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. l-I E fl!!I)',~!illg D(ftatt1ft) 
.,,-- iJltituleti, V ollllltary Ser­

vitude, 'was wrote by St.e­
phen de la Boet.ie, o!Z~ 
of" Ibe ](-iJlg's COZ(71jt.'l/ors 
in tbe Court f!f tbi! Par ..... 

liammt at Bourdeaux, ill the Reigl1 qf 
Charles IX, .Killg of France. It eM­
ttlil1S jiu:b noble S(!ntiments, 'wz'th Re-
jpetl to tbe Libertt'es qf .1V[{mkind, mId 
is '1.0nte £11- a ~pit·it, .la truly r~le,l1blil1g 
~m old Greek or Roman, !lwt the 
'I'rallj!ator judg/:,d it rwcll "d.,'ortby, ql be·.· 
ing commlmicate.d to tbt.· Pltblick ill our' 

" i , • .," ' 
, , " , ' ' . ,'.. , 

" , 
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, 

, 

, 
, 
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, ' , . , L(ll1guage. Ht! bas endeavoured to dfJ . 
, A Z j~f:ft.ic4 ,,:': 
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"':">" ,;, 'if 0 tke(J.~~ginal; b!,t if, he may 
, ~ed tbcf,'em, he craves jOme In­
from the intelligent, and cmidid 

, 

, ,> who, knows, how dijjicult it is, 
, not' to iranjlate, but to tral'fJlate w;lI. 

'I:le hopes it will not be thought impro- . 
ptr. bJ thaft who may be t'nclined to 

, f'ertife this valuable 'I'reatife, if he ex-
~raC1 .fome PqJfages from Montagne's 
Works, which give an Account both of 

, it and the Author. In his Ej/ay if 
Frz'endjhtp, he begins thw,~ 

, 

If RejleBing on the ConduCl of a Pain­
, fer which I ha'Vc in my Hot/je, I have 
c ~ re olved tofollo7.o his Method. He chlffes 

" t e fine}i Situation, and the Middle q/ 
, each 'Irall, wherein to place the mqji 
~ laboured, and principal ft'eees, /.l?zd 
'fills the vacant Space about, wf.th 
, Grotfjque Figures) 'which are fan­
, taftical Pieces Cl/Painting, that ho'Ve 
, nQ Grace but in their P ariety and 
c Oddn~p. What are th~/e E;I/bys qf 
,~ mz'ne, in 'l'ruth, but grotejque and 
c, nto1'!/irom Figures, made up if. 'di­
e 'Vers Members, rz.t,·ithout any "''gulm' 
~ Form l ht,lviug' neither 'End~ Connexion, 

nor 
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t nor Proportion; but flch· as Cho,!ct!.· ':':',' 
«givl's thepz?' Definit: 'in ·.Pifce.n)! . . 
~ mulier formofa fuperne.·, I'. can: 
C keep Pace withm..Y Painter in hisje-
e condary Drjign, but am quite at a.: 
, Lqft in bis jitft and be.ft Part; flr~ 
C as my Abilities are not /0 great, as tq, 
C dare undertake a capital SubjeCl, com-
e pqfed a1!d Ji,!ijhed according to the Rules, 
C of Art, I have bethought myje!f if bor-
e rowing one from Stephen de la Boetie,:' 
C who will do honour to all the rejl of this .. 
C Chapter. It is a Difcouife qf his, which-
e he calls VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE,. 
C but thqje <who were ignr;rant of the ~itle, 
C have very properlyjincecalled it,againJI 
, a Jt'ngle P erjim. He wrote. it by <way', 
« qf FJTa £n ht's routh, for the Honour 
c q/ Li erty againfl 'l'yrants. It has 
, pajjed formerly through the Hands if 
« Per./ons qf Judgment with great E­
«jleem, it being elegant and jinijbed to· 
, the hightjt 1)egrce ql Per:[efiioll. And 
« yet, I mtzy 'If)ell )4)', that it is not the 
, btjl be was able to hO'l.1e p(;'rjOrmed; 
'and if il1 his riper nars, when' 
« I k1Je'7.v bim, he had undr:rtaken.·' 
, ji/{;h a JJtjigll as mi11l!, to commit his' 

. A 3 Thoughts 
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"'1"houghts to Paper, 'we Jhottld h.av~ 
~ jien many excelleJtt tfhings, and which 

., would, very near have equalled anv 
c thing of Antiquity; for) as to the 
" Gijtsql Nature etpecia/ly, I know ?ZOne 
(, 'may be compare to him. Bltt there re- . 
(, mains only tbis D(/co1tJje of his (and 
, that by Cha71ce, jor' I ,do not believe 

", , he fverfa'lCl it p'flee it jiJjl Jlipt jj'om 
, bim) alld jome J.klel;~oirs, upon the E­
c diB if January, jaJJJous by our Civil 

'~',,'Wa'f'f, which at jome other 'fime may 
("'perhdf.,s appear. 7'htj;; are a/I I could 
c, reco"{)'er if his Remains, exce}t tb(! 
c Httle Book of his Works, 'which I ha've 
, already pltblijl'ed,~ althougb he gave me 
C (by his IFill) rwith ji71gu!ar 4f/ec/iot/. 
c and FjJeem, all his Books and Pa­
e perJ': And I m'Jl jJarticular/y obli.ged 
c t() this Piece, a.r it was the Occqfi01l 
c ?f our ji;ft Acquaintance, for it 'was 

jh{.'Wll me, long bifort' I badji/'!7l Nm, 
C and gave me tbe lirfJ. 1{ 110'lvkdvc' or ~c J~ JI- l..) • ..1 

hi.r Name, and qjieru'ards drc·w OIl 

f 'that Frim4foip, u'bicb u'e Imtlu(l/~y 
C cultivated (as long (IS God permitted) 
'.fo el1tire and pcrji.·l7, t/.JIlt ('('dain!)' 
, flxre (we but j;"UJ jilcb to be n:'tld q/; 

