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1S thy as I know You to be_
1 of public Notice and Eclat,
B let me for once draw, if not
% You, your Name at leaft,

ﬁ'om that Recefs which You value in
A 2 ~ Propor-
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Proportion to the Meafure of Felicity
that You derive from it, and to your
Contempt for the Blaze and Tumult -
of Public Life: A Tafte to which I
have the Pleafure of finding my own fo
intirely conformable. '

QuieT Paffions and an eafy Mind
~ conftitute Happinefs ; which is never
found where thefe are not, and muft
ceafe to be, when thefe ceafe to fup-
port it. Mighty Pomp and Retinue,
glaring Equipages, and the Attendance
of-Crowds, are Signs, indeed Burdens,
of Greatnefs, rather than Proofs of Hap-
pinefs, which I doubt is leaft felt where
thefe its Appearances are moft feen.
The principal Happinefs which they
feem to bring, is, that other People
think them Marks of it ; and very im-
perfet muft be that Happinefs which
a Man derives not from what he him-

felf
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felf feels, but from what another ima-
gines. We may, indeed be happy in
our own Dreams, but can never be hap-
py by the Dreams of others.

Harpiest of all Men, to me,
feems the private Man; nor cap the
Opinion of ill-judging Crowds make
him lefs happy, becaufe they may
think others ‘more” fo. He who ‘can
live alone without Uneafinefs, who
‘can furvey his paft Life with Pleafure,
who can look back without Compunc-
tion or Shame, forward without Fear
or Rebuke ; he, whofe every Day
hath produced ' fome Good, at leaf}
is paflfed with Innocence ; the.filent
Benefa&tor, the ready and faithful
Friend ; he who is filled with fecret
Delight, becaufe he feels his Heart
full of Benevolence, who finds Plea-
fure in Relieving and Affifting; the
. A3 Domeftic
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Domeftic Man, perhaps little talked
of, perhaps lefs feen, beloved by
bis Friends, trufted and efteemed by
all that know him, often ufeful to
fuch as know him not, enjoys fuch
high Felicity as the Wealth of King-
doms and the Bounty of Kings cannot
“confer, '

IMacinarY Happinefs is a poor
Amends for the want of real. Nor
can a better Reafon than this be urged
againft eavying any Man’s Grandeur .
and State, however mighty it be; how-
‘ever eafy it appear. A great Lot i3
ever accompanied with many Cares ;
and whoever ftands conftantly in the
Eyes of the World, will be apt te
feel a conftant Concern {perhaps even
to Anxiety) how ta become his Station
and Degree, or how to raife it; or how
to keep it from finking. The more he’

. is
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is fet to View, the more glaring will
be any Blot in his Character, and the
more magnified : Nay, malignant Eyes
will be feeing Blots where there are
none ; and ’tis certain, that, with all his
Grandeur, hay by the Means and Help
of his Grandeur, it will be always in
the Powet of very little People to
mortify him, when he can no ways in
teturn hurt them : And thus the leaft
Man may becomeé an Overmatch for
the greateft,

M £ N are more upon a Level than
- is generally believed ;- or rather the
Advantage is commonly whete *tis leaft
imagine‘d, if we take our Eftimate
where it ought t6 be taken, from the
State and Meafure. of their Paffions ;
{ince from this Source their Happinefs
or Mifery arifes. Greathefs a¢eompa-
nied with Vexations, is worle than an
: A 4 bhumble
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humble State void of Anxiety; and he
who aims not at an elevated Lot, is
happier than he, who, having it, fears
to lofe it,

HaprPiNEss is therefore from
within juft as much as is Virtue ; and
the virtuous Man enjoys the moft. ‘

' I'r with this Goodnefs of Mind he
be alfo a wife Man, and a Mafter of
his Paffions ; if to good Senfe he have
joined - other laudable Accomplifh-;
ments, a compent Acquaintance with
Books, with, a. thorough Knowledge
of the World, -and of Mankind ; if he
be a benevolent Neighbour, a ufeful
Member of Society, perfectly difin-
terefted, and juftly efteémed; if he
have ferved and faved great Numbers 3
if he be daily prote&ing the Innocent,
daily watching and reftraining the

Guilty
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Guilty ; his Happinefs muft be com-
- plete, and all his Refle@ions plea-
fing.

. Wno this happy Man s, where
this amiable Chara&er to be found, is
what I pretend not to inform You ;
- though I am perfuaded that few that
know You, will afk that Queftion.
My -Purpofe here is, to defire your
Permiffion to prefix your Name to the
following Edition of CaTo’s Let-
ters, as well as to what I have faid
of Mr. TRENcHARD. He efteem-
ed You as much as one Man cou'd
another: You lived in a long Courfe
of Intimacy with him': T have long
lived, to my  great Advantage and\
Pleafure, in an. equal Courfe of In-
timacy with You. You faw moft of
thefe Papers before they came out,
and many of them were firft left to

A s -+ your
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your Perufal and Judgment. You
know in a great Meafure which were
his, which were mine ; and no Man
- elfe whofoever was concerned or con-
fulted. You know what Motives pro-
duced them ; how remote fuch Motives
were from Views of Intereft; and that
whilft they continued in full Credit
with the Public, they were laid down,
purely becaufe it was judged that the
Public, after all its terrible Convul-
fions, was again become calm and fafe.

Y ou can vouch, that, as thefe Let-
ters were the Work of no Fa&ion or
Cabal, nor calculated for any lucra-
tive or ambitious Ends, or to ferve the
Purpofes of any Party whatfoever, but
that they attacked Falthood and Dif-
‘honefty in all Shapes and Parties, with-
out temporizing with any, but doing
- Juftice to all, even to the weakeft and
' ' - moft
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moft unfafhionable, and maintaining
the Principles of Liberty againft the
Practices of moft Parties ; fo they were
- dropped without any fordid* Compo-
fition, and without any Confideration,
fave that already mentioned. They
bad treated of moft of the “Subjeéts
important to the World, and meddled
with pubhc Meafures and pubhc Men
only in great Inftances.

You know that in the Charatter
which I have here given of Mr. TREN-
¢HARD, I have fet him no higher
than his own great Abilities and
many Virtues fet him ; that his Fail-
ings were fmall, his Talents extraor-
dinary, his Probity equal; and that
he was one of the worthieft, one of
the ableft,” one of the moft ufeful Men;,
that cver any Country was blcﬁ'ed

withal.-
You
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You know all the Writings which
he ever produced, and faw moft of
them before they were publithed.
You know that whatever he  wrote
was occafional, the Effe& of prefent
- Thought, and for immediate Ufe, and
that he never laid up Writings in
ftore ;' an Undertaking quite oppofite
to his Turn ; and all his Acquaintance
knew that he could never fubmit to
fuch a Tafk. ’

I MmEnTrON this laft Particular in
Juftice to him, that-he may not be
anfwerable for any Work in which he
had no Share. Becaufe I have been
told that fome, who knew nothing, or
very little of him, perhaps never faw
him, have fathered upon him Wri-
tings which he never wrote ; .from no
Kindnefs to him, but purely becaufe

they
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they were not difpofed to let me be
the Author of a Work which found
fuch favourable Reception from the
World, though it was written feveral
Years after that worthy Man, my
Friend, was dead. You, who are one
of his Executors, and faw all his Pa-
pers, know, as the other Executors
perfe@ly do, that he left no Writings
at all behind him, but two or three
loofe Papers, once intended for CaTo’s
Letters, and afterwards laid afide ;
which Papers of his, with fome of mine
of the fame Sort, you have in your
Hands,

As You have for many Years feen
whatever I intended for the Public,
You know by what Intervals I tranf-
lated TAciTus, and when .it was
that I wrote the Difcourfes upon that
Author, fince you perufed both as X

produced
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produced them ; and the Difcoutfes
‘prefixed to the firft Volume were not
begun till three Years after his Death ;
nor thofe to the fecond till two Ycars
- after the former. You can therefore
vouch what an abfurd Falfthood they
are guilty of, who would afcribe thefe
- Difcourfes .to him, to whofe valuable
Name I ever have done, I ever fhall
- do, all Honour and exa& Juftice, Had
he really written and owned that Work,
tis more than probable, that the fame
Slanderers would have attributed it to
fomebody elfe.

I snovurp not have once men-
tioned this ridiculous F alfhood, which
You and many others know to be a
complete one in all its Parts, had it
not in fome Meafure concerned the
Public. Let this Dete@®ion be the
Punithment of the little malicious

Minds
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Minds who invented it; nor can there
be a greater, if they have one honeft
Paffion remaining, that of Shame or
any other, to reprefent them to them-
felves in their own miferable Colours,
lying, envious, and centemptible. It
is a Lot fufficiéntly ‘wretched, to be
obliged to hate one’s felf ; and to be
hardened againft juft Shame and Re-
morfe, is almoft as bad. Doubtlefs it
~ were better to have no Soul, than to
have a lying and malicious one ; bet-
ter not to be, than to be a falfe and
fpiteful Being. ,

UnxnarriLy for thefe undifcern-
ing Slanderers, who, whilt they
mean me a Reproach, make me a Com-
pliment, many of the Refle&tions in
the Difcourfes upon TaciTus, are
illuftrated from Books that have been
written, and from Fas that have

happened
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happened fince Mr. TRENCHARD’S
Death, fome of them long fince his
Death. -

. It mmay be proper here to mention
another Miftake which has generally
prevailed ; That a noble Peer of a
neighbouring Nation, now dead, had
a chief, at leaft a confiderable Hand
in CaTo’s Letters. Though what I
have already faid in this Addrefs to
You abundantly contradicts this Mif-
take ; yet, for the Satisfaction of the
World, and for the Sake of Truth and
Juftice, I here folemnly aver (and
You well know what I. aver to be
ftri@ly true) That this noble Perfon
never wrote a2 Line of thofe Letters,
nor contributed a Thought towards
them, nor knew who wrote them,
till all the World knew ; nor was
ever confulted about them before or

after,




DEDICATION. i
after, nor ever faw any of them till

they were publithed, except one by
Accident.

I am far from mentioning thus
much as any Reflection upon that able
and learned Nobleman, who profeffed
a Friendthip for Mr. TRENCHARD
and myfelf, and was fo fond of thefe
Letters, that, from his great Partiality
in {peaking of them, many People in-
ferred them to be his own. I muft
add, that he fent once or twice, or
oftener, fome Papers to be publithed
under CaTo’s Name; but as they
- were judged too particular, and not
to coincide with Cato’s Defign, they
were not ufed. He afterwards pub-
~ lithed fome of them in another Form,

- What heightened the Report of his
being the Author of CaTo’s Letters,

was, that. there thcn came forth a
' publxc
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public Print of his Lordthip, with a

Conipliment at the Bottem to him,
as CaTo. I have been told, that
this was officioufly done by Mr. To-
. LAND. |

. My Regard for the Memory of
Mr. TRENCHARD obliges me ta
take Notice alfo of fome Men, who,
fince his Death, have thought fit to
have been very intimate with him;
though, to my Knowledge and yours,
be hardly ever converfed with them,
and always ftrove to fhun them, fuch
of them efpecially as he found to be
void of Vericity.

© Lt me add, that thefe Letters
are ftill fo well received by the Public,
that the laft Edition has been long
fince fold off, and for above three

. Years

T ————— A .
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Years paft it was fcarcely poffible to
find a Sett of them, unlefs in -public
Auctions. I mention .this, that the
prefent Edition may not feem ow-
ing to the frequent Quotations made
from them in our late Party-hoftili-
ties. I flatter myfelf, that, as thefe
Papers contain Truths ard Reafons
eternally interefting to human Society,
they will at all Times be found fea-
fonable and ufeful. ~ They have al-
ready furvived all the Clamour and
Obloquy of Party, and indeed are no
longer confidered as Party-Writings,
but as impartial Lweflons of Liberty
. and Virtue. Nof would it be a fmall
Recommendation of them to the World
(if the World knew You as well as
I know You) that they have ever had
your Approbation. I am therefore
very proud, upon this public Occa-
ﬁon, to declare, that I have long ex-

perienced
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 perienced your faithful Friendthip; and

that I am, with very great and very
fincere Efteem,

SIR,
Your moft fa;'tbﬁd and

- Mo Humble Servanty
T. GorDON.

THE
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THE'

PREFACE

HE following Letters, firft printed
Weekly,. and “then moft of them ga-

thered into Collections from Time to Time,
are now brought all together into Four Vo-.
lumes. They were begun in November,1720,
with an honeft and humane Intention, to call

for Publick Juftice upon the wicked Mana-
" gers of the late fatal South-Sea Scheme ; and
probably helped to procure it, as far as it
was procured ; by raifing in a Nation, almoft
funk in Defpair, a Spirit not to be withftood
by the Arts'and Wealth of the powerful
Criminals. They were afterwards carried
on, upon various publick and 1mportant
Subjects, for nigh three Years (except 4
few Intermiffions,. which will appear by the
Dates) with a.very high Reputation ; which
all the Methods taken to decry-and mifre-
prefent them could not abate. -

The pleafing or difpleafing of any Party
were none of -the Ends of thefe Lethterg'

whic



wxii The PREFACE,

which, as a Proof of their Impartiality,
have pleafed and difpleafed all Parties; nor.
are any Writers proper to do Juftice to eve-
ry Party, but fuch as are attached to none.
No candid Man can defend any Party inall
Particulars 3 becaufe every Party does, in
fome Particulars, Things which cannot be
defended 5 and therefore that Man who goes
blindly in all the Steps of his Party, and
vindicates all their Proceedings, cannot vin2
dicate himfelf, It is the bafe Office of a
Slave, and he who fuftains it breathes im-
properly Englifb-Air ; that of the Twilleries
or the Divar would fuit him better.

The ftrongeft Treatife upon the Liberty
of the Prefs could not fo well fhew its great
Importance to Civil Liberty, as the univer-
fal good Reception of thefe Papers has
done. The Freedom with which they are
written has been encouraged and applauded
even by thofe who, in other Inftances, are
Enemies to all Freedom, But all Men love
~ Liberty for themfelves ; and whoever cone
. tends for Slavery, would ftill preferve bim-
felf from the Effets of it. Pride and Inte-
reft fway him, and he is only hard-hearted
to all the reft of the World. ;

The Patrons of Paffive Obedience would
do well to confider this, or allow others to
confider it for them, Thefe Gentlemen have '

never
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never failed ypon every Occafion to fhew
effectually, that their Patience was nothing
increafed by their Principles.; and that they
always, very candidly and humanely, ex-
cluded themfelves from the Confequences
of their awn Do&rines. 'Whatever their
Speculations have been, their Practices have
ftrongly preached, that no Man will fuffer
Injuftice and Violence, when he can help

himfelf,
Let us therefore, without regarding the
_ridiculous, narrow, and difhoneft Notions of
felfith and inconfiftent Men, who fay and do
~ contradi¢tory Things, make general Liberty
the Intereft and Choice, as it is certainly the
Right of all Mankind ; and brand thofe as
Enemies to human Societ{, who are Ene-
mies to equal and impartial Liberty. When-
ever fuch Men are Friends to Truth, they
are fo from Anger or Chance, and not for
her own Sake, or for the Sake of Society,

I am glad, however, that by reading and
approving many of Cato’s Letters, they have
been brought to read and approve a general
Condempation of their own Scheme. It is
more than ever they did before ; and I am
not without Hopes, that what they have
begun in Paffion, may end in Convi&ion.
- Cato is happy, if he has been the Means of
bringing thofe Men to think for them{él;q;;
T AR R who
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whofe Charafer it has been to let other

Men think for them :—A Chara&er, which
is the higheft Shame, and the greateft Un-

happinefs, of a rational Being. Thefe Pa- . .

ers, having fully opened the Principles of
'iibérty and Power, and rendered them
plain to every Undetftanding, may perhaps
have their Share in preventing, for the
Time to come, {fuch Storms of Zeal for
Nonfenie and Falthood, as have thrown thé
Three Kingdoms more than once into Con-
vulfions, I hope they have largely helped
to cure and remove thofe monftrous Noti-
ons of Government, which have been long

inftilled by the crafty Few into the igno-

rant Many. o

" It was no Matter of Wonder that thefe
Letters fhould bé ill underftood, and mali-
cioufly applied, by fome, who, having no
Principles of theiz own, or vile ones, weré
apt-to wreft Caso’s Papers and Principles to

favour their own Prejudices and bafe Wifhes, -

But for fuch as have always profeffed to en-
tertain the fame Sentiments of Government

‘with Cato, and yet have been offerided witb
“his Sentiments ; as this their Offence was nei-
ther his Fault nor Inténtion, I can only be

Aorry for their Sakes, that the Principles
which they avowed at all Times thould dif-

_pleafe them at any Time, * 1 am willing to
o ' - believe,
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believe, that it was not the Doétrine, but the
Application, that difobliged them. Nor was
Cato anfwerable for this ; themfelves made
it, and often made it wrong. All candid
and well-bred Men {if Cate may be reckon-
ed in the Number) abhor all Attacks upon

- the Perfons and private Charaéers of Men,

AN

and all little Stories invented or revived to
blacken them, Thefe are cowardly and bar-
barous Praétices; the Work and Ambition
of little and malicious Minds : Nor wanted
he any fuch low and contemptible Artifices
to gain Readers. He attended only to ge-
neral Reafonings about publick Virtue and’
Corruption, unbiaffed by Pique or Favour
to any Man. In this upright and impartial
Purfuit he abufed no Man’s Perfon; he
courted no Man’s Fortune ; he dreaded no

‘Man’s Refentment.

It was a heavy Charge upon Cats, which

"however wanted rot Vouchers (if they were’

in earneft) that he has fpoken .{refpeétful-
ly, nay, infolently, of the King. But this
Charge has been only afferted. 1f it were in
the leaft true, 1 thould be the firft to own
that all the Clamour raifed againft him was
juft upon him. But the Papers vindicate
themfelves 3 nor was any Prince ever treated

- with more fincere Duty and chagﬁ, in any

publick or private Writings, than his prefent
Majefty has been in thefe. In Point of
' b Prin-
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Principle and Affection, his Majefty never
had a better Subject than Caso 3 and if he
have any bad ones, they are not of Cato’s
making. I know that this Nation cannot be
preferved, if this Eftablithment be deftroy-
ed; and I am ftill perfuaded, that nothing
tended more to his Majefty’s Advantage and
Popularity, or more to the Credit of his Ad-
miniftration, or more to the Security of the
Subje&, than the purfuing with quick and
impartial Vengeance thofe Men, who were
Enemies to all Men, and to his Majefty the
moft dangerous of all his Enemies ; a Blot
and a Curfe ta the Nation, and the Authors
of fuch Difcontents in fome, and of fuch
Defigns in others, as the worft Men wanted,
and the beft Men feared.

" In anfwer to thofe deep Politicians, who
have been puzzled to know who were meant
by Cicero and Brutus: Intending to deal can-
didly with them, and to put them out of
Pain and D2ubt, I affure them, that Cicero
and Brutus were meant 3 that I know no

refent Chara@ers or Story that will fit
theirs 3 that thefe Letters were tranflated for
the Sarvice of Liberty in general ; and that
neither Reproof nor Praife was intended by
them to any Man living, " And if thefe
guefling Sages are in Perplexity about any
other Paffage in Cato’s Letters, it is ten to
one but the fame Anfwer will relieve ’;!ng:m.
ere
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There was nothing in thofe Letters analo-
gous to our Affairs 3 but as they are exs
tremely fine, full of Virtue and good Senfe,
and the Love of Mankind, it was thought
worth while to put them into Englifb, as a
proper Entertainment for Englifb Readers,
This was the utmoft and only View ; and it
was at leaft an unkind. Miftake to fuppofe
any other. ' '
In one of Brutus®s Letters it is faid, #e
do mot difpute about the Qualifications of @
Mafter 5 we.will bave no Maffer. 'This is
far from being ftronger than the Original : -
— Nifi forte non de fervitute, fed de conditione
Jerviemdi, vecufandum ef a mobis. From
whence fome have inferred, that becaufe
Brutas was againft having a Mafter, there-
fore Cato was againft having a King: A
ftrange Conftruétion, and a wild Confe~
quence ! As if the Tranflator of Bratus’s
1 etters were not to follow the Senfe of Bra-
tus: Or, as if there were no Difference in
England between a King and a Mafter,
which are juft as oppofite as King and Ty-
rant. In a neighbouring Country, indeed,
they fay that: their Monarch is born Mafter
of the Kingdom ; and I believe they feelit
as they do with a Witnefs in Jurky., But it
is not fo here': I hope it never will be. We
have a King made and limited by.the Law..
Bratus having killed one Ufurper, was op-
- b2 pofing



xxviiic The PREFACE.

fing another, overturning by Violence all
w : Where is the Parity, or Room forit?

. The fame Defence is to be made for the
Papers that affert the Lawfulnefs of killing
Cefar. It has been a Queftion long debated
in the World; though I think it admits of
little Room for Debate ; the only Arguments
to be anfwered being Prejudice and Clamour,
which are fully anfwered and expofed in
thefe Papers. © What is faid in them can be
only applicable to thofe who do as Cefar and

Brutus did 3 and can no otherwife affect our

free and legal Government, than by fur-
nifhing real Arguments to defend it. The
fame Principle of Nature and Reafon that
fupported Liberty at Rome, muft fupport it
here and every where, however the Circum»
ftances of adjufting them may vary in diffe-
.rent Places ; as the Foundations of Tyranny
are in all Countries, and at all Times, effen-
sially the fame ; namely, too much Force
in the Hands of one Man, or of a few unac-
countable Magiftrates, and Power without
a Balance: A forrowful Circumftance for
any People to fall into. I hope it is no
Crime to write againft fo great an Evil, The
Sum of the Queftion is, Whether Mankind
have a Right to be happy, and to oppofe
their own Deftruction ? And whether any
Man has a Right to make them miferable ?

L. Machiavel
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- Macbiavel puts Cefar upon the fame Foot
‘with the worft and moft deteftable Tyrants,
- fuch as Nabis, Phalaris; and Dionyfius. <* Nor
¢ let any Man, fays be, deceive himfelf with
¢ Czfar’s Reputation, by finding him fo ex-~
«¢ ceedingly eminent in Hiftory. Thofe who
4¢ cried him up, were either corrupted by
¢ his Fortune, or terrified by his Power ;
¢ for whilft his Empire continued, it was
¢ never permitted to any Man to fay any.
¢ Thing againft him, Doubtlefs if Writers |
¢¢ had had their Liberty, they could have
s faid as much of him as of Catiline : And
¢ Cefar is much the worft of the two, by
- ¢ how much it is worfe to perpetrate a
¢¢ wicked Thing,. than to defign it. And
¢ this may be judged by what is faid of
¢« Brutus his Adverfary ; for, not daring to
¢ {peak in plain Terms of Cefar, by reafon
¢ of his Power, they, by a kind of Reverfe,
¢ magnified his Enemy.” He afterwards
gives a Summary of the doleful Wafte and
crying Miferies brought upon Reme and up- -
on Mankind by the Imperial Wolves his
Succeflors 3 and adds, that, by fuch a Re-
~ capitulation, ¢ it will appear what mighty
¢ Obligations Rome and Italy, and the
¢ whole World, had to Cefar.”

I fhall fay no more of thefe Papers either
in-general or particular, I leave the feveral
Arguments maintained in them to juftify

b3 them-
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‘themfelves, and cannot help thinking that

they are fupported by the united Force of

‘Experience, Reafon, and Nature, It is the
Intereft of Mankind that they affert ; and it
is the Intereft of Mankind that they fhould
be true. Fhe Opinion of theWorld concern-
ing them may be known from hence 3 that
they have had more Friends and Readers at
Home and Abroad than any Paper that ever
appeared in it ; nordoes it leflen their Praife,
that they have alfo had more Enemies,

Who were the Authors of thefe Letters,

is now, I believe, pretty well known, It
is with the utmoft Sorrow I fay, that one of
them is lately dead, and his Death is a Lofs
“to Mankind. To me it is by far the greateft
and moft fhocking that I ever knew ; as he
‘was tlie beft Friend that Lever had ; I may
fay the firft Friend. I found great Credit
and Advantage in his Friendfhip, and fhall
value myfelt upon it as long as I live. From
the Moment he knew me, ’till the Moment
‘he died, every Part of his Behaviour to me
‘'was a Proof of his Affetion for me. From
-a perfect Stranger to him, and without any
other Recommendation than a cafual Cof-
‘fee-houfe Acquaintance, and his own good
Opinion, he took me into his Favour and
Care, and into as high a Degree of Intimacy
as ever was thewn by one Man to another,
This was the mare remarkable, and did $e
: e
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the greater Honour, for that he was natu-
rally as thy in making Friendthips, as he
was eminently conftant to thofe which he
had already made. His Shynefs: this way
was founded upon wife and virtuous Con-
fiderations, He knew that in a Number of
Friendfhips, fome would prove fuperficial,
f>me deceitful, fome would be neglected ;.
- and he never profefled a Friendfhip with-
out a fincere Intentionto be a Friend ; which
he was fatisfied a private Man could not be
to many at once, 1n Cafes of Exigency and
Trial, - Befides, he had found much Bafe-
nefs from falfe Friends, who, for his beft
Offices, made him vile Returns, He con-
fidered mutual Friends as under mutual-Ob-
ligations, and he would contraét no Obliga-
tion which he was not in earneft to dif-
charge. : B

" This was agreeable to the great Sinéerf?
of his Soul, which would fuffer him to mif-
lead no Man into Hopes and Expeations
without Grounds. He would let no body
depend upon him in vain. The contrary
Conduét he thought had great Cruelty in it,
as it was founding Confidence upon Deceit,
and abufing the good Faith of thofe who
trufted in us : Hence Hypocrify on one
Side, as foon as it was diulcovered, begot
Hatred on the other, and-falfe Friendfhip

ended in fincere Enmity : A Violence was
b4 done
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done to a tender Point of Morality, and the
Reputation of him who did it loft and expo-
fed amongft thofe who thought that he had
‘the moft. -
He was indeed fo tender and exat in his
Dealings with all Sorts of Men, that he ufed
to lay his Meaning and Purpofes minutely

before them, and fcorned to gain any Ad- -

vantage from their miftaking his Intentions,
He told them what he would and would nat

do on his Part, and what he expected on

theirs, with the utmoft Accuracy and Open-
nefs, They at leaft knew the worft ; and
the only Latitude which hereferved to him-
felf was, to be better than his Word ; but

he would let no Man hope for what he did -

not mean. He thought that he never could
~ be too plain with thofe whom he had to do
with ; and as Men are apt to conftrue Things
moft in own their Favour, he ufed to forefee
and obviate thofe their partial Conftruétions,
and to fix every Thing upon full and exprefs
Terms. He abhorred the mifleading of
Men by artful and equivocal Words ; and
becaufe People are ready to put Meanings.
. upona Man’s Countenance and Demeanor,
his Sincerity entended even to his Carriage
and Manner ; and though he was very civil

to every body, he ordered it fo, that the |

Forms of his Civility appeared to mean no
more than Forms, and could not be miftaken
' ' tor
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for Marks of Affection, where he had none ¢
And it is very true, that a Man’s Behaviour
may, without one Word faid, make Pro-
feflions and Promifes, and he may play the
Knave by a kind Look.

He ufed ta fay, and from knowing him
long and intimately I could believe him
when he faid, that he never broke a Promife
nor an Appointmenc in his Life, in any In.
ftance where it was practicable to keep them,
‘If he were to make a Vifit at an Hour, or to
meet a Friend at an Hour, he was always
there before the Hour. He obferved the
fame fevere Punctuality in every other En-
gagement of his, and had a very ill Opinion
of fuch as did not make every Promife of
every kind a Matter of Morality and Ho-
nour, He confidered 2 Man®s Behaviour
in fmaller Matters, as a Specimen of what
he would do in Matters that were greater ; °
and that a Principle of Faithfulnefs, or the
‘Want of it, would thew itfelf in little as well
as in confiderable Things; that he who
would try your Patience in the Bufinefs of
an Appointment, would fail you in a Bufi-
nefs of Property 3 that one who promifed at
random, and mifled you without an Inten-
tion to miflead you, was a trifling Man, and
wanted Honefly, though he had no Trea-
chery, as he who did it with Defign was a
Knave ; that from what Caufe foever they
bs deceived
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deceived you, the Deceit was the fame, and
both were equally to be diftrufted ; ‘that
Punttuality or Remiffnefs, Sincerity or
Perfidioufnefs, runs, generally, through the
‘Whole of a Man’s Life and Aétions, and
you need only obferve his Behaviour in one
or two, to know his Behaviour in all ; and
a negligent Man when he is negleted, has
no Reafon to complain, no more than a
falfe Man when he 1s hated. In many In-
ftances, Negligence has all the Effeéts of
Falfhood, and is as far from Virtue, though
not fo near Vice,

As Mr. Trenchard was wary and referved
in the Choice of his Friends, fo no fmall
Faults, no fudden Prejudices nor Gufts of
Humour or Paffion, could fhake their Inte~
reft in him, or induce him to part with
them ; nor could any Calumnies, however
artful, nor the moft malicious Tales and In-
fufions, however fpecioufly drefled up, lef~
fen his Regard for them. In thofe Cafes,
as in all others, he would fee with his own
Eyes, and have full Proof, before he belie-
ved or condemned. He knew how eafily
Prejudices ‘and  Stories are taken up ; he
knew how apt Malice and Emulation are to
creep into the Heart'of Man, and to can.
ker it ; how quickly Reports are framed,
how fuddenly improved ; how eafily an ad4

ditional Word or Circ?mﬁahce'can trand=

form

i
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form Good into Evily and Evil into Good 5
and how common it is to add Words and
Circumftances, as well as to create Fadls.
He was aware that too many Men are go-
verned by ill Nature ; that the beft are li-
able to Prepofieffions and Mifinformation ;
and that if we liften to every fpiteful Tale
and Infinvation that Men are prone to utter
concerning one another, no two Men in the
Warld could be two Days Friends, He
therefore always judged for himfelf, unbi-
afled by Paffion or any Man’s Authority 3 -
and when he did change, it was Demon-
‘ftration that changed him. He carried his
Tendernefs even to his loweft Servants
- nor could his Steward, who had ferved him
‘many Years, and given him long Proof of
great Integrity and good Underftanding,
ever determine him to turn away a Servant,
*till he had fatistied himfelf that he~ought
to be turned away. He was not affured
but his Steward might be prejudiced, not-
withftanding his Probity : And the Stew-
ard has told me, that he never went with
any Complaint to his Mafter, how neceffa-
ry foever for him to hear, but he went
with fome Uneafinefs and Diffidence.

-No Man ever made greater Allowances
for human Infirmities, and for the Erross
and Follies of Men. This was a Charater
which he did not -bear ; butit s religioufty
PRI ' true,
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true. He knew what feeble Materials- hu-
man Nature was made of ;. perhaps no Man
that ever was born knew it better. Man-
kind lay as it were diffe¢ted before him
and he faw all their Advantages and Defor~
mities, all their Weaknefles, Paffions, De--
fetts, and Exceffes, with predigious Clear--
nefs, and could defcribe them with prodigi-
ous Force, Man in Society, Man out of
Society, was perfectly known and familiar
to his great and lively Underftanding, and
ftood naked to his Eye, divefted of all the

Advantages, Supplements, and Difguifes of

Art. His Reafonings upon this Subje&, as
upon all others, were admirable, beautiful,
and full of Life,

As to his Indulgence to human Infirmi- -

ties, he knew that witheut it every Man
-would be an unfociable Creature to another,
fince every Man living has Infirmities ;. that
we muft take Men as they are, or not at
all ; that it is but mutual Equity to allow
others what we want and expeét to our-
_ felves ; that as good and ill Qualities are
~often blended together, fo they often arife
out of one another : Thus Men of great
‘Wit and Spirit are often Men of ftrong Paf-
fion and Vehemence ; and the firft makes
Amends for the laft : Thus great Humouw-

- #ifts are generally very honeft Men ; and
weak Men have l};mceimes great good Na-
ture,

o ———
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ture, Upon this Foundation no Man lived
more eafy and debonair with his Acquain-
tance, or bore, their Failings better. Good
Nature and Sincerity was all that he expe&-
" ed of them. But in the Number of natural
Infirmities, he never reckoned Falthood and
. Knavery, to which he gave no Q’Léarter,

Human Weaknefles were invincible ; butno
Man was born a Knave : He choofes his own
Charater, and no fincere Man can love him.

In his Tranfaltions with Men, he had a.
furprifing Talent at bringing them over to
his Opinion, His firft Care was that it was
fure, and well-grounded, and important ;
‘and then he was a prevailing Advocate : He
entered into it with all his Might 3 and his
Might was irrefitible. He faw it in its
whole Extent, with all the Reafons and all
the Difficulties, and eould throw both inta
a thoufand furprifing Lights 5 and nothing
could efcape him, This a Friend of his ufed
to call bringing Heaven and Earth into his
Argument. - He had-indeed a vaft Variety
of Images, a Deluge of Language, mighty
Perfuafion in his Looks, and great natural
Authority. You faw that he was in Ear.
neft ; you faw his excellent Judgment, and
you faw his upright Soul. ‘ )

He had the fame Facility in expofing and
taking to Pieces plaufible and deceitful Rea-
fonings. This he did with vaft @xckx;;g
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and Brevity, and with happy Turns of Ri-
dicule. Many a grave .Argument, delivered
wvery plaufibly and at large, in good and
well-founding Language, he has quite de-
feated with a fenfible Jeft of three Words,
or a pleafant Story not much longer. He
had a Promptnefs at Repartee, which few
Men ever equalled, and none ever excel-
fed. He faw, with great Suddennefs, the
Strength and Weaknefs of Things, their
Juftnefs or Ridicule, and had equal Excel-
Jence in thewing either. .

The Quicknefs -of his Spirit made him
fometimes fay Things which were ill taken,
and for which, upon Recolle&tion, he him-
felf was always forry. But in the Midft of
his greateft Heat I never heard him utter 2
'Word that was fhocking or dangerous : So
great was his' Judgment, and the Guard
which he kept over himfelf and over the
natural Impetuofity of his Temper. He was
naturally a warm Man ; but his Wifdom
and Obfervation gave him great Warinefs
and Circum{peétion in great Affairs ; and
never was Man more for moderate and
calm Counfels, or more an Enemy to rath
ones... He had fo little of Revenge in his
Temper, that his perfonal Refentment ne--
ver carried him to hurt any Man, or to wifh
him Hurt, unlefs from other Caufes he de-
&rvcdit.i. P B - A.d»-nl ’

g ' He
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< He had an immenfe Fund of natural Elo-
quence, a graceful and perfuafive Manner,
a world of Aétion, and a Stile ftrong, clear,
figurative, and full of Fire. He attended to -
Senfe much more than to the Expreffion 3
and yet his Expreffion was noble, Coming
{ate mnto the Houfe of Commons, and being
but one Seflions there, he could not exert.
his great Talent that way with Freedom ;
but the few Speeches which he made were
full of excellent ftrong Senfe ; and he was
always heard with much Attention and Re-
fpe. Whether he would have ever come
to have fpoke there with perfe&t Eafe and
Boldnefs, Time, from which he is now ta-
ken away, could only fthew, It is certain,
in that fhort Space he acquired very high
Efteem with all Sorts of Men, and removed
many Prejudices conceived againft him, be-
fore he thewed himfelf in publick., He had
been thought a morofe and impracicable
Man. — An Imputation which nothing but
Tll-will, or Ignorance of his true Character,
could lay upen him. He was one of the
gayeft, pleafanteft Men that ever lived ; an
enchanting Companion, and full of Mirth
and Raillery ; familiar and commumicative -
to the laft Degree ; eafy, kind-hearted, and
utterly free from all Grimace and Statelinefs,
He wasacceffible to all Men. No Man came
more frankly into Convition ; noMan wab
Lo more
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more candid in owning his Miftakes; no
Man more ready to do kind and obliging
Offices. He had not one ambitious Thought,
nora crooked one, notr an envious one, He
had but one View ; to be in the Right, and
to do Good ; and he would have heartily
joined with any Man, or any Party of Men,
to have attained it. If he erred, he erred in-
nocently ; for he fincerely walked according
to the beft Light that he had. Is this the
Characer, this the Behaviour, of a morofe,
of an impralticable Man? Yet this was the
* Charaéter of Mr, Trenchkard, as many great
and worthy Men, who once believed the
contrary, lived to fee,

He was cordially in the Intereft of Man-
kind, and of this Nation, and of this Go-
vernment 3 and never found Fault with
publick Meafures, but when' he really
thought that they were againft the Publick.
According to the Views which he had of
Things, he judged excellently ; and often
traced Attempts and Events to their firft
true Sources, however difguifed or denied,
by the mere Force of his own ftrong Un-
derftanding. He had an amazing Sagacity
and Compafs of Thinking ; and it was fcarce
pofiible to impofe Appearances upon him
for Principles : And they who having the
fame good Affe@ions with him, yet fome-
times differed in Opinion from him, ditc'l it

) olten
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- often from the Difference of their Under-
ftandings. They faw not fo far into the
Caufes and Confequences of Things : Few-
Men upon Earth did ; very few. His ative
and inquifitive Mind, full of Velocity and
Penetration, had not the fame Limits with
thofe of other Men : It was all Lightning,
and diffipated in an Inftant the Doubts and
Darknefs .which bewildered the Heads of
others. In a Moment he unravelled the ob-
fcureft Quettions ; in a Moment he faw the
Tendency of Things. I could give many
undeniable Inftances, where every Jot of
the Events which he foretold came to pafs,
and in the Manner that he foretold, With-
out doubt, he was fometimes miftaken ;
but his Miftakes did him no Difcredit 3
‘they arofe from no Defe& in his Judgment,
and from no Sournefs of Mind.

As he wanted nothing but to fee the Pub-
lick profper, he emulated no Man’s Great-
nefs ; but rejoiced in the Publick. Welfare,
whatever Hands conduéted it. No Man ever
- dreaded publick Evils more, or took them
more to Heart : At one Time they had al-
‘moft broke it, The National Confufions,
Diftrefles, and Defpair, which we laboured
under a few Years ago: gave him much An-
xiety and Sorrow, which preyed upon him,
and endangered his Life {o much, that had
ke ftaid in Town a few Days longer, it was

. more
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-more than probable he would never have
gone out of it alive. He even dreaded a
Revolution ; and the more, beeaufe he faw
fome eafy and fecure, who ought to have
dreaded it moft. This was no Riddle to
him then, and he fanfied that he had lived
to fee the Riddle explained to others,

The perfonal Refentment which he bore
to a Great Man now dead, for perfonal In-
juries, had no Share in the Oppofition
which he gave to his Adminiftration, how
natural foever it was to believe that it had.
He only confidered the Publick in that Op-
pofition ;  which he would have gladl
dropped, and changed Oppofition into Af-
fiftance, without any Advantage or Regard
to himfelf, if he could have been fatisfied
that that Great Man loved his Country as
well as he loved Power. Nor did he ever
quarrel with any Great Man about fmall
Confiderations. On the contrary, he made
great Allowances for their Errors, for the
Care of their Fortunes and Families, and
even for their Ambition, provided their

Ambition was honeftly direGted, and the .

