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BE OBEYD OF THETIR
fubie&s;:and Wherin they may law-
fully by Gods Warde be difobeyed
:nc{vnﬁﬁcd.

; .. Wherinalfo is declared the caufe of all this pre
! fent miferie in England, and the onely way
to remedy the fame.
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VVILLIAM VVHITIN-
GHA M TO A_LL THEM
that louc to knoWe the tructh
and foloweit: Grace and peace.

. Gnorance the mother of
- & error and profefled enne-
%2/ mie to Gods Trueth, hath
{32 two daughters by whole
 flatteriesand fubtile practi
__is‘ fes [he blyndeth mens eyes,
¥ roes=— obfcureth the Truech, and
withdraweth vs from the way of knollage:
Cuftome,and Negligence. Wherofthe ﬁgrﬂ!
fo bewitcheth vs, thatalthogh we wallowe
and walter in darcke blyndenes, yet asit
were by dreaming we feme to walkein the
bright funne fhyning : fo that Cuftome and
compagnie may farre foner drawe vsto per
dition , then Truecth and reafon bring Vs to
the vnderftanding of ourerror . The other
being 2 domeftical feruante and wel ac-
quaynted with our maners, by crafty flatre.-
ric cior_h ouercome vs . For the flefhe is pro-
wde and {welleth againft God , (he glorieth
| in her owne wifdome, {he loueth her owne
confel, fhe deliteth in her owne imaginatid
and policie ; and albeit we knowe that
flothful Negligence isan impediment and
blocke in  our nature to ftoppe vs from
Trueth: yet willingly we gyue place to her
a. ii.
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flattering perfuaffons,and fuffrcher to tray -
ne vstowilful deftruction. So that betwixt
Cuftome and Negligence we rather holde
withdamnable Ignorance, and willheto be
plongedin abominable L‘I'EU:'R,EhC!] bf'_diii-
gent itudy and {erching ofthe Trueth lear-
neto know e otir duetic to God, ad what he *
requircth of vs to do towardes our neigh-
bour. Then if we wolde auoyde thefe euils,
we miuft loue and embrace the cotrary ver-
tues : and if Cuftomebe wicked and with-
holde vs from God , we muft llptdt]y reieck
her and cleane vato God:and it Negligence
haue noftled vsin the dénne oflIgnorance,
we muft purchale by diligence to proffic in
the fchole of knollage . For the acheuing
wherof(wheé M.Chriltopher Goodman one
of our minifters , according to the courfe of
the text, expounded bothe faithfully and
cofortably this place of the Aftes of the A-
pofties, Iudge wehether it b+ iufte before God
to abey you vather then God ) certeyne lear -
ned and godly men mofteinftantly , and at
fondry tvmes required hi to dilate moreat
large that his Sermon , an L ta fuffie icto’be
printed,that not onely we here prefent, bue
our bretherne in England and other places
mightbe perfuaded in che trueth of that doc
trine concerninge obedience to the magif-
trat,and fo glorificGod with vs.Whiche re-
queft headmitted noreafely, til ac legth wel
wayinge how many periflied in theirigno-
rance
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rance for lack of meanes to attaine to the
knollage of the trueth:and allo conferringe
his arricles and chicfpropniirions with the
beft learned in thefe partes ( who approued
them)he colented to enlargethe faid Sermo
and o to print it, as a token of his duetie
and good affe&tion towarde the Churche of
God: and then if it were thoght good to
the iudgement ofthe god!y,m tran{late the
{fame into other ligages that the proffic ther
of might be more yniuerfal. Ther is no dou-
te but many ouercome with olde Cuftome,
or yelding to negligét Slothfulnes wil ether
dilpraile this proffitable worke , or negleét
it . For euel Cuftome deliting in Ignorance
wil ftraight way flie to her wonted argu-
mér: What is this newe doftrinezand wheé-
ceis it? Negligence on the other part crieth
malicioufly : We haue bookes ynough:
what nede we yet to be fet to fchole? Thus
Satan with double fubteltic deludeth the
worlde , kc}‘ing his cuer fofaft r}'ed inthe
bandes of blyndelgnorance, thatthey can
nether ftirre hand nor fote ; they are blynde
and can not fe what is good: and thogh it
be offered , yetare they infenfible and can
not fele it . The trueth of Gods worde is to
them mofte odious : but mans dreames and
denils doctrines are in greate eftimarié and
reuerence. Their falle prophets and papifti-
cal priefts haue fo charmed them, that 1-
gnorance is holden for knollage , error for
a il
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truech , fuperitition for religion, difobe~
dicnce for obedience,the Malie for the Lor-
des Supper , Purgatorie for Chrilts blood,

%.Cor.ar.dworkes for faith , Belial for God , and as 8.

Paul faieth, Lfthey bring you into flaueric,
ye endure it:ifthey deuoure you,y e fuffreit:
1f they fpoile you of your goods , ye are con
tent : if they preferre them felues and thruft
you do\mlc,}'c forbeare it: if they fmite you
on the face , yet ye can fufteineic . And thus
the children of Satan had rather rotin their
barbarous ignorance, then by fubmirtting
the (clues to the mercies ofGod,alpire to the
perfedt voder{tanding of his heauenly will
reuciled vnto vs by his worde. But thou the
fonne of God ,Thewe thy duetie and loue
towarde thy merciful Father, endeuour to
knowe hiswil, declare thy affe€tion towar
des his Scriptures, be zealous of his glorie,
reuerence his minifters, and receauechank-
full}-‘ his graces geuen to his Charche by
them . Proue diligently and trie by the tou-
chftone who f-].lt."-'ﬁ((‘ the wordes of God in
pure fimplicitie as in Gods preféce,and who
choppe and change the lame, making mar-
chandife therof to traffique according to
mans plealure . Nether do we defire onel
that you fhulde be perfuaded in this tructfl(
becaule we our felues fo beleue :but we ex-
loh. 4.f hore ?'ou,th:lt asthe Samaritis dyd notone-
Iy beleue in our Saviour Chrift becaufe of*
the womds report which broghe the newes,
bur
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but forafmuche as they them felues heard
him,and knewe cthat Chrift was the Sauviour
of the worlde:lo whé you'{ hal wel examine
thefe chings by the rule of Gods worde, you
wolde not fo much by our report as by your
owne iudgement and knowlage credicthe
truech. Remébring that the wortliy people
of Beroe were comeded by the holy Goft,be
caufe they tryed by Gods worde whether
the minifters preachig agreed with the fame

orna. Scinilhcn by thele examples we are

bonde to feke the wil of God manifefted
vnto vsin his Scriptures , what excufe [hal
we alledge for our pretenfed ignorance:? Be-
holde here thou heareft the Erernal fpea-
king by his minifter, in whofe mouthe he
hath put his worde, and whofe lippes muft
kepc the Lawe id the vndtrﬂ:iding therof, as
wryteth the Prophet Malachie.Beware ther
fore that thou neglet not him that brigeth
the worde 0f00§,bl!t quickely gyuecare ad
obey. For ifthou defireft to knowe thy due
tie to thy Prince, and his charge likewife
ouer thee,read this book and thou (halt wel
vnder(tide both: If thou wilhe for Chriftia
libertic, come and fe how itmay eafcly be
had : Ifthou woldeft loue God aboue man,
here thou fhalt knowe how to obey God ra
ther then mi. Let the Apoftles of Chrift here
bethy fchole maifters, and then the more
thou learneft:the le(Te occafis fhalcthou ha-
ue ta repent, Obedience is ncccﬂ'z_rir: where
F

Afti7.6

Chap.2.a
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God isglorified , but ifGod be dilhonored
thy obedience is abominable in the fight of
God, be it neuer fo beautiful in mans eyes:
Gods worde is our guyde to leade ysinouz
doings : when it commandeth vsto obey
God, we muft difobey man in the contrary:
forno man can ferue two maifters: and
when our heauély maiftec cdmandeth obe-
dience toman, it is cuer ro be vonderftand,
in the Lord. So that obedience to Gods La-
wes by dillobeyig mis wicked lawesis mu
che commendable, but to difobey God for
any duetie to md isall to gerher damnable:
asin thedilcourfe of thisbooke thou [(hale
fully be affeured, if God open thyn eyesto
{e thetrueth, 3d moue thy heart to embrace
ic. The Spirit oFGod.wﬂich is the (chole-
maiftre to leade vs into all trueth, lighten
yourhartes,gyue you myndes to voderftan-
de , and cou rageto execute his holy wil, to
the fetting forth of Chriftes kingdome , the
profficof his Churche and confufion of Sa-
tans power and Antichrifts . Amen. From
Geneua this firft of lanuarie. 3558.

THE




THE PREFACE. ’
S there isnothige tobe
§ copared to true obedié-
ce,in preferuige the co-
. X, mo welth of townes,ci-
/ ‘ﬁ;& "*2 ties,and kingdoms:or 1n
s 2== maynteyningetrue reli-

i6, Chriftia peace & cocorde (for ther- :Ir""”!’"
gy every mais inftruéted how to render '{:T,:‘f;m
vnto God hisdue honour & glorie: & God diebo
to man that, whiche his office requi-nor ¢ alp
reth f Eué o is ther,nothinge morc(La- to man
tefull to God, nether more hurtefull bi office
to ma,then o to be bewitched with Sa- requireth.
tans falfe illufions, that they are not w:[“:g"'
able to put difference betwyxte obe- :’Hi::}?:r
dience & difobedience : but as men p,, differé
without all iudgemét and naturall fen= ¢ berowrene
{e, take thone for thother, beinge in sbedicnce
them {elues playne contrarie,whiche is and dijabe-
the onelie caufe of all diforder and la- dience.
mentable confufion, where with the

whole worlde is bothe this daie,and

hath bene alfo fr6 the beginning , moft
milerably defaced and opprefied. For

when vile man, replenifhed with pri-

de, vayne glorie,and grofle ignorance,

will meafure obedience with the crow-

ked lyne of his owne corrupte indge-
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9 THE PREFACE,

ment, and not with the infallible trueth
of Goddes holie worde , he muft nedes
preferre his owne decrees, phantafies,
and ordinaces, tothe cofortable Lawes
and liuelie preceptes of God his creator,
Thenin place of juftice , he receaneth
iniuftice, for right wronge , for vertue
vice,for lawe will, for loue hatred , for
trueth falfhod, for playne dealing diffi-
mulation , for religion fuperftition, for
true worfhippe deteftable idolatrie :
and to be (horte, for Gad Sathan, for
Chrift Antichrift, and with him fuche
plages of God, and diforder amonge
mé,as are thisdaye fet before oure eyes
to beholde in all places throughout the
vniverfal worlde , and haue bene like-
wife euen from the beginninge. 'When
Adam was placed in paradife, beinge a
creature mofte perfecte,and abundinge
in all wifdome and heauenlie knowled-
ge , and wolde at the perfuafion of his
wif mealure obedience rather by his o=
wnereafon , then by the worde & [en-
tence of Godbefore pronounced : be-
hold,he wasnot onelie fpoyled of wil=
dome & knowledge, becomminge a ve-
rie foole,in comparilen of that, whicll;c
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THE PREFA CEL. It

he wasbefore : butalfo fodaynlie de-
ftitute of all other finguler giites, asof
innocencie,and immortalitie, was con~
fotded at the voyce of the Lord, affha-
médat his owne nakednefle, and fele
the dredfull indignation and curfe of
God,whiche he had procured, not one-
lie to him {elf; but broght the fame alfo
vpon all his pofteritie after him. When All ks
the whole worlde was fo corm!l:tedin dewasinft
their owne wayes in the dayes of faith- [y punifhed

¥ full Nohs,noregarde was at all tothe for Adams

obedience of the liuinge Lorde, nor yet difobediéee
tothe godlie ad monitions of iult Noha:
but euerie man was (o drowned in his
owne luftes , that thefpace of an hun-
dreth & twenty yeares wasnot fufficiét T ;"F‘”‘j“
to moue them to repentance . And ther- :f:{afu
fore could they notefcape the ftrange divestie

and horrible iudgement of God,whiche 4G, dizee

Gen. 68,

Y immediatlie after foldwed mofteiuftlie,

Andalthogh in that wicked generation
abonded all kinde of wickedneile , as

Y well agaynft God asman, in fo muche
| as the earthe then might be compted a
Y verie hell, yet from whence proceaded
§ all this rebellion againft Goddes migh-

tic maieflic, butonelie for that they
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The canfe meafured all thinges after theirowne
of all difo- corrupt reafon,and not by his holie La-
bedience  wesand preceptes? Whiche they had
ismotte  nowreceaued of their forefathers,hear-
meafureow de of Noah, yea, and had them ingraf-

re doinrs

by Godds tednaturally in their hartes. The pro-

worde, - bation wherof might eafilie be deduced
‘Rom.z. fromall ages euen tooure tyme by in-
numerable and euident examples, if it |
were nedefull in fo playne a matter.
we muse For who isfo blynde that maye not {e
sot meafw. how man theweth his rebellion , neuer
reourobe. {0 muche, as whenhe woulde be mofte
dience af- obedient in hisowne fight and iudge-
terourou- ment 3 not meafuringe the fame by
we phante- che ftreght lyne and true toucheftone ,
fies: whiche 1s the Lawe and worde of God,
but {uffringe him felfto be led by his
owne corrupte iudgemét and affe&tids,
This turned the Wildome of the
Gentiles into mere folifhnefle ,inuétin-
ge [hamefull idolatrye for true wor-
{hippsas witneflethe the Apoftle.

This blynded the Teues with hy-
pocrifieand cloked holyneffe, makinge |
the Lawe of the livinge Lorde to geue
place to their inuented traditions by |
man, Out of this {tink inge puddleof |

mans
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mansbrayne haue iflued forthe fo gre- isthe

at diuerfitie of opinions and daunge- puddleof
rous herifies , wherwith the Churche 4fberifies
of God hathe bé at alltymes horriblye “"*“™"*
tormented . Finallie from hence hathe
Antichrifte filled his peftilente cupp of

all fortes of deadlie poy {fon,whereof he

hathe made the whole earthe almoft, the pla-
and her kinges and Princes , not onelie g, ofGod
to drinke : but to be moft vilelie ouer- for masdif
come and dronken. Inwhole defence obedience .
they haue armed them felues againt

the Lorde ad Chrifte his Son: who not- Pfal.a.
withftanding with impudent mouthes

they profefle , where as in verie dede

they perfecute him mofte cruellie in his X
Saincts by all means pofsible , fightin- The tyriss

are Anti-

e,as menin a rage, vnderthe banner “",
ge,a £¢ chrifies tor

of that filthie beaft. And yet thefe men e
in the middle of their furie , without all' 4,4 perse-
obedience &ordre,fubuertinge the La- ¢ Chrift
wes of God and of nature, will be cal-

led notwithftandinge the defenders of

the faithe,;mayntayners of true religio,

autours of peace , teachers ofobedien-

ce,id moft difcrete governoursof com-~

mon weales and policies, Tothe intent

therfore that thefe difguifed perfonnes
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(whiche abufe the whole worlde) may
appeare in their owne liuely fhape,and
Thoeceafion D€ knowenas they are in dede, 1 haue
wherefore thoght it good , hauinge occafion by
thisreats this worthie anfwere of Peter and Io-
fewas  hn, and beinge hereto of diuers godlie
wri and perfons prouoked , fomewhat to wryte
what pf of true obedience: to wit » what God
F ‘;” ™ him felfrequiereth of vs ,and what he
£ commandethe to be genen alfo to men,
wherby ( God willinge) the difguifed
clokes , and craftie pretences of obe-
dience,vied and pracrifed by the vngod
lie wn:‘Td!ings,ﬂmlbc difcouered : who
haue foght alwayes, and yet do fecke
vnder the pleafant name of obedien-
ce,onlie to mayntayne their ambition,
pride and libertie : wherby we fhall le-
arne alfo how in tymes paft we haue
bene thamfullie abufed in yelding to
the willfull wil of man, inobeying his
yngodlie commandements; and fearin-
ge man more then God : and finallie
how it behoueth vstorepent oure for+
mer ignoraunce , and-withdiligence to
redreffe the (ame , hauinge more lighte

and fuller knowledge.
Peter and




161
PETER AND IOHN

ANSWERED VYNTO
thé,and faid : Whether itbe right
inthe fight of God to obey you
ratherthé God,iudge you. A&, 4.

CHAP I
€T o whoms thu anfwrer: was Fewen , and vpon
What occaffon, how luule the malice of the lues
presailed agayn§t the ApoStles , in fekin sgre 40
JSlopp the Gojpell by their crafise ferches and
chafbifynges.

L Otheend wemay have The ires
) more fenfible fealinge flunceof
of all thefe things, let the anfwe
W vsdiligentlie confider ™ waydd.
@] this anfwere of 5. Peter
Z2X-8 Tohn: afwellto who
as vpon what occafion,
After that thefe i Apottles, through
the malice of the Prielts,the Gouerno- Ad.4
ure of the Téple and the Sadduces, we- '
re violentlie throwne into prifon the
night before , for preaching to the
people at Terufalem in the porche of
Salomon, the refurre@ion from death
in the Name of Icfus : and the next
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daye folowige were fet forthe, ad pre-
fented to the whole Senate and Con-
cile of Terufalem,where was affembled
all the chief Rulers and Elders of the
people of tfraell , Annas alfo the hie
Prieft,and Caiaphas,ad Iohn,and Ale-
xandre, men of great re utation, with
others of the kinred Q}Pthe high Bif-
{hopp, to be examined of thé,in whole
nameor power they had cured the la-
me criple (who beinge aboue 4o0ye-
res olde, and lame from his birthe was
daylie broght tothe porche of Salo-
mo to begge his almes)Peter replenif-
fhed with the holie Spirir, afwered wi-

the great boldnefle, that they wroght
that miracle inthe Nameand power
of Tefus Chrift the true Nazarit, Wh-
ome the Teues had crucified , and God
had rayfed from the death: info mu-
che as the mouthes of the whole Con-
cile were IILTptd & had nothinge to
1

faye :igainﬂf em,but as men aftunnif-
{hed wondred at the conftant bol-
denefle of Peterand Iohnin theiran~
(were. Then( faitheS. Luke )didthe
w hole Concile, that is , all thefe fore-

named Magiftrates by common con-
fent
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fent ftraytelie charge the Apoftels
Peter and Iohn , hereafter not fo 17¢ e
muche as once to fpeake to anie man, .E’ﬁ';" ;'
muche lefle to preache in the Name of :mﬁ;t i

g : pofiles
le(us. thinking by this means to ftoppe ,5: 4,
the courfe of the Gofpell, ad hinder tEc preach
glorie of Chrift, who they before had Chrife,
crucified asamalefaétor and blafphe-
mer of Gods Name . And althoghe
they were deftitute of all reafon and
Scripture to anfwere the Apoftels, who
had all redie cofounded the: yet throu=
ghe auctoritie and ponifhméte,whiche
they threatned, they thoght crafielie
to put the Apoftles to filence ,and foat
length to obtayne the vi€torie . Aswe
fee this daye the Papiftes their fucce(= .z,
fors, exprefle enimies of the Gofpel, id Pl:ﬁfr:;_
fworne foldiars of Antichrifte, euery eadibe
where pradtife , who beinge ouercome Iewesin
with the manifeft Scriptures, and their malice &
blafphemous mouthes ftopped withthe perjéusiss
lrutﬁc of Gods worde, fight notwith-
ftanding maliciouflie agaynft Chrifte _ |
withpower,au&oritie,threatnyngs,hor Papifts
rible ponifhmentes , and cruell mur- " the ge
ther,refemblinge that old ferpét, who- :;-';?m

i perss

fe broude they are , whiche was amur- j,.5.




13 HOwW TO OBEY

therer from the begyninge.

But when the whole affembly had
craftelie cofulted, and wrought all that
they coulde agaynftthe faithfull ferua-
tes of God:they were neuer the lefle dif

The G- apoynted of their porpofe . For the glo
pellincrea o of Chrifte more brightelie hyned
feth wrhen 2 =) »
it is perfe - and the truthe ofhis Gofpell was better
euted. knowendd farther publifhed, and their
falfhod and raginge madnefle more ef-
pied, and abhorred ofthe godlie. For
what extreame madnefle was thisto fet
them felues agaynft God, foto trufte in
their owne power as thoughe they were
able to refyfte and ouercome the power
of the all mightie,whiche is the Gofpell
of oure Sautour Iefus Chrifte ( as wit-
nefle the the Apoftie ) To thinke that
the threatnings of mé,fhulde more pre-
vayle with the Apoftels of Chrilte,
thenthe threatnings of God ad his hor-
rible iudgementes apoynted for the di-
Wemuit fobediétzCoulde not the Iewes diftroye
vatherfe- o pifte and his do@rine,whiles he was
are Goddes : :
sudgemits mortall and lived am ongeft them in
thes mans the flefhe , to whom they did almofte
threatnyn- what they lift , an yet would after
£ thiﬂkc

Rom.1.

p—
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thinke to bringe it to paffe, when he
was rifen agayne by his mightie pow-
er, and made immortalkYfthey coulde
not keape himin the graue for al their
diligent watche,when he was dead and
buried:thinke they it poflible to pluke
him downe from heaué,from the right-
hande of his father,where he fitteth and
reigneth in euerlaftige gloriet Oh vay-
ne and foolifhe men : he hathe ouerco-
me al readie the whole world , and caft
forthe of it the Chief Prince & Ruler
Satan, who is no moreable to preuay-
le agaynit his truthe and feruauntes. A~ Chrifee id
re you more fubtile or ftronger then Sa bis word
tan , who is your lorde and maifter fo are inuin-
longe asyou fight agaynft Chrifte the fible.
Sonne of God? Coulde not fo mightie a
Princewith ftande his power,and you
leawde fouldiars ofhis), wil thike to op
taynethe victorie?! Deathe, whiche no
man can efcape , coulde not holde
him, neither the power of hell prevay-
le agaynithim: and yet would you ha-
ve him at your commandement , mo-
fte maliciouflie and traitrouflie figh-
fightinge again{t his hénort,) who foght

. A
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by all means, and yet doth , todo you
good and faue yout Buté milerable
and vile wretches , double is your con-~
demnation in the fight of God, which
not contented to forlake Chrifte your
felues , do fo malicioufly with your
threatenings labour to fruftrate others
of his mofte confortable graces. Full
wel doth our Sauiour Chrift paynt for-
thyour raginge enuie, fainge , Wo be
to you Scribes , Pharifies , and hypo-
crites,becaufe you fhutt the kingdome
of heauen before men,not entering yo-
ur felues, neither wil you fuffer fuch as
come;to enter.

(o =0 =™

CHAT. 1L

o How the Pdpiﬁr}x” Churdre and Conciles

cannot but erre, and how they bernge comparr&
tothe Lewres,are mo Leffe deniers and blafphemers

of Chrift, thenthe Lewer.
n 2o sgmenn Wil not here rehearle
Greatoces @ od (Lo 3 whatiufte occafis of re-
Jions of re- }% “Eﬁ T, pentance was offered to
pentance )il KPE 5 this whole affemblieof
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o , Godl s the Tewes (if their har-
i - tes had not bene harde-

ned) aswel by the playne and fenflible
dodtrine
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doétrine taught by the Apoftels , whi-
che they coulde not improue with all
their learninge: as by the mightie po-
were of God declared in fo manie and 3
wonderful miracles wroght by themin ‘?;’ ;’f,r"
the name of Chrifte to cofirme his Gof- ﬂ;d dﬁ;’g

el and refurre@ion,whiches the Iewes Gpg{?
notwithftading ftubbernly did reiecte:
Nether yet wil I fpeake of theftrange
defe&ion and notable falling awaie
from God amongeft them in Ierufalem,
whiche at that tyme (inthe iudgement Rom 3,
of mi)appeared to be the onelie Chur- and 9.
cheof God , to whom aﬁpartayned the Thelewe-
promifes; who of al other nations had/ ";:""}”
the Lawe, and Prophetes to infiruéte "
them, who onelic profeffed the true and
euerliuinge God : and yet amongeft
them all that were affembled , wasnot
fo muche as one man to ftande vpon
Chriftes parte with the Apoftels,but c&
fented and agreed with one accorde,
that inthe Name of Chrifte they {hulde

reache no more to the people . Onelie
this I'woulde put you in remembrance
of , before we proceade anie further,
how vayneand vncertayne the doctri-
neof the blalphemous Papiftes is , whi-

b iii,
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che is grounded vpon no other founda-

The papi- tion, then vpon the an@oritie of their
Jles dburehe. Churche , their Councils » and decrees
“7e?. of men. And here in dare I make the pa
piftes them felues iudges,whether their
:”" lew - Churche be of more auétoritie or anti-
" quite, then was the Churche of the Te-

wes whiche was the firft of all;3d an&o-

rifed by God immediatlie : Or whither

their Concils at the appoyntment of

the Romifhe Antichrifte,were more or-

derlie called and affembled , then was

this Concil holden ac Terufalem by the
appoyntmétofthe Chief prieft and Bif

hopp?  As fortheir Churche, the Ie-
weshad the manifefte worde and pro-

mefle of God: yea, therewas no other
Churche, then vifible vpon the earthe,

befides that whiche the Apoftels then

began to buylde vpon the true coner-

ftone Iefus Chrifte: where as the pa-

piftes haue not fo muche as one worde

or promefle to proue thatthey are (as

they impudentlie bragge ) the Chuy -

che of God , but manie rather mofte
playnlie prouinge them to be the veris
Synagoge of Satan, and liuclic mem-

bers

[ -0 %
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bers of Antichrifte. Yfthen this, whi-
che feemed the true Churche of God,
ad au&orifed by him, (o fhamcfullie er-
red: maruel it is that the papifticall Sy-
nagoge and members of Satan {huld be
founde eftablifhers of the veritie;whic h
alwayes fince they haue bene ray fed
vo from hell, haue foght nothing but
the vtter fubuerfion theroft Nether can
they defende them felues by anie aulto
ritie to aflemble, or by anie learninge,
or outwarde (hewe of holynefle : fe1g 10 11, foruy
none of thefe poyntes they may be cOm wiich ca-
pared to this allemble,wher of S. Luke zse out of
maketh métion. Eor here was the highe the borra-
Priefte Annas , herewas Caiaphas, here Les pete
were the temporal Magiftrates, the gou
erners of the Temple ;the Seniors of
Terufalem, the learned Scribes,and Pha
rifies . And what coulde anie man wilhe
fore in the iudgment of man , that the-
re was not , to make a lawfull Con-
cil2 And yet thou feeftthe counclufion
wasagaynftthe Lorde ad his anoynted
Séne.wilt thou then hope for anie bet-
ter at the papiltes affembles and Con-
cils , who in perfecuting Chrifte conti-
: b, iiil.
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nuallie, and his holie worde, fhewe
them felues open enemies to bothe?
Doelt thou here beholde the Iewes,whi
che profefled the true livinge God,
without all apifhe maumetrie and I-
dolls, forbiddenin their Lawe : neuer-
theleffe maliciouflic to confulte agayn-
fte their true Mefsias : and will not yet
ceafe to credic the papiftes , fayng,
That their Churchesand Concils can
not erre, where as they difhonor the li-
uinge Lorde, hauing their Temples re-
plenifhed with all kinde of idolatrie:
yea, when their owne confciencesdo
condemne them , that chere was never

the like impietie committed in all Ifra-
el, astheir filthie Concilshaue taught
and commended?  But thou wilt fay
Eerchauncc » that thereisno céparifon

etwixt the Ic‘w'es,ﬁlaynelie denying

Chrift,and the papiftes whiche do con-
fefle him : and therupon wilt conclude,
that the papiftical Concils may notfo
eafilie erre,as thofe whiche were holdé
of the Tewesat Terufalem, againfte the
Apoftels and their do&rine.As concer=
ninge their Concils,I may not anfwere

now
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now: for that were an infinite worke to
repeate all their abfurdities.Yfany ma
wolde but once reade them ouer, he
fholde nede no other perfuafion to ab-
horre them, and to cofefle thismy fay-
ing moft true in all the Concils holden ol
by the Romiflhe Antichrifte.But to c6- 17 Papé=
pare them with the Tewes in denying J;::Euf-
of Chrifte,thou fhalt proue them more phemous
blafphemous. For the Tewes after a for- i, the
te did cofefle theirChrift and Mefsiasin [ewes.
wayting for him dayly to delyuer them,
and faue them from the miferie wherin
they were, and now are,ad from al their
enimies accordinge as God promifed:
but when they wolde not acknolledge
him , whom their fathers did perfecute
and crucifie, and whom the Apoftels
taught to be rifen and alcended , they
playnlie denied Chrifte . They beleued
thathe fhulde be their Captayne and
delyuerer,burafter an other forte, then
by his deathe and pafsion:andto an o-
ther ende , then to fuffer inthis worlde
the fhame of the Croffe.

Euenfo do the papiftes confefle
Chrifte , butin efteéte withe the Iewes

o
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The papi- deny him. They confefle Chriftewhi-
Jtes cofifle che is come in the flefhe , borne of the
Chrift.but yirgin Marie , crucified forthe fynnes
T 'ﬂj‘_" of the worlde,&¢c, Whiche allhither-
By s ynto iswel,and agreethe with vs.  But
foras muche as they are not withhim
contented, but wil haue an other Chri-

fte befides him : they are manifeft de-

niers of Chrifte. For(as writethe the A-

poftel) There is but one God, one Me-

diator betwixt God and man , the man

Tefus Chrifte, whiche gaue him felfe to

be the redemption forall . Now when

the papiftes beleue not onlie in this

The papi- Chrifte and Sauiour,which camein the

Jees aofefle flefhe,and was borne of the virgine,but
f”"ﬂf to alfo inthat Chrifte,whom they imagi-
¢ here in peto come sand to be in the worlde in

the world 1o forme of bread , and borne aboute
in the for-

with the handes of man, not able to go
:r:ge:{f;j him felfe: when they beleue not oneﬁc
not able to vpon Chrifte crucified , and hanged v-
do anye  pon the Croffe , butin the coniured I~
thinge.  doll, hanging by a corde ouer the al-

ter: not onlie in Chrifte glorified vpon,

the right hande of the father , who li-
wethe and reignethe for cuer, but in
their
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their rownde cake , which (they fay ) is

confecrated , whenwith out fenfe and

feeling it lieth clofed in their box, The boxy

fubicge to mowleinge ,'wormes , and w1y,

corruption , referued & kept to be :’“””-":*P

wor{hipped astheir God,, butto their :::JE:;

condemnation for euer. More ouer ,,...,.4

when they haue other aduocates then Christe.

Chrifte , other facrifices for fynne ; 0~

ther merites and means of faluation it

helpethe them no moreto proue that

they are Chriftians, thus impudentlic

denying him and his office, then it hel-

peththe Iewes , in faying they beleue

in the true Mefsias to come , which s

all readie come, and reueled to the

world. Ye fo muche the moreistheir

condemnation, for that vnderthe Na- (Pes wnder
. the name

me of Chrifte , whom they darenotde- ¢z ig;

ny,they worke preuie trea {onagaynfte ., U orkce

him,to fubuerte the truethe of his Gof- 4r4fon

pel , and whole fruite of his deathand agayni?

pafsion : which is our redemption Chrif.

from death, and hope of euerlafting

life , purchafed by that perfeéte obla-

tion, which was offred once forall,asa Hebr-10.

fufficient facrifice for the (ynnes of the ¥-1ob-2+

The papi=
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the whole worlde.

CHAP, IIL

§ What inconuenience had comme to the Churche
of God,ifthe Apoftels had obsyed the commande
ment of the Concilyand what extlls hawe com-
men lately ypon Eng land through the prea-
ching of wnlave ful obedséce and yeldinge tavn -
Zodly Rulers.

Et vs leaue the vngodlie
J% papiites with therr wi-
A== (ked decreesand Con-

N
: el .
The infi- B S cils,asmé that pafle the
it [laugh YRR lewes in all maner of

ger of

m

= wilful ftubberneffe and

~ cruel perfecution of the trueth,, as the
horrible flaghter of thoufandes of
martyrs , which with in thefe few yeres
~'in Englande alone do witnefle: and re-
turne to the Apoltels , Peterand Iohn,
to examinewhat anfwere they framed
to thefe men of autoritie, and Rulers,
athered to gether of all {ortes , asyou
Eaue harde, aswel of the Cleargie as of
the Laitie, of fuche as thé had the onlie
gouernement of Terufalem vnder the
Romayns,to whom they were thentri-
butaries,
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butaries , which charge and threatning
of the whole Concil, done with fo gre-
at aduifement and confltation , oght
not lightlie to be eftemed , efpeciallic,
of the feruantes of God, and their fub-
jefts,as the Apoftels thenwere. They
were charged and threatned to preache
nomore in the Name of Chrifte cruci-
fied . An heauy commandement dout-
leffe to Peter and Iohn, efpeciallie ifit
might haue taken place: feing it wasall
together contrarie to their vocation
and charge geuen vnto them by their
maifter Chrift , to preache his Gofpell
throughout allthe worlde ,and to be-
gyn at Terufalem , forwhich caufe they
were called and chofen from amongeft
all others, and had bene of longe tyme
inftru@ed of their maifter Chrift in the
knowledge ofall hisholie Scriptures,
ad replenifhed with wonderful giftes of
the holie Gofte , to cure all defeafes, to
caft out diuels, to drinke poyfon,totre-
ad vpon ferpentes,and to diftribute the
holye Spirit,and all thofe to be asit we-
re feales and cofirmatios of theirdo&t-
rine, whiche all had bene to no porpofey
yf thiscommandement and threatninge

Wemuft
not yelds
in Gods
canfe,
when man
threat-
neth.
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of the Magiftrats fhuld haue beneo-

Relmting beyed , & the Apoltelsyelded to their

D_f‘-’?‘ mi- au&oritie. Then the foundation of the

mifters mo- Churche fhuld haue ben fhaken,and

fle dange = ¢h o whole affemble difcouraged : for

oy the two Chief Captaynsgyuinge ouer,
whodurfte haue prefumed further?

And truelie, if the Apoftelsat that

tyme had beneno further inftrutted,

thenthe mofte parte of men are in the-

fe our dayes,and elpeciallie haue bene,

and yet be in our miferable countrie

of Englande : they would haue bene in

Erear perplexitie,, and fore afrayde to

aue made this, or the like anfwere

we maye fayng : Iudge youwhitherit be lawful

ﬁﬁ{?ﬁf"* before Godto obeye you, rather then

x:,:;i of God. Forthe molte parte of men,yea

the Apoftels A0d of thofe whiche haue bene both

aproued by learned and godlie, and haue geven

the holy  worthie teftymonie of their profefsion

Gost.  tothe glorie of God: haue thoght and

taught ( by the permifsion of God for

our{ynnes)that it was not lawful in anie

caletorefitand di ﬁ]beye the fuperior

powers: but rather to laye downe their

heades, and fubmitte them feluesto all

kindes of punifhmentes and tyranr[i)'rc,

thin-

A J.-mgb
rous doc-
srizie.
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thinkinge them felues {ufficientlie dil-

charged before God of their vocation

and duetie, hauing onlie the comman-

dement of the fuperiour power to the

contrarie, were it neuer fo vngodlie ad

clede againfle all natural reafon: wher-

by manye hauinge commandement to 1-Cor.3

preache no more Iefus chrift to the peo Man can
le, without anietrouble of confcience ™ d’{?’"

