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TOTHE )
Rnght Revcrend Fathct in G O D

R ICH ARD:
Lord Bnihop of

PETERBORO‘Z)GH

MY LORD,

Aving, * shany je:m agd, wben \
. your Learned and Judicious Trea-
tife-of the Laws' of Nature was
M. M (i} publifbed, carefully perufed

%t to my g-eat fatufafl’:on, 1 alfo thought it

(p'?)o | n‘e‘ce_'ﬂ?zrj
'2' .
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lV Thc’Epi{'tlé :Dedicatory.‘ -

nece[fary to make an Epitomy or Abridgment of
#t; aswell for my own better Remembrance, as

' that I believed it might be alfo weful, as an

Tntroduction to Etbicks, for fome near Re-

" lations of mine, for whom I then defigned it

Thefe Papers, after they had lain by me feveral
Years, 1 bappened to fhew to fome Worthy
Biends of mmme, _and in particular.to the Learn-

ed and Honourable Mr. Boyle, who fo well

approved of . the Undertaking, that they incou-
raged me to make it publick, as that which

might: give great [atisfaction to thofe of the No-

bility and Gentry of our own Natton {(as well as

others of a lower rank) who either do not under- -
ftand Latin, or elfe had rather read Epitomies of

reater Works, than take the pains to perufe
the Originals.  ¥Vhich Task, tho not very
grateful to me, yet I was. prevailed with to
wndertake, and to look over thofe Papers again,
and add feveral confiderable Paffages out of the
Treatife it [elf ; and this not for FEame’s [ake,
or the bonosir of - being thought an Author, fimce

1 was fatisfied that nothing of that mature could -

be due to one, who does not pretend to more than
to Tranflate or Abridg another Man’s Labours :
. Yet

-
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.” v
Yt 1 am willing, m purfuance of your Lord-
Jhip's Principle, to facrifice all thefelittle private
(onfiderations to the Publick' Good,, as being

~ fenfible, that in the Trade of Learning. (as ino-

ther Profeffions) divers, who cannat be Inventars

" or chief Merchants, may yet do. the Publick good
fervice by venting other Mens Notions ina new
. drefs ; efpecially fince 1 have alfs obferved,

that things of this kind, tf well done (and with
due acknowledgment to the Authors from whence
they are borrowed) as they hqve proved bene-

fictal to thofe whofe Education,, or.-confiant Im- .
ployments in their own Profeffions, will not
give them leave to perufe many Volumes, written.
perbaps in.a Language they are no great Ma-

S flers of ; Jo alfo they have not failed of Jome

Commendation from all candid Readers.  Thus
Mon(ieur Rohault’s 4bridgment of DesCar-
tes’s. Philofoply, and Monfienr Bernier’s of
Gaffendus’s (to mention nomore) bave been
received with gentral- Applaufe, not-only by all
Ingenious Men of theFrench, but alfo_of our
own . Nation, who. ‘underftand .. that. Lan-
guage. - o . o
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i The Eplﬁfe Dedu:atm:y.
A T
And ébe Laarned amiIn mﬁnve T)r Burnét
Mbtbou ek Mndéﬁdkﬂngb cdhis kind ﬁ:‘ ufer
fal for our: Nobility:and Gentty, as to give us
- bis own- élegwﬁe ToavifLations,;’ or rather Abridgs
- tnents inEnglifh, ‘o $is tieo Elubokata Trea-
tifes of the Theory of the Birth. + And I donby
wot, but yosir Lord[Bip: would have. “done. fome
swhit in- tbis: kinil “iokb- his adrmirable VP ork of
yours;: bud not-the confaie Trployments.of your
Sucved Fanttion;™ a5 Well ds' your.obher [evm
-l ufefol Studm kmkaal jx)ﬂ from it k

AFRRR S TR

Bt pérb&ps*tt myba tbbugbt 5] ﬁme tbat |
tbts Task huth been verywell performed already
¥y the Tngenious und Learved Dr. Parker,: late

‘Bifhope @xford ‘in'lis Treatife, " entitnled,
A 'Déhonfiacion of the Laws of Na-
mre ki thevefore vieelswot be dame over a-
Tgain. " B tothis T fhall only [ay," - that as -
" be o be’ batb been bebolden-in that VVork to
your Lordfbip’s Bosky Yo hath be - fallen: fhort
“of 'the Original fkohwbenc‘e he copy’d, both in

the clearnefs, as well as choice of the Argn-
ments or Demonﬁratwm, and in the particular

Lt i ﬁttmg .



The Epiftle Dedicatary. vii.
Jetting forth of thofe Rewards and Puniflments
derived (by God's Appointment) from the Na-
tureof Men, and the Framg of Things ; which
can only be dane according to. that. exack thod
your Lordfbip. bqtb there laid down. , Tho, T
confefs, there is one thing that is particular, in,
that Author’s - Undertaking, vig. That excel-.
lent ‘A ccount be there gives usof the great Dx;fé— )
rences and Uncertainties among the moft ﬂzmoua
of the. Heathen @bzlafopbers, concernimg Man’s
Sovereizn §ood or Happingfs, mainly for want;
of the certain belief of a Future State, apd that,
clear-cenvictiou we now have, that Me 5 chiefeft
Good or Happmefs confifts in: God’s qve. and
Favour towards them: As. ulfa his abfer)wwzz :
That nothtbﬂzmdngg all that ran,. beréﬂudgf the
Natyral Rewards of ¥irtue, ~ and uwjbmem
of Vtce, nothing bu; the Icafonakﬁe hqu
and expetation of Happinefs in a. Lifg
to come, can in all Cafesbear us up pndcr
all the Miferies, Sorraws.and Gahmities
of this. . And bereinl maﬁ own | agree ¥ with
bim, and therefore. hepeyout Lord[bip wrl} pars
dou: me,” if 1 have in the wﬁang Di cmr_{e
m]' fted jommbat more partmdar ly upan thefe

L fufure



vii  The Epiftle Dedicatory,

future Rewards and Puniflmients, - which T .

- doubt not may Very well be proved from Reafon,

_and the neceffity of [uppofing them, in orderto

the a]]ferting and vindicating God’s Juftice and'

Providence: Tho I grant, that the Gofpel, -

. or Divine Revelation, bath given us more firm
- grounds for this our Belief, than we had before
" by the mere light of Nature. R

it [uppofing this Work of Bifbop Parker

never fowell performed s as 1 domot deny but

it bath all the advantages of & Popular and .

Genteel Stile, and that neat Turn of Wit be
Lives to all bis Writings ; and thercfore I bave
. ot ferupledto tyanferibe out of bis Difcourfe one

or two Paffages, where 1 thought either bis way
of wging your Lordfhip’s drguments, or the

glofe fumming them up, was not to be mended
by anyother Pen: Yot fince it’s too concife in
Jome parts, and full of Digreffionsin others ;

and ‘befides wants your folid: (onfutations *of -
Mr. H's ?ringiﬂek, it feems neceffary that ano-

“ther Treatife more exalt in the kind, [houdd be

publifhed as more agreeable to your Lordfbip's -

Original: Whether this which I now prefent yon
s kit

‘ I

o

- with,




. The Epiftle Dedicatory. ix.
with, be fuch, 1 muft fubmit to your Lord-
Jbip’s and the Reader’s Judgmene. |

But fuice 1 bave undertaken this difficult
Province. ‘with your Lordfbip’s approbation,
it is fit that I give you, as well asthe Reader,
Jome Account of the Method 1 bave followed
in_this Treatife, and wherein it differs from
yours. o

Firf} then, to 6egin\ioitb the Preface ;. The
Subflance of it is whally: yours, except the
Introduétion concerning -the ufefulnefs of the
Knowledg of the true Grounds of the Law of
Nature, in order to’ a right underftanding of
Moral Philofophy, nay (hriftianity it felf.

" But for' a Conclufion to the Preface, I have
alfo made fome Additions, ~wherein 1 have
~ [bewwn your Principle of endeavouring the Com-
~mon Good is not-a new Invention, but that
which' [everal Great Men had before delivered,
as the only firm Rule, by which to try not only
all our Moral Attions, but all*Givil Laws,
whether they are right and juft ; that is, agreeable
C ' . to
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4. r;al»t Reafon, or not, - And I bave alfo coin-
cluded it with a Jet of Principles very nece[fary
- to be underftood for the proving the Truth of all
Natyral Religion,  and the. Law of Nature,
the tbema laft alone are the Subjeft of your
Iara'f 'S Book, as well as of my Abrugment
pf “‘ Lo,

@ut t0 [peak more parttcularl)v of the Dif- |

courfeit felf, fince I bere defign no more than an
Epitome, -1 bope_your. Lordfbip qnll not take
gl af I .have amitted moft  of your rare

.lnﬂauges (md Parallels drawn from 1be Mathe-
maucks, ngmiyof which " are above. the capacity

‘of comman; q{{faders, (tho therein your Lord-

fhip bal*b fhewn your [ey a Great. Mafter )

" and bave" confined my” felf only to fuch plain

and aafic, Proofs and ,natural Obfervations as
Men of all. Capacities may wnderftand.  So alfo

zf in. she Cbapter a[ Humane Nature, I have . |
left o divers cuions Anatomical Obfervations,

wherem, the Stracture_of Mens Bodies differs
frqm tlmt of  Beafls,: if I thought they
wmere_at all - queftianable or doubtful, or fuch
.ds. d{d not dtrec?ly t"nd to the pro)mg, ngt
. ens

h




' TheEpiftle’ Dedicatory:  xi
- Mens Bodies .are fitted and -ordained by, Ged
~ for the Profecation. .of the: Common, Gopd .of

others of theiy ‘wwn.Kind,-#bove; all- other
Greaewves. - - c b il T

1 have alfo.made bold to .consract the Chap-

ters in your Work, into a leffernuiber;. hay-

ing difpofed the fubftance of them into ather .

places, or elfe quite. omitted fome,: as not fo
neceffary to our:purpofe: As for example, 1
bave placed moft: of the Matter -of -the'third
Chapter,. De bons naturaliy -partly id the

explanution of the Word -Good,: in she: De-
Jeriptiom of the: Law wof | Nature; wontained-in
the third Chapter,. referving. hat, remained
of it" to.the fecond Part- for the (onfutution
of . that Principle of  My. . Hs, That ‘no

A&ion is Good: or Evil ih the State:ef

Nature. 8o likewife for the ffourth Chapter',
‘De Di&amiaibus : Pra&icis;: I have - fer

down the Subflance of i “(omitemyg. the M-

thematical Hluftxations ). in owr. [econd(Chaptey
-of ‘Fumane Nature. So glfothe fixtl Chap-
-ter, " entituled; De iis' que in Lege Naeu-
rali continentur.”. 4nd the feventh and eightk,

| De



xii The Epiftle Dedicatory.

De Origine Dominii, & Virtutum Mora-
linm. Ihave partly difpofed the fubftance of
them into the firft Chapter. of the Nature of
- Things, but chiefly into your fourth Chapter,
reducing all the Laws of Nature, and Moral
Virtues therein contained, into this one Princi-
- ple, of Endeavouring the Common Good. of
. Rational Beings.  But as for your laft Chap-
ter, viz. that part of it which contains the
Confe&aria, .or Confequenices, deducible from
~ the foregoing Chapters,. in relation to the Law
of Moles, and all Civil Laws ; 1.bavé made
bold to omit it, fince it is plain enough, that all
the Precepts of the Decalogue do tend either
~ (inthe firftTable ) to the Honour and Glory
~of God, in bis commanding bimfelf ta be the
fole Object of our Worfhip, and that without

any Images of bimfelf ; or elfe (in.the- fecond \.

Table ) to our Duties towards others, wherein
the bigheft Virtue' and Innocence are prefcribed.

~ And [o likewife, that all the Laws of the Su-

~ preme (ivil Powers have no Authority, but as

_ they purfue this. Great Rule, or Law of Na~
~ture, of procuring the Common Good of Ratio-

. nal Beings ;5 that is, the Honour and Wor bip

ofi




" The Epiftle Dedicatory. xiii
* of God, and the Peace and Happinefs.of their
Subjects, and~of Mankind in general, And
whereas your Lordfbip bath bere alfo folidly.
~ and briefly confuted many grofs Errors in Mr.
H's Morals, as well as Politicks,” fome of
thofe Confutations 1 have made ufe of inthe fe-
cond Part, viz. thofe that retate to that Au-
thor’s Moral - Principles, which, if they
are’ falfe, bis Politick ones will fall o/[ _them-
Jelves. |

To conclude ; I muft beg your Lordfhip’s
Pardon, if 1 bave made bold to alter your
Method, as to your Confutation of Mr. H's
Principles.  For whereas you bave thought fit
to do it in the Body of your Work, . and asthey
occurred under the feveral Heads you treat of 5
fince I perceividthe placing your Anfwers after
that manner; did “difturb the Connexion and
 Perfpicuity of the Difcourfe, 1thought it bet-
ter to caft thofe Anfwers mto a diftinét part,
digefted under fo many Heads, or Propofitions,
~in the order in Which they fland in Mr. H’s
Books, De Cive, and Leviathan, where
the Reader, if b pleafes, may compare what 1
have guated aut of bim, o And
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r " And Thope your Lord[bzp will not take it 4-
~ mifsin me, if (torender the Work more plea-
Jant and grateful to common Readers, and that
it may not look like a bare Tranflation ) Ihave
added feveral anons, Inftances and Obfervati-
ons, Jome of my own, and others out-of Hifto-
vy, and the Relations.of Modern Travellers,
concerning the Cuftoms of thofe Weft-Indian
Nations commonly counted Barbarous, - who
yet by their amicable living together, without -
éither (il Magiftrates, or written: Laws,
Jerve  fufficiently to confute Mr. H's extra-
Vagant Opinion, That all - Men by Nature
are in a State of War, which be endeavours
ot pro've, from Jome ewl Otﬂoms amonv tb(yé -
‘P eop €e

I bave ltkem/é made bold to add tbofe A-

o pbortfms contaiming the Grounds of moral Good
~and Evil contamed in Bifhop Wilkins's Trea-
tife'of Natural Religion, and Dr. Moor’s

~ Enchiridion Ethicum, that the Reader may
fee them all at once ; tbo I confefs they are moj}
of them “to be- found (tho di j]u’r[ed{y) i

. your




TheEpitle Dedicatory; 149

Jour brd/bzpr Work.* 1 ‘have alfo -inferted
[fome thirigs, in anfiver to'the Objeshions at. ‘the
end of the firft Part, out of that noble: con-
templative. q’bzlo[opber, Mr. Lock in bis Effay
of Humape Underftanding ﬁnre he
proceeds wupon the [ame Trmaples with your
~ Loxdfpip, -and hath. divers very new and ufeful
Notions concerning ‘the Manner of Attaining
the Knowledg of all Truths, as well Natural

as i)wme, and tbe Certamty we bave of
t/:em.

But 1 fear, Ihave trefpa[s d too much upon
your Lordfbip’s Patience, by (o long an Epiftle,
and therefore fhall conclude With my Prayers
for your Lordfbip’s Happinefs and Health,
fince I am confident you cannot but prove more
ufeful’ for she comman. good of “our Church and
State, in this bigh and publick Station to-
which their Majefties have thought fit to call
yos, than you could bave been in a more pri-
vate (Condition : And 1 hope your Lordfhip
will look upon this Dedication as a fmall Tri-
bute of Gratitude, which all the VVorld muft
owe ok for your Learned and not Common

| Under- :
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Undertakings,  of which Obh;gation‘ none

~ ought to be  (or indeed is) more [enfible
than, S

My LORD,

. Your Lordfhip’s moft faichful

. and humble Servant,

{

JAMES TYRRELL.

- ———— - -
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. THE
PREFAGE
' ~ TO THE ,
R EADER!
By way of o

INTRODUCTION.

Suppofe you are not Ignorant, that the Study
ofp Moral Philofophy, or the Laws of Nature,
was preferred (%y[l’mo, Ariftotle, Socrases,
and Tully, the wifeft of the Heathen Philofo-
phers ) above all other Knowledg, whether Natural
or Civil, and that defervedly, as well in refpe® of
its ufefulnefs, as certainty, fince it was to that alone
(asmoft agreeable to the Natural Faculties of Man<

kind ) that Men, before they were affifted by Divine -

Revelation, owed the Difcovery of their Natural Du=
tis, to God, themfelves, and all others: as Cicers.
hath fhewn us at large in thofe three excellent Frea<
tifes, De Officiis, De Finibus, and'g;fegibm. And
tho I grant we Chriftians have now clearer and higher

Difcoveries of all Moral Duties, by the Light of the -
2

Gofpe}



xviii . The Preface

Gofpel, yet isthe Knowledg of Natural Religion, or
the Laws of Nature, ftill of great ufe to us, as well
for the confirmation. as-illuftration of all thofe Du~
ties, fince bysthe knowledg ot them, and the true
Principles on which they are founded, we may be con-
vinced, that God requires nothing from us in all the
practical Duties of revealed Religion, but our reafo-
nable Service ; that is, what is really our own inte-
reft, and roncerns our good and happinefs to obferve,
as the beft and moft perfe® Rple.of Life, whether
Gbd-had ever farther enforced it or not by any reveal-
ed Law, And tho I do notdeny, thatour Saviour
Sefus Chrift hath highly advanced and improved thefe
Natural Laws, by more excellentand refined Precepts
of Humility, Charity, Self-denial, &s¢c. than were
difcovered before by the wifeft of the Heathen Philo-
fophers, efpecially .as to the greater affurance we
have of that grand Motive to 'Relifgion and Virtue, .
the Immortality of the Soul, oraLife either eternally
happy or miferable, when thisis ended : :Yet certain-
ly it was this Law of Nature, or Reafon alone, by
which Mankind was not only to live, but alfo to
_be judged, before thg Law. given to Mofes s and it
muft be for not living up to this Natural Light, that
the Heathens fhall te condemned, who never yet
heard of Chrift, or of 3 revealed Religion, and fo
cannot ( as St. Paul exprefly declares to the Romans )
believe in biri of whom they baug.nasheard, Rom. 10. 14.
Therefore it is tht the fame Apoftle,in the firft Chap-
ter of that Epilllg, appeals to the knowledg of Ged,
from the thingsthat are fgen,. that is, the Creation
of the World, as the faundation of all Natura] Reli-
gion, and t¢lls yLhie Romays, . that their falling [ not.
withftanding this Knowledg ] . into that grofs I-
dolatry they ‘profefled, was_the only reafon, why God
gaveshem up o their own bearts, lufes, becaufe that when
shey kaem God, thej glorified i nat-as God, neither were
e shankful,

X




to the Readers * XIX:
thankful, bub became wain in their imagingtions, andthei®
fodlifb beart was darkned, v. 21, -And 10'likewife in the :
fecond Chapter;he farther tells thiém,thas when the Gen= -
tiles, who have not'the Law, do by’ Naturethe things cona - .
tained in the Law, tht[é baving not the'Law, area Law
unto themfelves, fhewing the work of the Law written in
their bearts ; that is, the Law of Nature or Reafon,

" as the main fubftance or effect of the’ Mofsical Law. .
And that it is by this Law alone, that they fhall be
judged, is plain from what immediately follows, Their
confciences bearing witnefs, and their own thoughts ( or rea-.
fonings, asit is rather tobe rendred ) in the mean while -

. dccufing or excufing each other. * And indéed the Apoftle-

fappofes the Knowledg of God as a'Retvarder of Good

Works, to be the foundation of “all Natural, as well'
asRevealed Religion, and the firft Ptinciple of faving’
Faith, as appears in his Epiftle to ‘the Hebrews, Chap."
11.V. 6. But without faith it is impoffible Yo pleafe bim 3

for be that comes ‘unto God muft firfe bilieve that be is,
and that be is a Rewarder of all them that ditigently feek,
bim. But I need fpeak no more of Natural Religion,
and how neceffary it is to the trie Kdbwledg of that
which is- revealed, fince thé Réverend and Learned’

Dr. Wilkins, late ‘Bithop of Chefter, hath fo well per-

form’d that Noble Undertaking, in his excellent Poft-
humous: Treatife, publithed by the ‘Reverend 'Br..

Tillotfori, late ‘Lord: ‘Archbifhop of Canterbury, 'to
which nothing needs to be added by ' fo meant a Pen as
mine. ¢ - - - : : EDR

-But fince the Laws of Nature, as derived from God
the Legiflator, are thefoundation of all Moral Philo-
fophy-and true Politicks, .as being thofe which are ap-
pealed to in all ‘Conltroverfies: between Civil Soves
reigns, and alfo are the'main Rules 6f the mutual Du<
ties “between Sovereigns and their Subjets: It ig
worth while to enquire how thefe Laws may be difs
ceévered to proceed from God asa Legiflator, - N‘c;‘v;ﬂ
o : - a4 ' thig



X The Preface

this ‘can only be done by one of thefe two ways,
(viz.) Either from the certain and manifeft Effects
and Gonfequences that are obferved to proceed from
them ; or from the Caufes from which they are deriv-
_ed. The former of thefe hath beenalready largely
treated of by others, efpecially by the moft learned
Hugo Grotius, in his admirable Work, De Fure Belli _
& Pacis;, By his Brother William, in that {mall Poft-
humous Treatife of his, De Principiis Furis Naturalis 3
And by the Judicious Monfieur Puffendorf, in his
learned Treatife, De Fure Nature & Gentium : As al-
fo by our own Countryman, Dr. Sharrock. Who
have all undertaken to-prove the certainty of the Laws
of Nature, from the general belief and reception of
them by the wifelt and moft civilized Nations
in all Ages. - To which we may alfoadd the moft
1earned Mr. Selden, in that moft elaborate Work, De
Yure Gentium {"uxta placita Hebreorum. Andasldo
acknowledg, that thofe Great Men have all deferved
very well intheir way, fo I think none deferves grea-
ter Commendation, than that excellent Work of Gro-
tius the Elder, which as it was the firftinits kind, fo'
it is worthy to laft as long as Vertue and Juftice fhall
be in efteem among Mankind. And tho the Obje&i-
ons which are wont to be brought againft this Method
of proving the Laws of Nature, are not of fo great
moment, as to render it altogether fallacious or ufe-
lefs, as fome would have it to be; yet I freely ac-
knowledg they chiefly ferve to convince Men of fin-
cereand honeft minds, and whoare naturally difpofed
to Vertue and right Reafon: So that [ conceive it were
more ufeful, as well as more certain, to feek for a fir-
mer and clearer Demontftration of thefe Laws, froma
ftri& fearchand inquifition into the nature of things,
and alfo of our own f{elves, by which I doubt notbut we

* may attain not only to a true Knowledg of the Laws of .

Nature, butalfo of thattrue Principle on which they -
- = arg
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are founded, and from whence theyareall derived. . °

But it will not confift with the narrow bounds of a'.

Preface, to propofe and anfwer all the Obje&ions
that may be brought againft their Method of proving

the Law of Nature, from the Confentof Nations 3 -

neither perhaps can it be done ‘at -all to'the univerfal .

fatisfation even of indifferent perfons: fince it may .

be ftill urged, that altho fome Dicates of Right Rea-:

fon may be indeed approved of by  our- Underftand-
ings, and are commonly received ‘and pra&ifed by
molt Nations by reafon of their general afefulnefs and
conveniency, yet it muft be acknowledged, that there
isftill wanting the Knowledg of God asa Legiflator, by
whofe Authority alone they can obtain. the force of

Laws. The Proof of which (tho the moft material part-

of the Queftion ) hath been hitherto omitted, or but:
flightly touch’d, by former Writers on this Subjet. -

.. Befides the Objections of fome of the Antients,

Mr. Selden and Mr. Hobbes have alfo argued againft:
this Method, tho upon different Principles, and from
different Defigns ; the latter afferting that no body
ought 1o receive thefe DiCtates of Reafon,as obligato-
£y to outward A&ions, ‘before a Supreme Civil Power
beinftitoted, who fhall ordain ‘them to be obferved
as Laws. And tho he fometimes vouchfafes them

that Title, yet in his De Cive, cap. 13, he tells us

plainly, ¢ That in the ftate of Nature they are but
¢ improperly called fo;:and tho the Laws of Nature
¢ may be found largely defcribed in the Writings of

#: Philofophers, yet are they not for this caufe to be
*¢ called Laws, any more than the Writings or Opi-
#¢ nions of Lawyers are Laws, till: confirmed and
$¢ made fo by the Supreme Powers,:*  ** - )

-+ But, on the other fide, Mr. Selden more fairly finds
“fault with the want of Authorityin thefe DiGates of
:Reafon, ( confidered only as fuch ) that he may from

hence'hew us a neceflity of recurring to the Legiflative
Co a3 Power
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- Power of Gbd;.and that he.may théreby makeont, -

that shofe Dictetas of Re¢afon do only acquire the force
of Laws, becanfdiallrour knowledg of them is to be
. dsrived froth:God/ alone, who when he makes thefe-
Rales knowmto uk; cdoes ‘then ('and not before) pro--
nfulgate them tonis.as. Laws. - And fo far 1 think heis:
in .the right, :and" hath. welt:enough: corretted onr:
common :Moralifts, who artwoht ‘toconfider thefe:
Diftates . of iReafon as. Laws, without any fuflicient!
proof, . thae they:have all the 'Conditions: requrfite to:
nake them {o,;mvx: That they ave. eftablifhed dnd de-:
charedito: us b God-4sia Legiflator wha: bath amicxeditoy
thehn fufficient] Rewdrds aed . Pumiftoninas: : : Butl: thibki
it is.evident, 4hatoif.:thefe.Ratiohal DiGates can by
any.means berpfioved toproeced froin the Will of God,/
thai Authbr: of: Aitwrd; :as Rilés: for all .our™>Mbrab
Actions, theywilk not. veed any'Humané Authority,
much.lefs.the{ Coafont ar Tradition of any ane, or:ma-
ny Natidns,  te midke theimn:{o': ‘Ant therefore, tho I
-grant this leatgeshAuthor hathitaken-a great:dealiof -
Rdios to prove fdm divers gensrial ; Fraditibosiof sthe
Fewifh Rabbins,; thit' God. gave sertain Commandg to
dam ;and afeersyards to-Noak! contaiiied in thofe:feven
Brocepts, calledby:his Name ;.and-that thofe warions
Quotations thislearned Author hath there produced;
do clearly prove, that the fews -believe thatalliNati«
ons whatever, even thofe which- do not receive ‘the
1.aws of Mofes,: are obliged to obferve the fameiMo-
ral Laws, which they. conceive to be aH contained uri«
der the ‘Precepts above mentioned. , -Amd.thb:this
‘Work of Mr: Selden is indeed moft learnediy dnd'judi-
‘cioufly performed, and may. prove. of great .ufe
in Chriftian Theology,. yet I muft confefs it ftill feems
‘to me, that he hath not fufficiently anfwered hisown
' Objection concerning Mens. Ignorance, or waat of
«difcovering the: Lawgiver ; for admit it fhould be
Jgranted,that thofe Traditions which they call the Pre-
. ¥ cepts
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cepts of Noah, fhould be never fo gcnetall,y firmly .
believed by the whole Fewifh Nation, yet were they -
not therefore made known to the :elt of Mankind 5
and one of them, wiz. That of not eq ngqny Part or ‘o
Member of a llvmg Creatire, is juf eqded and’
received with fcorn by all’ other Na;;ong :So thatit -
feemsevidgnt to me, that the anwritten Lf‘mdxuons ;
of the learned -Men of any one Nanon, cannot be -
looked upon as a fufficient promulgatian made;by God
as a Law-giver, of thofe Laws or- Prece s‘thcrem-
contained ; and that all thofe Natigns,; whjch;have..
never heard of .4dam or Noab, Ihould,bﬁ.a.qqdemmc;(.
for not living according to them, efpecijally when we. -
confider, that it was but in the lattes Aggs of the
World, ’that thie Fewifb' Rabbins be?n £0. commit -
thefe Tradiuons to. Writing, which’tis very proba- :
ble the antient Fews knéw' nothing of, fi jnge neithe SL
Sofephus, not Philo Fudecys,. take any. ,npn,cm Qﬂ th#
Precepts ift their Writings.

Therefore that  the. D;vme Aut,boqty f thofq:,
Di@ates of Right Rea‘fog, or Rules of. foe, called ;
the’Laws of Nature, might more evidently be de-
monftrated to all conTcIermg Men, jt. fqexhcd to me-
the beft and fitteft Method to mqunre into their Natu.:
ral Caufes as well mxcmal as exter.nal, Temote as-
nmear : “for1 m tracing this Series of Canfes and Effecis, ;
we fHafl at Taft be mors. ea?lly brought to. ,know-\
ledg of theé Will of Goa ‘their firft Caufe, from-
whof? intrinfick- Perfedtjois, and extripgck Santions,

“fit - Rewards and ' dye Pupifhments, ¢, have: en-

avotred to thew, that as s well thplg Anthority as;
Promnigatien is derived.”

1 g,ranf. the greagq grt of forme:erters have
been con %o fupp Tp that, thefe a;es of Reaw -
fon, and IA&s conforma"b thereunt.p, are tavght -
us by Nattge's or affirin in géneral that théy proceed,
from God;’ without fhewing ‘us ‘which way, or the

‘8% manner,

-
13
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. manner how : But it feemed highly neccflary to me,

to enquire more exally how the force of Objedts
from without, and that of our own Notions or Idea’s

from within us, do both concur towards the imprint-

ing, and fixing thefe Principles in our Minds, as Laws
derivedfrom the Will of God himfelf, Which Work
if it be well performed, 1 hope may prove of great
ufe, notonly to our own Nation, but to all Mankind ;
becaufe from hence it will appear, both by what
means Mens Underftandings may attain to a true
and natural Knowledg of the Divine Will, or Laws

of God ; fo that if they pra&ife them not, they may -

be left without excufe. And this Principle will like-
wifé ferve for a general Rule, by which the Municipal
Laws of every Common-wealth may be tried, whe-
ther they are Juft, and Right, or not; thatis, agreea~
blewith the Laws of Nature, and fo may be corrected,
and amended by the fupreme Powers, whenever
they have deviated from the great End of the Common
Good. And from hence mazt alfo be demonftrated,
.. that there is fomewhat, inthe Nature of God, as alfo
in our own, dnd alt other Mens Natures, which ad-.
minifters prefent Comfort and Satisfalion to our
Minds, from good A&ions, as alfo firm Hopes, or,
_ Prefages of a future Happinefs, as a Reward for them.
when this Life is ended ; whereas on the other fide
the greateft Mifery, and moft difmal Fears, do pro--
ceed from wicked, or evil A&ions, from whence the
Confcienice feems furnithed, as it were with Whips
and Scorpions, to corre& and punifh all Vice, and Im--
probity : So'that it may from hence appear, that Men

are not delided in their moral Notions, either by,

Clergy-men, or Politicians. . '

I grant, the Platonifts undertake to difpatch all
thefe Difficulties 2 much eafier way, and that is, only
by fuppofing certain innate Idea’s of moral Good and
Evil, impreft by God upon the Souls of Men. Buté

* . .
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1 muft indeed confefs my felf not yet fo happy, as to:
be able thus eafily to attain to fo greata P ion, as’
the Knowledg of the: Laws of Nature by this natufal:

Inftinét, or Impreflion: And it doth not at prefent'

feem to me either fafe, or convenient, to lay the whole:
Strefs of Natural Religion, and Morality upon an &y~
potbefis which hath been exploded by all Philofophers,
except themfelves, and which can never alone ferve
to convince thofe of .Epicurean Principles, for whom:
we chiefly defign thisWork : But whofoever will take:
the Pains. to ‘perufe, what hath been written againft
thefe innate Idea’s by the inquifitive, and fagacious’
* Author of the late Effay of bumame  \ Fibm Lok, |
Underftanding, will find them very, . — 77 7 °
hard, if not impoflible.to be proved: to have ever
been innate in the Souls of Men' befgre they came inw
to the World: Therefore asI fhall not take upon me,’
abfolutely to deny the Being, or flibility of fock
Idea’s, fo 1 fhall not make ufe of any Arguments
drawn from thence in this Difcourfe;; ‘thoI h
wifh that any Reafons, or Motives,: which may ferve
to ipromote true Vertie and Piety, may' prevail‘'as
far as they deferve, with'all fincere’ and honefd
Men. .- . . B N
And the fame Reafons, which deterred me from
fuppofing any natural Laws innate in our-Minds, havé
alfo made me not prefently fuppofe, .as many.da
( without any due proof) That: fuch /dea’s have: ex-
ifted in the Divine Intelle® from all Eternity. And
therefore 1 looked. npon it as moreproper, “dnd ned

ceflary. to begin from thofe things,. which.are moft

known, and familiar to us by osr Serifes, and from
fice to prove that certain Propofitions of immuta-
‘ble Truth prefcribing our Care of the Happinefs, -or
esmenon Good of all rational Agents confidered toge-
- ther, -are neceflarity.imprinted upon our Minds from
the Naturs of things, and which the firft Caufe perpes
P ' . tua. y
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taslly determtintefo to:a@t uponihem: And thit in
the Ferfns-of thefe- Profafitions .ace intrinfecally in-
deded an evident-Declayation: of: :their Truth: and
Certsinty, assprocetdingifrom: God the firft-Canfe in
thie:very inttinfick. Gonftitution-of . things : - From
whance :it: wilk:beralfo manifefty that fuch pra@ical.
mbﬁﬁons: ‘are; touly ‘anid  propetly. Laws,: as being
ired,” ands efbablithed by dne Rewards, and Pu-
mifbrhents:apaexéd: to.them by, him, as-the fupreme

begifldtor " cr o 0 c e o T
a:Hut -when :io fhll appear, * that: the Knowledg of
thefe Laws|,-and, a#radice conforinable.to them, -are
the_higheft Perfeétion). or moft bappy:State of our
Rational Natures, -itwilk:-likewife follow, that aPer<
fedvion analogdus: tothis Knowledg, and a Bra&ice
conformmable) to-thefe Laws, ‘muft neceffarily be in the
fioft: Caufe ; fromwhence:proceeds, not only.our-own.
 Mafuml Purféctions,i but alfo the moft wife Ordinati-
anmof: all Effeétsiwithout us, forthe icommon Confer-.
wdtiom iand:!Perfetiion of: the'whole Natural Syften,
ar niver{e,> and ofallithofeithings our Eyes- daily be-
keldi; ‘Fory thatiis Jook’d wpombyime as moft certainly:
that iv:mmuft be firft known what Juftiee is,
‘and what thofe Laws enjoin, in whofe Obfervation all
Jnftite confidisp béfore .we can’ diftindly know, that
- Jofkice ib 1o baastritmtedito-God; -and. that his Juftice
Bito; benconfideted by vdas 3 Rattern, or: Example
-, fov usei imitatei-:Binse iwé ‘do not know God' by an
i| dmediaten Intdithor: of his Effeace, or. PerfeGions,
! but only fromtherontward Effe@siof his Providence,
firft knowd by oup Serifes; and Experience:*Neither
v fdfetoaflic Attributes to him,. which we cannot
fafficientlyuaderftand, . or make oul;-fromth:ingsv:rioh‘-@
outms, . .. Lot ool g e SRS SN
-5 H(naviing hown fiewn’ you in- general, the. difference
beeween our Method; and-tirat:which othershave: his
therto folloved, it isfit wie:here dedlare, i@’wf?
Vi T T : words
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words as ‘we can, the. chicf: Heads of thofe things.
which we have deliveres i this Treatife.;! Sippafing:
therefore . thofe natural.Primciples :conostning the
Laws of Motioh,.and-Refl; fufficientlyideinpoftrateds
by Naturalifts (efpecizily fixch: as.. depend upon: Maw
thematicat Principles ) fmcecwe have palyhere um» ,
dertaken to demonfirate. thie true Grognds of. Morali {
Philofbphy, and :to:deducen them fram {emé fuppefed:
Rnowledg of Nature, dnd -asi they vefen to oam:Moral:
Pradice 4 d. have herevthesefope: fippafed all-the £
fe&ts' of: carporeal Motionsy awhicl ateimatoralanth
neceffary, and performed withoutanyIntdoventiqnaof
lumane iLiberty, . to be derived from the ‘Wilhof the:
firft Caufs.! . And; 24 (which Mx. Hebhd himfck
likewife.in-his Leviathan adnmity ) tthat friony :the €ona
fideration, and :Inquifitionxeato - thefe Canfes; .and
from the: Powers-and ©penations of natenal Bodies,
may be difcovered: the Exiftence of one Bternal;: Infi«
nite, ‘Opimipotent Beivg,. shich we.call Godl 1 . - »
So thateyery Motion inpr3{s'd uponithg-Oigans of
our Senfcs; wirerehy thexMind:is carrisdion to\ap pres
hend thitys withont tsy and to giveavight: judgmeng
upon them; isi naturadiiffedn; waith1by the Medias
tion of dtherinfepidun Ganddslowes:its Odiginal to the
firft Gaufen- [From. whesicedin. fallows; wieat Giod; by
thefe .matotat iMotious of: Caufts and Effeds; delines
ates the1/deals;  ar ‘kmagesf allrnatorali and: moral
A&ions.on quoMinds iy and: that the fameGod, aftet
be hatk thuy made ns drawrvarious Netions from :the
fame Objedsy:does them extite ~us toxxcompdre them,
with eath-other; ‘and thea join themtogether, and {i»
deterhines:us to.forin tmie fropbittionsbf .thethings)
thus fingly meoeived- and: underitood. | - So thatfomes
times a thingis expoledwhoje;cand all atodreto our
View, and fometimes it ifmove rnaturally.oonfidered
fucceflively ; or according. teiits:feveml partsz And
the Mind thereby perceives that the Notion of a whole,
SHe FHAG LISTEDy Perte iz AR figniies
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fignifies thefame with that of all the feveral Ideas of

the particular: parts. put: together, and fo is thence
aarried on to.make a Propofition of the Identity of the
whole, with-alt its partss and cantruly affirm, that
the fame- Caufes which preferve the whole, muftalfo
conferve all its conftituent parts ; and then from a di-
ligent Contemplation of all thefe Propofitions (which
jatly challenge the title: of the more general Laws
of Nature) -we may obferve, :that they are all reduce-
able to.ode Propofition, from whofe fit and juft Ex-
plication, all.the Limits or Exceptions, under which
the ¥. Propofitiony are propofed, may be
fought for, .and difcovered, as from the Evidence of
this one Propofition (which may be reduced into this,

or one of the like femle) Viz. . Twe Endeavour, as much
as we are able, -of the commaen Good of the whole Syftem of
Rational Beings conduces, as far as lics in our Power, to
#he Gooa..of. all .its feveral. Parcs or Members, in which
eur own, Felicity is.alfo comsdined, as part thereof ; where~
as the ABs oppufite to this Endaavour, do bring along with
shem Effe@s. quite oppofite: thereunto, awd will certainly
procure ous awn: Ruin or Mifery at lafi. “Therefore the
whole  Sum- of :this Propofition may bé reduced to
thefe three things: 1. That-whichconcerns the Mat-
ter of it; to'wit, -the Knowledg of its Terms drawn
from the Nature of Things: - Or, 2. Its Form, wviz.

the Connexibnof thofe Terms contained in.this pra- '
* &ical Propofition ; and ‘particularly fuch, which be-
- caufe of theRewards and Panifhments annexed to them,

may make it deferve to be called a Divine, Natural
i.aw, as proceeding from God, the Author of Nature.
Ox elfe;  3.: The Deduction of all other natural Laws
from this, ‘as their Foundation and Original, accord-
ing to~that refpe& or proportion they bear to the
common Good, or happieft State of the whole aggre-
gate Body of - rational Beings, S

But
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 But as to the Explication of the “Ferms' of this
Propofition, 1 hope the Reader will not be fcanda-

lizd, that we attribute Reafon to God, and have

reckoned him as the Head of rational Beings, fince . -

@ e do not thereby mean that fort of Reafon which
confifts in deducing Conclufions from prior Propo-
fitions, but rather that abfolute Omnifcience and per-
fe& Wifdom, which we underftand to be in God,
which Cicero himfelf could not better defcribe, than
by the Name of adulta Ratio, or the moft perfel®
Reafom. And if we Mortals can know, - or apprehend
any thing of him aright, it is as we do partake of
fome part, tho in an infihitely lower degree, of that
only true Knowledg and Underftanding. So that if
we canonce tightly judg that the common Good of
Rational Beings is the greateft of all others, it is no
doubt true, and no otherwife true, thanasit is fo ap-
prehended by theDivine Intelle&t ; as when itis de-
monftrated to us, that the three Angles of a Triangle
are equal to tworight ones ; no doubt but the Deilt(y
it felf had before the fame Idea of it. So likewife
if we have affirmed, that we can contribute any
thing to the good and happinefs of rational Beings,
by our Benevolence towards them, -and fo may fup-
-pofe, that there is a certain Good common tous and
the Deity, and which we may fome way ferve to pro-
mote ; we defire fo to be underftood, notasif we
imagin’d, that by our teftifying our Love and Honour
towards God, in any internal or external A&s of
Worfhip, we could add or contribute any thing to
his infinite Happinefs and Perfetions ; but only .as
. judging it more grateful and agreeable to. his Divine
Nature, if by our Deeds-we exprefs our Gratitude
and Obedience to him, by imitating him in our care of
the common Good of Mankind, than if we deny his
Being, or blafpheme his Attributes, and violate or
.contemn his Laws : So likewife, if iaour Thoughts,

\ Words
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Words and ‘Actions, we exprefs our Love towards
him, we donbt riet but it- is more pleafing and agree-
able to his Divine Nature, ‘than if by the contrary
Adions we fhould fignify our negle&t or hatred of him:
for if we abftra&ively compareany two rational Naé
tures together, we muft acknowledg a greater Simi-
litude, when one of -them:agrees and - co-operates
with the other; than if we fhould fuppofe 2 Difagree-
ment or Difcord between them,’ or that the'Ead or
Deflign intended by the one fhould be croffed or " op-
pofe§ by the'other. - Neither do 1fee what can hin- -
der, but that the fame may be affirmed, if one of
* thefe rational Natures be fuppofed to be God, and
the other only Man.” Therefore, as it is known by
our common ‘{enfe, that it is more grateful to any
~ Manto be beloved and - honoured, -than to be hated
and contéfined ; fo- it may befound by. a manifeft
Analogy -of Reafon, that it is more grateful to God,
the Head -of ‘rational Beingsy to"be -belov’d and ho-
noured by theé Service and Worfhip of us Men, than
to bé hated and contemned. For as the defire of be-
ing beloved argueth no Imperfe&ion inus; folikewife
in God, ‘it is-fo far from giving the leaft fufpicion
thereof,: that on the contrary it rather argues his
Goodnefs, fince our Natures-are perfeted to the
higheft dégree they are capable of by our Love to him,
and Obedience to his Commands. ~ So that when' we
fpeak of ‘any Gdod common to-us with the Divine
Natare, ‘it is only to be underftood analogically ; for
thof¢ things which we perceive to conferve or perfe@
our own Nature, wecall grateful to us, that is, as they
Yender the Mind pleafed and full of Joy, Pleafure,
and Satisfattion: : -And tho we confefs we cannot con-
tribute any thing to the'irfinite’Perfeétion of the De-
ity, yet fince this Joy or Complacency proceeding
from our;Love and Service'towards him, ‘may be con-
weived without any hopetfection, they, Ithink, m;y
4 : 4
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be fafely atttibuted to:his Divine Nature, and loold
upon as a fort of ‘Good endeavoured by us for him,
finceGad efteems our Lave and Serviee ‘as ‘the enly
Tribete we can.payhim.; and titerefore he hath infe-
parably anneked-thie higheft Rewards to this Loveof
himfelf-(as fhall be proved in this following Difcourfe)
which certainly he would never -have done, ‘unlefs it
had been his Will thatwe fhould thus ‘lave and wor-
fhip him.  Theréfore, if I fhould grant, that the
Divine Good or:Happinefs is not any waysadvanced
by our Worfip.of him ; yet will not this atal dero-
gate from our definition of endeavouring the com-
mon Good of ratienal Beings, which inay ‘be' made
out by thefe following Confiderations: -~~~ -+~

1. That all Rational Beings or Agents are, dand
~muft be confidered together, as naturally and ne-
ceflarily conftituting wne -intelleCaal yftem or 'So-
ciety, becaufe they agree tbgether to profecute one
chief End, ziz. The Cood of the Univetfe or World,
efpecially of that: intéltectval Syfbem, by the fitteft
Means applicable to'that end 3 fince, whilft they are
truly rational theyicannot differ in judging what is
that beft End, nor':avoid chufing the- fame neceflary
Means leading theresato. N

2. That altho God,: the Head of this 'intelle&tual
Syftem, be indeed incapable of any Addition to his
infinite Happinefs and Pesfetion, yet the whole'Sy-
ftem (inas much as it includes all firiite rational Be-
ings) is capable of improvement in thefe its finjte
parts, which Improvement God. cannot: -only defirg,
but -ever. did and ,will .promote, both by his own
Power, -as alfo by:thatiof all fubordinate volyntary
Agents, wherebyGod’s effential Goodrefs becomes
manifeft .to us.::and: the Good of the whole Syftem
may reafonably: be jidged ds grateful or pleafing to
God the head theréof, “altho it' can add nothing to
himfd... Thus in gmbrions all ‘the other vMen:‘bé;{s
SR . - daily
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daily grow and improve, after the Head or Brain is
fuppofed to have attained its full bignefs. -
Thefe voluntary or free A&ions of the faobordi-
nate Agents, when they concur with God’s Wifdom
and Goodnefs, are naturally and evidently known
to be more pleafing (as being rewarded by him) than
malevolent A&ions oppofite to this chief End, which
fight both againft God and Men ; nor does the con-
fideration of God’s rewarding fuch good A&ions,
imply any addition to his Divine Perfections. So that
our Benevolence towards God, and confequently our
Worthip of him, is but our free acknowledgment,
that he naturally and eflentially is (what he ever was
and will be) the fameinfinite, good and wife Difpo-
fer and Governour of the whole Syftem of rational
Beings ; and this our Benevolence, by giving him
Glory, Love, Reverence and Obedience, - thereby .
fulfils all the Duties of ‘Humanity towards thofe of
~our own kind, which anfwers both the Tables of the
moral, and natural Law ; and in this confent of our
-minds with the Divine Intelle&, confifts that com-
Jpleat Harmony of the Univerfe of intellectua) Beings.
- The great influence of thefe Principles upon all
the parts of Natural Religion, may be more fully ex-
prefs’d and made out by thefe following Confidera-
tions. o
1. The voluntary acknowledgment and confent of
our Minds to the Perfeitions of the Divine Nature
and A&ions, include the agreement and concurrence
of our chief Faculties, iz, the Underftanding and
Will, therewith; and moreover, naturally excite
all our AffeQions to comply with them, and fo ftrong-
%ydifpofe us in our future Life and A&ions, to con-
orm our felves to the imitation thereof, to the ut-
moft of our Abilities. Particularly thefe Principles
naturally produce in us, Firft, Praifes and Thank{-
givings toGod, private aad publick, for Goods 314
i ‘ ready
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ready done to our felves or others, wherein one efs
fential part of Prayer is contained,

2. Hence alfo arife Hope, Affiarice or Truft in
God, all which I acknowledg fulleft of affus
rance, when founded rnot only on Obfervations, or
palt Experience of Providences; but hath alfo reveal-
ed Promifes annex’d relating to. a future Good.

3. To. conclude, when our Acknowledgment and
high efteeim of the Divine Attributes mové us to the
imitation thereof, we muft needs thereby arife to
thole high degrees of Charity, or the endeavour of
- the greateft publick Good which we obferved God to

pro[%cute 3 and’ fuch Charity imports not only exa&
Juftice toall, but that oveiflowing Bounty, Tender-
nefs and Sympathy with others, beyond which Hus
man Nature cannot arrive; becaufe thefe net only
harmonioufly confent with the like Perfettionsin God,
. but alfo co-operate with-him, to the improvement

of the finite parts of the: rational Syftem, whereof
he is the infinite, yet fympathizing Head, who de-
clares he takes all thatis.done to the Members of this
intelleftual Society; ‘as don¢ to himfelf, » i

Neverthelefs, 1 profefs to underftaod this Sympas
thy or Compaflion .in God in' fuch a fenfe only s it
is underftood in Holy Writ, for that infinite concern
for thz good of his beft Creatures, which is contained
in his infinite Goodnefs, and is a real Perfe@ion of his
Natare, not implying any Miftke, ror capacity of
being leffened or hurt by the power of any man’s Ma«
lice, bug yet fully anfwers (nay infinitely exceeds)
that folicitous care and concern for the good of others,
which Charity and Compaflion work in the beft of
Men. ‘ ‘ E

In fitort, if the Reader will take the paias to pers
wfe the three firlk Chapters of this Difcont(e, he will
find that we have, in explaining the terms of this
Propefition, net only givena bare interpretation of .

b Words,
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‘Words, but alfo have propofed the true Notions
and Natures of thofe things  from whence they
are taken, as‘ far as is neceffary for our purpofe;
and may, obferve that by one Zld the fame labour
we have dire@&ly and immediately explained the
Power and . Neceflity -.of . thofe human A&ions
which .are required to the common Happinefs of all
men, and alfo to the private good and:neceflity of
particular Perfons. Altho .it feemed moft conveni-
ent to ufe fuch gereral words, which might in fome
fenfe be attributed to the Divine Majefty ; and I have
donc it with that defign, that by the help of this A-
nalogy thus fuppofed, notonly our obligation to Pie-
ty and Vertue, but alfo the Nature of Divine Juftice
and Dominion may be from hence better under-
ftood: 0 . . ¢
But as for what concerns. the form of this Propo-
fition, it.is evident that it'is wholly pratical, as that
which determines’- concerning the certain effe@ts of
“human Aé&ions.” But it isalfo to be noted, that al-
tho the words conduces or remders, in either of thefe
Propofitions, .are put in the prefent Tenfe ; yet it is
not limited to any -time prefent, butabftratsfrom
“it: And becaufe its truth doth chiefly depend upon
‘the Identity of the whole with all the parts, it is
‘as plainly true of all future time, and is as often ufed .
by us in this Difcourfe with refpe to future, as well
‘asto prefent A&tions. And therefore this Propofi-
tion is more fit for our purpofe, becaufe built upon
no particular Hypothefis ; for it doth not fuppofe
menborn in aCivil State, nor yet out of it, neither
confiders any Kindred or Relations among men, as
derived from the fame common Parents, as we are
-taught by the Holy Scriptures, fince the. Obligation
:of the Laws of Natureis to be demonftrated to thofe
- who do not yet acknowledg' them. Neither on the
- other fide, doth it fuppofe (as Mr. Hobbs doth in hjs
S . . (]
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deCive) agreat miany men already grown and fprung -
up out of the Earth like Muflircoms. But our Propoli-
tion, and all thofe things we have deduced from it,
_might have been underftood and acknowledged by the-
firft Parents of Mankind, if they had only confidered
themfelves together > with God, and their Pofterity
which was to come into the World. ~Neither mayit
lefs eafily be underftood and admitted by thofe Nas-
tions which have not yet heard of 4dam and Ewve. .
Befides, ‘it may not be amifs to obferve concertilrig
the fenfe of this Propofition, that in the fame words
inwhich the Caufe of the greateft and beft Effe® is’
laid down, there is alfo delivered in fhort the means’
. conducing to the chiefeft end ; becaufe the effe® of 4
rational Agent, after it is conceived in'its mind, and
hath determined to beftow - its endeavours.in produ-
cing it, is called the End, and the A&s or Caufes by.
which it endeavours toeffedt it, are called the Aeans 3
And from'this Obfervation may be fhewn a true Mes-
thod of reducing all thofe things which Moral Phjlos’
fophers have fpoken about the means leading to the:
beft end, into natural Theorems concerning the Pows:
er of human A&ionsin “producing- fuch-Bffe&s ; and:
in this form they may mor¢ -eafily be examined whe-
ther theyare true, or not, and may be mote evidents
ly demonftrated fo to be. ‘And alfs we'may hence
learn by the like Reafon how eafily all true know-
ledg of the force of thofe natural Caufes, which we
may any way apply to our ufe,does fuggeft fit AMediumy
for the attaining of the end defigned, ard fo may be
applied to Practice according to occafion. Laftly;
from thence it appears, that either of-thiefe Propofis’
tions, which we have riow laid down, ‘do {6 far dp+
proach tothe riature of 4 Law, asthey-refpedt an end-
truly wotthy:of; it, vix/ ‘The common good of all
rational Beings 3 or-elfe (if yon pleafe po:word it.o-
sherwi) the Honour or 'ngmip'aﬁwd cenjoir;‘t%
T ’ S R | W
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with the common Good and Happinefs of Mankind,
And tho it doth not yet appear that this Propofiti-
on is a Law, becaufe the Law-giveris not yet men-
tioned, neverthelefs I doubt not but you will find in
the Body of this Difcourfe, - that it hath 3ll things ne-
ceflary to render it fo, wix. God, confidered as a Le-
giflator, and his Will or Commands fufficiently de- -
‘clared to us, as a Law from the very conftitution . of
our Natures, as alfo of other things withont us, and
‘likewife eftablifhed by fufficient Rewardsand Punifh-
ments both in this Life and the next ; neither do we
fappefe it can be more evidently proved, that God is
the Author of all things, than that he is alfo the Au- .
- thorof thisPropofition concerning thecommon good
of rational Beings, or concerning his own Honour
and Worfhip, conjoined with the common Good of
Mankind. And tho I confefs we havebeen more
exa&, and have dwelt longer upon the Rewards that
we may expe&t from the obfervation of this Law,
than upon the Punifhments which are appointed for
the breach of it; and tho I know the Civilians have’
placed the Santion of Civil Laws rather in Punifh-
ments than Rewards 3 yet I hope-we have not offend-
ed, tho we a little deviate from their Senfe, and make
it part of the Sanction of this Law, that it isefta-
" blifhed by Rewards as well as Pupifhments, fince it
feems more agreeable to the Nature of things, whofe
Footfteps are ftrictly to be followed, to confider the
~ pofitive Ideas of Caufes and Effe&ts in our Minds, and
which do not receive either Negations or Privations
by our outward Senfes ; and our Affe@ions ought rae
ther to be maved by the Love or Hopes of a prefent
or future Good, than by theFear or Hatred of the
contrary Evil : For as no man is faid to love Life,
Health, and thofe grateful Motions of the Nerves of .
Spirits, which are called corporeal Pleafuves,'becanfe
he may avoid Death, Sicknefs or Pain;  but’ 'r;rther
v om .
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from their own intrinfick Goodnefs or Agreeablenefs
with our human Natures; fo likewife no rational
Man defires the Perfedtions of the Mind, to wit, the
more ample and diftinét knowledg of the moft noble
Objeéts, the happieft State of ratienal Beings can only
give him; -and this, not only that he may avoid the -
Mifchiefs of Ignorance, Enyy, and Malevolence ; bug
becaufe of that great Happinefs which he finds by ex-
perience to fpring. from fuch vertuous A&ionsand
Habits, and which render it moft ungrateful to him to
be deprived of them ; and fo the Caifes alfo of fuch
Privationsare judged highly grievous and troublefom.
From whence it appears, that even Civil Laws
themfelves, whenthey are eftablifhed by Punifhments,
¢. g. by the fear of Death, or lofs of Goods (if we
. confider the thing truly) do indeed force men to
yield obedience to them from the love of Life or Ri-
ches, which they- find can only be preferved by their
obfervation. Sothat the avoiding of Deathand Po-
verty, is but in other words, love of Life and Ri-
‘ches; as he who by two Negatives would fay he
would not want Life, means no more, but that he
defires toenjoy it. ‘To which we may likewife add;
that Civil  Laws themfelves ought to be confidered
from the end which the Law-makers regard in mak-
ing them, as alfo which all good Subjeits defign in
obferving them ; to wit, the publick Good of the
Commonwealth (part of which is communicated to all
of them in particular, and fo brings with it ‘a natural
Reward of their Obedience) rather than from the Pu-
nifhments they threaten, by whofe fear fome are de-
terred from violating them ; and thofe of the worft,
_and moft wicked fort of Men. T
But -tho we have fhewn, that the Sum of all the
. Precepts or Laws of Nature, asalfo of the Sanétions
annexed to them, are briefly contained in this Propo-
fition; yet its Subjeck is ftill butan endeavour, to the
b3 utmoft
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utmoft of our Power, after the common Good of the -

whole Syftem of rational Beings: this limitation of
the utmoft of our Power implies, that we do not
think our felves capable of 'adding any thing to the
Divine Perfections which ‘we willingly acknowledg
to be beyond our Powet. : So-that here is at once ex-
preft both our’Love towards:God, and Good-will ta
Mankind, who are the conftituent parts of this
Syftem. ' But the Predicate of this Propofition is,
that -which conduces t6" the “good of all its fingular
Parts,. or Members,. and‘in which our own Happinefs
is contained as one part thereof; fince all- thofe good

things, which-we can do for others, are but the Ef--

fects of thisiendeavour: So that the Sum of all thofg
Goods (of which alfo our own Felicity confifts?)
can never be mift either in’ this Life, or a better, as
the Reward of our obedience thereunto. So like-
wife to the contrary A&ions, Mifery in this Life, of
in that to come, are the ‘Punithments naturally due.

But the Connexion of the Predicate with the Subje&,

is both the Foundation of -the truth of this Propofiti-
on, and alfo aDemontftration of the natural Connexi-
on between this obedience and the Reward, as alfo
between the Tranfgyeflion “and the Punithmeént. > - -
. From whence the Readers will eafily obferve, the
true Reafon for which this pracical Propofition,
and all others that may::be drawn from thence, do
iobligé all rational Creatures to know, and underftand
;it ; whilft other Propofitions ( fuppofe Geometrical
ones ) tho found out by right Reafon, and To are
“Truths proceeding from God himfelf, yet donot ob-
Adige men toany A&, or Pratice purfuant'to‘them ;
but may be fafely neglefted by moft Men, to'whém
the Science ' of Geometry ~may not be neceflary :
swhereas the effedts of the'endeavour of the common
~ - Good,do intimately concern the Happinefs of all man-

it , ’ Endeai

-

E?‘.n-m -

LR ¥

kind, ( upon yhofe joint or concurrent Wills, and -

=,




-~ tothe Realler. - Xxxix
Endeavours, every fingle man’s Happinefs doth after
fome fort depend ) fo that.this Endeavour canby no
means be negleGted, without endangering the lofing.
all thofe hopes of Happinefs; which God: hath made:
known to us, from our own: Nature, ‘and ithe, Nature-
wof things ; and fo.hath fufficiéntly declared the Con-
nexion of Rewards and -Punithments; ‘with. all ‘our
Moral A&ions; from whbfe! Authority, as well this
general Propofition, as ail others which are: con~'
tained in it, muft be underftood torbecome Laws.

It is therefore evident from the terms of this Pro--
pofition, that the 9dequate, and immedidte effect.of:
our thus a&ing, concetning which this Law is efta«
blifhed, is whatever is grateful to God; and beneficial
to Men, thatis, the natural Good of - all the parts-of
the whole Syftem -of rational Beings: Nay-further,
it is the greateft of all Goods, which we can imagine,
or perform for them ; fince it is greater than the like -
good of any particular part,.or Member of.the fame
Syftem. And farther, it is thereby fufficiently de-
clared, that the Felicity of particular Perfons, is de-
" rived from this happy State of the whole Syftem;
as the Nutrition of any one Member of an- Animalis
produced by a due Diftribntion: of. the whole Mafs of
Blood diffufed. through :all the parts of the Body.
Erom whence it appears, -that.this Effetmuft'needs
be the beft, fince it fhews: us, that not .the private
Felicity of .any fingle Man:js.the’principal end of God
the Legiflator, or ought tobe fo.of any:one, who
will truly obey his Will ; and by a Parity of reafon
it alfo appears, that thofe:humane A&ions, which
from their own natural force and efficacy are aptto
promote the common Good, are' certainly better -
than thofe which do only ferve the private Good
-of any one Man ; and that by the fame proportion, asa
common ‘Good is greater thana private: ‘Solikewife
thafe A&tions, which take the neareft way to attain

b4 this
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this effe® as an End, are called Right, becaufe of
their natural Similitude with a right or ftreight line,
which is always the fhorteft between the two Terms.
But the fame A&ions, when compared with a Natu-
ral, or pofitive :Law, as a rule of Life; or Manners,
and are found conformablé to it, are called morally
ood, and alfo right; that’s, agreeable:to the Rule :
t the Rule it felf iscalled right, or dtreight, asit
fhews the neareft way to the End. But .| fhall refer
-you for the clearer. Explication of thefe things, to
what we have farther faid concerning them in the
‘Difcourfe it felf, efpecially in®the Second part,
wherein ‘we prove againit Mr. Habbes his-Principle,
that there’isa true Natural, and Moral:Good antece-
. denttoCivil Laws, ~—~ -~ - =~ '
But however, it ‘may not be amifs togive you in
fhort the Method which We take to prowe, that this
Law of endeavouring the common Goad, isreally and
.indeed, and not metaphorically a Law.. . 1. This ge-
neral Suppofition being premifed, That all particular
Perfons, who can either promoteor oppofe this com-
mon Good, are parts of that whole Body. of mankind,
which is cither preferved, . or prejudiced by their
- endeavours. 'Wefhall not now defcend to the parti-

cular Proofsas they are drawn from.the Caufes of -

fuch Aétions, of which we have partly treated in tie
Chapter of humane Natures and partly, from their

natural Effe@s and Coadfequences, of which we havé -

largely difcourfed, in the Chapter of .the Obligation
of the Law of Nature; as. alfo in the:Second part in
“our Obfervation on Mr. Holibes’s Principles all which

may neverthelefs be reduced to thefe plain Propofiti-
ons. 1. Aslhave obferved, it is manifeft, that our

Felicity, or higheft Reward, is effentially conneGed
by Ged the Legiflator, with the moft full, and con-
ftant exercife of our.natural Powers émployed about
~ the nobleft Objedts, and. greateft Effe@ts they can be

~ ¢capable
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capable of as proportioned to them: From whenceit -
may be gathered, that all men endued with thefe Fa-
culties are naturally obliged under the penalty of
lofing, or mifling of this their Mappinefs, to exer-
cife thofe Powers about the worthielt Objeéts, (ziz.)
God, and Mankind. ‘Nor can it be long doubted,
whether our Faculties nray be more happily exercifed

_in maintaining Friendfhip, or Enmity with ‘them ;
for I think it is certain, there can be no Neutra
State in which God and Men can neither be belpvid,
nor hated ; or in which we can ftand fo far Neazers,
as neither to do things grateful, or ungrateful to
them. Butif it begranted, that there isa manifeft
Neceflity ( if we will be troty happy ) of preferving
Amity both with God and -Men, here is thereby
prefently declared the San&ion ‘of this general Law -
of Nature, which we are now enquiring into ; for
this alone eftablifhes all Natural Religion, and :alfo -
all thofe things, which are neceflary to the Ha%pinefs
and prefervation of Mankind, which -are, befides
Piety towards God, (1.) ‘A-peaceable Commerce and
Agreement betweenthe People of divers Nations, as
treated of by the dLaw of Nations, which is but a
Brunch or fubbrdinate “‘Member ot this great Law of
Nature, (2.) The Conftitution, and Confervation of
a 'Civil ‘Society, or Commonwealth, which isthe .
Scope of .all Civil Laws. : And '(3.) The Con-
tinuance of Domeftick Relations, and ‘pri-
vate Friendfhips, concerning which the general Rules
of Ethicks, asalfo the more particular onesof Qe-
conomics, do prefcribe. = And therefore, we have
qput- together many things in the Chapter of humane
Nature, by which all particular Perfons of found
Minds are fome way ‘rendred capable of folargen
Society, and are either more nearly, or remotely
difpofed to'it. And we do here intreat the Reader,
that he will ngt confider thofe things, each 'pfi;thim ,
o ' 1ngly,
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fingly, or apart, but all together; fince from all
of them conjoined, he may raife:a fofficient- Argu-
ment to prove the Exiftence, and evince the San&ion -
of this moft general Law of Nature; and that Men
will neceflarily fail of their Happinefs, which chiefly
confifts in the adeqnate, or proper Exercife of their
rational Faculties; nnlefs they will exercife them in
cultivating this Amity, or Love both with God, and’
Men ; .to which Ends they are before all other Ani-
mals particularly adapted. : -
But from ‘the. Effe&s of fuch Acions conducing to
the Common good of Rational Beings, we havealfo
further fhewn, in the Chapter of the Obligation of
- the Laws of Nature, -that this San&ion by fufficient
Rewards and Punifhments, is moft commonly con-
nected with fuch Actions. And it is manifeft, that in
the firft place God, as the beft and wifeft of Ratio-
nzl Beings, is to be loved and honoured by fuch A&ti~
ans or Endeavours, as that the Goods, and Fortunes
of all innocent Perfons of what :Nation foever, are
thereby- fecured as -far as lies in our Power, and all
things profitable for particular Perfons; procured ac--
cording to the Proportion they bear ‘to the good of
the whole Body of Mankind ; fo that this Law will
not permit any thing to be done, which the Care of
the whole doth not allow: Nor can any thing be
fuppofed:more worthy a rational Creature, and from .
whencé greater effects can proceed, than a Will always .
.propenfe towards the good of this wholéBbdy govern-
ed by the Condu& of a Right Underftanding. .,
+ Therefore, fince it can certainly be foreknown,
-that fuch Effe&s will follow from this Endeavour, no
‘Man can be ignorant that all the Joys, and prefent
;:Comforts of true Piety and Vertue are therein contain-
ed, together with the hopes of a bleffed Immortality,
befides thofe many Conveniencies of Peace, and Com-
merce with thofe of other Nations, and all thofe
KON . Emolu-
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Emoluments both of Civil, and Doméftick ‘Govern-
ment, and privaté Friendfhips, which’ are connetted
with this Endeavour, as the common Rewards- there-
of, and ‘which cannot by any: Means within our
- Power be otherwife obtained. - So that, he who neg-
le&s the Care of the Common good, doth-alfo réje&t
the true Caunfes of his own Felicity,  and embraces
thofe of his Mifery, as a Punifhment due to his Folly.
In fhort, fince it‘js manifeft from the Nature of
things, that*the’ higheft Happinefs which we:can
procure for ouf {elves, ‘proceeds from our Care'both
of Piety to God,'an& ‘Love ‘and Peace with Men;
~and that the Endeaveur of thefe ¢an only be found
in his Soul,  who truly ftudieth the common Good of
all Rational Beings ; it is alfo evident, thatthegreat-
eft Rewards, that any one canacquire, are neceffa-
rily conne@ed with this Endeavour,: and that the Lofs,
or Deprivation_of this Felicity, doth neceflarily ad-.
here-as a Punifhment to the oppofite A&ions. The
former of thef€, “which declares the true Caufes of ali
that Felicity, which’ particular Perfons can thereby
obtain, we have proved: from Natural Effects found
by Experience. . The lattér, (viz.) Piety to God,
and- Charity or Benevolencé towards all Men, ‘are
contained in' the Endeavour of the common Good ;
and we have alfo'proved in the fourth Chapter, that
all Vertues, both private and publick, are contained
in'this Endeavour.” - - I Py
““'But ‘becaufe the Connexion of Rewards and-Pu-
nithments, that follow thofe A&s which are for the
cb‘g;mpn Good, or oppofite to it, is fomething obfcy--
'fﬁ by thofe Evils'which often befal good Mén, and
thd¥ good things which too frequently happen to Evil
ones, it willbe efough forus to fhéw, that notwith-
“ftanding all thefe; the Connexion between them is fo
- fufficient]y conftant, and manifeft-in the Nature of -
things, that froni ‘thénce may be certainly gathef;d
T W R ’ - ; the
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the San&ion of the Law of Nature, commandin
the former, and prohibiting the latter A&ions. An
we may fuppofe thofe Punifhments to fuffice for its
Sanétion, which (all things rightly weighed ) much
¢xceed the Gain that may arife fromany A& done
contrary to this Law.. Bat in comparing of "the

~ Effe@s which do follow good A&ions on onc hand

and Evil ones on the other, thofe good, or evi

- Things ought not to be reckoned in to the Accaunt,

which  eitber cannot be acquired, or avoided by any
humane Prudence, or Induftry; fuchas thofe which
proceeding from the natural Neceflity of External
caufes, may happen to any one by mere Chance, and
fuch as are wont to fall out alike, both to good and
bad. Therefore we fhall only take thofe in to our
Account, which may be forefeen and prevented by
humane Forefight, as fome way depending upon qur
own Wills or Ads. : . o
But I muft acknowledg, that thefe Effetts do not all

depend upon our own particular Powers, but many

of them do alfo proceed from the good Will and En-
deavours of other Rationals; yet fince it may be
known from their Natures, as they are agreeable to

our own, that the common Good is the beft, and

and that their Natural Reafon vequirgs that they

~ fhould a& for ga End, and rather for this than any

other lefs good, or lefs perfed : And that itis more-
over known by Expericnce, that fuch Effects of ni.
verfal Beaevolence, may be for themoft partob-

‘tained from others, by-our own benevolent Ations;

& is jolt that thofe Effe@s fhowld be pumbred .or

‘efteemed among thofe Confequences, which 'do for
_the.moft part fo fall out, becaufe every Man iseftegm-

:ed. able to do whatever he.can perform, .or obtain by

the Affiftance of others. So that the whole Reward
. which is conneé¢d to.good Adions, by the .natural
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Conftitution: of Things, is fomewhat like thofe
Tributes of which the publick Revenues confift,
which do not only arife out of conftant Rents, but
alfo out of divers contingent Paymeats, fuch as
Cuftoms or Excife upon Commodities, whofe Value,
altho it be very great, yet is not always certain, al-
beit they are often farmed out at a certain Rate.
“Therefore in the reckoning up of thefe Rewards,
not only thofe parts thereof ought to come into Ac-
count, which immntably adhere to good AQions,
fuch as arc that Happinefs which confifts in the
Knowledg and Love of God, and good Men, the
abfolute Government of our Paflions, the fweet Har-
mony and Agreement betwixt the true Principles of
our Adtions, and all the parts of our Lives, the Fa-
vour of the Deity, and the Hopes of a blefled Im-
mortality proceeding from al thefe : But there ought.
alfo to be taken into the Account, all thofe Goods,
which do (tho contingently ) adhere to them, and

which may either happen to us from the good Willef .

others, or flow from that Concord, and Society,
which is either maintained between divers Nations,
or thofe of the fame Commenwealth ; and which we
do, asfar as weare able, proture for our felves by
fuch benevolent A&ions. And by the like Reafon,
we may alfo underftand of -what particslarsall that
Mifery, or thefe Punifhments may confift, which is
conneted with thofe AQs ' that are hurtful to the.
common Good. . '
So that all of us may learn, from the Neceflity of
the Condition in which we are borr and live, to
efteem contingent Goods, and to be drawn toa&
the Hopes of them ; for the Air it &lf, which is {
neccflary for our fubfiftence and ‘prefervation, doth
hot always benefit cur Blood, / or $pirits, but is
fometimes infeGted with deadly Steams, -and ¥apours:
Mor can 6ur Meat, ‘Drink or Exercife .a,lm,'ysfprc»
) : eIve
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‘férve our Lives, but do often "generatc' Difeafes. .

And Agriculture it felf doth rot always pay the Huf>
band-man’s Toil with the expe&ed Gain, but fome:
times he even lofes by it. And fure we are not lefs
naturally drawn to the Endeavour of the common
Good, than we are to fuch natural A&ions from the
Hope of a-'Good, . that may..but probably proceed
“from them. But how juftly we may hope for a con-

fiderable: Return ‘from all others, jointly confidered, -

for all 6ur Labours beftowed upon the.common Good 3
we fhall be able to make the beft Account of, when
we confider what our.own Experience, .and the Hifto:

ry of all Nations for the time paft, may.teach is to

have befallen thofe who have either regarded, or de-
{pifed this great End.: - - L
But becaufe the whole Endeavour of this common
Good, contains no more but the Worthip of the Dei-
ty, the Care of Fidelity, Peace, arid Commerce: be-
- twixtNations, ‘and the inftituting, and maintaining
Government both Civil and Doméftick, as alfo par-
ticular Friendfhips, as the parts thereof taken toge-
ther ; it is manifeft, that the Endeavour of all thefe
expreft by a mutual Love and Afiiftance, muft in
fome degree be found among all Nations, as necefla-
ry to their own Happinefs and Prefervation :. Nay,
it feems farther manifeft to me, that thofe who attain
_but to the Age of Manhood do owe all thofe paft
Years, much more to the Endeavour of others beftow
edupon the common Good, than to their own Care,
which in their tender Age was almoft none at all.

