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PREFACQC E-:‘ |

S HE follwoing Diftourfe,

e

Panss 1ntituled, Voluntary Ser-

'-'L.r
Y

248 vitude, was wrote by Ste-
¥R'§l# phen de la Boetie, one
ABGIE of the King’s Counfellors

272 te Court of the Par-

ltament at Bourdeaux, 7z the Reign of
Charles IX, King of France. It con-
tains ficch noble Semtiments, awith Re-
Jpect to the Liberties of Mankind, and
15 wrofe in a Spirit, fo truly refembling
an old Greek or Roman, that the
Tranflator judged it well worthy, of be-
ing communicated fo the Publick in our
Lenguage. He bas endeavoured to Ja.

A 2 Fuflice h
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vogufisce to the Original ;. but if be may

L

have.failed therein, be craves fome In-

" dulgence from the intelligent and candid

wsleader,. who. knows, bow difficult it is,
not to tranflate, bur to tranflate well,
He bopes 1t will not be thought impro-
per, by thofe who may be inclined to
perufe this valuable Treatife, if be ex-
Zraét fome Paflages from Montagne’s
Works, which give an Account both of
3t and the Author. In phis Effay of

Friendfbip, be begins thus :

* Reflecting on the Condult of a Pain-
¢ fer which I have in my Houfe, I have
¢’ refolved tofollorw bhis Method. He chufes
¢ the fineft Situation, and the Middle of
“ each Wall, wherein to place the moft
* laboured .and principal Pieces, and
¢ fills the wacant Space abour, with
“ Grotefque Figures; which are fan-
 taflical Pieces of Painting, that bave
“ no Grace but n their Variety and
€ Oddnefs, What are thefe Lfjays of
¢ mine, in Truth, but grotefque and
“ monfirous Figures, made wup of. di-
© wers Members, without any regular

¥ Form, having neither Lnd, Connexion,
nor
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'F e Prapartzan but _ﬁzcb as C’bmzce‘ | ,'

¢ gives them? Definit in- Pifcem,,
 mulier formofa fuperne I can
“ keep Pace wirh my Painter in bis fe-
‘ condary Defign, but am quite at a
; Lofs in bis firft and beft Part; for,.
as my Abilities are not o greaf, as to
dare undertake a capital Subject, com-
pofed and finifhed according to the Rules

of Art, I bave betbought myfelf of bor=-

‘ rowing one from Stephen de la Boetie,.”
< awbo will do bonour to all the reft of this
© Chapter. It is a Difcourfe of bis, which
“ be calls VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE,.
‘ but thofe who were ignorant of the Title,
“ bave very properly fince called it agcmﬂ |
‘“ a fingle Perfon. He wrote it by way
‘ of Effa Jy in bzs Youth, for the Honour

“ of Liberty againfl Tmrm‘s It bas

¢ paffed jarmer/y tbraugb twe Hands of
“ Perfons of “fudgment awith great E-

ﬁ'ee’m, it being elegant and finifhed to
“ toe bigheft Degree of Perfeltion. And

© yet, I may ell fay, that it is not the
“ beft be was able to bave performed;
“and if in bis riper Years, when
‘I lnew bim, he bad undrtaken

¢ Juch a Defign as mine, to commit his
| A 3 Thoughts



I 1 The PREFACE. ,
“ Thoughts to Paper, e fhowld have
“ feen mamny excellent Things, and which
' would . very near have equalled any
© toing of Antiquity; for, as to the
© Gzfts of Natur ac;[;becid{y, I kerow none
“ may be compared to bim. But there re-
“ mains only this Difcourfe of bis (and
« that by Chance, for I do not believe
¢ be ever faw tf fince it firft flipt from
¢« bimn) and fome Menoirs, wupon the E-
¢« dif? of January, famous by our Civil
 Wars, which at fome other Time may
< perbaps appear. Thefe are all I could
- € yecovér gf bis Remains, except ithe
< little Book of bis Works, which I bhave
< glready publifbed ;. although be gave me
< (by bis Will) with fingular Affcélion
< gnd Efleem, all bis Books and Pa-
« pers: And I am particularly obliged
« 2o this Picce, as it was the Occafion
of our firft Aequaintance, for it avas
Shewn wme, long before I had feen bum,
and gave me the jirft Knowldge of
bis Name, and afterwards drew on
that Friendfbip, which we mutually
cultivated (as long as God permiticd)
o entire and perfecl, thor certainly

there are but few fich to be read of,
| “ and
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¢ and in our prefent Days, there is nor
to be [een the leaft Trace of fuch a one
tn' Praétice. Such a Concurrence of
Incidents is neceflary to form iz, that
1t 15 much 1f Forturne viild up fuch a
one in three Ages.” He concludes
that Chapter thus. ¢ Sizce I bave
“ found that this Work bas been alrea-
‘dy made publick, and with a bad
« Intent, by thefe awho feek to difturd
‘- and change the State of our Govern-
“ ment, awithout troubling themfilves,
“ awhether if would be for the better
“ and that they bave joined it fo
“ other Writings of that Caff, I have
“ altered my Intentions of injerting it
< bere y, and to the End, that the A~
“ thor's Memory may not fuffcr awith
“ thofe wkho could no: fo intimately know
“ lis Opznons and Aétions, I muft ac-
“ quaint them, that this T?'c’czt{/é WAS
“ the Produllion of bis younger Years,
by avay of Excrcife only, asa com-
“ mon Subject, acbich had been canva/-
“ Jed by many Writers, I make no
© doubt, but be belicved what be wrote,
Jor be avas fo confitentions, that be
“would not lie even in fefl s and I

