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fubie&s;:and Wherin they may law-
fully by Gods Warde be difobeyed
:nc{vnﬁﬁcd.

; .. Wherinalfo is declared the caufe of all this pre
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to remedy the fame.
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VVILLIAM VVHITIN-
GHA M TO A_LL THEM
that louc to knoWe the tructh
and foloweit: Grace and peace.

. Gnorance the mother of
- & error and profefled enne-
%2/ mie to Gods Trueth, hath
{32 two daughters by whole
 flatteriesand fubtile practi
__is‘ fes [he blyndeth mens eyes,
¥ roes=— obfcureth the Truech, and
withdraweth vs from the way of knollage:
Cuftome,and Negligence. Wherofthe ﬁgrﬂ!
fo bewitcheth vs, thatalthogh we wallowe
and walter in darcke blyndenes, yet asit
were by dreaming we feme to walkein the
bright funne fhyning : fo that Cuftome and
compagnie may farre foner drawe vsto per
dition , then Truecth and reafon bring Vs to
the vnderftanding of ourerror . The other
being 2 domeftical feruante and wel ac-
quaynted with our maners, by crafty flatre.-
ric cior_h ouercome vs . For the flefhe is pro-
wde and {welleth againft God , (he glorieth
| in her owne wifdome, {he loueth her owne
confel, fhe deliteth in her owne imaginatid
and policie ; and albeit we knowe that
flothful Negligence isan impediment and
blocke in  our nature to ftoppe vs from
Trueth: yet willingly we gyue place to her
a. ii.
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flattering perfuaffons,and fuffrcher to tray -
ne vstowilful deftruction. So that betwixt
Cuftome and Negligence we rather holde
withdamnable Ignorance, and willheto be
plongedin abominable L‘I'EU:'R,EhC!] bf'_diii-
gent itudy and {erching ofthe Trueth lear-
neto know e otir duetic to God, ad what he *
requircth of vs to do towardes our neigh-
bour. Then if we wolde auoyde thefe euils,
we miuft loue and embrace the cotrary ver-
tues : and if Cuftomebe wicked and with-
holde vs from God , we muft llptdt]y reieck
her and cleane vato God:and it Negligence
haue noftled vsin the dénne oflIgnorance,
we muft purchale by diligence to proffic in
the fchole of knollage . For the acheuing
wherof(wheé M.Chriltopher Goodman one
of our minifters , according to the courfe of
the text, expounded bothe faithfully and
cofortably this place of the Aftes of the A-
pofties, Iudge wehether it b+ iufte before God
to abey you vather then God ) certeyne lear -
ned and godly men mofteinftantly , and at
fondry tvmes required hi to dilate moreat
large that his Sermon , an L ta fuffie icto’be
printed,that not onely we here prefent, bue
our bretherne in England and other places
mightbe perfuaded in che trueth of that doc
trine concerninge obedience to the magif-
trat,and fo glorificGod with vs.Whiche re-
queft headmitted noreafely, til ac legth wel
wayinge how many periflied in theirigno-
rance
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rance for lack of meanes to attaine to the
knollage of the trueth:and allo conferringe
his arricles and chicfpropniirions with the
beft learned in thefe partes ( who approued
them)he colented to enlargethe faid Sermo
and o to print it, as a token of his duetie
and good affe&tion towarde the Churche of
God: and then if it were thoght good to
the iudgement ofthe god!y,m tran{late the
{fame into other ligages that the proffic ther
of might be more yniuerfal. Ther is no dou-
te but many ouercome with olde Cuftome,
or yelding to negligét Slothfulnes wil ether
dilpraile this proffitable worke , or negleét
it . For euel Cuftome deliting in Ignorance
wil ftraight way flie to her wonted argu-
mér: What is this newe doftrinezand wheé-
ceis it? Negligence on the other part crieth
malicioufly : We haue bookes ynough:
what nede we yet to be fet to fchole? Thus
Satan with double fubteltic deludeth the
worlde , kc}‘ing his cuer fofaft r}'ed inthe
bandes of blyndelgnorance, thatthey can
nether ftirre hand nor fote ; they are blynde
and can not fe what is good: and thogh it
be offered , yetare they infenfible and can
not fele it . The trueth of Gods worde is to
them mofte odious : but mans dreames and
denils doctrines are in greate eftimarié and
reuerence. Their falle prophets and papifti-
cal priefts haue fo charmed them, that 1-
gnorance is holden for knollage , error for
a il
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truech , fuperitition for religion, difobe~
dicnce for obedience,the Malie for the Lor-
des Supper , Purgatorie for Chrilts blood,

%.Cor.ar.dworkes for faith , Belial for God , and as 8.

Paul faieth, Lfthey bring you into flaueric,
ye endure it:ifthey deuoure you,y e fuffreit:
1f they fpoile you of your goods , ye are con
tent : if they preferre them felues and thruft
you do\mlc,}'c forbeare it: if they fmite you
on the face , yet ye can fufteineic . And thus
the children of Satan had rather rotin their
barbarous ignorance, then by fubmirtting
the (clues to the mercies ofGod,alpire to the
perfedt voder{tanding of his heauenly will
reuciled vnto vs by his worde. But thou the
fonne of God ,Thewe thy duetie and loue
towarde thy merciful Father, endeuour to
knowe hiswil, declare thy affe€tion towar
des his Scriptures, be zealous of his glorie,
reuerence his minifters, and receauechank-
full}-‘ his graces geuen to his Charche by
them . Proue diligently and trie by the tou-
chftone who f-].lt."-'ﬁ((‘ the wordes of God in
pure fimplicitie as in Gods preféce,and who
choppe and change the lame, making mar-
chandife therof to traffique according to
mans plealure . Nether do we defire onel
that you fhulde be perfuaded in this tructfl(
becaule we our felues fo beleue :but we ex-
loh. 4.f hore ?'ou,th:lt asthe Samaritis dyd notone-
Iy beleue in our Saviour Chrift becaufe of*
the womds report which broghe the newes,
bur
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but forafmuche as they them felues heard
him,and knewe cthat Chrift was the Sauviour
of the worlde:lo whé you'{ hal wel examine
thefe chings by the rule of Gods worde, you
wolde not fo much by our report as by your
owne iudgement and knowlage credicthe
truech. Remébring that the wortliy people
of Beroe were comeded by the holy Goft,be
caufe they tryed by Gods worde whether
the minifters preachig agreed with the fame

orna. Scinilhcn by thele examples we are

bonde to feke the wil of God manifefted
vnto vsin his Scriptures , what excufe [hal
we alledge for our pretenfed ignorance:? Be-
holde here thou heareft the Erernal fpea-
king by his minifter, in whofe mouthe he
hath put his worde, and whofe lippes muft
kepc the Lawe id the vndtrﬂ:iding therof, as
wryteth the Prophet Malachie.Beware ther
fore that thou neglet not him that brigeth
the worde 0f00§,bl!t quickely gyuecare ad
obey. For ifthou defireft to knowe thy due
tie to thy Prince, and his charge likewife
ouer thee,read this book and thou (halt wel
vnder(tide both: If thou wilhe for Chriftia
libertic, come and fe how itmay eafcly be
had : Ifthou woldeft loue God aboue man,
here thou fhalt knowe how to obey God ra
ther then mi. Let the Apoftles of Chrift here
bethy fchole maifters, and then the more
thou learneft:the le(Te occafis fhalcthou ha-
ue ta repent, Obedience is ncccﬂ'z_rir: where
F

Afti7.6

Chap.2.a
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God isglorified , but ifGod be dilhonored
thy obedience is abominable in the fight of
God, be it neuer fo beautiful in mans eyes:
Gods worde is our guyde to leade ysinouz
doings : when it commandeth vsto obey
God, we muft difobey man in the contrary:
forno man can ferue two maifters: and
when our heauély maiftec cdmandeth obe-
dience toman, it is cuer ro be vonderftand,
in the Lord. So that obedience to Gods La-
wes by dillobeyig mis wicked lawesis mu
che commendable, but to difobey God for
any duetie to md isall to gerher damnable:
asin thedilcourfe of thisbooke thou [(hale
fully be affeured, if God open thyn eyesto
{e thetrueth, 3d moue thy heart to embrace
ic. The Spirit oFGod.wﬂich is the (chole-
maiftre to leade vs into all trueth, lighten
yourhartes,gyue you myndes to voderftan-
de , and cou rageto execute his holy wil, to
the fetting forth of Chriftes kingdome , the
profficof his Churche and confufion of Sa-
tans power and Antichrifts . Amen. From
Geneua this firft of lanuarie. 3558.

THE




THE PREFACE. ’
S there isnothige tobe
§ copared to true obedié-
ce,in preferuige the co-
. X, mo welth of townes,ci-
/ ‘ﬁ;& "*2 ties,and kingdoms:or 1n
s 2== maynteyningetrue reli-

i6, Chriftia peace & cocorde (for ther- :Ir""”!’"
gy every mais inftruéted how to render '{:T,:‘f;m
vnto God hisdue honour & glorie: & God diebo
to man that, whiche his office requi-nor ¢ alp
reth f Eué o is ther,nothinge morc(La- to man
tefull to God, nether more hurtefull bi office
to ma,then o to be bewitched with Sa- requireth.
tans falfe illufions, that they are not w:[“:g"'
able to put difference betwyxte obe- :’Hi::}?:r
dience & difobedience : but as men p,, differé
without all iudgemét and naturall fen= ¢ berowrene
{e, take thone for thother, beinge in sbedicnce
them {elues playne contrarie,whiche is and dijabe-
the onelie caufe of all diforder and la- dience.
mentable confufion, where with the

whole worlde is bothe this daie,and

hath bene alfo fr6 the beginning , moft
milerably defaced and opprefied. For

when vile man, replenifhed with pri-

de, vayne glorie,and grofle ignorance,

will meafure obedience with the crow-

ked lyne of his owne corrupte indge-
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9 THE PREFACE,

ment, and not with the infallible trueth
of Goddes holie worde , he muft nedes
preferre his owne decrees, phantafies,
and ordinaces, tothe cofortable Lawes
and liuelie preceptes of God his creator,
Thenin place of juftice , he receaneth
iniuftice, for right wronge , for vertue
vice,for lawe will, for loue hatred , for
trueth falfhod, for playne dealing diffi-
mulation , for religion fuperftition, for
true worfhippe deteftable idolatrie :
and to be (horte, for Gad Sathan, for
Chrift Antichrift, and with him fuche
plages of God, and diforder amonge
mé,as are thisdaye fet before oure eyes
to beholde in all places throughout the
vniverfal worlde , and haue bene like-
wife euen from the beginninge. 'When
Adam was placed in paradife, beinge a
creature mofte perfecte,and abundinge
in all wifdome and heauenlie knowled-
ge , and wolde at the perfuafion of his
wif mealure obedience rather by his o=
wnereafon , then by the worde & [en-
tence of Godbefore pronounced : be-
hold,he wasnot onelie fpoyled of wil=
dome & knowledge, becomminge a ve-
rie foole,in comparilen of that, whicll;c
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THE PREFA CEL. It

he wasbefore : butalfo fodaynlie de-
ftitute of all other finguler giites, asof
innocencie,and immortalitie, was con~
fotded at the voyce of the Lord, affha-
médat his owne nakednefle, and fele
the dredfull indignation and curfe of
God,whiche he had procured, not one-
lie to him {elf; but broght the fame alfo
vpon all his pofteritie after him. When All ks
the whole worlde was fo corm!l:tedin dewasinft
their owne wayes in the dayes of faith- [y punifhed