For we thendo altogether depend upon, and-owe our -

Prefervation to that Obedience, which others yield:as
well to Oeconomical Precepts, as to all thofe I.aws
both Civil and Religious, which do wholly proceed
from this Care of the common Good. So that it
1is certain, that if afterwards we expofe our Lives to
danger, yea, if we lofethem for the publick Good,
S - i | we
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we fhould lofe much lefs for its fake; than we did be-
fore receive from it for we do then only lofe the
uncertain Hopes of- future Enjoyments, whereas'it is -
evident that fcarce fo much as the Hope of them can
remain to particular Perfons where the common Good
is deftroyed ; for we have thence received the real
Pofleflion of all thofe Contentments of Life, -with
which we are bleft : And'therefore we are bound in
Gratitude, as well as Intereft, to return thofe again
whenever ‘they ‘are” lawfully required of us; tho I
grant (for the Honour of the Gofpel) that the firm-
eft Encouragements, and greateft Reward we Men
can have for expofing, nay, lofing our Lives for the
Benefit, or Service of the Common-wealth, isthat
Happinefs we may juftly expet in another Life after
this. S : ‘ :

Thefe things feem evidentto us, asrefembling that
Method whereby we are naturally taught, that the
Health, and Strength of our whole Body is preferv-
ed by the good Eftate of its particular Members, in’
its receiving Food, and Breath: Altho fometimes
Difeafes may breed within the Body, or divers out-
ward Accidents (‘as Wounds, Bruifes, and the like) -
do happen to it from without, which may hinder
the particular Members from receiving that Nourifh-
ment that is neceflary for them: And we are taught
_after the fame manner by the ‘A&s immediately pro-
moting the common good, that the Happinefs of par-
ticular. Men (‘which are the Members of this natural
Syftem ) may no lefs certainly- be expected, nor are
* lefs naturally derived from thence, than the Strength
of our Hands doth proceed :from the due State of the
whole Mafs of Blood, and nervous Juice : Tho we
confefs that many things may  happen, which: may
caufe this general Care of the whole Body of Man-
kind, .not always to meet with the good Effect we de-
fire 3 fo-that particular Perfons may for certain in-

y ' - ~fallibly
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fallibly enjoy all the: Felicity they can hope for, ar

expect : Yet this isno Argumentagainftit, any more
* than that the taking in of Air, and Aliments, ( how-

ever neceflary for the whole Body ) fhould prevent

all thofe Accidents, and Diftempers it is fubject to,
- ‘finge it may happen as well by the violent, and unjuft
-Aé&ions of our fellow Subjetts, (like the difeafed

Canftitution of fomeinward part) or by the Invafi-
onof a foreign Enemy (likea Blow, or other out.
ward Violence ) that good Men may be deprived in
this: Life of fome Rewards of their good Deeds, and
may alfo fuffer divers outward Evils; Yet fince thefe

~are more often repelled by the Force of Concord,

and Civil Government, or are often fhook off after
fome fhort Difturbances, either by our awn private
Power, or elfe by that of the Civil Sword, as Difeafes
ar¢ thrown off by a healthful Crifis,or Effort of Nature.,

" So that notwithftanding all thefe Evils, Men are more

often recompenfed with greater Goods, partly from
the Afliftance of others, but chiefly from that of Civi}
Government, or elfe of Leagues made with Neigh-
bouring States : From whence it is that Mankind hath
never been yet deftroyed, notwithftanding all the
Tyranny and Wars, that Mens unreafonable Paflions
have exercifed, and raifed in the World ; and that
Civil Governments, or Empires, have been more
lafting than the moft long-lived Animals. From all
which it is apparent, that the depraved Appetites of .
divers Men, or thofe Paflions which do often produce

~ Motions fo oppofite to the common Good, ought no

more to hinder us from acknowledging the Natural -
Propenfities of all the reft of Mankind ( confidered

together ) to be more powerfully carried towards
that which we every Day fee may be procured there-
by, (viz.) The Confervation and farther Perfection
of the whole Body of ‘Mankind, than thatdivers Dif-

. eafes breedingin the parts of Animals, or any Wt‘a
o | war
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ward Violence fhould hinder us from acknowledging,
that the Frame of their Bodies, .and the Natural
Fun&ion of their parts are fitted, and intended by
God, for the Confervation of- Life, and the Propaga-
tion of their Species, ‘

But that “we may carry on this.Similitude, ( be
tween a living Body and its particular Members,
with the whole Body of Mankind, andall the Indivi-
duals contained under it) a little farther, Iwill here
give you AMonfieur Pafcal’s Excellent Notion concern-
ing this common Good, as it is publithed in thofe
Fragments, Entituled, Les Penfeesde Mon- =~
freur Pafcal, fince it both explainsand con- dV‘d‘P&h‘P’
firms our Method, He there fappofes, nopaion
¢ That God having made the Heavens, o
¢ and the Earth, and divers other Creatures, not aé
¢ all fenfible of their common Happinefs, would alfo
¢ make fome rational Beings which might know him,

* and might make up one Body confifting of rational
¢ Members ; and that ail Men are Members of this
Body: fo. that it is neceflary to their happinefs,
that al particular Men, as Members of this Body,
conform their particular Wills to the Univerfal Wiil
of God, that governs the whole Body, as the Head
or Soul thereof. And thoit often happens, thag
one Man fallly fuppofes himfelf an independent Be-
¢ ing, and fo will make himfelf the only Centre of all
* his Actions ; yet he will at laft find himfelf whilft
.¢ in this State, (feparated from the Body of ratio-
¢ nal Beings, and who not having any true Principle
¢ of Life, or Motign, doth nothing but wander a-
¢ bout ) diftra&ted in the uncertainty of his own Be-
¢ ing; but if ever he comes to a true knowledg of
. ¢ him{elf, he will find, that he is not that whole Bo- .
¢ dy, bunt only a fmall Member of it, and hath np
¢ proper Life, and Motion, batas he is a part there-
¢ of : So that to regulate our Self-love, every Man
: ' < ‘ aught
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¢ ought to imagine himfelf, but one fmall part of
* this Body’of Mankind, compofed of fo many intel-
¢ ligent Mémbers'; and to know what Proportion of
¢ Love every Man oweth himfelf, let him confider
¢ what Degree of Love the Body ‘bears to any oné
¢ fmall fingle part, and fo much Love that part
¢ (if ithad fenfe ) ought to beftow upon it felf, and
“ “nomore: All Self-love that exceeds this is unjuft,
So far'this fagacious contemplative Gentleman thought -
long fince, tho I confefs he doth not proceed to fhew
in'what manner the Good of every individual Perfon
depends upon the Happine(s of the whole Body of
Mankind, as our' Authot hath here done; tho no
' doubt, he was admirably well fitted to do it, if he
had lived to reduce thofe excellent Thoughts into a
fet Difcourfe. . :
' We have delivered in this Epitomy the Sum of that
Method, by which we have enquired into the San&ion
‘of the Lawsof Nature, in which we have confidered
‘all the Felicity raturally flowing from good Aions,
" as a Reward annexed to them by God the Authorof
‘Nature ; and their Lofs, or contrary Evils that follow
© them, as a Punifhment naturally flowing from their
Tranfgreflion : And indeed, our Method feems very
much confirmed from the common Confent of Man-
kind, fince all Men, of however different Opinions
concerning Moral Principles, do yet agree in thig,
~that good A&ions ought ftill to be encouraged by
Rewards, and evil ones to be reftrained by Punifh-
ments; in this all 'Se&s of Philofophers, however
guarrelling among themfelves, do agree; as alfo the -
Founders of all Religions, and the Makers of all
Civil Laws, have made this their main Foundation 3
Ndy, thofe, who would feem moft to neglett all Re-
~ ‘wards, and would deduce all Vertues from Gratitude
- alone, yet find it neceffary to acknowledg this Grati-
.tude to proceed from the Memory of Benefits 1;3-
A - cev'd.
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céid:. But fure it fill argues 45 ‘much Love towards
our felves,; when we are perfwdded to do our Duty by
a Confideration of Benefits already received; ds when.
- wedo it for the fame things to be received hereaftet 3
- yea, he feems to a&t more generoufly, who is moved
to adt for a Goed only in expetation, than he who
doth as much for the like good thing$ which he al-
ready enjoys. R L

But this Method which we havé. hére taken to e~
duce all the Laws of Nature to this fiigle Propofition,’
of endeavouring the common Good; {eenis the more
© convenient, becaife its proof is miore eafie, and ex-

pedite than that of fo-mdny Rules, whicharewont
to be propofed by Philofophers, and the Memory will
be lefs burthened by the daily Remembrance of -this
one Propofition, than -of many ; ‘efpecially when wé
are direted to-it from the Nature of thi§ common
Good, as a Meafure whereby the Judgmentof any

confidering Man, may put Bounds to his own Ations |

and Paflions, in the doing of which’ all Moral Vertue
confilts. And this Work Ariftotle hath reconimended |
to the Judgment of every rational Man in his Defini- -
tion of Vertue, tho.he hath riot.indeed thewn us the
Rule of making this Judgment 3 whereas our Propo-
fition teacheth us, that the Rule is tobe takenfrom -
the Nature of the beft, and greateft End ; that is,
Refpec beirig had to all the parts of thé whole Syftem
of rational Beings; ‘or of that. Commodn-wealth of
which God is the Head; and-all the Meritbers dre his
Subjedts. . S L
And from this Principle is alfo to be derived that
Ordert; or Preference athongall thie particular Laws
of Nature, according to which, the former doth ftill
reftrain, or limit the latter; whicli Dt. Sharrock hath
prudeéntly, and folidly obférved in liis Book De Officiisy
Chap. 10. As for Example, that there is a prior
Reafon for dbftaining from.invading that which is ane-:
. ‘ t2 . thers]
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thers, than of obferving Promifes; and likewife
there is agreater Account to be made of Faith once
given, than of returning Benefits, é¢. But the true
Ground of all thefe Rules is only to be found in our
Principle, becaufe it more conducesto the common
Good, thata prior Law of Nature concerning mak-
ing, and preferving Properties fhould not be violated

by the Invafion of anothers Right, thanthat any one -

fhould obfervea Compat, or Promife, when it can-
not be done without fuch an Invafion; and there is
-the like Reafon in obferving thofe other Laws, which
we have reckoned up in the following Difcourfe, ac-
cording to their due Order and Dignity: fo that in-

~ - dged no Man ought to wonder, that we have fo pofi- .

tively afferted, that no Vertue can be explained with-
out a Refped to the Stateof all rational Beings, or

-, of the whole intelleual World ; for we fee in Natu-

ral Philofophy, that the Accidents of Bodies daily
obvious to our Senfes, fuchas are the communication
of Motion, Gravitation, and the A&ion of Light
- aad, Heat, Firmpefs and Fluidity, Rarefaction and
Condenfation, - can pever be explained, without a
.Refpect to the whole Syftem of the: corporeal World,
and the Motion. therein to be preferved. Laftly,
from this order among the Laws of Nature, whereby
all the fpecial ones are ftill made fubordinate to this
general oneof the common Good, and the loweft of
them to the higheft, it may eafily be fhewn, that God
never difpenfes with them, unlefs in thofe Cafes, in
which the Obligation of a lower, or lefs Law, may

feem to be taken away, and the nature of the A&ion -

{o changed, as that there may be only. place left for
the Obfervation of the higher. . . - .~ .

. To conclude, we have here likewife fhewn, that
the Generation of all. Commonwedlthsis. to be dedu-
ced: from thefe two Principles, ténding to this great
End of the common Good of Rationals,  viz. firft,

' rom
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from that which commands the Conftitution of 2 di- -
ftin& Property in things, and in the labours or en+
deavours of Perfons; where no fuch Property is yet
inftituted, aad where it isfound to be fo, to preferve
it inviolate, as the chief and neceffary Medium to
thiscommon Good. 2, From that Law which com-
mands a peculiar [ .ove, or Benevolence of Parentsto-
wards their Children ; for this could never-have ex-
erted it felf, unlefs our firft Parents had permitted
their Children when grown up. to enjoy a part of
thofe neceflaries of Life, which were needful for their
future Subfiftence 5 and fo from many fuch Fathers of
Families joining together by mutual Compads for
common- Defence, might arife the firft Governments
in f.he World, of whatfoever kind you pleafe to fup-
e o e
poBut in the following Difcourfa, we have thought it
beft to confine our felves within the bounds of Philofo-
phy, and have wholly abftained from Theological
Queftions: And therefore we have not faid any thing
concerning Cood, -or Evil Spirits, or Angels, or ta-
ken in their Good or. Happinefs, into our Hypothefis 3
for tho I doubt :ngt.of the Exiftence of fach intelli-
gent Beings, yet it is -certain, 'all we can underftand
of; them proceeds wholly from Divine. Revelation,
or humane Traditiot; neither of - which are true
.mneans of obtaining Philefophical, or natural Know-.

fs for the Second part of this Treatife, in which
is cgntained the Confutations of fome of Mr. Hobbes’s
Principles, or Azguments ; fince the Firft part is en-
tirg withont it, and that the truthris a fufficient Proof

‘to it felf, 1 leave itito the difcretion of the Reader,
* whether he will trouble himfelf to perufe it, or not,

fince all Mens tempers do not alike ' fute with the

~Sudy of Controverfies; but it was neceflary not only
~$91ay a Foundation of better Moral Principles, but

€3 : alfo
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alfo to thew the Falfhood, and Vanity of thofe he hath
Y3id down 5 fince otherwife ' it. might "have beent
- thought by fome, that they were altogether unanfwe:
rable: Yet I hope we have performed " this -unplea-
fant Task, without refle®ing upon the ‘Memory- of
the Dead, and difturbing the Afhes of a Petfon; who
whilt he lived, ‘was (as muft- be: acknowledged
gven by his Enemies.) ronfiderably famous, both fot -
Wit and Legrning. ~ TN
- I have little: more to add, but that I doubt not )
PUL our learned Author ( whofe Work'I *have now
- abridged ) hath hit upon that true Method of provin
Bk 8. Chap. 5, the Law of Nature, which the' Lor
PR S Chap. 3 Bacan in his Advancement of Learning,
¢ tells the Reader:he defired to fee well performed;
¢ and that his Defign was to make enquiry into the -
¢ true Fountains of Inttice, -and publick Utility 5 and
* foinevery part of the Law, to teprefent'a kind of
¥ Real Charadter, or Idea of that which is truly jufty
¥ by which general Mark, he that will bend his ftudy
¢ that way, and examine the ‘Grounds, or endeavour
the Amendment of . the Laws of ‘particular- King=
* doms, orStates, may be truly guided in this noble
¢ Undertaking..- And he there ‘proceeds to give fome
general Aphorifms, which ‘he calls the Idea’s of Uni=
‘Verfal Juftice, and. his Fifth Aphorifm is very home to
our purpofes for hic there tellg us, ‘that the main End
towhich all Laws . fhould tend, and whereunto they fbould
diret their  Pecrees . and :Sandtions, is only the cormmon
Good, or. Felicity of the People. And fure this could
“have na Foundation; but as the Felicity of any parti.
kular-People, or Nation is contained: in the general
ot cmmpn Good - and Happinefs ‘of rationa} Bes
}ngS.* L L R S A 5!-’."2"“. tee
: . 4nd tho I grant that oyr Facultiesare not fitted to
‘prerce. into the internai ‘Fabricky -and realEflences of
Bodies, as the shovementioned: Author- of  the Effay
R SR IR LT Eo 00 g of

(o sty Lot

ot




TN T

— : : i

to the Reader. © lvi
.of bumane Underfianding, hath very well obferved::
Yet in .the fame place he alfo grants, ¢ That the:
¢ Knowledg we-have .of them, is ci‘ufﬁ_cicnt to diko-
¢ ver to us the Being of, a God, and of 3 Divine Pro=*
¢ vidence 3 and that the Knowledg of our felves, and-
¢ the Natare of other things is fufficient to lead us
¢ into a full, and clear Difcovery of our Duty to-'
¢ wards Him, as being the great Concernment of oyr
$ Lives; and that it- becomes us as rational Cyetures
¢ to employ our Faculties about what theyare moft a-*
¢ dapted to,” and- follow the dire&tion of Nature,

_ ¢ where it feems to point us out the way.. So that:itc
¢ js highly reafonable to conclude, thatour proper.
* Employment lies in moral, rather than natural
¢ Truths. And therefore the fame Author i his,
Fourth Book, and Third Chapter, pag.274. hath
this Paflage: * Theldea of a Supream Being, infinite.
¢ in Power and Widom, whofe Workmanfhip we;
¢ arg, and on whom we depend, and the Idea of our
¢ felves as underftanding, rational Creaturés, being
¢ fuch as are clear to us, thefe would, I fuppofe, if

* ¢ dnly confidered, and purfued, afford fuch Founds-;

¢ tions of our Duty, and rules of Agion, .as might

¢ place Morality amongft the Sciences capable of De~
¢ monftration ; wherein I doubt not, but from Prige
¢ ciples as inconteftable as thofe of the Mathematicks;
¢ by neceffary Confequences, the meafures of Right'
¢ and Wrong might be made out to any one that will
¢ apply himfelf with the fame indifferency and attens
¢ rion to the one, as he doth to theother of thefas
¢ Sciences. And in the Twelfth Chapter of the fame
Book, he faith, p. 325. ¢ This gave me the Confix
¢ dence to advance that Conjecture, which I fuggeft-
¢ ed,” Chap. 3. wviz. That Morality is capable -of
¢ Demontftratien as well as Mathematicks; For the
¢ Idea’s that- Etbicks are converfant about, being all
¢ real Effences, and fuch asIimagine havea difcoves

SO e rable
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¢ rable Connexion, and Agreement one with ano- -
¢ ther; fo faras we can find their Habitades and Re-
¢ lations, fo far we fhall be poffe(fed of certain, real,
¢-and general Truths : And I doubt not, but if a
¢ right method were taken, a greacpart of Morality
¢ might be made out with that clearnefs, that could,
¢ leave to a confidering. Man no more reafon to,
¢'doubt, than he could have to doubt of the Truth
. of any Propofitions in Mathematicks which have
- ¢ been demonttrated to him.

And I am confident our Author liath found out this
only right method, and made ufe of the fitteft De-
monftrations for the Proof of this Principle of the
common Good of rational Beings, as the Sum of all-
natural Laws j fo that] hope you will have no caufe 1
to doubt, but that he hath as fully proved it tobe fo, ‘
asif hehad given us fo many Mathematical Demon-
ftrationsof it. , :

But fince, as in the Mathematicks, there are requir+
ed certain Principles, or Poftulata, which muft be ta-
ken for granted, before its Profeflors are able to de-
monftrate any thing from them ; fo we fhall reduce all
we haveto fay on this'Subje&, into Six plain Poffulata s
the Thret firft of which having been already made out
by others both in Latin and Englifh, I fhall wave the
Proof of them, and confine my felf wholly to the
Three laft : The Propofitions are thefe. o
i 1. That there is one Infinite, moft powerful, in-
telligent Being, which we call God, who is the Au-
thor; and Creatot of the Univerfe, or World. .
= 2., That God, ashe hath created, fo he likewife
governs, and preferves this World, confiftingof Bo-
dies:and Spirits; by certain corporeal Motiofis, and -
the Dicates of Reafon, by which they a& as'the
chief Inftruments of his Providence. . N
© 3. That God thereby maintains, and preférves all
his Creatures, and farther defigns'the Happinefs, l:mcl
S . . Pre
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Prefervation of fuch of them as are fenfible, as far

as their frail and mortal Natures will admit, and that

;P:wer which God hath given to Mankind over
em. : \

4. That of all animate, or fenfible Creatures,
God hath made Man alone to be confcious;of hisown
Exiftence; and alfo that it is more particularly his
Duty, to a& as his fubfervient Inftrument ; not only
for his own private Good,..and Happinefs, but
alfo for the common Good: of :all rational Beings.

5. That this knowledg of God's Will, as our Du-
ty, is plainly difcovered tous, from the Being and
Nature of God, asalfo of our felves, und of thofe

- things without us, which he hath inade neceflary for.
our ufe, and prefervation.. . . .. . o

6. That. thefe Dicates, or Conclufions of right
reafon, all tending;to-one great End, mz. the com-
mon Goed of rational Beings, { in whichour own 5
contained ) being given us by God asa Légiflator, fot
the well governing, or right ordering of our A&ions
to this End, conftitute the Law of Nature ; as being
eftablied by fufficient. Rewatds and “Punifhments,

bothiin,this Life, and in that to-conve.: . g
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' BOOKSELLER.
A~ E Learndd Autor of this Treatife fent it to

. e (then ibeing inoa’ Private Station) above: a
T year Ago!y bus tben.concealed bis Name from me,,
eitber through bis great Modefty, or becaufe in bis Prudence’
ba. thought: that i I knew him, I might be biaffed in my

\

Sudgment, by the Honour.which.I am cbliged to have to bis
 Family, and efpecially to bis Grandfatber by bis Mother’s

fide; the, maft Learned + Primate of Ireland.” Wherefore I
read-the: Book seithosst any . refpedt o the unkwown Writer,
and confidered only the Merits of the. Performance. Thus
L foynd ¢thas be:bad not.only well tranflated and epitomized-
im. Jome places what I bad writtensn Latin, but bad fully
digefted the .cbsef -things of my Defign in awell chofen:
Mathod.of . big own,. with great Per[picusty, and bad added =

ome Iluftrations-of . bis own, or from other Learned Au-
thors, tith a Philofophical Liberty, which I muft needs al-
low. - For this Reafon I judged that the then unknown Au-

- thor had given too low a Title to bis Book, and that I was

to efteem bim a good Hyperafpiftes, or able Second, in
this Combat for Truth and Fuftice, rather than a Tranfla-
tor or Epitomizer of what I bad written.  This obliged me
to emiuire diligently after the Aushor’s Name and Quality,
andthen 1 foon obtained the Favor and Honour of 4 more
intimate Converfation with him.  Hereby I quickly found
that I might fafely leave the Masntenance of that good
cT | Caufe

+ Archbifhop Ufber,
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Caufe in which I was engaged, to bis great Abilities and
‘Diligence; And 1 bope.that fince this Learned Gentleman .
hath conquer’d the Difficulties.of the Search into the Rife of
the Laws of Nature, now many of our younger Gentry
will be encouraged to follow bim in the way which this bis
Treatife makes phain before shem. For from thence they
may receive affiftance, not only to difcern the Reafonable-
nefs of all Vertue and. Mordlity, which is tbeir Duty and
Ornament as they are Men, but alfo they mdybere fee the
true - Foundations of Civil Govermment and Property,
which they are moft obliged to underftand, becaufe, as Gen-
tlemen, they are born to the greateft Intereft in them both;
1 need add no more to give you Affurance that 1 freel
conﬁmt to your Prmtmg of this Book, and 4m ‘

Tour affedionate Friend, .

mc. Pe_terboxoug .
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Brief . chet:tibn of tbe meacc ‘Tth tbe Law of
A Nature can only be learnt from tbe Knowledg of a
God, and from the Nature of Things, andof Mankind
in geneml ¢ 1.

A frate of the Qe]hon between us and the prcureans
and Scepticks, § 2.

Tbe Method propofed, in'what manner e are to enquire
into the Nature of things, and of Mankind, in order to

Poesevkraimg®ndin) Peapofitions, that _[ball carry with
them the Obligation of Natural Laws § 3.

The Soul fuppofed to be rafa Tabu}a, without any in-
nate Idea’s.  Our method propofed of confidering God
as the Caufe of the World 3 and all Tbings and bumane

 Attions, as [ubordinate caufcs and effedts, either bin-

dring, or promoting our common Happmefs and Prefer-
vation, § 4.

Al the Laws of Nature deducible from hence, as fo
many pm&zcal Propofitions, and all our obfervations or
' g {id 9 @Uciblg. §b one Propofition, of the higheft
* Behevolence of vational Reings towards edch other, as
the fumof all the Laws of Nature and wbﬂt is meant
by this Benevolence, § 5.
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What things are m'ce][Zixy to be known o fuppofed, in .

order to the knowledg of tbu ummrfat Benowlcnce :

$ 6. .

¢ The Connexion of the ‘Terms of* this Propo/ihon prowd,l
and what s to be colleFed from thence 5 T hé rue bappi-
nefs of fingle Perfons n;/eparable flom: that of Mankind s
The general Caufes of sts H‘app:mﬁ mba wnf dered § n.
the first place, § 7. '

Therefore no Man’s particular Happme]i £ be oppo/bd
or preferred so the Happinefs of alk other rational Bemgs 3
The contrary prad¥ice unveaforiable and unjuft; § 8.

Tet that this Propofition cannot be &f -fufficient eﬁmey,
till we bave propofed the Common Gaod af Rationals for
the great Endof all-our Aions, §9 :

The Effeits of this Propefition ot pre;udzccd by theill uj'c
of AMens Free-wills, §10, (1. ~

By what fieps and degrees the K. nowledg of thw Common.
Good comes to be conveyed-intd our minds from the nature.
of things, § 12.

Firft Natural Obferfvauon, That in our free ufe and en-
joyment of all the outward Nece[[aries of Life, andin osr’
mutual adminiftring them to_each other,’: confifts alk mens
bappinefs and prefervation, from' whence dlfo- proceeds &
Notion af the Common Good of Rationals, ¢ 13.

Thas Men are able to contribute more to the good and
bappinefs of thofe of tbezr own lzmd, tban any other Crea~
tures, § 14 :

Notbmg p Jurer belp and defence to Mankmd‘ than the.

- moft fincere and diffujsve Beneyolence, § 15,.

Nor any thing more de[t‘ruthfve 0 it tban tbm conﬂnm
Malice and Ii-will, § 16. _

That thefe Prmczples are as certain as an_y in Ambm:« :

_ ;’:k ancl!l Geometry, notw:tbjtandmg the fuppof ition bf Mens
ec-wi
Tet tlaat6 tbe_y are only Laws as proceeding from God the
firit Caufe, and as eftabliflvd with ﬁt Rewards and Pu-
m/bmem:, $18. That
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. That fromthefe natural and general Obfervations we 4t
tain 1o & true knewledg of the Caufes of all Mens bappi=
#efs, andthat by the Laws of Master and Motion. thefe
Caufes alt as certainly as any other; 6 19, 20, . ‘
 Hence avifes a- true notion of things naturally and un-
alserably good or evil, § 21. o

_That Mens natural Powers, and the things nece(Jary
Jor life, can ncither be excrted nor miade ufe of contrary to.
the known rules of Matter and Motion, § 22. .

. Some Conclufions_deducible from bence; as that we

~chiefly concermour fekues aboiut thafe things and attions that -

Noman [elf-fufficient to procure all things necefary for
bis own prefervation and bappinefs, and therefore needs the
good-will and affiftance of others, §24.

None of thefe nece(Jaries for Life can produce the Ends

gre in our Powers, ﬁg 23.

defign’d, but as they are appropriated to May’s particular

ufes and neceffities for the time they make ufe of them;

28. ,
. § Fiom whence arifes the Right of Occupancy or Poffeffion,
' which may be exercifed even during a natural Community
of most things, § 26. ‘ ;
- . That as this natural Divifion and Propricty in things is

- meceffary to the prefervation of particular Perfons, fo st is
alfo. of Mankind confidered as an aggregate Body,

27.. . . e .
d T‘Zbat thefe Principles defiroy Mr. Hobbes’s Hypotbefis of
the Right of all Men to all things in the ftate of Nature,

28. : .
S The neceffity of a fartber Divifion and Appropria-
tion of things, now Mankind s multiplied on the Earth,

¢

rational Beings, § 30.
° ”* i L . ﬂej

it conduces to, or at leaft confifts with the common Good of '
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The knowledg of thefe natural Caufes and Effels alike

certain-as well in a natural as civil State, with a brief

Recapitulation of the Grounds and Arguments infiffed on
in this Chapter, §31. o

The _’Cbl?xtcntéhéf AtAh:c Second Chapﬁc‘r;

AN to be confidered as a natural "Body,. as an
Animal, and alfo.as- a vational Creature. Some
Objfervations from the firft of thefe Confiderations ;, a5
that bumane Bodies and Alions are’ fubjedt to the
Jame Laws of Matter. and  Motion with other . things,
1,2, o : . C
: 6 No  Affions or Motions more conducive to Maw’s -
bappine[s, than what proceeds from the moft diffufive Be-
nevolence, § 3. ' : : R
Mankind confidered as a Syftem of natural Bodies, doth
not imake any confiderable difference between them, when
confadered as woluntary Agents enduedwith fenfe, but thar
‘they rather alt more powerfully thereby, ¢ 4. = _
Mens greateft fecurity from Ewvils, and hopes of ob-
taining Good, depends upon the good-will and wolunsary
Affiftance of others, § 5. o oo
Several nasural Conclufions drawn from thefe Obferva-
tions, §6,7. T ; coy
The like being found true in animase as well, as ingnia.
mate Bodses, will make us more follicitous towards the ge-
neral good of .thofe of our own kind, §8. »
That loving or bemewolent Afions towards each other
conftituse tbe happieft frate we canenjoy 5 and alfo it is
ordained by a concourfe of Caufes, thas all rational Beings
fhould be fenfible of thefe Indicgtions, ¢9. =~
This proved from feveral natural Obfervations,

"x.. ﬂm the bulk of the Bodies of Animals being bus nar:
. \' '”’

as
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row, the things nece[Jary for their prefervation can be bu
fcw: andh::ét of 'tbem»wmmunicﬁzle to many at once,
and fo requives a limited [elf-love confiftent with the fafe-
ty and bappinefs of others, § 10.
3. That Creatures of the fame kind canmot but be
moved tothe like affeisons towards others, astowards them-
Jelves, from the fenfe of the fimilitude of their natures,
11. , . :
"Ansmals do never deviate from ihis natural frate, bus
whenthey are feized with fome preter-natural Difeafe or
Paffion, which, as oft as it bappens, is abfolutely de-
frrudive to their Natures, § 12. ,
© - Al Creatures exprefs a delight in the fociety of others of
the fame kind 5 fome cafes or intervals whevein Nasure
‘feems to al otherwife, mo contradiition to this' generg
Rule, §13. ,
+ Al Animals impelled by the natural Conftitution of thesr
partsto a Loveof thofe of a different Sex, gnd toa natu-
rab Affetion to their Offspring, § 14.

Al Animals take delight in the fweeter Paffions of
Love, Foy, Defire, &c. as belpful totheir natural Coufts-
tution 5 whereas the contravy Paffions, when inordinate,
are bighly deftrultive to it, § 15,
~ Mr. H. cannot deny thefe natural Propemfions, and
therefore is forced to fuppofe fomewhat in Man’s nature
that renders bim more unfociable than Brates, § 16. -

- Otber peculiar Obfervations relating to' Man, whereby
be is made more capable of promoting the common good 5 as

- ftB, from the greater quantity of Brains in Mex, theain

Brutes, § 17, , \ D

2. From the natural Conftitution of theix Blaod, and
Spermatick Veffels, from whence arifes a -Neceffity of

Marrigge, and of a more confrant and, lafting Love to

- their Offspring, §'18, L B
- 3. Fram the. wonderful_ftrufure of Mens bands it is

proved, that this Infirument was given us, for fome mare

noble ufe than bare’ [elf-prefervasion, § 39 - -

, ‘ | Laphy,
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Laftly, From the upright pojlure of Mem bod:es, and
way of motion, §20: -~ '
The next Set of Q_ﬂ’watwm tendmg to prove Men
more fisted for thesprokioting of thiseiniimon Good, taken
from the natural and peculiar faculties of Men’s Souls a-
bowe thofe - of. Brabesy™ Abdy 1 ofnom that. of deducing
Effeds frotis their. Gaufésy andiceversi - efpecially in
tbatd of diftinguifhing sz regh. or mtruml; fram appatm

Goods, 4 LTG0

Wha?w underftood lgy us, by a nntuml or moral G'oad or
Evil.. Certain Xxcioms:Yor: tbe plamcr mdcrﬁandmg tbezr
Namre and Degmﬁ 3 22..

How we arrive to an Idea of a jj)ccm o kmd of Crea-
tures, -and alfo 1o & nntnm of tbe gmerulorcammon gbod
of Mawkind, §:33.. - - S Ty

- Speech a and the Iummwn of Let:m, pmhar fawlues of
Man’s nature : And the great Benefits arzfmg from
thenee in order toghecommen goody. § 24,0

Men do infinitely. exceed. Beqfts. mthm d:ﬁurﬁwe Fa-
cultm, as. al}‘o mxtbe lnomlcdg“ And :t{ﬁf Df Numbm,

$2 s

And Msze.m tbe Pamr of mdarﬂaudm tbe dqum
Luantities avd:: Propm:ms bttwet’ﬁ Bodze:, .wbwbm wﬂ
Géomeétry, § 26. 1n . :

The iwo great rensgining Prerogmnzmof bumch Soulx,
Freedom of Will.as ta mnral A(fzom,x mad abe Kmmledg of

#God, §27,28. ~uen
: at knowledg m c‘an baw wf bw .Atmbum, wbwb
can - never “besseuly sudenftood, ; but mith refpec to sheir
gredt End,  the Mﬁmmn of ithe: cmmon ,good of 1bc
'Umfuerjb, §zg. - :
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 The C:or'ifen_ts,of the Third Chapter.

fA Brief vevapitulation of the former Chapters, and a
Jumming up all thofe Obfervations into a general
Propofstion of God’s Willing and Commanding the Com-
mon Good of Rational Beings, as the main End of all our
Altions, § 1. .~ SRR
A brief Explanation of the Terms of our Défeription
" of the Law of Nature, and that Words ave not always
effentialto Laws, §2. - . -

That all moral Truths or Duties as declared by God, are
contasned in this one Propofition of Endeavouring the com-
mon good 5 certain Principles laid down for the proving it,
$3, 4, '§5 6. ' -

That this being once difcovered to us, we lie urider a
Jufficient Obligation to obferve this-Propofition, as anatural
Law, withthe Explanation of the Term, Qbligatian, and
who bath Authority to oblige us, ¢ 7, 8, o. o

et that this Obligation may well confift withthe freedom
of our wills. The difference between a'meve animal and a
rational or natural Good, the negle of which diftint¥ion
is the Caufe of ‘Epicurus and Mr. R's Ervors, ¢ 10.

The laft part of the Obligation to this Law, viz. its
Sandlion by Rewards and Punifbments. . ‘Certain Axioms
necefJary to be known in order to the vight underftanding the
true nature of a moral Good or Evil5 and of Man’s true
bappinefs émd perfe@ionywith its difference from that of other
Beingsy, $11. - C L

That tho all moral Obligation does not confift in Rewards
or Punifbments y yet that by reafon of the weaknefs of bui-
mane Nature, it is infignificant withous them ; with a4
Scale of Nature, fhewing the difference between Vegetables

~and- inanimate Bodies, and.between Men and Bm;‘;’;;

$12.
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The firiGcft Sancion, and confequently Obligation to all
Laws confifts in Rewards and Punifbments duly diftributed ;
God's right of Domgnion nos to ke refolved into his irvefifti=
“ble Power, §13. ‘ E - a
The internal Rewards ordained by God in Nature, are,
firf, she inward [asisfakion of the Soul; and alfo the
Pleafure all men take in the exercife of the fweeter pajfions
of Love, &c. §14,15. B
- Tbe external Rewards are all the-Jike retirns of this Bes
gevolene from ochers, with the praife or commendation of
Wl good men, together with. the. pedce and protection of the
civil Government, §16,17. C.
Laply, from God, Soundnefs of mind and bedy, with
all thofe outward ble/fings be ufually beftows on the peaceable
and vertuous 5 with a Solution to the difficulty, Why God
often afflitts Good men; - § 18. S
The snternal Punifbments ordained by God for the tranf-
effion of this Law, are, the abfence or privation of the
f‘:rmer good things, whicb is, an Evil and & Punifhment,
19. - _ o L .
¢ Error, and being governed by the Paffions, 4 real Evil,
and an internal Punifhment, § 20, = . -
3. That fuch evil AtFions cannot but be often difpleafing
to the Perfon that doth them, § 21. T
4. That Vices and Crimes feldom come alone, but fet in
atrainof others of the fame kind, or worfe, glong with
them, § 22, ' ' :
§. That fuch an Offender cannot get out of this ffate
when be will, at leaft not withous the srouble of Repentance,

§23. .

| 5 6. The fear of Punifbment both from God and Man,
24. . ' '
The external Pynifments are, 1. The Ewjls that bape

pen po she body from widlent and unfociable Paffions,

9$25. '
zd. Thofe returns of batred or contemsps which all

uch men puft exped from others, § 26,
S mufb expe da’§ e

L]
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gy : Returns: of' ange ﬁo»r tboﬁ- tbey bdw m}u.

red, § 27, - S -
-~La?ly, ’I'hofa Pumﬂ:ments wbtcb - oﬂcr) mﬂ:&ed by
the civib Powers 3 all which natural Punifhments Mr H.
hxmﬁslf acknowledpes'tu be ordaimed by God,- § 28."

““That where théfe Punifbments fad i this Ltfe, thcy wlt
be fupplicd by othersinfinitely megr)wow and dumble m
. that to come, § 29. ek

- A britf recapitubation of this Chaptw; 7‘bat thw Propoj‘.
tion of our Endeavouriing the: coMimot good; &c. is truly
& Law, as conraining bl the Gondimm reqm/'te t‘bcreuﬂ"

to, $ 30.

PE A .m\;."’. ,\-;"" .
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Thc Contents of the Eouﬂ‘x Chapter.

e
A Brief repem:ortof what hat*b bem fmd i the firft

Chapter, Thas no. Man van-Bive.d right to preferve
bis own Life, but as is conduces to the common good, &c:
That in all Socictics the good:of the ‘lefJer pare st
gme place and be fubordmata té tbm af tbe grcatcr, ;s I,

‘1'104: a due confs deratwn of i‘bn Law will lead us to 4
knowledg of thé veafon and grozmd: of all the parttcular
Laws of Nature, § 3.

And alfo that all moral Vevtues are contamed ndes tbz.r
one Law of endeavouring the Coriimon ‘Good. That Pry-
dence is notbing but the knowledg of our-duty, i ovdév fo
the great End, the Common Good ; as C'onjlangm the
profecution of st is therefore trie Fort:tudc, S R

That Temperance,or Moderation,in all corpareal Plea-
Jures is no otherwife a Vertue than as it conduces 19 the hap-
pinefs and prefervation of Mankind ;- That under Love
and Benevolence are contained the Vertue: of Innocenee,
Meeknefs, &e. §5,6.

vity & Veriac -as it promotés the common’ good‘ -of
Mankind, § 7. The
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The [ame proved likeibif2 .of Juftice; finer novhing can
be calléd-Ours, either by matswal or’ civil Laws; But'as 5
sonduces tothis great Enid sand-a uatwal m}L civit Pro-
perty necej]ar_y thereunto ; ’ the one m a natural jlato,
other in. a'civil fociety,"§ 8. o1 Bt v Wi
From: Progerty arifes: tbema&e/ﬁty of Cmm&a, ‘Pm
mifes;. Gifts, &c. al wlhcb are: /mr to\be‘ng)emfd by flm
great Law; § 9. AR peaiton
From this ,nalura# ~Pf0pert)r awfés the. Wxt&t’ Bf-Me ode-\
ration;.. fetting, bownds sto-vavrdinaré YHIoVE i srder
10 the - common: good 5 Feugudity, no beberwily d Fivhid,
than as:it” yemers st tzbt“bav’aiqu ‘yo a»h}amom tb
others, § 10. G
The 3am?a1 Toveof. Porants ; o vzbmmm to'be-ex-
ercifed and limised with, ﬂﬂe&‘ td ‘the commivh Zovd, Q
IT. - % .75 Lok (_\ R LI e -l
All the reft of the moral Vertuts fuch as Temperanéci
Frugality, &c. mm“pamw}&rx)y s edploivd ¥o" prodeed
. fmn; the fame.Original ndowt:ve' b nrfde&‘ﬁwﬂ* wﬂbm 4
1t k> RS SRR \(”n& T RUn D! ) B
The fanreRaore paﬁtgcximynz!ypl)&d ana‘ mpde. out’ z’h
cvery parttcular Vertue, wbzcb co itutes ]uﬂ:lCe,

: . W t““ U u\ il
All tbov Iadmzlemalxmmn, L el foigh s ﬂj}e&,Com
ver[ation, or -the due iifesfs Spsech,. exptained after - the

Jame manner, wzth a like refpe{l to the Common Good; $

14, 15,1 A R S AL S G SRS TR G RIT A
Self- iwe ahd Self pw:m oniy lhuy‘ulm Briley: :wm
End, $ 15.° R bea el ledidevyr o

Some fartbcr explanatzom o[ the natureioff'l' embemnce,
and whercin ik confifts; G.¥8 o o tatnlieed

That part of st called Chaﬂ(ty, u:)&m«ewg a8
tends to the good and propagation of mankiygd, § 19.

Another part of it; viz. Modefty in feekmg of Riches,
Honour, &e." erma ~tooe
from pretending to wmore than we bave need of, or
deferve, inorder sothe Common Good, § 20, -

: as
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. That a xegard to this great Rule runs through all the
Moral Vertues, which are-ali of them contained under
the moff diffufsve Benewvolence towards Rational Beings,
6214 A . PR .

- Right Reafon explained to be only a due confideration of
this End in all -Moral AZions towards God or Men; and

that the knowledg of thefe moral Rules is as certain, asthat

of the knowledg of any other natural caufes and effeits
concerning the prefervation of Animals, § 22,

. «And that from their true underftanding proceeds all the

cextaimty we can-bave of natsral Laws, notwithfianding
there ?a_ybe & Jufficient latitude left w for indifferent addi-
ons, §23. :
. The Compmon Gaod as it is @ colleSios of all other goods,
Joit is a trys fandard, or meafure of them, as fhewing
what goods are to be foughs for or defired before others,
$24. R : .

v It 15 only-to be learn’d from bence, what degreesof paffi-
ons or aﬂ’{ﬁiomﬁare lapful, that ts, confifent with the

Common Good, and confequently thereby to judg of the

feveral degrees and proportions of goodnefs and bappinefs,
' P;ety towards God 4 Vertéé, as it conduces to the com-

raon good and bappinefs of Rational Beings, § 26.

- Notbing @ Good, but as it contributes to this great End,

27. F :

The reafon of this Difquifition into the true grounds of
Good and Evil, as being that which makes all moral Philo-
fopby a pra&ical Science, and #or
shatof the Stoicks, ¢28. ,

" Abrief Conclufion out of Dr. Parket’s Demonfiration
of the Laws of Nature, § 29.

. ™ .
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The Contents of the Fifch Chapter. -
TH E Objedtions of two forts of. AMden, . Platonifts
and Epicureans, dgainft this. Notion of the Common
- Good 5 the Objecions of the former to be firft confidered,
their firft Obje&ion, That it is more fuitable to God’s good-
nefs to imprint certain Innate Idea’s of good and evil on
our minds, § 1. .o ’
Anfwer thereunto out of Mr. Lock’s Effay; &c. ¢ 2.
A farthéer Anfwer fromSt. Paul, That the wifible things
of the Creation are a fufficient proof of the Being of a God, -
and of the Laws of Nature, § 3. *

Tbe laborioufnefs of our Method no material obje’&ior;,

R : - »
An explicit 1dea of this Common Good,. not always ne-
ceflary to itsobfervation, § 5. B

Another Obje&tion againft our Method, That it makes e-
very man’s Obligation to endeavour- this Common Good, to
arife from its being chiefly good to bimfelf. . Anfwer
Tbat this, if it be confidered, will prove a8 miftake; tho I
grant our Obligasion to it as a Law cannot. extend. farther,
“than as it concerns our bappinefs or mifery, §6,.7. o

A Reply to the Objeions of theEpicureans 5 The firft
Objection, Thae it feems not fustable to.God’s goodnefs,
&ec.  topermit this great End of the Commoni Good to de-
pend upon the unreafonable Paffions and Lusts of Mankind.
Anfw. That God intended Man for & voluntary Creature,
to be moved by Moral Evil, aswell as Good 5 and that God
notwitbftanding all this refirains bis Aions bybis infinite
Power and Providence, §8, 9. o

Second Obje&ion, If this Law of Nature-ss fo eafie- to
be known, bow comes it to pafs, that fo many Nations
Jeemwholly ignorant of it, many living witbout any know-
dedg of a Go«f, or of & Moral Good or Evil ? § l;\)x'x i
. wer
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Anfwer. This Objection is of no more weight againft the
Certainty of this Law, than it ts againft that of Arithme-
tick and Geometry ; Imt that if they are guilty of this Igno-
rance, it procecds: either from the  Lofs of the Tradition of
the Creation, or elfe from want of ttme or opportumtze: to
sonfider thef¢ things, ¢ rr. -

- Mens notmaking a-due uﬁ@of tberr ﬁmd:m n dxfco-
mrmg thajk T rutbs, no Ob)ec”tmn wgamﬁ tbezr certamr],
9‘ 12. . .

The laﬁ Ob)ec‘.hon, ‘That this Dotion of tbe Common
Good, is a mere. Platomck ldca, mtbout any realuy in
Nrmtrc, $ 3. '

. This’ Ob,e&wn wvam, zf it be con/" dered That this
Natnm of the.Common Govd is made up of partzculars
ahd that from thence arifes an 1dea of a common or general
. Good, which tho.a complex onc, is as true and real as an

other, and as agreeable to the Nature of things, farsher
proved frons-Mr. Lock’s Effay 5 and thas Adr. H. bimfelf
cannot deny the Truth of this Notion, § 14
- Mr. Hs great -Rulé of domg as _you would be done
“by, fignifies notbing without refpe&to the Common Good of
- Mankind, .§.15. .

So weither tbatof preferwng @ Man's felf, or any other
innocent.perfom, unlefs as it cauducc: to the Common Good -
of Maukind; § 16. ,

Not only.tbmwbok Lawof. Naturc, but the revealed Law

.-of Mofes, ~and-the Gofpel of . Jefus Chrift reducible to this
one Propofition,:of Endeavouring the Common Good,
"and shas this\wds the great defign of Chn!t’s commg into
: tbe World, Srg, 18,
Aleuﬁon of tbc ubok § 19




© OF THE

Law of NATURE,

;. And its .OBLIGAT.ION;-- |
CHAP. 5

6f the firt Means of difcovering the Lais
of Natures; (viz.) the Nature of
Things. - o

$. 1. Have in the Introdu@ion td
this Difcourfe , fhewn you

| thofe feveral Methods, by

o which divers Authors have
endeavouréd to prove a Law of Nature ;
‘and have alfo given iny Reafons, ( tho
very briefly) why I cannot acquiefce in anj -
of them, as laying t66 weak Foundations
whereon to raife {o great and weighty 4
Building. 1 have likewife given you thé
only true Grounds, by which it can, a$
I Tuppofe, be made out, (4iz.) from éhé
: B Hia



2. A brief Difquifition Ch.1.

Exiftence of a G O D declaring his Will to

us ; from the Frame of the World, or from
" the Nature of all Things without us; as
. alfo from our own Natures, or that of Man-
kind in general, we, by the Power of out
qatural Faculties, or Reafons; drawing true
Conclufions from all thefe. This being pre-
mifed, I fhall now proceed pezticularly to
declare, in the firft place, what underftand
by-the Frame of the World, or Nature of
Things, in order to the proving the Exi-
{tence and Obligation of the Law of Na=
ture, and that it is really and truly a Law
obliging all Perfons of Years of Difcretion
and found Minds, to its Obfervation:
Which being performed, Uthallthen pro
eced to our own Nature, as included in
that of all Mankind.

" §. 2. But though the antient, as well as
modern Scepticks and Epicureans, have for-
-~ merly, and do ftillat this day, deny the Exi--
. ftence of any Law of Naturé, properly {o
called; yet, 1fuppofe, that weare both fuffis
ciently agreed what we underftand by this
Term, fince we both thereby mean certain
Erinciples of immutable Truthand Certaifi-
ty,-which dire& our voluntary Actions con-
“Cerning the eletion of Good,and the avo-
ding of Evil'Things,and fo lay an Obliga-
‘tion, as to-our external Actions, evenin the

o . g flate
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' ftire of Natare; and out of'a Civil Society;
" or Common-weal. That fuch eternal Truths
- .are neceflarilyand unavoidably prefented to,
and perceived by Men’s Minds, and retaiied
imrtheir Memortes, for the due ordering ot
governing of their Acions; is, what is here.
by us affirmed, and by them asconfidently
denied. And I farthier conceive, That thée -
A&ions fo dire¢ted amd chofen, are firft
known to be natueally good; as productive:
of the greateft publick benefits; and after-.
wards are called morally Good,becaufe they
agree with thofe dictates of Reafon, which
are here provéd to-be; thie Laws, or Rules,of
our Manners, or-volantary Actions: So al(g:
the Evil to be:avoided, is firft the greareft
matural Bvi}, whichafeerwands fortire like'
Reafon iscatled'Moral, . csobion ™. 0
< §.3. Thersfore that the Exitente of fuch
_ Propofitions may maore phinly appear, and:
be: demontirgted -to:the Uindérflandings of -
all indifferent, Rexlers;! it.isHeceflary that,
we firlt carefully ednfider-che Nature of:
divers Things- withoutsus;cab alfo thit of.
Mankind ; 4nd what we hisah by Godd andt
Evil, whether Naturab or-Moral. Laftly;
we fhall fhew what thofe general Propofitis
_ons are; which we affirm carry with them
“the Force or Obligation of Natural Laws;
as declaring their Exercife or Perforinance
: B 2 hecefc -
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néceffary to the compafimg: of an End, -
that ought. to :be endeavoured or fought
after, in ‘order to our true and greateft
Happil'lefs. ’ ! R .
8. 4. Nor let it feem ftrange, that I fup-
pofé the Nature of divers Things ,” about
which we are daily converfant, ought firft
to be locked. into, and confidered : For I
will here fuppefe the Soul, 'or Mind of Many
to be atfirlt; rafa Tabula, like fair Paper;
that hath no connate Character or Idea’s im-
printed upon it (as that Leartied Theorift
id bis By M. Lock hath; I f{uppofe,
cerning Hamane sin.  Tully proved) and thatitis
derffanding, Book. 1. - ot {enfible of any thing a¢
Chap. 1%, ... its cominginto the World; -
but its own Exiftence anld A&ion ;. but re-
ceives all its Idea’s afterwdrds,from fuchOb-
Jje&s as it hath réceived in by the Senfes : So
that our Underftandings being naturally de<
flitute of all Notions or Ides’s, we cannot
comprehend how they can operate, unlefs
they be firft excited by outward Objets.
And indeéed how can we underftand what
thay be helpful and agreeable, or elfe hurt-
ful and deftru@ive td Men’s Minds and Bos.
dies, unlefs we firft confider (as far as we
. areable)all the Caufés both near and remote,”
which have made, conftituted, and doftill
preferve. Mankind, or elfe may tend todits
S S eV
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deftruion, either for the time prefent, or-
to come? Nor indeed can it be underftood
what is the fitteft and beft Thing, or A&i- -
on, any Perfon can perform in a Cafe pro-
pofed, unlels firft all thofe Effe@s which
mdy proceed fram it, in all its various Cir-
cumftances, be duly confidered and dom-
pared together. So that the Contemplati-
on both- of the Caufes on which Men’s.
Safety and Happinefs do depepd, asalfo of
the Effe@s which may be produced by .
their joint or concurring Forces and Endea-
vours, muft neceffarily lead our. Minds; -
firft to the Confideration of all other Men,
and then of our felves, as a very {mall pare:
of Mankind. ‘ , C-
And in the next place, that we proceed'te-
eontemplate this Syftem of Things, called:
the #ifble Warld but more efpecially GOD,,
as its Creator. and Governour, according te.
the Method laid down in: the Introduction.
to this Difcourfe ; the Idea’s of which being:
duly confidered and digefted inour. Minds,’
we-may. draw from thence certain Conclu-.
fions, by which-we may judge or determine.
what Humane Things and Altions are ¢er«.
tainly -and neceffarily conducing. to the
Common Good and Happinefs of all Ra-.
twonak Beings, and in-which every particus,
gy Rerfon’s. Felicity or Well-being is con-
‘ TRy, wmineds,
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tained, as a part thereof; and in which
Rational Di&ates, or Conclufions, I thall
hereatter prove this Law of Nature to con-
fift, o o
§. 5. No body, I fuppofe, will think it
neceflary to the matter in hand, that I fhould
here make Phyfical Difquifitions into the
Natures of all Things that are the Objeéts
“of our Senfes, that being the Bufinefs of
profefs’d Naturalifts : It is fufficient for usto
‘thew, That all the Rules of Moral Philofo-
phy, and the Laws of Nature, may be at
laft refolved into certain natural and eafie
Obfervations, gathered from common Ex-

" perience ; or clfe into certain Conclufions,
" eftablithed upon the known Principles of
Mathematicks and:Phyficks; by which, I
do not only mean all thofe natural Laws of
Matter and Mation in Bodies, but alfo the
Operations of our own Souls, as far as we
ar¢ able to know or €nquire into them.
From all which,- by the Order of Natural
Caufes, ‘'we may be led to the Knowe
~ ledge of GOD their Creator and Og-
dainer , and {o may acknowledge Him
as the only Caufe of all thefe excellent Ef-
fects, fincc this Nature of Things doth as
well {uggeft to our Minds the tdea of a
Creator, as of the Things created ; and o
fxpply us withfufficient matter fromwhich -

ot
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we may deduce all the Laws.of Nature, ag
fo many true Practical Propofitions; though
it is on)y the Knowledge of the Firft
Gaufe, or Creator, that can ftamp any
Authority or Obligation upon them. =
Now although there may bemany Things
colleGted from our Knowledge of feveral
Beings in the World, that may ferve for out
‘Moral Inftruion, and the cultivating of
our Manners; yet 1 fhall, for Brevity’s fake,
only fele&® fome of the moft material of
them, and fuch as may ferve to explainout
1hort account of the Law of Nature,which ,
(notwithftanding {éveral Authors have fo -
much enlarged upon it ) I think may very.

- well be reduced to this fingle Propofition,
wiz. The moft univerfal Love, or moft diffufive.”
Benevolence of all Rational Beings towards each,
other, cenflitutes the bappieft State they can
e capable of : So that their Endeavonring, the.
Common Good by this Benevolence, .is the.

_ Jum of all the Laws of Nature, andinwhich,

they are all wvertually contained  Note,

That by this Love or Benevolence, Ido not

mean only a fruitlefs Defire, or Well-wifh~

ing, but an adtive AffeGion, exerting it
£if in all the Acts of Piety towards. Gody

Duty towards Parents, Kindnefs and Gra=

titude towards onr Country, Friends, and

- Relations, and of Charity gnd Humanity

S B4 = sowandy
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towards all the reft of Mankind, as often.
as any opportunity offers itfelf,  °
§. 6. In the making out of which De-
Lcripsion of the Law of Nature, it is here
needlefs to enquire into the Nature of our
Souls, and the nianner of our Knowledge
and Underftanding; fince the former hath
" been fo Learnedly perform’d by the Reve-
vend Dr. Ward, late Bithop of Salisbury,and”
the latter fo exaétly donealyeady in Eng/ifb
by-the abovementioned Author of the Effay
of Humane Underfanding. I thall only
briefly fuppofe upon his Principles, that
our Souls do, 1. From the very birth,by de.
grees, receive Idea’s drawn-from outward.
Obje@s by our Senfes. 2. That it is their
faculty from divers fingle Notions, or Idea’s
put together, to come to make complex
ones; that is, to make divers Propofitions
or-Gonclufions ; nog only eoncerning.their
own ‘inward Acings, but alfo. about alf
thofe outward Objects, with.which they are
daily converfait,and which may tend to the
: ﬁud%l,?j‘ out the readieft means'of attaining
40,and preferving thiemfelves in.the happieft
State and: Condition they are able to.ac-
quifes Thefe things being fuppos’d, it were
needlefs. to trouble you. with any farther.
defcriptions.of this Love, or.Benegolence,
fmée overy Perfon caiinctbut be Gifficiently.
COSITTTTI fenfibls,
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~ fenfible of its Nature, Degrees, and various

Operations, that will but make.any Self-
refle@ion upon his own Inward Affe@ions.

§. 7. But as for the due Connexionof .
the Terms of this Propofition, in'which its
Truth does chiefly confift, it fecems to me

. plin enough: It being no more than to

affirm, That our endeavour of procuring all
the good things in our Power, and which
are moft conducing to our own prefervati-
on and Happinefs, and that of all other Rati-
‘onal Beings, is the beft,or chicfeft thing that
aM Perfons can do, to render both &cm’a
felves, and all others, as happy as their'Na-
tures will permit, or can require ; and that
there is no furer, or-more powerful means
‘to be difcovered by us, whereby we may ob-
tain a ful enjoyment of all the good things
of this Life, and the hopes of that to come, .
than by endeavouring our own Felicity in
Conjunétion with ghat. of others. So.that

. from what I have already advanced,the Rea.

der may Colle& thefe two Propofitions.
1. Thatthe Foundation of ali our inward
Natural Happinefs con{ifts in an habitual de-
termination. of the Will to the utmoft of
its’ Ability and Perfection, whereby we may
be always ready and prepared to endea-
your this Common good of Rationals.

* 2. ‘Thatthetrue Happinefs ofeach Indi-
O P T N . Vldual‘
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vidual Perfon, cannot be feparated from
that of other Rationals, fince th¢ whele
doth not differ from all its parts taken to-

> . gether; fo that this Propofition, concern-

ing this general or diffufive Benevolence,
is thus to be underftood, viz. Not to mean,
or only intend, what any One, or more
Per{ons may perform towards the procuring
of theit own private Happinefs, or that of
their: own Party or Faction, diftin& from
that of the reft of Mankind ; but what all
particular Perfons may jointly contribute
to render themfelves and others happy ;that
ts, what each of them may rationally per-
" form towards the obtaining this Ceammon, -
Felicity. For it ought firft to be known in
general what all Men are sble to.do, or
not to do, towards any commen end, (fuch.
as is the common: happinefs of Rationals)
and then what it'is poffible for any particu-
“lar Perfon in this or that Cafe to perform ,
for example, towards his own private hap-’
pinefs, as feparate from that of all others;
though fuch cafes being Indefinite, cannot
“be certainty or diftinétly known. L
5. 8. But indeed the care of any parti~
- cular Perfons, or a few Men’s happinefs is
- rendred uftlefs for the prefent. nor can be
hoped {or the future, if it is fought by op- -
. pofing, or poftponing the happinefs of géﬂ
R . ’ - o : !l‘ , L Q;.I:
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other Rationals; becaufe the mind being
thus affe@ed, amain, and effential part of
its own felicity muft needs be ftill wanting;
(viz.) That inward Peace. of Conf{cience
proceeding from a folid Reafon, and true
Prudence, always conftant and agreeableto -
itfelf. For whilft fuch a Perfon refolves to
a& by one rule towards himfelf, . and by a-
nother towards "all others, who are of the
fame Mature, and therefore need and re-
‘quire the fame things with himfelf, -he
muft needs contradi@ his own Reafon, and
{o wants that true Joy and Satisfa:ion con=
ftantly {pringing in the mind of a Juft
Benevolent, and Good-natur’d Perfon,from -
the fenfe - of another’s good and happinefs
- when prometed, or procured by himfelf s -
So that it is impofiible for any Man to be
truly happy, who not only negle&s the
neceflary caufes thereof, God, and all other
Men, (on whofe Help and Afliftance his
true Happinefs, and Well-being wholly de-
pends) but alfo provokes them to his cer=
tain Ruin and DPeftru@ion ; fo that there is
no furer way, which can bring any Man
to the attaining his own particular Hap-
pinefs, but that which leads him alfo to en-
deavour the Common Good of -all other
men, as well as hisown. .

;. 9. But I here acknowledge, that this
] : e ‘ SR T PrO_-
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Propofition concerning Univerfil Benevo-
Jence, cannot be of fufficient efficacy for
‘the due ordering our A&ions, and cor-
reting our Manners until we have firll
oposd to our fckves this Common Good
of Rational Beings 3 (viz.) Our own.Felicity
(m conjunéion with that of others) asouz
main end, andi that we are convinced that
the various A@s contain’d under this gene-
sal Love, or Benevolence, are the only
e, mesns to procude it : “The truth of
which Propofition, is, in the.firft place, to
bemade manifeft to us ; in the next all thofé
asher Prepefitions than can bededuced from
- ghence ; fuch. as-ave thofe lefs general Ones,
which determine concerning the Natural
" Power.of Fidelity, Gratitudc, Paternal and
Kilial Affeftion, as alfo of al other parti«
qular Vergues, neceflary for the obtaining
qny partof thxs humane Felicity ;for as well -
the whole truth of- this Propolfition, as of
 alt thofe which follow from thence, de.
gend: vpon the Narural, and Neceffary,
‘r?bw.,v of fuch Aéhons, as rcal Caufes.
, tg“oducmg foch Effeéts. '
£..10. Andthough perhaps it may at-firfl
ﬁghn feems o dotrad.from their certainty,
thiat they depend upon fuch an.uneertain
: Qau('e el Man’s Will ;; Yet however it fufa
z;qes, for: their amtb and certainty, hc:l;as,._ “
’ W .'Qﬁ .
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wheneyer futh voluntary Ghufes thall exery
themfélves, fuch Effe@s will certainly be
produced. Thus in Arithmetick we fréely
Add and Subftract ; :that is, we can ¢hoofe
whether we will perform thofe Operation3
or not ; but if we reckon truly, we fhall
always find the Total, equal to all the par.
ticalars ‘either Added or Subftracted. Ard
there is a like certain, and true Connexion
between all the Caufes and Effe&ts, which
can be known in any other Science. - And
this I have likewife igitated in this Treatife
of Moral Philofophy, by reducing all the
parts; of which it confifts, to this ong Head
or Summ, (viz.) Love or Benevolence}
which Idea ‘I fhall itnprove by enquiring
into its feveral Kinds, and fhewing the ne-
ceflary Connexion of this, or that particu:
lar AGion, with the Conmimon Good of
Rationals, which ought to be the great
end fought for by us. |
. §. 11, But fince our voluntary Aé&ions
alone can be govern'd by Reafon, and tho@
only which concern intelligent Agents,are
to be confider'd in Morals; it is evident,
that from none of all thefe AQions we can
frame = higher; or more comprehenfivé
Idea, than this of Univerfal Benevolenee;
-which comprebends the willing, and en-
eavouring of all good things, and the tes
) fmoval,
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moval, or hindring of ill evil ones, from
thofe Obje@s about which it is converfant :
And this Benevolénce extends its felf to all
Moral A&ions, as well thofe of confidering),
and comparing divers goods with eacho- -
ther, as thofe of enquiring into the means
by which they may be produced ; norisit
more certainly true, that the Addition of
feveral numbers makes a Summ Total than
that this Behevolence produces a general
good effe@ to all thofe towards whom we
exert it. Thus it is as certain, that Piety,
Fidelity,Gratitude Friendfhip, Paternal and
ConjugalAfleGtion,together with filial Duty,
make up the chief and conftituent parts of
this Benevolence,as that Addition,Subftracts
ion, -Multiplication and Divifion, are feve-
ral parts of Arithmetick ; thereforcit is no
material Objetion to fay, that this Univer-
fal Benevolehce may be prejudiced or lefs -
fened by the wickednefs or.ill naturd of
* Men; So'that the great end,or Summ of the
Law of Nature,cannot be thereby generally:
obtain’d as it ought, any more than'it isary
Objetion agair‘llﬁ the certainty orufefulhefs’
. of Arithmetiek, or Geometry, that {ome
Men thould through Lazynefs and Inadver-
tency, altogether negle their Rules, or
make falfe Conclufions from their-Sciences,
or fhould through Ignorance or prejudice,

- ) deny
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deny their certuinty. ~So likewif® it is in
the Science of Morality, ascontain’d in the
- Law of Nature, which is chiefly imploy’d
In weighing, and taking a true ateount of
thofe humane Powers, that contribute to
the Common Good of Rational ‘Beings;
which fince they imay vary fomewhat in fo
Efeat a variety of poffible Cafés, lie may be
" faid; '( and that defervedly ) to have well
perforriied this task, who firft affirmsin ge-
neral;’ thdt all thofe Powers are compres
hended under the moft general and* diffu-
five Benevolence ; though he may be able
afterwards ntore particularly to -demon-
ftrate ; that 4 juft divifion of things, Fide-
lity, Gratitude, and allthe otheér Vertues
are contain’d under it, and alfo’ fhew in
what Cafes they become ufeful tothisend;
by which means Religion, and humane So=
ciety, with all other things which thay ren-
der Men’s lives happy and fafe, will be
certainly improved and ‘a2dvanced. And
"herein confifts the Solution of -that moft
ufefut Problem concerning the Common
" good of Rationals; procur'd by the moft
diffufive Benevolence, which Moral Philo- _
fophy teaches us to fearch after. "Nor is the
truth or authority of fuch Precepts at all
prejudic’d or diminithed, though very many
Perfons will not ebey them, or wilt {et
- ‘them-
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. ‘themfelves to oppofe them ; fingé this only
‘ean be theconfequence of it, That they will
thereby: loofe their own happinefs, and per-

haps may-draw others by their fal{e reafons |

into the-fame mifery : And fo I doubt not
on the other fide,; but that Men would
think themfelves oblig’d to perform all the
A&s that, conflitute this Benevolence, if
they were but once cqnvinced that {o great

and noble an end, as the Common good of
Rationa] Beings, -(eand in which their own

happinefs is likewife. contained ) will. be
certajnly procured thereby, and cannot be
had by any other, or contrary means. -

. §. 12 I come now to confider, that to-
gether with the knowledge of this vifible
World, (of which our felves make but a
{mellpart) there is likewife convey’d into
our mindsby our Senfes a certain know-
ledge, 1.-Of divers natural outward goods.

2. And -thofe not only peculiar to our

“felves alone, but common to all thofe of

our own kind. 3. Of which goods fome are-

greaver than others, and that good which
hath none that we know excels it, wemay
call the greateftor higheft. 4. Alfo of thofe,
{ome are commonly in our Power, others
we-underftand to exceed the narrow limits
- of our humane forces; but fince the Na.
ture of thefe things is by two feveral dWF}’S

- ' - difed-

e > e b e e .
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~ difcovered to us; either more confufedly by
common experience and dailyQbfervation;,
or clfe more diftin@ly: from experimental
Philofophy , and the Mathematicks ;- the:
former of thefe¢ methods -being: eafy, -and -
obvious to-evéry oné; I thall ragher. make
ufe of that ; whereas the otlier 'would be. .
only proper for Philofephers . dnd Mathe<. -
maticians , fince the- Grounds. or:: Princi-
ples of the Law of Nature; : ought tb be .a¢
like evident to the {lliterate as . well a5 to-
the Learned, for alt are, under the. like ob-.
ljgation to obferve them; and therefore I
{ilall; only put.yoy in mind of fuch wylger:
and eafy Obfervations, which no Rational
Man can difpute, sordeny ¢ and. fuch, as
from which I.undertake to prove;: that the,
Knowledg '’ and -Ceherence : of the Terms
of the prepofition ;may -evidently: be de-
duced. R R S AR

- §. 13. Our firlt Natural Obfervation
therefore is , that by aur free ufe, -and en:

joyment'of thefe produds of the Earth,

that come under the general Titles of Food;
Cloathing, Houfes, (9c. and alfo by that

help or-affiftance, which one or.more Per-
fens can afford each. other ; Men may be
preferved, and live as happily and content-.
tedly for feveral years, as their frail Nature

will permit: R Ly
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Add in the next phice, that thefe effe@s
being not only agreeable, but neceffary to
dut Natures, are naturally good, as tending
to : their Preférvation, or Petfe@ion ;
and therefore by the fame reafon, Men’s
sfs®tions , from whence thefe otnvward
things and a&s do- proceed, and which’
roduce all thefe good effe@s, are con.
_e¢iv’d ander the notion of good Wil}, or
Berevelence , which-muft be alfo good ;
fince whatever goodnefs is contained in the
effe@s,mufl be likewife in the caufé. And we
are alfo fenfible, that by this Benrevolence,
we. ate sot only: able to hielp our folves, or
fbrtre few perfons, but mvany others, as welt
by ouradvices, ux by our firength and in-
duftry; cfp’cciﬂl?'wheﬂ wefbe divers others
of our own kind who afe -able; and fem
alfb willing to requite us in the like
manner. So that each of us in partica-
lar, may be provided with a2 fofficient
ftoek of all the neceffaries of Life, -by our
mutag! hielp and affiftance, all which weould
not only be wanting to us, but we fhould
be-expos’d to irnumerable mifchiefs and
hazards, as alfo to agreat want even of
necefleries, if all Perfons looking onely to
tliemfelves, fhould alivays thew themfelves
ill-natur’d, malevolent , 4nd enemies toe
wards other Rational Beings ; whereas the
IR S con-
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 goriteaty endeavours being thus Helpful; -

arid neceflary to fo matly others, may eafily
and daturally produde irf our' mind$ 4 no-
tion' of this comimon good' of Rationals;
which from the obvious Sithilitude of Rati-
orial Beings t8 éath other, muft equally re:
~ {pect allthoft, whotii we Have opportu:
hity or ocdafion of knowing, ot conver-
fing with, asalfo thofe with whom we.
havegpor. o
" § 14 AddTwiay'ddd farther frdm don-

ftant experience, that we are able to cori-
. t¥ibite niore to thie gdod, 2nd iffiftance of
thofé of our owh kind, thin any othef
Creatures, becauf® theji Nature (aid cbn-
fequently what'is good, ot deftrnctive td
it) is mote evidert to us from the know-
ledg we hive of out ftlve$, than of other
Creatiires. For'a$ 6ut Natuie is capable

of moré, dnd greatet goods thdii they, and
ifi thie attaining of which we cah better affift

each other 5 16 we muft 4lfo confed it td.

be liable'to gredter Dangets drid Calathiz,
ties 5 for'the declifiing and removing of
which, God hath dppoirited out natital
Beitevolerice exprefled by our endeavours;
and affiftarice of eacli other, ds the moft
fuirable and néceffary édns therthiits.

G N S
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§. 15. And we may alfo obférve, that by.
our Advice and Counfel,communicated by
apt Signs or Words, we are able to con-
tribute many helps and conveniencies of
Life to thofe of our own kind, of which
other Animals are altogether incapable ei-
ther of acting or receiving. And farther,
becaufe of the Similitude of thofe of our
own kind with our felves, we cannot but
think it agreeable to our Rational Nature
todo, orto procure the like things for
- them, as for our felves, and canalfo be fen-
fible of greater Motives to benefit Men,
than other Creatures ; fince: we have all
the reafon to hope, that thofé we have thus
done good to, orobliged, being moved by
our benefits, will make us a fuitable return
whenever it lies in their power, and that
they may one time or other,in the like, or
fome other way oblige vs. So that it is
evident. from common Experience, that
there can be no larger Pofleffion, nor any
furer defence for Mankind, than the moft
fincere Piety towards God, the Head. of
Rational Beings, and the moft diffufive
Love dnd fincere Benevolence ‘of all Per-
fons towards each other ; fince if they prove
malevolent,or ill-natur'd theywouldbereave -
one another of all thingsthey enjoy, to-
gether with Life it felf: nor can the Love or
R Good-




Ch.1.  of the Law of Nature. * 21
 Good-will of others, be obtained by any
more certain or powerfull means than
every one’s fhewing himfelf fo. affe¢ted
“in his AQions towards others, as he defires
they thould be towards himfelf ; That is,
Loving and Benevolent upon all occafions,
though more particularly to thofé to whom
we are obliged by Friendfhip or Rela-
tion. '

§. 16. Laftof all, the fame Experience
that demoftrates the natural Benevolence of
particular Perfons to be the moft powerful
Caufe of their Felicity, does as neceffarily
teach us from a like parity of Reafon, that
the Love, or Good-will of any greater

* - number of Men, towards any the like num-

ber, hath a like proportionable effe&; fo
on the other fide, the conftant Malice of
Ill-will of all Men towards all, exprefs'd by.
fuitable A&ions,would bring 2 quick deftru~
&ion on the whole Race of Mankind,fince .
it would foon deftroy all the Caufes re=
quifite to their Happinefs,and well-being,
and introduce perpetual Enmity and War,
which are the certain Caufes of the greateft
Miferies and Calamities, that can befall
Mankind : all which, though Mr. /. him-
felf acknowledges , yet he will not own’
the neceflity of Men’s mutual Love and

Concord, to be alfo as neceffary to their
- c 3 Per-
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Prefervation. But why the Caufes of Men’s
Prefervation and Happinefs, as being Prior
in Nature, fhould not be maore evident
than thofe of their Deftru@ion , fince.the
one is altogether asevident and neceffary
and may be as eafily forefeen and prevented
as the other,I can’ fee no reafon ; and I
fhould be glad if any of Mr. APs Difciples
could fhew us any fufficient Reafon for that
Opinion. R
"§. 17. So that thefe things which I have
pow laid down concerning the Natural
means of Men’s happinefs , appear fo
evident from our common Reafon, and
daily Experience, that they are of like cer-
tainty with the Principles of Arithmetick
and Geometry, in 2ll whofe Operations,
there are ftill fuppofed certain A&s depend-
ing upon aur free, humane Faculties; and -
et neither of thefe Sciences are render’d
ée more uncertain, from the fuppofition of
en’s Free.will, whether they will draw
. Lines, or caft up Sums, or not; fince it
fuffices for their tryth and certainty, that
there js an inféparable Connexion between
fuch A&, which are fuppofed to be in our
- Power to exert, andall the effeéts fought
for ; To the finding of which, both the
pleafure annexed to their contemplation,
cpd the various ufes of Humane Life da at
pe i Taihe e Ot H once
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once invite us. And.in the like manner, the
truth of all Moral Knowledg is founded in. "
‘the ImmutableCoherence between thehigh-
eft Felicity, which Humane Power can st~
taia to,with thofe A&s of univerfal Benevp.
leace, thatis of Love towards God and
Men , aand which exerts it felf in all the
particular Moral Vertues ; But in the mean
.time thefe two things are fill fuppofcd,
That Men defire, and fkek the higheft Fe-
liciyy they are capable of ; and allo, That
they are sble to exercife this Benevolencs,
not only rowards themfelves, but God and
Men, as partakers with them of the fame
Rational, or Intelligent Nature. This I
have thought fit to add, to prevent all
thafe Cavils which Mr. Fs Difciples are

uled to make againft Morality, from the

neceflity of our wills. o

§. 18. But before I proceed farther to
enquire into the Nature of things,I defire
ou to remember what I have already
ivlinted in the Introdu®&ion to this difcourfe,
that this Truth concerning the efficacy of
Univerfal Benevolence, for the prefervae
tion and happinefs of Rational Beings, as -
alfo all other Propofitions alike evident,
~ and contained under it, do all proceed from
God, asthe firft Caufe, and ordainer of
8ll things; and confequently of our hu-
‘ : G4 mane
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mane  Underftanding , and of all Truths
therein contained. And fince thefé Rules
drawn from the Nature of things, tend
to the procuring God’s End and De-
fign,, viz.: The prefervation, and Happi-
nefs of Mankind ; and alfo that it hath
pleaféed Him to annex certain natural Re-
wards to the obfervation of thefe DiGtates
- of Reafon,and Punifhments to their Tranf:
- greffion ; {o that they thereby becoming
apt, and fufficient for the due ordering of
our Thoughts, and governing our Actions
" towards God, our felves, and all others,
(as 1 fhall farther make out in this Difé
courfe) I fee nothing wanting to. give it
_the Eflence, -and Vigour-of a Law:. And
I fhall farther fhew before I have done,
that under this general Rule of endeavour:
ing the common Good of Rational Beings,
or *Univerfal Benevolence, is. contained
Picty towards God, and the higheft Good-
will or Charity towards Men , and.is'the
Summ both of the Moral Law of Mofes,
and of the Gofpel of our Saviour Fefus
Chrif. ) o
i & 19. Thefe Things being thus propo.
fed in general, I come ‘now more particu-
larly to thew, that adue Obfervation and
Knowledg of thefe natural Things without .
us , willtruly and clearly teach us what
iy TR AE EE Opera-
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Operations or Mobtions of them are good,
.or ‘evib, for all other Men, as well as our
felves ; and al{o thew us how neceffarily and
unalterably all thefe Thingsare produced ;
for Natural Knowledg fearches into the
true Caufes of that - Gerieration and Cor-
ruption which daily happens to all Natural
Bodies, and efpecially to Men, and fo can
demonftrate ‘the neceffary' coherence of

thefe Effe&s, withi their Caufes ; and there-
fore thofe Caufes that help to generate or
preferve Men , and that make’ them' live

‘happily in this Life, are Natural Goods, as
the Caufes of their Mifery and Diffolutiont

- are Natural Evils: ‘Anditthen as plainly
follows. That by this knowledge we can as
certainly demonftrate and toretel what
~ Things are Naturally Good,or Evil, for all

~ Mankind, as forany fingle Perfon. -

. §.20. Therefore we may truly conclude,
That the knowledg of all thefe Effe&s,
which either Nature or Humane Induftry
can produce for Men’s' Food, Cloathing,
Habitation, and Medicine, ispart of this
Natural Knowledg : to which we may " al-
fo-4dd the underftanding of all other Hu-
maneOperations,and of theEffeésproceed -
ing from thence, for the Ufes of Humane
Lite. Foralthough the voluntary A&ions
- of men, as they exert themfelves towards
S ‘ Things



26 A brief Difpifiim  Cha.
Things without them, do not work exa@-
Iy aftertbefame mansger as mere Mechaniek
Motions, vie. fram the Pulfion or Matioq
of other Bodies, but either fromtheir Res-
fons, or Wills ; yetfince all the outward
Motions we exert , receive their Meafure
and Force from the Natural Powers of Hu-
mane Bodies, which are of the fame Na-
ture with ethers, and (0 mu@ perform
" their Natursl Fun@ions, esthey are re-
gulated by the neceflary Laws of mattsr
end motion , much after the {fame manner
a5 other Natural Motions, it is evident,that
thefe voluntary Aions, whenever they are
thus exerted , sre regulated by thefame -
Natura] Laws : Anditis commonly known
- how much mea’s Indudtry, by the various
motions of their Bodies {which a Philofo-
pher can eafily refolve into mechanic ones)
does contribute to their own and other
Men’s Prefervation, by providing and ad-
miniftring Victuals, Cloths, Phyfick,Hon-
- fes,@c.Ja performing which Effedts, Men’s
Strength,and Skill in Husbandry,Building,
* Navigation,and other manual Trades, are
chiefly employed.Norare the Liberal Arts
abfolutely free from thefe Laws of Motion,
fince by the help of eertain fenfible Signs ,
and articulate Notes, or marks, as Words,

to

Lettersyor Cyphers,the minds of Men come
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- ‘tO.be,epdued with Knochdg’ ﬂnd dizer

&ed in maft of their Civil .and Moaral
Dutics. 1 haveqnly thought fit to hint
thus much concerning Humane Actions
confideredas meer\Natural Thingsexifting
without us ; byt I hall treat more fully of
them in the next Chapter, whenIcame to
treat of the Nature.of Man, confidered a5 3
oY 2B s plainy appyirs;That o
8. 2.1. Hence it plainly appears, That ¢
thefe Natural Things, and the mutual Helps
by which they -a:c(fprocwcd, may be cer-
tainly known, end foreften by us ,to be
naturally,and unalterably Gaod; that is,
tending to the Prefervation and Happinefs
of Mankind. And for the faime Reafon all
thofe contrary Cagfes,or Matiops by which
men’s Badies are weakned or deftroyed,by
leflening or taking away the Neceflariesand
- Conveniences of Life, fuch asFood, Ray-
th’ Liberty, Quiet, f¢c. Andallothofe
&ions by which Vertue and knowledge
may berqoted out of men’s minds; and
Errors, and unbridled Paffions,deftructive -
to the Common Good of Mapkind, intro-
duced in their Rooms, are neceffarily and
in their own Nature Evil. Therefore
when we determine of Natural Goods, or
Evils, according to the Law of Nature,
Wwg agenot only to cqnfider the Prefervatj-

d

o1
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on of a few particular Perfons, fince ‘the
Punithment, - nay, Death of thofé, may of-
ten conduce to the common ‘Good ; but
rather that of the aggregate Body of Man.
kind, fubordinate to GOD, as the Head of
Rational Beings, in the Natural Syftem or
Commenweal,eftablifl'd by Natural Laws:
For the Good of an Aggregate Body,is no-
thing elfe but the Chiefeft Good that can

accrue to all its Parts, or Individuals. =

§. 22. Having now found out from the
Nature of Things, by what means our
Minds- can receive the Idea’s of a Common

Natural Good, and Evil, and thefé¢ no

lefs certain and ftable, than thofe by which
the Caufes of Generation and Corruption
are exhibited to them ; I come next to con-
fider, That the Matter and Motion, in
Which the Powers of Humane Bodies (as
well as other Parts of this Vifble World)
confift, and exert themfelves after a limited
manner , and have a finite Quantity , and
certain Bounds, beyond which they cannot
act ; from which  Principles flow thofe
known Laws of Natural Bodies, as that
they cannot be at once in' divers Places ,
and therefore cannot be moved toward
contrary Points,’ at the fame time; or fo
. asto be {ubfervient to the contrary Will?

: . o




Ci_m . of the .Lé,w of Nature. 29
of divers: Perfons, at - orice; but are .fo
bounded and ‘determined in their Natures,

as to be only ordered or difpofed of; ac- ‘
cording to the Will of one Perfon alone, -
or elfe, of divers confenting or confpiring

to the fame End, or Defign. . Forif Men
fhould think thus to make uf¢ of them,
they would be fo far from conducing to -
their Benefit, or Preférvation, that. they

would only tend to. their Hurt, and De- -

firucion ; finceifthe ftronger had a Right = -
to take from the Weaker by firength, and -

" the Weaker from the Stronger. by Cunning
and Surprize , any of thefe Neceffaries of
Life, which he was once poflefled of;; yet:
when he had them,. he could not be more.
affured that he fhould keep them, than he
‘was that laft poflefled them, fince one
Stronger, or more Cunning than himfelf;
may yet come , and ferve him as he had
" done the other before; and fo on , ’till
all Men that enjoy’d them .fhould be de- .
ftroy’d, and the Things contended for; pe-

rith without ufé : So that their could re-. -

main neither any Owner, nor Thing to -

. be owned.