Eaue keapt filence,and thought thé fél- & %" »

ues fufficientlie difcharged:nether ¢6- ¢/

fidering that they were made ftewards g derh..
of Godes holye myfteries , and that
not at the appointment of man,or for
them felues,but by the ordinace of our

Saniour Chrift Tefussand to be faithful
diftributers to others.Nether yet mar-

kinge this prefént anfwere of Peter

and Iohn, whom they might fafely

haue folowed with better aflurance:

who in fuche cafe,haue lefte this leflfon Falfe bre-
for all men , rather to obaye God then themn
ma. Others,hearinge the Name of God r"!’“'r’
blafphemed by the falfe doérine of ;f:;gﬂ
the wicked and ﬂmueling prieftes,dur- ...
fte not once open their mouthes to iy yeldins
fpeak one worde intheir maifters be- to the pJ:

halff and his infallible tructhe:but ftopt pists.
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theyr mouthesasdéme dogges,ad dur-
fte not barke againt the rauenige wolff
when they knew and faw him coming.
Many notminding to abiecte them fel-
uesto aniedaunger , regardinge more
their owne fafetie,thenthe preferuatid
nomimi- of their flocke, wolde not abide the
Jieroght to wilde beafte commyng, but mofte {ha~
fiieand for mefullie fledde before the daunger ca~
Jike bisfo me , fhewing them felues playne hire-
eke,expt [inas and no true paftores:leauinge the
bebe perfe 15 {hepe of God to be deuoured, and

I.'iiffd L

Iy iendést thatbecaufe they had entred intothe
bis flocke. folde beforeto feede of the flocke,, to
cate the flelbe , and deuoure the people

Pfal.14. of God as bread,ratherthen to do their
dueties.

. Butallthefeand fuche like are here
Theywhi condemned and conuited of cuel,
hpleafe which fearing man more then God, ga-
:Z‘::!;::, ne eare and obedience toman, rather
ebey God. thentoGod. Wherof, befides the iu-

ftefhame thatcame vponthem felugs,
and the difpleafure of God powred ge-
nerally vpon all(for asmucﬁe asweall
were betrayers of our maifter, thoghe
wot all a like )iuft occafion of offence
and of like difobediéce to God,was mi-

niftred
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niftred to all forts of men , of what vo-
cation fo euer they were.For when they
fawe theteachers and leadersof others ::

to {et vp obedience of man rather Pr'r:u:':m
then of God , and the {ame confirmed onely whe
by their owne example : thofe whiche ‘chey bring
knewe po other ythoght it their parte Gous wor
to do the like alfo in their vocation de.

and office.  And fuche as were play-

neenimies to God,the wicked papiftes The papi-

Ifaugfu

or diffolute perfons,laughed in their iwtheir L
fleues : feing bothethem and their wi- W.fo;
cked proceadings therby promoted ¢hey fee

and furthered. = Where asto défend their wi-
N their kyngdome of darckenes,ambitié cked pro-

Y and idle belies,there is no kyng fo go- ¢cadmges
dly ,no contrey fo peaceable , nor no f""’"“"‘
8 kyngdome foftronge , which through ﬁf;’:"w
} their deuilifhe entreprifes and wicked a"i:a::‘-
per(uafions,they haue not ftudyed vt- :
terly to fubuert and deltroy.Asthe ex-
Y ample ofthat defperat Moncke, who to
| poifon king Iohn,wittingly and willi«
| ngly poyfoned him felf. O malicious
N denil.Likewife rhtoration_ofthatmoi
| fte traiterous and peftilent Cardina :
Y Pole, dothyet wireul;: to all the papifts :‘f’"‘:
Y (hame and confufion : wherin hegoeth ~ '
<

A moneks
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about to perfwade the wicked Emperour
rather to tourne his power ad armié a~
gaift Kynge Héry the eight ad Englad,
this doggs owne correy, thé againitthe

infidels, Turckes,and Sarracenes; bIAT-

hemouflic termig the worde ofGod ad
Gofpel of [aluation to be the Turckefh
fcde. © impudét mouth:6 blafphemous
bealt,w hiru]h {aifltin chi heart,Theris no
God.And yet to all your fhame 3d vtter
deftrutis of your cotrie, you haue re-
ceaued him as a God , whome béfore in
your lawful kyn gs dayes,you molte iu-
ftely condemned as a traitour and very
fonne of Antichrift, The Counfellers,
whofe office is to brydle'the affétios of
their Princes ad Gouuernours, in geuig
fuch counf¢le as might promote the glo
rie of God, ad the welthe of their cotrie

by :h_‘lslpcrruaﬁ'on of obediéce,have hi- |
ought, and yet apearinglie do,. |

therto,
how toaccoplifhe and fatisfie the vn-
godly luftesof their vngodlie id vhlgw
ful Gouernefle,wicked Iefabel:who for
our {ynnes, contrarie to nature and the
manyfeflte worde of God, is fuffred to
raigne ouer ys in Goddes furie, ad haue
therby mofte wickedlie betrayed Chiri-

fe,their countrie,and thé felues (fomw |
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cheasliethin thé ) to become flauesto
altrange and foren nation, the prowde
Spaniards. The Noblesalfo;which(tho
ch vaworthilie wil be fo called) hea-
ring no other preaching,but that they Te obey 7
mutt obeye their Prince,neither know- £00d, bue
ing who,wherin, nor howfarre, haue in “’;’“"_"r,
like maner, as mendifguifed vpon a fta ,‘::\:i:”"'d
ge;turned their nobilite to open fhame ta, ng::;
amongeft all nations , whiche now bex be cifidered
holdetheir follie,and wéder ther at: fe-
inge they are made inftrumétes of im-
pietie, and deftroyers of their natiue
countrie,which firfte were ordayned in;
Realmes to ftande indefence of trewe
religion , lawes, and welth of their na-
tion,and to be a thylde(to their power),
agaynit their enimies in tynie of warre,;
and a brydel at home to their Princesin
tyme oﬁucacc:neither to fuffer them in
this forte to rage agaynft God, and vt-
terlie to conteme the holfome lawes of
the Realme,to fatisfie their flthic lufte
and vayne glorie, nor fo cruelie to mur
ther,and agaynft nature to deuoure the
people of God , their fubiecs swhom
they are charged by their office to fuc-
coure and defende,and haue therfore a

¢ o5,
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feareful compt to make for donige the
contrarie,
The inft The Huftices likewife in Townes
ceserother and Cities,as Maieres;Shry s, Baylyf-
wderoffi- s Conftables, Iealers and all fuche
e inferior officers,folowing the fame ex«
fample of vhnl awful obeditn?}c, whofe
office and chargeitis tominifter joftice.
;:ﬁ;:’f whithout refpe&e of perfos,to defende:
Zenerat, thefymple andinnocét, and to punifhe
g alltranfgreflors and malefictors, blaf-,
hemours of Goddes holie Name, vio-
fcnt oppreflers of innocentes, asbe the
bloudthurftie papiftes : are nowe be-,
come minifters oFiniuftice, and tyran-
ny , rhade tormentours of their owne:
naturall Countrye men, moft blouddie:
butchers of their brethren , and merci-
1effe murtherers of the childré of God:
and that in fuche cruel forte , as never
was heardeof before fincethe deathe
of Chrifte,where anie profefsion of his
Name hatlie bene, Info muche that
they are made a fpe@acle and gafinge-
{fock toall countries and natjons, a~ |
mongeft whom is anic feare of Godor
ciuile policie, whiche woulde not hane
Beleued it to be pofsible, if their cares
j and
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and eyes were not thisday fufficient
wittnefles . For to ynder{tand thatche

apiltes were cruell butchers and vn-
fatiable bloudfuckers; had bene no The papi-
newes at all, they haue benefuch from fles nasa~
the beginninge . ‘But when they bothe rallythurf
heare and fee thofe that profefle the for blowd.
Gofpel ,and woulde’be counted Chri- B
ftes Thepe , turned for feare of difplea- 7 s G/~
fure, orlofinge of their officeintothe fj_ /" ..
nature of bloudthurftie woulues;to ex- papifies.
ecute agaynft God and their confcien-
¢¢, the vyngodlie commandements of
the papiftes: tobe at commandement,
not onlie to their valawful Quene, but
alfoto euery fhauen Sir Tohn , to im=
brue their handes withthem in inno-
centbloude : this makethe all mento
wonder and be aftonilhed.

To conclude ; the refidue of the co- 1, ctimon
mon people,feing their fuperiours ofall p.gple,
defirees ad eftates, by whom they fhul-
debe gouerned with godlie lawes yand
to whom they ought obediencein the
feare of God onelie, thus conardly ro
forfake theirobedience to God,and vt-
terlie contemne the office wherwithhe
had charged them, to fatisficthe vnlaw
€ Ml
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ful commandements of their wilful Go.
uernefle:thinke it in no cafe their parte
to deny to her like obedience:bur with
bodigsand goodes, at home ad abrode, |
Menthet, 10 fulfill and mayntayne her will idty~ §
o againft ranny , not withﬁandingc their owne |
their ‘“”;{ confcience doth condemne thé,and the |
fé::;:a" worde of God dothe playnelie teftific,
worde.  thatitiseuell and vngodlie which they
are commanded to do. Being deceaued
by miflunderftanding this place of Pau-
le and fuch like:It behoueth euery fou-

38
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Rem-13 - le to be fubiecte to {uperior powers, U'
becaufe there is no power but of God,
For the powers that are , be ordinances | |

of God: ad therfore he that refifteth the ;
powen,refifteth the ordinaunce of God. |
But how litlethis and other likeob- |
iecti6s make for their purpofe,we fhall
God willinge voderftande,after that we |
haue betterexamined this prefentanf- |8
were of Peterand Tohn:who are notco |
trarie to Paul,nor Paul to them,rjghtly 1'
colidered.For thoghe this anfwere was |
made of Peter ad Iohn in their owne cau |}
{e to the Magieftrates ad Rulers of Ieru
falem:yet isit no lefle generall then the
faynge ofiS.Paule:and partaynethto al
- conditions
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conditions of men,aswel Magieftrates
and Rulefs,as inferior perfons and;{ub-
jeCtest teaching them bothe theirof-

fice mofte ri g]‘.tiie',thconc,\a'hat foicom

mande , and ' how to rule: theother,

“whom to obeye;and wherintobe fub-

iete; as it theirplaces folowinge (hall
euidentlie appeare. -

CHAP. ITTI

The truethy of this anfwere w26 fo [infible that the
verie aduerfaries coulde not withfland it
IR TR Nd firfte to retune to
A\l 7€) the an{were, we may be
s, affured thatitis certay
' 1#5 peddan vndouted true
% \—: the, that inall things,
A S and of all men, ddinall
places; Godis to be obeyed before mé.
Infomuche as the Apoltels werenot
afrayed to comite the indgement ther-
of ynto theirextreame enemies: whom
they knewe right well, would hauve ge-
uen contrarie {entence , if their anlwe-
rehadnot bene withe ont all contro-
uerfie. Asthoghechey would hdue fa-
yved . |isAfter that we haue bene
P €. L,

The enemi
es ofGod ¢
not denye
this an [ -
were to ba
trewe.
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.charged with this office to preache te

.all people and nations, 4d that by God

- him felffe,to whom all posers are {ub-

iebte, and all men are bownd toobeye,

whafe iudgementes-none can cﬁ:apc,
andwhole wrathe no flefheis able ro

Pal1o4 abyde : whiche with the breathe ofhis
T mouthe,moueth the heauens , and mas
kethe the mightie mountaynesto fha-

ke and tremble , and dryucth all pow-:

ers(be they neuerfo ftronge)toduft id

powder . We are contéted tomake you

tudges, which charge vs tothe contra=
rie:whither this dreadful God may ap-

proue our doings in obeyége you beig

men,and his creatures, yea earthe, ve~

rie duft and aflhes in comparifon of his
Maieftie! Whither man,of what au@o-

ritie fo euer he be ; isableto difcharge

vsin the prefence of oure God, if%u

holding our peace at your commande~

Preachers WeNt; we tranfgrefle the exprefle com-
mufl prea. ‘Mandemeétof God?That is,not toprea=
ch Chrifte che Tefus Chrift crucified : who hathe
fnfegon  cholévsto the fme éd,indued vs with
andout of kmwledge,rcucalcd voro vshis {ecret
[eafon. counftls, the myfterie of our redem-

ption, and armed vs with all giftes
of
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of the holie Goft , neceflarie for the
accomplifhement of fo ‘waightie an
entreprife’. We nede not herein to
vie many wordes or reafons : nor to
defieranie arbiters to'définie this mat-
ter 2 be you your felues iudges . Which
kinde of fpeakingsmen commonlie vfe,
when the mawteris:evident and out of
dotibte ; knowento all men , be they of
never fo ﬂcndc-riudgement, and nede
no furtherrealons,or Scripturesto pro-
ueies The like'kinde of reafoninge,the
Apoftleviech aiaynﬂ theCorinthians: ™
who permitted their weméto praye ba-
reheaded inthe Congregation , which
he condemned asanvndecent cuftome,
not becommyng the Sayn&s of God.
For amongeft other realons, he likewi-
fe makethe them felues iudges in the
mateer, fiyeng:tudge ye amonge your
felues, whitherit be cumlie fora woma

' to-praye barelieaded in the Congrega-

tion.Cécludinge, that verie nature do-
theteache the contrarye. Inlike maner
this anfwere is fojtrue and fenfible (that

| rather Godistobe obeyed then man)

thatchereci be nonefo malitious er ig
norante ; whom verie nature will not

I-Cor .
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compel to confelleit, ifhe had no fur- |

ther knowledge.Nether had thefe men,

for all their great a doo, lage confulta-

cion, hie learninge and wildome (defie~

rous alfo to take occafion agayn{t the
Apoltels)anie thinge to faye forthe ¢6-

trary.. But as Gods encmies areaccu-

" ftomed y when their mouthes are ftopt,

2 either with raylinges;; or threatnings,

They [buld 12 exprefle theirrage: fo did they with

0t fo hawe Pgter& Tohmi;dimitting them ac che Jaft |
efcaped if With bitter wordes and menacess and |

theyhad  they ' departed notwithftandinge from
bene befor the Congile, by the means-of thisanfwe

- ";,‘;“ rescongquerours,

OHRelOTS

Phariffes C H A P V. !

and Hypo € To'obeye man in anie thinge agaynfl God, V-

eritsof dawfull ind playne difobedience.
Englande. ‘=08

e T

reaflured of the trueth

what {tM 3d certaritic oftheiran( |8
things are ! were; wherof none; can
tobe 7 inftlie dotite let vsdo-

tonfidered. JIASEFSeI meohat further confi- |

derhatfhinges are pricipallie herein
conteyned. Firlt we mayc hereof iuftlic

conclude , that to obeye man in anie |

thinge contrary to. Gods-of h.is. precepts
thoghe he be inhieft au&oritie , or ne-

Owforasmucheaswe 2 |8

“ﬂ

Ry P ma ogm % ek MOAE N, R
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fur- uer fo orderly called there vnto(as the-

nen, fe men , wherof Luke fpeaketh, were)is

alea- no obedience ar all;but difobedience.

efie- Secondlie ;s thatit is not a fufficient

- the difcharge for vs before God, whé we de

= O~ nye to accoplyfhe their vnlawful dema

ccu- des and threatnings , except we do the

Fopt, ctrarie euery man in his vocationand

ings, M office , as occafion is offred ; and as his

with owerwill ferue. Whiche thiges playn-

¢laft B fic voder{tade , asthey {hal gevea clere

and B light in this controuerfie: ﬁ)-do 1 not

from doute by this prefent anfiwere and falte

nfwe of Peterand Iohn, to proue mofte mani
feftlie , thatalthoghe we were deftitute
of other examples,yet this might appea

#vn- B refufficient.. Astouchinge the firite, b

| thatthereisno.obedience agaynit God S ":5:2 .

swea i whichisnot.playne difobedience :thc‘:;of:d’-ﬁ

rueth Apoftlesfay;Iudge youwhitheritbe ri p, dence,

ir anl ghtoriuft in Godds fightto obeye you

e;can | ratherthéGod:whichisas muche asthei

r5d0- would faye ; It is not iufte nor lawful.

onfi- Thé ifit be not lawful and iuftin God-

erein desfight,who iudgeth things truelie 3d

uftlie as thei be in dede, it muft nedes folowe

 -anie that allmaner of obediéce agaynft God

Cepts id his worde,is playne difobediéce,and

oI ne-
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the workers therof likewifle condems

. ned asrebells, Why{Bycaufe it isvniuft

and valawfull before God: And all true
obedience is laweful, which muft not be
meafured by the will of md , but by the

iufte Lawesand ordinances of the livin

what God 8¢ Lorde.  So that after God hiathe
once wil- Once pronounced anie thinge that he
Lith n bis would haue done , either inhis Laweor
Law to be otherwile : there isno manthat may or
donzor et can di I'pencc therwith,{eeme'it of Heuer
to be dons @y Jigle ' importance in the iudgement
that j;.f”" of men. - He that commandeth the
”::: w_i- contrarie; is arebell: and hethatobey-
1:;, be iene. €thlikewife, Neither doche this apper~
werfo fimal t¥yne to the Apoftles and minifterson=
in the fight lie in their office, butisa generall argu
efman, ment forall fortes, eftates, and degrees
of men: forasmuche asGod hathe like
auoritie of all ; and all owe wnto him

firft and ‘principall obedience : andfe-

condly vato men for him,and in himon

lie: except they wil be enimiesto God,

and deny him to be their Lorde. For fo

muche it is in effe&e, when we preferre

men'to God , obedience to'man, before
theohedi ncetoGod , Ttisnot the au-

&Goricie of the Primce;or the feare of his

punilh-
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punifhtét,that ci excufe in his prefen-
ce:who cdmideth his people generalie,
high and lowe, riche and poore,man ad
woma,to heare his voyce,and to obfer-
ue his ftatutes. Nether to declyne vpori
the right hand, nor vpon the lefte': ne=
ther to adde anie thinge therto, ortota
ke anie thinge from it : but to dothat
onlie,whiche the lininge Lorde commai
deth.And if we be the (hepe of the Lor-
des foulde,itis not.fufficiét forvstohea
re the voyce of our paftor, id to folowe
him, except we al(o deny to heare, mu-
che more to folowe anie other : thatis,
which calleth not with the voyce of |
the true paftor, And as there oughtto
be no creature of like auctoritie amon-

eft vs, as our foveraygne Lorde and
God , whafe creatures we be, andthe
workemanfhip of his owne hides : euen
{o, there is none like to him in dignitie,
ormay be cépared to him in power, né
ne like to him in riches, or fo ableto
vewarde his fubieétes , beinge Lorde of
heaué and earthe, di{pofer of all things
prefent and to come: diftributer not
onlie of all corporall and earthilie blef.
fingsto thofe that feareand ferue him:
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bnt alfo powreth vpon themall fpiri-

. tuall and heaucnlie graces in great a-
boundance, Moreouer,as by his auttori
!ic,Yower,dignitic » riches and liberali-
tie,he maye ofright demande of vs obe
dience: fo mult we perfuade our felues

innot rédring the lJ;:me to him willing-

lie, that none ca deliver vs from his hor

rible punifhementes and deltrudtion,

St whiche he threatneth vpon all fuch as
g 'E.fllfully trangrefle his holie preceptes,
o coman ad declyne from his Lawes, Nether wil
dement  heregardeby what means,or by whofe
fhallexcufe cOmandement we trar:lfl'greff e his lawes.
wsinthe  Forthat can be no excule for vs, thoghe
deyeof ~ he be Kinge, Quene,or Emperour that
wengeanée- commandeth or threatneth vs . For
what is kinge , Quene, or Emperour

Ef#.2. compared to God! [sthe punifhement
of earthe, alhes,of vile man,whofe bre-

athis in his noftrilles , more to be fea-

red then the plages of God , who hath

power both of body and foule to deftr-

oyethé euerlaftingly 2 Was it any ear-

thly power that broght the waters vpon

€em.7  the vniuerfall. worlde,and drowned all
mankinde for {ynne,, viii perfons excep

ted? Did man deftroye Sofomeand Go-

morrhe
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morrhe with fier and brymftone? Came G":’d" 4-
the plages of Egypt , the drowninge of "/ 1-3 &
Pharao, the ouertrow of the Cananites, '~ t
the fubuerfion of Terufalem, by the
power of man? Ifthefe be the workes
of man and not of God , feare man and
not God : but if there be none of
thefe euells which cometh vpon a-
nie Citie , or contrie , wherof the Lor-
deis notthe worker: beware that the
feare of mans punifhment, caufe thee
not to fall'in to the handes of this migh
tie reuéger , whiche isan horrible thin-
e ,as the Apoftle writeth. = Princes
therfore,and all powers vpon thee arth,
are not to be compared voto God,who-
fe Lieutenants onlic they fhuld be, and
areno longerthen he wil, in whofe han
des their hartes are, to moue and turne
at his pleafure. And for that caufeitis
their duetie to feke all meanspofsible,
wherbie the glorie of God might be ad-
uanced, by whom they are them [elues
fo highlie exalted aboue their bret-
hern, and in no caufe to minifter oc-
cafion ofrebellion agaynft his mightie
Maieftie : but rather tobe examplesta
others (ouer whom they are conftitute)

of all Godlic liffe and lawfull obe -

Ames3.
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dience . In confideration wherof, God
him felfe appoyntig his people to haue
a kinge, which, when they (hulde come
in to the lande of promefic(for that was
the firft prometion that Godordeyned
amongcill his people , which yet came
whatmis- not to fuche pride to defire an Empe-
nerofman rour) did with great circum/pe&ion, as
the Lorde well appoynt them what mancr of man
"’"“(";' they fhulde chofe yas the lawes by the
ﬁ":l;um,' whiche hefhuldrule others , and be o-
Bt f‘; beyed of them. When thou commeft
([aithe the Lorde by Moy [es) to the lan
. de which thy Lorde geueth thee yand
{hal poffefle it, thou (halt with out dou
te,put or conflitute a Kinge to thee.but
whothy Lorde thy God fhall chole,
Moreouer he faith , from the middle of
thy brethern fhalethow appoynt a Kige
ouer thee. For thoumayit not appoynt
a ftrager,which isnot thy brother. Whi-
chlawe , as it proceaded from the wife-
dome of God , who thoght it neceflarie
for his people: euen {o 1s our miferable
ignorance and vnfpeakeable ingratitu-
cﬁ: tobe lamented,which nether do vn-
derftand the goodnefle of God in thefe

lawes, netyet will vouchefafic to c?nl-
ult
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fule with his heauély wifedome: afl men

rather fckinge to chofe and ‘procure

them felues Princes.and kinges after

their owne phitalre,ad by vngodlie fet=

ches and policies, thento folowe the apy

poyntiment of the Almightie:preferrin-
etheyrowtfit wittes to the wifedome

of God,whiché neuer fayleth them tha¢

folowe it.In comparifon of whom all o=

thers at lengh, thall thewe them felues

to be meere fooles. Yfwe wilbethe peo Gode'L

ple of God, let vsthen fearche and dili- W,;m;,'

gentlie folowe the Lawes of God,efpe- gt

cialliein fo weightie matters,, as the 6= be folowed

le&tion of kinges and Princes,by whom i elecion

Realmesand nations are gither prefer” of kinges
ued if they be Godlie; 'or viterly di-*4d Rulers
{troyed, and fhamefullie O}H"fcfrt‘d jfp and noe

mans l!f).i‘-
tafe.

they be vigodlie.' "The firlt poynt o
to oblerue, is , that'théy chole {uche’ Thefie
kinge, as'the Lorde ddtlie appoynt,and nore and
notas t-héyl phan‘t:ﬁc . And whit oneis obferuaria
he or how fhuld he be knos & The peo 1 chofinge
pleof Irael(you will faie)had their ki- of« kynge
ges appoynted them by the mouthe of Exedn.re
God and anoynted of his Prophets: a
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Twonotes
g0 knowe
whether a
Kerngze be

ehofin of
God orwo

Dauid,and his fonne Salomon. For Sau-
le,thoghe he was appoynted id anoye-
ted in Goddes furie , yet was he not
of the Lordes chofinge after thismea-
ning of Moy(es , who willethe them to
appoynte a kinge that the Lorde {hal
cﬂofc :to wit, of his fauour and'good-
nefle , fuche a one as (hall oblerue the
Lawes folowing s as we [hall fee here
after. Two meanshad the 1fraeli-
tes to knowe their kinge , whither he
was of Godele&te orno.  The firfte,
by the expreffe commandement and

romefle made tofome efpeciall man,
wherof they neded not to doute:as was
made to Dauid , ad to Saloma his fonne
exprefllic. The fecode isby hiswor-
de , whichhe hathe nowJeft toall men
to be the ordinarie means to reueale

his will and appoyntment . Which (if

we yofaynedly folowe in our doings)
we nede no more to doute, then if
God (huldenow fpeake vnto vs out of
the heauens , asthen he did tothe If-
raelites. The worde then geueth vs
thefe notes to know -whither he be
of God-ar not, whom we woulde chofe
for our kinge, Firlte(as was fayd) i]f he

ea

-
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beaman that hathe the feare of God

before hiseyes , and zeluflye with Da-

uid, and Iofias , dothe ftudie to fet for-

the the fame , hatinge vnfaynedlie al

papiftrie and idolatrie. For this caufe

God willeth that he thuld be chofen

from amongefte his brethern,and {hul-

debe no ftranger: bycaufe fuche then h

had not the feare of God,but were ido-

laters , to whom no promefle of anie

kingdome was .made , and who alfo

would leade the people to idolatrie.

Alfo inthat hisexercife is appoynted, none

the worde , Lawes & ftatutes of God, it oghtes be

is manifefte that heis not chofen: of difen s

God, excepthe be fucha one: and oght kinge or

notto be anoynted or ele@ed astheir Rulerbue

kinge and Gouernour , what title or fbaswil

right fo euer he feeme to haue thenito, :::;”:‘“’”

by ciuile policic , except hebe a pro- mc‘;a;::‘

moter & fetter forthe of Godds Lawes 1y,

and glorie , for whiche caufe chieflie, The fecid

this office was ordeyned. note why~-
The nexte rule to be obferued is, kinges ar

that he fhulde be one of their bre. ¢hfenfis

thern, meaninge of the Ifraelits : part- "g”‘.’”ﬁ‘f

lie to exclude the opprefsion:and "

ii,

X
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jdolatrie, whiche commeth in by ftran-

gers, asour Contrie now is an example:

and partlye, for that ftrangers cannot

beare fucha natural zeale to ftraunge
realmesand peoples,as becomethe bre-

rhe gouer thern: but chieflieto auoyde that mon-
nement of fter in mature, and difordre amongeft
women is men, whiche is the Empire id goucrne-
:ﬁ:::_j: ment of a woman , fayinge expreflie:
wnd Gode Fromthe myddle of thy brethren fhalt
ordinance- thou chofe thee a kinge,and not amon-
gilt thy fifters. For God is not contrarie

to him felf, whiche at the begynninge

Gen.3.  appoynted the woman to be i fubie-
&ion to her houlbande ;and the man to

be head of the woman (as faithe the A-

~ poftle )y whowil not permitte fo muche
1.Cor.14 14 the womi,as to fpeake in the Affem~
1.Tim.2 e of men, muchelefle to be Ruler ofa
Realme or nation. Yf women be

not permitted by Ciuile policies toru-~

le in inferior offices, to be Coiifellours,

womenby Dears of a realme, Inftices, Shireffs, Bay
eiwell poli- Tives and fuch like : T make your felues
:’;“';:;;E iudges , whither it be mete for them
all offices 19 gouerne whole Realmes and natids?
' If the worde of God can not per-

13 2 comiom
welth. fuade




OR DISOBEY. 93
fuade you,by which (he is made fubieé

to her houfbande y; muche more to the
Counlelle and auétoritie of an whole
realme , which worde alfo appoynteth
your kinges to be chofen from amonge
their brethern , and not from their fi-
fters : who are forbidden as perfons vn-
mete to fpeakein a Congregacion: be
you your felues mdges, and let nature
teache you the ablurditie therof.

And thus muche haue I of pourpofe
noted in this matter,tolet you fee to all
our fhames, how farre ye haue bene led
befydes your commun fenfes and the yyj, 1,
manifeft wordeof God ; in eleéting, a- Jler prouéth
noynting , and crowninge a woman to her a
be your Quene ad Gouernefle , and {he baflard in
in verie dede a baftarde , and vnlaw- bis boke
fully begotten . But beit that {he we- de Verao-
reno baftarde , but the kinges daugh- B“ﬁ.';'ﬁ“’
ter as lawfullie begotten as was her fi- ::;.0 ,.;’:;r
fter,that Godlie Lady, 2d meke Lambe, prefuce '}f
voyde ofall Spanifhe pride , and ftran- the fame
ge bloude : yet in the fickneffe , and boke.
at the deathe of our Jawfull Prince of kyng Ed~
Godlie memorie kynge Edwarde the wardibe
fixt , this {hulde not E_aue bene your VI

d. iii,
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firfte counfele or queftion, who fhul-
de be your Quene,what womi you (hul
de crowne, ityou had bene preferrers
of Goddes glorie , and wife cotfelours,
or naturallie affefted towardes your
countrie.But firfte and principallie,who
had bene mofte mecrelf:n mengeft your,
brethern to haue had the gouernement
ouer you, and the whole gouernement
of the realme, torule them carefullie in
Theyhane the feare of God , and to preferuethem
mew plens aoaynit all opprefsion otPinwarde ty-
tie ofboth 7nts and outwarde enemies.  Wher
Pops . i you might haue bene affured to ef-
kapeall this miferable & vnfpeakable
difgrdre, and fhamefull con Fuil:on, whi-
che now by contrarie counfele isbro-
ght worthely vponvs.  Iknowe ye
will faye,the Crowne is not intayled to
the heyre malesonelie, but appartay-
Thesirle nethe afwel to the daughters: and ther-

.efthe fore by the Lawes of the Realme, you

Crownt  coulde nototherwile do. But yfit be
belongeth gryie | yet miferable is this anfwere of
2"2 b fiche as had fo longe tyme profeffed
d;w;:;” the Gofpel, and the lyuelie worde of

heyres  God. Ytithad bene made of pagasand

. males, heathens, whiche knew not God by his

worde,
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worde yit might better haue bene bor+
ne with all. But amégeft them that bea=
re the Name of Godds people’, with
who his Lawes (hulde haue chi¢fauéto-
ritie : this anfwere isnot tollerable to
makethe conltantand vndouted Lawe
of God , whiche oght to be the lyne of
all ordinaunces , to geue place to the
vayne and vngodlie decrees of men yas
experience hath now taughtyou. - ‘Mo
reouer , inanoynting her asiffhe had
bene'a man , was nogicﬁ"e ablurditie,v=
finge thervnto fuche greafinges'ad (hi-
lefle Ceremonies, ad that in theface of
allthe people : as thoghe Moyfleslawe
yetwerein force, and Chrift our Sai-
iournotcomé:which hath putan eslito Your:ow
all fuche outwarde Ceremdiiies {who- j,'_;'"w“
{e annoyntings were fpirituall’ ; Foras m}if:;‘
he was replenifhed with all gracesof the pre
4 ; flardto
holie Goft, and that with out mcaf‘ure,'hm!m;,
and aboue all his felows, Kings 'y Prielts; 1,51 be-
and Prophetes: fo hathe he feft no other porzga.
annoyntinge to be vfed of his fer-
uvaunts: but of the fame forte ;thar is,
fpirituall,  And yf Moyfes with his
Ceremonieswere nowin full autoritie,
as he was before Chrifhe-:i Yet were it
. i,
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not lawful by him to anoynte aniewo-

.| an stoani maner of office or dignitie,

Lewtt 3. foing that this Ceremonie was neuer

1.54m. 15 appoynted to anie other but onelic to

p-Regis Priefts, kinges,and Prophetes. How dur

fte you thenbe fo bolde and impudent

& Papifts, (for this was your entreprife)

td tranfgrefle the order of Godin the

Lawe of Moy{es by anoyntige a woma?

And allo, to contemne the' libertie of

the Gofpell ,in réducinge and bringing

agaynithe Iewifhe Ceremonies , from

whiche by Chrifte we are delyuered?

Butqg,isna maruell if you be all wa -

ies Jikeyour felues , ftubberne and re-

bellious, enimies to God and contem-

nesof Chrifte . And therfore leauinge

you to your felues , we will retourne to

Goddes appoynted limites in his Lawe,

for the Jawfull eleGion of kinges and

Pringess; Yeliane hearde thetwo fir-

{te eautions or rules, that is,how hie mu

fte be of "Godds appoyntment , and

1., netof mans - And alfo from amon -
The thivde

rle tobe Ecityour brethren and not of your fi-

abfersed  Hers, and Why . The thirde caution

in electing that God dpecifieth in this ele@ion is,

of kinges. that hebe nonefuch as hath great nom

ber




ber of horfes: meaning , as trufteth in
his owne power,and preparation ofall
thinges, for defence ofhim felfe,id to
ouercome his enemies. Forvnder this
name of horfes, he comprehendeth all
ingeynes and furniture of warre: fuche
aone,astfuftethinthem , and make-
the not God hisarme and bockler,with
faitheful Dauid,isnot meete to be kin-
ge of the Lordes people.

For by fuch means fhulde theybe
broght to Egypte agayne, to their olde
milerie and flauerie, if they delited in
their horfes , from whence the Lorde
woulde haue them kepte,and not in a-
nie cafetoreturne. ~Asnodoute , he
woulde haue had vs miferable Engli-
fhe men, warelie to haue kepte vs in
that libertie of Iefus Chrifte and our
confciences , wherin fo mercifullie he
had broght vs: and not by placeinge aa
infidel woman ouer vs, to returne to
our olde vomite, muche more viler thé
theflauerie of Egypte,I meane the fer-
uitudeof thar Romifhe Antichrifte.
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Pral.ga.

Whats-

Other obferuations he geneth alfo, ther notes
nottofeke maniewiues , norto heape God geueth

vpmuchegolde : but chiflie that he ha- 1o hofcty.
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ue an example of Goddes Lawes preferi
bed vnto him , to reade in them all the
dayes of his life ,thathe maye learne
to feare the Lorde and to keepe his ¢6-
mandements , and not to lifte him felf
vp aboue his brethren : meaning , he
fhulde rule with all holyneffe and hum
blenefle,as did Moyfes and Dauid. And
therby,dothe God promiffe that his da-
yes, and the dayes of his children fhall
be prolonged in the middle of Ifraell.
Of'the whiche we may iuftlie conclu+
de,that by the ordinance of God,no 0=
ther kinges or Rulers, oght to be cho=
fento rule ouervs, but fuche as will fe-
eke his honor and glorie,and will com
maunde and do nothing contrarie to
his Lawe. Wherewith they are no leffe,
ye muche more charged,then the com-
mon people: becaufe their charge is
double: that is, not onelie to feare God
them felues, butto fee that their peo-
plefeare him alfo , to whom they owe
inthat cafe all humble obedience and
reuerence. For they be(as was fayed)
Goddes fubie&es and Lieutenantes,for
whofe caufe they muft be reuerenced,
doingetheirductie.  Butifthey will
abule
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abufe his power, liftinge them felues 2-
boue God and aboue their brethern,to
drawe them to idolatrie,and to oppref-
fethem,and their contrie:then are they
nomore to be obeyed inany cofnman-
dements tending tothat ende: butto -
be cotemned as vile Sergeantesin com
ﬁarifon of the high Iudge and Magi-

rate , who oght to do nothing,but as
he is commaunded to do by the Indge
ad {uperior power accordingto the la~
we. Other wife,ifhe lift him felfe abo-
ue the chir:f[udge,[okyng to be hono-
red and obeyed more then he : who
would not abhorre fuche a Sergeant,ad
not onelie to withftande his comande-
ment, but toaccufe him as a rebellious
traytor , and banithe him from amon-
geft them? Andyet here is but rebel-
lion agaynit man, who is but mortall,

What oght we thé to do vnto that kin-

e or Princé , that lifteth him felfevp .
aggayn{t the Maieftie of God,who isim~ :{ ::JE;’E'E
mortal,to whome belongethall power, fobey mi,
dominion and honoriIs he anie more in o, more
comparifon of God, then the Sergeant Godihe
in re[pete of the Tudge? Shall the Ser- Lordeof -
geant be punifhed asa traytor,and this «l fhinges
man honored as a kinge,which doth no
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parte of the office therunto belongin-

e?Orrather is not his crime and trea-
g:m greater ; and deferuith {o muche
more,as God is more excellent,compa-
red to anie worldlie power ,then isa-
nie kinge or Prince compared to the
mofte vilefte Sergeant?