¥ full Nohs,noregarde was at all tothe for Adams

obedience of the liuinge Lorde, nor yet difobediéee
tothe godlie ad monitions of iult Noha:
but euerie man was (o drowned in his
owne luftes , that thefpace of an hun-
dreth & twenty yeares wasnot fufficiét T ;"F‘”‘j“
to moue them to repentance . And ther- :f:{afu
fore could they notefcape the ftrange divestie

and horrible iudgement of God,whiche 4G, dizee

Gen. 68,

Y immediatlie after foldwed mofteiuftlie,

Andalthogh in that wicked generation
abonded all kinde of wickedneile , as

Y well agaynft God asman, in fo muche
| as the earthe then might be compted a
Y verie hell, yet from whence proceaded
§ all this rebellion againft Goddes migh-

tic maieflic, butonelie for that they
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The canfe meafured all thinges after theirowne
of all difo- corrupt reafon,and not by his holie La-
bedience  wesand preceptes? Whiche they had
ismotte  nowreceaued of their forefathers,hear-
meafureow de of Noah, yea, and had them ingraf-

re doinrs

by Godds tednaturally in their hartes. The pro-

worde, - bation wherof might eafilie be deduced
‘Rom.z. fromall ages euen tooure tyme by in-
numerable and euident examples, if it |
were nedefull in fo playne a matter.
we muse For who isfo blynde that maye not {e
sot meafw. how man theweth his rebellion , neuer
reourobe. {0 muche, as whenhe woulde be mofte
dience af- obedient in hisowne fight and iudge-
terourou- ment 3 not meafuringe the fame by
we phante- che ftreght lyne and true toucheftone ,
fies: whiche 1s the Lawe and worde of God,
but {uffringe him felfto be led by his
owne corrupte iudgemét and affe&tids,
This turned the Wildome of the
Gentiles into mere folifhnefle ,inuétin-
ge [hamefull idolatrye for true wor-
{hippsas witneflethe the Apoftle.

This blynded the Teues with hy-
pocrifieand cloked holyneffe, makinge |
the Lawe of the livinge Lorde to geue
place to their inuented traditions by |
man, Out of this {tink inge puddleof |

mans
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mansbrayne haue iflued forthe fo gre- isthe

at diuerfitie of opinions and daunge- puddleof
rous herifies , wherwith the Churche 4fberifies
of God hathe bé at alltymes horriblye “"*“™"*
tormented . Finallie from hence hathe
Antichrifte filled his peftilente cupp of

all fortes of deadlie poy {fon,whereof he

hathe made the whole earthe almoft, the pla-
and her kinges and Princes , not onelie g, ofGod
to drinke : but to be moft vilelie ouer- for masdif
come and dronken. Inwhole defence obedience .
they haue armed them felues againt

the Lorde ad Chrifte his Son: who not- Pfal.a.
withftanding with impudent mouthes

they profefle , where as in verie dede

they perfecute him mofte cruellie in his X
Saincts by all means pofsible , fightin- The tyriss

are Anti-

e,as menin a rage, vnderthe banner “",
ge,a £¢ chrifies tor

of that filthie beaft. And yet thefe men e
in the middle of their furie , without all' 4,4 perse-
obedience &ordre,fubuertinge the La- ¢ Chrift
wes of God and of nature, will be cal-

led notwithftandinge the defenders of

the faithe,;mayntayners of true religio,

autours of peace , teachers ofobedien-

ce,id moft difcrete governoursof com-~

mon weales and policies, Tothe intent

therfore that thefe difguifed perfonnes
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(whiche abufe the whole worlde) may
appeare in their owne liuely fhape,and
Thoeceafion D€ knowenas they are in dede, 1 haue
wherefore thoght it good , hauinge occafion by
thisreats this worthie anfwere of Peter and Io-
fewas  hn, and beinge hereto of diuers godlie
wri and perfons prouoked , fomewhat to wryte
what pf of true obedience: to wit » what God
F ‘;” ™ him felfrequiereth of vs ,and what he
£ commandethe to be genen alfo to men,
wherby ( God willinge) the difguifed
clokes , and craftie pretences of obe-
dience,vied and pracrifed by the vngod
lie wn:‘Td!ings,ﬂmlbc difcouered : who
haue foght alwayes, and yet do fecke
vnder the pleafant name of obedien-
ce,onlie to mayntayne their ambition,
pride and libertie : wherby we fhall le-
arne alfo how in tymes paft we haue
bene thamfullie abufed in yelding to
the willfull wil of man, inobeying his
yngodlie commandements; and fearin-
ge man more then God : and finallie
how it behoueth vstorepent oure for+
mer ignoraunce , and-withdiligence to
redreffe the (ame , hauinge more lighte

and fuller knowledge.
Peter and
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PETER AND IOHN

ANSWERED VYNTO
thé,and faid : Whether itbe right
inthe fight of God to obey you
ratherthé God,iudge you. A&, 4.

CHAP I
€T o whoms thu anfwrer: was Fewen , and vpon
What occaffon, how luule the malice of the lues
presailed agayn§t the ApoStles , in fekin sgre 40
JSlopp the Gojpell by their crafise ferches and
chafbifynges.

L Otheend wemay have The ires
) more fenfible fealinge flunceof
of all thefe things, let the anfwe
W vsdiligentlie confider ™ waydd.
@] this anfwere of 5. Peter
Z2X-8 Tohn: afwellto who
as vpon what occafion,
After that thefe i Apottles, through
the malice of the Prielts,the Gouerno- Ad.4
ure of the Téple and the Sadduces, we- '
re violentlie throwne into prifon the
night before , for preaching to the
people at Terufalem in the porche of
Salomon, the refurre@ion from death
in the Name of Icfus : and the next




6 HOW TO OBEY

daye folowige were fet forthe, ad pre-
fented to the whole Senate and Con-
cile of Terufalem,where was affembled
all the chief Rulers and Elders of the
people of tfraell , Annas alfo the hie
Prieft,and Caiaphas,ad Iohn,and Ale-
xandre, men of great re utation, with
others of the kinred Q}Pthe high Bif-
{hopp, to be examined of thé,in whole
nameor power they had cured the la-
me criple (who beinge aboue 4o0ye-
res olde, and lame from his birthe was
daylie broght tothe porche of Salo-
mo to begge his almes)Peter replenif-
fhed with the holie Spirir, afwered wi-

the great boldnefle, that they wroght
that miracle inthe Nameand power
of Tefus Chrift the true Nazarit, Wh-
ome the Teues had crucified , and God
had rayfed from the death: info mu-
che as the mouthes of the whole Con-
cile were IILTptd & had nothinge to
1

faye :igainﬂf em,but as men aftunnif-
{hed wondred at the conftant bol-
denefle of Peterand Iohnin theiran~
(were. Then( faitheS. Luke )didthe
w hole Concile, that is , all thefe fore-

named Magiftrates by common con-
fent
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fent ftraytelie charge the Apoftels
Peter and Iohn , hereafter not fo 17¢ e
muche as once to fpeake to anie man, .E’ﬁ';" ;'
muche lefle to preache in the Name of :mﬁ;t i

g : pofiles
le(us. thinking by this means to ftoppe ,5: 4,
the courfe of the Gofpell, ad hinder tEc preach
glorie of Chrift, who they before had Chrife,
crucified asamalefaétor and blafphe-
mer of Gods Name . And althoghe
they were deftitute of all reafon and
Scripture to anfwere the Apoftels, who
had all redie cofounded the: yet throu=
ghe auctoritie and ponifhméte,whiche
they threatned, they thoght crafielie
to put the Apoftles to filence ,and foat
length to obtayne the vi€torie . Aswe
fee this daye the Papiftes their fucce(= .z,
fors, exprefle enimies of the Gofpel, id Pl:ﬁfr:;_
fworne foldiars of Antichrifte, euery eadibe
where pradtife , who beinge ouercome Iewesin
with the manifeft Scriptures, and their malice &
blafphemous mouthes ftopped withthe perjéusiss
lrutﬁc of Gods worde, fight notwith-
ftanding maliciouflie agaynft Chrifte _ |
withpower,au&oritie,threatnyngs,hor Papifts
rible ponifhmentes , and cruell mur- " the ge
ther,refemblinge that old ferpét, who- :;-';?m

i perss

fe broude they are , whiche was amur- j,.5.
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therer from the begyninge.

But when the whole affembly had
craftelie cofulted, and wrought all that
they coulde agaynftthe faithfull ferua-
tes of God:they were neuer the lefle dif

The G- apoynted of their porpofe . For the glo
pellincrea o of Chrifte more brightelie hyned
feth wrhen 2 =) »
it is perfe - and the truthe ofhis Gofpell was better
euted. knowendd farther publifhed, and their
falfhod and raginge madnefle more ef-
pied, and abhorred ofthe godlie. For
what extreame madnefle was thisto fet
them felues agaynft God, foto trufte in
their owne power as thoughe they were
able to refyfte and ouercome the power
of the all mightie,whiche is the Gofpell
of oure Sautour Iefus Chrifte ( as wit-
nefle the the Apoftie ) To thinke that
the threatnings of mé,fhulde more pre-
vayle with the Apoftels of Chrilte,
thenthe threatnings of God ad his hor-
rible iudgementes apoynted for the di-
Wemuit fobediétzCoulde not the Iewes diftroye
vatherfe- o pifte and his do@rine,whiles he was
are Goddes : :
sudgemits mortall and lived am ongeft them in
thes mans the flefhe , to whom they did almofte
threatnyn- what they lift , an yet would after
£ thiﬂkc

Rom.1.

p—
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thinke to bringe it to paffe, when he
was rifen agayne by his mightie pow-
er, and made immortalkYfthey coulde
not keape himin the graue for al their
diligent watche,when he was dead and
buried:thinke they it poflible to pluke
him downe from heaué,from the right-
hande of his father,where he fitteth and
reigneth in euerlaftige gloriet Oh vay-
ne and foolifhe men : he hathe ouerco-
me al readie the whole world , and caft
forthe of it the Chief Prince & Ruler
Satan, who is no moreable to preuay-
le agaynit his truthe and feruauntes. A~ Chrifee id
re you more fubtile or ftronger then Sa bis word
tan , who is your lorde and maifter fo are inuin-
longe asyou fight agaynft Chrifte the fible.
Sonne of God? Coulde not fo mightie a
Princewith ftande his power,and you
leawde fouldiars ofhis), wil thike to op
taynethe victorie?! Deathe, whiche no
man can efcape , coulde not holde
him, neither the power of hell prevay-
le agaynithim: and yet would you ha-
ve him at your commandement , mo-
fte maliciouflie and traitrouflie figh-
fightinge again{t his hénort,) who foght

. A
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by all means, and yet doth , todo you
good and faue yout Buté milerable
and vile wretches , double is your con-~
demnation in the fight of God, which
not contented to forlake Chrifte your
felues , do fo malicioufly with your
threatenings labour to fruftrate others
of his mofte confortable graces. Full
wel doth our Sauiour Chrift paynt for-
thyour raginge enuie, fainge , Wo be
to you Scribes , Pharifies , and hypo-
crites,becaufe you fhutt the kingdome
of heauen before men,not entering yo-
ur felues, neither wil you fuffer fuch as
come;to enter.

