanye paffed nothing onit, but 4 the Tewes
being downed in finne,mocked feornes and murtbred
the prophetes of God which long before prophecicd
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vnto them their captiuities dnd viter deftrudtion :fo
e laughed and icfted at your preachers wordes, no=
thing regarding the threattes of God, but contényng
thé yea increaceig in your wickednefJe,ddnowat leyn
ght murthering mofk cruelly the minifters of God.
And feing wordes of warnyng toke no place with
oyou,God for his louing mercie hathe warned you als
fo by monftrous marudileson the carthe , and horriz
blewonders in thelement, to put you befide all maner
of excufes. Sobat wonderfull monfires baue ther now
Tately benbornein Englande? Xohat celeftial fignes
moft borrible: Achilde borne befides Oxforde in
theyeare , M,_D, L 11.withtwo heades and two
partes of two euil shaped bodyes ioynedinone, A
childe borne at Couentree,in the yeare M.D.LV
without drmesor. legges. A childeborneat Fulhd
by Londd eucit novo this yeare,vith agreat head enil
shiped , the armes vithbagges hanging out at the
Elbowes and heles and fete lame. A childe neve bors
ne at L343 furthewith fpeaking ds a prophet and mef
fuger of God.” Anborrible Cometethis year,befides
diucr(e eclipfes,whiche folove. But vohat were thefe?
only bare fignes ¢ No certaynly, they dooand muft
figuifie the great wrathe and indignacion of God.
Not long after the pafiion of our faueour Chrift,
onan the Britaines our cotreymen yocnt about tore
couer their libertie , and to be defpeched of the moft
crucl feruitude and miferie which the Romaines hept
£h7 in, wherinno Britdyn was certayn of wife,chillré

goodes,no,not of their liues,all thigs were o in b3d4
geof the cruel Romaynes pleafur : ther were of our
cofitreymé slayne at one tyme threcfeoveddten thots
faiit mé,ad at an other tyme thrittic thoufaiit. Before
whichflaughters ther were many woders fene in Eng
1ad. Thimage of the 1dole which the Romaines badein
their téple called Vidtorie was turned backe,a thous
gh she gaueplace to thenenies. The fea pus like blood,
ymages of ménes bodyes founde on ehe fed [yde. And
womeé were out of their wittes,dd cried: defbru@ic at
hide,deftructic at hade:fo that the Britaynes were in
gre.arbope,id the Romaynes in great fiare. Before
Britayn(nowcalled Englad)came in to the full poxver
of the Danes,kig Edmiide the [ane of Ethelberre beig
slayne,ther were diucrfe firaiige thinges, wherby 41l
men geffed, that an alterationof the Realme ws ton
wardesbut chiefly they geffed the great calamitie by
the fodain [welling of the fea without any euidét caus
feswhich fo brakein to the lande | that it de@royed
many townes and people, Before that great slaughter
of Englishe men and Normides which was by reafon
of the warres that were in Noymandie betwene king
Héri thefurft,king of Englide ,and Robert Duke of
N orrndndt‘e his brother (at which tyme Normandie
wasioyned to Englande ) the ryuer of Trent did not
runseone bole daye together,but vas fo emptic,that
men paffed oucr onfite : and at that tymed fowe
brought fiirthe & monftre with the fuce of 4 ma,and
K i o henne
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> dhennea foure foted monire, So that by that that

is paft, yemaye theboldlier dinincof that that is to
come. ‘

The childe by Oxforde,whatdid it betoken , but
that ourone freetehead | king Edvwarde should be ta=
ken avwaye(as be voss indede)and that ther shouldbe
in bis place tvo headdes diuerfe goucrnours, andd
towardc dinifion of the people, but not ali together:
which {o manyfeftly folowed, that no-man can denye
it:or two peoplc should be knytte together , but not
in god proporcionnor agrement. ‘Thechilde of Co=
uentriewithout the principal membres to brlpe and
defende the bodye,muft nedes fignific, that the natu=
ral body,that is the people of Englande shalbe helpe=
Tes,reddy to be troden vider the foteof euery creatus
ve,and nou to relene or fuccour it,

The childe of Bulbam, what can it fignifie , but
that the natural body of England shalbe weake | the
chief membres (thavsues and legges) vehich is the no=
bilitiz fo clogged with ckaynes of golde , and bagges
of money, that the bande shall not be hableto drawe
out the [voecrde, tortheheles to [purre the horfeto
kelpe and dzfendethe body,that is,the commones.
And 4 the bead of it is the greateft part, and greds
ter thanitoughttobg ,  with to muche fuperfluic
tie of that it should not hase, wherfore it muft pull
front the oy membres toconfortit , andlacke of

o : that

that good proporcion it ought to haue: foshall the /5,

gouertours and beaddes of Englande [ucke out the
wealth and fubftaunce of the people (the politike bos
dy Jand kepeitbare, fothat it shall not be hable to
belpe it felf yet shall the head neuer come to thatna=
ture requircth.Sohat is o be grthered of the yig chil
de, Ydoonot faie itis true , bicaufe the father voas
forced(onles be wold haue loft bis lift) torecant it:
but might it not be trues  1s+her not 4 muche to be
[aied forit,es for the popes trafubfticiacions Dothe
not Eufebius Pamphili (4 man of 45 good credite,as
Thomas Aquinas,Scotus Gratianus, and fuche other
the inuctours and mainteners of tranfubftanciacion)
vorite,that ¢ lambe contrary to nature and pofibilia
tie , didin plaine wordes before declare the nature
and difpoficion of Bochorus king of EgiptThey that
write the cronicles of the Romaines faic , that a dogs
e, ferpent,and oxendid fpeake. But feripture plain=
Iy [aieth,that Baalams affe(d creature vnreafonable,
without pofibilitie to fpeabe)did faie to bis maifker:
why beateft thou nies [And Tobn the baptift contrary
to the common courfeof nature, lept and reioiced in
bis mothers wombe , whan Chriftes mother being

with childe came to fee Elizabeth his mother,
1f men that belened not the miracles , which the
gogle ¢ied Roode of Boxley,the 1dole of walfinghd,
the bavode of wille[dd, vhich euery foolemight fec to
be deceates and open illufions, were condemned and
v X v burned



- buned for hevetikes:hovw should they be taken, that
doo tiot beleue the manifeft workes of God?