Moreouer, whence hathe he this ho-
nor:Of him [elfe? Is anie man natural-
lie borne a kinge, Or hathe he itof
God? And if of God, wherto,butto vfe
itwith God,dd notagaynile him. Seing
thenitis not jufte in Goddes fight to
obeye man rather then God: neither
that theiris anie difpenfacion of man

thatcadifpéce with his holie comande
‘;f?:z;j: ments, neicher the auctoritie of Prin=
frare witl €€ nor feare of punithment can excufe
himad not V5. Seing alfo, thatkinges are inflitute
aziafle  torulein Goddes feare and Lawes , as
bim. fubietes and Sergeants to God, and
To obcy« notagaynite his Lawes,and aboue him:
W"_‘k"d_ it mufte nedes followe (aswe fitfte fay-
::’:j.:” ed) that all obedience geuen to fuche,
Keduesi Wicked Princes agaynite God, is play-
Plaine dif. D€ rebellion in his indgemente. And in
obedience that cafe to obeye God ,and difobeye
o God. mansistrue obedience, how fo cuerthe
worlde

Kinges
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worldeiudgeth . Forasnone will con-

demne Peter and Iohn of difobedien-

ce,becaufe they woulde notherein o~

beye their ordynarie Magiftrates : no-

more will anie which haue right iudge-

ment , condemne the like refiftance in

others,which alike is lawfull to all. ;
Orellsfhulde the Ifiaelitesbe excu- 1-king-1.

fed,by caufe they obeyed their wicked

kinge Ieroboam in wurfﬁippinge his

calues in Dan,and Bethel.

Then {huld that cruell butcher Doeg,
in killinge Ahimalech with rxxxy Pri-
efts or Leunites, and the whole towne of
Nob , at the commandement of yngo-
dlie kinge Saul, haue bene preferred
to the refte of all his feruantesand foul Mat.2.
diars. And the fouldiars alfo of cruell They will
Herode fhuld be blamelefTe in murthe- make
rig 3d fheading the bloude of fo many 4 thefe
infantesin Bethlehem at Herods com~ bM"_; (the
mandement. Then fhulde the wicked P:;;«;;::;
Tewes be gyltlefle of Chriftes deathe ad ,.,/ier 4,6
his Prophets , whom they confented to they will

1.54m. 22

" murther by the parfuafion of their Ru- feme to
| lers. Andthe counterfayte Chriftians offinde.

this day,which euerie where (but efpe- Mat. 27.
ciallie in our miferable countrie)im-
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prifon ; famifhe, murther , hange’; and
burne their owne countriemen,and dea
re children of God , at the commande-
ment of furious Iefabel ; and her falfe
Pricltes and Prophetes ; the blouddie
Bifthopps and fhauelynges , fhulde be
gi]t]eﬂ'c in all their doinges.But all the-
edoth God ( who isa Ielious id righ-
teous God, and cannot abide his honor
to be geuen to any other,nor fuffer the
bloude of the innocent longe to crie
vnto himfor vengeance ) condemneas
blafphemers,idolatres,and cruell mur=-
therers:which faithe : Thoufhalthaue
no otherGoddes but me. Thou fhalt not
Lill. And if God dothe make this,difo-
bedience ( as thou may ft playnely fec)
what commandement of man can aul-
ter his fentence , before whom there is
no obedience in euil thingestYea,ifthe
whole multitude,from the hieft to the
loweft’, wolde agree and confentto do
euel , yet mufte not thou followe them
{aith the Lorde.For if thou do(notwith-
ftanding the commandement of thy
Prince , orexample ofall others ) thou
art with them a rebell; and 2 rebell a-
gaynftthy Lorde and God: from whofe
wrathe
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wrathe and heauie indignation,noman
can defende thee in the dreadfull
daie of his vifitacion , which is at
hande,

CHAP VL

il a

Howr #t fs ot inough to denye wricked commana

deméts of all knde of Rulers sexcept We weth=

Randthem alfo,eucry man accordinge to hisvoe
catronyin doing the contrary,

S by thisanfwere afore

%.8) mentioned,we haue be-
- 3“ taught not to geue
5, Place to the valawfull
/ %{ \ \ commandemétes of Ma
=~ "= gillrates,in what au@o-
ritie o euer they be, becaufeit is no-
thing ‘but rebellion in the iudgement
of God: euen o may we learne by the
fame anfwere and example of the A=
poftles, how God requiereth more at
our handes, that is, to with@tande theic
preceptes, in doing the contrary:euery.
man accordinge to his office and e~
ftate wherin God hathe placed him.,
' Forasman thinketh him felfnot fullie
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obeyed , when we abftayne from thole
thinges which he forbiddeth, except
moreouer we do the contrary , which
he commandeth : euenfo may we mu-
che more thinke, that Ged is not fullie
obeyed,when we will not do the vngo-

kynge,but dlie commandements of men , except
alfo 10 do alfo we applye our felues with all dili=

the contra
Tie.

gence to do the contrary. So did Peter
and Tohn make anfwere, denying to do
asthey were comaunded by the Magi-
ftrates . And asthey denyed in wordes,
fo did they,ad the reft of the Apoftlesin
efte@e,as thecourfe of the hiftorie doth
witnefle,Who went all to gethertothe
Temple after they were dimifled , and
preached openliein the face of all the
people Tefus Chrifte crucified,not with,
ftanding all the afore named threat-
nynges and menacinges, yea afterwar-
de, when they had bene imprifoned
and then by the Angel of God deli-
uered, and whipped mofte yilely , asif
they had bene flaues:yct were they no-
thing therby difcouraged , but conti-
nued in one mynde and anfwere, (ayng
as they did before with one voyce and
confent : God mufte be obeyed before
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man,and boldlie preached their maifter
Chrift,contemning all difplealures whi
ch they for his Names fake fuftened, re Aét.s.
membring well his {ure and conforta-
ble promefles who faid:Bleffed are you Matth.5.
when menreuile you and {klanderyou,
|| andfpeake all ewll againfte you,lying,
for my fake:be glad and reioce,for gre-
ate is your rewarde inthe kingdome of
heauen.For fo did they perfgcutc the
prophetes before you.
Thus fee we thé;how the trueth of this
do@rine isnot proued onely by the fir-
fte examination of Peterand Iohn:but Altheape
| alfo confirmed the fecond tyme by the H."'!’ ',;3"
reft of all the Apoftels agreeinge therin, ‘;:E";:
and fuffringe vile {fcourginge for the i, .
fame: not onely boldlie affirminge itin fancie.,
| the prefence of all the Magiftrates at Ie-
rufalem , butas conftantly approuinge
it in their doinges: when contrarie to
their commandeméres, they ceafed not
| more diligentlye topublifhe the doét-
rine of{'a]uation:reioy[inie and prayi-
nge God,who had made them worthie
to fuffer for his Sones fake,theirLorde
l and maifter. O worthy and manful
| fouldiars, O mofte trultie and payne-
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ful feruantes: neither feringe the prow-
de lokes and malitious threatninges of

Ko P"W'f‘l the whole Senateand power of lerufa-
can prewasl ooy . nor {hrinking in their office , for

againfl the
fasehfull.

all their cruel punifhments,But the mo-

re they were forbidden, and the oftener

they were }Funil'hcdrthc ftouter,ftrong-

er,and mightier were they to fight aga-

inft their enemeswith the fpiritual fw=

orde , wherwith they were charged in
their maifters quarel:beinge aflured all-

wayes of this, thathewho gaue théau-

&oritie to preach, wouldegeue thé {ire.
nghalfo forthe performance therof, as

he had promefed,fayinge: Iwill be with

youto theend of the worlde. And he

beinge with thé,(asthe Apoftle faithe)

what (hould they care who were againit

them? A worthie example id mirour for

all fuch to beholde as are called of God

tobe his meflengers and difpofers of
his holie myfteries , how faithful they

oghtto bein the diftribution ofthe fa-

me,omitting no maner of occalions, o-

beying no contrarie commandements,
nor fearing the cruel thredtninges of
THCMm:
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God hath geuen them the char-
ﬁe of mofte pretious iewels,and ine-
imable riches: not to be hid ina cor-
ner, or retayned with them {elues : but
rather (as the Apoftle exhorteth ) to Ephess
ftyrre vp the gyfie of God , which isin
them, and not.to negle& it to preache
the worde of God , and to beinftant in b
fealon and out of feafon, to conuince, s ke
reproue, and exhorte with all foftnefle
and learning. For this is that (harpe and Ephe 6.
two edged [worde wherewith God hath
notonely armed them agaynfte their Heb. 4
enimies : butto fight alfo manfullie for :
others agaynit ali‘)powcrs worldly and
fpiritual,with this mightie and (piritual
fworde the worde of God. g
For otherwife , if Chrifte him felf
had ceafed to preache his Fathers will,
| forwhich caule partly he was fent in
| tothe worlde,for feare of threatninges,
confpiracies,commandements, and pu-
nifhments of men: where had bene this
comfortable do@trine of faluation?
When fhulde he haue fuffred death,
for our redemption and delyuerance?
How' fhuld. the Apoftles and all

€. 1L

l'.Tfm@n;
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other faithfull martyrs,which by their
deathes in all ages , haue ‘geuen glorie

chufdif- toChrift,have left behinde them{o wo-
obyed  rthie monumentes, and comfortable
wicke Writingcs,beﬁdcsrhenotablccxampfes
':;'?-E":;’ of conitanciein fealinge vp their doct
o AR with the Mheading of their bloud,if
but weo- they had yealded or [hronke in execu~
bey wminft tinge their office for feare ofanie po-
magiftrates wer.And in oure milerable Countrie,
defiroy where Antichrift this day isagaine for

our [elues: qure fynnes exalted,if commandeméts
of tyrantes (huld haue taken place in

all men, as itdid with many hirelinge

preachers, {ome mofte fhamefullie de-
nying their Maifter Chrifte , taking v~
pon them the marke of the beafte, mi~

niﬁrin‘g poyfon for foodeto theirflo-

cke, fome in makinge a fpoyle and
praye of their flocke, and ascowardes
takeyng them to their feete, leauin
the poore lambes of God with out all
comforte, to be deuoured of the wilde
rauenous beaftes: fome alfoinplayng
on both partes with the halting Tfrae-
lites, thinke to ferue God and Baal:
ifin all others ( I faie)asin thefe, the
vngodlic decreesof men fhulde haue
taken
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taken plack: how coulde we haue had
thefe worthie €xamples of fo many hun
dreth martyrs,who haue glorified Chri-
{te mofte conftantlie,in offringe vp the-
ir liues asamofle fwete fauour to the
Lorde? And that of all (ortes of men and
women,young and olde,riche and poo~
re,learned and vnlearned, all being he-
rein perfuaded ( notable perchaunce to
do anie more for the comfort of others,
in fo generalla defc&tion from God)
haue cﬁofé rather with the loffe of this

corporall lyfe , to obeye God, theno-
therwife to lyucin welthe and obeye

man. Forthe which,the Name of God
be prayfed for euer,who ftyrre vp our
hartes by their examples,and prepare vs
withthe grace of his holie Spiriteto
the like conftancie and obedience.
Befidés this we learne by the céman-
dements of God,that fo oft as he forbid
deth any thing which he wolde not to
be done; in the {elf fame , he comman-
deth vs the contrarie,as for example:
Thow {halt not murther,Steale, Com-
mit adultrie, or Beare falle wittnes, It
is not ynough to abftaine frome thefe
€. 1,

Obedience
to death.
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thinges, neither is God*therin/ fullie
obeyed, except we do the contrarie, {0
oft asoccafion is miniftred; that is , to
faue, preferue, and defende,as well the
goodes as the perfones of our brethren
and neghbours. Andthisisa certayne
and general rule,not onely in thefe ex-
amples here named : but in all other
preceptes whitherthey be of the Ten
‘commandments , oranie other befides
conteyned in the Scriptures : that what
{o ever God forbiddeth anie man, in
the fame heis charged todo the con-
traric according to his power, thogh
all the worlde would ftande agaynit
him . In confirmation wherof,let vs o~
nelie confider the notable example of
the Godlie Prophet Daniel ; who when
he wascommanded in the name of kin-
pantel g€ Darius(by whome he had bene pro-
was no  moted to great honor, and of all other
Enolifhe  wasinbelt fauor, and hieft reputation
courtier: with him ) to afke nothing of his God,
forhe g anie other for the fpace of thirtie
coulde mot Jayes | but onely of Darius his kinge,
flssser. 4 ccording to the decree made at the
requefte ofhis vngodlie counfel , pur-

pollie
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poflie agaynit Daniel,would not obeye
the commandement , being not igno-
rant that it was a publike decree,which
all (heonely excepte) obeyed. And
alfo how death (and that mofte terri-
ble, to becaft among the hungry ly-
ons') was appoynted for a puni{hment A ?
to the tranfgreffors . But Daniel not m.“ftr"‘ ‘
contented 1o do as he was comman- j,iv. 27
ded , did as he ‘was accuftomed, the b, of
contrary ;: not once ,but thrife euery inglande
day,tranfgrefsinge the kinges comma-
dement,prayinge to the lininge Lorde
his God.And to the intent it might be
knowen abrode to al men, that he con-
temned this yngodly commandement, = ., .
he fet open his windowes more then cu- D“”;*”{T
ftome,to the tét that all whiche wolde, :;::‘L:E'o}
might beholde his doing: fo glad was o, glory
he to be knowen to ferue the true and sud wolde
mightic God. Here wolde our worl- not hideis
dly wife men, no dout , condemne Da-
niel of rafhnes and follye in doing,
more then was expedient . ‘What
nede he thus to prouoke the indi-

nation of a Prince , who had pow-
er with, a worde of his mouth to’ di-
. iiii,
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ftroye him 2 Yfhe wolde not afke anie
thinge in the Name of Darius as others
did,yet might he haue abftayned from
praying to God for that fpace. Was thir
tie dayes fo great a matter, that he
might not abltayne from praying to
God, to gratifie therby his Prince to
whome he was fo muche bounde? And
ifhewolde nedes prayeto God , could
he not haue done it preuely and fecret-
ly? Whatnede he to fet open his win-
dow in the fight of al men? This was an
open contempte of the kinges Maieftie:
this was a greater offence;then the falte
itfelf.Thus wolde the politike ad worl-
dlinges reafon, as our carnall Gofpel-
lersdo daylie, to mayntayne their (ha<
meles halting vpon both partes, to clo-
ke their owne impictie,and to intice o«
thers to do the like.But faythful Daniel
had learned an other leflon, and ofa
more faithfull {cholemaifter : euen the
verie fame that inftructed here the

Apoftles, the Spirite of God , the au-
&or of wifedome , and trueth : that
he oght not onelie  to contemne
the kinges ynlawfull commandement,

bug
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buttodo the plaine contrarie., Ne- Sads
ther thoght he it fufficient to dothis w?c”mﬁ
fecretly , except openly he (hewed o ¢,
to all the worlde whofe feruante he ;. gloes
was, and what God he honored . O- ring Gof«
therwife , how colde he haue declared pellers.
to the people , that he loued his God

with all his harte , fouleand power, as

was commanded?

CHAP. VIL

All men ave bound 1o followe the like exannple , a5
wel as the Apoflles and Daniel , of what effate
and condicion fo esct they be.

ken away from all men,
4 that willbe true Chri-

poftles and D:iniel for
b =24 theirinftru@ers and tea
chers:whither they be Counfe lers, No
bles,Peares, or inferior and ¢ iuile offi- Englfhem?
ciers . But they will peraduéti ire excufe ;;&,,:;:;
them felues, as thogh God hac 1 no thing be Apofiles
todo withthé , becaufethey benot A~ Prophets
poltels, nor Prophets.Neuert heles they nor good
may be affured, they fhall bi 2 as they ¢~ men,
ucrhaue bene, fubic&te to his plages
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and punifhments : and fowill he hauea
dowith them , thogh they would haue
noght to do with hym. Yfthe temperall
fworde had bene committed to the A-
poftels , as wel as wasthe (pirituall : if
they had bene Pears of a realme, and
knowen fo wel their duetie towarde
God and their contrye ,as they didto
Chrift and his Churche,being Apoftels,
woulde they haue lyfted vp their fwor=
de agaynft Goddes glorie, to the fub-
uerfion of thetrueth and their nation,
at the commandement of their Prince
and kitigetOr wolde they not rather ha
ue anfiarered ; we are appoynted of God

to fet forthe his glorie ,and to defend
his peojple ; and cannot therfore obeye
youIf ithat woulde not {erue,muftthey
How then haue ceafed at their threatnin -
[hould they geg with: deathand difpleafure 2 1s that
sudgewelk B 65 fen t to difcharge them, if in not v-

Ufnlfn"r . ~ -
i matze TN their power to fupprefle tyran-

ves. that & DY and i¢ lolatrie , they fuffer the peo-

dermethé ple of God to be deuoured ? Tudge

felvesin  yOU youl* felues that beare this Na -

sheirewne me , whitiher God coulde approuc their
doinges.

I\'Ilﬂl-_
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Matathias that worthie Captay-
ne of the Tewes, asit is wryten inthe fir 1.Mac.d
fte boke of the Machabees , coulde not
{olightly excufe him felf when he was
commanded by the cruel officiers of
wicked Antiochus ( whichhad fpoyled
their Tépel, rafed their waules,murthe-

els, red their brethern, and fetvp idolatrie,
or- [ info muche as all forthe moft parte,
ub- applied them felues to their wicked pa?
{uations)that he , with the refidue (hul-
de forfake the Lawes and facrifices of
their God,to worfhipp [trange Goddes:

on,
nce
r ha

~od he made anfwere , to the officer of An- A norabls
end tiochus the kinge (which would toGod anfwere

our Noble men had perfetly learned) for alltrae
That thoghe all Nations appartey,~ Chrifians
ning' to kinge  Antiochus fhulde o- to prachife,
beye him , fo that euery man would
declyne from the Lawes of his coun-
trie:yet I, (faicth he) my children , and
peo- brethern , wil ftand in the conucnant of
Sdire our fathers &c, Which thing he per-
R9%. formed in dede tothe glorie of God,to
his owne faluations and comforte of his
brethern and countrie for euer.
And euen atthe felf fame ty <

eye
hey
yin -
that
ot V-
an -

their

lata-
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me he flewe,not onely a Iewe,one of his
owne brethern , which came to facrifice
in his prefence at the alter Modim , ac-
cording to the prefcript of Antiochus:
but killed al(o the kiges officer,that ¢é
pelled him therto, and afterwarde di-
ftroyed the altar , ad folowed the Lawe
of God with a zeale,as did Phinees.Ma-
tathias had then alitle power amongeit
his brethern , but nothing to defende
him felf agaynft the kinge , and alfo
being charged with children and kinf=
folk (which femed to beall his power{)
wouldeniether pollute him felf, nor {uf=
ferthé to be polluted with wicked ido-
latrieynor caufeles,to be opprefled with

Matarhias tyrannie.And yet we reade ofno auéto-

Wrds na
prblike
perfm.r.

ritie or office he had to excufe him by:
but onelie this one thing which was co-
mon to all other of his natio, the Lawes
of their countrie, and couenant of their
fathers. Which caufe he thoght fufficiét
to difcharge his céicience before God,

and to approue his doings.For as muche |

as God had commanded him not onely

to denie to do the commandement of

the cruell tyrant Antiochus (vnder who
all Ierufalera then was by conquefte)
but

Bl g e S PR P A ey
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fhis B butmanfully to profcﬂ}: him and his,as

ifice | openaduerfariesto his Lawesand tore

 ACs fifte idolatrie by force ,in killing the

hus: J| idolatrer and the kinges feruant (by .

at ¢b whom he was compelled) and in fubuer 7 ’r;‘t‘!
e di~ ting the altar,where vpo the idolatrous e_f::rpf:‘d
.awe facrifice fhuld haue bene done . Whi- 5 inh.bi-
Ma- B chwas,asyou fee, manifefte refifting raneesof
ngelt | ofthe fuperior power,being but md , to Englande
ende | the intent he might (hewe true obedien

 alflo ce to his Lordeand God, in defending

kinf- and maynteyning his Lawes (which he

;we? calleth the couenant of their fathers)

r {uf- yea and with the temporal fworde to

 ido- the vttermoft of his power. Thé if Ma-

Iwith B tathias herein did difcharge his con-
ucto- f {ciéce before God and man, in refilting
n by: by temporal power the kinge, his com-
isco- | mandementsand officiers: itisnot one-
_awes | ly the office of Apoftles ad preachers,to
"their refilt , but the dewtie likewife ofall o~
ficiét | thers according to their eftate and voca
God, tion . Butyouwill fay perchance, that
nuche this bokeofthe Macabeesis not of fuf-
onely ficient auGoririe to perfuade your con-
ant of {ciences in the like cafe, becaufeitis
rwhé | not reputed tobe amongeft thofe bo-
[utgc} | kes which are autentique , and named
uk




- S

''9 HO W TO OBEY

Canonical . Trueth it is, butthat thou
(which artin like and better eftate, be-
caufe of thy power and autoritie,whe-
rewith thou art aswel charged before
Geod as kinge or Emperour ) mayit and
{huldeft with a fafe confcience, folowe
this worthie example, it is mofte true
Matta-  and certayne . For the facte of Matta-
H:r.fs.ﬁn'f‘ Lo ds leth ? I Sori
d’::p-ﬂ#r-’u [._nas ependeth not »qut e auctori=
tie of the boke, wherinit is contey-

not Of the
anclorisie Med : but vpon the worde of God, wher

ofthebi- vponitwas grownded.For hathe he do-
,rﬁu‘}bmifne anie otherwife in his vocation, then
the worde the J\poﬂlcs did in theirs ! Did not they
of God. fay , that God is to be obeyed rather

’:‘f‘”j;r.w then man?And {o fayed Mattathias,and
i.,’;‘;}fﬁ" muche more playner: that thoghe all
oft Isave Dations woulde obeye Antiochus:yet
bosh ke. hesand fomany ashe coulde procure,
fhulde obeye the true God and his

Lawes . And like as the Apoftles;accor-

ding to their anfwer, openlie and playn

ly infight of the people did vie the fpi~

vitual fworde , manfully fighting a-

bgaynft all rebellion of manin Goddes

caufe: fo did Mattathias vfe the tem-

porall fworde according to his power,

moucd




OR DISOBEY, 3s

moued by the fame reafon agaynft i-
dolatrie and opprefsion which is ma-
nifefte rebellion agaynft God . Yea and
if their were nether example nor Scrip-
ture to proue his facte: yet would verie
natural reafon compel euery man to
alowe the fame , as mofle Godlie . And
that therin he did nothing but his due-
tie , which thing wasapproued in the
iudgement of that age,and as a Jaw-
ful fadte and monument wryte and
lefito be red and pradtifed of all pol-
teritie , the Lawe of nature fo directing
theiriudgments.

Butto putyou outof all doute,
we will confirme it with an other te-
ftimonie moft furely au&orifed, and
the very fame in effe&t, of that re -
| nowmed and worthie Capitayne Iofua,
the fonne of Nun , whome God him
felf had chofen to fuccede Moyles in
the gouernement, and leading of the

eople of Ifrael : who after he had
' d:thred the benefites of God do -
| ne vnto them , from the tyme that
hehad chofen them to be his people,
(namelie to Abraham whom he cal-

Lofisa made
the ?."ka
anfwere to
the Ifrae ~
ftes.

lofue, 2.4+
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fed from idolatrie , to Ifaacand Iacob,

and to the reft of the people, their polte

ritie , in deliuering them out of Egypt,
preferuinge them in the wildernefle,

and geuing to them his Lawes) fpa-

ke thefe wordes to the Elders adallthe
multitude ,fayng: Now therfore feare

e the Lord, {erue him vnfaynedlie and

Faithfullie , take away the Goddes whi-

¢ch your fathersworfhipped , beyonde

the River , and in Egypte,and ferue the
Lorde.But yFyouwil not ferue the Lor-

de , chofe vnto you this day whom you

will ferue; whither ye wil ferue the God

des beyonde the Riuer , or the Gods of

the Amoritesin whofe landeye dwele.

As for me and my familie,we will ferue

the Lorde : anfwering as did Matathias.

Thepapifis And this {pake he in his later dayes, to
wilfaye, admonifhethem afore hande not toin-
becanfe e cline to idolatrie and to neglete the
was olde ] awes of God , which is the caufeofall
j"" he  euill, and gapp to all mifchiff . Whigh

eds (oo of lofua, the true feruit of God

ayng of Iolua, thetrue eruat of God,

feemed fo Godliein the fight ofall the

people , thatall were compelled with a
uchemencie of fpirite to fay : God for-

bid , that we fhulde forfake the Lorde,
to

far
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to ferue {trange Goddes. For the Lorde

our God him felf , broght vs out of E=

gyptand from the houfe of bondage.

What wilt thou more to proue this

falte of Martathias,ad therbie thy due-

tie alfo, whither thou be of the Seniors

of the people,orof the multitude? Here

isthy conE:fsion, if thou be of God. Yf

all men would ferue ftrange Godds,yet

will Tand my familie ferue the liuinge Forget met

Lorde, And agayne,God forbid that we this yfye

fhulde leaue the obedience ofour God, fear: God

by whome ‘we are created, redemed @rdloue”

and [aued, to ferue firange Goddes. And o lines,
. how canefte thoufay that thou ferueft

God thy Lorde, except thouvfe all fu-

che means as he hath geuen tothee in

defence of his glorie, beit counfel, lear-

ning , auctoritie , power in bodie orin

foule? All mufle ferue the Lorde,when

he demaundeth it'. And when demaun-

deth God thefe thinges of vs,ifnot then

chieflie,whéSata begynneth torage,the

worde of God defpiced,his Name blaf-

phemed, his Churche fcattered,his chil-

dren miferably opprefled , imprifoned,

famifhed and murthered 2 Either now

muit the counfele ofthe Cotfeller ,the

']
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Othermow learning ofthe learned , the au&oritie

Jeruethe  of the honorable,the power of the No-

Lordear  bles, thebodies of thefubiedtes ferue

mucr.  chelorde,or neuer.For now will the Lor

Lsk 3 detrye who are his people in {eparating

the chaffe frd the corne,thofe that loue

the Lorde vnfaynedlie,ad wil ferue him

in dede from the halting diffemblers ad

hypocrites, who thiking therby to efca

pe prefent dagigers, runne headlongeto

their owne deftrudis,thiking therby to

efcape the fearcful voyce of the Lorde,

g 24. fallintothe pit. And if they come foor-

Yerc 48 theof the pit, they are taken in the net,
Hofea.6 and cannot efcape [aithe the Lorde.

Thereis no waye but one , toturne

agayne ynto the Lorde, who hathe woil

Repnte ded ys, and he will heale ys: he hathe

eountric. ftriken vs , for our fynnes , and he will

smenyour bynde vs vpagayn, ad within two day-

wal-wfull eswill he reftore vsto lyfie, ad the thair-

;!;“b"’“' de day rayfevs vp, and we fhal come

oty @ before hisface faithe the Prophet . And

T LuTne '

i by what other means ¢an we turne vnto

Lord God the Lorde to be healed of our woundes,

to be reftore | to lyffc agaynesto be lif-

ted vp and broght before his prefen;e:

ut
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but by visfayned repentance ; euerie
man of what eftate ; or condition foe-
uer he bet Confidering with teares how
fhamefullie he hathe fallen from Gaod,

and by what means , and to call for
grace and ftrength to turne back by

the felf fame mcans and wayes,to obey Rewés
God in walking the contrarie. Andto
folowe the couniell of the Apoftle, thae

as before we haue geuen our members

to ferue vnclennes and iniquitie:fonow
(after true repentance ) make them to
{erue righmu[l;cs and holynefle . Wher
before we ferued men and not Ged,
now to ferue Godand not man, butin

God: Where as we abufed all the gyftes
of Godto mayntayne idolatrie and ty-
ranny,now to vie the fame to the refto-
ring of Gods glorie,and preferuation of
his humble and affii®ed children:whe-
te as before we hauetroughe contempt God grant

: ST : this for
ot his graces, efpeciallie the worde and Chriles

Golpel of our Sauiour Iefus (.hriﬂcﬁk' oA
broght vpon vs fhame and confufion ,ic, sy
now by reuerent receauing of them a- m_y,,,f,,,
gayne,and framing our liues therynto,
we may remoue thele plagn? »ad finde

. i
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fauore ad grace in the fight of our God,
who forthis caufe hathe ftriken vs,and
by all maner of means callethe vsbac-
ke from our wickednefle, readier tore-
ceaue vs,then we to defier him.

CHAPD VIIL

e twro parts with afirther de<

T he conclulonofthe
that it is both Lawful and

claration ofthe fame,

pecs(Tarie fome tymes to difobeye and alfo torefi=
fie Vngodly magifrats an { wherin.

_. Vherfore ( deare bret-

+//% hernin the Lorde)to re-

4 turne to our pourpofe,

rolt maywcllvmlcrfléd{:

e of thefz thigs which ha-

Bl ue bene hitherto men-
tioned,notonly the caufeofall our mife

rie inEngland this day,to haue bene for

that we nether taught, knewe, not vied

true obedience:but alfo what obediéce

Obedianse God requireth of all mé,ad what he ¢6-
1 demnethe for difobedience. Obedience
isto heare God rather then man,and to

vefifte man rather then God, asby the
anfwere and doinges of the Apoftles,

and examples of others ye haue bene
inftruéted. Wherei youmay [ec how lit

€
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fe the commandments , threatnynges,
power, auctoritie, or punilhments of a-
nie kinge, Prince or Emperour,oght
.to preuayle with vs agaynit the com-
mandement of God , where with we a-
re charged. : gnotancs
Can we then pretende ignoraunce con nop
any more ? Beholde , verie naturedoth exaf o
teache all men, which be not deftitute mudh leffé’
of their com® fenfe Ad reafon, that God When the
oght rathertobe obeyed then man:in trueth is fo
fo mucheas the Apoftles therin feared pleinlye
¥ PO tanght.
not the iudgment of their enimies.
Shall auéteritic of man,or power of
Princes bleare our eyes anie loger:{eing We mup
there is none fo ignorant whofe conf~ nor yelde
ciéce doth not beare him witnefle , that te astori-
God is mofte worthie of all honor , and ti¢ and
onely tobe feared for his power: who power.
made theheauens and the earthe , and
man ruler therof, by whofe power and
wifdome , as all thinges were created,
fo by his wonderful prouidence are all
thinges preferued and gouer ned? _
shall the threatnings of man or Threarin-
puniﬂlm('m of Princes move vs to leaue 25 oght
vndone that whichhe commandeth , ad "% fia
our vocationrequireth ? SIu:CIdc weho- ™"
. 1id
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nour thé for their officesand greatti-
tles,becanfe they afe called kiges, Prin
ces,or Emperours 2 This mufte we do fo
longe as they will be fubieétes to God,
Thisdel- and promoters of his glorie , of whome
rine of obe- they haue their auftoritie,as theexam=
diee s les of the Godlie Patriarkes , and Pro-
hets, of Chrifte him felf, and his Apo~
she binede 1Hlessand of all martyrs inall ages vntil
of sainéles this day do witnefl. Which with their
bloude haue fealed vp this doérine for
an’vndouted'veritie : that there isno o~
bedience agaynft God, which in his iud

gment isnot manifefte rebellion.

Doeft thou then vnfaynedly bele-
uein God ,and hafte geuen thy felfto
ferue him ; and after art commanded of
thy Prince or Ruler, what name fo euer
he beare, to committidolatrie in wor{-
hippig a piece of bread for thy Saviour
(asdo the Papiftes Y whichis open blaf~
phemie agaynft the Sonne of God?

Artethou willed to be prefent at the

1.Gor19 jdoleferuice,which the Apoftle S. Paul
forbiddeth:or ells to make,or ere@ ima
ges in Churches or téples, to heare Ma-
fles,to troton pilgremage , to purche-
fle pardés,to cofellethe Popes au&toris
tic , to efteme Gods worde for herefief
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Art thoucharged to be a tormen-~
tour of the Sainéts of Gad, to lay holde
vpo thé as did the Scribes ad Pharifies,
the chief Bilhopp and Priefts whith
their officiers vpon Chrifte and his Apo
fes:to bringe them before the Concile
to cafte then in prifon;, to flatter them
to revile thé opély,to famifhe them fe-
creatly, and hange them in their gay- 1h.Shivfs
les ,to racke them, to bringe them 10 lealrs and
the galows,to the ftake, and columyng other infe~
fierito fee execution done vpon then,as tior officers
vpon theues,murtherers, villains,who- condemned
remongers,adulterours, traytors,idola
ters , & blafphemers : when inwardlye

thy confcience cryeth vnto thee , Take

heedead beware what thou doeftto the-

femen, for they are the verie [eruantes

of God , as Pilate was admonifhed by Mat.27.
his wiffe2 Art thou(I faye)comanded to Esery més

do anie of thefe thiges,and feareftGod? ""‘f‘”;"‘
fovrldu=-

Beholde, here art thou taught what anf

were it behoneth thee tcgm.lkc , and f:ii’{ﬁ
that by the Apoftles of Chriite : which .
is , Tudge you whither it be lawfull in

Godds fight to obey you rather then
God.And agayne, God muft be obeyed

before man,

f, iiii
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Loffeofi-  If thouwilt Wlleadge the daunger of
minges 15 Jofinge thy lytiipg 'and office, wherby
e - thou and thy fammilie are founde : confi-
giek exyule oom i
to indieer d€T it is 2 greater matter to lofe thy fou
shy fmf:.. le , and to bring the curfle of God vpon
thy whole houﬁm’:d:, to whome it were
farre better to begg in the feare of
Godis the Gold, thé to be gyltie of innocét Enlcud,
Nucsvr g fwhsch the Lorde muft nedes reuége ac-
inocentes. cording to his promefle . Yf thy innocét
bloude. brother,which is broght to thee, becau
Pfal.9. fe he is the feruant of God , be ready
for Chriftes fake to offre vphis life in
facrifice + what great thing is it for
thee to offre vp 13‘]}’ vile liuing for the
fame cault of rightoufnefle ? For as he
.in lofinge hi:]if‘c‘fmarh affurance to fin-
deit euerlatingly : euen fo mayft thou
beaflured in forgoing thy office , be-
caule thou wilt be no tormentour of
Goddes children, agaynft thy duetie
Tobosfe in 4nd conftience, to haue the rewarde of
the world, rightoufnefle at the hands of God,who
;:::;}ﬁ:f:_’ eftemeth all thinges done to anie of
iy thele litle ones,as done to him {eland
Mat.10. forbideth thee to touche them, fayng,

Pfal.105, Touche not myne anoynted ones.
Ther-
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Therfore , as there isno power or
punifhment that fhuld caufethee to do
euil:fo is there no office or promotion,
which thou fhuldeft not willingly for-
goe, rather then in reteyninge ic to be
an inftrument of iniurious opprefsion,
hauinge this rule of our Sauiour Chri-
fte alwayes before thine eyes: What (o
cuer ye would that men fhulde do to
you,that do youto themalfo.

Neither 1s this ynough, racher to
fuffer iniurie and lofle, then thatthou
wouldelt bea worker of iniurie too-
thers by any means:but more ouer it is
thy parteto bea withftander of euil,
and a fupporter of the Godly to the vt-
termolte of thy power,as thou haft par-
tly harde all ready,ad partly fhalthea-
re now folowing . ForasGodhath not
created vs for our felues,but to feke his
honor and glorie, and the profit of our
neighbour, efpecially of {uchas be of
the houfholde of faithe: euen foarewe
idetted to God,to beftowe all thofe gyf
tes, be they fpiritual or corporal , whe-
rewith God hath blefled vs to the felf
fameend, ftryuing agaynft allimpedi-~
ments, helping,defending, comforting,

Mat.7.

withfand
the el ad

Jupporte
the Godly

Gen. 2.
1.Cor.13.
Gala.s.