(o =0 =™

CHAT. 1L

o How the Pdpiﬁr}x” Churdre and Conciles

cannot but erre, and how they bernge comparr&
tothe Lewres,are mo Leffe deniers and blafphemers

of Chrift, thenthe Lewer.
n 2o sgmenn Wil not here rehearle
Greatoces @ od (Lo 3 whatiufte occafis of re-
Jions of re- }% “Eﬁ T, pentance was offered to
pentance )il KPE 5 this whole affemblieof
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i - tes had not bene harde-

ned) aswel by the playne and fenflible
dodtrine
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doétrine taught by the Apoftels , whi-
che they coulde not improue with all
their learninge: as by the mightie po-
were of God declared in fo manie and 3
wonderful miracles wroght by themin ‘?;’ ;’f,r"
the name of Chrifte to cofirme his Gof- ﬂ;d dﬁ;’g

el and refurre@ion,whiches the Iewes Gpg{?
notwithftading ftubbernly did reiecte:
Nether yet wil I fpeake of theftrange
defe&ion and notable falling awaie
from God amongeft them in Ierufalem,
whiche at that tyme (inthe iudgement Rom 3,
of mi)appeared to be the onelie Chur- and 9.
cheof God , to whom aﬁpartayned the Thelewe-
promifes; who of al other nations had/ ";:""}”
the Lawe, and Prophetes to infiruéte "
them, who onelic profeffed the true and
euerliuinge God : and yet amongeft
them all that were affembled , wasnot
fo muche as one man to ftande vpon
Chriftes parte with the Apoftels,but c&
fented and agreed with one accorde,
that inthe Name of Chrifte they {hulde

reache no more to the people . Onelie
this I'woulde put you in remembrance
of , before we proceade anie further,
how vayneand vncertayne the doctri-
neof the blalphemous Papiftes is , whi-

b iii,
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che is grounded vpon no other founda-

The papi- tion, then vpon the an@oritie of their
Jles dburehe. Churche , their Councils » and decrees
“7e?. of men. And here in dare I make the pa
piftes them felues iudges,whether their
:”" lew - Churche be of more auétoritie or anti-
" quite, then was the Churche of the Te-

wes whiche was the firft of all;3d an&o-

rifed by God immediatlie : Or whither

their Concils at the appoyntment of

the Romifhe Antichrifte,were more or-

derlie called and affembled , then was

this Concil holden ac Terufalem by the
appoyntmétofthe Chief prieft and Bif

hopp?  As fortheir Churche, the Ie-
weshad the manifefte worde and pro-

mefle of God: yea, therewas no other
Churche, then vifible vpon the earthe,

befides that whiche the Apoftels then

began to buylde vpon the true coner-

ftone Iefus Chrifte: where as the pa-

piftes haue not fo muche as one worde

or promefle to proue thatthey are (as

they impudentlie bragge ) the Chuy -

che of God , but manie rather mofte
playnlie prouinge them to be the veris
Synagoge of Satan, and liuclic mem-

bers

[ -0 %
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bers of Antichrifte. Yfthen this, whi-
che feemed the true Churche of God,
ad au&orifed by him, (o fhamcfullie er-
red: maruel it is that the papifticall Sy-
nagoge and members of Satan {huld be
founde eftablifhers of the veritie;whic h
alwayes fince they haue bene ray fed
vo from hell, haue foght nothing but
the vtter fubuerfion theroft Nether can
they defende them felues by anie aulto
ritie to aflemble, or by anie learninge,
or outwarde (hewe of holynefle : fe1g 10 11, foruy
none of thefe poyntes they may be cOm wiich ca-
pared to this allemble,wher of S. Luke zse out of
maketh métion. Eor here was the highe the borra-
Priefte Annas , herewas Caiaphas, here Les pete
were the temporal Magiftrates, the gou
erners of the Temple ;the Seniors of
Terufalem, the learned Scribes,and Pha
rifies . And what coulde anie man wilhe
fore in the iudgment of man , that the-
re was not , to make a lawfull Con-
cil2 And yet thou feeftthe counclufion
wasagaynftthe Lorde ad his anoynted
Séne.wilt thou then hope for anie bet-
ter at the papiltes affembles and Con-
cils , who in perfecuting Chrifte conti-
: b, iiil.
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nuallie, and his holie worde, fhewe
them felues open enemies to bothe?
Doelt thou here beholde the Iewes,whi
che profefled the true livinge God,
without all apifhe maumetrie and I-
dolls, forbiddenin their Lawe : neuer-
theleffe maliciouflic to confulte agayn-
fte their true Mefsias : and will not yet
ceafe to credic the papiftes , fayng,
That their Churchesand Concils can
not erre, where as they difhonor the li-
uinge Lorde, hauing their Temples re-
plenifhed with all kinde of idolatrie:
yea, when their owne confciencesdo
condemne them , that chere was never

the like impietie committed in all Ifra-
el, astheir filthie Concilshaue taught
and commended?  But thou wilt fay
Eerchauncc » that thereisno céparifon

etwixt the Ic‘w'es,ﬁlaynelie denying

Chrift,and the papiftes whiche do con-
fefle him : and therupon wilt conclude,
that the papiftical Concils may notfo
eafilie erre,as thofe whiche were holdé
of the Tewesat Terufalem, againfte the
Apoftels and their do&rine.As concer=
ninge their Concils,I may not anfwere

now
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now: for that were an infinite worke to
repeate all their abfurdities.Yfany ma
wolde but once reade them ouer, he
fholde nede no other perfuafion to ab-
horre them, and to cofefle thismy fay-
ing moft true in all the Concils holden ol
by the Romiflhe Antichrifte.But to c6- 17 Papé=
pare them with the Tewes in denying J;::Euf-
of Chrifte,thou fhalt proue them more phemous
blafphemous. For the Tewes after a for- i, the
te did cofefle theirChrift and Mefsiasin [ewes.
wayting for him dayly to delyuer them,
and faue them from the miferie wherin
they were, and now are,ad from al their
enimies accordinge as God promifed:
but when they wolde not acknolledge
him , whom their fathers did perfecute
and crucifie, and whom the Apoftels
taught to be rifen and alcended , they
playnlie denied Chrifte . They beleued
thathe fhulde be their Captayne and
delyuerer,burafter an other forte, then
by his deathe and pafsion:andto an o-
ther ende , then to fuffer inthis worlde
the fhame of the Croffe.

Euenfo do the papiftes confefle
Chrifte , butin efteéte withe the Iewes

o
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The papi- deny him. They confefle Chriftewhi-
Jtes cofifle che is come in the flefhe , borne of the
Chrift.but yirgin Marie , crucified forthe fynnes
T 'ﬂj‘_" of the worlde,&¢c, Whiche allhither-
By s ynto iswel,and agreethe with vs.  But
foras muche as they are not withhim
contented, but wil haue an other Chri-

fte befides him : they are manifeft de-

niers of Chrifte. For(as writethe the A-

poftel) There is but one God, one Me-

diator betwixt God and man , the man

Tefus Chrifte, whiche gaue him felfe to

be the redemption forall . Now when

the papiftes beleue not onlie in this

The papi- Chrifte and Sauiour,which camein the

Jees aofefle flefhe,and was borne of the virgine,but
f”"ﬂf to alfo inthat Chrifte,whom they imagi-
¢ here in peto come sand to be in the worlde in

the world 1o forme of bread , and borne aboute
in the for-

with the handes of man, not able to go
:r:ge:{f;j him felfe: when they beleue not oneﬁc
not able to vpon Chrifte crucified , and hanged v-
do anye  pon the Croffe , butin the coniured I~
thinge.  doll, hanging by a corde ouer the al-

ter: not onlie in Chrifte glorified vpon,

the right hande of the father , who li-
wethe and reignethe for cuer, but in
their
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their rownde cake , which (they fay ) is

confecrated , whenwith out fenfe and

feeling it lieth clofed in their box, The boxy

fubicge to mowleinge ,'wormes , and w1y,

corruption , referued & kept to be :’“””-":*P

wor{hipped astheir God,, butto their :::JE:;

condemnation for euer. More ouer ,,...,.4

when they haue other aduocates then Christe.

Chrifte , other facrifices for fynne ; 0~

ther merites and means of faluation it

helpethe them no moreto proue that

they are Chriftians, thus impudentlic

denying him and his office, then it hel-

peththe Iewes , in faying they beleue

in the true Mefsias to come , which s

all readie come, and reueled to the

world. Ye fo muche the moreistheir

condemnation, for that vnderthe Na- (Pes wnder
. the name

me of Chrifte , whom they darenotde- ¢z ig;

ny,they worke preuie trea {onagaynfte ., U orkce

him,to fubuerte the truethe of his Gof- 4r4fon

pel , and whole fruite of his deathand agayni?

pafsion : which is our redemption Chrif.

from death, and hope of euerlafting

life , purchafed by that perfeéte obla-

tion, which was offred once forall,asa Hebr-10.

fufficient facrifice for the (ynnes of the ¥-1ob-2+

The papi=
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the whole worlde.

CHAP, IIL

§ What inconuenience had comme to the Churche
of God,ifthe Apoftels had obsyed the commande
ment of the Concilyand what extlls hawe com-
men lately ypon Eng land through the prea-
ching of wnlave ful obedséce and yeldinge tavn -
Zodly Rulers.