A 4 - Rnowy
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 wviii The PREFACE.
. Rnow befides, that if he bad been to
« chufe, he would rather bave been born
¢ at Venice than at Sarlac, and wwith
“ Reafon. But he bad another Maxim
¢ deeply imprinted in bis Soul, to obey
« and religioufly fubmit bimfelf fo the
¢« Laws under which be was born. There
< never was a better Citizen, more af-
¢ fellionate to the Quiet of bis Country,
¢ nor more an Enemy to the Troubles
and Seditions of bis Time; be would
much_ratber bhave employed bis Talents
to extinguifh them, than bave fur-

nifbed Matter for inflaming them more;.
bis Genius was rather formed in the

Mould. of antient Times, than of thefé

in which we live.

«. A A fh A _A ﬂ'ﬂ

The Jame Montagne, in a Letter
to a Friend, writes thus: ¢ 1 fend you
¢ herewith Xenophon's Oeconomics, that
¢ is to [ay, the manner of governing
¢ aell a Family, tranflated into French
¢ by the late Monfiewr de la Boctie, a
¢ Prefent which I judged proper for
 you, as well becaufe, it came firft as
“ you know, from the Hand of a Per-
$ fon of great Reputation, ¢ Man l)zg;/.;

- )
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ly eminent both in War andin Peace,.
as that it bas received 1£'s [fecond
Form: from one, wbho, I am fure, was.
botty beloved and efteemed by you dur--
ing bis Life. This will ferve always
as ¢ Remembrancer, to continue your
geod JVill and Efteem for bis Name
and Memory. Be not afraid, Sir,
fo encreafe either of them s for, as you
only kuocw bim by rhe publick Preofs
be bad given of himfelf, I can affure

< you, bhis Abilities were fo wuch beyond
“thefe, that you swas far frow pHaving
a thorough Knowvledoe of bim.  He
did me the Honour, whitff be awas a-
live, avhich I e¢ffcem as my - greateff
good Fortune, to entertain fo [lriét and
Sirin a Friendfbip awith me, that there
was wnot. any DByafs, Movement or
Sprivg n bis Sowl, «wwhich I mght
not bave difcovered and judsed of, at
leaft, 1f my Sight were not too flort.
“But awithout impofing wbon you, be
was altogether fo near a Miracle, ihot
in writing of him, leaff I fhould be-
thought to cxceed the Bounds of IProba-.
bility, and run the Hazard of betng
wholly difbelicved, there is a Necef-
A s . ‘ ity

.

1I
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& fity ta eheck myfelf, and retrench from
¢ what I know to be true. For this
© Time, Siry I will content myfelf with
¢ gntreating you,. for the Honour and’
¢ Reverence you owe to Truth, .to belicve:
¢ and bear wifnefs, that our Guienne
¢ never expelled io fee any thing like
¢ bim amongft thofe of bis Robe.” In
another Letter he writes. ¢ So that
© baving loved Monficur de la Boetie
‘ more than any thing in this World,
% the greateft Man in my Opinion of
¢ this Age, I thought I fhould grofsly
K Jail in my Duty, if, knowingly, I
 fhould fuffer fo great a Name, and &
* Memory fo worthy of Effeem, to va-
¢ wifh and be Ileft, if I did not endea-
¢ awgur, by thefe Preces of bis, fo raife
“ bim up andbring vim o Life. I be-
“ liewe be s in fome Manncr fenfible of
¢ this, and that thefe my good Oﬁ‘c‘m
¢ touch and rejoice him.  In truth, be
¢ he 1s yor with e fo entire and full of
< of Lafe, thav: I cannot poffibly think
& bim fo rudely buried under Ground, nor
¢ aliggether bapifhed from -my Conyer-
¢ Jatie

)} o In
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I another o the Ghancellor of France,,
Monfreur. 1.’ Hopital, be writes thus.