Our ditts
to God.
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HOW TO OBEY
and delivering to the vttermofte of our
power all fuch aswe are affured do fea-
re God,and ftande in nede of ourayde
and fupporte. Oiherwife we [hewe our
felues tohaue more compalsion vpon
brute beaftes,as our neighbours oxe,af
fe, or fhepe , which Gods Lawe dothe
charge vs to helpe,faue,or drawe forthe
of the diche ; althoghe it were the bea-
fle of our enemie.
Arewethen bound to do this to vn-
reafonable and brute beaftes, yeato a-
ny thing belonging to cur neighbour,
and {hall we be afrayde to do the like
to him felf, what tyme he isin necefsi-
tie? Yfhis (hepe or other of his cattel
were readie to be deuoured in our pre-
fence of wolues,or {uche wilde beaftes:
are we not bounde as wel in confcience
as by the Lawe of God, to driue the
wilde beafte awayeand faue his cattel,
who can deny thisto be our duetie?Can
we be excufed then in (uffringe the fou-
Ies and bodies of the children of God
our brethern , to be molte pitifully di=
ftroyed of Gods enemies , by falle doc-
trine and cruel murthering,and put not
to our handes and power to deliver
them?

the
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them?
The verie Gentils with out God Notto vwis

were taught {o muche of nature,that to "'f’f?:“mﬁ .
do wronge to a nother is not onely in- emllihe
iurie, but alfo they condemne himas ‘:? Sff"'
an iniurious perfone, which can ,and [ S
will not w#rhfgandc wroge done toa no .,
ther.Wo be tothee thé(6 miferable En-
glande)amonge other nations and peo- wo ¢o En.
ples,which hait a longe tyme delited in glmd and
iniuftice and cruel opprefsion, Wo be hervrgod-
voto youmofte vngodlye and careles &y Mag-
counfellers. Wo be to you Rulersand firates.
Magiltrats,from the hiefte to the lowe-
fte- For thar you ruling with out the fea-
re of God,fee your owne fle(he ad blou The wol-
de, thevery libes of God dayly to fall #:fbe pa-
by flockes , notinto the diche or pit, pi/fs.
but in to the vnfaciable mouthes of the
wolue(he papiftes:not onely to be hurte Jour horrs-
and iniuried , but cruelly to be deuou- B plagurs
! . y . areat hads
red both bodie and goodes ,and their Sl
poore wiues, children, and families de- ',3'“)_
| {troyed,ad go abegginge. And yet nei-
ther the {orouful fobbes, 4d cétinual tea
| resofthelamétable mothers,nor the piti
| :
| ful crye of the fpoyled infates,nor theex
| sreame necefsitie of their difperfed fer- |
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Yehawe uits, befides the fhamefull betrayinge
your hono- 34 fubuertio of the whole Realme day-
;:‘g:'d‘{;f: lie approchinge , can once moue your
the oy arde ad ftonic hartes with pitie to de-
‘El'.‘ ¥ -
dly,yeasd fende their caufe, and delyuer them fcd
«ll others - tyranny : beinge promoted to yourho-
fromoppres mours and offices to that end.Can you,
Jfion andin efcape the condemnation of the Lawe,
surie.  whiche prefer the preferuation of your
beaftes and cattell to the pretious lyues
Ef@i.p.  of your owne brethern, the Image of
wheGenss theliuinge Lorde, whom you are bo-
lesfhail  unde toloueas your felues 2 Shallnot
condemne the Gentils,whiche lyuebefides the La-
sominthe we,ftand in judgment agaynfte you
workesof whiche profefle the Lawe , when they
the lawe. are more prefle to defende their peo-

Rom.2.  ple from iniuries, then you yours?
Your owne offices , auétoritie , and po-
wer,fhall in that daye put you to filen-

cesand confounde you.

Was there euer the like contempt
of Gods worde in Capernaum?The like
idolatrie amonge the heathen? Or like
tyranny and cruell murthering at Teru-
falem ? And yet to Capernaum Chrift
hathe threatned thatit (hall be eafier
for Tyreand Sidoa in the ladt day,tl;en

Qor
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forit. The Gentiles he commanded to
be diftroyed ashis extreame enimies.

And as for Ierufalem that worthie Ci-
tie ofthe Lorde, efcaped not his feue-
re judgcment: not leauinge one ftone
vpon a nother,as oure Sauiour him felf
afore prophecied, ad as their miferable
ftateand difpertion this daye doth te-
ftifie.will God thenfpare Englande a-
lone, and punifhe all other nations for
leffe impietie?

Can he of his iuftice fpare you coun-
fellers , youNobles and inferior offi-
cers : Whiche {pare not to fpoyle , op-
preffe,nccufc,condcmnc, and murther
the people of God , to defacehis glory,
and to diftroye the whole Englifhe Na-
tio from the earthe, fo moche as in you
lieth?

Repent, repent you miferable mé:
for your fynnes be at the higheft , your
cupp of iniquitie is full , and the houre

Nemb.33.
Exod.23.

amf.s.;.
Mat.24-

Englande
,r hall not

efcape.

Repene
(Trortly:for

of your heuy vifitation is come : when ' 070

it will be to late for you to flee from
the great wrath of Gods indignation,
whiche {hortlyeis like tobe powred
vpon you. Then {hall you well percea-
uethatthere is no faluation butvnder

uy wrath
15 at hande

Efui.zg.
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Gods proteétion , no comforte with out
Chrifte, no obedience agaynft God, no
ower that candifpence with the char-
geof the Almightieand his comman-
dements : efpecialliewhen all your co-
runfels agaynit him and his poore fer-
vants [(hall fall vpon your owne hea-
des: your wifedome turned to follie,
your noblenefle to vilenefle , your rule
Writethis and dominion taken from you,and you
pon your made flauesto othcr; tyour fayre how-
o
dore poftes Tesand gorgeousbuildinges deftroyed,

T he canle
af all rJ':.-JI’E

my’mu.

21 your yOUr great poflefsions geuen to youre-
weldeck- nimies,your winesto be rauithed, your
ed chibers. maydsdeflowred,and children murthe-

For it Will yed with out mercy, your pride and hie
fuerlycome |5 Les abated, your welthe turned tomi
Fye YPF forie , your delicate faare and coftlie a-
s parell toextreame hunger and begge-
rye, yourioye and paftance to weepin-

_ge and continuall forrowe , and in the

end (hamefull deathe asyou haue de-
{erued.And why?Bycaule you hauecho

fento obeye manrather then God, and

fought rather to mayntayne your owne

pride and dignitie then his honor and

lory.
g And
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And therfore beholde 6 prowde man,
I am come to thee ( [aithe the Lorde of
hoftes ) becaufe thy daye is come , and
thetyme when i will vifice thee. For the
prowde (hall fall and be diftroyed, and
there (hall be noman to lifthimvp. I
will kindle a fre in his Ciries,that thall
confume all thinges aboute them,
&ec.

And iuftly maye the Lorde do all this
to you, feinge he gaue you not thisdi=
gnitie,;makinge you Cotlellers, Noble
men;, Rulers, Tuftices, Mayers, Shireffs,
Bayliffs,Counftables, or Gaylers to ex-
ale your felues agayn(t his Maieltie,
and to fight agaynlt Chrilte and his
members: but to humble your feluesin
his prefence,to promote his glorie, and
to defende all thofe whom he commit-
tedto your charge. Howcommethir
then to pafle, that ye haue thus betray-
de him and his people,in banilhinge his
truthe to receaue fallchod, and haue
changed Religion in to fuperftition,
true honoringé of God, into blafphe-
mous idolatrie , and now ( to fini-
fhe your procedinges ) are readye to

[t?‘c.sg,

Theend of-
all nﬁw;

s == S =

e
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The Spe- to fell your fubieéts for flaues tothe
um:r:;'.-u.-r:.- P! owde Simniards, - pcoplc with out
Ledits - "God.

That wicked woman, whom you
jyntruely make your Quene;hath (faye
! ye)fo comanded.O vayne & miferable

men. To what vilenefleareyou broght,
and yet as men blynd,fee nog Becaule

Mayies
viilaufirl

T 1=
Jovernt

micit. you would not haue God to raigne o-
ver you,and hisworde tobe alight vn-
to your footeftepps , beholde , hehath
not gl.‘u{‘n an h}-‘p(}t ril‘{.' on t'!)" o rsfgnc
ouer you(as he promifed)but an Idola-
trefleallo : not a manaccordinge to his
God forbid fappoyntment,buta woman,whiche his

lnb.34.

ﬁ::::;; [Lawe forbiddeth, and nature abhor-
ene.end |T€th £ whole reigne was neuer courited
moare b~ Jawfull by the wordeof God, but an
borveththe ;cxp:'c{'ﬁ: ﬁgnc of Gods wrathe, and no-
fame.  [table plague forthe fynnes of the peo-
iple. Aswasthe raygne of cruell Tefa-
bel, and vngodlie Athalia,efpeciallin-
firumentes of Satan , andwhippsto his

people of Ifracl.
Thisyou feenot,blynded withi-
gnorance : yea , whiche is more fhame,
_where as the worde of God frecthe you
| from the obedience of anie Prince , be
he
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he neuer fo mightie , wife, or politike,
commanding anye thinge whiche God
forbiddeth,and herein geuctheyou au-

&oritie to withitand the fame , asyou
haveharde : Yetare you willingly be-
come asit were, bondemen to the Ju- Marieabe
ftes of amoft impotent and vnbrydled f4rd:
woman : 2 woman begotten in adultrie
abaftard by birthe ; contrarie to the g, 4,
worde of God ad your owne lawes.And Fil.s Cy
therfore codemned as a baftarde by the onicle in
iudgement of all Vniuerfities in Engla- thez4.of
de,France,and Italie: as well of the Ci- the reinge
uilians, as Divines.For now are we free- °f kinge

de from that lewefhe yoke to rayfe v g:;;;

feede to our brethern deFamng wit Cambrige,

out iﬁue,by the comyng of our Sauiour gppae .
Jefus Chrifte, who hathe deftroyed the, pars,
walle and diftace betwixt the Iewesand Angiers.
Gentiles,and hathe no more re{peéte ro Burger.
anie Tribes (for conferuation wherof Bononie.
this was permitted) but all are made o+ F44a-
g ; AL A : T kolofa,
ne in him with out diftin&tion,whichae= | ™
: = = t%.10
knowledge him vnfaynedlie to be the ./ o
Sonne of God and Sauiour of the worl- F, »,
de. For in Chrifte Iefus there is nether Gala.s.
Tewe rior Gentile¢, Grecianor Barba-
rous,bonde nor free,&c. Andtherfore

g
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it muflte nedes followe, that kinge Hens

rie the eight , in marying with hisbro«

thers wife,did vtterly contemne the free

mce of our Sauiour lefus Chrifte,

which longe before had delivered vs

. from the fernitude of that lawe : and

kinge'”  glfo committed adulterous inceft con-

Hemy - trary to the worde of God ,when he
pstted in . . %

begate this vngodlie ferpent Maric, the

B inbe- 5 » :
;,m-ma chief inftrument of all this prefent mi-
(=3

Marie.  feriein Englande.
! And if any would faie,it was ofaze-
Ieto fulfyll the lawe which then was
abrogated, he muft confefle allo that
the kinge did not marie of carnall lu-

fte,but to rayfe vp feedeto his brother::
when the contrarie is well knowne to’
allmen. Let noman therfore be offen-
ded,that T call her by lier propre name,

abaftarde,and valawfully begotton:fe-
ing the worde of God,which cinot lye;
dothe geue wittneflle vpon my parte.

And nioreouer, that fuche as are baftar.
desThulde be deprived of all bonor :in
fo muche 2s by the Lawe of Moyfes they
were prohibited to haue entrance into
the Cégregatid or alfembly of the Lor
detothe tenth generation. Confider thé
your yngodlie proceaditges in defraw-
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dingyour cotric of alawfull kinge: and
prc?crringe a baftarde to the lawful be-
gotten dawghter , and exaltinge her
whicheissand will be a comon piagura‘d
eucrlion of altogether : for as muche as
fheis atraytor teGod, & promisbreaker TheGor- .
to her dearcft frindes, who helpinge her pliersho
to their power to her vnlawfull rei- Peherte
gne, were promifed to inioye that reli- i;&c’;‘wﬁ"
gion which was preached vnder kinge mm.’”'h;‘
Edwarde : which not withftandingina ;
fhorte l];racc after  (he moftefalfely o
uerthrewe and abolifhed. Sothat now
both by Gods Lawes and mas,(he oght
tobe punified with death, as an opé 1do
latres in the fight of God,ad a cruel mur
thererof hisSaits before mé,admerciles
traytorefle to her owne natiue cofitrie,
For Gods worde (he abhorreth, Anti-
chrilte hathe (he reftored,her fathers La
wes contemned,her promefle broké,and
herbrother Godly kinge Edwarde asan
heretique condemned . not thinkinge it
ynoughe to exprefle her tyranny ypon D
thé that liued, except (he fhewed cruel- Phegias,
tie,orrathera raging madnefle on the maittis
bodies of Gods feruits 16g¢ before bu- Mareyr,
ried ;drawig thé forth of their graues to @

g i

Bucey
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burne thé as heretikes.And in fine vtter~

ly abhorring the Englilhe nation, hath

ioyned her felfto adult erous Philip,the

whois - Spanifhe kinge: to whome {he hathe,

more blind and dothe continually labor to betray

thenthey the whole kingdome . And yet ye can-

that can 1151, orwill not fee it, nether yet forall

::f;:,l:u this be ftirred vp to bridell-her affeti-

Here wato OS2 30d withftand her vogodly doin-

ohe Lawes | £€8s to promotethe glorie of God and

of the real 10 pre ferue your brethren,and your fel

me,shewill ues : butthinking to reteyneyour pro-

« and prophe motions by flattery , do haftelie drawe

cicofher  Godsvengeance vpon your felues and
Sather doth ihers,

prowk thé g4 do you thinke that Philip will be

crowned kinge of Englande,and retey-

ne in honor Englifhe counfellers t Will

he credite them withe the gouernement

of his eftate , whohaue betrayed their

owne?Shall his nobilitie be Spaniardes,

with out your landes and poflefsions

And (hall they pofleffe your promotids

and lyuinges, and yourheads vpé your

(hulders 2 Come they to make a fpoyle

of the whole Realme,and leaue you ad

yours vntouched? Where isyour great

wifdome becometYour fubtile counfels

and
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and Enlicies , where of you bragge. fo
muche, to whome thele thinges be hid,
that euerie childe ei‘i:irti}%

If Efai the Prophet had not fore{po g,

ken thefe fecret iudgmentsof God, in 5 4,

blynding the eyes of the prowde con-
temners 5 I coulde not ceale towonder
atyour Eroﬂ"c ignorance,as now I confi
der with greife of harte ; the miferie
which is IiEc (hortly to come vpon you
in full meafure,for this calamitiealrea=
die powred vpon others, through your
rocurements and ftudies . Which fea-
refull iudgment of God loke neuerito -
efcape;except fuddaynlieyerepentand
change yourvngodlie purpofe . If you
be ata couenant with deathe (as you
thinke ) you fhall'not auoyde it, if you
thinke to efcape the comon deftruttio,
making difsimulation and lyes your
refuge ; yetfhall you be reuealed: for
the Lord him {elf will deftroye all your
counfels,becaufe they are not of him.
Yt is notyour going to the Mafle,
your prayfing of the Pope, your flat-
tring of your Quene , and fhaven Pri-
olts of Baal , that can defende you in
g- s
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that day:nether yet your licences whi-
Licences chefome of you purchaflc ofan infidel
purhefed to departe out of your Courtrie, fome
of 1nfutels lyinge in idolatrous places,differing no
andbyinge thinge from them in ther diffolure liui
fntdola- oo fome paflinge in to Jtalie to pleafe
troms pla- i e §
cosothe therrQuenc, and toget an opinion of
ught gor{ TEN that theyapprouc her procedings,
inoughot Tathercoueting to haue the name of 3
carnall gof blafphemoufe papifte ; then of Chrifte
peles. ourSauiour, Thikinge by (uche vnlaw

full meanes to worke miracles:but their

gaines at length will be confufion ;as
Thefr do mow their frute whiche they have
aas prowe brohat thence do witneffe thar isthe
whdtthey want of Gods feare and open diffimu-

i lation,

This is not the way (0 vaine men) to
winne Gods finour, and ro efcape his
fearfull udgmentes: -but to increafe
his wrathe and hafté his vengeance,who
will nor be mocked, nether fuffér his
ho'ye Name légeto be blafphemed.Co
fider with your felues,and rerurne to
the right way , and walke init while ye
haue tyme, and I will {hewe it vnto
you,

You
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... You haue fynned mofte greuouflie
ggaynftthe Lorde: kmowe your trani-
grelsions, and with teares confelle the,
cuery man vnfaynedlie voto the Lor-
de, who isredie to mercie and {lowe to
anger. You haue defpifed and abuled
the worde of his dearely beloued Son-
ne Iefus Chrift,the Author of {aluatio,
inthe dayesof our Godlie kinge Ed-
warde(which is the caufe why God hath
thus plaged vs witha tyrant)(cke after
the worde agayne and receaue it with
all reuerence . By gening aultoritie to
an_idolatres woman ye haue banifhed
Chrifte and his Gofpell, and in his pla-
ce reftored Antichrifte with all his infe-
&ions, wherinyour owne confciences
condemne you of euil. Then in takinge

The onely
means te
efcape mi-
Jerie,

Pfil.103.

Folowe
W Je coun

Jel, leaf ye

and al

agayne the fame auoritie fromher, your land
you {(hall reftore Chrifte and his worde perifbe,

and do well.In obeyinge her,ye haue di
fobeyed God. Then indifobeying her,
ye fhall pleafe God . Becaufe you
haue geuen place to her and her coun-
fells, you are all become idolatrous
hypocryts, and alfo traytors to your
ewne Countrie: then by refilting hex
g. i
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Reftore
Zoddes ho

mpe GD![:

yengeance

felues damnation for their tra}rrgrcf-.ié-‘
and her wicked decrees, you muft be
made truc wor{hippers of God,ad faith-
full Fnglifhe men.

Other meis there are not, but to tur-
ne to God by repentice,to banifhe fal
i hode by receauig the trueth, to ouer-
throwe Antichrifte ;and all kinde of i-
dolatry by honoring Chrifte and his
Gofpell : to fupprefle tyranny by iufti-
ce : to withitande opprefsion and mur-
ther by defending the iulte andinno-
cent, and punifhing the workers of ini-
quitic, of what eftate or condicion foe-
uerthey be, as after(Godwilling)fhall

be proued at large.For as by this means
onely Gods honor muft be reftored,and
you efcape his vengeance,to obeye thé
mowur and ¢f 1, ¢ obeye God , and refifte them that

refifte his Maieftie,rédringe vntoall ac-
cordinge to his Lawes: euenfo, when
they (hulde ynderftand that their {ub-
jeétes be no more asit were brute bea-
ftes with out fenfe oriudgment:but that
they knowe wherein, id how farre they
owe obediéce,id would no morebe Jed
by their deuilitheand vngodlie luftes,
as they haue bene and yet are pre-
fentlie,
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Then woulde their Pririces and yfthey
Rulers alfo geue them felues with all knewen-
diligence, to ftudie and applie the fame Zhily howr
Lawe of God: then woulde they do no- ';i"? and
thinge them (elues, nor commande o- :_’?;;“h
thers, where in they where not affured ,;;h-,’d”-m
to pleafe him . Then woulde they lear- ges here
ne to obeye God , which now rebel a- pentionsd
gaynfthim: and ro folow the examples com: to
ofthe Godlic kings an{ Rulers , hauing paffe.
the boke of the Lorde euer withcthem, Dew-17-
neuer [uffring it todeparte from them. _ & bok
Bur as worthie Iofua, Tofias, and Iofa- > "*¢

phat, to reade and ftudie in itday and ., 1.4
night, Notto declyne fromit them fel- .

ues, noryet to fuffer their fubiets the-
rin to be ignorit , which isthe onlic wi-
fedome of God and comforte of all
mens confciénces. Then (hulde the Ru-
lers loue and prefleruetheir fubieétes.
And the fubieéts likewife reuerentlie
obeye their fuperionurs . To conclude,
then fhuld all be blefied of God, feared
of their enimies’, fure from all datigers,
voyde of all idolatrie and falfe religio,
and cllemed of all, nations the wyleft
and mightiefte people ypon the earthe,
as God promifled to Ifrael, folonge as
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Rem.13.

they (hulde Iyue.
CHAPDP IX

Anfwors raile comsraric obiections of fuch as teache
all maner ofobedignce to Mugr(lratste be lawful,
taken furshe of the New: T ¢ fument,

S gEs Vi for asmuche as the-
W\ \2ZA re is nothing {o mani-
24 li‘% RIS
Ry s
4

feft and true , which is

e J

=% not cither obfcured yt-
Mg )2°) terlie by contrary rea-
e/ 55 fons of mans brayne
Ere o). fons of mans brayne,or
ells dilcredited by other places of Scrip
ture wrogfully vnderftade and applyed
by many: I haue here thoght expedient
before I&:roccadr anie further, forthe

betser eftablifhing of the trueth , toan-
fwer and fatilhie, fo far as (hal pleale
God to geue vntome, all fuche reafons,
auorities,and Scriptures,asare alead-
ged tothe contrarie: to the intent that
we may not onlye fee the trueth, and fo
beftyrred to imbrace it, butalfo maye(
pie the faliehod, 4d learne to auoyde it:

And becaufe amongeft all other au-
&orities id real6s, there isnone of grea
ter force thé that whichis wryteninthe
Epiftle of §.Paul to the Romains:we will

The firfie firlte of all others begin with it,Let eve~
obiegiion . rie foule ( faithhe ) fubmitt him felf
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to the auctoritie of the higher powers:
for thercis no power but of God, and
the powers that be , are ordeyned of
God . Who foruer therfore refifteth
power , refifteth the ordinance of God:
and they that refift, fhal receane vnto
them {elues damnation. Here((ay they)
is a general doGrine affirmed by the A-
poftle, that euery man (none excepted):
muft be{nbiedte to fuperiour powers:
and iﬂ:urry marn mufte be fubie@,none
oght todifobey.

Befides this ; beholde the Apolile
doth not barely affirme this propofi -
110, (ayig:Euvery perfon(for that he mea
nethe by cuery 11:'rule) mult be fubie&e
tothe Magiftrates and Rulers, of what
condition fo cuer he be, but proucth
the fame with a mofte fure argument ga
thered of theordinance of God: becaule
there is no power but of God. And ther-
fore te refifte powers , is to refifte God
him felf, whofe ordinance it is. And not
contented with one reafon , he con=
firmeth the fame witha nother depen-
ding of Gods punifhments, which he
hath appoynted for all them that re-
fifte , which is , to receaue to them
felyes dampation for their wranfgrefsio:
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fothat they coclude,that it is not onely
Paules auétoritie ‘thac maketh all men
fubiccteto their fuperiours(which not-
withftanding were fufficient, being the
Apoltle of Chrifte ) butalfo the fame is
by good and f{tronge realons con =
firmed.

Anfewere Inanfiering to 1h?s otmie_&ion, I will
not lenge holde you in rédring the cau-
fe;which as we may probably gether

The canfe mouid the Apoftle to write this to the

wherfore Romains cocerning obedience totheir

the Apoflis fuperiours: but infow wordes touche fo

warme- muche as feemeth néceflarie.It may a-

b H Te:m: very credible (which fome God-

Lo write. & -

ie and learned do wryte) that amégeft
the Romayns , after they had receaued
the Golpel,therewere many vnder that
name , which woulde bedeliuered from
all fubie&ion : thinking the office of
Magiftrates nomore neceflarie to them
that profeffed Chrifte : as do thisday

Anabap. the Anabaptiftsand Libertins. Ochers,

wfis. who had bene oncefreed fromtribute

ksbartine and cultome paying, to {trange Magi-
ftrates ,woulde therattake an occafion
by preaching of the Gofpell to paye no
more tribute to their fuperiours. Such
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were diuers of the lewes, who cofited it Denyars of
for abodage. And that kide of feéte was iribuse
rayfed vp euen in Chriftes dayes; as ap-
peareth whé the Pharifies fent theirdif~
ciples with Herodes (erudtes to knowe.
his iudgment,whither itwere lawful for
themto paye tribute to Cafar or no.
And in the Aétes 5 Gamaliel maketh
mention of one Iudas ‘Galilzus, which
was autor of that feéte, and moued mu-
che trouble amogeft the people, fayng:
Itwas not lawful topaye tribute. By
thefe and fuche like opinions, the A-
poftle (perccauing the office of Magi-
ftrates to come in to contempte , and
men to efteme it not lawful, which God
him felfordeyned in defence of hisre-
ligion and Ciuile policie ( was moued
to wryte as is before mencioned.exhors
ting all men toefteme the office of Ma-
giftrates as Gods ordinance, and to o-
beye them whom God had ‘appoynted
Rulers ouer them. '
Thenasthe Apoftle wrytesh we con-
feffe , and fo muche ashefpeaketh we
graiite , that is, that all men are bownd
to obey fuch Magiftrates , whome God
hathe ordeyned ouer vs lawfully ac-
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cordingto hisworde, which ruleinhis
feare according o theiroffice ; as God
hathe appoynted . For thogh rhe Apoft-
le faith : There is no power but of God:
yet doth he not here meane anie other-
powers,but fuchas are orderly and law-
fullie inflitute of God . Etherels(hulde
he approueall tyranny and opprefsion,
which cometh to anie common welth

by means of wicked and vogodlie Ru-
lers , which are to be called rightlie di=
forders, and fubuerfions in comon wel-
thes, and not Gods ordinaunce . For he
neuer ordeyned anie lawes to approue,
butto reproue and punifhe tyrantes, i-

""'a"'"’?‘ dolaters, papiftesand oppreflors. Then
vefife ty  hen they arc fuche, they are not Gods

rantes and
Setnot Go
dus ovcdi-
BB .

ordinaunce. And in difobeying and re-
filting fuch , we do not refifte Gods or-
dinaiice,but Sati,and our fynne,which
tsthe caufe of fuch . Orels, ifwe fhall
{o conclude with the wordes of the A-
By the pa- poftle , that all powers what {o cuer
f:i:"f-f'f they be muftbe obeyed and notrefi-
:m';ff,":“ fted ; then muft we confefle alfo, that:
wotiche Satanand all his infernall powers are
rified. tobeobeyed. Whyt becaufe they are
powers;
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powers and haue their powersalfoof
God, which cannot touche man any Iobrs,
farther then God permitteth. But S, fa- Lon.¢
mes geuethe vs, contrarie commande~
ment, faing: Refifte the deuel and he

will lee awaye from you,

And that the Apoftle Paule dothe!
foreltrayne his wordes to all lawfull;
owers ; 'we nede not to feke far of.
forin the feif fame Chiap: after he do- Theproffs
the expounde his mynde : that is  what ofthisas-
powers and Magiftrates he meaneth; /W
Such(fairh he)asif thou doeft well, thou
nedefle not to feare, bur if thou doeft e~
uel.And agayne wilt thou be out of fea-
re of the power? Do wel then : and (o
fhalt thou be prayfed of the fame . For
he is the minifter of God for thy welthe,

But if thou doeft euill,feare: for he bea-
reth notthe fivorde fornoght : for heis
the minifter of God, to take vengeance
of them thatdo euill 8¢ . Whereby we
may playnly voderftade,that althoghe,
heflaithe, There 1s no power but ofGod:
yet he meaneth fuche power asis his or-
dinace and lawfull: whofe office ftideth
inthefe two poyntes,to deféd the good,
and to'punifhe the eucl:not to be feared
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for wel doing, but for euil,to whom the

fworde is geuen for that purpofe. And

tofuch,with the Apoftle we gratitalfo,

.. that euery perfone muitbe ipbftead

Thepapifls ghedient : for the y are Gods ordinaun-

:F::,;;m ce . And to difobey or refiite fuch, isto

o difobey and relifte God him (elf. And
f - : il

therfore do deferue iultlie to receaue

Gods punifhment,which,as the Apoftle

threatneth,is damnation. And this ma-

kethe nothing agaynft our former fen-

gence , but rather confirmeth the fame:

approuing no obedicnce but that whi-

cEis lawfﬁl, that is to fay,according to

Gods appoyntment and ordinance , as

doth more euidétly appere in his wor-

des folowing:partly in that he demaun-

deth obedienceto fuch for confcience

{ake,and not for feare of vengeance o-

nely.As thogh he would faye:fo farreis

it from reafon and Gods wordethata-

py man {hulde difobey or contemne

the Magiftrates, ordeyned by God to

unifhe vice and mantayne vertue,that

Ec nedeth no other to reproue him of

evilin {o doing ,then his owne propre

célcience, whichwill(iuftly examined)

teache him how Gods ordinance oght

to be
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to be reuerenced , efpecially feruing to
the preferuation of the people , in fup-
prn-ﬁ‘mg wickedneffe , and promoting
Godlynefle,

Forthat caufe he willeth afier to paye
their tribute,not to euery man that will
demande ( for volawfal demandes may
be lawfully denied ) but to whome tri-
bute belongeth, cuftome to whom cufto
me , feare to whom feare 5 and honour
towhom honour is due,

Obedience then he requireth ofall Obedience

mé,tribute alfo, cuftome, feare, and ho i, ;;maun

nor : butvnder this conditionofiuftice dud 1 .53
and &quitie ytorender thele ducties to men:but

them that haue infte title thereiito, And et wnder
whoarethey ; but (as I fayed before) codstron.
fuchas God hath appoynted to rule o-

ver vsin his feare,for our profir,and pre
feruation of the comon welthe?

To this allo dothe the fayng of 5. Pe- The fecona
terwel agree , thoghe it be broght in of - ebrcifé
the other partie toproue the contrary: "‘fl‘f”-w""
Submit your felues to enery ordinaiice ¥V 4*
of ma for theLordes {ake: whither it he
tokige astothe chicf, or vnto Rulers as
vnto them that are fentof him , for the
punifhment of euel doers,and the pray-

]
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fe of th&that do well . Beholde how Pe- th
ter here nether diffenteth from him felf | de
in his anlwere before to the Coale,nor go
here difagreeth from Paule, willig obe- 1
dience to kinges and inferior Rulers: fe.
not to all, butro fuch as are appoynted m;
to punifhe euill doers, and prayfe the :

contrary : and to difobey fuch, mufte m
nedes be condemned for wicked and in
wngodlierebellid . For fuche there were mt
as maye p!;l}’h‘.‘.\' appere by .S. Peters his

wordes folowing,w hiche vnder the pre- Sp
tence of libertie woulde couer and clo-
ke their malice. And this the Apoftle for

forbiddeth in all maner of [ubiedtes, pre

and iuftlye. (J(

e thyede But you will faye,the wordes of Pe- ﬁ“‘
cl

abicchion ter folowing concerning the obedience §
mndanfw- of [ernantes to Maifters, dothe charge 1gn
e vs fartherthen with godlie Rulers, and §f 17©

fuch as rule according to their office. § be
For to fernantes he writeth on this wi- le
COr

fe . Seruantes obeye your Maifters with |

all feare , not onely if they be goodand § 1€

curteous,but alfo thogh they be Frowar -

de': for fo the greke worde dothe fig- tice

nifie, a cobraus,frowarde, oraperfone § Y9

harde to pleafe and (elfe willy Ryhierof fir
Il’l'."‘}'
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 Pe- they will conelude,that Peter comman-
ifelf deth obedience to all kinde of perfones,
not good and bad: what fo cuer they com-
o mande muft be done. and why ? becau-
fers: fe he fo chargeth feruants to obey their
Atid maifters.
bk Neuertheles this istobe oblerued
fte in reading the wordes of Peter ( as alfo
and in all the holy Scriptures ) that we
Pl muft fo take themas they agree with
Kot him felf , and not agaynft him . Forthe
pre- Spirit of God changeth not his mea-
. ning: but what he {aithe once, he faythe
oftle for euer.Saint Peter here feemethto

Ses, preuent the obieion which feruantes

(defierous of libertie) might haue obie-
£Pe- ¢ted , being willed to obey their Mai-
ence | fters: asthoghe he would faye:T am not
arge | ignorantthat there are many Maifters

"~ .
,and | troblefome, frowarde, and importu -~
ffice. e ouer you : which are not fo gent-
swi- | lc and curteous towardes you as be- Of what
with || comethe them : well: that is their faut ™" of *

: P . + m,a;'ﬂn;
; and infi 2 W .
Janid rmitie , which you muft for Peter fpeg-

owar | Chriltes fake, whom you profefle, pa- |,
- fig- § tiently fuftayne and beare. For thogh
rfone | Your Maiitersbe roughe or frowarde(he
herof | faithgotwicked and vngodly)thatisno
KL%‘:;’ h. ii.
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e HOW TO OBEY
caufewhy ye fhuld not faichfully ferue
thom for the tyme of your feruitude, fo
longe as they willnoching of you, but
thit whichis good and godlie.

Then the mynde of S.Peteristhat the
(hreudneilt or frowardnes of Maifters,is
no lawful or iult occafionwhy the fer-
uantés fhulde bedifobediét. And asthis
isthe verie meaning of the Apoftle in
that p!.lc;-‘l'n 15 it not like thathe would
write contrarie to him felf, when he
fayed: God oght rather to be obeyed
then man. Nether can he be iudged con
trary tothe Apnﬂ:?-: P.aul, who bindeth
vpall lawful obediéce whith this knot,
In the Lorde:fpeaking vnto childré, ad
exhortyng thé toobeye their fFathers &
mothers. But how?(n the Lorde fiith he.
Andwhy? For thatis iuft . Thenif Paule
charge not children with further obe-
dience to their parentes, then in the
Lorde , to whom principaliie they are
by Gods commandement and nature
Bounde , will Peter bynde feruantes to
their Maifters anie further thé in the Lor
detAnd ifit be iufte obedience onlic whi
ch is in the Lorde:can ther be any lawful
ebediéce agaynlt him, cither o ¢hildté

: gowardes
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towardesther parétes, feruates towar- Caths

:Il{: des their Maifters,or fubieétcs rowardes wribic

Nigt their Rulers or_nlagiﬂr.ll:csf No, God is F",,“r.
the firlt and principal Father,Maifter 3d { opde ind

the Lorde,to wha firfte obedience mufte be marflers

i geuen as he doth demdde,and to others

(or- in him, and forhim onely , as we were

this taught atthe beginning.

s And that S. Peter had onely ref-

uld eéte tothe reu%h condicions of Mai-

T lers,and not totheir valawful comman

yed dementagaynft God and their confiien

o ce (which they are bownde to do for no

leth mans pleafure ) the wordesdo playnelie

108, witnefle. For this is thikes worthye((ai-

L ad the he)if:a man for conlcience towardes
God indure grief, fuffring wongfully.

s of

: 11:.. Forwhat prayleis it , if wheny e be buf
il feted for your fanlts,ye take it patient-

e lye :&¢ . Thenye fee themeanyng of
iha $ ., Peter is not to make vs [ubicéle
ol to anie euill or vngodlic commademen-

fiive tes , but to perfuade all feruantes not to

56 caft oftheir duetie, during the tyme of

Lob their fervitude, notwithflading they be ¢ Peterap

Jwht roughlie dealt with all of their Mai- o e

o fters, which thing is not fpoken here ofl;“:i.;:-:;:'

fdpe $ « Peter to ingourage or mayntayne mafkrsy
' h. i

rdes
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frowarde Mafters in their frowardnes,

nor yct to forbid the feruantes which

feare God to feke after Jaw ful remedie

. at the hades of [uperior powers,who for
Serwantes that caufe are ordeyned to feeiuftice ad
‘EP’ Lr 4 miniftred to all fortes of mé ,aswell to

feruantes as others:but that they fhulde
vy ‘4. 008 thike the [rarpnefle l:)qfrhcirl\'laiﬂers
guinfitheir T0 b 2 caufe fufficiét to free them from
maifters. doing their duetie vpo the other parte.
In like cale may we conclude of Prin

How far ces 3d Magiftrats, thogh they be rough
wicked  and frowarde : yea, thoghe before God
i:;‘;: they are wicked , vngodlie , and repro-
obeyed.  DAtE perfons (as was Saule)yet fo longe
astheirwikednefle brafteth not out ma-

nifeftly agaynft God,id his Lawes, but
outwardly will fee them obferued and
kept of others,punifhing the tranfgref-
fors,and defending the innocent: fo lon
ge are we bounde to render vnto fuch,
obedience asto cuill and roughe Mai-
fters:becaufe we may not takeGods of-
fice in hande to iudge of the harte any
farther then their outwarde deedesdo
geue manifelt teftimony . Otherwife ; if
without feare they tranfgrefle Gods
Lawes them felues and cémande others
todo thelike, thenhaue they loft thag

sy feke
dawfull
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honor and obedience which otherwile
their fubjeétes did owe vnto them: and
ozht no more to be taken for Magiﬂ'r&*
tes:but }-.uniﬂmd as private trafgreflors,
as after 1 haue promifed to proue.
Here yato they adde the faying of Y
otr Sauiour Iefus Chrifte to Peter,whi- T he fourth

chbad him put vp his fworde, afterhe ;!;:{io;

had frické the feruatof the high Priefts 1,18,
and cut of his eare:not mynding by the
{worde to make frefiftance . Wherevpon
they gather that althogh it be lawful in
do@rine and preaching for the feruants
of God to withftid and reproue the eni-
mies, as Chrift him felf and his Apoftles

did: yet it is not permitted todo the fa-
me by anie outwarde or bodely for-
ce. Forthé as Chrift an{wered; he might
haue obtayend of his Father r2. Legions
of Angels for his defence.

