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A BRIEF SURVEY OF BASTIAT’S LIFE & WORK

[Frédéric Bastiat (1801-1850)]



The Rediscovery of Bastiat in the Post-WW2 Era

Leonard E. Read (1898-1983) - FEE Henry Hazlitt (1894-1993) - WSJ, NYT

Pres. Ronald Reagan (1911-2004)Murray N. Rothbard (1926-1995)



The “Cercle Bastiat” in NYC (mid-1950s)

Ralph Raico, Murray Rothbard, George Reisman, Robert Hessen, 
Leonard Liggio (August 1955)



THE MANY FACETS OF FRÉDÉRIC BASTIAT

[Monument to Frédéric Bastiat in Mugron (1878)]







[Jean-Louis Gintrac (1808-1886), “Habitants des Landes”]

“Les Landes” - “The Marshlands of Gascony”



[Postcard of a shepherd (c. late 19thC]

“Les Landes” - “The Marshlands of Gascony”



[Groupe d'habitans des Landes (1827)]



[J.Worms , “Le facteur de la poste dans les Landes” 
(The Postman in the Moors) (~1876)]



Singing and Drinking for Liberty:  
“I was expecting blood but it was only wine that was spilt” (5 August 1830)





[Goguette (singing club): Daumier "La goguette des Joyeux à 
Belleville" (1845)]



[Goguette (singing club): “Goguette Parisienne présidée par des 
dames” (1845)]



Illustration to Pierre-Jean de Béranger's poem 
"The Smugglers" 

[Collected Works 1847]

[Refrain]
Hang the excisemen! let us get hold
Of pleasures in plenty, and heaps of gold!
We have the people on our side;
They're all our friends at heart:
Yes, lads, the people far and wide,
The people take our part.

What! 'tis their will, that where one tongue is spoken
Where the same laws long time have been obeyed,
Because some treaty may such bonds have broken,
Two hostile nations should, forsooth, be made!

Man might his barter have convenient made,
But taxes blocking up the roads abound;
Then forward, comrades, forward !—such is trade,
That in our hands its balance must be found.

Taxes—the which on bloodshed they will spend—
Are levied there:
We—leaping o'er the barriers they defend—
Little we care.



Illustration to Pierre-Jean de 
Béranger's poem  

“The King of Yvetot" 
[Collected Works 1847]



A song of a “goguettier” (a political song 
writer) Pierre-Jean Béranger (1780-1857) 
mocking a local political lord (Napoleon) 
who think they are “kings” and lord it 
over their subjects “The King 
Yvetot” (1813):

III. No costly regal tastes had he,  
Save thirstiness alone;  
But ere (before) a people blest can be,  
We must support the throne!  
So from each cask new tapp’d he got,  
(His own tax-gath’rer), on the spot, 
A pot!  
Ha! ha! ha! ha! Ho! Ho! Ho! Ho!  
A kingdom match with Yvetot!  
Ho! Ho!

The “Sting of Ridicule”: 
Béranger, “Le roi d’Yvetot”



IV. So well he pleased the damsels all,
The folks could understand
A hundred reasons him to call
The Father of his Land.
His troops levied in his park
But twice a year - to hit a mark,
And lark!
Ha! ha! ha! ha! Ho! Ho! Ho! Ho!
A kingdom match with Yvetot!
Ho! Ho!”

FB probably sang songs like this with the 
officers of the Bayonne garrison in 1830 
when he persuaded them to side with the 
revolutionaries of 1830.

The “Sting of Ridicule”: 
Béranger, “Le roi d’Yvetot”



1B. THE MAN IN PARIS (1845-50)



PARIS (FORTIFICATIONS & SUBURBS) IN 1850



Bastiat is one of the “Four Musketeers”  
[provincial outsiders who came to Paris & revolutionised classical liberalism]

Gustave de Molinari (1819-1912) 
Liège (région wallonne)  
[journalist, economist]

Frédéric Bastiat (1801-1850)  
Mugron (département des Landes) 

[politician, economist]

Charles Coquelin (1802-1852) 
Dunkerque (Nord-Pas-de-Calais) 

[economist, editor]

Gilbert-Urbain Guillaumin (1801-1864) 
Moulins (Allier, région d'Auvergne) 

[publisher]

Guillaumin publishers 
14 rue Richelieu



2. THE FREE TRADE ACTIVIST AND JOURNALIST (1844-47)



2. THE FREE TRADE ACTIVIST AND JOURNALIST (1844-47)



2. THE FREE TRADE ACTIVIST AND JOURNALIST (1844-47)



“The Petition of the Manufacturers of Candles” (1845)

[Making Tallow Candles (1749)]



3. THE REVOLUTIONARY POLITICIAN (1848-50)

[Meissonier, “The Barricade, rue de la Mortellerie”, June 1848]



[anon. “24 février 1848, cinq heures du soir”]

"A Few Words about the Title of our journal   The French Republic” (26 Feb. 1848) 



Toasts given at the Political Banquets (1847-48)



Toasts given at the Political Banquets (1847-48) 
Banquet du Château-Rouge (9 juillet 1847)











la Liberté du travail vs. le Droit au travail



*

*





[International Friends of Peace Congress, Paris August, 1849]



[International Friends of Peace Congress, Paris August, 1849] 
Admission Card with quote from Béranger poem



4. THE ANTI-SOCIALIST PAMPHLETEER (1849-50)







“The State” (September 1848)

[Honoré Daumier, ”La République nourrit ses enfants et les instruit” (1848)]



V. Bastiat’s Key Ideas (v)

[Honoré Daumier, “Gargantua” (1831)]



The “Broken Window Fallacy”



“The Broken Window” (July 1850)



“The Seen and the Unseen” in Obama’s America: 

What is “Seen”: The Obama Administration “creating” New Jobs 

by Government Expenditure



“The Seen and the Unseen” in Obama’s America: 

What is “Unseen”: The Obama Administration “creating” New 

Jobs by Government Expenditure



The Seen and the Unseen: The Obama Administration “creating” New Jobs



5. THE POLITICAL ECONOMIST (1847-50) 



A Monument erected to the memory of Bastiat in Mugron, 23 April, 1878 
[how it appeared in 1878]



A Monument erected to the memory of Bastiat in Mugron, 23 April, 1878 
[how it appears today]