Publick was not degraded or negletted, to
fatiate their domeftick Pride. He did not
vainly expect from Men that Perfeftion and
Heroifm which, he knew, were not to be
found in Men; ahd he cared not how much
Good Minifters.did to themfelves, if b{l it

- they
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they hurt not their Country. He had two
Thing much at heart ; the keeping Eng- -
land out of foreign Broils, and paying off
the publick Debts, He thought that the
one depended upon the other, and that the
Fate and Being of the Nation depended
upon the laft ; and I believe that few Men
who think at all, think him miftaken. " For
a good while before he died he was ealier,
as to thofe Matters, than I had ever known
him, He was pleafed with the Calm that
we were in, and entertained favourable
Hopes and Opinions, Nor is it any Difcre-
dit to the prefent Adminiftration, that Mr.
Trenchard was more partial to it than I ever
knew him to any other. In this he fincere-
ly followed his Judgment; for it is moft
certain than he had not one View to him-
delf 3 nor could any human Confideration
have withdrawn him from the publick Inte-
reft. It was hard to miflead him ; impof-
- fible to' corrupt him. '

No Man was ever more remote from all
Thoughts of publick Employments : He
was even determined againft them ; yet he
would never abfolutely declare that he
~ would at no Time engage in them, becaufe
it was barely poffible that he might. So nice
and fevere was his Veracity! He had infi-
nite Talents for Bufinefs ; a Head wonder-

fully turned for Schemes, Trains of Rea-.
: : ' foning, -
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foning, and Variety of Affairs ; extreme
Promptnefs, indefatigable Induftry, a ftrong
Memory, mighty Difpatch, and great
Adroitnefs in applying to the Paffions of
- Men. This laft Talent was not generally
known to be his : He was thought a pofi-
tive, uncomplying Man ;3 and in Matters of’
yRight and Wrorg he was fo. But it is as
true, that he knew perfectly how Mankind
were to be dealt with ; that he could ma-
nage théir Tempers with great Art, and
bear with all their Humours and Weaknef-
fes with great Patience. He could reafon
or rally, be grave or pleafant, with equal
Succefs ; and make himfclf extremely agree-
able to all Sorts of People, without the leaft
Departure from his native Candour and In-
tegrity. As he chiefly loved Privacy and a
domeftick Life, he feldom throwed himfelf
in the Way of Popularity ; but where-ever
he fought it, he had it. One Proof of this
may be learned from the great Town *
where he was chofen into Parliament; no
Man was ever more belaved and admired
by any Piace, He found them full of Pre-
Jjudices againft him, and left them full of
Affetion for him., Very different Kinds
of Men, widely different in Principle, agreed
in loving him equally ; and adore his Me-

# Tauuton in Somerfecthire, .
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mory, now he is gone, The few four
Men who oppofed him there, owed him
better Things, and themfelves no Credit by
their Oppofition.

- In Converfation he was frank, chearful,
and familiar, without Referve ; and enter-
taining beyond Belief. His Head was fo
clear, ready, and fo full of Knowledge,
that I have often heard him make as ftrong,
. fine, and ufeful Difcourfes at his Table, as
ever he wrote in his Clofet ; though I
think he is in the higheft Clafs of Writers
that have appeared in the World, He had
fuch furprizing Images, fuch a happy Way
of conceiving Things, and of putting Words
together, as few Men upon Earth ever had,
He talked without the Pedantry of a Man
who loves to hear himfelf talk, or is fond of
Applaufe. He was always excellent Com-
pany.; but the Time of the Day when he
fhined moft, was for three Hours or more
after Dinner : Towards the Evening he was
generally fubjet to Indigeftions. The
“Time which he chofe to think in, was the
Morning,.

.. He was acceptable Company to Women.
He treated them with great Nicenefs and
Refpect 5 he abounded in their own Chit-
Chat, and faid a world of pleafant Things.
He was a tender and obliging Hufband ;

and indeed had uncommon Caufe to be fo,
T - as



xlvi The PREFACE.

as he well knew, and has fhewn by his Will ¢
But he had worthy and generous Notions of
the kind Regard which Men owe to Women
in general, efpecially to their Wives; who,
when they are bad, may often thank their
Hufbands,” This was a Theme that he of-
ten enlarged upon with great Wifdom. He
was very partial to the Fair Sex, and had -
great deal of Gallantry in his Temper.
He was a friendly Neighbour : He ftudi-
" ed to live well with every body about him ; .
and took a fenfible Pleafure in doing good
Offices. He was an Enemy to Litigioufnefs
and Strife ; and, I think, he told me, that
he never had a Law-Suit in his Life. He
was a kind and generous Landlord ; he ne-
“wer hurried nor diftrefled any of his Tenants
for Rent, and made them frequent, and un-
afked, Abatements. There were yearly In-
ftances of this. He was exact in perform~
~ ing all his Covenants with them, and never
- forgot any Promife that he had made them.
Nor did he ever deny any Tenant any rea-
fonable Favour: But he knew his Eftate
well 5 they could not eafily deceive him:
And none but fuch as did fo, or attempted
it, were known to complain. -
- To his Servants he was a juft and merci-
ful Mafter. Under him they had good
Ufage and Plenty ;5 and the worft that they
had to apprehend in his Service, was nox;
an
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and then a paffionate Expreflion. He loved
to fee chearful Faces about. him. He was
particularly tender of. them in their Sick-
nefs, and often paid large Bills for their
. Cure. For this his Compaffion and Bounty
- he had almoft always ill Returns. They
thought that every Kindnefs done them,
was done for their own Sake ; that they

were of fuch Importance to him, that he
~ could not live without them ; and that
therefore they were entitled to more Wages,
He ufed to obferve, that this Ingratitude
was infeparable from inferior Servants, and
that they always founded fome frefh Claim
. ypon every Kindnefs which he did them.
From 'hence he was wont to make many
fine Obfervations upon human Nature, and
particularly upon the Nature of the com-
mon Herd of Mankind. ‘ :
. Mr. Trenchard had a liberal Education,
and was bred to the Law ; in which, as I
have heard fome of his Cotemporaries fay,
he had made amazing Progrefs. But Poli-
ticks and the rifb Truft ¥, in which he made
a great Figure, though very young, took
him from the Bar ; whither he never had any
Inclination to return, By the Death of an
Uncle, and his Marriage, he was fallen into

* He was one of the Commiffioners of the forfeited
Eftatesin Ireland in the Reign of King WiLLiam. |

an
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an -eafy Fortune, with the Profpet of a
much greater,

He was very knowing, but not learned s
that is, he had not read many Books. Few
Books pleafed him : Where the Matter was
not ftrong, and fine, and laid clofe toge-
ther, it could not engage his Attention :
He out-ran his Author, and had much
more himfelf to fay upon the Subje@. He

faid, that moft Books were but Title Pages,’

and in the firft Leaf you faw all; that of
many Books which were valued, Half might
be thrown away without lofing any Thing,
He knew well the General Hiftory and
State of the World, and its Geography eve-
ry where, Fora Gentleman, he was a good
. Mathematician ; he had clear and extenfive
Ideas of the Aftronomical Syftem, of the
Power of Matter and Motion, and of the
Caufes and Produétion of Things. He un-
derftood perfectly the Intereft of England in
all its Branches, and the Intereft and Preten-
fions of the feveral great Powers in Europe,
with the State and general Balance of Trade
every where. Upon thefe Subjeéts, and up-
" on all others that are of Ufe to Mankind, he
could difcoufe with marvellous Force and
Pertinency. Perhaps no Man living had
thought fo much and fo varioufly, He had.
a bufy and a juft Head, and was Mafter of
any Subjet in an Inftant, He chiefly ftudied
- . , . Matters
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Matters that were of Importance to the
World; but loved Poetry, and Things of
_Amufement, when the Thoughts were juft
and witty :. And no body enjoyed Pleafan-~
tries more. He had formerly read the Claf-
ficks, and always retained many of their
beautiful Paffages, particularly from Horace
and Lucretius,and from fome of the Speeches
“in Lucan.. He admired the Fire and Free-
dom of the laft; as he did Lucretius for
the Loftinefs of his Conceptions: And He-
race he had almoft all by heart. He had
the Works of Cicero and Tacitas in high
Efteen : He was not a little pleafed when
I fetabout tranflating the latter. He thought
no Author {o fit to be read by a free People,
like this ; as none paints with fuch Wifdom
and Force the fhocking Deformities of that
Sort of confuming Government, which has
rendered almoft the whole Earth fo thin and

- wretched, - , :
He had a great Contempt for Logick, and
the Learning of the Schools ; and ufed to
repeat with much Mirth an Obfervation of
Dr. Smith, late Bifhop of Down, his Tutor.
The Do&tor ufed to fay, That ¢« Mr. Tren-
¢ chard’s Talent of Reafoning was owing to
« his having been fo good a Logician ;»* 2
“Charatter for which he was eminent at the
Univerfity, The Truth was, that his reafon-
ing Head made him excel in the Subtletie;
N c o
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of Logick. Reafon is a Faculty not to be -
‘Jearned, no more than Wit and Penetration.
Having as great natural Parts as perhaps
any Man was ever born with, he wanted
none of the Shew and Afliftance of Art ;
and many Men, who carry about them
mighty Magazines of Learning and Quo-
tation, would have made a poor Figure in
Converfation with Mr. Trenchard. He
highly valued learned Men, when they had
good Senfe, and made good Ufe of their
Learning : But mere Authorities, and
Terms, and the Lumber of Words, were
Sport to him3 and he often made good
Sport of thofe who excelled in them, He
had endlefs Refources in his own ftrong and
ready Underftanding, and ufed to ftrip fuch
Men of their Armour of Names and Bif’cin-
&ions with wonderful Livelinefs and Plea-
Aantry. Having loft all the Tackle of their
~ Art, they had no Aids from Nature. Falle
Learning, falfe Gravity, and falfe Argu-
ment, never encountered a more fuccefsful
Foe. Extraprdinary Learning and extraor-
nary Wit feldom meet in one Man : The
Velocity of their Genius renders Men of
great Wit incapable of that laborious Pati-
ence neceffary to make a Man very learned.
Cicero and Monfieur Bayle, had both, and
fo had our Milton and George Buchanan.
1 could name others ; but all that I could

' mention
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mention are only Exceptions from a general -
Rule. As to Mr. Trenchard, the Chara&er
of dper the Roman Orator fuits him fo much,
that it feems made for him.— Aprum jnge-
nio potius € vi mature quam inflitutione &5
kiteris famam eloquentic confecutum—communi

-~ eruditione imbutus, contemnebat potius literas
quam nefciebat : — Ingeninm ejus nullis aliena-
rum ariium inniti videretur, C

g Dialog. de Oratoribus,
He was not fond of Writing ; his Fault
lay far on the other Side. He only did it

- when he thought it neceffary. . Even in the
Courfe of the following I.etters, he was
fometimes feveral Months together without'
writing one ; though, upon the Whole, he
wrote as many, within about thirty, as I did,
He wrote many fuch as I could not write, -
and I many fuch as he would not. But in
this Edition, to fatisfy the Curiofity of the °
Publick, I have marked his and my own'
with the initial Letters of our different
Names at the End of each Paper. To him
it was owing, to his Converfation and ftrong
'Way of Thinking,and to the Prote&ion and
Inftru&ion which he gave me, that I was
capable of writing fo many, He was the
beft Tutor that I ever had, and to him I
owed more than to the whole World befides.
Y will add, with the fame Truth, that, but
for me, he never would have engaged in

cz2 ’ any

-
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any Weekly Performance whatfoever. From
any third Hand there was no Affiftance
“whatever, I wanted none while I had him,
and he fought none while he had me.
His Notions of God were noble and re-
fined ; and if he was obnoxious to Bigots, it

was for thinking more honourably of the

Deity, and for expofing their ftupid, four,
and narrow Imaginations about Him, There
was more Inftruction in three extempore Sen-
- tences of his upon this Subjec, than in
~ threefcore of their ftudied Sermons, He

taught you to love God ; they only to dread
him. He thought the Gofpel one continu-
ed Leffon of Mercy and Peace ; they make
it a lafting Warrant for Contention, Seve-
rity, and Rage. He believed that thofe
Men, who found Pomp and Domination in
the felf-denying Example and Precepts of
Fefus Chrift, were either Madmen, or worfe
——not in earneft ; that fuch as were Ene-~
mies to Liberty of Confcience, were Enemies
to human Society, which is a frail Thing
kept together by mutual Neceflities and
mutual Indulgencies ; and that, in order to
reduce the World to one Opinion, the

whole World muft be reduced to one Man,

and all the reft deftroyed. :
He faw, with juft Indignation, the mad,

chimerical, felfifh, and barbarous Tenets
maintained by many of the Clergy, with the

mifchievous

e~
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mifchievous Effeéts and Tendency of thefe
Tenets: He faw, as every Man that has -
Eyes may, that for every Advantage which
they have in the World, they are beholden
to Men and Societies 3 and he thought it
downright Fraud and Impudence, to claim
as a Gift from God, what all Mankind knew
was the manifeft Bounty of Men, and the
Policy of States, or extorted from them ;
that Ecclefiattical Jurifdiétion and Revenues
could have no other poffible Original ; that

it was a Contradic¢tion to all Truth, to Chri-

ftianity, and to all Civil Government, to
allow them any ocher ; that the certain Ef-
fe&t of detaching the Priefthood from the
Authority of the Civil Magiftrate, was to

enflave the Civil Magiftrate, and all Men,
to the Priefthood 3 that thefe Claims of the

- Clergy to Divine Right and Independency,

raifed a Cumbuftion, a Civil Schifm in the
State (the only Schifm dangerous to Socie-
ty) made the Laity the Property or the
Enemies of the Clergy, and taught the Cler-
gy avowed Ingratitude for every Bounty,
Indulgence, Privilege, and Advantage,

-which the Laity, or any Layman, could
. beftow upon them ; fince having all from "

God, they could confider Laymen only as
Intruders, when Laymen meddled with cele-
ftial Rents, and pretended to give them
what God had given them. I am apt to

. Cc 3 thlnk
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think that ftom this Root of fpiritual Pride

-proceeds the too common Ingratitude of

Clergymen to their Patrons for very good
Livings, They think it Ufurpation in Lay-
men to have Church Benefices in their Gift.
Hence their known Abhorrence of Impro-

" priations ; and we all know what they

mean, when they find fo much Precipitah-
cy and fo many Errors in the Reformation.
It was a terrible Blow to Church Dominion,
and gave the Laity fome of their own
Lands again,

Some will fay, that thefe are only a Num-
ber of hot-headed Men amongft the Cler-
gy s and I fay, that I mean no other: I

only with that the cool Heads may be the

Majority. ‘That there are many fuch, I
know and congratulate ; and I honour with
all my Heart the many Bifhops and Doc-
tors, who are fatisfied with the Condition
of the Clergy, and are Friends to Confci-
ence and Civil Liberty ; for both which
fome of them have contended with immor-
tal Succefs,

But whatever Offence the high Claimers -
of fpiritval Dominion gave Mr, Trenchard,

he was fincerely for preferving the Eftablith-
ed Church, and would have heartily oppofed
any Attempt to alter it. He was againft all
levelling in Church and State, and fearful
of trying Experiments upon the Confti-

: tution,
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tution. He thought that it was already up-

on a very good Balance ; and no Man was

- more falfly accufed of an Intention to pull
it down. The Eftablifhment was his Stan-

dard ; and he was only for pulling down

thofe who would foar above it, and trample

upon it. If he offended Churchmen, while

he defended the Legal Church, the Blame

was not his, He knew of no Authority

that they had, but what the Laws gave them ;

nor can they thew any other, The Sanctions

of a Thoufand Synods, the Names and Vo-

lumes of Ten Thoufand Fathers, weigh not

one Grain in this Argument, They are no

more Rules to us, than the Oracles of Del-

phos, no more than a College of Augurs.

AQ&s of Parliament alone conftitute and li-

mit our Church Government, and create

our Clergy; and upon- this Article Mr,

Trenchard only afferted what they themfelves

" had fworn, Perfonally he ufed them with
great Civility where-ever he met them ; and
he was for depriving them of no Part of
their Dignities and Reverfions. As to their
fpeculative Opinions, when ‘he meddled
with them, he thought that he might
take the fame Liberty to differ with them,
which they took to differ with one anc-
ther. For this many of them have treated
his Nume very barbaroufly, to their own
Difcredit. Laymen can fometimes fight,
C 4 and
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and be Friends again. The Officers and
Soldiers of two oppofite Camps, if they meet
out of the Way of Battle, can be well-bred
and humane to each other, and well-pleafed
together, though they are to deftroy one
- another next Day, But, I know not how it
happens, Clerical Heat does not eafily cool 5-
it rarely knows Moderation or any Bounds,
but purfues Men to their Death ; and even
after Death it purfues them, when they are
no longer fubject to the Laws or Cogni- -
zance of Men, It was not more good Po-
licy than it was Juftice in thefe angry Men,
to charge Mr. Trenchard with Want of Re-
ligion ; as it is owning that a Man may be
a moft virtuous Man, and an excellent
Member of Society, without it. But, as no-
thing is fo irreligious as the Want of Chari-
ty ; fo nothing is more indifcreet.

- As paffionate as he was for Liberty, he
was not for a Commonwealth in England,
He neither believed it poflible, nor withed
for it. He thought that we were better as
we were, than any praticable Change could
make us ; and feemed to apprehend, that a
neighbouring Republick was not far from
fome violent Shock. I wifth that he may
have been miftaken; but the Grounds of
his Opinion were too plaufible. ,

I have before owned that he was paffio-
nate ; but he fhewed it only in Inftances
' where
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- where it was not worth while to watch and
reftrain his Temper. In Things of Mo-

"~ ment, or when he had a Mind not to be

provoked, no Man was more fedate and
calm, - I have often feen him laugh a pee-
vith Man out of his Peevithnefs, and with-
out being angry, make others very angry.
If he had a Mind to dive into any Man’s
Defigns, in which he was very fuccefsful,
or meant to gain any End upon him, it was
impoflible to ruffle him. He was only hatty,
when he was inadvertent, There was a Ra-
pidity and Emotion in his Way of Talk-
mg, which fometimes made him thought
warm when he was not. Eiff vebemens, non-
dum iratus 5 as I think Tully fays of himfelf
upon the like Occafion. He was likewife apt
to give quick Anfwers to impertinent Que-
ftions, and to mortify Men who he thought
talked knavithly. Hence chiefly he was
called a hot Man. Little Things fometimes
provoked him, but great Provocations fet
him a thinking ; and he was capable of
. bearing great Loffes, Oppofition, and Dif-
appointments, with fignal Temper and
Firmmefs. He was very merry with thofe
who wrote - fcurriloufly againft him, and .
laughed heartily at what they thought he
refented moft.  Not many Days before he
died, he diverted himfelf with a very abufe- -

ful Book written by a Clergyman, and
‘ - c5 pointed
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inted perfonally at him ; by a Clergyman .
. highly obliged to his Family, and always
treated with great Friendfhip by himfelf, °

He had a noble Fortune, of which he
took fuch Care as a wife Man thould. He
underitood Hufbandry and Improvements
. excellently, and every Place where he came
was the better for him. But though. he was
careful to preferve his Eftate, he was no
_ways anxious to increafe it. He kept a gen-
teel and a plentiful Table, and was pleafed
to fee it well filled : He had a great Num-
ber of Servants, and daily employed feveral
‘Tradefmen and many Eabourers. So that
of his whole yearly Income he faved little
at the Year’s End, not above Twa or Three
Hundred Pounds.. This will appear. ftrange
to moft People, who generally believed that
he faved great Sums : But I'know what L
fay, and it is plain from the Perfonal Eftate
which he has left.

As to his Family, which I mention laft,
becaufe it is the laft Thing upon which a
wife Man will value himfelf ; it is one of-
the ancienteft in England, and well allied :.
- His Anceftors came over with #illiam the
Norman 3 and there has been a good Eftate
in the Name ever fince. He left no.Child,,.
and his three Sifters are his Heirs, Iknow
but one Family now remaining of the Name,.
Mr. George Trenchard’s, of Dorfetfbire, a.

2 Member
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‘Member of the Houfe of Commons; and
I believe the Eftate in both Families is worth
near Ten Thoufand Pounds a Year.

He died of an Ulcer in the Kidneys, af-
ter an Illnefs of five Weeks and fome Days; °
and hedied like a wife Man, with great Re-
figriation and Calmnefs of Spirit, quite fres
from all falfe Fears or pannick Terrors, and
without one Struggle or,Convulfion, The
‘Day before his Death he talked to me much
and often of an Affair which regarded my-
felf; and which, were I to mention it,
would thew the great Concern and Tender-
nefs that he had for me. He died in the
Fifty-fifth Year of his Age. I faw him
expire, and thefe Hands helped to clofe his
Eyes ; the faddeft Office that ever they per-
formed. ‘

In his Perfon he was a ftrong, well-fe¢
Man, but of a fickly Conftitution,and fcarce
ever in perfe¢t Health. He thought too
much, and with toa much Solicitude : This
without doubt impaired, and at laft wore out, -
the Springs of Life : The Vigour and Acti-
vity of his Head caufed him many bodily

~ Diforders, Whatever -he did, he did in-
tenfely ; and no Man was ever more turned
for the boc ageve. 'What Livy fays of Cato
the Elder, fuits Mr. Trenchard extremely 3
Verfatile ingenium fic pariter ad omnia
fuit, ut natum ad id unum diceres, quodcunque
ageret.
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ageret. He had a manly Face, and a fair
fanguine Complexion ; regular Features, a
Look of great good Senfe, and a lively .
black Eye, fo full of Fire, that feveral
People have told me that they could not
bear to look him in the Face. I have heard
the fame Obfervation made of his Father,
who, by all Accounts, was a Gentleman of
much Wit and Spirit.
- To conclude : He had extraordinary Abi-
lities, extraordinary Virtues, and little Fail:
ings, and thefe arifing from good Qualities :
He was paffionate from the Quicknefs of his
Parts ; and his Refentments arofe from -
Things which his Heart abhorred. I will
end his Chara&er as Livy does that of Cicero.
The Words are extremely pertinent : ——
Vir magnus, acer, memorabilis fuit, & in
cujus laudes exfequendas, Cicerone laxdatore
opus fuerit. Fragm. Livii.
Thus much, I hope, I may be permitted
~ to have faid of this great and upright Man,
and my excellent Friend, before the follow-
ing Work ; and much more I could have
faid. His Charatter was as little known, as
his Name was much, Many Sorts of Men
and Caufes combined to mifreprefent him,
Some were provoked by his honeft Free-
- dom; others emulated his Reputation ;
fome traduced him through Prejudice, fome
through Folly. But no good Man that
. knew
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knew him thoroughly could be his Enemy ;
and what Enemies he had, Malice, Mifin=
. formation, or his own Virtue, made.
The World has few fuch Men as Mr.
Trenchard 3 and few Menin it will be miffed
_fo much. His Patts, his Spirit,and his Pro-
bity, will be remembered, and perhaps
wanted, when the Prejudices raifed againft
him will be dead and forgotten with the
Paffions that raifed them.

THE -
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SATURDAY, November 5, 1720. No. 1.

Reafons to prove that we are in mo Danger of lofing
: Gibraltar, c

X@t7%s9 S T have heard, with Concern, the
1 ,s/’v;i., Report of our being in Danger of
R ﬁ’_!“f:; lofing Gibraltar, lately revived ; fo
N %0 1 had no fmall Pleafure to fee, in

- Senfe of the great Importance of
;ahr:ti Place to the Trade and Security of Eng-
Al Men, in Truth, fhew their Opinion of it,
by the Fears which they exprefs about it; and if

Vor. L. B - . we

% the Generality of the People, a juft .
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we fet afide (as unworthy of mention) a few pro-

ftitute Hirelings, who go about Coffee-Houfes to

drop, as far as they dare, ftupid and villainous

Reafons for giving it up: I fay, excepting fuch a.
contemptible few, I defy thofe, who for vile Ends, -
or to make good vile Bargains, would gladly have

. it furrendered, to pick out of all the People of
England, one honeft, rational, and dlﬁntereﬁcd

Man, to concur with them in it.

Thank God, in fpite of the Folly of Parties,
and the Arts of Betrayers, we fee in all Men a
fteady, warm and unanimous Spirit for the Pre-
fervation of Gibraltar ;5 and I hope to fee fhortly
the Time, when we fhall, with the fame Frank-
nefs and Unity, exercife our Reafon and our Eye-
fight in other Matters, in which we are at prefent
mifled, either by Infatuation, or falfe Intereft.

There are two Things which furprize me in’
the many Apprehenfions which we have had about
Gibraltar. The firft is, the great Diffidence ma-
nifefted by fuch Fears : Men muft be far gone in
Diftruft, before they could come to fufpe&, that
their Superxors could ever grow fo much as indiffe-
rent about a Place of fuch Confequence to their
Country ; and to {uppofe them capable of giving
it up, is to fuppofe them capable of giving up
Portfmouth, nay, England itfelf. Such Suppofi-
tions muft therefore be unjuft, and the Height of
Ignorance or Splcen. Can it be imagined, that
Men of Honour would forfeit their Reputation,
Patriots facrifice a Bulwark of their Country, or
wife Men venture their Heads, by fuch a- traxte- "
rous, fhameful and dangerous Step.

But, fay fome, perhaps it will be fuffered to
be taken by Surprize ; and then all the Blan:ﬁ

w.
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will only reft upon fome obfcure Officer, who may
eafily be given up or kept out of the Way, while
thofe who contrived the Roguery, and felt the Re-
ward of it, will be as loud in their Refentments,

. as others who love their Country well enough to
grieve for its Difgrace or its Lofles.

I know, indeed, that all this has been faid more’
than once, and fome plaufible Circumftances ur-
ged, to fhew that it was not abfolutely ground-
lefs. But, alas, what a poor Plot would here be !
A Farce of Treachery and Nonfenfe, vifible to
the weakeft of Mankind, and only fit to raife Ha-
tred and Contempt towards the wretched Fra-
mers of it. This would be to deal with us as with
a Nation of Ideots, blind and infenfible, who can -
neither fee Day-light, nor feel Injuries, nor return
infolent Ufage. No, no, we are not as yet to be
hood-winked by fuch thin Schemes : We can afk,
if need were, a few plain Queftions, which would
eafily puzzle fuch feeble Politicians ; but at prefent
we have no Occafion. R ‘

All this, however, thews how much we are apt
to fufpe& foul Play in this, and many other Cafes
of the like Nature ; nor fhall I now malicioufly
enquire, to what prevailing Caufe fuch Diftruft is
to be afcribed,  *

Another Thing, at which I am apt to wonder,

" is, that, confidering how much our Credit is
concern’d to clear ourfelves from the Charge of
any bafe Purpofe, of being willing that Gibraltar
‘fhould be given away, we have not yet done it,
at leaft in any publick and fatisfaGtory Manner :
The miftaken People will fay, and bave faid, that
our Silence is a Confeflion of our Guilt ; and that
af their. Cenfures and Suppofitions had not been

B2 juft
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juft, it was in our Power publickly to have con-
futed and removed them ; neither of which we
have done, but fuffered Them to remain under
painful Fears, and Ourfelves under the Sufpicion
of ncither regarding their Intereft, nor their Eafe,
nor our own Credit.
Why did you not, fay they, tell all the World
how much you were wronged, and belied, in a
" Declaration, faid to the Regent’s of France,
which exprefly afferted, that a Bargain was made
to give away Gibraltar ? Why did you not de-
monftrate, that you were at leaft as willing to pre-
ferve your own Towns, as to conquer Countries
for other People, who are remarkable for doing
you as little Service as they poflibly can? Why
did you fufter it to be fuggeited, with the leaft
Colour of Probability, that you would rather
throw away what was your own, than not procure
for foreign Allies, at your Expence, what was
none of theirs ? Why do we fight, why conquer,
if we muft thus condefcend to implore the Van-
" quithed, gracioufly to grant Peace to us *he Con-
querors, for which we will humbly pay them with
Part of our Dominions? And how came Foreign
States, moft of them Slaves, to be more in your
Favour, than O/d England, which is a Nurfery of
Freemen?
All thefe are malicious Queftions, though I hope:
round.efs ; but as they are propofed by many
houfands of his Majefty’s Liege Subje&s, in-a
modeft and ferious Way, methinks it would be a
feafonable Piece of Difcretion and good Policy, to
prove themn groundlefs. /
For God’s Sake, let us anfwer, if we can an-
fwer ; and if our Innocence can be thewn, as no
doubt
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doubt it can, let it be fhewn. It will not even be
enough, that Gibraltar is never given up, but we
ought to purge ourfelves from the Imputation of

_ ever having entertained fo criminal an Intention.
- If we can do this, it will recover us fome Part of

the Credit and Confidence which we have loft by
not doing of it. I therefore hope, and humbly
propofe, that we may foon fee fome able and fa-
gacious Pen, inftead of making Pancgyricks upon

‘us, make Apologies for. us.

In the mean Time, permit me to give here
three unanfwerable Reafons why Gibraltar cannot
either be given up, or taken: "

Firft, Becaufe Secretary Grimaldo fays it (*).

Secondly, It would make South-Sea Stock fall :
And, ' )

Thirdly, and Laftly, We have wife and honeft
Governors.

G I am, &c.

.

SaTuRrRDAY, November 12, 1720.” No. 2.

The fatal Effests of the South-Sea Scheme, and the
Neceffity of punifbing the Directors.

S IR,
HE terrible Circumftances of our French
Neighbours, under the Plague in fome Pla-
ces, expecting it in others, and dreading it in all,
is.a loud Warning to us, to take all Expedients
and poffible Precautions againft fuch a formidable
Calamity.
* This Letter was aritten in O&ober 1720,
B3 We
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We have already had, and ftill have, a Conta-
gion of another Sort, more univerfal, and lefs mer-
ciful, than that at Marfeilles : ‘The latter has de-
ftroy’d, we are told, about Sixty Thoufand Lives ;
ours has done worfe, it has render’d a much greater
Number of Lives miferable, who want but the
Sicknefs to finith their Calamity ; either by ren-
dering it complete, or by putting an End to them
and that together.

Indeed, had the Alternative been offered us half -
a Year ago, I think it would have been a Symp-
tom of Wifdom in us to have chofen rather to
fail by the Hand of God, than by the execrable
Arts of Stock-Jobbers : That we are fallen, is a
forrowful Truth, not only vifible in every Face
which you meet, but in the Deftruétion of our
‘T'rade, the Glory and Riches of our Nation, and
the Livelihood of the Poor.

But complaining dces not mend the Matter ; yet
what fenfible Heart can avoid complaining, when
he hears his Country, a whole Country, a potent
Nation, a Nation happy in its Climate, in its
Prince, and in its Laws, groaning under mighty
Evils brought upon it by mean and contemptible
Hands, and apprehending Evils ftill more mighty ?
"This gives Bitternefs to a humane Spirit, though
it fuffer no otherwife than by Sympathy. Is there
no Way left of doing ourfelves Juftice, and has
the Death of our Profperity extinguifhed all Senfe
of our Injuries?

*Tis true, it is both prudent and religious in
private Perfons, to ftifle the Notions of Revenge,
and calmly to expe&t Reparation from God and
the Law : But Jealoufy and Revenge, in a whole
People, when they are abufed, are laudable and

' politick
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politick Virtues ; without which they will never
thrive, never be efteemed. How far they are to
carry their Refentments, I do not pronounce : The
Meafures of it muft be determined by Circum-
ftances ; but flill keen Refentment ought to be
fhewn, and fome Punithment, or Punifhments, in-
flited. When the Dignity or Intereft of a Na-
tion is at Stake, Mercy may be Cruelty.

To this Spirit of Jealoufy and Revenge, was
formerly the Roman Commonwealth beholden for

. the long Prefervation of its Liberty ; the Venetian

Commonwealth owes its Prefervation to the fame
Spirit ; and Liberty will never fubfift long where
this Spirit is not : For if any Crimes againft the
Publick may be committed with Impunity, Men .
will be tempted to commit the greateft of all ;- I
mean, that of making themfelves Mafters of the
State ; and where Liberty ends in Servitude, it is

owing to this Negle&t. Cezfar thought that he * -
" might do what he had feen Marius and Sylla do be-

fore him, and fo enflaved his Country : Whereas,
had They been hanged, he would, perhaps, never
have attempted it.

I bring thefe Examples to prove, that Nations
fhould be quick in their Refentments, and fevere
in their Judgments. As never Nation was more
abufed than ours has been of late by the dity Race
of Money-Changers ; fo never Nation could
with a better Grace, with more Juftice, or great-
er Security, take its full Vengeance, than ours can,
upon its detefted Foes. Sometimes the Greatnefs
and Popularity of the Offenders make ftriét )S-
ftice unadvifeable, becaufe unfafe ; but here it is

- not fo, you may, at prefent, load every Gallows

in England with Dire&ors and Stock- Jobbers,
Ba without
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without the Affiftance of a Sheriff’s Guard, or
fo much as a Sigh from an Old Woman, though
accuftom’d perhaps to fthed Tears at the untimely
Demife of a common Felon or Murderer. A
thoufand Stock- Jobbers, well truffed up, befides
the diverting Sight, would be a cheap Sacrifice to
the Manes of Trade ; it would be one certain Ex-
pedient to foften the Rage of the People ; and to
convince them that the future Direction of their
Wealth and Eftates fhall be put into the Hands of
thofe, who will as effeCtually ftudy to promote
the General Benefit and Publick Good, as others
have, lately, moft infamoufly facrificed Both to
“their own private Advantage. Something is cer-
_ tainly due to both the former. The Refurreétion
of Honefty and Induftry can never be hoped for,
while this Sort of Vermin is fuffered to crawl a-
bout, tainting our Air, and putting every Thing
out of Courfe ; fubfifting by Lies, and pralifing
vile Tricks, low in their Nature, and mifchievous
"in their Confequences. _

That a Multitude of Families are ruined, and
fuddenly funk from plentiful Circumftances to ab-
je& Poverty, is affedting and lamentable ; though
perhaps all owing to their own rafh Confidence in
the Managzment of known Knaves: That inno-
cent Children, born, as they imagin’d, to fair
Fortunes, and brought up accordingly, muft now
want Bread, or beg it, is a Cataftrophe that muft
pierce every tender Heart, and produce Pity and
Tears : But to fee one’s Country labouring under
dll the fad Symptoms of Diflrefs, without the
Violence of War, without the diabolical Refine-
ments of able Politicians ; but purely from the
dull Cunning of inferior Rogues, void of Bmver)fc,l

voil
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void of Abilities; Wretches that would run away
in the Field, and be defpifed in Affemblies ; this
is what fhould turn Pity into Rage, and Grief into
Vengeance. , '

For a Nation to {uffer itfelf to beill ufed, is of
dangerous Example ; whether thofe that ufe it ill
be its Neighbours or its Natives. Patience, in this
Cafe, invites freth Injurics ; and that People, who
would not bear many unjuft Burthens, muft not
bear one. )

A Country, as I faid above, ought to do itfelf
Juftice with Speed, as well as with Vigour : Delay
has often rendered a Cure impoflible in the Body
Politick, as well as in Human Bodies : By De-
lays, the Edge of Refentment goes off, and the
Offender has Leifure to fortify himfelf by new
Rogueries. ‘

I would therefore have my Countrymen take
~ Advantage of the Humour that they are in, and

make a Virtue of their prefent Anger. Let them
roufe the bold Spirit of a free Nation ; and thew
by all lawful and loyal Means, that they who
always fcorned to be the Property of Tyrants,
wil(l}not be the Prey of Stock- Jobbers.

I am, &c.

Bs SATUR-
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SATURDA Y, November 19, 1720. No. 3

The ﬁyi‘ilmt Condué? of the South-Sea Direttors,
with the reafonable Profpest of publick Fuflice. -

S IR,

A Man robbed in his Houfe, or on the High-
way, receives from the Law all poffibl: Sa-
tisfaction : He has the Reftitution of his Goods
again, where it can be made; he has the Life of
the Offender, if he can be apprehended ; and there
is a plentiful Reward given for every fuch Appre-
henfion, By this falutary Method, Vengeance is
at once taken for the Crime comunitted, and a
terrible Example made of its Author, to prevent
its Repetition.

Tho Law is the great Rule in every Country,
at leaft in every free Country, By which private
Property is afcertained, and the publick Good,
which is the great End of all Laws, is fecured ;
and the religious Obfervance of this Rule, is what
alone makes the Difference betwein good Laws,
and none. The Terror and San&ity of the Laws
- are thewn by the Execution of them; and to a
Contempt of the Laws, or to a dire¢t difpenfing
with them, have been owing moft of the Shocks
and Revolutions,, that we have, for many Ages,
fuftained in England.

Some Laws are, indeed, unwarily made, be-
ing procured by Paflion, Craft, or Surprize ; but
fuch are generally either fuffered to wax obfolete,

' or
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or are repealed, as we have feen in many In-
ftances, and may yet fee in more. :

But I fpeak here of thofe Laws which have a
dire& and known Tendency to fecure to us what
we have, and to preferve us what we are: A free
People are kept {o, by no other Means than an
equal Diftribution of Property ; every Man, who
has a Share of Property, having a proportionable
Share of Power ; and the firft Seeds of Anarchy,
(which, for the moft part, ends in Tyranny) are
produced from hence, that fome are ungovernably
rich, and many more are miferably poor ; that is,
fome are Mafters of all Means of Oppreflion, and
others want all the Means of Self-defence.

What Progrefs we have lately made in England,
towards fuch a blefled State of Confufion and Mi-
fery, by the Credulity of the People, throwing
their All upon the Mercy of bafe-fpirited, hard-
Hearted Villains, mifchievoufly trufted witha Power
to undo them, is too manifeft from the woful Con-
dition that we are in. ‘The Ruin is general, and
every Man has the miferable Corfolation to fee
his Neighbour undone : For as to that Clafs of
Ravens, whofe Wealth has coft the Nation its
All, as they are manifeft Enemies to God and
Man, no Man can call ‘them his Neighbours :
They are Rogues of Prey, they are Stock- Jobbers,
they are a Confpiracy of Stock- Jobbers ! A Name
which catries along with it fuch a deteftable and
deadly Image, that it exceeds all human Inven-
tion to aggravate it ; nor can Nature, with all her -
Variety and Stores, furnith out any Thing to il-
luftrate its Deformities ; nay, it gains vifible Ad-
vantage by the worft Comparifons that you can
make : Your Terror leflens, when you liken them

- B6 t0
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to Crocodiles and Canibals, who feed, for Hun-
ger, on human Bodies.

Thefe Montfters, therefore, ftand fingle in the
Creation: They are Stock-Jobbers; they have
ferved a whole People as Satan ferved Fob; and
fo far the Devil is injured, by any Analogy that
you can make between him and them.

Well ; but Monfters as they are, what would
you do with them ? The Anfwer is fhort and at
hand, Hang them ; for, whatever they deferve, I
would have no new Tortures invented, nor any
new Death devifed. In this, I think, I thew
Moderation ; let them only be hanged, but hanged
fpeedily, . As to their Wealth, as itis the manifeft
Plunder of the People, let it reftored to the
People, and let the Publick be their Hetrs ; the
only Method by which the Publick is ever like to
get Millions by them, or indeed any Thinﬁ.

But, fay fome, when did you ever fee Rogues
covered with Wealth, brought to the Axe or the
Gallows ? I own that the Example is rare, more
is the Shame of this Nation, which has had fuch
rich Temptations, and fuch frequent Opportuni-
ties ; we have had publick Guilt in abundance,
God knows, often prote&ted by Party, and often
by Money. Fation on oneSide, and Riches on
the other, have, as it were, made a Lane for the
Great Criminals to efeape. But all thefe Efcapes,
which are, indeed, our Reproach, cannot give any
Ground to fear a prefent one. -

This Nation has formerly been bought and .
. fold ; but Arts were ufed to blind the People’s
Eyes, the Effe&s of the Treachery were not im-
mediately felt ; and we know that the Refentment
of the Vulgar never follows from their Underftand-

ing,
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‘ing, or their Reflection, but from their Feeling :

A Pick-pocket may tickle a plain Fellow’s Ear,
till he has got his Purfe ; but if he feel it going,
he will knock the Thief down.