To this we (hall fone anfwere, if we Anfware.
confider who fpake this,to whom, and
forwhat canfe it was fpoké. Which cir-
cumftances well waied , genea great
light to alllike facs and fayinges. Firlt
we muftdiligently confider the office
of our Sauiour Iefus Chrifte , which
asit was in all poyntes fpirituall,afwell

h. uii.
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concerning his kingdomewhich he him
fiIf afirmeth not to be of this woi Ide,
as his Priclthod and Prophecie : euen
{o for his awne parte , coulde he vle ao
temporal force or power for the accom
plefbment of the fame, becaufe he de-
nicth that he either came to raigne in
thisworlde,orellsto bea iudge therin:
as he anfwered the man , which would
haue had him to comande his brother to
deuide the landes bewixt them , fayng:
Man, who made mea iudge or deuider
ouer you?And being demanded ro geue
iudgment agaynit the woman takenin
adultrie, he woulde not take thatoffice
vpon him, but fayd vnto the woman,
when heraccufers were gone:Nether do
I condemne thee: go thy waye,and [yn-
ne no more,

Thus asconcerning Chriftes owne
perfone,who had all thinges and powers
both in heauen and in earth at his co-
mandement, it iseuvident that he woul-
de vfe no temporal power agaynit his
enimies : for rl::u he was not therwith
charged. Which exapletaketh not waye
the office or duetie of [uch asarechar-

ged
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ged withthe téporall fworde, to vieit
indefence chicflye of Gods glorye,and
the preferuation of thofe thatare vo-
der them,

Sceondly why he forbad Peter alfo,
and in him ali the refte of the Apoftles,
we cannot be ignorant. For who kno-
weth not thatthe Apoftles were wit-
nellesof Tefus Chrilte chofen forthe of
the worlde(as Sohn faithe)notto de-
fende their Mailter by the temporall
fworde (for that were to vlurpe vpona
nother mans office , not apperteyninge
tothem ) towhom onclie the fpirituall
fworde was comitted , to fizht manful-
lie with it agaynft the worlde , Satan
and all (pirituall powers. For as the A-
poftle fah: Thoghe we walke compal-
fed with the flefhe, yet do we net warre
ficfhlie.For the weapds of our warrfare
are not carnall thinges, but {tronge by
thepower of God to caft downe holdes:
wherwith we ouerthrowe imaginatios
ofeuery high thioge thatis exalted a-
gayn(t the knowlege of God, and brin-
ge in to captiuitic euery thoght tothe
obediéce of Chrifte. Wherfore ﬂ'if__{ the
effice of the Apoftles alfo is (pirituall,

b4 J’;_‘p Pea
oy s
forbydes
i the

[wo rdes
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lohy.17+

E}‘-!’:__I’.G.
Hebr 4.

1. Cor.10-




. HOW T O OBEY
astheir Maifters was:and had onely rpi—
ritnall weapons to v{e inthe defence of
the Gofpe Ii,\‘.'hcn':fth: y were minifers:

The abfur 1L15N0T gnf-d reafon to conclude their
dite of this. purpole, that ,"1!:?![:'”."".1-_'5 and otherin
regfon.  ferior officers, oghr not tovle the tem-
porall fworde in defenfe of e ligion:be-
caufe Chrifte woulde not (uffer Peter to
fight with the temporall fworde.But ra-
ther as Chrifte requireth of Peter and
of all the reft,the faithfull vle of the fpi
rituall fworde , where with they were
charged,or ells they fhulde be fubie&e
to malediction and iudgmét: Forwo be
1.Cor.9. tome(faith Paule)if T preachenot : e-

A, the pre véfo may not they efcape indgment ad
achers are thecurfe of God, which vfe not thetem
charged to porall fivorde comitted voto them with
vlethefpi- all indeuour in the defence of Gods

rimal -~ " olorie and his Church,wherewith ene-
Sworde,o S

weile - Jyman is ;‘h.’n‘p ed, according tohisvo
miber, Cation and power,none except.

;Z:iﬁ:lnh Tobe ﬂ;prrc-‘if'nnr Savionr Chrift (hud
Jet forthe de,as he might by his pnwrr.l\:-r-y with-
Cn;:"-ng ﬂ:.m'_l rf*.t-' Tewes t]mr cimerto appri hend
poralfw- him and put him to death, how fhuld he
orde. haue dronken of that cup which his Fa-
ther had geuen him? That is,how fhufl—

<
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de he b}' his deathe and pfl!.'&i(‘lﬂ haue

rédemed vs,for which caule he came in Rom.g.

to the worlde : notto haue his liffe raké 1
from him agaynfthis will, but willin-
glie to lay it downe for all.

Then we fee that there is nothing in
this faying of Chrifte to Peter, which
can condemne lawfull refifting of vo=
godlie Rulers in their vngndiy com-
mandementes. For thogh it was profi-
table to all men that Chrift without a-
ny refiftance (hulde be crucified; being
the {acrifice appoynted of God theFa-
ther to faluation : yet is it not therfore
Jawfull for the inferior officers , or per-
mitted tothe fubiectes,to fuffre the
blafphemie and opprefsion of their (u-
periors to ouerflow their whale coun-
trie and nation , when both power and
meansis geuenvnto them lawfully to
withftand ir, and they by their pmﬂ-f—
fion and office are no leffe boundeto
putitin execurion.

CHAP. X.

Obiseltions out of the olde 'I‘cjf.;rrlmr,amd‘ Anfwers
o the fime.

ohn. LO.
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HOW TO OBEY

» His muche being fpoké
g to fatifhe {uch obietti-
24 757, onsas are comonlye al-
' )»\{»;_ ledged forthe of the
; 5"“1 New Teftiment: et vs
c2izt—bi# (ce allo what may be fay
edagayult vsinthe old, and afrer what
forte they may betruely anfwered. Ie-
remic they alleadge in his letter fent
from lerufalem tothe captaynes in Ba-
bylon,to the Pricfts and Prophetts, and
to all the people of Ifracll that then we-
rein Babylon, counfelling them how
to behaue them felues, and to efcape
danger . The effe® wherof was thist
not to rebell, that they might efcape,
but to remayne ftill and abide theap-
poyntedtyme of the Lorde: yea,to fe-
ke the peace ofthe Citic wherinto God
had broght them, and to prayeto God
forit. For (faithe he) with the peaceof

that Citie,(hall your peace be alfo.
And the like is wryten in Baruch the
. Prophet tending to thefameend , that
they fhulde pray forthe longe liffe of
Nabuchadnezer id Balthazer his {6ne,
that voder their (haddow(that is prote~
-&ion ) they might lyue and ferve them
a longe

Puin by gep el B P
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1 Tonge tyme. Wheerin(faye they) two
things areto be noted ag{saynﬂ our o-
pinion. The firfte, that he forbiddeth
them to rebell, and exhorteth them pa-
ciently to abide the tyme appoynted of
their delyuerance. The feconde; that
they are bownd to pray fortheireni-
mies, and welche of their Cities, and
therin al{o are bounde to obey them.
This Epiftle or letter of Ieremie fent
to the lewes at Babylonthen captiucs,
we maye notdeny to be his : thoghe of
the Prophecie of Baruch fomedo dou-
te,and efteme it not as Canonicall.Ne-
uertheles becaufe they tend botheto o-
ne effe &e in this matter,we will admit* op s
te bothe, Firfte, granting that theirco- b, Lere.
unfelle to quietnes and to abltayne i mie and
rebellion was good and neceflary + be- Barudh
caufe it proceaded fromthe Spirite of thas coli»
God and of knowledge,which [pakeor Jelled.
wrote nothing that God had not reue-
led vato them:and wherof they alfo
fhuld not admonithe others;to the intée
they might geue no credit to falle Pro-
phetes,which woulde {tirre them \'P to
fedition, perlwading them that they
fhulde not longe continewe in Baby-

Anwers.
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lTon y when as the Lorde had other wife
appoynted . Wherof when God affured

them by his Prophet , it muft nedesbe

counted extreame madnefe and rebel-

lion agaynft God, if they (hulde haue

e done the contrarie. Aswe reade of wi-
1-Kiages cked Achab,who crediting the flatterig
S coifelle ofthe falle Prophetes.difobey-~
ed God in conténng the tructh tolde hi

by Micheas:but to hisow ne dettructio,
Therfore this matter is fone alwered,

where we haue the fecrete counfelle of

God reueled ynto vs,admont I]:ing vsto

abide inany place, adnot todepartetil

he call vs:we are more then rebells to

do the contrarie, ad mufte fuftayne the
daunger worthelye. But thisis not our
queftis,whether we oghtto remaynein

The fate a0y place fo longe as God hathe com-
of the que- Il'l_.li‘dtd vs:but.whither we 0gl3t to do e-
Sfhon. uill at the commandement of Prince or
power , whereloener we be , or inwhat
eftate,be it never fo miferable, For tho-

gh Ieremie cotl¢lied théwithpacience
toremayne in Babylon, vet nether he,
norBaruch would permit thé to followe

the exaple of the Gétills there,in idola-

eric or euell doig: as the Epillle of Iere-

Aie
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mie (étalloto the Tewes captiuesin Ba Baruch. &
byl6 ad wrytten inthe pmprun of Ba-
ruch,doth abundantlic witnefle. And as
the exiples of Danielallo,Sidrach,Mifa
ch,id Abdenago doteache vs:which not
wihft mmq thu: Ci tpuumc, woulde not
obey the I..lgc\ comandemét to do euill.

Alfo in that they are w |[[edmpmy
for the good eftare of the Citie wherin
they dwelled,that is Babyl,and for the
loge liffe of Nabuchadnezer ad his [one
the cauleisalio alleadged,tothe térthat
thepna -e of that Citie lhuIJ alfo be the-

why the
ir peace: ad for that Nabuchadnezerad Pl
his fone [huld be their hadow ad prote ,, wyited
&i6,God fo movig their hartes. W nn:llm pray for
'caufes are fufficient why the people nf‘l.\d“ had
Godfhulde be thakfull,thatis, towifhefmezars low
well to the places and perfons where,id) gelife.
of whom they receaue any benefir,eflpe
cially peaceand prore&ron a5 was pro-
mifed to the Iewes in Babylon.
But what is thisto the purpofe2 Thele-

weswere comaded ofGod by the Prophe |
tes efpeciallieto tarry in Babyla,where
thé for their [yns they were captiues, be
caufeth éirowneCitie Terufale,adallth’
eir colitrie was deftroyed id {ubie&teto

Dane. 3.
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Whirfore
the lewres
'}F,':r.r'.fﬁ be
quict in
lnb}l!luvu.

Nabuchadnezer and there remayned
poother place where they might haue
peace,but in Babylon and vader his iu-
rifdiGon.Is this thena fufticicnt excu-
fe for you that inioye your countrie
and are charged with the defence ther-
of  to fuffer your felues willingly to be
fpoyled of Gods glory , and peace of
yl.m-mn'(im-cs,lhm is, true rehgion:
and you for the fame cauleto be op-
pre fied,remoucd and murtheredsto ge-
ue place not onely tothem that hate
you, but to the greateft enemies of
Chrift,the papiltes,and idolatrous Spa-
niards?

The Iewes were willed to be quiete
in Babylon,becaufe that they and their
brethren alfo difperced fhuid therby
finde more favourand comforte: (hall
you therfore forfake God and betraye
your countrie to bringe the vengean-
ce of God ad hishorrible plaguesvpo
your felues and your brethern,wherof
you haue alreadie felt fome portion?
The Iewes werewilled to praye for Na
buchadnezer and his fonne, for that by
them they {hulde paffe cuer a great
part of their captiuitie with peace, and
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be alloby them defended from other
enemies. Are youtherfore excufed,that
permit your feluesto be made apray ro
Satan, Antichrifte,and to all fortes of
Gods enimies,at the commandement of
an yngodlie woman? Who leeketh but
to confume the Englifhe nation,andin
theend to cut your throtes that nowe
are in auétoritie,whom (he vfeth as in-
ftrumeants), to bring her wicked purpo-
{es to palle,

Is your condition now all one with
the lewes? Indede brethrenitis like to
be muche worfe,and that (hortly with-
outGods vnfpeakable mercy:but as yet
their is fome difference. They were ca-
ptiues ad prifoners ynder their enimies,
in a ftrange countrie,but you are yet in
your owne countrie and howfes (thogh
mofte vonaturally you haue dryuen out
many by tyranny). You have yetyour
owne lawes amongeft you, that is, the
Lawe of God 3d of your Realme,if you
woulde vfe them:by the whichyouha-
ue had all L\ea ce ad quietnes. And in ¢&
temning thefe,ye fee in to what cale ye
are broght,and.in to what miferie, rea-
die to fall. You may yet with Gods hel-

!’
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e, and your endeuor promote his glo-
ry, vnderprop that Realme and comon
welth,which by your fallchod is fallig
into viter ruine. The fall wherof,you,id
yourschicfi rywhichhavnegreatidtcharge
{hall haue greattefte cauleto bewayle,

Ifyour Iefabell, thoghe fhe be an va.
lawfull Gouernefle , and oght not by
Godsword and your owne lawes to ru-
le,would feke your peace and protectio
asdid Nabuchadnezer to his captiues
the Tewes: then might youhaue fome
pretenceto follow Ieremies counfelle:
i that is,to be quiete , and praye for her
be pref'r - ltﬁ't',ifl_ne tfro:uld cofelle the onelie God
ved o your of the Chriftians , and not compell you
Tefabd in toidolatric nomore thendid Nabuchad
thessale mezer:who acknowledzed theGodofithe
of Ged. Tewes to be the true and cuerlafting
Nabsthad God,and gaue t he fame commadement
W des throughout allhis dominiés, Thatwhat
'{;_:".I_l foeuer people or nation fpake cuill of

™3 theGod of Ifraell fhuld be rentin pie-
I/ bel wer €€5;and his howle counted deteftable.
(hppeth For (faithe he) Ther isno other true
“Maoxin 44 God that fo coulde deliver his fernates,
canfeth o- as he did Sidrach Mifach ad Abdenago.
thers tods  But becaufe her doigestéd all ro the
thelike.  eonteariesthat isto blafpheme God, 3d

N :rllurﬁalf!




OR DISOBEY. _ 1

alfo compell all othersto do the like,
what cloke have youhet¢'to permitte
this wickednelle?

To be (horte,if (he at the burninge
of three hundreth Martyrs at the lefte,
coulde haue bene (atisfied ad vnfayne-
dly moued to confefle the true Chrifte
and Mefsias , and repented her former
rebellion in geuing contrarie comman-
dement to allher dominions, charging
thé 1o receaue agayne the true religion
and to expell all blalphemous idolatrie
ofthe peftilent papiftes: and that none
fhulde fpeake any euill agaynit Chrifte
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God and his Religio (as did Nabuchadnezer
bythe exiple of three per{6s onely,who

c!i;(;g the fire by the power of God coulde not

Fihe touche)then were (he more to b~_¢- }_mme
with,and reverenced as aRuler(ifit we-
Sene re lawfull for a woman to rule a;al‘l)
2 F.'nen were there alfo fome prqbaht!itm
ill of inthe reafons of the aduerfaries of this
do&rie.Otherwife as you nowlee,it ma
keth nothing at all for their purpofe.

A nother Argumét is galhered ofthe Th; f:_mmi
words written in the {ame Prophet Tere ° biection
ago. mie : fpeaking of the dominion which ::::{I;
5'the God was purPofed to geue ynto N:ﬂ?“‘

1, id chadnezer kigeof Babylo on thisiife:
A L
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HOwW TO OBEY

I haue made the earthe 3| mé(faithe the
Lorde) ad the beaftes vpo the earthe in
my {tregth and firetched ourhand, and
it do I geueto him that plealeth me.
And therfore haue I genéa'l this lande
in to the hands of Nabuchadnezer my
feruant. And all natios and mighue kin
Ees fhall ferue him,and till the ryme of
is landedo ceme, thatis, till [ vifite
him , and his countrie alfo.And it {hall
come to pafle,that T will vifite the na-
tion or kingdome which will not [erue
the kinge of Babell with fworde, fami-
ne,and peftiléce, Wherfore ferue ye the
kinge of Babell and lyue.Beholde,(aye
they , (who thinke itinno cale lawfull
to withftande vngodlie Rulers) This wi
cked kinge is coltitute of God,and ma-
de his feruante . And moreouer thofe
that fhulde withftand him , are curfed
and threatned with fword.famine , and
peltilence . And therforetodifobey fu-

che,mufte nedes be vnlawfull.
Nabuchadnezer as it is wrytten in Ie-
remie, iscalled the maule of the Lorde,
and his inftrumét of warre, by the which
hewas determyned to beate douneall
Nations and kingdoms,punifhing tl}gm
ar




OR DISOBEY. 133
f

or their fynnes and idolatrie. And ther~
fore the Lorde calleth him his fervate,
for that he hadchofé him to that office.
Nether oght we to maruell that God
will vle the labours of vngodlye perfo-
nes, feing all being his creatures are at
his commandement, as is Satan with all
his infernall fpirites. Then God,haning
appoynted Nabuchadnezer to this offi-
ce to be his tormentor,as well in (kour-
gingedd correting his owne pecple,as
indeftroyinge hisopen  enimies: it was
requifitethat God fhuld minifter yoro
him fufficient power, for theaccompli-
{hment of his determinat counfeile 5
which theLorde did in fuch abundance,
as'no Nation was able to refifte him,
that fhuldnot perifhe eiiher with the
{worde of Nabuchadnezer, or famine,
either els inthat theLorde hi felf would
from heaven fighton his parte withe
the plague oneﬁiltncc.

And of thiswhat thing ¢ls gather we,
but firfte the purpofe of Teremie: that
was to drawe the lewes fré their follie,
w hich after they had once forfaken the
Lorde by rebellion, did thinkealfo by
their policie to efcape Gods appeynted

1. 1,
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Themea-
nm{clf Jrlc
ij it .

punif!nni: No nio, woulde Icremie fay:
itis 1o Lite;and ye are to weake to fight
againifte EI\L Ebfde whofeWarke thie i is.
when ye¢ were Lordes within your fel-
ues, and had full hibertie to honor your
Lorde'God,accordige 1o the Lawes whi
che he gaue vnto you, and whercby ye
wére Aflured to lyue without feare of all
natis,you wolde not.And therfore{h-
all you ferue a {trange kinge , ftrange
lawes,and a firage nation til you be wel
corre@ted dd humbled:till you haue felt
by experience what anineftimable ¢6-
fortitis to haue the livinge Lorde to be
your, k:nc{ ad gouernour . And therfor
woulde Teré.fiy,Serue Nabuchadnezer.
Seinge thé this is the appoynted pla-
gue of God for difobeyinge him and his
Lawes,to ferue fhrange kinges,and to be
captiues.you are lurcb) warned id ta-

'nghr ratherto turnewith all fpede tothe

lininge Lorde,and to fet vp his true rel-
igi6 againe,that he may defend you:
thé in proceadinge in your blalphemye
for the comandement and feare ofany
creature,to haften Gods wrath and In-
dgements. The Ifraelites becaufe they
woulde not receaue theoft admonmots_
0
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of Gods P, ophetesto feare the Lord;co-

fay: oulde not afterwarde eflcape his plagues,

hght nor the feare of men: no more thal you

S 15, (6 inhabiters of Englade)without fpee-

-fel- die repétance efcape the Spaynilhe pla-

your gue of adoulterous Philippe whom the

whi Lorde will makehis fworde and maul to

y ye beate downe your townes and Citics,ad

f all to deuoure the people therof,For feinge

e (h- you have with the Ifraclit: s forfakéthe mas 50-
inge fwere ad plrfanl:yoke of God and Chri ke is wn-
> wel fte his Sonne:you (hal indure the impor fpporias
felt table yoke of thiscruell and beaftly na- bl

co- tion.

obe But what,(hall we obey then fay you?

rfor Yes verely:but againit your wills in ca.

26T, ptiuite and thraldom, as did the I(raeli-

pla- tes in Egyptand Babylon,to (erue therma

1 his withyour Eodyes and goodes, Seingeye

obe woulde departe with nothinge to ferue

| ra~ our Maifter and Sauiour Chrift, thinke

ythe you to efcape this Ly obeyinge your

rel- wicked Rulers? By wiatother means

jou: haue you fallen into the Landes of your

nye enemies,but by thiskinde cfobedience

any onely?Whiche as you have harde fuffici

u- ently proued,is in Gods fight plaine di-

hey febedience and rebellion . But yeu

tios i ii.

of
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will {ay:Teremiewilled the Iewesto fer-
ue Nabuchadnezer which was a wicked
Prince , and then with cutthe feare of
God,and therfore are we bownd to fer-
ueourQuene, thoghefhe be anvngo-

dly idolatres? Teremie peaketh but of

hatobe- 9'Y g I [
E‘,,,-::a,,:d bodely feruice,and fuch as (ubie@es o=
ferusce le- we to their fuperiours in Ciuile ordi-

remie re-

quireth.

naunces , and outwarde doinges, and
notto defile their confciencesin “om-
mitting euill . For in fuche lhiEes, both
God and his Prophetes , and the exam-

ples ofall the godly do forbid all obe-
diéce. They were made {ubietes to the
kinge of Babylon to ferue him with

their bodiesand goodes, as were his o~
wne people: and alfo to paye tribute to
him as did ffrangers,which he had like-
wife fubdued. The which thing was for
their punifhment. And therfore of due-
tic they mult patientlie beare them.
Thé in fewe wordes I anfiwere,that al-
thoghe it be mojte lawfull with patien-
ce to beare the punifhment of the Lor-
de forenr fynne , and not to repine or
rebell agaynfit:yet isit our parte ne«
uertheleffe,and bownden duety, to de-
fende and mayntayne the caul{ of God

with
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withall our might:and to whithftand all
manerof aduerfaries ; euen to the loffe
of our goods and liues: being ever affu-
red of this promefle of our Sauiour and
Maifter, That he that lofeth his liffe for
his fake,fhall finde it:and he that lofeth
father ormother , frindes orgoodes in
his caufe,fhall be rewarded an hundreth
folde in thisworlde, and inthe worlde
to come with liffe euerfafting.

Itis not then wifedome to repine
attherodde when it is layde vpon ys to
beate vs, but toreturne backe to our
mercifull Father withvnfayned repen-

Md.f"

tance, calling for mercy before hande Godes pla-
whiles hedoth but menacevs.And ther- gees ech 2o

fore the threatning orcounfelle of Ie-

moRe vy o

remie, isbut anadmonition for vsto o- Tepentance
beye God intruereligionwhan we ha- and not to

ue tyme:that therby we may efcape the
like plagues : id no deféce atall for our
vngodlie behaviour in yelding to the
deuilifhe decrees of anie vngodly Ma-
giftrates, what names or titles foeuer
they beare . For this an{were ofthe A-
pcfr?es muft euer more preuvaile : God
muft be obeyed rather then man. And
there is no obedience in euil thatcan

bardzn »

ins entli.
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pIeal"e the :i]mi'shti:‘.

Lafte of all we hauve to confider the
T.F)e'l';’,f;rdt fa I'l‘.llii_’:‘ and dl)'fn!_:c of the worthie ferua-
ebicclion . pre of God the kmgc ancl p,"ophct Da-
uid , whowoulde not Jift vp his hand a-
gainfte kinge Saule,notwithffanding he
Jought to haue murihered Danid,ﬁlige:
God forbid that I ihoulde totuche the a-
noynted of the Lorde:and why {Becaufe
he is the anoynted of the Lorde. 1fit be
not lawfull thé totouche the kinge be-
caule he isthe Lordes anoynted :it is li-
kewife volawfull to difobey or refifte,

forthat he is the Lordsanoynted.
Anfwere _To whiche I anfwere, that to confider
the bare wordes, it wonldefeeme true as
they fay: but wayige the caufe,the mat-
The canfe teriseafie toanfwere. The occafion wh-
why Da- erfore Saul, hated Dauid,was forthat he
widwas  knewe he fhould [ucceade him in- his
hatedof 1o odome, As Saule him feife doth con-
Sule. . geffein the (ame Chapter,{aynge: 1 kn-
owe of a fuertie that thou fhalt reigne,
3.54.24 andthat thekingdom of ifraell {hal be
eftabliffhed in thy hande . Swere to me
therfore by the Lorde,that thou wilte
not cut of my {eed after me,nordeftroye
my name¢ frome my fathers howfe. This
beinge

1.5414
and.49.
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beinge thé Dauids owne priuate caufe, Noweoghe
itwasnot lawfull for him inthat cafe to ‘o rewenge
feke his owne reuengemér:efpecially in ™ #%wne
murtheringe violently his anoynted ki- f’:::"
nge,and theanoynted of the Lorde . For
itis not written of Saule,that he was an
idolatrer or conftrayned his people to
worfhippe ftrange Gedes,nor yet was a-
boute to fel thé to the enemies of God
the Philiftines, againft whom he foghte
manfully and many tymes. Netherthat
he wasan open opprtﬂhr and cotemner
of the Lawes of God, as are this day all
the rulers in miferable England . And
therfore Dauid beinge but a private

man, coulde haue done no violence to
his kinge without Godes efpecial infpi-
rati6, exceptin reuéginge hisprivatcau
fe he had viurped Gods office and !bghtﬂ-“!"’“‘;'

to haue eftablithed him felf in his kirig_‘;"";"?.‘-?
3 Bl

dome,not taryige the Lords appoitmeét. ©
But where as the kingesorRu- o »
lersare become altogether blalphemers p;.q o
of God , and npprcﬂ’brs and mur tl*.cr(’:'sJ;f,rP_—”,_.}'a,e
of their fubiectes , then oght they to be mentof the
accopted no more for kinges or lawfull fmea: prs
Magiftrats, but as private mé: and to bemat perjes.
examined, accufed, condemned and pu-
nifhed by the Lawe of God, wherunto
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they are and oght to be fubie&, and
being conuicted and punifhed by that
Lawe,it is not mas,but Gods doing:who
as he dothe appoynre fuch Magiitrates
ouer his people by his Lawe , fo doth he
condemne ai-W::l them as the people trall
grelsing agaynfte the Lawe . For with
God ther isno refpecte of perfones, as
hereafter folowith more largely.

Thus we fee that althoghe Dauid
thoght it not lawful in his priuvate caufe
to touche Gods anoynted, yet are no
people or nation therby céftrayned ei-
ther ot obeye their anoynted in vnlaw-
ful demandes, or els forbidden ro with-
ftand the open tranfgrefsion of Gods
Lawes and mans. Forin that cafe Saules
feruauntes would not obeye him, com-
mandinge them to murther Ahimelech
and the reft of the Leuites id Pricftes:(a
that not to withftand fuch rages of Prin
Dew.17. €€s intyme according as the Lawe re-

quireth ( which commandeth that the
cuill be taken forth from amogeft you)
is to geue them the bridle to all kynde
of milchiffe,to fubuerte alf Lawes of
God and man,to let will rule for reafon,
and therby to inflame Gods wrathe

agaynlt

1.5am 22
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agaynft you , wholy, as your felues in
Englande are this day an example toall
natios and people that beare the Name
of Chrifte.

Thefe are the obieétions for the mo
fte parte,or at the leaft the chicfelt,whi-
ch are comonly alleadged agaynitthis
veritie mofte playne and euidente:: that
Isthat there is no obedience to be a-
lowed agaynft God , which isnot in his
fight dilobedience. Alfo thatit is law-
full forall men according to their vo-
catio to refilte to the vitermolt of their
power all fuch as are open enimies of
God, and labour to make them flaues to
Satan. Thefe obiections as you playniy
fee,make nnthing to the carrarie: but if
they fhall be depely confidered , dora-
ther ftrongly confirme the fame. Ther-
fore deare brethern, let noman feareto
fhewe him felf Gods fernante openly,
and to forfake in tyme the fhamefull
bodage of Satan,to call back the trueth
of Gods worde agay ne,wherby ye were
oncein freedome both of confciéce and
bodie : and vtterly to abolifhe all vile
papiftrie the dofirine of deuils, and
oncly caufe of all your calamitic ,

Theebie -
Ehons do
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both of bodie and foule.

CHAP XL

Leappereeyneth wot onely to the Magiftrates and al
eiher infurior officersto fee that their Princes be
| fubiect ta Gods Lawes , butte the comon peaple
" alfo: wherby the tyrannie of the Princesand re-

Bellion of the fubiecls may be anoyded.
. O refifte enill and 1°
-. h\&.}s mayntayne goodnefle,
S5 to honor God truely and
% to expel idolatrie, euery
i man will confefletobe a
guod and godly acte,ad
cannot but highlie commende the wor-
kers therof, as men acceptableto God,
and worthie members of a comon wel-
the:but when men cafider the daungers
and dilpleafures,which commonly hap-
pen to {uch , then is therg great curtefie
madewho firlt fhall take the enterprife
in hand : and longe difputations made
whither it be their duetie orno:and to
what fortes of menit dothbelong, as
thogh any were exempted out of that
nomber which do profefle the Name of
God. Ifthe fuperior power be an idola-
trer or a cruel tyrant fupprefsing true
religionand murthering the Sainctes ZIF

Go
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God ( as Iefabel of England doth with
all her rable of papiltical Bithopps, and
‘hauelinges)who s fo ignorant of God,
or deftirute of all humanitie ornatural
iudgment,that wil not aknowledge fuch
a one to bevnworthie the focietie of
the godly and honeft: muche lefle to
haue the auétoritie and rule ouer great
nations and whole kingdoms?

And not with out caule. For bythe
Ciuile Lawes,a foole oridiot borne,and
fo prcaucd,ﬂm]l lofe hislandes and inhe~
ritance wheruntoheis borne, becaufe
he is not able to vie thema right: but ef
pc(ilﬂy oght inno cafe to be [uffered
to haue the regiment of a whole nation
or kingdome . And it is mofte certeyne
that there is no {uch euil can cometo a-
ny comon welth by fooles and idiots, as
dothe by the rage and furie of vngodly
Rulers, maynteyners of idolatrie ad ty-
rannie . For follie hath comonly ioyned
with it fimplicitie , voyde of malice and
eafie to be ordered:but idolatrie and ty
ranie refebleth more the nature ofwilde
beaftes,cruell beares,ad ragig lyds, thé
the cdicion of ma.For fimplicitie, they
are replenifhed with craftines.for loue,

The gon-
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they fhew malice: and for patience, fu-
riousrage ad madnefle and beinge bor-
neas it werea comé plague toall men,
cannot once ftudie for the preferuation
of a fewe.

This befides reafon, experience tea-
cheth allmen to be mofte true, that it
were better to haue anie foole , the fuch
an vntamed beafte to be ouer thé . And
that fiiche being altogether with out
God, oghtto' haue no aultoritic ouer
the people of God, who by his worde re
quireth the contrarie as is mofte mani~
felte. Andyet to punifhe, and depofe
fuch a oneaccording to the commande-

* mét of God, there is none that thinketh

it Lawfull: or at the leaft will confefle it
to appertayne voto them, eithertodo it
them [clues,or to fee it done by others.
As for the wicked coun(ellers , they are
playne Gnatos and flatterers , thinkin

their office to be applyed vnro their ki-

appeites of ges and Quenes will, as thogh they had
ther pite no charge of the whole Realme . And

[1.5

therfore will labour to copafle nothige
but that which their Princes luft after,
ormay at the leaft pleafe them,not paf-
fing if the whole Realme do perithe , fo

they
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they maye obrayne their favours. Su-
che, Achitophels delerue to haue Achi-
tophels rewarde, for their deuilithe coti-
felle with out mercie. And as it iswith
them,fois it with the refte of all eftates,
as before hath bene touched.Neuerthe-
lefle,the matteris fo euident ypon their
partes, that all will cofeffe that it chief~
ly belogeth toinferior Magiftratsto fec
aredrefle in fuch difordres:and they thé
felues can not well deny it.

But as touching the comon and fym-
ple people , they thinke them felues vt-
terly difcharged , whither their Prince
be godlic or vngodlye,wife.or foolifhe,
apreferucr of the comon welthe orells
adiftroyer, all is one to them,they mu-
ftebe obedient , becaufe they are igno-
rant y and mufte be led them {elues , not
meete to leade others. And becaufe their
doinges are counted tumultes and re-
bellion (exceprthey be agreable to the
commandmentes , decrees, and procea-
dinges of their fuperior powers and Ma
giftrates,and (hal in doing the contrary
beas rebells punifhed)therfore of all o-
thers( fay they)we haue leaft to do, yea
nothing at allwithe the doinges ofour

The vaine
excufe of

the comiz

cople.
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Rulers [ Yfthey rulewell, we {hall Fare
the better : if they be vngodly they ha-
vethe more to anfwere for their yngod-
lyneffe . What haue we todo with their
matterstThus do all fortes of men from
the higheft to the louctt flyppe their
heades out of the coller = and ascareles
P:‘rfones not palsing which end goeth
furwarde , geueththe brydlew holieto
theic Rulers till deftruction remediles
ouerflowe all.

To the intent therfore that thisfim-
plicitie, ignorace, and {ubieftion of the
inferior people;do not dltogether blyn.
de them, and caule them ( as hitherto it
hath bene proued almoft in all places
and countries) tofuffer them felues like
brute beaftes rather then reafonable
creatures, to be led and drawen ‘where
(oeusrtheir Princes commandementes
hauecalled: cither to arme them felues
agaynft Chrift theirSaviour in ouerthro
wing the truthe of his Gofpel to bringe
in Anticlrifte and papiftriczor elsto fy-
ghr agaynit their owne brethern thefer
vites of God, to robbe them,expel them
out oftheir one howfes, pofelsions and
countrie’, to torment them and cruelly

Pu[
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put them to death. as thoghe the coman
dementofthe Prince coulde make that
lawfull , which God forbiddeth as dete-
ftable: as thoghe they being made in-
ftruments to their Princes in executing [grorance
vngedly tyramnie, (hulde not be parta- b T
kers likewife with thé of Gaods vengeice ﬁ_':_:';:"
in the daye of his dreadfull vifitatia,whe 7/
nether their 1gnorace can excufe, them,
nether comandement of kinge or Prin-
ce defende thé , but they wnrkinge wic-
kednefle with their Rulers thall drinke
of the fame cup with them alto.