The horible Comete and blafing flarre that was
feue this yeare greater in Englande than elles wher,
what elles dothe it betoken,but the great difpleafure
of Godzand therfore famin,pefhléce, warres,fedicio,
deatheof princes inuafion of forain naciones deftrus
Hon of fom or many cities and countreics , and the
alteracion and chaungeing of the flate and gouernea
mentsFor if it be laufull for man to diuine of Goddes
svonderfull workes,and by the like thinges paft, cons
iechure thofc that be to come : why should wenot
affirme | that thefe plages will folowe? Before the
great warres made by Xerfes aguinft the Grecias
nes,and the ouerthrowing of the hole fhite of Grece,
ther was ¢ blafing ftarre fene of the shape of an hora
sse,and an eclipfe of the funne;

Before the laft and veter deftruction of the citie
of Terufalem | ther was fene hanging in thelement
ouer the téplea burning [weorde almoft the fpace of
aholeyeare,  1nthe time of cruel Nero,ther wai &
Comete that continued fixe monethes,

After that foloved great fedicion and alteracion
in thempire:and the kingdome of the lewes (marke
well ) was vtterly deftroied, Before the deathe of our
couutrey man Confantine the great , who was the
furft profeffour of the Gofpell of Chrift among all
themperours: and no doubt & fpecial fauourour and

promotour

promotour of it.For hedid not probibite laie men'to
reade Goddes worde , s fom princes dooat this ty=
me,but be caufed examples of the Bible to be written
at bis owne charges , dnd fent into all countreyes:
ther was 4 great Concete, dnd aftervoarde folowed 4
wonderfull and cruel warre , ‘which who [o deliteth
in hiftories maie perceauc.
Before the diffenfion and deadly warres that was bes
tyene the brethren of Lotarius themperour,fonsie of
Lodouicus Piv:, for the dinifion of thinheritaunce
(wherby fuche slaughter grewe in Fraunce,that the
Frenchemen were neucr aftcr hable to recouer pera
ficly their force)ther weremany Cometes fene.
About the yeare of Chrift M.1, they was anhors
tible Comete fene,and than Ploved wonderfull fumia
nes andpeflilence
In the yeare ML X1, before thinuafion of willid
Conquerour into England, and the conquef} of
thefame , and inwhich Heralde king of England
with twentie thoufaunt true Englifhemen in the des
fenfe of theircountrey aguinft the tiranne were slai-
ne:ther was fene a wonderfull Comete, whicheuery
man thought (4 in dedeit folowed) to be muche mia
[chicf and thalteracion of the flate, as bereafter ye
shall heare. A litle before the great warresin Nors
mandie (wherof ye baue bearde before) ther was
[ene in Normandie a great Comet and ¢wo full mones
at one time shyning,thone in the eafte,thother in the
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weft.1n the yedre M C C X X Lwhileft the wdrres
wvere in Afiabetwene the chriften men and the vn=
chriften,wher vnto king Henry the thrid fent«
power of Englifbemen onder therleof Cheftre
(for the maintendtice wherof the nobilitie firft graie
ted theking the wardefhip of their children,as Poli=
dore writeth) before the Chrifon men loft the citie of
Damiata,and ¢ great ouerthrowe of thent was in
Egipt, manywonders were fene indinerfe places,and
alfoin Englande 4 very great Comete, 4 wonderfill
great earthequake,all the wyntcr horrible thonders,
which inEnglande feldome in Somey be bearde:fucke
great vaines, and tempefes of windes, that it oucr=
threse many boufes : and the fea drowned mani plas
tes, which eucry man faied, betohencd the burt that
folowed on chriften men.1n the yeare MCC X L1,
alitle before wales was brought to the fubieGtion of
thekingof Englande , ther appeared in Englanda
terrible Comete by the fpace of xxx.daies.?

Inthe yedre M DX X X1, ther was an horrible
Comete, Andwhat folowed of it ¢ The Turke occu=
pied a great parte of Vngdrie: the kig of Denmarke
Chrifierne inuading bis colitrey with a great armie,
and fominding to recouer bis kingdome, was taken
and bis fonne.  And why should not ye of England
tiike that thefe fignes beonly(or at the leaft chiefly)
foryout  Compare your [elues, dnd your lises and
doinges with the Iewes, - or the worft nacion,if any

can

can be'worfe:id fee whether ye be not hable fo mat= /55

chethem, yeato ouermatche them , and to droppe
vie,three for oneslnwhat nacion vnder the cope of
beauen , hathe God shewed greater tokens of bis f4=
uour,and it fo litle fet by 45 in Englande? fohat cons
sempt of bim,his worde and miniflers bathe bé ther:
8wbat difimulacion with God2what hipocrifie: kohat
fwearing and forefspcaringiobat traiterye to their
countreyes. Jokat difobediense to the gouernours in
good,godly and necefJary thinges: Xphat ready obes
dienceto theirrulers in wiched and euil thigeseiohas
vnnatural bitcheric vfed betwene the father and
daughter, brother and fifter:kobat abominable hoo=
redome fuffred onpunifhedzyed in many and the chie=
feft places the greateft hooremongers theimpudenteft
vibauldes,the peltingeft bribers, and the lewdeft pera
fones made Luftices of the peace, and correfhours of
vice: &ohat railing and reuiling of the worthy pure
predchers of Goddes gofpell for only rebuking of vi=
cesiwhat horrible murdres fecret and open,not only
of priuate perfones , but alfo of the moft honous
rable pecres and reuerende minifters of Gods  Rphat
bochering and burning of true Englifire chrifianes,
yong and olde,holeand lame, feing and blynde,man,
wonan,and catlde, without refpecte of age , fexcor

Afieesiohat pillip and polling,tabing and fuatching,

frealing and robbing,not only among the meane fora
te,but among the greatcits Kyher is fo great hatred
and



- and malice, [o litle loye and charitic s in Eaglanded

1 should newcr make an ende,if 1siorldtell but that
1 hawe my [elf fene and knowe inuche leffe if 1 should
declareall that other credible perfones of their ovne
Bnowlage report to bemoft certain and true.

But to retourne to the mater, Loie well England,
toke well, whether this Cometepaft, and eclipfes to
come,totiche the? Artthourot all ready plaged with
faminges,and with [uche a famin,as thow neucr bea
fore beardeft of 1t is true,ye had darthes in the time
of kinges Henry and Edwarde, but thofe were dear-
thes without nede: only they weve occafioned by the
gredine(fe and malice of naughtie men weithout fears
citic or lacke of thingrs: &d for lacke of diligét ouer=
feing and good gouernement, andnot by the directe
plage of God. But thefe two yeares fince kig Edwars
des deathe,from the reflitucion of your curfed popif=
be maffe,ye haue bad fcarcitic by the diredie plageof
God.The carthe not brought furthe fuche plaintie as
it cuftomably did before.Jober before time the coun
trey fedde London, London contrary oife was and is
forced of ber former prouifion to fede the countreie,
&oher Dantif: ¢ id other the northe eaft partes were
the barnes and garners of corne , forthey had the
prouifion of corne formany yearcs before bande, ad
nourifbed all the lowe partes of Germdnie, Denmar=
ke Frifelande,holande, Zelande,Brabaunt,Flanders,
Hifpaine andmany other: now by reafon of their