We have felt our Pockets picked, and we know
who have done it: Vengeance abides them.

I am told, that fome of them have the Face to
pretend, that they ought not to be put to Death ;
but we hope that the Legiflature will effeCtually
convince them, that this their Partiality to them-
felves is groundlefs : All their Hopes of Safety muft
confift intheir Money ; and without Queftion, they

" will try to make the Wages of their Villainy pro-

te& their Villainy. But I cannot fee how any
Sums can fave them ; for as they have robbed and
cheated all Men, except their Accomplices, fo all
Men are concerned to fee Juftice done to them-
felves; and if the ordinary Channels of Juftice '
could be ftopped by Bags of Money, or by Part-
nerfhip in original Guilt, the enraged, the abufed
People, might be prompted by their uppermoft
Paffion, and having their Refentment heightened
by Difappointment, might, itis to be feared, have
Recourfe to extraordinary Ways ; Ways that are
often fuccefsful, tho’ never juftifiable.

Here are no Parties in this Cafe to difguife
T'ruth, and obftru& Juftice ; the Calamity is ge-
neral, fois the Refentment : All are Sufferers, All
will be Profecutors. The Cry for Juftice is loud
and united ; if it be baulked, I can prophefy no
Good from fo cruel an Omiffion.’

If this mighty, this deftrutive Guilt, were to
find Impunity, nothing remains, but that every
Villain of a daring and avaricious Spirit may grow
a great Rogue, in order to.be a great Man. When

: a People

.
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a People can no longer expe& Redrefs of publick
and heavy Evils, nor Satisfattion for publick and
bitter Injuries, hideous is the Profpe&t which they
have before them. If they will tamely fuffer a
Fall from Plenty to Beggary, they may foon ex-
pect another, and a worfe, from That to Slavery : -
But I hope better Things of England.

I have before my Eyes a wife and beneficent
Prince, a generous and publick-{pirited Parliament,
an able and difinterefted Miniftry ; all contending
with each other for the Wealth, the Glory, the
Liberty of their Country : And I have before my
Eyes a brave and honeft People, Lovers of Trade
and Induftry, free of their Money, and well-de-
ferving of the Legiflature, paffionate for Liberty,
and Haters of Chains; but deluded, drained of
their Money, and abufed beyond Patience, beyond
Expreflion, by mean Sharpers, that fwagger in the
Plunder of their Country. B

Where therefore there is fo much Capacity, and
there are fo many good Difpofitions ta help us on
one Side; fuch loud and melancholy Calls, for
that Help on another Side ; fuch epen, fuch exe-
crable, fuch publick Crimes, from a Third Quar-
ter ; we may hope.every Thing from the fpeedy
Meeting of the King and Parliament. 'They are
our Proteftors, and we truf? that they do not bear -
the Sword in vain. ' :

I doubt not but many Schemes will be laid be-
fore them, fome of them defigned for a Source of
new Rogueries, and to prevent Enquiries into the
eld ones. It fhall be the Bufinefs thercfore of this
Paper, to watch and examine fuch Schemes; and
to condemn them, or recommend them, juft as
they deferve.

I have,
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I have, you fee, taken the Guilt of our Tray-
tors for granted, as I think all Men do : But be-
caufe they fhall have all fair Play, I undertake
hereafter, if it be found neceflary, to prove it by

I am, &é..

SATURDA Y, November 26, 1720. No. 4.
Againft- falfe Mathods of refloring Publick Credst.

§ IR,

ALL Men are now taught, by miferable Ex-

perience, that the Proje& of the South-Sea,
through the hard-hearted Knavery of fome, who
have been in the Direction of it, and through the
Folly or rather Diftra&tion of the People, has not
anfwered the good and wife Ends defigned by the
Parliament ; but inftead of that, has ruined Thou-
fands of innocent and well-meaning People, to

.gut Harpies and publick Robbers with Millions :

nhappy Fate of poor England, worthy of a bet-
ter | For This, Trade has been negleGted: For
This, Induftry difcouraged : For This, Credit un-
done; and all, that Stock-Jobbers might make
Fortunes, and fmall Sharpers grow mighty Men.
Every: one, therefore, feems to agree, that
fomething is neceffary to be done, in alegal Way,
to reftore, once more, our publick Credit. But
it is hoped, we are far from confenting, that any.
Thing ought to be done to repair the Loffes oc-
cafioned by Folly and Covetoufnefs, out of the
Eftates of thofe, who always forefaw, who al-
~ , ways

-



16 CATO’s LETTERS.
ways oppofed this mighty Mifchief ; much lefs
at the further Expence of the Honour and Trade
of the Nation.

To fet this Matter in a due Light, it is necef-
fary to enquire what is meant by the publick Cre-
dit of the Nation.

" Firft, Credit may be faid to run high, when
the Commodities of a Nation find a” ready Vent,

and are fold at a good Price ; and when Dealers

may be fafely trufted with them, upon reafonable

Aflurance of being paid. | ‘ '

* Secondly, When Lands and Houfes find ready

Purchafers ; and when Money is to be borrowed

at low Intereft, in order to carry on Trade and

Manufaéture, at fuch Rates, as may enable us to

underfell our Neighbours.

Thirdly, When People think it fafe and advan-
tageous to venture large Stocks in Trade and Deal-
ing, and do not lock up their Money in Chefts,
or hide it under-ground. And,

Fourthly, When Notes, Mortgages, and publick
and private Security will pafs for Money, or eafily
procure Money, by felling for as much Silver or
Gold as they are Security for; which can never
happen, but upon a Prefumption that the fame
Money may be had for them again.

In all thefe Cafes, ’tis abundantly the Intereft
of a Nation, to promote Credit and mutual Con-
fidence ; and the only poffible Way effetually to
do this, is to maintain publick Honour and Ho-~
nefty ; to provide ready Remedies for private In-
juftice and Oppreflion ; to prote& the Innocent
and Helplefs from being deftroyed by Fraud and
Rapine,

: ’ But
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But national Credit can never be fupported by
lending Money without Security, or drawing in
other People to do fo ; by raifing Stocks and Com-
modities by Artifice and Fraud, to unnatural and
imaginary Values ; and confequently, delivering up
helplefs Women and Orphans, with the ignorant °
and unwary, but induftrious Subje&t, to be devour-
ed by Pick-pockets and Stock- Jobbers ; a Sort of
Vermin that are bred and nourifhed in the Corrup-
tion of the State.

This is a Method, which, inftead of preferving
Publick Credit, deftroys all Property ; turns the
Stock and Wealth of a Nation out of its proper
Channels ; and, inftead of nourithing the Body-
Politick, produces only Ulcers, Eruptions, and
- often Epidemical Plague-Sores: It ftarves the Poor,

deftroys Manufa&ures, ruins our Navigation, and
raifes Infurre&ions, &c. -
" The firft Lofs is always the leaft ; one half of
- the Nation is ruined already ; Ihope we may learn
‘Wit from our Misfortunes, and fave the other
half: In order to this, we may expeét, that no
new Proje&ts will be countenanced or received,
which have any Tendency to prejudice Trade, or
which caufe Monopolies, or fet up exclufive Com-
panies ; and that no Privileges or Advantages be
granted, for which ready Money might be got.
Some People have the Affurance to publifh it,
for Example, that a certain Set of Stock-Job-
bers, whofe Faith and Modefty are now well
known and felt, expe&, among other Gifts from
the Publick, that the Ifland of St. Chriffsphers
- fhould be given them, as a further Expedient to
get more Wealth to themfelves, and leave the Na~
tionnone. Now, 8t. Chrifiophers is worth Three
Hundred
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Hundred Thoufand Pounds Sterling, and will yield
fo much : So that to prefent them with this Ifland,
would be juft making them a Prefent of Three
. Hundred Thoufand Pounds ; a Sum almoft fuffi-
cient to make the Fortune of an Under South-Sca

Clerk ; but fuch a Sum as this poor Nation cannot

at prefent fpare.

I hope, thersfore, that it will no longer be im-
pudently alledged, that by parting with fuch Gifts,
we lofe nothing ; fince that alene is worth no-

" thing, for which nothing can be got. But the

Cafe is otherwife here; and from the Nature of

our publick Gaming, and the Spirit of the wor-

thy Sharpers who direct it, I dare pronounce be-
fore-hand, that every Scheme which they them-
felves propofe, to make their Bubble and their

Roguery thrive again, will ftill be built upon the
~ farther Expence, upon the farther Lofs and Mi-
fery of thefe unhappy Nations.

r{f our Money be gone, thank God, our Eyes
are left : Sharpened by Experience and Adverfities
we can fee through Difguifes, and will be no more
amufed with Moon-fhine. :

The Nation and Parliament have been abufed,
and they will undoubtedly be revenged ; they will
not be put off with dark Juggling, with knavifh
Projeéis, to ftifie Refentments, and divert due
Vengeance : There is no attending to any new
Schemes, till the Publick Robbers are punithed,
with whom there can never be any Accommoda-
tion,

To begin then, in the firlt place, with the
Criminals, will fhew that we are in earneft Cham-
pions for Honefty, for Trade, for the Nation, all
opprefled by Money-Leaches. All other Rer:ll_c-

: : ies
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dies will be Mountebank Remedies : It would be
Madnefs to concert new Schemes, liable to new
Abufes, without firft doing Juftice to the Abufers
of the old ; lmpunity for paft Crimes is a War-
rant to commit more, efpecially when they are
gainful

Such mighty Mischiefs as thefe Men have done,
will be but meanly atoned for by fuch infamous
Lives, unlefs their Eftates be alfo confifcated ; and:
even thefe, great as they are, will repair but part
of our Misfortunes. But what we can have of
them, let us have ; their Necks and their Mo-
ney

To begm with any other Projedt, they will take
for a Confeflion, that there is a Defign to fave
them ; and to what that muft be owing, we all
know : What farther Evils it may produce, may
even furpafs our Fears, though already terribly
great ; but a Method of Juftice prefently entered
upon, and impartially carried through, will give us
Patience under our Burdens, bani all our Fears,
gve Credit to the Publick Proceedings, and re<

ore Hope to the almoft defpairing People.

G Iam, &c.

 SATUR-
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SATURrRDAY; Deember 3, 1720. No. .

A further Call for Vengeance upon the South-Sea
lunderers, with a Caution againft falfe Patriots.

§ IR,

T HIS great Nation, undone by defpicable

Stockjobbers and their Abettors, has hither-
to quietly groaned under the mercilefs Hands of
its Pillagers, and lived for fome Months upon the
pure Hopes of Redrefs. We looked towards the
Parliament : His Majefty and his Miniftry being
abfent, and bufied with the Affairs of this King-
dom Abroad, in the glorious Aims of fettling the
Peace of Eurepe, in ftrengghening the Proteftant
Intereft.

The firft Part of our Hopes is now almoft ac-
complithed, the Parliament are juft upon meeting ;
and never, fure, did ever Seflion open with greater
Expe&ation, or with more to do: Every thing is
turned topfy-turvy ; and the Nation, thrown into
- Convulfions, is waiting for the healing Hand of
its Reprefentatives. ,.

Many Expedients will, no doubt, be offered
without Doors ; calculated, in Appearance, to im-
prove the Stock, but, in Reality, defigned to fave
the Directors. This is to begin at the wrong
End. To pretend to form Schemes for the en-
creafing of Credit, before the Deftroyers, the Ca-
nibals of Credit, are honeftly and openly. hung up
to its Manes, is, in fome fort, to confefs, that we
had our Inftru&ions and Politicks from the Crirnil-

: nals
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nals themfelves, and our beft and only Reafons out
of their-Purfes.

Or if we be not thus wicked, we fhould, at beft, .
be miferably weak to fall into fuch a prepofterous

. Method ; and whether great and %gneral Calami-

ties have their Root in Roguery or Folly, is all one
to a Nation. '

In fpite of all the Remedies that can be applied,
Multitudes will ftill remain undone beyond all Re-
medy : Nay, for aught I can fee, there is no prac-
tical Remedy at all for what is paft ; fo effeCtual has
been the Roguery on one Side, fo rivetted is the
Ruin on the other. 2

All, therefore, that feems to me to be left, even

* to the united Wifdom of Great Britain, is the Cure

of Prevention, to ftop the Progrefs of the Conta-
gion, to take Care that thofe who have already
Juffered, fhall fuffer no more, nor make new Suf-
ferers: It is certain, that all Men have fuffered in
one Senfe or other, the Criminals excepted. It is
hoped that the miferable Peoplie will now be ho-
noured with their good Company ; and that the
Box on the Ear, which wantonly began from them,
will in good earncft be returned to them, and end
with them. It is fome. Confolation to the Inha-
bitants of a Village, who have been bit all round
by a mad Dog, to fee the Inftrument of the Poi-
fon, and the Author of their Pain and Danger,
honeftly hung up, or knocked on the Head.

The prevailing Woe which has long raged, and
ftill fits hard and heavy upon us, has certainly
fome Authors ; the Direors are generally taken
to be thefe Authors ; and if they be duly and pub-
lickly punifhed, they will continue to be taken for
the only Authors. But if there be nothing done

. teo
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to them, or nothing effeGually done, we fhall na-
turally look farther, and make bold to know, that
though they have been Rogues, yet that others
had been greater than they ; that others have di-
refted the Dire&ors, and were Partners in the
Spoil. :

l?But if they ftand fingle, and are found the only
and original Plunderers of their County, they will
infallibly be given up to publick and crying Ven-
geance ; not only by the Rules of Guilt, but of
good Policy. A more popular Thing cannot be
" done, nor indeed fo popular a Thing. The Blef-,
fings of the People, and the univerfal Affeétions of

" Great Britain, will be fome of the Rewards attend-

ing upon thofe who will be the generous Authors
of publick Juftice upon the deteftable Authors of
publick and intenfe Mifery. '

I will never fuppofe that any Men, or even one
Man in any publick Station, did by any Means
Jjoin with Stock- Jobbers to undo their Country ;
much lefs enabled Stock-Jobbers, to undo their
Country, and fupported them while they were a-
bout it. It wonld be melancholy and terrible, in-

deed, to imagine that any publick Men, at leaft, .

any Man concerned in the Finances, or fet over
any Part of the publick Money, by which publick
Credit is circulated and fuftained, fhould, in Defi-
ance of his publick Truft, put himfelf at the Head
of a Confpiracy of Stock-Jcbbers, who were, with
.mercilefs and unclean Hands, rifling the Publick
itfelf, engroffing all its Wealth, and deftroying at
ence all publick and private Faith. :

Suchunprecedented Treachery, fuch over-grown
Guilt, can never be fuppofed. =~ Our Corruptions

.cannot be yet become fo bold and bare-faced, nor :

we

SR




= s

CATOs LETTERS. 23

we fo tame. ‘The Thing therefore being fo very -
monftrous, muft be impoffible, whatfoever Sug-
geftions there may be to ‘the contrary ; which,
were they .true, could not fail of calling down
double and confpicuous Punithment upon fuch a
Verres. '

As to thofe who lately encouraged the Scheme, .
out of an honeft Purpofe to relieve the Publick,
and pay off its Debts, they ought, and no doubt
will be the firft and the moft a&tive to revenge the
Publick upon thofe, who, inftead of relieving it,

have brought the Publick into fuch doleful and dy-

ing Diftrefs. .

By this, they will farther evince the Honefty of-
that Purpofe, merit ftill more to condu& our
Affairs ; and their Services will undoubtedly be re-
membered by the honeft Freeholders of England,
at a proper Seafon, to'their Advantage : Our Eyes
are upon them, our Confidence is in them, and
we wifh them good Succefs in this great Trial of
Integrity and publick Spirit.

I forefee that there will be many loud in their
Call for publick Juftice, and yet be the firft to pre- -
vent it. Their Avarice will arm their Tongues
with Zeal, and a proper Prefent difarm it of its °
Eloquence. However, the Outfide of publick Spi-
rit will ftill be kept on ; they will be fure to'cry °
out to the laft for Punifhment, for fevere Punifh-
ment ; but they will be as fure to find Fault with
every Expedient propofed for infli¢ting it. I could
name fome worthy Patriots, of many Words, and
great Weight, who will a&t this Farce rarely. ¢
will not be the firft Time. ‘What is human
Life, but a Mafquerade : And what is civil Socie-

Sl 7,
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ty, but 2 Mock-Alliance between Hyprocrify and
Credulity ? o

Magna & mifera Crvitas, eodem Anno tantas In-
Jurias tantumgq; Pudorem paffa, inter Vineos, Fabios,
Icelos, Afiaticos, varia & pudenda Sorte agebat
done%uccq[ere Mutianus, & Marcellus, &' magis
alii Homines quam alii Mores.

Thefe are the Words of a great Ancient, fignal
for his Wifdom and ftrong Obfervations. Had he
lived now, and written in Engli/b, he would have
written thus :

¢ Oh London ! Oh England ! Oh my Coun-
¢ try | How great | And yet how miferable !
€¢ ‘What Reproach, what Calamities, what Ruin,
¢ haft thou fuftained ? Suftained in the Space of
¢¢. Onefhort Year; and lefs than a Year ! Suftain+
*¢ ed from the Dregs of Human Kind ! From Fel-
¢¢ lows, vile in their Original ; and as to their Spi-
¢¢ rit, Slaves | What opprobrious Delufions, what
. ¢¢ deadly Revolutions, haft thou fuffered to be
¢¢ brought upon thee, by the ignoble Names and
<¢ fervile Hands of B—¢, L—b—t, H—b, and
¢¢ the like Scum of the Vulgar ! And after all this,
¢ art thou not weary, O my Country! of thy
¢¢ own Shame? Not yet fatiated with Devaftation
¢ and Havock ? And wilt thou yet again try the
¢ old Knavery, managed by new Knaves ?

G I am, &c.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, December 10, 1720. No. 6.

How eafily the People are bubbled by Deceivers.——
Further Caution againft deceitful Remedies for
the Publick Sufferings from the Wicked Execu-
tion of the South-Sea Scheme.

SIR, N

NO Experience or Sufferings can cure the
World of its Credulity. It has been a Bub-
ble from the Beginning ; nor is it a bit wifer for
this Difcovery, but ftill runs into old Snares, if
they have but new Names, often whether they
have orno. . .
 Self-Love beguiles Men intd falfe Hopes, and
they will venture to incur a hundred probable
Evils, to catch one poflible Good-; nay, they run
frequently into diftrading Pains and Expences, to
gain Advantages which are purely imaginary, and
utterly impoffible. -
. Were the Paffions properly balanced, Men
would a& rationally ; but by fuffering one Paffion
to ‘get the better of all the reft, they act madly or
ridiculoufly. -

Our prevailing Paffions in England, of late,”
have been Hope, Avarice, and Ambition ; which
have had fuch a headlong Force upon the People,,
that they are become wretched and poor, by a ra-
venous Appetite to_grow great and rich. Our:
Fear and Caution were poftponed ; and by a fan-
guine Struggle for what we had not, we loft what
we had. Could fuch Courage be infpired by

Voi. L C " Stoek-
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Stock-Jobbing? A cowardly Science of mean

T'ricks and Lies !
Every Adventurer in this mighty Lottery fore-

faw that many muft be Lofers, and that what was

got by one mutt be loft by another ; but every Man
hoped that Fate would be kinder to him in parti—
cular, than to a thoufand others ; and fo this mad
Hope became general, as are the Calamities which
is has produced.

This thews the little Power that Reafon and
Truth have over the Paffions of Men, when they
run’ high. In the late Revolution in the Alley,
Figures and Demonftration would have told them,
and the Dire@ors could have told them, that it
was Phrenzy ; that they were purluing gilded
Clouds, the Compofition of Vapour and a little:

Sunthine ; both fleeting Apparitions ! Common-

Senfe could have told them, that Credit is the
moft uncertain and moft fluuating Thing in the
World, efpecially when it is applied to Stock-
Jobbing ; that it had long before been exalted
higher than it could well ftand, even before it was
come to T'wenty above Par ; and therefcre al-
ways tottered, and was always tumbling down at
every little Accident and Rumour. A Story of a
Spanifp Frigate, or of a few Thieves in the dark
Dens in the Highlands, or the Sicknefs of a foreign
Prince, or the Saying of a Broker in a Coffee-
Houfe ; all, or any of thefe contemptible Caufes
were able to reduce that fame Credit into a very
fl.nder Figure, and fometimes within her old
Bounds : But particularly, they might have feen,
that it was now mounted to fuch an outrageous
Height, as all the Silver and Gold in Europe could
not {upport ; and therefore, when People came in
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any confiderable Number to fell, (and to fell was

the whole End of their buying) it would have a

dreadful Fall, even to the cruthing of the Nation.

This has fince dolefully happened : Our Hopes,
which were our Ruin, are gone; and now we

behold nothing but the Face of the Mourner.

But in fpite of this Mifchief, produced by
Credulity, by manifeft and ill-grounded Creduli-
ty, it is much to be feared that fome little Art
and big Promifes would make us repeat it, and
grow mad again. This feems evident, not only

" from the Folly and Feeblenefs of human Nature,

ever the Prey of Craft, and ever caught with
Shadows ; but from our endlefs gaping after new’
Proje&ts, and our Eagernefs to run into them.
‘We have been bruifed in a Mortar, but we are
not wifer ; while one Ruin is yet upon us, we are
panting after another, perhaps worked up by the
fame Hands, or by other Hands with the fame:
Views.
O the Weaknefs and Folly of Man ! It is like’
a Whirlpool, which deftroys and drowns not by
Halves, but when a Part is drawn in, the Whole
follows.
Surely the Pleafure is as great,
Of being cheated, as to cheat ! .
Elfe Men would not be fuch Dupes, as every
where they are. W hoever would catch Mankind,
has nothing to do, but to throw out a Bait to -
their Paffions, and infallibly they are his Property.
"This Secret is well known to corrupt Courts, who
flatter or frighten their obeying believing Vaffals in-"
to all the Excefles of Mifery and Obcifance. By
This, Standing Armies have been maintained ; by
This, wild Wars have been waged ; by This, an idle,
- Ca2 expenfive,
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expenfive, abfurd, and cruel Popith Hierarchy has
been fupported. -
Once more, O wretched Man! Thou willing

Inftrument of thy own Bondage and Delufion ;

even Mountebanks know this Secret of cajoling
thee, and picking thy Pocket ; nay, worfe than
Mountebanks, Stock-Jobbers know it.

When a People are undone, it is fome Confo-
lation to refle&t, that they had no Hand in their
own Ruin, or did all that they could to prevent
it, by the beft Counfels that they could take, or
by the braveft Defence that they could make. But
alas, poor England! thou haft not that Confola-
tion : Thou hatt not fallen by able Traytors ; thou
art not the Vi&lim of deep Defign, or artful Trea-
fon; nor art thou the Price of Vifory in the
Ficld ; neither art thou out-witted by the fubtile
Dealers in Myftery and Diftin&ion, nor in this
Inftance deceived by their falfe Alarms.

No, we have no fuch palliating Refle&tion to
reconcile us to our Mifery, or to abate its Pangs :
To our deathlefs Shame, we are the Conqueft, the
Purchafe of Stock-Jobbers. The Britifb Lions
crouch to a Neft of Owls ! Can we furvive the
Remembrance without Revenge ?

But all this is complaining, will fome fay ; and
we want Remedies, rather than Complaints : To
bewail our Calamities, is indeed natural ; but to
extricate ourfelves out of them, is neceflary. Here
are Two Hundred Millions of Imaginary Property
loft, and at leaft T'wenty Millions of Real Property
plundered from the Honeft and Induftrious, and
given to Sharpers and Pick-pockets: Shall thefe
Rocks be fuffered to enjoy it ? And fhall the Bub-
bles be redrefled out of other Mens Eftates, no

ways




CAT0’s LETTERS. 29
ways chargeable with the Mifchief? Or muft we
proftitute the publick Honour of the Nation to
draw in other People (no way conceraed) to take
the bold Bargains of rath Men and Dupes off their
Hands? But if none of thefe Methods be taken,
our Cullies muft fit down with their Lofs, or the
Traytors be forced to difgorge.

If we make new Schemes, or diverfify the old,
till Doom’s-Day, there will be no paying Twenty
Millions without Twenty Millions, or without

“what is equivalent to Twenty Millions ; which

will be the fame Thing to the Nation as the part-
ing with Twenty MilNons. -

The Payment therefore will either be a real
Payment or a fham Payment ; and in this Cafe,
if caveat emptor (let the Buyer look to it) be a good
general Rule in the Bufinefs of Bargains and Sale,
it will be a good Rule here too.

If we have any State Chymifts, who have Art
enough to make Millions evaporate into Smoak 3
yet I muft beg Leave to doubt their Skill at confo-
lidating Smoak into Gold. ,

I hope that I fhall not be underftood, by what

‘I have faid, to oppofe an Attempt to redeem us

out of our prefent wretched Condition. On the
contrary, I fhall be the firft to vote that Man a

-Statute of Gold, who can ftrike out an honeft and

fkilful Expedient for our Recovery, which I own
is far paft my own Skill: Iam no Candidate for
the Golden Statue.

By all this, I would only caution my Country-

men not to be caught again ; let them beware of

new Snares. As to the Lofers, they have nota

great deal to expect: And I can fay no more to
' - C3 them
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them here, than that in the Countrics where the
Plague rages, the Prefervation of the Whole is the
princip.l Care ; the Infelted are, for the moft Part,
left to take Carc of themfelves ; and I never-heard
it fuggelted, that Nine Millions of People ought
‘to b: expofed to the martal Contagion of that
Diitemper, to preferve a few Individuals.

Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, December 17, 1720. No. 7.

Further Cautions about new Schemes for Publick
Redrefs. :
SITR,

Eware of the Step, will be allowed by all

Men, who have any Skill in human Affairs,
to be a commendable Caution in all Proceedings
of Mcment. In how many Inftances do we fce,
that Things which begin plaufibly, end tragically ?
People have been often enflaved by Princes created
by themfelves for their Protettion, often butcher-
ed by Armies raifed by themfelves for their De-
fence.  The late Fremch King, whenever he was
.goin%Vto fhed the Blood of his People in any wan-~
ton War, though undertaken to gratify his Luft
-of Power, or to exalt his own Houfe, never failed
to let them know, in an Edi& made on purpofe,
that it was all for their Good and Profperity ; that
is, they were to fuffer Slaughter Abroad, Oppref~
fion and Famine at Home, purely for their own
Advantage and Felicity. :
o General
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General Propofitions are, for the moft Part, dan-

.gerous, and intended to fupport Confequences,
.which, at firt View, they do not feem to mein

and imply. They are; therefore, generally plau-
fible in Appearance, to catch Confent ; frum

- which Confent, when it is ence got, Advantages
-are taken, which were not forefeen ; and ircth

Articles are added, which were not known to

. have been defigned.

In the late long War with France, What was

_more defirable, what more plaufible, than Peace?

A Blefling fo univerfally underftood to be one, that
the loweft Vulgar wanted no Words nor Perfua-
fions to know its Excellency | And when we were
infulted with this Queftion, #hat, will you nit
treat 2 To have faid, Mo, would have been an
Anfwer fo invidious, that fcarce any Man, durft
make it; yet all wife Men then knew, that to

_confent to a Treaty at that Time with France,

confidering the Perfons and their Interefts who

~were to manage it, was to confent to a Confpi-

racy againft England in particular, and to plot

“againft all Europe in general: We were ftunned

with the Word Peace ; nor could we fland it,
though we knew it was hatching Treafon. In
thort, to Treat, as foft a Phrafe as it was, figni-

fied neither more nor lefs, than to give to ol

Lew:s his wicked Will of all Europe, and to the
Tories their Pretender.

Take another Inftance. In the prefent Spani/b
War, which, we are aflured, wants nothing but
a Form to conclude it, we cannot forget the loud

" Atteftations that were every where given us, That

20 declare War was fufficient alone to end the War,
and to frighten the Spaniards inte @ Peace : And
Cga who,
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whe, among us, would not willingly be at the
Expence of a Piece of Paper, and of the Heralds
Lungs, tofcare a turbulent and enterprizing Court,

as was that of Philip, into Moderation and Quiet-

nefs ? But the Obftinacy of Spain, the Length of
that War, our great Charge in Men and, Money
to fupport it, and the Condition of our Fleet, worn
in the Service of our Allies, or eaten by Worms
in the AZediterranean, are all fufficient Leflons to
us, ‘how little we ought to have trufted to fuch
Adlurances, or to the Word of thofe that gave
them.

Tuke a Third Inftance. Upon the Eftablith-
ing of the prefent Eaft- India Company, it was fea-
fonably urged, That fuch a Company would be
no other than a Confederacy of cunning Fellows,
againft fair and general Trading, by monopoli-
zing to a few the fole Traffick and, Riches of a
great Continent. To which it was anfwered,
That there was no fueh Defign ; but that every
Man who weuld fubfcribe his Name-in their Books,
and comply with fome eafy Conditions, would be
frankly admitted to fhare in their Trade. But
this was all Hypocrify or Lying ; for no fooner
had the Projetors by fuch petty Pretences to pub-
lick Honefty, got the better of Oppofition, and
cooked up their Proje&, but it was found that
their Trade was impralicable to all but them-
felves : Every Trader was obliged to come inta
the Joint-Stock ; and all Attempts fince, for the
publick Good, have proved ineffeétual againft fo
formidable a Society.

‘We have a Fourth Inftance from the firft Infti-

tution of the South-Sea. It was at firft pretended,
that every Proprictor was to have Six per Cent. fﬁ;
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his Money, without Trouble or Deduétions ; and ,
need not engage in the Trade, unlefs he chofe it.
This drew in a great Multitude to vouch for the
Scheme, and encourage it ; but in pafling the Bill,
it was found that the crafty Managers had lopt
off One per Cent. to be applied, as they pretended,
to carry on the Trade of the Company, and all
were obliged to join in the Chimerical Affiento ;
by which they have fince pillaged the Proprietors
of a Million and a Half.—See the vaft Advantage
%" lofing by Trade! A Secret well known to the
irettors | .

The Fifth Inftance may be taken from the
fame South-Sea. What a rare Sugar-Plumb to the
Nation was a Scheme fo finely calculated to pay
off the Nation’s Debts | What a tempting Bait
was here | Even thofe who faw whither it mif-
chievoufly tended, and perceived the deceitful
Hook under it, could not ftand the Scorn and Re-
bukes of the Man, who fwallowed it without
feeing it. What fatal Devaftation and Poverty
it has fince produced, by the unparalleled Treache-

of the Dire@ors, and fome that are worfe than
‘they, the miferable People feel much more fenfi-
bly than I can exprefs, pierced as they are with .
the keen Arrows of mercilefs Villainy, and unre-

- lenting Diftrefs. We have undone ourfelves to

. pay our Debts, and our Debts are not paid. What
fhall I fay ? We had once Bread, Money, and

- publick Faith : But now | What remains to-us?
I cannot anfwer. Our Grief, our Folly, our

. Loflts, our Difhonour, our cruel Ufage, are too
big for Words.

I have faid fo much, to prove how wary we
ought to be in going into new Schemes.  We

Cs ought
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ougt at leaft to know the Whole of them, be-
-fore we confent to a Part. It will afo behove
us to have an Eye to the Quarter from whence
they come ; whether they be Direétors, or their
Matfters, and Confederates ; or Men of fair and
upright Chara&ers, whofe Souls are honeft, and
their Hands cle:n.  As to thofe who are known
to have promoted the mighty Cheat, and the Ruin
of their Country ; their Infamy is {o glaring, that,
~fince they will not have Modefty and Remorfe
.enouch to hold their Tongues, and to forbear
meddling with the Concerns of a People beggared
by them, we ought to mind no more what they
fay, than the Judge did the Houfe-breaker, who,
upon his Trial, told his Lordfhip, . that he wou/d
Jwear the Peace againft him, for putting him in
fear of his Life.

The fame may be faid of thofe that are fallen
-in with the Guilty, and unexpe&tedly fpeak the
. fame Note. We guefs at their Motives. The

powerful Getters would fave themfelves, by letting
- others get as much ;.-and perhaps are glad to divide
. their Ggains, to efcape Punithment.
If any ‘Man would be the unfufpected and fair
Author of a new Proje&, he can recommend it
- and himfelf no better, than by fhewing it to be
honeftly confiftent with the Punifbment of our
Millicn Knaves, the Blood-Suckers of England.
A new Scheme, and an Inquifition into the Ma-
nagement of the old one, may both fuccefsfully
.go on at the fame Time ; and they who fay that
they cannot, do but own that they are afraid they
fhould. Are they confcious to themfelves, that
the Dire&ors may hope to efcape Part of .their
Punithment, by fathering upon others a great
. Share
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Share of their Guilt, or rather the Power of be-
-ing guilty ¢

What mean fome Men by faying, We ought'

- to.extinguifh the Fire, before me inquire into the

Incendiaries? Are They fome of thefe ? Or did

they furnifth out Brands to the reft? Or would

they give them Time to run away? The Truth

is, the Houfe is already burned down, many are

* burned to.Death, all are miferably fcorched : “The-

Flame has in 2 manner wafted itfelf ; but thofe
that talk thus, feem eager to revive it, .by new
Devices to ftir the Embers. Al that we can now
do, is to build the Houfe again, if we can; and
-hang thofe that fired it, which we are fure we
ought. Befides, we have long known who did
it ; they have beem taken in the Fa& at Noon-
day, and every Day. This Thing was not done
in a Corner, nor at once, nor by ene; the Vil-
lainy was deliberate, gradual, and open.: .
* Thefe Gentlemen do however confefs, that the:
-Houfe has been fet on fire ; which Confeflion they
would doubtlefs be glad to avoid, if they could:
But the Mifery is forely felt, and all Europe are
Witnefles of it. Can they therefore, after an Ac-
knowledgment that the Nation has been burned,
have the Face to_be contriving Ways to delay the
Punithment of the Burners? Has Self-Love no
Share in this? And by the Delay of the Punifh-
ment of others, do they not as;good as avow, that
they tremble for themfelves ? For my part, I can
fee no Difference in this Cafe, hetween delaying it,,
» and fruftrating it. -

Fhe Expedients for retrieving us, if we can be
retrieved, are certainly compatible with Expedients,
for revenging us ; and the latter will facilitate f:)he-

L=
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former. It will give Life to the poor Bank-
rupt Heart-broken People, if they fee that their
Deftroyers meet due Vengeance, and that they
are like to be no more the Prey of daring Par-’
ricides. :

Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, December 24, 1720. No. 8.

TheArts of able guilty Minifters to fave them[elves.—
The wtife and popular Conduct of Queen Elizabeth
towards publick Harpies ; with the Application.

§ IR,
HERE is not in Politicks a more eftablifhed
Rule, than, That when a corrupt and wicked .
- Minifiry intend to pillage a Nation, they make ufe of
vile and contemptible Infiruments, o gather in thesr
Plunder, and allow the Mifcreants Part of it ; and
when the Cry for Fuflice becomes firong and univerfal,
they ahways bang up their faithful Rogues. By this
Means they ftop the People’s Mouths, and yet
keep the Money. . , .

But they a& by no Rule of good Policy, but
are, in Truth, chargeable with Folly, or rather
with Phrenzy, whp dreim that they can preveat
this Cry, by the Means that firft raifed it, and by
Means that will ever produce it. As well might
they attempt to prevent the fpreading of a Deluge,
by damming it up* which would prove the dire&t
Method to make a whole Country its Conqueft ;
for it will then know no Bounds, but bear down
- : Men,
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Men, Beafts, and Cities before it ; whereas its
Force and Mifchief are eafily prevented, if proper
Channels be opened for it, and its Torrent be fkil-
fully direéted.’

The fimple Multitude, when moft provoked,
are eafily appeafed, if they have but Fuel for their
Rage : They will fcarce feel their Miferies, if they
do but fancy that Juftice is done upon the Authors.
of their Miferies.  And whatever they fuffer ; the
Hanging of a few forry Knaves, who are but the
‘Working-Tools of a few Greater, will hufh all
the Tumult of their Spirits, and reconcile them to
Patience and Wretchednefs.

The Expedient, therefore, to pleafe them, is
conftantly pra&ifed by all wile Traytors, by all
able Oppreffors. But when, through the Igne-
rance of their Pillagers, the Courfe of Juftice is
entirely ftopt ; when the abufed and enraged Peo-

ple can have no Remedy, either real or imaginary,

nor one Vi&im to. their Fury, they will naturally
and neceflarily look higher; and then who can
forefee where their Vengeance will end 3

If a Pirate, who robs upon the Sea, be hanged
for his Robbery, every Body is fatisfied with the
Death of the Offender: But if the A&ion be
avowed, and he produce a Commiflion, the State

- that gave it becomes anfwerable. o

All thefe Secrets in Government were excel-

_lently underftood by Queen Elizabeth’s Miniftry.

Qutof her Hiftory I have therefore copied the fol-

lowing Paffage, and the following Speech.

¢ The Queen, upon her Return from a Pro-

" ¢ grefs, held a Parliament at #Z¢ffminfler ; where-
-*¢ in, among other Things, feveral good Laws

[13 wvefe
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¢ were made for the Relief of the Poor, and of
¢¢ maimed and difabled Soldiers and Seamen ; a-
¢ gainft fraudulent Guardians and Truftees ; the
¢¢ Cheats and Impofitions of Clothiers ; and the
“¢ Robberies and Outrages committed upon the
¢¢ Borders of the Kingdom towards Scotland. But
¢¢ whereas great Complaints were made in the
¢ Lower Houfe, relating to the Engrofling Prac-
¢¢ tice :”” (for it feems there were fome, who, un-
der the Colour of Publick Good, but, in Reality,
‘to the great Damage of the Kingdom, had got
the Queen’s Letters Patents, for the fole Privilege
and Liberty of vending fome particular Sorts of
Wares:) ¢ The Queen therefore, to foreftal
¢¢ them, -publithed a Proclamation, declaring thofe
¢¢ Grants to be null and void ; and alfo left them
¢ to be tried at Common Law. A Method
¢ which was fo acceptable to the Lower Houfe,
¢¢ that Eighty of that Body were appointed to wait-
¢ upon -her i/lajeﬁy with their humble Thanks,
-¢¢ which the Speaker was to prefent in the Name
¢ of them all. She reccived them very graci-
‘¢ oufly, and gave her Anfwer in the following
¢¢ Speech : ’

4¢_ Gentlemen,
¢ I Owe you my beft Thanks and Acknewledg-
‘ments for your Refpe@ towards me; not
_¢¢ only for your good Inclination, but thofe clear
-4¢ and publick Expreflions thereof, which have
¢¢ difcovered themfelves in retrieving me from a
¢¢ Miftake, into which I have been betrayed ;
“4¢ not fo much by the Faults of my Will, as the
~¢¢ Error of my Judgment. Thishad unavoidably
- ¢¢ drawn a Blemifh upon me, -(who-account the
) ¢ Safety
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Safety of my People my chief Happinefs) kad:’
you not made me acquainted with the Pradlice
of thefe lewd Harpies and Horfe-Leeches. 1
would fooner lofe my Heart or Hand, than
ever confent to allow fuch Privilege to En-
groflers, as may turn to the Detriment of my
People. I am not fo blinded with the Luftre
of a Crown, as to let the Scale of Juftice be
weighed down by that of an Arbitrary Power.
The gay Title-of a Prince may deceive fuch
as know nothing of the Secret of Governing ;

-as a gilded Pill may impofe upon the Patient =

But I am not one of thofe unwary Princes ;
for I am very fenfible, that I ought to govern
for the Publick Good, and not to regard my
own Particular ; and that I ftand accountable
to another, a greater Tribunal. I account
myfelf very happy, that, by God’s Affiftance,
I have enjoyed fo prafperous a Government in _
all Refpedts ; and that he hath blefled me with
fuch Subjets, for whom I could be contented
to lay down my Crown and Life. Imuft en-
treat you, that let Others be guilty of what
Faults and Mifdemeanors foever, they may
not, through any Mifreprefentation, be laid at -
my Door. I hope the Evidence of a goed
Confcience will, in all Refpets, bear me out.
You cannot be ignorant, that the Servants of
Princes have, too often, an Eye.to their own
Advantage ; that their Faults are often con-
cealed from their Notice ; and that they can-
not, if they would, infpe& all Things, when
the Weight and Bulinefs of a whole Kingdom
lies on their Shoulders.” '

Here
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Here is a Speech, worthy of the Occafion, wor-
thy of a wife Prince, worthy of a free People ;.a
Speech that has Truth, and Senfe, and Spirit in
it. 'We may be fure from. the Franknefs and
Vigour of it, that the Minifters who advifed it
were no Sharers in the Guilt and Oppreflion of
which it complains: If they had, they would
have chofen Words more faint and equivocal ;
they would have fhuffled in their Affertions ; they
would have talked more cowardly ; they would
have kept off from Particulars,: They could not
_have hid their Guilt and Fears. But here their
Boldnefs is the Effe& of their Innocence, and
prompted by it. :

Her Majefty frankly owns, that fhe was drawn
into an Error ; but that it was only an Error of
her Judgment, fhe makes manifeft by her Alacri-

.ty and Forwardnefs to punifh thofe Harpies and
Horfe-Leeches, who, in her Name, had abufed
the Publick : She owns it juft, that thofe Engrof-

- fers fhould fuffer : She owns that the Art and End

- of Reigning, is to advance the Publick Good ; and
when that Good is not attained, fhe confign$ to
Punifbment thofe Rooks and Traytors, through
whofe Fault it is not attained. She owns that fhe
- has been abufed by her Servants ; who, under her
. Authority, and m the Name of the.Law, had

fought their own vile Advantages ; and fhe re-

.moves from herfelf all Guilt, by giving up the
- Guilty. .