« This Confideration, Sir, that For-

“ tune has a greater Share than Rea-
“ fonn 1 the Promotion of Men of Me-
“ rit, bath often comforted me, when I
“ reflec?, that Mbonfieur de la Boetie,
 one of the fitteft and moft able Men for
© the firft Ewmployments in France, all
¢ bis Life languifhed in Oblivion,” and
was buried ar bome, but much to our
mutual Advantage. As to bim, in
particular, I can affure you, Str, be
was fo abundantly furnifhed with the
RichesandTreafureswhichdefy Fortune,
that never any NMan lived more [atis-
Jied and contented than bhe did., I lnow
be was razfed to the Dignities of bis
Province, which are leoked upon as
great, and fnow befides, that no Man
bad more Capacity for them, and.
that at the Age of Two and thirty
when e died, he bad acquired more
true Reputation in bhis Gharge than
any other Perfon before him. But it
15 wot guft to leave in the “widition
of a private Soldier, a Man that
A 6 < deferves

A A ' A A A N
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€ deferves the Rank of a Captain, nor
€ to employ in middling Stations, thofé
awpo would acquit themfélves to Ad-
- wantage in the. greateft. In Truth,
bis Abilities were i/l employed, and
too much [pared. For, befides the
Time the Duties of bis Office required,
be bad many leifure Hours, from
which the Publick might bave reaped
Service, and bimfelf Glory.  Since
¢ then, Sir, be bas beent o backward in
‘ making bimfelf known, for wunluckzly
¢ Virtue and Ambition are not jozned
¢ together, and that be bas lived in an
¢ Age [o barbarous or [o cnvious, that
“ be has been no ways affiffed by the
¢ Teffimony of others, I am wvaflly de-
¢ firous, that at leaft bis Memory, to
“ qohich alone bhenceforward I owe the
“ Duties of our Friendfbip, niay receive
“ the Recompence of bis Merit, and may
 dwell in the Iifleem of Perfons of Ho-
< npour and Virtue. For this Reafon, Iwas
< awilling to bring him fo light,and prefént
« bim to you, in thefe few Latin Ferjes
< which remainof bis. Aéling herein un-
< like tothe Mafon, who places the beft part
“ of his Building towards the S z'rec’z;}
| o an
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The PREFACE. xii

and to the Merchant, who [bews the

richeft. and fineft Patterns of bis Goods.
For what awas moft .commendable in
bim, the true Sap and Pith of bis
Worth, is gone with bim, and we
bave only the Bark and Leaves. If
one could fet forth the well regulated

- Sallies of bis Souf, bis Piety, bis

Virtue, bis TFuflice,. the Vivacity of
bis Wit, the Weight and Soundnefs cf
bis fudgment, the Grandeur of bis
Conceptions, [o far elevated. above the
Vulgar, his Knowledge, the Grace
which dccampanied all his Ations,
the tender Love. be bore to his mifera-
ble Country, and bis fwarn and mnor-
tal Hatred of all Vice, but prisci-
pally againft that vile Traffick, which

Shelters atfelf undaer. the honourable

Name of yz;ﬂz'c'e, 12 awould certainly
create in all good People a fingulcr
Affeétion towards bim, mixed with a
marvellous Regret for bis Lofs. DBut,
Siry I am far from being ableto do
this, for he bad never once thought of
leaving any Teflimony to Poflerity of the
Fruit of bis Studies, and we have only
remasning what be wrote fometimes by
way of Amufement. Mr
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' /
- Mr Cofte, 7o whoni we are indebted
for the new Edition of this Treatife, in
bis Preface to Montagne's Effays, pub-
lifbed ar the Hlague in 1727, writes
thus. |

© You will find, befides, in this Fdi-
 tion, the famous Work of Monfieur de
‘ la Boetie, intituled Voluntary Servi-
° tude, or againfl a fingle Perfon. Al-
‘ though it bhath never been added to
¢ Montagne's Effays, one may fay,, that
“ it 15 an Ornament in fome Sort effer~
< tial to thermm. Montagne, as appears
< before, bad deflined if a Place in thar
 excellent Chapter of Fsiendfbip, where
 be makes. the Panegyric of Mr de la
“ Boctie, and of this hirtle Difcourye,
< awhich gave Occafron to their firfl 1n-
“ terview; and by that to the tender
< and fm'r/;ﬁ:d Eriendfhip awbich grew
“ between them, and of wpich Montagne.
© retained as lively Senfe, afier the
“ Death of bhis ilhffrious Friend, as
“ during bis Life. It is true, in finifh-
“ aug the Chaprer, be excufes bimfelf of
“ a fudden, from adding this Work as

¢ he
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¢ he bad defigned ; but it was only upon
< political Confiderations, leaft during.
¢« the Troubles with awhich France was
< then agitated, the Principles upon
 awhich this Work 15 raifed, might be
< employed to tll Purpofes againft the
< Author’s Intentions. Many Years be-
¢ fore, Montagne, zn publifbing fome
¢ pofthumous IPieces of Mr de la Boe-
“ tie, refifled the Temptation of inferting
i his Collettion the Voluntary Ser-
 vitude, by Reafon, as be [fays bimfelf,
“ that he found the Compofition of 1t too
“ delicate and nice 1o be abandoned ro
 the grofs and beavy Air of fo unplea-
 fant a Seafon, wwhich is 7 plain
“ Words, that be was afraid the Court
“ of 'France would notr look favourably
“upon a Work whciein the Condiuct of
‘ wicked Princes, the Gruelty and Ex-
 tortion of their Mintfters, 8c. avere fo
© lLvel:ly cenfured.  Montagne knewo fo
“ awcll the Difpofitions of the Court and
“ People of Yrance at that Time, that
“ e may in this Matter with Gertainty
“ rely uporz bem, quithont having recour /e
“ to Fiftory s our it is eafy to fee, by all
“that he tells us of this bis Friend's /-