’ bringing

bringing o muche to veleue Englande,onles's flafc be
veade intime,they them felucs will perifbe of famin,
Qoban were euer thinges [o deare in. Englande, as in
this time of the popifh maffe id other ldolatrie’re]bn
vedzgobo cuer hearde or redde before, that ¢ pounde
of beeft was at iiij,d. & shepe xx.5.A poiide of Cane
delles atiiij d. A poiidc of Buttur at iij.d.ob. A poii»
deof Chefeat iij.d.two egges ¢ penic, d quarterof
wheat,Ixiiij.s. A quartre of maltat1.s . or aboue:
the people driven of hongre to  grindedccornes ﬁr
breadmeale,and to drinke waterin fledeof ale: And
whatShall this famin avaie, before bis mllu“é mate
énd ﬁlowe(peﬂx‘lence)comes’No furely without your
carneft fbedy repentaunce, and Goddes exceding mia
vaculous meycie,it is not pofible:for hitherto the one
went neuerbefore , but the other cam either arme im
arme,or ellcs quickly after,

But it fball almoft come to late forco
perfones, for they be fo banged vp by xx.f and,:zl ::
4 plumpe  (and a great nombre of them , bicanfe
they confeffed and profiffed, that they ftould befas
wed by thonly merites of Chrifles pafiion) that the
beftilence shall baue livel matier ambg the meane fore
teto beoccupiedon: but therfore muft be the more
occupied with the great,

. Andbaft thou (England) badnofedicion and
inwarde grudges Yes,fo muche that the beaddes and
gouernours
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gouernours durft nok pepe outof their priuie chams
bres: nor one neighbour feme to tallse with an other,
for fiare to benoted and accufed of confiracie. Yed
and that (ehat is worft of all, and to be Lamented of
all englifhe men) ther i invws rde gr’ud 28, an‘,{ [ fcrft
maliccbeewene the membres,thatis, the Nobilitie id
ommones. ;
‘ The one hatcth and contemneth the.ather , hich
is the warke of tioz deuil, and bis minifbers t!3e popi=
{he Prelates andpricftes, They caft waterinto the
coles to mascche five greater:for they Tcnowe{onle;
fuch diuifion and diffesfion bef?ﬁred ar.xdnounﬂfed‘,
their hingdome wolde fonc lie in the dirte. This is
the practiccof fuche 45 mindet.e conqueft or viter
deftructian of any people,to maintene and pricke fox
revoarde diffenfion, dinifion and difcorde among the
people.  For Chriftes wordes are true, who faieth,
that euery kigdome diuided init felf shal be defolate,
and euerycitic or boufe dinided again it felf,shal
wot continue.  Theprophet prophecieng of the de=
ftruction of the kingdome of the tewes, fatf({ befos
re,that ther should be ciuile and inwarde fedtcw(t, “
ther ws in dede inlerufalem,betwene three peflilent
facianes and partes, wherof Symon, Yoannes Jand
Eleazarus were theautors and headdrs,  This wi

Kerfes practice to fet the Grecianes by the eares, 10
maintene Ciuile warres and diffenfion among them,

that fo whanon: bad deftroicd an other , bt
might

might eafily enioyeall , This policie baue allother /5

ambicious monark s bitherto in all places practiced,
And 45 Gardyner whan be skould dye,did not lament
bis fynnes, but fent for the Quene, and wept to her,
that hz could no longer Lyue to ferue Fer grace, that
is to vndoo the nobilitie and comons of the Realmes
but he defired ber to procede a5 he counfutled her by
bis worde and writing: fo Granuell whan he should
alfo dye,fent worde to théperour Charles and requi=
ved him,not to forget his counfail,but [Hll ofe ir thst
#,to nourishe and mayntene diffenfion amosig the jhy
tes of Germanie , andfo he should at leynght eafily
come by thehole. 1nlike mancr if the traiterous bif=
boppes and priefles can ones fet the comones againft
the nobilitie and gentilmen they voill fone( the nobilis
tie being ones fuppreffed Yende the comones to clyna
be a dawes neft,and vfe them at their pleafur.But wia
fe mé and fuche as loued their countrey in tyme paft,
forefaspe this mifchicf that cameby inwarde zrudge
and ciuile difcorde:and euer(as muche 45 in them laie)
went about tolet it They thought it was moft necef=
fare to prouyde for the fauegarde of the hole by all
meanes,andnot forany particulsr parte:which maye:
welappear by thewifdd of Thrafibulus,who beig dry
uen outof Athens(bis countrey)by the xxx. tirans
nes bicaufe be wolde not confent to their tirannye dd
to [ee bis countrey deftroyed : atleynghe gathered ro
gether all thofe that were banished with him,and by
- L the

K

'
i

e




the belpe of the Thebanes their neighbours , t?he 4
caftle befides Athenes, and afterwarde inbatail be
oucrcame th: tirannes and re®ored Il thofe that wer
banished,to their cofitrey,d their olde lawes that we
re taki awaic by the tyrines, Andfeig what mifchief
might folowe,i f he did not tak avwaie thi warde} grud-
ge that was among the people,and make an ynitie .bt.:
twene thi,albeit the poore banished men were fpoiled
of all that they bad,and their goodes in thofe handes,
that hade no right therto Yyet madebe thé all to geue
d promyfe, that non should claime any thing of an
other,but that all should be forgeuen and forgoten,
And the fame wifedom did the Romaynes maniy tymes
fe,to make quictnefJe among the people, and to pre=
Jerue the bole common wealthe. Yea the noble men of
Rome,albeit they were a5 ambicious as others and o=
e enuied an others glorie | yet whan the common
wvealthe was in bafarde , and that their feruice muft
be vfed for the defenfe of their countrey , they did
cleane forgeueand forget all priuate iniuvics and ins
wvarde grudge ; yea it was the chicf meane to recons
cileencmyes.  Andnomaruail among wifemen,for
they fawe, if the hole body of their countrey should
perishe,they could notprofpre. Ther canbe no ars
me , wher ther is nobodyzand it is a feble body that
lacketh the armes and legges. Yeait is a moft miferd
blebody wher the armes and leggs beate the body,ad
the body goethabout to shake of tharms and leggcsd.
An