Happy Queen ! happy in her own Qualifica-

. tions ; happy in thofe of her Counfellors : But wife
and good as fhe was, fhe could not have talked
thus, if her Miniftry had been weak or wicked :
Had this been her Misfortune, in {pite of her Sin-

cerity,
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cerity, Wifdom and Refolution, her Speech would
have been falfe, faint, and filly. But her Coun-
fellors were able and faithful, and made England
profper ; and if we except fome Rebellions, and
fome Perfecutions, both the Doings of hot-headed
Bigots, her People faw nothing during her whole
Reign but Felicity and Sunthine.

This has entailed Bleflings upon her Memory,
and Praife upon that of her Counfellors: And,
indeed, the Happinefs or Mifery of a People will

" always be the certain Meafure of the Glory or
Infamy of their Rulers, whenever fuch [Happinefs
or Mifery is evidently deducible from their Ma-
nagement,

The above Paflage out of Queen Elizabeth’s
Hiftory, I thought not impertinent to our prefent
Times: Her People had fuffered from Harpies and

~Horfe-Leeches : This fhews, that the Corruption
had not reached the Court; the Hands of her
Minifters were clean, elfe her Speech would have

* taken another Turn.

Has England fuffered lefs, in this our Day, from
Harpies and Horfe-Leeches ? Surely no:— All
our Loffes, Pillages, and Oppreflions, fince the
Conqueft, do not balance the prefent great Cala-
mity : From a Profufion of all Things, we are

- reduced to a Want of every Thing : Heavenavert
the Peflilence and the Famine ! —1I am afraid
that the latter begins to be forely felt by many
T'houfands of our Poor, and even the Rich com-
plain that they can hardly find Money to buy
Bread.

And fhall not our Harpies be given up? Shall

~ not their Blood and Money make an undone Na-

tion fome {mall Amends for their heavy Depreda-
_ tions
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tions and matchlefs Villainy ? Certainly they muft:
From a Miniftry as able, and as innocent, as that
of Queen Elizabeth, we may expe&t the Behaviour
and publick Spirit of Queen Elizabeth’s Miniftry :
Having no Part in the Guilt of Harpies, they
cannot dread the Vengeance due to Harpies: They
have not raifed out of their Country’s Calamities,
Fortunes great as thofe Calamities ; they have no
Difcoveries to dread ; they have no Guilt to hide ;
they have not confpired with Harpies.

I am, &c.

SATURDA Y, December 3'1, 1720, No.qg.

- Againf? the projected Union of the Three Great Com-
paniesy and againf? remutting to the South-Sea
Company any Part of their Debt ta the Publick.

SIR,

- THE moft fuccefsful Deluders and Oppreflors
of Mankind have always alted in Mafque-
-rade ; and when the blackeft Villainies are meant,
- the moft oppofite Spirit is pretended. Vice aéts
with Security, and often with Reputation, under
the Vail of Virtue. '
‘Hence' Atheifts have fet up for the greateft Pie-
ty; and, to cover their own real Want of it,
“ have cruelly burned thofe who really hadit. The
moft mercilefs Tyrants have, in the Midft of Op-
preffion, fet up for the Patrons ef Liberty ; and,
while their Hands were deep in Blood, impudently
adopted the Tide of Clemency ; .and publidg Li-
erty
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-berty has almoft always been given up by thofe,
-who paffed for the Patrons of publick Liberty.
The cheating religious Orders of the Church
.of Rome gain the greateft Wealth, by a Profefficn
of the firiteft Poverty. The Popifh Inquifitors,
while they deliver over to the Flames a poor
-Wretch, already half dead with Fears, Famine,
-and Torture, befeech and adjure the Civil Magi-
-ftrate, who mutft fee it done, %y the Love of God,
and the Bowels of Jefus Chrift, not to hurt his
Life or Limb. And our Inquifitors at Home be- -
. gan their Occafional Bill with a Declaration for Li-
‘berty of Confcience ; though the Purpofe of them,
«and their Bill, was to deftroy all Liberty of Con-
-{cience. .
Companies and Joint-Stocks are always efta-
.blithed fcr the Encouragement and Benefit of
-Trade ; though they always happen to marr and
«cramp Trade. The Peerage Bill was to be grant-
ed as a Favour to the Commons of England, by

 cutting off the Commons of England from all

Right to Peerage. And fome People, to fave
Charges to England, are for giving up Gibraltar,
:which is of fuch Advantage to England ; being
tthe Security of all cur Trade. Swedar was once:
to be deftroyed, to preferve the Balance of Power
in the North ; and now Sweden muft be defended,
for the very fame Reafon.
. When certain Chiefs were at mortal Odds, one
Side oppofing (at all Adventures) whatever the
.other projeted, it was thought convenient: to both
Sides to comé to Terms ; for one Party wanted
to fill their Coffers, .and the other to fave their
‘Bacon. -However, -the Good of the Publick was
their fole Aim: They, Good.Men! fought no
' . perfonal
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perfonal Advantages, though they have fince got
confiderable ones : But we mutft believe their Say-

ings, notwithftanding their Doings.
Stock-Jobbing too muft be declared againft,
whilft the greateft Stock-Jobbing is promoting.
Laft Year a South-Sea Proje& was to be eftablifhed
to pay off the National Debts; and now a Pro-
je€t is faid to be in Embryo, to remit the greateft
-Part of the Debt due to the Nation by the South-
Sea: Andif fo, the whole Nation is to fuffer this
general Lofs, out of mere Pity to a fmall Part of
-the Nation. Twelve Months ago Forty Millions
was not too much to be trufted with one Compa-
-my, high in Credit, and its Reputation hoifted up
by publick Authority ; but now, when they are
-bankrupt and undone, and when their Direétors
~ and Undertakers are univerfally hated and detefted,
it is to be feared, it feems, that they will become
-too formidable, if all the Stock fubfcribed into

them be continued with them.

‘There is, therefore, I am told, a2 Projeét on
-Foot, in Exchange-Alley, to deliver up the Nation
to Three Companies ; and to let them divide us,
their Cully, among them. In order to prevail
upon thefe Three Great Societies to accept us as a
Prefent, to be ufed as they think fit, I humbly
prefume that we muft behave ourfelves as follows :
We can do no lefs than facrifice the poor half-
.ftarved Manufa&urers to one of them, and oblige
ourfelves to lay no Reftraint upon India Callicoes,
.&c. We muft alfo confirm the Claufe which makes
that Society perpetual. New Trades, more Mo-
nopolies, and freth Privileges, muft be given to ano-
ther Great and Virtuous Company, which had
made fo good Ufe of the Old: And the Bank of
/ : England,
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England, which long preferved its Integrity, muft
be brought into the Confpiracy ; and without doubt
fomething more muft be given them, perhaps the
Increafe of their Term. :

- Now, if this mighty Proje&, this noble Defign,
can be accomplithed ; I fuppofe that every one
will fee, or be prevailed upon to fee, the abfolute
Neceflity why all paft Errors, and former Ma-
nagement, fhould be forgot ; becaufe publick Cre-_
dit, which depends upon Temper and Moderation,:
muft not be interrupted by ill-timed Enquiries, nor ,
difturbed by publick Vengeance.—How finely we:
are to be difpofed of ; and how fafe it is to pro-
voke us! .

The Proje&ors of fuch a publick Good muft
deferve well from their Country ; and I will give
City Security, that they fhall be no Lofers by it.
Where is the Wonder, or ill Policy of the Plun-
derers and Difhonourers of the Nation, if the Be~
trayers of their Truft fhould keep alittle ill-begot-
ten Wealth, to preferve the publick Peace ? With-
out doubt, they will give large Shares of their Prey.
to thofe who have Power to let them keep the
reft; and will readily help their ProjeCtors and
Coadjutors with their honeft Skill and Endeavours,
to form new Projelts, to get as much as they have
done,

There lives in a certain Kingdom, a certain
Gentleman, of no mean Importance there at pre-
fent, who was Agent to ene who had the Cufto-
dium of a forfeited Eftate there, worth Twelve.
Thoufand Pounds 2 Year ; and when he gave in
his Account to his Succeffor, brought the Eftate
fome Hundreds of Pounds in Debt to himfelf. The
other refented this with fome menacing Expreffi-

ons,
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ons, but could get no other Anfwer from him, but
that he would abide by his Account: However,

fays he, if you will be difcreet, I will help you to:

the Man that helped me to this Aecount.
But what now, if, after all, there thould be a

little Jobb in a Corner ; and if any Gentleman,’
of remarkable Merit, thould have Amends made’

for his Services, Sufferings, and Loffes of late

Years ? Why, there is nothing uncommon in it ;-

for, who will ferve the Lord for nought 2 This cer-
tainly can be no Reafon for rejeting a Proje&,
which will reftore publick Credit, fill the Alley
again, raife South-Sea Stock to Three or Four

Hundred, and help the prefent Proprietors to new

Bubbles ; without doing any other Mifchief, than
that of ruining a few Thoufand ‘Families more,
and of not paying off the Nation’s Debts.

Thefe, I confefs, are potent Reafons ; and will,
without doubt, have their due Weight with all
Perfons interefted. But, for myfelf, who am fo
unfortunate as often to differ from my Betters, I
can find nothing in this Propofal, which has any
Tendency to help the prefent Company, or to
raife Credit, in any Refpe&, or to retrieve us from
our Great and National Calamities ; but, on the
contrary, toplunge the Publick inevitably into ir-
retrievable Ruin, by making it impoffible, by any
Medium in Nature but that of a Spunge, to dif-
charge our National Burthens: It will, befides,
deprive us of our only colourable Pretence, which
could juftify or excufe the late dreadful Scheme ;
and which, I believe, I may fafely fay, was the
only Pretence ever offered to excufe it. I think
that it will be Lifting the Three Great Compa-
nies, with all the meoneyed Intereft in England,

againft
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againft England ; and will, at laft, reduce, and
even force, all Parties not to oppofe what I dread:
to name, and tremble to think of.

The Proje& abovementioned is calculated, we
are’ told, for the Advantage of South-Sea, and
for the Improvement of their Stock ; and, in order
to this, a great Part of that Stock is to be given
away to the Bant' of England, and to the Eafi-
India Company ; without any apparent Confide-
ration to themfelves, or any other Ufe to the Pub-.
lick, than the uniting the Three Great Compa-
nies in one Intereft ; and confequently, the form-
ing fuch a potent Confpiracy againft the whole
Kingdom, as nothing but a total Confufion of
all Things can diffolve. O Companies, Com-
panies | ye Bane of Honefty, and Ruin of
Trade ; the Market of Jobbers, the Harveft of
Managers, and the Tools of Knaves, and of
Fraytors ! ' .

It is propofed, that the South-Sea is to give the -
Bank an Hundred and Twenty Pounds for every
Hundred Pound of Stock in the Bank ; which
Stock is faid to be but barely worth Ninety
Pounds ; even though we fhould fuppofe that they

" had never divided any of their Principal : Which,

whether they have done it or not, no body but
themfelves can know : But at this Rate, however,
they muft divide, whenever they arc paid off by
the Government. _

But we are told, that they are to be let alfo into
the Profits of Banking ; from which Profits, ’tis
faid, that they are enabled to divide Three per Cent.
upon the Old Capital, befides the Five per Cent.:
paid them- by the Government : But, even upon
this Foot, the greater their Capital is, thelefs the'ﬁ

wi
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will be able to divide: And confequently, when
Nine Millions are added to their Old Capital, they
will not be able to divide much above One per Cent.
which is not the Intereft of the Money paid in
Difference between Ninety, which is the real Va-
lue, and an Hundred and Twenty, which is the
nominal Value.

" Befides, there is no Probability that the Ban#k
can continue to make, for the future, the fame
Gain of Banking, as heretofore. The Traf-
ficking in publick Tallies, from whence that
Gain chiefly arofe, will be at an End, unlefs
there be new Funds given, and new Debts con-
tradted. '

- The Contract propofed by thefe People, to be
made with the other Company, is flill worfe ;
for, there they are to give a Hundred and
Twenty Pounds for a Hundred Pound Nomi-
nal Stock, which is fufpected to be worth very
little ; fome Men being of the Opinion, that the
greateft Part of the T'en per Cemt. divided for
fome Years paft, has been pocketed out of other
People’s Money, borrowed by the Company upon
their Bonds: And yet for this choice Bargain,
they are to give Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds
at prefent, and fubjet Nine Hundred Thoufand
Pounds more to be difpofed of according to the
Pleafure, Skill, and Honefty of the prefent Di-
re&ors. A pretty Sum, and doubtlefs fet apart
to anfwer and accomplifh fome lovely Jobb,
which will appear in proper Time, and by which
the Proje&tors of the Scheme, I dare fay, will be no
Lofers !

*Tis faid too, that the Trade of this Company
may be enlarged ; I fuppofe’ they mean, by bring-
S : Ing
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ing’in more India ManufaGures, to the Ruin of
our own. :

Now all this we are given to underftand is for
the fole Benefit of the South-Sea; and if they
have not Senfe to conceive it aright, a worfe
Thing may befall them: We all know, what
Dire&ors and their old Patrons carry Halters about:
their Necks, though they have Millions in their
Pockets; and who woilld nét give away a little
of other People’s Money, to fave a great deal of
their own, with their Lives into the Bargain ? —
A fpecial Set of Traytors, to negotiate for the very
Being of a Kingdom! . =~ ‘

But I muft tell all thefe Forgers of Schentes,
and Inventors of Grievances, that "the Nationy
exhaufted by paft Projects, cannot bear new ones;
nor furnifh out more Millions ta glut more Har~
pies. The Want of Bread, long felt by the
Poor, begins now to be felt by the Rich. " The
Purfes therefore of the New Confpirators muft be
filled out of the Extortions and Depredations of

. the Old, or remain empty: They may rack their

Invention, fift every Topick of Knavery, and
tofs and change their Projects as much and as long
as they pleafe ; but we- know that nothing but
plain Honefty can ever fave us; and to thofe who
would pra&tife Honefty, plain Speech is beft.
Let ‘us honeftly hang up thofe who have deceived
and 'undone us, and let us beware of new De-
ceivers and néew Deftroyers: Let us, witha Sevee

" rity equal to our Diftrefs, examine what the Di-

reors and their Mafters have embezzled, "and
foft to their Counitry, by their mercilefs Viflainy,

.and confuming- Avarice ; and let us have the only

SatisfaCion ithat they can make us, their Lives,
Vou. L D and
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and their Eftates : Let, afterwards, a fair Valya-
tion be made of their prefent Capital, and let all
the World know it ; that the Purchafer may buy
folid Subftance, and not a fleeting Shadow. This
is the honeft Way to reftore Credit again ; this
will prevent the roguith Part of Stock-Jobbing ;
and this will throw the remaining Money into
Trade once more.

But what, may fome fay, if we fhould give
away from the South-Sea Company fome Millions
to make new Friends, and to fave our old Friends,
fo long as we can make that Company Amends
out of the Publick, for fuch a Lofs? A Thing
eafily done ! — It is only giving them back again
the Seven Millions already due by them to the
Publick ; or at leaft the greateft Part of thofe Se-
ven Millions, as the fame ftand fecured upon Forty
Millions ; and if we do this, behold the Advan-
tage that will accrue from it! We will then be
under no Neceflity of - hanging our Countrymen,
or calling up any to difgorge their honeft Gains:
Befides, it is to be hoped that this Propofal will be
backed with fuch powerful Motives, as to meet
with little Oppofition. .

- This calls to my Mind a Comparifon, which I
have been for fome time very apt to make, be-
tween the French Proje&ors and thofe of another
Country which I know. The fisft plunder for
the Publick ; the other plunder the Publick: The
onerobs Part of the People for the Whole People ;
the other robs:the Whole People for a fmall Part
of the People. - . :

- This Comparifon may be the Subjeét of another
Letter to you, if you think fit to print this.

T : J am, 8&c.

. TuEs-
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« TUuESDAY, Fanuary 3, 1720. No. 10.

Yie Iniquity of late and new Projects about the South-
Sea confidered ————— How fatally they affect the
« Publick.

S IR,

w HEN we compare one Nation with an-
other, and balance the Power of both, we
are not to confider alone the Number of People,
or the Wealth diffufed amongft the People ; though
Number and Wealth are undoubtedly the firft
Elements of Power in a Commonwealth ; no
more than we are to confider the mere Extent of
Territory, or the mere Fertility of Soil: But we
are chiefly to confider, how much of that Wealth
can be brought together, how it may be moft fru-
gally managed, and how moft fkilfully applied to
the publick Emolument and Defence.

If, in taxing Labour and Manufatures, we ex-
ceed a certain Proportion, we difcourage Induftyy,
and deftroy that Labour and thofe Manufa&ures.
The like may be faid of Trade and Navigation ;
they will bear but limited Burthens: And we find
by Experience, that when higher Duties are laid,
the Produ& is not encreafed ; but the Trade is
loft, or the Goods are run.

Nor can more be extorted from the Gentleman
and Freeholder, than he can fpare from the Sup-
port of his Family, in.a Way fuitable to his for-
mer Condition, . ,

: D2 " Whan
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When Impofitions exceed thefe Bounds, the
Hiftory of all Ages will convince us, that their
Produce is only Bitternefs, Murmurings, univerfal
Difcontents ; and their End, generally, Rebellion,
and an Overthrow of the then prefent Eftablith-
ment, or of public Liberty. - o
. If therefore one State, for.Example, poffefled
of five times as much true, but fcattered, Wealth,
as another State, cannot far all that, from a De-
fe&t in its Conftitution, colle@® fo much from the
People as the poorer State can; or, if when col-
TeQted, does yet truft the fame to the Difpofal of
Blood-Suckers and Traytors, who intercept the
National Wealth, and divert it to private Purfes ;'
or if it be appropriated, before it be raifed, to the'
Payment of former Debts ; or if it be embezzled in
Penfions and Salaries to mercenary Men, for trai-

. terous Ends; then is fuch a State really weaker
than the other poorer State, and lefs capable of de-
fending itfelf againft the other, fo much its inferior
in outward Shew and intrinfick Power.

This was the State of Spain for near Two
Hundred Years ; Spain, the Miftrefs of fo many
Nations, and of a new World, richer in Silver
and Gold than the old; Spain, that from terri-
‘fying all Chriftendom with Chains, and from
threatening all_Eurspe with univerfal Slavery, re-
duced itfelf, by mortgaging its publick Revenues,
to fuch a defpicable Condition, that wehave feen,
in our Days, that once formidable Kingdom con-
tended for by two fmall Armies of l-goreigners,
within its own Bowels: In which Conteft the
Natives themfelves were little more than Spe&ta-
tors ; as is very juftly obferved by the Author of a
Pamphlet printed laft Year, and written with a

' Spirit
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Spirit which I pretend not to imitate. Had that
Pamphlet been generally read, and.well weighed,
it would have prevented moft of the Mifchiefs
‘which we now lamentably labour under. It is en-
titled, Confiderations upon the State of the Publick
Drbts in general, and of the Civil Lif? in particular.
I would recommend it to the Reading of eve
one, who is not athamed of being an honc?;
‘Man, '

It is certain, that all the powerful Nations of
-Eurspe, who were Parties in the two laft bloody
-and expenfive Wars, were reduced, by mortgaging
their publick Revenues, to the fame low and abjeét
Condition ; * and nothing faved any one of them
from all the reft, but that all the reft were in the
fame State of Impotence and Diftrefs. They were
all miferably weak. That People, therefore, who
<an fooneft difcharge their publick Burthens, will

ive Laws to the reft ; and either reduce them to
gubje&ion and Vaflalage, or to a Neceffity of feiz-
inglfheir mortgaged Funds.
. Thereare in the World but two Ways of clear-
ing a Nation of its publick Engagements:. The
one is, by paying them off ; - the other is, not to
pay them at all. When the one cannot be prac-
tifed, a fmall Skill in Politicks will tell us, that the
other muft. : ' .
It is a Jeft for any Man to flatter himfelf, that

"any State will riot fave the whole People, by the

Ruin of a Part of the People, when the Ruin of a
Part is abfolutely neceflary to the Prefervation of
the Whole. This Confideration fhould, methinks,
‘be worth the Attention of the Gentlemen Inhabi-
tants of the Alley. In Truth, nothing would ex-

one

D3



54 CATO0’s LETTERS..

one hopes to fave one, by cheating another into 2
hard and knavith Bargain. W ill Men never have
done Hoping ? They forget how they were caught
laft Year in the South-Sea, with all their Hopes
and their Wifdom about them. :

It is, doubtlefs, the laft Misfortune to a Nation,
to be becholden to a Spunge for the Payment of
its Debts ; fuch a Neceflity muft be a heavy Ne-
ceffity, attended with many forrowful Circumftan-
ces, and much fore Diftrefs. Wothing but the
certain Fear of foreign Force, or domeftick Ty-
ranny, can juftify it. But even a great Calamity
is_eligible, in Comparifon of a greater. -Every
Perfon, therefore, who is a Creditor to his Coun-
- try, and has Demands upon the Publick, is nearly
concerned to prevent fuch great and perfonal, and
indeed general Mifery ; which cannot be at all
prevented, but by putting the National Debts in~
. to a Method of being honourably difcharged.

This is the Concern of every honeft Man ; this
ought to be the Care of every worthy Citizen ;
this will be the Tafk of every guiltlefs Great
Man. :
All innocent Men, throughout the World, find
a private Blefling in the general Felicity of the
Publick; and none but Mock-Patriots, who
foolithly or deliberately can lead Kingdoms into
Ruin ; defperate hard-hearted Parricides, who can
wantonly fuck out the Vitals of their Country;
whofe Fortunes-are often the Plunder of the Pub-
lick, whofe Creatures are Confpirators, hired
againft the Publick ; I fay, none but fuch Tray=-
tors can find private Joy in publick Confufion, or
their own Security in the Slavery of their Country.
Thofe, itis true, who earn Vengeance by commit~
: ting
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ting mighty Crimes, would, doubtlefs, go on te .
refemble: themfelves, and to avoid it, if they could,
by committing Crimes ftill more mighty. If any
amongft us fhould be capable of pradtifing fuch
reat Wickednefs to get enormous Wealth, fuch
%erfons, if not prevented, might ftill praétife
greater to keep it. A Foxpurfued by the ﬁl:ll Cry
of the Hounds, will run into the Dog-Kennel for
Shelter ; as at the Battle of La Hogue, the French
Fleet fled through the Race of Aldernly, and ven-
tured Rocks and Shelves, to efcape from the con-
quering Enemy.
It is a Folly, and indeed an Infatuation, in any

. Perlons interefted in the Publick Funds, to form

any Schemes, or to fall into any Schemes for in-
creafing thofe Funds, or for continuing in them,
any longer than is abfolutely neceffary to pay them
their Debts: When our neighbouring Nations have
cleared theirs, we too muft clear ours, or we are
undone.- *Tis faid, indeed, that a Revolution in
Government would certainly and effectually do it,
and do it at once; and this I take to be the true
Reafon why fo many unthinking Men appear to
with it ; though I hope it is in vain. God avert
fo dreadful a Cataftrophe ! ) .

Spain has already difcharged itfelf of its publick
‘Burthens, by a general Sweep: And bchold the
Effe& of this! It again fhews its Head in the
World ;- again it carries its Armies into new
Countries. Hollandlies ftill, free from new Broils,
and frefh Expence: It politically pleads poverty ¢
It takes all Ways in its Power to recover its Lofles ;
and queftionlefs laughs in its Sleeve to fee another
Nation grow more mad, and more in Debt every
Year; -to fec itevery Year mortgaging new Rever
. Ds4s nues,
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- nues, and every Year engaging in.wild Wars, to
fupport the Interefts of a State of no Concernment
to it.

But the moft terrible Inftance of all, is that of
France: That Government, though to the Ruin
of great Multitudes of other People, has almoft,
if not quite, got rid of its Incumbrances and En-
gagements. The whole Wealth of that great
Kingdom is now got into the Hands of the Pub-
lick. From which formidable Situation of theirs,
is there rot Room to fear, that as foon as the pre-
fent Confufion is a little abated, they will renew
their Defigns for Empire, and throw Europe
into Arms again? This is an alarming Reflcc-
tion ! And what do the Gentlemen of the Alley
expe& from us, under fuch an ill-boding Circum-
ftance? Trade is already burthened as much as
it can bear, and perhaps more than it ought to
bear : There is fcaree a Comhmodity that can be
taxed, but is already taxed. We are marked, we
are mortgaged from Head to Foot. They do not
furely expect that the Parliament will give Ten
Shillings in the Pound upon Land, or that it could
be raifed if they did.

What therefore are we to do in fuch a calami-
tous Cafe ? Are we to fave ourfelves at the Ex-

_pence of the Gentlemen of the Alley? Or are we
to perifh together with.them ? The Choice is eafy.
Can they be fo weak, as to form a pretended Ne-

_ceflity, to bring their Country inta fuch unhappy

‘Circumftances ; and yet not fear that wifeand ho-
nefter Men may take Advantage of areal Necef-
fity, to get out of fuch unhappy Circumftances ?

There is.but one Thing to be done, to fave
themfelves and their Country together; and. that
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ds, ‘to put the Debts into a Method of being cer-
tainly and fpeedily paid off. The prefent Efta-
plithment may be faved, though they are undone : .
But if, through Folly or Knavery, the Eftablith-
ment fink, they muft fink withit. I hope there-
fore, that they will not be decoyed into any trai-
terous Defigns of defperate Men: Men, whofe
Chara&ers are but faintly exprefled by that of Par-
sicides; Men, who, had they ftudied the Art of

- making us miferable, could not have been more

accomplifhed in their Trade, nor boaft of com-
pleater Succefs. . Where is our Trade, by which
we fo long flourithed ? It is loft. Where is our
Publick Faith, once our own Boaft, and the
Envy of foreign Nations? Itis fled ; and one
Man has no longer any Faith in another. Where
is our Money ? Where are our current Millions ?
T'he People have none. — The moft Part find it
hard to buy Bread ; and many find it impoffible.
Every Man whom you meet complains that he is
undone. All our éoin is engrofled, pocketed by
vile Jobbers, their Prompters and Confederates ;
publick Robbers, who, to keep what they have
ot, and to efcape deferved Punifhment, (if fuch
%uniihment can poflibly be found) would deliver
up the Wealth and Power of England into the
griping and polluted Harrds of a new Confpiracy
of Stock- Jobbers, worfe than the laft; by being
more numerous and potent. With thefe they
would combine for common Defence, and for,
publick Deftru&tion; with thefe, contrive new
Ways to enlarge our Miferies, fhorten our Enjoy-.

ments {till more, and grind us {till fmaller ; with. .

thefe, they would form into fuch a Confederacy .
againft their common Country, and againft coms
- - Dy .mom

‘
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mon Honefty, as would mock even the Endea-
vours of a Legiflature to diffolve it. Good God!
what implacable Men !' thus mercilefly bent to ruin
the very Ruins of their Country !

What Briton, blefled with any Senfe of Virtue,
or with common Senfe; what Englifbman, ani-
mated with a publick Spirit, or with any Spirit,
but muft burn with Rage and Shame, to behold
the Nobles and Gentry of 2 great Kingdom ; Men
of Magnanimity ; Men of Breeding ; Men of
Underftanding, and of Letters; to fee fuch Men
bowing down, like Fs/eph’s Sheaves, before the
Face of a dirty Stock-fobber, and receiving Laws
from Men bred behind Counters, and the Deci-
fion of their Fortunes from Hands flill dirty with
fweeping Shops !

Surely we fhall never fuffer this to be our Cafe,
and therefore fhall never fee it. It is ridiculous to
think that a Nation, free as we are, and bold by
being fo, will ever fubmit to fuch Indignities : It
is therefore eafy to forefee, if once we foolifhly
take the firft Step, what will neceflarily be the
next. One Oppreflion cannot be fupported but
by another, and a greater ; and Force and Vio-
lence alone can do what Reafon cannot and will
not do. Thefe Hardfhips will produce new
Wants, and new Neceffities for Money ; which
Money, if fuch Men can have their Will, will
only be to be had from thefe Companies, and from
them only upon hard Conditions, and in Exchange
for new Privileges, flill tending to the Detriment
.of general Trade, and ending in the total Ruin of
the Nation.

. The Nation will be provoked in Proportion as
it is diftrefled 3 ill Ufage will be retumedeitb-
age:
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Rage: And then, I doubt not, when thefe Pro-.
jeGors have rendered the People diftralted, they

will tell us, that it will not be fafe to venture them

with another EleQion. They will do every

thing in their Power to make the Kingdom dif-

affeCted ; and then urge that Difaffeftion as a good

Reafon not to truft them.

" This Conduét will produce neceffarily more and

higher Difcontents ; Difcontents will make Ar-
mies neceflary ; Armies will inflame thofe Difcon-
tents ftill more vehemently. Idare think no fur~
ther. — But fure there is no one who loves King
G EORG E, and his Government, but will en<
deavour to prevent thefe difmal Mifchiefs, before
it be too late.

* No Man living laments the Calamities brought
upon his Country, more than I do thofe brought
upon mine: Yet I freely own, that I think the
paying off the Nation’s Debts, and reftoring, by

" that Means, the Kingdom to its Power, its Gran-

deur, and its Security again, was an End worth
all the Evils which we have yet fuffered ; an End

which ought, if poflible, to have been purchafed . -

with greater than we have yet fuffered, if it could
not otherwife have been purchafed. I think thag
it ought to have been done, though attended with
many ill Circumftances; and might have been
done, even upon thofe hard Terms, with Juftice
to private Men, and Honour to the Nation. We
are not a People without it; nor is it worth while
to difpute about the beft Cabbin in a Ship that is.
finking. ‘ '
_ This Profpe& gave me fome Pleafure, and fome
Relief to my Thoughts, made anxious the
melancholy and importunate Clamours of Thou-

D6 fands
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fands and Ten Thoufands of my diftrefled Coun-
trymen: But when I was told that a Proje& was
formed by Men of Figure, Power, and Fortune,
to give back All, and the only Advantage which
we were to reap, or could reap, from fo many Mi-
feries, and which’ could alone palliate or excufe
fuch a wild and defperate Attempt; though this
was the only Excufe which was ever offered, or
can yet be fuggefted by the wifeft Men in behalf
of it; I confefs that I was feized with Horror
and Confufion from fuch News, and could fee no-
:téﬁng before my Eyes but total Defolation and finak

uin.

To tell us, that this is to be done out of Ten-
dernefs to the Miferable, is adding Contempt tor
the Injury: It is infulting our Underftandings,
and playing with the publick Misfortunes; it is
firft to make us Beggars, then to treat us like
Idiots, With as much Modefty did a grand Mo-
narch, who was known to make himfelf Sport,.
for above half a Century, with the Lives of Men,
pretend to ground his Defire of Peace upon a

“cenfcientious Inclination to prevent the Effufion of

Chriftian Blood.

__Thofe who have true Compaflion, Virtue, and
Tendernefs, will thew it upon the propereft Ob-
je&s 5 they will prefer the Security and Welfare of
many Millions to the Security and Welfare of fome
Thoufands, though they fhould be many Thou-.
funds 5 efpecially if the latter prove to have been
cevetous and unthinking Men, caught in the
Snare which they fpread for others: For by thefe
wild: Bargains no Man is undone, but he who in-’
tended the Favour ' of being undone to fomebody
elfe. Thefe Gentlemen, pretending to fo much
: I ¢, Tender-

IS ¢ .
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Tecndernefs and Compaffion, will not at leaft facri-
fice thofe who always forefaw the Mifchief, and
always oppofed it, to the Relief of fuch who con-
tributed to it ; who made corrupt Applications for
an early Admittance into the Advantage of theSe-
cret ; who fwallowed Plumbs in their Imagina-
tions, and ridiculed as Fools or Beggars all that
kept at a wife and honeft Diftance. :
. Pity and Compaffion are charming and en-
gaging Sounds, when rightly applied; but Pity
and Compaffion do not confift in prote&ing Cri-
minals from Juftice, and in fuffering the Devour-
ers of a Nation to go off with the Plunder of a

- Nation ; nor in opprefling the people over again,

to make the Lofer Amends: Neither do they con~
fift in giving away the publick Treafure of Na-
tions to private Men, for no Reafon, or for very
bad Reafons ; norin engaging a Kingdom in wild
and romantick Expences, to ferve wild and roman-
tick Purpofes ; neither do they confift in facrificing
the Trade and Manufaéture of a whole People, -
and in confequence the Bread of a whole Péople,’
to the deftruétive Interefts of Societies of Stock-
Jobbers, combined with publick Plunderers for:
mutual Defence. . y
Qur wife and difinterefted Legiflature mean’
other Things; they have told us, that they wilk
not relieve one Part of the diftrefled and deluded-
Bubbles, to the Detriment of others, who have
as much Pretence to Relief as themfelves ; and i
is impoffible to imagine that they will give up the.
unoffending and almoft defpairing People (whofe.
Interefls they are chofen to aflert) to repair the.
Lofles of unwary Men, and to put Thirty Millions.
in the Pockets of Twenty-Stock- Jobbers, c .
N ) ‘e . - . - m -



62 CATO's LETTERS.

" Can it be fuppofed, that the Parliament wilt
refufe to make void hafty and private Bargains,
founded in Corruption and Fraud, and made with-
out any one honeft Confideration? _And fhall this
Refufal be made for the Publick Good? And yet
fhall that very Parliament be thought capable of
making void a publick Bargain, made for the pub-
lick Good, with the greateft Deliberation, and
upon the weightieft Motives in the World ?
Which Bargain was indeed the chief, if not the
. only Caufe, that drew upon us our prefent great
Calamities.

" But we are told by the ProjeQors, that the
Company is not able to pay the publick the Sum
ftipulated ; and the King muft lofe his Right,
where his Right is not to be had. This is impu-~
dently as well as ftupidly faid ; for the Security is
already in the Hands of the Publick : ‘The Nation
owes the Company near Forty Millions, and no-
thing is neceflary but to ftop the Payment of
Seven. )

" But it is farther urged by the ProjeGors, that
:the Company will be undone, if fo much be ftopt
from them ; and I aver, that the Nation is undone,
if it be not ftopt. . , 3

Here a very pleafant Obfervation offers itfelf :
For this very fame Proje&, which would merci- -
fully. remit to the South-Sea Company the Seven
Miﬁions due by them to the Publick, is intended
to raife 2 Hundred Pounds of their Capital Stock
to Three or Four Hundred Pounds in Value, I
will fuppofe only to three Hundred ; and even
then their prefent Capital being about T'wenty-fix
Millions, the whole will be worth about Eighty
Millions ; and furely, if the Publick give tl;em

uch
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fuch an immenfe Advantage, they may well afford
to pay the fmall Sum of Seven Millions due to the
Publick outof it. Our own Laws, and the Laws
of every Country in the World, give Precedence
to the Prerogative, in the Bufinefs of Debtor and
Creditor ; and always fecure the Debts due to the
Publick, whatever becomes of thofe due to private
Men. Surely we fhall not reje& the Wifdom of
Nations, and invert the Maxims of Government,
that while we confirm the Bargains of particular
Men, we deftroy thofe made for the'Benefit of all
the Men in the Kingdom. : '
But there is yet fomething more abfurd in this
Proje&: For the Bargain was made with the Old
Company, who were to give Three Millions and
2 Half, certain, to the Publick ; and about Three
Millions more, if they could purchafe in the An-
nuitants: Which Sum they could have afforded to

" the Publick, if they could but have raifed thesr
Stock Thirty per Cent. upon the whole Stock fo

united : But we have, in Fa&, feen its imaginary
Value encreafed, at one time, more than Two
Hundred Millions ; which has enabled thofe in the
Secret to carry off more than Twenty, if not
Thirty Millions. ’

Valuing the Stock, at prefent, at two Hun-
dred, which is lefs than the Stock fells for, the old
Capital alone is advanced near Twelve Millions
above its firft Value; and confequently is able to
pay Seven, without the Affiftance of the new Sub-
fcribers : And, if the ProjeQors of the Scheme ad-

. vance the Stock to Three or Four Hundred, as

they pretend that they will; then the firft Con-
tralors, and thofe who ftand in their Places, will
double or treble their Capital ; though they alone

were
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were to pay the Publick the poor Confideration
which has enabled them to do fo.

Hard Fate of poor England, to be thus the laft
regarded, even in Schemes and Deliberations
which purely regard England ! Private Men, who
have been bubbled, are to be pitied ; but muft pri-
vate Men, who have contributed to the publick
Ruin, and their own, be regarded preferably to
the Publick? And muft publick Compaflion be
fhewn to private Dupes, rather than to the Pub~
lick itfelf?

Poor England! What a Name art thou become ¢
A Name of Infatuation and Mifery | How art thou
fallen ! how plundered! And thofe that have done
it, would, to keep their Spoil, agree to affift others
to fquem out thy laft Dregs, and to fuck out thy
remaining Blood. How paffive do they think
thee | How. tame would they make thee! An eafy
- Prey for Devourers; who, while they hold thee
faft, and gripe thee hard with Iron Claws, aggra-
vate thy Mifery, by mocking it, and infolently
talk of Compaflion.

‘What keener Indignities can they do us, than
thus to jeft with us, while we are gafping, while
we are expiring, in the midft of the Pangs and
Convulfions into which they bave wanton!y and
wickedly thrown us!