©courfe,

e
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© courfe,and by the Reafons which kept him
© twice from publifling if, that at pre-

£

fent, it 1s in fome Sort fulfilling bis

© Wil to add it to bis Effays. At pre-
© jenty, I fay, when France enjoys a pro-
“ found Peace under a young Monarch,

4

4

4

£

4

* who baving taken upon himfelf the
the Direltion of Fkis Kingdom, 15 re-

Jelved to give bimfelf wholly up to the

Love wlich ke owes bis People, irn the
Defigin of making bis Government glo-
rious, by rendring it ufeful to the State
and to the Pceople, wbhofe Happines

Jhall always be the figfl Obect of bis

Care. Princes of this Charaéler can-
not be any more fbocked awith the
Liberty awbich Mr de la Boetic
bas taken 1n decrying the Effeminacy,
the Injuftice and Cruelty of wicked
Kings, than Alexander the Great
would Fave been to bave beard a Bully
turned into Ridicule.  The Copy [rom
which I bave printed this Dijcour(é of

* T his 1s taken Word for Word from a Wri-

ting, intituled, a Nuwrrative of what the King
hath declared of his Intentions in his Coundil of
State, held the 10th of “Fune, 1720, Fid. Poft-

feript of the dmflerdam Gazelte,

My
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't Mr de la Boetie, s nof wvery correlt.
It was taken out of the State of France
under Charles 1X, and I do not know
of any other Copies of it remaining
elfewhere. 1 [ay nothing in particu-
lar concerning the Notes I have made
on fome Places wbich feemed to want
them. They are of the fame Kind with
thofe difperfed through the Effays.’

There are feveral other Paflages, par-
ticularly one entire Letter jfrom Mon-
tagne ro his Father, containing the
Circumftances of Mr de la Boetie’s
Death,which declare bim to bave been one
of the moft extraordinary Men that ever
lived, but the Tranflator was afraid, that
if the awhole bad been inferted, fo1e Par-
ticulars would not have been thought of
Moment at prefent by the Generality of
Readers, and thofe that might bave been
thought fo, would not have been clear,
without a Tranflation of the whole, for
which Reafon be refers thofe who are de-
firous to know more of this great Ge-
nius, avhich fhone like a Star of the
Jirft Magnitude, and quickly dijappear-
ed, tothe fifth Folume of the foremen-
tioned Aition of Montagnc’s A w%*.:}

an
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and 20 the 19th Chapter of the fir/t Rook.

of bis Effays. o
- This Difcourfe was publifbed foon' af-
ter the Maflacre of Paris, and the Slaugh-
ter of the Protcflants throughout wmoff
of the Provinces in France, altho wrote
Several Years before. If any thing could
have awhetted the Author’'s Stile awith
keener Darts againft Tyranny, to what
a Hezobth of Indignation would that de-
toftable and execrable Scene have raifed
the wirtuous Spirit of this young NMar.
But as the fame Caufes muft ever pro-
dice the [ame Effedds, be knew the Na-
ture of Tyranuy to be fuch, that there
is nothing fo manftrous and wicked, but
what it 15 capable of perpetraiing, and
perbaps might not bave been furprized
at fo prodigious an FEvent, but night
bave looked wpon it as a wvery natiral
Confequence from thofe Principles wpon
which Tyranny is foundod.  As it ap-
pears, the cduthor did not wwrite thrs
Tralt as an Attack againft legal Go-
vernment, bt againfl the Abufes of it fo,
[0 cvery candid Reader, the Tranflator
fopes Dis Defirn avtll evidentiy apficar to
be the fame, and thatl bis e eanmng
Intein-
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Intentions, will not be mifreprefented, or

malzczazzﬂy wrefted to any Applicartios: ta
the prefent Times, or the mild Govern-

ment of [0 gracious a Prince as now fills
the Throne.

Happy are we awho live under firch
a Prince and fuch a szﬁiz‘zzz‘iwz that
1he Subjelts are not expofed ro any Daw-
gers of this Sort, Liberty and Property

cing Jeciired by fich an equal Ballauce
c;j'“ Power, and fichk a Harmony in the
Con /z’zz‘m‘zm that no fuch Exccj"es can
be apprehended bere.

But the Tranflator being warmed by
the prous Wl of a celebrated Author,
cbofe Writings, as ithey are the Glory o/
the prefenty fo they « will be the Admira-
tron of future Zges, 'That the Libertics
of Great Brituin may be immortal,
mm’ Slimulated by bis fiafonable Advice.