Et vs leaue the vngodlie
J% papiites with therr wi-
A== (ked decreesand Con-

N
: el .
The infi- B S cils,asmé that pafle the
it [laugh YRR lewes in all maner of

ger of

m

= wilful ftubberneffe and

~ cruel perfecution of the trueth,, as the
horrible flaghter of thoufandes of
martyrs , which with in thefe few yeres
~'in Englande alone do witnefle: and re-
turne to the Apoltels , Peterand Iohn,
to examinewhat anfwere they framed
to thefe men of autoritie, and Rulers,
athered to gether of all {ortes , asyou
Eaue harde, aswel of the Cleargie as of
the Laitie, of fuche as thé had the onlie
gouernement of Terufalem vnder the
Romayns,to whom they were thentri-
butaries,




OR DISOBEY. 19

butaries , which charge and threatning
of the whole Concil, done with fo gre-
at aduifement and confltation , oght
not lightlie to be eftemed , efpeciallic,
of the feruantes of God, and their fub-
jefts,as the Apoftels thenwere. They
were charged and threatned to preache
nomore in the Name of Chrifte cruci-
fied . An heauy commandement dout-
leffe to Peter and Iohn, efpeciallie ifit
might haue taken place: feing it wasall
together contrarie to their vocation
and charge geuen vnto them by their
maifter Chrift , to preache his Gofpell
throughout allthe worlde ,and to be-
gyn at Terufalem , forwhich caufe they
were called and chofen from amongeft
all others, and had bene of longe tyme
inftru@ed of their maifter Chrift in the
knowledge ofall hisholie Scriptures,
ad replenifhed with wonderful giftes of
the holie Gofte , to cure all defeafes, to
caft out diuels, to drinke poyfon,totre-
ad vpon ferpentes,and to diftribute the
holye Spirit,and all thofe to be asit we-
re feales and cofirmatios of theirdo&t-
rine, whiche all had bene to no porpofey
yf thiscommandement and threatninge

Wemuft
not yelds
in Gods
canfe,
when man
threat-
neth.
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of the Magiftrats fhuld haue beneo-

Relmting beyed , & the Apoltelsyelded to their

D_f‘-’?‘ mi- au&oritie. Then the foundation of the

mifters mo- Churche fhuld haue ben fhaken,and

fle dange = ¢h o whole affemble difcouraged : for

oy the two Chief Captaynsgyuinge ouer,
whodurfte haue prefumed further?

And truelie, if the Apoftelsat that

tyme had beneno further inftrutted,

thenthe mofte parte of men are in the-

fe our dayes,and elpeciallie haue bene,

and yet be in our miferable countrie

of Englande : they would haue bene in

Erear perplexitie,, and fore afrayde to

aue made this, or the like anfwere

we maye fayng : Iudge youwhitherit be lawful

ﬁﬁ{?ﬁf"* before Godto obeye you, rather then

x:,:;i of God. Forthe molte parte of men,yea

the Apoftels A0d of thofe whiche haue bene both

aproued by learned and godlie, and haue geven

the holy  worthie teftymonie of their profefsion

Gost.  tothe glorie of God: haue thoght and

taught ( by the permifsion of God for

our{ynnes)that it was not lawful in anie

caletorefitand di ﬁ]beye the fuperior

powers: but rather to laye downe their

heades, and fubmitte them feluesto all

kindes of punifhmentes and tyranr[i)'rc,

thin-

A J.-mgb
rous doc-
srizie.
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thinkinge them felues {ufficientlie dil-

charged before God of their vocation

and duetie, hauing onlie the comman-

dement of the fuperiour power to the

contrarie, were it neuer fo vngodlie ad

clede againfle all natural reafon: wher-

by manye hauinge commandement to 1-Cor.3

preache no more Iefus chrift to the peo Man can
le, without anietrouble of confcience ™ d’{?’"

Eaue keapt filence,and thought thé fél- & %" »

ues fufficientlie difcharged:nether ¢6- ¢/

fidering that they were made ftewards g derh..
of Godes holye myfteries , and that
not at the appointment of man,or for
them felues,but by the ordinace of our

Saniour Chrift Tefussand to be faithful
diftributers to others.Nether yet mar-

kinge this prefént anfwere of Peter

and Iohn, whom they might fafely

haue folowed with better aflurance:

who in fuche cafe,haue lefte this leflfon Falfe bre-
for all men , rather to obaye God then themn
ma. Others,hearinge the Name of God r"!’“'r’
blafphemed by the falfe doérine of ;f:;gﬂ
the wicked and ﬂmueling prieftes,dur- ...
fte not once open their mouthes to iy yeldins
fpeak one worde intheir maifters be- to the pJ:

halff and his infallible tructhe:but ftopt pists.
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theyr mouthesasdéme dogges,ad dur-
fte not barke againt the rauenige wolff
when they knew and faw him coming.
Many notminding to abiecte them fel-
uesto aniedaunger , regardinge more
their owne fafetie,thenthe preferuatid
nomimi- of their flocke, wolde not abide the
Jieroght to wilde beafte commyng, but mofte {ha~
fiieand for mefullie fledde before the daunger ca~
Jike bisfo me , fhewing them felues playne hire-
eke,expt [inas and no true paftores:leauinge the
bebe perfe 15 {hepe of God to be deuoured, and

I.'iiffd L

Iy iendést thatbecaufe they had entred intothe
bis flocke. folde beforeto feede of the flocke,, to
cate the flelbe , and deuoure the people

Pfal.14. of God as bread,ratherthen to do their
dueties.

. Butallthefeand fuche like are here
Theywhi condemned and conuited of cuel,
hpleafe which fearing man more then God, ga-
:Z‘::!;::, ne eare and obedience toman, rather
ebey God. thentoGod. Wherof, befides the iu-

ftefhame thatcame vponthem felugs,
and the difpleafure of God powred ge-
nerally vpon all(for asmucﬁe asweall
were betrayers of our maifter, thoghe
wot all a like )iuft occafion of offence
and of like difobediéce to God,was mi-

niftred
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niftred to all forts of men , of what vo-
cation fo euer they were.For when they
fawe theteachers and leadersof others ::

to {et vp obedience of man rather Pr'r:u:':m
then of God , and the {ame confirmed onely whe
by their owne example : thofe whiche ‘chey bring
knewe po other ythoght it their parte Gous wor
to do the like alfo in their vocation de.

and office.  And fuche as were play-

neenimies to God,the wicked papiftes The papi-

Ifaugfu

or diffolute perfons,laughed in their iwtheir L
fleues : feing bothethem and their wi- W.fo;
cked proceadings therby promoted ¢hey fee

and furthered. = Where asto défend their wi-
N their kyngdome of darckenes,ambitié cked pro-

Y and idle belies,there is no kyng fo go- ¢cadmges
dly ,no contrey fo peaceable , nor no f""’"“"‘
8 kyngdome foftronge , which through ﬁf;’:"w
} their deuilifhe entreprifes and wicked a"i:a::‘-
per(uafions,they haue not ftudyed vt- :
terly to fubuert and deltroy.Asthe ex-
Y ample ofthat defperat Moncke, who to
| poifon king Iohn,wittingly and willi«
| ngly poyfoned him felf. O malicious
N denil.Likewife rhtoration_ofthatmoi
| fte traiterous and peftilent Cardina :
Y Pole, dothyet wireul;: to all the papifts :‘f’"‘:
Y (hame and confufion : wherin hegoeth ~ '
<

A moneks
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about to perfwade the wicked Emperour
rather to tourne his power ad armié a~
gaift Kynge Héry the eight ad Englad,
this doggs owne correy, thé againitthe

infidels, Turckes,and Sarracenes; bIAT-

hemouflic termig the worde ofGod ad
Gofpel of [aluation to be the Turckefh
fcde. © impudét mouth:6 blafphemous
bealt,w hiru]h {aifltin chi heart,Theris no
God.And yet to all your fhame 3d vtter
deftrutis of your cotrie, you haue re-
ceaued him as a God , whome béfore in
your lawful kyn gs dayes,you molte iu-
ftely condemned as a traitour and very
fonne of Antichrift, The Counfellers,
whofe office is to brydle'the affétios of
their Princes ad Gouuernours, in geuig
fuch counf¢le as might promote the glo
rie of God, ad the welthe of their cotrie

by :h_‘lslpcrruaﬁ'on of obediéce,have hi- |
ought, and yet apearinglie do,. |

therto,
how toaccoplifhe and fatisfie the vn-
godly luftesof their vngodlie id vhlgw
ful Gouernefle,wicked Iefabel:who for
our {ynnes, contrarie to nature and the
manyfeflte worde of God, is fuffred to
raigne ouer ys in Goddes furie, ad haue
therby mofte wickedlie betrayed Chiri-

fe,their countrie,and thé felues (fomw |
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cheasliethin thé ) to become flauesto
altrange and foren nation, the prowde
Spaniards. The Noblesalfo;which(tho
ch vaworthilie wil be fo called) hea-
ring no other preaching,but that they Te obey 7
mutt obeye their Prince,neither know- £00d, bue
ing who,wherin, nor howfarre, haue in “’;’“"_"r,
like maner, as mendifguifed vpon a fta ,‘::\:i:”"'d
ge;turned their nobilite to open fhame ta, ng::;
amongeft all nations , whiche now bex be cifidered
holdetheir follie,and wéder ther at: fe-
inge they are made inftrumétes of im-
pietie, and deftroyers of their natiue
countrie,which firfte were ordayned in;
Realmes to ftande indefence of trewe
religion , lawes, and welth of their na-
tion,and to be a thylde(to their power),
agaynit their enimies in tynie of warre,;
and a brydel at home to their Princesin
tyme oﬁucacc:neither to fuffer them in
this forte to rage agaynft God, and vt-
terlie to conteme the holfome lawes of
the Realme,to fatisfie their flthic lufte
and vayne glorie, nor fo cruelie to mur
ther,and agaynft nature to deuoure the
people of God , their fubiecs swhom
they are charged by their office to fuc-
coure and defende,and haue therfore a

¢ o5,
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feareful compt to make for donige the
contrarie,
The inft The Huftices likewife in Townes
ceserother and Cities,as Maieres;Shry s, Baylyf-
wderoffi- s Conftables, Iealers and all fuche
e inferior officers,folowing the fame ex«
fample of vhnl awful obeditn?}c, whofe
office and chargeitis tominifter joftice.
;:ﬁ;:’f whithout refpe&e of perfos,to defende:
Zenerat, thefymple andinnocét, and to punifhe
g alltranfgreflors and malefictors, blaf-,
hemours of Goddes holie Name, vio-
fcnt oppreflers of innocentes, asbe the
bloudthurftie papiftes : are nowe be-,
come minifters oFiniuftice, and tyran-
ny , rhade tormentours of their owne:
naturall Countrye men, moft blouddie:
butchers of their brethren , and merci-
1effe murtherers of the childré of God:
and that in fuche cruel forte , as never
was heardeof before fincethe deathe
of Chrifte,where anie profefsion of his
Name hatlie bene, Info muche that
they are made a fpe@acle and gafinge-
{fock toall countries and natjons, a~ |
mongeft whom is anic feare of Godor
ciuile policie, whiche woulde not hane
Beleued it to be pofsible, if their cares
j and
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and eyes were not thisday fufficient
wittnefles . For to ynder{tand thatche

apiltes were cruell butchers and vn-
fatiable bloudfuckers; had bene no The papi-
newes at all, they haue benefuch from fles nasa~
the beginninge . ‘But when they bothe rallythurf
heare and fee thofe that profefle the for blowd.
Gofpel ,and woulde’be counted Chri- B
ftes Thepe , turned for feare of difplea- 7 s G/~
fure, orlofinge of their officeintothe fj_ /" ..
nature of bloudthurftie woulues;to ex- papifies.
ecute agaynft God and their confcien-
¢¢, the vyngodlie commandements of
the papiftes: tobe at commandement,
not onlie to their valawful Quene, but
alfoto euery fhauen Sir Tohn , to im=
brue their handes withthem in inno-
centbloude : this makethe all mento
wonder and be aftonilhed.