, IJNtI 
. , 

, 
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I and in our prejent Days, there is no~ 
c. to be flen the ,leafl 'Fracl! of foch a one 
,. in 'Pratlice. Such a Concurrence if . 
,. Incidmts z's 1zea1!ary to form it, that 
C it is mud? if Fortune build up jilch a 
'one in three Ages." He concludes: 
that . Chapter thus. 'Since I have 
c' found that this lrork has benz' alrea-
c. dy made pub/ick, and with a bad . 
'. Intent, by th?/e t'who flek to dijlurb 
'. and chmzgr the State of our Govern-
,. men!, 'u.'itholtt troubling thel71ji:l'Dcs; 
~'''whether it would be for the' bet.ter 
(; and that they har'ue joined it to 
( other Writings qf tbat C,Vt, I bave 
( a/tf?'cd my Intentions if i'!fi~rting it 
, be?"t'; a/ld to tbe End, that the ,,/lzt-
( tbar's J..!ft!!lIOl), HUl} not Jiffli:r '7.PJitb 
( thqfo '7.e lz,o could not./o intimately kmw' 
( liis OjJiJlio7!S aJld AlJioJlJ, ,[ lIlufl nc-
e (Jl{ai1~t tbl'1lJ~ tht1~ t()!'s :(n.'tltije was 
C tbe Produ/;lioJl of hts )'olmger Years). 
, by 'lM)' r:f Excl'ciji! OJ7~,,) as a com-
e mOl!. 5'tt~jl'[J, 'le'bieb bad been Ctl?1V{l/-

( Jilt! by llJf.l1l,Y If/riten. I maXe ''}IO, 

, douht, but lie bdic(1){,d 'lobot hI! wrote) 
, Jhr /It! 'IMS .10 cOJ?/i-ialliOlIS, tDttt be 
, ·would 1JfJ/ lie (~VC,t ill J~/;,; and I 

A 4 ktww' 
~ - .. 
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~,}inow!Je ,es, that if he had been tf) 
, ,chzye> he would rather have been born 
C at Venice than at Sarlac, and 'with 
C Reafon. But he had another Maxim 
C .deeply imprinted in his Soul, to obey 
c ana religiouJly /ztbmit himfelf to the 
( Laws under 'lvhich he was born. There 
c neVer was a better Citizen, more af­
~ ficlionate to the ff<!:fiet of his Country, 
C nor more an Enemy to the Troubles 
c. and Seditions of his Time; he would 
c mucb~rather have employed his 'ralents . 
~ to extiizguijh them, than have fur­
~ nijhed Matter fir inflaming them more;­
C his Genius was rather formed in tht 
~ Mould of antient 'Times, than if th'!Je 
, in which we live. -

ne fome Montagne, in a Letter 
to a Friend) writes thus: ' 1 ;end you 
c herewitb Xenophon's Oeconomics, that 
, is to jay, the mantzer if governing 
ot we!! a Famr.'ly, tranj!ated into French 
C by the late MO,,!/ieur de la Boetie, a 
c Pr~ji?nt which 1 judged proper Jor 
« YOll, as well be{;az~ji:, it came firjl as 
i: you kno'w, j;'ol'l't tbe [land 0/ a Per­
.~, lim of great Reputat:i()11, a Man big/;4 
,.J~ '" , ' Iy 
, I ' • 

", 
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C Iy eminent both in, Wtlr and in Peace>, 
, os ,that it' has recet'ved it's flcond 
( Form from one, who, 'I ~lm jitre" ,was; 
~ lfDth beloved and tjfeemed by YOlt dur-­
C ing Ns Lift. '['hiy will fervt! always 
C as a Remembrancer, tocOlltinue )'oltr 
C good IVil! and EJleem for his Name 
C and Alem07:v. Be not tifrtlid, Sir, 
C to cllcrt'oj/! eithel' of them; for, as you 
( only kllCW him ~y the publick Pl'cq/s 
( he had given ql bi,;!;e!f~ I can al!ure 

, c' ),Olt, bis Abilities were.fO much beyond' 
c 'tb~/'e, tbat )'OU 'i.i!.:as far/r'om having 
C a tborough ]{no'101edge qf him. Ile 
c did 'tile the I-Ionottr, wh£!ft be (was a-
e live, '7.c!hicb I tflCt!17Z as my' greatfjl 
C good Fortum, to entertain)o jlriB and 
, firm a F'ricndJhip 'loitb tnf!, tbllt there 
( 'UJ{lS not. any B)'o[s, Movement or 
( Spriflg ill his Soul, 'which I might 
( not have dijcO'lH'rcd Clluiju{(sed 0/; at 
,. It' {ifl, . ~l tI7 y S ig b t 'locrc mt' too j/.l01't., 
(. Blit 'without imj'f!jing upon )'O'll) he' 
< 'lOtIS altogdbcr /0' fletlr a Mirflc!e, thiIt 
C in 'writing Of' him, let!Ji I jbould be' 
( tbought to c."(cced the Bott1u/s ~l Proba- . 
( bilt'ty, (lnd" nm the lIfl.zard if being 
" wbol~}t dijbdic'vt.'d, tbere is a Ncc~F" 

AS: ' jlty 

, 

• 

, 
, . 

, 
• 
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'~ JifJ tQ· c.hec'k mJfe!f, .p,n;dretrench fro,,! 
.' what I know to be true. For thzs; 
c·. 'filnt, Sir,. I wNl COlztfmt myP!l with' 
.' z'Jttreati'ng you" for the, Honour and' 

.. ' Reverence you ou;e. to '['ruth, .to believe' 
c a:1id bear witnefs?~~hat our quien~le' 
" never expeC1edtojee any thzng hke 
C him among(i thf!fo of bisRobe.;' In . 
onother Letter he 'l£)'rites. 'So that 

• • 

, 'having. lo'Ved Mo'!/ieur de la Boetie 

" 

, more than '. any thing il1 this. '/Torld,. 
c thegreatefl, Mail ill my Opz"nian qf 

,c tbis Age, I thougbt I fool/Id grqJily 
. ' filii in my Duty~ ~ knowing!;', I 
, Jhould fuiler /0 great It Name, and a 
, .Memory./o worthy of E:,lleem" to va-

o to 'J'djlJ and be loft, if I d£d ?lOt end ea­
, ~ 'l)9lir, ,by there P£eces q/ bis,. to l'afp 

, him ZIP andbring. him to Life. 1 be­
e {ie'1.Hl hI! is £n flm~ Manmr ./e,?Jibl~ if 

. ',t4I's, and' that tbeji! my good q "as 

.' , tpt/ch a,nd, rfjoice him. In trllt 'J, be 
, « be is~yet' witb 1ne./O.. entire and fit/' q[ 
',( f!( L!/l', thtn,' I camtof poflibly th-iJ,k 

.. ' . himjo rudel,bl(1':ied lmdc?7" Ground, 12()r 
, ~ 4 Illloge! bct' (qlij/Jed from my CoI1'1.1Cf"-
. ,atlO,· ')" , 
• •• , , , 

In 
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bl another to the Chmlcellor if France,: 
Mo'!:/i'eitr, L'Hopital, he writes thus. 