§. 33, From all which that hath been
now laid down,, .I fhall draw fome Con-.
clufions of great mement to our fubjec ;-
3s, (1.) From this knowledge of the Na-

B : ) -ture
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ture of Things; (and efpetially of out own’
Humane Nature) we may learit that fo-
mich celebrated Diftin@ion of the Sroicks,
berween the 22d¢” iud(i. e.) thofe Things
which are in’ our own Powet and Difpo-
fal, fuch-as' are the volithtaty Motions and'
- Inclinations'of ourBodies and Minds; and
wd e b My (#-¢.) the Things out of our
Power, fich as are thofe Corporeal Mo-
tions, {o'violent and irrefiftible, which we
daily ebferve to proceed from the Narure
and’ Frame of the' World, and we wealt
Creatures are not able to- refift, and from
whofe irtefiftible Force, all things here be--
low ate in a‘perpetual’ flox; whence alfo
there happens tous Men, a perpetual vicife
fitude of Things, as'wéll Adverfe as Pros
- fperbus, as allo of Maturation, Decay’, and
Diffolution : Se that this Diftin@ion’ (if
dleiy obferved) will be of fingular ufe, as
well informing our Manners, as governing'
out’ h;:ffe&ions: For from IIllenl:e we are
faught not to expe® any other or grea-
teru‘thppineG', as & Reward of all' otir
Eabours and Endeavours, than what may
proceed from a prudent Management of our
Rational Faculties , and from thofe’ Exter-
nil Helps which we may expet¥ Divine
- Providence will afford us, in governing
the world'; by which means® wi mafs:‘ :g‘
- | fre
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freed from theft finitlefs Labérs and Eno -
dedvours; to wihich Me'’s vain Béars and:
graundlefs Hopts, R often tranfport theris
Nor fligll we foo uch sfRi& cur felves for
thofe Bvils, whiclicitherdonow, or may
hefeafter’, withott ouf owrd Faults, inevis
tably befil us; whenc€the greatelt part of
thofe Troubles and Moleftatiofis, whichare:
. wont to proceed from Grief, Anger, and
Difcontent at our prefent fortunes, or
Conditions, may; by otr Prudence, ot Pa-
tienice, be-prevented. - Neither are vée here-
by anly dire@ied to-the aveiding of Evils
but liere is alfo challiéd outts us; a more
fliort and compeadious iirethidt, by wiliich:
we muy, by degrees ; atesinito thiofé ewo
greateft Bleflings which caty be enjoyed by
us i this Life; the Cultare of oiir own
Miads, and the’ Govetinent of oar Pafe

fions.- o R
§. 34, Ineedriot profecite this Subjet
ary farther, but fhall procetd to také no--
tice of fome obvious Obfetvations to our
Purpefe, viz. Thatit is evident from coni-
men -Experience; That the natural Forces
or Pewers, of any one Peérfon, ate too
weak, feanty, and ireonfiderable, towards
thie bbtain‘iﬁ?'aﬂ thiat Heppitiels e defires
anid is capable of § to procure which, hie (il
wadts the-Help andl Affitaiice of ‘on?hﬁy
er

i
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other Perfons and Things, to render "his .
Life fafe, pleafant, or contented. And;fur-
ther, that it is in the Power of any one of
us, to contribute many Things towards the
ufe of others of our own. kind, which we .
do not need oyr felves ; and which though :
of no ufe to us, yet may be of fingular ufe
to their Happinefs, or Prefervation. -But’
fince we are certain, from thofe known
Bounds of our Power, that. we- qre not -
able te compel all thofe by force, whofe:
Affiftance we ftand in need of, to co-ope--
rate withus, ' towards this our main End-
and Defign, viz. Happinefs; there can be-
no furer Means, or fafer Defence left us,
" than that by a conftant offering and affor- .
ding thofe Neveflaries of Life ,» together
- with our Affiftance to others, as often as
it lies in our Power; we may, thereby pro-
bably render them likewife Benevolent and
Helpful to us in the like Neceffities, or Oc-
cafions : Sothat this Benevolence, or Cha-
ity , .is only sconftant Will and Endeas
vour to A thus fincerely and diffufively,
whenever any Opportunity offersit.(elf;.
and that even in thofe Cafes, in which it.
may oftentimes be probably forefeen, that .
noReturn canbeimmediatelyexpectedfrom
- the Perfon to whom the Benefit is done;
fince, .however, it ftill contribuges to the
YLale ‘ genes

~
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general Good of Mankind, -of which that
Perfon we {0 benefit is a Member : which
general Benevolence doth not yet hinder,
but that we may beftow and exercife a
larger fhare , and higher degrees. thereof,
towards thofe from whom our own long
Acquaintance, and nearer Relation, may
perfuade us to hope forlarger Returns of
Friendthip. o ,
§.25. Whence we may,in the next place,
obferve, That ifour Affiftance ; and other
"Things in our Power; certainly contribute
to the ufe, or Benefit of others, they can
only perform this, as they are Aflign’d, or
appropriated, to the particular Perfons that
are to make ufe of them, according to{fome
certain time and place. So thatif Right
Reafon prefcribe a Ufe of Things,and Hu-
mane Helps, as neceffary for the Happinefs
and Prefervation of Mankind, it, as necef:
{arily, prefcribes, that this Ufe of thefe
Things , fhould be appropriated to them
that are thus toufe them, for the time they
ftand in need of them, and accordingto the
place in which they are to be ufed. The
Confequence is evident,becaufe RightRea4
fon can only prefcribe that to be done,which
will confift with the nature of the Things
that are to be ufed, and the Perfons that are
to ufe them. So it being evident, that 4 Di-
3 ) vifiors

/
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vifion, or Appropriation of Things,and Hu-
mane Affiftances and Labours,is abfolutel
neceflary for the Subfiftance and Happineg
of all Men ; it alfo follows, That this
neceffary Limitation , or Approptiation of
any of thefe Things to particular Perfons,
for the time they ftand in need of thend, is
a natural Separation of them, from the ufe
of all others, during the time they are fo
made ufe of. By Things, I mean fuch -
fingle Things as are uncapable of divifion; -
an§ to make ufe of which, it is abfolutely
neceffary that it be poﬂ'eﬂ%d whole and en-
tire, fuch asare Food,Cloths, and the like;
but there are other Things, as an Ifland, 2
Field, and the like , which may very well
ferve for the Ufe of divers Perfons at once,
and whofe Divifion ariffng from the pofitive.
~ Confent of Men already entered into Civil
‘Societies, or comgmonweals, Ineed not
now treat of; S
§.2.6. But from this natural Divifion, or
Appropriation of Things, and its Neceflity
for the Prefervation of Mankind , arifes
that Natural and Primitive right proceeding
from Occupa ncy,which both Philofophers
and Civilians grant to haveplace in the ftate
" of Nature, fuppofing a Community of moft
Things : For Right is but a certain Faculty,
or
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ot Power of A&irig,or enjoying any thing

granted us by a Law ;but in this ftate there -

is-no other Law but that of Right. Reafon,
given by GOD, concetning fuch AQions
- as are neceffary for the common' Good of
‘Rational beings. Therefore fincé Right
Reafon requires a feparate ufe of particular -
Things, and Humane affiftances, as necef-
fary and conducing to this Edd, theremuf¥
needs follow from thence , a Right to the
Ufe and Enjoyment of agy ﬂparticular’rhing‘

during the time the pofie
ofit; for a Man hath the fame Right to
live to morrow,as he hath today sand con-
- fequently hath the fame Riglit to all the
Means which are neceffary for his preférva- -
tion. Therefore if this Houfe, Servint, or
any thing elfe that I im now poflefled of,be
neceflary for thy Happinefs ot Prefervation
to day, I thall have alf a like Right to it for
the future as long as it continues thusnecef-
fary : And inthis ftate there being no other
Judg of the Means of my own Preférvation
but my felf , I fhall have a Rightto it as
long as1live, for the fame Reafont for
which T had aRight'to it ac firft, So that -
unlefs,the Ufe or Neceflity ceafinig, I alter
my Mind concerning it; or affign my Inte-
~ reft in it to andther , I have a perpetual
Right init,excluding that of any other,du.
D2 ring

or'fo makes ufe
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- ring the time that I am thus pofleffed of it :
- Not that I hereby grant every Man a

Right, in the ftate of Nature, to all Things
which his unreafonable Paffions, or Appe-
tites fhall fanfie to be neceffary for his own
Prefervation, or Happinefs, but only to {o
‘much of theMeans conducing thereunto,as
any Man, whilft he judges according to
. Right Reafon, orEquity, and the natural

Neceffities of himfelf and Family, fhall

rightly fo determine , without arrogating,

or affTuming to himfelf more than is really
-neceffary for the Ends, and without rob-

bing others of what is alfo neceffary for

them,which is down-right Violence and In-
~ Juftice.

. §.27. Whence it plainly appears, That
this natural Divifion,or property in Things,
firft proceeding from Occupancy and Pof-
feffion, as it is neceffary for the Prefervation
of all particular Perfons, fo it muft be like-
wife for that of Mankind, confidered as an
aggregate Body, confifting of divers. Indi-
viduals, the fame Means being neceffary for
the prefervation of the whole, as are re-
~ quifite to all its conftituent Parts or Mem-
bers, though this kind of Property may
very well confift with Community, as at
. Ordinaries and Theatres, every one that

pays

m—
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pays his Mony hath a Right to'his Dinner,
or Place : yet none can tell what it is, or
whereit fhall be, till hehath it on his Plate,
or isactually feated init. - _

8. 28. It alfo further appears That thefé
Principles, being truly drawn from the Na,
ture of Things, do entirely deftroy Mr, H’s
wild Hypothefis, concerning the Natural
Right of all men to all Things, that he
- may thereby - prove a Right, in the ftate
of Nature, in all Men, of doing whatfo-
everthey pleafe towards others, Neceffary
to their prefervation ; {o that thence may
arife a natural 'ftate of War of all Men
againt all. * 'And hence it likewif¢ appears
uponwhat grounds every Man hath a Righe
to his own Lif¢; Linibs, and Liberty, wviz,
becaufe they are the natural Means by
which we are enabled to ferve GOD, and
affift Mankind;" in doing which, we proféq
cute the Common Good  of Rational Bet
ings. And from thefe Principles .here laid
down, it clearly appears, thatMr. H's Do~
@rines concerning the Law of Nature, and
Dominion , are pot only precarious , but
manifeftly falfe ; which, firft, fuppofe (with-
out any fufficient Proof) an unlimited
Right of all Men.toall Things,to be necef~
‘fary to their Prefervation, as, the Founda-
tion of all Natural Laws,and Civil Societies
- D3 For
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For the praving of which, he only makes
ufe of fome falfe and fpecious Arguments,
as I hope I have fufficiently made ap-
ps.ar in the fecond Part of this Trea-
tife. o
- 5. 29. .Hav,i,n? now eftablifhed a Natural
roperty in fuch Things , Humane
Eelps, or Affiftances, as are neceffary for
Men’s Happinefs and Prefervation, in order
to the Commop Gaod, I thall not concern
my felf to prove the Canvenience of Civil
Property, as now eftablifhed in moft Com-
monweals;nor fhall I now trouble you with
. thafe Mifchiefs, which Ariffetle, in his Po-.
- liticks, hath very well proved , would fol-
Jow from a Community d}"hing.s, by rea-
fon of thofe unavoidable Strifes and Contep-
tions, which would daily arife from our
ufing the Fruits of the Earth in common;
Only I'think Tmay fay thus much, That -
A gnqe Mankind is fo jmultiplied in well-in-
‘habited Countries, that there is not land fuf.
ficient to be divided amongft all the inha,
bitants,foas to fervefor eachPerfon’scomfor-
table Subfiftance without foreign Trades, or
- mechanick Employments,there muft necef”
farily follow a more full and exaé® Divifion
and Appropriation of the neceffaries of Life,
fuch as are land,or the nfe & produ@s theree
of;35 Corn,Cattel,and thelike,in order t;th.e.
. 14 ]
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Prefervation and Happinefs of that Nation,
or Civil Society, by whofe Confent {uch a
Divifion and Appropriation of thefeThings
were at firft introduced ; which being once
fetled by Civil Laws, there is the like
Reafon for its continuance ; and Men have
as much Right to thofe Things they thus
enjoy,by the particular Laws of the Coun-
" tries where they live, as they had before
in the ftate of Nature, to whatever they
could Eoﬁ'e{‘s by the Right of Occupancy,
or Pofleflions fince it is evident, That this
more exa& Property, or Dominion, cone
fiting in a firicer and more limited ufé of
thefe Things, hath a greater efficacy in
order to the Happinefs and Prefervation of -
that Nation, or part of Mankind, which
have thus agreed to it, than the bare Oc-
cupancy, or Pefleflion of thefe Things
had, before fuch a Divifion made, or a-
gteed upon ; nor can it now be altered ;
however, perhaps, hard and unequal it
‘may prove to fome particular Perfons,
fince it will always conduce to the Happi-
nefs and Tranquility of each particular Ci-
vil Society , or Commonweal, that it
fhould continue as it doth,that it d1
ftill altered,according to every Man’s parti»
cular Fancy,or Intereft,fince fuch a Change
can never be made, without intonceivable
D4 Dif-

ould be



s Thws T

' 40 A brief Difquifition Ch.1.
Difcontents, and Civil Diffentions, which
would quickly end in open Violence and
Hoftility.

~ §.30. So that from thefe Principles here
laid down,that there is no Right conferred
upon any Man, of doing whatevershis own

- wild Fancy, or unbounded Appetite may -

prompt him to, but only, what he fball,
according to right Reafon, truly judge ne-
ceflary to his own, or Family’s Happinefs
_and Prefervation,in order ro the Common

Good .of Mankind. Therefore I here de-

- fire you to take notice, that whatever
Right we enjoy, even to the things moft
neceflary for our Prefervation, it is found-
ed, if not in the Precept, yet at leaft per-
miflion of this’ great Law of Nature, of
endeavouring the Common Good of Ra-
tional Beings, when we truly judge accor-
ding to the Nature of things, concerning
the means neceffary, and conducing to this
great End ; {o that it can never be proved,
that any one hath a right of Preferving
himfelf, unlefs it be firft made out, how
this Right of Self-prefervation conduces
to, or at leaft confifts with this Common
Good. Since no Rational Man can ever
believe, that God intended ¢he Preferva.
tion, much lefs the Senfual Pleafures of
‘any one Man, -as the Sole End of His Cre-
: ‘ ' D ation,
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ation.’, Which Principle being once efta.
blifhed, as the Foundation and Original
of all the-Natural, or Civil Rights we en-
joy'; our own natural Powers and Rights
will appear {o limited thereby, that we
" cannot without Injury and Injuftice, vio-
late or invade the Right of others, much
lefs break out into open War againft them
without juft Caufe; nay, all thofe Argu-
ments by which any one Man can affume
a Right to preferve himfelf by the Law of
Nature, will likewife be of the fame force
-to prove, that he ought to preferve. athers
alfo; and that it can never become lawful
for-us in any State, to rob innocent Pere
fons of what is neceffary for their Well-
“being and Prefervation ; but rather onthe
‘contrary, that all Men’s natural Rights,
‘fhould be " fecured ' from the mifchiefs of
‘unreafonable Violénce, War, and Con-
tention, which natural Security in-a Civil
State or Commonweal, is highly improved
-and encreaféd by the Affiftance of Human
Skill and Induftry, according to the efta-
blithed Laws of Property or Dominion. -
§.31. I have fpoken thus much ‘con-
cerning the neceflary Connexion between
‘the particular A&ions above mentioned,
‘and the Common Good of Mankind, that
by ‘confidering their relation to this Ggest
4 . Fnd,
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End, the Nature of all Humane AQions
may more certainly be known and prede- -
termined. Sinice the Dependance of natu-
ral Effe@s on theit Caufts, is abfolutely
neceffary and immutable ; for as well in
the flate of Nature or. Community, as of
Civil Society, or feparate Property, thofe

Human A&ions which caufe, or procure,

thatPeople’s thinds fhould not be prejudiced

by Errors, Lyes, or Perfidioufnefs; nor

their Bodies hurt, nor their Lives, Goods,

Fames and Chaflities violated, or taken 4-

way, and alfo by whicha grateful return

is rendred to thof€ that have done us good ;

eor in fhort, 21l thofe A&ions by which the

true happinefs of any one Man, or more

is procured, without Injury to others, as

they always were, {o they ever will be the
certain caufes of the Common Good, and

Happinefs of Mankind, and are therefore
diftinguifhed by the Titles of Moral Ver-

tues, as I fhall more at large demontftrate

in this Difcourfe, when I come to fhew

how all Moral Vertues are derived from,

"and at laft refolved into this Principle of
the Common Good of Rational Beings.

But leaft the varioufnefs of the Obfer-
vations treated of in this Chapter, and
their Independance upon each other,thould
+ yender them perplex'd, and confequently

uncon- .
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unconvincing to common Readers, who
. may not be able to carry fo long a train of
confequences in their minds; I fhall con-
tra& of what hath been now faid into thefe

" few phin Propofitions.

1. That thongh all particular Men are
mortal, and but of a fhore duration, yet
God hath flill preferved Mankind with-
out any fenfible failure or decay.

2. That in Order to this,God hath made
Man to be propagated by Generation
and alfp to be preferved by divers outwar
- means,which we call neceflaries of Life.

. That thefe natural means can no wa
anfwer this end, butas they are allowed,
or appropriated to the ufes and occafions
of particular Perfons, during the time they
ftand in need of them, and {o cannot at the
fame time anfwer the different or contrary
. defires, and neceflities of divers men,endea-
vouring to ufe thefe things in 2 manner
ftlllxdly differeat and contradictory to each

4. That the raking away thofe neceflaries
of Life, which another is rightly pofiefled
of, doth not only caufe the ruine and de.
firu@ion of that Perfon and his Family, -
wllx&;vgere thus p:!ﬂ&ﬂ;d of them ; bxl:t by
ca a perpetual ftrife mankind,
will render thefe things uncapagle of be;?ig

- . . madge
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made ufe of at all for their Common Good
and Prefervation. =~ = .

5. ‘That fuch a Strife, if profecuted to
the utmoft, will certainly end in the ‘de-
ftru@ion, mot only of particular Perfons
and Nations, but of all Mankind cantrary
to God’s defign’ - o
6. From ‘all which'wé may Ratiodally
‘colle@, that God defigns the Prefervation
and Happinefs of Mankind,as al{o ofall In.
dividual Perfons as parts of it, {ofar as their
frail and mortal Natures'will permit, and
in fubordination to. the good of the whole
body thereof. -~ . oo
2. That tlierefore there are no furer means
te procure this great Edd of the Common
Good' of Mankind, than'an Univetfal Be-
nevolence towards Rational Beings; con-
fiting, Firft, in Divine' Love or Piety to-
wards God; and in réfpect of Men, not on-
ly in permitting edch other quietly-to en-
joy all the necefiaries of Life, but alfo in -
making a fetled divifion of them to others,
foas to be'appropriated to feveral men’su-
~ fes or occifions’; which dictates being gi-
ven us by ‘God as a‘Rule of all our moral’

~ 7 Ad&ions, (in the efercifé of whith is con-

tained our trueft Happinefs, as in its viola=
lation, our greateft' Miféry) are theréfore
truly and properly a Law, and indeed the

Sum of all the Lawsof Nature. =~ CHAP,
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CHAP n'-.;;z
fObfer‘ltatzom and Canclu lons, drawn ﬁ'om
the Conﬁdemtzon 0 Human Nature

and Right 'Reafon, as a /0' ﬁom the .
Nature of God

S. 1. Avmg in thc former Chaptet ‘
drawn fuch eafie and obvious
Obfervations, from the Na-

ture of thofe things without us, which we

daily ftand inneed and make ufe of,as may
ferve to prove,after what manner we ought
to make ufe of them, and whence that

Right arifes we have to them; I come now

- to make the like Obfervations from the

Nature of Mankind, in order to the pro-

ving,that we are deﬁgned by God for the

‘Good and Prefervation of others befides our

felves, and that'in the doing of this, we

procure (as far as lies in our Power) the

Good ind Happinefs of allRational Beings,

in which our own is likewife included. To .

perform this Task, I fhall firft take DOth?

: g o
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. of thofe O%alities or Properties that belon

to man (1) asa meer natural Body,(2 )fuc

- as belong to him as an Animal, (3) fuch

as are peculiar to him as a Rational Crea-

* ture, endued with a higher and nobler

Principle then Brutes,viz.an immortal Soul.

§. 2. To begin with thefirft of thefe, it
is evident, that as a Natural Body, he is
endued with thefe Properties common to

“all other Natural Bodies. (1.) Thatall his

Motions, in which his Life, Strength, and
Health confit, do proceed from God,

~ the firft Oz;%ginal , or Caufe of them,
a

and are neceflarily complicated with, and
depend upon the motions of ihnumerable
other Bodies,among which thofe Corporeal
motions of Men (which do often limit
and reftrain our own) are firft and chiefly
to be confidered. (2) That from them, as

from other Bodies, Motion may be propa-

gated Indefinitely, and which does not pe-
rith, but concur with other motions to per-
petnate the Succéflion of things, that is,
contribute to the confervation of the Uni-

-verfé; and asthe former of thefe Obferva.

tions. teaches us, that a particular end,viz.
our own Prefervation, depends upon our
common or joynt Forces, or Natural Pow-

_ers; {o this latter inftru@s us, that fuch

Powers and Motions of particular Perfons,
| ' are
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are often moft Beneficial,and: conducing to
the common good of all Men. Fhe firft of

thefe Conclufions forbids us to hope for,or
" endeavour our ownprivate Good or Happi-
nefs, as feparate and diftin® from that of
all others,and fo excites us to feek the com-
mon good of Rationals, as the Original of
our own particular Happinefs. The other
fhews, that this endeavour of the Common:
Good can never prove in vain, or to go
purpofe, fince it concurs with the Will of
God, and conduces to the Prefervation of
the Univerfe, and of all Humane Creatures
therein contain’d ; and farther,that in-each
complicated motion,aswell in that,towards
which divers Caufes concur for the Pre-
fervation of any Body for a certain time,
as alfo in that,;whereby each particular Bo-
" dy concursto the confervation of the whole
Syftem ; there is a certain order flill ob-
ferved, whereby fome motions are necef-
farily determined by others in a continual
Series, or Succeffion, all which are yet go-
- veraed or over-ruled,by the motion of the
whole Syftem of Natural Bodies. And al-
though this fort of Contemplation, may
feem remote from common ufe,yet s it not
to be contemned as altogether unprofitable -
in Human Affairs; for it makes us more
diftinctly perceive from fome certain ger;:i
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" ral Principles, how neceffary a conftant .
and certain Orderis amongft thofe Caufes,
that A& from Corporeal Powers; fo that -
many of them, may each in their order
Succeflively concur to an effe& forefeen,or
defigned by us; and farther fhews usa Rule
how we may certainly judge, what Caufe
does more or lefs contribute to the Effe& .
fought for, or defired; fo that from the .-
Natural Efficacy of thefe Caufes, their Or-
der,Force,and Digpnity, in refpe¢t to each
Effe@t,are to be determined and judged of;
and we are taught from the Nature of
things, as well what Caufés are to be moft
efteemed for thofe good Effe@s they have,
~ or may produce,as alfo which are moft di«
ligently to be fought after,for the obtaining
thofé ends which we defire, and by which
means it may be alfo known ; that thofé
Caufes which Philofophers calls Univerfal,
@iz, God the firft caufe, and the motion
of the Celeftial Bodies as proceeding from
Him, are the Original Caufes of the Com-
mon Good or Happinefs of Mankind, a
part of which we either alwaysdo atual-.
. ly, or can hope to enjoy. :
$. 3. But omitting thofe Motions which
are not in our Power to influence or alter,
it is certain, that among the things which
are in cither our Power to do or forbc;la}; .
£noe
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thofe veluntary Humane mations proceed-
ing from an Univerfal Benevolence of all
Men towards all others; are the principal
~ Caufes of their Common Happinefs, and in
which every one’s privateGoodis included.
Since from this fource proceed all thofe
A&ions, by which Men’s Innocence ind Fi:
delity towards each other are preférved ;

~as alfo by which Humanity, Gratitude, and

almoft all the other Vertues are exerted and

grformed, after as certain a manner as the

atural motions of the Spirits, Bowels,
Nerves and Joynts in an Animal,do whiolly.
proceed from the motion of the Heart,and
Circulation of the Blood ; which judgment
or determination, being taken . from the -
Nature of things duly confidered, fhould,
withiout doubt, caufeus to yield Obedienes
to all the Laws of Nature, as contributing

" to this CommonGoed of Rational Agents,

. and fhould make us alfo diligently takecare;
that the fame be obferved by others;fothat
there may be nothing wanting on our fidé
to render us ag happy, as our frdil Naturé

-will allow; fince right reafon can pros

~pofe no higher or nobler End, than this,
of all our moral A&ions:

§. 4. Yet whiltt we corfipare the Aggré:
géte Body of mankind, s fa as we ca
B |
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A& by Corporeal force) with the Natural

Syftems of other Bodies,I am not unmindful
of the manifeft difference there is between

them, viz. That all the Effe@&s of meer . ‘

Corporeal Syftems, are produced by the
Contiguity, and immediate Operation of
1 Bodies,moving upon others that are capable
~ ofbeing moved by them; without that
Senfe, Deliberation, or Liberty, whichare
only to be found in human Acions,in whofé
Motions and Operations on each other,
though a great difference often intervenes;
yet for all that,it is evident,that the Corpo-
real Powersof Men when exerted, are fub-.
je& to the fame Laws of motion with other
Bodiés, and that divers Men may often co-
eperate to one certain Effe, relating to

" ¢he Good or Hurt of others, fo that there .
‘is the fame neceffity ofa Subordination be-
tween Human motions,as thereis between
thofe of other Bodies. And I muft here far-
ther take notice, that Men have frequent
opportunities of meeting together, and alfa
. many other means by which they may hurt
6r help each other,by fpeaking,writing, or
other A®ions. And therefore if we confider

theNature of Mankind,in the whole courfe -

- of their Lives, it ought to be confidered as

one entire Syftem of Bodies, confifting of

feveral particuldr-parts ; fo that nothing a{ht

o

———t
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oft can be done in Relation to any Man’s
Tife, Family, or Fortune, which doth not
fome way or other, either benefit or pre-
judice,thofe things which are moft dear to

othersalfo : as the motion of any one Body

in the Syftem of the world, Communi-
cates it felf to many others. For that great
prerogative of Knowledge andUnderftand«
ing, with which Man is endued,fupplies the
Contiguity required for motion in other
Bodies; Men being often excited toAcions,
by certain Arbitrary figns or words, by
which they underftand, what hath beer.
done by others in places far diftant.  So,
alfo our intelle apprehending a likenefs of
Defires and Averfions, between thofe of the
fame Species withit felf, as to things necef
fary or hurtful to Life, as alfo being able to
remember other Men’s A&ions towards
themfelves, or thofe they love, are from

thence excited to hope for, or expec the

likethings from them,and arealfo provoked

to a requital when occafion is offered.Such.

Properties being plainly Natutal, and con-
ftant in Humane Nature, are no.fefs effica-
cious to excite Men to fuch Actions or mos
tions, than a natural contra& between Bo-

dies,is to Communicate motion between all .

the parts of any Corporeal Syftem.
S Ea R S
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'§. 5. From which Natural Obfervations
it is plainly manifeft, that particular Men
may Learn, that both their greateft Secu-
rity from Evil, and all their hopes of obtain-
ing any Good or Affiftance from others,
towards making themfelves Happy, do tru-
ly and ncceﬂirg{ depend upon voluntary
A&ions, proceeding from the Benevolence
of others, who at the fame time do them.
felves ftand in need of the like means for
. their Happinefs and Safety. From whence
we cafily perceive,that thefe mutualHelps
and Affiftances of Men towards each other,
are highly beneficial to all of them, and
anfwer that Concourfé of natural Bodies,
and that Ceffion or giving place to each
other, which is fo neceflary for the perfor-
mance of their motions. So that from this
neceflity of thefe mutual helps, it follows,
-that he who would confult his ewn Happi-
nefs and Prefervation, fhould procure &s
far as he is able) the Good will and afiift-
ance of others, fince he cannot but be fen-
fible, that he is able to afford and perform
to others, divers like Offices of kindnefs,
and fo is able toconfpire with the whole
Syftem of Rational Beings, towards the
fame End, (viz.) the mon Good
- of Rational Beings : and that, on the con-
trary, the weak and inconfiderable forcz?




Ch.2. of the Law of Nature. §3
of any one Man, are not {ufficient to com-
pel fo many others, each of them equal (if
not fuperiour)to himfelf,both in Wit and
Power, to yield him their help and affi-
ftance;to their own prejudice) whetherthey
will or no; which would prove as impof-
fible,as that a hundred pound weightplaced
in one Scale of a Balance, fhould bear down
feveral other hundred weights, putin the
oppofite Scale: So likewife the force and
cunning of any fingle Perfon, is of no fuf-
ficient Power or Force, againft the feveral,
Neceflities, Counfels, and Endeavours, of
innumerable others towards their own, and
the Common Good, without any. confide-
ration of his particular Happinefs alone.
Therefore it is manifeft from this natural
Balance of Humane Powers, that men may
be more certainly induced by our Benevo-
lence, or Endeavour of the Common Good,
to yield us thofe things and affiftances we
ftand in need of, than by ufing force or
deceit,which Mr. Hobbs ™ fup-
pofes, even the Good and Ver- |, ©Jide, The
tuous may lawfully exercifein cip =
the State of Nature, as the
only natural means of {elf-preférvation, in
his Imaginary State of Nature, ‘
" 8. 6. So that from thefe Natural Obfer»
vations, concerning all the means neceffary
o E 3 to
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- to the Confervation of the Corporeal Uni.
‘verfe, and of the feveral forts of Beings
therein contained,we may draw thefe Con-
clufions, 1. That all thingsareé fo difpofed,
‘that not the Ieaft quantity of matter and
motion, can ever be loft ; but the fame Spe-
cies of Animals are ftill' continued, and
are rather encreafed than leflened, not with-
ftanding all the oppofition of the cruel Paf-
- fions, and unruly Appetites of fome other
Animals, fothatin this perpetuity of mat-
terand motion, by a continual fucceffion’
of things, the Natural Good, or Confer-
vation of the Corporeal Univerfe confifts,
and towards which it is carried according
to the immutable Laws of motion : nor
can there be any fufficient reafon given,.
why the Confervation of Mankind may not
be locked upon gs eftablifhed by as cer-.
tain and natiral a chain of Caufes, asthe
Succeflive Generations of any other Crea-
tures, fince they depend alike upon the
Jafting Nature of the Corporeal Univerfe,
and agree in all the Effentials of Animals,
And certainly the Addition’ of 3 Rational
Soul to our Bodies, does very often put
“usin a better Condition than that of Brutes,
but can never make us in a worfe; This
will be evident to any Man that confiders
the benefits, which accrew to our Bodies
- e S N om
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from the Government of our Reafon, and

which do abundantly recompenfe fome in<- - °

conveniencies which may happen to them
from the errours of our minds. Nay,itis
moft certain, that its errours touching
Food, Pleafure, and other things which
concern the Prefervation of our Bodies,
proceed from the Soul’s yielding, againfk
the Admionitions of Reafon, to Carnal Ap»
petites, and Corporeal or Animal Paffions,
2. That the matter and motion of all Bodies,
as alfo of Men (confidered only as fuch)
do Mechanically, or whether they will of
no, promote the motion of that of the Cor-
poreal Univerf¢, fince the motion of all
particular Bodjes is determined, by the ge-
neral motion of the whole Syftem. =~ -

§. 7. In thort, our Judgments concerning
the neceffary means of the Happinefs of
Mankind,may be convinced from thefe Na-
tural caufes operating after the fame mane.
ner, and by the fame Natural Laws, by
which the Corporeal Univerfe is preferved,
fince they confift in thefé two Rules:

1. That the endeavours of particular
Perfons towards their own prefervation,
are as plainly neceffary for the Conferva-
tion of the whole Species of Mankind, as
the Mechanick motions of particular Bo-
dies,are to the general motion of the whole
Corporeal Syftem, E 4 2. That

Y
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2. That the Powers of particular Perfons,
bywhich they defend themfelves againftthe
force of others, fhould be fo equally Ba-
fanced, as that (like the motion of other
Bodies) none of them fhould be deftroyed
or loft, ta the Prejudice or Detriment of the

whole. Somewhat like which is feeninall
the motions of the Corporeal Syftem of the

World, which proceed from its Plenitude,
and the mutual Contra& of ‘Bodies,and fo
extend themfelves through the whole mafs
of matter ; but it is the proper Talent of
Humane Reafon and Underftanding, to

obferve that each Man’s particular Happi--

nefs , does depend upon the voluntary
A&ions of other Rationals, after a much
nobler manner, even when they are far
diftant, and can therefore take care that all
Humane A&ions may in like manner con-
.duce tg the Common Good of Rational
Agents,asthe motions of all Bodies,do tothe
Confervation of the whole Corporeal Sy-
ftem ; which will be truly performed, if
in all voluntary A&ions which refpe& o-
thers, thofe two Rules aforegoing be - ob-
ferved. So that we are taught from the
real Nature of Bodies, as well thofe that

are animate as thofe thiat are nat, after what

manner, and towhat Degree we ought to
rfue our own particular Happinefs,
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which muft neceffarily conduce to, and is

- included in that of ether Rational agents.
And we are hence alfo Inftruted , what
A&ions are prefcribed, or forbid by the
Laws of Nature ; fince fuch A&ions only
are thereby commended, aspromote this -
great End, and the contrary Actions for-
bidden, whichdifturb or hinder it ; which
is alfo fuppefed by all Princes and States

', intheir Deliberations and Treaties of Peace,
it being that, in which they all agree, as
contributing to their common Satety and
Prefervation, (viz.) That the Powers of al}
the feveral States concerned, fhould be fo
juftly moderated and equally balanced,that
none may deftroy or opprefs each other.
‘Thus between neighbouring Nations, not
Subje& to the fame common Power, it is
chieflyprovidedinalltheirL eaguesand Trea-
ties,that the Forces of each particular Com-
meonwealth, fhould be {o equally balanced
by the Afliftance,and Support of their Con-
federates and Allies,that it fhould beimpoffi-
ble for any one ofthem to fwallow up,or de-
firoy anothér; but that there fhould bs
ftill left to each of them Power and means
fufficient to preferve themfelves, and their
Subjecs in Peace and Safety, asbeing the
main ends, for which they were at firlt or-
dained by hod, and inftituted by Men. g
5. 8.
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8. 8. And it isproper to all Natural Bo-
dies, whilft they perfevere in their own
motion, to be under fome kind of neceflity
alfo to contribute,and be fubféervient to the
motions of innumerable other Bodies,from
the general Laws of motion, for the
Confervation of the Univerfe. And This
Rule being found true'in Animals,it {feems
to admonifh us,not only as meer Animals,
but rational Agents, that we thould coa-
tribute our pargicular endeavours towards
the general Good, ar Prefervation of all
thofe of our own kind, fince itis not only
8 poflible effe&, but .alfo fucha one as
depending upon Caufes {o perfe® and

certain, we may with reafon believe, that’

it will endure to the end of the World.
But if we farther add to thefe Obfervati-
ons thofe things that diftinguith Animate
from Inanimate Bodies, they will yet
more f{trongly convince us, and make
us to obferve {ufficient reafons wherefore
(not fo much concerning our felves witho-
ther Corporeal Beings) we thould be chiefly
follicitous in giving our affiftance to thofe
of our own kind : Firft, then the Nature
of Animate is diftinguifhed from that of
Inanimate Bodies, by fuch a fit difpofition
of parts, and an apt conformation of their
Natural Organs, as fuffites for their Gene-

| ’ ration

B e e e
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" ration, Senfation, Imagination, Affe@ions,
Nourifhment, and alfo all fpontaneous Mo-
tions. And it is by thefe a&ions, that all
forts of Animals endeavour their Confer-
vation and Happinefs for the time that is
appointed them, and thereby procure the
Prefervation of the whole Species. :

§. 9. But I fhall not dwell too long uyp~
on thefe common obvious things, which

* are fo evident in them{glves, but fhall from
hence deduce fomething more material to
my purpofe, . (viz.) thdt from the fame in-
trinfick Conftru@ion of all Animals, where- .
by they are determined to this Endea-.
vour of Preferving themfelves, there are
befides given manifeft Declarations , that

Loving and Benevolent Acions towards-

thofe of their ownKind, are alfo neceffary

for their own defence,’and conftitute the
happieft State of Life they can enjoy. And

likewife that it is farther ordained from .

the fame concourfe of External and In.

ternal Caufés, that all Rational Agents.can-
not but be fenfible, or mindful of thefe

Indications. The firft of thofe Conclufions

contains the Senfé,and San&ion of the Law

of Nature, as the latter regards its Pro-

mulgation,or the manner whereby it comes

to be made known tous. I {hall explaineach

of them in theip order, ‘ |
: - §. 10.
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§. 10. Itis therefore firft to be obferved,
"That the corporeal Bulk, even,of the lar-
geft Animals, is contained withinafmalland
narrow compafs; as alfo that the Space of
Time wherein they canlive, or be prefer-
ved, isnotlong: From whence it follows,
“'Thatbut a few Things, and a fmall quan-
tity of them, are really neceffary for their
Nourifbment and Prefervation ; or where
there is need of a Concurrence of more
of them, they are only fuch as may be free-
ly communicated to many at once; whence
they are naturally led to defire but a few
particular Things, yet daily ftand in need
of divers others in common, whofe ufe may
notwithftanding be well communicated to
~ many at once,withoutexhaufting theirftore;
fuchas are the free Enjoymentof Air,Light,
Fire, Warer,86c. And farther,if we confider

the Stru@ure of their Bodies, we may ob--

ferve, thatthefame {upetficies of the Skin
- which hinders theEffufion,governs alfo the
. Circulation of the Blood, and does at the
{ame time fix bounds to thofe Appetites and
Necefiities by which they are urged to feek

- their own Prefervation : So that thofé few
"Things that {uffice to repair the vital Flame
which daily confumes, are likewife fuffici-

. ent not only for the Confervation of théir
life,and naturalftrength,but alfo forinabl;ing
e them

L]
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them to contribute their help and affiftance
to others of the fame kind. And, laftly,
" the Stru@ure and Capacity of the Veflels,
in which their Aliment is digefted, and of
thofe that convey the Chyle, asalfo of the
‘Veins and Arteries that receive it,being but
narrow,require but a- fmall quantity-to fill
them. So that I think no Brute can be
‘'guilty of Mr. H's Errour, ofjudging or de-
Ering all Things whatever, as neceffary for
its own Prefervation ; fince from the intrin-
fick and conftituent Parts of all Animals,
it plainly appears, That very few Things
fuffice to allay their Hunger and Thirft,and
to prevent the Injuries of the Weather.
And if o few Things are neceffary for their
Happinefs and prefervatian, they may very
well leave the reft of thofe Products which
the Earth {o plentifully brings forth, to be
-enjoyed by others of their own kind, fince
the finite quantity.of their Bodies limiting
their Appetites to the defiring , and their
Powers only to be ufing a few neceflary -
Things ; from this limitedUfe andNeceffity, -
there arifes a natural Divifion or Appropria-
tion of Thinﬁs, amongft divers Animals of
the famé kind (as I fhewed beforeinthe laft
Chapter.) . The allowance or permiffion of
which Diftribution , is the foundation of -
all the mutual Concord and Benevolence.
o ' amongft

o
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amongft them , and which their Nature re-
quires for their Prefervation : So that if this
innate Love, or Defire of Self_prefervation
in Animals, be limited after the manner we
have now defcribed,this once fatisfied,there
can be no Reafon why they fhould with-
ftand, or obftru@ the Confervation of o-

thers of the fame kind, either by hindring .

their Enjoyment ofthofé Things whichthey
themfelves do not need, or in refufing to
lend them their Help and Affitance, when
- there is occafion,and that they donot want
it themfelves. '

§. 11. The next Obfervationwe make, ig
from the Effe@s of the Senfes, as alfe the
Imagination and Memory in Animals when
they are taken up, and employed about o-
thers of the {fame kind : For fince from the
Impreffions made on their Organs of Senfe,

they cannot but perceive, that fuch Crea-

tures are of the fameNatarewith themfelves,
- fuch Notions muft,fromthe Conftitution of
their Nature, move themto fomewhat alike
affe@ion towards them as towards them-
felves. But Ifhall here avoidall Controverfies
concerning the Knowledg of Brutes, or

- which way their Affe@ions are moved by
their Imaginations ; and fhall only fuppofe,
ThattheirImagination excites theirpaffions
and chat thefe Paflions dolikewife often é)ro-
- . uce
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duce the like Motions, or Inclinations inn
their fellow Animals : From whence I col-
le@, That this Similitude of Nature does
* highly conduce to the procuring of Bene-
" volence, or Concord, amongft thofé of the
fame kind,unlefs there be fome unaccounta-
ble Antipathy, or Diflimilitude of Difpofi-
tion,which may happen to excite Enmity,
orDifcord between them, which yet not of-
ten happens : whence it follows, That A-
nimals, fo long as they are in their Right -
Senfes, and are mindful of themfelves, can-
not forget others of the fame kind, fince
under the fame Idea’s by which they con-
ceive their own Nature and the Neceffities
thereof, theycannogbut have an Idea of
thatof others ofthe fame Species with them-
felves ; and muft alfo be {enfible, that fuch
Animals being urged by the like Appetites
of Hunger and Thirft as themfelves , are
thereby moved to feek Food when hungry
or thirfty ; and carfnot but be alfo fenfible,
thatit is highly grateful to them, when the
ufe of thefe Neceffaries is left freeand un.
difturbed, or elfe is adminftred to them by
others,or that they are any ways affited by -
them in the obtaining them.

- §. 12.ButfinceIdea’s of this fort do con-
ftantly fpring up in the minds of Animals,
and produce perpetual mctives to love or



64 4 brief Difguifiin  Chz. ~

Good-will srifing neceffarily from this fi-
militude of Nature ;it al{o follows,that they
. never {o fardeviate from the natural ftate,
‘as when,through Madnefs,or any other vio=
lent Appetite,or paffion, they a& contrary-
to thefe firft and moft natural Dictates. As
allMen grant it to be 4 preternatural Difeafe
in a Dog,when feized with Madnefs to bite
all other Do%s he meets with; or when a
Sow, through a depraved Appetite eats her -
ownPigs. Nor indeed can I fee any Rea=
fon why all other kinds of inordinate Paf-
fions, which difturb the natural Difpofition
of an Animal, {o as to make it do extra-
vagant A&ions, and hurtful toits own Spe-
cies, without any juft Caufe, (fuch as An-
ger, and vehement Ehvy oftentimes pro-
. duce) may not be ju{’dfy efteemed as pre-
ternatural Diftempers of the Blood,or Brain,
very like to that of 2 mad Dog ; for there
often appears in thofe that are tran{ported
with thefe paffions , all the Symptoms of
thofeé Difeafes that proceed from an overe
flowing of Choler, or a violert efferve-
fcence oLthe Blood,fuch as ani&erial black-
nefs of the Face,paralytick Tremblings,and
other Signs well enough known toPhyfici- -
ans. Nor is an immoderate, needlefs Fear
‘ofAnimals of the fame kind,to belefsreckone
ed amongfuch Difeafes, fince itis net orily
| S pied
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preternatural, or befides their Canflitutior
when in Health, but doth likewife, as
wellas other Difeafes, déftroy the Body,
~ by driving them into animmoderateS§ad-
nefs, unfeafondble Solitude and watchings,

" with otherSymptoms of predominant Mes -,
lancholy, whence an untimely Death is of=
ten accelerated, Neither can there be any
Mean, or End, put to this unreafonablé
Fear, when once the Mind is touch’d and
infe@ed with a falfe Imagination , that all
other Mefi defign to kill and deftroy them
which-Madnefs is very like that of thofe;
who being bitten by a mad Dog, are afraid
of Water, and all Liquids, though they
caanot live without them ;of which I have
met witha famous Example. - . L aéid
in the French Chronicles of Hig. inte 1ote
King Charles VI. whobeing - of this Prince,
feized with a violent-apprehenfion, that all
his fervants were bribed, by his Son thé
Dauphin, to poifon-him, did quite obftain
from all Food, till at laft he died, as truly
of Hunger , as Fear. ,

§. 13. And itis evident (ahd Mr A -him-
felf confefles it) that, Men as well as other
fociable Animals, do more¢ or lefs delight in
the fociety of each othei -of the fame kind,
may be obferved from thofe figns of joy

Satisfation which they exprefs when
; F  they
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they meet after any long abfence: But fince -
it is as plain, that the Caufes of this Affo-
ciation and Agreement, proceed from the
intrinfick Nature of the Creatures, and are
no other than thofe by which the Blood,
Spirits, and Nerves are continued and pre-
ferved, in a due and healthy ftate ; it as
evidently follows, That the Safety and Pre--
* {ervation of each of them, cannot be. fepa-
- rated from a Propenfion,at leaft,toa friend-
ly Affociation with thofe of their own kind ;
fo that though they fometimes quarrrel a-:
bout the fame Meat , or Female, yet this
does not any way crofs or contradié- this
reat End of Nature, of procuring the
%ommon Good of the Univerfe ; but is ra-
ther in order to it, v&. when the Defire of
Food, for their own Prefervation,or Luft,to
propagate their Species , prompts them to
fight, and fometimes to deftroy each og;er 5
the time of which Contention, is yet but
fmall in comparifon of the greater part of
their Lives, in which they are obferved to
live in peace. ' ;
And that all Animals are determined
by Nature, to profecute and endeavour
the Common Good of their own Species,
by the fame Caufes that preferve the Lives
ot each of them in'particular, appears from.
the great Love and Kindnefs, which Crea-
_— . tures
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tures of the fame Species, but of different - 5

Sexes, exprefs towards each other, and by
“wirtue of which,they perform the a@ of Ge-

neration,{o highly" grateful and pleafing to
each other,an

* - anddefend,as part of themfelves,unlefs fome
wmufual Diftemper intervene, which may
fometimes difturb or change thefé natural
Propenfions;as when Sows or Rabbets eat of
deftroy their young ones ; which happen-
ing but feldom, is rather to'be accounted as

mong theDifeafes of the Brain,ot diftempers

of the Appetite, than to be afcribed to
their naturalState,or Conftitution;and does
no more contradiét this general Law of Na-
ture, than the afcent of Water in 2 Pump,
does oppofe thatgeneralRuleof theconftant

defcent of heagniodies.' Sothat we may,
' )

forallthat, a

] That the Procreation’
of their young, and that ¢py# or natural

thereby propagate their off-
#pring; whichwhenbrought forth,they love

- Affe@ion they have for them, and defire of

breeding them up , ’ull they are able to

fhift for themfelves , are feldom or dever:

feparated ; for prefervation is but, as it
“were, the Generation of the fame Crea=

- gure {ill continued. ‘

So that the fame natural Caufes excite A-
nimalstothe one,as as well as other But it is'
evident, That their off-fpring ean neither

v Fa ... . be
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be generated nor preferved, unlefs thofe of -
dxﬁ%rent Sexes do, for fome time, maintain
Peace,and a Co-habitation with each other,
which in many others of them, continues
much longer than the bare time of Generati-

" on, (viz.) for the wholefeafon of Coupling
and Breeding up of their young ones ;and in
divers others, as Doves, Pigeons, {(§¢c. This
Affection continues (like marriage Jas long
astheir Lives. And that Creatures are
- excited to generate their like , from the
fame Natural Caufes for which their own
Prefervation is procured, appears from this
anatomical obfervation, that part of the
{ame nutritious Juice pafles into the Nou-
rithment of the Body, and the reft to the
Propagation of Seed; and the whole
Circulation of the Blood, with the Caufes
that produce and promoteit, as the mu-
fcular force of the Heart, and that ftrange
and wonderful Artifice of the Valves in the
Veins , do by one and the fame A&ion,
ferve for the particular Nutrition of the
Animal, and alfo perform the more pub-
lick Duty of propagation of the Species,
whilft it does, at the fame time, fend down
part of that matter tothe Spermatick Vef,
fels out of which -the Seed is produced.

J. 14.

45
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§. 14. Butleaving the nicer Difquifition
of thefe anatomical Obfervations to Na-
turalifts and Phyficians , I {hall only add
this one Obfervation, Thatit is evident
that all Animals are, by thefe means, im-
pelled tothe Love of thofe of a difterent
Sex, and alfo of their own off-fpring, and
fo are brought to impart fome of that
“Self-love, with which they are at firft en-
dued , to others of their own kind, from
an irrefiftable inftin& of Nature; and hence
it is truly obferved of Men, That after they
are married, and have got Children, they-
are more prone to, and folicitous after
Peace than before ; but that this defire of
Propagation , difpofes Men to a greater
Affe@ion towards thofe of the Female Sex,
is foevident, that it needs no proof. But
fince Mr. H. and others gf his Opinion, do.
grant thefe Obfervations, concerning the
natural propenfions of Creatures to be
true , but are wont to evade them, by
affirming , that they only proceed from
the fole Love of their own Pleafure and
Satisfa@ion ; and that all the aétions pro-
ceeding from thence, tend to no higher
end than the Love and Prefervation of
themfelves ; as I do not in this part of the’
Difcourfe, intend to difpute, {0 have Inot*"
emitted to anfwer this Objeion in the lait
"F3 Chapter,
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Chapter, which is defigned on purpofe for
anfwering all thofe Objetions that can
well be made againft our Definition of the
Law of Nature. ‘ :
8. 15. Thelaft general Obfervation tq
be drawn from the Nature of Living
Creatures, may be raken from that Sweet-
nefs and Pleafure they take and enjoy in
thofe A&ions and Paffions that tend to the
Common Good of their own Kind, fince it
is very well known to Naturalifts, thatin-
thofé {weeter Paffions of Love, Defire,
Hope, Joy, (efpecially when employed a-
bout any great Good towards others) the
vital Motions of the Blood and Heart are
then highly helped and promoted. Sq
“that the Veins and Arteries are filled with
a milder and nobler Juice, whil{t brisker
and more a&tive Sﬁirits arc thereby genera-

" ted, and the CircUlation of the Blood, and

conféquently all theotheranimal Funéions, -
are more eafily and nimbly performed. So-
that by thofe very affe@ions by which they.
do good to Animals of their own Kind, they
themfelves are 2l(o fatisfied and delighted,
and as far as they feel this naturally rooted
in their very Natures, they muft needs in=
cline to thefeAffeGions fo highly conduce- |
ing to their own Happinefs and Preferva=
tion'; whereas, ‘on the contrary, in Hatred,




LR

>

.

Ch.2. of the Law of Nature. 7t

Eavy, Fear, and that Sadnefs and ill-hu-
mour which neceffarily fprings from thofe
{our and immoderate Paffions ; the Circu-
lation of the Blood is obftruéted, and the
Heart rendred more heavy, and unapt to
motion. So thatitthereby expels the Blood
.with greater difficulty in its Syftole, from
\whence proceeds meagernefs and- palenefs
-of the Countenance, with innumerable In-
.conveniencies to the whole Oeconomy of
theBody, but chiefly in the Fun&ions of
_the Brain and Nerves, fuch as are thofe
Difeafes whichare attributed to the Spleen,
.deep Melancholy , and Difcontent. ~But,
-ghele things being rather of -2 medicinal
Confideration, 1{hall but only juft mention -
them, tho.theWritings of Phyflcians may

iyield divers Examples of fuch who have |

haftened their own Fate, through immo-.
_derate Envy and Re%ret, that they could
'not fatisfie their Malice or Revenge ; of
awhich I may chance to give you a tafte
when T come. to confider the Sanction
.0f the Law of Nature by Punithments, pro-
.ceeding from the undue and immoderate
sexercife of thofe paffions. :

.. §.16. But as Mr. H. and his Difciples
.eannot deny thefe Natural Propenfions in
‘Brute Creatures towards mutual Concor,
{0 they have no other way to evade thef®
: | F 4 , :
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Inftances, but by fuppofing fome things _
in Man’s Nature , that render him worfe. ..

Naturd, and more unmanageable. than
Bears, Wolves, &¢c. That fo being natu-
rally in a perpetual ftate of War, they can
no way be kept from deftroying each other,

but by fome Common Supreme Power fet

over them to keep them allin awe ; which
Arguments, and the Anfwers to them, fince
by their length they would too much
perplex the Connexion of this Difcourfe,
-T1hall refer you to the fecond part, where-
in I hope I have made it appear, that there
is nothing in Man’s Nature confidered as
an Animal, that ought to be governed by
right Reafon, (and In which alone he ex-
cels other Creatures) that can lay any new
ceffity upon him of being more fierce, and
unfociable than Brutes.: o
§. 17.Having now Difpatehed thefe com-

mon and eafie Obfervations concerning

Man, confidered as a meer Body, and alfo
fuch as concern his Nature as an Animal,
tending to prove, that the endeavour.of
- the Common Good of his own Species,
was one great end and Defign of God in
His Creation. 1come in the next place to
confider thofé particulars, in which the
Nature of Man excels that of Brutes, and
Whereby heis rendred much more capable
T : than

r \
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than they of promoting,and performing
this great End, viz. the Common Good of
".Rational Agents : which Ithall divideinto
-two Heads, either thofe belonging to the
Body, or elfeto the Soul or Mind ; asto
the former, though there are divers Ana-

tomical Obfervations, madeby curious A~ ~

natomifts and Learned Phyficians concern-
ing the differenees between the Conftitu-
tion of the inward parts, or Veflelsin Men
and Brutes ; yet I fhall take notice of no
more, than what are abfolutely neceflary
-to our purpofe, and which may ferve to
fhew, what are the natural Caufes of that
Excellency and Superiority, that is com-
monly found in Humane intelle&s, above .
thof¢ of Brutes. The firft of which Ob-
fervations may be drawn from the large
quantity of brains which is found in Hu-
mane Bodies, and which bears a much
greater proportion in refpect of their bulk,
than in any other Creatures ;. for though
the weight of an ordinary Humane Body,
dces feldom exceed above a fourth part of

" that of a Horfe or Bull ; yet for the mo-
tion and goverment of fo much 2 fmaller
Body, Nature hath allowed him near dou- -
ble the quantity of Brains, wiz. about the
weight offour or five pounds, {o that there
is eight times as much brains, appointed for

the
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the goverment of the like bulk in 2 Man,
‘as inan Ox° or Horfe. And though the
Carcafes of the largeft Sheep and Hogs, do
often weigh near as much as 2 Humane
Body ::yet their brain is not above an
eighth part of the weight in proportion to
ours; which feems tobe thus ordain’d by
Nature,that by reafoh of the greater large-
- nefsof the Veflels,the Animal Spiris éhould
- be prepared in greater plenty, and alf{o have
more room to work, and fo thould become
more lively and vigorous in Man, than in
other Creatures; I;Bnce all the Nerves do
either fpring from the Brain, or clfe from
the Spinal Marrow which is continuous,and
ofthe fame fubftance with it; whence it
may follow that this larger quantity , and
confequently greater ftrength of brain in
a Man above other Creatures, was intend-
ed to ferve him to dire&, and govern that
greater variety 'of Motions and Acions
depending thereupon,with a more exa&
care and deliberation. ) A
§. 18, A fecond Obfervation to prove
that Man is a Creature ordained by God
for a fuller and more conftant Affociation
with thofe of his own kind, (which. al{o
tendsto the promoting of the Common
Good of his Species) than other Creatures,
may be taken from the Natural Conftitu-
. , s EEL T T R tion
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tion of the Blood, and Spermatick Veflels,
by which his Appetite to Copulation is not
confined (as in moft other Creatures) to
fome certain times, but are equally the fame
atall feafons of the Year; from whence
proceeds a defire of Marriage, or a con-
ftant Cohabitation with one, or more woe
men , from whence muft likewife follow a
more conftant generation of their off.
fpring,and a more lafting care of them when
generated and brought forth. For whereas
‘Brutes, quit the care of their Young, and
drive them away from them asfoon as e
ver they are able to fhifc for themfelves ;
Man alone loves and cherifhes his off-
fpring, and continues his love and care of
them folong as they live, and flill loves
“them the more the longer tliey have con-
ginued with them, and the more care and
pains they have beftowed on their Educa-
tion : and fo likewife Man is the only Crea-
ture we know of, that makes any returns
for this care, by ats of Duty and Grati-
tude towards his Parents; for as for the
Gratitude of Storks to their Sires or Dams
when aged, I look ypon it as a meer
old Wive's Fable, . ‘- o
§. 19. Lafily, Ifhall confider the won-
derful Frame and Structure of the Hand in
}\dan, which though I grant it not peculiar -
e e R . to
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to him alone ; all Creatures of the Ape or
Monky kind, having their fore paws very |
like it, and in many A&ions ufing them to
the fame ends, both in feeding themfelves
and carrying their Young ones ; yet fince
we fee our Hands were not given us in-
{tead of Feet to goupon, (as in them) we
may juftly conclude,that they were Fram’d
for {ome Higher and Nobler ‘Ufe, than

‘our bare Prefervation, or the hurting

or deftroying of others ; becaufe if God had
- ordained them only for this end, fharp

Teeth, Claws and Horns, would have done
" much better, and would have faved us the
trouble of making Swords, Spears, and
fuch like Inftruments, not only defenfive
~ but offenfive; whereas we find that
by the help of our hands, dire@ed

by our reafon, we are able to do much
more than any of thofe weak filly Ani--
mals can do with their Paws; for they
" cennot employ them to make any of thofe
ordinary Inftruments, or Utenfils of Life,

which eventhe moft Barbarous Nations
~ cannot be without : or fo’much as to ad-

* minifter to each other, many of thofe or-
dinary helps and affiftances, which Men -
by means of their Hands do daily afford
each other. So that 'if we confider the -
Ordinary Ufe of thefe Members, efpecially

' ‘ n
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in labouring-Men and Mechanicks, we fhall
find, that they do not only ferve for their
own Suftenance and Prefervation, but alfo
for the benefit and maintenance of many

others of their own kind, who cannot well
Subfift without the manual Labour of o-
thers. And though I grant this noble In-
ftrument, the Hand, is often abufed by -
wicked and violent Men, to make unjuft
Wars, and commit Murthersand Robbg-
ries, and by lefs Thieves to pick Pockets,
Pilfer, &c, and that without this they
could never commit fuch Villanies; yet
doth it not follow, that their Hands were
beftowed upon them by God for that end.
Since if he intended the Common Good

and Happinefs of Mankind, as His great -

end, He never could intend that thefe In-
ftruments fhould be made ufe of to a quite
. contrary defign,viz,their Ruine and Deftru.
&ion. Sothat whoever will but ftri¢tly
confider all this,cannot but confefs,that we
are made and ordained to depend upon
each other’s affiftance, and that Man was
Created for a higher purpofe than his own

~fingle Self-prefervation. '
§..20 This toomay be farther made out:
from the natural Conftitution of Humane
Nature , as that no Man is born Self fuffi--
cient, or able to procure all things ne{g:f-
) fary
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fary for his bare fubfiftance, much lefs for

a quiet or pleafant Life, but needs the
Afiiftance of others to breed him up whilft

an Infant, or totend him when ke is fick,

old, orunable to help himfelf; or if it be
fometimes poffible for a time, yet it muft
be with great hardfhip and fcantinefs, that
any Man’s own fingle Labour unafiited
by the help of others, can provide him-
folf with all the neceflaries of Life. Whence
firft arifes another neceflity of Marriage
in the ftate of Nature , which is the Con-
tra@ of a Man and 2 Woman to live toge<
ther, for the propagation of their Species,
and breeding up of their Off-fprings, and
" alfo for mutual Help, and a joint Provifion
* of the Neceffaries of Life for themfelves
and them. And, fecondly, a neeeflity of
Man’s livi ng in concord , or fociety, with

atl other Men, efpecially thofe of his own -

Nation, or Commonwealth.. So that it is
evident,the chief Happinefs and well-being
of Maokind , depeads upon their- mutual

adminiftration of thefe Things, asoftenas

need fhall require; that is, upon A&s
of the higheft Love and Benevolence, in

To all which may be added another
fervation, of the great difference in tife
Frame of Men’s Bodies from thof€ of Brutes,

4 . ' , in

o
E

order to the Common Good. R
Ob,”




Ch.z'.v of the Law of Nature. 79

in the upright pofture of their progreffive
motion ; Man alone going upon two Legs,
whereas moft other terreftrial Animals go
upon all four, whereby Men have the con-
ftant ufé of their Hands, both to help and
affift themf€lves and others, to-a much
~ greater degree, and in a much more pow-
“erful manner, than what Brutes are able to
" perform. But whereas fome Atheifts have
alledged, that this pofture proceeds rather
from Cuftom and Example than Nature;
1 defire them to fhew me any Nation in the
World fo barbarous, where men donot go-
upon two Legs as well as we : and though
Children, ’tis true, before they can go,
muftcrawl; yee it is not upon their Hands
and Feet , but knees : For a Man’s Legs
(as is notorious to'Anatomifts) are fo much
longer than his arms, and are likewife
fo fet on, that they cannot be brought
to move-in Right-Angles with the Arms,
«or Fore-legs, as in Brutes: and though I
grant that fome Beafts, as Apes, Monkeys,
and Bears, , can fometimes go upon their
Hind-feet, yet is not this conftant; but as
foon as the prefent Neceffity is over, they
ftrait return to their natural pofture. To
conclude, I think I may leave it to any
indiffereat Reader to judge, whether from
all thefe natural Obfervations from the

Frame
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Frame of Humane Bodies,and the Nature of
their Paffions, itdoth notevidently appear;
ThatMan’sHappine(s andSubfiftence in this
Life, was not defigned by GOD to depend
upon his ownparticular fenfual pleafure,or
the meer fatisfaction of his prefent Appe=.
tites and Paffions, reftrained to himfelf,
without any Confideration of others of
his own kind, but was rather intended
for the Common Good and Prefervati-
on of the whole Species of Marikind.

§. 21. Having now difpatched thofe na< .

tural Obfervations.that may be drawn from
the Conftitution or Frame of Man’s Body,
in order to the rend’ring him capable of

ferving the Common Good in tlie propa-

gation of his Species, Ifhall proceed to the
next Head before [aid down, (viz) thofe

‘Excellencies, or Prerogatives, of the Hu-

“mane Soul, or Mind ;and in which-he ex-
celsallother Creatures. And,inthefirft place
Laviah part 1 Mr. H. very well obferves,
Chap. 12. “That it is peculiarto the
““ Nature of Man, to be inquifitive into the

¢“ Caufes of the Events they fee ; and that

‘“upon the fight of any thing that hatha
“ beginning, to judge alfo that it had a
 Caufe which determined the fame to be-
‘ gin when it did : And alfo whereas there
¢ 1s no other Felicity amongft Beaﬁs,-‘, Z»blnl::

o ; the

Fasll
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“ the enjoying their daily Food, Eafe, and
“Luft, as having little or no forefight of
“ the timé to come for want' of Obfervati-

‘“ on atd Memory of the Order, confe-

‘“ quence, and Dependance of Things
‘“ they fee. Man alone obféerves how one
“ Event hath been produced by another;
- “and therein remembers thcAnmedmea’aJ
- ““ Confequence.  Whence he certainly muft
be endutd with a larger Capacity, for obs<
fetving the natures of Things without him-
felf, and is alfo able to make more curi-
ous and exac Searches into their Caufes -
and Effeés,than the moft {agaciousBrutes
who though they are endued with fome.
few Appetites, or Inclinations, towards
thofe Things that ar¢ neceffary for their
Prefervation, and an .averfion for others
that are hurtfultq them, yet this feems-
to proceed from fome patural inftin@ ; or
impreflion, ftampt by GOD on their ve-
ry Natures, and not from Reafon or Deli-
‘beration. As, young Wild-Ducks (they
fay) will rug away irom a Man, as {oor:
as they are hatch’d, and Chickens know
the Kite, though they never faw her be-.
fore ; and this not from' any experience of
Rational Deduction. . But as for Man,, it
is hisFaculty alone, to proceed frofh fomd
kmown Principles, to draw Rational Des
G .

ductions’
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du&ions, or Conclufions, which were not
’known before : The exercife of which Fa-
. culty, we call Right Reafon , or Ratioci-
‘nation; .which [ grantis not born with
him, and fois not a property belonging to
him as a meer Animal (fince we fee Chil-
dren, till they come to fome Years, and
* Fools,and mad Folks,a& without it as long
as they live) However, it is-not there-
fore Artificial, (as fome would have it )
fince all Perfons of Years of Difcretion,
who will give themfelves  leifure to
think, may attain to a fufficient degree of
it, for the avell Government of - their AQi-
ons, inorder to - their own prefervation,
- and the difcovering that Duty they oweto
GOD and the reft of Mankind: which
Notions being peculiar to Man, and allo
- common to the greater.part of Mankind,
either fromr Men’s own particular Obfer_
vations, or Rational Dedu&ions, orelfe
from the Inftrucions of others, who them.
felves firft found out fach Rational Cog-
clufions, andtaught them to their Chil-
dren, orScholars, with their firt Eleroents
of Speech, comse, in procef§ of time (having
forgot when thofe early Notions were firft
infull'd into them) to be, taken for con-.
- nate Idea’s : So that I doubt they have
been, by too many, (who have got welf

cone
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confidered their Original ) miftaken for
Idea’s, or Notions imprefled by GOD upsé
on their Souls. - -

- But leaving this , of which others have
faid enough, it canfiot be denied, but that
from this Faculty of deducing effedts from
thetr Caufes, Man hath been alwaysable to
find out fufficient Remedies for his own
. iatural Weaknefs , by the Invention of - fe~
. veral Arts , fuch. as Phyfick and Cliyrurs
gery for his Prefervition and Cure, when
fick or hurt: And alfo thofe of a more
publick Nature, fuch are the Knowledg of
Polities, or the well-Goverment of Com-
mon-weals, of Navigdtion, Warfare, or the
Art Militdry,for his Happinefs and Deferice,
as a Sociable Creature. So that, though
' Man' is bofn naked, and without thofe
fiatural Deferices and Wedpons,with which
diyers Brutes are furnithed by Naturey
yet by the power of this Faculty, he is
able , iot only much bettef to fecure him-
felf from the violence and injury of the
Weather, by providing Himfelf with Cloths;
Houfes,and Victuals before-hind,(incd Nas
ture hath not made him to live like Beafts
_ uponthofeFruits of theEaithi,which itfpotis -
tatieoufly produces, but they can alfo tamey
fubdue; and kill the (trongeft, fierceft, 4nd”
eunningeftBrutes , and make them fubfef-

€ i vierit;
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vient to thofe Ends and Defigns for which
he pleafes to imploy them : So likewife from
.this Faculty of Judging of Confequences
_from their Antecedents, and forefeeing the
‘Probability or-Imprabability of future E«
vents, he -thereby diftinguithes between .
real and apparent Goods ; that is, between
fuch Things that may pleafe for the prefent,
and do afterwards hurt him; and thofe
“which howeverthey may {eem difpleafing,
for .a time, may after do him a greater
" Benefit ; which Principles , {ince they con.
“tain Foundations of all Morality, and the -
Laws of Nature, that we now treat of;.
it will not be amifs here particularly to fet
- dowm, as the Grounds of what]have to -
“fay on this Subje@. ' -
§. 22, Firft, It hath been already proved,.
"Thatevery Animal is endued with a Natural
Principle, whereby itis neceffarily inclined
© to promote his own prefervation and Well-
being ( not excluding that of others of
their own Kind ) That therefore which moft.
conduces teo this end, is called a natural
Good’; and on the contrary,That which is
apt to obftruc and hinder it,a natural evil,
Among which Goods and Evils, thereare
feveralkinds ordegrees,accordingas Things
are endued with more or lefs fitnefs or pow-
er to promote or- hinder this End. Al} -
v : o ’ Whi'Cb
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which , may be reduced to thefé plain
Maxims , *or Propofitions | as I have taken
them out of Bp.Wilkins's Treatife of natural
Religion, and Dr. Moor’s Enchiridion Ethi-
cum. 1 have collected thefe Axioms,
and put them together in this method , as
they are layd downby thofe excellent Au-
thors, that you may fee them all at one
view;though Iown there are many other
natural Truths, which are alfo ufeful to
prove what actions are productive of the
Common Good, divers of which we have
given you difperfedly in thefe twoChapters,

Principle I,

| " He leffening or efcaping of an E'vil, i
20 be reckoned under the Notiow

of Good,
Principle II

- The leffening or lofs of Good, is to be recken.
¢d under the Notion of Evil. o

Prin:ciple 118

That which is Good, is to be chofen ; that
whichis Evilyto be avoided. - ‘ ,

G 3 | Pride
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Principle IV. .
- The greater Good is to be preferred before
dhe lefs ; avd a lefs Evil to be endured,
ratber than agreater.

Principle V.

Such Things or Events, whether Good or
Evil, as will certainly come to pafs , may
Jall under Computation , and. be eftimated
_according to their feveral Degrees, as wel
as Fhings prefent : And the fame likewife may
be faid of fuch Things as may probably come to
pafs, though this probability be fomewbat re-

" mote; it may alfo be counted valuable, and
eftimated at a certain rate, as whew a Man
- s one amoangft four or fuve equal Compes
vitors for an Office , or the fourth or ffth
Expeclant of an Inberitance ; and though

- in fuch Cafes there may be the odds of three .

or four to eneyet the Price that is [et upon this,
may be fo proportioned, as eitber to reduge
the purchafeto an Equality , or matke it ab
leaft a very advantageous Bargain.,

~ Principle VI.
A prefent Good m‘aj reaﬁﬁrqily be par}ed
pith, upon a probable Expellation of a fu-

ture
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ture Good, which is much greater, and more
excellent. S

Principle VIL

A prefent BEvil és to be endured , for the
avoiding of a probable futnre Evilwhich is far
greater. )

| VPrilnciple VIIL

- The greater the Ewil, the more reafon there
is to venture the lofs of a greater Good , or
the [uffering of a lefs Evil, for the efcaping

Priaciple IX.

It is better to be without any Good, than
by the enjoyment of it to endure an Evil, as
great or greater than that Good cemes to,

~ Thefe 1aft Principles refpecting our
felves, may ferve to produce Prudence,
Temperance, and Fortitude in our Minds;
the reft that follow, refpect our Duty to-
- wards others,and are the Foundation of all

Right and Wrong among Men:

G4 Prin- -
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| | PriﬁcipleX
We dught to perjke: the Chiefeft , or Com.
mon Good , with the bigheft ; and al lefs
pr fubordinate Goods , with a lofs affection,
~ ¢r Defire ; Neither ought we to make the
Higheft, or Common Good [ubordinate to a

Meaner , or middle Good, or the mid
Good to the leaff. - S

Principle XI,

Whatfoever Good you would hbave done te
your felf, in fuch and fuch Circumfiances, yog
pnght to do the fame to another, in .the fame
or like Circumflances, as far as may be, with.
out prejudicing the Community. '

- Principle XII.

Wha'Jower Evil yo}: would wot bavé Jona.

10 your felf, you ought to abftain from doing

to another,
* Principle. XIII

Good is to be recompenced with Good, and
not with Eyil, o

Prig-
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| Princi;;le XIV. |

1t isgood for a man 1o enj?' all the Means
wherewith he may live happily. *

Principle XV.

‘It' is better for the Publick , or Common
Good, that one Man fbould not live voluptu.
oufly, than that another fbould thereby live mi-

ferable. L
o - Principle XVI.

If it is a Publick, as well as a Private Good,
Jor any ome to bave emough wherewith to live
bappy ; it follows from the fame Rule, That it -
is doubly berter , when there is fufficient for
two Men ; and by the fame Rule of Proporti.
en, a thoufand times better if there be fufficient
Jor a thoufand to live bappy : So that at laft,
from the fame Principle, it muft be confeffed,
That if all the Men in the World, or all Man-
kind, could live bappily , it were the greateft
Good we could fuppofe them capable of. '

* Principle XVIL
it is neceffary to the Publick Good, T bat
gvery Max's Right and Property be allowed

hins,
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bim, and its free Ufe or Poffeffion be likewife
permitted bim, without any Injury or Molefta-
tion from others; though it muft be granted,
that a Man may [o bebave himfelf, as what-
Joever is his, whether by Poffeffior , Gift | or
Purchafe, may lawfully ceafe to be [o, as a
Punifbment for bis Crimes , in tranfgrefing
this great Law of Nature, of endeavouring the
Common Good. . ,

Principle XVIIL

It is better to Obey God, declaring his Will
to us by the true Principles of Natural Reafon,
than our own unreafonable Lufts and Paffions,
or the wicked defires or Commands of Men.

Thefe and the like Principles may fidy
be called Natural, as well as Moral Axi-

 oms,they being the true refults of Natural

- Reafon, and are {o clear and manifeft of
chemfelves, that ifany one will confider
them without prejudice, or being byafs'd
by Paffion, or too much Self-love, they
- will not ne¢d a long train of Arguments
to prove them ; fince they appear true and
evident at the firft Propofal. Soalfothefe
Moral Principles, confidered as Propofi-
vions declaring the Connexion of all Hu-
mane A&ions, with the natural effleds that
‘ . - depend
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depend upon them; as for example, when
they fhew us any A&ion which will moft
«certainly conduce to our own, and all o-
ther‘s happinefs, and that it appears to be
not only our Duty but Intereft to perform
them. Thefé Principles thus confidered,
with relation’ to our future A®ions, may
be called Practical Dicates, fince they do
not only fhew us the higheft End we can
propofe to our felves, inorderto our pre- -
fent and future happinefs ; but do alfodj- -
rec us to the choice of the fitteft meansto
attain it. ’ '

- §. 23.But I think it doth fufficiently ap.
pear,that weare notonly ablete forma com-

- plex Idea of this Common Good of Ratio-

- nal beings,but al{o front the faculty of come
paringthe likenefs of our own Nature with
that of alt other Men,can alfo frame an uni-
verfal or complex Idea of 2 Species , o¢
kind of Creatures agreeing in the famé na-
tural Properties, and requiring the fame.
things for their Happinefs and Subfiftence
as himfelf. Nore, that I donot mean by
this, any adequate Idea of the true Phy-
fical Nature of Mankind, fince of this (as
of all other {ubftances ) wehave no cther
knowledge but' by their fenfible qualities,
therefore' I mean only here an Idea fori , or
fuch a comman and inadequate Idea of the
o ) R Nature
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Nature of Man, as ferves us for all the mo.
ral Rules of Life, which Idea he can give
a name to,and call Mankind ;end fo comes

to confider, and underftand all the Caufes

- and means, not only of his own Preferva-

tion and Happinefs, but that of all other

men’s, confidered as an aggregate Body.

And from thence is able to draw divers

Conclufions concerning the proportion and

degrees of men’s natural Good or Happi-

nefs, according to the Principles before laid

- down ; till he at laft arrive at this Uni.

verfal Idea of the Common Good of Ra,
tional Beings, as the higheft and nobleft

that he can attain unto, and which is moft

infeparably conjoyned with his own parti-

cular Confervation and Happinefs, But

. whereas God hath Created other Grea-

tures to aé for their own prefent Satisfa..
&ion and Prefervation, without any con-

fideration of that of others ; He hath made

man alone, not only ableto contribute to

thegood and Prefervation of hisown kind,

but hath alfo made him fenfible of this

Ability : and I fhall farther thew in this
Difcourfe, that he hath laid a fufficient Ob.

ligation on him to exert it.