QOdd is that Compaflion which -arifes from
Guilt and Avarice ; and with how much Modefty
would they chriﬁen, with the deluding Title of
Pity, that Conduét, which would prove in effet
to be only Impunity to the Murderers of our Pro-
fperity, and the Manglers of their Country ! Thus
would they infult our Underftanding, and dcal
with us as if we had none. |

S 'How
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How long fhall we fuffer under this pungent
Ufage? this painful Difgrace to our Senfe and our
Spirit ? Patience under Indignities, invites frefh
Indignities. We fée our Parricides do, as it were,
take Pains to invent new Miferies for us.—A hard
Tafk ! confidering thofe that they have already
accomplithed. Nay, ‘they a& as if they defpaired
of making us defperate. ‘

They may be miftaken. And indeed, in the
whole String of their Politicks, I could never dif-
cover any one Symptom of their Skill in human
Nature, except that which they learned from Bro-
kers and Pedlars in Stocks. :

In Truth, Matters are come to that Pafs, that
an Endeavour to make them worfe, may probably
make them better : Res nolunt male adminiftrari. -
All Men fuffer ; all Men are alarmed : Refent-
ment rages high, and gathers thick from all
Quarters ; and though it may feem big with fome
terrible Event, yet it may be prevented by Anti-

. cipation.

Our Eyes are upon the Parliament, and fo are
the Eyes of Eurgpe. 'We have begun to conctive-

- Hope from the bold and upright Spirit which ap-

pears in our Reprefentatives to right us and to re-
venge us. . They have, indeed, a great and un-

_ - precedented Opportunity given them, of fecuring
to themfelves, in the Hearts of all Englifhmen, a

Monument of grateful Praife and publick Spirit,

-and of perpetuating that Praife in the Memory of

every Briton, till Time thall be no more.
T and G - Lam, &c.

- o SaTur-
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SATURDAY, Fanuary 7, 1720. No. 11.

The Fuftice and Neceffity of punifbing great Crimes
thaugh committed againft o fubjiffing Law of the

State.

S IR,

Alus Populi Suprema Lex efto: That the Benefit
and Safety of the People %ftvfa the Supreme
Law, is an univerfal and everlafting Maxim in Go-
vernment : It can never be altered by municipal
Statutes : No Cuftoms can change, no pofitive In-
ftitutions can abrogate, no Time can efface, this
rimary Law of Nature and Nations. The fole
nd of Mens entering into political Societies, was
mutual ProteCtion and Defence ; and whatever
Power does not contribute to thofe Purpofes, is
not Government, but Ufurpation.

Every Man in the State of Nature had a Right
to repel Injuries, and to revenge them ; that is, he
had a Right to punifh the Authors of thofe Injuries,
and to prevent their being again committed ; and
this he might do, without declaring before-hand
what Injuries he would punith. Seeing therefore
that this Right was inherent in every private Man,
it is abfurd to fuppofe that National Legiflatures,
to whom every Man’s private Power is commit-
ted, have not the fame Right, and ought not to
exercife it upon proper Occafions.

Crimes being the ObjeQs of Laws, there were
Crimes before there were Laws to punifh them ;
and yet from the Beginning they deferved to be
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punifhed by the Perfon affeCted hy.them, or by
the Society, and a Number of Men united with
him for common Security, though without the
Sentence .of a common Judge (called by us the
Magiftrate) formally appointed to condemn Of-
fenadglers. . :

Laws, for the moft Part, do not make Crimes,
but fuit and adapt Punithments to fuch Aétions as
all Mankind knew to be Crimes before. And though
National Governments thould never ena& any por
fitive Laws, never annex particular Penalties to

. known Offences ; yet they would have a Right,

and it would be their Duty to punifh thofe Offen-
ces according to their beft Difcretion ; much more
fo, if the Crimes committed are fo great, that no
human Wifdom ¢ould forefee that any Man could
be wicked and defperate enough to commit them.
Lawyers diftinguith betwixt Malum probibitum
and Malum in fe ; that is, between Crimes that are
fo in their own Nature, and Crimes that owe their
Pravity to a Difobedience ta pofitive Laws. Of
the former Sort are all thofe A&ions, by which
one Man hurts another in his Reputation, his Per~
fon, or his Fortune ; and thofe A&ions are ftill
more heinous, if they injure, or are intended to
injure, the whole Society. :
The latter Sort confifts of fuch Crimes as refult
from what Legiflatures ena& for the particular
Benefit of private Societies ; as Laws concerning
the Regularity of Trade, the Manner of chufing
Magiftrates, Local Orders; and from fuch pofi-
tive Inftitutions, as receive their Force alone from
the Powers that ena& them. Now thofe Crimes

‘were not fo_before they were declared fo; and

con-
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confequently, no Man before was under any Ob-
ligation to avoid them.

It would be very fevereand unjuft to punith any

‘Man for an undefigned Tranfgreflion of the latter
Sort ; that is, for fuch A&ion as he thought that
he might lawfully and honeftly do, and which he
had never Notice given him not to'do. But to
" infer from thence, that a Villain may defpife all
-the Laws of God and Nature, ruin Thoufands of
his Fellow-Subje&ts, and overturn Nations with
Impunity, becaufe fuch Villainy was too mon-
ftrous for human Forefight and Prevention, is
fomething fo abfurd, that I am-afhamed to con-
fute it. = '
This is nothing lefs than afferting, that a Na-
tion has not a Power within itfelf to fave itfelf:
That the Whole ought not to preferve the Whole :
That particular Men have the Liberty to fubvert
the Government which protefls them, and yet
continue to be protected by that Government which
‘they would deftroy : That they may overturn all
Law, and yet efcape by not being within the ex-
prefs Words of any particular Law.

There are Crimes fo monftrous and fhocking,
that wife States would not fuffer them to ftand in
their Statute Books ; becaufe they would not put
{uchan Indignity' upon human Nature, as to fup- -
pofe it capable of committing them. They would
not mention what they imagined would never be

rattifed. The Old Romans, therefore, had no

w againft Parricide ; yet there was no want of
Punifhment for Parricides from the Want of Law :
‘Thofe black and enormous Criminals were fewed
up in a Sack, and thrown inta the Tyber.
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In Holland, .there was no Law againft Mens
Breaking fraudulently ; yet the firft Man who was
known to do fo, was immediately executed, and
his Eftate divided among his Creditors.
- In England, ’tis faid; there was no Law, till
Iately, againft the burning .of Ships; yet, if any
Man had burned the Royal Navy of England, ly-
ing at Anchor, ought not his Crime, which it
feems was not Feleny,” to have been declared
High-Treafon? . .= - o :
. %/Iany Nations have had particular Officers ap-
pointed on purpofe to punifh uncommon Crimes,
which were not within the Reach of ordinary Ju-
flice. 'The Romans had a Dictator ; a great and
extraordinary Magiftrate, vefted with an extraor-
dinary Power, as he was created on extraordinary
Exigencies; and his Commiffion was limited only
by the Publick Good, and confifted in a very fhort
Dire&ion, Nequid detrimenti Refpublica capiat ; in
Englifp, To fave the State.
- This powerful Officer was once created on pur-
pofe to put to Death Spurius Melius, for giving
gratis to the People a large Quantity of Corn,’ in
a Time of Famine. This Liberality of his was
conftrued by the Senate, an ambitious Bribe to
catch the Hearts of the Multitude, in order to
feize their Liberties. — Spurius Melius— predives,
remutilem peffimo exemplo, pejore confilia eft aggreffus.
He undertog( a publick anld , plaué)le Thing:rg,ﬂi;ut
of ill Example, and with a worfe Defign.  Lar-
gitiones frumenti facere inflituit. His avowed Pre-
tence was to relieve the Poor; Plebemq; hoc mu-
nere delinitam, quacunque incederet confpectus alatusqs
Jupra modum bominis privati, Jecum trabere. He ca=
joled the People, -intending to enflave them ; and

' growing
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owing too powerful for a Subje®, became ter-
gb}e to the common Liberty, which is fupported
by Equality : Ipfe, ut ¢ft humanus animus infatiabilis
e0 quod fortuna [pondet, ad altivra & non conceffa ten-
dere : 'The Mind of Man is reftlefs, and cannot
ftand ftill, nor fet Bounds to ‘its Purfuits. It is
not to be expeted that one of our Million Men
(and they fay that we have feveral) will fit down
and be content with his Millions, though he were
allowed to keep them (which God forbid!) He
will be making new Pufhes for new Acquifitions,
having fuch ample Means in his Hands. Sparius
Melius would at firft have been content with the
Confulate, or Chief Magiftracy in ‘Ordinary ;
but becaufe he found that even that could not be

ot without Force, he thought that the fame

orce would as well carry him higher, and make
him King. — Et quoniam Confulatus quoque eripien-
dus invitis patribus effet, de Regno agitare. The
Traytor had been fuffered to carry a great Point;
~ he had abufed the Publick, and deceived the Peo-
‘ple. ‘The Senate, therefore, take him to Tatk:
and there being no Law fubfifting, by which he
could be put to Death «— Confuleslegibus conftriéti,
nequaquam tantum viriumin Magifiratu ad eam rem
pro atrocitate vindicandum guantum animi haberent ;
‘They therefore create a Di&ator, an Officer with
Power, for a Time, to fufpend Laws, and make
Laws. The Occafion was great — Opus effé non
Jorti folum viro, fed etiam LIBE RO, E X§ O-
LU UE LEGUM FINCULIS. L.
Ruincius Cincinnatus was the Man; a true and
brave old Republican, who worthily and boldly did
his Work, and by the. Hands of his Mafter of the
Horfe flew the mighty Traytor, impudently. im-
T ploring
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ploring the publick Faith, to which he was a
fworn Enemy; and complaining of the Power of
Oppreflion, when the thamelefs Villain had been
only feeking a Power to opprefs. Fidem plebis
Romanee implorare; & opprimife CONSENSU
PATRUM DICERE. He knew that his
Villainies were out of the Reach of the Law, and
he did not -dream of an extraordinary Method of
punifhing them by the Roman Parliament. But
he was deceived ; and the Dictator tells the Peo-
ple, that being a fort of an Outlaw, he was not
to be proceeded with as with a Citizen of Rome :
Nec_cum eo tanquam cum Cive agendum fuiffe. An
unufual Death was due to his monftrous Wicked-
nefs: Non pro feelere id magis quam pro monftro
babendum. Nor was his Blood alone, fays the
wife Ditator, fufficient to expiate his Guilt, un-
lefs we alfo pull down his Houfe, where fuch cry-
ing Crimes were firft conceived ; and confifcate to
the publick Ufe his Eftate and his Treafures, the
"Price and Means of the publick Ruin.— And his
Eftate was accordingly given to the Publick —
Nec fatis effe fanguine ejus expiatum, nifi tecla pa-
riete[q; inter quee tantum amentie conceptum effet, dif~
Siparentur 5 bonag; contalia pretiis Regni mercandi

. ‘publicarentur; Fubere itaque Queftores, vendere ea

bona & in publscum redigere : The Treafury had
them for the Ufe of the Publick. .
. Thus did the Great, the Wife, and the Free

_ Romans punith this extraordinary Knave, by a

Power that was not ordinary. They likewife ex-
erted it upon other Occafions; nor were they the

_ pn!%" People that did fo.

he Athenians, grown jealous by having loft

but
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but too powerful Citizen, -durft never truft " this
great Power to any fingle Magiftrate, or even to
a Council. They would not, however, part with
it, but referved ‘it to the whole Body of the Peo-
ple, agreeabl{ to the Nature of a popular Go-
vetnment. In this jealous State, it was a Crime
to ‘be popular, much more to affe& Popularity:
They would not allow a Man to have it in his
Power to enflave his Country. And, indeed, it
- is Wifdom in a State, and a Sign that they judge
well, to fuppofe, that all Men who can enflave
them, will enflave them. Generofity, Self-denial,
and private and perfonal Virtues, are in Politicks
but mere Names, or rather Cant-Words, that go
for nothing with wife Men, though they ‘may
cheat the Vulgar. The Athenians knew this ; and
therefore appointed a Method of punifhing Great
Men, though they could prove no other Crime
againft them but that of being Great Men. " This
Punifhment was called the Offracifm, or the Sen-
tence of a Majority in a Ballot by Oyfter-Shells 3
by which a fufpe@ed Citizen was adjudged to Ba-
nithment for Ten Years. They would not truft
to the Virtue and Moderation of any private Sub-
jeét, capable, by being great, to be mifchievous;
but would rather hurt a private Subjeét, than en-
danger the publick Liberty. Worthy Men are
thought to have fuffered unjufly by this Oftra-
cifm ; and itmay be true, for aught that I know ;
but ftill it fecured the Publick, and long fecured it.
‘Weak and babbling Men, who penetrate no deeper
than Words, may blame this politick Severity in
the Commonwealth of dthens ; but it is juﬂiged

1in that it was politick. S

"I
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In Venice, a wife, ancient, and honourable Re-
pubhck there is a Council of Ten, which exer-
cifes this extraordinary Power: Every arbitrary
Prince in the World exercifes it ; and every free

" State in the World has an undoubted Right to

exercife it, though they have never delegated
their Power to particular Magiftrates to exercife it
for them.

In England, indeed, we have not delegated this
Power at all, becaufc we very well know who'
muft have had it, and what Ufe would be made
of it. The Legiflature, therefore, has referved
this Power to itfelf, and has an undoubted Right
to exercife it ; and has often done fo upon extra-
ordinary Occafions. It ought indeed to be exer-
cifed but upon extraordinary Occafions. Fove's
Thunderbolts were only launched againft fuch as
provoked the Thunderbolts of Fove. '

I fhall, in my next Letter to you, apply thefe
general Maxims of Government to our own par-
ticular Conftitution, and to the prefent Occafion, -
whgh calls aloud for 70-03 s Help and Thunder.

Iam, &c.

Vor.l E SATUR-
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SAaTUuRDAY, January 14, 1720. No. 12.

Of Treafon s Al Treafons not to be found in Statutes.
—The right of the Legiflature to declare Treafons.

§ IR, .

TREASON, properly fo called, in Latin,
Crimen lefz Majeftatis, is in all Countries the
fame: It is an Endeavour to fubvert, or to do
fome notable Mifchief to the Publick; of which
everv Man is a Part, and with which he has
joined himfelf for mutual Defence, under what
Form foever the Adminiftration is exercifed. I
awn, that lefler Crimes are fometimes called by
the fame Name, and fubjeted to the fame Punifh-
ment,

An Attempt to deftrov the Chief Magiftrate of
a Commonwealth, or the General of an Army in
the Field, or the Governor of a Town during a
Siege, are certainly Treafons every where ; be-
caufe in fuch Attempts, when they fucceed, are
often involved the Ruin of States. They alfo are
doubtlefs guilty of High Treafon, who, being en-
trufted with the Wealth, Security, and Happinefs
of Kingdoms, do yet knowingly pervert that
“Truft, to the Undoing of that People whom they
are obliged, by undeferved Rewards, as well as by
all the %‘ies of Religion, Juftice, Honour, and
Gratitude, to defend and prote&. :

*Tis the fame, if any Number of Men, though
ina lefler Truft, or in no Truft at all, thould
deliberately and knowingly deftroy Thoufands of

their
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their Fellow-Subje&ts, and overturn the Trade
and publick Credit of the Nation, to enrich them-
felves and their Accomplices.

Thefe, and Crimes of the like Nature, are
Treafons from the Nature of Things themfelves,
antecedent to all Laws that call them fo ; and
will be Treafons, though Laws gained by Subor-
nation fhould call them otherwife : And every
State has a Right to treat thofe who commit them,
as Traytors and Parricides. In Truth, there are
as many of thefe Kinds of Treafons, as there are
different Methods of confpiring againft King-
doms; and the Criminals, though ever fo Great,
deferve Death and Confifcation; that is, they
ought to be deftroyed by the People whom they
would deftroy.

The great Principle of Sclf-Prefervation, which
is the firft and fundamental Law of Nature, calls
for this Procedure; the Security of Common- ~
wealths depends upon it ; the very Being of Go-
vernment makes it neceflary; and whatever is ne-
ceffary to the Publick Safety, is juft. : :

The Fate of Millions, and the Being of States,
muft not ftand and fall by the Diftinétions of
Monks, coined in Colleges, or by the Chicanc of
Petty-Foggers;  who would bring every thing.
within the narrow. Verge of their own Know--
ledge, under their own Jurifdi¢tion and Cogni-
zance ; and would determine all things by the
Rules of Inferior Judicatures, the Gibberifh of
private Pradtifers, and the Sayings of Old Wo-'
men, or of thofe who are like Old Women ;
whofe Brains are addled by being long jumbled-
and always turned round within the fcanty Circle
of private Courts, not daring to venture at a

‘ - E 2 beld
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"bold and free Thought out of them, however felf-
evident ; like fome Carriers Horfes, that axe ufed
o a Track, and know not how to travel in an
-epen Road.
But Queftions of this Kind belong ad aliud exa-’
men, and ought to be brought befor® an higher
“Tribunal : The Legiflature are the only proper
and fafe Judges: What is done againft All, thould
be judged by All.  Norare their Refolutions to be
confined by any other Rule than Quid ¢ff utile, quid
honeftum, general Juftice, and the general Good.
Religion, Virtue, common Senfe, and the Publick
Peace and Felicity, are the only Counfel to be ad- -
anitted either for the Publick or the Prifoners.
The Confpirators againft Mankind ought to
know, that no Subterfuges, or Tergiverfations ;
no knavith Subtilties, or Pedantic Quirks of
Lawyers ; no Evafions, no Skulkings behind’
known Statutes ; no Combinations, or pretended
Commiffions, fhall be able to fkreen or prote&t
them from publick Juftice. They ought to know,
that there is a Power in being that can follow.
them through all the dark Labyrinths and dou-
bling Meanders ; a Power that can cruth them to:
pieces, though they change into all the Shapes of
Proteus, to avoid the Fury of Hercules: a Power,
confined by no Limitation, but that of publick:
 Juftice and the publick Good ; a Power, that does
not follow Precedents, but makes them ; a Power,
which has this for its Principle, that extraordinary
Crimes ought not to be tried by ordinary Rules,
and that unprecedented Villanies ought to have
unprecedented Punithments.

But though in all Governments, this great Power
muft exift fomewhere, yet it-can rarcly be dele-

: gated
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gated with Prudence to inferior Magiftrates ; who,
out of Ambition, Revenge, or Faétion, or for
Bribes-and Preferments, or out of Fear and Flat-
tery, or in Concert with the ill Meafures or felfith
Intrigues of Statefmen, may pervert fo dangerous
a Truft to the Deftruétion of thofe whom it was

- intended to preferve.

This particularly has been the Cafe of England -
We know by what Means Judges were often
made, and from what"Condu&t they expeéted far-
ther Preferment, and from whom they looked for
Prote&ion : For this Reafon they were, and ought
to be, confined in their Jurifdiction relating to
"T'reafon, and the Manner of Trying it.

Undoubtedly every Intention manifeffed by A&
to deftroy the Conflitution and Governnent, was
‘Treafon by the Common Law of England. e——
But why do I fay of England, fince it is, and
ever was, Treafon in every Country throughout
the World? This Treafon cqually extends to
thofe, who would fubvert eithcr Houfe of Parlia-
ment, or the Rights and Privileges of the People,.
as to thofe who attempt to deftroy the Perfon of
the King, or dethrone him. And indeed, what

" can be more abfurd, than to fuppofe it to be the

higheft Crime to attempt to deftroy one Man, for
no other Reafon but that he is King; and yet not
to fuppofe it the higheft Crime to deftroy that
People for'whofe Benefit alone he was made King,

" . and for whofe Sake indeed there ever was fuch a

Thing in the World ?

But though this Propofition was felf-evident,
and mutft ever be aflented to as foon.as mentioned,
yet, by the Flattery of Priefts andfervile Lawyers,
the Salus Populi, or Security of the State, foon-

E3z -~ came-
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came to fignify only the unbounded Power and
Sovereignty of the Prince ; and it became Treafon
to hinder One, conftituted, and grandly main:
tained out of the People’s Labour and Wealth,
for the publick Safety, from deftroying the pub-
lick Safety. Our Anceftors found, by lamentable
Experience, that unworthy Men, preferred by
corrupt Minifters for unworthy Ends, made Trca-
fons free only of the Court; that the leaflt At-
tempt to oppofc unlimited and unlawful Authority,
was often called Treafon ; and that the higheft
Treafons of all, which were thofe againft the
Commonwealth, might be committed with Im-
punity, Applaufe, and Rewards. :

It was therefore high time to apply an ade-
quate Remedy to an enormous Mifchief, which
ftruck at the whole State, and at the Fortunes
and Lives of every Subje&t in England. ‘The Sta-
tute therefore of the 25th of Edward IIl. was
enacted, which enumerates the feveral Species or
Kinds of Treafcns, which fhall continue to be
efteemed Treafons, and be adjudged fo by the
" King’s Juftices; and are chiefly thofe which re-
late to the King’s Perfon, his Family, and Dig-
nity : Thefe the Parliament thought they might
fafely truft to the Examination of the King’s
Judges, under fuch Limitations and Regulations
as the A& prefents. ‘ :

But it is plain, from the fame A&, that they
did not intend to confine all Treafons to thofe re-
cited there, becaufe it is declared in the following
Words, wiz. If any other Cafe fuppofed Treafon,
not before fpecified, fhall happen before any Fufiices,
they fball flay “Fudgment, till the Caufe be fhewed be-

' ' Jore
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fore the Parliament, whether it ought to be judged

Treafon or hot.
- So that here is a plain Declaration of the Le-
%ﬂature (if any Man can poffibly think fuch a

eclaration wanting) that other Crimes were
Treafon, and ought to be punifhed as Treafon,
(though not by the King’s Judges) befides thofe
recited in the A& ; which were, as has been faid,
defigned only to extend to Treafons which were
committed againft our Lord the King, and his
Royal Majefty, as the A& exprefly fays. And
’tis evident, from the whole Tenor of it, that it
was intended purely to reftrain the unlimited and
exorbitant Jurifdiction affumed by the King's
Courts, in declaring Treafons, and facrificing
by that Means, whom they pleafed- to unlawful
Power. . v

But as to the higheft and moft heinous Trea-
fons of all, fuch as were Treafons againft the
Legiflatare, - and agaiift the whole Body of the
People, for whefe Safety alene there were any
T'reafons againft the King at all, feeing that their
Safety was, in a great meafure, included in his ;
the Parliament referved the Judgment of every
fuch Treafon to themfelves: They did not alter
what was Treafon, but the Judges of it. They
knew that Treafons again{t the Conftitution could
feldom be committed but by Minifters and Favou-
rites of Princes, prote&ed by Power, and fheltered
by Authority ; and that therefore it would be ab-
{urd to truft the Punithment of fuch potent Knaves,
and criminal Favourites, to Judges made by them- -
felves ; Judges, who would neither have Inclina-
tion, Figure, or Charadter, to reach Crimes coun-
L . E4 tenanced
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tenanced, and perhaps authorized, by a Richard Il.
or Edward Il ’

Such Crimes, therefore, were the proper Ob-
je&s of the awful Power of a Legiflature; who
will always be fupported by the People whom they
reprefent, when they exert themfelves for the In-
tereft of that Peojle. A Power, fo fupported,
can make the loftieft Traytor quake. It can fetch
corrupt Minifters out of their dark Recefles, and
make their Heads a Vi&tim to publick Vengeance.
Every wife and good King will lend a wiliing Ear
to their dutiful Remonftrances; he will hearken
" to the importunate Cries of his People, and rea-

dilv deliver up the Authors of their Mifery.

One great Part of their Care, therefore, has
ever been, to call thofe to an Account, who have
abufed the Favour of their Royal Mafter, and en-
deavoured to make him little and contemptible to
his People ; weakening, by fuch Means, his Au-
¢hority , and hazarding his Perfon. This the
Peopic, wim they reprefented, thought they had

- a Right to expe& and demand from them ; and
this Juftice they have often done to their King
and Country.

An excellent Difcourfe concerning Treafons and
Bills of Attainder was publifhed foon after his Ma-
jefty’s Acceffion to the Throne, and fhewed un-
anf{werably, that our Parliaments, in almoft every
Reign fince the Conqueft, claimed and exercifed
this Right, upon extraordinary Occafions ; and
none ever, till lately, oppofed it, but the Crimi-
nals who were to fuffer by it, and their Party :
Some Gentlemen now living can give the beft
Account, why that Book, and the Cries of every

, . honet
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honeft Man, had not their defired Effeét. Ihope
that no Man will be deluded again by any prac--
tifing the fame Arts, and for the fame Reafons
too. ' :
The Length of this Letter will- not allow me
to draw from all thefe Reafonings upon Treafon
fuch Applications as I promifed in my laft, and’
intended in this. I fhall therefore defer thefe Ap-
plications to anothef, and perhaps more proper,
Occafion. In the mean while, I obferve with
Pleafure the noble Spirit fhewn by our Legiflature,
to punifh, with an exemplary Severity, the Mur-
therers of our Credit, and the publick Enemies of*
our Liberty and Profperity. This revives every
drooping Heart, and kindles Joy in every Face,
in fpite of all our Miferies. And this brings Ter~
ror, Trembling, and Palenefs upon the Guilty ;
to fee Death and Deftruion purfuing them clofe,
and befetting them hard on every Side. They
are in the Circumftances and the Agonies of the-
guilty Cain, who juftly feared that every Man.
whom he met would kill him, though there was.
no 'II:aw then in being againft Musther. '

- Fam, &e..

Egs SATVR-



" 82 CATO’s LETTERS.

SATURDAY, January 21, 1720. No. 13.
The Arts of mg'/kading the People by Sounds.

S IR, S
IN furveying the State of the World, one is
often at a great Lofs, whether to afcribe the
political Mifery of Mankind to their own Folly
and Credulity, or to the Knavery and Impudence
- of their pretended Managers. Both thefe Caufes,
in -all Appearance, concur to produce the fame

Evil ; and if there were no Bubbles, there would
be no Sharpers. . '
# Fhere muft certainly be a vaft Fund of Stupi-
dity in ‘Human Nature, elfe Men would not be
caught as they are, a Thoufand times over, by the
fame Snare ;- and while they yet remember their
- paft Misfortunes, go on to court and encourage
the Caufes to which they were owing, and which
will again produce them. ' ’
I will own, however, that Government makes
more.Fools, and more wife Men, than Nature
makes ; and the Difference between- Nation and
Nation, in.Point of Virtue, Sagacity, and Arms,
arifes not from the different Genius of the People ;
which, making very fmall Allowances for the
Difference of Climate, would be the fame under
the fate Regulations ; but from the different Ge-
nius of their political Conftitutions : The one, per-
haps, making common Senfe dangerous, and En-
quiries criminal ; cowing the Spirits of Men, and
rebuking the Sallies of Virtue; while the other,
. at
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~ at the fame time, encourages the Improvement of

the Underftanding, rewards the Difcovery of
Truth, and cultivates, as a Virtue, the Love of
Liberty and of one’s Country. :
Yet even in Countries wheré the higheft Liber-
ty is allowed, and the greateft Light thines, you
generally find certain Men, and Bodies of Men,

fet apart to miflead the Multitude; who are ever

. abufed with Words, ever fond of the worft of

‘Things recommended by good Names, and ever
abhor the beft Things, and the moft virtuous Ac- -
tions, disfigured by ill Names. One of the great
Arts, therefore, of cheating Men, is, to ftudy the
Application and Mifapplication of Sounds— A few
loud Words rule the Majority, I had almoft faid,
the whole World.
- Thus we have heard from our Fathers, and feers
in our own Days, that contemptible Infe&s, born
in Poverty, educated by Charity, and often from
€leaning their MaftersShoes, preferred unexpeétedly
and undefervedly to- Offices and Preferments in- the
Church, bave had the Front to call themfelves
the Church itfelf, and every one its Enemy, who'
defpifed their Meannefs, expofed their reverend
Knavery, and laughed at their Grimace.
.. And thus we have been told of the Times, and’
fome Men now: living remember to have feerf
them, when unworthy Men, who, by Fa&ion
and T'reachery, by mean Compliances- with Power
ot by infolently daring of Authority, having raifed
themfelves to Wealth and Honours, and to the
Power of betraying fome confiderable Truft, have
had the provoking Sawcinefs to call themfelves the
Government; and. théir- own Rogueries his then
Mijefty’s Metfuzes ;.-and the -next Thing was, -t
EETEoY 3 .
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pronounce all thofe Enemies to his then Majefty,
‘who would endeavour to refcue their abufed King
and finking Country out of theu' devouring and
polluted Claws.

In King Charkes 1. sTnme, the great Earl of
Strafford and little Archbifhop Laud told the Na-
tion, that his Majefty’s Meafures were, governing
without Parliaments, a Power without Referve in
the State, a flaming Popith Hierarchy in the
Church, abfolute and abjet Submiffion in the
People, and a Barbarian Army of Irifb Papifts to
fuppert and infure all thefe worthy Meafures. But
the untimely Death of one of thefe Offenders, and
the Imprifonment of the other, broke all thofe fine
Meafures.

In the Reign of Charles I1. Penfionary Parlia-
ments, a general Depravation of Manners, Guards
increafed into Armies, and Popith Religion and a
Popifh Succeflor, Popith Leagues and Proteftant
Wars, were called by wicked Men his Majefty’s
Meafures-; and all honeﬁ Men and good Subjeéts
were c1lled his Majefty’s Enemies: And, when
that Prince faw that thefe Meafures of his Mini-
firy  created endlefs Jealoufies to his People, and
endlefs Unea nes to himfelf, and when he re-
folved to take other Meafures of his own, it is

g.houoht that they put a fhort End to all his Mea-

, When King Fames came to the Crown, though ,
fetting Bigotry apart, he had fome Royal V:rtues,
being a rince of Induftry and good (Economy ;
yet he fuffered himfelf to°be governed by a Set of.
Sycophants, many of them as foolifh as they were
mifchievous. The Eftablithment of bere-faced
Romifh Popery isnthe Chusch, and a lawlefs Ty-"
< ranay -
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ranny in the Prince, became then his Majefty’s
Meafures ; the Minifters,” who advifed and pro-
moted them, called themfelves the Government;
and whoever oppofed his Reafon, his Honefty,
and his publick Spirit, againft thofe Traytors to
the Publick, was charged with flying in the Face
of the Government, and oppofing his Majefty’s
Meafures. In what thefe Meafures ended, is well
known: They coft his Majefty his Kingdoms,
and made him an honourable Beggar in France all
his Life for his daily Bread. -
King William, when he came to the Crown,

" brought with him the Hearts, and Hands, and

the good Wifhes of every honeft Man in England ;
and was fupported by thefe Men through a tedious
and expenfive War, unknown to our Anceftors ;
which, when he had finithed, and the exhaufted
People expe&ted fome Relaxations from their Suf-
ferings, they wertl:\fiven to know by fome Court
Parafites that his Majefty’s Meafures was a ftand-
ing Army in Time of Peace, under the Infpetion
of Parliaments. This unexpefted Spirit in the
Court gave fuch Jealoufy to thofe who were beft
affeCted to his Majefty’s Perfon and Government,

- that with Grief I call to mind the Difficulties and

Anxieties which that great Prince felt ever after-
wards to the End of his Reign.

. As to Queen Anme, I fhall fay no more, than
that it is threwdly fufpe@ed, that what her Maje-
fy’s Miniftry bad the Infolence to call Her Maje-
Sy's Meafures, broke ber Majefty’s Heart. .

" Let Mankind therefore learn Experience from
fo many Misfortunes, and bear no longer to hear
the worft Things called by the beft Names ; nor
fuffer hereafter the brighteft and moft confpicuous

-, . F1ptues

.’
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Virtues of the wifeft and moft beneficent Princes,
to be fullied by Actions which they do not counte-
nance, nor even know of. Let them not permit
the Vices of the worft of Servants to be laid at the

Door of the beft of Mafters.

* We, in this Land, are very fure that we are
bleffed with the beft King in the World, who de-
fires of his People nothing but their own Great-
nefs and Felicity: A Prince, ready to prevent
their Wifhes, and to give them more tharr their
Duty ought to fuffer them to afk. Let us fthew
our Duty to this our great and benevolent Sove-
reign ; let us endeavour to aleviate his Cares, and
. eafe him of all ungrateful Burthens; let us take
upon ourfelves the heavy Labour of cleanfing the
Augean Stables, and of cutting off all the Hydra’s
Heads at once. :

The Law tells us, that the King can do no
Wrong : And, I thank God, we have a King
that would not, if he could. But thegreateft Ser-
- vants to Princes may do Wrong, and often have
done it ; and the Reprefentatives of the People
have an undonbted Right to call them toan Ac-
count for it.

. In Truth, every private Subje& has a Right to

watch the Steps of thofe who would betray thein
Country ; .nor is he to take their Word about the
Motives of their Defigns, but to judge of their
Defigns by ‘the Event. :
"~ This is the Principle of a #big, this the Doc=~

trine of Liberty ; and ’tis as much Knavery to .

deny this Do&rine, as it is Folly to ridicule it.
Some will tell us, that this is fetting up the Mob-
for Statefmen, .and for:the: Cenfurers of States.
The Word Meb does:not at all move me, on. this

T . Occa-
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Occafion, nor weaken the Grounds which I go
upon. It is certain, that the whole People, who
are the Publick, are the beft Judges, whether
Things go ill or well with the Publick. It is
true, that they cannot all of them fee diftant Dan-
gers, nor watch the Motions, and guefs the De-
figns, of neighbouring States: But every Cobler
can judge, as well as a Statefman, whether he can
fit peaceably in his Stall ; whether he is paid for
his Work ; whether the Market, where he buys
his Vi€tuals, be well provided ; and whether a
Dragoon, or a Parifh-Officer, comes to him for
his Taxes, if he pay any. .
Every Man too, even the meaneft, can fee, in
a publick and fudden Tranfition from Plenty to
Poverty, from Happinefs to Diftrefs, whether the
Calamity comes from War, and Famine, and the
Hand of God ; or from Oppreffion, and Mifma-
nagement, and the Villainies of Men. In fhort,
the People often judge better than their Superiors,
and have.not fo many Biafles to judge wrong ;
and Politicians often rail at the People, chiefly be-
caufe they kave given the People Occafion to rail :
Thofe Minifters who cannot make the People
their Friends; it -is ‘to be fhrewdly - fufpeted, do
not deferve their Friendfhip; it is' certain, that
much Honefty, and fmall Management, rarely
mifs togain it.  As Temporal Felicity is the whole
End of Government; fo People will always be
leafed or provoked, as that increafes or abates.
his'Rule will always hold. You may judge of
their Affetion, or Difaffeftion, by the éurthens
which they bear, and the Advantages which they
enjoy. Hcre then is a fure Standard for the Go-
e C verpmens
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vernment to judge of the People, and for the Peo-
ple to judge of the Government.

Ble&'ed be God, and Thanks to our Sovereign,
who has given us a Miniftry that makes all thefe
‘Cautions unneceffary; who will baffle all Calum-
ny, and remove all Sufpicion of Guilt from them-
felves, (if any fuch Sufpicion can be) by being fore-
moft to purfue the Guilty; and will, doubtlefs,
take double Vengeance upon any in publick Au-
thority, (if any fuch can b= found) who fhall ap-
pear to have contributed to our publick Misfor-
tunes; and, in fine, will promote and encourage
a rigorous and ftri¢t Enquiry, wherever any Suf-
picion is given that Enquiry ought to be made.

Such Condué& will difperfe our Fears, reftore
our Credit, give Bread to our Poor, make T'rade
and Manufa&ture flourith again; and, in fome
meafure, compenfate for all our paft Evils, by

iving us a lafting Profpect of eur future Plenty,
eace, and Felicity. —

T Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, Fanuary 28, 1720. No. 14.

The unhappy State of defpotick Princes, compared with
the bappy Lot of fuch as rule by [ettled Laws. — -
How the latter, by abufing their Truft, may forfeit
their Crown,

S TR, . .
T HE beft, the wifeft, and the moft courageous
of defpotick Princes, have frequently lamented

the unhappy Condition into which their Greatnefs
betrayed
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betrayed them. Being often born in Purple, and
educated in Pride and Luxury, they feldlom can .
have any Feeling of the Calamities which the reft
of the World fuffer. They are, befides, fur-
rounded, for the moft part, by the falfeft, the
moft ambitious, and the bafeft of all Men ; with
fuch Mens Eyes they muft therefore fee, with fuch

~Mens Ears they muft likewife hear.

I cannot, in Truth, fce how, in the Nature -
of Things, it can be otherwife: For the mean
Fawning, the fervile Flatteries, the deceitful Cor-
refpondences, the bafe Ingratitude to old Benefac-
tors, and the flavith Compliances with new Friends,
and all the other Arts and Treacheries, which are
neceflary to be put in Praltice, in ordcr to rife in
{uch Courts, or indeed to become Heads of Parties
even in free Governments, make it almoft impof-
fible for a truly great or virtuous Man to-attain to
thofe Stations. :

A good Man will chufe to live in an innocent
Ob:curity, and enjov the internal Satisfation re-
fulting from a juft Senfe of his own Merit, and
Virtue, rather than aim at Greatnefs, by a long
Series of unworthy Arts, and ignoble A&ions ;
whilft the ambitious, the cruel, the rapacious, the
falfe, the proud, the greacherous Part of Mankind,
will be ever thrufting themfelves forward, and en-
deavouring to fparkle in Courts, as well as in the
Eyes of the unthinking Crowd; and, to make
themfelves neceffary, will be continually either
flattering or diftrefling Princes.

Nor can it be expe&ted that Men, who have
been raifed to Power by fuch execrable Means,
fhould ever ufe it to the Benefit of Mankind, or
to any good End. They will always proceed tlixn
.. e
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the fame Steps where they began; and ufe, for the
Support of their Greatnefs, the fame vile Meafures
by which they acquired their Greatnefs, till they
have at length facrificed all Things in Heaverr and
Earth to their Ambition :
There is a fine Paflage, to this Purpofe, in the
thortHiftory of the Emperor Aurelianby Vopifeus :
Et queritur quidem que res malos principes faciat :
Fam primum, Licentia, deinde Rerum Copia, Amici
tmprobi, Satellites deteftandi, Eunuchi avariffimi, Au
lici vel Stulti vel et Deteftabiles, & (quod negari non
poteft) rerum pablicarum Ignorantia. Sed ego a Patrs
mes audiviy Disclefianum principem, jam privatumy,
dixiffe, nibil effe difficilius quambene imperare.  Cil
legunt fe quatuor vel quingue, atque anum confilium
ad decipiendum principem capiunt : Dicunt quod pro-
bandum fit. Imperator, qui domi claufus eff, vera
non novit.  Cogitur hoc tantum [cire quod ilis loquun-
tur : Facit Judices quos fieri non oportet 5 amovet a
Republica quos debebat obtinere. Quid multa 2 Ut
Dioclefianus ipfe dicebat, bonus, cautus, optimus ven-
ditur Imperator. Hiftor. Auguft. Seriptor. Tom. II.
P- 531, 532. )
- ¢ My Friends, (fays the great Emperor Dio-
clefian, to thofe who advifed him to refume the
Empire) you little know how difficult an Un-
dertaking it is to perform the Duty of a Roman
Emperor, and to reign we'l. The few.who
havg Accefs to him, will cabal and confpire to-
gether, and unite in their Counfels to deceive
and betray him. They will ftudy how to flat-
ter him, and never tell himm what it is their
Duty to tell him, and what is his Intereft to
know ; but only what they think will beft pleafe
him. They will thut him up, and, as it were,
) ¢¢ imprifon
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¢¢ imprifon him in his Palace ; and no one fhall
¢ be admitted to his Ear, but by their Leave,
¢ and in their Prefence. So that he fhall never
¢¢ know the Condition of his Aftairs, or be in~
¢ formed of the Cries of his-People, or, indeed,
¢ of any thing but what they think fit to tell him-
¢¢ By their Means he fhall prefer undeferving Men
¢ to the beft Pofts of the Empire, and difgrace
¢¢ the moft worthy of his Subjects, and the moft
¢¢ devoted to his Intereft. But why fhould I la-
¢¢ bour this Point any more, when even the good,
¢¢ the moft difcerning, when the beft and ableft
¢¢ Emperors are bought and fold ? -

But Dioclefian was an arbitrary Prince, whofe
Will was a Law to his Subjects. But it is far
otherwife inlimited Monarchies, where the Prince
governs his People by fixed Rules and known Sta-
tutes ; and where his faithful States have a Right
to reprefent freely, though humbly, their Grievan-
ces to him, and by his Authority to call to Ac-
count, and punith, fuch Betrayers as are before
defcribed.