, 'I'his Cor!fideratt'on, Sir; that For-· 
c. tune has a greater Shtlre than Rea-­
, Jon in, the' Pro1n(Jtion if Men if Me­
~ rit, hath qften comforted me, ',ohen T 
( rdlea" that Mo1!/t'eur de la Boetie;, 
c Olle of the fittefl and mqfl able Mm for 
, the jitjl Etllplo)'11Jents in France, all 
, ht"s Life la12guijbed in Oblivion," and' 
, was buried at home,. but much to our 
, mutual ~1dvantage.. As to him, in 
, particular,. I can aJlitre you, Sz'r, he' 
e was /0 ("~Zindantly jitl'JlijIJed "with t.be 
c' Ri(:hes and'lreaJi1.res .. whz'ch defY. FortZt11f,. 
, tbat mver any Man·lived m01'e fttis-
C jied and contented than he did. I know 
, he "was raijed to the Dz'gnities qf his 
, Province, 'u)hich m'e looked upon as 
, great, and know b~/ides) that no Mml 
, had more Caj)adty for them, and, ' 
c Ibat at the .Age of '1~C)O and tbirty 
'c, 'when he died, he held acquired more' 
, true Reputatioll in hh Chp:rge them 
, any other PCljim btjore him. But it. 
, is not jltjlto . leave itl tbe ",''Vlr/iti011' . 
, of a pri'7.Ulte So!dti!,., a Man that .. 

. A 6 ' dt!lervc '" , , 
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. ,f: defer,ves tbe Rank of a Captain, nor 

r to e'!lploy t'n middling Statjom, 'thqje 
"who would acquit them/elves to .da­
_(, vantage in the, greatejl. In '1'rutb, 
, his AbiNties were' ill employed, and 
'too much ,/pared. For,. bdides the 
, 'l1me the Duties if his OjJice reqtt-ired, 
f: he bad many leifure Hours, from 
" whicb the Publick111ight ha'7.te reaped 
f: Service, 'and hi1J!Ji!ff Glory. Sinc~ 
" then; Sr.'r, he has. been JO backward in 
". Jl1tlk£flg h-imjetf kn&'l1.J1Z, for tttzluckily 
, Virtue and Ambt'tion are not jo-ined 
'(, together,. anq that .he has It'ved."iJZ all 

, Age Jo barbarous or )0 cn'vioZls, tlwt 
~. he has been 110 'If.'tl)'S nJliJled by tht! 
, 'Jf:jfitlJOny ~f others, I mu vqflly de­
~ jirous" that at leafl his Memory, to 
, 'wbi(;h alone bem:efor'ward I o'we tbe 
( Duties 'tf our FriemljhijJ, may reaive 
, the Recompetlcc a/his Merit, ami may 
C dwdl -ill the EjJeem qj" Pet/ons of Flo-
c nour and Fi'rtue. For this Req/on, I was 
c 'u)illiJlg to brillg him to ligbt, and prejent 
« him to Y0lt, in th~fo ji:rzv Latin J7(!1jt~S 
C 'lvhich remaifl fj/"ht's" At-ling herein Ztll-

e 'like lathe Jl,ff!/OJl, 'who plac"s dIe 6rj1 part 
« flf I.Jis Building to'u}ards the Street, 

. c IIlId 
, 
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'and to the JI/Jercbant, .who jhews the 
, richefl· and jinifl,P atterns of his Goods. 
, For what 'lvas mqft. commendable, in 
, him" the true Sap and Pith of his 
, Worth" is gO?Zewt'th him,and we 
, have only the Bilrk and Leaves. If 
, one could {et- forth the well regulated 

, ~. Sallies of bis Soul, bis Piety, his 
, V£rtue, his Juflice,. the Viv.acity if 
, his IVit, the IFdght and Soundncfl qf 
, his Judgmetzt" tbe Grandeur of hil' 
e Conceptions,jo far elevated; above the 
, 'Vu~ar, . his Knf!wledge, ,the. G,:ace 
, whtch dccampamed all hIS, Aa/om, 
, the 'tenderLav~,he bore to. his mi:ftra­
, ble Count"y, and his fworn and mor­
e tal I-latred qf all. l/.ice, ,btttprinci­
, pal~v' agai1!Jl that ~ile 'Trajlick, which 
'jbclt.ers itfi4l, undt,!, the honourable 
, Name 0/" Ju ice, it would urtainly 
, create in al good PeojJle ,a jingult.:r 
, 4t1i:Clion towards him, mixed with a 
, marvellous Regret jot' his Lop. But, 
« Sir, I am far from being able'to do 
, this., .for he had 1leVt'r om:e thought qf 
, lea rvil1g (my 'I'f!flimonJ to Pq/It.'rity if the 
« Fruit if his Studi~s, tmd we have OJ1~'" 
, remaining what he wroh' j01n(!times by 
= way q/ A,11t!/cmml. Mr 



, . 

" •• 
::'i 1 V 

I 

, 

. .' - . 

The P-R E F A C£.~ 
• 

, 
, 

. 

. Mr Cofte, to WhOIJi 'we are' -indebted' 
for the new EditiojJ qithis7'reatije,·iiz 
his Preface to Montagne's Fdfays, pub­
lijhed at the I-Iague in I 727, 1t'rites 
thus. 

, nu 'loil! find, btjidcs, i11 this Edi-: 
< tion, the famous JVork if ll,/[or!lieur de 
{ la Boetie, hltituled V olul1tary Servi':' 
, wde, or againjl a jil1gle Peifon. Al­
, though it hath 7lfver been added to 
, Montagne's E;/lays, one may fit)'" that 
" -it t's all Ornament t'n JOnle Sort ~/len­
.( tiat td them. Montagp.e, as app'ears 
., bifOre, had dqlt'11ed it a J? la'ct: t'n that 
c excellent Cltaptet of F,~imdJhip" wbere 
, he makes, the Pmlt!g)'rz'c qf Mr de la 
, Boetie" and of this little D!/courp" 
'~ which gave OCCqjiO'll to tbcir ji'1:/f In­
c terview; ami by that to tbe tender 

. c al1d faith u! Friendjbi 'l(!)hich grew 
( between t .Ieln, alld of w ich MOIltagne 
( retained as livc[v Sl'tl/t\ after the 
, Death qf his i Iltv/riotls F,:iCl1d, (TS 

, dm'illg his Life. It ,/J' trllc) injinijh­
, illg tbe Chapter, he ex(.'uj/!s bim/t'!/ r:/ 
, a .Ji,ddt'll, from tlc/clillg this !Pork as 

, l1L~ 
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~ be, bad dejigned; but it 'was only ttpon 
c political. CoriftderatiollS, leafl during. 
, the 'T'roztbles with which France was 