§.24. Another faculty of the Rational
Soul, and only proper to Man as a fociable
Creature,is, That of Speech, or exprefling

- ' - Our.
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our Notions by fignificant Words or Sounds;
which though it be not born with us, yet
however may be reckoned amongft the
Natural faculties of Mankind , as well as
going with two legs; fince we find no-
_ Brute Creatyres capable of it, though di-
vers of them are endued with Tongues
like ours, and that divers Birds can pro-
nounce whole Sentences, yet have they no
notion of what they fay : whereas there is
no Nation, though never o Barbarous, but
* hath the ufe of Speech. And to fhew you
farther, how natural-fome fort of Speech
is to Mankind; I have heard of two young
Gentlemen that were Brothers, (Y
knew one of them my felf ) who were
born deaf, and confequently dumb, but
by often and long Entercourfe with each
other, came to frame'a certain Language
betweenthemfelves ; Aad thoughitfeemed
perfe& Gibberith to the ftanders by , yet
by the fole motion of their Lips and other
\ﬁgns, they perfeétly underftood each o-
ther ; which was likewife evident from this, .
that in the dark. they were not able to
converfe at all. So that this faculty feems
to have been beftowed by God on Man-
kind , not for his Prefervation as a meer
Animal, fince divers Brutes are able to
fubfit for more years without it ;hand
. * there-

and I ..
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therefore feems to be intended to render.
Mana Sociable Creature, and who was by
this Facuhy to benefit others of his own
kind, as well as himfelf. For we are not ~
only hereby able to impofe certain Arbi.
.trary names to particular things ; but ha-
ving firft framed Univerfal [dea’s, can like-
wife give names to them, aste this gene-
ral Idea applicable to all particular Meg in
the World, we can give the name of Man
and hercin confifts tﬁé main difference be.
tween Menand Brutes, and not in Rati~
. ocinatien alopne. Since I fuppafe even
Brutes have right Idea’s of thofe Objects
they have received by their Senfes; and
can likewife infer, orreafon right about
them. Aswhen aDog, by often feeing his -
- Mafler take down his Sticl before he goes
‘abroad, does theace argue whenever he
does fo, thas his goin%_abroad: will follow,

. exprefling his Joy by barking and leaping ;
'yet we-canaot fiad that Brutes have any
general.or complex Idea’s,much lefs names
tor them, having no more but a few Ordi-
nary {igns , whereby to exprefs their pre-
fent Appetites and Paffions ; but the main.
benefit of Speech feems to refpe@ others
"more thaaour felves, fince we are hereby
able to inftru@ them in many Arts andSei«
ences , neceffary for their Happinefs and:
o 4 : . p (-5
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Prefervation, and alfo to edvife and ad-.
monifh them in all Civil and Moral Duties. -

- and there is fcarce any one {o Brutith, who,

is pot fenfible that in the exercife of this
Faculty, confifts one of the greateft plea-
fures of Humaane Life, (viz.) Converfation.
And fuppofing Mea in 3 ftate of War, Ido.
not fee how they could ever well get out-
of it again, werg it not for Treaties and.
Articles of Peace ; but muft (like Game
Cocksand Bulls) fight it ous, till one fide,
were either quite deftrayed, or forced to
run away, and quit that Territory or
Country where they Liv'd. : o
. Nor can we omit another great benefit:
we receive from Speech, (viz ) the In-.
vention of Lesters, by which we are not
only able to Regifter our prefent Thoughts.
for our own remembrance ; but can like-

~ wife Profit and Inftru®, not only the pre-

fent, but alfo all future Generations, by
Books or Writings, as we do now make
ufe of the Knowledge .and Experience of
thofe who dyed fome Thoufands of Years
before we were born. But fince Mr. Hobbs

.and others, have made fome Obje@ions

againft the benefit of Speech and Letters,
as that they often tendto promote falfe
Opinions, and War zmoggft Maakind : Yet
granting ‘it to be fo, it is nomore an Objer

. ’ : étior
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- &ion againft the benefits we receive by
them, than it were to fay, that the Air,
Water, or Food, (the only means of Life)
are hurtful to Mankind; becaufe by the nes
- ceffary courfe of Nature, or elfe our own -
Intemperance,they often become the caufes
of Plagues, Surfeits, and divers other dif-
eafes, whereby Mankind is deftroyed. Yet
fince that Author hath made the ufe of
Speech one great Reafon why Men can-
‘not live {o peaceably as Brutes, and there-
fore fancies they muft be in a natuvral ftate
of War : I (hall therefore refer the Anf{wer-
ing it to the Second Part, becaufe my In-
tention is not here to Difpute, but In-
ftruQ. :
~ §. 25. Men do alfo far exceed Brtites iri
their Rational or difcourfive Faculty, as
appears in the Knowledge of Numbers, or
Colle&ing divers fingle things into one
Total Summ, which we call Arithmetick ;
fo neceffary for all Affairs of a Civil Life,
and the Duties of diftributive Juftice: .
And though I grant it is 40 Art, and
that divers Barbaribus Nations want that
exa@ knowledge of it which we have
{et by reckoning upon their fingets they
ave a {ufficient ufé of it, as much as is ne-
ceflary for their purpofe ot bufinefs ; and
if they did but apply their Minds tcé it\’nb 3
: oubt
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doubt not but that they would arrive to
the fame perfetion in Arithmetick as we
are. But I look upon this Faculty as pe-
culiar to Mankind, fince we cannot per-’
ceive Brutes to have any knowledg of it.
Thus if from Bitches or Swing, you ‘take"
away never fomany of their Young ones ;
yet if you leave them but one or two, they
do not mifs the reft ; which thews that they
have no Idea’sof Nurnbers, whatéver they )
they may have of Quantlty

§.26. TothlsOb{Ervanoh may hkewx(é
" be added asa Confequernce’ théréof, that
Faculty o proper to Mankind, of rﬁeafurmg
the quantities of Bodies, the dlﬁadces be<
tween them, and the Proportidns they bear
to each other which Science we call Geo-
retry or Mathematxcks whichi Arts were
certainly invented by Man as a Creature’ -
intended for a Sociable Llfe finde on fome
of thefe depend moft Tradcs, all Com:
merce, Architecture, Navigation, and mofk
of the Rules of diftributive Juftice, with
other Arts needlefs here to be fet down:
- 8o that whoever will but ferioufly refleck
upon the excellency of thefe Sciences, as
-well in the certainty of their Demontira:
tions, asin the vaft Stupendious effe&ts
they produce cannot but acknowledhge
thae
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that our Rational Faculty exceeds that of

Brutes by many degrees.

§. 27. But there yet remain behind two
. of the greateft Prerogatives of Man’s Soul,
and in refpe of which alone he is made
a fit Subjec of the Law of Nature. The
firftis freedomin acions, or the power
of doing or forbearing any aion; which
does not only confift in indifferent things,
as when 2 Man of two different Obje&s,

chufes which of them he pleafes; but is

alfoable to chufe a greater Good before
a lefs , and does likewife often prefer

¢ thau?h unjuftly ) a prefent les Good;
rateful to his Senfes, before a greater.

ood approved of by his Reafon: yet

however it cannot be denyed, but that
“Man by the power of his Reafon, is able .

tomove and excite his Paffions of Love
- and Pity , when he fees Obje&s that re-
quire his help and affiftance; Nay, can
alfo by deliberation , command and over-
rule thofe domineering Paffions of Luft ,
Anger, and Revenge, (. when they
happen to prompt him to a&ions that
are Contrary to his own true Good, and

that of the reft of Mankind. And laftly, .

Man being capable of comprehending all
particular goods,and of adding theém toge
ther intoone Sum, wiz. the Common and

| | General

-
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General Good of Rationals, as the beft arid
moft noble End he can imploy  himfelf a-
bout, is alfo able to divert his thoughts
from his own private pleafure and profit
alone ; and fix them upon the care of his

Relations and Friends, orthe more pub-
lick Good of his Country. And though

" 1 grant it is difficult, exa@ly to explain

dfter what manner we exert this Faculty,
fince the Nature and A&ings of the Rae
tional Soul , are vety abftrufe; yet I ap-
Eeal to every Man’s own Heart, whether

e does not find in himfelf, not only a
Liberty to do or forbeat ind ifferent actions,
fuch as going abroad or ftaying at home ;
but likewife fuch as are certainly better by
4 Rational eftimate, if he will but give

-himfelf time t6 confider, and weigh the

Nature and Confequence of them: or elfe
to what purpofe is he forry ? Or why does
he repent the having done any toolifh,
wicked, or ratha&ion? fince if all A&i-
ons were abfolutly neceflary, it were as
idle and infignificant as if he fhould be
forry, that he was not made a Prince;
rather than a private Perfon; or inftead
of a Ptince; thit he was not an Angel:
So that certainly, God would not then
have endued Man with thefe two Pro="
perties peculiar to him, ¥/, That of Cor
H z ~ feienee;
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fcience, or a Refle¢tion upon the Good
or Evil of his own actions, and that of
Repentance or Sorrow, for having done
amifs, altogether in vain, fince both were.
needle(s, if all A&tions were alike ne-
ceflitated. . '

* §. 28. Butthe laftand higheft Faculty,
and whereby Man’s Nature is chiefly di-
~ ftinguifhed from that of Brutes, is, when
by the force of his Reafon, (a&@ing by the
method and means here defcrib’d) he be--
comes fenfible of the Exiftence,Providence,-
~ and other PerfeGtions of the Deity ; from~
whence we may infer, that it is highly
improbable, if not impofiible , that this
moft Wife and Powerful Being, whichwe
call God, thould have Ordained any Power
or Faculty of Man’s Soul to no purpofe.
Iftherefore He hath,of allhis Creatures,En-
dued Man alone with the knowledg of his
own Exiftence and Attributes,- as far as is
neceflary for usFinite Creaturesto conceive
of them, for I muft acknowledg we are
not able throughly to comprehend Infinite
Perfections ; it is not likely,that God (hould
~ endue Man only with fo excellent 2 Know-
ledg as this, for {o ufelefs an End as bare
~ Speculation ; which alone is of no great
. Ufe or Benefit, either to himfelf; or the

rolt of Mankind; whof¢ Good and Hap-

' L . o » pinefs‘
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pinefs God chiefly intended in their Crea- -
tion: So that indeed we cannotapprehend
any end more worthy his Divine Wifdom

- and Goodnefs, in Creating us. capable of

thefé Idea’s, than what is Practical, thatis,

.as may fome way ferve to dire& our A&i-
ons, as freeand voluntary Agents towards
the obtaining our own Good and Happi-
nefs,Conjoyn’d with that of other Ratiopal
Beings.. Nor can any Aions render us
more Happy, than thofe that teftifie our

. high Veneration of God’s Infinite Perfe-.

&ions , and'adeep Senfe of his Goodnefs -

towards us, and whereby we may be dif-

* pofed to one entire Obedience to his Laws,
whether Natural or Reveald, whenever
they are made known to us; fo that if it
can be provd, that thefe Dictates of right

‘Reafon, called the Laws of Nature, derive

" their Authority from God as a Law-giver,
and were intended by Him for the Hap:
pinefs and Prefervation- of Mankind, and
as Rules whereby he would have us direct
all our A&ions to this grear End; there -
can be no doubt but we lie under a fuf-

- ficient Obligation to obferve them ; and to
prove this, will be the next and greateft
part of our task, |

Hj £.29.
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. 29. But before Tundertake this, it will '
not be anfifs to Treat a little, concerning
thofe Artributes of the Deity , as far as wé
can have any Idea’s of them ; fince from the
confideration of the Nature of things, and
alfo of our own Humane Nature, we cans
not but be carry’d on to confider the Na.
ture of God himfelf; and if from the Cre,
ation of the Univerfe, we cannot but con-
ceive Him of Infinite Power ; fo from His .
A&ing and Ordaining all things, for the
beft and Worthieft End, we may likewife
affirm Him to be alfo Infinitely Wife and
Good : {o that His Infinite Power always
A&ing for the beft and wifeft Ends, is fill
fo limited by His Infinite Wifdom and
Goodnefs, that it cannot A any thing de-
ftructive to this Common Good of Ratio-
nal Beings, of which Himf¢lf isthe chief ;
and from hence proceeds the certainty of
the Law of Nature,as alfo, of our perpetual
Obligation to it. For as I will not affirm
that God could not have made the World,
and the Things therein, after another mans<
ner than he hath done; fo fince He hath
made it in the Order we now find it, this
great Law of Nature, of efdeavouring and
procuring the Common Good of Rational
Beings, 1s of the fame Duration with tha}
& s e 2 S AT Doy o
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* of the Univerfe it felf ; and {0 confequently
of conftant andé)erpetual Obligidtion in
refpe@ of Himfelf, and all thofe whom
He hath Ordained to be His Subordinate
Means, or Inftruments to procure it,
efpecially Men, whom he hath made
Confcious of their Duty, and able to Co-
. operate with Him for this Great and
Excellent End. :

"H4 ©  CHAP.



104 4 brief ﬂifquiﬁtioﬁ Ch.3.

—

{ . CHAP I

Of the Law of N A T U RE, and that it

" is reducible to one fingle Propofition,
which is truly and properly a Law, as
containing all things necefJary theresinto.

‘A S Ihave in the Two former Chaptets |
from the Great Book of Nature,

tha: is, as well thatof things without us,
~ as of our fclves in particular, and of Man-
kind in general) madeféveral Obfervations
for the proving of this Propofition, That
Man was Ordain’d by God for a Sociable
Creature, whofe Being, Prefervation and
Happinefs, was to depend upon the Af-
" fiftance and Good will of God his Creator,
as alfo thore-of -his ownkind ; So I come
in the next place to thew, That every one

is otlig’d to a return of the like Benevo.- .

lence to others; for we can by no means
be beiter atfured of the like Good-will
from them, than by doing them the fame
good Offices, as often as it lies in our
-Power, which we defire they fhould do for
‘s, and that this conflitutes the happieft
ftate Men are capable of in this Life, viz.
Peace and Concord, not only among par-
T eular
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-ticular Men,but alfo between -all Common-

wealths and Nations, of which the whole

~ body of Mankind confifts ; fo thar it evi-
- dently appears, that the true and Natural

ftate of Mankind, is, That of Peace, Love,
or mutual Benevolence, and which indeed
would require no other Rewards,than what
proceeds from it felf, (was Man a Creature
always governed by right Reafon and his
own true Good) Rewardsand Punithments
being Ordained for Men, astoo often go-
vern’d by their Paflions and Senfual Appe-
tites, and notaccording to the perfection of
their Rational Nature. Yet fince it pleafed
God, to Create Mana mixt Creature, con-
fiting of a Body and a Soul, and being too
oft’'n drawn afide byPaffions,not direéted by

- right Reafon,and to ftand in need of Punith-

ments as well as Rewards, to keep him to

. his duty; thence arifes a neceflity of his

dealing with Man asa Legiflator,and of gi-
ving him certain natural Laws or Rules,
whereby to govern his A&ions,with certain
Penalties and Rewards annex'd to them ;
which Laws may be very well contracted
into one finglePropofition,or practical Con-
clufion drawn from the Nature of God, our

. own Nature, and that of things without us,

by the Obfervations already laid down,viz.
That Godwills or commands,that all reafonable
' o ' Jifiss
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Perfons fhould endeavour the Common Good of
RationalBeings,as the great Endfor which th
were Created,and in purfuance of which,confifés
their own true Good or Happinefs; asin its
negle® or violation, their greateft Mifery.

§. 2. Having given you this fummary de-
{cription of the Laws of Nature, ascoming
from its firft Caufe,God, I fhall now explain
the terms therein contain’d,to avoid all Am-
biguity andException.(1)By God sWills and
Commands,] do not mean any Commands by
. Words, that being the method of God’s Re-
vealed, and not Natural Will, and fo is not
the Subje@ of this Difcourfe ; butI here
only underftand that Will or Command of .
God, which is to be learned from the Con-
fideration of his Divine Nature, ourown,
~and that of all other things, confifting not
in Words, butin Idea’s; that is, true Con-
clufions drawn from right Reafon ; but that
‘words are not always Eflential to a Law,or
that it cannot be made known to the Sub-
" jects, without fome fet form of Speech,may
appear by Perfons born Deaf and Dumb,
- whom we often find to have Notions of a
God, and 2 Law of Nature, though they
were not convey’d in their Minds by Words -
or Writing: for it is fufficient if the Will of
the Legiflator may be difcovered by any
other fit means or figns, efpecially wl(n‘en

St ag
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(as in this Law wenow treat of ) thereare -
fuch certain Rewards and Punithments, an-
nexed to theirObfervation orTranfgreffion,
as may make it their Intereft, ratherto ob-’
ferve than tranfgrefs them ; which is not
only vifible in Men,but Brutes. Since we fee,
- that by certain Signs imprinted in their
Minds,by the means of fit Rewards andCor-
re@ions ; Elephants, Horfes, Dogs, . are
made Sufceptible of Humane Commands,
and (as far as their Natures permit) are
governable by Laws of our Prefcribing ;
For we can tfhew them by fuch figns,
what A&ions are tobe done or omitted by
them ; and certainly God hath not left us
lefs plain demonftrations'of his Will, in re-
ference to our Duty towards him, from that
Knowledge he hath given us of his Ex-
iftence, as alfo of our own Nature, as I
fhall farther prove in this Difcourfe.
By Reafonable Perfons, 1 mean, allthofe,
(though of never {o mean a Capacity, )
who are able to make fuch eafie and natu.
ral Obfervations and Conclufions, as I
have already laid down: And therefore
Children, under the Years of Difcretion,
Idiots and Mad-folks, are flill to be exceps-
ted from this Law, who not having the
aual ufe of right Reafon, are not able to
draw thofe Obfervations and _Confequc;;)ces
L B AP T v e, T el - Olﬁ
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from the Nature of things, as are already
laid down, and which are neceffary for the
right underftanding thereof.

By Endeavour, I mean all fuch voluntary
A&ions, which Perfons of found Minds can
knowingly, and deliberately perform to-
wards the good of others,without deftroy-
ing or hurting their own true Happinefs ;
And tho’ thefe endeavours, ( by many un.
forefeen accidents in the Courfe of Nature)
may be often fruftrated, and {o fail of their
intended defign: yet when we have done
the utmoft we are able, we have fuffici-
ently perform’d our Duty, fince no Laws
requirc the performance of more, than is
- in our Power to perform. .

By the Common Good of Rational Beings, T
" underftand the whole colle@ive Happinefs -
~ of the Deity, as the head of them,together
with that of all the individual Perfons of
Mankind, exiting with us, as the con-
ftituent parts or Memoers ; and in which
each Man’s particular Good and Happinefs
is included ; fince it is impoffible to endea-
vour the Happinefs of others, as voluntary
Agents, unles each particular perfon whofe
duty it is {0 to do,have firlt a Right to pre-
ferve, and make himfelf happy, - jointly
with others in his Propertion, to the whole

Body of Maznkind.
R By
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By true Good or Happinefs, 1 mean, all
thofe Goods, whether of Body or Mind,
by. which Men may be rendred.truly. Hap-
PY, and contented in this Life, and in that
to come ; but in which, whenever the for-
mer ftand in Competition with the latter ,

the Goods of the Soul are to be preferred;

. that is; the good of our better or Eternal
part, before that of our Body, which is lefs
valuable, as being only temporal. But
I need add nothing here to prove, That
God is the Head of all Rational Beings,and
in_ what Sence we.may be faid to procure
or endeavour his' Good and Happinefs,
fince I have {fpokenf{o largely of thatin the
Preface to this Difcourfe ; and as for the
difference between Natural and Moral
good, I have faid fo much concerning itin

‘the Second Part, in the Confutation of
Mr. - H’s Sixth Principle, that by Nature

~ wothing ‘is Good or Ewil; that it would be

impertinent to repeat it here. - '
- I {hall now prove, that this Propofition,
containing this Defcription of the Law of

Nature is true, that is, agreeable to the
Will of God, as far as it is declared to us;

by what we are able to know of His Divine

Nature, or can colle& from our own, and
the Natures of all things without us, and’
thatall the Moral Duties we owe, either tc(i
S Go
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God, our felves, or others, are contained
in, or may be reduced to this one Propo-
fition, That we emdeavour to procure thé
Common Good of Ratiomals ; in order to
- which, I fhall lay down thefe Propofitions,
§. 3. 1. That God in the firft place Wills
and intends his own Glory and Service, and
in the next, the Good and Prefervation of
all Mankind, and of all particular Perfons
- therein contain’d,as far as confifts with that
frail andMortal ftate wherein He hath Crea-
ted them. This Propofition hath already
been made out in the Firft Part of this Dif-
courfe y wherein I have proved,that the Pre-
fervation 'and continuance of all theSpecies
- ofCreatures,(and confequently of Mankind
- as-one ofthem) does wholly depend upon -
God’s Providence. And as for the Individu-
als,or particularPerfons,fince God’s Know-
- ledge is Infirmite, and extends even to the
leaft things ; and alfo that of thefe Particu-
lars, each Species of Creatures is made upy
-and confifts ; It is likewife 4s evident,that
God defigns their Good and Prefervation,
a8 well as that of the wholekind ; though I
grant He prefers the Good of the whole
Species, before that of the Individuals.
2. Itis the Will of God that all Men of
- found Minds, fhould be made confcious of
this His imention of the Good and Prefer-.
, , vatiorf
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vation of Mankind, and that they thould.
operate as his Subordinate Means, or In-
ftruments towards this great End. Which
T fhall prove thus. L
1. “Itis evident that all Men of found
“ Minds,have a notion of the good and hap-
“ pinefs of others, as well as of themfelves,
adly. * That this Notion or Idea, when
“ truly purfued, - will at laft extend it f2If
“to all Mankind ; for it can never ftop
“ fhort of it, fo lon:F asit may ftill proceed
“ farther, and find new and fit Objects to
“ work on; everyIndividual Member of
“ Mankind making a part of this Univerfal
« Idea. _ .-
3. That this notion of endeavouring the
CommonGoodof RationalBeingsis notonly
poffible to be performed, butis alfo highly
Rational, and the greateft and nobleft End
we can imagine, or propofe to our felves,
as comprehending the Good and Happinefs
of the whole Syftem of Rational Beings,
and is alfo true, i e. agreeable with the
~ Divine Intelle¢ : which [ thus make out,
the foregoing Principles being fuppofed.
8. 4. Firft, It is certain, that all the truths
our Minds are endued with, or capable of,
are from God, fince whatever perfe@ion is
found in the effe@®, muft needs have been
firft more-eminently in its Caufe. Therefore
if the Knowledge of Truth be a perfeGtiong
S as
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(as doubtlefs it is) it muft be much
more fo in God, the Original Caufe
thereof; fo that if this Idea of the Common
Good of Rational Beings, is the higheft
Good we ‘Men are capable of knowing,
[Foritis a clear and perfe& (tho com-
plext)Idea,drawn from the Nature of God.
and all other things, anda Colle@ion ofthe
Good and Happinefs of the Deity,and ofall
other Rational Agents;] it muft be true,
and confequently from God. And the Di-
vine Intelle¢t,doth as certainly agree with
our Idea concerning it, as it doth when we
judge, that the Bafe of an Equilateral Tri-

~angle, is equal to either of the Crura or
Legs. Therefore if this Idea of the Common

_Good be true,and that it is al{o certain,that -
all Truth is from God, as likewife that He
hath made us truly to underftand, that He:
Wills the Good and Happinefs of Mankind;
it is likewife as certain, that He would
have us act as Rational Agents, confcious
of this His great defign. ' :

§. 5¢ The Second Part of this
Propofition ( wiz.) That God would
have us Operate as his Inftruments to
this End ; will appear likewife more clear
when you confider what I have already
{aid, That God who hath made nothing in
vain, would not have endued us with an -

- Kdea of this Common Good, as the greateg
‘ - En
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End we can propofe to our felves, for mere -
Speculation, but rather for fome pracical
End, in order'to our own Good and Hap+
pinefs, with that of others ; efpecially fince
God hath placed it fo much in our Power to
. promote and procure this Common Good.
For fo -far as we endeayour the Good and
Happinefs of particular Perfons, fo far we do
contribuge our fhare to that of Mankind;
confidered ' as one Aggregate Body. - Thus
‘whatfoever does good to any one Member,
does fo far benefit the whole Body ; and the
Good and Happinefs of an Aggregate Bady
confifting of divers diftin& Members, con. -
fifts in that of each of its parts. Thusthen,
if God intends the End, (viz)) the Cemmen
‘Good: of Mankind, (as I have already pro-
.ved) he defigns likewife the Means to pros
.duce’it1-Nor can there be any betrer mrarns,
or fitter Inftruments for this End, than the
joint. Endeavours of all Men, exprefled by
-all the A&s of Benevolence and Kindnets
-towards-each other ; fince it is eertain’ (as
-Haid before ) that Men can contribute more |
to the Hurt, or Benefit, of eéach other,
than all ether . Creatures put together.
Therefore as God hath defigned the End,
and ordajned fufficignt Means to produce it;
wiz. ). Men’s kind and benevolent Aétions 3
it ivas evidens, ‘That he. will make uvfe of
| C Men,
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Men,1s the neceflary means for this End. Tho’
I grant he hath ordained us to operate, not
only as Mechanick Caufes, but rather as free
and voluntary Agents to produce it ; that
is, as trae Subjects to this Law of Nature.
" Vid. De. Parke's . LS by the fame fteps -
lzemon(:;‘atio'tp of lthat wqt-‘srrive at the km
the Lew of Nasures  ledge of God, .the Suprpdh
g o Bei%é, “we are «likewife
brought to an acknowledgment of this his
great Defign,of the Common Good of Ratio-
nal Beings.And if from all ¢he wonderfuP Ob-
fervations, and curious Contrivances (‘taken
notice of in this laft Chapter) drawn from
‘the Nature of Things, and Marikind,’ we cari-
not but conclude, That they were fo-difpo-
fed by a moft ‘Wife, Intelligent Being ; ro-
wards this greatEnd's Thewvery fame appear-
ances thatdifcover thefe Things , 'muftike-
‘wife declare his Intention of making ufe of
Us Men, as nece(fary means thereunto.
-. § 7. The laft Propofition for the : pro:
ving this Defcription of ‘the ' Lawof :‘Niture
“to be true, is this: That GOD having thdde
~ this Difcovery of his Willunto us, ‘we there-
upon lie-under a fufficiént Obligation, to ob-
ferve this great Law of endeavouwring this
Common Good: To prove which, I :firflt
* fuppofe that Obligation to‘an' A&ioh énjoy-
ned by the natural Law, is the neceffaryand |
| ' con-
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conftant ¢ffect thercof, upon every Perfon
fubjet to xt, and that this immediately re<
fults from its own Nature, this Law being
always juft and right, as the Will of GOD,
the Leg:ﬂator,xs from whence it proceeds: So
that tho’ I underftand an Obligation to A=
&iveObedience to be the immediate effe@ of
this Law ,-yet that it primarily flows ffom
that Will of GOD, which ordained this Law,
‘and made Man a Creature fubje@ to it 3 as
Heat in us is the immediate Effe@ or A@ion '
-of ‘Fire upon us, but originally both the
Wire.and Heat is from the firft Caufe. Now
-there is no- legal Liberty left ys in the cafe
of natural Laws, to chufe whethér we will
(e obliged to the Actions therein comman-
-ded,.or rather -will fubmit to the Punifh-

_ment attending the Vielation thereof, And

although our natural Liberty of Will be not

- deftroyed thereby, yet we have no Right -

Jeft us to. determine our felves otherwife -

-¢han natyral Law dnreéts, becaufe all Moral
. Trath, or Reitude, is comprehended withs
“inthatLaw. Bytjn Human Laws, becaufe

:they:may-€njoyn fomething amifs, there a
:Right is: often Jeft to us to chufe rathér to

 bearthe Penalty,  than to obey them, ( be-
- cdufe we are obl;gcd rather to obey. GOD

‘ ehamMan) in ¢afg t(heys:ommand any A&i-

4 20l 'U P SR A .‘l [ RPN an
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on contrary to the Divine Law, whether

Natural or Revealed.
'§.8. For the further clearing of this, I

fhall premife fomewhat to explain this Word -

Obligation, which the Civilians thus define:
‘Obligatio eft vinculum Furis, quo guis aftrine
gitur debitum perfolvere. ‘That is, an Obli-
gation is that Bond of Law, whereby eve-
7y one is obliged to pay his Debt, -or -Due :
Which Definition doth well include all forts
of Ouligations, if by the Word Jus, ot
Law, we underftand that Law whofe Obli-
gation -we propofe to define. So that by
“winculum Juris in this Definition, we under-

ftand chat Bond, or Tye, of the Lawof Na-

ture, ty which every one is obliged to pay
‘this natural Debt, 7. e. to perform that Du-
ty which ‘be ows to GOD his Creator,
_by reafon of his own Rational Nature, or
elfe to undergo thofe Punithments which are
ordained for his Difobedience or Negle@.
So that thereis a twofold Tye, or Obligati-
‘on, ipall Laws ; the one a&ive in the Debt,
‘or Duty; the other paffive, in a patient fub-
- miffion to the Punifhment, in cafe of any

“wilful negle, or omiffion thereof: Of bot

which, we fhall fpeak in their Order. - = -
¢- 9. Butyou are firft to take notice; That
none can oblige us to do, or forbear any
* Acion, but fuch who have a Right to Com-
- : L mand

’
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mand us: So that this Obligation proceeds

- from thatjuft Right of Dominion, whicha

fuperiour Power hath over usand our A&i-
ons ; and as far as we are fubje to others,
we are fo far under an Obligation to their
lawful Commands, which obliges us toa dif-
charge of that Debt, or Duty, we owe them;
that is,” when we are obliged to do, or for-

bear any A&ionfrom the Will of Command

of ‘a Supreme ‘Power, or Legiflator, to
whom, when fufficiently made known to us,
we are bound to yicld Obedience to the
utmoft of our Power: And herein confifts
the Obligation, or Duty, (viz.)in the Con-
formity of our A&ions to a-Rule, fuchas is
declared by the Will of the Legiflator.  So
thatall eur Obligation to the Laws of Nature,
is at laft refolved into that abfolute Domini-

on, which GOD, as he is the Great Crea-

tor and Preferver of Mankind, hath over

" us: For I cannot underftand a Right (efpe-

cially of Dominion ) to be invefted or feated

fomething which-may be called (at leaft ana-

logically) a-Law. 3. That every Dictate

of the Divine Wifdom, concerning. Matter

Y

in any Supreme Power, but by virtue of .

fit to beeftablithed by a Law, isfuch aLaw:

And fo Cicero (the beft Mafter of Language)
fpeaks, towards the end of his Firft Book
de Legibas. 3. Thatthe Eternal Wifdom of

-,
!
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GOD, contains eminently, or anmalogically,
in it, all that we can know to be Natural
Law. 4. But to know that it is Natural
Law, or the Dictate of Right Reafon,; con-
cerning the fitteft Means to the beft End, or
greateft Good, it is neceflary to this.purpofe,
That the Supreme Governmeant of all Things
(and efpecially of Rational Creatures) thould
be in Him, who is moft able and willing to
purfue and attain that greateft End; that is
it muft befetled in GOD.,-..5. So that by this
- Di@ate of Eternal Wifdom, or of petforming
all Things for the beft End, the Sovereign-
ty becomes his Right ; and our Knowledge
that this DiGate of Eternal Wifdom is in
Him, affures us, That this Right isimmuta-
ly fix’d and vefted in Him. 6. Although
in the method of inveftigating the Laws of
Nature, as they fubfitt in our Minds, the
fir(t Law refpe®s the End, and _this concer-
ning the Means, comes in the fecond place:
Yet in our Thoughts concerning GOD, we
know that infinite Wifdom comprehends ail
~ thefe Dictates together; and therefore that
the Dicate, or Law, fetling Univerfal Do-
minion in- GOD, is co-eternal with - Him;
.and {5 is as early in his Nature, as the firft
Natural Law ; the Obligstion of which, we
are eftablithing in this Chapter. And here
arifes the difference berween a Moral Obli-
: - gation




Ch.,;_.‘ of the Law of Nature. It 9

gation (which is that we now treatof ) and
3 Civil one, or that by which we are obliged

to Laws in Civil Governments ; theformer ™ -

being in refpect to G O D’s immediate will,
as the Supreme Legiflator 5 whereas all the
" Daty we owe to our Civil Magiftrates, Pa-
renss, and Mafters, &vc. is only in fubordi-
nation to G O D’s Will fo declared unto us,

and who hath ordained this Obedience for
his own Worfhip and. Glery, and in order
“to the Common Goodof all Humane Sccie-
ties and Commonwealths, that is, of Min-
kind in general. o
§. 10. Yet I think, notwithftanding all we
have faid of the Force andNature of this Ob-
~ ligation, it may well enough confift with
the natural Freedom of Man’s Will, finceall
thefe Confiderations do ftill but excite, not
neceflitate Him to A& one way or other: For
it is ftill lefc in his Power either to chufe that
which is abfolutely the beit in obeying this -
Will of God, or elfe to prefera lefs, but pre-
fent good before it, in the fatisfaction of his
Appetites, or Paflions. And herein likewife-
confifts the difference betweea an Animal
Good,_ or Evil, and a Moral one ; the for-
' mer being thofe natura] Means conducing to
each Man’s prefervation, or deftrucion, con-
fidered as a mere Animal, without any re-
fpe& to God as their Author, or the Com-
- I4 mon
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mon Good of Rationals as their Rule: The
lacter, -thatis of all Hurnane Moral A&ions,
or Habits, confidered as agreeable, or dif-
agreeableunto the Laws of Nature, ordain-
ed by God as a Legiflator, and made known
to Man, in order ‘to the common good of
Rational Beings ; fo that they are thus mo-
rally Good, or Evil, only in refpe& of their
Conformity or Difagreement with the Will
of God ; and as their Obfervance, or Neg-
le@, brings either Good, or Evil, (that is,
Happinefs or Mifery) upon us in this Life,
or in that to come. From whence you may
obferve the neceffity of putting.God, in all
-our defcriptions, or definitions of the Law
of Nature, as the Author thereof : For were
it not for his exiftence, in whofe divine In~
telle& the Idea’s of Moral Good and Evil,
are eternally eftablithed, and into whofe will
fo ordaining them, they are ultimately to be
refolved,Mr. Hobs’s (or rather Epicurus’s Af-
fertion)would certainly be true, That there
is nothing morally Good, or Evil, in its own -
Nature. "And it may be here alfo obferved,
Thut the great omifficn of divers Writers on
this Subj=&, in not placing God as thgCaufe,
or Author of the Law of Nature, in their de-
“finitions, hath been perhaps the main, if not
only Reafon, of that falfe Affertion, That
the Laws of Naturc are not properly’f,o,
. ' il
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ill they are eftablifhed by the Authority of

the Supreme Civil Power. So on the other
fide, if it be made evident, That God Wills,

- or Commands, all Men fhould endeavour

the Common Good of Rationals, as the
greateft they are capable of; it muft necef-

arily follow, that we lie under a fufficient

Obligation, by all the Tyes of Duty and
Gratitude, . to concur with God’s Will and
Defign, in purfuing and endeavouring this

- great End.

- ¢.11. But fince God hath thought fit to
-make Man a Creature confifting of two dif-

ferent and diftin& Parts, or Principles, a
“Souland a Body, both capable of Good and

Evil, i..e. of Rewards and Punifhments ; I

.come to the other part of this Law, viz. the

Obligation by which we are bound, by all

-the Rational Motives, or Rewards, that
. Man’s Nature is capable of, to obferve this

great Law,and are deterred by all the contra-
ry Evils, or Punithments, from negle&ing
or tranfgrefling it: In order to which, I
fhall lay down thefe plain Axioms, drawn

-from the Nature of Moral Good and Evil,
-which you may find in the Learned Bifhop
-Wilkins his excellent Difcourfe of VaturalRe-

S

ligion. : ' ,

‘ Axiom 1. That which is morally good ,
“ (i e) agreeable to the Will of Gody is Za
\ . . e

.
- 0
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¢ Je defired and profecuted 5 and that which
¢ isevil, i e. contrary to bis Will, is to be a-
¢ woided. _ )
¢ AX. 2. The greater Congruity there is in
_ Sany sthing to the  Reafon of Mankind, and
“the greater tendency it hath to promote or
“ binder the Perfection of Man's Nature, in
< the endeavour of the Common Good 5 [o

“mach greater degrees it bath:of Moral Good,

®or Evil; and according to which, we onght
“to proportion our Inclinations, or Averfions
¢ thereunto. ‘

€ AX. 3. So that it is fuitable both to the
“Reafow and Intereft of Mankind, that all
¢ Perfons: [bould fubmit shemfelves-to God's
 Will, spow whom they depend for their
¢ Happinefs and Wel-being, by doing fuch
“Things as may redder them acceptable to
¢ Him, and avoiding thofe comtrary Aclions

- which may provoke bis Difpleafure, that is, .

“in (bort, in profecuting the Common Good

. “of Rational Beings. .
¢ Ax.q. Hence the Rational Nature, and

“the Perfeltions belonging to it, being more
¢ Noble thar the Senﬁ%i'vc , @ Moral Good is
¢ to be preferred before an Animal Pleafure’s
¢ and that which is morally evil, is more to be
¢ gvoided, than that which is merely animal. -
- “Ax. 5.4 prefent Animal Good may be part-
“ed with , upon a probable Expectation of a
¢ greater future Moral Good. Ax.
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“ Ax. 6. A prefent Evil is to be endured,
¢ for the probable avoiding of agreater, though

¢ future Evil,

But fince all the Rewards which God can

" beftow upon us, for our obferving this fun-

damental Law, of endeavouring the Com.
mon Good of Rationals, does only amoung

-to the trueft and higheft Happinefs that
- Man’s Nature is capable of 5 it is fit that we

fufficiently ftave that Happinefs, and where-
in it confifts: For the alearing of which, 1
fhalllay down thefe two plain Propofitions,

« $.12. Prop. 1. That whichgives, or con-
ftitutes the Effence of any thing, and diftin-

-guitheth it fromall other things, is called the -

Eflential form of that thing. .

Prop. 2. That State, or Condition, by
which the Nature of any thing is advan-
ced to the utmoft perfe@ion which it is
capable of , according to its kind, is called
the Chief End, Good, or Happinefs of fuch
a Being. ‘ o o

Thus, for Example, (to give you a
Scale, drawn from the Nature of thofe Be-
ings we know to be endued with Life or
Motion) 1. The Nature of Plantsconfiftsin -
having a vegetative Life, by which they re-
ceive Nourithment and Growth, and are
enabled to multiply their kind. The utmoft
Perfetion which this kind of Being is gz!x.v -

pable
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pable of, is to grow up to a ftate of Matu-
rity, to continue unto its natural Period,

and ‘to propagate its Kind. 2. The Nature
of Brutes (befides what is common tothem

“with Plants) confifts in their being endue d

with Faculties, whereby they are capable
of apprehending external Obje@s, and of re-
ceiving Pain or Pleafure from them, in order
to. their own Prefervation, and the. propa-

'gation of their Species. The utmoft Per- .
\ fe&ioqp of thefe, confifts in mere fen-
1

fitive Pleafures; 4. e. of doing and en-
joying fuch Things as are grateful ro their
‘Appetites and Senfes. 3 But the Nature of
Man, (befides what is common to him with
Plants and Brutes, both in the vegetative

~ “and fenfitive Life ) confiftsin the Faculty of

Right Reafon, whereby he'is made: capable
of underftanding the Law of Nature , and
its Rewards and Punifhments, either in this

- Life; or that to come, to induce him to their

Obfervation, and deter him from the tranfc
greffion of them: Which fentiments as no
Creature in this vifible World, except Man,
does partake of 3 fo his Chief Good , -or
Happinefs, confifts in the improvement and
perfe@ion of this Faculty ; that is, in fuch

" A¢tions as are moft agrecable to Right Rea-

fon, and as may beft entitle him to the
Divine Favour, and afford him the greateft
2 - Affurance
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Affarance .of a lafting Happinefs; both in
this Life, and after it 1s ended. So that all

the A&ions of Man, confidered as volun-
tary and fubje@ to the Law of Natute, and

thereby capable of Rewardsand Punithments,

are called Moral; as being dire¢ted by God, -
the Supreme Legiflator, to the greateft and
moft excellent End, viz.the Common Good
-of Rational Beings. : ,
" §.-13. Having laid down thefe Principles
;of Moral Good -and Evil , in order to the fet=
ling and clearing the Nature of this Obliga-
‘tion, and wherein it confifts ; I fhall, in the
‘next place, particularly declare the San&ion
‘of this Law ; (viz.) thofe Rewards which
‘God hath ordained for the Obfervation of
this Law of Nature, of endeavouring the .
"‘Common Good ; and thofe Punifhments he
hath gppointed for its Breach, or Tranf
-geeflion. 1 have already laid down, That
‘all - Obligations -upon the Soul of Man, a-
‘rife properly: from the Commgnds of fome
" Rightful Superior Power ; that is, fuch a
~one who hath not only force fufficient to ia-
flict what Evils ‘he pleafes upon the Difobe-
dients but, who hath alfo given us juft
Grounds, or Reafons, wherefore he requires
- us to determine the natural Liberties of our
. Wills,according to his Pleafure ; both which,
- whenever they meet inany Supreme l’owca:;(i
. - a
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and that he hath once figoified his Will to us,

- ought to produce in our Minds not only fear
to cffend,but alfo a love of, and obedience to
his Commands. The former, from the Confis
deration of his irrefiftible Power ; The lat.
ter, from their own intrinfick Goodnefs, as
alfo from all thofe Motives which ought te
perfuade us to perform his Will. For as
- one who hath no other Reafon than down» -
right Force, why he will have me perform
and fubmit to his Commands, whether I will
or no, may indeed fo far terrify me, that,to .
avoid a greater Evil, I may think-it beft:to
obey him; yet that Fear once removed, there
will then remain nothing that can- hinder me
from alling according to my own, rather
‘than his Will, or Humour. “So on thé other
‘fide, he who can give me never fo good
"Reafons why I ought to obey him ; yet if
deftitute of Power to infli& any Punifh-
ment upon me for my .Difobedience, fuch
' his- Commands may, without any outwasd
" inconvenience , be -negle€ted by me, if 1
“think fit, unlefs he is endued with fufficieat
" Power to vindicate the Negle&, or Con-
tempt, of his Authority. Therefare the
ftricte(t San&ion which any Sovereign Pow-
er can give unto its Laws, -is, when it is not

- only able, but hath alfo fufficiently declared,
That it will confer a fufficient thare of good

‘ Things,
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Thiogs, or Rewards, for fo doing ; andof

Evils, or Punifhments, upon any breach, or

negle of its Commands. Sothough I grant

the whole farce of this Obligation is proper-
ly refolved into the Will of the Legiflator,

or thofc to whom the Cuftody of thefe

Laws are contnitted 5 all which are inclu-

ded in this Law of Nature, fince we find

God commanding it, to whom we oughtto
yield abfolute Obedience ; though not i -

Right of His irrefiftible Power alone, but ra-

ther as He hath, by his Eternsl Wifdom and -

Qoodnefs in. his Creation and Prefervation
of us, an ahfolute Dominion over, and ag
undaubted Right to Command us; and
confequently we are obliged to yield Obe-

. dience to His Laws, as they are not only’

highly reafonable, (being ordained for the

- Common Good of Rationals) but are alfo
eftablithed by fufficient Rewards and Punifh-
" ments. . But.fince the former feem more

:plainly . declared to Mankind, and are like~

‘wife more agreeable to our Rational Na-
-tures, whichfhould rather dclight to be al-

Iured by Rewards, than terrified by Punifh-

ments ; Ifhall firft begin with the natural
“Rewards annexed to'the Obfervation of this
-great.Law of Nature, of endeavouring the
: Common Good ; Which tay be divided in-

rela-

/

- -to Internal, or External; that is, either in.
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relation to the Soul alone, or to the Body
and the Soul jointly confidered.
§. 14. The fir(t internal Reward, ordains
ed by God for our Obfervation of the Law
. of Nature, is, That inward Satisfa@ion the
Soul enjoys, when refle@ting upon thofe
A&ions; which, by the mearts of the Body it
hath performed, it finds they are agreeable
to the Rules of Right Reafon, thatis, confo-
nant to the Nature of Things, and confe-
quently to thofe true Idea’s contaified in the
Divine Intelle@ ; from whence arifes that uns
expreflible Pleafure, -called, Peare of Confeci-
ence, proceeding from a felf-Refletion, That
it hath a@ed agreeable to God’s Will, and
may thereby expe@ his Favour, as a Rer
ward for its Obedience ; and This, alone,
‘were a fufficient Obligation, if there were
no Other, for any Rational Man to obferve
this Law of Nature, as the declared Will of
‘God,feeirg his true Happinefs, or the higheft -
Good he is capable of, confifts in his fenfe
of -God’s Favour ; who hath thought fit to .
’ propofe to us the. Common Good of Ratio-
nals, asthe nobleft Obje@®, and higheft End
we can be ordained for, as being the fum
zf all his natural Laws ; and that we do not
‘herein act anly as fenflefs,fubordinate Inftry- -
ments to thisEnd,batHe hath alfo allowed us
to be herein voluntary Imitators of his Divine
Beneficence. - L Q.’ 150

!
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5. To which I hillallo add , that i
ward Pleafurc and Satisfaction, “which's
Rational and Good-natured Perfons mu{E
neceflarily take i in the due exercife of thofe
fweeter Paffions “of Love, Joy, and Ds:
fire, &c. exprefled in the withing and endeas
vouring the like good Things to ail worthy
and.innocent Perfons, as for themfelves 5 and
alfo in the performing all kind and charis
“table A&ions towards them, as far as lies inl
their Power, whenever their prefent Ceca-
fions, or Neceflities require it ; which Satis<-
faction will ftill be greater, the larger and
more diffufed this Charity, or Benevclerice,
is, and the more Objes it finds toexert it
felf upon; whereas the Plealure which any
felfith, ill-natured Man can take, in doing
goodto,and pleafing himfelfalone mu& reeds
bevery fcanty and narrow, as bemo confined
within fo fmalla compafs as one ﬁngle perfon.
‘Thusif weexamine all the Facuities of cur
Souls,- we fhall find them much larger, and
more ample than can only be well exerted
towards our felves; and cur Minds are often
carried on, whether they will or no, to the
confideration of thofe Thmgs that may prove
more beneficial to the reft of Mankird, than
to our felves alcne : And to this, moft Arts
and Sciences found out by Men's Induftry
and Invention, and made known for the
K Com-
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Common Good of Mankind,chiefly owe their
Original. Sothat if natural Inftin@& teaches
us to endeavour our own Prefervation ;
our Reafons will likewife inform us, That
we ought to exert all the Faculties of our
Souls towards the profecution of this great
‘End, The Common Good of Rationals ; fince
whillt we promote that, we do at the fame
time obtain our own particular Good and
Happinefs befides. .
~ ¢.16. In the next place, as for the exter-
nal Rewards that refpe@ both our Bodies

and Souls together, and which God hath

ordained for the Obfervation of this Law,

they proceed either from Man, or from

God: Of the former fort are all thofe To-
kens of Benevolence, either by Words, or
A&ions, from thofe Perfons whom we have
never injured, and who are fenfible of our
Concurrence with them towards this great
End, and ‘alfo of Gratitude from thofe whom
we haveany ways obliged by acs of kindnefs
and charity 5 the very Hope and Expeta-
tion of which, though perhaps it may not
be a Good which we fhall always a&ually
enjoy; yet fince it isfuch a Returnas we do
moft commonly meet with, and may reafo-
" nably expe@ from the Naiure of Man, may
very well be reckoned amongft the natural

Rewards cf vertuous A&ions, fince the

Hop s
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:Ho'pe, or Expetation, of a probable future )
-Good,is an ufual and juft Mative to perfuade,

men to do kind and beneficial A&ions to-
wards others: Under which is alfo comprii
fed all that due Praife and Commendation,
which all good and vertuous Perfons beftow
upon kind, charitable, and generous A@&i.
ons, which is the trueft Honour, and moft
folid Glory that a man can attain to in
this Life; and which, though it ought not
to be the principal End and Motive of any
Man’s doing fuch Actions, yet fince it coms

- monly follows them, it feems to be ordains

ed by God, as a natural Reward for our pers
formance of fuch Things, or A&ions, as are
moft agreeable to his Will, o
§.17.The laft external Reward we may pro-
pofe to our felves, fof our endeavouring +his
Common Good of Mankind, is, all that Peace
and Tranquility, with other Tempogal ens
joyments, which we may hope to enjoy from -
the Proteion and Encouragement of the. -
Commonweal , whilft we faithfully purfue
the great End thereof, th¢ Common Good;

- All Civil Governments, being the Compa&@s

or Agreements of a colleCtive Body of Men,
for the procuring the Good and Happinefs
of the whole Community, sgainft all fuch
wicked and unreafonable Perfons as {half
goabout to difturb ir. ,

. . K a . ‘ é. 18,
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0. 18. Lattly, in refpect of God, confidered
as the immediate Author and beftower of
thefe Rewards, They are thefe, Health; or
Soundnefs both of Soul and Body ; the former,
from that Temperance, Moderation , and
Sedatenefs of its Paffions, which it thereby
enjoys; the latter from that Security,proceed-
ing from Concord, maintain’d with, and Be-
nevolence exercifed towards the reft of Man-
kind, which is alfo generally attended with
a Competency cf all the neceffaries of Life,
which are ufually bcftowed by God on thoie
that are Frugal, Temperate, Peaceable, ard
Charitatle ; all which Bleflings may be ra-
tionally hoped for by us, as the Natural
Rewards ordained by God, for thofe that

do their utmoft to obferve this great Law

of the Common Good. But fince we muit
confefs, that many of thefe Rewards formne-
times, either altogetier fail, or fall thorc of
this Life, and that divers Evils or Afil.&ions -
do often happen to thofe that are sruly goed,
- pious and' vertucus ; and alfo that all thofe
outward good things, that conflitute this ex-
ternal Felicity, do cften attend thofe that ara
Wicked, Unjuft, and Violent 5 we may’ from
thencewith highefl Reafon conclude,thatGod
will recompence thofe Lofles and Affli&i-
ons with a far larger thare of Happinefs to
be enjoyed by the Good and Vertuous, in
: ' ' a Life
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a Life after this; fince otherwife the Wif
dom and Providence of God would prove
Infufficient for the ends it defigned. For
if (as I have already laid down) God really
" intends Médn’s Happinefs, and that Happi-
nefs is the great end which Man’s Nature fo
- earneftly defires: If then He is not happy
in this Life ( no Man that ever lived having
been perfe@ly (o ) God would be fruftrated of
this great defign, and wouldalfo have given
us this defire of Happinefsaltogether in vain,
unlefs he fatisfy itin a Life after this is ended.
And moreover, thefe Laws of Nature would
fignify but little, ( as I havealready prov’d)
without a due Adminiftration of Rewards
~ and Punifhments, which fince they fo often
fail in this Life, ought to be made up in
that to come. And trom hence it was, that
moft of the wifeft Heathen Philofophers did
without any Divine Revelition, conclude
a neceffity of a future State, in which Men
were to enjoy that Hippinefs, or endure that
~ Mifery, which they hadeither mifs’d of, or
deferved in this Life; otherwife the Provi-
dence of G>d would not only have appear-
cd very lame and imperfect, but His Laws
would oft:n-timss loofe the main part of their -
Sanction, if not their Obligarion too, viz. the
Rewards appointed for their Obfervatior,
and tire Punithments duz to their Tranfgref-
. K3 fion,
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fion, which being not always diftributed in
this Life, it is highly reafonablé, nay necef -
fary they fhould be Conferred or InfliGted
ioanother, or elfe God would not be (what
without doubt He is) a Juft and true Le-
giflatar. i

9. 19. But fince it mult be confefled, that
the Nature of the greateft part of Mankind,
is fo mean and fervile, as rather to be ter-
nfied by Punifhments, than allur’d by Re-
wards, or governed by the Di@ates of right
Keafon, from purfuing their own unreafo-
nable Appetites and Paffions, fo deftru@ive
to their own real good and happinefs, as
alfo to that Common Good of Rational Be-
ingss I come to the other. part of the San-
é&ioh of this Law of Nature, wiz. thofe Na-
tural Panifhments, which God hath Or-
dained for thofe that wilfully negle& or vio-
late it: which I thall likewife divide (as I
did the Rewards) either into Internal, as
proceeding from the Nature of theevil A&i-
onsthemfelves ; or_elfe External, from the
Nature of God a:;\ot?wr Men, and which
would moft of them he the fame, were
there no Civil Laws or Government in the
World., Firft then, He that but neglects
the endeavour of this great Law of Nature,
though perhaps he does not abfolutely vio-
late 1t, deprives him{clf of all thofe good
ey oy TR R ‘things
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things which Conftitute the true Happinefs

of a Rational,Man, and which (as I have

already proved) are Ordained by God as
Natural Rewards for thofe that obferve this
Law, and as much as they mifs of, or loofe
this Happinefs, they do fo far punith them-
felves ; fince the very abfence, or miffing
‘of a good thing, through our own folly or

wilful negle@,is really an Evil,and when con-

fidered as fo pre-ordain'd by God, is like-
- wife a Punithment.

- 9. 20. And 2dly. The wilful Tranfgreflor
- of this Law, whilft he thereby contradicts
~ his own Reafon, ( which, if he confiders
. rightly, will tell himhe ought to A& other-

wife) not onely debauches his own under= |

- ftanding, but deprives himfclf of the Na=
tural Liberty of his Will; fince one error
in pra@ice once admitted as true and rea-
fonable, introduces innumerable other, not
onely Errors but Vices, and fo at laft" deli-
vers the Man wholly up to the Government
of his unruly Appetites and Paffions, which
is abfolutely contrary to the Rational Na-
ture of Man, fince he then purpofes to him-

felf certain Principles and Rules of Life

and Converfation, contrary to the Di®ates

~ of right Reafon ; which being a fort of folly -
or madnefs, muft needs be a great evil, and =
inconfiftent with true Felicity, though per- .
' Kgq haps

(

4
-~
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_haps the-Perfon that ats thus madly is not

fcm bleof it .
"¢.ar. ,,3qu Such a&ions, when ever they

come to be duely refle@ed on, and cenl-

dered by the Doer, muft needs through
‘mear own turpitude and unreafonablenefs,
ofrzn niake him highly difpleafed, and angry
w.th himfelf, whereby he loofes the greateft
H.ppinefs of Life, (wiz.) That Selt fatisfa-
6t sn which {prings from the refletion of

¢ Mind, upon its own Actions when g-
_greeaole to' the Rules of Reafon, as the

Saiyrift handfomely exprefles it, == Exempls

‘quadcunque malo committitury ipfi Difplicet
_Avthora, Juven. Sat. 13.

.22 4thiy. Neither do thefe Moral E-
vils (whea once zny of them enter and take
_pofr filon of the Soul) come fingle, and
without a Train of Followers of the fame
Matare; for being, as it were, linked to-
gother, they com.z.on!) mzmducc cne ano-
ter 3 o that Lo who commits one alt of
Wicke cncf’s, and intends to flop there, finds
himiclf miflaken in his Accompt. Thus the
Man thar hath {O tar injured and provoked
another, that he fltands in fear of his Re-
verge, oftentimes is not to befatisfied, till,
to fecu. € himfelf, he hath murchered or rui-
rcd bim, by Trcacl cry, Forgery, or Subor-
nation; "and then, if he be accufed of thxsi

wil

o7 e
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will not fail to forfwear i it, and (1f occafion
be) hire others to perjure: themfelves, to
“clear himfelf or bis Complices.

§. 23. sthly. But if ever fuch an Offen:
der againft the Laws of Nature, fhall grow
fenfible of his Crimes, and defirous to leave
them, he will then find his Soul fo fullied

‘and difturbed, by thofe Vices and Paffions
which have fo long domineered over it, and
alfoall the natural Powers of his Intelle@,fo
weakened by a long and conftant habit of
Sin and Wickednefs, that he can fcarce ever
‘(or at leaft not without much difficulty)
overcome them, or be able to reduce his .
Mind to a firi@ obfervation of the Laws of
: Reafon andVertue ,whereby he wholly loofes,
or at leaft highly impairs the great Preroga-
tive of Humane Nature, Freedom of Will 5
which if ever he be able 2gain to exert, it
cannot be without a great ftrugling, and a
ftri& watch over himfelf, attended wirh that
“.moft painful and difpleafing Remedy, Repen-
tance, for having thus tranfgrefled this Di-
vine Law,

§. 24. 6thly, and laftly, whilft the Offen-
der continues in this Jamentable ftate of wil-
ful Rebellion againft God, ‘he cannot but be
almoft conftantly tormented with a dreadful
Remorfe of Confcience, proceeding from a
fear of punifhment both frcm God and Man,

: w’nch
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which feldom fails to torment the Souls of

wicked Men, and which the fame Poet fo
well fets forth, in the place afore-cited:

Prima e} hec Vltio, quod fe
Fudice nemo nocens abfolvitur.——

" Which Punithments though future, yet fince
they are fuch as he may well expe@ from his
own wicked A&ions, do fall under the no-
tion of a prefent Evil, feeing no Offenders
againft this Law can ever be morally aflired
thacthey fhall pafs uadifcovered, and unpu-
nithed for their Crimes, either in this Life,
or in that to come. And Epicarss himfelf
"(though he takes away all the grounds of
Moral Good and Evil, in denying God to
have any Concern for Humane A&ions ) ad-
vifes no wife man to commit any unjuft or
wicked A&, becaule he can never beaffured
he fhall efcape difcovery and punifhment for
them, and fo muft always live in perpetual
Fear and Anxiety. .

§ 25. Bue, in the fecond place, as for
thote external Panifhments which concern
the Body, they are either fuch as proceed
from the Nature of thofe Paffions them-
fclves, whereby a wicked man is moft com-
monly governed, or elfe from outward Cau-

fes, (viz.)God, or Man.  As for the f’ormen%
- . 4 o
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of thefe, the violent and unfatiable Paffions
themfelves, it is commonly obferved, That
-Envy, Fear, immoderate Anger, and excef-
five Self-love, accompanied with Hatred and
Contempt of others, are fo oppofite to the
natural Tranquility, or Health of the Mind,
that they prove their own Punithment, not
only to the Soul, but Body alfo. Thus En-
vy and Hatred, whilft they produce fadnefs’
and unquietnefs of the mind, do hinder that
brisk and a&ive motion of the heart, which
is fo neceffary fora due Circulation of the
Blood, as is evident from that palenefs and
meagernefs in the Face, leannefs of the Body,
and general diftemper in the whole Confti-
tution, which may be commonly obfer-
vedin envious, fpiteful, and angry People;
~ - and that an immoderate Defire of Revenge,
may fometimes procur¢ death it felf, Dr.Har-
vey proves by an odd inftance, in his Treatife

of the Circulation of the Blood, of a2
Gentleman (a Patient of his) who P 89. ,
languifhed long under unufual Symptoms,
~ but at laft died out -of pure melancholy
and difcontent, that he could not have his
Revenge upon a Perfon above him, for a
great Injury he had formerly received from
him. And to let you fee how fartally
this Paffion affe@s the Vitals, it was obfer-
ved in this Gentleman, that his Hearr, wh;n
e
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- he was opened, was fwelled as big as that of
anOX. And T have already given you, in
“the former Chapter,an inftance of Charles VI,
‘King cf France, how certainly an unceceffa- |
ry fear of others,will procure a Man’s Deftru-
~@ion, And as for fudden imruoderate Fits of
Paffion, or "Anmr, there are infinite Ex-
ambples of thofe, whom fuch violent Fits have
_bereaved of thet ir Lives.
9. 26. But as for the external Punithments
proceeding from Men, there is, in the firlt
place, a gmeral Hm'ed and Contempt,
which xll natured, vicient, and unjuft men, .
muft. always expe& trom zll the reft of the
World, though perhaps they may be fo
powerful that men dare not exprefs it to -
their Faces; and this even from thofe who
~are of a like humour ‘with themfelves. For
you fhall feldom or never fee ill-natured
men love or fpeak well of one another ;.
which' certainly muft needs be an Evil, or
Punithment to chofe that lye under it, becaufe
they cannct bt at one tim2 or other be
fenfible of it : For it the Loveand Commen-
dation of others be a Good, and defirable,
as they render a man capable of the Efteem
of thofe he converfes with, and often proves
very ferviceable to the compam'w his De-
fires,or Defigns ; then cortainly the contrary

‘%o thcfe mutt be an Evil, as that which com-
monly
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. mobly” hinders men: from attaining thofe
Ends they propofe to themfelves; by the
help and affiftance of others. And therefore
it is always feen,. that men of violent, unjuft,
- and domineering Natures, sre always forced
to hide and difletnble this Humor towards .
thofe from whom they expe&t any Benefit,
or Preferment ; well knowing, that if their
natural Inclinations were once difcovered,
they wmuft never-look to obtain any thiog
from their Patrons, firice no wife man can
expect any other return from fuch men but
Ingratitude and Injufiice.

" §. 27. In the next place, we may account
all thofe returns of Evil, .or Revenge, whe-
ther by ill Offices, Force, or Death it felf,
which fuch wicked men muft exped, asajuft
Retaliation of the like Acions from thofe
they have injured, or deftroyed; or if not
from them, at leaft from their Friends and
Relations, and which is as narural and law- .
ful a Punithment in the {tate of Narure,
where there is no Law to the contrary, as
that inflicted by Civil Magiftrates in Com-.
monwealths,becaufe he is only intrufted with
that natural Right, in order to the good and
prefervation of Mankind, whichevery par-
ticular Perforf in the ftate of Nature was be-
~ fore endued with. - h

§. 28. ‘
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§. 28. Amongft thefe we may alforeckon -
thofe external Punithments which the Civil
Powers have ordained againft thofe that pre-
fume to tranfgrefs this great Law of Nature,
by Blafphemy againft God, or by injurious
Language,or byviolent and unjuft A&ions to-
wards others; which Punifhments, though
they may fometimes fail to be infli&ed, for
wantof difcovery, or elfe by falfe Informa-
tion , Bribery , or Injuftice in the Judges
or Witnefles, or elfe by Pardon from the
Supreme -Powers; yet fince thefe Punifh-
ments are oftner infli¢ted, than not; and
whenever this happens, they infinitely ex-
ceed all the Good, or Pleafure, which:
the Offender hath, or can ever receive
by the doing them: It is evident, That no
prudent man will venture to do fuch
A&ions , which are fo full of hazard,
and which will moft probably . bring up-
on him Ignominy, lofs of Life and Eftate ;
and befides (if not repented of ) more
lafting Punithments in the World to come.
And therefore we are not over-haftily.
to cenfure the fevere Punifhments ordain-
ed by Civil Laws, againft Thieves, Coin-
ers of falfe Money , c. as over-rigorous,
for it is but reafonable that they fhould re-
compence, or fupply the difficulty and rare-

nefs of their difcovery, and the frequent re-
: ‘ petition
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petition of their Crimes, with fo great a pu-
. nifhment as the lofs of Life, even with Tor-
ments, when they are taken, becaufe perhaps
they have offended an hundred times, with-"
out any punifhments at all. ~ So that if the
Supreme Powers are ordained by God for
the good and prefervation of Mankind, it
will likewife follow, That fuch Punithments
(asare already mentioned) are aHo intended-
by him, as the fitreft means to procure this
great End: Which natural Punithments,
‘Mr. Hobs himfelf . owns it his Englifh
Leviathan,Cap.3. whofe fence is here fo good
and pat to this purpofe, that I fhall give it
 youat large: - o
- “Haviog thus briefly fpoken (fays. be)
“ of the natural Kingdom of God, and his
“ nataral Laws; [ will add only a fhort De-
¢ claration of his nataral Punithmerts. There
“is no A&ion in this Life, that is not the
“ beginning of fo long a Chain of Gonfequen-
¢ cesy1s no humaneProvidence is high enough
¢ to give a man a profpe@ to the End:and
* in this Chain,there are linked together both
¢ pleafing and unpleafing Events,in fuch man-
“ner, as he that will de any thing.for his
“ Pleafure, muft engage himfelf to fuffer all
“ the Pains annexed to it - And thefe Pains
‘¢ are the natural Punithments of thofe A&i-.
_ ““ ons, which are often the beginning of more
o -  harm
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¢ harm thangood : And thercby it comesto .

-+ pafs, that Intemperance is naturally puni-
« {hed with Difeafes ; Rathnefs with Mifchan=
“ces Injuttice with the violence of Ene-
“ mics; Pride with Ruine ; Cowardice with
“Oppreﬂion H neghgent Government of -
“Princes with Rebellion; and Rebellion
“ with Slaughter, Thus far Mr. Hobs.

If therefore Punifkments are Confequent
on the breach of Laws, and natural Punith-
ments are ordained by God, as Confcquent
on the breach of the Laws of Nature, it
therefore follows them as their natural, not
arbitrary Effe@s. So that after what he
hath here declared, it may feem firange,
That this Author fhould (in hisBook de Cive,
Chap. V.) maintain, That the Laws of Na-
ture do not actually oblige us to their Ob-
fervation in the ftate of Nature, butonly to
a Will to obferve thﬂm, v-hen we may with
fafety doit; thatis, not ill we are Mem-
bers of a Civil State, or Commonwealth;
fince no Man, according to hisown Concef-
ﬁon, can in either {late violate them, with-
out incurring fome of thefe natural Punifh-.
ments (alread) mentioned ) ordained by
God to deter them from committing them.

§. 29. Laﬁly, As for thofe extrinfick Pu-
nifhments in this Life, immediately infliGed
by God, they are all thofe temporal Evils,

: which
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which we commonly call Judgments, witly
which God fo often punifhes the Tranfgref:
fors of this Law of Nature, eitherin :heir -
Minds, Bodies, Fortunes, or Relations:
And for the truth of this, T need but refer
you to.the Hiftories of all Ages paft, befides
what you may have gathered from your
own Obfervation. o ‘
~ To conclude; Where-evet thefe natural
Punifhments fail, or fall fhort in this Life,
they will certainly be fupplyed by Punifk«
ments infinitely more durable and grievous,
in a Life after this, than what our narrow
Apprehenfions are able to conccive ; cr elfe
that great Attribute of God, (wviz.) his Jus
ftice, would failthort of its Effe@; and cons
‘fequently the San&ion due to his Laws;
which powerful and unreafonable Men would
‘believe to be none-at all; if they were fure
they could efcape unpunifhed, both in this
Life, and the next tco.
" ¢. 30. Having now proved this Dictace
of Right Reafon, That we ought to endea-
vour the tommon Good of Rartwnal Beings,
_tobe truly, and not meraphorically a Lo w w8
containing all thoie Conditions, which are
neceflary to conttirureat fo, vz (r.) Ged,
confidered as the Legiflator.  (2.) Thar he
hath fufficicntly declared this Law to Man< -
kind, as his Subjects, who he intends fl:onid
' L obey
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obey it; and that by all thofe plain Eviden-
ces, and Demon{rations, as may be colle@-

“ed from our own Nature, and that of

Things; and alfo eftablithed it by all thefe
Rewards and Punithments here laid down

“and that are neceflary to that End, I fup-

pofe it plainly appears, That the Defcripti-
on we have here made of this Law, is true ;
and that then we are obliged to obferve it,
can as little be doubted of, if we do but re-
collet what hath been already faid upon this
Subjed, (wiz.) That if fo many Things in
Nature are ordained by God, to inform eve-
ry particular Perfon of found Underftanding,
that his own true Intereft and Happinefs,con-
vid. Dr. parkers  11{ts in his endeavouring the
Treatif: onchis  Common Good of Ratio-
Subject, . 25... nals, by pious, innocent, and
benevolent A&ions; It muft be a clear and

~ fatisfa@ory D:zmonftration to all Men, That

as this is the chief End God hath propofed to
us, foit is his latention to oblige all his Sub-
je@s to a& in purfuance of the fame : And
what could, he have done more. to engage
them thercunto, than to make them know
not only that it is his Will and Pleafure, by
thar excellent Method and Order he hath e-
ftabiithed in the World, but alfo that he ex-
pects they fhould yield a full Obedience to
ity as they hope to enjoy all the Comfortsé

: ‘ ana
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and avoid the greateft. Miferies of this Lifej
and alfo of that to come? And this he hath
fufficiently perfoermed, whilft be makes the
True Good and Happinefs of every particu:
lar Perfon, fo manifeftly depend upon their
fincere Endeavours to promote the good of
the reft of Mankind, and that with the fame
neceflary connexion, as other natural Effe@s

-do upon their Caufes: And therefore fince

we have fo clear demonftrations of our Duty;
and fuch powerful motives to perform it
we have all the Conditions requifite to ren-

der us truly Subje@ to this Law, and to put

us under a perfe& Obligation to obferve it 5

Becaufe the whole train of natural Efe&s

are ultimately refolved into God’s Will and. -
Providence, as the firft and cnly Caufes of
all Things, and of all the Qualities and Pres
perties that refult from thence:
Therefore if the ufefulnefs and ~ P *¥
neceffity of this Law, be fo evident from the
whole Contrivance of ‘Nature ; it was only
the Author of Nature that hath fo ordained.
it ; and then there will be no avoidirg this
Conclufion, (wiz.) That he intended that all
thofe rational Creatures that were able to
make Obfervations from his Works, fhould
ldy down the common Good of Mankindy
-as the Rule of all their moral A&ions; for
Raules can but dire@ us how to a@ towards

‘ - L¥» com-~
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compaffing an End propofed; and fo do
thefe natural Obfervations, by their ownin=

trinfick Foree and Vertue. And therefore

fach Rules proceeding from the Will of

God, the Supremec Legiflater, do, upon
" their difcovery to us, become natural Laws,

and we are confequently under all the Obli~
gations in Nature, to do our utmoft Endea-
vours to obferve them.

e

1

CHAP. V.

Demonftrating the Ufefulnefs of Under-

- flanding this fum of the Laws of
NaTureg, all Moral Vertnes and
Duties being therein contained.

§.1. Come now to the laft part of my in-

tended Defign, which is to prove,
 That in our due Obfervation .of this great
Laow of endeavouring the Common Good of -
_ Rational Beings ; all our Civil Dutics ; as
alfo all thofe Habits of the Mind, and outs
ward A&ions called Moral Vertues, are
therein contained, and are to be from thence
deduced. I have already, in the firft Cha-
pter, thewn, That all the Right and Pro-

priety
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priety which particular Perfons can have in
any thing they enjoy, is derived from God’s
Will, that Mankind fhould be preferved and
propagated, and all the particular Members
thereof, be rendred as happy as the frail Con-
dition of their Nature s capable of; fo
that no Man can have a Right {5 much as
to preferve hisow n Life, buta< heisa Mem-
ber of that Common Body of Mankind, and
that his Prefervation conduces to this ¢nd,
as the confervation of a part, contributes to
that of the whole ; which aggregate B.dy
of Mankind, being by God divided into
thofe greater, or integral parts, as Nationsy
or People, fpeaking diffzrent Languages, and
governed by different Cuftoms: And theie
Nations being often fubdivided into feveral
“ditin& Governmeats, or Commonweals,
coofifting of divers Families, as thefe Fami-
lies of particular Perfons, as the firft and
fmalleft,conftituent parts ; whence there fiill
neceffarily arifes a fubordination of the lcfler
of thefe, to the greater, (viz.) That the
good and happinefs of particular Perfons,
thould give place to that of the whoie Fae
mily ; and the I[nrereft of particular Fami-
lies to that of the Supreme Civil Pcwer ; fo
. (in'like manner) that is to be Regulated by
the good of the whole Nation, or People,
join’d together, and confederate by Com-

L3 - pacts
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pacts, for the good and prefervation of th®
whole politick Body: And laftly, That the
Rights and Iaterefls of all particular King-
doms, end Commonweals, ought flill to
give place, and be fubordinate to the good
and rrefervation of the reft of Mankind 3

. and frem this great Law alone it is evident |

how enjutir is for any Monarch, or Com-
monwerith, thovgh never fo powerful, to
miks urnec-(lary tars upon their Neigh-
‘bours, becaufe it cannot commonly be done,
without a vaft Effufiog of Blood, and a
wi-ked and unpatural Oppreflion, and en-
flaving of peaceable and innocent Nationsy
who by Nature, and the Lawsof their own.
Cwntry, were born free;.all which are
highly. deftrutive to the.good and happi-

pefsof the whole Body of Mankind.
" ¢. 2. Therefore upon the fame grounds, and
for the famne reafons that divers narural things
are geod for, and promote, the Happine(s of
particular Perfons and Familics, they are like=
wifc from the fame Principles beneficial to
whole Nations,orCommoaweals ; fuch asare
shofe moral A&icns, which the Law of Na-
. ture and Nattons do preferive; fome of which
refpecting the general good of mankind,
. Eriicks, or Moral Philofophy,do particularly .
geachu; athers regardiag the Happinefs only
of private Familics, aredire@ed by the Rulesf_
_ U of
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of Oeconomics, whilft others are taught by
the Rules of Politics, or the Art of Well-
governing Kingdoms, or Commonweals’;
which thew us by what meansa «hole King-
dom, or Nation may, (both Princeand Peo-
ple) be rendred happy, and fccured from in-
teftine Rebellions and Tumults, as well as
foreign Invafions ; whilft the fame general -
Law of Nature, regarding the good of the
whole Body of Rational Beings, ought to
be the main end and fcope ot all kinds of
Governments, asalfo of the Governours that
adminifter them : So that asall leffer Socie-
ties ought to have all their Rights and A&i-
ons limited by a refpect to the general good
of the Commonweal in which they are con-
tained ; fo likewife fhould all Kingdoms, or-
Commonweals themfelves, lill 3@ witha
like refpe to the good and prefervationof a
greater and nobler Body , (wiz.) that of
rational Agents; and ought to do, or com-
mand, nothing contrary to the Laws of Na-
ture, thatis, thofe nz2tural Rules by which-
the A&ions of Cocmmonweals, as well as
private Perfons, are to be directed towards
this great End ; fuch as are thofe Laws of
Nature, which prefcribe Divine Worihip,
and the not hurting, or making War upon
the Innocent ; Fidelity in Compa&s; Grati-
tude for Benefits received, and fuch like;
L4 and
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and likewife from the fame Principle, fuch
pofitive Laws of our Country (in Obedience
to which the fafety of the Commoaweal
¢onfifts) are not to be violated, for pro-
curing the prefent advantage of eny partcu- .
Jar Perfons, or Families.
§. 3. But fince I havealready proved, That .
the Neceflaries of Life, fuch as Health,
and Strength of Body and Mind, joined
with Peace, ‘Literty, or Freedom of A&ion,
as alio thofe Habits of the Mind, called Mo-
ral Vertues, are thofe natural and unalterable
* good Things, that conftitute the Happinefs
of all particular Perfons : It will likewife
follow, That if all thefe could, by a general
Inaccence, Fidelity, Gratitude, and Bene- °
vo'ence, be conferred upon all Men alikc,they
would be alfo general goods, as conftituting
the common Felicity of all Mankind : And
though, as [ have already proved, we ftill con«
~ tribute fomewhat towards this general Feli-
city, when we do good but to one fingle
Perfon ; yet can we not perform this great
_ End ot all our Actions knowingly, and as
we ought, without a due care and regard
to the Rights of all other Men; which can-
not bz fecured, without a diffufive Love
and Benevolence towards all Mankind. And
tieretore, in the firft place, it is neceflary,
That if we will do gocd to others, as we -
phat v 1 00 ¢ . " oughe
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cughit, we fhenld ftill have a refpe@ tothis -
End, by a due fubordination of all. Duties
to each other, according to the Rules al-
ready laid down: Nor can we, without ma-
king this Law of Nature the main rule and
guide of all our Moral A&ions, ever be able
to diftinguifh, not only Moral Evil, from
Good, buc alfo when two Duties are pro- -
pofed tous, and wnich cannnot both be pera
formed ar once, which of them ought rather
to be preferred and take place, whereof
there are varicus Inftancesin Ethicks. So
likewife a due confideration of this general

Law, will lead us irto the knowledge of the

Reafon, and Grounds of all the particular
Laws of N:ture, aswellas thofc of our own
Country; becaufe it is certain, that 2all the
wholefome Laws of Commonweals, and the
moral Di&ates and Inftru&ions of our Pa-
rents and Maflers, either do, or ought flill
to refpe this main End. So that it is a
great Error to fuppofe ( asfome have done) .
that Ethicks were intended to inftru@ us,
like Hermits in .a Defart, without any re-
fpect to others : Whereas Juflice, the chiefeft
of all the Moral Vertues, does wholly regard
the good of others ; and fince a great part
thereof confifts in Innocence,  or the forbear-
ing thofe A&ions we call Murther, Theft, In-
jury, and the like, there could be no reafon

’ to
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to prohibit them, were they not in their
own nature (antecedent to any Law) evil,
that is, deftrucive to the common good
and happinefs of Mankind."
4- I fhall now proceed to fhew you,
That all the particular Moral Vertues, are
contained under this one Law of endeavou-
‘ring this common good of rational Beings,
and are to be ceduced from it, as their only

true Ground and Original: For the proving

of which,I firt fuppofe, That all our volunta-

ry A&ions, as far as they can be governed -

by Reafon and Conlfi-leration, are either the
elicite A@s of the Underftanding, or elfe
of the Will and Aff.@ions; and therefore
it is firlt prefcribed by this general Law of

Nature, that we fhould exert the natural
- Faculties of our Intellects on all Perfons and
Things, about which they can be converfant ;
and by the due exercife of which, we may
arrive to that excellent Habit of Mind, cal-
led Pradence, and which, above all others,
conduces to thar great End of the common
good above-mentioned. 'S0 that the firft
ground of this Prudence, is a true know-
ledge of the Nature of Things, and efpeci-
ally Mankind: But its eflential parts, are
the practical knowledge of the chief Ends
of all our Moral A&ions, (viz.) ourDuty
or Scrvice to God, as the Head of rational

Beings,

/
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B:ings, and our endeavouring the com-
mor good, as commanded and enjoyned by
Him ; for Prudence corfifts in a firm Perfua-
fion and Affent to true practical Di&ates :
But the immediate, and moft general Ef-
fe@s of this Prudence, are, (1:) Cenftancy
of Mind, by which we firmly adhere, with--
out any wavering, to the Dictates of right

"Reafon, Piudence being only a rightappre-
- henfion, -and unchangeable refolution of the

pra@ical Jucgmeat, as alfoof the Will pur-

*{uanc thereunto, concerning the beft and

greateft End of all our Moral A&ions, (viz.)
the- common good : Which Conftzncy pro-
ceeds from-the immutable Certairity of the |
Truth, made known to'us-by fuch: pra&ical
Propofitions, and by which the Will is de-
termined to this great End, by the fitteft
means neceflary thereunto. This Conftan-
cy, when, in the profecution thereof, it is .