Aindalbeyt ther be no people, that haue ben move pla
ged by inwarde fedicion and cinile difcorde;than Ena
glishemen:yet is ther none that leffe confidreit, can
not tell,wherof it cometh but commonly they ncither
remembrethat ispaft, nor forfee thatis to cotne,bue
only(as wnreafonable creatures )loke vp3 thofe thin
gesthat be prefent, The diffenfion and difcorde that
was in Britayne our cotttrey (which now is calied tn
glid)and betwvene our ovne colitrey mé brought firft
the Romaynes ir to England:who after they were en
tred fone toke all to thé feluesithey murthered agreat
nobreof the Britaynes, of forn they toke their childré.
pledges and fent thé to Rome:ad to ridde the Realme
of ftrong ad luftie pfones, that ther might benone to
withftade the,they [ent armies 3d garifones of the out
of the realme,to ferue in forayn coitreies. Thofe that
were left at home, they fpoiled of their goodes with
great taxes and impoficiones : and a great nombre
made slaues and bondemen , and glad was he, that
could fynde fauourto cnioyeany lite) parteof his
owne as long 45 be lyued By this meanes was the real
mealmoft made defolate , and than the Pices
(abarbaroiss and cruel nacion) inuaded Britayne,
end deftroied man, woman, and childe,ihat camein
to theirbandes : and fo greater miferic folowed, the
people forced to flyein to montaynes | wooddes and
cawes for their fanegarde , andby that meanes the.
groynde not tilled, great famyncame on them 5 and
L i than



% /2 than wenderfull peftilence,ds lightli thone goeth not

wwithout the other, Thus our countreimen the Btitay =
nes being opprefJed by the Picles, [ought aide of the
saxoncs(men of great force, but of litle truthe) who
schar they were come in to the Realme , and fawe the
fertilitieof it fubtily deuyfed, tr:' marie Ronlxx
danghter to their captayn H engxﬂus‘,to the king
of Britaynecalled V ortiger . she being infiructe
what she should doo foiide the meanes,that her ovne
countreymen should beplaced nygheft the byng.and
baice the greatedt offices. Thus wercour countreys
men the Britaynes remoued from their king, ftraun=
gers placed inall offices and holdes , and at leynght

the lande voas onerrunne,and pofJeffed of Straungers.

Andthe mane of Britayne putawaye,and the realme
called Englande, '

The Danes after onderflanding  how fcrt.zle and
pleyntifull England vwas, fought meanes by litle and
litle, toplace themfelues in Englande, and after' a
king of Démarke in bis ovne perfone inuaded Englid
inthe Northe,dd made widerfull cruell mrres,t!.:ey
fpavednone , they burned and wafted Yorkesbxrf,
Northumberlande,and all places, fo that the enbabiz

tauntes were forced to fue for peace at the Danes ban’

des. Then built they the tovone of Dancastre (that is,

the Caftle of the Danes ) and whiles they had peace,

f¢at for moo Danes:and whan they thought their for

ceand power bigge ynough,they paffed ot vpon pro:

mifes

“wryfes and leagues that they had made, butvewned th° /63 “7,?

warres,hilled,burned id fpoiled in euery place til thei
came toExceflre : thepeople and realme voas modk
wmiferably tormented , and male tributarie to them.
Diuerfe of the nobilitie of England vpon light yes
nooccdfiones , butonly bicaufe they were thought
not to fauour the Danes,were taisen,their nofe trillés
moft villanously slytted,their handes cut of, Ab good
God , who can vemembre thefe thinges without voea
ping?iwho that feareth thy wrathe (lorde) will not
ai:de bis life, dd call to thee for mercics kohat naugh
tienobilitie were that,that wolde oppreffe the commo
nes,and afterward be vfed and oppreffed them felues,
by ftraungers,as their predeceffours hane ben before
tyme¢ Sohat deuillishe Conones might that be called,
that wolde repyne orrebelle againft the nobilitie and
gentilmen , and than tobe ouerrunne them fcl=
ues withprieftes and forayners,and to be pyned with
fuche miferie, as yebeare that our duncettours were:
and all bicaufe the gentilmen and cimones agred not
antong them felues kobo is & natural Englishe ntan,
thatwillnot intyme forfee and confidve rire miferie
towdrde bis countreyeard him [ elfe, id by all meanes
feke toletitzwho is it,that cd hope for quictnefJe pea
ce piealthe,pleyntie,and fuch like giftes of God,withe
oglt Goddes fauour and mercie. And how i itpofiible
that God should vfe mercie with them,that bearcins
warde hatred and grudge one to an other ,1d will vfe
L ij o
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1o merci with others?1f ye forgeue other mé their of
fenfes that thei comitte agaift you([aieth Chrifpyyour
beauenly fatber will forgeue thoffenfes that ye bave
comitted againft bim.But if ye doo not forgeue other
mé their faultes neither vi { your father forgufc you
nour faulees, Ko whiled yefaye the lordes praier,id
befull of ricour,malice,hatred,id éuie tovoarde your
neighbour,ye codemie your felues and defire Goddes
plages and vengeauitce to fall on your felues: for ye
meane vEgeaiice to your neighbours d wishe all euill
€0 fall on them. And fo e dothe fall on you:as yf]'ec by
experiéce of the playes ad miferies that are ttd.ibl!l
come to you, But from invarde fedicionand ciuile dif
corde,that briedeth fo muche mifchief, let vs cometo
outvarde wirres andinuafiones madeby firaiigers.
But yewill [aye, yehaue no warres with any forain
prince.1tis true:but shall ye haue none? yes,'yes:tbc
#yme is not yet come , all is not hatched that is vnder
the henne, Your winges muft be dubbed, your fethers
suft be pulled,your cBbes muft be cut, yow mu_& becle
anepilied, jour fubftaunceshalbe gotten by Iftteland
tittell out of your handes,by taxes and [ubfidies by be
neiolences and loanes,and o frd alitell tomore , and
{3 more to morezand at leynght all the marcbd.um.is
goodesto be confifeate in Elaunders by an inqn.t‘tﬁtto.
and others in England by an opé excomunicatio. And
whan ye be ones cleane firipped of your ftoare,and
thus weasened out of courdge,dd your hartein your
hofe, dsthey faic:than shall your king returncto his

I -

Yoelbeloued wife,England,with great pope id power,
and shall copell you(in defbight of your bartes)to ré
dre and deliuer ber holly in to his handes, Than shall
the eafterlinges(vpon hope to recouer their olde and
greater priuileges Yaide him with mé,money and ship
pes:as allready they haue offred and promifed, 45 dis
uerfe credible lettres hane declared. Tha shall they in
wade Englande,and shalke by shiploades(if no worfe
happé vnto you)caried into newe Spaine,dd ther not
Dueatlibertie, but bicaufe ye ave o flubburne and vn
faithfull generdcis, ye shalbe tyed in chaynes, forced
to rowein the galie,to digge in the mynes id to pike
vp the golde in the hotte fande. And fo with forowe to
your [oppes,your three manes fong shall be, Alus,and
&weale awaye. Than shall yeknowe thepride idlorde
Iyneffe of the Spanyardes though fora while til they
maie get the ouer hande, they crepe and crouche , fes
demen yith fwete wordes (Bafo las manos) and wo=
menyithconfettes, fwete wynes, pleafaunt pfumes,
gayeapparail, and fuche like vaynetoyes:but whin
they be onesalofte,ther is no nacia vnder the cope of
Chrift like the in pride,crucltie, onmercifulne[Je,nor
fo farre frd all bumanitie as the Spanyardes bewhich
thig the realme of Naples, the Dukedome of Milane,
the citic of Siena,many partes of Duckelande,and the
landeof 1ulike Cleuelande and Geldre lande can to
theyrcofte right well teftifie.