To conclude ; the refidue of the co- 1, ctimon
mon people,feing their fuperiours ofall p.gple,
defirees ad eftates, by whom they fhul-
debe gouerned with godlie lawes yand
to whom they ought obediencein the
feare of God onelie, thus conardly ro
forfake theirobedience to God,and vt-
terlie contemne the office wherwithhe
had charged them, to fatisficthe vnlaw
€ Ml
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ful commandements of their wilful Go.
uernefle:thinke it in no cafe their parte
to deny to her like obedience:bur with
bodigsand goodes, at home ad abrode, |
Menthet, 10 fulfill and mayntayne her will idty~ §
o againft ranny , not withﬁandingc their owne |
their ‘“”;{ confcience doth condemne thé,and the |
fé::;:a" worde of God dothe playnelie teftific,
worde.  thatitiseuell and vngodlie which they
are commanded to do. Being deceaued
by miflunderftanding this place of Pau-
le and fuch like:It behoueth euery fou-

38
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Rem-13 - le to be fubiecte to {uperior powers, U'
becaufe there is no power but of God,
For the powers that are , be ordinances | |

of God: ad therfore he that refifteth the ;
powen,refifteth the ordinaunce of God. |
But how litlethis and other likeob- |
iecti6s make for their purpofe,we fhall
God willinge voderftande,after that we |
haue betterexamined this prefentanf- |8
were of Peterand Tohn:who are notco |
trarie to Paul,nor Paul to them,rjghtly 1'
colidered.For thoghe this anfwere was |
made of Peter ad Iohn in their owne cau |}
{e to the Magieftrates ad Rulers of Ieru
falem:yet isit no lefle generall then the
faynge ofiS.Paule:and partaynethto al
- conditions
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conditions of men,aswel Magieftrates
and Rulefs,as inferior perfons and;{ub-
jeCtest teaching them bothe theirof-

fice mofte ri g]‘.tiie',thconc,\a'hat foicom

mande , and ' how to rule: theother,

“whom to obeye;and wherintobe fub-

iete; as it theirplaces folowinge (hall
euidentlie appeare. -

CHAP. ITTI

The truethy of this anfwere w26 fo [infible that the
verie aduerfaries coulde not withfland it
IR TR Nd firfte to retune to
A\l 7€) the an{were, we may be
s, affured thatitis certay
' 1#5 peddan vndouted true
% \—: the, that inall things,
A S and of all men, ddinall
places; Godis to be obeyed before mé.
Infomuche as the Apoltels werenot
afrayed to comite the indgement ther-
of ynto theirextreame enemies: whom
they knewe right well, would hauve ge-
uen contrarie {entence , if their anlwe-
rehadnot bene withe ont all contro-
uerfie. Asthoghechey would hdue fa-
yved . |isAfter that we haue bene
P €. L,

The enemi
es ofGod ¢
not denye
this an [ -
were to ba
trewe.
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.charged with this office to preache te

.all people and nations, 4d that by God

- him felffe,to whom all posers are {ub-

iebte, and all men are bownd toobeye,

whafe iudgementes-none can cﬁ:apc,
andwhole wrathe no flefheis able ro

Pal1o4 abyde : whiche with the breathe ofhis
T mouthe,moueth the heauens , and mas
kethe the mightie mountaynesto fha-

ke and tremble , and dryucth all pow-:

ers(be they neuerfo ftronge)toduft id

powder . We are contéted tomake you

tudges, which charge vs tothe contra=
rie:whither this dreadful God may ap-

proue our doings in obeyége you beig

men,and his creatures, yea earthe, ve~

rie duft and aflhes in comparifon of his
Maieftie! Whither man,of what au@o-

ritie fo euer he be ; isableto difcharge

vsin the prefence of oure God, if%u

holding our peace at your commande~

Preachers WeNt; we tranfgrefle the exprefle com-
mufl prea. ‘Mandemeétof God?That is,not toprea=
ch Chrifte che Tefus Chrift crucified : who hathe
fnfegon  cholévsto the fme éd,indued vs with
andout of kmwledge,rcucalcd voro vshis {ecret
[eafon. counftls, the myfterie of our redem-

ption, and armed vs with all giftes
of
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of the holie Goft , neceflarie for the
accomplifhement of fo ‘waightie an
entreprife’. We nede not herein to
vie many wordes or reafons : nor to
defieranie arbiters to'définie this mat-
ter 2 be you your felues iudges . Which
kinde of fpeakingsmen commonlie vfe,
when the mawteris:evident and out of
dotibte ; knowento all men , be they of
never fo ﬂcndc-riudgement, and nede
no furtherrealons,or Scripturesto pro-
ueies The like'kinde of reafoninge,the
Apoftleviech aiaynﬂ theCorinthians: ™
who permitted their weméto praye ba-
reheaded inthe Congregation , which
he condemned asanvndecent cuftome,
not becommyng the Sayn&s of God.
For amongeft other realons, he likewi-
fe makethe them felues iudges in the
mateer, fiyeng:tudge ye amonge your
felues, whitherit be cumlie fora woma

' to-praye barelieaded in the Congrega-

tion.Cécludinge, that verie nature do-
theteache the contrarye. Inlike maner
this anfwere is fojtrue and fenfible (that

| rather Godistobe obeyed then man)

thatchereci be nonefo malitious er ig
norante ; whom verie nature will not

I-Cor .
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compel to confelleit, ifhe had no fur- |

ther knowledge.Nether had thefe men,

for all their great a doo, lage confulta-

cion, hie learninge and wildome (defie~

rous alfo to take occafion agayn{t the
Apoltels)anie thinge to faye forthe ¢6-

trary.. But as Gods encmies areaccu-

" ftomed y when their mouthes are ftopt,

2 either with raylinges;; or threatnings,

They [buld 12 exprefle theirrage: fo did they with

0t fo hawe Pgter& Tohmi;dimitting them ac che Jaft |
efcaped if With bitter wordes and menacess and |

theyhad  they ' departed notwithftandinge from
bene befor the Congile, by the means-of thisanfwe

- ";,‘;“ rescongquerours,

OHRelOTS

Phariffes C H A P V. !

and Hypo € To'obeye man in anie thinge agaynfl God, V-

eritsof dawfull ind playne difobedience.
Englande. ‘=08

e T

reaflured of the trueth

what {tM 3d certaritic oftheiran( |8
things are ! were; wherof none; can
tobe 7 inftlie dotite let vsdo-

tonfidered. JIASEFSeI meohat further confi- |

derhatfhinges are pricipallie herein
conteyned. Firlt we mayc hereof iuftlic

conclude , that to obeye man in anie |

thinge contrary to. Gods-of h.is. precepts
thoghe he be inhieft au&oritie , or ne-

Owforasmucheaswe 2 |8

“ﬂ

Ry P ma ogm % ek MOAE N, R
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fur- uer fo orderly called there vnto(as the-

nen, fe men , wherof Luke fpeaketh, were)is

alea- no obedience ar all;but difobedience.

efie- Secondlie ;s thatit is not a fufficient

- the difcharge for vs before God, whé we de

= O~ nye to accoplyfhe their vnlawful dema

ccu- des and threatnings , except we do the

Fopt, ctrarie euery man in his vocationand

ings, M office , as occafion is offred ; and as his

with owerwill ferue. Whiche thiges playn-

¢laft B fic voder{tade , asthey {hal gevea clere

and B light in this controuerfie: ﬁ)-do 1 not

from doute by this prefent anfiwere and falte

nfwe of Peterand Iohn, to proue mofte mani
feftlie , thatalthoghe we were deftitute
of other examples,yet this might appea

#vn- B refufficient.. Astouchinge the firite, b

| thatthereisno.obedience agaynit God S ":5:2 .

swea i whichisnot.playne difobedience :thc‘:;of:d’-ﬁ

rueth Apoftlesfay;Iudge youwhitheritbe ri p, dence,

ir anl ghtoriuft in Godds fightto obeye you

e;can | ratherthéGod:whichisas muche asthei

r5d0- would faye ; It is not iufte nor lawful.

onfi- Thé ifit be not lawful and iuftin God-

erein desfight,who iudgeth things truelie 3d

uftlie as thei be in dede, it muft nedes folowe

 -anie that allmaner of obediéce agaynft God

Cepts id his worde,is playne difobediéce,and

oI ne-
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the workers therof likewifle condems

. ned asrebells, Why{Bycaufe it isvniuft

and valawfull before God: And all true
obedience is laweful, which muft not be
meafured by the will of md , but by the

iufte Lawesand ordinances of the livin

what God 8¢ Lorde.  So that after God hiathe
once wil- Once pronounced anie thinge that he
Lith n bis would haue done , either inhis Laweor
Law to be otherwile : there isno manthat may or
donzor et can di I'pencc therwith,{eeme'it of Heuer
to be dons @y Jigle ' importance in the iudgement
that j;.f”" of men. - He that commandeth the
”::: w_i- contrarie; is arebell: and hethatobey-
1:;, be iene. €thlikewife, Neither doche this apper~
werfo fimal t¥yne to the Apoftles and minifterson=
in the fight lie in their office, butisa generall argu
efman, ment forall fortes, eftates, and degrees
of men: forasmuche asGod hathe like
auoritie of all ; and all owe wnto him

firft and ‘principall obedience : andfe-

condly vato men for him,and in himon

lie: except they wil be enimiesto God,

and deny him to be their Lorde. For fo

muche it is in effe&e, when we preferre

men'to God , obedience to'man, before
theohedi ncetoGod , Ttisnot the au-

&Goricie of the Primce;or the feare of his

punilh-
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punifhtét,that ci excufe in his prefen-
ce:who cdmideth his people generalie,
high and lowe, riche and poore,man ad
woma,to heare his voyce,and to obfer-
ue his ftatutes. Nether to declyne vpori
the right hand, nor vpon the lefte': ne=
ther to adde anie thinge therto, ortota
ke anie thinge from it : but to dothat
onlie,whiche the lininge Lorde commai
deth.And if we be the (hepe of the Lor-
des foulde,itis not.fufficiét forvstohea
re the voyce of our paftor, id to folowe
him, except we al(o deny to heare, mu-
che more to folowe anie other : thatis,
which calleth not with the voyce of |
the true paftor, And as there oughtto
be no creature of like auctoritie amon-

eft vs, as our foveraygne Lorde and
God , whafe creatures we be, andthe
workemanfhip of his owne hides : euen
{o, there is none like to him in dignitie,
ormay be cépared to him in power, né
ne like to him in riches, or fo ableto
vewarde his fubieétes , beinge Lorde of
heaué and earthe, di{pofer of all things
prefent and to come: diftributer not
onlie of all corporall and earthilie blef.
fingsto thofe that feareand ferue him:
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bnt alfo powreth vpon themall fpiri-