Totheintent (1 faie)that they [hul-
de be no more {o blynded, nor runne
headlonge(asthey do)ro theirawne de-
ftruétion: I haue thoght good morcover
and befides that which hitherto hathe
bene fpoken in general { wherof not -
withftanding they might allo gather
what belongeth ro themin their condi-
cionandeftate)to [hewe vnto them mo
re-efpecially what may be demanded
of comon people by Gads worde , and
what the people alfo may lawfully
deny todo by the fame worde of God,
Which asit oght to be permitted and
preached, to all men in general : fo

k. ii.




148 HOW TO OBEY

{hulde itbe the comon and onely rule

whetby to frame and ordre all'mens

lines and doinges.

" And to auoyde all incomodities

that are accuftomed to happenin all co-
Towextre mon welthes,as wel vpon the Magiftracs
it .. pargeas of the people, there are two ex-
tremities : wherof bothe multe be war-
ned. The firft is,that the Magiftrates per

.

Vo muche

libersseis it not to their fubietes otlermuche
mot tobe libertie , leaft therby they fallin'to con-
permitred], tempte and fubie€tion of their people:
toth: peo- wherof folowethe for the mofte parte,
ple- all kynde of diffolutneffe , ad carnall li-

bertie, fubuertib of all good Lawes and

ordres , alteracion of common welthes

and policigs,contempt of God and man:

and to be fhorte , all thinges turned

to diforder and confafion , The [béonde
apparteyneth on the other parte , tothe

Theliber- people , which oght not to fuffer all
tie of the  power and libertic to be taken from
people.  them,and therby to become brute bea-
ftes, with out iudgniente and reafon,
thinking all thinges lawfull’, which

their Rulers do with out exc eptio,com-

mide them, be they neuer fo farre from

reafon or godlynefle: as thoghe they

were
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ule were not reafonable creatures, but bru-
efs te beaftes: as thoghe there were no dif-
ference betwixt bonde flaves, and free

ties fubieétes: and as thoghe they had no

Co- portio or right atall in the coutrie whe-

Fats re they inhabite : but asthey were alto-

ex- gether created of God to ferue their kin

A= ges and gouernors like flaues, and not

pee their kings & gouernors appoynted of

che God to prelerue his people,wher of they

on- are but a portion and members , albeit

ple: they occupie the cheif roume ad office,

rte, not to bringe the reft of the members in

11i- cotempte and bondage, but to comfor-

and te them,defende them,and norifhe them

thes as members of the [ame bodie.

an: And as the people may be aflured by

ned Gods worde that this libertie appartey-

e neth to them, which becommeth mem-
vthe bers of one bodie and brethern,becaufe
~all the Lorde God him {elf from whom kin
om ges have their auéoritie and power)cal Des.17.
O Jeth their fubie@es and people their Subieftes
fon, brethern , charging themin no cafe to ezhtnorte
hich lift. them felues aboue them,but as bret- fuffer shé
M- hern to rule in all humblenefle and loue I“I“;’ to be
Fom ouer them: euenfo , the people , if they Fd‘ 5
hey quffer thisright to b taken from them,”

vere e
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which God ofhis finguler favour hath
graunted: then are they an occafid that
their kiges and Rulers are turned toty -
rantes, and cruel oppreflors, according
as Samuel promifed the people of Ifrael
fhulde come vpon them, infomuche a5
they had refulcd his gouernemeiit, who
ruled over them, in all iuftice,and hum-
bleneffe, and in fuch forte as no ‘man
coulde charge him with any crime. And
therfore the Scriptures pronounce that
they reiected not Samuel , but God him
felf i whofe feare he ruled. This(faith Sa
muel}fhal be the Lawe of the kigé,whi-
ch fhallrule oueryou. Your childré fhall
he take to ferue in his chariot,and to be
his horfc men , and they (hall ronnebe-
fore hischariot , and he (hall conftitute

kinseand allo Captayns of a thoufand , and of
& ¥ . .
tysame.  fine hundreth,and others to till his gro-

wnde,and to gather his haruefte, to ma=

ce weapons forwarre , and harneflt for
his chariots. Moreouer , he Thall take
your daucheers to make his anoynt-
méts, to {=rue his kitchin, and to be his
clothiers:befides this he (hall take your
fyeldes and your vineyardes, your be-
{te erchardes of oliues and gene to his
Lferuaunts, and of your corne and vines
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{hall he take the tenthes, and geue them
to his Eunuches , and feruauntes: your
feruauntes alfo and maydes and the
chif of your youthe and your alfes,thall
he take to do his worke. And of your
cattell (hall he take the tenth , and you
fhall become his fernauntes : and you
{hall crye out, that day in the fight of
your kinge whog you haue chofen,and
the Lorde God will not heare you that
day: and why? By caufe they bad rather
haue a kinge and Ruler oftheir owne ap
poynmwnr,thvn of the Lordes.

wherfore to auoyde the daungers
ypon both partessit is more then neccl= pap ma
farie that bothe be fubie&e to that Ru- giftrates
le, and with all diligent care, labour to andcimiés
reteyne it , wherby both maye learne oght too-
their duetie and be conftrayned iuftly bey Gods
to execute the fame . For when the co- Law e
mon people and fubiectes haue {o lar-
ge libertie by the negligence of their
Rulers, that cuftomes and vnlawful v-
fages (hallbe preferred to Gods Lawes,
and ftatutes , and that to maynteyne
the fame cultomes, they care nothing
ifallother good Lawes , either of God
orman, do perifhe :how is it pofsible

k. i,
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without daungerous tumultes,and rebel
lion, to brynge them toany good ordre
and reformation, except there be fome
comon,and approued Lawe,which verie
nature , and the feare of God willreach
them to reuerence,and obeye?As for ex
ample : amongs other cultomes which
mayntayne idlenes, and ferue the gree-
dy appetite of the bellie (which all men
areloth to forgo) how harde athinge
Kinge Ed- were it to bryng them frome their San-
warde de €tes dayes? The abolifhment wherof,
fierous  godly king Edwardein histyme coulde
that Ged not bryng to pafle.So great wasthe nom
fouldha- ber of Papiftes in the Perlament houfe,

we had bis olich ma iteyned thofe fuperftitionfeda

:ri’:"’,;’:”“' yes,fome bearig the name of mé, id fo-
&

the ubolifi, 1€ of womé,alcrybig that to the creatu

mentof.l; 765 0f God, which apperteyneth to him

Sainéles alone, for as muche as euery day is the

dies.  Lordes worke , and oght to ferue to his

, g
honouronely. They haue nowe in tyme
ronely. The) y

of papiftrie,, dayes of Peter and Paule,

All dayes parie, and [ohn, withe therefte of the
are the

Lander 2 Apoftles. they haue Georges daye, and

onelyeap Katherines, Dunftans day the coniu-

f"—"'ﬁ-“J"’? rer,and Loye the (mithe , with innume-

wito s Table others,which maynteyne theidle-

nefle
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nefle of cthem and of their feruaunts Salwles

contrarie to the ordinaunce of God, ap- days with
poynting fix dayes for their trauell,and the feruice
the feuenth daye onely to refte , and appeinted

. ; : wito them
thattothe honoring ofour Lorde God. | ;. .

Alfo by what means may the peo- {;if{j \':,_
ple be drawen from the dayes of riote rde to be
and bancketing,which they terme frin- abolsfhed.
dly ﬂ-.iﬁing and goodfcl!owrl’hiwr as
fromWhitfontides dronkennes and fur-

b <. Howhiye
fer, Midfomers [hewes and vanities, &8s
Chriftmas riote and bawdry , Shrofte- ;.. .3
twefdayes glottony,and Lents fuperfti- pep eiif
tious obferuations, excepte by fome La euffomes. |
we Ofgl‘c.!tcr importance,the rude peo
ple be otherwi (e pcrfwanlccl? And what
other Lawes are there able to bringe
this to pafle befides the Lawes of God?
wWherin if they benot inftrutted, itis
impofsible for any auctoritie or pow-
erto withholde them,with out great
daungerand tumultes from fuch kin-
de of difordres and vnlawfull cufto-
mes.

Therforeif thou be a Rulerand co= 14, mee.
uete to haue the people obedient to yg s bre-
theein Gods feare, this mufte be thy ake il
firflt and principall fludie to, procure cfioms.
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that they may truely know God by the
playne and diligent preaching of his
worde,wheri if they be well inl%ru&ed,
thereis no cufltome fo longe continued,
no idlenefle fo longe vied , no fuper-
fticion fo deeply rooted , which they
will not :_':';;(Hy and peaceably for go
at thy commandement:yea, there is no
thing which is euill , that they can for
fhame ftandein:nor any good and law-
full demande,that they will deny thee.
By thefe means onely fhalt thou ob-
tayne honour,maintaynethy right,wi-
nne the hartesof thy people , and hdue
them all obedient.

And as the Magiftrates by thisme-
ans,are fure to finde obedience,and el-
cape all rebellion, tumultesand difor-
dres amonges their fubiectes : euenfo is
there no other rule for the fubicétes to
efcape the idolatrie, tyrannie, and op-
pref—si()n of their fuperiors, thenin re-
teyning (as their chief poffefsion ) the
felf fame Lawe and worde of God, Per-
mitting rather all thinges wordlie to be
taken from them, as landes, gnod')s,
houle,cétrie, father,mother, wiffe,chil
dren , yealiffe it [cIf, thento be ch’i('i

ue
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ued by ary means of that heavenly trea
fure and precious perle , for the which
they muft fe1l althinges . wherofto be
flul!icperi‘wa;]a d, it1s neceflary to vn-
derftande what maner of pcople you
are.

YFyou be the people of God,and yn-
fayned Chriftians , then mufte ye alfo
knowe that the Lawe of God , and ¥

Mat. 13-

t tred

Chrifte your Sauiour, doth appertayne j;:‘} God
vnto you: wherin,as without thame ad iy
condemnation ye may not be ignorat: ghe diarge
enenfo no power , commandment, Or ofbr; =
threatninges , fhulde caufe you to de- pecple.
parte from it, wherin onely ftandethe

that comforte and [iluation , whichno
creature can reftore agayne vnto you.
he heathen which knewe not God
aright, burwere idolatrers’, yet made
their religid to haue thehighedt placein
their comon welthes : as Ariftotle wri-
teth in his Politiques.In the name whe-
rof they might demande any thinge
oftheir kinges and Rulers , and they
durftnot denye them: and mightalfo
with eut offence deny all thinges whi-
ch their Rulers demaunded contrarie
to their religion.In fo muche as this
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prouerbe was comon amongelt all , yf-

gwead Aras: meaning that agaynft their

religion (as they were perfivaded) they

were bownde to no perfone: father,mo.

ther,frende,or gouernour: theirloue ad

obedience towardes thé coulde ftretch

no further then tothe Altars, that is,

fo farre as with obferuing their reli-
gion,they might lawfullye performe,

Yfthe Gentills then had their. reli-

gion in fuch honour and reuerence that

agaynftic( thoghe in dede it was meere

fuperftition and idolatrie) they woulde

acknowledge no obedience: in what e-

ftimation [hulde Gods worde and the

religion .of our Sauiour Tefus Chrifte

be amongeltys that profeffe his Name,

swhat andareaflured of his do&rine to be the

reisrence  Vdouted trueth and power of God to

we oght {aluacion ofall beleuers 2 YF the hea-

tohaue Go then kinges and Magiftrates coulde co-

ds worde. pell their fubieétes no farther thenthe

Alters: fhall any autoritie or power

compell vs farther then God , and his a-

noynted our chiefkinge,Lorde 3d Mai-

fter? Letit be counted (hame tovs,that

the ignorant Gentils {huld be founde

wiore carefull and zclous in defen ldirjg

their
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their fuperftitionand manifefte idola=
trie , then we are in mayntayning the
trueworlhip of Godand his heauenly
wifedome,
vf we were Turkes , Sarafing, Tewes
or papi{’cfs.which either knewe notGod
a right, or els denied his Sonne Iefus: it
were no great maruell if we were led
afterthe luftes of our yngodly Princes.
For as our Maifterteacheth , When the
blynde leadeth the blynde, bothe fall
into the diche.Butif we will be taken
for the people of God and his fonnes by
adoption in Chrift Tefus, then it beho-=
weth vs likewife to geue obediéce,prin-
cipally to our Lorde and Maifter, to our
mightie God and mofte lovinge Father,
as Malachi the Prophet exhorteth . The
{onne renerenceththe father, and the
feruaiit the maifter:yf I be your Father
(faith the Lorde) whereis the honor
that you geve me ¢ Yf1be your Lorde
and Mailter where is my feare?Notinge
vnto vs how itisin vayne tocall him
Father or Lorde, (o long as we geue him
not that honour and reuerence which
he demandeth.
Alfo ,if we will not be taken for
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blynde and ignorante perfones, then. | fhu
muil we fhewe forth this lightby wal- | =

Ephes.  Kingasbecomethe the childeé of Light,

Yebm.az. asthe Apeltle requirethe indifferently
of all Gods children with out exceptis,
or excufe either of guide or Ruler. For
the blyndnelle of our guide;whicher he
beof the Cleargic or Laytic may be no
excule tovs , if in folowing him we fall
and pt‘rii'hc:tl is our owne faute,and we
muft beare our owne iudgment . For
Chrilte hereofadmonilheth vs: Let thé
a lone(laithe hc)f“'m lht}' are blind gut-
desyand leadersof the blynd, Aud agay
ne , accordinge totheir workes , fee ye
donot.

Yf thou hauynge fighr,liad appoyn-
ted to theea blynde guide, woulde ite A
thou tolowe him into a -_i;rur»gcronl'c pit 14
or deepe water,wherin both might pe-
rilhe becaufe he was thy guide? Then MS
truely mightelt thou be indged of all ?_.“”
menworfe then either oxe or afle,or a- 2
ny other vnreafonable heafte, whiche FCIS
will not be driué in fuch places,asro th- o
eir outwarde (Cles appeare daiigerous.

Nature onely teacheth all creatures
this , to flie frome thole daungers that
{hulde

nge
hatl
infe
thei
fam
wil
uat
ted

and
the:
tokh
abu
his

him
tha
one

vt
rule
eit!
£
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{hulde hurte them: and to defier all thi-
nges that do them good, And when God
hath made this comonto all beaftes, ad
inferior creatures , paynefully ro fecke
their preferuation: hathe he denied the
{fame to man,whome aboueall others he
will haue preferued? For whole prefer-
uation chieflie he hath not onely crea-
ted all [|iigt'>.llld ]:l'cll‘l'ihrd his Lawes
and commandementsto prohibet mur-
ther , and cuery other thinge tendinge
to his deftruction: but alfo to fhewe the
abundance of his mercies, ﬂ.!.‘[t"\.d Hot
his dearelye belouid Sonne, but gaue
himto the cruell death of the Crofle,
that man might haue full faluation, not
onely here in this world, but euerlattin-
gly in the worlde to come.
Wherfore,if he tender vs fo mnche,
asto fecke bv all measpofsible ourliffe
and pl'i.'{t'l'u;l(inll.[‘.T]r'll mull it hkewil=
followe, that he hath confticure no la-
wes , orordinances toour deltruction,
folonge aswe {hall be founde obedient
vntothem. Then is there no power that
ruleth accordinge tothefle lawes,which
either can or will comande vs anie thi-
ge,tédinge to our defltrudtio. Butifanie

Nature
teachetly
to fice huvk
fulthinges

God hath
£Te

thin

mans
comnadite
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fo doby Geds permifsion becaufe of
our{ynnes, ad rebellion towardes him
(for which caufe onelie he {uffrethwi-
cked Princes to be our Gouernours )it
is(deare brethren)to drawevsto repen-
taunce , and knowledge of our fynnes,
and not that we fhulde forfake the
Lawes of our God , and to contynew in
our wonted rebellion, by yelding to
the vngodlie commandments of wi-
cked men.
CHAP XI1I.

§Eow muche she comon people oweto Godfor
bis bentfies veceased, what obedience he requtre-

the , howe farre they arecharged , what thinges

shey hans pmm'{ed » and how fgﬂarauucc maye
wot excufe them.

= L L thelethinges being

by &y well cohfidered, itis an

i ﬁ\ & eafie matter forall ma-

CAELNND per of fubiectes to kno

we what libertie belon

A 4= geth vnto them, by the
worde of God , whiche they maye law-
fullie clayme, as their owne pofselsid,
and are likewife bounde at all tymesto
practife : wherin allo appeareth what
thinges are prohibited vnto :hcm,wlﬁ-
che

JERED




OR DISOBEY. 16%

che they maye inno cafe exercife. Yi
you therfore be Gods {ubiectes and
people, and he your Lorde God and lo-
uinge Father; who is aboue all powers
ad Princes, ad hath made no Lawes,but
{uch as are for your preferuation ; and
finguler comforte: then without all
controuerfic shere maye be nothinge
lawfull foryouby anie commandment
of man, whiche your Lorde God in anie
cafe forbiddeth:and nothinge vnlawfull
or forbidden to you whiche ‘he com-
mandeth , whither it appartayne tothe
firfte Table or the Seconde. Whichrule A rule for
ifye oblerue, you mayebe affuredto alltoobfir
pleafe God: likeas by doinge the con- #*-
trarie,ye [hall purchafe his heavie wra-
theand indignation. Fornoma can fer-
ue two Mailters at once:but he fhall ha-
te the one,ad Joue the other,And in ha-
tinge your firfte and chief Lorde roo-
beye and pleale man,beholde your im-

ietie is intolerable, prefarringe vile ma
Eis creature, to the Almightic God and
creatorof all, ,

How muche we are bownde to hisMa-
ieftie, our owne confcience doth beare
vs witnefle: whiche cannot deny but

%
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that we haue receauid of him alone our

liffe mouing and being , our wifedome
ftrégthe, bewtie,riches,childré,adallthi

ges that arc good dd profitable,inwhofe

- ower we may doall thiges,ad with out
Bj57.17 E.i all flefhe is turned to duft id powder.
Nodidias o Remember the example of the wor-
rgedlys  thie Captayne and Prince Moyfes, whd
with wo- God chofe to delyuer his people from
thingethat Egypt,who woulde not charge thé with
Godhad  anie thinge at any tyme whtiche the Lor
notcom - dehis God had not commanded , cuer-
mandcd-  more fpeakinge on thiswile, Thefe are
oo ol the ftatutes and preceptes of the Lor_dci
Des. 420 Lhus fayth the Lorde : and, Heare §
Ifrael the voyce of the Lord, &c. In fo

muche, as he had this for his onlie {hil-

de agaynite the murmuring people:Itis

not agayni{t Aaron and me that ye mur-

mure but againft the Lorde:which beig

chofen and appoynted of the Lorde,did

oncly execute his willand commande-
mentes.Yea,as for them {elues they co-

fefled that they were nothinge. As for vs

(fayde Moy fes)what are we? meaninge

but earth id affhes,the creaturs of God,
nothinge differinge from others,fauing

for that au&oritie,wherunto they were

called,
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called,ad the obediéce which they fhe
wed in executige not their owne willes,
butthewill and pleafure of God . And
whyibut becaule they knew they were De#t. 10
the people of God with whé they were

. : - .. Gaor
charged,and bemgbe his people , how it )

behoueth them to beruled by no other 3, gouer-

Lawesand ordinances, then by fuch as nedanely

God had geuen them. by Gods
Wherfore if Moyfes and Aaron,Gods Lawe.

ele@eand chofen feruantshad no more Exod.1s.

powerouer the people then his exprefle

comandement permit,and that the peo

ple fo far and no farther were bownd to

obeye them: how canwe affure our fel-
uesthat we offende not Gods Maieftie,
whofe people we woulde be called, whé
witheout his worde , yea cétrary to his
exprefle cdmandemét we fatisfic the re-
queftesand ftatutesof vagodly rulers?
For as Moyfes conlde comande nathi-
gebut fré the mouthe of the Lorde: fo
conlde the people obey nothing but
thatwhiche proceaded fromhis mou-
the alfo : alwell becaufe they were his
people,as for that they had fopromifed
with one voyce and confent before God
id Moyfes , whé the Lorde commanded
» 1la
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him to fay on this wilc tothe people.
You haue fcene what T haue done to the
Egyptians, and how I haue caried you
vponthe winges of Egels, and led you
forthe to me.Yftherfore yewill diligét-
lye heare my voice,and obferue my ¢6-
mandement,youfhalbe my propre peo-
ple before allnations : For myneis the
earthe . And you fhalbe vntome a kyn-
gely- Priefthod , and an holy people.
whiche wordes when Mofes had prono-
unced before the whole people, they all
The people to getherwithone accord,ilwered: Wh-
promifé: to atfoeuer the Lorde (hall fpeake , that
sodand willwedo. And Moyf(es praifed them

Mofes. (o God rather by moyles)lainge, They

did well in fo an{wering . And therfore
promifed to rayfe them vp aProphet li-
ke to him, &c. And this was the coue-
nant onlye that God made with them
before he gaue them the Lawein wry-
tinge , and the promes that they made
to obferue the fame Lawe,that they mi
ght therby be his deare and chofen
people.

This example ought neuer tode-
parte from the eyesofall fuchas are,
or woulde be Gods people , Wherin as

ina

Den (8,
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in‘a moft clere glaffe it dothe appeare
how they are bownd to God , what
Gad rcquircth of them, and what they
haue promifed to him . Foras the Lor-
de God required nothinge of the Irae-
lits , but that whiche was their duetie
to do,and he by hisexceadingebenefits
in delyueringe them from their eni-
mies had well deferved:euenfo he byn-
deth thé to nothinge,but to obeye lim.,
Nether did they promiffe anie farther,
faynge:We will do all thinges(nor what
Moyfes or Aaron-or anic other after
therm fhall of them felues commande)
but whatfoeuer our Lorde God fhall
{peake,that will we do. More then this
God required not, nether were they
bownde any farther butto the Lawes
of God onely, whiche they promiled
for them and their pofteritie to obfer-
ve.And God for that caule bleffed them
aboue all nartions , with his vnfpeaka-
ble benefits. :

Soare weno Jefle bownde to obeye
the felf fime God of Ifrael, whom we
alfo profefle in Chrifte Tefu our Moyfes
and Captayne,by whom we are not o-

nely delyuered from bodely feruitude,
) b 4

All chrifts
ans are no
lefJe bonde
to vbey
God and
his Law-
e3; then
were the

T
raelis
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but from the mofte vile and dangerous
lmln:l.rgc of Satan throui__;h fynnc our
{pirituall enemie. To this worthieft de-
lyuereralfo havewein Baptilme pro-
mifed no lefe,yea, muche more obe-
dience : becaule ofthe more abundan-
ce of graces, which by him we have re-
ceaued. And befides this are molte {tra-
ightly L?]Jrg(‘d [0 to do.Not by the voy
ce ofanie earthly creature , but by the
mouch of God the Father fpeakinge frd
Mat 4.17 the heauens: This is my dearely belo-
ued Sonne,inwhom I am delited, heare
him: whofe fidelitie alfo no lefle pafled
the faithfullneflfe of Moyfes , thendid
his honer and dignitie:being the Sonne
of God, and promyfed Sauiour , doing
nothing atall, norteaching any thing
which his heuenly Fatherhad not ap-
poynted him todo and to teache.
wherfore,asthe Iewes had the Lawe .
of God and his commandementes fora
{ufficient difcharge agaynit all contra-
rie commandementes, of what au&ori-
tie fo euer they.were , beingno farther
bownde to any creature the thefelf fa-
me Lawes of God approued : euenfo,all
fuch as beare the Name of Chrift and
woulde be taken for the people of God,
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thoghe they be of the bafeft ad lowefte Thedims
ftate of fubie&es,are no farther bownd demenr of
to any Prince or fuperior power, nor Prineucd
totheir commmdcmenu:—s,tflcn the c6- ™t bynd
mandement of the chief kinge 4d Lorde ** :"’:,“:
doth a;:{gmuc ad permitre,nor then their :a:,: g
prontéfie agayne to him doth require.
Nether may it be a fufficiér diichar-

e for thee toalleadge ignordce, becau
E: thouart a fubieée, and therfore hatt
nothing te do,to inquire of the doinges
orto examyne the commandementes of
thy fuperiors or Rulers,but wilt {ay wi- Thewnged
ththe multitude, If they commade well Iy opinion
thou art obedient;ifotherwife thou art efthe cim3
excufed indoing as thou art cémanded, peoples
and they onely haue to anfwer to God
by who thou art thus charged. Defcea-
ue not thy felf(deare brother)For aswell
art thou charged byGods worde to kno
we what they commande thee ; and not
todo it except it be lawfull, as they are
charged by tEcir office towill nothig of ‘?’ wel
thee, which Gods worde approveth not. "' UL?L
For as they in commanding id doinge- 7 ¥ "
uill, (hallnot efcape Gods heauy Wra- .2k
the and iudgmétes : no more {halt fhatbepu-
thou , being made an iuftrument of sifhed.

| R T
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their impictic and vogodlynefle. Ther-
fore to be ignorant in thefe thinges, al-
thogh thou bea (ubie&e, is to contem-
ne the commandement of God , and to
neglete thine owne faluation: for as
muche as God hath charged thee bein-
ge one of hispeople,with the [ameLawes
(the Ceremonies exce pt ) wherwithe he
charged hispeople Ilracl before, and
willith thee no leffe to knowe his pre.
ceptes,and to obeye them,then he wil-
led the ifralites . Ofthem he required
to haue his Lawes wryté vpon their do- .
resand poftes,to inftrulte their chil-
drenin the fame, to talke of them fit-

ting at home,and when they walked in
the waye , when they went to bed , and
why the whé they fhuld rife.But to thee befides

Chrifiids  allthis, God hath fent amore fhining
(.

oght grea light,our Sawiour Iefus Chrifte : which
trobedi-  eyery man may clerely beholde,exce-
e ?” pte he be wilfully blyndewith the ftub-
0 WO berne Iewes.He is the light that (hine-
tixe -.fu:’ H',.- 2 o~
lewes.  thein darknefle, and lightneth euery
Vbt man that commeth in to this worlde.
Je hathe taken away the fhaddoues id
Ceremoiesof theLawe,that thou mayft
clerely beholde the will of his Father.
He
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He hath vacouered Moy/es face,to the- Exod 340
intent thou may {t fully confider the fe- %.Cor 3.
cretsof God, For thele are the dayes
wherofthe Prophet Toel {pake,when all
fhulde be Prophets,and [ee vifids.And it
fhal come to pafle in the latter dayes
(faith God ) that I wil powre furth my
Spirite vpo all flefhe, ad your fonnes ad
daughters (hall prophecie,your younge
men {hall [ee vilions,and your auntients
fhall dreame dreames.And morecouer v=
pon my feruauntes and handemaydes
in thofe dayes, will I powre my Spirite,
and they fhall prophecie . Which pro-,
phecie. S, Peter affirmethto be Fulﬁ[!.g;i
in thekingdome of Chrifte, where all
thinges areas playne and evident to all
fortes of men and women, which profe(-
fe Chrifte vnfaynedly , as before his ty-
me they were to the Prophets them [el-
ues, orto fuch as God appcat'cd vnto in
dreames or vifions.

And therfore, if ignorance of Gods
Lawes coulde not excufe the [ewes befo
re Chriftes commyng, which were con-
rynualy fubieéte to the puni(hrncnt of
God for their tranfgrefsions(thoghe ma.
ny thinges were obfcureasin (hadowes

Locl.2. '
Efai. 4 4»
Act.z.
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and figures:how muche leffe ca it excu-
feany ma now in fo great lyght of the
Gofpel  Seing then thou knowelt thy
felf bownd to obeyethy Lorde God a-
boue all others,becaufe of the ineftima
ble benefits thou haft receaued of him
in Chrifte Iefus , and becaufe he requi-
reth thefame of thee,and thou haft alfo
promifed no lefe to himin thy baptif-
me and profefsion:and laft of all in that
thou caneft not pretende ignorance in
fuch knowledge and fhyninge bright-
nefle , nor yet efcape Gods vengeance,
which he with out refpecte of perfones
wil powre indifferently vpon alltranf-
greflors, be they fuperior powers, or
anferior fubie@es . Itis thy parte then,
beig a fubieéte, to learne this leflon of
the Apoftles { whé fo euer thou fhuldeft
pothhie  be conftrayned, by commandement or
adlowe force oftyrantes to do euill ) Thar God
muftlears mult be obeyed before man. Which vo-
thisleffon to thee will be as [ufficiét a defence and
ofthe Apo byckler in all affaultes and daungers, as
e it istoall other fortes of menin auéto-
ritie and office: as was before declared,
Art thowthen,being a fubieéte com-
maiided to worfhipp {tockes and ftones
which
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which this day to our fhame are ere-

¢ted agayne in EnglandeiBeholde thou 1del;s for
haft Gods commandement for thy de- the trus
fence: Thou fhalt commitno idolatrie, Ged.
nor make to thy felf any gravenimage .,
&c.Art thou charged to be at the idola- E“S J
trous Mafle ; wherin Chrnifte thy Lorde

is blafphemed 2 Beholde, he hath geuen 11 abo-
thee an other charge:thatis,to celebra- mnabie
te his Supper,according as he leftin ex- maffe for
ample,fayng: Do you this,that is,which theboly
ye feme do, ad not which the powers of "’"PP‘TJ'{
the worlde,or the peftilét papiltes com- #he Lersee

mande. Alfodo it (faith Chrifte) inre- o . . ¢

membrance of me,and not of your frin- Cipamifes
desalyue or departed,as teache the Par peywrxe

piftes.For none of thé died for you.Mo= the maffe
re ouerdo itto fhewe forth the deathe andibe
of Chrifte, til his coming, as witnef{lcth Lordes S0
the Apoftle : and not to make a new {a- pper-
grifice for fymne,as the Papifts blafphe- EC
moufly both teache and preache. Art

thou commanded by .men to difho-

nour the Sabbathe day in worlhip = 11 o the
ping of Sainftes and abftayning v- ¢ piai
pon their dayes and euens from thy j; sbufed.
lawfull bufines ¢ Beholde , God thy

Lorde chargeth thee no further then

onely with his daye. of refte , {aying :
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See thou keepe holie the Sabbath ofthe
Lorde thy God:and not of Peter, Paule,
Marie,Tames or Iohn.Art thou comma-
ded to fweare in the name of Marie and

#s contrarie a4 the Sainéts in heanen ¢ (whichis the

20 Gods
Dest.6.10
lofwa.23.
Efai45.

papiftical othe)Beholde, the Lorde {ai-
the, Thow fhalt onely fiweare in the Na-
me of thy Lorde and God. Art thou com
manded not onely to take the Name of
the Lorde in vayne,but alfo to forfwere
thy felfmofte fhamefully agaynit Gods
glorious Maieftic , and the honor of our
Sauiour Chrifte? (as all they haue done
which lately haue fworne to acknow -
ledge Antichrifte the bloudy butcher of
Rome to be their head and gouernour)
Beholde , The Lordewill not (uffer his
houfe vnpuni {hed thar taketh his Na-
me invayne : muche lefle fuch periured
and forfworen wretches. Art thou com-
manded to perfecute thy parentes and
frendes,charged not to fuccour them in
their necefsitie, becaufe they profelle
the do&rine of faluation 2 Art thow for-
bidden lawfull matiage, becaufe thou
arta minifter of Gods worde , and per-
mitted to lyue inall kinde of filthie vn-
clennefle , as do the Sodomiticall I’RC.—
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{tes,Mokes, Freers, N ones, Cardinales,
Deanes, Archdeacons ,and all othero-
ther orders of Satan : beholde fuch do-
the the Lorde God as moft abominable
of all other, comade to be put to death.

To be fhorte , when they contra
rie to their othe and profelsion , com-~
mande thee toreceue Antichrifte , the
beaftlic Bithoppe of Rome, with all his
filthie dreggesof damnation: to burne
the worde of God and the faithfull in-
terpreters and profeflers ofthe fame: to
forgo the comfortable preaching of
the Gelpel, and reading ofthe Scriptu-
res: to perfecute Chrilte in his mébers:
to ayde the enimies with thy goods and
bodie agaynit the deare childré of God:
to fight inother countries with out any
iulte caufe or occafion, and to [uffer
thy wiffe,children,kin(folkes and coun

tryemen to be mofte cruelly {poyled,

oppreiled and murthered for want of
thy defence at home(as they moft fham
fully haue done of late,which at the ¢5-
mandement of that cruell tyrat, prepa-

Lew.20.

The fume
of Antichrs
Ts doclrine

Vanlaw ful
WAaArres.

Oh lame-

red them felues to fight agaynit the table mi-
Fréche kinge , and their owne brethern ferre-

the Skottes, whilesthe Spaniards put
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them feluesin a redinefle to entre the
Realme and make a generall fpoyle and
pray of all.