I • . • 

(thm agitated, the Principles upon 
( 'lvbich this IVork is raiJed, might be 
, employed to ill Purpqjes agaiJ'!/l the 
( Author's Intentions. Many Years be­
(fore" Montagne, i11 publijbi12g .l0me 
( pojlhumolts Pieces if. .LVIr de la Boe­
, tie> rfjifled the 'l'emptation of z·tf.lerting 
c. in' his ColleCliolZ the Voluntary Ser­
, vitude, by Reqfm, as be . /('ys himje!J; 
,. that he.Jottlzd the Compqjitio72 if it tOI) 

( delicate ana' nice to be abandoned to 
, the grrfs and hea't~v Air of' fo zmplea­
(jel.1lt a SeaJlm1 'lobich is -ill plain 
( IVor"s, tbat he 'leJ(ts afrtl-idlhe Court 
, if'France 'wolHd not look fo'voltrtlb,~y 
, upon a 'Fork wbd-eil/. the emzt/utt q/ 
, '!i.Jic·ked Princes, the Cruelty and E.~-. 
, tortt'on. of their Mitt/jlcrs, &C. "lc-ere./;; 
, liveNly ceJ?/i.lrt!d. Montagne kll.C10 ./0 
( 'locll the D~/Pqfi'ti()JlS qfthe Coltrt ami 
( Pc.'ople if France at thd! 'fime, tbilt . 
c ',O!! may in this 111ilfur 'witb C(!,.tai!l~v 
, rely ujJon him, 'lvt'thout baving recou7:f? 
, to IIijlory; but it is ('(?b to jt;(!, by all 
, tbat he tells us rftbis /.It's Friemt's 1)~'/ .. 

. ~ CO/O)I', 
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c cOllife~and by tbe ReaJo1l.S wht"cb kept kim 
C twt'ce frDm /Jubliflin[f it, that at pr~-

'c fint, it is in ftme Sort fit!filling his 
C Will to add it to hh EJ}il),S. At fre­
e fi"t , 1/:1.V, wben France cJ'!/oys a pro­
( found Peace under a young Monarch, 
C * 'tol,o ha'villg tal.:m ltiGJl ht"?l!P!l the 
, the Direction qf his ](z'Jlg{iolJl,is re­
, jch..'ed to give him/ell whol~y up to the 
, Love "dieh he ou'cs his People, in tbe 
( D~/lgll qf making his Go'Ucrmnent glo­
C rious, by nfu/ring it lififttl to the State 
( and to the Peoplc, 'If.;hoJi1 1lopj'il1di 
( }hall a/wa'ys be the jitjl Oijdl if his 
C Care. Princes if this Chtlrafler C011,-

c 710t be (77~y more jhcckcd 'l1)ith tbe 
C Liberty which Afr de la Boetic 
, bas taken in dea:ying" the Ej/emiJltlC)', 
, the IlIjl(/lice and Cruelty if wicl,:cd 
'KiJlgs, tban Alexander the Great 
c 'i.~)oldrll'ave bem to ba.ve heard a Bully 
, turned into Ridiatlc. 'The Copy jj'olll 
, rwhich I have printed this DiJcolltje of 

, , . , , , . 
• 

, , ' • " • 

.* This is taken '-Von[ ti'l" Word from a Wri· 
till g., illtilukd, a .Narrati,,:- of.I'IIh:lt t!:c I~jllg. 
hath declared of IllS .IntentIOns III hIS ('olln('11 of" 
Sute, h<:l:l the 16th of .'lUIIG, 17 Z 6. Fid. pon·· 
{crip! of tile At'!lIt'rda!Jl C,,;utte. 

Mr 
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• t Mr de la Boetie, is not very correa. 
l It was taken Ollt if the State if France 
C under Charles IX, and I do not know 
.( if any other Copies of it remaining 
'e!ftwhere. I fay 110thing in particu­
I. lar concerning the Notes I ha'Ue made 
, on fome Places which feemed to want 
, them. 'I'hey are of the fome ](ind with 
, thofo difperyed through the E ays.' 

'I'here are je'Veral other Pa ages, par­
ticularly one entire Letter from Mon­
tagne to his Father, containing the 
Circumflal1Ct!s qf Mr de la Boetie's 
Death,which declare him to bave been one 
if tbe moft extraordinary Men that ever 
lived) but the rranjlat()r was oJraid, that 
if the 'whole had been i1iferted, !ome Par­
ticulars would not ha·vc been thought if 
Moment at prtjrJJt b.y the Generality qf 
Readers, and tboje that might ha've been 
thought jO, 'lR)OU/d not ha'U( been clear, 
'without ct 'FraJ?/l(ltiOlt qf the whole, for 
'lfJhich ReaJon bt! nfers thq(e'lvho a're de-

jiroztS to know more if tbis great Gc­
"izu, ''U.Jhich Jbone lile a Star of the 
jir ~ Magl1itltdt', find quickly difappear­
t' , to tbe, lilth Volume 'If tbt' fl remt'1Z-. 

lio"t'd r~5Jition of MOIltagnc's Works, 
and 

• 
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O1zd to the 19th Chapter if the filjl Book. 
if his EjJa,.ys. . . . 
. This Diji:ouife was pztblijbed flon af­

.fer the Mtijfczcre if Paris, and the Slaugh­
ter 0/ the Prottjlants throughout mq;l 
qfthe Provinces in France, altho' 'lorote 
jc'ueral Years b~fore. lJ any tbing could 
ba-ve 'whetted the Author's Stile 'loith 
keener Dllrts agait!fl cr:,"Vram~}', to'l.cbat 
il Iieightb qf IlldzipJatioll '",,::ould that de­
fe/fable and execrable Scene ha'l.;e raiJed 

·the virtuous Sj'Jirit qf this .rOlozg ]v:taJ!. 
But as the fillllC Calves mlij/: ever pro­
-duce the jame Ej!2',,9s, he k12(!'i.R) tbe l'la­
tUi"e if 'J)rtumy to bejitcb, tlJ{lt there 
is nothing /0 mariflrous {md 'wicked, but 
'what it is capable qf perpt'fratillg, and 
pcrbaps might not /Jc7,'",)e bcen .{ttrpri,';::,t!,! 
at )0 jJ1'otligi?UJ cm E'vt!1lt, but migbt 
htlVe looked UPOll it tU a 'vcry natural 
C071l~qZtCJJt-'e ji'om tbO/i~ PrincijJles ztjJOJ'l 
1o/Jich 'lY7'a/my is jiJUJUkd. As it ap­
jl'llrs, tile .Lilttbor d/d not ''[or;te tbis 
'Trael tU (In J1tt(lCk lwaill/l /C({al Co-o , ~ 

'veJ'll/lJL'JJt,lmt tlgaiJ?jll/.)f Ablfj('s q/ it ;./0, 
to ('V('I)' ('{wdU RCttda, tbe rrll7ljltltor 
lone,l bis I)i!('!I'1l 'will ('vir/mt/! ''',M/'{lr to ,. IJ'I..) . l' . 
/x /lIt} j;!lJ/t!, tllzd tbal llis 'Wt_ ~f(l!ltng 

lntm-
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Intentions, u,t'llnot be n1~/h'prifcnted) or 
maliciou./ly wnfted to allY ApplicatioJi. to 
the pr~jimt 7'i7J7cs, or the mild GO<"Jern­
ment off;; gracz"oZtS a Prince as now fills 
the 'I'hrone. 