. tuall and heaucnlie graces in great a-
boundance, Moreouer,as by his auttori
!ic,Yower,dignitic » riches and liberali-
tie,he maye ofright demande of vs obe
dience: fo mult we perfuade our felues

innot rédring the lJ;:me to him willing-

lie, that none ca deliver vs from his hor

rible punifhementes and deltrudtion,

St whiche he threatneth vpon all fuch as
g 'E.fllfully trangrefle his holie preceptes,
o coman ad declyne from his Lawes, Nether wil
dement  heregardeby what means,or by whofe
fhallexcufe cOmandement we trar:lfl'greff e his lawes.
wsinthe  Forthat can be no excule for vs, thoghe
deyeof ~ he be Kinge, Quene,or Emperour that
wengeanée- commandeth or threatneth vs . For
what is kinge , Quene, or Emperour

Ef#.2. compared to God! [sthe punifhement
of earthe, alhes,of vile man,whofe bre-

athis in his noftrilles , more to be fea-

red then the plages of God , who hath

power both of body and foule to deftr-

oyethé euerlaftingly 2 Was it any ear-

thly power that broght the waters vpon

€em.7  the vniuerfall. worlde,and drowned all
mankinde for {ynne,, viii perfons excep

ted? Did man deftroye Sofomeand Go-

morrhe
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morrhe with fier and brymftone? Came G":’d" 4-
the plages of Egypt , the drowninge of "/ 1-3 &
Pharao, the ouertrow of the Cananites, '~ t
the fubuerfion of Terufalem, by the
power of man? Ifthefe be the workes
of man and not of God , feare man and
not God : but if there be none of
thefe euells which cometh vpon a-
nie Citie , or contrie , wherof the Lor-
deis notthe worker: beware that the
feare of mans punifhment, caufe thee
not to fall'in to the handes of this migh
tie reuéger , whiche isan horrible thin-
e ,as the Apoftle writeth. = Princes
therfore,and all powers vpon thee arth,
are not to be compared voto God,who-
fe Lieutenants onlic they fhuld be, and
areno longerthen he wil, in whofe han
des their hartes are, to moue and turne
at his pleafure. And for that caufeitis
their duetie to feke all meanspofsible,
wherbie the glorie of God might be ad-
uanced, by whom they are them [elues
fo highlie exalted aboue their bret-
hern, and in no caufe to minifter oc-
cafion ofrebellion agaynft his mightie
Maieftie : but rather tobe examplesta
others (ouer whom they are conftitute)

of all Godlic liffe and lawfull obe -

Ames3.
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dience . In confideration wherof, God
him felfe appoyntig his people to haue
a kinge, which, when they (hulde come
in to the lande of promefic(for that was
the firft prometion that Godordeyned
amongcill his people , which yet came
whatmis- not to fuche pride to defire an Empe-
nerofman rour) did with great circum/pe&ion, as
the Lorde well appoynt them what mancr of man
"’"“(";' they fhulde chofe yas the lawes by the
ﬁ":l;um,' whiche hefhuldrule others , and be o-
Bt f‘; beyed of them. When thou commeft
([aithe the Lorde by Moy [es) to the lan
. de which thy Lorde geueth thee yand
{hal poffefle it, thou (halt with out dou
te,put or conflitute a Kinge to thee.but
whothy Lorde thy God fhall chole,
Moreouer he faith , from the middle of
thy brethern fhalethow appoynt a Kige
ouer thee. For thoumayit not appoynt
a ftrager,which isnot thy brother. Whi-
chlawe , as it proceaded from the wife-
dome of God , who thoght it neceflarie
for his people: euen {o 1s our miferable
ignorance and vnfpeakeable ingratitu-
cﬁ: tobe lamented,which nether do vn-
derftand the goodnefle of God in thefe

lawes, netyet will vouchefafic to c?nl-
ult
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fule with his heauély wifedome: afl men

rather fckinge to chofe and ‘procure

them felues Princes.and kinges after

their owne phitalre,ad by vngodlie fet=

ches and policies, thento folowe the apy

poyntiment of the Almightie:preferrin-
etheyrowtfit wittes to the wifedome

of God,whiché neuer fayleth them tha¢

folowe it.In comparifon of whom all o=

thers at lengh, thall thewe them felues

to be meere fooles. Yfwe wilbethe peo Gode'L

ple of God, let vsthen fearche and dili- W,;m;,'

gentlie folowe the Lawes of God,efpe- gt

cialliein fo weightie matters,, as the 6= be folowed

le&tion of kinges and Princes,by whom i elecion

Realmesand nations are gither prefer” of kinges
ued if they be Godlie; 'or viterly di-*4d Rulers
{troyed, and fhamefullie O}H"fcfrt‘d jfp and noe

mans l!f).i‘-
tafe.

they be vigodlie.' "The firlt poynt o
to oblerue, is , that'théy chole {uche’ Thefie
kinge, as'the Lorde ddtlie appoynt,and nore and
notas t-héyl phan‘t:ﬁc . And whit oneis obferuaria
he or how fhuld he be knos & The peo 1 chofinge
pleof Irael(you will faie)had their ki- of« kynge
ges appoynted them by the mouthe of Exedn.re
God and anoynted of his Prophets: a
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Twonotes
g0 knowe
whether a
Kerngze be

ehofin of
God orwo

Dauid,and his fonne Salomon. For Sau-
le,thoghe he was appoynted id anoye-
ted in Goddes furie , yet was he not
of the Lordes chofinge after thismea-
ning of Moy(es , who willethe them to
appoynte a kinge that the Lorde {hal
cﬂofc :to wit, of his fauour and'good-
nefle , fuche a one as (hall oblerue the
Lawes folowing s as we [hall fee here
after. Two meanshad the 1fraeli-
tes to knowe their kinge , whither he
was of Godele&te orno.  The firfte,
by the expreffe commandement and

romefle made tofome efpeciall man,
wherof they neded not to doute:as was
made to Dauid , ad to Saloma his fonne
exprefllic. The fecode isby hiswor-
de , whichhe hathe nowJeft toall men
to be the ordinarie means to reueale

his will and appoyntment . Which (if

we yofaynedly folowe in our doings)
we nede no more to doute, then if
God (huldenow fpeake vnto vs out of
the heauens , asthen he did tothe If-
raelites. The worde then geueth vs
thefe notes to know -whither he be
of God-ar not, whom we woulde chofe
for our kinge, Firlte(as was fayd) i]f he

ea

-
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beaman that hathe the feare of God

before hiseyes , and zeluflye with Da-

uid, and Iofias , dothe ftudie to fet for-

the the fame , hatinge vnfaynedlie al

papiftrie and idolatrie. For this caufe

God willeth that he thuld be chofen

from amongefte his brethern,and {hul-

debe no ftranger: bycaufe fuche then h

had not the feare of God,but were ido-

laters , to whom no promefle of anie

kingdome was .made , and who alfo

would leade the people to idolatrie.

Alfo inthat hisexercife is appoynted, none

the worde , Lawes & ftatutes of God, it oghtes be

is manifefte that heis not chofen: of difen s

God, excepthe be fucha one: and oght kinge or

notto be anoynted or ele@ed astheir Rulerbue

kinge and Gouernour , what title or fbaswil

right fo euer he feeme to haue thenito, :::;”:‘“’”

by ciuile policic , except hebe a pro- mc‘;a;::‘

moter & fetter forthe of Godds Lawes 1y,

and glorie , for whiche caufe chieflie, The fecid

this office was ordeyned. note why~-
The nexte rule to be obferued is, kinges ar

that he fhulde be one of their bre. ¢hfenfis

thern, meaninge of the Ifraelits : part- "g”‘.’”ﬁ‘f

lie to exclude the opprefsion:and "

ii,

X
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jdolatrie, whiche commeth in by ftran-

gers, asour Contrie now is an example:

and partlye, for that ftrangers cannot

beare fucha natural zeale to ftraunge
realmesand peoples,as becomethe bre-

rhe gouer thern: but chieflieto auoyde that mon-
nement of fter in mature, and difordre amongeft
women is men, whiche is the Empire id goucrne-
:ﬁ:::_j: ment of a woman , fayinge expreflie:
wnd Gode Fromthe myddle of thy brethren fhalt
ordinance- thou chofe thee a kinge,and not amon-
gilt thy fifters. For God is not contrarie

to him felf, whiche at the begynninge

Gen.3.  appoynted the woman to be i fubie-
&ion to her houlbande ;and the man to

be head of the woman (as faithe the A-

~ poftle )y whowil not permitte fo muche
1.Cor.14 14 the womi,as to fpeake in the Affem~
1.Tim.2 e of men, muchelefle to be Ruler ofa
Realme or nation. Yf women be

not permitted by Ciuile policies toru-~

le in inferior offices, to be Coiifellours,

womenby Dears of a realme, Inftices, Shireffs, Bay
eiwell poli- Tives and fuch like : T make your felues
:’;“';:;;E iudges , whither it be mete for them
all offices 19 gouerne whole Realmes and natids?
' If the worde of God can not per-

13 2 comiom
welth. fuade
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fuade you,by which (he is made fubieé

to her houfbande y; muche more to the
Counlelle and auétoritie of an whole
realme , which worde alfo appoynteth
your kinges to be chofen from amonge
their brethern , and not from their fi-
fters : who are forbidden as perfons vn-
mete to fpeakein a Congregacion: be
you your felues mdges, and let nature
teache you the ablurditie therof.