Happy therefore is that Prince, happy in the
Love of his Subje&s, happy in the juft Applaufe
and dutiful Acknowledgment of Millions of his
Fellow-Creatures, who derive their Felicity from

him! Thrice happy is that Pcople, where the

Conftitution is fo poifed and tempered, and the

Adminiftration fo difpofed and divided into proper

Channels, that the Paflions and Infirniities of the
Prince cannot enter into the Meafures of his Go-
vernment ; where he has in his Power all the
Means of doing Good, and none of doing Il ;
where all beneficent and gracious Acdtions are

owned to flow from his Clemency and Goodnefs;
an
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and where inferior Machines are anfwerable for
all fuch Condu& as may prejudice the Publick.

Such a Government does, in fome Senfe, re-
femble that of Heaven itfelf, where the Sovereign
- Difpofer of all Things can neither will nor do any
thing but what is juft and good: He is reftrained,
by the Excellency of his own Nature, from being
the Author of Evil ; and will call to a fevere Ac-
count all thofe, who would impute their own Un-
righteoufnefs to his Orders or Influence.

Such is the Monarchy of England, where the
Sovereign performs every A& of his Regal Office
by his Authority, without the Fatigue and Anxie-
ty of executing the troublefome Parts of it in his
Perfon. The Laws are chofen and recommended
to him by his Parliament ; and afterwards executcd.
by his J}L'xdges, and other Minifters of Juffice:
‘His Great Seal is kept by his Chancellor : ~His
Naval Power is under the Dire&ion of his High
‘Admiral: And all A&s of Stateand Difcretion are
prefumed to be done by the Advice of his Council.
All which Cihcers aie anfwerable for their Mif-

chaviour, and for all AQions done within their
feveral Provinces, which they have advifed or
could have prevented by giving their Advice, or
by making timely and humble Remonftrances;
\évhich they are obliged to fhew that they have
one.

His Leagues, his Commands, and even his au-
thentick Speeches, are Records. His High Office
confifts in approving Laws chofen by common
Confent ; in executing thofe Laws, and in being
the publick Guardian of the publick Safety : - An
all private Orders, which are inconfiftent with thefe
great Duties, are not the Orders of the Crown;

: nor




CATO’s LETTERS. 93
nor are the AQions done in purfuance of them,
the A&tions of the King, but the Actions of thofe
that do them. He can do no Wrong himfelf, nor’
give Authority to any-one elfe to do Wrong. Every
A& of his muft be lawful, becaufe all unlawful
A&sare not his. Hecan give no Ccmmands, as
a Man, which fhall interfere with thofe which he
gives asaKing. His private Will cannot controul
his publick Will. He commands, as a King, his
Chancellor, and Judges, to a& according to his’
known Laws; and no private Orders to do other-
wife can be valid.

‘The Nation has ever acted upon thefe Maxims,
and preferved fuch a dutiful Refpc& to the Royal
Majefty, as never to fuffer any Guilt to be laid to’
him; but has always heaped double Vengeance
upon fuch Mifcreants as would infinuate, that their
Crimes were approved or countenanced by their
Royal Matfter. : :

~ Here is all the Precaution which can be taken
by human Wifdom to make a happy Prince and
a happy People. The Prince is reftrained in no-
thing, but from doing Mifchief to his Subje&s, and
confequently to himfelf; their true Intereft being
ever the fame: And the People can never have
any Motive to refufe juft Allegiance to their Prince,
whilft the Ligaments of the Conftitution are pre-
ferved entire; that is, whilft Parliaments are fuf-
fered to meet, and the Courts of Juffice remain’
open, and fuch Force.is not ufed againft them as’
diflolves all Relation. Al the Subje&ts of fuch a’
Prince highly honour, and almoft worfhip, him.
He has a vaft Revenue to fupport the Splendor and
Magnificence of his Court at Home, and his Royal
Dignity Abroad : . He has the Power of difpo: gf
: o
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of all Offices: All Honours flow from him: His
Perfon is facred, and not anfwerable for any
Events : He cannot be accountable for any Wrong,
which he is incapable of doing ; and thofe who do
it, fhall be punifhed by his Authority, even though
_it be fuppofed poflible that they could, by falfe
Mifreprefentations, deceive him far enough to ap-
prove it. _
The Examples of Richard H. who, as our
Hiftories tell us, was depofed by the States of his

Kingdom, and of the late King Fames, are no
Inftances to difprove the Truth of this Affertion :’
For neither of them was depofed by his People be-
fore he firft depofed himfelf. No Champions for
Tyranny, or Dogmatizers for unlimited Domi-
nion, have yet afierted, that a Prince may not
refign his Crown by the Confent of his People,
when he declines to hold it any longer .upon the
Conditions on wlhich he firft accepted it. .

- Suppofe a Prince, in any limited Monarchy,
fhould make a publick Declaration to the States of
his Kingdom, That, ‘¢ Whereas the Crown de-
¢¢ fcended to him by the Laws of that Country,
¢ and that all the Power which he was poflefled
¢ of was conferred upon him by thofe Laws;
¢¢ That he well knew that the Prefervation of
¢¢ thofe Laws, which he had fworn to obferve,
¢¢ and the general Good of his People, were the
¢ fole Confiderations of his enjoying that high
¢ Dignity ; and yet, notwithftanding, he refufed
¢ to hold it any longer, upon the Terms upon
¢¢ which he had firft accepted it, and fworn to
¢¢ gbferve ; but that he now renounced that Title,
¢ and would govern them hereafter by his fole
¢ Will and Pleafurc:” I fay, if any fhould do

. this,
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this, the Advocates for lawlefs Power would do
well to tell us, whether fuch a Prince did not make
as effectual a Renunciation and Refignation of his -
Government, as if he difabled himfelf, and refign-
ed it for his Eafe, or from the Satiety of Power.

_And if they allow that he may do all this by Words

fpoken to exprefs his Intentions, I fhould be glad
to know, from thefe Men of Diftinétions, why he
may not do it by a Series of A&ions, which will
more effetually difcover and declare 'his inward
Intentions, and may therefore be more depended
on than any Words can poffibly be ?

I call upon the T'wo famous Univerfities of this
Land for an Anfwer: And, till I have a full one,
thall continue to believe, that what was done, in-
regard to the Abdication of the late King Fames,
was juft and neceffary to be done upon the ‘funda-

" mental Principles of Government ; and, that all

bis Succeflors fince have been rightful and lawfu]
Kings and Queens of this Realm ; and I particu-
larly glory to fay, that no Prince has ever better
deferved that high Title, than our prefent great
and glorious Sovereign, King George.

I am, &c.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, February 4, 1720. No. 15. '

Of Frecdom of Speech: That the fame is infeparable
4 from Publick Liberty.

S IR,

'W ITHOUT Freedom of Thought, there

can be no fuch Thing as Wifdom ; and no
fuch Thing as publick Liberty, without Freedom
of Speech : Which is the Right of every Man, as
far as by it he does not hurt and controul the Right
of another ; and this is the only Check which it
ought to fuffer, the only Bounds which it ought to
know.

This facred Privilege is fo eflential to free Go-
vernment, that the Security of Property ; and the
Freedom of Speech, always go together ; and in
thofe wretched Countries where a Man cannot
eall his Tongue his own, he can fcarce call any
Thing elfe his own.. Whoever would overthrow
the Liberty of the Nation, muft begin by fubduing
the Freedom of Speech ; a Thing terrible to pub-
lick Traytors.

This Secret was fo well known to the Court
of King Charles 1. that his wicked Miniftry pro-
cured a Proclamation to forbid the People to talk
of Parliaments, which thofe Traytors had laid
afide. To affert the undoubted Right of the Sub-
je&t, and defend his Majefty’s Legal Prerogative,
was called DifaffeQtion, and punithed as Sedi-
tion. Nay, People were forbid to talk of Re-
ligion in their Families: For the Priefts had

combined
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combined with the Minifters to cook up T'yranny,
and fupprefs Truth and the Law. While the late
King Fames, when Duke of Yor#, went avowedly
to Mafs ; Men were fined, imprifoned, and un-
done, for faying that he was a Papift : And, that
King Charles 11. might live more fecurely a Papitt,
there was an A&t of Parliament madey declaring it
Treafon to fay that he was one.

That Men ought to fpeak well of their Gover-
nors, is true, while their Governors dceferve to be

- well fpoken of ; but to do publick Mifchief, with-"

out hearing of it, is only the Prerogative and Fe-

licity of Tyranny : A free People will be fhewing

that they are fo, by their Freedom of Speech.
The Adminiftration of Government is nothing
elfe, but the Attendance of the Truftees of the

. Pcople upon the Intereft and Affairs of the People. .

And as it is the Part and Bufinefs of the People,
for whofe Sake alone all publick Matters are, or
ought to be,. tranfalted, to fee whether they be
well or ill tranfalted ; fo it is the Intereft, and
ought to be the Ambition, of all honeft Magi-
ftrates, to have their Deeds openly examined, and

~ publickly fcanned : Only the wicked Governors of

Men dread what is faid of them ; Audivit Tibe-
rius probra queis lacerabitur, atque perculfus eft.
The publick Cenfure was true, elfe he had not
felt it bitter. o L .
Freedom of Speech is ever the Symptom, as
well as the Effe&, of good Government. In old

Rame, all was left to the Judgmentand Pleafure of

the People ; who examined the publick Proceed-
ings with fuch Difcretion, and cenfured thofe wha
adminiftered them ‘with fuch Equity and Mildnefs,
that in the Space of Three Hundred Years, not

Voui. L F - Five
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Five publick Minifters fuffered unjuftly. Indeed,
whenever the Commons proceeded to Violénce,
ithe Great Ones had been the Aggreflors.

Guilt only dreads Liberty of Speech, which
drags it out of its lurking Holes, and expofes its
Deformity and Horror to Day-light. Horatius,
Valerius, Cincinnatus, and other virtuous and un-
defigning Magiftrates of the Romen Common-
weﬁth, had nothing to fear from Liberty of
Speech. Their virtuous Adminiftration, the more
4t was examined, the more it brightened and
gained by Enquiry. When Palerius, in particu-
Jar, was accufed, upon fome flight Grounds, of
affe@ing the Diadem ; he, who was the firft Mi-
nifter of Rome, did not accufe the People for exa-
mining his Conduét, but approved his Innocence
in a Speech to them ; he gave fuch Satisfation to
them, and gained fuch Popularity to himfelf, that
they gave him a new Name ; inde cognomen faltum
Publicolz ¢ff ; to denote that he was their Favou-
xite and their Friend.—Lata deinde leges.— Ante
omnes de provecatime ADVERSUS MAGI-
STRATUS AD POPULUM, Livii lib. ii.

. 8' ’
ume Things afterwards took another Turn:
Rome, with the Lofs of its Liberty, loft alfo its
Freedom of Speech; then Mens Words began to
be feared and watched ; then firft began the poi-
forious Race of Informers, banifhed indeed under
the righteous Adminiftration of Titus, Nerva,
Trajan, Aurebius, &c. but encouraged and enriched
under the vile Miniftry of Sejanus, Tigellinus, Pal
- fas, and Cleander : Querilibet, guod in fecreta nofira
wnon inguirant principus, nifi gues odimus, fays Pliny
to Trajan. ™

- e
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The beft Princes have ever encouraged and
promoted Freedom of Speech ; they knew that
upright Meafures would defend themfelves, and

-that all upright Men would defend them. Taci-

tus, {peaking of the Reigns of fome of the Princes
above-mention’d, fays with Extafy, Rara tempo-
rum felicitate, ubi fentire quee velis, & qua f[entias
dicere liceat : A blefled Time, when you might

“think what you would, and fpeak what you

thought !

The fame was the Opinion and Pratice of the _
wife and virtuous Timoleén, the Deliverer of the
great City of Syracufe {rom Slavery. He being
accufed-by’' Demaenetus, a popular Orator, in a fuill
Affembly of the People, of feveral Mifdemeanors
committed by him while he was General, gave no
other Anfwer, than that He was highly obliged to
the Gods for granting bim a Requef that be had of- -
ten made to them ; namely, That he might live to fee
the Syracufians enjoy that Liberty of Speech whick
they now feemed to be Maflers of.

And that great Commander, M. Marcellus, who

.won more Battles than any Roman Captain of his

Age, being accufed by the Syracufians, while he
was now a fourth Time Conful, of having done
them Indignities and hoftile Wrongs, contrary to
the League, rofe from his Seat in the Scnate, as
foon as the Charge againft him was opened, and
pafling (as a privatea%jlan) into the Place where
the Accufed were wont to make their Def¢nce,

~ -gave free Liberty to the Syracufians to impeach

him : Which, when they had done, he and they
went out of the Court together to attend the Iffue
of the Caufe : Nor did he exprefs the leaft Ill-will
or Rclentment towards thefe his Accufers ; but

Fa being
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being acquitted, received their City into his Pro-
te@ion. Had he been guilty, he would neither
have fthewn fuch Temper nor Courage.
. I doubt not but old Spencer and his Son, who
were the chief Minifters and Betrayers of Ed-
ward. 1. would have been very glad to have ftop-
ped the Mouths of all the honeft Men in England.
They dreaded to be called Traytors, becaufe they
were Traytors. And I dare fay, Queen Elizabeth’s
Walfingham, who deferved no Reproaches, feared
none. Mifreprefentation of publick Meafures is
eafily overthrown, by reprefenting publick Mea-
fures truly : When they are honeft, they ought
to be publickly known, that they may be publicily
commended ; but if they be knavith or pernici-
ous, they ought to be publickly expofed, in order
to be publickly detefted. .
To affert, that King Fames was a Papift and a
. ‘Tyrant, was only fo far hurtful to him, as it was
true of him ; and if the Earl of Strafford had not
deferved to be impeached, he need not have feared
a Bill of Attainder. If our Direftors and their
.Confederates be not fuch Knaves as the World
* thinks them, let them prove to all the World,
that the World thinks wrong, and that they are
guilty of none of thofe Villainies which all the
‘World lays to their Charge. Others too, who
would be’thought to have no Part of their Guilt,
.muft, before they are thought innocent, thew that
they did all that was in their Power to prevent
that Guilt, and to check their Proceedings.
Freedom of Speech is the great Bulwark of
.Liberty ; they profper and die together : And it is
the Terror of Traytors and Oppreflors, and a
Barrier againft them. It produces excellent Wri-
. ters,
2, '
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ters, and encourages Men of fine Genius. Tacitus
tells us, that the Roman Commonwealth bred great
and numerous Authors, who writ with equal Bold-
nefs and Eloquence : But when it was enflaved,
thofe great Wits were no more.— Poffquam bella-
tum apud Afium ; atque omnem potefiatem ad unum
conferrs pacis interfuit, magna tlla ingenia ceffere.
Tyranny had ufurped the Place of Equality, which
is the Soul of Liberty, and deftroyed publick Cou-
rage. The Minds of Men, terrified by unjuft
Power, degenerated into all the Vilenefe and Me-
thods of Servitude : Abje& Sycophancy and blind
Submiffion grew the only Means of Preferment,
and indeed of Safety ; Men durft not open their
Mouths, but to flatter. . .

Pliny the Younger obferves, that this Dread of
Tyranny had fuch Effe&, that the Secnate, the
great Roman Senate, became at laft ftupid and
dumb : Mutam ac [edentariam affentiends neceffita~
tem. Hence, fays he, our Spirit and Genius are
ftupified, broken, and funk for ever. And in one
of his Epiftles, fpeaking of the Works of his-
Uncle, he makes an Apology for eight of them,,
as not written with the fame Vigour which was to.
be found in the reft ; for that thefe eight were
written in the Reign of Nero, when the Spirit of
Writing was cramped by Fear ; Dubii fermonis oéto
feripfit fub Nerone—cum omne ffudiorum genus pau-:
lo liberius & erectius periculofum fervitus feciffet.

All Minifters, therefore, who were Oppreflors,
or intended to be Oppreflors, have been loud, in
their Complaints againft Freedom of Speech, and:
the Licence of the Prefs; and always reftrained,
or endeavoured to reftrain, both. In ccenfequence-
of this, they have brow-beaten Writers, punifhed-

g F 3 them
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them violently, and againft Law, and burnt their
Works. By all which they fhewed how much
Truth alarmed them, and how much they were
at Enmity with Truth. A

There is a famous Inftance of this in Tacrtus :
He tells us, that Cremutius Cordus, Having in his
Annals praifed Brutus and Caffius, gave Offence to
Sejanus, Firft Minifter, and to fome inferior Syco-
phants in the Court of Tiberius ; who, confcious
of their own Chara&ters, took the Praife beftowed
on every worthy Roman, to be fo many Reproaches
pointed at themfelves: They therefore complain
of the Book to the Senate ; which, being now
only the Machine of Tyranny, condemned it to
be burnt,  But this did not prevent its fpreading.
«—Libros cremandas cenfuere Patres 5 [ed manferunt
occultati & editi : Being cenfured, it was the more
fought after. From bhence, fays Tacitus, we may
wonder at the Stupidity of thofe Statefmen, who hope
1o extinguifh, by the Terror of their Power, the M-
mory of their Aftions 5 for quite otherwife, the Pu-
nifbment of good Writers gains Credit to their Wri-
tings : Nam contra, punitis ingeniis, glifcit aultori-
tas. Nor did ever any Government, who pra&tifed
impolitick Severity, get any thing by it, but In-
famy to themfelves, and Renown to thofe who
fuﬂz’red under it. This alfo is an Obfervation of
Tacitus : Neque aliud reges, qui ea [zvitie ufi funt,
nifi dedecus fibi, atque gloriam illis peperere.

. Freedom of Speech, therefore, being of fuch
infinite Importance to the Prefervation of Liberty,
every one who loves Liberty ought to encourage
Freedom of Speech. Hence it is that I, living in
a Country of Liberty, and under the beft Prince
upon: Earth, fhall take this very favourable Oppor-

. : tunity

7




CATO’s LETTERS 108
tunity of ferving Mankind, by warning them of
the hideous Mifchiefs that d\e{ will fuffcr, if ever:
corrupt and wicked Men fhall hereafter get Pof-
feflion of any State, and the Power of betraying
their Mafter: And, in order to do this, I will
fhew them. by what Steps they will probably pro-
ceed to accomplith their traiterous Ends. ‘This.
may be the Subje& of my next. .

;alerim Maximus tells us, that Lemtulus Mar-
¢ellinus, the Roman Conful, having complained, in.
a popular Affembly, of the overgrown Power of
Pompey ; the whole People anfwered him with a
Shout of Approbation: Upon which the Conful
told them, Shout on, Gentlemen, fhout on, and ufe
thaofe bold Signs of Liberty while you may ; for I do.
not know who ling they will be allrwed you..

" God be thanked, we Englifbmen have neither
loft our Liberties, nor are in Danger of, lofing

. them. Let us always cherifh this matchlefs Blef-

fing, almoft peculiar to ourfelves ; that our Pofte-
ity may, many Ages hence, afcribe their Free-
dom to our Zeal. The Defence of Liberty is a
noble, a heavenly Office ; which can only be per-
formed where Liberty is: For, as the fame Vale-
rius Maximus obferves, Quid ergo Libertas fine
‘Catone? Non magis quam Cato fine Libertate.

G 1 am, e
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SATURDAY, February 11, 1720. No. 16.

The Leaders of Parties, their ufual Views.— Advice
to all Parties to be no longer mifled.

S IR,

HE wife Sancho Pancha defired that hlS Sub-
‘ je&ts, in the promifed Ifland, might be all
Blacks, becaufe he would fell them. And this
feems to be the firft inodeft, and, as I think, the
only reafonable Defire of the Leaders of all Par-
tics ; for no Man will be at the Expence and Fa-
tigue of Body and Confcience, which is neceflary
to lead a Fation, only to be difturbed and an-
noyed by them.

A very great Authorlty * has told us, that
*Tis worth no Man’s Time to ferve a Party, anl?} be
can now and then get good Fobbs by it. ‘This, I can
fufely' fay, has been the conftant Principle and
Prattice of every leading Patriot, ever fince I have
been capable of obferving publick Tranfacions ;
the primum Mobile, the Alpha and Omega of all
their Aétions : They all profefled to have in View
only the Publick Good ; yet every one fhewed he
only meant his own ; and all the while the great
as well as little Mob the procerum turba Mobi-
lium, contended as ﬁercely for their Leaders, as if
their Happinefs or Mifery depended upon the Face,
the Cloaths, or Title of the Perfons who rcbbed
and betrayed them. Thus.the Highwayman

* This was fuid to have heen fioken by a certain
Lord Chancellor in-former Tinies, fid
al
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faid to the Traveller, Pray, Sir, leave your Watch

" and Money in my Hands ; or elfe, by G—, you will

be robbed. a

Pound a Fool in 2 Mortar, and he.comes out
never the wifer; no Experience will make the
Bulk of Mankind fo, or put them upon their
Guard ; they will be caught over and over again
by the fame Baits and ftale Stratagems : No fooner
is a Party betrayed by one Head, but they rail at
him, and fet up another ; and when this has ferved
them in the fame Manner, they choofe a Third ;
and put full Confidence in every one of them fuc-

ceflively, though they all make the fame Ufe of -

their Credulity ; that is, put a Price upon their
Calves Heads, and fell them ; which, however,
they have the lefs Reafon to complain of, becaufe.
the{ would have all done the fame. -
affure you, Sir, that I have not the leaft:
Hopes in this Letter to make Men honefter, but
I would gladly teach them a little more Wit ;
that is, I would advife any one who is contented
to be fold, that he receive the Money himfelf,.
and take good Care of One, whatever becomes
of his Neighbours ; as fome difcreet Perfons have
Iately done. Whatever Bargains are ftruck up-
amongft the Betrayers of their Country, we muit
find the Money, and pay both Sides. How wife
and advantageous would it then be for us, not to
intereft ourfelves in the Agreements or Squabbles
of ambitious Men, who are building their For-
tunes upon our. Ruin? Once upon a Time, a

French Embaflador defired an Audience of the. .

Grand Vizier, and in pompous French-Fuftian no-

~ tified to him, that his Mafter had won a great
Victory over the Germans; to which that wife-

Fs Minifter

T oy mses. e
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Minifter anfwered laconically, hat is it to me,
if the whole Herd. of Unbelievers, like Dogs, mutu-
;IZ; worry one ansther, fo that my Mafler’s Head be
afe

This Letter of Advice is not intended for thofe
~who fhare already in the publick Spoils, or who,
like Jackalls, hunt down the Lion’s Prey, that
they may have the picking of the Bones, when
their Mafters are glutted. But I would perfuade
the poor, the injured, the diftrefled People, to be
no Jonger the Dupes and Property of Hypocrites
and Traytors. But very few can fhare in the
Wages of Iniquity, and all the reft muft fuffer;
the People’s Intereft is the-publick Intereft; it
fignifies the fame Thing : Whatever thefe Betray-
ers of their Country get, the People muft lofe;
and, what is worfe, muft lofe a great deal more
than the others can get ; for fuch Confpiracies and
Extortions cannot be fuccefsfully carried on, with-
out deftroying or injuring Trade, perverting Ju-
ftice, corrupting the Guardians of the publick Li-
berty, and the almoft total Diflolution of the

Principles of Government. ,
Few can receive the Advantages arifing from
publick Misfortunes ; and therefore methinks few
fhould defire them. Indeed, I can eafily fec how
Men of defperate Circumftances, or Men guilty
of defperate Crimes, can find their Account in 2
general Confufion of all Things. Ican fee how
thofe Priefts, who aim at Tyranny, can find their
Intereft in the Lofs of publick Liberty, in the
Reftraint of the Prefs, and in introducing a Reli-
gion which deftroys Chriftianity : There are Rea-
fons too at hand, why ambitious Men thould, per
Jas & nefas, grafp at the Pofleflion of immenfe
: .- Wealth,

2




>

B =

CAT0Os LETTERS. 107

Wealth, high Honours, and exorbitant Power :
But that the Gentry, the Body of the People ina
free Nation, fhould become the Tools and Inftru-
ments of Knaves and Pick-pockets; fhould lift
themfelves in their Quarrels, and fight their Bat-
tles ; and this too, often at the Expence, and by
the Violation of good Neighbourhood, near Rela-
tion, private Friendfhip : That Men of great Eftates
and Quality, for fmall and trifling Confiderations,
and fometimes none at all, fhould promote wild,
villainous Projecs, to the Ruin of themfelves and

- Country, by making precarious their own Titles

to their Lives, Eftates, and Liberties, is fome-
thing fo ftupendous, that it muft be thought im~

pofhible, if daily Experience did not convince us.

that it is more than poflible.

I have often feen honeft Tories foolifhly de-
fending knavith Tories ; and untainted #higs pro-
teCting corrupt Whigs, even in Inftances where
they alted againft the Principles of all #/bigs ; and
by that Means depreciated Whiggifm itfelf, and
gave the ftupid Herd Occafion to believe that they
had no Principles at all, but weré only a fa&tious
Combination for Preferment and Power.

It is high Time, at laft, for the Bubbles of all
Parties, for Whigs and Fories, for High Church
and Low Church, to come to an Eclairciffement,
and o longer fuffer themfelves to be bought and

fold by their Drivers: Let them ceafe to be.
“Calves and Sheep, and they will not be ufed like-

Calves and Sheep. If they can be perfuaded now
and then to confer Notes, they will find, that
for the moft part the Differences between them
are not material ; that they take only different
Meafures to attain the fame '3 that they hive
e ue
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but one common Intereft, which is the Intereft of
their Country ; and that is, to be freed from Op-
geﬂion, and to punith their Oppreflors : Whofe
ratice, on the contrary, will always be to form
Parties, and blow up Fations to mutual Animo-
fities, that they may find Protection in thofe Ani+
mofitics. !
. Let us not therefore, for the Time to come,
fuffer ourfelves to be engaged in empty and perni-
cious Contentions ; which can only tend to make
us th: Property and Harveft of Pickpockets: Let
us learn to value an honeft Man of another Party,
more than a Knave of our own: Let the only
Contention be, who fhall be moft ready to fpew
out their own Rogues ; and I will be anfwerable
that all other Differences will foon be at an End.
Indeed, there had been no fuch Thing as Party
now in England, if we had not been betrayed by
thofe whom we_trufted. ,

Through the Villainy and knavifh Defigns of
Leaders, this Nation has loft feveral glorious Op-.
portunities of refcuing the Conftitution, and fet-
tling it upon a firm and folid Bafis: Let us not
therefore, by the like Practices, lofe the prefent
favourable Offer : Let us make Earnings of our
Misfortunes, and accept our Calamities as an Op-
portunity thrown into our Laps by indulgent Pro-
vidence, to fave ourfelves ; and not again foolifhly
and ungratefully reje& and fpurn at the Intima-
tions and Invitations of Heaven, to preferve our
Prince and Country. ,

Machiavel tells us, that no Government can
long fubfift, but by recurring often to its firft
Principles ; but this can never be done while Men
live at Eafe and in Luxury ; for then they canng;

e
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be perfuaded to fee diftant Dangers, of which they
feel no Part. The Conjun&tures proper for fuch
Reformations, are when Men are awakened by
Misfortunes, and frighted with the Approach and
near View of prefent Evils ; then they will wifh
for Remedies, and their Minds are prepared to re-
ceive them, to hear Reafons, and to fall into Mea-
fures propofed by wife Men for their Security.
The great Authority juft quoted informs us what
Meafures and Expedients are neceflary to fave a
State under fuch Exigencies : He tells us, that as

~a Tyranny cannot be eftablifhed but by deftroying

Brutus ; fo a free Government is not to be pre-
ferved but by deftroying Brutus’s Sons. Let us
therefore put on a Refolution equal to the mighty
LOccafion : Let us exert a Spirit worthy of Britons,
worthy of Freemen who deferve Liberty. Let us
take Advantage of the Opportunity, while Mens
Refentments boil high, whilft lefler Animofities
feem to be laid afide, and moft Men are fick of
Party and Party-Leaders ; and let us, by all pro-~
per Methods, exemplarily punifh the Parricides,
and avowed Enemies of all Mankind. o
Let ncither private Acquaintance, perfonal Al-
liance, or Party Combination, ftand between: us
and our Duty to our Country : Let all thofe who
have a common Intereft in the publick Safety,

- join in common Meafures to defend the publick

Safety : Let us purfue to Difgrace, Deftrution,
and even Death, thofe who have brought this
Ruin upon us, let them be ever fo great, or ever
fo many : Let us ftamp and deep engrave, in Cha-
racters legible to all. Eurgpe at prefent, and to all
Pofterity hereafter, what Vengeance is due to
Crimes, which have no lefs Obje&s in View th&n

' e
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the Ruin of Nations, and the Deftru&@ion of Mil-
. lions: They have made many bold, defperate, and
wicked Attempts to deftroy us; let us firike one
honeft and bold Stroke to deftroy them.

Theugh the Defigns of the gonfpirators thould
be laid as deep as the Center, though they fhould
raife Hell itfelf in their Quarrel, and fhould fetch
Legions of Votaries from thence to avow their
Proceedings ; yet let us not leave the Purfuit, till
we have their Skins and Eftates: We know, by
paft Experience, that there are thofe amongft us,
who will be glad to quit the Chafe, when eur Vil-
lains, like Beavers, drop what they are ufually
hunted for ; but the Nation is now too much pro-
voked, and too muchinjured, to fuffer themfelves
to be again fo betrayed.

We have Heaven to dire& us, a glorious King .
to lead us, and a wife and faithful Parliament to
affift and prote& us: Whilft we have fuch a King,,
and fuch a Parliament, every worthy Briton cries-
out aloud,
: Manus hec inimica Tyrannis
Enfe petit placidam, fub libertate quictems.

T Fam, &
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SATURDAY, February 18 1720. No 17.

i }Vlmt Meafures are actually taken by wzcéed and _
defperate Miniflers to ruin and enflave their
X Country.

" § IR,
- AS under the beft Princes, and the beft Servants
to Princes alone, it is fafe to fpeak what is
true of the worft; fo, according to my former
Promife to the Pubhck I fhall take the Advantage
of our excellent King’s moft gentle Govemmem,
and the virtuous Adminiftration of an uncorrupt
i Miniftry, to warn Mankind againft the Mifchiefs
. which may hereafter be dreaded from corrupt ones. !
. It is too true, that every Country in the World
¢  has fometimes groaned under that heavy Misfor-
tune, and our own as much as any; though I
cannot allow it to be true, what Monfieur 4 /7t
has long fince obferved, that the Engli/b Court has
always been the mo@} thievith Court in £ urope.
Few Men have been defperate enough to attack
openly, and barefaced, the Liberties of a free
People. Such avowed Confpirators can rarely fuc-
ceed: The Attempt would deftroy itfelf. Even -
when the Enterprize is begun and vifible, the End.
muft be hid, or denied. It is the Bufinefs and
Policy of Traytors, fo to difguife their Treafon:
with plaufible Names, and fo to recommend it
with popular and bewitching Colours, that they
them{elves fhall be adored, while their Work is de+
te&ed and yet carried on by thofe that detef'tI}; :
us
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Thus one Nation has been furrendered to ano-
ther under the fair Name of mutual Alliance : The
Fortrefles of a Nation have been given up, or at-
tempted to be given up, under the frugal Notion
of faving Charges to a' Nation ; and Commen-’
wealths have been trepanned into Slavery, by
Troops raifed or increafed to defend them from
Slavery. ,

It may therefore be of Service to the World, to
fhew what Meafures have been taken by corrupt
Minifters, in fome of our neighbouring Countries,
to ruin and enflave the People over whom they
prefided ; to thew by what Steps and Gradations
of Mifchief Nations have been undone, and con-
fequently what Methods may be hereafter taken
to undo others : And this Subje& I rather choofe,
becaufe my Countrymen may be the more fenfible
of, and know how to value the ineftimable Blef-
fing of living under the beft Prince, and the beft

. eftablithed éovernment in the Univerfe, -where
we have none of thefe Things to fear.

Such Traytors will probably endeavour firft to-
get their Prince into their Pofleffion, and, like
Sejanus, fhut him up in a little Ifland, or perhaps
make him a Prifoner in his Court ; whilft, with
full Range, they devour his Dominions, and
plunder his SubjeGs. When he is thus fecluded

‘from the Accefs of his Friends, and the Know-
ledge of his Affairs, he muft be content with fuch
Mifreprefentations as they fhall find expedient to
give him. Falfe Cafes will be ftated, to juftify
wicked Counfel ; wicked Counfel will be given,
to procure unjuft Orders. He will be made to-
miitake his Foes for his Friends, his Friends for
.., Foes ; and to believe that his Affairs are in the-

' " higheft
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higheft Profperity, when they are in the greateft
Diftrefs ; and that publick Matters go on in the
greateft Harmony, when they are in the utmoft
Cenfufion. . ]

They will be ever contriving and forming wick-
ed and dangerous Projets, to make the People
poor, and themfelves rich ; well knowing that
Dominion follows Property ; that where'there are
Wealth and Power, there will be always Crowds
of fervile Dependents ; and that, on the contrary,
Poverty dejeéts the Mind, fathions it to Slavery,
and renders it unequal to any generous Underta-
king, and incapable of oppofing any bold Ufurpa-
tion. They will {quander away the publick Mo-
ney in wanton Prefents to Minions, and their
Creatures of Pleafure or of Burthen, or in Pen-
fions to mercenary and worthlefs Men and Wo-
men, for vile Ends and traiterous Furpofes.

They will enﬁage their Country in ridiculous,
expenfive, fantaftical Wars, to keep the Minds
of Men in continual Hurry and Agitation, and
under conftant Fears and Alarms ; and, by fuch
Means, deprive them both of Leifure and Incli-
nation to look into publick Mifcarriages. Men,
on the contrary, will, inftead of fuch Infpettion,
be difpofed to fall into all Meafures offered, feem-
ingly, for their Defence, and will agree to every
wild Demand made by thofe who are betraying
them.

When they have ferved their Ends by fuch
Wars, or have other Motives to make Peace,
they will have no View to the publick Intereft ;
buc will often, to procure fuch Peace, deliver
up the Strong-Holds of their Country, or its

Colonics for Trade, to open Enemies, fufpeéted
, Friends,
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Friends, or dangerous Neighbours, that they
Ir‘nay not be interrupted in their domeftick De-
igns.

gThey will create Parties in the Commonwealth,
or keep them up where they already are ; and, by
playing them by Turns upon each other, will rule
both. By making the Guelfs afraid of the Ghibe
fines, and thefe afraid of the Guelfs, they will
make themfelves the Mediums and Balance be-
tween the two Fa&ions ; and both Fadtions, in
their Turns, the Props of their Authority, and
the Inftruments of their Defigns.

They will not fuffer any Men, who have once
tafted of Authority, though perfonally their Ene-
mies, and whofe Pofts they enjoy, to be called to
an Account for paft Crimes, though ever fo enor-
mous. They will make no fuch Precedents for
their own Punithment ; nor cenfure Treafon,
which they intend to commit. On the contrary,
they will form new Confpiracies, and invent new
Fences for their own Impunity and Prote&ion ;
and endeavour to engage fuch Numbers in their
Guilt, as to fet themfelves above all Fear of Pu~
nifhment.

. They will prefer worthlefs and wicked Men,
and not fuffer a Man of Knowledge or Honefty
to come near them, or enjoy a Po{% under them.
They will difgrace Men of Virtue, and ridicule
Virtue itfelf, and laugh at Publick Spirit. They
will put- Men into Employments, without any
Regard to the Qualifications for thofe Employ-
ments, or indeed to any Qualifications at all, but
as they contribute to their Defigns, and fhew a
ftupid Alacrity to do-what they are bid. They
muft be ecither Fools or Beggars ; either void of
. Capa-
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Capacity to difcover their Intrigues, or of Credit
and Inclination to difappoint them.

They will promote Luxury, Idlenefs, and Ex-
pence, and a general Depravation of Manners, by
their own Example, as well as by Connivance and'
publick Encouragement. This will not only di-
vert Mens Thoughts from examining their Beha-

‘viour and Politicks, but likewife let them loofe

from all the Reftraints of private and publick Vir-
tue. From Immorality and Excefles they will fall
into Neceflity ; and from thence into a fervile De-
pendence upon Power.

In order to this, they will bring into Fafhion
Gaming, Drunkennefs, Gluttony, and profufe
and coftly Drefs. They will debauch their Coun-
try with forcign Vices, and foreign Inftruments of
vicious Pleafures ; and will contrive and encourage
publick Revels, nightly Difguifes, and debauched
Mummeries.

. They will, by all pra&icable Means of Oppref-

" fion, provoke the People to Difaffection ; and then

make that DifaffeGion an Argument for new Op-

* preflion, for not trufting them any further, and

for keeping up Troops ; and, in fine, for depriv-
ing them of Liberties and Privileges, to which they
are entitled by their Birth, and the Laws of their

- Country.

If fuch Mcafures thould ever be taken in any
free Country, where the People choofe Deputies to
reprefent them, then they will endeavour to bribe
the Ele&ors in the Choice of their Reprefentatives,

and fo to get a Council of their own Creatures 3

and where they cannot fucceed with the Elec-
tors, they will endeavour to corrupt the Depu-
ties after they arc chofcn, with the Money ngfm

or
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for the publick Defence ; and to draw into the
Perpetration of thcir Crimes thofe very Men,
from whom the betrayed People expe&t the Re-
- drefs of their Grievances, and the Punifhment of
thofe Crimes. And when they have thus made
the Reprefentatives of the People afraid of the
" People; and the People afraid of their Reprefen-
tatives ; then they will endeavour to perfuade
thofe Deputies to feize the Government to them-
felves, and not to truft their Principals any longer
with the Power of refenting their Treachery and
I-Ufage, and of fending honefter and w1fer Men
in their room.
. But if the Conftitution fhould be fo ftubbornly
framed, that it will ftill preferve itfelf and the
Peopl¢’s Liberties, in fpite of all villainous Con-
trivances to deftroy both ; then muft the Confti-
tution itfelf be attacked and broken, becaufe it
will not bend. There muft be an Endeavour,
under fome Pretence of publick Good, to alter a
Balance of the Government, and to get it into the
fole Power of their Creatures, and of fuch who
will have conftantly an Intereft diftinét from that
of the Body of the People. ,
But if all thefe Schemes for the Ruin of the
Publick, and their own Impunity, fhould fail
them ; and the worthy Patriots of a free Country
fhould prove obftinate in Defence of their Country,
and refolve to call its Betrayers to a ftri¢t Account ;
there is then but one thing left for fuch Traytors
to do ; namely, to veer about, and, by joining
with the Enemy of their Prince and Country,
eomplete their Treafon.
I have fomewhere read of a Favourite and
F irft Minifter to a neighbouring Prince, long fince
dead,
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dead, who played his Part fo well, that, though
he had, by his evil Counfels, raifed a Rebellion,
and a Conteft for the Crown ; yet he preferved
himfelf a Refource, whoever got the better : If
his old Mafter fucceeded, then this Achitophel, by
the Help of a bafled Rebellion, ever favourable to
Princes, had the Glory of fixing his Mafter in
abfolute Power : But, as his brave Rival got the

‘Day, Achitophel had the Merit of betraying his old

Matfter to plead ; and was accordingly taken into
Favour. :

Happy therefore, thrice happy, are we, who
can be unconcerned Spe&ators of the Miferies
which the greateft Part of Eurspe is reduced to
fuffer, having loft their Liberties by the Intrigues
and Wickednefs of thofe whom they trufted ;
whilft we continue in full Enjoyment of ours, and

.can be 'in no Danger of lofing them, while we

have fo excellent a King, affifted and obeyed by
I am, &c.