Andmaie it not be thought, that the Fréche kig(wh&
befecth oportunitie)wilfetina fote,makig cluyme te




soc Englande,in theright of the yuene of Scottes,4s heis

ve to hing Héry theight by bis eldcst [yfter: And maie
it not be fufpected , that the pope(todoo the Frenche
Ling « pleafure)shall faye the Diuovce betwene king
Henry and the dowager was by the canon lawes lan=
fil:and shall excommunicate the realine, onles they
yeuoke thadte of parliament, wherby the Dyuorce of
late was iudged vnlaufull?

Remébre, remembre(good countrey men, and true
English hartes) the miferie that folowed inour poos
recountrcy vpon the conqueft madeby thambicious
Swilliam Duke of Normddie ;vpon hove fmall a title be
entred,ad bow tyrinously be vfed him felf. Bis only
colour veds 4 bequeft or promifc made to bim by king
Edward, brother to Cauntus and Heraldus kinges of
England,vehi he was 4 banished manin Normandic,
if be should dye without iffue,as be did. At bis firften
trie,be bad a great batail with the newe chofé king of
Englad id slowe bi id ewitic thoufalit of ourcofitreye
mé which put fuche 4 feare inall men the Nobilitie,
thecivargic,the Lodoners,ad others the comons,that
it m. de théfue for peace, id to geue pledges for their
fulelitic,whom be fent in to Normandie, At the firfe
i:2 madethé many fuyre promifes of pedce,quietnefJe
ad i ftice,woherwith the folishe fode people were fone
begyles, They thought t.ey had hade God by thetoo,
bur tivy hade the voolfe { yeathe deuil) by the eares,
Hefirjt foruified the holdes and portes by the fea fide,

and in

dinbis abfence(as many times be veds orced ops res /5 7 g

belliones in Normadie,totetournc)he madea Coitfail
of his owne coiitrey mé,id made the BifFop of Baton
bis brother,bis lieutenazit i Englade. But whi be was
ones fatled,ad thought him [elf frong ynough to he=
pethe Englifbemé viderithd Fave well all faire pros
mifes be begineth o plaic Rex. yed the demlindede,
He fpoiled the nobilitie of their goodes d poffefiios
nes,made the slaues ad bis owne slaucs Lordes: and
vps the Comas beput woderfull taxes ad impoficion
nes. He toke fi5 the people their weapones ad harnefe
fe,id made a lavoe, that nomi should come out of his
houfe after the bel rBgs which was at eight of theclo
che, but to couerthe ﬁrc d to bedde.Koberforevntill
this daie the bel that thi ringeth,is called Coucrfiewe.
And tha be built at Notinghd lyncolne,yorke,id hd=
fling,ad fet in thé garifons of Novmides. And not o2
tented herewith,be executed many onderfull cruell
thiges, ad fpecially on the nobilitie,id fuchc ds b fas
we to be flovote mé:fom he canfed to be murthred.fom
their nofetrilles to be slitte, and their bandes cut of.
Happie vas he that could flie out of the Realme:he
fo fpoiled yorkefbire,ad durka,ad all the northeptes,
that té yeares together it laie wafle id ynhabited. He
could in nevoife abide the English nobilitie,but vtter
1y deftroied the. And all this be did by the lawe of the
deuil,whiche they cal the lase of armes.The good la=
wes id . uflomes of Englid he cleane toke awaie, and
v made




ey

made bis ownelufles his lavoes dd put thé in bis owne
Normade tongue,that bis frédes might alwaies baue
thinterpretacion of thé,and that he might catcke the
poore Englifhemd, whi it pleafed bim:ad wolde bae
the lawes tobe pleaded d al thiges to be donein Fré
che, And be vwas not také to bethe Normides fréde,
nor no gentilman,that could not fpeake frenche. And
therof cometh the olde puerbe: Jacke wold be a g€
tilm3, but hecd no fréche.He remoued then-
glifhe bifhoppes,andplaced Normides by the aide of
the bifhop of Rome. He pulled downe tovones, villas
ges and boufes and put out the poore people to make
bim fportigplaces pricely pleafures forefles,phes id
chaces.O miferable Englide,thet ones thus waft by 4
tiranne dndoutwarde enemies plaged.But how muche
tore miferable shalt thou beby the warres that are
moft certain to come shortly ont hee.God be mercifull
vnto thee, But me thinkes 1 beare your papiftes bia
[hoppes,priefkes friers and fuche like Antichriflii mo
feres[die,that thefe plages which baue fallen and shal
come to England (for they knowe, they can not bed
voided,no they dre occafioned ad holpé forewarde by
them) haue growne for thinges donein king Henry
and king Edwardes time, for that their abominacion
was difclofed,their buries and dénes digged op, their
monafteries throwé dovne, and the landes diuided &
folde co the laitie, Ab bipocrites, Ab[ubtilwolues ah
vipcrous generdcion.koban the foxe preacheth,bews
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re your geefe.ober in feripture do they inde,that d=
ny fuche bely Goddes 45 they dre fhould be maitened?
No,feriptur wold hauefuch marchaiites whipped out
of the churche,fuch buiers d fellers of més foules wo
be vnto you hipocrites (faicth Chrift)for ye fwalowe
vp the houfes of the poore and miferable,that is that
which should be c3uerted to the relief of thepoore id
nedy:ad that vnder pretéfe of [3g praiers.koo’be vnto
you(ye mafhing Mahosndes )which goo frd place to
place, by fea and by lande,t o ke a nouice of your
owne ordre, and whan ye haue bim,ye make bim the
childe of el fire two folde move thi your felfe. 1 kno
we you not( fuieth Chrift) awaic frd me,ye workers
of iniquitie.It is only their Godthe bely,thatthey fes
Betoferue, they nother paffeonthe God in heaucn,
nor the deuil in bell, fo they maie haue wherwith to
maintene them felues on earthe, in their hooredome,
burgerie,prideand al abominacion.  And this that
1 faie, is not feined nor ymagined, but euident inall
mennes eics that will not be wilfilly blinde,