Happy are '7.R.-'e ",,·ho fir!..'e 3tJlder jilcb 
a Prince and filch a Co Jlflitutt'011, tbat 
the Suijefls arc not ex/'qf.'d to all} Da,i.t­
gt!t'S q/ this Sort, Libert), and Pro/Jerty 
bcitJ.gjetured by ji/ch illl equol Ba/lance 
q/ Power, and jilCh a I-itzr11l(JrtY in tbe 
C01?flitution, that 120 fitch EXCfj[eS can 
be (lj'jJrebended here. 

But tbe 'I'rm!.flator being warmf'd by 
tbe pious l-Vijh q/ a celebrated Autbor" 
1.choje lVritings, ({S lhL)' arc the GI07:Y ?t 
tbe prejefl.t,-jo tb(:y '7.uill be tbe Admira­
tioll q/jitturc Ages, That the Liberti:~s 
of Grr'nt Britain may be il1l11lOrtal, 
t77ul/limlllLll'I,d by his J(~(!loJlablt' Advice. 
, 'TIlt)' 'lci/l be .10, Jr,),s bl', if' that COJZ­

, .flitt/lion, '1ohq/(' gl'lmilh' .IYfdls tbey an', 
, Vt' maiJJt(liilt.'d ill Purit), and Vigour. 
( . .,1 ll'/iN'llIa! AI/,'Ilt i01l to t hi.\' grcat 
, Poillt is tbr.r~'fon' th(' IIl/cl'ljl and Duty 
, q/ (''110)' ]\11,7/1 ill Britain; "md tbert.' is 
, .F(/."~'t.' all)' 1..1,'(", 'ldlG JIItl)' not ('olltri­
, IlUte to !be ./Jd'''"lh'WIO/t (Il it iit feme - , , 

( .DI.'gn'L'. 
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~ Degree. 7'he old may inform the young, 
~ and the )'ozmg may animat.e the old~ 
C Even they, <"who ar~ mo/l retired from 
, the Scene if B1ffin~fs may be uJefu 1 in 
, this Cazqe, to thofe who a:re in it; to 
c. thqft who are heai·ed by' the Aa· ion, di­
, jlraCled by the Cares, or dlflipated by 
, the Plea)ures of the World. I fty they 
, may be ziffful; and, I add, that tbey 
, ought to be)o to the utmoJf., tbat their 
, Situation allows.' The'I'ralljlator,I jay, 
being animated by, and approving q/ this 
wholtjome Cowyel, judged it his Duty to 
kee up in the Minds of his Countrymen, 
ju Notions if Libertv,. and a Detdia-
tlon if Slavery, and'that no ']'·ime can 
De u'!JCafon'lble for this good End. 'I'hat 
whi!ft the Nations round about us groan 
under the .Fette~·j' qf TyralJJl)" and are 
made I-:lewcn qf l1/ood and Drawers if 
'Yater; we, '7..vho fliff enjoy tbis htifti­
mable Yi'u'd, may guard it, tmd pre-

flrve it as the Apple of our Eye, pnd re­
verence it tlS our true Palladium jent 
down to us from Flea'ven by the divil1e 
Mert:y alld Goodm)s. ero deter any d~/:' 
jJt'rate I-Ial1dJ"rom daring to ,;.ttack or imfl 
down tbis boly Ark, tbis}u:rcd Remnant 

of 
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of Liher~", committed arid mtrzijled to 
the Care qf the peculiar and chojen Peo­
ple of this 1Jland. IfU zzah was jlnote 
<with fudden Death;, for his Error in 
putting forth his Hand to JiVtain the Ark 
q/ the Lord, when it was Jl.1aken 'and 
likely to fall, what judden Vengeance 
nuifl that Man expeCf wbo wil! dare to 

firetch out his lland agah'!/l this ftcG71d 
Ark of Libert),. 

Is there not (om~ chofen Curfe, 
Sume hidden Thunder in the Stores of Heaven, 
Hed with uncommon ",Vrath, to blafl: the 1\fall, 
Who owes his Grcatneis to his Country't; Ruin. 

But, if flme bave di'ferted the jacl'eJ 
Banner of the Goddejs, 

If (ome be fallen, to Di f<)bedience (;dlen, 
From what high State of Glory, into what Shame. 

Let them hajle to appeafe betimes the in­
cC/yeti Deity, and quickly deprecate ber 
impmding IVrath, Id them pray, re­
pmt, and bring Obt,dienCf? due, 

To Prayer, RCJ1cntancc:~ and ObcJicncc due, 
Tho'but cnJcavollr'l! with IIncerc Intent, 
Ikr Ear !hall not be flow, her Eye.: not fhut. 

Let them !lot tbro' prs'vale Feuds and 
..tini ... 
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Animq/ides, and out ifolflinacyandoppo­
jition to thr!Je,who perhaps they do not love, 
af/ contrary to common SeJ1e,a11d agai,!/f 
'leJhat they once made their 10udcflBoqfls of, 
and thought z't their greatrft 110nour pub­
lickly to prqfijS and avow. Let thenz not 
to be revmged if their Enemies, dtjh"oy 
themjelves with them. Let tbem not be 
more implacable than the Jews were, tbat 

jlijJ:necked and per"1.!crp People, who 'Zohm 
Danger was at their Gates, .focrijicca' 
their pri'Uate R~;;?1ltments to unite agaiJyf 
the common E1le11l~Y. I am pe~li,aded, 
tbat i)'in anyftt!ure 'Time, the FOlmda­
t/om if our Liberties Jboltld be attelJljJted 
to be undermiJ1ed tmd./bppt:d l:J )low,. al­
tho' very perctptaMe Degrees, tbat there 
would JNI! be I('ft jame (:hoice ' Spirits, 
, 'lvbo 'u)ould never become tame z'JZ Ser­
"vitude, 710r -would re!iJl; it, how jlizcly 
( foever it migbt be dr~ffi:d lip: Who ba-v­
c iug clear Under/lam/iugs, and Jbarp­
, jighted fFits, improved by StlU('V and 
, J\.uow/edgc J 'were Lil/erty iJ1tire/y Iq/I 
C and out £If tbl.' JVorld, would cOJlcei'Ve 
, it, and bring it forth from tbeir O',t't/ 

le/cas, and f01"1n t't's fair Plan j;-om 
tbe jimiltlr Image q/ it ill their OW!1. 