< They acill be /0 Jays bey af that Con-
« flitution, whoje genine ['[j‘ Eis they are,
© b maintained in Purity and Vigour.
© A perpetual Attentron to this great
© Point 1sthercfore the dntercfl and szfy
“of every Maw in Britaing and there is
© fearce auy N, aclo may not contri-

© bute 1o z’l)f Advancenient 7 ﬂ‘ 1 feine
l_)('“? L'
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¢ Degree. The old may inform the young,

“ and the young may amimate the old.
¢ Ewven they, who are moft retired jfrom
 the Scene of Bufinefs may be ufeful in
 thzs Caufe, to thofe who are in 1t ; fo
“ thofe who are beated by the Aftion, di-
¢ firalled by the Cares, or diffipated by
“ the Pleafures of the World. I [ay they
“ may be ufeful; and, I add, that they
“ ought to be fo to the utmofi, that their
¢ Situation allows. TheTranflator,I fay,
being animated by, and approving of this
wholefome Counfel, judged it bis Duty to
keep up in the Munds of his Countrymen,
juft Notions of Liberty, and a Detefla-
tion of Slavery, and that no Time can
be unfeafonable for this good End. That
whilft the Nations round about us groan
under the Fetters of Tyranny, and are
made Hewers of Wood and Drawers of
Water; we, who flill enjoy this inefli-
mable Fewel, may guard it, and pre-
Sferve it as the Apple of our Eve, and re-
verence 1t as our frue Palladium fent
down to wus from Heaven by the divine
Mercy and Goodnefs.  To deter any def~
perate Hand from daving to attack or pull
down this boly Ark, this facred Remnant

- Y
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of Liberty, committed and entrufled to
the Care of the peculiar and chofenn Peo-
ple of this Ifland. 1f Uzzah was fmote
with fudden Death, for bis Error in
putting forth bis Hand to fuftain the Ark
of the Lord, when it was [haken and
likely to fall, what fudden Vengeance
mift that Man expect wbho will dare to
Jiretch out bis Hand againfl this fecend
Ark of Liberty.

Is there not fom= chofen Curfe,
Some hidden T hunder in the Stores of Heaven,
Red with uncommon Wrath, to blaft the Man,

Who owes his Greatnels to his Country’s Ruin.

But, if fome bave deferted the facred
Banner of the Goddefs,

If fome be fallen, to Difobedience fallen,
¥rom what high State of Glory, into what Shame.

Let them hafle to appeafe betimes the in-
cenfed Deity, and guickly deprecate her
tmpending Wrath, let them pray, re-
pent, and bring Qbedience due,

T'o Prayer, Repentance, and Obedience due,

"Tho' but endeavour’d with fincere Intent,
Her Iar fhall not be flow, her Kyc not thut.

Let them not thre private Feuds and
| V7T
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Animofitzes, and out of obflinacy and oppo-
- fition to tbzyé’ who perbaps they do not love,

all contrary to common venrfe,and a czzfg/i
avhat they once made thetr loude ﬂBmﬂs of,
and thought it their greateft Fonour pub-
lickly to profefs and avow. Let them not
o be revenged of their Enemies, deftroy
themfelves with them. Let them not be
nore implacable than the Jews were, that
SHiff-necked and perverfe People, who w%m
Danger was at their Gates, [acrificed
therr private Refentments to unite againft
the comimnon Enemy. 1T am perfuaded,

that it in any future Time, z‘/Je Founda-
tions of our Liberties /’Z?m/a’ be attenpted
to be undermined and fapped by flow, al-
tho' very perceptable Degrees, that there
would fizll be left fome choice © Spirits,

“ avbo wontld never becowie tame 172 Ser-

““witude, nor would relifh it, bow jrncly

“ foever it might be dreffedup: Who hav-
“ ing clar Uzzdc’r/imz.:/zz os, and fharp-

¢ fighted Wiis, zmprafvc’d év Study m;rf
<" Knowledge, were Liberty intirely lo o/t
¢ and cut af “the W, orid, would concerve
< it, and bring it Jortb Jrom: their own
Idms and form 1t's fair Plan from
/e _ﬂwz/m* Image of it in their own

Bﬂ'{’( /f 5o
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The PREFACE. xxi
Breafts.  They would think thar they

owed moreé to their Country, than from
any Favours conferred, any Flatteries or
falfe Confidences 1mpojed upon them by an
artful Decetver, to be by them induced
to concur with him in Meafures perni-
cious fo if, and tending to deftroy it.
“ But they would [ay with Brutus, what
was our FEnd in getting rid of the Ty-
‘ rant but to be free from Tyranny, A
ridiculous Motive and a vain Exploit
if our Slavery furvive bim [—Obh, wha
1s 7t that makes Liberty his Care? Li-
berty, which ought to ove the Care of
all Men, as it is the Bencfit and Blef-
“ fing of Alll For myfelf, rather than
“ grve 2t wp, I will fland fingle 111 185
Defence. I cannor lofe, but awith my
Life,my Refolution to maintarrnin Fiee-
dowr, my Country, which I have made
‘“ free: I bave deftroyed a Veteran Ty-
“rant, and fi.ill T fiffer in arawYouth,
bis He:ir, a Power o controwl the Se-
nate, fuperfede the Laws, and put
Charns on Romce? A Power, which
no perfonal Favours, nor even the Ties
of Blood could ever fanclify to me; a
Lower, which 1 could not bear in Ca-