Thofe that be defirous to be rulers in monafterics,ab
bottes and priours before they come toit, they pine
them felfe awdie with fafting weareheare and vfe the
vef of thiftrumétesof hipocrifie fora while:but whi
they haue ones caught the fifbe they caft for,they she

we what they be plainly.fwho fo great bely Goddes?

fwho fo great hooremongers? doher fiche hiiauerie
wfeds ams afbamed to tell it 1n like maner plaie thefs
@haplagnes
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~. Chaplaines of honouy that feke for bifhopriches all

faning one Nl.doGour kwe(tO(the comp bull of
diffembled virginitie,and the boarc of olde rufled wi=
dowhead)who before hide {hewth what be wilbe.But
# the worlde goeth,bis pla:1e dealing hathe not noy
wil put bi to any afterdeale, fober is fuche an hoores
mger (yed worfe tha an hooremdger )as this olde his
pocrite Paule the fourthe nowbifhop of Rome?
&ohofo great 4 gluted:&oho fo prode id ambicious?
&ohofo great a tivine &d tormitour:&oho fo great 4
warriours And yet before he came tothat bighe feat
of antichrift,be wold feme a faint o religia nor or=
dreof hipocrites was [brait ynough for bim. Hevss
& frier,a monke,a Capuccine an anchorite,yea what
was he not¢But ye fee the marke thefe hipocrites [ho
otcat, And I cd tel thec fomwhat of mine owne know
{age, which maie not be denied: for the autor is a mdn
of guod credéce bothe abrode &d at home with the gre
ateft id meaneft. After the beginig of the Quenes rei
gne,dd the fodainalteracic of all thinges (cBtrary to
othe id pmife) ther came one of mine ordre vnto me,
a5 1 walked in o gurdei dd vét about to pfuademe to
iclineto the Quenes peediges: Plaie the wife mi)fai=
eth he)dd doo a5 1 &d other mé doo:1 haue know thee
of 15g time,to be 4 good felowe, I warraiit thee,thow
shalt vecouer thy loffe &d liue in bonour,if thow wilt
beruled by reafon. And with that belept vp to clappe
e on the sholder , for onles be flode on tippe to, be

could

B

couldnot reacheit, Tufbe (fuied he)thou art a fole: /74 &

1fthe Turke ruled in Englid, 1 wold frame mi felf to
line accordig, 1 maie not nor wil tel you bis name bis
canfe T hope he wil ones remébre bifelf,dd cal to God
for grace, But to put you fomwhat i3 mufing,1will
tel you fomvohat,In king Henries time, whi Gardines
woss called the beare,he wus called the ape Johat faied
droke doctour Locfid in the middes of his cuppes (fr
wine will difclofe fecretes, if it be as well plied 45 bis
maifterfhip dothe) by the maffe faieth be,that bochey
thebifbop of LGd3 wil cut al the gétilmeés throtesin
Engldd, f beca. Thus ye maie Jee the marche,wherat
thefe hippocrites the papifies shoote, They make res
ligio &d Goldes worde nothing clles thi 4 colour to
cosier their wickedneffe,ad to maitene their lewdnefa
[e-Andtherfore they orafte and wrythe feripture to
ferue their purpofc,and fo they haue nede to doo: fir
ther is not one worde in all the feripture for the, but
euery worde aguinft thé, And bicanfe ye be retourned
to their dewociones,baue forfaken God id his worde,
adcleauc to the pope and his tradiciones,id maintene
fuche aforte of hipocrites, diffemblers,and open ene
niies of Godad the Realme of Englidestherfore bane
allthefe plages lighted on you,dd the veft will shorely
folowe without faile, Loke vpon the xxvil].Chap,of
deuteronomie whey it is voritté thus. 1f thow wilt not
bearké to the voice of the Lordethy God,to hepeand
to dooal bis comatidemétes ad his ordinaiices which

' 1com=
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1 ¢3:aahde the this daie, al thefe curfes shalcome vp3
thee id ouertake thee.Curfed shalt thou be inthe tov
ne,id curfed i the fielde,curfed shal thy bafhet beand
thy floare.Curfed shalbe the frutc of thy body, dd the
fruteof thy lande,and the frute of thyre oxen,and the
flockes of thy shepe. The lorde shal fende vpon thee
curfing,deftrution and vebule, to all that thou fetf
teft thy handejto,and that thoy daeﬂr,vrztz.l hedeftroie
thee,and bring thec to naught quickly, brc'aufe of the
wichednefJe of thyne inuenciones, and bicaufe tho
baft forfahen me.The lorde shall fmitethee withmad
nefJe,blyndenefJe,and dafing of heart. Thou shalt be
opprefJed with wrong, andbe polled euermore, and
o man shah fuccour thee, Thou 5bal€ be betrouthed
t0 d wift,and an other man shall iewith her. Thou
shaltbuilde an houfe,and not dwell therin, Thine oxé
shalbe hilled beforc thinceies,and thow shalt not eate
therof. Thine affe shalbe violently taken from the,
d shallnot be reflored to the aguine.Thy sbcgcsha{a
be geuen to thine encmies,and noman shall refcue thé
The frute of thy lande and all thy labours shall ¢ nd=
cion which thou knoweft not eat: d thou sbal? con
tinually [uffre violence, and be opprefJed alwaie, fo
that thou shalt be cleane befide thy [elf, for the fight
that thine eies shall fee, Thou shalt cary'mufhe Jede
out into the filde,and shalt gather but a litclin, for
the grefJe hoppers shall deftroie i, All thy trecsand

fute of thy lande shalbemarred with blafting. ohe

"rhe frrdunger that is among you, shall climbe aboue
thee on highe, &d thou shalt come downe beneathe an
Towe.Morcouer all thefe curfes shall come vpon thee,
dd shal folowe the id ouertake the til thou bedeftrois
ed:bicaufe thou herkenedeft not to the voice of the lon
dethy God,to hepe his comaiidemetes ad ordinaiices,
which be comaiided the,ad they shalbe vp3 the 45 mis
racles,and vpG thy fede for euer,bicaufe thou ferues
deft not the lorde thy, God with loifulneffe &d with 4
good beart, whan thou hadeft aboitdaiice of al thiges:
therforethou shalt fersc thine encmie,which the lorde
shal fende vp3 thee, in hiigre and thirft,in nakedneffe
and in nede of all thing : and he shall put 4 yowhe of
Ironabout thy necke , til be haue brought the to
naught.And the lorde shall bring a nacion vp3 thee,
o nacion whofe tongue thou shalt not vnderfrande;
an barde fauoured nacid, which shal not regarde the
perfone of the olde, nor haue cpagion os the yong.