. SATURDAY, February 25, 1720. No. 18.
The terrible Tendency of publick Corruttion toruina.

State, exemplified in that of Rome, and applied

to our own. .

SIR, :

VE NALIS civitas mox peritura fi emptorum

- invenias ! ** Mlercenary City, ripe tor Deftruc-

¢ tion, and juft ready to deliver up thyfelf, and
¢ all thy Liberties, to the firft Bidder, who is

¢ able

!
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¢¢ able to buy thee I”” faid the great King Fugur-
tha, when he was leaving Rome. Rome the Nurfe
of Heroes, the Miftrefs of Nations, the Glory of
Empires, and the Source, the Standard, and Pat-
tern of Virtue and Knowledge, and, indeed, of
every Thing which ever was praife-worthy and
valuable amongft Men, was foon after fallen, f.l-
len Ten Thoufand Thoufand Fathoms deep in the
Abyfs of Corruption and Impiety : No more of
that publick Spirit appeared, that rendered it ami-
able, as well as terrible, to the World : It had
conquered by its Virtue more than its Arms: It
had commanded a willing Subjetion from the nu-
merous Nations, who readily acknowledged its fu-
perior Genius and natural Right to Empire, and
afterwards their own Condition to be graced by the
Dignity of fuch a Miftrefs.

¢ But (fays the Abbot Vertor) about this Time
another Nation feemed to appear upon the
¢¢ Stage: A general Corruption foon fpread itfelf
¢ through all Degrees of the State : Juftice was
¢¢ publickly fold in the Tribunals : The Voices of
¢¢ the People went to the higheft Bidder ;- and the
“¢¢ Confuls, having obtained that great Poft by In-
“¢ trigues, or by %ribery, never now made War
¢ but to enrich themfelves with the Spoils of Na-
¢ tions, and often to plunder thofe very Provin-
¢¢ ces,. which their Duty bound them to prote&
¢ and defend.—The Provinces were obliged to
¢ fupply thefe prodigious Expences : The Gene-
¢¢ rals poflefled themfelves of the Revenues of the
¢¢ Commonwealth ; and the Stdte was weakened
¢¢ in proportion as its Members became powerful.
© ¢¢ —1It was fufficient Calour for rifing tbePeepleé

- (13 an
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¢¢ and laying new Impofts, if they did but give
¢¢ thofe Exactions a new Name.

¢¢ There arofe on a fudden, and as it were
¢¢ by Enchantment, magnificent Palaces, whofe
¢¢ Walls, Roofs, and Cielings were all gilded :
¢¢ It was not enough that thejr Beds and Tables
¢¢ were all of Silver; that rich Metal muft alfo be
¢¢ carved and adorned with Baffo Relievo’s, pers

~ ¢ formed by the moft excellent Artifts.—All the

¢¢ Money of the State was in the Hands of “the.
¢¢ Great Men, the Publicans, and certain Freed-
€¢ men richer than their Mafters. :
He fays, ** It would make a Volume to repre-
fent the Magnificence of their Buildings, the.
¢¢ Richnefs of their Habits, the Jewels they wore,
¢¢ the prodigious Number of Slaves, Freed-men,
¢¢ and Clients, by which they were conftantly at-
¢¢ tended, and efpecially the Expence and Profu-
¢¢ fion of their Tables : %‘hey were not contented,
¢¢ if, in the midft of Winter, the Falernian Wine
¢¢ that was prefented them was not ftrewed with
¢¢ Rofes ; and cooled in Veflels of Gold in Sum-
¢¢ mer : Their Side-Boards groaned under the
¢¢ Weight and Load of Plate, both Silver and
¢¢ Gold: They valued the Feaft only by the Coft-
¢¢ linefs of the Dithes that were ferved up ; Phea-
¢¢ fants muft be fetched for them through all the
¢¢ Dangers of the Sea; and, to complete their
Corruption, after the Conqueft of Afa, they
began to introduce W omen-Singers and Dancers
¢¢ into their Entertainments. )

¢¢ What Defenders of Liberty, fays be, are
¢¢ here? What an Omen of approaching Sla-
<¢ very ! None could be greater, than to fee
$¢ Valour lefs regarded in a State than Luxury ?

“to
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¢ to fee the poor Officer languithing in the ob-
¢¢ {cure Honours of a Legion, whilft the Gran-
¢¢ dees concealed their Cowardice, and dazzled
¢¢ the Eyes of the Publick, by the Magnificence
<< of their Equipage, and the Profufion of their
¢¢ Expence.” .
But what did all this Profufion and Magnifi-
cence produce ? Pleafure fucceeded in the room
of Temperance, Idlenefs took place of the Love
“of Bufinefs, and private Regards extinguifhed that
‘Love of Liberty, that Zeal and Warmth, which
their Anceftors had thewn for the Intereft of the
Publick ; Luxury and Pride became. fathionable ;
atl Ranks and Orders of Men tried to outvie one
another in Expence and Pomp ; and when, by fo
doing, they had fpent their private Patrimonies,
. ‘they endeavoured to make Reprifals upon the Pub-
fick ; and, having.before fold every.thing elfe, at
laft fold their Country. ‘
¢ The publick Treafure was fquandered away,
and divided amongft private Men ; and new De-
mands made, and new Taxes and Burdens laid
‘upon the People, to continue and fupport this Ex-
travagance. Such Conduét in the Great Ones oc-
cafioned Murmurings, univerfal Difcontent, and
‘at laft Civil Wars. The People threw them-
felves under different Heads or Leaders of Par-
ties, who all afpired to make themfelves Mafters
of the Commonwealth, and of the publick Li-
‘berty.; and, during the Struggle, Rome and all
Italy was but one Slaughter-Houfe. Thoufands,
Hundreds of Thoufands, fell Sacrifices to the
‘Ambition of a few: Rivers of Blood ran in the
publick Streets, and Profcriptions and Maffacres
were efteemed Sport and Paftime ; till at lfi‘.gth
. wo
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Two Thirds of the People were deftroyed, and
the reft made Slaves to the moft wicked and con-
temptible Wretches of Mankind. .

- Thus ended the greateft, the nobleft State that
ever adorned the worldly Theatre, that ever the
Sun faw : It fell a Vi&tun to Ambition and Fac-
tion, to bafe and unworthy Men, to Parricides
and Traytors ; and every other Nation muft run
the fame Fortune, expect the fame fatal Cataftro-
phe, who fuffer themfelves to be debauched with
the fame Vices, and are actuated by the fame Prin-
ciples and Paffions. :

I wifh I could fay, that the Abbot Pertet’s De-
{cription of the Roman State, in its laft Declen~
fion, fuited no other State in our own Time. I
hope that we ourfelves have none of thefe Corrup-
‘tions and Abufes to complain of : I'am fure, if
we have, that it is high Time to reform them, and
to prevent the difmal Evils which they threaten. -
It is wild to think that there is any otler Way to
-prevent the Confequence, without preventing the
Corruption, and the Caufes which produce it :
Mankind will be always the fame, will always a&
within one Circle ; and when we know what they
did a Thoufand Years ago in any Circumftance,
we fhall know what they will do a Thoufand

-Years hence in the fame. This is what is called

‘Experience, the fureft Miftrefs and Leflon of Wif-
dom. . »

Let us therefore grow wife by the Misfortunes
of others: Let us make Ufe of the Roman Lan-
guage, as a Vehicle of good Senfe, and ufeful In-
{tru@ion ; and not ufe,it like Pedants, Priefts, and
Pedagogues. Let their Virtues and their Vices, and
the Punithment of them too, be an Example to

- Vou. L G us ;
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us ; and fo prevent our Miferies from being an
Example to other Nations : Let usavoid the Rocks
upon which they have fuffered Shipwreck, and fet
up Buoys and Sea-marks to warn and guide Po-
fterity. In fine, let us examine and look narrowly
into every Part of our Conftitution, and fee if any
Corruptions or Abufes have crept or galloped into
it. Let us fearch our Wounds to the Core, with-
out which it is beyond the Power of Surgery to
apply fuitable Remedies.

Our prefent Misfortunes will roufe up our Spirits,
and, as it were, awaken us out of a decp Lethar-
gv. It is true, indeed, .that they came upon us like
a Storm of Thunder and Lightning in a clear Sky,
and when the Heavens feemed more ferene ; but the
combuftible Matter was prepared before @ Steams
and Exhalaticns had been loing gathering frem Bogs
and Jakes ; and though they fome Time feemed
difperfed and far removed by the Heat of a warm
Sun, yet the Firmament was all the while impreg-
nating with Fire and Brimflone ; and now, ona
Sudden, the Clouds thicken, and look black and big
on every Side, and threaten us with a Hurricane.

Let us therefore act the Part of fkilful Pilots,
and call all Hands to labour at the Oars and at the
Ropes : Let us begin with throwing all our Lug-
gage and ufelefs Trumpery over-board ; then let
us lower or take down all fuperfluous Sails, to pre-
vent the Boat from being overfet ; and when we
have done all in our Power to fave the Ship, let
us implore the Affiftance of Heaven ; and I doubt
not but we thall out-ride the Storm.

Quid times ? Cafarem vebis.—We have King
Grorge on Board, and at the Helm ; the Favourite
of Heaven, and the Darling of all good Men ;

. who
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who not only gives us full Leave, but encourages
and affifts us, to fave ourfelves: He will not, like
fome weak Princes amongft his . Predeceflors,
fkreen guilty Great Men, fuffer the Faults of
others to be laid at his Door, nor permit his Au-
thority to be proftituted to patronize Criminals ;

wor interpofe and ftand between his People’s juft

Refentment and the Punithment of worthlefs Fa-
vourites, of which Sort of Cattle he has none ;
fo that it is our own Fault if we are not happy,
great, and free.’ :

~ Indeed, we owe that Juftice and Duty to our
great Benefactor, as not only fairly and impartially
to reprefent to him our Circumftances, and how
we came into them ; but to do all in our Power
to put our Conftitution on fuch a Bottom, if any
thing be wanting to it, that he may have the Ho-
nour and Pleafure of reigning over a free and happy

- People. This will be to make our Gift complete,

in prefenting him with a Crown, not befet with
any Difficulties ; a glorious Crown, and not te
mock him with one of Thorns. | :

I fhall foon, in fome other Letter, offer my
Thoughts from what Sources thefe Mifchiefs have .
flowed upon us, and what Methods I conceive are

- eflentially neceflary to retrieve them.
T

Ifam, &c.

G 2 *SATUR-
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S ATURDAY, March 4, 1720. No. 1g.

The Force of popular Affeétion and Antipathy to par-
 ticular Men.—How powerfully it operates, and
bow far to be regarded.

S IR,

PINION and Reputation have often the
greateft Share in governing the Affairs of the
World. Mifled by the great Biafs of Superftition,
every where found in human Nature, or by Igno-
rance and Prejudices, proceeding as often from
Education itfelf, as from the Want of it, we often
take the Appearance of Things for Things them-
felves, miftake our own Imaginations for Realities,
our Delufions for Certainties and Truth. A very
fmall Part of Mankind is exempted from the delu-
gvc Influence of Omens, Prefages, and Progno-
icks.

Thefe and thelike Superflitions enter into every
Scene of private and publick Life : Gameflers
throw away the Cards and Dice which they had
loft by, and call for others, without any other Pre-
ference than that they are not the fame :.Garden-.
ers pretend to plant Trees in a fortunate Seafon :
Many People will not marry, or do any Bufinefs,
but on certain Days accounted profperous : Even
Generals have had their fortunate and unfortunate
Times and Seafons ; and have often declined com-
ing to Battle, when the Advantage was appa-
rently on their Side, merely becaufe the Day, or
Time of the Day, was ill-boding.

Now,
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Now, though all the Whimfies of this Kind
have no Foundation, but in Opinion ; yet they
often produce as certain and regular Events, as .if
the Caufes were adequate in their own Nature to
the Events. The Opinion of a Phyfician or a
Medicine, does often effeét the Cure of a Patient,
by giving his Mind fuch Eafe and Acquiefcence
as can alone producc Health. The Opinion of a
General, or of a Caufe, makes an Army fight
with double Vigour; and a Confidence in the
Wifdom and Integrity of Governors, makes a
Nation exert its utmoft Efforts for its own Secu-
rity 5 whereas by a Diftruft of its Rulers, it often
finks into an univerfal Indifference and Defponden-
cy. The Change alone of a General, or of a
Minifter, has often changed the Fortune and Dif-
pofition of a People, even where there has been
no fuperior Endowments in the Succeflor ; for if
they can be made to believe, that their Misfor-
tunes are owing to the ill Cendu& or ill Genius
of thofe who command them, ‘the Removal of
the fuppofed Caufe of their Misfortunes will infpire
them with new Courage and Refolution ; which

~ are almoft always rewarded with Succefs and Vic-

tory.
- From hence the moft famous Legiftators, Prin-
ces and Generals have endeavoured to inftill into
their Followers an Opinion of their being more
than human, as being defcended from, or related
to, fome God ; or have afferted a familiar Com-
munjon with the Gods, a Right to explain their
Wills, and to execute their Commands. By thefe
Means they obtained an unlimitted Confidence in
their Abilities, a cheerful Submiffion to their Au-
: Gz thority,
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thority, an Affurance of Succefs under their Con-
dudt.

- Where perfonal Virtues and Qualificaticns, by
which the above Pretenfions are fupported, are
wanting, as in the fucedffive Eaftern Monarchies ;
other Arts are ufed 'to gain Admiration, to draw
Reverence to the Perfons of their Princes, and
, blind Obedience to their Power. Thofe ftately
‘Tyrants are, for the moft Part, thut up in ther
Pualaces, where every thing is auguft about them :
They feldom fhew themfelves abroad to their Peo-
ple 5 and when they do, it is in the moft awful
and aftorifhing Manner, attended by numerous
Guards, richly habited, and armed; whilft their
own Perfons are covered with Gold and Pearl,
and glittering with Diamonds ; and perhars the
Horfes and Elephants they ride on are all in a Blaze
of Gold and precious Stones.

The demure Faces and deep Silence of their
Minifters and Attendants, contribute to fpread the
general Awe s which is _flill heightened by the
folemn Clangor of Trumpets, and other warlike
Sounds. Al this prepares the gaping and enchant-
ed Multitude to fwallow, with equal Credulity and
Wonder, the plaufible Storics artfully given out
amongft them, of the fublime and celeftial Quali-
tics of their Emperors, infomuch that even their
very Linages are worfhipped.

Indeed, in Countries where Liberty is eftablifh-
ed, and People think for themftlves, all the above
Arts and Pretences would be ridiculous, and fuch
Farce and Grimace would be laughed at. The
People have Senfe enough to know, that all this
Profufion and Wealth are their own Spoils ; that

they
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they muft labour and want, that others may b: idle
and abound ; and they will fee that their Poverty.
is encreafed, and their Miferies aggravated and
mocked, by thePomp and Luxury of their Mafters. -

Amongft fuch People virtuous and juft A&ions,
or the Appearance of virtuous and juft Aéions,
are the only Ways of gaining Efteem, Reverence,
and Submiffion. They muft fee, or fanfy they
fee, that the Views and Meafures of their é
nors tend honeftly and only to the publick Wel-
fare and Profperity, and they muft find their own
Account in their Obedience. A Prince who deals
thus with his People, can rarely be in Danger from
Difaffected Subjects, or powerful Neighbours ; his
faithful People will be his conftant éuard 5 and,
finding their own Security in his Government,
will be always ready at his Call to take effe@ual
Vengeance upon thofe who fhall attempt to oppofe
or undermine his juft Authority. .

However, the wifeft and moft free People are
not without their Superftitions and their Foibles ; .
and prudent Governors will take Advantage of
them, and endeavour to apply them to the publick
Benefit. The Romans themfelves had their Dies
JSaftos & nefaflos, their fortunate and unfortunate

enerals ; and fomet'mes empty Names have been
efteemed Endowments and Merit.  Another Sei-
pio was appointed by the Romans to demolifh Car-
thage, which was firft fubdued by the Great Seipic ;
and the Athenians cailed for another Phorinia for
their War at. Lepanto.

Generals and Minifters have been oftentimes
difgraced, even by wife Nations, for making un-.
fortunate Expeditions, or for unfortunate Conduct
in direting the publick Affairs, when theré was

' e " no

over- -



128 CATO0's LETTERS.

no Deceit or Want of Virtue, in thofe Generals
and Minifters ; for if a Nation or an Army take
an univerfal, though an unreafonahle Difguft at
one or a few Men, it is ridiculous to bring his or
their Intereft in Balance with the Satisfaétion and
Affe&ions of Millions, or much lefs than Millions.
Prudent Princes therefore have been always ex-
tremely cautious how they employed Men in any
confiderable Station, who were either odious or
contemptible; even though it happened that they
were innocently and unfortunately fo. ,

Indeed this can feldom happen ; for a virtuous
and modeft Man will never thruft himfelf into
the Service of his Prince, nor continue longer in it
than he is acceptable to the People : He will know
that he can do no real Good to a Country, which
will receive no Good at his Hands ; that the
publick Jealoufy will mifreprefent his whole Con-
duS, render his beft Defigns abortive, his beft
Ad&ions ufclefs ; that he will be a Clog and a
dead Weight upon the Affairs of his Prince ; and
that the general Diftafte taken at him, will, by
Degrees, make bis Prince the Obje& of general
Diftafte. '

But when Minifters have defervedly incurred.
the general Hatred ; when they have been known
to have employed their whole Power and Intereft
in Oppofition to the Publick Intereft ; when, be-
ing trufted with a Nations Affairs, they have de-
fperately projected,andobftinately purfued, Schemes
big with publick Ruin ; when they have weakened
the Authority of their Prince to ftrengthen their
own, and endangered his Safety for the Security of
their own Heads, and the Prote&tion of their
Crimes ; when they have thriven by the publick

Ruin 3
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Ruin ; and, being the knewn Authors of univerfal
Calamities, have become the proper Objeéls of
fuch univerfal Deteftation, as not to have one
real Friend in their Country, or one fincere Ad-
vocate even amongft the many that they have
bribed to be fo : If, after all this, they will go on
to brave a Nationr which they have before ruined,
confidently continue at the Head of Affairs, and
obftinately perfift to overturn their King and
Country ; this, I fay, is aggravating their Crimes,
‘by an Infolence which no publick Refentment can

. equal.

i

This was the Cafe of England under the Influ- .
ence of Gaveffon and the two Spencers ; and this.
was the Cafe of the Netherlands under the Admi-
niftration of the Duke of Alva ; which Minifters
feverally ruined their Mafters and their Country.
Nations under fuch woful Condu&, and unlucky
Conflellations, are often driven into Revolts, or

Jofe all Courage to defend themfelves, either againft -

the Attacks from their native Traytors, or forign
Invaders.

This is famoufly verified in the Story of the
Decemviri, a College of Magiftrates created b
the Romans for one Year, to compile and*eﬁab]ifg;
a Body of Laws. This Term was thought long
enough, and undoubtedly was fo ; but thefe de-"
figning Men, under the plaufible Colour of adding
Two more Tables to the Ten already finifhed and

ublifhed, got their Sitting prolonged for another
ear : Nor at the expiring of that, though the:
Two Tables were added, did they diffolve them-
felves ; but, in Defiance of the People who chofe

them, and now every where murmured againfk
' G . them,,
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them, as well as {uffered by them, continued their
Authority.

The City of Rome faw itfelf under a new Go-
vernment ; Deploratur in perpetuum libertas, nec
Vindex quifquam extitit, aut futurus videtur : The
Conftitution was gone ; and though all Men com-
plained, yet none oﬂ'cred to help. Whilft the
Romans were thus defponding at Home, they were
defpifed Abroad: The neighbouring Nations were
provoked, that Dominion fhould ftill fubfift in a
City, where Liberty fubfifted no longer. The
Roman Territories therefore were invaded by the
Sabines and the & quians. This terrified the Fation ;
but T do not find that it troubled the People, who
neither feared nor hated foreign Invaders half fo
much as their own domeftick Traytors. The de-
fperate Parricides determined rather to facrifice
their Country, than lofe their Places ; fo to War
they went, Jut with miferable Succe{'s They
managed thgz War no better than they did the
State ; and had no more Credit in the Camp than
in the City : The Soldiers would not fight under
detefted Leaders, but ran away before the Enemy,
and fuffered a fhameful Rout.,

Nor did this Lofs and Difgrace,. at once unufual
and terrible to Rome, at all move the Traytors to
refign: They went on mifgoverning and debauch-
ing, till, the Meafures of their Wickednefs being
full, they were driven out of their Pofts by the
Vigour of the State, and the Affiftance of the
PL le. The Two chief Traytors were caft into
Pnfon, the reft into Banithment.

This foon happily changed the State of Aﬂ"alrs,
and the Spirit of the People ; who, having got at

, length
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length an honeft Adminiftration, and Governors

whom they loved and trufted, quickly beat the

Enemy out of the Territories of Rome, that very

t.'Ei:'xnemy, who in other Circumftances had beaten
em.

G d amy &c..

SATURDAY, March 11, 1720. No. 20.

Of publick Fuflice, how neceffary to the Security and
- Well-being of a State, and how deftrustive the -
Neglett of 1t 2o the Britith Nation. Signal In-
Stances of it.

SIR,
szrzjere Jubjetis, & debellare fuperbos; to pay
well, and hang well, to protett the Innocent,

and punifh the Oppreflors, are the Hinges and Li-
gaments of Government, the chief Ends why Men

“enter into Societies. T'o attain thefe Ends, they

have been content to part with their natural Rights,
a great Share of their Subftance and Induftry : To
quit their Equality, and fubmit themfelves to thofe
who had before no Right to command them: For
this Millions live willingly in an innocent and
fafe Obfcurity, to muake a few Great Men, and
enable them, at their Expence, to fhine in Pomp
and Magnificence.

But all this Pageantry is not defigned for thofe
who wear it. They carry about them the Dignity
of the Commonwealth : The Honours which they
receive are Honours paid to the Publick, and they
themfelves are only the Pillars and Images upon
which National Trophies are hung ; for when
) they
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they are divefted of thefe Jnfignia, no more Refpe&
and Homage is due to them, than what refults
from their own Virtue and Merit. Yet fuch is
the Depravity of human Nature, that few can di-
ftinguith their own Perfens from the Enfigns and
Ornaments which they wear, or their Duty from
their Dignity : There feems to be a Judgment up-
on all Men in certain Stations, that they can never
think of the Time when they have been, or may
again be, out of them. r

A good Magiftrate is the brighteft Chara&er
upon Earth, as being moft conducive to the Bene-~
fit of Mankind; and a bad one is a greater Mon-
fter than ever Hell engendered: He is an Enemy
and Traytor to his own Species.” Where there is
the greateft Truft, the betraying it is the greateft
Treafon. * The Fafces, the Judge, and the Exe-
cutioner, do not make the Crime, but punifh it ;
and the Crime is never the lefs, though it efcape
the Vengeance due to it. Alexander, who robbed
Kingdoms and States, was a greater Felon than
the lgyrate whom he put to Death, though no one
was flrong enough to infli the fime Punithment
upon him. It is no more juft to rob with Regi-
ments or Squadrons, than by fingle Men or fingle
Ships ; for unlefs we are determined by the Juftice
of the Aétion, there can be no Criterion, Boun-
“dary, or fixed Mark, to know where the Thief
ends, and the Hero begins.

Auft little Villains then fumbit to Fate,
That great Ones may enjcy the World in State @

Shell a poor Pick-pocket be hanged for filching:
away a little Joofe Money ; and wholefale Thieves,
who rob Nations of all that they have, be eftcemed

and
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and honoured ? Shall a Roguery be fan&ified by
the Greatnefs of it ; and Impunity be purchafed,
by deferving the higheft Punifhment ? This is
inverting the Nature of Things, confounding
Virtue and Vice, and turning the World topfy-
turvy.

Men who are advanced to great Stations, and
are highly honoured and rewarded at the Publick
Coft, ought to look upon themfelves as Creatures
of the Publick, as Machines erefted and fet up
for publick Emolument and Safety. They ought

. to refle&, that Thoufands, Ten Thoufands of

their Countrymen, have equal, or perhaps greater,
Qualifications than themfelves ; and that blind
Fortune alone has given them their prefent Dif-
tin&tion : That the Eftate of the Freeholder, the
Hazard of the Merchant, and the Sweat of the
_Labourer, all contribute to their Greatnefs ; and*
when once they can fee themfelves in this Mir-
rour, they will think nothing can be.too grateful,
nothing too great or too hazardous to be done for
fuch Benefaétors.

They will eonfider, that no uncommon Appli-
«cation, or diftinguithing Abilities, will juftify this
Superiority ; that many of their Fellow-Subjeds,
poflefling equal Merit, take much more Pains for
much lefs Confiderations ; nay, that the Bufinefs
of their own Employments is moftly executed by
inferior Officers, for fmall Rewards; and, confe-
quently, that their great Appointments are given
to fecure their Fidelity, and put them far above
and out of the Reach of Bribery and Corruption:
They ought not to have a Thought which is
mean or little : Their Minds are not to be in the
Dirt, whilft their Heads are in the Clouds : They

: ought
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ought to infufe and infpire Virtue, Refolution, and
publick Spirit, into the ina&ive Mafs, and be il-
. luftrious Examples of every great and noble Qua-
lity.

}ilut if they can fink fo low beneath themfelves ;
if they can fo far defcend from the Dignity of
their Charalters ; if they can choofe fo to grovel
upon the Earth, when they may afcend to the
Heavens ; and be fo poor and abje&, as to com-
bine and confederate with Pick-pockets and com-
mon Rogues; betray their moft folemn Trufts,
and employ all their Power and Credit to deftroy
that People, whom they have every Motive which
Heaven and Earth can fuggeft to prote® and de-
fend : Then, I fay, fuch Wretches ought to be
the Scorn and Deteftation of every honeft Man ;
and new Kinds of Vengeance, new Torturcs,
and new Engines of Mifery ought to be invented
to make their Punifhments as much exceed com-
mon Punifhments, as their Crimes exceed thofe
of the worft Sort of common Malefa@ors, and as
their Rewards furpafs thofe of the beft and worthi-
eft Citizens in other Stages of Life and Circum-
ftances of Fortune..

There is no Analogy between the Crimes of
private Men and thofe of publick Magiftrates : The
firft terminate in the Death or Sufferings of fingle
Perfons ; the others ruin Millions, fubvert the Po-
licy and (Economy of Nations, and create general
Woant, and its Confequences, Difcontents, Infur-
re&ions, and Civil Wars, at Home ; and often
‘make them a Prey to watchful Enemies Abroad.
But amongft the Crimes which regard a State,
Pecubatus, or robbing the Publick, is the greateft ;
. becaufe upon the careful and frugal Adminiﬁratior:_
o
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of the publick Treafure the very Being of the
Commonwealth depends. It is what my Lord
Coke calls it, Tutela pacis, & firmamentum belli ;
and the embezzling of it is Death by the Civil
Law, and ought to be fo by all Laws. It is the
worft Sort of Treafon, as it draws all other Sorts

of Treafon after it : It difconcerts all the Meafures

of Government, and lays the Ground-work of
Seditions, Rebellions, and all kind of publick
Miferies.

But thefe, as well as all other Crimes which
affect the Publick, receive their Aggravation from
the Greatnefs of the Perfons who commit them ;
not only as their Rewards are larger, and their
Temptations lefs, but as their Example recom-
mends, and, as it were, authorizes and gives a
Licence to Wickednefs. No one dares to punith
another for an Offence which he knows, and
the other knows, that he every Day commits
himfelf. One Great Man, who gets an Hun-
dred Thoufand Pounds by cheating the Publick,
muft wink and connive at Ten others who fhall
wrong it of Ten Thoufand Pounds each : and
they at Ten times as many more, who fhall de-
fraud it of One Thoufand ; and fo on in leffer
Progreflion, till the greateft Part of the publick
Revenue is fwallowed and devoured by great and -
little Plunderers. .

It is therefore of the utmoft Importance to the
Security and Happinefs of any State, to punifh, in
the moft exemplary Manner, all thofe who are
intrufted by it, and betray that Truft : It be-
comes the Wifdom of a Nation, to give Ten
Thoufand Pounds to purchafe a Head, which
cheats it of Six-pence. ;/alm'za Maximus calls Se-
' ‘ verity
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wverity the fure Preferver and Avenger of Liberty -
It is as neceffary for the preventing of Tyranny,
as for the Support of it. After the Death of the
Sons of Brutus, executed by the Command of
their own Father, and in his Prefence, we hear
no more of any Confpirators in Rome to reftore
the Tarquins ; and had Marius, Czfar, and other
Corrupters of the People, met with the fame Pu-
nifhment, that glorious Commonwealth might
have fubfifted to this Day. Lenity to great
Crimes is an Invitation to greater ; whereas De-
fpair of Pardon, for the moft part, makes Pardon
ufelefs. If no Mercy were fhewn to the Enemies
of the State, no State would be overturned ; and
if fmall or no Punithment be infli¢ted upon them,
" no State can be fafe. -

Happy, happy had it been for this unhappy
People, if thefe important and effential Maxims
of Government had been duly regarded by our
Legiflators at the Revolution ; (and I with too, that -
the fincere and hearty Endeavours of our prefent
Legiflators to punifh the Betrayers of the late un-
fortunate Queen had'met the defired Succefs :) For
I doubt that all our Misfortunes have flowed from
thefe Sources, and are owing to thefe Difappoint-
ments.

All Europe faw, and all good Men in it lament-
ed to fee, a mighty Nation brought to the Brink
of Deftru&ion by weak and contemptible Inftru=
ments ; its Laws fuperfeded, its Courts of Juftice
corrupted, its Legiflature laid afide, its Liberties
fubverted, its Religion overturned, and a new one
almoft introduced, and a violent and defpotick
Government aflumed, which was fupported by
Tegions and an armed Force: They faw this

' brave
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brave People rife under the Oppreffion, and, like

" Anteus, gather Strength by their late Fall : They

called for the Affiftance of the next Heir to the
Crown, to avenge himfelf and them ; and when
they had, by his Affiftance, removed the Ufurpa-
tion, they rewarded him with the immediate Pof-
feflion of the Crown. But when they had all the
defired Succefs, and fubdued all that they had
fought with ; they foon found, that, by the T'rea-
chery and Corruption of their Leaders, they had
loft all that they had fought for. '
Inftead of compleating their Deliverance, and
punithing the Authors of their Calamities, and
facrificing them to the Manes of their once loft
Liberties ; upon the moft diligent Search, there
was not a guilty Perfon to be found ; not One
who had contributed to their Misfortunes. Three
Kingdoms had been undone by Male-Admini-
ftration, and no body had a Hand in it. This-
Tergiverfation gave frefh Heart and Courage to
the defpairing Fa&ion : Some imputed it to Weak-
nefs and Fear ; others to a Confcioufnefs of Guilt
for what we had done ; and all cried out aloud,
that if there were no Criminals, there could be

"no Crimes ; whilft all honeft Men ftood amazed

and covered with Shame and Confufion at thefe
Proceedings. '

All the while our new Betrayers rioted in their
Sun-thine, laughed at the unfeafonable Simplicity
and Folly of a few Whimficals, who did not
know what a Revolution was good for: They
would not make a Rod for themfelves : On the
contrary, numberlefs were their Projects and Stra-
tagems to amafs Riches, and increafe their Power.
They encouraged and protected a general Prc;qi-’

- gality
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gality and Corruption, and fo brought the King-
dom inte the greatcft Neceffities ; then took Ad-
vantage of thofe Neceflitics : They got publick
Money into their Hands, and then lent that Mo-
ney to the Publick again for great Premiums, and
at great Intereft, and afterwards fquandered it away
to make Room for new Projects : They made
Bargains for themfelves, by borrowing in one
Capacity what they lent in another ; and, by a
Ufe of their prior Intelligence, and Knowledze
of their own Intentions, they whully govern=d
the National Credit, and raifed and deprefled it
at their Pleafure, and as they faw their Advan-
tage ; by which means they beggared the People,
and mortgaged all the Lands and the Stock of the
Kingdom, though not (like the righteons 7a/eph)
to their Mafter, but to themfelves.

. Thus the Revolution and the Principles of Li-
berty ran backwards again. The banifhed Tar-
. quirn conceived new Hopee, and made new At-
tempts for a Reftoration : All who had fhared in
the Benefits of the former wicked Adm’niftration ;
ali thofe who had ever been the avowed Enemies
to an equal Government, and impartial Liberty ;
all the grim Inquifitors, who had affumed an un-
controulable Sovereignty over the free and ungo-
vernabl: Mind, Men who have ever pretended a
divine Right to Roguery, united in his Intereft :
With thefe joined the Riotous, the Debauched,
the Neceflitous, the poor deluded Bigots, as well
as all fuch who had not received Rewards equal to
their fanfied Merit, and could not bear to fee
others revel in Advantages, which their own Am-
bition and Covetoufnefs had before fwallowed for
themfelves.

The -
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This formidable Party combined againft the new
eftablithed Government, made Earnings of the
Mifcarriages and Corruptions of thofe Mifcreants,
who, by their vile and mercenary Condu&, be-
trayed the beft Prince and beft Caufe in the World,
and feveral times had almoft overturned the new
reftored Liberty ; but that the Gratitude and per-
fonal Love of the People to that great Prinee, and
the freth and lively Remembrance of the Evils
which they had fuffered, or had been like to have
fuffered, from~the abdicated Family, ftill pre-

. ferved him upon the Throne, in fpite of all At-

tempts to the contrary. However,. proper Advan-
tages were not taken, neither in this nor the fol-
lowing Reign, from the many Defeats of this
reftlefs Faction, to fettle the Revolution upon fuch
a Balfis, as not be thaken but together with the
Foundations of the Earth. There was always a
Lion in the Way; the Figure or the Number of
the Confpirators, or the Difficulty of Difcovery,
or their Intereft, Alliance, or Confederacy with
Men in Power, were the Reafons whifpered ; but
the true one was concealed, namely, that one
guilty Perfon durft not heartily profecute another :
The Criminals had Stories to tell, Secrets not to

‘be divulged ; for an innocent and virtuous Man

alone dares undertake to bring a great Villain to
deferved Punithment :, None but a Brutus could

have deftroyed Brutus’s Sons. .
Nothing was ever done to reify or regulate
the Education of Youth, the Source of all our
ather Evils; but Schools of Literature were fuf-
fered to continue under the Direion of the Ene-
mies to all found Literature and publick Virtue :
Liberty, being. deferted by her old Friends, fell
' af
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of courfe into the Hands of her Enemies; and fo
Liberty was turned upon Liberty : By thefe Mecans
the Di‘contents were fomented, the Evils ftill in-
creafed, and the Confpirators ftill went on. They
had now got new Tools to work with, juft forged,
and fent glowing hot from the Univerfities : A
new Generation arofe and appeared upon the pub-
lick Stage, who had never feen or felt the Misfor-
tunes which their Fathers groaned under, nor bz-
lieved more of them than what they had learned
from their Tutors : So'that all Things feemed pre-
pared for a new Revolution ; when we were fur-
prized by a Voice from Heaven, which promifid
us another Deliverance.

We have at laft, by the bounteous Gift of in-
dulgent Providence, a moft excellent King, and
a wife and uncorrupt Parliament ; and yet—But
what fhall I fay, or what fhall be left unfaid ?—
I will go on.—We have a Prince, I fay, who is
poﬂéffcd of every Virtue which can grace and
adorn a Crown ; a Parliament too, than whom
England has never chofen one better difpofed to do
all thofe Things which every honeft Man in it
wifhed, and called for; and yet—by the Iniquity
of the Times, or the Iniquities of particular Men,
we are ftill to expect our Deliverance ; though I
hope that we fhall not expe& it long.

Publick Corruptions and Abufes have grown
upon us : Feesin moft, if not in all, Offices, are
immenfely increafed : Places and Employments,
which ought not to be fold at all, are fold for
treble Values : The Neceffities of the Publick have
made greater Impofitions unavoidable, and yet the
Publick has run very much in Debt ; and as thofe
Debts have been encreafling, and the People grow--

wng
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ing poor, Salaries have been augmented, and Pen-
fions multiplied ; I mean in the laft Reign, for I
-hope that there have been no fuch Doings in this.
Our common Rogues now fcorn little Pilferings,
and in the Dark ; ’tis all publick Robbery, and at
Noon-day ; nor isit, as formerly, for fmall Sums, -
but for the -Ranfom of Kings, and the Pay of
Armies: Figures of Hundreds and Thoufands have
loft their Ufe in Arithmetick : (*) Plumbs alone
are thought worth gathering ; and they no longer
fignify Hundreds of Thoufands, but Millions :

One Great Man; who is faid in a former Reign

‘to have plundered a Million and a Half, has made
his Succeflors think as much to be their Due too:
Pofleffion of great Sums is thought to give a Title
-to thofe Sums ; and the Wealth of Nations is mea-
fured out and divided amongft private Men, not
{as by the Wef}-India Pyrates) with Shovels, but
by Waggons.

The Dregs of the People, and the Scum of the
Alley, can buy Italian and German Sovereigns out
of their Territories ; and their Levees have been
‘Jately crowded with Swarms of dependent Pringes,
dike Roman Confuls, and Eaffern Monarchs ; and -
I am told, that fome of them have been feen
afcending to, and defcending from, their Chariots,
while they leaned upon the Necks of proftrate
Grandees. Oh Liberty ! flop thy Flight. Oh
Virtue! be fomething .more than a Name and
-empty Sound : Return, Oh return! -infpire and
affift our illuftrious Legiflators in the great Work
which they have fo generoufly undertaken ! Affifh,
affift, if it be but to fave thofe who have always

mg)p:} %}}t Word, known to mean an Hundred Thou-
fanid Pous C -

devoutly
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- devoutly worfhipped thee, and have paid conftant
Incenfe at thy Altars.

But what fhall be done ! Where is the Remedy
for all thefe Evils? We hope for it, we expect it,
we fee it; and we call for it, from the healing
Hands of our moft gracious King, and his dutiful
Parliament. There is a Crifis in the Health of
Governments, as well as of private Perfons. When
Diftempers are at the worft, they muft mend, or
the Patient die: And when the Cafe is defperate,
bold and refolute Methods muft be taken, or he
will be fuffered to die, for fear of his dying.
What then is the Remedy ? We muft begin .
with letting out fome of our adulterate and corrupt
Blood, one Drop of which is enough to contami-
nate the Ocean : We muft firft take full Vengeance
of all thofe whom we can difcover to be guilty,
and ufe them as Citizens do Shoplifters ; that 1s,
. make thofe who are caught pay for all that is

flolen. Let us not, Oh let us not fuffer the Sins
of all Jfracl to be at this Time of Day laid upon
the Head of the Scape-Goat !