. attended with any great danger to our -
felves, is called Fortitude ; and whillt we

contentedly fuffer any Buvils, or Afflictions
for the fame, Patience. _
9. 5. The next eff@ of Pradence, is Teme

_ perance, or Moderation, which is the re-

ftraining our AffeGions, and limiting our
A&ions, within fuch bounds as are confo-
nant tothis End : But {ince Prudence doth
always dire¢t the Mind thercunto, as alfo

‘ to
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to fuch means as are neceffary to obtain it }
therefore as this Moderation cannot be fe-
parated from Sincerity, or a real defire and
endeavour to profecute this End, fo neither
from Diligence and Induftry te find out and
puriue the fittelt means leading thereuntos
But this Moderation being chiefly confpi-
cuous in reftraining thofe motions of our
fenfual Appetites and Aff:&ions, which
may any way difturb, or hinder us in our
profecution of thisEnd, is then called Tem.
perance, or a reftraining of our immoderate
Appetites towards Meat, and Drink, or elfe
of our carnal Lufts or Defires towards’
Women. The former of whichis a Crime,

when vur Eating and Drinking beyond what

N :uare requires, does both injure our Health,
and bring upon us Difeafes, or untimely
Deatn, or elfe fo cloud and difturb the Fa-
culties of the Mind, as to render them un-
fit to do that good and fervice they. owe
eirher ro God, Themfelves, their Families,
or theCommonwealth: So likewife as to car-
nal Luft, it is alfo unlawful, fo long as it
continues wandring and unfixed towards
one Obje@, and hinders God’s main Defign,
(wiz) the propagation of Mankind: Or elfe,
whilft it invades the Rights of others, in

violating either the Chaftity of their Wives, -

Daughters, &, befides the Injury it does

to
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" to Others, it often produces Quarrels Figh-

tings, and Marthers amongft Men sall which
Effe@s, are evidently deftrultive to the
Peace and Prefervation of Mankind ; notto

mention the horrid Sin of Sodomy, whofe

formal Evil- feems to confift in effufione [emi-

nis-in vafe non debito, and thereby bindring -

the propagation of Mankind. Since there-
fore thefe three great Vertues of Prudence,
Fortitude, and Temperance, which feem

{o particularly to concern a Man’s private

Converfation, have yet fo great an influence
upon the common good cf mankind 5 we
fhall now fee of how much greater force
they will be, when confidered more particu-
larly in relation to others: fince if we feri-
oufly confider them, we fhall find this Pru-
dence and Moderation, to extend themfelves
to all thofe voluntary A@ions commanded
by this La% of Nature; aud when fo con-

" fldered, may be comprehended under the

general name of the moft diffufed Love, and

efficacious Benevolence tewards our felves
- and others; by which T mean not cnlya

bare ufelefs withing: and defiring, but fuch a
powerful Love, or Charity, as exprefl-s it if

" 1n thofe Endeavours, by which all Things

good and beneficial to mankind, mzv be
procured for thofe who ftand in nced of
them; and whatfoever zre evil; or Liurtfcl,

' Cmay

!
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may be prevented, or removed. 8o that
this Vertue of Bencvolerce, or Cuarity, a8
far as it rettrzins and corre@s ail the volun
tary motions and a&ions in us, centrary to
_this common good, containsall thofe fubor-
dinate Vertues, of Janocence, Meeknefs,
Repentance, and Self-dewial ; which may
be thus made out.

§ 6.(1 ) Innocence,indeed,is but a negative
Vertue, and implies no more than our ab-
ftaining from wronging others ; yet cannot
the ground of this Vertue be truly under:
ftood, without a refpe@ to the commen
good of mankind, which it fo particularly
tends to promote.  (2.) Mecknefs, or Gen-
tlenefs, is but our patient bearing with
the Importunities and Impertinencies of o-
thers, out of love tewards them. and confi«
deration of the Frailty and Infirmities of
Humane Nature. (3.) Repentarfe, or Sor-

row, when we have done others any Injd= -

ry, with an‘ackrowledgement of the fame,
if there be occafien, exprefled by our Refti-
tution, making Amends, or begging Pardon
for what Wrongs foever we have denc them.
(4.) Self-denial, thatis, a Wili rather to fore-
. gofomewhat, that we may prerend to; than
hinder anothery who may deferve it bet-
ter than our fclves. And as tais Benevo-
lence implies a conflant and fetled purpofe

of
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of well-doing, fo it caufes us to judge chari- -
tably of other men’s Words and Actions,
which is true Candour, or Ingenuity : So
likewife when it moves us to promife, and al-
- fo to perform whatfoever we thereby owe
to others, it is Fidelity : And as this
Benevolence chiefly confiders thofe who by
the like good Aions, co-operate with us to-
wards this common good, fo it renders us
likewife grateful; Gratitude being nothing
elfe but an expreffion, or return of our kind
Refentment, or good- will towards thofe who
have been kind or beneficial to us, or thofe
we have a kindnefs for : though the fame -
general Benevolence, of intending to do
good to the whole Body of Mankind, may
yet more particularly regard thofe before
others, to whom we are more nearly related,
or have greater Obligations, or are more
likely, or able to contribute to the good of
the Commonweal, .

§. 7. But becaufe it is the main bufinefs
of this Benevolence, to take care that no.
.A&ion be done contrary to this great End ;
or when it happens to be done otherwife
than it ought, it is then its Duty prefently to
corre@ and amend it: Therefore Eguityisone
great part of this general Benevolence, which
denotes a Will always ready to correct fuch

Actions by the Rulesof Prudence, or Right
Rea- -
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"Reafon, which have been aircady determic
ned by any particilar Law; or Judgment,
otherwife than a due Confiderationt ol the

common good of Mankind may require; °
fince it often happens, That througl the
Ambiguity of the Laws, or through fome

Error, Weaknefs, or Incogitanc of the
Judges, or Law-makets themfelves, riot be-
ing able to forefee all the particalar Cafes

that may happen within thofe general Rules,

" they may often deviate from this great End
of the common good, though by them ne-
ver fo really intended: Therefore the fin-

" cere Endeavour thereof requires, That, as

oftenas we are employed as Judges, Medias

tors, or Arbitrators, after having weighed
all due Circumftafices of the Cafe, we thould,
upon a more perfe@t underflanding rhereof;

corred fuch Judgments as were erroneoufly,

or-unjuftly made or decreed at firft: So that
from this general Law of endeavouring the
. common good of Mankind, all Sentences
‘pronounced, ex @quo, & bono, derive their
- Authority as the only Fountain of natural
Juftice, as I fhall in the next place make

out, |
$.8. The Vertue called Fufice, (as defi-
ned by Civilians) is a confeant and perpetual
Will of yieldingevery Perfon their Own; and
what is meant by Zheir Qwny I havealready,
: i
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in'the Firft Chapter of this Difcourfe, fuffi-
ciently made out; (@iz.) That in the ftate
of Nature, and out of Civil Government,
or Commonweal, it is the yielding ard als
lowing fuch a diftlin@& and feperate Uf:, or
Propriety, in all Things neceflary for Life,
and in the Helps or Servicesof Perfons,which
any one, by Occupancy or Poffeffien, or
clfe by the Grant, or Ceffion of others, hath,
by reducing it into his Ufe and Pofieffion,
made his own, and which I have there pro-
ved to be commanded by this Law of Nas
ture, as being abfolutely neceflary for the
Prefervation of Mankind. (2.) Ina Civil
State, or Commonweal, is is the allowing
and maintaining fuch a Property in thofe
Things, arifing from a more full and abfc«
lute divifion of them (acccrding to the po-
fitive Laws of every Kingdom, or Commors
weal) as conduces to this great End : And
therefore we have laid down this Definition,
in the moft general Terms we could, that
the fame Rules may dire Men, as well
in that natural State, which may be fuppo«
fed to precede an abfolute Divifion of Things,
as in that Civil, or Politick Society, ‘thag
ordained fuch a Divifion. . ‘

. Under the former ftate, this Rule obliges
Men only to fuch a general Propriety,and Uie
of Things, and Humane Afliftances, as migh(;
' : beft -
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bel confi with our own,and others,natural
Neceflities ; and fince in this State many Ac-
cidents may be fuppofed to have happen-
ed, which might make it appear to all Par-
ties concerned, That it would be more for
their Common Benefit and Advantage, to
agree to a full and abfolute Diviion of
Lands, and all Things neceffary for Life,
fuch as were the Quarrels and Contentions
of divers Men, when it was pot plainly evi-
dent what proportion of .thefe Things were
requifite for every Man’s particular Occa-
fions: t3 which may be added the Care-
letspefs and Idienefs of many others, in ne-
giecting to contribute their due proportion
‘of Labour for the Tilling of the Graund,
wien lying in common, together with di-
vrs o her Inconveniences, needlefs here
to i reied. Inall which Cafes, the ge-
r.ooo! Law concerning the common good -
ot Niwrtird, and the means neceffary there-
usin, beinz confidered, and applied to the
vicie~t Cucumftances, by all the Perfons
conc-roed, might oblige them to make a
inore abfolute Divifion of all forts of Pro=-
rereve And the fame Law doth now
ithew e oblige us, and all others, fuccef-
fivcly to maintain this Divifion thus made,
as being nece(lary to the Quiet and Happi-
ncisof that Kingdom , or Commonwealth,
where-




f
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wherein we live, as the Happinefs of thefe
conduces to the good and prefervation of |
mankind, whereof they are a part; nor
- need T fpeak more concerning this diviz
fion, fince we find it already made, and fo
well and exa@ly done, that it is fullicient
to render all men as happy (unlefs they
will be wanting to themfelves) ss the frailty
of their own Natures, and of thefe Things
they make ufe of, will permit, or require ;
and therefore [ fhall only add, That where-
ever any thing remains ftill undivided,
and that a farther divifion thereof is ne«
ceflary , that fuch a diftribution of them
. be made, amang all thofe that have any .
“Intereft thereing as may beft conduce to

the Peace and Happinefs of the Conmon-

weal, and the. Good of all the particular

Perfans therein contained.

-§. 9. Property being thus fetled and e-
ftablith’d from this general Law of Na-
ture, there now accrues fomething to pars
ticular Perfons, concerning which they
may promife, grant, or covenant with o-
thers, and which muft be fuppofed before
any Promife,, or Contra@ ( which is one
of the firt grounds of Civil Juftice) can
be kept; for if any Gift, or Aflignment .
- of any Thing be valid, it is vpon the
fame fcore upon which Property was fir(t

2 ) con-
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cenllituted, (viz) in order to the Common
goed of Mankind s therefore it is evident,
That God, and all fubordinate Ordainers
of Property, always intended that Men
fhould be mindful of this great End, in
conferring, or receiving any Gifts, or Be-
nefits ; for whofoever receives fuch a Be-
nefit, he is fuppofed by his acceptance tacitly
- to agree, That this gift thould operate for
the good of the whole Community; that
is, as well of that Perfon who beftow-
ed it; as of himfelf that received it:
And fo likewife of all others who have a
Right to affign, or beftow any thing.
- Which tacite Confent, includes alfo that

of the Receiver’s making a grateful Re-
turn for the Benefit fo received, when any
Occafion fhall offer it felf: So that Grari-
tude is but a part of ugiverfal Juftice, that
being” crly” a fincere ‘Endeavour of per-
forming this great Law of the Common
‘Good of Mankind ; whence I fuppofe it is
as clearly evident, That Gratitsde is com-
manded by this Law, to be obferved and
practifed as a chief part of that primary Mo-
ral Vertue, Fufice. :

- §. 10. Moreover, from the due proportion
of thofe Things which by any pofitive
Law becomes ours, (and are thus limited
by a due.regard to the good of others)
' S - arifes
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arifes that part of Juftice called Modera.
tion, or Modefty, which fets bounds to «n-
ordinate Self-love, or too great-Care of
our own Concerns ; fince whillt we con-
fult our own good and happinefs, we ought
ftill to abflain from any invafion of the
particular Rights of others, and ought much
more to take care that we do no injury to

that Commonwealth of which we dre Mem= -

bers. This limited Self-love does chicfly
exere it felf in the Vertues of Mudefty
and Fragality 5 the former being only our

abftaining from pretending to thofe Things,
(fuch as Offices and Employments) which
perhaps we might obtain, if we would put
in for them, out of a true fenfe of the
fmalnefs of our own Merits, in comparifon
with others who better deferve them ; which
is but a fort of Juffice, in relpe&t of our
{elves and others.  And as for Frugality, it
is a prudent mansgement of what is our
own, fo that we may not live above thofe
means, or that Bltate we have, and there-
by become burthenfome, or injuricus to
others, which is a fort of gemerofity, or
greatnefs of mind. . v
§. 14. The fame great Law of Nature,
of endeavouring this Common gcod, dces
Iikewife dire and limit even the natural
Care and Affe@ion of Parents towards
M3 ~ their
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their Children, fo as may beft conduce
tm' 2 publick Happinefs of the Common-
Wl Whenee arxfes that ex:& Care of
Poileriey, ordained by Civil Laws concern-
10 &“u flion t> the Goods and Eftates
of Jecoafed Relstions. From all which it
enpearsy That all JL Branchesof diffribative
Suvice confuhng in Beneficence towards o-
thers; as, Obfervation of Pad&s, Gratitude,
Temperance Fruzality , Modefty, and Af-
feciion to our Pofterity, cannot be well nne
derftcod, or pra@ifed asthey ought, unlefs
~ there be firft fuppofed fuch a feparate di-
vifion of men’s Rights and Propertics , as
that what is our own, may be fome way
known and diftingui thed from anothers ;
a1d the fame general Law by which this
Divifion is made and preferved, does like=
wife oblige men to the exercife of all thofe
Vertues already mentioned, and of all others
which are contained under, or which may
bederived from them.

Lattly, How abfolutely nece(fary that
part of Juﬁxce which may be called Poli-
tical, and which coenfifts in an cqual retribu-
tion of Rewards and Pusithments, to thofe
who ina Cuwil State do act any thmrv that
is highly conducing, or elfe deftrudtive to the
‘good and bappincefs of the Commonweal,
: (rhat is, to the general good of mankmd)
' v neceds.
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‘needs no farther proof, fince it is evident,
“that without this Juftice, not only all poii-

tive Laws, but alfo even thofe of N.iure,
would be either quite neglected, or at leaft
highly violated. |

¢. r2. I fhall now proceed to thew how
all the relt of the Moral Pertues, may eas
fily be deduced from thefe two general
ones, ( viz.) Jufticeand Charity, or general
Benevolence towards Maskind.  If therefore
(as1 have already proved) the Rights of all

“particular men are only conftitutcd for the

Common good of mankind, it will alfv fel- -
Iow, That all men are cbliged in making
ufe of thofe Rights, to obferve theie
great Rules in order to this main End :

- (1.) Toallow,orgrantto ctiiers fuch a {hare -

of thefe Neceffaries of Life, asis requifire for

‘their real Subfiftence. (2) Yetftilwitha
" Right of refervingto themfelves {fuch a fhire

of thofe Things, asthatthey oy always be -
lefe in a capacity to provide for themliclves

and Families ; but fo as it may ftill confift
with the good and hayninels of cthers, ‘
The former Rale commands us to confider
others, in orcer tothis Commoga good ; and
preferibes Charity and Litorality, witheell the
homiletical Vertues. - The latter preferibes
Temperancey and Frugality, ia tho’e thirgs
wich are fo referved and lcff to us, thatwe
M4 \ may
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may thcreby be ftill rendred more fubfervient
to this Common good. So thatin each of
thefe Rules, the whole Body of Mankind (of
which we are but afmall part) ftill prefents
it felf to our Confideration ; and each par-
ticular Vertue does always refpe@ this pub-

lick,beforé any private good.  From whence -

we may allo underftand for what Reafon this
great End ought to be always prefent to our
minds, even whillt we are acting according
to the ftricteft Rules of Vertue; for though
.we immediately endeavour, or profecute
fome part of this End, yet cannot we know
whether the pra&tice of fuch a Vertue be
confonant to the reft; unlefs by Comparing
it with this general Law of the Common
goed of Mankind.  So that in vertuous
Actions, the care of this End ought never to
be omitted, or neglected by us ; for as by
- thisit is till preferibed, That each particu-
. lar man fhould contain Limfelf within the
bounds of his own Rights, and that he do

pot invade thofe of others: Solikewife thefe
limired Rights cannot well be confidered, ar -

uncerftood, without a due refpect to this
Common good, fr which End alone the
Properties of particular men were at firft fet
out, and appointed. Therefore all Common-
weals ought to regard. this more gcneral Di-
vifion of Property, or Dominion, whercby

fome

[P
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fome things become facred to God, and like-
wife divers Rightsand Territories are left to
be enjoyed by other Nations, or Common-
weals ; and all fuch Politick Bodies muft
, fRill acknowledge fome boynds of theirown
‘Propriety, or Dominion. I

§. 13. The_true ground and meafure of
the moft general Moral Vertues being thus
laid down, and explained, it is cafie to de-
fine and deduce all the other more particular
{ubordinate Vertues, becaufe their very Ef-
fence confifts in a readinefs of the Will to
yield Obedience to all the Laws of Nature,
as fubordinate to this general one, of endea-
vouring the Common good. Let us therc-
fore confider and apply the two Rules laid
-down in the laft Se@ion, and which we have’
already derived from thisDi@ate of Reafon,of
ordaining Property in order to thi<End : And

" we fhall fee that though the former of thefe
Rules prefcribss to us to communicate our

Goods to others for this purpofe; yet fo as that

we may alfo referve to our felves fuch a thare
asisfufficient for our ownHappinefs anaWell-
being : And it is plain that this muft be fo pre-
fcribed,becaufe it is (till neceffary for thisCcm-
“mon good; for unlefs every man’s own Happi-
nefs be confidered in the firft place,it woullbe
altogether in vain to perfuade men to endea-
vour that of others :So that tho Liberalityis to
’ ‘ be
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be reduced to this head, as being a kind of
Juftice, that confifls in the well-bcftowing
our Goods on others gratis ; yet its true
meafure is to be taken from this great Law
above-mentioned ; for cvery part of Juftice
is to be tried by fornec Law; and in. every
Law to which any Perfon can be obliged,
there are to be confidered 2s well the natural,
as pofitive Laws of God, as alfo the particu-
" lar Laws of Nations, or Commonweals, be-
fore any A&ion can be detcrmined to be juft
or vertuous: And this Liberalityis known
by divers Names, according to the variety
of Obje@s which may require it , and-on
which we ought to exercifeit. Thus if it
. exert it Telf on things that do fignally ferve
for publick Benefit, itis called Generofity, or
a publick Spirit ; to which is oppofed on
one fide, the vain Profufion of the Ambiti-
ous; and onthe other fide, the bafe Pewu-
ricufnefs of the mean-fpirited: Towards the
Poor and Miferable it is termed Charity
and Gosdnefs of Nature; towards Strangers
well received and entertained in our Houfes,
Hofpirality. Whilft in all thefc thetrue mea=
fure of Liberality is flill to be confidered, as
it conduces to thofe various parts of it, that -
conftitute this Common Good of Mankind ;
that is, the procuring and waintaining mutu-
al Amity, Affiftance, Fidelity, snd Commerce

be-
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betieen divers Commonweals; or'elle to
the well-being of all lefler Societies and Fa-
milies ; or, laftly, to the Concord and Hap-

‘pinefsof the particalar Members of the fame

Community ; the Good of the leffer being
ftill made fubordinate to that of the grea-
ter Body, according to the Rules before laid
down. I have been the more particular in
determining the true Standard of this firft
and moft general Vertue,viz. Juflice, becaufe
all the reft of - the homiletical Vertues depen-

.ding upon it, and being to be explained ac-

cording to the fame mea‘ure, there will be
no need particularly o repeac it.
§: 14. But we fhall now pafs to the homi-

Jetical Vertues themfelves; that is, thofe

which particularly regard Humane Conver-
fatjon 3 which fort of Vertue I thus define :
(viz) A Fuflice expreffed towards others by

the ufe of vblmtary Signs, conducing to

the Common Good of Mankind: And
though by Poluntary Sigus I chiefly mean
Speech,yet I here alfo take inall thofe motions

of the Countenarce, and outward Geflures
of the Body, which ufually fignify the vo-

luntary Declarations of the Mind, finceinall
thefe, Affability and Gravity cught to be
ftill confpicuous ; whilft-in Difcourfe, mode-
rate Silence and Veracity ferve to keep us

within the true bcunds of Converfation

. . Nor
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Nor canlbetter explain the grounds of af
fability and Gravity, than by putting yol
in mind of what we have already proved,
That in' all A&s of Juftice towards others,
true Prudence, and the largeft Benevolence
are required. Thus when all the due Signs
‘of Prudence, or Difcretion, are exprefs’d in
" a Man’ Behaviour and Converfation , it is
then called Gravity ; but when in thofe A-
ions there appears alfo all tokens of Good-
-will, or Benevolence, it is called Afability,
from whence the oppofite Vices are better
underftood ; that is, on the one fide, too
great Severity and Morofenefs of Manners 3
and on the other, all Levity, and Vanity in
Converfation, are repugnant to true Gra-
vity: And fo likewife to Affability on the
one fide, Flattery, and on the other, Mo-
_rofity, are dire@ly oppofite.
§.15.But becaufe Speech isthe true Interpre-
ter of the Mind,and only proper to Mankind,
therefore this great Law of Nature prefcribes
a Mean in exprefling this natural Juftice and
“Benevolence in our Difcourfe, and which is
moft confpicuous in divers Vertues relating
. to Converfation; for, in the firlt place, we
are enjoyned Silence, whenever that Reve-
rence we owe to God, or our Superiours,
require if, or that the Sccrets of the Com-
monweal, cur Friends, Families, or thofe re-

* lating

]
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. lating to our own private Concerns, fhould
- pot be difcovered 5 which yet is only a Ver-

tue, asit is fubfervient to the Common Goody
to whicH is oppofed on the one fide, all un-

- neceflary refervednefs, or fparingnefs of -
- Speech ; which is not only an Enemy to all
-pleafant Converfation, but alfo extreamly

prejudicial to all Knowledge, the chief
Benefits of Humane Society. But fince.all
thefe ways of exprefling our Minds by
‘Words, do either regard things paft, or pre-
fent ; This Law of the Common Good, pre-
fcribes to us fo to fpeak concerning things paft

- or prefent, as we really know,or believe them

to be, which is Peracity 5 or elfe if it only
refpect future things to be performed by us,
it prefcribes, That we only promife fuch
things to others, which may tend to, or at
leaft confift with the Common Good, whe-
ther our Promifes are made without any
Condition, or elfe with fuch Couditions as
the nature of this great end may require:
And as from thefe Promifes, which are but |

~ Agreements, or Contra@s, between feveral

Perfons, fprings moft of that Trade, or Com=
merce , which is ufed amonglt Men; and
this Vertue which maintaios and fulfills thefe
Promifes, or Agreements, is known by the
Name of Faith, or Fidelity, fojultly eftcem- -

‘ed -amongft all Nations; yet ftill it pro- -

cecds
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ceeds from the fame Intention, and is dire&ted
to the fame Ends that made Men defirous to

enter into Compacts, and then to obferve

them when they were made; it being neither
lawful to make, or keep any, but fuch as

may well be performed without the leaft |

violation of thisgreat Law of endeavouring
the Common Good: So that Juftice, which
properly confifts in the Obfcrvation of fome
Law, itis fo far from being refolved (asfome
would have it ) into the bare Obfervation of
Compad®s, thaton the contrary it cannot be
well underftood, whether any Promife does
oblige, until we are firlt fatisfied, that fuch
a Bargain, or Compact, does confift either
with the exprefs Command, or at leaft Per-
miffion of this great Law of Nature.

9. 16.- Laftly, as for thofe Vertues which .

more immediatcly depend upon our Bene-
volence towards others, fince thefe cannot be
expreflcd in our Difcourte, unlefs fomething

. pleafant be mingled withit, for their fakes

‘with whem we converfe; This when perfor-
med as it ought, is called Civility, or good
Breeding. Bur this Vertue is fkill to be cir-
cumfcribed by the fame bounds as the reft;
for by this Law it is provided, That nothing
be ever fpoke, fomuchas in jeft, which may
intrench upon that Veocration we owe to

God, or that may diminifh the Happinefs, or -

| gocd
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good Name,of any honeftand innocent Per-
fon 5 and this Rule will be beft obferved , if
neither the Laws of Nature, nor the revea-
led Will of God, nor thofe of ourown Com-
monweal, nor the private Concerns of Fa-
milies, nor yet of particular Perfons, be ren-
dred ridiculous by our foolifh and unfeafo-
nable Raillery. And as thofe who offend 2-
gainft thefe Rules, are guilty of Scur-
rility and Prophanenefs ; fo, on the other
fide, fuch as do abfolutely avoid .all innocent
Mirth and Pleafantnefs 1n Converfation, do
fall into the other extream of Crabbednefs
and Morofity. . , :
9. 17. This may fuffice concerning the
firlt fpecial Rule laid down, abour our -
grantiog to others fucha fhare of the Com-
~ fortable Conveniencies of Life, as their
Neceflities require, which is derived from
the general Vertue of Juftice, to which all -
thofe Vertues we have now fpoken of, are

to be referred ; As is likewife the fecond Rule -

( derived from this Juftice ) viz. of referving
fuch a fhare of thofe things, as that we may
be in a Condition to provide for our felves
and Families ; yet fo as may ftill confift with
the Good and Happinefs of others. This
" Rule alfo conftitutesand preferves the Rights
of particular Perfons, in order to the pro-
moting the Common good of Mankind ; acd

therz-
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therefore we have only fo far a Right to all
the Neceflaries of Life, and are likewifc obe
liged fo 10 make ufe of them, as may beft
conduce to this End, (or at leaft not to do
any thing to prejudice it ) fo that even Self-
" Jove oaght to give placeto this Law, and
contain it felf withinthofe due tounds,which
the former general Rule, of yielding to o-
thers their juft Rights, does prefcribe ; tho”
a limited Self-love is always lawful, as being
commanded- by the Law of Nature, in or«
der to this great End. And I have already
fhewn, That there is a neceffity of a Right
and Propriety to particular Perfons in divers
things, asneceflary for their own Happinefs
and Prefervation, yet fubordinate to that of -
the Common Good, which confifts in that
of allits particular Members : Therefore the
~ endeavour of this being once enjoyned, the
- care of the former mult neceflarily follow,
becaufe the Happinefs and Good of others,can-
not be procured by us, it weabfolutely neg-
1c& our own. But as the Body and Soul
‘are the two eflentia] Parts of our Nature, fo a.
due Care of both is ftill fuppofed to be pre-
fcribed by all due means, in order to this
End. S
¢. 18. But it is not to my purpofe tolay
down any Rules concerning the Culture of
the Mind, That being the Bufinefs of Etbicks,
or
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or Moral Philofophy, which itis not my In:

. tention here particularly to treat of ; only

I thall add fomething {urther concerning
Temperance, and the fubordinate Vertues
therein ¢ontained, that I thought to fpeak
of, when I laft mentioned that Vertue. f
fhall therefore thus define Zemperance, -to
be a Juftice towards our felvesy” in the dué
Care of our Bodies, and Fortunes, for our
own Prefervation, in order to the Cemmon
Good : For though this Vertue preferibes
divers mora! Rules of Hezlth, concerning
Sleep, Diet, Centinence, &c. yer they dif-
fer much from the naturzl Rules of Phyfi-
cians concerning the fame things, who
think they have fefficiently done their part,
in giving their Rules, or Advice, concerning
the Health of their Patients; whereas the
fame Rules, morally confidered, and confii-
tuting this Temperance as a Vertue, are di-
reGed toa far nobler End, (viz) the pre-
fervation of Health, both of Body and Soul,
in order to the Commen Good; for furely
no DBody canlook ¢n a Man to be endeed
with this Veriue,who thonldnever fo carcful-
ly obferve all the Dire&Gicns of his Phyfician,
only for the prefervationof his own Health,
witheut any confideraiion of the Laws of

Nature, relating to thisgreat Eod

/7
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judice to his H:alth, do fo much indulge his
Genius, as to keep a Table above his Eftate,
and thereby become unable to provide for kis
Family,or to contribute to the publickcharges
of the Common-Weal, he is Lighly guil-
ty of Imtemperarce, though perhaps he may
do it without any prejudice to his Healch,

§. 19. And as for that other fort of Tem-
perance, called Chaftity, or Continence, |
need not farther to declare how much the
Common Good and Happinefs of Mankind
depend upon it, having already thewn di-
vers of thofe Evils, and Inconveniencies,
which do neceffarily follow the contrary Vi-
ces : I fhall onely add, That it is fuffiziert
that the commiffion of this Offence of Ir-
continence makes a Man guilty of another’s
. Sin, as well as his own : Therefore I define
Chaftity to be the abflaining frem all In-
_ordinate, or forlidden Lufls, in order to the
Common Good, or for the propazati n of
Mankind ; and therefore is not only confi-
ned to the bare forbidding of Formication,
butalfo extendsit felf to that moral Obliga-
tion, or Contra@®, which we call #larriage;
So that out of a confideration of this great
‘Bnd, thofe promifcuous Coptlations betw een
Brothers and Sifters, and divers other -nesr
Relations, which upon the firft Peopling of
the World were lawful, becaufe then n;cef

ary




Ch.4. of the Law of Naiture; '1}9

fary for the propagation of Mankind, are
now, for the fame Reafon, become un-
lawful ; fince withcut an abhorrence ‘of this
Copulation between Brothers and Sifters, it
were hard, if not impoffible, that the Cha-
Jtity of fuch young Perfons, conve:fing o
conftantly and intimately together from
their youth, fhould be otherwife preferved,
- without an. early prepofleflion of the hor-
rour of fuch promifcuous Copulations, And
hence alfo 1 fuppofe, That Natural Reafon
~ taught moft Nations, afrer Mankind began
to be multiplied upon the Earth'; and the
memory of the firft original Relation they
had to each other, was forgatten, to prohibit
Marriage betweca near Relations, that by
this means new Friendthips, and firicter
- Bonds of Amity, fhould be contra&ed be-
tween Families and Perfons not nearly rela-
ted in Blood; from whence a larger diffu-
fion of Friendthip and Kindnefs, procceding
from this Relation, might be fpread among(t
Perfons not only of the fame Conimon-Wez!,
‘but alfo of divers Nations; and that thofe
Fa&ions and Enmi:ics, which would cften
happen betwesn particular Iien aud Fae
milies, were they only to masry into rheir
own Clan or Trike, may be prevented ;
or if begun, may, by frefh Alliances, be res
conciled and taken away.  So thatit is evie-
N2 O’ﬁﬂf’ :
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dent, That the Reaf:n of this Vertue of
Chaftity , or Continence, can no way be
truly explained,or undertoed,without a true
knowledge of the great End for which it
was ordaired, viz. the Common Peace, Hap-
pinefs, and Pre ervation of Mankind. .

0 20. I fhall onely add fomewhat more
concernirg that other fort of Temperance,
relating to our f:ckirg after, and acquiring
thofe outward Gocds ofien conducing,
though not bfozutev neccfliry, to our
VVcln-me"' ('u,~) Rickes and Hor'our
and therefore the {2 geacral Law whic
limits cur Love towards cur {}- ‘€S, in ordcr
to ths Common Goo!' sorgheall, from the
fame Cokz.z\‘..mw, to limit **d t.golte
our Defires, both in auynm*v end keeping
thefe Arthz 105 3 and h't,;‘(rf' they, are
to be foup ¢ for tond o ....r’, tian as
they may Tendor us rr'r crpatlect promon

ing the yecat End abovensenticned, #nd ro
v hich ey cug) t"l" avs o e fuborinate.
The fermer of theie Virtocs c:. i"g 10
Riches, 15 ealld 2Afiderasion, vihichis a lie
n\;.xf.d are i cegairing and kovoing Riches

of which [ need fy: L2h o f‘llhf’k’, having
, fumpxert‘v flicwn tiie Meafure ard Be afon -

of it, whion 1 defin<d Liberality and Fraga-
lityy with tlcir oppofite Vices: The othet
forvof Temperance weluting to'Horours, is

| | called

Kd
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call:d Modeffy, and may be defined a Fu-
Rice towards our felves, in a reafonitle De:
fire of Honoursy in order to.the Commin
Good ; and thereforeit corfiflsin a due Me-
diocrity, as well in defirirg Honcurs, as a-
voiding Infamy ;and this Vertue, as itcurbs
the Defire from fecking higlicr Things than
the Perfon really deferves, or may well pre-
tend to, in crderto this great End, is called
Humility 3 which isa low or true effcem of
a Mar’s [elf or perfonal Merits. Bat as this
Defire of the Common Good, oftenelevates .
the Mind to the performing of great and
~ noble Aéions, whereby he may acquire the
higheft Honours, itis then called Mignani=
mity; and therefore the Magnanimous is
- ftill fuppofed to be endusd with perfe@ Ver-
tue, anda molt large Defire of the Common
'Good of Mankind, asbelieving he hath rea- .
fon to judge himfelf worthy of any Honour
that he canjullly pretend to: And Ifuppofe
every Man is fenfible, That it isa part of the
fame Vertue, not only to feck for true Ho-
nour, but allo to take carc to preferve it
when it is obtaincd : And from the Confide-
raticn of thefe Vertucs, the contrary Vi-
ces are more eafily undertood ; for Prideis
dire@ly oppofite both to Magnanimity, and
Humility,(hewing it felfina prepef erous Am-
bition,foolith Arrogance,or vaia-glory; and fo

' N3 ’ like-

~
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likewile Pufilanimity, ot meannefs of Spi-
rit, is directly contrary to Magnanimi-
ty. , .
. §. 21. Thus we have run through al-
moft all the particurar Vertues, and do

" ftill find in each of them a conftant Re-

fpe@, or Tendency, to the Common Good
of Mankind : So that whether they regard
our felves or others, the fame great End-
is {iill intended by God, the moft Wife
Legiflator: -And this Law being thus e-
ftablithed ; there is therein contained the
Jargeft and moft diffufive Society between
divers Nations, or Cummon-Weals, and the
trueft Love or Benevolence between all
the Members of the fame Common-Weal,
as alfo between particular Families: So that
there may be hence demonfirated and de-
termined the certain Rules and Meafures
of true Piety towards God, asdiftinguifhd
from Impicty and Superftition; and alfo
of all other Vertues towards Men, which
muft be firft truly known, and applied to
their right Objeéts, that the Names of thefe
Vertues, when faifly impofed on A&ions
contrary to the Laws of God and Nature,
may not deceive ys: For it is hence evi-
dent, That all the parts of univerfal Ju-
ftice and Benevolence, (viz.) all the parti-
cular Vertues contained under them, are
L. . .o only
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only commanded in order to this Common
" Good ; becapfe itis manifelt by Fxperence,
That fuch J it and B.a"volent A& o<, are
always endued with a n:tural Power of .
procurirg snd promozing the Com:ion
Peace ana H.ppinefs of divers Nations and
Common- Weals,as alfo of lefler Societies and
particular Pcrfons ; of all which, confidered .
in their due order and fubordiration tv esch,
‘other, this Ccmmon Good of M:nkind is
made up, and confits. , o

9. 22. And, farcher, it may be hence clear-
ly fhewn what is that Right Reafn, by
which every prudent Man oughr to pre-
fcribe to ‘himfelf a juft Mediocrity in sl
his moral A&ions; for it only confifts
in pra&ical Propofitions, propofing or
declaring unto us this great End; and
alfo fthewing us all the means in our
Power whereby we may attain it ; which
are thofe thar, (1.) Prefcribe the Rules
of Piety, and Divine Worlhip, both
private and publick. (2.) Thofe that
concern the Society and Commerce of di-
vers Nations and Common- Weals. (3.) All
pofitive Laws, whether Civil or Domeftick,
tending to the Good of the Civil Society
wherein. we live. (4.) True and rational
Conclufions , drawn from Knowledge , or
Experience, either of our felves, or others,
R N 4 con:
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concerning the natural Efficacy of Things
and Acticns, all which are at ‘Lt refol-

ved iato the natural Power of fuch Hu-
mane AQins, as may either benefit, or

hurt Markind, confidered apart, or in an

aggregate Bod), as in a Family, or Nati-
ox ; fince Expericnce’ doth not with lefs
cermmy teach us, what kind of Actions are
bencficis!, or hurtful to Mankind , than it
fhews what fort of Dict will either nouridh,
or deftroy us: Nor is it more difficult to
underfiand. the Truth of this Propofition,

Toat a right, or equal Diftribution of

ail Things neCcuary for Life, is requifite to
the Common Good and Happiaefs of Man-
kind; tha"l it is to know in Phyfick, -That
it is nece{fary for the Life and Health of an
Animal, thar a due proportion of Nourith.
ment be equally diftribuzed to all its Parts,
or Members; both which Truths, are groun-
ded on the fame natura! Principles, (viz.)
That the famz Things which preferve the
whole,dolikewife preierve all its parts; and
vize fver/a, the faime 'lhzngs which preferve
all the Parts, or Mcm uers , do alfo ferve

to the Confervarion of the whele; whlch
being evident from truz Principles, is a
Science tauzht by Experience, drawn from
&hc Lyn.;,c of Tmngu.
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~§.23. And thus from the immutable Effi-
cacy of Corporeal Caufes of this fort, for
‘the produ@ion of their Effects on all Hu-
mane Bodies, depends all the Certainty and
Knowledge of Natural Philofophy and Phy-
fick : So likewife from their immutable In-.
fluence, or Powers on Humane A&ions, for
the Confervation of Particular Perfons, Fa- -
milics, and Common-Weals,prcceeds all the
Certainty of thofe practical Propofitions, cal-
led Nataral Laws, which conftitute Moral
Philofophy fhewing and determining the Na-
ture of all Vertues and Vices : Nor is that va- .
riety of A&ions, which may be prefcribed to
Perfonsin diftin&Families,orCommonweals,
and under various Circumftznces of Life ,
‘more repugnant to the conftant Care of pre-
ferving all the Parts, or Members , which
contritute to this great End, than the di- -
verfity of Diet, and ways of living, peculiae
to the divers Climates, Ages, or Conftiturions *
of Men’s Bodies, are to the conftant Care
that all Men ought to have of preferving their .
own Lives and Healths, according to vhe fe-
veral Ncceffities of their Nuatures s For in
thefe we cannot, by doing whatcver we will,
promote this End ; but Nature hath puc.
fome limits thereunto, although our weak
Underftandings cannot attain 1o a pice, or
Matiematical exaclnels in efligoirg them, as
- v we

~
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we may live long and healthfully enough,
‘without weighing our Meat and Driok, like
Lefius 3 fo we may likewife procure the
Common Good, as far as lies in our Power, .
although we do not always perform that
which is abfolutely or fimply beft in al! Cafes;
itisas much as God the Legiflitor requires,
if we truly endeavour it, and contribute as
far as we.are able unto this great End.

0. 24. In the laft place, I thall here repeat
what I have before laid down, That this
Common Good of Rationals, asit isa Col-
le@ion of all natural Goods (and the grea-
teft of all others (foit is the true Standard
of all other Goods, either natural, or moral :
Infomuch that by our comparing them with
this, we may truly determine whether they -
are greater, or lefs than each other; and fo
whether they are principally to be defired and

*fought after, or to be poftponed to other
reater Goods. Likewife the fame meafure
whence the proportion of thefe Goods is ta-
ken, gives us a true eftimate of all the con.
trary Evils, and fo fhews us what is more
or lefs to beavoided or repented of. - '
~ §. 25. We may alio hence learn what

degrees of Paffions or Affe@ions are lawe -

ful ; for it is certain, That only fuch a pro-
portion of Affections are required, as are
congruous to our Rational Nature, and
C - exactly
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exaitly anfwering the true Eftimate of

thofe good or evil Things by which they '
are excited ; but fince the Government of

our Appetites and Paffions is a thing of
fo great moment, as that on which all

. out Vertue and Happinefs (as far as it is

in our Power) depends; which Govern-
ment proceeds from our knowledge of a
true méafure of all Goods, and Evilsyaccord--
ing to which they are to be 'judged;
therefore I fhall be the larger in explain-
ing what I have a little before laid down,
(wiz.) That the Common Good ought to
be the Standard of all our Affe@ions and
Paffions, as being fo ordained by God ,
and determined by the Nature of Things ;
which is evident, in that we have demon-"
ftrated this Common Good to be that
great End, to whofe profecution all Men
are naturally obliged by the Will of God
as a Legiflator, who muft have given us,
the krowledge of any thing as Good, or
Evil, to little purpofe, unlefs he had alfo
given us a Rule by which we might judge
of the feveral meafures or degrees of this .
Goodnefs: So that this Common Good
being once eftablithed as a certain Meafure
or Standard for this End, the Good of
each particular Perfon will bear fuch a pro-
portion to that of the whole'Boi’%y of
o b atio-
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Rationals, as the fourdnefs of any one
Member does to the Health of the whole
Body. So from the kaowledge of this Or-
- der of divers fubordinate Gocds, and the
.proportion which any one of thrm bears
to the Common or Greatcft Good, may
cafily be deduced how much the Well-
being or Happinefs of eviry fingle Per-
fon may contribute to that of the whole
Familv; the Felicity of a Family to that
of a Common-Wealth; that of aCommon-
weal , to the Happunefs of all Nations;
and of all th:fe confidered togerher, what
proportion they may bear to the Common
Felicity of Mankind. So that hence you
may be eafi'y fatisfied how much the
knowledge of this one Truth , conduces
to our rigut profccution of this great End,
and, indeed, Sum of all the Laws of Na-

ture, ‘ .
§. 26. Lallly, (which yet ought rather
to have been put in the firft place of all )
let us confider the chief and principal of
all the Moral Vertues, Love, or Piety to-
wards God, exprefled in all the A&s of
Divice Worthip, as Prayer, Praife, Thankf-
giving, &c. This muft needs be a Ver-
tue, fince it does that which is highly grate-
ful and pleafing to God the Head of ail Ra-
tiozal Beings, and fpeaking after the man-
' ner
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ner of us Men, performirg fomewhat Good,

and agrecable to his Divine Nature ; and
whichalfo in refpe of cur felves, makes us
moft happy, not only by rendring the Dei-
ty propitious to us, but alfo by a nearer fpi-
ritual approach and converfation with ir, in
thofe holy Ex~rcifes, it puts us in the happic{t
ftate we can be capable of in this morral
Life, andfo makes us more able to perform
the great End of our Creationéviz.) Our
contributing to the Common

tional Beings.

0. 27. I have been the larger in loving
down and explaining this Law, as a Mea-
fure or Standard of all good Ations, to
the end that we thould efteem all Geod, or
. Evil, not as it more or lefs prefits or hurts
our own pzrticular Perfons alone, but as it
may more or lefs add to, or detradt from
this Common Good : So that in comparing
of all Goods togcther, whether Natural or
Moral, we ought flill to look uvpon that
as the greateft Good which confers moft ;
and that to be the Jeaft, which contributes

~ leait to this great End, which is therefore

to be defired, or profecuted by us with pro-
portionable Al &icns and Eaceavours: From
whence allo n-y_b. drawn a grneral and
poswerful Rewe 'y apanf all thofs inorcis

nate Peflices procoeding frem exceflive Seli-

Love,

ood of Ra- '
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Love, by which Men are moft commonly
drawn to hurt or injure others. For a Man
who thus governs Limfelf, will not extra-
vagantly defire any of thefe outward Things,
nor fuffer his Soul to be difturbed by the con-
{cioufnefs of any Crime, who judges nothing
truly Good, but what really conduces to the
common Good of Rationals.

§-28. ThusI hope I have demonfirated
-the true Reafons and Grounds of Moral
Good and Evil, orof Vertueand Vice ; and
have endeavoured to render Moral Philo-
fophy ( or the true knowledge of the Laws
of Nature,) a pra&ical Science, and not
merely fpeculative, or Notional, like that
of the Sroicks; who whilft they allowed
nothing to be really geod, but Vertue ;
or Evil, except Vice; and kept fuch a po-
ther to extol the real Good of "the for-
mer, and declaim againft the certain Evil
of thelatter; yet by not giving us the true
Reafons, or Grounds, why Vertue {hiculd be
embraced, and Vice avoided, they rendred
their Philofophy merely fpeculative, and
only fit for thofe idle Porches in which they
declaimed, fcarce having any fartier influ-
ence upon the Actions of Life, when eis
ther their own Affetions, or any power-
ful outward Temptation, did at aay time
prompt them to a& contrary thcreunlgo:

. or
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For Vertue is only to be efteemed as the
higheft or moft perfe@ Gocd ; not becaufe it
is a well-foundingWord.or that fills ourMinds
with fome vain emptyNotioens;but becaufe it
determines our Actions to'th=ir urmotft irflu-
ence upon the Common Good of Rational
Beings, which isthe orly true Piety, ascon-
fitting in the Performance of the Comiands
and Willof God, by the imitaticn of his Di-
vine Goodnefs and Ben« ficence.

$.29. Sothat T th il conclude this Chap-
ter with Dr. Parter’s excellent Confidera-
tion on this Subj ¢ ; and which being bet-
ter than’ any thing that I can now think
of, I fhall give it you almoft  pemonttration of
in his own Words, with but the Law, &, pag.
a very little alteration. So 23
that it is now demonftratively certain (fays
he ) by inducion of Rarticulars (according
to the method we have now taken ) that
every Vertue hath fome natural Efficacy to
promote the Common Good of Rationals;
and is no otherwife a Vertue, thanasit con-
tributes to this great End ; and that each
Man’s true private Intereft and Harpine(s .
is therein contained , and infeparably con- .
ne@ed with it, by the recefliry order
of Nature, i e. by the Conuivance and
Wifdom of Divine Providence : So that no-
thirg can be more evident, ihan thac its Au-

) - ,  thor
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“thor commands all his Rational Creatures,

that are _capable of any knowledge of his
Will, and fence of their Duty, to a& fui-
tably to that Order of Things whch he hath
¢ftablithedin the World, and to that Decla-,
ration of his Will, which he hath made by
that Eftablitfhment, in order to the bringing
about this great end of the Common Good
of Rational Beings.

CHAP,
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CHAP V.

Containing an Anfwer to fuch Objé&ions as may
be made againft the Law of Nature, thus ex-
plained and reduc’d into this Propofition, Of
Endeavouring the Common Good of Rati-
onal Beings ; with a Conclufion, proving this
to be the fum of all Laws, whetber Naturalor
Rewvealed. -

§. 1. QInce there are two forts of men, who
. according to their feveral Principles,
and Inclinations, may make different Obje-
Gions againft this our Method of proving:
and deducing the Law of Nature, and ccn-
tracing it into this {ingle eafie Propofition, of
our endeavouring the common good of Ra-
tional Beings 5 1 {hall therefore divide them
into Platonifts, or Epicareans. Thofe who
_ put the whole ftrefs of their belief of the Laws
of Natureupon innate Ideas or Principles of
Moral Good and Evil impreft by God upon
men’s Souls ; and who,l doubt not, may have
~ a true zeal (though without knowledge) for
. this Common Gecod; which is more than [
- can promife for thofe, who fslling into the
other extream, will not acknowledge that we
can have any trué¢ or certainNotion,orldea, of
this Common Good, fo as to make it the
' 0 main
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mainend of all our Actions. I fhall therefore
inthe firft place confider thofeObje&@ions that

be made by the former fort of Men ;
whofe firft Otjection may be this, Thatitis
moft fuitableto the goodnefs of God taim-
print upon-the minds of men certain Chara-
&ers and Notions of himfelf, and alfo of thofe
Moral Duties which he requires of them;
and not to leave them in the dark, and in
doubt about things of fo great aConcernmert
to them ; fince by that means he would pot
only have fecured himfelf of that Worfhip
and Veneration which is due from fo Intelli-
gent a Creature as Man, but would al{o with
. great eafeand certainty have taught him his
duty towards himfelf, and ochers, without
putting him to the trouble and pains of difco-
vering his Exiftence, 2nd allthote Moral Du-
ties that depend upon ir, by fo tedious a Me-
thod as I have here propoﬁd which every
man hath rot time to enquire 12to, nor per-.
haps Faculties ftrong enough to make fuch
rational Conclufions or Dedutions from the
Nature of God, and other things, for the un-
derftanding of the Laws of Nature, as we
have here laid down: and therefore, that God
(who doth all things by the beft and eafieft
means) hath impreit all the Notiogs or Ideas
of Good and Evil upon men’s Souls.

§. 2. To
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9. 2. To which Obje@ion I need return n®
other Anfwer than what is already made by

o the Author of the Effay concerning Humare

Underftanding (fo often cited by me) ;11hall
therefore give it you in his own words,
Book I. chap. 4 §. 12. This Argument, if it
be of any force, will prove much mare thax thofe
~who ufe it inthis cafe expecl fromit; for if we
may conclude, That God hath dome for men, all -
that men fhalljudge is beff for them, becaufe ir is

. fuitable for bis Goodnefs fo to do; it will prove
not oulyy that God batly imprinted on the minds of
 menan Idea of himlelf ; but that be hath plainly
flamped there, in fair Charadiers, all that mes.
ought. to know or believe of him, and allthat they
ought todo indbedience to his Will ; and that he
hathgiven them aWill and Affections conformable

toit. Thisnodoubt every one will think is berrer

for men, than that they fhould in the dark grope
after Knowledge, as St.Paul tells us,all Nations
did after God, 4fs VII. 2. or thar that
their Wills fbould clafb with their Tnderftand.-
ings, and their Appetites crofs their Duty. The
Romanifts fay, 'Tis beft for men, and [o fuita-
ble to the Goodnefs of God, that there fhould be
an Infallible fudge of Controverfies orn Earth;
and therefore there is one : And I by the fame
reafon (ay, *Iis better for men that every man
bimfelf fhould be infallible. I leave them to
confider, whether by the force of this Argument

B 2 they
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' they (ball think i Fat everymanis fo.  Ithink it
avery good Ariument to fay, the infinitely Wife
God hath made it [a, and therefore it is beft. But
it [eems to me a little too much confidence of our
Wifdom, to fay, I think it bef}, and therefore God
bath made it [o; and in the matter in band, it will
be in vain to argue from [uch a Topick, that God
bath done [0, when certain Experience [bews us
that be bath mot.  But the Goodnefs of God batk
wot been wanting tomén,without fuch original im-
preffions of Knowledge, or Ideas flamped on the
mind, fince be hath furnifbed man with thofe Fa-
culties which will ferve for the fuficient. difcove-
.ry of all things requifite to the end of fuch a Be-
ing : And I donbt not but to fbew, that aman by
the right ufe of hisnatural Abilitits may,without
any innate Principles, attain torhe knowledge of
a God, and other things that concern him. God
baving endued man with thofe faculties of Know-
ledge which be hath, was no more obliged by his
Goodnefs to implant 1hefe innate Notions in bis
Mind, than that having given him Reafon,
Hoands and Materials, be (bould alfo build him
Bridges, or Houfes ; which fome People in 1he
World, hawever of good natural parts, do either
totally want,or are but ill provided of as well as
others are,(perhaps) whollywithout Ideas of God,
and Principles of Morality, or at leaft have but
_ wveryillones. The reafonm in bcth Cafes being this,
That theynever employed their Parts, Facultie;
. an.
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_ and Powers induftrioufly that way. but contenrod
‘themfelves with the Opinions, Fafbions. and
things of their Countrey, as they found them,
without looking any further. So far this -
" Learned Author. ' ‘

9. 3. And as for what is fartherurged, the -
difficulties of the coming to the knowledge of-
the Being of a God, by the method we pro-
pofe, if this were not plainly tobe read frem
the great Book of the World, St. Pas/had in
vain accufed the general corruption of the
Gentiles, and their lofsof the kncwledge of
the true God, as he doth in the 1ft of the
Romans, v. 19, 20. Becaufe that which may be
known of God is manifeftin them, for God bath
Shewed it unto them : For the invifible Mhings of
bim from the Creation of the world are clearly
Jeen being underfFood bythe things that are made
even his eternal power, and Godhead : fo that
they are without excufe. Where you may obs
ferve, the Apoftle here appeals to the com-
mon Reafon of Mankind, guided by things
without us, for the proof of the Exiftence of
a Deity, that they may be left without all ex-

cufe for this their wilful ignorance and ne-
gled.

§. 4. And as for the other part of the Ob-
je€tion, concerning the difficuley and labori-
: O3 . oufnefs
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oufncfs of the Method we haye here propofed,
for the difcovery of the Law of Nature, and
the weaknefs of men’s Faculties, §or the mak-
ing fuch'rational Conclufions from the Nature
of Thingss I think that will fignifie much
lefs than che former, if thofe that make this
Objection will pleafe to confider how obvious
fuch Conclufions are, and how eafily made
out, inthe Third Chapter of this Difcourfe ;
where I particularly treat of the Natural
Power of men’s Minds, in making Obfervati-
ons from the Naiture of Things, and redu-
cing them in-o certain practical Propofitions,
‘in order to their own future bhappinefs, in
conjunction with .that of others: So that|
think I may fafely affirm, that thofe who are
not of Natural Parts fufficient to difcover the
Being of a God, and a Providence ; asalfoto
" underftand the Laws of Nature, which dc-
pead upon that Knowledge: If they did but
duly apply their Minds to think upon their
own Original, aud hat of the Werld, by true
- Principles of Raafon, muft be either Foolsor
Madmen, and {o not capable Subje@s of the
Laws ot Nature, asnot being to be reckoned
among{t rational Creatures 5 or elfe, which
is worfe, zre down-right Acheifts; who, to.
indulge vheir own uureafonable Lufts and
Paffiuas, wo abiclutely deny all thofe clear
Demonlirations from Natural Things, which
2 LA 5 re
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are brought for the proof a Deity, and of
their Duty towatds it. o

§ 5. And tho I grant that all men do not
ordinarily reduce all the Laws of Nature into
this one fingle Propofition, of endeavouring
this common good gf Rational Beings, or
may not have an explicite Notion of it; Yet
this will not hinder,but that they may for all
that really purfue it, tho’ they may not have
fo large and Perfc@ a knowledge of the
grounds of their Duty, as they would have
if they were fenfible of this Idea : For if a
man be but thoroughly convinced that he is
not made for himfglt alone, but that he ought
to mind the good and prefervationof others
befides himfelf'; and that he doth truly ob-
ferve the Laws of Nature towards himfelf,
by a temperate and a rational Life; As alfo
towards his Neighbour, by obferving thae
great Rule, of doing as he would be done ty,
in' a!l cafes towards others: I fay, fuch a
man tho’ never fo fimple and ignorant ino- -
ther things, doth really contribute his fhare
of endeavour towards procuring the com-
mon good : And tho’ he may not diftin&ly
know all the true reafons and grounds of his
own A&ions; yet if he thus lead his Life,
and obferve all the Rules tending to. this
End, Idoubt not but that he will meet with

O 4 , all
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311 thofe Rewards intended by God for Vertu-
ous A&ions ; provided he has never heard of,

or at leaft never wilfully refufed the more per-

fe@ Law of the Gofpel, delivered by our Sa-
viour Jefus Chrift, when duly .propofed to
" him. Thus a Countrey Carpenter may de-
ferve fufficient Wages, and Commendation,
if he can builda Houfe, and honeftly perform

his Work, according to thofe few praical’

Rules he hath learnt, tho” he doth not un-

derftand all the Principles of Geometry, or

ArchiteCture, according to which, ali thae

he hath wrought may eafily be demonftrated

to him, if he will but take the pains to un-
derftand them. :

$. 6. There isanother Objecion which this
fort of men may make againft our Method of
finding out, and demonftrating this great
Law ot Nature, in that I make every man’s
obligation to endeavour it, to arife from its
being good or evil to himfelf alone; where-
- by it may feem, .as if we fuppofed the honour
of God, and the common good of mankind
were to be poft-poned, and made fubfervient

to the happinefs of any particular perfon. -

To f:tisfie which Scruple,Tdo in the firft place
effizm, that we do not intend any fuch thing,
- fince we have all along endeavoured to efta.
blith the quite contrary Do&rine; For I af-
s . « fert,
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fert, that no man hath any Right,properly fo

" called, to his own Life or Being, but in order,

(and as it conduces)to the honour and fervice

" of God, and the common good of mankind.

1 thall therefore now more diftinctly declare
how thefe (tho’ fome may think them con-
trary to each other) dovery well confift. In.
the «firlt place therefore Idefire you to take
notice that our Natural Obligation to this
Law is not difcovered by usin the fame order
and method, as it is conftituted by God in the
nature of Things ; for our weak finite Under-
ftandings, when acting without the affitance

- of Divine Revelation, do flowly enough at -

firft attain to the knowledge of Individual,
or Single Things; and thence taking Rife
from fuch common effe@sasare moft obvious
to our Senfes, proceed to their more abftrufe
Caufes, until at length difcovering one Infi-
nite Being, called God, to be the firft Caufe
and Creator of all things; We from thence
collect not only what is his Nature, but alfo
what s his Will ; whereby we do not only
find that he is the beft, and moft perfe Be-
ing,but that as fuch,he willethand procureth - .
the good and prefervation, not of fome few
Particulars alode, but of the whole Species of

. Mankind., And laftly, that he would have

us men co-operate, asfubordinate, (thofree
Agents) tothis End, asthe greateftand w or-
o : thicft
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thieft we can undertake : Which thoit be the
laft thing we come to the knowledge of, yet
is that which is firft and chiefly intended by
God, as the principal object of our Know-
ledge, and the main End of all our Moral
A&ions. So that it feems evident, this know-
ledge of our fclves, and of things thus learnt
from expericnce and obfervation, was inten-
“ded byGod,only to ferve as fteps to raife usto
that larger knowledge, and nobler defire of
purfuing the common good of Rationals, as
the fum of all our Moral Duties. And that
our Wills and Affe@ions towards thisend, are
not to be regulated or dire¢ted in the fame or-
der, by which this common good comes to be
difcovered; 7. e. (with a refpect to our felves
alone) ; but from a true judgment concern-
ing the meafures of that natural good and per-
fe@tion therein contained.  So thar tho’ we
are at firft indeed excited to the procuring our
own happinefs, as the prime and moft natu-
ral motive of allour A&ions; yet we come
at la(t upon becter confideration to difcover,
that this happinefs of ours is contained in our
endeavours of the Commori good of Rational
Beings, and is infeparable from it, asthe con-
fervation of any of our particular Members
is contained in the health and prefervation of
the whale Body. S

§ 7.

N
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¢. 7. And this Propofition, that every fin-
‘gle man’s. good is contained in the common-
good, proves indeed, that the Sanction of
this general Law, is by rewards and punifh-
ments to Every fingleman : But that Bovery
. is not to be reftrained to my felf, or any one
man alone, - but extends alike to each other
man, or all men : Since it is evident, that
thefe words ( Every man) amount to all
men ; as every part colle&ively taken, fig-
nifies the whole.  And tho’ the main end in-
tended by God, the Legifator, from fuch Re-
wards and Punifhments, are obedience to his
Laws, and the prefervation of Mankind, as
his Subje&s (which are indeed of much grea-
ter value to him, than the happinefs of any
one fingle perfon ); Yet will it not detra&
from the perfe@ion or fincerity of this obedi-.
ence,if from the confideration of a man’sown
particular happinefs or mifery, he thereby
comes to confider and underftand, that God
hath commanded him to purfuean higherand
* nobler end than that alone ; yet to which his

own happinefs or mifery are infcparably con-
 nected. o

9. 8. I comeinthelaft place to thofe Ob-
jeCtions, that may be made by men, of quite
contrary Principles 5 and who will not ac-
knowledge, that we either can, oroughtto
oL propofe
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propofe this common good, .as the Sum of all
the Laws of Nature, and the main end of all
our MoralA&ions. Their firft Obje@ion may

be this ; That it feems oot fuitable to God’s -

Infinite Goodnefs, and Power, and Wifdom,

in the Government of Mankind, ifhe did re-

ally intend its good and happinefs (as we here
fuppofz ) to permit fo great a Defign to be
fo oftendifturbed, if not quite fruftrated, in
divers parts of the World, by the various
Paffions, and unreafonable Appetites, of fo
many violent,wicked and unjuft men; which,
* if Mankind be well confidered,do make up the
greateft part of this fuppofed Aggregate Body.
In anfwer to this Objection, I might tell
thofe that make ir, that the true Original of
that depraved State of Mankind, and from
which all that diforder we now find in
Humane Nature is derived, was the Fall
of Adam, the firft Father of Mankind; who
- thereby conveyed a weaknefs of Reafon, and
that prevailing Power which we feel in our
fenfual Appeties and Paffions, toall his Po-
fleriiy,whereby Man is become very prone to
Evil, and too apt to tranfgrefs the Laws of
Nature. But I thall not infift voon this, be-
caufe the Gentlemen with whom I have to
do, may laugh at all Divine Revelation, nor
accept of any Proofs as fufficient, but what

- can be brought from mere Natural Reafon.
- Thall

|
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I fhall therefore anfwer them in their own
way ; and fhall firft of all grant ; That God
might, if he had thought fit, have created

- Man without any poffibility of finning, and

have determined him only to that which is
morally good. But then God had not crea-
ted a Man, but quite another Creature: For
he having made Man to confift of two diffe-
rent Principles, a Body and a Soul ; the one
to be drivenon by Senfual Appetites and Paf

fions ; the other to be governed by Reafon

It was neceffary that he fthould be carried to-
wards Good or Evil, asoneor other of thefe

* fhould prevail. So that confidering what

fort of Creature God hath made us, he hath
done all he needed to do towards the good

- and happinefs of Mankind ; Suppofing that
~ he hath created us, and deals with us as free,

voluntary Agents, endued witha freedom of -
choice, either to deliberate upon the confe-
quence and nature of all our Moral A&ions
before we do them ; and to.act - according
to the Rules of right Reafon, or elfe clean
contrary thereunto, that is, wholly at ran-
dom, or by chance, which is unworthy our

~ Rational Nature. -

g Q.So thatGod having thusleft the great-

eft part of man’s happinefs in his own power,

cither 1o be obtained by endeavouring, this
com-



206 A brief Difquifiion.  Ch.s,

common good ; or elfe miffed of, or loft by

his own negle@ of it; Itis not to be wonder- .

ed, if men’s unreafonable Appetites and Paf-
fions, looking no farther than their prefent
Pleafures, or outward Advantages, do often
carry them away without any confideration
of thofe future, but as certain and greater
evils which may follow them in the whole
courfe of their lives. By which abufe of
men’s natural Freedom, I grant the good and

happinefs of Mankind is very much difturbed

and diminifhed : Therefore it is no wonder,
that (tho’ God’s will be fufficiently declared
againft fuch A@ions, ) it is not more often
obferved and followed 3 nor could God have
ordered things better or otherwife than they
are, unlefs he Thould have made Man with
out all freedom of choice, and have determis«
ned his Will only to one fort of Actions;
which had rendered him quite another Crea-
ture,and incapable of thofe Rewardsand Pu-
nithments, which are abfolutely neceflary
for the government of many as he'is made by
God, a free, voluntary Agent. Secondly,
Tho’ God hath thus made us free Agents, but
by the ill ufe of our Faculties, we be-
come more prone to evil Actions than good
ones; Yer it muft be ftill acknowledged,
 God’s Infinite Power and Providence hath
fet' fach limits to the unruly Appetitesand

' Paffions

B
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~ Paffions of wicked men, that- though by

private Violence, Wars and Perfecutions for
Religion,. they do more mifchief to Mankind
than all the Savage Beafts, Earthquakes -
or Plagues in the World ever did; Yet
this is but in fome few particular Places
or Countries at a time; and God hath fo
reftrained thefe Paffions and Lufts, not
only by Natural, Divipe and Civil Laws,
but alfo by neceflary ill confequences that fol-
low fuch Aions; thatit is not often that
fuch men can accomplith their wicked de-
figns with that fuccefs and pleafure they pro-

_pofe to themfelves, And ia thofe Countries

wheie thefe Violences are A&ed, the Scene
often alters : So. that where Civil-Wars and
Perfecution for Religion, have not only
very much difturbed the Common Peace
and Happinefs, but alfo diminithed the
nuiber of the Inhabitants, God doth often
think fit, either through men’s wearinefs -
of Wars, or by the fudden death of a Cruel
and Ambitious Prince (who was the chief

~ caufe of it) again to reftore peace and

happinefs to thefe Kingdoms or Countries
where Civil Wars and Perfecutions had be-

fore {o cruelly raged, and fo long prevailed.

And notwithftanding all that can be obje- |
Ced, againft God’s intending the good and
happinefs of Mankind, it is certain ,fthaf

~ rom
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from the beginning of the World to this day,
he hath preferved it in the fame State, as
he hath alfo done all other Species of Crea- .
tures. In fo much that we may boldly affirm,
the number of men in the world rather in-
creafes than diminithes; tho’ it may pleafe
God, for the corre¢tion or extirpation of
fome extremely wicked, and incorrigible
Nations, to permit them to be opprefled, di-
minithed , or quite deftroyed by Foreign
Force, Civil Wars, or Domeftick Tyranny.

9. 10. A fecond Obje@ion that may be
"brought by thofe of Epicurean Principles, is,
That if the being of aGod,and the certainty of
the Laws of Nature are fo eafy to be found out,
and difcovered by men’s Natural Reafons and
Obfervations-; how it comes to pafs that there
~ are fome whole Nations in the World, who
. have (as we know of ) no Notions at all of
a God, or a Moral Gocd or Evil; as Travel-
lers report of thofe NVegroes, who inhabit near
the Bay of So/damia, not far from the Cape
of Good.Hope; who fell their Children
for Slaves, to thofe that will give moft for
them : Asalfoothersin the Weft and Eafl-In-
dies ; that make War upon, and devour
all Strangers they can take Prifoners. O-
thers, as in the Ifle of Formofa, rendring a-

bortive all Children that the Mothers con-
ceive,
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ceive, before they are thirty yearsOld. O-
thers in the Wefl-Indies, and in Africa, fteal-
~ ing from Strangers whatfoever they can lay
their hands on. It were tedious to relate all
the partictlar Inflances of thiskind. - Whofe=
ever defires to fee more of them, may confult
the Learned Author of the above-mentioned
Eflay of Humane Underfianding, Book the L.
Chap. 111. §. 9. befides what he may himfelf
colle& from his own reading, or obfervation.
So that it may be urged, thatif thefe People
.are part of Marnkind, and therefore Rational -
Creatures, how it comes to pafs that they
thould not be able, as wellas we, to come to
the knowledge of a God, and of thofe Natu-
ral Laws, which we fuppofe to be given to
Mankind 2 ‘

§.rv. To all which I fhall reply, not by -
denying, as fome ¢o, the matters. of Fack
themfelves, which is an eafy, but too pofitive
away of confuraticn 5 but fhall take them at
~ prefent for granted, fecicg they are delivered
tous by many Authors of fufficient credit. .
- And therefere, fictt of ally Tthink I may fales.
ly affirm, That tho’ thefe Inftances may be of
confiderable weight’, againft thofe who
found all our Knowledge of the Laws of Na-
turc upen certain Innate Principles, or the
common confent of Mankind: Yet they wifl

- prove.
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prove nothing again{t us, who bave, T hope,

made cut the certainty and obligation of
this Law from more evident Principles : So
that the contrary belief or pra@ice of divers

‘Nations in the World,.is no morg an Argu-

ment againft the Beiog of a God, or of the
Laws ot Nature, than their ignorance in A-
rithmetick and Geometry, is, againft the cer-
tainty or ufefulnefs of thofe Sciences; thefe
people, being moft of them rorable to reckon

* beyond their ten fingers. Now fetting afide

Innate Ideas, and Confent of Nations, s
proofs of the Laws of Nature ; what other
means do there remain, but the uncertain
Tradition of a God, and thefe Moral Laws
delivered from their Parents, or Apceftors;
or elfe to difcover them by Reafon, and obfer-
vatiors from the Nature of things, according
to the method here laid down. The former
of thefe (if they Lad.ever any fuch thing) it
is certain they have now quite Jol, fo that

no Footfteps of it at this day remains among

them. And asfor the latter, thefe ignorant
and barbarous Nations, being wholly taken
up , through the whole courfe of their lives,
either in procuring for themfelves the com-
mon neceflaries for life, or elfe in brutifh and
fenfual Lufts and Pleafures; it is no wonder
that they give themfelves no time or opportu-
nity to think of thefe things, nor yet employ

their

A
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_their thoughts, in confideriog the caufe of
their being.or for what end they came into the
World. Therefore it is not ftrange that they
thould be fo little fenfible of the Being of &
God, and what Worfhip or Duties He ree
quires of them: Nor can I give a better ace
count of thisignorance, than what you may
find in the Aurhor laft mentioned, who thus
concludes his Paragraph againft the neceffity
of Innate principles(alreadycitedin the begin-
ning of this Chapter.)*Had you or Ibeen born
‘( fays he) at the Bay of So/dania, poflibly our
‘ thoughts and notions had.not exceeded thefe
¢ brutith ones of the Hotentots that inhabit

‘there: And bad the Virginian King, Apochane

¢ cana, been educated in England, he had per-
¢ haps been as knowing a Divine, and as
¢ good a Mathematician, as any id"it. The
¢ difference between him, and a more impro-
¢ ved Englif man, lying barely in this, That
“ the exercife of his Faculties was bounded
¢ within the Ways, Modes and Notions of his
¢ own Countrey, and was never direGed to.
¢ any other, or farther Enquiries : Andif he
- ¢ had not any Idea of. a God, as we have, it
¢ was only becaufe he purfued not thofe
: Thoughts that would certainly have led him
to 1t. :

P2 8. 12,
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§. 12. Which account, tho’ it were fuffi-

cient alone to take off this difficulty,yet I fhall

further add ; That altho it is true, the Exi-

ftence of a God, and the Laws of Nature, are -

to be difcovered by Natural Reafon ; yet this

- muft be exerted, and made ufe of according

‘to a right Method, and is like the Talent in

the Gofpel, either to be highly increafed,
or elfe may be buried, without ever being

made ufe of as it ought. - So that men’s not .

making ufe of their Reafon, and thofe Facul-

ties which God hath given them, is no more

an Argument againft God’s not having given

- men {ufficient Means and Faculties to attain

to the knowledge of thefe things, thanif a
man, who by perpetual fitting ftill, {hould

bave loft the ufe of his Legs, had reafon to

find fauke With God, for not giving him fuffi-
cient means of going, and helping himfelf.

"~ Wherefore it feems evident to me, thatitis

left in moft men’s power,whether theywill by
a due ufe of their Reafon, raife themfclves to

‘the highe(l perfe@ion and happinefs thattheir

humane nature is capable cf ; or elfe by em-
ploying their minds about meer fenfual ob-

~ jets, and carnal enjoyments, debafe them-

-

felves into the ftate of Brutes. For I am fa-
tisfied, that it is not reafoning about commoa
and outward things, that conftitutes the only
difference between us and them ; fince they

reafon

B |
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fon right about thofe things that are the ob~
je&s of their Senfess but that it rather con-

- fifts in the more excellent Faculties of fras

ming Univerfal Ideas,and by a due enquiry in-
- to the caufes and nature of things, of coming
. to the knowlege of God,and of his Will,either
naturally declared, according to the method
_ here laid down, or elfe fupernaturally reveal-
ed in the Holy Scripture. And indeed, I
think, a2 Dog or Horfe, to be:a much better
-Creature than a Man who hath never had,
or elfe hath totally extinguithed the belief of-
a Ged, and of his Duty towards him ; for
- theOpe lives according to its nature,and thofe
Faculties God hath given it: Buta Man, who
‘wants the knowledge of God, and of his du-
ty towards him, by negle@ing the chief end
- of his Creation, and by giving himlelf whol- - -
ly up to the government of his Paffions, and
unreafonable Appetites, debafes his nature,
and fo becomes, by his own fault, like to
(if not worfe than) a Braute. N

- §.13.The laft Objection that [ can think of,
and which may be alfo made’by Mr.Hobbes’s
Difciples, is ; That they look upon this en-
deavour of the Common Good of Mankind,
as a meer Platonick Idea, or Term of Art, -
without apy reality in nature to fupport it.
Of which opinion Mr.A04s feems to be,when
. P3. : . he
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Be tells us, in his Leviath. Book I. chap. 4.
That of Names, fome are proper and fingular to
one only thing, .as Peter, John, This Man, this
Tree 5 and fome are common 1o many things, as
Man, Horle, Tree ; every of which, though bat
one Name,is neve -thele[s the Name of divers par-
tigalarthirgs, in refpelt of all which together it
is called an ‘Univerfal, there being nothing in the
Werld Univerfal, but Names. For the things
named are every one of them individual and
Sfou:ular.  Sothat on thefe Principles wecan
have no knowledge of any common good out
of a Commonwealth, where it arifes merely
from Coempadts 3 every man being naturally
derermined tofeek hisown particular prefer-
vation and fatisfa&ion,without the Jeaft confi-
dcrationof any thing elfe. |

§ 14. In anfwer to which Obje&ion, 1
dciire you to take notice, That if in our De-
Jeription of the Law of Nature, or Explication
of 1r, we had any where fuppofed, that in
this endervour of the commen Good, 2 Man
either could, or oughit to negle& his own pre-
fervation, 2nd true happinofs, there might
have beer {ume reafon tor this Ghje@ion ; but
fince [ have proved, that the true good and
happinefs of every particular perfon is inclu-
ded in the Common Goced of Rationals and
gepends in‘eparably upon it 5 though I grant .
L ' : ' _every
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F every man’s own happinefs and mifery is a
’ main motive of hisa@ing to thisend, and al-
~ f{o confiftsina right endeavour after it ; which
’ if it befo, this part of the Obje@:con falls of it
| felf ; unlefsthey will afirm, That a Man’s felf-
prefervation 2nd happinefs only confifisin the
- . prefent fatisfaion of his own fenfual Appe-
tites ani Paffions, let what will be the con-
fequence ; which how falfe and unreafona:
‘ble a thing it is, any rational Man may judge.
2dly, We have allo fufficiently made our,
that there is an unalterable Common-Good
gnd Evileftablifhed by God in the nature of
“things, neceflary for the prefervation, or
tending to the deftrucion, not only of this, or -
that particular man, but of all the men in
the World, conceived under the collective
Idea of Mankind, and thatin the ftite of Na- -
ture, and out of a Civil State cr'Commons
wealth; Since by comparing our own particu-
lar Natures with thofe of all other men, an
finding them to 2gree in the fame Warts,
general Properties, and defires of like things
neceflary for life, andan aver(ion to others
deftru@ive to ir, we can thereby certainly
determine what Thingsor Aétions will con-
duce not only to our own happinefs and pre-
fervation, but to all others of our own Kind,
From whence there arifesa clezr Idea of the
Common Good of Mankind, fince (as Lhave |
‘ ' Py already
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3lready proved) one pectliar Faculty of hu-
mane Nature different from that of Beafls, is,
to abftra& univerfal Ideas from particular
things, and then to give general Names to
thole Ideas,” which though they are but Crea-
tures of our own underftanding, and not ex-
iiting out of our own Brains ; yet are for all

that crue Ideas of thegeneral Natures of thofe

things from whence they are taken ; and as

for the general Names of them, if there were

not real notions in our minds , agreeable to
the nature of thofe things from whence they
were taken, and that before any Names im-

pofed upon them, they would indeed be Nor- -

tenfe, or meer empty Sounds, without any
Ideas to fupport them: But the before-cited
Authior of the Effay of Flumane Underftanding,

Bosk 1. Chap. 24. thews, That the Mind bath

a power to make complex, coileétive Ideas of Sub-
Jeances, which be focalls, becanfe fuch Ideas are
~ made up of many particular Subflances, confrder-
ed rozéther as united into one Idea, and which fo

" joined,are looked on as.Onesv. g. the Idea of fuch
a collection of men as make an Army, though cone

- ffting of a great number of diftinit Subflances,
is as ninchonz Idea, as the [deaof a Min.  And
the great colleiive Idea of all Bodies whatfoever
Siguified Ly the name, VWorldyis as much one Idea,
as the Idea of any the leafl particle of matter in
i 5 it Jufficing to the unity of any Ideay that it Eg
T .  confr

et e m e —
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confidered as one Reprefentation, or Piclure, tho
made up of never fo many}ifarticulars. And be
likewife farther grants, That it is not barder to
‘conceive how an Army of Ten thonfand men
fhould make one Idea, than bow a Man fbouid
make ome Ideay it being as eafy to the mind 3o -

unite into ome the Idea of agreat mumber of men,

to confider it as ome, as it is to unite into one

particular all the diftinit 1deas that make up "
‘the compofition of a Man, and confider them al-
together as One. S

Therefore I can fee no reafon, why any
man,by confidering the nature of all the Men
in the World, ‘may not only have a trueIdea
of all Mankind,but al{o of the things or means
that may produce their common good, or
happinefs, as well as a General of an Army of -
100,000 men can have a true Idea of that col-
le@ive Body of Men, and order all things ne-

ceffary for their common fafety and preferva-

tion; And if Mr. Hobbs’s Affertion be true,
. That there is nothing univerfal but Names, his
~ beloved Sciences of Arithmetick and Geome-
try would alfo be falfe and uncertain ; fince
. they only confidering Numbers, Lines and Fi-
gures in general , and collelting. univerfal
Ideas from thence, do raife true Rules or
Acxioms in thofe Sciences from thofe univerfal
Ideas,though there be nothing really exifting
in Nature out of ourown Brains, but Unit;
: : : an

-
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and fingle bodies. And therefore Mr. /2. is
miftaken, when he Will have nothing to have
any real Exiftence in nature but {ingle things,
as if our abftra@ Ideas of Univerfals were
Nothing, becaufe they are not Bodics. But
" if thefe general Ideas are true, as agrecing
with the things from whence they are takeo,
it will alfo follow, that they have a real exi-
ftence, and confequently may have Names
given them, whereby to fignify and reprefent
them to our own minds, and thofe of others
we converfe with,  So that whatfoever we
" find to contribute to the Prefervation, Happi-

nefs and Perfe@ion of all the men we know,
or have heard of, we may as certainly con-
clude to be naturally good for all Mankind,
and fo a much greater good than that of any
one particular Perfon 3 which Mr. A. him-
felf acknowledges in his Treatife De bomine,
Chap. 11. 5. 14. where treating of the De-.

rees of Good, which of them are greateror -
lefs, he plainly declares, that to be a greater
good (ccezeris paribus ) which is fo to more
men, than that which is foto fewer.