¢ far,
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far,: #or if my Father bad ufurped i7;
vould 1 bave born him. S

‘Remem‘bér, O myF rriends, the Laws, the Rights;
T'he generous Plan of Power, delivered down
From Age to Age, by your renown’d Forefathers,

So dearly bought, the Price of fo much Blood,
O let it never perith in your Hands,

But pioufly tranfmit it to your Children.
Thefe Sentiments, which infpired the He-
roes of 0ld, and of later Times, and were
productive of fuch Godlike Altzons, that
Time fhall never obliterate, baving in-
Sfamed the Breaft of the Tranflator with
an Ardour for Liberty inferior to no
one's, and being confcious to bimfelf that
be was not able from bis own Stores to
produce any thing worthy the Attention
of the Publick, he was ambitious of con-
tributing at leaft bis Mite in this glo-
rious Caufe, 5)' publifbing the Labours
¢of others, and in a Country of Liberty,
where [0 many admirable Treatifes have
been formerly, and now lately wrote, for
Support of it, that this zealous Advo-
cate might be brought. to take bis Part,
and appear in our Language as one of
it's tlluflrious Defenders.

iy OF
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VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE.

R E filent, Wretch, and think

o, ot bere allow’d, |

Xy That worft of Tyrants, an
ufurping Growd,

Do one fole Monarch Jove
commiits the Sway,

His are the Laws, and bim let all obey.

U{){E’s fays this in Homer {peaking in
Public. If he had only faid

Be filent, Wretch, and think not bere al~
- w'd,
That worft of Tyrants an ufurping Crowd.

Nothing could have been better. But
to have talked according to Reafon,
B he
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- he ought to have faid, that the Rule
of many cannot be good, fince the
Power of a fingle Perfon, from the
Time that he aflumes the Title of
Mafter, is hard and unreafonable, yet
he prepofteroufly adds,

Toone  fole Monarch Jove comm?ts theSway,
His are the Laws, and bim let all obey (a).

But perhaps, Ulyfes ought to be excu-

fed, who pofiibly was then under a
Necelility

(a) Thofe Perfons arc under 2 Miftake who
would make this Sentence a Praife of Abfolute
Monarchy.  Homer fpeaks 1t only with regard to
a General of an Army during the time of his
Commiflion. Nor is Agamemnon {tyl’d King of
Kings in any other Senfe, than as the reft of the
Princes had given him the Suprcam Authority o-
ver them in the Siege.  Ariffot/e defines a King,
STeqTnyds yap w M Srasis o Bacirevs, Kl
@y awpos Osus Kve@ @ Leader of the W ar, fudge
of Controperfies, and Prefident of the Ceremonies
of the Gods, ‘U'bat he had the principal care of
Religious Rites, appears from many Places in
Hlomer 5 aud that his Power was no where abfo-

lute but in War: for we find Agamemnen infulted
in

~ -
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Neceflity of ufing that Language, and
to employ it as the Means to calm the
Mutiny of the Army, conforming
his Difcourfe, more, I believe, to the
Circamftance of Time than to Truth.
But to {peak in good earneft, it is a
great Misfortune to be fubject to a Ma-
fter, of whom you can never be afiu-
red that he will be good, fince it is
always in his Power to be bad when
he pleafes. To have many Malflers,
that is the fame, as to be {o many
Times extreamly unfortunate. At pre-
fent I will not enter into the Debate

LY P, g S . Y s

in the Council, but in the Army threatening
Deferters with Death,  He was under an Obli-
gation to preferve the Privileges of his Country,
purfuant to which Kings are called by our Au-
Lor Aaarores, and Q¢pusotrores, the Difpen-
lers or Managers of Juftice.  Aad Dionyfins of
Halicarnaffius acquaints us, that the old Grecian
Kings, whether hereditary or cleétive, had =
Council of their chief Men, as Hlowmer and the
woft ancient Pocws teftity 3 nor vras it (he adds)
i thofe times as in ouwrs, when Kings have a
full Liberty to do whatever they pleafe,  Diow.

{Ia/. lb. u. L/,
B 2 of
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of that Queftion {fo much canvafled,
Whether the other Sorts of Republics
are better than Monarchy; which, if
I {hould confider, I would firft know,
before I put it as a Queftion, What
Rank Monarchy ought to have amongft
Republics, if it ought to have any at
all : fince it is very difficuit to believe,
that there is any Thing public in that
Government where all depends upon a
fingle Perfon. But this Queftion is re-
ferved for another Time, and may well
deferve a Treatife apart, or rather may
1ndeed include all political Difputes.