Thefe thinges and many fuchli-
keare playnly forbidden you by the
manifelt worde of God : and therfore to
dothem for feare or pleafure of anie
Prince or power,is playne difobedicnce
and rebellion agaynit the Almightie,
And contrarie wife , to anflwere in this
cafe, and to do as the Apoliles haue
raught , that is, to obeye God rather
then man,is the onely waye todifchar~
ge your colciences, to do your dueties,
and to pleafe God : no more to be made
by ignorance the inftrumentes of his
fworen enimies ( what title fo euer they
bearc)tofubuerte Gods glorie, oppref-
fe your brethern , and diftroye your
countrie : butrepenting your former i-
gnorance and impietie , to be made in-
firumentes of thecontrarie to the viter-
moft of your power,leaft you be raken
in your {ynne, and preuented withthe
bitter cup of Gods indign atio, alreadie
prepared for the workers of iniquitie,
and all {uch, asare ayeders, and parta-
kers with them, when nether power can
defend the fuperiors, nor their com-

o e B N T ]
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mandmentes,excufe the lubie&es.
CHAP. XLII
TheredinefJe of the prople to defende idolatrie | fi-
erititions , and earthly commmadities : and thiir
[Lewthfislne[fe in maynteyning the cotrarie Howr
they ave charged to fee the Lawes of God kept,
andthe tmn.[wrﬂ‘ion afn’rc ﬁrm?fm J:iﬂ;(rf. ifthery
rulers do ue__gfec?e them. And that they may lave -
fuully purll theiv Magiflrates as priuate perfones
tranfrrfing the Lordes precepts.

pERsr il Vi what remedie ? (faye
' &) you)we being but fubie
¢teswith out power, ad
wiledome cannot lielpe
it. The more pyttie dea-

&"35
£ re Countriemen , that

you ha ftoutly or rather flubber- :
nely (hewed your willes and power in Rebellion
the dayes of Godly kynge Edwarde S it

; Law fisl
the VE.yourlate Prince and gouernour, H‘;:{f};{ﬁ:

and the zelous feruant of God : who fo- et ondln
ght to rule you in Gods feare , ad vnder ].;,‘E.—, Ed
whom youhad the conforiable worde warde 24
of God,ad were delinered from the Ro- obedience
milhe Antichrift, and from all {uper- fothe vn-
ftition, for the moft parte, hauing your ufle vfue-
Realme free from ftrangers , and quiete P'"."’k” i
fromall enimies ; enioying your goods ;;; =

. " . & {1
and freindsin peace with out all force.
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imprifoning, reuilig, Iuanifl1islg,0rmllr €om

thering ) Leis to be lamented (1 faye) hold

that then receaning all thefe blefsin- of n

ges of God, by the means offo worthie ling

a Prince, ye were able to confpire, rife felu

and rebell withthe rJ;mngcrofbodics, {piri

goods and foules, agaynit your godlie ly,bi

and lawfull kinge : and that chiefly to mofl

defende the deuilifhe Mafle, and all the rage

puddels of poperie with the Caterpil- demi

lersand rable of all vncleane fpirites,as reke
Cardinalls,Bifhopps,Prieftes, Monkes, Are’

Freers , Nonnes &c¢ . And now in thefe whic

matters wherin confifteth the glorie them

ofGod , the preferuation of your owne and {

lives ,and defence of your countrie were

you are without all will , power and fed C

helpe. rin
Toreftore Antichrilt agayne ,whom fytes

ons God had banifhed to all yout com- ding

Hew fare fortes , you were not afhamed to terme parte
mantugd it obedience, and to counte your felues but I
mert diffe therin no rebells, but lawfull refifters: fecut
r"'"?';"mm but todefende Chrifte and his confor-~ re,an
table Gofpell (which thenyou hadin ne y

pnm-fs ion)thatare you perfuaded tobe intol
openrebellion. To arme your felues a- de(s

gaynft your fuperiors, to defend your but p

comons

taadss
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¢omons and earthly commodities with
holden from you, by the greedy defier
of new.vpltarte gentlemen , how wil-
ling and redie haue you fhewed your
felues 2 But to holde and reteyne your
fpiritual poffefsion not promifed one-

Worldely

comodities

ly;but geuen in to your handes,you are preferred

mofte frf:owc without all hope and cou-
rage. Shallnotthis be to your iufte con
demnation?When God calleth you to 2
rekening, what ¢ you haue to anfwere?
Areyeany better then the Gergezites,
which defiered Chrifteto departe from
them becaufe they lofte their hogges
andfwyne 2 yea, yeareworfe then they
were by muche, becaufe ye haue profef
{ed Chrifte ad receaued him and hisdo-
¢trine, and with him vnfpeakable bene-
fytes and treafors, And yet notwithftan
ding haue not onely defiered himto de-
parte from amongeft you as they did:
but layde violent handes vpon him,per
fecuting him with fword , banifhmét, i~
re,and cruell death,as thogh he had be-
ne your mortal enimy’. O ingratitude
intolerable! Chrifte your mercifull Lor
de(who deftroyed nothinge of yours,
but preferued and increafed, euen your
m. 5

o [perity-

al benefitas
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fwine & hogges, & all other bealtes ad
cattell in great abiidance) you have del
piced and vtrerly denied, to haue Anti-
chrifte to be your Lorde ad gouernour,
ad with hi all filthie fiwine,wilde beares,
wolues, bores , tygers, and lyonsto de
uoure;deftroye,ad ouerthrowe all thin-
Ees + not your fieldes ad paftures onely:
ut villages, Towues, Cities, and Ca-
ftels,yea your felues, your wyues; and
children , and what fo euer you counte
mofte precious.
wel,the day of the Lorde will come,
when you fhal fele what itis to fight for
your Maffe, and to betrayethe Gofpell,
torifeand rebell agaynite your lawfull
Price,ad to obeye ad defende a batkar-
de, and opé enimie to God,an vtter de-
ftruction of thewhole realme: to mur-
ther and banifhe your naturall coun-
triemé id louing brethern , to honor ad
receaue ftrangers Gods exprefle aduer-
faries: a cruell people,a prowde nation:
a people of a farre and of a ftrange lan-
gage,whofe togue ye fhall not vnderfta
de,an impudét natio,ad hard harted peo
ple 5 with out all pitie and mercie;whi-
chnetherwill be moued with the lamé-
table voyce ofthe mothers, nor fhewe
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anie compafsion for the pictifull crye
of their {ucklinges and infantes. And
whitbecaulc ye haye chofé to obeye vi~
leman, yeaa raginge and madd woma,
rather thenthe almightie and mercitull
God.Repent,repent, 6 ye people of En-
gland , for yourdeltruction is at hande.
Forfake with {pede the ynlawfull obedi
éce of flelhe and bloude,ad learne to ge
ue honor ityme to the liuig Lorde,that
he maye ftaye his hade,ad drawe to him
agayne hisftrerched out arme;that you
may fynde mercie;and thatthe bothom
of your cupp be not turned vpwarde.
Alas faye you,what isthis we heare?
Be not the people, of them felues as (he
epe without a paftort[f the Magiftrates
and otherofficiers cotemne their duetie
in defending Gods glorie and the Lawes
comitted to theircharge , liech it inour
ower to remedieit? Shall we thatare
Fuhie&es take the fworde in ourhades?
Itisin dedeasyou fay,a great difcoura
gingto the people whé they are not ftir
red vp to godlynefleby the good exaple
of all fortes of Superiors,, Magiftrates
adofficers inthe faithefull executig of
their office:ad fo muche more whé they
m if,

A Godly

and mefle
negeflarie
ddmonitid

The vaine
excufes of
the peaple.
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are not defended by them in theirright
and title, aswel concerning religion, as
the freedome of their naturall cotitrie:
but mofte of all when they, which (huld
be ther guydes dd Capicayns,are beco-
me inftrumétes to inforce them ro wic«
ked impictie . Neuertheles , all this can
be no excufe for you, feing , that euil
doinges of others, whether they be Lor
des, Dukes,Baras, knights or any infe-
rior officers, may not excufe youine-
uil. And thoghe you had no man of
power vpon your parte: yet, it is a fuffi-
cient aflurance for you , to haue the
warrit of Godds worde vpon your fide,
and God him felfto be your Capitayne
who willethnot onely the Magiftrates
ad officersto roote out euil from amon
geftehem,beit, idolatrie,blafphemie or
open iniurie, but the whole multitude
are therwith charged allo,to whé a por-
tia of the fiworde of inftice is comitted,
to execute the indgementes which the
Magiftrates lawfully commande . And
therfore if the Magiltrates would whol-
Iye defpice and betraye the iuftice and
Lawes of God , you which are fubiectes
with them fhall be condemned except

you
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you mayntayne and defend che fme
Lawesagaynit them,ad all others to the
vttermofte of your ]!:uwcrs,that is, with
all your ftrégth,with all your harte and
withall your foule , for this hath God
required of you,ad this haue you promi
fed vnto him not vnder codition (ifthe
Rulers will)but without allexceptiés to
do what fo euveryour Lorde and God
{hall commande you.

As touching idolatrie , it is worthie
to be confidered what Moyfes wryte- Dest.33s
the, orrather the Spirite of God by hi,
how the Lorde in that place chargeth
the whole people to ftone to death with
out mercy the falle Prophet or drea-
mer,when anie {hulde rife vp amongeft
thé,yea thoghe the thinges came to paf
fewhich he before {pake, ifthat therby
he foght to perfwadethé ordrawethé to
idolatrie. And alfo howe he fuffred fuch
amégeft hispeople totry ad prouve thé,
whether they woulde loue him with all
their harte and with all their foule, mea
nig(as every ma may well perceaue)that
if they fhulde yelde for all their fignes
ad wonders to idolatrie, ad not punifhe
fuch falfc Prophetes and dreamers as

m, iii,

Ewod.17
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God had rayfed vp: that thé they loued
him not,yea that they had playnly for-
faken and denied him, for that he com-
manded exprellye that everie fuch Pro-
phet {huld be put to death, and therfore
chargeth to take the euill fré amongeft
them. Which commandemét as it is not
euen onely ta the Rulersand Gouer-
nours ( thoghe I confefle it chieflie ap-
perteyneth to their office to fee it execu
ted, for which caufe they are made Ru-
Iers) but allois comon toall the people,
whoare likewile bownde to the obfer-
uation of the fame: euenfo is the punifh
ment appoynted of God , belonging to
allmaner of perfons without exception,
being found tranf{greflors. For the Lor-
deis a iuft punifher,with whom there is
no refpeéte of perfons , who willethhis
people to be like him in their indgemé-
tes.In indgeméte (faithe the Lorde)co-
mitreno vnrighteoufnes,nether refpe
the face ofthe poore, nether be you a-
frayde at the catenatice of the mightie,
utindge vprightly to your neghbour.
Moreouer that euery perfone both
oh and loweis charged of Godwith
this Lawe, and none freede fromthe pu-
niflunétitds euidét in the fame Chapter

Eeelefi 35
Deut. 10.
Lenss 19,

Denut. 13 f‘l‘
|
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folowing: Where God doth not permit
fomuche as priuie whifpering in thy
eare , tending to idolatrie, vnpunifhed,
no not ofthy dearc(t frende or kin{ma,
fayng: Yf thine owne naturall brother, what za
fonne, daughter , or the wyffe of thine le we ogh
owne bofome,or thy neghboure whom God sn
thou loucfte as thine owne liffe,fecreat- F::;m"’g’
ly prouoke thee to idolatrie,, to ferue Moairen:
ftrage Gods, either farre or neare,geue
not place to him,nether heare him, ne-
ther let thine eye haue pitie vpo hi, ne-
ther {halt thou pardd him, or hide him,
but {hale veterly fley hizthy hande {hall
firft be vpon fuch a one ro kill him, and
then the handes of all the people &c¢.

The like commandement is alfo ge-
pen in the 17. and 18 . Chap.of the fame
boke,charging all the people of God in
generall,to {ee idolatrie plrrtiﬂwd withe=
onut mercie’, and that in all perfones.
wherfore we may mofte certaynely
conclude , that if the Rulers and Magi-
{trates in this cafe ,woulde not execu-
te the Lawesof God where with they
arefo ftraightly charged, that then the
people are not difcharged , excep-
te they put it in execution to take

m. iiii,
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the cuil from amongeft them, to whom
it alfo belongeth, Next,that no perfone
is exempted by any Lawe of God from
this punifhment, be he kinge,Quene or
Emperour,thatis,either openly or pri-
uely knowne to be an idolatrer be he
neuer foneare or deare ynto vs, he muft
dyethe death. For God hath/not placed
Asalper- them aboue others to tranfgreffe his
5 i per- . .
fones orhe L-aWes as they lifte, but to be fubiecte
toobey  vntothem aswellas others,ouer whom
Godes La- they gouerne, And if they be fubie@e
wesfoog- voto hisLawes,they mufte be fibie@ to
betherto the punifhment alfo , when they be
be punifh fownd difobedient tran{greflors:yea,fo
edifthy mnche the more as their example isme
tranfgrefle : 5
them,  Te daungerous.For looke what wicked-
nefle reigneth in the Magiltrates , the
fubietes comonly take incouragement
therby to imitate the fame , aswe fee in
the examples of Teroboam. Achab and
wicked Manaffes , who being fuffred in
the beginninge to commit idolatrie,
and to erecte idoles, made the fame li-
kewile laufull to all their fubie&es. For
Num 25. the fame caufe God commaded Moyfes
to hige vp all the capitaynes and heads
of the people,for that by their example
they made the people idolatrers alfo:he

1 .!{fﬂg.

14.21.
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had no refpeét ro their auloritie, be
caufethey were Ruilers, butfo muche
the rather woulde he haue them fo (har-
plie puniined, that is, hanged agayn(t
the lunne without mercy: which dge-
ment, thoghe it wasdone at Gods com-
mandment firfte , and after at Moy fes,
yet were the people executors of the
fame, and all did vnderftand that it was
iufte : and not for that tyme onely, but
to be a perperuall example for euer, ad
a fure admonition of their duetie in the
like defe(tid from God,to hige vp {uch
Raulers as fhulde drawe them fro ﬁim.
And thoghe it appeare at the firfte
fighta great difordre, thatthe people
fhulde takevnto them the punifhment
of tranfgrefsion , yet, when the Magi-
ftrates and other officers ceale to do
their duetie ; they are as it were, with-
out officers, yea, worle then if they had
none at all , and then God geueththe
[worde into the peoples hande, and he
him felfis become immedialty their he-
ad ( Yfthey will feeke the accomplifh-
ment of his Lawes ) and hath promifed
to defendethem and bleffe them. Leus.26:
And althogh the rebellion of the Desz7.50
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eople,theiringratitude and contem
e of Godes Lawes hath bene fuchat all
tymes, thatir isarare thinge 1ofhewe
their duetie in this behalf , by anye e-
xaple:yet is there one facte of the Ifra~
Ied.19.20 Jirey worthie memorie,idappertaynig,
tothis purpﬂfr;-'.-'hichr iswritten in the
boke of the fudges;at what tyme they
had no lawfull Magiftrate in all Ifraell.
who notwithftandinge rofe vp whollie
together agaynft the Tribe of Benia-
mi in Gabaa(becaufe of that fhamefull
vilanie , which the fonnes of Belial
had done to theLeuites wiffe)and fayed
The cimé or agreed amongeft them felues, that

peoplewi- pone fhuld departe to their houfesor
shost aGe gentes , before they were reuenged of

wernour
Pn P.;re
thé ﬁ lees
Fo Warre.

their owne brethern the Beniamites,
to flea thofe deteftable perfons , which
had fo fhamefully abuled the Leuites
wiffe,albeit The was an harlot,and they
without aguide or Capitayne:not kno-
wing whenthey cameto the feldewho
fhulde be their gouernour to leade thé,
and geue the onfet,before they had ¢6-
fulted with God , who appoynted vnto
them Iuda . Here do we fee the eleucn

Tribes

P T o T Mo |
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Tribes, to whome the Leuite made his
complaynt, in fendingeto euery Tribe
a portion of his wiffe , did not excufe
themt felues to fhew iuftice , bicaufe
they wanted a lawfull Magiftrate to
gouerne them , northoght them felues
difcharged for that they were as fheep-
pe without a paftor : except they did
thus arme them {clues againite the fon-
nes of Belial the yngodly Beniamites
to fee the Tudgementes ofGod executed
accordinge to hisLaw(and as they faide
them felues)to cut of the euil fré amon
elt,then demidingein the end the wic
Eed mé that had comitted that vilanie.
But youwil fay:Itisan other matter
for the people to enterprice fuch an
alte being withouta Ruler, and when
they haue a Ruler appoynted vnto
them , without whom they may do no-
thing.To this I anfiwered before thatit
isall one to be without a Ruler,and to
haue fuch aswill not rule in Gods fea-
re. Yea itismuch better to be deftitut
altogether , then tohaue 2 tyrantand
murtherer . For thenare they nomore
publik perfons ; contemning their pu-
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blik au&oritie in vlinge it agaynft the
Lawes, butaretobe taken of all men,
as priuate perlones , and fo examyned
and punilhed.Neuer the lefle,to the in-
tentyemay vnderftande, that the go-
uernour oght not to take away all rig-
ht from the people,nether difcharge thé
vtterly , from the execution of iuftice:
let vs confider a like example of the
peoples zele vader the worthie Capi-
tayne Tofua,who when they but harde
that the Sonnes of Ruben, the Sonnes of
The people Gad ,and the half Tribe of Manafles,
«fJemble in had ere@ted vp an Altarin their portis,
Gods canfe, which God had geuen them beyonde
Iordane, thinking that they had fo do-
ne, to haue {acrificed theron, and (o to
hauefallen from God : affembled them
felues rogether wholly,agaynft the Ru
benytes,Gaddites and half Tribe of Ma
nafles to renenge that, defe&ion from
God(as they tookeit)thoghe afterwar-
de they proued it to be nothing fo.
Which fatte, asit declared an earneft
true zele inthe people for the defen-
ce of Gods glorye, and his religion : fo
Iofua their Capitayne , nether did nor
ought

Iofua.2z.
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ought to haue reproued them: yea,
happie might Iofua thinke him felf,

that had his people {o readie to mayn-

tayne of their owne accorde the La-
wes of God,whiche before in the dayes
of Moyfes were fo ftubburne and re-
bellious. And ifthisredineffe wascom
mendable , hauing a worthie Magiftrae
and godly Capitayne: how neceflary is
it to be vled amongelt the people when
they haue vngodly and wicked Prin-
ces, who feke by all means to drawe
them rather from the Lawe of God,
thento incourage them to mayntayne
the fame 2 Wherfore this zele tode-
fend Gods Lawes and preceptes , whe-
rewith all fortes of men are charged, it
is not onely prayfe worthie in all, but
requyred ofall,not onely in abftaynin-
ge from the tranfgre(sion of the faycd
Lawes, but rofee theiudgemétes thercf
executed vpon all maner of perfones
with out exception. And thatif it be not
done by the confent and ayed of the
Superiours, it is lawfull for the people,
yea it is their duetie to do it thé felues,
as well vpon their owne rulers and Ma-
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giftrat, asvpon oth('_r{n'r‘!ht'ir bretheré,
hauing the worde of God for their war-
rant , to whichallare fubieéte ,and by
the fame charged to caft forthe all e-
vill from them,and to cut of euery rot-
ten membre, for feare of infeéting the
‘whole body , how deare or pretiousfo
cuerit be. Ifdeath bedeferued,death:
ifother punifhmétes, to fee they be ex-
ecuted inall,

For this caufe haue you promifed
obedience to your Superiors,that they
might herein helpe you: and for the
fame intent haue they taken it vpon
them. If they will fo do,and keepe
promiffe with you accordinge to their
office , then do you owe vnrothemall
humble obedience: Ifnot, you are dif-
charged, and no obedience belongeth
tothem: becaufethey are notobedient
to God, nor be his miniftersto punifhe
the evell,and'to defend the good . And
therfore your ftudie in this cafe, oght
to be, to fecke how you may difpofe
and punilhe according to the Lawes,
fuch rebells agaynft God, and oppref-
fers of your felues and your countrie:
and not how to pleafe them,.obeye

them,

A O M a.m%‘\c‘i’m
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them , and flatter them as you doin
their impietie. which is not the waye

‘to obtayne peace, and quictnefle , but

to fallin to the handes of the allmigh-
tie God , and to be fubie&ero his fea-
refull plaguesand punithmentes.

CHAP XIIIL

Thisisno doctrine of Rebellian, but the onely do~
{lrine of peace andmeans to imoy quictlicshe
comfortable bleffinges af God, which oght not to
be wiffbed foronely of the people but carefully
Joghtfor alje.

20 Bcmd Nd althoghe this feeme

/ n8)a ftrange dodtrine, per-

=8 relovs, and to moue [e-

\&¢ dition amégeft the peo

ﬁﬁ‘ple, and to take from

“—= the lawfull Rulers all

due obedience : yetwhofo will confi-
der themattera right, {hall finde it fou
nde and true do&trine ,and the onely
do&rine of godly peace andquietnefle,
and means.to auoyde all firief and
rebellion , by whiche onely Superiors
fhall crule> in the  feare of - God
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and fubiectes rencrently obeye them
without grudging or murmuring. Foris
there anie lawes more parfit then are
the Lawes of God?Or did anie ma better
know the nature of man,then he which
created man?Or anie more defierous to
keepe them in his feare, and true obedy
ence,then God him felf,who chofe them
for his pcople? Then who is fo mad and
impudet, to thinke that peace ad quiet-

" nefle can be amongeft anie peopleor

be? what Pation,by ohfcming the Lawes of wic-
Lawes are ked men; rather then in reteyning the
mofte expe wholfome Lawes of GodiThat ma whi-
dient for chisnot able to rule him felfe, can bet-

bis prefer- ter gouerne his fubieGes and defende

uaton.

Dest. 10.

them, than God may his people ¢ That

the people fhall rather enioye all blef-

finges of God,in yelding to the wicked -

nefle of thevngodlie Rulers, then to fee

them ftraightlie punifhed for tranfgref-

fions of the confortableLawes of the al-

mightieFor after that God had once ge

uen his Lawes to his people , he fhewed

them playnlie by Moy fes that he requi-

red nothing els of them , butto feare
himand towalke inhis wayes, to loue
“him yand ferue him with all their harte
and
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and to keepe his preceptes and ftatutes,
which he cémanded them that day.And
why? bycaule (faithe Moyfes) he isthe
God of Gods, the Lorde of Lordes, the
greate mightie and dreadful God , whi-
che hath no refpecte of perfones,nor ta-
keth anie rewardes. And this frue
fhall you be fuer of in keepinge his La-

wes.He wilbeyour prayfe,ad yourGod: g, -

that is(as in an other place the fame
Moyleswriteth)He will make you a wife
people,a mightie Nation, prayfed and
coméded of allNati6s,which (hall faye,
This is onlie a wife people,and a people
of vnderftandinge ad mightie . For what
people s fo great,whichehath theirGod
fo friendly and familiar with them , as
the Lorde our Godisin all thingesthat
we calltohim foriFor whiles we obey
his Lawes,and fuffer theminno cafe, ad
in no perfone to be tranfgreffed and left
vnpunifbed (to the vttermofte of our po
wer )weareaflured that the bleffinges
which God after promifed, fhalbe pow-
red vpé vs:that is to be blefled at home
and a brode,in the frute of our wombe,
of our lande, of our beaftes and cattell,
And the Lorde will make our enemies
n.

Deut, 284
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which rife agaynft vs to fall beforevs,
to entrein onewaye agaynit vs,and to
flee by feuen wayes afore vs. Andall
the people of the earthe (hall fee that
the Name ofthe Lordeiscalled ypon
amongeft vs,and fhall be afrayde of
Vs,
Yt is then no newe do&rine which
God fo longe ago taught tothe I{rae-
lites , norno rafhe or perelous dotrine
wherby they are onely made wife,and
mofte ftrongly defended . Nether yet
dothe it minilter occafion of rebellion,
without which there can be no godlie
eace or quictnefle, as your experience
in Englande hath all readie (as 1 fuppo-
{e ) fufficiently taught you :who haue
felt rather hellike tormentes , and tha-
mefull confufion ;fince ye permitted
the wilde bores to cafte downe the
hedge ot the Lordes vinyarde, that is,
his Lawes and preceptessthen aniema-
ner of godly PCR(‘e,fi!hCl‘iﬂ confcien-
ces or bodies: which miferie [hall haue
sarne con. PO €0d beforeyou reclayme witha ve-
Jeiéces be' hement zeleand loue , your righe ritle
Tudges in  and pofiefsion of Gods Lawes, which
this bebalfe you

Let your
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you haue mofte vnthankfully geuen
ouer and neglected.

Yfthe true zele of Gods people had
bene in youwhen poperie began to be
preached inthe place of the Gofpell,
when the Mafle was reduced in place of
the Lordes fupper , and that by the ig-
norant Papifts and malicious fhaue-
lyngs, when Antichrift was reftored 1o, The con-
difplace Chrift: coulde ye haue fuf- g”;?‘ of
feredthis voponithediOrifyou had pu 7% %"
nifhed itas you were then charged by dr?l':':a ’:“
Gods Lawesand mans , durfte they ha= Jionsious
ue proceaded to fuch impictie 2 If you wicked-
had required the Magiftrates to rule nes.
you in Godsfeare and not in tyrannie,
and that you woulde reuerence them as
Gods minifters (o rulinge you, other-
wile, notto acknowledg them but as
his enimies , and (o to take them : durit
either that Tefabel fo ragingly have
trodé Gods worde the Gofpell of Chrift
our Sauiour as a polluted fowe vnder
her feete,cither els fo rafhely defiroy-
de her fathers and brothers Lawes be-

- 0

u

foreber ? Durlte fhe without all tha-

me fo openly and vnfaythfully have

broken promiffe to them ( whiche
: n. i
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what vi-
lesareto

Be objirued

wrefifting
the fuperi
8T powers

to their owne {otrow, and all others this
day)were her chicf promorers? Affure
your felfsno. “If you had required all
Maffemongers, and falfe Preachers to
haue bene punilhed with deathe (asis
appoynted by Gods worde for fuch bla
fphemers and idolatrers , and if they to
whom it apperteyned,had denyed,your
felues would haue feen it performed at
all tymes, and in all places ) then {huld
you haue fhewed that zele of God, whi-
chwas comendedin Phinees,deftroyin-
ge the adulterers: and inthe Ifraclites
againfte the Beniamites, as before is no
ted. Yethen had not the Priftes of Baal
{o fwarmed abrode, nor the {eruites of
God haue benein {uch abundice mur-
thered. Bt great was our {ynnes befo-
re,that thisdeferued: and colde was our
zele to Godwardes after, that this{ha-
me haue fuffred:and groffe is our blynd
dulpes,whiche wilnot yet fee nor fecke
toremedie it,

Neuerthelefle in all thefe enterprifes
you mufte be certaine cand fure of this
onethinge,that vnder the name of Re-
ligion and pretence topromote Gods
glorie,you feeke not either your priua-

te

e . L. - Y. ]
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te gaynes or promotid,asdid all the car
nall Gofpelers,and fuch aswould be ¢
ted the chiefpillers and mainteyners of
the fame in tymespaft amongeft you,
Andtherfore vnder the cloke of Chrift,

' leckyni the worlde , when Chrift {e-

med to haue the vpper hande : are now
returned to their oldemaifter Antichri=
fie, o be his hired fouldiars,and to fight
vnder his banner agaynft Chrift and
his fernantes, by whom they were firfte
promoted. Which treafon God is prepa-
red allredie to reuenge, to pluck from
themhis fethers,and to fet furthtothe
whole worlde their (hameand naked-

nefle . For he is a iuft God , and hateth Pfali.

iniquitie,and therfore will be no cloke
to couer their falfhodeand couetouf-
neffe,

Alfo ye muft beware that prinate
difpleafure, and worldly iniuries moue
yot not more to feeke renengement of
your aduerfaries,then the true zele and
thiclte of Gods worde, the lively foode
of your foules. Forthen do you fecke

our felues,and not God:then take you

{is office out of his hande, to whom ye

oght to commit all your private dif-
B i,
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{)Tca furesand iniuries : then can ye not
oke to haue Gods right hande ypon
your parte, but rathermay be affured
to finde him your enimie, and trongly
armed againft you.To refifte euill ther-
foreis your parte, and to mayntayne
Godlynefle, but fymply and vnfayned-
ly , for the loue of vertue, andhatred
of vice , yfyou will be fure to profper,
and auoyde Gods heauy difpleafure,
who is the fercher of your hartes and
fecredts, and will in tyme difclofe
them and make them knowen to all
metl. '
But you perchaunce would gra-

unt meall this, that itis both lawfull
and godly , ifthe people wholie to ge-
ther woulde follow the example of ze-
lous Phinees and the Ifraelites, asbe-
fore was mentioned , and take punifh-
ment them felues vpon all blafphe-
mers of God , manifeft betrayers of
their countrie, and cruell murtherers
of their brethern : {eing the Lawesof
God and publycke peace can be by
no other means reftored. But when
the people them felues agree not,
when

——
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when they are denided amongeft them
{elues; andthe greateft parte of them
perchance papiftes, and will be mayn-
teyners of {fuch vngodly proceadings
as are now broght in to Englande,
how is it pofsible that by the weaker
parte, Gods glory fhulde be refto-
red?

To this I anfwere , that as I know
the reftoringe of Gods worde ; and The anf-
comfortable do@rine of our Sauiour were,
Chrifte «to be the onely worke of
God and of no man( thoghe he for=
fake not man as a meane external)
and alfo am not ignorant that here-

gardeth notthe multitude and ftren-
ghe of man to accomplifhe his pur-
pofe, who hath bene accuftomed to

I

geue the viftorie to a few in nom-
ber, and weake in {trengh; that the h'“fn!;,:'
glorie might be his: fo will I not Indees &
counfelle you rafhely to caft your *
felues into danger ; but patiently and
erneftly tocall to the Iyuing Lorde for
mercy, and acknowledging your fyn-
nes(for which this plague is powred v-
pon you)to defier him to fhewefome fi~

n. iiii.
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Exod. 2.3

‘lmfg 3.

A fuerfiz
nethat
God hear-
eth ourpra
yerswhen
be Teuith
¥sa mea-
we to deli-
wer vs.

1. Mach.6

gne of conforte: who hath promifedto
eare your groninges, and to beholde
youraffliction, as he did the groninges
and opprefsion of his people in Egypt,
when they were broght to full repen-
tance ad fealing of their {ynnes: fo that
he came downe from heauen,id appea~
red to Moyfes ,and fent him to be their
Capitayne,whom they once had forfa~
ken:asyou haue done Chrifte,

And as he alfo fent Othoniel to deli~
uer his people;whe they cryed vntohim
in that captiuitie that they were in vn~
der the i:fo]atrous kynge of Mefopo-
tamia for the fpace of eight yeres.

Nether isthis ynoughto call vpon
God for helpes except ye vterly forfa-
ke the wicked do&trine and doingesof
the papiftes,ad feeke alfo (to the vter=
moft of your power) for remedie in. fo-
lowing the example of the people of’
God,as it is writen ;: whiche did noto-
nely ferue Godand callto him for hel-
pesat what tyme they were deftirute of
their worthie Capitayne Iudas Macha-
beus:but alfo foght it,and demanded it
where it was liketo be foundeJ/And af-

em-
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femblinge them [elues together, came
to Ionatﬁan his brother, defiering him
to be their guide and Capitayne,to hel
pethem in their miferie,and to defende
them agaynit the enimies of God,their
whole nation being then mofte cruelly
opprefled on euery fide, and the mofte
arte of them invile flauery , ferninge
the ftrage Gods of the heathen. Thé Io-
nathi pityinge their eftateand his ow=
ne,did not deny theirrequefte,but wil-
lingly toke in hande that dangerous
enterprife,beige affured that the caufe
was lawfull , to maintaine to his power
Gods glorie ad to fuccour his affliGted
natio, as his brother Tudas had done be
fore him.And doinge the fame witha fi-
mpleeye, accordinge as he was boiide,
God profpered hisdoinge ; and he had
ood fuccefle

Therfore yf they did wellin dema~
dinge fuccour,and he difcharged his
con%cience ingraunting their requeft,
why is it notalfo lawfull for youto fee-
ke helpe of thé that be able ad willing:
and for them likewife togratite helpe,
towhom Godhath lente it for thatvie
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efpecially?

Buc I know your anfwere: experience
(faye you ) hath taught vs the contra-
ry For if God had bene pleafed herein
with . Syr Thomas Wyat that valiant
Capitayne taking in hande the like
enterprife: it fhulde vndoutedly haue
had better fuccefle.But he being a man,
and of God , ofgreat cftimation amon-
geft all goodmen , was notwithftan-
dinge apprehended, condemned, and at
the laft(althogh he was promifed his par

sir Henry don)asatraytor beheaded, And befides

Iy

"him Sir Henry Hley knight , withmany

godely men for the fame falte, hanged,
and murthered. The like alfo ye will af-
firme of that Noble man Henry Lorde
Graye,Marques Dorfet, ad Duke of Su-

The Duke ffolke : who onely for the zealethathe
of Suffolk had to promote Gods glorie,and the li-

bertie of his countrie, prepared him felf
with that power he coulde make tothe
ayde of the fayed Wyat, accordinge to
his promifle . But beinge deceaued ; or
rather betrayed by fuch ashe trufted

o he Lovde YDIO,Wasin the ende alfo apprehended,

T homas
Graye.

and with his brother the Lorde Thomas
Gray (a Gentleman of great courage,
and
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and rowardnefle,likewife beheaded.
Althogh ['minde not to ftand long in
the praife of thefe worthye més faltes,
who mofte cowardly were of many be-
trayed , which fince perch wmce haue felt
fome parte of worfe mifery : yet fomu-
che muft I nedes confefle in their be-
half, that none but papiftes, or tray-
tors can iuftly aceofe rruem of treafon
or difobedience. Ofwhé tobe mifdai-
ned or flandered , is in the eyes ofthe
odly,no fmall cdmendation, ad pray-
Fe. Forto paile ouerwith filéce the duke
of Sulffolke (whofe noble parétage and
erneft loue that he bare tothe promo~
ting of Chriftes Gofpell , and the welth
of his cotitrie, is to all Englifhe men fuf-
ficiently knowne ) what 1befeche you
moued Wyat that worthy knight tori-
fe2was it his pouertic Beholde, he was
afamous Gétleman of great landesand
poffefsions,ftowt and liberail in the fer-
uice of his Prince, faithefull to his
countrie, and mercifull to the poore,
Soght he ambitioufly honour? Which
of his enemies coulde herewith iuftly
chargehim ¢ Did he this bicaufe he was
of a troublefome id bufy nature,which
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coulde notbe vader lawfull gouerne-
ment.His great wifedome,modeftie,ad
gentle behauiour at all tymes, ad to all
petfons ; did well declare the contra-
ry:euer more being founde a faythfull
Capitayne to his Price in the ficlde, ad
an obediét fubiefte at home. What thé
moued him to this dangerous entrepri-
{e? Verely , the zeale of Gods trueth
and the pitie that he had to his Coun.
trie, forthe miferies he fawe to a ppro-

what mo- che by the vlurped power of vngodly
wed M.wy Tefabell ,and her merciles pagiﬂes the

fowldiars of Antichrifte. Yfit be treafo

@eprifee o0 defend the Goflpel and his Countrie

frome cruel ftrangers and enemies, thé

was Wyat a traytor ad rebell.but if this

was his duetye, and all others that pro-

fefled Chrifte amégelt you, then are all

fuch traytours, as did deceaue him:and
fuch as toke not his parte alfo, whé ty-
me id occafid by him wasiuftly offered.
And thogh his enterprife had not

fuch fucefle, as we would haue willhed:
yetwasitnoworfe then our cowardnef
{e,and vowort hinelle delerued. \Whiche
nether oght of anie therfore to be con-
demned, nether fhulde be anie difcoura
; gement
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gemét to others in the like. For fomety
mes we fee the verie feruantes of God to
haue euill fuccefle in their doinges , ac-

cording to mas iudgement: and yet God Pt e
iswell pleafed therwith.As the example 0
of the Ifraclites, wherof we made men- by the fue-
tion before dothe mofte manifeftlic ap cefle.
;{)roue: at what tyme they armed them lud.29
clues agaynft the Beniamites, and that

at the commandement of God, and yet

were twile difconcfyted , lofing the firft

tyme 12 . thoufand men : and the next

day folowing 18.thow(and:bothetymes,
confulting withthe Lorde,and folowing

his commandement,

Ifthou wilt here pronounce accor=

dig to the effeéte;behold,thou {halt pre

ferre the vile ad adulterous Beniamites

to the feruatites of God:thofe which mo

{te abhominably abufed the Leuites
wiffe,to them that with the zele of God

foght to haue the tranfgrefsion punif-
hed.Euen fo,{aye I of worthie Wyat: Yf

you iudge his fatteaccordrng to the fue

cefle in mansreafon: then fhall you pre
farre to him allthe falfe and flatterin
Counfellers , all wicked and blouddy
Bifhoppes,and all others that would be

How dam
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counted Nobles, which in very dede be
traytours to God and his people. But
Wwyatsl dowte not,departed with prayfe
the feruant of God , where all thefe are
Jeft to perpetual thame and deftruétion
withour fpeedie repentance. O noble
Wwyat , :Eou art now with God, and
thofe worthy men that died for that en-
terprifel Happy art thou,and they whi-
chare placed 11: your euerlaftinge inhe-
ritance,and freed from the miferie of fu
che as were your enimies, in {o infte and
lawfull a caufe:who live as yet patrones
of idolatrers, of theues and murcherers,
agaynft who thou and thine fhall ftande
one daye asiudges to their codénation,
For what can you Nobles or Coiifel-
lersfay efor yourfelues at that daye,whé
God (hall call you to accompt (ye kno-
we not how fone) which haue permitted
Wyat,and with him thewhole Churche
and comon welth of England to fall in-
to the handes of Gods enimies . and
would not refkewe him , fome of you
hauing then in your handes fufficient
ower not onely to haue fupported him
and otherswhich feare God accordinge
to duety ad promiffe.but to haue tamed
the




the riping lyons, raginge beares,ad ra~
ueninge wolues? Haue ye not herein iu-
ftly codemned your [elues as faynt har-

ted cowardes and manifefte trayters,
natonely to Wyat,but to Ged him [elf,
to his poore opprefled feruantes , and to
your owne natine and ruynous cotitrie
But your yngodly ferches and wicked
doinges (wherof Lam not all together i-
goorant)with your names, do now pur
poflye omitte:perchice God inthe mea
ne feafon will chaunge your myndes,
fofté your harde hartes, and call youto
repentice, Otherwifé doute ye nothige,
but God will minifter eitherto me, or
fome other(or it belonge)the ike occa-
fion to fet forth your fhame and naked-
nefle to all pofteritie;as you mofte wor-

thely haue delcrued: who hithervnto ha
uelnewed yourfelues( in contemnyng
{o many ad notable occafiosoffered by
Gads prouidence, aswell fynce as in the
dayes of Wyar)to be mé in whom is ne
ther zele to religion, nor loue to your
cottrie, And therfore I leauinge youto
Gods mercies,or fearefull iudgementes,
will fpeake a worde or two by the waye
to théwhich will be calledGofpellers,ad
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yet haue armed them felues agayn(t the
Gofpel drawing forth with them out of
their countrie to mayntayne Philipps
warres, and to pleafe Iefabel ( who ice-
keth by that means, to cut their throtes
craftely)their poore and ignorant tena-
tes and other fouldiars without know-
ledge , whiles their brethern be burned
ar home and their countrie like tobe wa
ﬂcd,{ﬁnylcd,(}ppreﬂ%d, poﬁ'eﬂ'ed,and re
plenithed with vngodly Spanyardes. Is
thisthe loue that ye beare to the worde
of God? (6 ye Gofpellers) haue ye bene
fo taught in the Gofpel to be wilfull
murtherers of your {elues, and othersa-
brode , rather then lawfull defenders of
Gods people,and your countrieatho-
metls Gods caufe become iniufte ad not
meete to be defended:and the cruel mur
ther and thamefull flaughter of Princes
approued ¢ This hathe not the Gofpell
taught you , but chieflye in all your
doinges to fecke the kingdome of God,
next to loue your neighbour as your fel
ues: and in no cafe to be murtherers (as
all you are ) that cither for pleafureof
Princes,or hope of promotion,or gayne
of wages are become Capitayns, or foul

diars,
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diatsin vnlawfull warres , efpecially in
this cale and daungerous tyme.