So that if the Rational and free ufe of a-
man’sWill confifts in its confent with that true
judgment theUnderftanding makes, concern-

- ing thofe things that agre¢ in one Common-
Nature ; and if we can thereby truly judge or

determine what things are necellary, or bene-
‘ ficial
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ficial for the Natures of all other men, as
well as our own ; [ fee no reafon why we-

- may not defire, that they fhould alfo enjoy

the like good things with our felves, and
likewife endeavour (as far as lies in our
power ) to procure it for them ; fince itis
alfo a Duty impofed upon us by God § and
that we lie under fufficient obligations to do
it, we havealready proved. o

In fhort, This Common Good of Rationals,

~ being thus made known to us, may very well

be propofed as the end of all our Moral A&i-
ons ; and being the greateft we can defire or
imagine, the Underftanding judgingaright,
cannot but determine, that this Knowledge:
and Defire will more conduce to the Happi-
nefs and Perfe@ion of our Humane Nature,
than that of any leffer Good : 'Sq that it this
be greater than any other Good we can come
to the knowledge of, it will likewife proveto
be the greateft and nobleft end men can pro-
pofe to themfelves. -And Mr. Hobbs. himfelf .
is allo fometimes fenfible of .this Common

Good, when in the 31 Chap.of his Leviathan,
in the laft Page, he hath made in his Latin

. Tranflation, this Addition.

That be doth not defpair that this Doilrine of

- bis being become more acceptable by Cuftom, will

at length be received bono publico.for the Come
mon Good. . o S‘ »
., 1 b )
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So that it feems he prefages his Do&rine
will come one day to be beneficial not only to
one particular State, or Commonwealth, but
for the Common Good of all men, who are with
him yet in the State of Nature : And if Mr.
Hobbs hath fo perfe@ a notion of the Com-
mon Good of all Nations, I think there will
be no great difference but in Words, be-
tween that and the Common Good which
we maintain. .

§.15. Buttocometoa Concluﬁoq ;L hope,
. notwithftanding all that hath beed objected
to the contrary, it hath been fufficiently
- made out, That not only all the Moral Ver-
tuesare contained in, and may be reduced to
this one Principle, Of endeavouring the Com-
_mon Good of Rational Beings ; But that like-
wife all the Laws of Nature, (which are but
the Exercife or Pra@ice of thefe particular
Vertues upon their due Objeés, may be alfo
“reduccd into this fingle Propefition; fince
they all of them refpe either a man’s Duty
towards God, by a due worthip of him, or
elfe towards himfelf, in the exercife of Tem-
peracce, ¢ or elfe by a due obfervation of
Juftice and Charity, or the moft diffufive Be-
‘nevolence towards others of our own Kind ;
accordingto the Order we have already laid

down in the former Chapter. All which is
o but
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but our endeavouring to procure (as faras

weare able) this Common Good of Rational

- Agents.

. ’Tis true Mr. Hobbs. in his Lev. Chap. 13.
contra@®sall the Laws of Nature into this thore
and cafyRule which he fays is intelligible even
to the meanct capacities (viz.) Donot that to
another, thou wouldft not have done to thy felf,

in effe@®, which wasgiven by our Blefled Sa-
viour bimfelf ; yet without the confiderati-
on of the Common Good of Mankind, weuld
too often fail.  For if this Rule were ftrictly

~and literally to be underftood, no Prince,
Judge, or other Magiftrate, could condemn -

a Malefactor to-death ;for in fo doing, he did
that to another, which he would not have
done to himfelf, in the like State: Since he

himfelf, as well as the Criminal he condemns,

would then defire to be pardoned if he could.
But indeed the reafon why all Judges, and

_other inferior Officers of Juflice, are excu~
- fed from the obfervation of this Rule, in their

. Which Rule, tho’ very true, and the fame

publick Capacities, is, Becaufe they do not

then act as private perfons, but as publick
Reprefentatives, or Truftees, with whom

the Common Good and Peace of the whole - -

Kirgdom or Commonwealth is entrufted ;
which (as[ have already fhewn) makes but
a fmall part of the Common Good of all Ra-

tional Agents. : 0. 36

~
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§. 16. There are likewife Others who re-
duceall the Lawsof Nature into this fingle
Rule or Precept, Preferve dr dogood tothy felf,
and any other innocent Perfon , as to thy felf .
Which tho’[ grant to be a true Rule, ascon-
taining our Saviour’s Epitome of the Com-
mandments of the Second Table, Love tdy
Neighbour as thy felf : Yet dothit not exprefs
the Reafon o Principle on whichitis founded ;
" for we have no Reafon to love our Neighbour,

but as they pertake of the fame Common Ra-
tional Nature with our felves; and that our
doing them good, doth conduce to the pres °
fervation and happinefs of the whole Body of
Mankind ; of which that perfon, as well as
~ our felves, are but fmall parts, or Members :
Nor have we any particular obligationtoen- .
deavour our own particular Good, but as it
conduces to, and is part of the Common
Good of Mankind. '

§.17. And as the whole Law of Nature,
fo likcwife the Revealed Law, given from
' God by Mofes to the Fews, and intended in -
due time to be made known to all Mankind ;
tends tono otherend, than this great Law of
“endeavouring the Common Good of Rational
«Agents. For all the Precepts of the Firft
Table of the Decalogue, which prefcribe
our Duty towards God, and which our Sa-
. viour
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" viour hath o excellently well contra@ed into

this fingle Precept, Thoy fbalt love the Lord

- thy God with all thy beart, and with all thy foul,

and with all thy frength, &c. contain nothing

- more than this great Rule.  Foras God, be-
- . fore he thought fit to create the World, and

whillt there was yet no Creature to worfhip
or ferve him, was not then lefs happy or per=,
fe&t ; fo neither now he hath created them,
is he the happier, if we worlhip him, or the
more unhappy, if we omitit. For Man be-
ing created as an Object for the DivineGood-
nefs to exert it felf upon, it muft neceffarily
follow,that all the Precepts of the Firft Table,
as well as of the Second, are in fome fortin-
tended for Man’s Good and Happinefs, as
well as God’s Honour and Service, So that
even that Great Commandment of keeping -
holy the Seventh day, which moft chiefly re-
fpe@s God’s own Glory and Service, did al-
fo promote.the Good and Happinefs not only
of the Fews, God’s particular Subje@s, but
alfo of all Mankind, whenfoever this Law

. fhould be difcovered to them. Wherefore -°

tho’ it commands the dedicating of that day
to the Worthip and Service of God, and is

obferved in obedience. to his. Commands ;

Yet evenin this, he does not defign his'own |
Glory and Honour alone ; but (according to
. Saint
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w—=Ceedendum  Saint Auffin ) our Good and

oft totum quo. Happinefs alfo ; which isthen

colitur Deus, , .
bomini prodef- moft perfect and compleat,
fe,nonDeo. * when we beftow our time

De Civip. . ) . , . .
DL X. - in the contemiplation of his
Cap. 5. Infinite Perfe@ions and Good-

nefs towards us, and in rendring
him thanks for his unfpeakable

Benefits. So that .though I grant he

hath made and ordained us for his Service ;
yet he hath fo conftituted our Nature, as to
make our higheft happinefs infeparably con-
neted with all the particular A&s of his
Worfhip. And therefore our Saviour re:
proves the Fews, when they found fault with
him for fufiering his Difciples to pluck the
Ears of Corn on the Sabbath-day, exprefly.
' telling them, That if they had
known what this means,I will have
.mercy and not facrifice, they would not have con-
demned the guiltles; for rhe Son of Man [ i.e.

Matt. 12. 7, 8.

‘not Chrift ajone, but every Chriftian] is Lord ‘

Mat, 2,27,  evenof the Sabbath-day : Andin
made for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath.
Thereby teaching us,that the Sabbath it felf
was alfo inftituted for Man’s fake ; and that

in cafes of neceflity, he is Mafter of it. And’
fo likewife our Saviour himflf, by chufing

to do his greateft Miracles of healing on the
: ~ Sabbaths

St. Mark, That ihe Sabbath was

Mo am eme o a
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‘Sabbath-day, hath taught us, that the perfor<
mance of A&tsof Charity and Mercy on that
Day, is a gteat and neceflary part of God’s
Servicet -~ : ‘ '

§. 18. But as. for the Precépts of the Se<
ccond Table, T need not infift upon them ; be-
caufe our Saviour himfElf hath contra@ed
them 4ll, (even thdt of honouring our Pa-
- tents) into this {lort Precept, Thox (balt love
thy Neighbour a5 thy felf: Whicli is no more
than tb bid us endeavour the common good of
Mankird, to the uttérmoft of our powér, So
that a$ this Law ¢f the moft diffufive Bene<
volence of Rational Agents, contains the Sunt
of all the Laws of Nature, 45alfo of the Moral
Law;contained in the Ten Commandments;
fo likewife is it'the Sum of the whole Gofpel
delivered by ouf Saviour Chrift, and his Apos
- ftles. Por One greatdefign cf our Savicur’s
corhing into the World, was, by his moft ex<
cellent Precepts and Examiples, to exalt the
Law of.Nature td a higher perfeftiog, than
what-Men by the common ufe of Reafon,
could generally attain to ; And likéwife dn=
other mdin End of his cominz, was, t§ re=
{tore the Law of Mofes toits Primitive Puticy
- and Perfection ; and to free it from thofe falfs
- Intefpreratiods and Traditions, with Wwhicls
s Phirifées Had cofrupred it . For whereas

‘ € the/
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they had confined the obfervation of that
Command of loving our Neighbours, only to
outward A&s, or at leaft, reftrained it only
~ to thofe of their own Nation or Religion;
our Saviour Chrift commands a greater per-
feQion, and forbids even fo much as the
thoughts or defires of Murther,Adultery,¢re.
And whereas the Jews did fuppofe, that they

were not obliged to fhew Actts of Charity or
* Mercy to thofe of a different Religion from

” themfelves, ‘our Saviour teacheth
Luke 1o.30- them by that excellent Parable of
the Traveller that fell amongft Thieves,
and was taken up and cured by the merciful
Samaritan, whentheill-natured Prieff and Le.
vite bad pafled him by, faying to the Lawyer
who had ask’d, Who is my Neighbour, Go
 thy ways, and do thou likewife. By which he
plainly intimates ; 'That we ought to do all
AQs of Charity and Benevolence, to all per-
fons that ftand in need of them, let their Na-
tion or Religion be never fodifferent from our
own, Wherefore whofoever will but ferioufly
confider the great end of our Saviour Chrift’s
coming into the World, and alfo the whole
fcope and defign of his Doftrine; will find,
that it wasonly to procure, as well by his
Example as Precepts, the good and happi«
nefs of all Mankind. For to what end elfe
did hetake upon him the Form ofa Servana,

and
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and endured a foor and miferablg life, wicH
an ignominious Death, but ;d_p;oqqre’Vcrg
lafting happinefs for all thofe that {hould trus
Iy believéin hirti ? Or to whit other end were -
all thofe excellefit Precepts, fooften given by
Chrift and his Apoftles, of louing one anothers

And therefore. St; Pazl tells the Romins,
hap. 13. v. 8. that he that loveth, another,
hath fulfilled the Law: And more fully in'the
1aft Chapter to the Galatians, V. 14. Forthe
Law i fulflled in this one word, even in this,
Thou (lale love thy Neighbonr, as thy felf. And

" in his firft Epiftle tothe Corsmrhians, Cap. 13.
‘hieis very large and particular in fetting forth
; gle neceffity, and exalting the excellency of

harity, above all the other Spiritual Graces;

- withour whigch, hetells them, If be bad Bgith

[0 as to remiove Monntains ; yet if be had not
Charity, ke were nothing. Now what is this
Charity but an unfeigned love and good-wilt
to allViankind?Ch,2.17.And St.Jamses tells us,
Tha taith without works is dead besng alone. Anc{ :
St. John in his firft Epiille,.makes the love.
of odr Brethren, (that is of all Men) the great
fign and demonttration of our Love to 5od,
When he tells ’em,thar if « Mag [ys,1 love God,
dnd hateth his Brother, he is a lyar ; for be that,

Adoveth not his Brother, whom he hath feen, how.
ban bé love God, whoms e bath not feen?  And,
thi$ Commaniment we have from himy; Thai he,

g wh
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who leveth Go"d, love bis Brother afo.  So thae

wh®ver will but confider what hath here
béen faid, cannot but acknowledge, that this
excellent Deétrine of the Gofpel, concerning
the moit intenfe lové towards God, andthe
moft diffufive Charity towards Men, - doth
not only far exceed all the Precepts of Philofo-
phers, but-alfothe Revealed Law of Mofes it
felf. Now what can be the delign of all
thefe excellert Precepts ? but by allthe Com-
merds and Perfwafions imaginable, and by
all the Fromifes of the moft gloriousRewards,
and Threatniogs of the moft terrible and laft-
ing Punifthments, to advance the Glory of
God, and to procurethe Welfare and Hap-
pinefs of the whole Race of Mankind.

X ’ ‘ . ’
- §. 19. To conclude ; Though I fuppofe

~ ‘the Law of Nature, if duly obferved, where
it hath pleafed God to give Men no other
-knowledge or difcovery of his Will, may yet
givethem a ratioral fhare of happinefs, not
~ only in this Lif%, butin thattocome ; yet I
hope no indifferent or rational Man, but upon
die confideration of thie lapfed and depraved
{tate of Humawe Nature, and how prone it
. is to be carried away by exorbitant Luftsand
Paffions, contrary to the Di&tates of right

- Reafon, and his own Confcience, but muft -

“alfoacknowledge, that it was agreat demon- .
’ o ftration

—_—_—
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ftration of Ged’s Goodnefs and Mercy, to
give us the moft Glorious Light of his Go-

.- dpel; and tofend his Blefled Son, not only to

inftru& us, but alfo to die for us.. Which
great Myftery, that in God s due time, and
according to his Promife, mey be fpeedily re- - -

- vealed toall Mankind, we ought daily to

make it our hearty Prayers to his Divine Ma-
jelty, That every Heart may know, and every
Tongue confefs, That Jefus is both Lord and
Lhrist; who hath broaght Life and Immortali-
#y tolight, through the Gofpel. ‘

The End of the Firft Part.

Q3 . THE
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THE .

HEADS

OF THE ~ o

SECOND PART.
BEING '

A Confutation of Mr. H's Principles.

HE Introdution, containing the
Reafons why we have put thefe An-

fwersto Mr. Hs Principles intothis Method. - |

Seit, 1.
~* The Heads of the Firft Principle.
That Man is & Creature born unapt for Society. "

His Reafons for it ; That a Man is ot & So-
ciable Creature by Nature, but Accident ; for
. otherwife we [bould love all Men alike. Al So-
ciety proceeds from Self-interef? ; this refolved
into mutual Fear, or elé defire of Glory and Do-
minion over others, Sc&t. 2. :
- Q4 ‘1. An-

ok
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1. Anfwer, That thefe words, borz unapt -

for Society, are equivocal; fince whodoth not
know how unapt Children and Fools are to
underftand the force of Compacts. Mr. H.

takes his whole meafure of Humane Nature

from thofe Paffions that precede the ufe of
Reafon and Experience, which arealfo natu-
ral, as he himfelf confefles inanother Place,
Sedt. 3. : :

That is natural which &ew Man, when

of years-of Difcretion, Fither doth, or may -

attain to. Sedt. 4. .

Anfwer, tohis 2d Argument concerning In-
tereft; Seciety, though defir'd for a Man's
own good, orYIhtere{’c, doth not make it for
all that, lefs natural:. Se#. g, - o

Anfwer to his Argument from Fear; not
the .capfe of Natural, but of Civil Society,
which'weare not now treating of. Sec?. 6.

Anfwer to his Inftances from the Compa-
ny he had kept ; which being fome witty, ill-
natured Men, 116 ftandard can be taken from
. thence of the naturc of all Men. SeZ. 7.

"Anfwer to his” Argument concerning Do-
minion: No Man ‘able by his ewn fingle
Power to forceall thereflt of Mankind to fub-~
mit to his Will,  Secs. 8. c '

Mr. H. himfelf doth not deny, but that
Men' cannot {ubfift or live without Society,
- thonigh to evade this, he confounds N atu.r?l‘

T with
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with Civil Society; -the abfurdity of which-
is expofed by fhewing. it to be hefides the:
Queftion, Sei?. 9.. .- R

. "Fhe Heads of the Second Principle. ..

. T lmt all Men are by Natare équ'l,;: A N

HisArgument Froved from Men’s mutual
avill and power of hurting each other ;iand-
chiefly from the power which all Men, even:
the moft weak, have of taking away ‘each
othe’r}g 'liVes:r Sect. 1. I 3 " f h 4
- Anfwer. ' 'This equality, though granted,.
doth not prove th:(tlaﬂ -M’eniare%)yz,N ature’
equal as to all things, Se#. 2, S
 *"The Heads of the'Third Pririciple. -
That there s « marusl wilk o defve in f Men of

hurting each othen.r” - .. ..

. His Argument propofed, Thattho’ fome

Men'according to the natural equality will al-
low to other Men the fame things asto them-
felves; yet that the major part of Men are
not fo modeft, but will arrogate themfelves
Lonour above others, or elfe will affault other
Men’s Goods, or Perfons,out of a falfe efteem
of their own power ;- frem thence arifés a ne-
ceflity. of others defending:their Peiffons and
~ Goods againft them. This proved alfo fro}xln

: ’ i the
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the - gredt Contention ariﬁ?g ax{:gbng Men
y from many

from ftrife of wit ; And la
defiring the fame thing atonce.  Seé. 1.

Anfwer. None but Fools and wicked Men

can have a defire to hurt thofé that have done

them no injury ; fo that this does not reach
all Men, ror yet that even thefe have awill -

to hurt all Men alike, but only thofe that
ftand in their way, or whofe Goods they
defire, -Self-defence argues no defire of hurt-
idgot §l'S’.'i 'ao 2. ’

Anfwer to his 2d Amt, from Men’s
contention’ of Wit ; di of Opinion, no
gaé gtound of Men’s deftroying each other.

e 3. o )
~ Anfwer to his Argument, from Men’s de-
fire to think well of themfelves, and to con-
temn others; wiz. That this Obfervation
doth not reach all Men, but only thofe fool-
g,hg and unreafonable Men he defcribes,
- Aisfwer to his Argument, from many Men
defiring the fame thing at once. ‘This, tho’
true among Brutes, and Wicked and unrea-
{onable Men, yet doth not reachall Mankind,
fince Reafon ditates the contrary ; God hath
beftowed enough of the neceflaries of life a-
mong Mankind in the ffate of Nature, {o that
they need not fight for them.  Sed?, 5.

Heads
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* Headsof the Fourth Principlg. '
has Nata(e h@ﬁ given to all Wwiigift'w aﬁ
things, : o
Mz, s Afﬁtl, ment propofed, That all
Men havinga Right to preferve }hégnfelVeé,
have alfo a Right to judge of the means of

H

 their own prefervation ; therefore whatever
. they think conduges thereunto, they havea

Right to, let it be what it will ; Profit being

| here the only meafure of Right. Seé. 1.

Apfwer. Mr. H’s Argument reduced into
a Syllogifm, fhews, That all Men have not
a right toall things, but only fo many of
them as they fhall think neceffary for their
own prefervation : Yet even here that Men’s

falfe Judgment cont'eminﬁ the means, cannot
t

ﬁ':ve:them a Right to all things whatever,
tho” judging never fo urireafonably.  Seé. 2.

- Farther proved from Mr, H’s own Defi-
- nition of right Reafon; Right never ufed

roperly, but with refpeft to fome Law 4¢-
Eﬁowtc}:i’ged by Mr. Ifelfitmfelf, in hisTrea~
tife De Cive. Mr. H’s Errorsand Confradi-
&ions of himfelf about the ufe of the word

Right Reafon.  Set. 3.. ,
- Not true, that in 2" Commoffwealth the

| g:blick Reafon, ‘or Law théréof is always to

taken for Right, or that no Man can di-
L e ftinguith

ey
« -
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ftinguifh true Reafon from falfe, but by com.
paring it with hisown. Mr. H’s Argument
reduced into a Syllogifm; whereby it ap-
sears, That the major is falfe. Men’s falfe
f:(aigments, or Reafons, cannot alter the

Nature of things, nor can give them a Right

toall things. Se#. 4. . o
. Mr. H’s Brror in this. matter; whence it
proceeds, Sect. 5. - ~ e

No Ruleof deciding any doubt, or diffe- .

rence in the ftate of Nature,. but the Nature
of things, or confent of the Parties concera..
ed, Sect, 6. . S sl s
Humane Nature will ever dcknowledgé a
difference between. Right and Falfe B;e'a_?on,"

and that according to Mr. H’ own definitiy

onof it -Sect, 7. - . R
- But toeyade this difficulty, Mr. H.: fup.

pofes all Men to be neceffarily evil,or to befo

by Nature, The Argument of the Author
of Traétarys Theologico-politicus, to the fame
effect; That whatever Action, though never
fo wicked or unreafonahle, anyMandoth; he;
hatha Rightto doit, becaufe hie could a& no
otherwifeat that time.  Sec?.'8, .. - . .

. Thofe Arguments refuted : Neceffity ne-
- ver called a Right, that word being never
ufed, but with relpe® to.Men capable of
Reafon, and Deliberation ; Men of i found
Minds, and mature Age, canngyer plead 1gs

Y

norance, -

[
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porance, not to be excufed if they volunta~

rily give themfelves up to be governed wholly
by their own Appetitesand Paffions. ~ Seé?. g,

I10. ' - - . . S
" Mr. H’s Excufe ;. That inthe fateof Na<-

fure, and where there is-no Legiflator, Men’sPaf-

fions are no fins. An{wered, fince thereisno -
‘State either Natural, or Givil, Wherein God
. ceafes to be aLegiflator, or thatthe Taws of

Niture are not properly Laws.  Seé., 1o.
- Mr. H’s Artifice in taking away all Pree~

. dom from Mankind, and makingalt Ations
~ neceffary,whereby he deftroysall thegrounds

of Moral Good and Evil; his contrai&in%,
himfelf, when heacknowledges his Righto
‘all Men to all things to be unprofitable, fince

- himfelf before makes Utility to be the meafure

of all Right.- o |
‘The Heads of the Fifth Principle.

" That in the [tate of Nature, whatfogver any one

doth to another  is no injury.

g 1 L
. Mr. H's Arguments for this; That in the
fate of Nature there are no Laws; where there

is no Law, there is no. Injuftice ; where there ss .

no Injufbice, there is no lnjury 5 Juftice and In-
juftice, no Faculties eitbe;']' of]tée Body, or Mind,,

for Izjuﬂice [uppofes fome Propriety or Dominion,

which cannot be jkppq/i*d in ‘t/n': -States The

{fame

-
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fa:}g Qpinion held by Epicsras long ago.
Seit. 1. ' ‘ |
dnfwer.  The Dilates of right Reafon;
or the Laws of Nature, aré thie Laws bf God,
and thexefore give every Maii d Right to his
Life,and all means neceffdry thereunto: So,
that Whateverd Man enjoys by the .l'}‘i‘ghf- of -
Nature, it muft pe Injury and Injuftice to
“takeit dway. And Mr: H. limfelfagrees, that -
to be Ipjuriays, which is repugnint to
right Reafon ; that is, toany known Truthy
that may be colle@ted froin thebce: He like-
wife acknowledges the DiQates of right
Reafon to be the Laws of Nature, and there-
fore muft confera Righttoevery Man totheir
Lives, and all the neceflaries thereof. Sed. 2.
. Yet Mr. H.when he is hard preft, can’t de:
ny, but that there iay be injury dorie to'ano-
ther, in the ftate of Nature; as when a Son -
kills his Father ; but He hath this Subterfuge,
thata Son cannot be undetftood in theState of
~ Natureto his Father. This Opinion confu-
ted : Thatevery Manowes the like gtatitude
toany Othefwho fhould maintain and edu-
cate him, as to his Father; and it would be
gs :(fnugh injury to hurt thé one, as the other.
ek, 3. . .
-, This Argament in his Le, falfe and preca-
rious:. For if Gody in the State of Na-
ture, is truly a Legiflator, then the. LaW%.
o
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of Nature are truly Laws; but sbisisalrea<

dy proved.  Seit. 4. e

That nothing is Good or Evil in_th §qa;e‘gf :

Natare. . P

Mt. H’s Reafori for it : That every Man'in
the State of Nature, makes bis own Judgmeéns
or Appetise the Rule of Good and Evyil ; which
are ever underftovd with refpeét to the Party rhat
ufes them ; and that in the fate-of Natare, is
either every Man's own [elf ; or ina Civil, of the
Perfons that reprefent the Commongpealth.

. Selt. 1.

This he explains Phyfically irhis Human
Nature, from the different vdtib}is'w‘i\icl,i
thofe Objcéls produce in the Brain, proceed-
ing from Men’s different Temperaments.
Sest. 2. | R

Anfwer. Mr. H’s uncertainty and loofe-
nefs in his Notions of Good or,Evil obfer-

yed. Sect.

Thatnotwirhitanding the variety of Tem-
pers or Humours, or the different Genius of |
particular Nations in fome Cuftoms, &-.
ﬁt they for the moft part agree in certain

otions neceffary for the common Good .
and prefervatiori ; and confequently that of
all Mankind. Sest. 4+ «

o A
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. A-more certain Account of Good and Evil
as well Natural as Moral, than what Mr. H.
hathgivenus. Sect. 5. L.
- Mr. H. notwithftanding all he hath faid
to the contrary, acknowledges a Common -
Good in'the ftate of Nature,  Sect, 6. -

The difference between a Natural and a
Moral Good, and wherein it confifts. ~The
confounding of thefe, the great caufe of
Mr. Hs. Errors in this Matter:  Secz. 7. ..
. Mr. H.fometimes blames this narrow Hu-
mour in fome Men, that defire nothing but
their own private advantage ; and likewifg
confefles, that That is a greater good which
‘benefits more Perfons, than what doth good
~but toafew. Sect. 8 ,

That notwithftandingall that Mr. H, hath
faid to the contrary, all rational and good
Men muft acknowledge, that to be good;
which tends to the happinefs and prefervati-
on of Mankind, and which may likewifeany
ways contribute to effe¢t it: That if we do
not make the common Good of Rational A-
gents, the end of all our A&ions; all our
- Notions about Moral, as well as Natural
- Good, will be various and uncertain. Secz. 9. -

 The




The Hedd:i of ﬂje "-Secio:?d‘ *Partf“ 5 4.I ,
The Heads of tlic Seyéitth Pinciple. -
.T};at the ijte of' qure is a jlate éfn@,; .

. That all Mr. H’s precedent - Principles;’
tend only to prove this darling one : If there-
fore, thofe are well anfwered, this Principle-
muft fall. His' new Reafons in his" Levia-

- than propofed : He deduces this ftate of War
from Three Caufesin the Nature of Man. -~
" 1ft. Competition. 2dly, Diffidence. 31y, Glos.
ry. Bach of which do in theit turns make
Men fall together by the Ears. - A ftate of-
War, not only that of aftual Fighting, but

all that time wherein Men’s Inclination to it
may be certainly known ; illuftrated by a Si~:
mile of Rainy Weather.  Sget. 1. | - -
Aunfwer to this Argument : °Tis firft obfers,,
ved, that Mr. H. differs in his manger of pros- .
ving the neceffity of this {tate of War ; dif
. fers in his Leviathan, from thatin his DeGé- . -
e : Since he here only fuppofes fuch 2 War -
- to be lawful , ‘without. any, other proof.
-2d. Obfervation, That this Author inthis
Argument here propofed, doth ftill take the.
- Natural ftate ‘of Mgn otﬁj{ﬂtgm_his Paffions,
without any conlideration of Reafon or Ex-
perience ; which is contrary to what he had
before laid down, when he made Experience
R any
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any of the Faculties of the Mind. Yet that

none of thofe Paffions do neceffarily and in-

~ inevitably hurry Men into a State of War.
Sect, 3. o )

Thitfn_one of thefe Perfons, if governed
by Reafon, ought toincite Mento War; and
that Reafon can never perfwade Men to fall
tsogethcr by the Ears, out of Competition.

ect. '
Th:’Diﬂidexce of others, can never, if
duly confidered, be any Motiveto make War
with all Men ; fince fucha War is not on-
ly deftrutive inits own nature, butalfo im- -
. prafticable. Sect. 5. |

Mr.Hs, appeal toexperience of what Men
do for their own fecurity, anfwered, as alfo
his Simile from the Weather. Sect. 6.

He himfelf grants that there was never
alually throughout the World, fuch a ftate
of War, as he defcribes. His inftances
from ‘the Savage People of America make
rather againft, than for him ; proved by Au-
thorities of Travellers. Secz. 7. :

- His Inftancefrom the practice of Sovereign
Powers, proved to be of no force. Sect. 8. '

Anfwer to his Argument from the Paffion
of CHory , which doth not inevitably hurry
Men to War, finceit is more often maftered.
by other greater Paffions ; as Fears of Dea;gh‘, |

. - Defite.
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Defire of things neceffary, &c.  Obfervation;
"That the fame Paffions which excite Men to
War, doalfo, with him, atother times per-
fwade them to Peace; and that thofe Paffi-
gns are really thé more ftrong, thit do fo,

ect, Q. . g

Mr?H’s Argumest from certain peculidri
ties in Humane Naturé ; when Men cannot
live as fociably with edch other ds Brutes?
The 1. Competition for Honours, &c. An-
fwer, No Argument to be drawn from
this, in the ftateof Nature. Sect. 1o0.

His 2d Reafon anfwered ; ‘Fhat the Com-
mon Good, among Brutes, differs not from
thi¢ Private, as it does among Men. Sect. 113

Anfwer to his 3d Inftance; That Crea<.-
tures-not having the ufe of Reafon, do not

~ find fault with the Adminiftration of the

Commonwealth; That this canbe no Argu:
ment in the ftate-of Nature, befors Com:
monwealths are inftituted, e, Secr; 12.
Anfwer to the 4th Reafon; That Brutes
have not the ufe of Speechi, and {6 cannog
make Good feem Evil, and Evil, Good : Men

~ not _in a_worfe condition than Brutes, by

reafon of Speech, But rather in 4 better
Sect. 13. o

. Anfwer to his §th Reafon; That Brutes

do not diftingifh betweed Injury and Da-
mage, whereas it 'is otherwife in Men:
Sects 14, R 32 Anfwes
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" Anfwerto his laft Reafon ;- That the agree-
ment of Brutes is natural; butin Men Arti-
ficial. Sect. ‘15, - c

* So much granted Mr, H. That Men are
tormented with divers Paflions,which Beifts
" are not: and fo on the other fide, Mén are
endued’ with’ other Paffions, Which -move
them more {trongly to Concord. ~ Sect. 16.
A farther conlideration of the abfurdity
and inconfiftency of this Hypothefis, of a
Natural ftate of War, Seet. 17. -

R “The Heads of the Eighth Principle.

That mutyal Compacts of Fidelity are void in
the fiate of Nature ;, but not [0 in 4 Common-
'\ owealth: - ' :

" His Reafon for it: Becanfe where Covenants:
are made apon a mutual truft of future Perfer-
mances, either Party may chufe whether be will
perform, or not;, becaufe be is not fure that the
other will perform bis Part alfo : And of this he
is the fole judge : But that it is otherwife ina
Civil State, where there isa common power
to compel either of them that réfufe. Sect. 1.
- The reafon apparent why he fuppofes Ci-
§il Sovereigns always ina ftate of War.
ect. 2, .t

- ~ Upon

A
-
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. Uporr thefe Principles it is- altogether in -
vain for Princes or States, to make any -
Leagues -or - Trgatxes of Peace.with each"
- other. This Notion gives them alfo a Right-

of pytting to Death or making Slaves of Am-.
. baffadors, and all thexs that come into thcrr"
Dominions. éect 14, -

That_upon this Principle of Mn Hs, 1('
Compa&s do not bindin the ftate of Nature:-
neither-will they be of any force:ig a Civil
State,: if either all, or the major part of the
Cqmra&om, {houl,d have all 2t ‘oneé a mind-
to,. brcak them, "u Fon pretence, that eicher!
others. do_not perform their Parts, or that :
they fear they.would notdo ir.; Seat. 4o -+ -
. Mr. H. far exceeds. hstaI’eei Epzmru:m

tlns Eyil Prmcxgle. xé.er; Se

P

The Heads- Qf&h@ Nmth Puncilpfc

Tbe Law of Natute isnot trulya Lat; unlefs as
9t is delivered ix. tbe Ha{y bmfmra

HIS Reafons for it Thar thaugb rltqy are
Dictates of. Reafon, yet for-want of ‘s~ Legifla=
tor, -and-of fiifficient fecutity for thofe that fbal
obferve them,. they ste hot: Laws, bﬂt as. aelz-
vered in Scripture.. Seit. 1. o

- That hath ‘been already prov cd xhat chxs
Law of endeaveuring the common Gaed, is

the fum ofall the Laws of Natwke, and that
s R3 - pro-
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Proceeding from God, and eftablifhed by fuf-
ficient Rewards and Punifhments ; it hath all
the conditions requiredtoa Law. Thatthe
defect of other Writers, in not taking the
like Method, hath been the caufe of Mr, H’s.
and others falling into this Error. This
Law not being given in any fet form of
Words, no Qbjeftion againft itscertainty, ot
plainnefs. Sect. 2. ' L
This Law of Nature being to be colle-
&ed fromourown Natures,and thatofthings,
is capable of being known even by perfons
borndeaf and dumb. Mr. H.acknowledges
thefe Laws to be properly {0, as proceeding
from God. His allowing that thofe Laws'
oblige only toa defire or endeavour of the
Mind, that they fhould be obferved, a meer
Evafion.. Anfwer to his Objeion, of the
want of Rewards and Punifhments, he him- -
felf having obviated this, by confeffing in
his Lev. that they are eftablifhed by natural
Rewards and Punithments: if the Law of
Nature is not properly a Law, then theréare
no natural Rights properly {o called. Sect. 3.
" Anfwer to his main Reafon; That we are
not obliged to external A&ts, for want of fuf-
ficient fecurity ; That if this were a fufficient:
Objettion, then neither Civil Laws would
eblige. Divine Punifhments, as certain as
Humane, Sect. 4. - '
R R That
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- *That Men’s gteateft Security confifts.in a
firi& obfervarion of all the Laws of Nature,
Mr. H. in fomeplaces acknowledges, That

~ ifwe donot obferve the Laws of Nature, we .
{hallfall into other Evils,. befides thofe that
proceed from the violence of Men.  Seét. 5.
Two Reafons propofed ; thewing the falfe-
nefs of this Argument of M. H. Theone,
the Declaration of all Civil Sovereigns con-
cerning Men’s Innocency tillaccufed; The
other from, Mr. H’s owh' Coiiceffion of ‘a
‘much greatet infecurity that will follow from
‘theif fioh-cBfervation ; (4i%.y a Wap of aJl
Mer agaiah ll, whillis the il suiféra-
ble State of all others. Se#, 6, 7. 7 -

. The Headsof the Teifrth Principle. -
Phat the Laws of Nature are ﬂa:ltgfazle .at . the

. "That thisisbut a confequence of isfoiner
Prisiciple, Thus nothing is good-or ‘evil-in the
ﬂage_ ' Natuye ; his Arguments for this Prin-
~ ciple, Becaufe it proveeds frowi Civit Laiws, tha:

euery Man fbesldhave di :‘n&"R‘gb‘nfoﬁim)f%
as alfo (bould ot invade _th,%é of otherss it fol-
lows that thefe Precepts, Thios foaht honoar thy
Parents, Thow fbals wot hill /8. ate ‘€l
Laws, and that the Eaws-8fN3jedre prefcribe
- shedamethings, yet implicitely ; for the fame

o K R 4 Law
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Law commands allcompa&s tobeobferved: |
“and that to yield phedience, when obedience
' is.due, was covcnanted at the'Intitution .of
 thé Commonwealth ; and therefore. whate.ver
~Civil Sovereigns- command concgrning thefe
thmgs, muft be obeyed, fince they alone can
“appoint what fhall be yours, or anmhers or
‘what (ﬁall be Murther, Theft, . - Segty .

N othing wntten py Mr.H, more wlgked-
°1y ot Joofely, nor ‘wheréin liemore contradisls
‘Thifnfelf, than. iii this Principle. ;. The main
foimdatmns of which are already deﬁro ed.

No Com fa,&s made at the Inﬂxgutl (n fany.

Coinnio alih,, Whic[l can, be of greatér
“force’ thanﬁw Law.o f Natyne, - rhe dredd-
ful confequerices that will olfow from the
congrary Principle ; Mr. . allowing even
dolatry it felftobe lawful if commandegl\hy
the Suppeam Powers. © )\ .

That the Secondary I.aws of Nature can
aever contradi@,, or alter thofe that aré prior
10 them, as.more conducmg 10 the cobttoh
good 5 though Civil Laws may. refbrajn;- oc
enlarge feverab particular inftances; * Hl&rEx-

‘ ;g'mple of the: Lﬂmlemomm Boys aﬁfw:eréd
i ep ‘ '\‘\,‘A,l -’--\\ otk th

LA concludmg ml’tance in-anfwet to thi§
fr,om that Law' of ours,: 'agam{’c relit‘ving
wandrmg Beggars Sdf 3., ot
; 'becer-
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Uncertain, whether Mr. H. broached this
dangerous Doring out of ignoﬁ;nce, orde-
fign of flattering Civil Sovereigns; yet that
by this he endeavours to deftroy all Vertue
and Goodnefs in Princes;-and all obligation
of Obedience in Subjetts, whenever they are
firong engugh torebel. Sei. 4. -

The Conclufion ; containing an Apology
for the length of thefe Confutations. Sect. s.

The
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The Second Part:
Wherein the Moral Principles of

M. Hobb’s De Cive & Leviathan,
arefully Confid’red, andConfuted.

. INTRQDUCTION,

§." 3.7 YHough perhaps it mj not feem -
ORI unuugeceffg . after {0 much’'as
.- M hathbeenfaid,toprovethe cer;
taiaty, and conftantobligation of the Lawof
Nature, of endeavouring the Common Good
of all rational Beings ; more particularly t8
confute the Principles of Epecuras, and _his
Follower, Mr. H. it being a trus Maxim 1
other Sciences, as well as Geometry, Regtuns
off indsx [ui, & obliqui : Yet fince thofe Au.

. thors have notonly poifoned the World with

P

their pernicious Tenets, but havealfoendea-
voured to fu-fpport them with the fpecious ap-
pearances of Reafon and Argument ; 1t may
be expected that we fhould fay fomewbat in

>

\



2§2  Mr. Hobbs’s Principles

anfwer to thefe Reafons and Arguments
Mr. H.the R eviver of thofe Principles in this
Age, hath brought in his Book DeCiveg
Leviathan, to maintzin and fupport them.
And therefore I'have thou%ht fitto add fome
Confiderations, and Confutations of them,
as far as they contradi& the -Principles we
have here laid down ; and rather toput them
here altogether at the end, than in the Body
of our Treatife of the Law.of Natare; fince
there they would not only have interrupt-
ted the Coherence of the Difcourfe it felf,
but would haye alfo difturbed, and taken off
the minds of the ordinaryR eaders (for whom
- Ichiefly intended it) from a due confideration
of the trlith and connexion of the things
therein contained. And therefore 1 have
ihought fie rather to putthem here by them-
felves ; fince if you are Mafter of the foffei
fart of this Difcourfe,youwill eafily perceive}
" fot only the falihoad and abfurdity of Me! P8
Printiplesbut that it was from hisTgnetirice;
or Tnconfidétation of this great Principle of
the Comfridti'Good of rational Beings,that
he firft fellinto chofe Errors, and madepri:
vate Self-prefervation not only the firft mo-
tive’(which had been true enough) bt alfo
the fole end of all Moral A&ions, which'is
altogetlter falfe,and belowthe dignity,not'on-
ly ota Phitofopher, buta Man. I have thg‘e‘-
ST ‘ ; re
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fore gone through all his Moral Principlesin
“order ; and as for his Politick ones, if thefe
are falfe, they will need no other Confuta-
tion; and T have redtced them into certain -
Heads or Propofitions, and hdve truly gi-
ven you this fum of Arguments, that io Man
may find fault with me for mifreprefenting
his Opinions. ' S

L . .

 PRINCIPLE L
" Man is a Creature born tmaﬁ for _Soc’ie{y.

§. 1. N\ A R. H. in his Philofophical Ele-

: ments, or Treatife De Cive,
Chap. 1. §. 2. laysdown, and maintains this
Principle, and gives certain {pecious Reafons
for it’; which becaufe they are fomewhat te-
dious, anddivers of them very trivial, I fhall’
rather chufe t contract them, than be at the
trouble of tranferibing all that he Hath [oofely.
enough laid down for the maintenance of this'
Aflertion ; referrinig you, if you doubt whe-

“ther I rightly reprefent his meaning, to the-
Author himfelf in.the place above-cited. -
o Hetherein tbe.'ﬁrﬂzula_ce fuppofes, that Min “
#ot a [ocigble ereature by Nature,but only by acéi-
dent for §Man lovedMan rinturally there could be
e 50
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noreafon given why everyone fhould not loveever,
one ¢£ka§¢ being alike Man ; or why he ]lwali
vather frequent thofe inwhofé Sotiety Hononr and
Profit is conferred yather on him[elf, than others,
Therefore we do not by nature [eck Companions,
but to be cither honoured, or profited by them.
‘Thefein thefirft place;andthofeinthe fecond;
And this he thinks he hath fufficiently prov-
ed, by [bewing us for what end men herd toge-
ther, and_what they do when they are met ; for
. if they come together for Commerce-[ake, every
one minds not his Companion’s, bus his own Ins
‘tereft, If for Publick Affairs, there arifes a
certain Cours-friendfbip, having more of mutual
- fear than love ’;l-[ﬁom whence often Fadtion, but
sever Good-will is produced. If for the fake of
Mirth and Phafure, every one is wont 10 pleaje
bimfelf in thofe things which raife lang hter ; froms
whence be may(as it isthe nature of what is ridicu-
lous) by the comparifon of another’s weaknefs or in-
Sfirmity bscome more acceptableso himfelf . And he
- there proceeds to fhew frorh feveral Obferva-
tions he had made in the Companies he had
kept, That all men that comver[e together either
for the fake, or the inflraction. of others, do only
Jeek Company for their own profit,or glory, and not
the good of others ; thas icjar the love of bimlelf,
not of bis Companions : Anditherefore fince Man
cap_never feck Civil Society, but out of a defire’
 of glory; and alshough the Profiss ind Conweri-

enees .
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ences of life may be enereafed by men’s matual affiu
ﬁazce,{yet beiaufe thas may bt much better pro.
cured by Dominion: over others,than by their So-
ciety,no body cam doubt, bus thut mew are more ve
kementlycarried by thesr Nature,when fear isyes
moved,to Domsivion phan Society; thereforeis isto
be laid domn fer a Principle, Thas thecriginal of
all greas and lafting Societies did nox proveed from
the mutual Benevolence of Men, but theiy mutual
Fear ; And by Fear, as be tells us: im.she Awnota-
tion to this Paragraph, he doth not mean only t9
* be frightned, but under Poat word Fear, he coms-
prebends any profpect of a fature Evil, asto
diftruft, fufpect, beware, and. [o to provsdeshas
- they may not feay, to.be alfo the part of thefs who

are afratd;

§. 2. Haviog given youthe Author’s Senfe,

and i great part hisown words ; I fhall now
- proceed to make fome Obfervations u

them;and inthe firft place muftobferve, That

. the main ftrength of his Arguments confifts

inthe ill, or falfe ufe of thefe words, snaps for

Society. For if heonly undcrﬁzndslz:hany

that Men are born aually. unapt for Civil .

Society,becaufe they are Infants, or elfeunex«
perienced- of the Evils proceeding from:-the:

- Wants thereof; thisis indeed a greatdifco=
very, and worthy a Philofopher, that: Chils
dren, or People. without-experience;; atest;tluf
able



36  Mr. Hobbs’s Principles
able to underftand ‘the meaning or force of
Compafls ; or areunable immediately toen-
ter into a Civil State. - 'Nor is his Reaton any
better; That though Infantsand Perfons of
full Age, how unexperienc’d foever, partake
~ Humane MNature ; Yet being: thus unapt for
Society, Man is not ‘made'hit for it by Na-
ture, but Difcipline,. -~ . -

- § 32 From whence Fobfetve, That heonly
takes the meafure of Humnane Nature; from
thofe Paffions which precede the ufe of Rea-
fon, Experience, and Difcipline. And as
they firft and chiefly fhew themfelves inChil-
dren and Fools; or perfons unexperienced.
Whereas, according to the opinion of the
beft Philofophers, we fuppofe the true Na-
ture of Man, ought rather to be taken from
his utmoft perfettion, viz. his Reafon, orthe

-+ power of deducing Effe@s from their Cau-
" fes; by which alone he is diftinguifhied from
Brutes: And fo the Will may incline us to
thofe things, which Reafon fhall judge moft
- fit and convenient for our Natures. And
therefore Mr. H. doth very abfurdly, to op-
pofe Experience, and Difcipline, to Nature ;
fince whatever Men learn by either of thefe,
they muft ftill attain to it by the force of their
~ rational Natures, and thofe Faculties of Rea-

. {fon and Speech, which Brutesare not ca;pabée
D . of;
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of : And thereforethenature ofa Creature is
beft judged of from the urmoft perfettion it
attains to: As the nature of a Plant is not to
be taken from its firft appearance, or as foon
as ever it peeps out of the Earth, but from irs

utmoft ftate of Perfettion, when it comesto |

bear Flowers, Seed or Fruit. And'eventhat
Experience; to which Mr. H, attributes all-
our Reafon he himfelfgrants to be natural,
and not acquired Power : See his Leviathan
Chap. 8. where treating of IntelleGual Ver-
tues, he hath thefe Words ; The Intellectual
Vertues are of two forts, Natural, and Acqui-
red. By Natural, Imean not that which a Man

hath from his Birth, for that is nothing elfe but

- fenfe, wherein Men differ fo little from one ano-
" ther, and from brate Beafts, as it is not to be
reckoned among it the Vertues. But Imean thas
Wit,which is gotten by Ufe only,and Experience,
without Method, Culture,or Infraction.

§. 4. T'o conclude this Head, I defire thofe
Gentlemen of his Opinion, to take notice,
That all Philofophers, and Writers of Poli-
ticks, as well as Mr. H, were not ignorant

. how unfit Infants, and grown Perfons, with-

outexperience, or labouring under aty unru-

ly paflion,were to enter intoLeagues,orCom-, .

palts: or to perform any of the Duties of a
Civil Society : But yet for all-that, they fup-
‘ ' 8 pofed

S
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pofed Man to be born for thofe ends; which
by the force of his rational Nature, he may
at laft attain to, unlefs fomething preterna-
tural (fuch'as are thofe diforderly Paffions, or -
Difeafes of the Mind) intervene : And Ju-
venal’s Saying is as true as it is old ; Nunguam
aliudNaturaaliud Sapientia dicst. And fureitiis -
a childifh Inference,and favours more of So- -
phiftry, than true Philofophy, to fay, Mex are-
born Infants, and therefore unag for Civit So--

- ciety. Since any Country Fellow could have -
taught him better, who thinks his Son born
apt to be a Plough-man, or a Grafier, tho’ he
knows he will not be able tohold thePlough; -
until he is twelve or thirteen years of Age::
Nor yet to underftand Grazing, until he is .
ableto Ride and go to Market. = .

. §. 5. Butlet us now more particularly exa- ¢
mine the Reafons this Author theregives us,”
why Manis a Creature naturally ynapt for
Society, which he will have to be only by ac-
cident ; Becaufe if one Man loved another natu-
vallyas Man there could be no reafon whyeveryman
Jbould not love every Man alike ; or wherefore be
fbouldrather frequent thofe inwhofe company beis -
moft likely to Zl;et Honour and Proftt. Therefore we
donot naturally feck Companions, (i. e. for their -
own [akes) but either to gain Homour or Profit-
by them : Thefe in thefirft place ; but thofe in the
Second, &c. RN In
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* in apfwer to which, Igrant indeed, that
particular perfons, when they joyn with 0.
thers, in any Society ‘or Company, do ufual
ly confider fome peculiar end, €ither of Profit -
or Pleafure , which inay therice redound to
themfelves. Yet doth it ot thetefore follow
that Man is not 4 Credturédefigned by God
for Society ; or that he isnot obliged by the
Lawsof Nature,or right Reafon,tobe friend=
ly and fociable eveén to thofe from Whom nd
- prefent advantage cin béexpe&ed. For tho’ -
it be granted, that Men either from a peculi:
ar agreement of difpofitions,or that they fup<
pofe they can fooner obtain {ome pdrticular
€nd or advantage,in fome Men’s Converfati
on thah others ; and do therefote prefer fuch
Men’s Compaiy before others ; yet does not
this prove, That Man is not natiirally 4 Soci=
able Creature: Sirice he Liiimfelf grafits, That
- Men can neither live comfortably, nor be fo
much as bred up, or preferved, without thé
help and Society of others, - * . °  °
 Therefore if hie is determitied £ 'the end;
viz.Happinefs,and felf-prefervation,hé is like-
wife és'néceﬂgirily determined to thie means;
 (wiz) Society. - ‘And his inclination to thi
or that Mén’s company more than others, is
no more an Argument againft our Natures.
jie’gan{rih'g Society, thin if I fhiould drgue;
“That becaufe I loveMutton better than Veal,
. $2 ) theres
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theretore it is not from my nature, butonly
by accident, that1am ordained to preferve
my lifeby eating. And as for the inftances
which he gives, to let us fee with what in-
tent men meet together, from what men do
when they are met. It is plain that Mr. H,
here confounds that natural Society, which is
abfolutely neceffary for man’s prefervation,
- with thefe particular Companies , which
men keep for their greater pleafure or
advantage. And tho’ I havealready granted,
that fome men’s particular profit or pleafure
" may be promoted or incrafed, by frequent-
ing fome men’s Companies, rather than
. others ; as fuppofe there be a greater agree-
ment of difpofftions; or that we have been
more ufed to this or that man’s Company by
Education, or long Acquaintance, &¢. And
though it be likewife granted, that a man
does more frequent their Company, among
whom e finds moft honotir and profit;Since
every man may lawfully purfue hisown plea-
~ fures and advantages (if he knows rightly
how to judge of them;) Yet this doth not at
all contradi¢ man’s fociable nature, provided
the common bonds of Society be not thereby
broken and difturbed, by any man’s more
particular Interefts or Inclinations ; and God
hath not {0 dqﬁgned us todo good to others,
asthat we fhould negle& allcare of our fg!ves;
—_— 2 1ce
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Since this natural fociablenefs is.fo tobe ob-
ferved by Mankind, that by a mutual com-.

‘munication of humane affiftances, and other
‘natural goods between divers perfons, we-

may more cotiveniently promote our own:

pleafure or advantage jointly with that

of others ; feeing thar mutual love and bene-
volence is to be obferved among men, tho’
not otherways related to each other, than by

the common relation of Humanity, and -

with whom we may preferve a fufficient
Concord, by doing them good, rather tham

hurt , whenever it lies in our power. A

Man likewife when he joyns himfelf with -

fome'particular Company,will firft to be fure
confider his own pleafure or profit, before

that of his Companions : Yet ought he not

fo to confult his private advantage, as that
the good of the Civil Society, or of Man-
kind in general, be thereby prejudiced, by
injuring any of its particular Members : And
a man as well in Natural, as Moral and Ci-
vil AQions, may propofe his own plerfure
or profit, in the firft place, though he may
alfo intend fome higher or noblgy end of

his thus a&ting. Therefore a man who in--

g .

tends to marry, may lawfully ptopofe to -

himfelf his own pleafure and fatisfaltion ;

. tho’ thegreat end of Marriage, (and which

he may alfo chiefly éntend) be the propaga-

3 ‘ gation
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gation of mankind. So likewife a Mafter:
or Tutor that inftrus others, may lawfully
propofe to himfelf his own profit or advan-
tage thereby ; though he may alfo ultimate-
ly intend the inftruétion of his Scholars, or
Pupils (that is, the common good of Man-
- kind)as the great end of his taking that pro-
feffion. Se likewife in Civil Societies or
Commonwealths, a man may propofe to
himfelf his own Security, Profit or Honour,
- asa'reafon why he beftows his time and la-
‘bour; or ventures his life in the fervice of the
Publick : And yethemay further propofe to
himfelf the love of his Country, or the
good of the Commonwealth , as the great
énd of his A&ions.

~§ 6. So that is toas little purpofe, which -
Mr. H, alledges, Fhat the Original of the
greateft and moft lafting Societies, to wit,
Commonwealths, did not proceed from
mutual good-will; but mutual Fear; (the
word Fear being ufed for any forefight, or
precaution of a future Evil) For we are
not here confidering the original of Civil So-
cieties, but of that natural fociablenefs a-
mong men, which we look upon as moft ne-
eeffary and dgreeable to the nature of man ;

- though fome particular men being alfo fen-
fible how obnoxious they were to the inju-
ries of thofe who fought their own pleafurcg |
B o)
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profit, without any confideration of the
intereft or good of others, did, to prevent
them, unite themfélves together in . that
firicter League of Amity, called Civil Soci-
“ety. Sothatthiscommon Amity or Benevo-
" lence, cannot be omitted to be firft {fuppofed,
even in the very conftitution of Common-
‘wealths : Sinice thofe who founded them,
muft have been before united, either by fome
natural relation ; and a mutual confidencein,
or- benevolence toward each, other; altho’
perhaps, others might afterwards, out of
fear of their Power, or a liking of their
Government; be’ compelled or allured, to
join or affociate themfelves with them. ‘
§. 7. Butas for the inftances Mr. H. gives
us of thofe who feek Society only to cenfure
the Lives and A&ions of other men, thereby
to gain glory to themfelves, from the Follies -
or Infirmities of thofe they converfe with;
Such fort-of Converfation, confifting for the
moft part of fomeidle ill-natured men, who
‘count themfelves Wits, and have little clfe -
to do, but to fpeak ill of, arid cenfure others,
does not concern the major part of Ma nkind ;
who needing cach other’s Society, for mote
pecefary occafions, have commeonly other
Bufinefs todifcourfe of, when they mect. '

P 6. 8.
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§ 8. Asforthe reft ofthofe things he fays,
That the neceffaries of life may be much bet-
‘ter procured by dominion over, than by the
Society of others, that isaltogether falfe, and
precarious; fince no man by his own fingle
ftrength, and without the voluntary help or
. Society of others, could ever yet fubdue, and
make Slaves of all other men he met with:
" And thereforeif any man ever increafed his

natural power or advantage over others, it
was not by virtue of his own fole power ar
ftrength, but by men’s deference to hisVa-
lour, or Vertue, when they chofe him for -
their Head, or Leader; or elfe that they fol-
lowed him, and obeyed his Commands as
 their Father, or Grandfather, out of Reve-
rence to his Wifdom, or Gratitude for his
Benefits. ‘ -

§. 9. Toconclude, He himfelf there objefts,
-that'men cannot grow up, or live contented-
ly without theSociety and Affiftance ofothers:
And therefore cannot deny, but men defire
the Society of each other,their nature compel-
ling them thereunto. Butto come off from
this Obje&tion, he will have nothing called
Society, but Commonwealths; which, fays
he,are not meer Meetings, but Leagues, and
Confederacies, for making of which Com-
patts are neceffary. And therefore flill ar-
B gues,
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gues, that Infants, and thofe that are unex-
rienced, are uncapable of them, &. From
which I fhallonly obferve, That Mr. H, im-
ofes upon himfelf, and others, by ¢con-
ounding that firft, and moft natura] amity,
and fociablenefs of Perfons of one and the
famne Family, as of a Husband and Wife,
Parents an:\y Children, &¢. towards each

other, with that astificial Society, which. =~

proceeding wholly from Compa&t, wecall a
Commonwealth: So likewife he impofes on
his Readers in the ufe of the words Natare,

. and Nataral (as I have partly fhewn already)

for by thefe words is commonly underftood, -
either fomething that is by nature infepara- -

~ bly proper taits fubje&, as to a Fifhto fwim ;

and other things are natural and Iprope:r toa
v , but as of
fuch a fpecies, and at fuch an age; as for a
man to goupon two Legs, and fpeak. Laftly,
It fometimes fignifies an aptnefs in a Subje&
to receive fome farther perfetion byCulture
and Difcipline, with which Nature intend-
ed it Thould be endued. So the Earthis intend-
ed by Nature forthe produétion of Ve%etable.s;
however it doth not naturally bring forth all -
Plantsin all places alike,without Plowing, or
Setting;yet are not thefePlants fo fown,or fet,
lefs natural for all that: So likewife I have
already proved, that whatever perfection we
o attain

~N
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attainto by the power of our Reafon or Ex-
-perience, it is not -lefs natural notwith-
anding. | -

-

PRINCIPLE IL-
Al Men by Nature are equal,

§. 1. Hich he thus undertakes tomake
. outin the Chapter laft cited,§.3.
The caufe of mutual Fear confifts partly in Men's . -
watural equality, partly in their mutual Will of
barting ; from whence it happens, that weare
" méither able to expect [ecurity fromothers, nor
yet to afford it toour [elves; For Z we confider
" Men grown up, and take notice how frasl the
Frame of a Man’s Body is (which failing, all his
force, firemgth and wifdoms fails togethier with i)
and how eaffe it i for any the moft weak, to kill
the firongeft Man ; there is no reafon, that
any Manirufting in his own flrength, (bould fup-
" pofe himfe ﬁ;pm'or by Nature to others. For
thofe_are equal, who are able to do the like things
4g4izﬂ each other ; but thofe who can do the great-
est thing, that is, take away life, are able to do
like, or equal things toeach other ; therefore al
Men are Zy nature equal, that Inequality which
now is, being introduced by Civil Laws. '

§. 2. Be-
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§ 2. Before I anfwer This, T {hall firft
make thefe Conceffions and Limitations:
Firft, 1 grant that all Civil Inequality of Per-
fons is’introduc’d by Civil Laws. 24/, That
there is alfo fuch a natural equality among
men, that there is nothjng which one man
can arrogate to himfelf asa man, but by the
fame reafon which he jud%es it fit or necef-
fary for himfelf, he muft alfo judge it alike fit
and neceffary for another man,who ftandsin
like need of it. * Thus if Vituals, Cloaths,
and Liberty, are things neceffary for hisown
being, and prefervation, they are likewife . -
equally neceffary for the well-being and pre-
fervation of all other men, and confequently
that they have a likeRight to them; from
- which natural equality proceeds that great
Rule of the Law of Nature, To do 2o Others,as
we would have Others do to Us : And in this fenfe
1 agree with him, thatall men are equal ; fo
~ that taken thus, it is {o far from being a caufe
of War, or Diflention among men, that it ra-
ther perfwades to amity and concord : Yet
doth not this equality hinder, but that there
is notwithftandirig a_natural Inequality of
ftrengthor power amongft men, both in ba-
dy and mind ; finceany man, that doth but
obferve the great difference there is in both
the ftrength and underftanding of fome per-
fons above others, but will grant, that there
e . ' ) R A . ./..iisl
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is as great, or greater difference between
fome men and others, than there is between
fome Brutes (fuppofing Apes, or Elephants)
and men in underftanding:Yet does there not
~ any natural equality follow from the Reafon
Mr. H. here gives us, That thofe are equal,that
are able to do the like things o each other, to wit,
take away their lives : For befides that, there
arefome born maimed, and cripled, or elfe
fo void of underftanding, as notto have either
the will or ability tc hurt or kill others ; and
if a Coward and 4- Stout man ‘are to fight,
orayery Weak man and a Strong, will any
man fay that they arean equal match? And
this Mr. H. tells us, That it is eafie for the
Weakeft to kill the Strongeft man;, hegrants it
muft either be by chance, cunning, or [urprize.
'I grant indeed it may happen by chance, and
yet this will not make the match to beequal ;
any more than it is in Cockfighting, where
the Gamefters will lay five tooneon fuch a
. Cock’s fide againft another fet down to fight
with him; and though Ferhaps the weaker
Cock may happen to kill the ftronger by a
chance-ftroke, yet no man will therefore af-
" firm that both thefe Cocks were equal by
Nature; the fame may be faid of Men. But it
may be replied, That there is a great diffe-
rence between Men and Beafts, fince though
brutes cannot, yeta man weaker in body ocxi
min
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mind than another, may join, or combine. -
with one as wife and ftrongas his. Adver-
fary, and then they will be an equal Match-
in point of ftrength. If this were a good Ar<
gument, it would prove more than,or rather:
contrary to, that for which. it is defigned ;
for this weaker Man may combine with one
as ftrong and wife as the other, and thenthe
odds will be appearently on the weaker man’s
fide :- But if I-Thould grant the utmoft that
cag be ask’d, thatboth thefe Men’s witand,
ftrengthtaken together, are ftill but an equal

- match to the other, may not this wifer and
- flronger man as well alfo combige with

others as twife and ftrong as himfelf, and
then will not the Inequality be much greater. -
than it wasbefore? And as for eunning, or -

_ furprize,it fignifies as little,fince the ftronger

man may be ds cunning as the other, and -
may havealfo as good luck in fuprifing him’
at unawares ; butitis indeed a very trivial
Argument toprove this natural equality, be-

caufe thofe are equal that are able to do;

the like things to. each othier: fince this
were to level Man with the moft defpicable
Creatures; for there is fcarce afy Beaft,nay
Infe&, fo weak, but may fometime or other
deftroy a man by force, or furprize ; and we-
read ofa Pope who was choaked by fwallow-
ing ofa Fly inhis Drink ; which: xl}l,t could be
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fuppofed to be done by the Fly on purgofe
wgglod make the Fly and the Pogé to ‘cgonai
by Nature. ’ o

s e amide

PRINCIPLE IIL

That there is a mutualwill oF dgﬁ(g in all Men i
. ‘the flate of Nature, of burting edch other.

§1.° Hich Mr. H. thus endeavouirs to
'V provein the fame Chapter of his
De Cive, '

Thereisa will (fays he) indeed in allMen Zf
doing burt in the fbate of Nature but not from the
fame caufenor alike mllpable. Fof oneMan,accord-
dng to a natural equality, allows to others all the -
Jame things as to himfelf, which 4s the part - of
a modeft man, and of one that rightly meafures
his own fivength ; another efteeming himﬁl{f Ju-
perior to others, will have things to be lawful
for himfelf omly, and arrogates an homour to him-
[elf above others, which is the part of a proud
difpofition ; therefore the will of burting is in this
Man from a wasn gloryand afalfe g;feem of his
own power, as it is in the other from a neceffity o
defending his own Goods and Liberty againf¥ the
‘dtlier’s violence. Befides, fince the firife of wit
isthegreateft amongft Men, it is nece[fary thas
very great difeord fbowld arif from that Conten-
‘  tiomy
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tion ; for it is not only odious to contradiét, but
alfo not to confent Zfor not to confent to another
in a thing is tacitly to accufe him of error in that -
matter ; [0 likewife to diffent in very ma? things,

3.5 s mych as to count him a Fool , which may ap-
pear from hence, that no Wars are more [barply
profecuted , than between different Seits of the °
fame Religion, and the Faitions- of the [ame
Commonwealth, where there is a ftrife concerna
irﬁ Doétrine , or Civil Prudence. But fince .
all pleafure and [atisfaition of mind confiffs
- in this, That a Man may have [omewhaty by
which, comparing him(elf with others, he may
think wvery well of himfelf ; it is impofible but
that they [bould fbew their mutual hatred and
contempt [ometimes, either by laughtar, words
or ge]{;re: s or by Jome outward fign, than
which there is indeed no greater wvexation of
mindy neither from which can & greater defire of
burting arife. But the moft frequent caufe.
why Men defire to hurt each other, /quings from
hence, that many defire the [ame thing at omce ;
get (which very often happens) they neither may,
nor can enjoy it_in common, nor will yet divide
ity from whence it follows, that it must be given
to the fironger ;, but who is the fironger, can pp=
by be known by fighting. ’ T

’

© §. 2. From which, I1hall firft obferve,
'That it is not true,that in the ftite of N itlllire,
' : ‘ . there
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there is in allmen alike will of hurting each
other : For in this State, the firft, and moft
natural condition to be confidered, is, when:
men have not as yet at all provoked eacho-
ther, nor done them either good or'harm.
And in this condition, none but a Fool, a
Wicked man, ora Mad-man,can have any
defire to hurt another, who hath given him
no provocation for it: Though I grant, that
thereare too many men (fuch as Mr. Hobés

- defcribes) who will arrogate more things to

themfelves, than they either deferve, or real-
Iy meed ; yet even in thefe men, thereis not
a will to hurt every man alike,but only thofe
who ftand in their way ; and whofe Goods,
or other things, they may think may be ufe-
ful for themfelves. Nor yet are thefe ail
Mankind,fince he grants there are fome,and
perhaps as many, or more,, who, according
to natural equality, will allow to others-all
the fame things, astothemfelves, which he
grants isthe part of a modeft man,and who
makes a true eftimate of his own ftrength.
And certainly, if this modeft man judgesac-
- cording to right reafon,who allows to others
the fame things, as to himfelf’; this violent or
proudman(he here deferibes) cannot acquire
any Right to the liberty or goods of others,
from his own unreafonable judgment, and
falfe eftimation of his own ftrength or _m«i:\rrit_:
o | or
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. Noris this felf-defence, of the modeft or ho*

neft ‘man, properly a defire to hurt theother;

but only a neceffity to defend himfelfagaint

his affaults, fince he had nointention to hurt

- him, before tliis violent man gave himajuft
provocation. ,

~ §. 3. Asfor that ftrife of Wit,which (as he -
fays) is the greateft among men ; though
there may be fome difference in Opinions,and

. Contentions arife from thence ; Yerdoth it

not therefore follow, that there muft from
thence neceffarily arife a defire in all men, of
hurting or deftroying others : For there ar8
many of fo equal 2nd reafonable a difpofition.
that they can find no caufe of hating, much
~ lefs of hurting others, though they often dif=
fer from them in opinion ; or that they muft
~ take all others for fools, if they prefer their
own Judgment before another Man’s.
And as for Mr. H’s Inftances, thit there
- are no Wars more fharp than thofe between -
the different Se&s of the fame Religion, or
the Fa&ions of the fame Commonwealth;
thefe Examples will not make out that for
which he produces them : Since he grants,
Woarsabout Religion do feldom happ-:-, buit
amongft thofe of different Sétsin ché fame
Religion ; which fhews it doth not proceed
. from the Natural State 6f Mankind, which
, T . ought
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ought tobe governed by Reafon, not Super-
ftition ; much lefs from natural Religion,
but from an unreafonable Superftition, or
blind Zeal, too often inflamed by the Priefts
of either Party ; making it not. their own,
but God’s Caufe, or Glory, (asthey call it) -
_ for which they would have them fight, per-
fecute,and deftroy each other. And as for
the Wars and Contentions between the diffe-
rent Faltions of the fame Commonwealth,
it is apparentthey have no place in the meer
ftate of Nature ; fince they are produced by
men’s entring into Civil Society ; and there-
fore they are not fairly urged by Mr. H. as
an Inftance of their defireto hurt each other
in the ftateof Nature. o

y §fd'r2‘ In an}i}'wer to his Aflertion, 'glmt le
atisfaction of the mind is placed in fomething,
which a mmfcomparing- bfrlf’lf witfb otbers,g rr}_afv
thereby think hiohly well of himfelf : And there-
- foreit is impoﬁZ/e but they muft declare their ha-
tred and contempt of each other, [ometimes either .
by laughter &c. than which there can be no gre.-
rer wexation, neither fromwhich agreater defire
of revenge doth ufually arife. o,
_ I thusreply : Firft, Neither does this Ob- -
- fervation reach all men, fo that they muft
needs take pleafure in putting a higher value
- upon themiklves, than they deferve ; or ghlz:t
' - right
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right Reafon,or Prudence, thould perfivade
them to affront others, either by Words ot
Aé&tions:Neither yet to take for Affrontsand
- mortal Injuries, all thofe things, which any -
Ailly,ill-bred Fellow may happen to do: Since
fuch quarrels do not proceed either from
Nature, or Reafon, but from foolifh
Cuftoms, and bad Education; as appears
in' making, gsving thelie, an affront, which

) | )
was not I?), tll about an Ageago; neither' .

is among other Nations, but us Exrdpeans,
any occafion of a Quarrel : Noryet is there .
any neceflity, but that men may, and often
do differ froms each other, in opinion ‘and
words too, without giving one another the
 lie, or any juft occafion of offence : And
therefore thefe dre no fufficient grounds to
raife a general Rule of the Natural ftats of
all Mankind, from the indifcretion, .or il}
mannersof fome, nay many men,

§. 5. Asfor his laft Reafon, from the de-
fire of divers men at once to the fame
‘thing, which cannot be decided without
“fighting, | SR
Inanfwer to this, I grant thismay betrue
amongft Brutes ; as alfo amongft” brutith
- and unreafonable men : But fince God hath
_ endued men with® Reafon, either to divide
- the thing, if it be capable of divifion ; or
‘ : 2 elfe
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elfe toufeit by turns, whereitis not, where
divers have an equal Right init ; or elfe to
“leave it wholly to the firft occupant ; fincee-
very man hath natural Right to what hethus
acquires, as is fully proved in the precedent
difcourfe. Therefore granting men’s Lufts
and Paffions do often encline them to War
and Contention,yet are not the ythereforede-
termined, or neceffitated thereunto ; feeing
God hath given Man Reafon to forefee, as
alfo to prevent the evils of War ; and has
likewife endued them with as ftrong Paffions
(asMr. H. acknowledges) to incline them
to peace ; as hath been more fully made out,
when we fpoke of the Natural State of Man-
kind : Neither in the ftate of Nature, hath
God made fo niggardly a diftribution of
things, that no man can defire, or makeufe
of any thing neceffary for life, but prefently
- another muit ftart up to be his Competitor
for it: Since if men lived according to right
. Reafon, and the neceflities of Nature, and
_ftill ufed the Pruits of the whole Earth in
Common,there would be yet lefta fufficient
ftock to fupply the Neceffities of them all,
- without coveting the Goods of others, or ta-
~ king away that they are already poffefled of.

“PRIN.-
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’

"~ PRINCIPLE IV.

That Natare hath given'to every one 4 Right fs
~ all things. De Cive. C.1..§ 10

§ 1.7 W HAT is (ashe explains it) in a
' _ " wmeer natural flate, or before men:

‘were obliged to each other by any Compacts, it

was lawful for every oneto do all things whatfoe.

“wer, and ag ainft whomfocver it pleafed them [o to
do ,', and to poffefs, ufe,” and enjoy all things,

which he would or could ; but Since whatfoever
tln’nis any one would have, either feem good

for himfelf; becauf be defires them, and do. ei-

ther conduce to his own prefervation; or at leaft
Jeem to conduce to it : And whether thofe things'
do really conduce to this end, he [uppofes be hath

- n the former Article proved the Perfon himfelf

tobe fole jadge.  Sothat thofe muft be counted as

~ necef[ary means, which he judges as fuch : And

by the 9th Article \az‘oregoing, thofe things are
done and enjoyed by the right of Nature, which do
necef[arily ¢onduce to the prefervation of bis omn
life and members : Whence it follows, to have
and do all things in the flate of Nature, is lawful

for all Mén ; and this is what is commonly faid, *

That Nasure bath given all things to all Men :
Fromwhence alfo it 15 underflood, that in the ffate
of Nature, Profit or utility, is the meafure of
Right. T3 W hich
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Which Argument in his Annotations to thiz
Article, be thus explains and contracts, - ‘
Thists foto be underftood, that That which
any one may do, in s meer natural flate, is injuri-
045 10 5o Man : Not that in fuch a ffate it is im-
polfible to fin againft God, or “to violase the Laws
of Nature ; but injuftice tovards Men [uppofes
Humane Laws which are not in the fase of Na-
ture. ~ But thetruth of the propefition [o under-
- food, is demonfirated to the mindful Reader, in
#he foregoing Paragraphs : But becaufe in Jome
cd/e:, the Imrd:z;[c oj}:he Conclafion drives out
the Memory of the Premifes, he contratts the Ar-
gument,andlays it thus to be feen at once; By Artic.
the 7th it'is proved, that every one hath a Righe
of prefervirg himfelf ; and by Artic. the 8tb.
Therefore the fame per[glm hath a Right to ufe all
means nece[ary thereunto. Bt by Art.the gth.
Thofe means are ncee(Jary which he fball Judge to
be fo. Therefore the fame perfon hath 4 Rigl;t to
have, and poffefs all things which he (hall Judge
weceffary for his omn prefervation : T/Jer:{ore
inthe judosient of the doer, that which is s ne,
15 cither by Right,or by Injury. Confequently it is
done by Right, becaufe in'the Jtate of Nature no-
rhivg isimparions, -~ T -
I havemadzbold to add this laft E€laufe
“from what went beforé, becaafe'otherwife

the Argumentisimperfed.