I BY<l'jls. 
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Breajls. 'I'hey would think that they 
()wed more to thez'r Country, than from 
any Favours cotiferred, any Flatter£es or 
fa!!e Conjidmces t'mpq;ed upon the'm by an 
art/it! Deceiver, to be by them t'nduced 
to concur 1.R.Jt'th him £n MeaJi,res perm'­
cioltS to it, and tmding to ddtroy it. 
( But they 'would}?)' '{.;..'ith Brutus, what 
( was oltr End in getting rid if the 'I'y­
, rant but to be free from :rjrrawlY. A 
( ridiculous Mot£'ve and a '7Jain Exploit; 
, if our SIt7'Veryjitr"'Vive him! ' Oh, 'who 
C is it that makes Liberty llis CClre? Li­
e bt:!l"ty, which ought to be the Cart' qf 
, alllVlen, as it istbe Bmtjit £ttld BIIJ':. 
(jing qf .. rill! For myjt?!f, riIther than 
, g£'l..Je t"t liP, I wz"ll jlalld Jingle in it's 
( l)tjence. I cannot lqft, but 'witb m)' 
• Lij"e,my R~/o!ution to mailltainilZ Free-
• dom, my Country, whicb I have made 
( free: I have d~'/lro)'ed a Veteran '1')'­
, rant, and it,tlt I.hl/er £n a r(l'lCJ loutb, 
(, his ,Heir, a Pown' to contraltI the Se­
, nate, Jitpt'rjede the La1.€Js, alld put 
( Chaim all .R.omc? A Power, 'which 
( 110 pf1joJltll ,F(l'UOllrJ, 7lOr t"UeJ'J tbe :tics 
, 0/ Blood could ever jtWlli/Y to me; a 
, Po'wer~ 'lcJhi,'b 1 could '/Jot b~'ar in C,c-

, far) 
• 

• 
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jar,: nor 'if my . Father had 'ujurpeJ Oil;: 
tot/Id I have born him. ..' .:, 

" , 
• . .. , 

, . , 

Remember, 0 my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
The generous ,Plan of Power, delivered down , 

. From Age to Age, by your renown'd Forefathers, 
So dearly bought, the Price of fo mu~h Blood, 
o let it never perilh in your Hands, 
But pioufly tranfmit it to your Children. ' . 

• 

ne.fe Sentiments, which ·t.'1!/jJZ'red the He';' 
roes if old, and if later :rimes, a1ld wen 
produClive qlfoch Godlike AClions, that 
rime }hall ne.ver obliterate, having in:' 

}lamed the Breafl 0/ the 'I'ranjlaior with 
an Ardour for Liberty inftr'iqf. to no 
one's, and being conJcious to himje!! that 
he was not able from his own Stores to 
.produce any thing worth,.." the' Attention 
qf the Publick, he was ambitious of con­
tributing at leajl his Mite in thIS glo­
rious Ca1ffi, b publijhing the Labours 
f!f others, an in a Country of Liberty, 
where ft mal'lY admirable ~rt!atijes hav~ 
been formerly', and now lately 'wrote, Or' 

Support qf it, tha~·" this zealous A va­
cate might be brought to take his Part, 
and appear in our Lmzguagt' as one of 
it's illi:JIrious Defenders. 

, ' OF' 
• 
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,OLUNTARY SERVITUDE. 

E jilent J Wretch, mzd think 
not here allow'd, 

:that woll if :tyrants, all 
lflurping Crowd, 

'10 07.e .foIe Monarch J ove 
commits the Sway, 

His are the Laws, and bim let a/I obey.' 

UIJ.. es fays this in IIomer fpeak.ing in 
Pu lic. If he had only f.'lid 

Be }ilm!, ,rntcb, and think 710t here al-
, /ow'd, 

:that WOljl of~rant S a?lltfurpil1g Crowd. 

Nothing could have been better. But 
to have talked according to' Reafon,. 

B he 
, ' 

• 
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,be ought to have faid, rllat the Rule 
of ma,ny cannot be good, fince the 
Power of a fingle PerfQl1, from the 
Time that he afTumes the Title of 
Mafrer, is hard and unreafonable, yf:t 
he prepofteroufly adds, 

CJOonejole Monarch J ove commits theSt'way, 
His are the Laws, and him let all obe)' (a) . 

• 

But perhaps, UlJ!I1es ought to be excu­
fed, who poffibly was then under a 

Nece1lity 
'. 

F " 
-, " 

, - ' , 

(a) Tho[e Perfons arc under a Mirtakc "1'110 
would make this Sentence a Prai{c .of Ab{oIute 
Monarchy. Homer {peaks it only with regard to 
a Gcnerat of an Army during the time of l1is 
Commiflion. Nor is AgammmofJ fl:yl'd King q( 
Kings in any other Sen{e, than as the rdl: of the 
Princes IHld given 11im the Suprc:.tlll Authority o­
ver them in tIle Siege. AI"(!lot/,' defines a King, 
~Teg.'T.II')t~.~ 'rtf Wv J'" J'I x,r:t~'n ~ (; {3«'0'/J. ~ Vf. X!l-I 
7&:;" rl.lrp~~ eh~ KVe.I@~: Ltadn' rf tbe If/ar, Judge 
of C(mt1'oveljii?s, cmd P1'~jidm/ qf ,h" Cl'rCJ}101lics 

of fhe GodS'. 'I'hat be had tIll': princ ipal care at' 
Religiow; Rites, appears fi'om Ill<llly Places in 
ROIl1;!r; aLld that his Power was 110 where abfo~ 
llite but iJ~ W.lf; for wc find Ag'lllJlC1lJlJOIJ infu] t<:d. 

III 
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Necefii~y of ufing that Language, and 
to employ it as the Means to calm the 
Mutiny of the Army, conforming 
his Difcour[e, marc, I believe, to the 
Circurnfrance of Time than to Truth. 
But to ii?eak in good earnefr, it is a. 
great Misfortune to be fllbjeCt to a M a­
fter, of whom you can never be affu­
red that he will be good, fincc it is 
always in his Power to be bad when 
he pleafes. To have many Mafiers. 
that is tbe fame, as to be fo many 
Times extrcamly unfortunate. At pre­
rent 1 will not enter into the Debate 

0' ,." , ... _= ....... __ . __ .. __ . _,_, __ ,~"'4 __ ' ___ " _. ____ L' 

in the Council, but in the Army threatening 
Dc!erters with Death. Hc was under an Obli­
gation to prefcn'c thc Privileges of his Country. 
pur(lIant to which King'; arc called by our Au­
thor :)./)w.(j,ror..~" allt! (~hf-l.I>Oo;TbA"", the Difj)en­
krs or IVlanagers of J u{!:ie-c. Anrl Dio,,~' ius of 
I--Ja/icanzaJji,s <l(.'{jl4aints us, that thl.: old ;rccimr: 
Kings, wllcthcr hereditary ~)r c1cCJiyc, haJ a: 
Cvuucil of thl:ir chief IVI';I1, :1" llww' awl tht: 
.Ilwfl: anciellt P(lets t<.!Hify; 110l' \T.lS it (hI.: aJds) 
III thote times '1~; in ours, when Kinf.',s Jlavc a. 
hilI Lih<.:rty to do what<.:vl.!l' t11":y pkat~. Diol'l • 
.11,11. lib. ii. H!/I • .. 