F oRr the prefent I would only un-
derftand, how it is poffible, and how
1t can be, that {fo many Men, fo ma-
ny Cities, {o many Nations, tolerate
fometimes a fingle T'yrant, who hasno
Power but what they give him ; who
has no Power to hurt themn, but only
fo far as they have the Will to fuffer
him; who can do them no Harm, ex-
cept when they chufe rather to bear
him than contradi& hin. A won-

derful 'Thing certainly, and neverthe-
lets
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lefs fo common, that we ought to have
more Grief and lefs Aftonithment, to
{fee 2 Million of Millions of Men ferve
miferably, their Necks under the Yoke,
not conftrained by a greater Force,
but as it were, enchanted and charmed
by the fingle Name of one, whofe
Power they ought not to be afraid of,
fince he 1s alone; nor love his Quali-
ties, fince he i1s with regard to them
inhuman and favage. Such is the Weal~
nefs of Mankind. It often happens
that we are obliged to obey by Force,
there 1s a Neceflity then of tempori-
zing, one cannot always be the {trong-
cft, If then a Nation be conftrained
by the Fate of War to become the
Slaves of one Perfon, as the City of
Athens was to thirty Tyrants, we ought
not to be furprized at their Servitude,
but to bewail the Accident; or rather,
neither to be furprized nor bewail, but
to bear the Ewvil patiently, and refcrve
ourfelves for a future and better FFor-
tune. Our Nature is fuch, that the
common Duties of Friendthip, engrofs
4 great Part of the Courfe of our Lives,

B 3 1t
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It 1s reafonable to love Virtue, to e-
fteem good Actions, to acknowledge
the Good we receive, and often to di-
minifh our own Eafe, to augment the
Honour and Advantage of thofe we
love, when they deferve it. If there-
fore the Inhabitants of a Country have
met with fome great Perfonage, who
has thewed by Proof, great Forefight
in preferving, great Courage in de-
fending, and great Care in governing
them : If from thenceforward they ac-
cuftom themifelves to obey him, and
to confide fo much in hin, asg to give
him fome Prerogatives, I do not know
whether it ought to be calld an A&
of Wifdom, infomuch, that he 1s taken
from that Station in which he did good,
to be advanced to a'Dignity in which
he may do harm ; but certainly it may
be called Honefty and Sincerity, in not
being afraid of receiving ill from him,
from whom they had received only

good.

Bu T, good God! what can this be ?
How fhall we call this? What Mis-
fortunc



Of Voluntary Servitude. 7
fortune is this? What fort of unhappy
Vice is it, to fee an infinite Number,
not only obey, but {erve, not governed,
but tyrannized, having neither Goods,
Parents, Children, nor Life itfelf which
can be called theirs? To bear the Rob-
beries, the Debaucheries, the Cruelties,
not of an Army, not of a barbarous
Camp,againi{t which we ought to fpend
our Blood, nay even our Lives, but of
one Man : Not a Hercuies or Sampfon,
but a little Creature, and very often the
rmoft cowardly and effeminate of the
whole Nation : One, not accuftomed
to the Smoak of Battles, but {carcely to
the Duft of Tilts and 'Tournaments:
INot one, who can by Force command
Men, but wholly employed in poorly
lerving the meaneft Woman. Shall we
call this Cowardice ? Shall we fay thae
they who {oabjctly {erve are Cowards
and Fainthearted? If two, three, or
tour, do not defend themfielves from
one, it is ftrange, but neverthelefs pof-~
fible: We may then fafely fay, that it
1s want of Courage. But it a Hun-
dred, a Thoufand, bear with onc, it

B 4 cannot
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cannot be faid, that they dare not
attack him, for it 1s not Cowardice,
but rather Contempt and Difdain. If
we {ee not a hundred, not a thoufand
Men, but a hundred Provinces, a thou-
fand Cities, a Million of Men, not at-
tack one Man, whofe greateft Favou-
rite Qi1as yet the Misfortune to be made
his Slave and Vafial: What can we
call this? Can 1t be cowardice? But
there 1s in all Vices, naturally fome
Boundary and Degree, beyond which
they cannot pafs. T'wo, and perhaps
Ten, may be afraid of one, but if a
Thoufand, a Million of Men, if a
Thoufand Cities do not defend them-
felves from one Man, that i1s not Cow-
ardice. Cowardice -cannot extend fo
far, no more than any Valour can be
fo great, that one alone fhould fcale
a Fortrefs, attack an Army, or conquer
a Kingdom. Then what Monfter of
Vice 1s this, that does not deferve the
Name of Cowardice? Which cannot
find a Name bad enough for it, which
Nature difowns, and the Tongue re-

fufcs to pronounce? Let fifty thoufand
Men
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Men in Arms be placed on one Side,
and as many on the other, let them
be ranged in Order, let the Battle be-
oin, one Side fighting for their Liber-
tics, the other to take them away: To
which Side fhall we by Conjeflure
promife the Victory? Which can we
think will go with moft Courage to
battle, whether they, who as a Re-
ward of their Danger, hope for the
Prefervation of their Liberty, or thofe
who can expect no other Recompence
for the Blows they give or receive, but
the enflaving of others? One Side has
always before their Eyes the Happinefs
of their paft Life, and the Expectation
of like Eafe for the Time to come.
They do not fo much confider what
they endure, the fhort Time the Bat-
tle lafts, as that which muft for ever
be borne by them, thewr Children and
all their Pofterity. The others have
nothing which emboldens them but a
Degree of Covetoufuefs, which recoils
when Danger approaches, and cannot
be fo ardent, but that it ought and
rmuft be extinguifhed by the leaft Drop