R .
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Therefore it is evdently true, That in a meve
natural State, every man hath a Right to all

§. 2. Forthe deftroying of which Princi-
ple, asalfofor the anfwering the Arguments

- which he brings to fupport it, I fhallin the

firft place obferve, That the Author’ Conclu-
fion which he makes from his Premi{es in his
‘Annotations, viz. That everyman hath 4 Richt

0 doand ﬁoﬂeﬁ all things which he limf:If j?;.zll

judge neceffary for his own prefervaticn, is not.
the fame which he draws from the fame Pre-
mifes in the Text, (viz.) That every maniiath
a Right 1o have, and do allthings in the fface of
Natare. For indeed from his own Principles
no other Conclufion can follow,than what he
hath now drawn'from thence in his Annota-- -
tion ; for.no man in his right Senfes ever yet
judged, that to have, and do all things what-
ever, was abfolutely neceffary for his pre-
fervation ; only that he had a Right indefi- -

nitely toas many of them as he fhould judge

neceffary for this End. 24/, Neither ought
aman in the ftate of Nature to propofe the
bare prefervation of his ownLife,andMem-
bers, as the only end of living, fince that may
beenjoyed by thofe who arereally very mife-
rable, as may be obferved in fuch as labour
under tedious and conftant Infirmities,or are

' T4 con-
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condemned to the Mines, or Gallies, or fuf.
fer themfelves tobe carried away by any do-

' mineering, or irrational Appetite or Paffion :
And if the prefervation of man’s Life and
Members were the only ends oflife ; then if
another in the ftate of Nature {hould threaten
to kill or maim him, unlefs he would deny,or
blafpheme God, or murther his Father, it
were upon this Principle lawful,nay neceffa-
ry for himfoto do ; it being the only means
by which he could preferve his Life and
Limbs. 34}y, Neither doth any man’s rafh or
falfe judgment, that fuchathing is neceffary
for his own prefervation,confer on hima right
to that thing ; for then God Kad given hima
Ri(iht toall things he thould in any paffion,or
rafh and inconfiderate humour fanfie neceffa-
ryfor thatend,tho’ it really tended totheirde-.
ftruQion, or that of other innocent men ; So
that if a man fhould think the bload of his
deareft Friend would cure him of fome Dif-
temper he lay under, he might lawfully up-
onthis Principle murther him (if he coulddo -
it fafely) ; And then God fhould have given
men a Right of deftroying themfelves and o-
thers, whenever they thought (though falfly)
that it conduced to their prefervation, the
fatisfaGtion of their unreafonable Appetites or
Humors : fince fuch an unlimited Right,or

ather Licenfe,can be fo far from conducing to

L. » bl ‘. - . . . ) : . any

.
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. any man’s prefenfvatioh ,thatifany men fhould

ever have gone about to put it in pradtice, it
would have long fince produced not only
their own deftruétion, but that of all Man-
kind.- . -

§. 3. And if Mr: H hi$ own definition of
right Reafon be true. 4rz. 7throf this Chap-
ter, That it is 4 liberty of ufing a man’s Faculties
according to right Reafon; then certainly right
Reafon can never judge contradi&ory Propo-

" fitions to be true, as that I fhould in the ftate

of Nature have a Right to all things my
Neighbour was poflefled of,. and his life into
the lg)argain, if I thought it might conduceto
my felf-prefervation ; and that this {hould be
likewife as true, -and rational a Conclufion,

“that he fhould have the like Righ# again{t me;

fince the word Right is never ufed by any
Wrritersof this Subje&, but with refpe& to-
fome Law either Natural,or Civil,which Mr. -
H.acknowledges inthe next Chapter, Arz.1ft,
in thefe words. But L/t'rzce all do grant that to,
be done by Right, which is not done contrary to

. right Reafon, we ought to fuppoje that done by

Injury, which is repugnant to Right reafon ; or
wlich contradiéts fome Trath collected from true
Principles by right Reafon ; bus that is done by
Injury,whic tk;ine againft fome Law, therefors

' ggbt Reafon is a cértain Lam,wbi;h is called na-

" tural,
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tural, fince it is not lefs a part of Humane Na-
ture than any other Faculty or Affection of the
Mind : as Mr. H.himfelf confeiles in this 2d
Chapter of this Treatife De Cive, §. 1. tho’
he ftrives toavoid the force of it in his Anno-
tations to this Article ; where, by right Rea-
fon in the ftate of Nature, he tellsus, He
Aoes not thereby underfland ( as many do } any
snfallible Faculty in Ilen, but the Af of Ratio-
cination ; that is, every Man’s own Reafon con-
cerning his own. Aitions, as they may redotind
tothe profit or hart of himfelf, or other Men ;
and the rez}z’ﬁm why e calls it a Man’s own Reafon,
is, that though in a Commonwealth the reafon
thereof, that is, the Civil Law,is tobe taken as
sight by allthe Subjects ; yet out of a Common-
wealth, whera no Man can diftingus(b right Rea-
fon from falfe, but by comparing it with his own,
every Man’s.omn Reafon is not only tobe taken  for
“the Rale of his own Altions, bat alloin his own
Affairs,for the meafure of all other Men’sReafon :
But how this will agree with what follows,
I cannot tell ; When he calls right Reafon that
which concludes from true Principles;becaufe thas
in falfe Ratiocination, or in the folly of Men not
obferving thofe duties towards others which are
necef[ary to their own prefervation, confifts all the
iolation of nataral Laws,
‘But how falfe Ratiocination,or folly,fhould
give them a Rightto all they have 4 mind gt)
v . a
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a& thustowards others;I cannot apprehend ;.
but from thefe words of Mr. H. I {hall ogly
obferve, That though Ido not fuppofe Rea-
fon to be any infallible Faculty, any mere
than the cafting up of an Account .intoa
Suin total, though falfe, to be right Arith-

metick, or true Counting ; yet by.right

Reafon when it is not erroneous, is -to-
underftood the true exercife of that Facul-
1y, not erroneous in its judgments,and there-
fore doth not confift in the bare a& of Ra-
tiocination, but in its true effe@s ; thatis,
when true Propofitions, or Premifes, being
laid up in the memory, thofe Conclufions are
drawn from thence, which when- they are
praltical, and contain true, moral Rules of
life, are called Laws of Nature. .~
§. 4. And thereforeit ismnot true, thatin
a Commonwealsh the publisk Reafon,or Law

thereof, is to be always: takeg tor Right ;

for then if the Laws of the Common-wealth -
{hould enaé Parricide, .Ingratitude, and

- breach of Faith, tobe exercifed as Vertues,
- and to conduce to the good and prefervation

of Mankind, they muft prefently become

- fo; which, I fuppofe, neither this Author,

nor any rational Man would affirm.. Noris -

~ his other Propofition any truer, that out ofa

Commonweaith, no man can diftinguith

with



284 Mr. Hobbs’s Principles
with hisown ; and therefore that muft be the
meafure of all his A&ions, from whence he
deduces the Right of all men to all things ;
which Argument I fhall reduce into the form-
of a Syllogifm, that you may the better judge
ofitstruth. It is lawfulin the ffate of Nature
for every one to poffefs all shings, and do all
‘things towards all men, which [ome ?w%re fball
think necef[ary for the prefervation of his own
" Life and Members : But thofe things that every
-man himfelf (ball j:die to be nece[Jary to his pre-
fervatsonythofe the only Judge in this cafe judges
20 be neceffary for thisend ;, (for he had proved
before,that himfelf is the only Judge in the
ftate of Nature,what things are neceffary for

‘his prefervation;) therefore to heve, and do all..

things, &c. is necefJary for a man’s own prefer-

tainly falfe,becaufe thouﬁha man’s felfbe the
fole Judge iu the ftate of Nature,yet he ma
~ give a"fae Sentence, and fuppofe thofe
things to be neceffary for his prefervation
which really are not ; Foras in a Civil State,
_ thebare Sentence of 2 Judge cannot confera
. trueand equitable Right on any man toan
Eftate, if the Judge determines contrary
to all the Rules of Law and Equity. So
likewife in the : ftateof Nature, a man’s
own judgment can confer no Right to him,
when he quits the only true Rules ofdhis
| . ' Judg-

+
wvation. Inwhich Syliogifm the Majar iscer- =
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Judgment, which inthis State can only be
the Laws of Nature, or right Reafon,
and the nature of things, and Mankind,
from whence only they are drawn. Norcan
there be any State fuppofed, either Natural, -

Eere isno Rule of Hu-
mane Judgment, fothat whatfoever a man’s-
mind fhal ~rafhfy fuppofe things to be,
they muft prefently become fuch as he hath
fanfied them: becaufe the utility of thirigs ne-
ceffary for the prefervation of Humane Na,

. ture depends not upon men’srafh judgments,

but upon the force of their natural Caufes ;
and a man by thus fafly judging, that he had
a Right toall things that he hath a mind to,

~ and that they are abfolutely neceffary for his

refervation,can no more make them become

o, than if he fhould judge that Ratsbane
were Sugar-candy, it would be thereby pre:
fently turn’d into wholfome Food : So like- .

- . wife thofe, general, and univerfal Caufes.

which procure the prefervation, or mifchief,
of Mankind,do depend upon fuch fixt Princi--
plesin Nature,as are not to bealtered by the

- judgment of any !{udge, whether hebea fin--

gle man in the ftare of Nature, or the Su-
pream Powers in a Commonwealth.

§. 5. But
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. § 5. Butthis Error of Mr. H. concern-
ing the force of his Sentence,which thus falf~
ly pronounces an abfolute Dominion over all
men, and all things, to’be neceffary for his -
prefervation, and thereby to confera Right .
thereunto. ; feems to proceed from hence,
That he bad obferved in a Civil State the
Sentence of the Supream Magiftrate, or
Judge, had that forcewith the Subjets that
whether his Sentence were according to the
Rulesof Law, or natural Equity, ornot, it
was neverthelefsto be obeyed,and fubmitted
to : Whereas this Submiffion proceeds whol-
lz from. their Confents who inftituted the
Commonwealth, in order to the -publick
Good, and for the putting fome end to Con-
troverfies; for all the Subje&ts muft fubmit
to the Judgment of the Supream Power, or
‘Magiftrate, whether it be Right or Wrong ;
becaufe they are all fatisfied, that it conduces
more to their common quiet and fafety, that
fom few - fhould fometimes fuffer throughan
unjuft Judgment, than that Controverfies
~ thould be endlefs,orat leaft not without Civil
Wars, or Difturbances. Wherefore it is evi-
dent, Thatitisonly from a greater careof
- the Comimon Good, than of the Lives or E-
ftates of any particular perfon thatlaysa
foundation for thisPterogative,which though
Igrantbelongs toall Supream Powers, yetif

;  this
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this once come to be generally and notori-
oufly abufed by a conftant courfe of wilful
VioK‘.nce, Oppreflion and Injuftice, that the
Subjefts cannot longer bear it, they will
quickly make their appeal fomewhere elfe,

unlefs they:are hindred by fome predomi-

nant Power, or Force over them.

§. 6. But on theother fide it is certain,
That men in the ftate of Nature cannot ad-
mit of any final Judgment,or determination
of a doubt or difference, befides an Evidence
. either fromr thethings themfelves, or from
that truft or credit they place in fome men’s
Judgment or Teftimony, wherebyall man-

ner of doubt or fcruple being clearly remo-

~ ved out of the minds of the Parties concern-
ed, it appears evident to them, that they
- arenot impofed upon ; neither can there be
any end of debates amongft divers Preten-
ders, unlefs one Party being convinced by
the ftrength of the- other’s Reafons, come
over to his, or their Opinion ; or elfe being
fatisfied of the Knowledge and Integrity of

_fome Third Perfon,asan Arbitrator,do wil-

lingly fubmit to his Sentence. -

§. 7. For Humare Nature will -ever ac-
knowledge a difference between r'ight Res-
fon, and falfe ; and betweena jLft, andan

' | unjuft

N
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unjuft Judgment ; and ’tis only Truthand
right Reafon that have this Prerogative, that
~ they can confer a Right on us of doing thofe
things which. they prefcribe. For even
Mr. H. in his definition of Right, acknow-
ledges, that it is onlya liberty of ufing our
Faculties according to right Reafon ; where-
as all Error, or falfe Judgment, whether &
be concerning Neceflaries for the preferva-
tion of Life, or in any other pradtical matter,
can give no man a Right of doing that which
.he then falfly judges neceilary for his prefer-
vation.And therefore Mr. H.by this Conclufi-
on, wherein he acknowledges, Thar right
Reafon is that which concludes from trae Princi-
Ples; and likewsfe that in the falfe Reafoning,and
Joliy of men, in not underfianding their Duties
towards other menconfifts all the violation of the
Laws of Natare ; grantsas much asI can de-
fire. But how this will agree with that loofe
* definition of Reafon,where he fuppofes every
man’s reafon to be a likeright, I defireany of -
his Difciples to fhew me. Therefore to con=
clude, I can onlyallow that to be pratical
, riiht Reafon,which gives us leave to under-
take things reafonable and poffible, and that -
forbids a man to arrogate to himfelf alone a
dominion over all men, and all things, which
is ieedlefs and impoffible,and indeed wholly
pernicious to his prefervation. o
S §:8. Bus




Confiderd and | Confuted. | 289

. § 8. Butto avoid this difficulty, Mr. H.

and his Followers fly tothe Subterfuge of a

- natural neceffity.in Men, that do judge thus
* fafly, and a& contrary to the Laws of Na-

ture,or Reafon : And therefore in his Preface
to this Treatife, he fuppofes all Men ta be evil
by Nature, and makes them neceffarily determi-

E " med by by their Appetites and Paffions (before they
© .are endued with Reafon and Difcipliue t0aét mij-
‘chievonfly; and unreafonably; andtherefore tells . .

ws, that Children, unlefs you give them every
thimg they defire, cry, and are angry, and will

Sftrike their very Fathers and Mothers ; and it

#s by matare they do [0, and yet are blamele[s ; as
well becanfe they cannot burt 45 alfo thas war'z;ing

" the afe of Reafon, they areyet free fromi all its

Daties : Bat the fame perfons, when grown up
and baving got flremgth mag’b to bargt, if tbqy,

 bold om to do the [ame things, they then begin both
20 be, and to be called evil. Sothat awicked Man

s alwoft the [ame thing , as an overgrown Child,
or & Man of & childifb difpofition, becaufe there is
the [awe defect of Réafon as that age, in which

. by Natare; improved by Difcipline, and experi-

" emce of its imcomveniences, it commonly happens

10 be amended. So likewife the Author of T r4c-

 satss Theolggico- Politicus; who more openly

than Mr. H. (but upon thefame Principles)
endeavours to deftroy all Religion, both Na-
iural, and Revealed, argues to this purpofe,

. U in
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in the 16th Chap. of hisfaid Treatife. Firft,
By the Law of Nature, He underfands nothing
- but the Nature of every Individual; according to
which, we conceive each of them naturally determi-
ned to exift 3ﬁer acersain manner. Thus Fifbes
are ordained to fwim, and the great omes to de-
vour the lefs : Therefore Fifbes livein the Wa-
ter, and devour each other by the higheft Right :
For Nature confidered fimply, hath a Right to all
things it can do, or its right extends it [elf, as
 far as its Power ; Since the power of Nature is
but the power of Godywho hath the higheft Right
to all things. But becaufe the power of Univerfal
Nature, is nothing but the power of all the Indivi-
dual Creatures together, it follows that every
Individual hath the higheft Right to all things
it can do ; that is, it extends it [elf as far as sts -
Power. And fince it is the firft Law of Nature,

- that every thing (bould endeavour, asfar as it is

able, to preferve it [elf in its Natural State : and
that,without any confideration of other Creatures,
but only of it [elf: Therefore it follows, that eve-

. xy Individual hath the higheft Réght to exift and

operate, as st tsthus naturally determined : Nor
will he allow any difference, by Natare, between
Men and other Creatures ; neither between Men
endued with Reafon, andthofe that have not yet
attasned the ufe of it ; neither between Fools and
Mad-men, and others that are of [ound Under-
[fanding ; and his Reafon is this, For whatever
Lo - any
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any Creature doth by the force of its Nature, i
doth it by the higheft Right, viz. becaufe it ails
as it 45 by Nature determined, neither is st able to
act otberw;'/é : Therefore among Menwhilft con-
iving under the meer Empire of Na-

ture, as well he that doth not yet ynderftand Rea:

farsyor hath not acquired a habit of Virtue, lives

? the higheft Right, according tothe Laws of
his own Appetite as well as be that direits his Life
according to the Rules of Reafon. So that as 4
Wife-man hath a Right to all things that Reafor
dictates, or of living according to its Raules: Sd
ltkewife the ignorant and fbolz]E hath a lske Right
to all things whichtheir. Appetites defire. So :24;
every Man’s Natural Right, is pot. determined by
Right Reafon,but by Power and Appetite. For
all Men are not natuyally ordained to operate ac-
cording to the Laws of Reafon, but on the con<
trary axe borm ignorans of all thiggs ; and before .
they come to know the true Rules of life,or acquire
e habis of Vertus, a great part of their life flips
away, thy’ they are never fo well educated : And
therefore be concludes phat whasever any one does
in ordgr as hethinks to his own prefervation, or
the fatisfaition of Senfual Appetites, whilst he is -
in this meer flase of Nature, st is lawful, becaufe
the only Rule he bath to act by,
_ §.9. Having given youall that can be faid
for this wicked,, as {VJC“ as foolifh. Opinion,
J 2 in
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in thei owh words; I fhall now endeaveur
to confueit, Tn ehie fieft place therefore I ob=
* fervethat this which they call ehe Righe of
Natyre,and which MiHdefines to bea ftate
pfpettett Liberty, is intheir fenfe no other
than thatof abfolute neecflity : And therefore
I ﬂﬁl\lleazi% it t?aﬂ}: P;»embieelk* to judge how
~ properly this wo to Biutes,
fﬂfmfm@_ Fools. lgor' theé‘%;rd Régﬁisg
ufed by thofethat tieat of Ezhicks, only in re-
of reafonable men, as capable of deli-
beration and judgment, and endued with -
fieedom of Adtion, and fo fubjedt o Laws.
Fox to call that neceffity,by which Fifhesde~
vour each other, and Mad-men beat their
K@g@"‘ a Righe, were as proper totalk of a.
Right es to fall downwards 1o Philox.
aphers but thefe, ever ufing the word Right
For Nieceffity,but a liberty left by the Law of
Nature, of a@hng according to Reafon: 2ly.
The kit Author confounds the nature of
afts, Fools and Mad-men, who have no
kwowledge of a God, or fenfeofa Moral
Good and Bvil, with thatof rational Creax
tes, whoate ordained for greater ends, andt
tobe governed by a higher Law, than that
ofmeet Appetite of Pailfion 1 And I defive
thefe emen o fhew us,that fuch warea~
fomable Apgetiwsand Paffions do neceffarily
and inevitably carry men to aét conftantly
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according to them ; fo that the men had then .
nopower left,tooppofe,refift or reftraiathem 1
andthe’ we grant that Children are not yet
feafible,and Fools and Mad-men ave perhaps.
never capable of the Laws of Reafon or
Nature,and fo canno be fubj:& to them,nor
aretobe efteemed amongft voluntary Agenes;
Yetdoth itnot follow, that thofe ehat are of
Mature Agé, and found Minds, and fo ean-
not plead invincible ignoranee of the Law
of Nature, but out of theirewn wilful Hu-
mour, or unreafonable Appetites, negletto
know or learn, orthrough wilful Ignorance
tranfgrefsic,(hould elaim the likeBxemption,
And admit we are notangry with Children,
or natural Fools,if they ery for, or takeaway
any thing they foe jand we pity mad F@@pl@. :
even While they are eutragious with thofe

 that tend ’em : However we have not the

fame forbearanee and pity for men of found
Minds, and mature Age, if they dathe like
unreafonable things, and gevern themfelves
bi/ no other Law, but their own unreaiona-
ble Appetitesand Pafflons ; feeing 1t was in
their power both to have knewn and acted
otherwife ; and to have deliberated. and
judged, whether it were not better for
tgem to forbear fuch evil Ats, than o do
them. :

Uy § 18
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- §.10. Neither can invincible ignorante be
any excufeasto them ; for though perhaps
they may not have Brains fit for the Mathe-
- maticks,or may not be ableto deduceallthe
Laws of Nature from their true Principles ;
vet by the Precepts of others, as well as their
own Reafon,and the obfervation of their own
Natures, as wel] as other Men’s, they might
eafily have learnt all the Duties 6f an honeft
Man ; that is, their Duty towards their
Neighbour, by that Golden Rule, of doing
as they would be done by : And their Duty
towards themfelves, by endeavouring their
own true happinefs and prefervation, by the.
only meanstending thereunto, viz. Without
injuring others ; and doing their Duty to-
wards God, in reverencing him,and obeying
bis Will,when difcovered to them; @ifo in
endeavouring, to the utmoft of their power, -
the Common Good of Mankind ; all which
Principleshave been ever o natural to Men,
that they have in all Ages acknowledged
them to have ftill remained the fame.
Therefore Mr. H. as alfo the Author of the
Treatife laft mentioned, are very much mi-
~ ftaken, {o dire&tly to oppofe our knowledge
of the Laws of Nature, tothe Rational Na-
ture of Man ; as if he were fo much beholden
to Art for them, that he could never haveac-
quired them himfelf, without teaching ;
v y WItH which
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which wereall one asto fay, That becaufe
moft Men learn Arithmetick , therefore
it is fo abfolutely befides, or above Nature,
that no Manever attained it of himfelf,which
is contrary both to Reafon and Expericnce,
fince both Aritmetick and Geometry, as al-
fo Ethicks, muft have been naturally acquired
by thofe that firft taught them.

But 1 have already fufficiently prov’d by
Mr. H’s own Conceflion, That Reafon and
Experienceareasnatural to Humane Nature,
as Hunting is to Dogs, tho" in both of them
there is required both Exercife and Experi-
ence to learn it.

§. 11. Nor doth Mir. H’s Excufe, which
he gives usin the 13th Chapter of his Levia-.

. than, fignify any thing ; (viz.) That men’s
- Paffions in the ftate of Nature are no Sins, nor

the Attions which proceed from them, as long as
they fe n0 Power which can prohibit them ; For
er ¢an a Law be known before it be made,
neither can it be made, till they have agreed
upon a Legiflator. Sinceit may beeafily an-
fwered, that Mr. H.allalong proceeds upon
this Falfe Suppofition, That God isnot a Le-
giflator without Divine Revelation ; nor that
the Laws of Nature are properly his Laws ;
both which Affertions,if they have been pro-
ved falfe in the preceeding Difcourfe, it will
' U4 certainly
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certainly follow, that the Laws of Nature
or Reafon proceeding from God himfelf,
are truly Laws , and the A&ions prohi-
‘bited by them are Sins, although Men will
not through wilful Ignorapce difcover this
Legiflator, nor,’ will ‘confent ‘to' his Laws.
And Mr. H. himfelf acknowledges in his
Chapter of Laws, that the Subje&slie under
an Obljgation to obey them,if it can be made
appear tothem that the Legiflator is endued
with a Supreme Power over them, and hath
both fufficiently eftablifhed, and promulga-
ted his Laws ; both which may be trulyaf-
firmed of the Laws of Nature. -

" §.12.But indeed Mr. H, and his Followers
have done very cunningly in taking away all
freedom from Mankind,and to fuppofe anab-
"folute neceffity of all moral A&ions; fince
they could not otherwife deftroy the Laws
of Nature,and equal Men with Brutes, but
by pulling up all the Foundations of Moral
Goodand Evil. : ‘ ‘ ‘
But Tneed fay no more on this Subje&to
fhew the folly and unreafonablenefs of this
Opinion,than to put down Mr, H’s words on
this Subje& in Art. 11, of this Chapter, .
Where he confe[fes that this Right of all men to
all things, is abfolutely unprofitable for Mankind
becanfe the effeit of tgia Right is.all one, as i
S ~ S ' there
[}

-
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there were no [uch Right at all. For although
anyman might [z of every thing, This is mine;
et could be not ufe it, becaufe of bis Nesghbour,
who might by an equal Right pretend that it was
bis. 'Which is as goodas to own, that this
Rightis noneatall : For he himfelf’ip the Ar-
ticle_before-going, makes Utility to be the
meafure of afl Right: but hereis a Right
without any Utility at all ; therefore thefe -
words Right and Unprofitable,are contradiGo-
ry ; for Right refers in this definition to fome
ufe or profit that a Man may make of his na- -
tural Liberty ; but tobe "Unprfgﬁtdle, owns
that there is no ufe or need of this natural
Liberty in that matter.

PRINCIPLE V.

That inthe ffate of Nature, whatfoever any one
© doth_to another, cannot be.injurious to any
' P e':/b”o ’ ) .

§ 1. Ecanfe fays he, Injuftice towards men

Juppofes Humane Laws,none of which
areyet in being in the meer ffate of Natare, De
Cive, Cap. 1. Annot. ad§. 10. which hethus
likewife endeavours to provein his Leviathan,
Chap. 13. Where there is no common Power,
there is no Law; where there is no Law, %o In-
o juftice;
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- juftice ; Force and Fraud are inWar the two Car-
dinalVertues, Juftice and Injuftice are none of the
Fiaculsies either of the Body or Mind;If they were,
they might be in 4 Man that were alone in  the
World,as well as his Senfes and Paffions:They are
all Qualities that relate to Men in Society, nat in
Solitude.It is confequent alfo to the [ame condstion
that there be no Propriety, no Dominion, no
Mine and Thine diftintt but only that to be eve-
7y Man’sthat be can get, andfor [olong as he can
keep it : All which is no more than what Epi-
curns long ago aflerted, as Diogenes Laértius
hath told usinthe Account he gives of his
Life and Opinions, To this effe& ; Thar be-
tweenthofe Animals which cannot be joined by any
Compait or Bargain, that they (bould not hurt
each other, there és no Right, or Injury : So it
3s likewife amongt Nationswhich either will not,
or cannot enter into Compact ; that they do nei-
ther hurt, nor are burt ; For Injuftice is nothing
- dnit[elf ; although in fome places fuch a Bargain
3 made bymusual Compacts that they [howld not
burs each other. So t!f;t Injury is no evil in it
Jelf, but only confifts in a fear, or [ufpicion, lsft
3t fbould not be concealed j{;m thofe who are ap-
pointed Revengers of fuch Injaries,

§. 2.Inanfwer toall which, I doubt not to
prove, that thefe Principles of Epicarus, as
well as of Mr. H and hisDifciples,are taken
1 up
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up without any juft or folid grounds ; for by
the di@ates of right Reafon, confidered as

~ (they are indeed) the natural Laws of God,
a perfe& Right is given to every Man to his
Life,and all thofe neceffary means thereunto,
without which he cannot fubfift. For what-
evera Man enjoys by the Right of Nature,
it muft needs beinjury and injuftice to take it
away : for every invafion or violation of ano-
ther’s Right or Property,is Injury, by what-
- ever Law he enjoysit : And much more if
that Right be conferred upon him by the
Law of Nature, given by God as a Legifla-
tor, than if it proceeded from meer Humane
Compalls. And thoughMr. H. here afferts,
‘That no injury can be done to any Man,
with whom we have made no Compa& ;
yet Chap.2.Art.1.0f his De Cive,he fays, That
fince all men will grans that to be done by Right,
‘which is not contrary to right Reafon ; we ought
20 believe that to be done by Injury, which is re-
pugnant to right Reafon ; that i, which contra-
diéts any Truth collected by right Reafon from
true Principles : But what is done by Injury,we
acknowledge 0 be done contrary to fome Law.
So that here he grants, that an Injury
may be done contrary to the Laws of
Nature, before any Compadt, or Tranflation
of our Right to another ; and fince he
there acknowledges thofe Diftates of
Reafon to be Laws, I would fain fee l;)ox{n_r .
» : | -~ thofe
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thofe cangive anymanfuch aRight to invade,

or violate the Rights ofanother: For Right

(as hehimfelfwell defines it) being a Liberty
granted by right Reafon, requires that Men,
who pretend toatt or fpeak according toits
Diétates,thould not at contraditorily to its
- Principles, or Conclufions. And *twere to
*~ no purpofe for him to fay, that the Injury
is done to God alone,when his Lawsare ro-
ken, unlefs he can fhew that thofe Laws of
God do not confer a Right on Men to their
. Lives, and all the neceffaries thereof  and do
not likewife prohibit others from violating
this Right fo granted, ‘

§. 3. But yet this Author, when he is preft
hard, does acknowledge, that there may be
injury done to another out of Civil Govern.
ment : For it being objetted, whether ifa
Son fhould kill his Father in the ftateof Na-
ture, hefhould not do him an Injury ; hean-

- fwers,That 4 Som cannot be underffood to be in.

/

4 natural Stase in ro[{?eﬂ of his Parents,he being

as foon as ever he i bors, under their power and
command, towhom he owes his being and profers
wvation,
Yet fure a Man’s Parents,by begetting and
breeding him up, do.not thereby acquire 2
oroperty or dominion over him as long as he
ves; though I grant Children, w elci by
. are
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Marriage, or otherwife,they become lawful~
difcharged from the government of their
rents, ftill owe a filial piety and gratitude
to them ; and tisa great impiety and injury
- jn Children towards them to hurtor deftroy
them, though they are nof under then'
wer and eommand. So hkewxfe the fame

w of Nature, which preferibes Gratitude
to thek our natural efators , doth

~ make it Injurious for any Manto hutt,or lnll

any other Perfon, who had educated,

) phaintained him, orotherwife highly

him, tho’ he be not immediately Subjet to:
his Power ; fince the fame LawsofGrmtude |
that make it m&gwsto hurt, or murther his

Father in the ftate of Nature, do alfo com-

- mand the like duty towards any other

Benefaltor,
§ 4 Buthis Argument inhis Leviathan is

- much moie falfe and precarious ; whenhe

- avgues, That wheve theve is wo common
vhere 43 wo-Law;, mmmummm
maalan . Al which hebri toprove |
Kof his natural ftate of War, For,
hrﬁ, nt,where there is no Com-*
mon?ower, tls, no Legiflator) thereis
o Law ' that is not true of the Laws of
if they proceed from Godasa
[@nﬂawc asI wehve ‘proved in the

BNy G Rover s mthred
mke
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miake Laws, or to {ee them obferved ; and
confequently thatit isthe higheft injury and’
injuftice to take away any thing from others
being innocent, and doing us no hurt, that
is neceffary for their Life, or prefervation,
which they arealreadypoflefs’dof,and though
itis true,that Juftice and.Injuftice are no Na-
tural Faculties of the Mind, yet right Reafon
is ; from whence all Juftice is deduced, and
which a Man is always bound to exercife as
foon as he becomes capable of being a Mem-
ber of Humane Society, (I donot meana
. Givil one) and if there be a natural Equity
(as this Author acknowledges, De _%‘iw, A
cap.14. §.14.) there is likewife a narural
Juftice,and Injyftice too: but I fhall fay more .
of this in the next Principle. -

PRINCIPLE VL
That in the Jate of Nature .tkﬂ‘ré is ﬂdbing
- Good, or Evil. o '

4. 1. Y Shall here give you Mr, H’s Opinion,

and his Reafons for it, in his own,

words, as they are in his Leviathan, cap. 6.

Whatfoever is the Objeét of any man’s ‘A[;efite,af
Defire, that.is it which be for bis part calls Good

and the Object of his Hate,and, Averfion, Eusl ;
' : B T

\
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and . of his Contempt, Vile and Inconfiderable.
For thefe words of Good, Evil, and Contemptible,
are ever ufed with relation to the Perfon that

“ufeth them, there being nothing fimply and abfo-
dutely [0 ; Nor is any common Rule of Good and
Evil to betaken from the nature of the Objects
themfelves, but from the perfon of the Man
(where there is no Commonwealth) or, (in 4
Commonwealsh) from the Perfon that reprefents
it s or from an Arbitrator, or Judge, whom Men
by difagreeing [ball by confent [et up, and make
his Sentence the Ralethereof. He fpeaks to -
the fame éffect in all his other Works ; in
De Cive, cap. 4.§. 17. in his De Homine,
cap.1 .which it would be too tedious here to
repeat, and therefore I fhallonly refer youto

places already cited. :

~ §. 2. But this he endeavours Phyﬁcél]y to

explain in his little Treatife of Humane Na-

tarey cap. 7. ‘§. 1. compared with Chap. 3.
where he fuppofes, That the Motion, in which
confifts the conception of things, without any in-
tervention of the Judgment,paffes fromthe Brain
tothe Feart ; and as it theré hinders, or helps
itsivital motion,it is {aid to pleafe or difpléa(’g 5
But that which [o- pleafes any one, he calls
Good, And that which difpleafes him, Evil
and henice from the diverfity of Conflitutions, or
Temperaments , there are divers Opinions ?;
Good |
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Good thas is nasurally and necef[arily fo.  And
in tb:{m of Natureanblameavly, from his Opi-
nion that judges it, »

§.3.Thereis nothins that Mr.Hhathwrits
ten more loofely, and unlike a Philofopher, ,
thanthefe unftable Opinions both of natura™
and moral Good and Evil. And therefore it is
a matter of great moment to have a fixed and
conftant notion of Good ; becaufe fo long as
this is fluCtuating and uncertain, all know-
ledge of our true Felicity (which is the

E‘eatcl'tGood,of everg Man) asalfo of the
ws of Nature, and of all particular Ver-
tu\?f' (which are nothing but the means and
caufes of obtaining this Good) will be like-
- wife various, wandring and uncertain.

§. 4. Therefore, although it muft be con-
fefs°d,that becaufe of fome peculiarity in the
divers Temperaments of Men, it fometimes
happens that one fort of Diet, or Medicines,
may be hurtful toone, which may not prove
foto another ; ylea, vglich Expmbeulzoebg;lh
approved,not only to be innocen whol-

« mfor others: i liket,which may
be obferved in the Genius and Manners of
Nations quire different from others, in fome
rEiC Cuftoms and Coaftitutions ; yet

 doth notany more take away the com-

, . mon,
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mon Conferit of Mankind concerning the na:
ture of Good, and its conftituent parts and
degrees, than the {mall difference of Men’s
Faces takes away the agreement between
them in their common Natures as Men, of
that general likenefs that is between them,
inthe conformation and ufe of their principal
Parts,orMéembers.For furé there isno Nation
{0 barbarous which will not oWn, that there

- are greater hopes and fatisfattion in loving,

and obeying God, than in blafpheming and
difobeying of him.Thereis fcarce any Nation
but wZat is fenfible, that filial duty towards

Parents, gratitude to their Benefattors, love -

and kindnefs to their Friends and Neigh-
bours, fidelity in their Promifes and Agree-
ments, are good and neceflary for their own:
weltare and prefervation, and confequently
of Mankind. No difference of Temper makes

~any Man in his Senfes not perceive it to be

good for all Men, that the Lives, Liberties,
Eftatesand Members of all innocent Perfons,
fhould be preferved ; And therefore that the:
killing,or robbing,or maiming of them fhould

be every-where prohibited "under the moft -
fevere Penalties. Or laftly,” What peculiar
humour in Men not wholly barbarouscan
make them not think it good and beneficial
for particular Families and Nations that the
Conjugal Fidelity of Xthe Marriage-bed,

“and
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and the Chaftity of Unmarried Virgins

fhould be preferved inviolate. The fame
may be faid concerning the Right of ufing

and enjoyingall thofe outward things, that

~ are neceffary for life,or conduce to our health,
as Fame, Honour, theeducation of our Chil-
dren,and the prefervation of Friendfhip,fince
in their Judgment concerning the goodnefs
of thefe things about which the whole bufi- -
nefs of the Laws of Nature,and of moft Civil
Lawsjs taken up,all rational Men doas equal-
ly agree intheir Opinionsas concerning the .
whitenefs of Snow, or the brightnefs of the
Sun; Though I do not lay the main ftrefs of
their obligation to thefe Aions on this ge-
neral Agreement, becaufe I have laid down
contrary Principles in the foregoing Dif-
courfe. _

~§. 5.But I {hall now proceed to give you

a more true and fetled Notion of Good and
Evil,both at natural and moral:I therefore de-
fine a natural Goodto be, thar which preferves,
encreafes, or perfeits the Faculties and Powers
of one or more things ; for by thefe effefts
that peculiaragreeablenefs of one thing with
another declares it felf to us,-and whichis
requifite to make any thing to be truly cal-
led good for the nature of this Being before

~others, Which effe@s likewife dicover to us
the hidden ‘pov_ers, and intrinfick natures of -
things. Thefeftrike upon our S,enfes,am}‘ beget

, ‘ a know-
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a knowlege inus ofthofe things from whence
they flow ; which Goods T grantmay be diffe-
rent, according to the different natures of
Beings which they refpet.  Thus a fuitable

‘Soyl, Air, and Moifture afe naturally good

for Plants,becaufe they are agreeable to their
nature, and are neceffary for their preferva-
tien, growth and perfeGtion : So likewife

» convenient Food, Health and Liberty, are

naturally good for an Animial; becaufe they
ferve for their prefervation and happinefsas
long as they continue to live. So-likewife;

~ That is alfo good for Man, which preferves

and encreafes the powers of his Mind and
Body, without doing hurt to; o prejudicing
any others of his own kind’; #ior doth the
mind of Man only nidke thefe Rules tonicera:
ing the nature of ove, or a few Creatures of -
afort, but isable from the knowledge it hath

of fingulars, to make certain general Propo-

fitians, or Conclufions, concéining what is -
good or evil; for the whole Species, or Kind,

whofe nature he hath enquired into; becaife,
fince there is the fame general naturein every

one of the Individuals of this or that Kind;
the true happimefs of one or moreof them be-
ing once known; it is eafie likewife to know

. what fhare and kind of happinefs is'to be

defired by all of them : Forit is apparent,

:I'hat the imprpvgment ofthe Undgrﬁanding3

2 . R {1
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in knowledge, and the government of the
Will by fedateand regular Affeftions;as like-
~ wile the'health and vigour of the Body, in
which the true happinefs of any particular
Mandoes chiefly confift, doth alfo compre-
hend generally confidered) the common hap-
inefs of all Men, that ever have, or fhall be
gorn, which alfomay be affirmed concerning .
the means tothefe natural Goods, and whic,
are required as neceflary toall Mankind;fuch
as Food, Exercife, Sleep, and the like ; And
this, becaufe of the identity hetween the
partsand the whole ; thatis, between the
* nature of any one, c¢r more Men, with that
whole Syftem of Rational Agents, compre-
hended under the general Name and Idea of
~ Mankind.From whence againft follows that
* whatfoever doth good to one Member, or
part of thisaggregate Body, (all the reft be-
ing unhurt,or unprejudicedthereby) may be
truly faid to do good to the whole aggre-
gate Body of Mankind ; which fhould
may excite us toa due care of our felves, pro-
vided it benot prejudicial toothersfroma con-
fideration of the common Good of Mankind.
‘Analogically unto this we may alfo judge,
that topromotethe effieacy of God’s Natural
Right to rule ourfelves,and all other rational
Creatures, is to perform a thing good, or
‘grateful to God, as Supreme Governour ﬁf
the
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the World ; and this wedo by a duecare to ..
romote obedience to his own Laws, either

* 1n our felves; or others.

And therefore, though we fo far agree
with Mr. H, that That may be called good
which is agreeabletoany other Being, and
fo muft be meant relatively ; yet doth not
thisalways refer to the Appetite of him that
defiresit,nor yet to the irrational Opinions of
any one or more Men, if they judge contrary’
to the Rulesand Principlesof Nature or Rea- ..
fon. And therefore, though aYoung Girl that
hath the Green-Sicknefs,by reafon of her de-
praved Appetite, may fanfie Tobacco pipes, .
or Charcoal to havean excellent relifh, and

{0 to be good for her ; yet will not her
thinking fo, make them become wholfome

nourifhment. The like may be faid of any
A&ions or Vices, which a Vicious or Unrea--
fonable Man may take pleafure in ; fuch as
Drunkennefs, Whoredom, ¢c.which how-
foever they may pleafe him at the prefent,.
yet will certainly in time deftroy him in this-
life, or inthat to come. And therefore it is
not true, which "'Mr. H. here lays down,.
That all Gvod and Evilare only to be taken

.in refpe& of him whom at that time it plea-

{fes or difpleafes;W hereas every rational Man

ought firft rightly to judge what things are

good, and then to defire .t%let'n , becaufe they
e "X 3 oA
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arereally fo: that is, becaufe their natura
powers or effeGtsare really helpful, or agree-’
ableto our Nature ; And to confider private
Good, as that which profits one perfon ; and
a common Good, as that which profits
waany. Not becaufe it isat that inftant de-
fired, and approved out of a depraved Appe-
tite, or wanton humour : it being only the
part of Brutes, Mad-men and Fools,to mea-
fure the goodnefs of Things, or A&ions by
their prefent Lufts,without any Government
Reafon, or Thoughts of the future.

§. 6. But Mr. H. himfelf doth fometimes
talk more foberly ; and though he doth here,
as alfo elfewhere,inculcate, That every thing
is either good, or evil, according to the opi-
nion of the Perfon that fo judges it (in the
ftate of Nature)or elfe (in a Civil State) of
the Perfon that reprefents the Common-
wealth ; yet in his Leviathan, Chap. 3o0.
when he reckons up the Offices of the Civil
Sovereign, he makes one of the chiefeft tobe
the making of good Laws. And hethere
tells us, A good Law is that which is needful
for the good of the People, and withal perfpscu-
ous ; and alittle further he thus goes on,; 4nd
therefore a Law that is not ueedﬁl, having not
the true end of a Law, is not good. ~ A Law may
be conceived fo be good, whep it is for the benefit bof
A ST Y e
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the Sovereign, though it be not necellary for the
People ; but it is not fo : where you fee, the

" good of the People (which is certainly that

Which is common to many) is here acknow-

- ledg’d by him, and propofed as the main end
- of the Legiflator’s Duty : But this end being

thus propofed, the true nature of it is firft to
be known, and determined, before any Law
can prefcribe what is good or evil for the
People. So likewife Chap. 14. §. 4. ‘of his
De Crve, fpeaking concerning the Rules of
right Judgment in a Civil State, hetellsus;

© That fince it is impoffible to prefcribe any Univer-

[8 Rules whereby all Controverfies (which will be
snfinite,) may be judged, it is [1ill underflood in

- every cafe preteymitted by the written Laws, that

the Law of natural Equity is to be followed.
Where you fee he grants that the Laws of #a-
tural Equity may be known, and followed ;
And that divers more Cafes may be deter-
mined from thence, than can be by the Civil
Laws themfe!ves. But we doonly fo fat con-
tend with him, that fome Rules of Equity.
may be fo evidently and naturally known,
that all honeftgand fincere Men cannot at all
différ about them ; though in the mean time
we freely grant, Thatthereare divers things
{oindifferent, that no homan Reafon can
univerfally determine, thatit is more necef-
fary. for the common Good, thatathing be

o X4 done,
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done, or a Cafe judged this way, rather
than the other. v

§.7. Having ftated what we mean by a na-
tural Goed, and Evil; 1 fhall now give a
right notion of a moral Geod,and how it dif-
fers from the former. A moral Good ¢onfifts in
thofe woluntayy Aétions apd Habits which are
conformable to the Law of Nature, or Reajon,
confidered as given by God, the Lawgiver, for
& Rale of allour Humane, or voluntary Adti-
ons : For there are many natural Goods
that conduce to a Man’s happinefs, which
are not morally good, nor are command-
ed by any Law. Such asare quicknefsof
Wit, Learning, Strength of Mind and

Body, &¢. On the other fide, I fuppofe, .

that no A&ion of the Will can be command-

ed by God,(and fo morally good)which doth

not from it’s own nature, as well as from the

‘Will of God (the Legiflater) conduce to the
happinefs of Mankind : The not taking no-

tice of this difference, between naturaﬁand
moral Goods, hath been the occafion of ano-

ther great Error in Mr. H. yhen he makes

that which feems good r0 every Man’s own felf,

20 be the only object of his defires, as he doth 1n
his De Cive,Cap. 1. Art. 2. whichhe likewife
more fully expreflfes in Cap. 3. Artic. 21.

Ewvery one s prdt}:md to [eck that which is g}d
, ‘ or

B
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or himfelf , but that which isjuft only by agcident
{nd orfpej;u_ﬁke . viz. That which is juft, he

- will only have to regard andther’s good ;

which he fuppofes no Man will feek, unlefs it

~ were for fear of thofe Evils which procced

from a ftate of War : Butall he fays only

-tends to prove, that Men are fo framed, that

it is repugnant to their Nature, and fo abfo- |
lutely impoffible for them to mind, or defire

any thing, unlefs for their own particular

‘worldly profit, and glory, as he hath laid

down in thofe Principles we have already

‘confidered. |

.§.8'-Howev<:'r,l cannot but take notice,that
this Gentleman in his Treatife De Homsi-

- pe,(publifhed after his De Cive) Cap. 12.§. 1.

feems not atall to- approve of thisill humour
in Men, by thefe words. We co;z’fe 5 that it
may [o fall out through the ill ufe of his free will,
that & Man of anarrow Soul may confider nothing

" but himfelf, and[o may defire nothing but whas

he judges for his own private advantage, And
in thefame Treatife, Cap, 11. §.14. where
he doth purpofely confidet which is the
greater, or lefler Good ; he plainly confeffes,
That it is a greater good which benefits:
more perfons, than that which doth bene-
fit but to a Few. ' S

§ 9-
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§.9:-Wherefore giving him leave to contra-
di€t himfelf asmuch as he pleafes, yet not-
withftanding’all he hath faid to the contrary,
I doubt not but all rational and good men are
of a more generous Spirit ; who do not only
éfteem that to be Eobdf,»which' is good for
themfelvesalone, but alfo whatfoever tends
to the conférvation, happinefs and perfetion
of Mankind.: And whatfoever they thus
efteem to be good, that they will alfo defire,
wifh for, and contribute their utmeft endea-
vour to procuré for otheérs, as well as them-
felves: Nor do Ifecany reafon to hinder, but
that whatfoever I find agreeable to any man’s
Nature, I may do my endeavour, as far as
les in my power,that he may obtain it ; But -
this much I muft freely confefs, That if men
do not propofe to themfelves one common
End, or Effe&, wviz. the common good of
Rational Agents, whofe Caufes (whether ef-
ficient, or perfetive) fhould be before-hand
agreed ontobe Good, and thofe that hinder
it’s production, Evil ; the words Good and
Evil will dlways be equivocal, various, and
uncertain ; being @ill to be taken in as many
" different Senfes, asthere are particular Men.
So that: whatfoever A&ion, or thing, is cal-
led good by any One man, becaufe it ferves
~ histurn ; that Other men, if it croffes their
defires,will be fure tocall evil,which is incon-

gruous
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gruousto Reafon,andto the Commutiication

" of knowledge among men,which is the main

end of Speech ; Whereas, if the words Good
and Ewvil are applied to thofe things which
concern the nature of. Rational Beings in ge-
neral, they will have a certain and determi-
nate {fenfe and {ignification, which will not
only be conﬁan'tfif true;and intellighbile, but
and profitable to all Man-
kind ;and that we arenot only capable of un- .
derftanding, but alfo of contributing our En-
deavours for the procuring of this Common
Good, and are alfo under a_fufficient obliga-
tion therennto, is, I hope, fully made out in
the Fourth Chapter of the precedent Dift
courfe,where we exprefsly treat of the Law
of Nature,and its Obligation. ' '

~

PRINCIPLE VIL
That the Sase of Natare is aState of War.

" § 1. A LLthePrinciplesthat Mr. F. hath

hitherto laid down,have been onlj
in order to the eftablifhing this Darling Prif-
ciple of the natural ftate of War. But fince
we have already in our Anfwer to his former
Principles, fhewn their falfhood -and abfur-
dity ; H thofe Foundations be ill laid, the

Superf o

‘
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Superftru@ure muft needs be infirm, and
therefore I {hall omit all that he hath in his
De Cive inferred from thofe falfe Principles;
and fhall only apply my felfto what he hath
in his 13th Chaptér of,his Leviathan, given
us a-new for the proof of this Principle, and
which doth net depend upon the former;For
here he derives this natural State of War
from Three Principal Caufes in the nature of
Man. Firft, Competition. Secondly, Diffidence.
Thirdly, Glory. The firft makes man invade
for Gain. The fecond for Safety, and thethird
for Reputation, The firft ufe Violence to make
themfelvesMafters of other Men’q:jﬁm,Wiw:,
Children Cassel. The fecond to defend
them. The third for Trifles ; as aword, & fmile,
« different Opinion, and any other fign of un-
dervaluing, esther deveétly in their perfons, or by
 refleCtion on their I(inzed, their Friends, thesr
Nation, their ij[}ﬁon, or their Name. Hereby
it is manifefted, That daring the time Men live
withont o Common Power to keep thems all in awe,
they are in that condition which is called War,
as is that of every man againft every Man. For
War confifts not in Bastel only, or the A of
Fighting , but in atract of time wherein the
m’% to contend by Bastel is [ufficiently known. And
~ sherefore the notion of time is to be confidered in
the nature of War , as it is in the nature of Wes-
ther. For as thenature of Foul-weather lies
: nos
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ot in a fhower or two of Rain,but in an inclina-
tion thereto of many.days togetzer 5 Sothe nasure

‘War confifts not in altusl thing, but in the

nown  difpofition thereto anring all the time

there is no affurance tothe comrary. Al other
is Peace, S o S

6. 2.In énfwer to which, T muft ﬁrﬁtake .

. notice, That Mr. H. in his Leviathan deduces

this Rightof War of all Men againft all,from
other Principles than he doth in his De Csve,

- Chap. 1. §. 12. where from the fuppofed

Right of all Mentoall things, he deduces a
‘War of all Menagainft all,and which renders
it both lawful and neceffary : But in his Le.
wiathan, in the Chapter here cited, he firft
afferts the ftate of Nature to be a ftate of War,
and from thence argues all things therein to
be lawful ;as you may fee in the Conclufion
of that Cha;)pter,where hetells us, That bythe
JameRight that one Man invades,the other refifts; -
from whence arifes a War on both fides juft. ~So
that being not atallfolicitous about the Right
of making War, he only fuppofes this War
muft. needs arife from the nature of - Men’s

Paffions,and Defires;and this War beingonce,

fuppofed, he pofitively afferts, That it muft
follow ( though without anyproof) that
thereis in this State nothing juft, orunjuft :
Indeed his way of arguing in his Levisthan

. - is
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is more plaufible; but lefs clofe than the for-
mer in his De Cive ; For all Perfons of fenfe’
muft agree, that a War' ought firft to be pro-
 ved juft,before it can be thence deduced what
things are lawful thetein, even towards Ene-
" mies: Neither doth He himfelf fuppofe that
all things are lawful, even in the jufteft War;
for in his De Give, Apnot. ad Art.37.cap. 3.
he grants that’ Drunkenne[s, and Cruclty, are
not to bé pra&tifed even in War ; and there-
fore it is neceffary that fome natural Princi~
ples, or Laws, be firft acknowledged; by
whofe command or permiffion we ‘may be
able to judgeof any War, whether it be juft,
or not,,or %eﬁ)tje‘wc can thence infer thofe
things to be lawful which are afted therein ;
for otherwife even contradiGory Propofitions
- may be alike true ; and Titius, for example,
might have a Right tothe Life and Goods of
Sempronins, it he thought them neceffary for’
* hisqwn Prefervation; and fo likewife Sem-
pronius would have the fame Right againft
Titine : which, would be contrary to all the
Rules of right Reafon, and Equity ; and this
is fo evident, that Mr, H. himfelf; although
in the lattet pare of this firft' Chapter, De
Give, he affirms, That in the ftate of Na-
ture, there is no difference between juft and
unjuft ; yer in the former parts he endeavours
to prove, that this power. of making; War,

@




Confiderd and Confuted. 319
ought to beallpwedtaeveryManin that ftate,
as neceflary to his own prefervation ; which
is allone, as if he had affirmed this War to
~ be juft and lawful on both fides ; which is -
contrary to Reafon. But whofoever "will
proveany thing to be juft,and lawfulin any
State,muft likewife fuppofe,that thereisadif=.

- ference between lawtul and unlawfulin the
fame State, and muft fuppofe fome Law in
force, by ‘whofe command or permiffion at
leaft, that A& becomes lawful : which, as
we endeavour toeftablifh, fodoth Mr. H. as
plainly todeftroy, whilft he allows no diffe-
rence between juft and unjuft ; but with
what reafon I {hall.leave it to the indifferent.
Reader to judge. . T

§ 3. Butfince we have already anfwered
thofe Preliminary Principles ‘which he hath
laid down in his De Ciwve, to prove the necefs -
- fity of this ftate of War, there remains no-

thinfg elfe for us to doth now,but tokexamine
thole new Reafons. hathHe given us. in’
- this Chapter of his Leviathan toprove .this
;  ftate of War to be both natural, and neceffa-

'1y,; which he here deduces from three Affe:-

&ions inthe nature of Man. . v: Campetition
for the fame thing. . 2. Diffidence.of /each o-
ther. 3. Gloryto himfelf; Thefiritisma-
nifeft’; That during the time Mendiye with-

out
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out 2 Common Power to keep them in awe,
they are in that Condition which is called
War. : : ‘

~ 'Whence I cannot but again obferve, That

this Author takes the natural ftate of Man-
kind only from its Paffions, without any
confideration of Reafon, or Experience ; al-
though he hath already fuppofed both of
thefe to benatural Faculties of the Mind :
and the true nature of a thing is to be taken
not from its wants and imperfeions, but
from the utmoft perfeCtion that itis by na-
ture capable of ; and therefore this Author
hath dealt very prepofteroufly to treat of the
natural State of Man, as of a meer Animal,
only governed by the force of his Paffions ;
whereas, the principal part of Man, and
which ought to have the government over all
the other Faculties,is Reafon; or that Facul-
ty of the rational Soul, whofe due ufe and
exercife ought not to beexcluded, butrather
conjoined with the operations of all the o-
ther natural Faculties, by any Writer who
will truly defcribe the Nature of Man ; not
yet are men neceflarily impelled by thefe Paf-
fions, as ‘meer Machines are driven or
moved by the Wind, or Weights; but that
they may be governed,and reftrained by Rea-
fon, or fear of futyre evil: fo thatthey do

not hurry meninto War by any natural, or
N . INe
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inevitable neceffity.Indeed thofeldea’s of the -
Mind,whichare neceflarilygengrated therein -
from the impulfe of outward Objets,are not.
prohibited by the Lawof Nature,becaufe we
are defgn’d by.Gad to govern thofe A&i-
ons only which are iii out-powers : Whereas
thele, Paffions and Tdcas, from.whence Mr.
H. colledts chis ftate of War, to;bg neceffary,”

are of this forg; finge bsing concgrning things -
fugure, and at 3 diftance, angd depending up- .
on Men’sreafon, and forefight, they may be:
alfp gqverned :thereby ; and Mr; F himfelf.
ackpowledges in his De.Cive, Ghap. 3.§. 31
That though Men, becgufe of their different.

~ Appetites, cannotagree; ofithe prefent, yet,

they may of the future,and from thence con-.
feffes,that Peaceis.tobe fought asithe founda-.

tionofall natural Law,

- 6 4\ And tillé'séiﬁt'\c.sl ’thiﬁk-,; 'I\(‘h;{\_l"l'-.'t'):e'ébl‘e:.

cafily to fhew,.shut every ene of thefe three .
Maiter Paffions, which he hath here de-
fcribed as the Gaufes of Wat,. ought (if go-
verned by reafan)ro pecfuade fo thecontrary.,

. And jiche firft place, for his Paffion of, Com-.
“ipggieion, Thap when tw  Men defive the fime:.
~ thing, whiclythey cannot both enjoy, they:

e
- §Q~Y cartainly Rz ubnYi_n this Cale will nzver,

O
-

LT

‘hgcom’: Birenties;and iy the way to theirend,

cavourco deftroy, or fubdug one another,!

121t
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incite a rational Man'to enter intoa ftate of
War with another, forthe obtaining of that
which he hath a'mind to as well as he. For if
it bea thing the other is already poffeffed of,
he oughit by the Rules of Reafon,and Equity,
to let him enjoy it by right of Occupancy or
" Poffeflion, it being then neceffary for his pre-
fervation, or happinefs; and he himfelf,if pof-
feffed of the like thing, would think it rea-
fonable that he fhould be likewife permitted
quietly toenjoy it : So that,if he a& by one
Rule in relation to himfelf;and by another in-
refpett toall other Men,in the fame Cafe, or’
Circumftdices, this muft be altogether un-
reafonable and unjoft.: And Mr. H. himfelf
doth fufficiently fhew the grievous mifchiefs
of fuch an unreafonable way. of proceeding,
- when he tells us, That from hence it comes to
pafs 3 That where an Invader hath no more to
fear than another Man’s fingle Power If one plant,
Jow, build or poffefs a comvenient Seat, ethers
may probably be expected to come pre[.tml with
Forces united o .dg?oﬂ}ﬁ and deprsve him ot on-
ly of the Fruit of his Labour, -bat alfo of his L?‘e,-
or Liberty ; and the Invader again is inthe ltke
danger of another. 'To which I may alfo add,
and he again of a third ; till at laft all the
Owners of it being fucceflively deftroyed,the’
Houfe or Seat will become void,and no Man
- left to inhabit%: which Condition M;)H
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* himfelf confeiles to befad,'and deplorable fo;

that he will have Mankind from theDiCtates
of reafon to do all they can to getout ofit,b
entering intoa Civil Saciety. But I fuppofe
that right Reafon will rather hinder all ratio- .
nal Men from ever falling into this State at
all, if they can by any means avoid, or pre.
vent it; fince Peaceis to be valued from its
own Conveniences without trying, or com-
paring it with the Evils of War, as Healthis
Va;lua%Je for its own agreeablenefs to our
Natures, without trying by woful experi- -
ence, what ficknefs is. a '
~ § 5. And as for his next Paffion, Diffidence
of each other ; That there is no _mi/or ahy
Man to fecure bimfelf, [0 reafonable as Anticipa-

tion ; that is, byforce, or wiles; to mafler the

erfnsof al Mo i f ongy il e e v

other Power greai envugh ta endanger him. And
that this.is no more than his own confervation
requires, and isgenerally allowed. Now can all
this reafonably pérfudde aMan to put himfelf
in fo hazardous a condition, as by force, or
fraud, to goabout to mafter and fubdue alt
thafe he will be afraid of; or to think he .is
able to do this by his own fingle ftrengthtill
he fees no othet Power great enough to en-
danger him ? Since for any Man tobeable to
dbtﬂis,he muft have more Cunning, natural
o Y2 - Strengeh
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Strengthand Courage & Cunning than ever-
Homer fuppofed Vlyffes, or dehilles,to have
been Mafters of, orour Modern Romance-
makers can feign in their Heroes;Since upon

thefe Termsof Self-prefervation,a Man (like
a Game-Cock) would be forced to fight' a
Battel,or two,every day whilft helived, and’
how long this would laft, fuppofing other

Men of equal ftrength, and aswell prepared.
4s himfelf, I refer him to the experiment ‘of
fighting-Cocks, .Who féldom furvive the
twelfth or thirteénth Battel ; and though ic
be true, that there are foi¢ that take pleafure
in contemplating their own Power in A&ts of
Conquefts, "which they may pu-fue farther
han their owin Security requircs; get this
was never known to be performed by any
Man’s finglé firength, but by Combifia-
tion with_divers others, whothrough the
efteem they had of liis Integrityor Charge,
. chofe fuch~a Man to be theit Leader, or
Prince, before another { And this Accovnt,
both the Antient Hiftorians, and Poets, give
of the Original of the firft Monarchs, and
Antient Kings, in the Heroical Times. And
admirtting thefirft Kingdoms to have begun
by Fathérs,or Patriarchs of Families,asfome
Divines fuppofe, yet they could never have
aifed a f__uﬂgc,ient Force to have conquer-
gd others , without the ‘Combination gf
e o the
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the Heads or Fathers of other Families : Nor
could Nimrod himfelf, (who is fuppofed
the firft Tyrant, or Conqueror, ) ever
- have enlarged the Bounds of his Empire by
his own fingle firength, or that of his par-
ticulat Family, without fuch-a.Combination
‘which requires Compaéts between the Per- -
fons that makeit ; and when they once do
this,they are then no longer in themeer ftate -
of Nature, having fet upandacknowledged
a common Power over tgem to keep them ifi
awe: from whence it appears, that it is ridi-
culous, nay abfolutely impoffible, for any finis
gle Man totake pleafure incontemplating
~ his own Power in A&ts of Conqueft by his
own perfonal Valour, or -Cunning, a$ -
Mpr.H. fuppofesa Man may do inthe ftate of
Nature. , e

§.6. And as for his appeal to Experience;
That when a Man taking s Journey, arms him-
[elf'; when going to Bed, helocks his Doors;
when even in his -Hm;lﬁe, he locks his Chefts:
And asks whas opinion he bath of bis Fellow-[ub-
fects, when be rides’ armed, and.[buts kiis Doors
or of his Children and Servants, when he locks
his Chsfts;, And whether he doth not thereby ac-
cufe Mankind as much by his- Actions, as he
tiothb{—_ﬁi: Words 2 To all whichlanfwer,
No, he dotli not. - For thotigh Tgrant it is
- no fault to diftruft,and fecure himielfas well

. Y 3 ‘ as
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as he can againtt violent and unjuft Perfons,
either upon the Road, or in his own Houfe ;
yet doth not this Diffidence accufe all his
Fellow-fubjets, or all his Children, and Ser-
vants, much lefs all Mankind, of a defignto
murther, or rob him ; or give himany Right
to make War upon them by way of anticipa-
tion ; for when he goes armed, or locks his
Doors, or Chefts, 'tis true, hegrants thereare
{fome violent and wicked Perfons, whom he
would fecure himfelfagainft:yet dothnot this
accufe all Mankind of this wicked Defign,
fiace a Man will doall This, if he be fatished
th:at there are but two or there Thieves
between his own Houfe and London, or
but one thievith Perfon in his Family ;
which is but a {mall. proportion to a
whole Countrey, or Kingdom; much lefs
doth he thereby pafs a Cenfure upon all
Mankind : though it is true, hethereby
' acknowledges, -that there are, and ever
- will be, amongft Men, divers who are more
governed by their prefent Appetites and
Paflions,than by Rea(%n, or the Laws of Na-
ture. Much lefs doth fuch a diffidence give a
Man aright in the ftate of Nature of fet-
ting upon, maftering and killing all Per-
- fons whatfoever, that he fanfieshave power
fufficient to 'endanger him in his Life, or
Goods, before they have. given-fome fuffi-
; : cient
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sient figns that they intend fotodo; for
then it might be lawful.(were it not for the
Laws) for a Man, when he is thus armed,.

- to fet upon, not only Thieves, but every

Man he meets, for fear he fhould fet upon
him firft ; nay, might likewife kill,. or knock -
on the Head, (if he were in the meer ftate of

- Nature) any of his Children, or Servants, o

eventhe’ Wife of his own Bofom, if he di

- but fanfie they went about to murther, or

rob him; which how wicked and unreafo-

~ nable a thing it would be, I leave to any

Man’s Reafon and Confcience to judge.-
Nor does bis comparing the {tate of War to-
the nature of Foul-wecather, at all help him, :
which he faith, doth not lie in a fhower or
two of Rain, but in an inclination. thereto of
many days together : So the patwre of War
con/?jb not in aétual fishting, but in the known
difpofition thereto : all which I readily grant,
but he muft likewife own that it is ne-
ver called a Rainy, or foul Seafon, till
it hath alually Rained ; till then we ne-
ver fay it is foul weather, though it be ne-
ver {o cloudy ; fo neither is this bare in-

clination to hurt, an aftual War, till there

hath been fome figns or tokens of hofti-
lity exprefled. . K

Y 4 6.7. Yot
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" §. 7. Yet heigrartts there wasnever fucha
condition of War as thisthat he defcribes ge-
nerally all over. the World : But that therc
are many placeswhere Men live fo now, and-
Inftances in many favage People of America’y: .
where, except the Government of fmall-Fa<
milies (theconcord whereof depends on Na:
tural Luft) theyhave no Governmentat all; -
and live at this day in that brutifh maoner he
hath before defcribed : But wereit foas he
affirms that brutith wayof living, whichis
in tco many Particulars ‘pradtifed by thefe
favage People, hoth in Africa, and America,
where they have almoft loft allknowledgeof.
a.God, or ofa Moral Good and Evil ; Ought
the Pradtice of fuch Barbarous People to be of
fufficient Authority to prove,that they live
agcording to thetrue ftate cfHuman Nature,
orthat they Imve a Rightto liveand act thus
inall thinesthey thus unicafonably pra&tife ?
-Buthad This Author readany true or exact
rchations of thofe Places in dmeriea he menti-
i ons, hemight havefound in many
P leds of thofe Nations, even where
w-alpp ke there is no Civil Power to keep
Fraech &ilo- them. in awe, and where they
v B G have noother Governmentin time
-1 of Peacey but thatof the Fathers,
cr Hzuds of Families; that their Concord -
doth not wholly depend vpon Natural L!lJ:ﬂ;
LR T For
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- For befides the Government of Husbands o-

ver their Wives, and'thofe conjugal ‘Duties

and Services which théirWives yield themin
‘thefe Places ; Parents dre more fond of their
Children, and Children again are more duti-
ful and kind to their Parents, and take more
care of them when they are fick or old, than

- they commonly dowith us:And though there

be no Common Power' to keep them in awe,
yet havingno riches,but the meer neceffary u-
tenfils of Living,nor ariy Honours,except Mi<
litary,to contend for, and which are not ob-

" tained withoutgreat hardfhips and {ufferings;
~ and having alfo few Words of contempt, or

difgraceamong them;whole Towns,nay Na-.
tions, have lived together for many Agesin
fufficient Amityand Concord, without ever
falling together by the ears. And if there be.
any Murthers and Adulteries committed a-
mong them, every particular perfon injured,

~or elfe the Relations of the Party flain; are

their own Judges and Executioners /'the mu- -
tual fear of which, joyned with the Natural

Peaceable Temper of the People,caufes fewer .

of thofe Crimes to be committed among -
them, than with us, where there are Laws

- and Publick Officers appointed to punifhal] -

fuch Injuries : And for the Truth of this, I
réfer you to two Authors of undoubted Cre-
dit (viz.) Lersus in his Hiftory of his Navi-
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gation to Brazil, Chape18, and the Fremb
Author of the Natural Hiftory ofthe Caribbé
Iflands, Part.2d. Chap. x1.and §. 19. befides
other Authors on this Subject, whom you
may confult in Paurchas’s Pilgrimes, in his
Voluime of dmerica. And though thefe Peo-
ple haveoften Wars with their Neighbours,
?rct 1s it not with all, but onl%ll fome particu~ -
ar Nations, with' whom they have con-
fant Wars, and whom they eat, whenfo-
ever they can take them Prifoners : Yet
do they at the fame time maintain Peace
with all others. So remote is it from Truth,
that any Nation in the World can liveand
fubfift, by maintaining a conftant War a-
gainft allothers. Nor did Iever hear ofan
more than one People or Nation in the We]z
Indses, near Carolina, called the Weffoes, that
made this Fatal Experiment,by making War
upon all their Neighbours, one after another,
till they were ina fhort time reduced from
yooo Figliting Men, to 700, and were after-
wards quite extirpated by thofe Nations they
had injured : Which Relation I receiv’d from
a Gentleman of very good Quality and Eru-
dligon, who hath a confiderable Intereft in
thofe parts. So impoffible a thing it is, for
- Mankind to fubfift, or be preferved a year
- together in Mr. H’s imaginary State of War,
. §.8.Nor is his other Inftance from the A&i-
ons of Kings, and Perfons of a Sovereign Au-
' thority,
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thority,any better,whom he makes likes Gla-
diators, H):wirzg their Weapons pointing at, and

their eyes fixed on each other ; That isghesr Forts,

* Garrifons and Guns, upon the Frontiers of their

K ingdoms,and continusl Spies upos their Neigh-
bours, which i a pofture o]f War. Where I may’
firft obferve,that he doth not dire&tly affirm,

~ That all Princes are in a State, but only ina

Pofture of War, which I grant isboth law-
ful and neceffary : Since no frincc or Com-
mon-wealth can be fecure, that his Neigh-
bours will conftantly obferve the Laws of
Nature, and not invade his Territories,with-
out any juft caufegiven.Yet I think no Prince,
or other Supreme Power (whom he makes
the only Judges of Good and Evil) will be fo
wicked or unreafonable to affirm, that they
have a natural Right to invade the Territo-
ries,LivesandEftates of aliNeighboring Prin-
ces, and their Subjects; much lefs,when they

have made Leagues or Compalls of Peace -

with cach other, that they are not obliged to
abferve them, only for prevention that they .
may not do the like to them, and break their
Compa@s firft : For that he himfelf confeffes
to beabfolutely contrary to the Laws of Na-
ture,and of Right Reafon.But that upon Mr.
H’s Principles fuch Compafts being made

~ in the meer Stateof Nature,and without any
. Common Power to fee them obferved,do not

at
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atall oblige, IThall thew you more particu-

larly by and by. - S

" §. 9. Icome now tohis laft Paffion, (viz)
Glory, for which he would have all Men to
", be naturally in a Stateof ‘War, But admit-
sing thas divers Men look that their Companions
ould value ther at the [ame rate as they do
themfelves ; and upon the leaft [igns of Contempe,
or undervaluing, naturally endeavour as far as
they dare, ta extors agreater walxeéfrom their
Contemners, which among f} them that have no
Common. Pawer 30 keep them quiet, maybe enough
to make them: deftroy each other. Yet doth net
. thishold trucin every Man; for even among
thofe that labour under this Paflion of Vain-
glory,there are many in whom fear of others
1s a much more predominate paffion,and fuch
_will rather take an affront, than venture to
beat or kill another to revenge it : Since the
hazard is certain, but the Vigory (fuppofing
the perfon every way his equal) uncertain.

And ifthis Vain-glory may be {o far maftered
by another ftronger Paflion ; why may it not
alfo be overpowered bv:Reafon ? Fora ratio-
nal Man will .confider,.that he cannot force
Men to have a better efteem of his Wordsor
Ad&ions by fighting every one that fhall de-
clare their diflike of them, or elfe knows that
he is not at all the warfe for the foolith cen-
fures of unreafonable Men ; or that he is ob-
. © liged
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liged to take for an affront, whatloever any
fcurrilous impertinent Fellow fhall intend fo:
And lie himfelf doth here likewife fuppofe
that ‘there are other Paffions as ftrong that
incline Men to Peace, as fear of Death, de-

~ fire of fuch things as are neceflary for

commodious living ; and a hope ‘by: their
Induftry to obtain thiem'; from whence
I obferve, that the greateft ‘pare of’ thefe
Paffions which now incline Mén to‘Peace, -

~‘are but' the fame in other words, Which-

 before ‘inclined them to War': For what .
" isthis'Diffidence of another, and this'Arsitici-

patior, which he makes {6 reafonable; but-a’
fear of Death, or other mifchief; from thofe
whom he thus goeth about to prevent »And
what is this defire of things neceffary for life,
but a Branch of that Right which fuppofes
all Menhave toall things ? Bur grantiig that”
the fame Paffions may in fome Men' produ¢e
different effels ; yerifthefe Paffions that §n-:
cline Men to peace dremore {trong dird ‘posy-
erful than thofe that excitethem to War then-
certainly ‘Peace will be' their thore conitans

‘#ndl: Nfatural State : :Since as Marinefsrelate:
‘the violent blowitig ofitwd contrary Winds,”

doth often in the Center of their Motion pro-
duge’ a-Calm. And therefore Me. H; pro-

- ceeds veryrathly, to'lay fuch a’grear ftrefs on’
* thofe Paflions; which provoke-Men to War, .

without alfoconfidering,and putting in:o the
‘ con-
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contrary Scaleall thofe that incline Men to
the contrary, which certainly are more pre- -
valent in moft Men : 'For what can more
ftrongly influence Men’s A&tions,than fear of
Deatigw, and all thofe other miferies which he
himfelffo lively defcribes to be the neceffary
Confequences of the State of War? .And
whereas he tells us, that reafon fuggefteth
convenient Articles of peace; I think I have
fufhiciently proved,that Reafon s fo far from
needing Articles of Peace, that it can never
prompt confideringMento believethem{elves
naturally in fo dangerous and miferable a -
State, as this which Mr. H. fuppofes; much
lefs to fall into it on purpofe, without .any
juft caufe given. But fince this Author un-
dertakes to offer us manyReafons why Men’s
Paffions will not permit them to live in Peace
as well as divers other Creatures, whom he
confeffes can do fo without Laws ; We will
"~ a little examine thofe Reafons he brings,
Why Men’sNature will not naturally permit
them to live in Peace, as well as thofe brute
Creatures ; and therefore I fhall put them
down in his own Words, as you may find
them in his Lev. Chap. 17,

§. 1o. It is true, that certain living Crea-
sures, as Bees and Ants, live [ociably one with a-
nother (which are therefore by Ariftotle, num-

o bred
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bred amongft Political Creatures) and yet have

. no other Direition than their particalar Judg-

ments,and Appetites ; not Speech, whereby one of
them can ﬁgn’g;ie to motber,’_Pw/Jat be thinks cxp?:
dient for the Common Benefit. Andtherefore
Jome Men may perhaps defire to know why Man-
kind cannot do the [ame? Towbich:1.anfyer. -
Firft, Thaslen are continuallyin competition
for Honour and Dignity, which thefe Creatures
are not ; and confequently amongft Men, there -
vifeshfrom thas ground, Envy and Hatred, and
JinallyWar ; but amongft thefe not fo.

-To which T reply, That thefe Civil Ho.
nours, about which he fuppofes thefe Con-
tentions do {0 often arife amongft Men, have
no place in the State of Nature, .being not:
known amongft Men, before the Inftitution
of Commonwealths ; and therefore they can-
not in this State,which he now treats of, con-
tend for them more than Brutes. So thatthe.
only tfue Glory and Honour which can be
found, out ofa Civil Government,is, as Cicero-
very well defines it in his Tufz. Queft. the 4-
greeing praife of good Men,. and the uncorrupted
Suffrages g tbq/f that rightly judge of excellent .
Vertue. But all the Vertues being contain-
ed under -the ftudy of the Common Good -
of Rational Beings,, from thenge alone can . .
fprin%'thc praife of good Men :"And the de-

fuch Honour, is fo far from caufieg 2’

: e War

i
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War againft all Men, that as from a contrary
Principle, Menmay by this be excited tothe
exercife of all thofe Vittues, which Mr, H.
~ himfelf allows, Lev. Chap. 15. to be the ne-
ceflary means of Common Peace and Safety.

§. 11. His Second Reafon is, thatamongit. -
thefe Creaturgs, the Common G differeth not.
fromthe Private | and being by natare inclined
10 their Private, they procure thereby the Com-,
mon Benefir. - Bat Man, ‘whofe joy confifteth in
comparing him|elf with ovher Men, can relifb xo-
thing, but what iseminent.

- To whiclf we may reply, that M. H. has
done us a Courtefie,in ackriowledging before
he is aware , - that even out of Civil Govern-
ment, there is fome common and publick
Good, which may indeed be procured even
by Brutes themfelves : ‘And he has elfewhere
alfo told us (as in his Treatife De Homine,
Chap. 10.thevery laft Words) But we fup-
pofe the knowledze of thé Common Good, tobe o
- fitmzans tobring men both to Peace, and Vertue;
becaufe it 35 bot b amiable in its own Natare, and
the fureft defencé of each min’s private Good. And,
furets difference in {om>cafes from tlie pri- -
vate gogd of foms Men;, is nio fufficient Rea-
fon why Mzn thouldrather fall out and fight
among themielves,thin Bess'or Ants, whofe,
CommonGoad islikewife diftinguifhed fr%r;‘l ,
v \ | é

i
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the private. But asfor what heaffirms, con- .

cerning the Nature of Men, if it be univer-
fally underftood of all Men (as his words
feem to intend) ’tis falfe, and {fpoken with-

out all manner of proof, unlefs we muft be -
fent back to his general Demonftration of

thefe things in his Introduétion to his Lev;-
where he advifeseveryMan to this Rule,Vof--
ce teipfum ; and therefore wonldteach us that from -

 the Similitude of the thoughts and paffions of ome

Man to the thoughts and paffions of another, he
fball therebyread and know whas are the thoughts -
and paffions of all other Men upon thelike ogcafion,
Perhaps Mr. Hobbs knew himfelf very well,
and was fenfible there was nothing more plea-

fant to him, than comparing himfelf witho--

ther Men,and o could relifh nothing in hims
felf, either as his own Natural Endowments;
or acquired Improvements, but what was
more eminent,and greaterthan other Men’s

and from thence gathered the fame thoughts;

to be in all others : But he ought to have
thewn fomething in the Nature of Man,from.
whenceit is neceflary. that all Men: fhould fo
judg ; for certainly all that are truly rationall

can know from the true ufe ofthings,and fromt

the neceffity of their own Natures, how to
judg concerning their own things, whether
they are pleafant or not,and to whatdegree
they do delight them, without comparing
zZ them -

\
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them with thofe of other Men : So that ifi-
deed none but the foolifh or envious can only
bepleafed, as far as their own things exceed
thofe of others. Butif he would have this
cenfure only to concern fuch Men, it will not

then afford a fufficient caufe of an Univerfal

War of all Men againft all. And though per-
haps Strife and Contention may be begun
amongft fuch envious, foolith People, yet the

ftrength or reafon of the more prudent and

peaceable may eafily reftrain it, that it {hall
never hurt, or deftroy all Men, by making
them enterinto a ftate of War againft all.

§. 12. His Third Reafon is, That thefe -
Creatures having not (as Man) the ufé of Rea-:

Jom, do not fee (or at leaft think they [ee) any
fat:’lt in the adminiftration of their Common ba-

finefs: Whereas among [t Men, there are very ma--

ny that think (themfelves Wifer, and more able
" to governthe Pablick, tha thereft; and thofe
frive 1o Reform, and Innovate, one this wayy

another that way, and thercby bring it into .

Diftraction, and Civil War..

To which we may thus Reply, That this'
Reafonoffersnothing whereby Men may live
lefs peaceably among themfelves,thanBrutes,
if they were in the ftateof Nature,and Sub-’

je&ts to no Civil Government : But in this

ftate, Men’s Natural Propenfions to uni--

verfal
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verfal Benevolence, and to. the Laws of Na-
‘ture, would have fome place, notwithftand-
ing what he hath here atledged to the cofittd-
'ty ; as I have fufficiently proved in the'pré-
‘cedent Difcourfe., ' Nor doth he here offér | .
any thing whereby -Mén copuld lefs agree
among themfelves to iftitute a. Commoi-
Wealt%,'_ for this is the thing whofe- caiifés
‘wearenow feeking for. ‘Buthe only objelts
fomething,which will hinder them from pte-
ferving it, when it is inftitited ; and ther¢-
fore this will alio fhake all the foundations of
Peace, even in a Common-wealth, when'it
18 made "never fo ﬁrm.accordinf to hisown
model. But we do well to confider, whether
Men’s Reafon does not miore powerfully pro-
mote Peace and Concord, by detetingmd-
ny errors of the Imagihations and Paffions,
than it doth Difcord, by its fallibility'about
thofe -things which are neceffary, being
but few, and thofe plain enough: i}eﬁdcs,‘ ,
Men do not prefently make Wir, {o foon as
they fuppofe they 1}[’)3‘1' out fomewhat the
may blame in t4¢ Adminiftration of public
- Affairs;; for the fame reafon which difcovers
the fiulf,does alfo tell them,that many things
dre to.be born with for Peace fake, and fug-
- gefts diverseans whereby an emendation of .
tHat fauét; or mifcarridge, may be peaceably

Procured. . TN
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"~ Wherefore I dareappeal tothe Judgment

_ofany indifferent Reader,whether the condi-
tion of Mankind is worfe than that of Brutes,
becaufe it is rational ; and whether Mr. H.

"* doth not judg very hardly of all Men, by
making their Reafon guilty of all thefe mi-
feries, which in other Flaces he imputes on-
Iy to the Paffions ; and from this caufe would

_prove that Men muft live lefs peaceably with
each other. than Brute Creatures. Infhort,
M:r.H’s Anfwer is nothing tothe furpofe,for
our enquiry is concerning the Obligation of
the precepts of Reafon in the ftate of Na-
ture ; and his Anfwer is, That meft Men’s

Reafonis fo falfe, as that it would diffolve all
Commonwealths already conftituted.