Then which of you all now for (hame
can accufe that zelous and godly man
Wyat', whither ye be of the Nobles,
Coifellers,Lords, knightes,or of the co
mon fouldiars ¢ I wil make your owne
confciences iudges in this matter , whi-
ther worthie Wyat or you fhuld be také
for traytorstHe,who inthe feare of God
and loue towardes his countrie foght to
defende all,ad to diftroye none: or you,
who feckinge the deféce of pone,labour
to deftroy all ¢ He , who indeuvered him
felfto withftande wicked Iefabel, and
the onely traytors of Gods truthé, and
their colitrie,as Priefls, Bifhopps,and pa
piftes: or you thar haue bene theirmayn
teyners,with fhildes ad bucklers. He,w-
ho according tothe worde of God, foght
with the daunger of all his goods , lan-
des,and liffe,to keepe out ftragers,whi-
chwere comynge to rule ouer you, and
to deuoure you: or you,which haue be-
ne meanes withyour lives, lands , and
goodes to bringe them in,and to defend
them?He,who would be openly knowen
inhisdoinges ashe was in harte, theire-
o.

WIJ"]:J('F
Wyt ;m{!‘
thofe that
died wntly
bim: orthe
Counfele -
s Nobles
and dthey
that et
lyue are
trayeodys,
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nimiesor you which hate them inward-
Iy ; and yer do what you may to (hewe
your felues friendes outwardly ! But tell
me your gaynes in the end. To conclu-
de,he who did his indcuour amonge his
contriemen at home to defend them, or
Souldiars youwhiche helpinge your enemies abr-
Lunse ¥ ode,labour to deftroie your fricdes and
;’:f I countrie at home?
OO glio you fubieftes 3d fouldiars,which
to vnlawr= YOu 4 2 !
full warres are gone with themto butcher your fel-
and lning ues and others without caule or cofcien-
ther coiiry ceycontrarie to the worde of God,be you
deftitute,  aflured thatbefore him you fhall be con
arercbells demned asrebells and difobedient per-

#o.Godand. £ n0c | where as your godly bretheren

Eraytonrs

. which in 2 iult and lawfull caufe died
to their ] ’

eounry,  With faithfull Wyat , are alowed béfore
Gen.9. God,and of all goodmen commended.
Deat.§. O London,London,thou that boafted
Lewi.24. thy felftobethe Terufalem ofall Engla
The co.*.-f'-;-' deywherin Chrilt chieflie was preached,
naionof  and the truethe of his Gofpell beft kno-
;i:;"i’::’:: wne, reméeber how thou For[‘ool‘ic_ﬁ that
v godlyCapitayne,ad what promific thou
madeft him. Thou(T (ay) which mighteft
haue bene an example and coforte to all
the Cities;and Townes in Englande, id
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to haue made the papiftes to tremble ad

uake for feare <*God graunt that for
thy faynt-harte'in that “behalf, and fha-
mefull falling from God in murthering’
then and {ynce fo'many of his feruantes
and Prophetes, thou be notlcft likewife
deftirure and defolate,not one ftone 1 it
vpon a iother, as happened to Terufalé.
Thou canft not herein defende chy felf,
which I'ynce hattbenereadie; and yetart
to maintayne wicked Iefabellinherty.’
rannie at home, ad in her vogodiy & ne
deles warres abrode with thy goodsand’
bodie at her commandement,being ther'
by made an ayeder , helper, and furthe-
rer of all hervngodly opprefsion and ty
rannie, And therfore muft nedes be par=
taker with her of the dreadfull plagues
and lenifIi1nc'nrs » which God hath ap-
poynted for [uchimpictie,

Wherfore to conclude this matter,yf
Wyats caufe wasiufte and lawfull, as
thou mufte nedes confelle: forifhewe-
re fautie in anie poynt,it was chieflicin
this, that he pretended rather the caufe
of his countrie, then of Gods Religion,
which allwayes oght to be preferred,

0 “ M5

Mat.24.
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and with outthe which no'Realme or
nation may long ¢otyhewe in quietnef-
fe:for thé God keepeth not watche ouer
thé . Yfalfo he was betrayde of others,
and foght not to betraye any : if he pur-
roﬁ:d Gads glorie, and the defence of
his countre : 1fthe iuftnefle of the canfe
oght to trye his doiges,ad not the effeck
thatfolowed, or the preuétige of tyme,
where vanto he after a forte wasinforled:
thé oght no perfone,whitherhe bea Ru
ler,or fubie&e, Counfeller, Noble,pu-
blicke or priuate to be difcouraged,but
rather incouraged by Wyats example.
The people tofeeke and demande hel-
pe of thé that are able,and they to graat
the fucgour willigly:fecking by allme-
anspofsibleto reftore Chrift agayne,;ad
his kigdome, withwhom you haue loft
alligodlye libertie d. quietnefle: andto
expell Antichrilt and all hisadherentes,
by whom you are broght in this mifera-
ble flavery and bodage , both of bodies
and foules.

Andthoghe it fuccede notthe firlt or
feconde tyme,no more then did the en-
treprife of Wyat,or ofthe Ifraclites:yet
when God fhall fee your zele and dili-

genge,
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gence;to be applyed onely in feckinge
to maynteyne his kingdome ; and the

lorie therof:he wil helpe no dowte at
?enghe to confounde all his enimies, as
hedid the thirde tyme eonfort the If-
raelitsto theviterdeftru&io of the ad-
ulterous Beniamits . ‘We muft now loo-
ke for no reuelations from the heauens
to teache vs our duety, itbeing fo play-
nely fet before our eyesin his wordes
And ifinthis cafe confiderately begone
in the feare of God, it fhuld happen any
ofyou to perifhe, confider you perifhe
but in the flefhe to lyue with God: lea-
uinginthe meanetymean example be/

hinde you, that you liued in his feare
andfoght his glorie according to your
duetye.

CHAP. XV.

\hat remedy or counfell s left , to the I:our.-am? af-
flscted feruantes of God 5 at wlhat tyme they are
deftitute of ull outwiarde meds and fupporse of mé

O the people of Ifrael,

P =) whom God from amon«

. sg_(d ge all nations chofe ta

e be his peculiar people,

+&} he did not onely geue

=223 his Lawes, ordinances
0, iii,

we oght 1o

be cirented

with Go -
ds worde
oniely and
loke forno
newe rKe
lation .
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and (tatuces: but alfo inftituted all kinde

of officiersto fee the fame Lawes put in

exccution. And belidesthis, appoynted

foch as might be leaders and defenders

of them 1 tyme of warre agaynft their

enimes 5 and fuch as Chuld mayntayne

their rightat home in tyme of peace: as

were their indges and princes appoyn-

ted ouerenery Tribe, befides their kin-

ge and chiefgouernour,to whome itswas

lawfull for the people a4 for euery, Tri-

be toreforte in tyme of dunger, toal-

ke counfeleand delier helpe , who were

likewife bounde to heare their caufe,

and fupport them , whither it were by
counfelle or bodely traucll,

In like maner God hath no leffe mer

cifully delte withyouin Englande, not

Thegra- onely geuing yoto you his Lawesand ho

¢es ”fG’f‘J ly worde , with farre greater light and

‘1;21;:!: playner declaration ofhis will and plea

e moft s Turethen euer was publifhed to the If-

boedant - vaelits : butallo hath furnifhed you wi-

ifthen wa th all fortes of Magiftrares, officers, and

wld v thé gouernors necelarie for the 1ccomplif=

hment, ot rather cxecution of the fame,

To whomit oght to be no lelle lawfull

for




n

OR“DISOBEY. 21§

for you to reforte for comforte in your
necefsitie , then it was to the Ifraélites,
and they as muche bowrid to heare you.
For this cault haue you Mayres,Shiriffs,
and'Aldermen in Cities,Counftables ad
Bayliffs in Townes, koightsad Tuftices,
in Shires'and countries . To thefe oght
the people to haue concurle innecelsi-
tie; who (huld be their refuge and ayde
inall trouble and aduerfitie.

But ifall thele be fo fhamfully cor-
rupted , and fo myndles of their charge
and office , that nether the Citezens can
becoforted,nor fuckered by their May:-
res, Shiriffes, ind Alder men : nether the

oore Townesmen and Tennants by
their Tuftices and Landelordes , burall
geuen ouer as it were to Satan, andto
ferue the luftes of their chief Rulers,ca-
renot whether the poore people finke
or fwyme,fo it be wellwith them(thogh
it be a thinge impofsible that the pco-
pTe can be diftroyed and 'they efcape
dafiger, or that their neyghbours houfe
ci be confumed with fyer,and theirs re-

It is tmpa-
[fible for
the P»'nf.i‘g
to perylHe
and the

mayne vatonched) Yfall 1faye.in whd Rulers te

the people {huld loke for comforte, wer
0. iiii.

e

E'A(‘;JP!-
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all togethdr declyned from God (asin
dede they apeare to be at this prefent ty
me in England, without all feare of his
Maieftie or pitie vpon their brethern)
andalfo, yfthe lealtand weakeft parte
ofthe people inall places feared God,
and alloutwarde means of helpe viter-
ly taken from them , nether being able
to fynde remedie amogeft them felues,
nether ¢a (ee how to be (upported of o-
thers:thé affure your [elues (deare bret-
hernand feruantsof God ) there can be
no better counfell, nor more comforta~
ble orprefent remedie (which you fhall
proue true, if God graunte you his Spi-
rite and grace to folowe it) then in con=
tynual and dayly inuocation of his Na-~
me , to reft whollie and only vpon him,
make him your fhilde, buckelerand re-
fuge ,who hath fo promifed to beto all
them that are opprefled and depend v.
pon him : to do nothing commanded
agaynit God and your confcience, pre-
ferring at all tymes (as you hauelear-
ned before Ythe will of God, to thewill,
punifthments , and tyranny of Princes:
fayng,and an[weringe toall manerof

per=
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petfones: Thish ith God commanded,
this muft we do. Thathath God forbid-
dé,that will we not do.yf you will rob-
be vsand fpoyle vs for doinge the Lor-
des will , to the Lorde muft you make
anfiwere , and not tovs : forhis goodes
they are,and not ours. If ye will impri-
fone vs,behold,ye are oppreflors . If ye
will hange vsor burne vs, beholde ye
aremurtherers of them which feare the
Lorde,and are created to the Image of
God : forwhole contempte ye fhall be
ftraytly punifhed. And for our parte,yf
youtake from vsthis vile and corrup-
tible lyffe, we are affured the Lorde
will geue it vs agayne withioye , and
immortalitic both of bodie and fou-
le.

Yf God geue you graceto make
thisor the like anfwere, and ftrenghto
contemne theirtyrannie ; you may he
certayne and fure to finde vnfpeakable
conforte and quietnes of confcience,
in the mydle of your danger and grea-
teft rage of Satan.And thus boldly con-
felsinge Chrift your Sauiour before
men(asby the example of thoufandes
of your bretheren before your faces
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Tyrantes
can go no
farther

then God

permitsith.

God doth mercifully incourage you)
you may with all hope and pas®nce
wayte for the ioyfull confefsion of
Chrift agayne before his Father and
Angellsin heaven,that you are his obe-
diente and dearely beloued feruantess
being alfo aflured of this , thatifit be
thewill of Godto haue yeu anie lon-
gertoremayne in this miferable worl=
de , that then his prouidence is fo care-
full cuer you,id prefent with you, that
noman or power can take your liffe
from you, nether touche your bodiea-
nie further then your Lorde and God
will permit them. Whiche nether fhall
be augmented foryour playne con‘ef=
fion , noryet diminifhed for kecpinge
of filence . For nothing cometh to the
feruants of God by hap or chatice,who-
feheares of their headsare numbred.
Wherof yf you be fo affured as you
oghtto be,there canbe nothing that
fhuld make youto (hrinke from the Lor

de. Ifthey do caft you in prifé with Io=

feph,the Lorde will delyuer yossyf th-
ey caftyou towilde beafts and lyons,as
they did Daniel,you (hall be preferued:
yfinto the fca withlonas, ye[hallnot

be
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be drowned:or in to the durtie dongeon
withIeremiesyou (hall be delyuered:ei-

therin to the fyrye furnace withe Si-

drach, Mifach,and Abednago,yet fhall

you not be confumed.. Contrarie Wil€s yome cam
yfithe his good pleafure that you (h- gy dheir
all glorific his holie Namein yourde- bf burby
ath ,what great thing haue you lofte? Godesap-
Changing death for liffe,milery for fe- pofuscment
licitie , contynuall vexation and trou-

ble, for perpetuall reft and quietnefle:
chofinge rather todyewith {hame of,

the worlde being the [ernantes of God,

then to lyue amongeft men in honor

being the feruantes of Satan, and con-

demned of God . Otherwile,ifyou ge-
ue place tothe wickednefle of mento
efcape their malice and bodily dangers,
you fhewe your f{elues therinto feare
man more then the mightie and dread-
full God : him that hath but power of
your bodie ;and that at Gods Tpoyn -

tement,then God him felfywho hath po
wer , after he hath deftroyed the body,
to caft both bodies and foules in to hell
fyre, there to remayne euerlaftingly in
tormcmegvni‘pcakabie.
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And moreouer that which youlo-

Shamfull keto obtayne by thefe (hamefull {hi-
[ifies.  etts,you fhall befure to lofe with gryef
and trouble of Confience. For this fa-

Mat.16, Yingof our Maifter being true and cer-
tayne, That they which feeke to faue th

cir liffe(meanynge by anie worldly rea

fon or policie ) thall Jofe it : what {hall

be their gaynes at lengh, when by dif-
{imulation and yelding to popifhe bla-

fphemie , they difhonor the Maieftie of

God to inioye this fhorte, miferable

and mortall lyffe ;tobe cafte from the

favour of God,id companie of his hea-

uenly Angells,to inioye for a (horte ty-

me their goodes and poffefsions amon-
ge their flefhly and carnall friends:
Offich  whenas their confcience within {hall

woit frame

hod . € deeply wounded withe hellike tor-
o e mentes?when goddes curfe and indi-
cient prife 3 z
before your ENtIon hangeth contynually ouer the
eyes. heades of fuch,ready to be powred do-
wne vpon them 2when they (hall finde
no comforte , but vtrer difpayer with
Tudas,which for this worldly riches (as
hedid)hauefolde their Maifter:fekinge
citherto hange them felues with Tu-
Wdas.  das, to murther them felues with Fran-
cch
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cesSpera ; to drowne them felues with

Speras

Tultice Hales, eitherelsto fallintoa ra Hales.

ginge madnefle with Tuftice Morgen?
What comforte had Iudasthen by his
mony receaued for betraynge his Mai-
fter Was he not {hortly after compel-
led tocaft it from him with this pitifull
voyce:1 haue {ynnedin betraying in-
nocét bloudtCoulde anie of thefe fore-
named perfons,after they had commyt-
ted the like treafon to our Sauiour Ie-
fus Chrilt finde anie more comfortein
their friendes,fromwhomthey were {o
loth to departe ¢ Oranie more pleafure
in their pofle(sions, or affurance in th-
eir treafures ¢ Beholde,they had all mo-
fte miferable lyuesfor the tyme, and
fhamefull endes.

Then deare brethern in Chrift,
what other rewarde can anie of you lo-
ke for , commytting the like offences?
Haue youanic more aflurance of Gods
mercies then they had? Woulde not
Chrift fpare his owne Apoftle Iudas,
and yetwill pardon you ¢ Did not iud-~
geHales appearingly profefle the Gof-
PeIl a longe fpace, and was greatly
commended for a godly man amon-

I\-lar‘gﬂh
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wicked gelttheGodly?And yet after by the im-
DayofChi portunate perfwations ofthe peftileut
@ fier  papiltes denyinge his Masfter, fuftayned
bk ’f”J . this horrible iudgment,thathe and fuch
zg;:‘{i:hke might be a perpetuall example for
you and all men to feare the like or

worfe puni‘.-!'.c-nwl'm:.
You fee therforé how there isno
trufte but'in God ; no comfort but in
Chirift; no affurance but in his promif=-
fe,by whofe obedience oncly you fhall
auoyde alldanger . And whatfocuer
you lofe in thisworld and fuffer for his
Met.10. Name, it fhall be here recompenced
with double according to his promifle,
and in the worlde to comewith liffe e-
uerlaltinge: which isto finde your liffe,
when ye are willinge ro lay it downe at

his commandement.

Thefecond ¥am not ignorant how vonaturall a
madlafte  ghinge itis, and contrarie to the flelhe,
remedic. willingly to fultayne fuche cruell dea-
the, asthe aduverfaries haveé appoynted
to all the children of God , myndinge
conftantly to ftand by their profefsion:
which to the fpirite notwithftanding is
eafie and ioyful. For thogh the flefhe be
frayle , the fpirite is pronipte and redy.
‘Wherof

P R SR ey S o [t e = |
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Wherof ( rrayl’cd be the name of God)
you haue had notable experietice in ma
ny of your brethern very martyrs of Ch
ritte, who with ioye paciétly and tryum
phinglie’, haue {uffed and drunke with
thurite ofthat bitrer cupp which nature
fo muche abhorrethi:wonderfully firég-
thned no dowte by the fecreat infpira-
tion of Gods holy Spirite. So that there
oght to be none amogeft you fo feeble,
weake or timorous , whom the wonder-
full examples of Godes prelent power
and finguler fadour in thofe perfons,
{hulde not incourage, bolden,and forti-
fic,to [hewe the like coftanciein the fa-
tic caufe and profefsion.

Neuertheles , great caufe we haue
thankfully toconfider theinfpeakable
mercy of God in Chrifte,which hath far
ther refpectetoour infirmitie , that w=
henwe hane not that boldenefle of fpi-
rite to ftande to the death, 2s we fee o-
thers ,yet gening {o muche to our wea-
knefTe , he hathe prouided a prefent re-
medie, that beig perfecuted inone place,
we haue libertic to fleein toa nother:
wherewe cannot be in our owne coutric
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Matlo.

with a fafe confciéce ( except we would

The greate make opon pmibl'amno}'uur religion,
céfore chat which is cuery mans duetic,and lo be

I“.n&hﬁ;r
b,u:!ﬂ)-
bed for
Chrifte
fukefinde
tn ot b r
Conntryes

broght to offre vp our liues in facrifice
to Godin teltimonie that we are his:)
He hathe mollyfied and prepared the
hartes of ftranges to receue vs with all
pitie and gladneffe , where you may be
alfo notonely delyuered from the fea-
re of deathardthe papifticall tyrannie

raltifed without all meafure in that
cottrie: but with great freedome ofco-

fcience heare the worde of God conty-

nually preached;and the Sacraments of
our Sauiour Chrift purely and duely
miniftred,without alldregges of pope-

rie, or fuperfticion of mans inuention;:

to the intent you being with others re-
frefthed fora fpace, and more ftrongly
fortified, may beallo with othersmo-~
re willing and ready to laye downe
your lyues at Gods appoyntment. For
that is the chicfeft grace of God ; and
areateft perfection,to fight euen to the
bloude vnder Chriftes banner,and with
him to gene our lives.

But if you will thus flee (welbelo-
tied in the Lord ) you muft not chofe
vnto
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vnto your felues places according as
you phantafie, as many of vs which ha-
ue left our eountrie hauedonne : [ome
dwelling in papifticall places amongeft
the enimies of God in the myddle of
impictie : in France,as in Paris, Orlian~
ce ; and Rone : and fome in Italy, asin
Rome, Vanice, and Padua. Which per=
fons in fleeing from their Quene,runne
tothe PoFc:fe:f.ri ng the daunger of their
bodies , feeke where they may poyfon
their foules : thinking by this means to
be lefle fufpe&cd of Iefabell , {hew
them felues afrayd and athamed of the
Gofpel, which in tymes pafte they haue
{towtly profefled. And left they fhuld be
thoght fauorers of Chrifte,haue purpof-
ly ridden by the Churches,and Congre
ations of his feruauntes their bret-

]glemc , nether mynded to comforte
others there,nor to be comforted them
felues. Wherin they haue fhewed the co
Idenefle of their zele towarde religion,
and geuen no fimall occafion of {lander
to'the worde of God,which they feemed
to profefle.For beinge returned againe,
into ther Countrie,they either become.,
Idolaters with the papiftesto pleafe thé

p.
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Querie , and kepe their poflefsions , or
els dilfemblerswiththe reft of counter-
fete chriftians : but to their owne con-
demnation at length , except the Lorde
graunt vito them fpeedie repentance .
For whofo are afhamed of C[;u":il‘ ,and
hisGofpel,thusdenying bim before mé:
them hath he promifedto deny ,andbe
1 (hamed of before his Father, and An-
gells,in heauen. This maner of flecinge
then is vagodly, and ( as you heare)
daungcmus:and therfore not lawfull
for you therin to folow theire exam-
le.
g Nether is it ynoughe to keepe you
out of the dominions of Antichrifte ,ad
to place your feluesin corners where
ou mayebe quicte,and at cafe, and
pot burthened withe the chardges
of the poore , thinking it fufficient if
you haue alitle exercife in your hou-
{es in reading a chapiter. or two of the
Scriptures, and then wil be counted ze-
Tous perfons and great gofpellers . No
brethern and fifters , thisisnot the way
¢o Thowe your felues manfull fouldiars
of Chrift , except yourcforte where kis
_ bamner
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banner is difplayed , and his ftandarde
fett vppe : where the affemble of your
brethern is,and his worde openly prea-
ched,and Sacramentes faithfully mini«
ftred . For otherwife , what may a man
iudge,but that {uch either difdayne the
compagnie of their poore brethern, . . .,
whome they oght by all meansto hel-
pe and comfort ,according to that
power that God hath geuen them for
that ende onely,and not for their owne
cafe : or elsthat they hanenor that ze-
Ie to the houfe of God , the affemble of
his feruantes, and to the {pirituall gyf-
tes id graces(which God hath promifed
to powre vpon the diligent hearers of
hisworde) as was in Dauid:which defie-
red being a kinge , ratherto be a dore-
keeper in the houle of God, then to
dwelinthe tentesof the vngodlye: la- plars4.
mentyng nothinge fomuche theiniu-
ries done vnto him by his fonne Abfo-
Jon ( which were not fmall ) as that he
was depryued from the comfortable
exercices in the Tabernacle of the Lor-
de , which then was in Sion . Nether
dothe there appearc.in fuch - per-
p. il
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fons that greedie defier (wherof Efai ma
keth mention) whiche oght to be in the
profeflers of the Gofpell , who neuer
woulde ceafe orrefte, till they fhuld cli-
me vpto the Lordes Hill: meaninge the
Churche of Chrifte ; fayng one to a no-
ther: Let vs afcende vp tothe Hill of the
Lorde , to the houfe of the God of Ia-
cobyand he will teache vs his wayes,and
we {hallwalke in his foote fteppes . For
the Lawe fhall come forthe of Sion, and
the worde of the Lorde from Ierufalem.
Whiche zele the Prophet dothe not mé-
tion invayne,but to fhew whata thurfk
and erneft defier fhuld be in the true
Chriftians , and how the fame apeareth
in feekinge and refortinge to thofe pla~
ces, where it is fet forthe in greatefte a-
bundance and perfeftion, as was after
Chriltes afcentionin Terufalem. And as
ghat zele Thewed them to be of Chrifte,
by the like muft we be iudged Chri-
{tians alfo, that if we flee for Chrifte,
the places where vnto we fice may
beare witnes for what caufe we are
fledde.

Nether is yt a fufficient excule

which
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which many aleadge , that they beleue
tobe faued by Chrifte , that they haue
{ufficient knowledge of their duety,and
the refte,they can{upplie by their owne
diligence . Whofe faithe isnot fo muche
(I dare {aye) but they haue neede to de-
fier with the Apoltles, Lorde increafe
our faithe . And ifthey will fo confefle,
why do they for{ake the chiefelt means
that God hathe ordeyned , whichis the
open Congregations of his people,whe-
re hisworde , the fountayne of faith, is
mofte purely preached , and where the
Godly examples of others maye be'a
fharper fpurre toprick them forward,
And as for the knowledge and diligence
of fuch, may be no buckler to defend
their doinges . For yf they hane thofe
gyftes wherof they bofte, where may
they beftowe them better then in the
Churche of God? Except they will faye,
they are borne to them felues, and haue Worldly
the gyftes of God which he would haue "fﬁ'.‘;"w
comon to others, applyed to their owne Irf:, )‘r;
priuate fantaflie, which is tolappe them 5,4 oght
vp in a clowte ;and not to put them o, vy
forth to the vantage of the owner,as did ded,

p i,
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the vnprofitable feruant: and as all
they do , towhome God hath geuen ei-
ther learninge,coifel,or worldly fubfta
ce,which eithet for the firéght ofCities,
pleafanznefle of ayre, trafficke of mar-
chadife, or for anie other worldely ref~
pect or politie,do abfente thé felues fro
the Congregatié and companie of their
poore brethern, where Chrift hathe ad-
uaunced his ftandarde,and blowen his
troumpet,as isafore fayed.

YfGod then geue younot ftrength-
at the firfte to Eand in his profefsion
tothe death, nor that you cannot be
quicete inconfcience, abiding inyour
cotitrieryou fee how his mercy hath ge-
uen you libertie to flee , and what pla~
ces he hath appoynted for you toflee

Thegra- ynto , that is, were ye may dogood

e °fG!.° to your felues and others,, where ye

'1;:3;1 may be free from fuperftition and ido-

a;el.‘mn]l?d latrie, where your faithe may be in-

bundane  Creafed: rather then diminifhed ,-and

ifthey wo your felues {trengthned,confirmed,and
“widvfethé more firongly armed.

Butif youin taryinge will nether

ftande manfully to  Chrifte your

Mai-

o g bl
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Maifter , but betraye himwith the Pa-
piftes in doinge as they do, noryet
with thankes vie this remedie thatGod
hath graiited to oure infirmitie, to refor
teto his Churches godly iltituted:what
atifwere fhallyou be able to maketo
his Maieftic when he fhall callforac-
coumpt of, your doinges? How {hall
you auoyde his wrathfull indignation,
now redie to be powred ypon hiseni-
mies? Aflure your {elffe, they fhalbeta
ken in there fynne: 4d youalfoasGod
dothfyndeyou. Yfinthe tentes of his
enimies,doinge as they do ynder theire
{tanderde,to be ftrykenwith them,and
alfo to peryfhe . For in takinge part
with theire impietie , you muft be par-
takers of theire cupp likewife.

Nether i sthis anie newe or hard do&ri
ne that may excede your capacitic,
but may rather be termed youra b.c.
& firft principles,where innone oght
to be ignorant. That is if we wylbe
Chrifts fcholers,we moft learne to bea-
re his croffe , & to folowe him = not
to caft it ofe our fhulders with: the
enimics,and riine from him Jtisthe fa-

: ' P idii.
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me leflon which of children we learned
inthe Lordes prayer,that the Name of
God the Father may be fan&ified : His
kingdome come: His will be déne.Mar
ke it brethern,, that your daylie prayer
turne not toyour cuerlaltinge confir-
fion. For yf you daylyepraye , that by
you his Name maye be fanctified , that
15 , that he may be worthely honored
for his maieftie id waderfull power,re-
uerenced for his mercy and infinite wil
dome,feared for hisinftice ad iufte iud-
gemétes:and yet for feare of the vngo-
dly,do blafpheme his Name by diflimu
latié ad outwarde idolatrie, areye not
herein iudges of your owne condemna-
tion!Prayng thathis Name may be ho=
nored with your lyppes, and blafphea+
me him in your deeds 2 when you
praye that his kingdome may come ,
and yet you your felues do buylde and
eftablifhe the kingdome of Satan? whé
you defier that his will may be donne,
and contrarie therunto, ftudie to main-
tayne and accomplifhe the wil of Sa~
tan and his members?
Wherfore be nomore difceaued

in
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info playne a matter. Yf the Lorde
be God, folow him: if Baal be God,
go after him. Playe no more the hypo

crites, praye not with your lippes only,
but exprefle the {fame in your workes.
Subieéte your felues whollye to God:
for ‘he hath redemed you. Honor him
alone: for you are his people . Let not
the example of any leadeyouin to er-
rour: formen are but mortall. Trulte in
the Lorde:for he is a {ure rocke. Bewa-
re of hisiudgementes: for they are ter-
rible. Truftnot to your owne fhiftes:
for they will difceave you.Marke the
end of others, and intyme be warned.
Thefe leflons are harde to the flethe,
buteafie to the fpirite. The waye of the
Lordeisa ftrayte path,but moft faithe-
full,fure,and comfortable.In this waye
haue you alfo promifed to walke with
Chrilt: and for the fame caufe do you
beare his Name,that you fhuld forfake
the worldeand the flefhe,toyelde vnto
him all honour and obedience , before
the face of men inearthe, that he may
beftowe vpon you the glorie of his Fa-
therwhichisin heaven, To whom with

333

1.kin. 19
The cocln
fion contey

ning: the
eﬁ:c’l of
the whole
Doke.




234 HOW TO OBEY

latting prayfe,honor and glo-
ry for euemore. Amen.
From Geneua,this firft
of Ianuarie. M.
DLVIIL

FINIS.

the Sonne,and holy Ghoft be ener-




WILLIAM KETHE -TO
the Reader.

T He vayne harte of ma, full frayle is and blynde,
' vncerteynely fetled,and reft can none fynde:

Whole hapisin wandring,to wade the wronge way,
As one apte by kinde to runne ftill aftray. (ogh,

For, what thige {o good by tructhe hathe bene wr-
Or whatfo well framed hath nature forth brought,
NV hich man is not prone by crafte toaccule,
|  Andnaturesgoed gyftes dothe not fore abufe?

Thus fee we how man,contemning Gods grace,
1s wholic inclyned, thariill (hulde take place:
| NV hofe will (truethe reiectinge)delicch that tohaue,
Which nature corrupted woulde feeme ftill to craue.

Sith man then iniudgeinge, fo thwartly is bente.
. To fatisfic fanfic,and not true intente:
| How hardly inthis cale,can fuch iudge vpright,
' Whe trueth dothbut peepe out,as femth to our fight.
Ful nedefull then were it,we had this refpecte,
Before we receaue oght,or oght do reiett:
The thinge todecide fo with ludgement and [kill,
That tructh may be ftickler , and not our one will.
Beholde here a trueth drawne forth of her graue,
By power fore opprefled , and made a bonde ilaue:
W hofe chais,thoghthis Autor could not rér orreare,
Yet hath he fbr:hBroght hir,into mofteclere ayer.
With whome now to realon,whofo wil alaye,
shal learne how ill Rulers ywe'oght to obeye-
Whiche kill,how,they care not,in their cruell rage.
. Relpettig their will more,thé lawe,othe;or charge,




Who fe/y ry longe fofter
Baue right rule fubuerted
Who(e pride,how totem
S5 asthou refifte mayfte,and yet not rebell,
Rebellion is ill,to refifte is nor fo,

When right through refifting,is donne ro thae foo,
Who fecketh,but Dy ruine,agaynit right ro raigne,
Nox ;u{}ingc what perifhe,fo efpoyle rhcgaync.

A publick weale wretched. and to farre difgrafte,
Wherethe right head is ofcut,and a wrongeia fteed
A brucbeaft votamed,a m ifbegm then, (platte,
More meete ro be ruled,then raigné ouer men.,

A maruelous madnefle,if we well beholde,
When fighes fhal] aflautmé, to fee them felues (olde:

And yet whé fro (auery, their frieds woulde thé free,
To ftick ro their foes o, ftill laues tobe.

ed by fuffrance and awre,
»and made will their lawes
persthis cruthe will thee tell,

For France fpiteth Spayne, which Englend doth
threar,

And England proud Spanyards , with falce woulde
fayneeare:

Yet Englande proud Spayneaydeth with men, Thips,
and botes.

That Spayne, (France fibdued once)may cuc all their
throtes. ™

A peaple peruerfe,repleate with difdayne, ;
Thogh flartric fayne hide woulde their hare,and vile
trayne. :
W olerage, id hotte lufte, difceate, crafie. and ride,

Poore Naples their bondeflaye » with great grefcha Lh
tryed.

Lo,
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Lo,thefe be thebyrdes which Englide mufte feede,
By pl.m:ingc ofw,‘mm,:o roote out their [eede
Their owne landes ad lyues,by them firfte denourde,
Their maydes then ddwyues,mofte vilelie deflourde.

Is this not ftronge treafon,ye vanoble bloudds:
Toayde fuche d::ﬁm)'crs,batirlw ith landes id goods?
But when they thus pinche you,and ye put to ﬂigh £
To what force then fiee youtor where will you lights

For Englande thus folde, for Spaniardes to dwell,
Ye maye not by right, poffeffe that ye fell.
They leinge your rrca(on.agaynﬂc your owne ftate,
gil notwith theirs truft you , which they know ye
te.

To Skotlande or France,yf ye then (hulde cry,
Your vile deeds now refent,they may well reply,
And Dutchlad abhorth you:this thé doth remayze,
‘Whe Spaniards are placed,ye mufte tp newe Spayne.

But,oh dreadfullplague,ad figne of Gods wrothe,
On fuch noble Gnatos, ftronge foes to Gods trothe.
‘Whom founde feare hath framed,to prop fucha ftaye,
As countric and people; (o feekth to becraye.

‘Which thinge herein proued,to be with out douter
All fuch full well finde fhall, as reade it throughout.
Yfthen their hartes fayle them the right to defende,
Confufion remayneth for fuche 2 meete end.




Geuenot thy glorie to an ether:nether
that whiche s profitable forthee,toa
ftrange nation.Baruch. 4.
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and fewefinde it Mat. 7

mprintcd at Geneua by Tohn Crefpin.
the firlt of [anuarie.Anno. D,
M. D. LVIII,
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