The fame shall cat the frute of thy catail and the frus
teof thy lande,’ til be baue dcftroied thee: and shall
leawe thee neither corne , wine nor oile,neither the
increace of thine oxen, nor the flockes of thy shepe,
tilbe bauebrought theto naught . And the lorde

shall fende vpon the and thy fede great plagues and

of long continuaunce , euil fickeneffes and of long

duraunce,  And it shall come to paffe, that 4 the

lorde reioiced ouer you to doo you good , andto

wultiplie you ; cuenfo he will reioyce omer you,
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fo deftroie you,id to bring you tonaught, And amog
thefe naciones thou shalt finde non eafe, neither sb4¢
the fole of thy foote baue reft.But the lorde shal geue
the an vaquiet hart,ad dafing cies,dd forowr of mine
de.erc. Andinthe ende of the xxix.Chap.of the {4:
me it floweth. Than shali all naciones faie, wherfore
hathe the lorde done on this facion-onto this lande?
And men shall fuic:bicanfe th y lefee the Tefumit of
their fathers, which be made with them, voban be
brought thé out of th: lide of Egipt. For they went
@ [orued frraunge go ddes @d wor|hipped the.Goddes
which rh:y k1owe not, and yohich bade geuen theme
naught, And the wrathe of tue lorde waxed hotte d=
guinft this 1ide,to brirg wpd it all thecurfesrhxtqe
writté] this boke.crc, By this [cripture yeare plain
Iy tolde the vndeniable caufead mater, wherfore the
lorde God threatneth and [endeth plages. Reade all
the hiflories of the bible,d the pphecies ofnthe Pros
phetes, ddye shal curdétly fee,how peopleid nacios
15 baue bé deftroied for maintenig of fuche \dolaters
id wicked liucrs,as the papiftes are, and wher fuche
woickednefJe hathe bé vfed(4s is amBg you jad not cor
veltrd, 4 1 haue before declared . But thove wilt
Cuic: what shall we doo to auoide the calamitie id mi=
ferie that is bothe prefent andtowardeswolde to God
thou diddeft af e it frd the botome oft!;;i k?;rte.B.ut
1 feare thow doeft diff.mble ad fpeake it with thy lip=

pes only, s thow waft wont.{ghd the great [weat v
i

in Englandin the tyme of king Edwarde, alitle fonk /5

ficatid of a greater [courge foloweing:and many that
were mery at dyner | were buried in the enenynge
font that went at night toslepeluftie , were founde
in bedde dead in the morning:fome that went not fara
re fri their owne houfe,neuer veturned, Than as long
# the feruétnefJe of the plage Lusted ther was cryeng
Peccaui,peccaui,peccaui:i haue fynned, 1 haue
[yiied,l baue fined mercic good lorde,mercie mercie,
mercie. The minifters of Goddes worde were foughe
for ineueri corner,thei could not reft,they might not
slepe:ye muft come tomy lorde , ye muft come to my
lady, my maifter prayeth you to come ftraight vnta
i,y maiftres muft nedes fpeake with you, Come, if
yelowe Godiand if ye loue their faludcid, tarye not.
For Goddes [ake, M. MiniSker (faye the ficke folkies)
tell vs what we shall doo to auoide Godds wrothe, T4
kethefe bagges,paye fo muchetofuche s man, for
decedued bim:geuchim fo muche.for 1 gateit of him
by vjurie:Y made & cyaftie bargamnwithfuch: 4 one,
vejkore bine fo muche,and defyre him to forgeneme.
haue taken bribes of fuche « one,l pray you geue him
fo muche moreagain.1 hawe fpoké cutl of fuche amd,
God forgeucit me,1 hiue ben a hooremBgre,a bawde,
God perdone me. Dyaide this bagge among the poore,
carie this to the hofpital,pray for me for Goddes fa=
ke.Good lord forgene me, ) auedifJembled with th:2¢;
1 pretended to loue thy worde with my lippes, but 1
b thoughg
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. thought it not with my bagt:but now1 fee thou knos
woeft the fecreteft fecretes,&d wilt not leaue euil wnpuia
nished. Haue mercie on me and forgeue me good lord,
1befeche thee from the botome of my barte. This weas
the difiimulactd of the people for three or foure daics
whiles thexecucion vds:but after whi the rage was
fomwehat {waged, than returne they to their vomite,
worfe thaneucy they were. Than that they had before
caufcd to be veftored and geuenin almofe, they feke to
vecower by more euil fauoured Cheuifaunfes . But God
i not blyndc, notheris bis hande shortened:be bathe
begonne to mete with you,and will paye you that be
oweth you to thuttermoft. But whether thou requis
reft me vnfuynedly,to knowe how to duoide the plage
to come,or docft diffcble with me,1 bade rather thou
shouldct be founde in fault, than 1 not to doo that ¥
before promifed thee, Goddes worde requive:h and 3
maundeth eucry man to helpe bis neighbour in worde
and dede s muche as in bim lieth, 1vwill therfore tell
thec my best adutfe,and bartily pray God thou maiefk
earncitl, foloweit, All thefe plages that before thou
bajt bearde rebearced, famyn, peftilence,fedicid, war=
ves deftrudlioncs of countrayes captiuitie of people,
and alteraciones of ftates are theinfirumentes of God
fent id powred on the people for their [ynses , that
they should be forvie id repét the of their former wice
ked life,call o God for mercie,dd leade a newe lifein

bolyne[fe and vighteoufnelJe al the dayes of their life:
&obich

fohich if ye il earncftly doo,no doubt but a5 God is
mercifull fo will he vfe mercic tovards you.For God
that neuer deceancd any but abhorreth all pracices,
all deceit,and all pradticers(the workers of deceipt’)
promifeth it by the mouthe of his prophet Ezcchiel.
1f(fayeth he) the vngodiy will turnc aveaye from all
Lis finnes that he hathe done,and will kepe all my coa
maundementes,and doo the thing that is tuft ad right,
doubtles ke shal [yue dd not dye, For al the [ines that
hedid before,shall not be thought vpd any more:but
in bis righteoufnefJe that be batbe done,be shall lyne.
For 1 haue no pleafur in the deathc of  fynner(faieth
God Ybut that be should repent him of his wicked iy=
feid lyne &rc, 1t foloweth in the prophet thus sher
fore repét and returne frd your wichednefJe,id your
wwickedneffe shal not be your defbructio. Cafte fré you
all your vngodlyneffe,make you d newe hart ad a nevw
fpirite:wherfore will ye dye, © you houfe of Ifracl
(thatis,all fuch 45 truft to be faued by chrift Yfeing &
bare no pleafur in the deathe of bin that dieth, fayeth
the lorde God, Turnetherfore, and yc shall Iyue,
This & not holy water of the court,bare wordes of
courfe,as the princesof the worlde vfe , whiles they
goo about to deceane the poore people with their
praétices but he [aicth no lefJe,than hewil doo:he pro
mifeth no more,than he will iuftly and fully perfour<
me.Scriptureis full of exdples toproueit. After ths
deathe of Gedeon, the children of )fraclfell from tls
noj wores