" § 13. His fourth Reafon is, This thefe Crea-

sures, tho’ they have fome ufe of voice in making
known to one another their defires, and other Zﬂe-
cFions ; yet they want thas Art of words by which

fome Men can reprefent 1o others, shas which és

Good in the likene(s of Ewvil, and Evil in the

likene[s of Good ; and augment or diminifb the -

. apparent greainefs of Good and Evil, difeon-
senting Men, and troubling their peace at their
. pleafure, . o
The force of which Anfwer is no more
thanthis ; Becaufe it fometimes falls out, that
the Common People are moved to Mutiny

and

|




/

N Confider’d and Confuted. 341
and Sedition by a’ fpecious, or fophiftical’
Sermon, or Oratioh, that therefore Menjas <
" having the ufe of Speechi, cirinot maibtain:
peace among themfelves. ' which-confe-:

quence is certainly ‘very loofe; for heoughei -

to prove, that all Men do neceffarilfand’
conftantly make fuch Speeches, tending:to:
Civil War, and Sedition ; and alfo thaefuch:

- Speeches, when heard, do conftantly pretaili

on their Auditors, or the moft part of thenty
that they-fhould prefently:take up Aems=>
. For it may be, that'even the Vulgar may-fixg
throughfuch falfe and fpecious Speceches, and
perhaps they may not fuffer themfelves ro’be
deluded by them. It may alfo happer; that'
.they may rather give credit to the'peaceabls
Speeches of the more wife, and moderare;
as founded upon more folid Reafons: And it .
~ may be, that they will rather confider the =
true weight of the Arguments,than the empty
found of the Words ; and certainly Men’s
- Rational Nature leads them todo this ; for
. they know ‘they cannot be fed, ordefended

by Words, but by A&ions proceeding from - -

mutual Benevolence : W hat then-dothr hin«
der, but that the Eloquence and Reafon of
the Good:and Peaceable may not often pre-
- vaily with iwhich both the Reafon of the -
Speaker, the true intereft of the Auditors,
and:ithz nature of things doall agree; ButI -
T Z3 fhall
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{Hall fperk na.more. of this Subje&t now, ha-
ving an:the precedent. Difcourfe ﬁn‘ﬁucntly‘
praved, That: M:n.x‘ccewc much gréater Be-
nefitsofrom the ufe-of Spesch (tho%h itmay
forhetimes be the caufe of Civil Difcords,and .
Wacs)!ithan they'do Evils: and; Mifchiefs,
therghy: - And ! 1 {u ppofe Mr. .H: himfelf .
(nveies sHe -alive)-: would cotifefs, that Man-
Kindwpuld nét be governed, hadthey been
all beinn dumb,or elfe hiad had their Tongues
cutriovt by -the irrefiftible pawer of ‘his
g; napl.wmhw :thc CM decrclgn

.;4@0!4, ‘His ﬁﬁh Reafon is, T/mt trmtmxal
Greiot ames camn o, diflinguei[b besween Injury, and
Bleluage ;candyberefore 45.lang as theybe at eafe,
theywrznot ‘offendid at their Fellows : Wberea
Mldnsip.then mof: raublefom , when he is mo,
apieafe i for them it is that he loves to [bew i&
wifdom and coritroulthe Actions of rbam that go-
vern the Commonnealth. . -
. By which Antithefs, hewould mfcr,That:

© Meénlive together Jéfs peaccabty than Brutes,

becaufe they diftinguith between Idjury and
Dirage : But- we, think much etherwife
and that moft- ‘Men  would' more: W:lllmgly
fuffer foms damage,evén doné by other Mexyy
- foit be not done inyurioufly. Aind Tacknows
lcd“ thaL all the. dlﬁm&xombotm:cn thefe

) ,:u..~,.)' R RIS P RS t!WO,
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two, is founded in the knowledg of Right,
and Law, which indeed is only. proper to
Men. But that this Knowledg {hould make
them more prone to violate the publick -
Peace, and to trample upon the Laws and
Rights of their Superiors, I canby nomeans -
admit ; much lefs, that Subje&s that abennd,
in Peace and Riches, are more apt toenvy:
their Superiors, and to fhew their Wiﬁiom;qi )
finding fault with their Rulers : or that ‘the
Subietts of Englandyfor Example, who (God.

-be thanked enjoy ‘both fufficient Peace, and,

Plenty) are more apt to find fault with their
Governors, than thofe in France or Turkey, .
where they are poor and miferable by Taxes,
and other Severities ; or that they can evert
there forbear repining at the cruel Treats
ment of their Rulers, thoughperhaps their

_ Spirits may be'fb debafed, and their Powers

fo weakned by this Oppreflion,that they m::y

" not be fo able tofhew it by publick difcourfe,

much lefs by refiftance ; and {o free them-
{clves from this Tyranny, as perhaps they

would" do, if they had fufficient Riches’

and Courage. And. that I conceive is the. -
true reafon why this Aughor is fuchan Ene-

~my in all his Books to the happinefs and

wealth of the People, whom he would all a-
long make Slaves inftead of Subje(ts.

Zg4 . Bu
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But fuppofe that the lawful Rights of
“rinces are fometimes violated by the unbri-
- dled Lufts ot fome evil Men, yet T do not
fee how this knowledge of the difference be-
- tween thofe thingswhich are done by Right,
and thofe which are done by Wrong,do ren-
der them more apt to do Injuries to others.
Buthetells us, That Man is then moft trouble-
fon, whenhe is ateafe.” But fure, it is not
without Injuftice, that he imputes the Faults
of fome Men to all Mankind, and that with-
- out any proof ; unlefs, perhaps, ﬁndin% fuch®
Paffions in himfelf,he from thence concluded,
that they muftlikewife be naturalto allothers,
according to the method he makes ufe of in
his Introdu&ion to thisBook ; which I have -
before taken notice of, when he bids us exa-
mine this {imilitude of Paffions, and fo whe-
ther they do not agree with his own
Thoughts. But I muft freely confefs they
do not agree with mine’; Jet me but be hap-
py,and want nothing,and though others may
be richer, or happier, I {hall not envy them,
noram T art all te worfe forit : But indeed
Mr. H. does very prepofteroufly to .alledg
this fault of Men’s Iove to fhew their Wif>
dom, and controul the Actions of them that
govern the Commanwealth,againft all Man-
kind ; whillt he yet fuppofes Men in the ftate
~of Nature, which fure- (according. to his
- - OWR
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- - §. 15.Laftly, The 4greeme)if of thefe Cr‘ea.'?»
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own Hypothefis) precedes all Civil Gpvern«
ment. . oo

But we are now come to Mr. F’s laft Rea-
fon ;and let us fee if he can thiereby proveany
better, That Mankind is lefs prone to Peace -

tures is naturaly that of Men is by (;‘oﬂmgrjpta%
which is artificial, and therefore it isno wond

. #f there be fomewhat elfe required, befides Cove:

nants so make their Agreement confiant, and
lafting ; which is 4 Common Power to keep them
in awe, and to diret their Aitions tothe common.
benefir. ' : R -
To whichIreply, That the ttue natural

Caufesintrinfical toMen asthey are Animals,
and which can bring them to confent tothe -
exercife of Peace, and mutual Bénevolence a-

mongft themfelves, are alike with thofe that

are found in other Animals,even the fierceft, .

. and cruelleft, fuppofe Lions, or Bears, (if you

pleafe)as T hope I have fufficiently proved in
the former partof this Treatife. Nor can
Mr. H, fhew any thing whichis wanting to

. Man, but yet isfound in Brutes asa caufe of
their peaceable agreement ; for that which

he urges, That 'the Agreement of thefe
Creatures is natural, that of Men is by Co-
venant only, and therefore artificial, may
S per-

i~
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rhaps impofe: upoa the Vulgar, but may
' gﬁl pl;: co‘r’l?'uted by any one that will bU{ .
- gogfider the next Confequence : For thofe
very Compatls or Covenants he mentions,
“arg made by the power,as well of Men’s Ra-
tional, as Animal Natures : And certainly if
there had been no Covenants made among
Men,and that they had not the ufe of Reafon, |
et the common Nature of Anjmalsof the.
lame kingd, would have had as much force’
with them,as with other Creatures,that they,
quld agreeto maintain a:mutual benevo-
- lenge,. as well as Brutes of the.fame kind,
wicholie deftroying each other, whofe agree,
| %eﬁt is!?qy lg%cknavli%tged qt; be nzugil :
"hat then hinders, but after there is befides
 added o Mankind Reafon, and ‘the ufe. of
Speech, bug thar.the fame natyral agreement
may {till remajn? Reafon fure doth not take
away, the. natural endeavours, and propen-
. figos to Concord in Man, more than other
Animals ; peither js this agreement lefs na-
tural, or conftant, becaufeit is exprefled by
words, : As our Appetite, and taking in of
Food,, do.notceafe to be natural AQions in-
~ 'Esi although we may exprefs this Appetite
by words, or figns ; amf may.al{o appoint -
the' time,..placé, apd what fort, of Meat we
will eat. . And Mr. H. himfelf (as wellas.
eshers) does fometimes acknowledge Reafon
e - o
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 to:be a natiral: Faculty;: ashe dués mhisDg

Cive, in.the place alveady ‘quoted : ‘Fiomy
whence it fhllows.; Thatthis firicter Society -
or Agneemm%lﬁbhk&foﬁ;ﬂi&?tes ﬂmuelg
be eftablifhed:by Compatis;wislly proce
from the rdtiohal Nawureof Mankind. Bug

it will farther appear, Fhat this Agreemént

proceedingfroin the bfe'of 8peech, 'is there-
fore mare fitly called 'namm}{)‘,fﬁf we confider
our pradbical; Reafon'ts be altogether deter»
mined from thenature dfthebelt End wechd
forefee or propofe ; and thebeft means we
cans ufe therewnto. - Andfarther, there isno-
thingmore can be effeéted by the utmoft en-
deavors of: our Reafon,; than:that thofe pros
mms €0 Concord,with ethers of our: own
ind, . (which . are fo natural ‘to all : Ani-

 ‘tmals) fhould:bé diréfed 1o their fit objed
- (viz.) Allothér rational Creatures, and that

all our particular a&ions fhould be thence
exerted according to their due place, time,
and other Circumftances. So that the very
taking in-of ‘Meat, and Drink, is moft natu-
ral, and prooetds from the natural conftituri-
onof an:Animal. Y et this in ali particular ca- -

~ {es, isbeft governed,and direGted by a2 Man®s °

Reafon, rtaking * care -of ~his own  Health

~without. hay irregularities in his Diet ;
~whilft thofe precepts of thus regulating his
-Diet, whofe force and certainty hie obferves

- from
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from the Nature of things, and his own par-
ticular Conftitution, ma¥.very well deferve.
-in fome cafes, th® name of an Art. s
- Therefore Mr. H. hath done very ill in
making that agreement among Men, which
is exprelfed by Compals, to be fo artificial,
as it muft be quite.oppofed to what is natural.

- T 4hall not indeed deny, thofe words by
which :_ompatts:are expréfled, tohave pro- -
ceeded from the ’Arbitrar{ agreements of -
Men : Yet that confent of their minds, con-
cerning the mutuil Offices of Benevolence;
of which wardsaré only the figns, is altoge-
thet Natural : Por in that confent of minds
epncerning the muitual commutation of Du-
ties, confifts the whble Nature of Compaéts;
- asall its obligation: proceeds from thence:
- Butithe knowledg and will of conftituting
fome figns, .either by Words or' A&ions,
-wheteby this fort of :Confent may be declar-
ed, is fa natural; and eafie to Memn, without
any Teaching, that it may be obferved in
perfons born Deaf dnd Dumb ; as I have
given .fome inftances-in the foregoing Dif-
courfe.. Infhort, this Confent exprefs’d by
‘Compa&s, concerning thefe ‘moft general
-ats of Benevoleace,which may be:canfidered
_inany difquifition conterning the Lawsof na-

* . ture, is either not to'be called Artificial, or

ifit be fo termed,that Term is fo ta be under-
'_ S ftood




Conftderrd and Confuted. 349
ftood,asit agrees with all Men’s naturalCon~
fents, and not as it may be oppofed to them;
that fo it may become thereby lefs firmand .
durable,as Mr. H.fuppofes it. For the figni-
fication of a natural Confent, conftituted by
words, tho’ with fome kind of Art, dothnot
at all diminifhits firmnefs or duration ; and
therefore I think it doth fufficiently appear,

that Mr. H. is very. much miftaken, when

he fuppofes that the agreement of Brutes

~ of the fame kind is more conftant and natu-

ral than thatamong Men;and that Men’s na-
tural Propenfions to a Benevolence towards
others, arenot {o ftrong in Men, as in other
Animals : So that I fhall leave it to theim-

partial Reader, whether upon a due confide-

ration of his Anfwers, and our Replies, he
will conclude, as this Author doth in his
Treatife de Homine,chap.xo. That Men do ex-
ceed Wolves, Bears, and Serpents, in Craelty
and Rapacity, who are not yapacions beyond hun-
ger ; which if he had affirmed of fome Men
who are degenerated from all fentiments of -
humanity, had not been much amifs ; but to

- affirm it of all Mankind in general, is too

fevere and falfe a cenfure to be let pafs:

; Whereas it muft be, atthe worit, acknow-
-ledged, That no general Propofitions can be

made, concerning the particular Paffions and

- Humoursof all Men; fince there s notonly

| agreat-
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a.greater difference of Wit,butalfo a greater
ariety of Paffiens and Inclinations amongft

Kdenst.han Brutes;.and that not only among
whole Natiops, but particular perfons : For
all the kinds of Brates have almoft the like
Inclinations, and are governed by the like
paflions and appetites ; {0 thatif you know
one of them, you almoft know them all:
But in Mankind, fo many Men, fo many
Minds, and fo manyalmo feveral Humours
and Difpofitions : And which is more, the
fame Man doth not only differ from otflerg
but.alfo oftentimes from himfelf ; and that
which-dt one sime he mightily loves and ap-
provesof at another heabhors and condemns:
~ '§. 16. Yet fo much I fhall grani Mr. H;
That Menare tormented withmany Paffions
unknown to Brutes; fuch as are Covetouf-
nefs, Ambition, Vain-glory, Envy, Emu-.
lation, or Strife of Wit, with the Senfe of
which, Brutes are not atall concerned; all
which I confefs,do extremely hinder Men’s
natural Peace and Concord : So on the other
fide, he hath not only feveral other Paffions;
~ thatas{trongly perfwade him to feck and ob=
ferve them, yet God hath alfo endued him
- with Reafon,whereby from the confideratiot
of hisown Nature,and of othet things,he ftiay -
- attaina knowledg of his Deity; éin%g,ge thétz‘gf

. ‘ . By

'
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| by led to difcover, that all the Laws of Nax o

tare are not only bare diftates of Reafoh
but are alfo Laws truly eftablithed by thg
Will of God the Legiflator, for his own
- Honour, and the Happinefs and Prefervagi-
- on of Mankind. Butfo far I'fhall agree with
Mr. H.that in any Country,whete Men: live
~without any knowledg of a Law, either na-
tural or reveal’d, there,where ever it is, they
are in as bad an eftate, if not worfe, than
.Brutes can be imaginedtobe. :

§. 17. Toconclude, I caririot bu take rios
tice, that Mr. Hs. Hypothefis laboursundet
thefe great Abfurdities. - Firff, He fuppofes
- that in the State of Nature a Man’s Reafon

tells him, that his Self-prefervation cannot
be obtained without this War againft alt
Men ; but afterwards his experience makinfg
him fenfible of the fatal Evils and Mifchiefs
- which proceed from this kind of Life, he by
his reaign found out,and then propofed thofe
Conditions of Peace, called Laws of Nature,
in ordgr to liis own Happinefs dnd Self-pre-
fervation ; as if Right Reafon could ever
di@tate contradiCtory or oppofite means to
- this fame end,fuch as are a State of War, and
a State of Pedce ; a neglect and violation ofalt
the Laws of Nature, as lawful and neceffary
for 2 Man’s fafety -in the State of Nature,and

!



352 M. Hobbs’s Principles
a ftri& obfervation of themiwhen once enter:
ed into a Civil State; for the fame’ de-

ﬁgSecond{y; This Hypothefs is highly dero:.
gatory to the Goodnefs and Providence of
God ; for if he were the Author and Crea-
* tor of Mankind (as certainly he was) then
i By, par. Whoever believes this ¥ Hypo-
t“.‘f;‘gnﬁf'{‘ﬁf};} thefis, muit alfo believe that,
poliy, Chap. 4. God contrived things fo ill,
p. 126,127 that unlefs his Creatures had
been mare cunning and provident than
himfelf; they muft of neceffity (like the -
Earth-born Brethren in Ovid’s Metamorphofis)
have perifhed by each others hands as foon
asthey were made. So thatthe preferva-
tion and well-being of Mankind would be
entirely attributed totheir own Witand Cun-
ning, and not to God’s Goodnefs or Provi-
dence, who muft have fent his Creatures in-
to the World in fuch an evil ftate as thould
oblige them firft to feek their own mutual
Ruin and Deftrution, as the way, to their -
Prefervation, So that Mankind muft oweall
the happinefs and comfort of their Lives; not
to their Creator, but themfelves : fince with
him the Laws of Nature, whereby they are
preferved,were not given or eftablifhed by
- God, their Legiflator, but are only fo many
Rulesof Art or human Wit, like other In<
ventioms
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ventions of Men’s contriving, and ftill fup-
pofe Man to be departed from that Natural .
ftate of War in which God put him, intoan
Artificidl one of Peage of hisown making.But

_certainly the Deity that made us ( if we fup-

pofe him Good and Wife) made us not to be
miferable, as Mr. H, himfelf confefles we
muft have been, had we continued in this
ftate of War. Sothat to fuppofe God made
us, and left us in that condition, it is direGly.
to deny our Creator’s Goodnefs. And then i1f
we fuppofe him Wife, we cannot imagine
that he would frame a fort of Creatureson-'
ly to deftroy themfetves, unlefs we can be-
lieve his Sole defign wastofpcrt himfelf in
their folly and madiefs, in behold.ng them
by all the 'ways and arts of Force and Fraud
contriving their own mutual Deftruétion:
And therefore if the Creation of Man were
the produ&t of the Divine Wifdom and
Goodnefs, his Natural State muft have been
that of Peice, and not fuch a Conditionas
that whichthis Author fuppofes. .
Laftyy, Mt. H, doth himfelf ingenioufly .
confefs, that he believes there was never .
altually fuch a ftate of War, as he fuppafes,

- and defcribes ¢ And tlicrefore, tho I grant.

it is Both lawful dnd ufual for natural Philofo-
hers, who not being able, thidagh theim4
gcility of duc humande Faculvies, td difcgver
‘ Ad tlie
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the true Nature and Effences of Bodies, oro-
ther Subftances, do therefore take a liberty to
feign or fuppofe fuch an Hypothe(is, as they
think will beft {uit with the nature of the
things themfclves, of which they intend -
to treat; and from thence to frame a body of
natural Philofophy, or Phyf{icks, as Arij};lle
of old, and Monfieur des Cartes, in our age
have performed : Yet can we not allow the
fame liberty inMoral orPraétical Philofophy,
as in Speculative. And therefore fucha pre-
carious Hypothefis, as thisof a natural ftate
of War, 1s by no means to be admitted as
the neceffary confequence of that natural
Right, which every Man hath to preferve
himfelf: For whether we confider Mankind
to have been together with the world, gene-
rated from all Eternity, as Ariffotle, and the
more modern Platonifts did believe ; or elfe
to have {prung out of the Earth like Mufh-
rooms, as Epicuras of old, and Mr. H.in his
De Cive fuppofe ; or elfe as we, according (to
the Divine Revelation of the holy Seriptures,
do believe, That Mankind, was at firft pro-
pagated from one Man, and one Woman, .
created for that purpofe by God : Now let us
- at-prefent fuppofe which of thefe we pleafe
- to be the true Original ofmankind,we cannot
from thence with any Reafon conclude,that
- there was at any time fucha ftate of War olg
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"+ all Men againfta]l; for. if, according to the
" firft Hypothefis, we fuppofe Mankind té be
. Eternal, they were likewife from all Eterni-
© ty,propagated by diftin&t Parhilies,and divi-
ded into feveral Nations, and Commog-
wealths, as they are at this day. But if ithe
< objefted, that thofe diftin®t Nations oF
i+ Commonwealths,” were always fuch from
= allEternity ; Then it wilt likewife follow,
4 that they were alfo from all Eternity id
5??" the fome ftate they now are:; that is, not
t  of War,but Peace. But we {hall further fhew
2 the abfurdity of this Suppofition, before we
: have concluded our Confiderations upop
 this Head. . So, on the other fide, if we proz
¢ . ceed upon the Epicarean Hypathe is,0of Man-
¢ kind’sfpringing out of the Earth ; if we do
i pot likewife fuppofe them tohave been made
©  Jike Game-Cocks, or thofg Barth-born Men
. T have already, méntioned,who pirefently ftlf
1 §1 ﬁghtingand,dgftroying each other wit! oﬁcg
: any Caple, it willnot do the bufinefs : An
» .therefore let us now with Mr. H. fiippofé
ro ﬁi@f@ Méﬁ‘z;jo be all made of equdl f’freﬁgdl{
oth of body and mind ; it is plain, tha

£ ,ﬁbgymuﬁ be at fitftin a ftate of Peace, be=
i f—ow they cbuld ever fall together by the Ears;
- 19 then the flate .of Peace was Prior in Na-
;- fure;ta thatot War, dnd alfp more dgreesble
o SHudE Natie T
vs o

az” L .u. : . 2&%':
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2dly, Suppofing thefe Earth-born Men to
hhave been all Rational Creatures,and equal
in ftrength and cunning, they would never
have entered into a ftate of War, and have
fallento .cut each other’s Throat’s without
fome juft Caufe, or Provocation firft given.
For if they were all equal, every Man would
confider each of his Fellows asofa likeabili-
ty with himfelf ; and thatif he ftruck him
firft without any caufe, he would be as well
abletorefift, and make his party good with
him, as he could be to hurt him ; the fear of
which would have rather caufed Peace than
‘War : Since whoever ftruck firft, could not
be fure of the Victory ; And if any two fhould
have falleri to Cuffs, this could be no Reafon
farall the reft to have alfo fallen together by
the Ears, fince there was no caufe why the
fhould fuppofea Willor Inclination in eacK .
other to War, till they had exprefled it by
fome outward figns : fo that this natural E-
_quality among Men,and mutual fear of each
other,which Mr. H. fuppofes to be the chief
Caufes of War, would certainly have rather
inglided thefe Mento Peace.
. But if we follow the Divine Authority of
the Holy Scriptures, it is then certain, That
all Mankind being derived from one Man,
and one Woman,their Children could never
bein this ftate of War towardstheir Pa’renés,
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by Mr. H’s own confeffion ; much lefs could ,
the Parents ever be founnaturaltowards their .
Children, who were made out of their own’
Subftance ; nor yet could the Brothers, ot
Sifters, who partake of the fame Human Na-
ture derived from their Common Parents,and
who were bred up together from their Infan- -
cy ina ftate of Peace and Amity, be rational-
ly fuppofed prefently to have fallen together
by the ears without any other caufe, or pro-.
vocatiqn given,than Mr. HPs Paffions of mu-
tual diftruft, and defire of glory : Therefore
when after the Fall of 4dsm,Man’s Nature

‘was degenerated into that ftate we now find

it, wherein Men’s Paffions, I own, do too of-
ten domineer over their Reafon ;- and thag
Cainthrough Malice and Envy,{lew his Bro-,
ther, as weread in Genefis, as it is the firft
Example of Man’s Degeneracy, o it is alfo
of God’s diflike, and punifhment of this cruel
Sin of Murther, which is indeed but the ef+
fe& of this Author’s itate of War.
" But I begthe Reader’s pardon if I have

‘beentoo prolix inthe confuration of this Prin-

- ciple; this being the main foundation of all

thofe Evil and Falfe Opinions contained in
this Author’s Moral and Political Works : if
therefore this is throughly deftroyed, all that
is built upon it will fall of it felf, But fince
Mr. H. hath by his Suppofition of certain

. Aay Com-
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Comipaéts,or Covenants,undertaken to fhew
a'Method howMen got out of this wretched
ftate of War; let usfee whether his next
~ Principle wxll anfwer the Deﬁgns he pro-

pofes.

PRINCIPLE VIIL

& 1. That mutual Compaé’z‘: of Fidelity in the
- State of Namre, are wxd bat L jb ina C om-

monmalth

chh Prmcnp‘e he cxpreﬂ'cs and
proves at large, in his de Cive,

in thefe words : But thofe Covenants that are
made by Comtrai?, where there is a mutual Traft,
Aeither party e;fomm any thing prefently in
the fiate o ture zm] Juft Fear fball arife
on either de arevoid, For be who firft performs,

 becaufe of the evil difpofision of the greateft part

of Men, only ﬁadymg their own profit, no matter

whether by tight or wrong, betrays himfelf to
the buft o of lm§ with wboﬁ he coifra[f:f:fFor
there is mo reafon that amy Min' (bould perform
firfts if it be not bikely that the other will perforim.
afterwards: ; which whether it be likely or not, he
who fears, mnﬁ jadpe, s it 35 [Gewn in the for-
mer Chaptery Avt 9. 1 fay, things® are thus in
: ibe ﬂate q’ »m:re ém in 4 Crwl faze, wzere
o t ere




T

" firft, doth bus

'Cbﬂﬁde’rka’, and Confuted; 259

 there is one who can co}n])el them both, he who by

Contrait is Lﬁr.&‘ toperform, ought firft todo it.
For fince the other may be compelled, the reafon

 ceafes, for which he fearéd the other wouldnot

perform. - .
hich Principle is fomewhat otherwife

- exprefled in [his Lev. chap.. 14. and fince

it differs from the other, in the manner of

_expreffion, I fhall likewife give it you in his

own words. If a Covenant be made wherein
neither of the Parties perform prefently, bat traft

‘ome anather, in the condition of mere. Nature

(which is acondition of War of everyman againft

© every man) }tfon any reafonable [uppofition, itis
5

woid ; but if there be a common Power [et over

 thews boih, with right and force fufficient to com-

pelperformante, it is not void ; for he that per-
formeth firft, hath no affurance the other will per-
form afterwards , becaufe theé mere bonds of
“words are too weak.to bridle Men’s Ambition, A-
warice, Anger, and other Paffions, without the
fear of Jome coercive Power ,(which in the condi-
tion of mere Nature, where all Men are equal,
and judges (2" the juftne[s of their own }l/‘eafs,tari-{ |
not polfibly be [u [o_/éd) ; and he which performs

) etray himfelf to his enemy, conp- -
trary to the Right (he can mever abandon) of
difending his /{fge, andmeans of living, -

A," a4 ’ 2.

\
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§. 2, You may no% more plainly fee the
reafon why he fuppofes in the foregoing
Chapter, That all Kings and perfons of So-
vereign Authority, are always in a pofture,
or ftate of War ; which he more plainly ex-.
prefles in his de Cive, chap. 10. §. 17. in thele
words ; But what. are divers Commonwealths,
but [0 many Garrifons fortified againft each other
with Arms and Ammunition? Whofe State, be-
caufethey are kept in awe by no common Power,
. (altho’ an uncertain Peace, or (bort Truces may
intervent) is yet to be accounted for the fFate of
Natare, that is, for a flateof War. From all
which it is eafie to deduce the grievous mif-
chiefs that would thereby happen to man-
kind. Forin the firft place thefe Civil Sove-
reigns he mentions, can never be obliged by
any Covenants from making War upon, and
ruining each other, nor can beaccufed for
breach of Faith, or Infidelity, whenthey do
{o; for being ftill in the ftate of Nature, that
will neceffarily follow, which he lays down
at theend of his former Chapter, as the con-
fequences of this flate: To this War of every
man againft every map, this alfo is confequent,
that nothing cam be unjuft. The notions of Right
andWrong, Juftice and Injuftice, have there mo
place ; where there is o common Power, there
is no Law ; where no Law, no Injaftice. Force
and Fraud arein War the two Cardinal §V ertug:,
‘ ‘ . 3.90
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§. 3. So that you fee upon thefe Principles

, it is altogether in vain for Princesto make

any Articles or Covenants of Peace with

each other ; no, not if they fwear to them

never fo folemnly ; for in thelaft words of.
this Chapter he tells us, That the Oath adds
nothing to the Obligation ; for a Covenant, g
lawful, binds in the fight of God, without the
Oath, as much as with it  if unlawful, binds
not at all, tho it be confirmed with an Oath : So
that if the Covenant could not oblige, the
Oath will ferve to aslittle purpofe : What

. Princes will thank him for this Dorine, I

know not ; but T hope it is notan Apology

- for'the late ations of any Princes but the O¢-.

toman Emperor, and our Chriftian Grazd
Segnior on the other fide the water. But if
the ftate of Princes towards each other is fo
bad, that of the Subje&s is much worfe ; for
from thefe Principlesthe fafety of all Ambaf-
fadors, Merchants, and Travellers in the
Territories of any Prince or State with
whom weare at Peace, is thereby utterly ta-
ken away ; nor can the Subjets beina better
condition than their Mafters ; for by this
Author’s determination, they are prefent-
ly Enemiesas foon as they come under a
Foreign Power : for fuch Princes being
always in the ftate of Nature towards eac%
other, it is a part of their Natural Rightor
Brero-
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Prerogative, to force all thofe that are weaker
to give 4 Caution of their futwre Obedience (and
?ood behaviour) unlefs they will rather fuf-

er Death. For nothing can be imacined more
abfurd, than that he who being weak you have

in yosr power, by letting himgo, you may ren-
der both _/lipn:g, and your Encmy’. All which

are his own words, in" his De Cive, Cap. 1.

§. #4. Nor canIunderftand what he means

by a Caution of future Obedience, butthe

Submiffion of thofe who are thus feized up-

on, and their coming into the fame Com-

monwedlth,andfubjecting themfelvés wholy
+ totheir Empire;whothus lay hold on them:
For he tells us prefently after, Thar acertain
and x,'n?ﬁible Porer confers 4 Right of Govern-
ing and Ruling thofe, who cannot refift it.  So
that if this Doétrine be true, in what an
ill condition are Ambaffdors, dud other
Strangersin foreign Countries now atLeague

with us;ariy one may eafily perceive. Well, "
but fuppofe futh Strangers could, or would

fubmit themfelves abfolutely to thefeForeign
. Powers, they may yet chufe whether they
will accept it; fince no Law of Nature, ac-
- cording to Mr.Fs Principles, can oblige Fo-

reigners'to any outward Ats of Kifidnefs or

Mercy fowards others, whoare notef the
~ fame Common-wealth,fince they may either
accept ofthis theirSubmiffom,or elfe refufe it
o : . and

g—_ N
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and put them to Death, tho otherwifé hever -
fointocent, Ut T

§. 4. But if Compadhs twith thofe oF diffe-
rent Comamonwealths; whethier Prinices or
Subjefs, dte of fo -little force, ler us fee

‘whether they will fignify arty more among

thofe; who having dgreed to renounce this
State of Nature, are willing to transfer’ alt
their Power upon ohe; or more Perfons, and
fo enter into his Commonwealth. Where;

" first, T defire you to obferve, that thefe Pads

or Covenants, by which every Man renoun-
ces his Natural Right, are ftill madein the
State of Nature, in which State, it is lawful .
for any Man to doubt of another’s Fidelity ;
but whether a Man juftly fears that another
will not perform his part, he that féars, is
the only Judge ; and therefore Mr. H. con-
cludes, that every Man hath caufe to fear,
whenever he is afraid. Which reafon, if it
were of any force, would infer, that noton-
ly thofe Compa&ts areinvalid, in which no-
thing is perform’d on either part ; but alfo
thofe in which any thing of any momentre-
mains yet to be done by either Party ; for he -
who- will not keep Faith any lon§er, nay
when he pleafes pretend to be afraid, left
the other fhould break his Faith wich him,
and that very juftly, whifft ke himfelfis tl;e |
o o : only
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'onlg Judge of it ; and therefore his Reafon
(whi

ch is always fuppofed to be right) may

~not only tell him, that heneed not perform
his part of the Covenant, but alfo that it is
abfolutely void, if he thinks fit to. make it fo,
But if any one will fay, that he himfelf hath
prevented this Obje&ion bLBiS Annotation
to this Article;as alfo in his Lev. in this Chap,
That the Caufe of fear, which makes fuch a Co-
venant invalsdy, maft be always fomething ari-
fing 2&0‘ the Covenant made, as fome new fuit,
‘or other fign of the Will not to perfom, elfe it
cannot make the Covenant void. For that which
could not hinder & Man from promifing, ought

not to be admitted as an hindrauce of performing.

All which, tho it be very true, yet if what
he hath already alledged in.his foregoing
Seltion be alfo true, it will not fignity any
thing ; becaufe he there tellsus, that whe-

ther 1t is likely that he will perform, ornot, -

he who is afraid, is the only Judge, (right or
wrong, it is all one) and therefore this fear
of another Man’s failing in his truft, ma
either arife from his calling to mind the falfe
and evil Difpofition of all Men, which be-
fore the Compact he had not well confidered,
or elfe he may fuppofe any A& of the other
- Parties (tho never fo innocent) to be a
fufficient fign of his ‘Will not to perform
his part. Nor is there any thing in the Stat%
. B 0

e
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of . Nature,which can make fuch atimorous
Man fecure of the Fidelity of others, for the
performance of their Compa& ; becaufe
as Mr. H. tells us in his De Crve,Cap. 5. §. 1,
2.Cap. 7. §. 27, ~ Al the hope of Jecursty i

placed, in that 4 Min may prevent. all others

" either openly, or by furprife. So,that altho it
appeart dhat the Urilty “of obferving of

Compa&ts benever fo manifeft, yet cannot
it by this Principle lay any firm Qbligation
upon Men’s minds,buit that'they may depart

- from them, whenever -they will negleét or

overfee this Utility, or that they think they
may better fecure their own Intereft by any -
other means; fince the Will and Confcience
of Man can never be fo obliged by their
naked Compas, that they may not depart
from, or a&t contrary to them, whenfoever
they think they .may fafely, and for their

- own privateadvantage doit.  For the Obli-

gation will not only ceafe,if it fhall pleafe
all thofe who have focovenanted to depart
from their Covenants at once,as when Men
difcharge themfelves of them by mutual con-
fent : But {fuppofing, this confent flill to con-
tinue,theforce of an Obligatiop will however
be wanting ; for fince that di€tate of Reafon
of keeping Compaéts, has not as yet attain-
ed the force of a Law, as being made (asI
havealready obferved) in the meer ftate of

o o  Nature;
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~Nature ; any fingle’ Perfon, according to
his pacticular Humour, o¢ predominant Paf-
fion of Pear, or Sufpicion, or Self-intereft,
may depart from, this diftate of Reafon, tho
the feft donot agreefo to do; becaufe no
Man according to Mr.H, in the Law of Na-
ture,can ever be tied by any Compa& to quit
 the doing of that which he judges nece ary,
for hisown Intereft, or Self-defence. For i
the very beginning of this 14th. Chapter in
his Lev, he defines 2 Law of Nature to be
4 Pretpﬁ(, or_general Rale found out by Reafon,
by which 4 Man _is forbidden to do that which is
deftruitive of bis Life, or takes away the means
'oj/!pre erving the [ome, and to omit thit by
which be thinketh it may be bejt Preferved,
So that for the prefervation of a Map’s life,
or whenever hethinks thofe Compa&s may
take away the meaps of preferving it, he
- may without crime fail in keeping his Com.

pa,é{s either for Publick Peace, or the obfer-
vation of Juftice with his Fellow-fubjels,or
of Fidelity, orof Obedienee tohis Civi]So-
vereign ; whoupon thefe Principles, is in no,
better a condition, nor {0 good, asan ofhig
Subje€ts: Becaufe M. H. doth not allow in
his Leviathan, Cap. 18, of any compaftstobe
made between the Soversign, and the. Sub-
$&s ; who anly Covenant one :with’ the

other, and not with him, to give p"ﬁi;hég}'
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‘tight of governing themfelves to this Man,

or Affembly of Men,and that they do there-
by authorize all his Ations.Sothat fince this
Compa& is made in the ftate of Nature, and
that this Law of keeping of Compacls, is
only a diftate of Reafon, and no Law ;it can
lay no higher obligation upon Men’sConfci-
ences in the ftate of Nature, than any otber
Law of Nature,which Mr.H. plainly tellsus
Chap.17.In the ffate of Nature do wot oblige:nor
can the Common Power fet over Men, lay

“any obligationin Confcience uponthem,why

they fhould not break thefe Compaftsto-

- wards each other, when ever they think it

convenient:For fince the Civil Sovergign.can -
only oblige them toits outward obfervation
by thofe Punifhments which he is pleafed to

- appoint for fuch offences asare deftruétive to
~ the Publick Peace,every Man that will ven-

ture the fear of difcovery, or being taken, or
whenever he thinks he can make a Pa

ftrong enough to defend himfelffrom thofe
that would punifh him for the breach of>em ;
may fafely, nay lawfully, tranfgrefs them,
when-ever the awe,or fear of the Civil Sove-
reign ceafes. Sothatitis evident there doth

~ ftill need fome higher Law,or Principle than

this of meer Fear of theCivil Power, to make
Men honeft, ‘or to keep, their Compatts
when they have made them. |

. § 5. To
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"§. 5. To Conclude, Mr. H. doth far ex:
iceed his Mafter Epicurus in this raré jnven-
tion ; for that old Fellow, one would think,
had fufficiently fhakén the foundations of all
common Peace, and Juftice, when he laid
down' in his ratis [ententiis or eftablifhed
© o diates, That there is no fuch thing
L:err‘:‘,‘.u?"’.g' as Jufbice between thofe Nations who

. vi- . Y R
taEpicuri..  either could not, or would not enter
. into mutual Covenants that they
[bould not hart, or be hurt byeach other ; Yet
however, he thought fit to leave the force
of thof¢ Compaéts unviolated,although there
was no common Power over them, which
might keep thofe¢ Nations in awe. But
Mr. H. that he ntight indulge as muchias lie
could to his darling paffion of Fear, hath alfo
allowed Men this Liberty, That in the ftate
of Nature, Compa&ls of mutual Fidelity
may by right be violated, without any othcr
caufe given,than the fear of fufpicion of the
Party afraid.

~ PRIN:
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PRINCIPLE IX

. The Law of Niture is not properly @ Law, uh: |

defs as it is delivered in the Holy Scriptaves.

§i1. Hich Principlé heé endedvours t§
provein his De Cive Cap. 3. Art:
the laft,in thefe words : Bat thofe that we tall
Laws of Nature, being nothing elft but certain
conclufions anderffood by regfogn concerning the
doing of things ; (whereas 4 Law, properly and
accarately [peaking, Is the word of him that om=.
mands fomething to be done, or not doié z
others) ; they are not’ Laws, properly [peaking, 2s
‘they proveed from Natare : Tet asfar us they are
given by God in the Holy Scripture, they are pro<

~ Derlycalled by th name of Laws;W hich likewife

he hath givenlus by another tutn ir his'Levid<
than; Cap. 14.in thefe words : Thefe dictates

. { Reafon, Men nfe to call by the Name of Léws,

ut improperly, for they are but Concluflons, or
Tbeoregmpcmzeming whas tonducesh ta the ton-
Servation and defence of themfelves ; whereas

Law properly is the word of him, that by right

 hash acommand ovér othets, Bt yeb if wecon-

fider the fame Theorems as delivered in the word
of God, that by Right commsands. all things, ihen
afe théy properly ealled Laws: o
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§. 2. The Reafon for which opinion he
give us in his De Cive Capi5,4.1, 2,3. in thefe
words ; It is [el Lmanz'ﬁ'jl, that the actions of
Men do proceed from their Will, and their Wil
from Hope and Fear : Sothat as often as it
feems, that agreater Good, or lefs Evil is like
to. happen to them , froms:the wiolasion of

.Laws, Men willingly wviolate them ; therefore

overy Man’s hope of [fecurity amd prefer-
vation is placed i’;v this, tfbat b'z wmay beljzble to
prevent his Neighbour esther by his own force or
art, apenly or at unawares. From whence it is
plasn, that the Laws of Nature donot prefently,
* Jofoon as they are known, give [ufficient [ecursty
to every one, of obferving them ; and therefore
Jo long as,za caution can be abtained from the In-
vafionof others, that Primitive Right muft flill

remain to every one, of taking Care of himfelf

by all the ways that he will, orcan ; whichis the
R)jgbt of all Men, to all thizgs,.or the Right of
War ; ard it [uffices for the. fulflling of
the Lamof Nysure, that anyone fhould be rea-
dy or willing to havePeace when it may be had
with fecarity.

& 3. So likewife in bis Leviathan, Chap.

14i:bo be gremts that the Laws of Nature oughs
20 be obfexved, yet becaufe they are contrary to our
Natural Paffions, that carry us to Partiality ,
Pride, Revenge, and the like ; and their Cove-
. o nants

R
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nants without the Sword, are but VVords, and
have no firength. to fecure a Man at all ; theres
fore, notwithftanding the Laws of Natare, if
there be no Power ereited, or not great enough
for owr fecarity, every Man will, and may law-
Sully rely on his own Strength and Art,for caution
againft allother Men. And in bis 15th. Chap. -
of his Leviathar he farther tells us, The Laws
of Nature oblige in forointerno, that isto [ay,
they bind to a defire that they fhould take place: Bus

. in foro externo, that is, to the putting them in .

Aét, not always. For he that (bould be modéft
andtraitable, and perform all he promifes ir;/?zcl;
time, . and place, where no Man elfe wonld do fo,
fbould but make himfelf a Prey to others, and -
procure his own certain Ruin, contrary to the
ground of all the Laws of Nature, which tend
to Nature’s Prefervation. =~~~

§. 4. I havebeen thelatger in giving you
his own words inthis place, becaufe I could
not well contra& them witloyt {poiling his
Senfe ; and alfo that vou may the better fee
‘whether he be clearly anfwered, ornot. T
the Firft place therefore , if it be alréady
made out in the precedent Difcourfe, that
in this Propo(ition of ¢sdeavosring the Commop
Good of Rational Beings, are contained all
the Laws of Nature, and thatit doth like-

-wife appear to proceed from God, from the

2 Nature

\
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Nature of things, and thofe Rewards and

Punifhments he hathannexed to its obfervati-
on or tranfgreffion : Thennotwithftanding
what Mr. H. hath here faid,this Law of Na-
ture is properly a Iaw ; as having all the
conditions neceffary thereunto : But that
which might lead Mr. H. into this Error,
was, That all Writers upon this Subje&,
thought it fufficient to define the Law of Na-
ture to be only a Di€tate of right Reafon,

without deducing its Authority from God, -

as a Legiflator : Or if they have fuppofed

.God the Author of it, as Swarez in his Book
~ de Legibus ;and Grotiws in his de Fure Belli &
pacis have done, Yet they contented them-
telves with fuppoﬁnﬁslthat God had imprefs’d
thefe Idea’s upon Men’s Souls, as {omany
innate Notions, which they call the Light of

N:eare, without fhewing us by fome more

p'ain or certain means (as our Author hath

done in" the preceding Difcourfe) how we

may atrain to the knowledge of this Law.

The weaknefs, or pecarioufnefs of which
Hyporhefis being difcovered by Mr. H. gave

him occafion to {uppofe that the Law of Na-
ture was not properly a Law, for want of a
Legiflator; and farther, they having defined

this Law of Nature to be a dicfate of right
‘Reafon, which feems only properto revealed
‘or Civil Laws, delivered in fome fet form of
- " words,
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- words, Mr. H. hath here alfo defined a Law,
" To be the Word, or Speech of him who hath

Right to Command a thing to be-done, or not
to be done : And fo the Laws of Nature, not
being delivered in any fet form of Words,

. cannot be upon thefe grounds properly

§. 5. But I think we have already fuffici-
ently proved, that theLaw of Nature, being
to be colleGed from our own Natures, and
that of other things without us,does not con-
fit inany fet form of Words, but in thofe .
true Notions or Idea’s taken from the things
themfelves : And we have already fhewn, .
that Perfons born deafand dumb,are capable
of underftanding this Law, though they
have not the ufe of Words. And Mr. H,
himfelf before he isaware, doth fufficiently-
confefs this Truth in more places'than one-
of hisdeCive. For after he hath in thelaft
Art. of his Third Chap. denied the Laws of

'Nature to be properly Laws, he begins his

4th. Chap. with thefe Words,
That which is called the Natural, and Moral,

~ the fame is wont to be-alfo called the Divine Law,

wor unde_/érwdg’;‘becmﬁ Reafon, which s rhe
very Law of Nuture, is immediately given by
God to every Man, as the ‘Rule of his Aétions

s alfo becaufe the Precepts of Life which are
BN Bb3 '

‘thence

Y
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thence derived, are the [ame which are given by -
the Divine Majefty for the Laws of his Heaven-:

by Kingdom byour Lord Fefus Chrift; dnd his

Holy Apoftles. . Thofe things: therefore which.
- may be before underffood by Reafon concerning the,

Law of Natare, the [ame me ffapll endeavour..to

~ confirm fromthe Holy Scriptare. So likewife:

,in his 15¢h, Chap. Article 3. hetells us, Thar
the Laws of God are declared, after a Threefold

manner. The. Firft. of which, is by the Tacir

Dictates of Right Reafon : Fiom both which-

places we may plainly colle&t,That if the Laws-

of Nature are Dictates of Right Reafon, and if
the Laws of God,and Nature, or Reafon; dre alt
one and the [ame, and. thas Right Reafon.is the:
very Lawof Nature, andis immediately given.

by Godtoevery Man as & Rule of his Aétians; it

will likewife as necefJarily follow, that thofe Laws
or. Ditates- of Reajon aré alfo. Divine, (ince
they proceedfrois: God as a Legsflator. Nor will
it ferve his turn to -alledg, as he dothin his
Leviathan. x5, Chap. ~Tbat the Jame Laws
(viz.) . of Nature, becanfe. ,they oblige only
10 4 drfive, and endeavout (I-mean an unfeigned
and contant endeavour) aré eafy.to be obferved
For i that e requireth pothing but- endeavour:
He that endeavcureth their performanceas
far as he can,hath really pecformedchem;And:

he that fulfilleth the Law, isjuft.

Vi 46 Thi
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" §: 6. This will prove a meer’ Evafion, if

- you pleafeto confider, That unlefs the Laws

of ‘Nature: regard. the outward A&ioss of

‘Men, they cannot:partake of the ndture of

Laws,ner dothey.carty any obligations alon
with them, becaufe it.is impoffible to fee

Peace with others, or todepart from our na-

tural Rights by any internal A& ofthe Mind
albhe,w{%h()lbt outward A&ions;and moft of
thofe A&ionisde it their owa mature neceffa-
rily regard, and concern: othets:befides:our

- felves.  But ‘if the {heuld-veply, that fuch

A&ionsare improperlycalled Laws,for want
of Rewards -and Panithments: To-this-we
may likewife return, That we:have already

fully proved i this Dilcourfe,that they carry

- with them'the true force ofLaws, as com

taining all the Conditions' neceflary thereun-

to. And he himfelfin his Leviathan, chap.21.
dotli exprefly acfknov'rledg&z‘pdfet down di~ -

ents which are

vers of thofe natural Punj

appointed by:Ged as natural effels of the

Tranfgrefflon,ior breach of the Law of Na-
ture. W hichi Paflage, becaufe I have already

-

tranfcribed it in the Difcourfe it felf,Chap.3:

I {hall therefore refer you thither. But in
fhort, I there be no Laws of Nature pro-
perly fo called,in the fate'of Nature, itwill
then likewife neceffarily follow, that there:
no fuch thing a5 Natural Rights properly fo
T o Bbg called ;
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called ; And fo his Right of all Men to all
‘things, and to make War uponall Men, will
be very improperly calleda Right ; for they
‘cannot be properly fo, but asthey are grant-
«ed,or permitted tous,by fome Laws properly
{ocalled,which in this {tate can only be _thot?:,
of God, or Naturg.. ... ... |

.. §. 7. But weare weary of fuch Contra-
ditions, therefore let us now’ praceed to ex-
amine the only. Reafon he briings why he de-
nies the obligationt ite extetnal Als in the
ftate of Nature,.(v¥s.) Beceufe we cannot be
Jesured tha others will obferve them in thofe
things which, are neceffary to our prefervasion
[and therefore infers] zhat every Man’s hopes
c[ hisown Security are placed bs this, That by

is own' Force or Wiles be may prevent his Neigh-
bour openly, ar at ukawares.. This is that in-
vincible : Argument’ which feems ftrong e-
nough . in his.Judgment to deftroy all out-
ward Obligatidns to the whole Eaw of Na-
ture.Yet I think for all that; it iseafly enough
ta be anfweral. - And, therefore in the firft
place, I fay, ..Lhat there is no need of fup-
pofing fuch a pérfet Security: to be afforded
by .the Laws of Nature concerning other
Men’s obferving them,as muft needs be free
from all Fear, before we can be obliged to
external A&tions canformable to them ; f;(l)r

L , -the

-

e
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‘the Will of God,the firft Caufe,being known

whereby heeftablifhes thefe Laws, t e:gwilf ‘

- arife a certain obli%:tion to.the performance.

of fuch external Aftions; tho;ih fome Men
may be fo wicked, asto break, or neglet
them, and to praltice evil and violent A&

~ ons towards thofe thet would obferve them; -

But I fhall now farther prove (motwith-
ftanding this QbjeCtion) that we are under a
greater obligation to the Laws of Nature,

~ than we are to the Civil Laws of our Coun-

try,to whofe external obedience he will have
alYMen,whatfoever obliged. For all Perfons,
although they are not under the fame Com-
monwealth, yet are all Members of the fame
more large Empire of God himfelf, Now it
is moft noterious, that thofe thatare Subjeéts
to thefame Civil Power, cannot be,perfeét+
ly fecure, either that their Fellow-fubjelts
will obferve all the Civil Laws,by abftaining
from Murther, Rcbbery, or Rebellion; &e.
or that the Civil Sovereign can, or will al-
ways punifh all the Tranfgreflors of his Laws,
efpecially - where Faftions are potent or Par-
dons prove eafy to be obtained by Money or

* Favour, though he is never fo watchful oyer |

the Publick Good.  So that if to thefe eanti-
ous Men of Mr. Fs Principles, it feemsa
fufficient Reafon for their outward obligati-
on to the Civil Laws, that it appears more -

© pro-
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probablethatthe Civil Sovereign both will &
-can- take care of the Authority of his Laws,
by proteQing the Obedient,and punifhing the
Reftalory; than that he will forbear, or
negle® fo todo; it will likewife follow,
That to a1l Men whoexercife true Piety, and
Obedience to Gods' Natural Laws, their ob-
ligation to obferve them will not prove the
more. infirm, though God doth not always
refently, and immediately punith all the
"raigreffions and Violations of his Natural
Laws:it being a fufficient fecuriry to them of
his Goodnefs and Juftice} fince he will cer-
tainly inflict more fevere  Punifhments upon
their Tranfgreffors; either in- this life, or
in ‘thdt to come ‘tham any Humane
Power: ‘can do 'upor Offenders : againft
their Civit Laws. : -Sothat if Mr. H’s Argu-

ment Were Valid, not only the outward ob-

ligation' of a1l Natural, but alfo of-all Civil
Lawswduld be quite deitrdyed ; becaufe in
neither Staté: we can be perfettly fecure,that
all othiers Witk obfetve them : and indeed he
dentarrds that which is - akogether impoffi-
ble,: wthéd hielrequires #n abfoluteand per-

feQt Sectrity- concerning future voluntary

A&tions y ‘eicher ‘in a2 Civil, or a Natural

Swate:; wihich: as'fuch can be only con-

o T
tingent.. -~ e
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-§. 8.-Butif he will, permlt us;tp call ‘hat

a State. of fecuri Eﬁwhlch is:the moft: free

of any. from the future, r., or
Mifery,we. affert, Thet God has

nifeft ta- all Men, hy all thOffc QWhmh

- we: have-already fhewn.te be fyfficient, w

evincslaur Obligation) thas @ym«mt of 9
Givil: Goverment 4 ;heg fhaube m@h more
fafe- from :all forss of Eyily Who. thail thof}
frifély.and conftandly ohforysallahe Laws
of; Nagure in his- ougwasd Ations;.as well
as; inrernal Enclingsions,. thaa | heo who (acr
cording. to Mr..El’s; @Q&FW%Mzrﬁek

- this Begurity by endeavQUIIRG: 10, Rréviess,

and .a ult all. ether:. Meﬂ,.byom
fl’&ud, leit /, 7 PUOn .
! Nudu; s N
But it is mceﬁetyswiﬂcm we,mmpaaaet the
dasigers, or feeurity - of omllﬁme, :
fowhich are.only: thefe who obfervathe Laws
of Nature in their mnwasdm«ms; agalfo
“of the wicked o unjult; whe dosptherwifs,
o make a true Experimens, 'which of -thefe
wm .give - moft . certain feeqrﬂ:y ;. therg

is not only to. be_reckoned' into thig acr

count-,’ thofe ‘Eyiils-which: may: happenito

them'from the Violenceof ottier Mien, byt ab-

o thofe, which fuch wicked Men bri g upon
themfelves by their inconftant: ane ﬂnreafom-

able Way of hvmg,as alfd by theik inordinate

Paffions,’
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Paffions, fuch as Envy, Anger, Intempe-
rance, ¢7. and moreover, all thofe Evils, or
Punithments, which may with reafon be
feared  from God, bothi in this Life, and in
‘that to come; whi¢halfoare to be confidered
‘not in anyone particular cafe, or in a few
circuniftances only, but in all thofe” that
?m:}t ‘happen- through the whole courfe of
their Lives; for otherwife it is impoffible,
that we thould truly judge which courfe of
Life, ‘either that of conftant Juftice or In-
1u{¥iee5 would be more fecure. But we have,

Hope already; fufficiently made our, that

their condition is much more happy and fe-
cure,who obfetve the Lawsof Nature in the
whole courfe of their A&ions,than thofe who
alt otherwife. '
- o " Which T’ fhall only add, That altho
:Mr: H.Himfelf, when he treats of tlic fecu-
rity Fedifiteto the' outward Obfervation of
~ ¢he La(ws of Nature, doth wholly infift up-
on a %}bfc@c’ dectrity ' from the Invafion of
_‘other Men, and -affirms, Becaufe itis not-to
‘be had in'the State of Nature, that therefore
1o body is obliged in that State to outward
alts of Juftice, but hath itill a Right to all
- things, and of making War upon all Men;
Yet1n other places of his Book, as if he had
forgot himfelf, he doth acknowledg (althe
‘but fparingly) that he himfelf perceived ltlleun:
S ' there
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~ there was a fufficient Obligation toan exter-

nal Conformity to the Laws of Nature, even *
out of a Civil State, left we {hould fall into -

- other Evils befides thofe'which may be fear-
. ed from the violenceof Men. As for Ex-

ample, when he endeavours to prove in his _
De Cive, Cap.3.§.2,3. That Faith is to be
kept with all Men, he fetches his reafon from
hence, That he who violates bis Covenant,
commits a Contradiction, which he acknowledges
to be an Abfurdity in Humane Conver[ation.

And therefore, ifhe can admit in this cafe,

that it is better to obferve, than to violate .
our Covenants, left we fhould fall intoa
Contradi&tion ; what reafon is there, why
we fhould not alfo univerfally infer thefame
confequence from ‘the breach of every Law

- of Nature, and confequently an Obligation

-to all theiroutward A&tions ? Since whoever
does fo, cannot avoid falling into as grofs a
Contradi&ion or Abfurdity in Humane Soci-

‘ety or Converfation; for whoever will feri-
oufly confider the Nature of ratiogal Agents,
will acknowledg, that all the Felicity poffi-
ble for them, doth depend upon the (E,om- \
mon Good and Happines of the whole
Syftem, as its neceffary and adequate Caufe; -
and therefore every Man ought to feek both
of them together ; for whenfoever he

fepa-
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feparates his .own private Good or Advan.

tage, from that of the publick; whichbe-

ing coffsradiCtory ways,of alting,muft needs
raife a Civil Wiar, pr Coateft in a Man’s own

Confeience, berweep, his Reafon, and his
- Paffions, which muft grigvoufly difturb its

Tranquility ; which Evil, {ince it alfo takes

,away hisPeace and Security,is no contempti-
ble. Punifhment naturally infliGted by God

for fuch Offences,

N §~ 9'.“ .I ﬁ;all now oﬁlil pi'opofe t'wd‘.R_-ea‘

fons more, whereby I think we may demon-
ftrate the' falfenefs of this Argument of
Mt. H, . The firft is, That Prefumption of
the Civil-Laws, both in our own, and all

other Kingdoms, which fufficiently declares

what Judgment Civil Sovereigns (whom

this Author makes the only Judges of right .

or wrong) have made of Humane Nature;to
wit, that every one is prefumed to be good,
until the contrary be proved by fome out-
ward A&ion, and that madeout by fuffici-
ent Proof 8r Teftimony ; and therefore, if

their Judgment be true, he muft own all

other Men ought not to be efteemed as Ene-
mies, or fo wicked as he is pleafed to fup-

- pofe ; fo that th(}y may be fet' upon and
‘killed,. tho never fo
vate Man’s fecurity. And this Prefumption

innocent, for any pri-

18
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Confidered, and-Confuted. gsg
is more ftrong againft Mr. H. becauft he
founds that Security, which he acknow-

" ledges to.be fufficient in Commonwealths,

upon thofe Punifhments by which the Su-
preme Powers can reftrain all Invaders

. of other Men’s Rights ; but it iscertain, that

no Punifhments are inflited in Civil States,

.unlefs according to. the Sentence of fome

Judges, who always give Sentence accordi
to this Prefumption. This thefore is eithé?g -
true Prefumption,'and { able to dire& our

- A&ions in the State of Nature, orelfeeven

in Commonwealths thereis not to befound a
fufficient fecurity . by the Laws made,
and -Punifhments inflited according to
this Prefumption ; and fo neither Civil Laws

- themfelves can oblige us to outward Adts,

and thus every Commonwealth would foon

 bediffolved. " But fince weare fatisfied, that

publick Judgments given according tothis
Prefumption, do for the moft part render
Men’s Lives fecure enough, and certainly

- much more fafe, thanif all who are arraign-
" ed atthe Bar were prefaumed to.be Enemies,
~ and according to Mr. H’s ruleof prevention,

- fhould be all forthwith condemned to fuffer

asguilty ; therefore it alfo follows, that the
private Judgments of particular Men con-
cerning others, made accordingto this Pre-

- fumpuion, do more conduce to the fecurity

gf.
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of all Men, than this Author’s rafh Prefump-
tion of the Univerfal Pravity of all Men,and
would thence perfuade us that all others in
the State of Narure are to be prevented, and
fer upon by force and fraud.

§: 10. A fecond Reafon to prove, that the
violation of the Laws of Nature, asto out-

ward als, will procure us lefs fecurity than

their exa& obfervation, may be drawn from
hence, That Mr. H{ himfelf confefles, there
will thence neceffatily followa War of all
Men againft all; which War being once fup-
pofed,he rightly acknowledges, that all Men
would become rhiferable,and muft prefently
perith : From whence it appears, that all
- fecurity is fought for in vain, by this mad
ftate ; {o that tHere can remain no moreh

of it ; tho Mr. H, teaclies otherwife in his

de Cive, cap. 5:8.1. and Lev. cap. 13. viz.

T hat in the mutual fear of Mes, no body hath

- abester way of fecarity, than by this anticipation

or prevention ; that is, every one may endea-
vour [0 long to [ubject all others byforce or fraud,
as e fees amy Man left, of whom he ought to be-
- mare ; that is, {o long as there is one Man left
alive ; and fo the whole Earth would foon
~ becomea defart, and the common fepulchre
of Mankind ; for no Man can provide any
atd ordffiltance for himfelf fromother Men
, \ , it

.
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in this ftate, becaufe Covenantsof mutual
Faith, by which alone others can be joined
in Society with him, will not obli&le to ex-
ternal alts inthis ftate, as I have fhown he¢
acknowledges ; and therefore there remains
no fecurity by this way of anticipation : So
that if* there be any fecurity in Nature, Iap-
peal to the Reafons and Confciences of Men,®
whether this is not more likely to be had by
the endeavourof the common Good of Mans
kind,by doing good and not evil to thofe who -
have done us po harm, than by Mr. H’s me:
thod of Anticipation which can yield no fe- -
eurity at all. .

o, .

FRINCIPLE X

That she Laws of Nasuve aré alterable @t thé
Wikl of the Civil Sovereign,

§: 1.7 "His is a hatural confequence from

= what he hathalready laid down,
That nothing is morally good or evil in the
ftate of Nature; before the Inftitution of a.

- €Commonwealth. Yet that you may fee that.

1 donot impofe u‘ﬁon Mr:H.in this Aflertion,

is own words, i his de

€ive, cap. 14. §. 9, 10. But. becaufe it arifes
from Civil Laws, that as well every one [boultd.

" €c havé
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bave a proper Right to himfelf, diftinét from
thas of moo{her, as alfo MWZ;% , forbi]:i;km
to invade othex Men’s Properties, it follows that
thefe Precepts, Honour thy Parests, Thou fbals
not defrau ML)MM in. that which is apposnted by.
she Laws ; Thou mayeft nat kill.a Mur whoms the.
Laws forbid thee to kill ; Thou [balt avoid: alt
Carnal Copulation forbidden. by the Laws ;' Thos
fbalt not 1ake away another Man’s Goods withous
his confent ; Thou [balt not “fruftrate. Laws. and
FJudgments by fualfs Witnsfs, are all. Ciuil
Laws. . It is true, the Lams of Nature prefribe
the [wne things, but implicitly.; for the Law of
Natare, as 4 [4id bej!o;e, Cap. 3.8. 2. com-~
mands Compacts to be obferved;, and therefore,
alfo to™ yield Obedience when Obédience was co-

wenanted; and 1o abfRainfrom whap is, ano:hers,

when it is defined by the Civil Law, what it s

kit all.the Subjects do.Covenant,fram. the Confls-

sution of the Commonmealth, 10 yield Qbediepce

20 his Commands, who hath the [upreme Power,

that is to the. Civél Laws, ;. For the Law of Na-

ture did ablige in the ftute.ofi Natare, where

firft of Natare gave, slthings ta pk . Men,

nothing was_enothers., and. therefore impoffiele
to be inuaded;, . andin the mext place, where all
things were.cammon ; thereforé alfo all Carpal
- Copulstions, - were. {ewful, = Thirdly, Where

there was a flate.of War, it was then. iawﬁd;m
kill any Man.. Fourthly, Where allthingy z;ere

. T 4 Cw
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' deteymined by a Mar’s own Judgment, thersfore

di/b, were the Honours and Duties dyeto Fa-
!
Fudgments, therefore there was no need %gi-
ving Teftimony either true or [alfe ; fince there-
fore the Obligation to obﬂm/e tﬁofe Laws, is pri-
or 1o the Promulgation of them, as being conp
tained in the very conftitution of the Common-
wealth,by wvertie of this Law of Natarez which
v he Law
of Natare commands all Civil Laws to be aé_[er-

wed.  For where we are under an Obligationty

Obedience, before we know what will be coms-
manded, we. ary there univerfally, and in 4f
things,obliged to obey ; from whence it follows,
That no Civil Law which is.not madé in iejir,‘odcé

to God, (in refpect of whom, all Common=
- wealths . are not at their own Difpofals, nor cap

be faid to give Laws,) cannot be againft the

Law of Natare. For altho the Law of Na-
ture prohibits Theft, Adultery,8cc.Tet if the Civil

Laws [bould command you to take away any thing

from another,or tolye with any Woman , thats

not. Theft, Adultery, &c. For the Lacedgma-

. nians of old, when by 4 certain Law, they per-

mitted their Boys privately to take avay othg

other
© people’s Goods ; they then com manded thle Gogds
~ not tobe the Owners, but theirs who thes flole

them. And therefore fuch 4 bprg’wge taking was
e

e Thefs. Inlike mannet, the promifougus. Co-
. ’ : N 2 ~

Cc  palation

ers. Laftly, Where there were #o publick

Tt b LY
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pulation of Sexes amongft the Heathens, ac-

cording to their own Laws, were lawful Mar-
riages. ‘

§. 2. There is nothing that Mr. A, hath
written more crudely and wickedly, and
wherein he more contradifs himfelf, than
in this Affertion, concerning the mutability
ofthe Laws of Nature,as tooutward A&ions;
fince he himfelf tells us immediately after,
That the Laws of Nature are immutable and e-
ternal ; and that Injafice, Ingratitade, Arro-
gance, Pride, Iniquity, Acception of Perfons,
‘and the like, can never J_e made lawful : for it can
weverbethat War {ball preferve life, and Peace
deftroy it.  But how the Lawsot Nature can
e immutable,and yet alterable as to outward
'Ations, at the Will of the Civil Sovereign,
I cannot comprehend.

But fince we have already deftroyed thofe
two main Principles introdutive to this,
(viz.) That no Aétion is gecod or evil in the

- ftare of Nature, till either the revealed Law
~of God, or that of the Civil Sovereign hath
-made it fo; and alfo that the Laws of Na-
ture are not properly Laws in the ftate of
Nature; Let us now examine the only reafon
“he here gives usforthis Aflertion, whichis -
. this; That the Law of Nature which prohibits
" the violation of Compaits, commands all Civil
B ' oo Laws
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Confider’d and Confuted. 373
Laws to be obferved; fince our Obedience to the
Supreme Powers is one of the firft Compaits thas
Men made at thelnfFitution of theCommonwealth,
granting all which to be true, yet was it
not abfolutely, or in all things, that this

Obedience was promifed, but only in fuch

as regard the publick good of the Com-
monwealth, or tend to the common Good
or Prefervation of Mankind ; for if the
Civil Sovercign fhould makea Law, that
every one might knock his Father on the
Head, when he came tofuch an Age, and
Marry his Mother, or robany other Man,
tho’ his deareft Friend, of allthe neceffaries
of Life : Allthefe wicked A&ions would be-
come lawful to be done; fay, every Man
fhould be oblig’d to do them, if the Law of
Nature commanded all Civil Laws to be ob-
ferved without diftin&ion ; but he here tells
us, That no Civil Laws can be againft the Law
of Nature, which aré not made in direct reproach
to God. And upon this Principle no Law
can be fo, but what direftly denies his Exi«
ftence ; fince in his Leviathan, Ch.--he makes
even Idolatréllawful, if it be once command-
ed by his infallible Leviathas, the Supreme
Power : But if Mr. H: had but read and
confidered any ordinary Syftem of Ethicks, -
he would hate found, thacit was one of the
Cogie VD€ firk

g
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frft Principles in that Sciencethatthe Laws
of Nature (like'the Moral Vercues) are for
gpearly linked,:and have fuch.an infeparable
dependance .upon .éach other, thatthe firfk
and pridr Laws ‘of Nature, can never be con-
ttadiGted - bythe latter, or fecondary. And
therefore, tho” it is true, that Compalts are
to beobferved by thelaw of Nature, and
that Obediende to: the ‘Caommands of the Ciw
vil'Sovereign;is one bf thofe Compalts which
Men make wheh they inftitute, -and enter
into a Commionwealth; or Civil State; yet
. were thofe Promifes of Qbediente only made
concerning fuch things, which the Laws of
Nature have comtmanded, or permitted to
be ‘done, in .order to the common good:of.
rational Beings... I grant therefore, "That
tHe Civil Laws .of every Commonwealth ,
asthey may appoint what outward Reivards
or Punifhments they pleafeforthe Obfetvati-
on or Franfgreflionof  the bawof Nature;
andalfo. in order to this end: may otdain what
outward A&s fhall be'called Murther, Adul=
tery, Theft, . yét doth it not therefore fols
low, That they have a Power toaltertho
Nature of all Motal Atiads, 'and fo'makea
new Law of [Navart; tho™I bwn they smay
- gnlarge or-veftrain: theivekencife inffomeipans
* ticular Ations or Inftances:! »But fihce this
- 15 beft cleared by exargples, I fhall here give
i -+ you
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you fome of each fort. Firft, Therefore tho
our Laws give leave to Men to converfe
alone with Married Women without any
Crime, yet in divers Countries it is not o’}
But whoever is found alone in the Company
of another Man’s Wife without his leave,
itislawful for the Husband tokillthem both ;
becaufe,fuch privare Congrefles being efteem-

.ed as Criminal as downright Adultery, the

Punifhment of it is leftas it wasin the ftate
of Nature, to the difcretion of the Husband : -
But doth it therefore follow, That the Su-
preme Power might makea Law, whereby
it may be lawful fora Husband to kill every:
Man that fhould but happen tolook upon
his Wife, becaufe he may at the fame time
commit Adultery with her in his heart?
So likewife by our Law, the Husband is to”
be efteemed the Father of all Children which-
his Wife fhall bring forth, if he were within'
the Englifb Dominionsat the time when the-
Child was begot, though he were at that-
fame time an hundred Miles off, and though .
the Mother fhould affure the Child, that
not her Husband, but another Man were’
really his Father'; Yet is not fuch a Child:

‘obliged to-belteve her, or to pay any Duty:

or Refpek to that Perfon, tho he be reatly
his Father : But will it therefore follow,
that the King and Parliamient may make a’

- Ccy Law,
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Law, That no Child whatfoever fhould ho-
nour and obey his Parents? But tq come to
the Author’s laft Inftance of the Lacedemopi-
an Boys ; 1 will not deny butit might be law-
ful for the Sparsans (as the Egypsians likewife
did) to make a Law, that private Thefts
committed without difcovery, or violence to
Men’s Perfons, thould not oaly alter the Pro-

perty in the things ftolen, but alfo pals un-

punifhed : fince this may very well confift
with the Publick- Peace and Safety of the

People, and may alfo tend to the Publick

good of the Commonwealth;becaufe it mighe
not only make Men more carcful of their
Goods, but might alfo ferve ra make thofe
Boys more crafty, fecret, and undertaking in
greater matters, when they fhould come to
-he Men ; which, as Plutarch tells us, was the
main reafon why Licergus made this Law :
But does it therefore follow, that either the
Lacedemopians or Egyptians might have made
- it lawful for Thieves and Robbers to affault
,all Men’s Perfons, and take away their
Goods by Force, or tp rob.Men of thofe

- - things (fuch as' Food and Rayment) which

arc abiolutely neceffary for Humane Life,

or that fuch a Law could ever have been-

made pralticable, or have been obferved,
without “the abfolute Diffolution of the Ci-
vil Government ? Whereas  if nMr.‘Hialéb(;_

‘ had

-
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had but conﬁldet:élgtéequilf,tin&ion,;m‘ |
that Natural and Civil. Property . which:
we bave made out in the firft Chapter of.

the preceding Difcourfe, -he had. never fal, -

len into this Errour,: of fuppofing all Theft:
or Robbery whatfoever to become Lawfuly
if ance ordained:fo by the Supreme Power.,

_ §.3.1{hallgi f}ol,lh_ut aoe inftance more.
* from the Laws of our pwn Kingdom, by..
which jt is enalted, That whg- .1 ... .
ever {hall relieve a..y ay-‘going‘.f{f;’;»7',1a,"1",
Beggar, fhall forfzit¢Ten fhillings - 7 7
to the Poor of the Parifh ;' which T.aw was.
made for -the Publick Good, and to, ‘prevent:
Wandering , Idlenefs, and. Beggary in the:
Poorer fort of People. But doth it therefore.
follow, that it might be Lawful for the King.
and Parliament to make a Law againft aﬁ ’
Charity, or Reliefof the Poor: whatfoever ?
So that you may fee, that no Civil Laws.
- whatfoever, can lay any obligation, upon:
- Men’s Confciences, but as they eicher regard
the publick Good of the Commonwealth,
or the more general good of all Rational
Beings. . .ot

§.4- But whether Mr. . fell iq;g_tt_iig Bi.

ror for want of a due knowledge and confide-

out
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ot of 1 Helive o Hattet' all Clvil Sover
ishatd to deterimine; though it be Very fuf
pitiows, that he did it vathier out of defign
e igiotance ; fince heteaches us in his dz
Chvke, ank 149, Thur Poinces bei t{}m all
. M #44 Compaits mmr elts, may
G of Pheir Lives ind Fommes at thesr
pln wre, and therefore can do thems no inju-
74, Whoush they trout Khem wever [o cruelly, be.
chslfe-oe ¥ in 1y a'oftlfem]hﬂmtbeﬂm of
Natare ; by which méans he at once endea-
vours to defkiéy el Vertheand Goodnef in
" Princes,and a1l Rewt rléé and Refpedt in the
Mifids 6F ighelr 'Sabjé; ‘o dif-
févenceé berween a Mro or Cﬁlxgabz and a

Tﬂ:j oy ‘40 Antonine. Aq&céhfequentxa'l to .

thi, he ﬁke'w:{'e ma‘kes; the will of the ‘Su-
mmﬁfdwer, perhaps bt anedingle

t6 be the'only Mea’ﬁjré of Good: and
Bvil; Juft ard Uﬂ%lﬁ %o that whatever he
Cottimands’of Forbidssnift immediately be
lbdk"d ot ds'Good or Evil, becaufe he hath
Comitfanded i, ‘or Fot‘bu;ld’emt bywhich
miedns, Priné¢es’ would pave no other Rules
lef thtitt of cheir Moral;-or Politick A&is
ons, but their own Arbltrary Humoufs, or
Wills : Whichif i 1swcr;e fo, Men would be
in‘amractworfe condition -under’ the Power
of thrs trrefiftible Levinthar, than they were

in the’ fate of Nature ﬁm Manisia
more

"
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more danger, 'as to:his Life and Fottune,
who sas the Mercyofone Cruel and unrea~ |

.fonable Man , thdt cdmmiands an Hundred

thofand 1Men, than:he who was befotein

danger of thewiblénce-of an Hundred thou-

fand fingle- Men in the faveof Natute, fiace

it was \Lawful fortim to have provided for

his-ownfecurity by ecémbination with-ethers,
which:ina Gibil fhate ft ds wpornchis Prineipies
unlawful-to do; thongh L confefs,net; being
frueto them;heléivesevery Mdna Rightdt
felf-dpfence, ‘or Refiftance, even Linder (4
Civik Governméiit. whanever ibe 'is fiveng
gnough to Rebel, joriRiefift the. Magilttate,

‘by. which: means; he takes eway with one

hand, “all-that he had-befote beftowed with
itheoﬁhdc.‘ S CFTAVE IR RIES LTS SR

o, ¢ Bug Ithitk I have nawe: :fuﬁm
expofed the Falfedefs, as well as'Wicked
of thofe Principles : And though I will not
be fo uncharitable asto affirm, that either
Mr. H, or all his Followers did, or would
always a& according tothem, (yet as Cicero
long “fificé obferved 10 his Excelent Treatife
de Officiis concerning the Epicureans, and their
Principles they have more reafon so thank the
innate gooduefs and generofity of their own Na-
sures, than the Doffriges they have embraced,
if they donot. ButifI have been too tedious
 in
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in this performance, I'hope the Reader will
don me, if thefe pernicious Principles are

Tfufficiently Confuted at laft, fince it is im. -

poffible for any Man to judge of their Truth
or Falfehood, without firft confidering the
Author’s Opinion, in his own words, and
then ftriétly examining theR eafons he brings
for them ;- which couldnot well be contraé%-
ed into a lefs.compafs.- But having not on-
1y, 1hope, laid foundations for a more {olid
building inthe precedent. Difcourfe; butalfo
‘cleared off that Rubbith in this fecond Part,
that mightobftruQits Bvidence in the Minds
of all Candid and indifferent Readers ; I fhall
therefore befeech God, the great Ruler of
Men’s hearts and affehons, That what we
bave faid in this Treatife,may have that good
cffe@, as if not to produce, yetat lealt to
increafe vtue Piety towards God, and good
will and_‘Qharity amopg Men, =

E R O S T A M
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‘Books Printed for Robert Knap[ock,i
at the Angel in St. Paul’s Church-
Tard. C

his Anfwer to the Lord S¢y’s Speech againft the:

Bifhops ; his Speech at the Cenfure of Baftwick,
Prynn, and Burson, and his Hiftory of his Chancellorthip of
Oxford, Publithed by the Reverend Mr. Wherton. in Fol. -

2. Mr. Tyrrells General Hiftory of Englandy both Eccle:
fiaftical and Civil ; taken from the moft Ancient Records,
Manuftripts, and Printed Hiftorians. Three Volumes in
Folio. : -

. 1.T HE Remains of Archbithop Leud oontnmmg

3. Rome Amique Notitie 5 or, The Antiquities of Rome,
in two Parts. I. A fhort Hiftory of the Rife, Progrefs, .
and Decay of that Commonwealth. II, A Defcription of
that City, an Accomnt of their Religion, Civil Govern- -
ment, and Art of Warj with the Remarkable Cuftoms and’
Ceremonies, Publick and Private : Alfo Copper Cuts of
the Principal Buildings, &¢c. By Bafil Kennet, of C. C.

~ Coll. 0xon: The fecond Edition, with large Additions.

4. Fifteen Sermons upon feveral Occafions. By George
Stanbope, D. D. Chaplain in Ordinary to his Ma;e&y

. S« Foamnis Clerici Phyfica, frve de Rebus Corporeis, Libri
quinque. In quibus, premiffis potiffimis Corporearum Natu-
rarum pbanomenis & proprietasibus, Veserum € Recemtiorum
de eorum caufis celeberrime conje@ura tradunur. Editio No-
viffima prioribus corre@ior.  Cantabrigia, Typis Academicis.
1700, in 12700 :

6. Mathefis



6. Mahefis Enuclesta: Or, The Elements of the Mathe-
maticks. By §. Chriil. Sturmius, Profcoﬁgr of Philofophy

Society.

. Short, bug yet plgin Klemeats. of Geomy apd
.ufn'[o Akl : T ] g;hqkw* :)y a-brijcgzi,‘eaﬁé
o, . ’s, negeflary and uptul ip Buclid; Archime:
des, ’ﬂ 12‘?' and other ex?:cilcm Gcongtcricians, both
Ancient and Modern, may be underftood.” By F. Rerdiesy
and now render’d into Englith from the 4th and [aff Edi-
tion : By §. Horris, A. M. and Fellow of the Royal Society §
With many Additions and Improvements ; the.whole being
accommodated-to the Capacities of young Beginners. Svo.
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