B s of
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of Blood which iflues from - their
Wounds. In thofe fo renowned Bat-
tles of Miltiades, Leonidas, and Theini-
Sfocles, which were fought two thou-
fand Years ago, and live yet as frefh in
the Memory of Books and Men, as if
they had been but of yefterday, which
were fought 1n Grecce, tor the Good
of Greece, and for the Example of all
the World: What think we was 1t
which gave to fuch a handful as the
Greecks were, not the Power, but the
Courage to {uftain the Shock of fo ma-
ny Ships, that the Sea itfelf feemed to
labour under them ? To defeat {o ma-
ny Nations and {o numerous, that the
Squadron of the Greeks could not have
furnithed, if there had been Occafion,
Captains for their Fleet ?

Bat that in thofe glorious Days, it
was not {o much a Battle of Greeks
againft Perfians, as the Victory of
YaBERTY over TyranNy, and In-
MUNITY over AvAricE. The Valour
which Liberty infpires in the Breafts
of thole who defend her, is worthy of
e Admui-
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Admiration. But that which is done
in all Countries, and every Day, that
one Man alone fhould Lord it over a
hundred Cities, and deprive them of
their Liberty ; who would believe it,
if it were only hearfay, and that he
did not fee it? And if it were only
feen in foreign and diftant Countries
and reported here, who would not
think that 1t were rather a Fittion and
imaginary, than real? But yet there
15 no need of attacking this fingle Ty-
rant, there 1s no Neceflity of defend-
ing ones felf againft him, he is defeat-
ed of himielf, provided only the Coun-
try does not fubmit to Servitude : There
ts 1o need of taking any thing from
him, only-give him nothing. There is
noQOccafion that the Country fhould put
itfelf to the Trouble of doing any thing
for itfelf, if it do nothing againft it-
felt. It is then the People them-
lelves who fuffer, or rather give them-
felves up to be devoured, fince in cecaf-
ing to obey him they would be free.
It 1s the People who enflave themf{clves,
who cut their own Throats: Who
- B 6 having’
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having the Choice of being Vaflals or
Freemen, reject their Liberty, and {ub-
mit to the Yoke, who confent to their
own Evil, or rather procure it. If the
Recovery of their Liberty were to coft
them any thing, I would not prefs it:
Although the replacing himfelf in his
natural Right, and, as I may fay, of
a Beaft to become a Man, 1s what eve-
1y one ought to hold moft dear. But
_{till T do not require {o much Courage
in him. I do not allow, indeed, that
he fhould prefer an uncertain preca-
rious Security of living at his Eafe,
‘What? if to obtain his Liberty, he
need only defire it: If there be only
wanting a bare Volition, can there be
found a Nation in the World, who
would think it too dear, being able to
gain it by a fingle With? Who would
grudge the Will of recavering a Good,
which we ought to purchafe at the
Price of our Blood? And which loft,
every Man of Honour ought to look
upon Life itfelf asa Burthen, and Death
a Deliverance. Certainly, _]u& as the

Fire of a little Sparl& becomes great,
and
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and always inhcreafes, and the more
Fuel it finds, the readier it 1s to burn,
but if no Fuel be added to 1t, it con-
fumes itfelf, and is extinguifhed. Even
{o Tyrants, the more they plander,
the more they require ; the more they
ruin and deftroy, the more is given
them, the more they are obeyed, fo
much the more do they fortify them-
felves, become ftronger and more able
to annihilate and deftroy all. If no-
thing be given them, if they be not o-
beyed,without fighting, withoutftriking
a Blow, they remain naked, difarmed,
and are nothing: Like as the Root of
a T'ree, receiving no Motfture or Nou-
rifhment, becomes dry and dead.

T u e Bold, to acquire the Good
{ought for, fear no Danger, the Pru-
dent no Labour. = The cowardly and
ftupid can neither fupport the Ewvil,
nor recover the Good. They content
themifelves with the bare Defire of it,
and the Virtue of endeavouring to pra-
cure it is loft by their Cowardice, al-
though the Delire of having it remains
. with
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with' them by Nature. This Defire,
this Will, to obtainall Things, the Pof-
feflion of which ‘would make them
“happy, is common to the Wife and
to the Foolith; to the Brave and to
the Pufillanimous. . I know not how
it 1s, but Nature feems to have' been
wanting in one thing alone to Man-
kind, in not giving them the Defire
of Liberty ; and yet Liberty is {o great
a Good, and fo lovely, that where it
is loft, all Evils follow one upon. ano-
ther; and even the Good which may
remain, entirely lofes 1t’s Guft and Fla-
vour, being fpoiled by Servitude. Li-
berty alone Men do not defire ; for no
other Reafon, it feems to me, than
that if they thould defire it, they might
haveit: as if they refufed to make this
great Acquifition only becaufe it 1s too

eafy.

Poor and miferable Creatures, Peo-
ple infatuated, Nations obftinate in
your own Evil, and blind to your own
Good, you permit the fineft and clear-
et of your Revenues to be carried oft

before





















































































































































































