B 2 of 
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of that ueftion fo much ca nva(fed , 
Whether the other Sorts of Republics 
are better than IV1onarchy; which, if 
I ihould confider, 1 would fir11: know, 
before I put it as a udlion, What 
Rank Monarchy ough t to have amongfl: 
Republics, if it ought to have any at 
all: £Ince it is very difficult to believe, 
that there is any Thing public in that 
Government where all depends upon a 
fingle Perfon. But this uefHon is re-· 
ferved for another Time, and may well 
deferve a Treatife apart, or rather may 
indeed include all political Difputes. 

FOR the prcfent I would only un­
derfiand, how it is paffible, and how 
it can be, that fo many Men, fa ma­
ny Cities, fa many N atians, tolerate 
fometimes a fingle Tyrant, who has no 
Power but what they give him; who 
has po Power to hurt thern, but only 
10 far as they have the Will to futter 
bim; who call do them no Harm, ex·~ 
cept wllcn they chufc rather to bear 
him than contradict him. A won­
derful Thing certainly, and ncverthc-

lcis 
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lefs fa common, that we ought to have 
more Grief and lefs AfionHhment, to 
fee a Million of Millions of Men ferve 
miferably, their Necks under the Yoke, 
!lot conftrained by a greater Force~ 
but as it were, enchanted and charmed 
by the fingle Name of one, whofe 
Power they ought not to be afraid Of2 

fince he is alone; nor love his ~ali­
ties, fince he is with regard to them 
inhuman and favage. Such is the Weak­
nefs of Mankind. It often happens 
that we are obliged to obey by Force, 
there is a NeceHity then of tempori­
zing, one cannot always be the tl:rong­
efl:. If then a Nation be conftraihed 
by the Fate of War to become the 
Slaves of one Perfon, as the City of 
Athens was to thirty Tyrants, wc ought 
not to be fm"prized at their Servitude, 
but to bewail the Accident; or rather, 
neither to be furprizcd nor bewail, but 
to bear the Evil patiently, and refcrvc 
ourfclves for a future ahd better For­
tune. Our Nature is fi.lch, that the 
common Duties of Friendlhip, engro[<; 
a great Part of the Cau-de of our Lives. 

B 3 It 
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~ of Voluntary Ser'Vitude. 
It is reafonable to love Virtue, to e­
fteem good Actions, to acknowledge 
the Good we receive, and often to di­
miniih our own Eaie, to a~gment the 
Honour and Advantage of thofe we 
love, when they deferve it. If there­
fore the Inhabitants of a Country have 
met with fome great Perfonage, who 
has fhewed by Proof, great Forefight 
in prc[erving, great Courage In de­
fending, and great Care in governing 
them: If fronl thenceforward they ac­
cuftonl themfelves to obey him, and 
to confide fo lnnch in him, as to give 
bim [ome Prerogatives, I do not know 
whether it ought to be caU'd an Act 
of Wifdom, in[omuch, that he is taken 
from that Station in which he d i.d good) 
to be advanced to a Dignity in which 
he may do harm j but certainly it may 
be called Hondty and Sincerity, in not 
being afraid of receiv ing ill fi'om him, 
ft'om whom they had received only 
good. 

BUT, good God! what can this he? 
flow ihall we G111 this i) What Mis­

fortune 
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fortune is this? What fort of unhappY' 
Vi<:e is it, to fee an infinite NumbeF, 
not only obey, but ferve, not governed, 
but tyrannized, having neither Goods, 
Parents, Children, nor L.ife itfclfwhich 
can be called theirs? To bear the Rob­
beries, the Debaucheries, the Cruelties, 
not of an Army, not of a barbarous 
Camp,againi1: which we ought to fpend 
our Blood, nay even our Lives, but of 
one Man: Not a Hercuks or Sum/fin; 
but a li.ttle Creature, and very often the 
moft cowardly and effeminate of the 
whole Nation: One, not accui1:omed 
to the Smoak of Battles, but icarccly to 
the Dua: of Tilts and Tournaments:' 
Not onc, who can by Force command 
Men, but wholly employed in poorly 
ji~rving the meaneft Woman. Shall we 
call this Cowardice? Shall we fly that 
they who fa abjectly ferve are Cowards 
and Fainthearted? If two, three, or 
f()ur, do not defend thcmfdves from 
one, it is firange, but neverthelefs pof­
fible: We may then fately i:ty) that it 
is want of Courage. But if a 1-Iun­
dred, a 'T'hollund, bear with onc, it 

13 4 cannot 
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cannot be faid, that they dare not 
attack him, for it is not' Cowardice, 
but rather Contempt and Difdain. If 
we fee not a hundred, not a thoufand 
Men, but a hundred Provinces, a thou­
fand Cities, a Million of Men, not at­
tack one Man, whofe greateft Favou­
rite ]1as yet the Misfortune to be made 
his Slave and Vaffal: "'hat can we 
call this? Can it be cowardice? But 
there is in all Vices, naturally fome 
Boundary and Degree, beyond which 
they cannot pars. Two, and perhaps 
Ten, may be afraid of one, but if a 
Thoufand, a Million of Men, if a 
Thoufand Cities do not defend them ... 
felvc" from one Man, that is not Cow­
ardice. Cowardice -can not extend fo 
far, no more than any Valour can be 
fa great, that one alone fhould {cale 
a Fortrcfs, attack an Army, or conquer 
~l Kingdom. Tl1en what 1\t1onfier of 
Vice is this, that does not deferve t.he 
Name of Cowardice? \Vhich cannot 
find a Name bad enough for it, which 
Nature difowns, and the Tongue rc­
fuf(;s to pronounce? Let fifty thoufhnd 
• .> Men .' 
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Men in Arms be placed on one Side, 
and as many on the other, let them 
be ranged in Order, let the Battle be­
gin, one Side fighting for their Liber­
ties, the other to take them away: To 
\vhich Side {hall ,ve by Conje8ure 
promife the Victory? Which can we 
think will go with 1110ft Courage to 
battle, whether they, who as a Re­
ward of their Danger, hope for the 
Prefervation of their Liberty, or thole 
who can expeCt no other Recolnpence 
for the Blows they give or receive, but 
the cnflaving of other~? One Side has 
always before their Eyes the Happinefs 
of their paft Life, and the ExpeCtation 
of like Ea[e for the Time to come. 
"'{'hey do not [0 n'luch confider what 
they endure, the {hol"t Time the Bat­
tle lafis, as that which mufi: for ever 
be borne by them, their Children and 
all their Pofierity. The others Imvc 
nothing which emboldens them but a 
Degree of Covetou filef5, which recoils 
when Dang(!r approaches, and cannot 
be io ardent, but that it ought and 
muft be (;xtinguiOJcd by the lc.:aft DrQJ? 