And thus muche haue I of pourpofe
noted in this matter,tolet you fee to all
our fhames, how farre ye haue bene led
befydes your commun fenfes and the yyj, 1,
manifeft wordeof God ; in eleéting, a- Jler prouéth
noynting , and crowninge a woman to her a
be your Quene ad Gouernefle , and {he baflard in
in verie dede a baftarde , and vnlaw- bis boke
fully begotten . But beit that {he we- de Verao-
reno baftarde , but the kinges daugh- B“ﬁ.';'ﬁ“’
ter as lawfullie begotten as was her fi- ::;.0 ,.;’:;r
fter,that Godlie Lady, 2d meke Lambe, prefuce '}f
voyde ofall Spanifhe pride , and ftran- the fame
ge bloude : yet in the fickneffe , and boke.
at the deathe of our Jawfull Prince of kyng Ed~
Godlie memorie kynge Edwarde the wardibe
fixt , this {hulde not E_aue bene your VI

d. iii,
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firfte counfele or queftion, who fhul-
de be your Quene,what womi you (hul
de crowne, ityou had bene preferrers
of Goddes glorie , and wife cotfelours,
or naturallie affefted towardes your
countrie.But firfte and principallie,who
had bene mofte mecrelf:n mengeft your,
brethern to haue had the gouernement
ouer you, and the whole gouernement
of the realme, torule them carefullie in
Theyhane the feare of God , and to preferuethem
mew plens aoaynit all opprefsion otPinwarde ty-
tie ofboth 7nts and outwarde enemies.  Wher
Pops . i you might haue bene affured to ef-
kapeall this miferable & vnfpeakable
difgrdre, and fhamefull con Fuil:on, whi-
che now by contrarie counfele isbro-
ght worthely vponvs.  Iknowe ye
will faye,the Crowne is not intayled to
the heyre malesonelie, but appartay-
Thesirle nethe afwel to the daughters: and ther-

.efthe fore by the Lawes of the Realme, you

Crownt  coulde nototherwile do. But yfit be
belongeth gryie | yet miferable is this anfwere of
2"2 b fiche as had fo longe tyme profeffed
d;w;:;” the Gofpel, and the lyuelie worde of

heyres  God. Ytithad bene made of pagasand

. males, heathens, whiche knew not God by his

worde,
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worde yit might better haue bene bor+
ne with all. But amégeft them that bea=
re the Name of Godds people’, with
who his Lawes (hulde haue chi¢fauéto-
ritie : this anfwere isnot tollerable to
makethe conltantand vndouted Lawe
of God , whiche oght to be the lyne of
all ordinaunces , to geue place to the
vayne and vngodlie decrees of men yas
experience hath now taughtyou. - ‘Mo
reouer , inanoynting her asiffhe had
bene'a man , was nogicﬁ"e ablurditie,v=
finge thervnto fuche greafinges'ad (hi-
lefle Ceremonies, ad that in theface of
allthe people : as thoghe Moyfleslawe
yetwerein force, and Chrift our Sai-
iournotcomé:which hath putan eslito Your:ow
all fuche outwarde Ceremdiiies {who- j,'_;'"w“
{e annoyntings were fpirituall’ ; Foras m}if:;‘
he was replenifhed with all gracesof the pre
4 ; flardto
holie Goft, and that with out mcaf‘ure,'hm!m;,
and aboue all his felows, Kings 'y Prielts; 1,51 be-
and Prophetes: fo hathe he feft no other porzga.
annoyntinge to be vfed of his fer-
uvaunts: but of the fame forte ;thar is,
fpirituall,  And yf Moyfes with his
Ceremonieswere nowin full autoritie,
as he was before Chrifhe-:i Yet were it
. i,
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not lawful by him to anoynte aniewo-

.| an stoani maner of office or dignitie,

Lewtt 3. foing that this Ceremonie was neuer

1.54m. 15 appoynted to anie other but onelic to

p-Regis Priefts, kinges,and Prophetes. How dur

fte you thenbe fo bolde and impudent

& Papifts, (for this was your entreprife)

td tranfgrefle the order of Godin the

Lawe of Moy{es by anoyntige a woma?

And allo, to contemne the' libertie of

the Gofpell ,in réducinge and bringing

agaynithe Iewifhe Ceremonies , from

whiche by Chrifte we are delyuered?

Butqg,isna maruell if you be all wa -

ies Jikeyour felues , ftubberne and re-

bellious, enimies to God and contem-

nesof Chrifte . And therfore leauinge

you to your felues , we will retourne to

Goddes appoynted limites in his Lawe,

for the Jawfull eleGion of kinges and

Pringess; Yeliane hearde thetwo fir-

{te eautions or rules, that is,how hie mu

fte be of "Godds appoyntment , and

1., netof mans - And alfo from amon -
The thivde

rle tobe Ecityour brethren and not of your fi-

abfersed  Hers, and Why . The thirde caution

in electing that God dpecifieth in this ele@ion is,

of kinges. that hebe nonefuch as hath great nom

ber




ber of horfes: meaning , as trufteth in
his owne power,and preparation ofall
thinges, for defence ofhim felfe,id to
ouercome his enemies. Forvnder this
name of horfes, he comprehendeth all
ingeynes and furniture of warre: fuche
aone,astfuftethinthem , and make-
the not God hisarme and bockler,with
faitheful Dauid,isnot meete to be kin-
ge of the Lordes people.

For by fuch means fhulde theybe
broght to Egypte agayne, to their olde
milerie and flauerie, if they delited in
their horfes , from whence the Lorde
woulde haue them kepte,and not in a-
nie cafetoreturne. ~Asnodoute , he
woulde haue had vs miferable Engli-
fhe men, warelie to haue kepte vs in
that libertie of Iefus Chrifte and our
confciences , wherin fo mercifullie he
had broght vs: and not by placeinge aa
infidel woman ouer vs, to returne to
our olde vomite, muche more viler thé
theflauerie of Egypte,I meane the fer-
uitudeof thar Romifhe Antichrifte.
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Other obferuations he geneth alfo, ther notes
nottofeke maniewiues , norto heape God geueth

vpmuchegolde : but chiflie that he ha- 1o hofcty.
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ue an example of Goddes Lawes preferi
bed vnto him , to reade in them all the
dayes of his life ,thathe maye learne
to feare the Lorde and to keepe his ¢6-
mandements , and not to lifte him felf
vp aboue his brethren : meaning , he
fhulde rule with all holyneffe and hum
blenefle,as did Moyfes and Dauid. And
therby,dothe God promiffe that his da-
yes, and the dayes of his children fhall
be prolonged in the middle of Ifraell.
Of'the whiche we may iuftlie conclu+
de,that by the ordinance of God,no 0=
ther kinges or Rulers, oght to be cho=
fento rule ouervs, but fuche as will fe-
eke his honor and glorie,and will com
maunde and do nothing contrarie to
his Lawe. Wherewith they are no leffe,
ye muche more charged,then the com-
mon people: becaufe their charge is
double: that is, not onelie to feare God
them felues, butto fee that their peo-
plefeare him alfo , to whom they owe
inthat cafe all humble obedience and
reuerence. For they be(as was fayed)
Goddes fubie&es and Lieutenantes,for
whofe caufe they muft be reuerenced,
doingetheirductie.  Butifthey will
abule
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abufe his power, liftinge them felues 2-
boue God and aboue their brethern,to
drawe them to idolatrie,and to oppref-
fethem,and their contrie:then are they
nomore to be obeyed inany cofnman-
dements tending tothat ende: butto -
be cotemned as vile Sergeantesin com
ﬁarifon of the high Iudge and Magi-

rate , who oght to do nothing,but as
he is commaunded to do by the Indge
ad {uperior power accordingto the la~
we. Other wife,ifhe lift him felfe abo-
ue the chir:f[udge,[okyng to be hono-
red and obeyed more then he : who
would not abhorre fuche a Sergeant,ad
not onelie to withftande his comande-
ment, but toaccufe him as a rebellious
traytor , and banithe him from amon-
geft them? Andyet here is but rebel-
lion agaynit man, who is but mortall,

What oght we thé to do vnto that kin-

e or Princé , that lifteth him felfevp .
aggayn{t the Maieftie of God,who isim~ :{ ::JE;’E'E
mortal,to whome belongethall power, fobey mi,
dominion and honoriIs he anie more in o, more
comparifon of God, then the Sergeant Godihe
in re[pete of the Tudge? Shall the Ser- Lordeof -
geant be punifhed asa traytor,and this «l fhinges
man honored as a kinge,which doth no
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parte of the office therunto belongin-

e?Orrather is not his crime and trea-
g:m greater ; and deferuith {o muche
more,as God is more excellent,compa-
red to anie worldlie power ,then isa-
nie kinge or Prince compared to the
mofte vilefte Sergeant?

Moreouer, whence hathe he this ho-
nor:Of him [elfe? Is anie man natural-
lie borne a kinge, Or hathe he itof
God? And if of God, wherto,butto vfe
itwith God,dd notagaynile him. Seing
thenitis not jufte in Goddes fight to
obeye man rather then God: neither
that theiris anie difpenfacion of man

thatcadifpéce with his holie comande
‘;f?:z;j: ments, neicher the auctoritie of Prin=
frare witl €€ nor feare of punithment can excufe
himad not V5. Seing alfo, thatkinges are inflitute
aziafle  torulein Goddes feare and Lawes , as
bim. fubietes and Sergeants to God, and
To obcy« notagaynite his Lawes,and aboue him:
W"_‘k"d_ it mufte nedes followe (aswe fitfte fay-
::’:j.:” ed) that all obedience geuen to fuche,
Keduesi Wicked Princes agaynite God, is play-
Plaine dif. D€ rebellion in his indgemente. And in
obedience that cafe to obeye God ,and difobeye
o God. mansistrue obedience, how fo cuerthe
worlde

Kinges




OR DISOBEY, €y

worldeiudgeth . Forasnone will con-

demne Peter and Iohn of difobedien-

ce,becaufe they woulde notherein o~

beye their ordynarie Magiftrates : no-

more will anie which haue right iudge-

ment , condemne the like refiftance in

others,which alike is lawfull to all. ;
Orellsfhulde the Ifiaelitesbe excu- 1-king-1.

fed,by caufe they obeyed their wicked

kinge Ieroboam in wurfﬁippinge his

calues in Dan,and Bethel.

Then {huld that cruell butcher Doeg,
in killinge Ahimalech with rxxxy Pri-
efts or Leunites, and the whole towne of
Nob , at the commandement of yngo-
dlie kinge Saul, haue bene preferred
to the refte of all his feruantesand foul Mat.2.
diars. And the fouldiars alfo of cruell They will
Herode fhuld be blamelefTe in murthe- make
rig 3d fheading the bloude of fo many 4 thefe
infantesin Bethlehem at Herods com~ bM"_; (the
mandement. Then fhulde the wicked P:;;«;;::;
Tewes be gyltlefle of Chriftes deathe ad ,.,/ier 4,6
his Prophets , whom they confented to they will

1.54m. 22

" murther by the parfuafion of their Ru- feme to
| lers. Andthe counterfayte Chriftians offinde.

this day,which euerie where (but efpe- Mat. 27.
ciallie in our miferable countrie)im-
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prifon ; famifhe, murther , hange’; and
burne their owne countriemen,and dea
re children of God , at the commande-
ment of furious Iefabel ; and her falfe
Pricltes and Prophetes ; the blouddie
Bifthopps and fhauelynges , fhulde be
gi]t]eﬂ'c in all their doinges.But all the-
edoth God ( who isa Ielious id righ-
teous God, and cannot abide his honor
to be geuen to any other,nor fuffer the
bloude of the innocent longe to crie
vnto himfor vengeance ) condemneas
blafphemers,idolatres,and cruell mur=-
therers:which faithe : Thoufhalthaue
no otherGoddes but me. Thou fhalt not
Lill. And if God dothe make this,difo-
bedience ( as thou may ft playnely fec)
what commandement of man can aul-
ter his fentence , before whom there is
no obedience in euil thingestYea,ifthe
whole multitude,from the hieft to the
loweft’, wolde agree and confentto do
euel , yet mufte not thou followe them
{aith the Lorde.For if thou do(notwith-
ftanding the commandement of thy
Prince , orexample ofall others ) thou
art with them a rebell; and 2 rebell a-
gaynftthy Lorde and God: from whofe
wrathe
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wrathe and heauie indignation,noman
can defende thee in the dreadfull
daie of his vifitacion , which is at
hande,