/7 worshipping of the true God,be came Hdolaters , and

worshipped Bdalim and Aftaroth, and otircr Goddes
a5 the Ethnikes did,wherfore God plaged them yona
derfully with inuafioncs and ouerrunning of the Phi
liftinesby the fpacc of xviif. yeares @ they femed in
wwordes todoo penaiice,but god fawe they did but dif=
fetnblewwith bim,and therfore bewold not heare thé,
But after they hadedone penaunce indcde , thatis,
deftroyed the Idoles and caft them out of their couns
treye,than God fent the the noble captain Iepte, who
defended them, and revenged the maliceof the phili=
ftines, Lilewife wher the children of 1fracl had in the
tyme of Helythe prieft receaucd by the Philiftines
wmany slaughtcrs of the people, and bad loft many ci
ties and towenes for the Mdolatrie thei had commiteed,
yetshan'by thadmonicion of Samuel they repented
(4 yc beard before)and turned to God , God turned
to theim,and was mercifull. And whan the philiftines
bud prepared « wonderfull great force againft the
ehildren of Vfracl, God fent fodaynly fuchaterrible
thondre and lightenyng, that they weredifperfedand
yive dwaye The childré of 1frael pfecuted thé &d sle=
e thé, ad vecouered their citics,&d all that they had
To/15whi the moabites, dmonites &4 1dumites thought
to buuz oucrriine Iudd in the tymc of king Sofaphat,
ek wianthe Ling id bis people lumented to God and
ealled frmercic, God turned avoaie his yorathe , and
poured i ontheir eneinics , and madethemto fal out
dmong

dmongthem felues,and fo to kil one an other, &wban 1%
7,

Benad.b theking of Siriabefieged Samaria ther vas
[o great a fumi in thecitie,thatvwome e:etheiyr ovwne
children:but whan king loramad the people feltore
pentaiice dd called to God for mercie they had in one
daie pleitie of al thinges, For God fent fuch 4 terrouy
among the Sirianes withthe noife of armour, that
they fled,id lefte all their vitaile bagge and baggage
bebinde them for thofe of Samarid. Ye haue hearde
before alfo how oloftrnes and Sinacherib that inuaa
ded Yrael, were with their hole armics deftroied of
God after the people repéted the of their finnes,and
called for mercie, Andfo ye baue inumerableexgples
of the great mercie of God towarde al that repented
truly,and called for mercie. As of the citie of Niniue,
whom albeit God had threatencd viterly to deftroie
thé,yet whi God fawe they were penitét for theur for
mer wicked life,ad called vnto bi for mexcie, be witha
drewe bis plage , dd bel{ out his mercifull hande ouer
thé:ené fo ye(good coiitrey mé an true englifhe hara
tes)if yewil in time earnefily repét you of your fine

nes,leduc your 1dolutrie,adhonour and worfhip God

truly,as ye were taughti blefJedhig Edwdrdes time,

abhorrethe fonde phitafies and folife tradiciones of
é.ad cleaue to the fincere worde of God,&d be defia

rous of the knovelage of it:leaue your blafobemie and

vaine [wearing id borrible forfwearing &l periurie,

no loger hate your countreic, but be true and faith=
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" Pullto it,&d by all godly meanes feke the wealthe and
fauegzrde of it:if ye wil obey Goddes cimartdcmétes
before your gouernours, id your goucrnours in that
is godly honeft and iuft,and ot olles:if ye woill leaue
your bavedric,horedome id bitcherye ad driue out of
al places al hoores, hooremdgers dd fluchoufes.dd
[uche as fawour id maitene the if ye will abfline ff6
eruclmurthering of the Saintes of God ad innocétes,
ad rather your felues be cotét to [uffre all martirdos
mme,thi ye wil embrewe your fingres i their blovd,or
cofentto it:if ye wil leaue opprefiing of your neigh=
bours,your [ubtiltie,crafte and deceat ad your felues
Teane to lowe gredineffe, and inordinate defire of the
trafbe of this worlde: if you leaue your inwarde hat
reed,grudgedd malice onctoan other,if the nobilitie
will lowe ad chearifhe the comonaltie,ad the comones
botsgur dd loue the nobiltie:if one wil [hewe bim felf
o byother and neighbour in dede to an other; thi o

doubt if ye doo thefe shiges fr3 the botome of the har
te,that the mouthedd harte agrectogether your [aia
enges &d doinges be al one:thun shall ye poeaue, that
God wilbe eafily intreatedto turne.Tha maic ye bols
dly ashe of God in Chrifles name,ad your defires shal
behearde id grafited, But ye maiei nowife diffemble
with bi,us the Ifraclites did,wha they [aied thei wold
edmitee no more 1dolatrie,id yet kept their tdoles a4
sox pulled do wne your ymages,but yet kept them fes
erctly in your chibres:nor yct a5 ludas Jfcariothdid,

' whe
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who lamented his finnes id vepited but returned not
to God:nor yet a5 your felues did diffemblein the lafs

fweat, whiles Geddes whippe was in your neckes,but’

ye muft cleane doo awaie the olde mi and put on the

- newe:ye mufl vefufeid caft awaie all euilles, and doo

tyhat is good, ad eucr [ludic to do that shal pleafe God,
ad in nowife loke (a5 lottes wifé did Ybackewarde: bus
[l goo forewarde. And thi if ye call to God for mera
cie,putting your ful id onely truft in him be i bean
re you,dd take i you thofe plages that lie on you,dd
the other wehich hoft certainly (if ye repét not,bang
ouer you, and wilcome ypon you, Than will be fende
sou his benedi i3 for maledidia, pleitic for fami head
the for pefliléce,pedce for warres quietnes for trouble,
ﬁr cruel tiranie,« godly id iufle gouernemit:for fedis
¢id, fuche force id power,that you beig a frwe, shalbe
bable to witbftide all the tiranncs of the worlde,and
enemies of God id our cofitrey,ad veterly ccfoiide the
addeftroic the. Yeshsll anoide the eternal paines of
bel prepared fir finners:and at leinght ye shalbe fure
alfo tomake a chaiige i your earthly cofitrey,to the
heauély Paradife:fr5 variable Engldd to the cifbaung
Yerufalem:frS the c3pany of men,to the felowefhip of
Angelles:from mutable and frovening cofitenafices of
worldely powers, to the vnchaiigeable id moft cifory
table fightof the kig of all kinges,our moft meveifid
eteraal heaucly father. Towh with the fonne id the
holy gaoft, be all honour, praife and glory now and
eucr, Amen,
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