11 5 of 

, 



• 

Of rOluntary Ser'Vitude . 
• 

of Blood which ifliles from· their 
Wounds. In thofe [0 renowned Bat­
tles of Miltiades, Leonidas, and 'I'hemi-
jfodes, which were fought two thou­
fand Years ago, and live yet as fi-eih in 
the Memory of Books and Men, as if 
they had been but of yei1:erday, which 
were fought in Greect:', for the Good 
of Greece. and for the Example of all 
the World: What think we was it, 
which gave to fuch a handfiIl as the 
Greeks were, not the Power, but the 
Courage to fuftain the Sl)ock of [0 ma­
ny Ships, that the Sea itfelf [eemed to 
labour under them? To defeat la ma­
ny Nations and fo numerous, that the 
Squadron of the Greeks could not have 
furnifhed, if there had been OccafioIJ, 
Captains for their Fleet? 

But that in thore glor.iom, Days, it: 
was not [0 hutch a Battle of Greeks 
:tgainfi Pojia11S, ns the ViCtory of 
LInER TY over TYR.AN N Y, and IM­

MUNITY over AVARICE. The Valour 
I 

,vhich Liberty in1pires in the ~reails 
'd1 thoie who defend her, is worthY'of 
. , Admi-
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Admiration. But that which is ~one 
in an Countries, and every Day, that 
one Man alone 1hould Lord it over a 
hundred Cities, and deprive them of 
their Liberty; who would believe it) 
jf it 'vvere only hearfay, and that he 
did 110t fee it? And if it were only 
{een in foreign and diftant Countries 
and reported here, who would not 
think that it were rather a Fiction and 
imaginary, than real? But yet there 
.is no need of attacking this fingle Ty ... 
rant, there is no N eceffity of defend ... 
ing ones [elf againft him, he is defeat:-_ 
ed of himidf. provided only the Coun ... 
try does not fubmit tb Servitude: There 
is no need of taking any thing fi·om 
him, only-give him nothing. There is 
noOccafion that the Country lhould put 
itfe1f to the Trouble of doing allY thing 
for itfelf~ if it do nothing againft it.· 
felt: It js then the People them­
{elves who [uffer, or rather give thcm­
felves up to be devoured, iince in ceaf­
ing to obey him they would be free. 
It is the People ,,,,-ho cnflave themfclvcs. 
who Cllt their own Throats: Who 
.... B 6 havjllg 
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having the Choice of being Vaffals or 
·Freemen, reject their Liberty, and fub­
.mit to the Yoke, who confent to their 
own Evil, or rather procure it. If the 
;Recovery of their Liberty were to coit 
then"l any thing, I would not prefs it : 
Although the replacing himfelf in his 
,natural Right, and, as I may [ay~ of 
a Bedl to' become a Man, is what eve,.. 
ry one ought to' hold moll: dear: But 

, frill l do not require fa much Courage 
)n him. I do not allow, indeed, that 
he filould prefer an uncertain preca­
.rious Sec,urity of living at his Eafe . 
. What? 'if to obtain his Liberty, he 
.need 'only defire it: If there be only 
wanting a bare Volition, can there be 
found a Nation in the World, who 
.would think it too dear, being able to 
gain it by a fingle Wifh? Who would 
grudge the Will of recovering a Good, 
.which we ought tQ purchafe at the 
.price of our Blood? And which 10ft, 
every Man of Honour ought to look 
upon Life itfelf as a Burthcll, and Death 
a Deliverance. Certainly, juil: as die 
:J.<"ire ofa little Spark l1econics grcat, 

• • ~l1ld 
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and always ihcreafes, and the more 
Fuel it finds, the readier· it is to burn, 
but if no Fuel be added to it, it con­
fumes itfelf, and is extingu)ilied. Even 
fo Tyrants, the more they plunder, 
the more they require; the more they 
ruin and deftroy, the more is given 
them, the more th~yare obeyed, fa 
much ,the more do they fortify them-. 
felves, become ftronger and naore able 
to annihilate and deftroy all. If no­
thing be given them, if they be not 0-

beyec;i, withou t fighting, withou t:l1:riking 
a Blow, they remain naked, difarmed, 
and are nothing: Like as the Root of 
a Tree, receiving no Moifiure or N ou­

rialment, becomes dry and dead. 

THE Bold, to acquire the Good 
fought for, fear no Danger, the Pru­
den! no Labour. . The cowardly and 
flupid can neither fupport the Evil, 
nor recover the Good. They· content 
thcmfelvcs with the bare Defire· of it;,. 
nnd the Virtue of endeavouring to pro­
cure it,is loft by the.ir Cowardice, al­
thol1gh the Dciire of having it remains 

. with 
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i4 0f,Yoluntary Servitude~ . 
With" them 'by Nature. This Defh:e, 
this Win, to obtain all Things, 1;he Po(­
feffion of which 'would make them , 

. happy, is common to the Wife and 
to the Fooliih; to the Brave and to 
the Pufilhmimous. . I know not how 
it is, bu t Nature feems to have' been 
wanting in one thing alone to Man­
kind, in not giving them the Defire 
of Liberty; and yet Liberty is fo great 
a Good, and fa lovely, that where it 
is loft, all Evils follow one upon: ano­
ther; and even the Good which may 
:remain, entirely lafes it's Gufr and Fla­
vour, being fpoiled by Servitude. Li­
berty alone Men do not defire; for no 
other Reafon, it feems to me, than 
that if they fhould defire it, they might 
have it: as if they refufcd to make this 
great Acquifition only becaufe it is too 
eafy. 

, 

Po 0 Rand miierable Creatures, Peo­
ple infatuated, Nations obfrinate in 
your own Evil, and blind to your own 
Good, you permit the fineft and clear·· 
eft of' YOlll" Revenm:s to be carried olr 
. . befol"e 














































































































