CHAP VL

il a

Howr #t fs ot inough to denye wricked commana

deméts of all knde of Rulers sexcept We weth=

Randthem alfo,eucry man accordinge to hisvoe
catronyin doing the contrary,

S by thisanfwere afore

%.8) mentioned,we haue be-
- 3“ taught not to geue
5, Place to the valawfull
/ %{ \ \ commandemétes of Ma
=~ "= gillrates,in what au@o-
ritie o euer they be, becaufeit is no-
thing ‘but rebellion in the iudgement
of God: euen o may we learne by the
fame anfwere and example of the A=
poftles, how God requiereth more at
our handes, that is, to with@tande theic
preceptes, in doing the contrary:euery.
man accordinge to his office and e~
ftate wherin God hathe placed him.,
' Forasman thinketh him felfnot fullie
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obeyed , when we abftayne from thole
thinges which he forbiddeth, except
moreouer we do the contrary , which
he commandeth : euenfo may we mu-
che more thinke, that Ged is not fullie
obeyed,when we will not do the vngo-

kynge,but dlie commandements of men , except
alfo 10 do alfo we applye our felues with all dili=

the contra
Tie.

gence to do the contrary. So did Peter
and Tohn make anfwere, denying to do
asthey were comaunded by the Magi-
ftrates . And asthey denyed in wordes,
fo did they,ad the reft of the Apoftlesin
efte@e,as thecourfe of the hiftorie doth
witnefle,Who went all to gethertothe
Temple after they were dimifled , and
preached openliein the face of all the
people Tefus Chrifte crucified,not with,
ftanding all the afore named threat-
nynges and menacinges, yea afterwar-
de, when they had bene imprifoned
and then by the Angel of God deli-
uered, and whipped mofte yilely , asif
they had bene flaues:yct were they no-
thing therby difcouraged , but conti-
nued in one mynde and anfwere, (ayng
as they did before with one voyce and
confent : God mufte be obeyed before
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man,and boldlie preached their maifter
Chrift,contemning all difplealures whi
ch they for his Names fake fuftened, re Aét.s.
membring well his {ure and conforta-
ble promefles who faid:Bleffed are you Matth.5.
when menreuile you and {klanderyou,
|| andfpeake all ewll againfte you,lying,
for my fake:be glad and reioce,for gre-
ate is your rewarde inthe kingdome of
heauen.For fo did they perfgcutc the
prophetes before you.
Thus fee we thé;how the trueth of this
do@rine isnot proued onely by the fir-
fte examination of Peterand Iohn:but Altheape
| alfo confirmed the fecond tyme by the H."'!’ ',;3"
reft of all the Apoftels agreeinge therin, ‘;:E";:
and fuffringe vile {fcourginge for the i, .
fame: not onely boldlie affirminge itin fancie.,
| the prefence of all the Magiftrates at Ie-
rufalem , butas conftantly approuinge
it in their doinges: when contrarie to
their commandeméres, they ceafed not
| more diligentlye topublifhe the doét-
rine of{'a]uation:reioy[inie and prayi-
nge God,who had made them worthie
to fuffer for his Sones fake,theirLorde
l and maifter. O worthy and manful
| fouldiars, O mofte trultie and payne-
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ful feruantes: neither feringe the prow-
de lokes and malitious threatninges of

Ko P"W'f‘l the whole Senateand power of lerufa-
can prewasl ooy . nor {hrinking in their office , for

againfl the
fasehfull.

all their cruel punifhments,But the mo-

re they were forbidden, and the oftener

they were }Funil'hcdrthc ftouter,ftrong-

er,and mightier were they to fight aga-

inft their enemeswith the fpiritual fw=

orde , wherwith they were charged in
their maifters quarel:beinge aflured all-

wayes of this, thathewho gaue théau-

&oritie to preach, wouldegeue thé {ire.
nghalfo forthe performance therof, as

he had promefed,fayinge: Iwill be with

youto theend of the worlde. And he

beinge with thé,(asthe Apoftle faithe)

what (hould they care who were againit

them? A worthie example id mirour for

all fuch to beholde as are called of God

tobe his meflengers and difpofers of
his holie myfteries , how faithful they

oghtto bein the diftribution ofthe fa-

me,omitting no maner of occalions, o-

beying no contrarie commandements,
nor fearing the cruel thredtninges of
THCMm:
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God hath geuen them the char-
ﬁe of mofte pretious iewels,and ine-
imable riches: not to be hid ina cor-
ner, or retayned with them {elues : but
rather (as the Apoftle exhorteth ) to Ephess
ftyrre vp the gyfie of God , which isin
them, and not.to negle& it to preache
the worde of God , and to beinftant in b
fealon and out of feafon, to conuince, s ke
reproue, and exhorte with all foftnefle
and learning. For this is that (harpe and Ephe 6.
two edged [worde wherewith God hath
notonely armed them agaynfte their Heb. 4
enimies : butto fight alfo manfullie for :
others agaynit ali‘)powcrs worldly and
fpiritual,with this mightie and (piritual
fworde the worde of God. g
For otherwife , if Chrifte him felf
had ceafed to preache his Fathers will,
| forwhich caule partly he was fent in
| tothe worlde,for feare of threatninges,
confpiracies,commandements, and pu-
nifhments of men: where had bene this
comfortable do@trine of faluation?
When fhulde he haue fuffred death,
for our redemption and delyuerance?
How' fhuld. the Apoftles and all

€. 1L

l'.Tfm@n;
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other faithfull martyrs,which by their
deathes in all ages , haue ‘geuen glorie

chufdif- toChrift,have left behinde them{o wo-
obyed  rthie monumentes, and comfortable
wicke Writingcs,beﬁdcsrhenotablccxampfes
':;'?-E":;’ of conitanciein fealinge vp their doct
o AR with the Mheading of their bloud,if
but weo- they had yealded or [hronke in execu~
bey wminft tinge their office for feare ofanie po-
magiftrates wer.And in oure milerable Countrie,
defiroy where Antichrift this day isagaine for

our [elues: qure fynnes exalted,if commandeméts
of tyrantes (huld haue taken place in

all men, as itdid with many hirelinge

preachers, {ome mofte fhamefullie de-
nying their Maifter Chrifte , taking v~
pon them the marke of the beafte, mi~

niﬁrin‘g poyfon for foodeto theirflo-

cke, fome in makinge a fpoyle and
praye of their flocke, and ascowardes
takeyng them to their feete, leauin
the poore lambes of God with out all
comforte, to be deuoured of the wilde
rauenous beaftes: fome alfoinplayng
on both partes with the halting Tfrae-
lites, thinke to ferue God and Baal:
ifin all others ( I faie)asin thefe, the
vngodlic decreesof men fhulde haue
taken
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taken plack: how coulde we haue had
thefe worthie €xamples of fo many hun
dreth martyrs,who haue glorified Chri-
{te mofte conftantlie,in offringe vp the-
ir liues asamofle fwete fauour to the
Lorde? And that of all (ortes of men and
women,young and olde,riche and poo~
re,learned and vnlearned, all being he-
rein perfuaded ( notable perchaunce to
do anie more for the comfort of others,
in fo generalla defc&tion from God)
haue cﬁofé rather with the loffe of this

corporall lyfe , to obeye God, theno-
therwife to lyucin welthe and obeye

man. Forthe which,the Name of God
be prayfed for euer,who ftyrre vp our
hartes by their examples,and prepare vs
withthe grace of his holie Spiriteto
the like conftancie and obedience.
Befidés this we learne by the céman-
dements of God,that fo oft as he forbid
deth any thing which he wolde not to
be done; in the {elf fame , he comman-
deth vs the contrarie,as for example:
Thow {halt not murther,Steale, Com-
mit adultrie, or Beare falle wittnes, It
is not ynough to abftaine frome thefe
€. 1,

Obedience
to death.
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thinges, neither is God*therin/ fullie
obeyed, except we do the contrarie, {0
oft asoccafion is miniftred; that is , to
faue, preferue, and defende,as well the
goodes as the perfones of our brethren
and neghbours. Andthisisa certayne
and general rule,not onely in thefe ex-
amples here named : but in all other
preceptes whitherthey be of the Ten
‘commandments , oranie other befides
conteyned in the Scriptures : that what
{o ever God forbiddeth anie man, in
the fame heis charged todo the con-
traric according to his power, thogh
all the worlde would ftande agaynit
him . In confirmation wherof,let vs o~
nelie confider the notable example of
the Godlie Prophet Daniel ; who when
he wascommanded in the name of kin-
pantel g€ Darius(by whome he had bene pro-
was no  moted to great honor, and of all other
Enolifhe  wasinbelt fauor, and hieft reputation
courtier: with him ) to afke nothing of his God,
forhe g anie other for the fpace of thirtie
coulde mot Jayes | but onely of Darius his kinge,
flssser. 4 ccording to the decree made at the
requefte ofhis vngodlie counfel , pur-

pollie
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poflie agaynit Daniel,would not obeye
the commandement , being not igno-
rant that it was a publike decree,which
all (heonely excepte) obeyed. And
alfo how death (and that mofte terri-
ble, to becaft among the hungry ly-
ons') was appoynted for a puni{hment A ?
to the tranfgreffors . But Daniel not m.“ftr"‘ ‘
contented 1o do as he was comman- j,iv. 27
ded , did as he ‘was accuftomed, the b, of
contrary ;: not once ,but thrife euery inglande
day,tranfgrefsinge the kinges comma-
dement,prayinge to the lininge Lorde
his God.And to the intent it might be
knowen abrode to al men, that he con-
temned this yngodly commandement, = ., .
he fet open his windowes more then cu- D“”;*”{T
ftome,to the tét that all whiche wolde, :;::‘L:E'o}
might beholde his doing: fo glad was o, glory
he to be knowen to ferue the true and sud wolde
mightic God. Here wolde our worl- not hideis
dly wife men, no dout , condemne Da-
niel of rafhnes and follye in doing,
more then was expedient . ‘What
nede he thus to prouoke the indi-

nation of a Prince , who had pow-
er with, a worde of his mouth to’ di-
. iiii,
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ftroye him 2 Yfhe wolde not afke anie
thinge in the Name of Darius as others
did,yet might he haue abftayned from
praying to God for that fpace. Was thir
tie dayes fo great a matter, that he
might not abltayne from praying to
God, to gratifie therby his Prince to
whome he was fo muche bounde? And
ifhewolde nedes prayeto God , could
he not haue done it preuely and fecret-
ly? Whatnede he to fet open his win-
dow in the fight of al men? This was an
open contempte of the kinges Maieftie:
this was a greater offence;then the falte
itfelf.Thus wolde the politike ad worl-
dlinges reafon, as our carnall Gofpel-
lersdo daylie, to mayntayne their (ha<
meles halting vpon both partes, to clo-
ke their owne impictie,and to intice o«
thers to do the like.But faythful Daniel
had learned an other leflon, and ofa
more faithfull {cholemaifter : euen the
verie fame that inftructed here the

Apoftles, the Spirite of God , the au-
&or of wifedome , and trueth : that
he oght not onelie  to contemne
the kinges ynlawfull commandement,

bug
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