When we have taken this firft and neceflary
Step, to prevent an Apoplexy or malignant Erup-
tions, let us prefcribe ftrong Emeticks, proper
Sudorificks, and effe€tual Purgatives, to bring up or
throw off the noxious Juices and morbifick Mat-
ter that opprefles us, and fo wholly to eradicate
the Caufes of our Diftemper. But, above all, let
us-avoid the beginning with Lenitives and pallia-
ting Medicines, which will only cover and foment

~our Evils, make them break out more violently,
at laft perhaps turn into dangerous Swellings and
epidemical Plague Sores; and by . fuch Means
fpread a general InfeQtion : Let us not fuffer an};.
S o
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of ourgreat or little Rogues to efcape publick Ven-
geance.

When we have, by thefe vigorous Methods,

removed the peccant Humours which are the
Springs and Sources of our Diftemper, let us ufe
proper Applications, gentle Remedies, and whole-
fome Diet, to corre&t and re&ify the Mafs of re-
maining Blood, to invigorate and renew our Con-
ftitution, reftore it to its firft Principles, and make
it found and allive again: Let us fee where it
abounds, and where it wants; whether the fan-
guine, the phlegmatick, or the bilious predomi-
mates, and reduce them all to a proper Balance :
Let us look back and examine ftri¢tly, by what
Negle&, by what Steps and Gradations of Intem-
perance or Folly, we are brought into the prefent
Condition, and refolve to avoid them for the fu-
ture. ,
Let us try no more Projefs, no more knavith
Experiments ; let us have no more Quacking, no
more to do with Empiricks. Let us a& openly
and above-board for the publick Intereft, and not
hang out falfe Colours, to catch unwary Preys.
Let us plainly tell at firft what we mean, and all
that we mean : If it be honeft and advantageous,
every good Man will defend it, and afift in it ; if
otherwife, it ought not to be defended at all.

This is the Way, and the only Way, to pre-
ferve and continue the ineftimable Blefing of our
prefent Eftablifthment : Let the People fee the Be-
nefit of the Change, and there is no Fear that
‘they will be againft their own Intereft ; but State-
Quacks may harangue and fwear till they ase
black in the Face, before they will perfuade any
ene to believe that he is in perfect Health, }"hﬁ

ee
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feels himfelf fick at Heart. Men in fuch Cir-
cumftances are always reftlefs, always tumbling
about from Side to Side, changing every Pofture
_ for prefent Eafe ; and fo often bring Death upon
themfelves, by trying prepofterous Remedies to
avoid it.

T | Iam, &c.

- SATURDAY, March 18, 1720. No. 21.

A Letter from John Ketch, -Efq; afferting bis
Right to the Necks of the over-grown Brokers.

§ IR,
IN a general Call for Juftice from an injured
Nation, I beg Leave to put in my Voice, being
myfelf an eminent Sufferer in the ill Fate of my
Country, which no otherwife gains than as I'do,
by the Exaltation of Rogues. Our Interefts, in
this Refpe&, are the fame. And as it would be
very hard that the Blood-fuckers of the People
thould not make the People fome Amends, by re-
ftoring the Blood that they have fucked ; fo it
would be as hard that I, who am the Finifher of
Juftice, fhould not have Juftice done me.

From my beft Obfervation upon publick Af-
fairs, laft Summer, I promifed myfelf that I
fhould certainly have full I{ands this laft Win-
ter ; 1 therefore applied myfelf with fingular Dili-
gence to gain the utmoft Perfection and Skill in
the Calling wherein God and the Law hath pla-
ced me : For, I did not think it at all Jaudable,
' . or
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or agreeable to a good Confcience, to accept a Poft,
without proper Talents and Experience to execute

" the fame, however cuftomary and common fuch a

Prattice might be : And therefore, without pre-

- fuming to follow the illuftrious Example of my

Betters, in this Matter, I thought it became me
to become my Poft. In Truth, Sir, if this Maxim
had prevailed, where it thould have prevailed ; and
if my Brethren in Place had as well underftood,

-and as boneftly executed, their feveral Trufls, as I

do mine, we fhould have had a very different Face
of Things, nor would I have had Occafion for
Journeymen. \

Thus, Sir, I was firmly and honeftly refolved,
that the Execution of Juftice thould not ftick with
me, where-ever elfe it ftuck. Moreover, ata Time -
when every Thing, but Honefty, bore a double
Price, I bought up a.great Quantity of Silken
Halters, for the fole Ufe and Benefit of any of our
topping Pick-pockets, who fhould be found to have

-noble or genteel Blood about them, N. B. This

Compliment was not intended for the Dire&tors,
who muft expet to wear the fame valediCtory
Cravat which is worn by fmall Felons, who come
under my Hands every Seffion: But I have fet
apart a good round Quantity of thefe delicate Silken
T'urnovers for the Benefit and Decoration of divers
worthy Gentlemen, whom I have marked out for
my Cuftomers-in the s whom it would not
be good Breeding in me, as yet, to name; but I
hope they will prove rare Chaps. .

1did likewife befpeak, at leaft, a Dozen curious .
Axes, fpick and fpan new, with rare Steel Edges;
the fitteft that could be made, for dividing nobly
betwixt the Head and the Shoulders of any dignified

Vor. L H and
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and illuftrious Cuftomer of mine, who has, either
by Birth or by Place, a Right to die at the Eaft
End of the Town.

Now, Sir, it unluckily happens, that I cannot

y for any of the Implements of National Juftice,
and of my Trade, till I have ufed them : And my
Creditors, though they own me to be an honeft
Man, yet, wanting Faith in all publick Officers,
begin to fear that I thall never pay for them at all.
It is, in Truth, afenfible Difcouragement to them
and me, that I have fo little to do this Winter,
when there appear’d fo much to be done in my
Way. Sure never poor deferving Hangman had
fuch a thameful Vacation !

As having a Poft, I have confequently the Ho-
noyr of being a true Member of the Church of
England, as by Law eftablithed ; and therefore
under thefe Difappointments I comfort myfelf with
fome Patience, and more Beer. I have, befides
that, this further Confolation, that if our Canary
Birds find Wings to efcape me, neither the Blame
nor the Shame fhall lie at my Door.

You fee, Sir, I have Merit ; and yet you feel
labour under Difcouragements enough to fcare any
Succeffor of mine from accepting this neglected
and pennylefs Poft, till he has a fufficient Sum of
Money in Hand paid, and a good Penfion for Life,
as is ufual upon lefs Occafions, together with ample
Provifion for his Children after him.

But, in fpite of all thefe Difcouragements, I
am determined to live in Hopes of fome topping
Cuftomers before the Seffions is ended : The Pub-
lick and I muft certainly get at laft : God knows
we have been eminent Sufferers ; we have been
defrauded on every Side.

: , Being
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Being bred a Butcher, I can comfort my faid
Cuftomers with an Affurance, that I have a deli-
cate and ready Hand at cutting and tying ; fo let
them take Heart, the Pain is nothing, and will be
foon over ; I am only forry ’tis fo long a coming :
No Man can be pleafed with being defrauded of
his juft Dues.

I have one Confolation, Sir, which never leaves
me ; namely, that though my Poft has not been
fo profitable a one as for fome Time paft it fhould
have been, yet it has been a fafe one. I doubt
not but many of my Brethren in Place would be
glad if they could fay as much. I am moreover of
Opinion, that my Poft has, for a Year paft, been
orie of the moft honeft and creditable Pofts in
England ; nor would I change Circumftances or
Chara&ter with fome, that hold their Heads very
high, and may hold them higher ftill before I
have done with them. I am fure it cannot be
denied, that the Hangman of London has for the
above Space of Time been a reputable Officer, in
Comparifon. The Truth is, that they have-
got more Money than I, but I have more Repu-
tation than they ; and I hope foon to go Snacks
with fome of them in their Money.

I know that Knavesof State require a great deal
of Form and Ceremony before they are committed
to my Care; fo that I am not much furprized,
that T have not yet laid my Hands upon certain
exalted Criminals. I hope, however, that, when
they come, a good Number will come at once.
But there is a Parcel of notorious and forry Sin~
ners, called Brokers : Fellows of fo little Confe-
quence, that few of them have Reputation enough

to ftand Candidatgs for my Place, were the fame

H2 vacant,
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vacant, (which God forbid !) and yet Rogues fo
fwoln with Guilt, that poer Derwentwater and
Kenmure (my two laft Cuftomers) were Babes and
Petty Larceners to them. Now thefe are the
Hang-Rogues with whom I would: be keeping my
Hand in Ufe.

Sir, I have been with Counfel about them, and
my Lawyer ftands amazed that I have not had
them already : ¢ But, fays he, Mr. Ketch, I fore-
¢¢ faw that the Brokers were only the Pimps of
¢¢ great Rogues, who were themfelves the Pimps
4¢ of greater : So that were thefe Vermin to go
<¢ up to Tyburn, they would draw many more
%¢ after then, who would likewife draw others.—
4¢ So, depend upon it, the Lion, if it can, will
<¢ fave the Jackall. And hence it proceeds, Mr.
€¢ Ketch, that though it be hard, yet it is not
¢ ftrange, that thofe Rogues, whom all Men
‘¢ wifh in your Hands, are not yet there.”

He then told me how the BrolZers have violated
that A& of Parliament, which allows them but
Two Shillings and Sixpence for tranfalting a
Hundred Pounds Stock, by taking, or rather ex-
ating T'wenty Shillings, and fometimes Five
Pounds. I hope, when I come to ftrip them, or
to commute for ftripping them, that I fhall be al-
lowed to mete out to them the fame Meafure.

_ He told me likewife, that during the Reign of
Roguery, they fold for no body but the DireGors,
and their Betters ; whereas they were obliged in
Duty to haye fold for all Men alike, who employ-
ed them. Their Office is an Office of Truft, as
well as that of the Dire€tors. They a&, or ought
to a&, under.the Reftrictions of an A& of Parlia-
‘ment, under the facred Obligation of an Qath,
SR , and
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and under the Ties and Penalties of a Bond ; by
all which they are obliged to difcharge their Duty
impartially betwixt Man and Man, and for one’
Man as foon as another. Now it is well known,,
that they broke their Truft to the Publick ; that'
they ceafed to be common and indifferent Officers-
in the Alley; and yet retaining the Name and:
Pretence of their Office, (by which they alfo re-
tained the Power of deceiving) they became only
Spics and Liars for the Directors and their Mana~
gers, and Sellers for them only. They were there-

- fore Criminals of the firft Clafs, and principal

Agents in the publick Mifchief ; for, had they
not aéted thus for one Side alone, the. Direttors
could not have fold out much at high ,Prices, nor
would others have bought in at thofe Prices : So
that they are to be confidered not only as the In-
ftruments of greater Traytors, though in that
Character they are liable to be hanged ; but as wil~-
ful and deliberate Confederates with thofe Tray-
tors ; and, confequently, merit every Punifhment
which thofe higher Traytors merit.

My Counfel faid too, that there were fome
Crimes of fo high and malignant a Nature, that,
in the Perpetration of them, all Acceflaries were

* eonfidered as Principals ; that thofe who held a

Man till he was murthered, were Murtherers ;
that thofe who voluntarily held a Candle to
others, who robbed a Houfe, were themfelves
Robbers ; and that in committing of Treafon,
all are Traytors who have had a Hand in that
Treafon. :

He faid, that the Broker were free Agents;.
independent of 2ll Companies, and no more at«
tached, in Point of Duty, to the South-Sea, than:

. H 3 to-
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to any other ; that being fui juris (as he called it) .
they could nct excufe their wicked Dealings by the
pretended Commands and Authority of any Supe-
,Jiors,as fome of the South-Sea Officers might plead,
for that the DireCors were not their Superiors ;
that their Rogueries therefore were voluntary and
deliberate Rogueries ; and that having wilfully fin-
ned with the Diretors, they ought in Juftice to
fuffer with the Direfors, and hang with them.
- He tcld me, that having Share of the Gain of
Villainy with the DireQors, they ought to have
_their Share of the Halter too. They tranfalled
great Sums fot themfelves ; though the Law, which
eftablifhed them, enaéls, That they fhall neither
Buy nor Sell for themftlves ; which is highly rea-
{fonable ; for how can any Man tranfa& honeflly
for another, whilft he is felling to him his own
Steck ?

He f:id, that they deceived every Man into h's
own Ruin ; and ruined the Nation, to enrich the
Dire&tors and themfelves: They fold their own
Stock, and that of the Dire&ors, under falfe and
fititious Names, contrary to the Obligation of
their Bond to the City, which obliges them to de-
clare the Name of the Seller to the Buyer, as well
as the Name of the Buyer to the Seller ; for they
knew that no Man would have been willing to
buy, had he known that the Brokers and Direc-
tors were in hafte to fell. Thus they ufed falfe
Dice, and blinded Mens Eyes, to pick their Poc-
kets. ¢¢ And furely, Mr. Ketch, fays the Counfellor,
¢ if he who picks a Man’s Pocket is to be hanged,
¢¢ the Rogues that pick the Pockets of the whole
¢¢ Country, ought to be hanged, drawn, and
¢ quartered.” . .

But:
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But what was moft remarkable of all in what
the Counfellor told me, and what ind.ed gives me
mioft Heart, is, that unlefs the Brokers arc hanged,
it will be fcarce poflible that any body elie fhculd
bz hanged. If this be true, their Doom is cer-
tain, and I fhall be able to fupport my Squirefhip
before Eafler : For, furely, we fhall never fave
mighty Knaves, for the Sake of faving little ones ;
and if fo be it is determin’d to gratify the Nation
with a competent Store.of Hanging and Behead-
ing, certainly we muft do every thing neceflary
thereunto.

““ Now, fays my Counfel, if the Brokers do not
¢¢ difcover the Sccrets which they beft know, but
¢¢ which they will never difcover, if they can
¢¢ fave their Necks and Purfes without doing it ;
¢¢ then, I doubt me, Juftice will be impotent fcr
¢¢ want of Evidence. But if they find that they
¢¢ can fave nothing by their Silence, they will tel
¢¢ all to fave fomething. They are hardencd
¢¢ Rogues ; and, by fal'e Oaths, and under-hand
¢¢ Dealing, will fkreen all that areas bad as them-
¢¢ felves ; but gripe them well, and ten to one but -
¢¢ you fqueeze the Truth out of them.
¢ For all which Reafons, Mr. Ketch, continued
¢ bhe, I hope foon to give you Joy of the Brokers,
¢¢ as well as of better Cuftomers.””—And fo he
difmiffed me, wirhout taking a Fee ; for he told
me, that he confidered me as an eminent Sufferer,
by having as yet got nothing, where he wifhed that
I had, before this Time, got a great deal.

This, Sir, is the Subftance of what pafled be-
tween us ; for which I am fo much obliged to
him, that if ever he falls in my Way, I’ll ufe him
with the like Generofity ; and I will owe you,

H 4 Mr.



152 CATO’s LETTERS.

Mr. Fournalift, the fame Favour, if you will be
fo kind to publifh this.

If you knew me, Sir, you would own that I
have valuable Talents, and am worth your Ac-
quaintance. Iam particularly poffefled of a praife-
worthy Induftry, and an ardent Defire of Bufinefs.
—In Truth, I care not to be idle; and yet it
cruelly happens, that I have but one bufy Day in
fix Weeks, and even then I could do twice as
much. Befides, having a tender Heart, it really
affects me with Pity, to be obliged to ftrangle fo
many Innocents every Seflions ; poor harmlefs Of-
fenders, that only commit Murthers, and break
open Houfes, and rob Men of Guineas and Half
Crowns ; while wholefule Plunderers, and mighty
Rogues of Prey, the avowed Enemies and Hang-
- men of Honefty, Trade and Truth, the known
Promoters of Villainy, and the mercilefs Authors
of Mifery, Want, aud general Ruin, go on to
ride in Coaches and Six, and to defy a People
whom they have made poor and defperate ; potent
Parricides, whé have plundered more from this
Kingdom in Six Months than all the private
‘Thieves and Highwaymen ever did, or could do,
fince the Creation.

Sir, I repeat it, that the hanging of fuch poor
Felons only, as Things now ftand, is, compara-
tively, fhedding innocent Blood : And fo, for the
Eafe of my Mind, I beg that I may have thofe
fent me, whom I may trufs up with a fafe Con-
fcience. My Teeth particularly water, and my
Bowels yearn; at the Name of the Brokers ; for
God’s Sake, let me have the Brokers.

Upon the Whole, Sir, I have Reafon to hope,
from the prefent Spirit raifed in the Nation, (and,

o they
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_they fay, it is in a great Meafure owing to you,
that there is fuch a Spirit raifed :) I fay, 1 hope
foon to have the fingering of the Throats of thefe
Traytors, who have fingered all the Money in the
Nation. Their own Guilt, and the inceffant Cry
of the People, will weigh them down, in fpite of
all' Arts and Skreens.

N. B. I have a nice Hand at touching a Neck.
of Quality ; and when any Cuftomers- come, I
fhall be ready to give you Joy of it, as well as to-
receive the like from you. Who am,

SIR,
Your loving Friend,
JOHN KETCH.

\

SATURDAY, Marth 25, 1721. No. 22.,

The Fudgment of the People generally found, where:
not mifled, With the Importance and Probability.
of bringing over Mr. Knight..

SIR, ‘

FRO'M thie prefent Spirit of this Nation, it is:
@ill furthes evident to me, what I have al--
ways thought, that the People would conftantly-
be in the Interefts of Truth and Liberty, were it:
not for external Delufion and external’ Force..
Take away Terror, and Men never would have-
been Slaves: Take away Impofture, and Men-
will never be Dupes nor: Bigots.. The. People,.
when they are in the Wrong, are generally in the- -
Wirong through Miftake ;. and when they come-
~to know it, are apt frankly to correct. their owna
. Hsg Eaults, .
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Faults. Of which Candour in them Machiavel
has given feveral Inftances, and many more might
be given. :

But it is not fo with Great Men, and the Les-

ders of Parties ; who.are, for the moft Part, in the
Wrong through Ambition, and continue in the
Wrong through Malice.  Their Intention is
wicked, and their End criminal ; and they com-
monly agpravate great Crimes by greater. As
great Dunces as the Governors of Mankind often
are, (and God knows that they are often great
enough) they are never Traytors out of mere Stu-
pidity.
- Machiavel fays, That nowife Man needs decline
the Fudgment of the People in the Diftribution of
Offices and Honours, and fuch particular Affairs,
(in which I fuppofe he includes Punifhment) for
in thofe Things they are almoff infallible.

I could give many Inftances where the People
of England have judged and do judge right ; as
they generally would, were they not mifled. They
are, particularly, unanimous in their Opinion, that
we ought by no Means to part with Gibraltar ; and
this their Opinion is grounded upon the fame Rea-

" fons that-fway the wifeft Men in this Matter.

They likewife know, that an Ewglip War

" with Mufcovy would be downright Madnefs ; for
that, whatever Advantage the fame might be to

other Countries, it would grievoufly hurt the
Trade and Navy of England, without hurting the
Czar.

They know too, that a Squabble between
Spainand the Emperor about /taly, could not much
affe® England ; and that therefore, were we to
-go to War with either, upon that Account, as

: : ‘Things
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Things new ftand, it could not be for the Sake of
England. :

They know, that our Men of War might be
always as honeftly employed in defending our
Trade, by which our Country fubfifts, from the
-Depredations of Pyrates, as in conquering King-
doms for thofe to whom the Nation is nothing
obliged, or in defending Provinces with which the
Nation has nothing to do, and from which it reaps
no Advantage.”

They know, that it is of great Concernment
to any People, that the Heir Apparent to their
- Crown be bred amongft them ; not only that he
may be reconciled, by Habit, to their Cuftoms
"and Laws, and grow in Love with their Liber-
ties ; but that, at his Acceflion to the Throne, he
. may not be engrofled and befet by Foreigners,
- who will be always in the Intereft of another
Country ; and, confequently, will be attempting
-to miflead him into Meafures mifchievous to his
Kingdom, and advantageous to themfelves, or
their own Nation.

The People know, that thofe are the beft Mi~
nifters, who do the moft Good to their Coun~
try, or rather the leaft Mifchief : They can fecl
Mifery and Happinefs, as well as thofe that go-
vern them ; and will always, in fpite of all Arts,
love thofe that do them a fenfible Good, and ab-
hor, as they ought, thofe that load them with
Evils. Hence proceeds the Popularity, and the
great and unenvied Chara&lers, of our prefent
Governors ; who, befides the memorable and pros
fperous Proje&ts which they have brought to Ma-
.turity, for the Good of Great Britainand Ireland,
would likewife have obliged us with another

, Prefent,
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Prefent (*), but very few Yeals fince, which
would have completed all the reft, if we had had
the Courtefy to have accepted it.

It is certain,- that the People, when left to
themfelves, do generally, if not always, judge
well ; we have juft now a glaring Inftance of it
in the loud and unanimous Call of all Men, that
Mr. Knight may be brought over; Ifay, the Call
of all Men, except the DireCors and their Ac-
complices, Nay, the People judge well, as to the
Caufe of his going away ; they more than guefs
for whofe Sake, and by whofe Perfuafion, he
went ; and they are of Opinion, that, were he
here, the Trials of Guilt in the Houfe of Com-
mons would be much fhorter, and the Tower of
London fill more nobly inhabited. ‘I am indeed
furprized that he is not already in London, confi-
dering of what Confequence it is to have him here,
both to publick and to private Men.

Whether the Diretors and their Mafters fhall
be punifhed or no, is to me oneand the fame Que-
ftion, as to alk, Whether you will preferve your
Conftitution or no ; or, Whether you will have
any Conftitution at all? Itis a Contention of Ho-
nefty and Innocence with Villainy and Falfhood 5
it is a Difpute whether or no you fhall be a People;
it is a Struggle, and, if it be baulked, will, in all
Probability, be the laft Struggle for old Engle/h Li-
berty. All this is well underftood by the People
of England.

Now, though the inferior Knaves are in a fair
Way of being hanged, yet our Top-Traytors,
having tranfaed all their Villainies in the South-

- 8¢a with Mr. Knight alone, or with Mr. Knight

' (*) The Pecfage Bill,

chiefly,
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chiefly, will think themfelves always fafe, fo long
as they can keep him Abroad ; and while he con-
tinues Abroad, the Nation’s Vengeance can never
be half complete.

~ As to my own particular, I am fo finguine in
this Affair, that the very Reafons commonly given
why he will not be brought over, are to me very
good Reafons why he will be brought over : I can-
not but wonder to hear any Doubts aboutit. Iam
fure, that thofe who fuggeft fuch Doubts, muft
fuggeft with the fame Breath very terrible Crimes
againft fome very confiderable Men. :
* The Bufinefs of bringing over Mr. Knight is
become the Bufinefs of the Miniftry, and incum-
bent on them only. It is become their Duty to
their Mafter King G EORG E, as they would
preferve entirely to him the Affetions of a willing
and contented People, by fhewing -them, that
in Confideration of “their mighty Wrongs (which
the faid Miniftry did all in their Power to pre-

~vent) they fhall have all fair Play for Juftice and

Reftitution. And itisin this Refpe&t too become
the Duty of the Miniftry to the People, whofe
Humours it is their Bufinefs to watch, whofe In-
tereft it is their Bufinefs to ftudy, as much as the
Intereft of the King himfelf ; and it muft be
owned, to the Praife of the prefent Set, that they

‘have conftantly confulted and purfued the one as

much as the other, with equal Skill and Honefty ;

‘and fo far King and People are equally obliged to

them.

" As to the perfonal Interefts of the Minifters
themfelves, I fay nothing, the fame being fuppofed
always firmly linked with the other two ; as

‘doubtlefs it is at prefent. Let-me only add hi;:’t
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that the bringing over Mr. Knight is a Duty which
they owe to themfelves, their own Charadters be-
ing intimately ccncerned in it ; otherwife—

Peopl: indeed begin to fay, that the fupprefing
of Evidence ought to be taken for Evidence, as in
the Cafe of Mr. Aiflabie, who burned the Book
which contained the Evidence. There is a nicble
Perfon too, faid to be mentioned in the Report of
the Committee, not to his Advantage ; but, I
thank God, now fully vindicated by Patriots as
incorrupt as himfelf, upon the fulleft Proof of his
Innocence ; and if his Acquittal did not meet the
univerfal Concurrence of all prefent, it could be
~.owing only to Mr. Knight’s not being at hand to
fpeak what he knew: Had he made his Appear-
ance, there had never been a Divifion upon the
Queftion, but all would have been then as unani-
mous in their Sentiments about that Great Man’s
Integrity and clean Hands, as all the reft of the
‘Kingdom at prefent are.  However, Reputation
is fo nice a Thing, that it cannot be made too
clear ; and therefore we are fure of the hearty
Affiftance of this illuftrious Patriot to bring over
Mr. Kuight, if poflible, to make his Vindication
yet more complete.

It is alfo the Intereft of another Great Perfon,
equal to the firft in Power and Innocence, and
who, without Doubt, has taken common Mea-
fures with him for the publick Good, and will
equally fhare in the grateful Applaufe of good
Men, and the Reproach of bad ; for no Degrecs
of Virtue will put any one beyond the Reach of
Envy and Calumny, and thgrefore we cannot be
fure that his ftrenuous and barefaced Prote@ion
of innocent and opprefled Virtue will not be mif-

‘ : : inter-
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interpreted by popular Clamour, which often mif-
applies eftablithed and well-known Truths ; as,
that no one who has not Part of the Gain, will -

.adopt Part of the Infamy ; that it is the Property
‘of Innocence to abhor Guilt in others, as well as

not to pra&ife the fame itfelf, and to punifh as
well as to hate it; that no Man who is not a
Thief, will be an Advocate for a Thief ; that
Rogues are beft proteCted by their Fellows ; and
that the ftrongeft Motive which any Man can
have for faving another from the Gallows, is
the Fear of the fame Punifhment for the fame

.Crimes: . And though thefe, and a Thoufand other

fuch unwarrantable Imputations, ought not, and
have not made the leaft Impreffion upon one con~
fcious of his own Virtue ; yet it is every Man’s
Duty, as well as Intereft, to remove the moft
diftant Caufes of Sufpicion from himfelf, when

.he can do it confiftent with his publick Duty ;
and therefore we are equally fure of this Great

Man’s Endeavours too for bringing over Mr.
Knight.

Even fome of our Legiflators themfelves have
not been free from Calumny, who are all con-
cerned to have their Charaéters vindicated ; and

therefore we may be fure will, in the higheft man-

ner, refent any Prevarication, or trifling Chicane,
if fuch a Procedure could be poflibly fuppofed in

- .an Affair of this nice Importance to all England,
-as well as to many of themfelves.

Nay, the whole Parliament of England, who
have generoufly undertaken the Scrutiny of the -
late black Knaveries, and the Punithment of the
Knaves, are nearly concerned to fee Mr. Knight
brought over, They find, in their Enquirig? 35

.o - [0 SR



1660 €ATO0’s LETTERS.

Teftimony often referred to, and that the Evi-
dence is not complete without him. -They know
already a good deal of what he could fay ; and I
doubt not but he could fay more than they know.
‘They have once addrefled his Majefty already,
about bringing him over ; and I fuppofe will again,
if he do not come fpeedily. The Bufinefs of the-
whole Nation does, as it were, ftand fill for it;
feeing it is become the Bufinefs and Expectation of
the whole Nation.
. As to Remoras from Abroad, I cannot fee
Room for any. Quite otherwife ; I always.
thought it very fortunate for England, that Mr.
Knight fell into the Emperor’s Hands ; a Prince,.
“for whom we have done fuch Mighty, fuch He-
roick Favours ; for whom we confumed our Fleet-
in the Mediterranean, for whom we guarantie’d
Italy, for whom we preferved and conquered
Kingddms ; a Prince, in fine, for whofe Service
we have wafted Years, Fleets, and Treafures:
And can it be alledged or fuppofed, with the Ap-
pearance of common Senfé, that thisgreat Prince,.
. the ftri& Friend, old Confederate, and faft Ally
of England ; a Prince, who has been, as it were,.
the Ward of England, and brought up in its.
Arms ; fupported by its Intereft and Counfels,-
prote&ed and aggrandized by its Fleets and Ar--
mies, will, againft all the Principles of good Po-
licy, againft all the Ties of Gratitude and Ho~
nour, fly in the Face of his Friends and Bene-
faltors, by refufing to deliver up to this Nation
and this King, a little Criminal, fmall in his-
‘Chara&er, but great in his Crimes, and of the.
utmoft Confequence to England in the Purfuit of
this great Enquiry,. -which merits the Confidera—

tion,.




CATO’s LETTERS. 161

tion ; and commands the Attention of every
Englifbman. :

"We could draw up a long, a verylong Lift of
good Deeds done, and expenfive Favours thewn,
to the Emperor ; without being afraid of being
put out of Countenance by any German Catalogue
of Returns made us from Vienna. Perhaps there
may have been fome Courtefies procured fiom
thence by England ; but we would afk, Whether
they were intended or procured for England ? It
feems to me, that this is the firft Time of afking
for ourfelves : And fhall we, this firft Time, be
denied ¢ Will fuch an humble Mite -be refufed
for Millions frankly beftowed, and beftowed be-
z:nd all Conje€ture and Expeétation ? It cannot

; nor, if it could, oughtit to be borne. We
know how to fhew, that we have Senfe as well as
Power, and Refentment as well as Liberality.

The Emperor therefore cannot be fufpected. in
this Matter ; I dare fay that he will comply with
our Demands, as foon as they are made, what-
ever they be. He will not put fuch Contempt
upon us, who have purchafed more Refpe&t at his
Hands. Befides, it is confidently aflerted, that
Mr. Knight longs to be at Home; which I am
apt to believe : He knows, that the kind Counfel
given him, to go away, was not given him foi
his own Sake ; and has Reafon to fear, that thofe
who fent him away, will keep him away. There
is Laudanum in Flanders, as well as in England 3
and That or a Poignard may thwart his beft In-
clinations to return. If that fhould happen, we
are at Liberty to think the worft ; and, I doubt,
we cannot think too bad. Unhappy Man ! he
was not a Knave for himfelf alone ; and I am apt
. ! to .
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to believe, were he here, that hz would honeftly
betray thofe Men to the Publick, for whom he
- wickedly betrayed the Publick.

Thus then, in all likelitood, neither the Em-
peror nor Mr. Knight are to be blamed, if Mr.
Knight does not return.  But, whether he be wil-
ling or no, the Emperor has no Right, no Pre-
tence to keep him. Who will then be to blame,
if the univerfal Cry of Juftice, and of the Nation,
thould not have its Effe&? The Queftion is eafy,
were the Anfwer prudent to give. In Truth,
there needs no Anfwer ; all Mankind will know
how to folve this Difficulty.

An honourzble Meflenger has been gone near
Six Weeks, and yet the Commons have Occafion
to addrefs his Majefty to know what Anfwer he
has fent. .Wonderful): in a Cafe that is of fo much
Importance, and which requires fo much Expedi-
tion, and fo little Ceremony | I have fometimes
thought a Courier muft needs have been difpatched
to England about it long fince, but that he was
way-laid, and murdered by our Confpirators and
their Agents upon the Road.  This may feem a
ftrange Fancy ; but, without being very aged, I
have lived long enough to think nothing ﬂrange.

I have not been once amazed thefe Six
Montbhs.

In the mean time, the Bufinefs of the Com-
mittee, which is the Bufinefs of Grear Britain, is
like to ftand ftill. Thofe Gentlemen have done
their Duty ; and if their Evidence be not complete,
(which however they deny) the Fault is not charge-
able on them, but they are an{werable who keep
them from better. This is a Reproach not like to
be wiped off, but by bringing over Mr.- Knight é

~ an
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and then, perhaps, they that deferve it may dread
a far worfe Thing. Here is the Riddle, and the
Solution of the Riddle.—There are thofe amongit
us, who, cloathed as they are with Infamy, and
curfed and detefted by their Fellow-Creatures uni-
verfally, do yet dread a greater Evil.  So precious
and prevailing is the Love of Life! Continue me
mi:ﬁ, fweet Heaven; upon better Terms, or nct
at all !

I fhall conclude, by repeating an Obfervation
which I have already made in this Letter ; name-
ly, that the fuppreffing the beft Evidence, con-
tains in it the ftrongeft Evidence ; and thofe Men
will ftand condemned, who, in Trials of Inno-
cence and Guilt, ftop the Mouths of their Judges,
and deprive the Accufers of their Witnefles.

T and G - I am, &c.

SATURDAY, April1, 1721; No. 23.

A memorable Letter from Brutus to Cicero, with
an explanatory Introduétion.

" § IR, ‘
I AM going to prefent you, and the Town by
your Means, with the moft valuable Perfor-
mance of all Antiquity : It is not likely that it
ever had, or ever will have, its Fellow. The Au-
thor of it was, perhaps, the moft amiable Cha-
ra&er, the moft accomplithed Man, that ever the
World faw.

Excellent Brutus! of all human Race
The Beft ! , Cowr.»:[_xlr.
c
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He was the Author of that glorious Letter,
which I now fend you in Englifb. It was writ-
ten by the greateft Man upon the nobleft Subjeét ;
BRUTUS upon LIBERTY. It was fent
to Cicero, and the Occafion this, as I find it very
well explained by Monfieur Sorean, and prefixed to:
his French Tranflation of Brutus’s Letters.

O&avius Czfar, afterwards called Auguffus, ha-
ving defeated Mark Anthony before Msdena, and by
that Means raifed the Siege of that Place, began
now to conceive higher Defigns than he had yet
thewn : He had hitherto declared for the Com-
monwealth, and feemed to at for it ; the Senate
having trufted him with an Army, by the Perfua-
fion and Intereft of Cicero. But after this Victory
over Anthony, he began to fet up for himfelf, and
to .meditate the Revenge of his Uncle,-and Fa-
ther by Adoption, Fulius Czfar ; and, finally,
to pave himfelf 2 Way for abfolute Monarchy..
He knew well, that Brutus and Caffius would ne-
ver, while they lived, fuffer him to poffefs what
they would not fuffer the firft Cz/far to enjoy ;
and therefore, to fucceed his Uncle, he muft de-
ftroy them. .

But Cicero, who equally loved and admired
Brutus, and pretended to great Power over the
Mind of the young Cefar, undertook to write to-
him in Favour of the Patrons of Liberty, who
{lew his Uncle, to feek their Pardon ; efpecially
a Pardon for Brutus, that he might return to Rome,
and be there in Safety. This Letter of Cicero’s
contained in it alfo Thanks to O&avius for his Ser-
vices to the Republick, and was entirely unknown
to Brutus ; but being informed of it by Atticus, he
took extreme Offence at this Step of Cicero’s,

which
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which feemed to him a Confeflion of Sovereignty
in Oftavius, by not only owning him Mafter of -
the Lives of the Romans in general, but of his too,
who was the Deliverer of the Romans, and fcorned
to owe-Life to Ofavius. ‘ ’
Brutus had another Spirit, and other Views :
He remembered the bold and free Words of the
Great Cato, his Uncle, to thofe of his Friends

‘who offered to procure for him the Mercy of

Cz/ar, by throwing themfelves, on his Behalf, at
Czfar’s Feet.—No, fays Cato, I fcorn to be bebolden
to Tyranny. Iam as free as Ceefar 5 and fhall I owe

_my Life to-him, who has no Right even to my Sub-

miffion.

Brutus found Reafon to refent, that Cicero
fhould, without his Knowledge, thus treat him
as a Criminal, and Cefar as a Sovereign, by beg-

ging of Czfar Mercy for Brutus. That Refent-

ment gave Occafion to this Letter ; in which he
treats OfZavius as a raw Lad, and Cicero as a weak
and fearful Man. The Reafoning through the
Whole thews Brutus to have been animated by a
moft fublime and glorious Spirit of Virtueand Li-
‘berty ; and is fo ftupendoufly ftrong, that his Elo-
quence muft have been great as his Soul ; and yet
that great Soul was not fo dear to him as his Li-

berty.
_ Iam, &c.

BRUTUS to CICERO.

« I Have feen, by the Favour of Atticus, that
c¢ Part which concerns me in your Letter to
¢ Oftavius. The Affeétion which you there ex-
4¢ prefs for my Perfon, and the Pains whisl‘x yok:
- -ta
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take for my Safety, are great; but they give
me no new Joy : Your kind Offices are be-
come as habitual for me to receive, as for you
to beftow ; and, by your daily Difcourfe and
A&ions on my Behalf, I have daily Inftances
of your generous Regard for myfelf and my
Reputation.
¢¢ However, all this hinders not but that the
above-mentioned Article of your Letter to
Oéfavius pierced me with as fenfible a Grief
as my Soul is capable of feeling. In thanking
him for his Services to the Republick, you have
chofen a Style which thews fuch Lownefs and
Submiffion, as do but too clearly declare, that
you have ftill a Mafter ; and that the old Ty-
ranny, which we thought deftroyed, is revived
in a new Tyrant. What fhall I fay to you
upon this fad Head ? I am covered with Con-
fufion for your fhameful Condition, but you
have brought it upon yourfelf ; and I cannot
help thewing you to yourfelf in this wretched
Circumftance.
¢ You have petition’d Ofavius to have Mercy
upon me, and to fave my Life.—In this you
intend my Good, but fought my Mifery, and
a Lot worfe than Death, by faving me from
it ; fince there is no Kind of Death but is
more eligible to me than a Life fo faved. Be
fo good to recollet a little the Terms of your
Letter ! and having weighed them as you
ought, can you deny that they are conceived
in the low Style of an humble Petition from a
Slave to his haughty Lord, from a Subject to a
Kirg ? You tell Oétavius, that you have a
Requeft to make him, and hope that he will
¢¢ pleafe
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pleafe to grant it ; namely, to fave thofe Citi-
zens who are efteemed by Men of Condition,
and beloved by the People of Rome. This is
your honourable Requeft ; but what if he thould
not grant it, but refufe to fave us? Can we
be faved by no other Expedient ? Certainly, De-
ftru&ion itfelf is preferable to Life by his Fa- -
vour ! :
¢ I am not, however, fo defponding, as to
imagine that Heaven is fo offended with the
Roman People, or fo bent upon their Ruin, that
you fhould thus choofe, in your Prayers, toap-
ply rather to Ofavius, than to the immortal
Gods, for the Prefervation, I do not fay of the
Deliverers of the whole Earth, but even for the
Prefervation of the meaneft Roman Citizen. This
is a high Tone to talk in, but I have Pleafure
in it : -It becomes me to fhew, that I fcorn to
pray to thofe whom I fcorn to fear.
¢¢ Has then Ofavius Power to fave us, or de-
ftroy us? And while you thus own him to
be a Tyrant, can you yet own yourfelf his
Friend? And while you are mine, can you
defire to fee me in Rome, and at the Mercy of
an Ufurper ? And yet, that this would be my
Cafe you avow, by imploring from a giddy
Boy, my Permiffion to return. You have
been rendering him a World ef Thanks, and
making him many Compliments ; pray, how .
come they to be due to him, if he yet want to
be petitioned for our Lives, and if our Liberty
depend upon his Sufferance ! Are we bound to
think it a Condefcenfion in O&avius, that he
choofes that thefe our Petitions fhould rather
be made to him_than to Anthony? Arzc‘l ate
: not
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not fuch low Supplications the proper Addrefles
to a Tyrant? And yet fhall we, who boldly
deftroyed one, be ever brought bafely to fup-
plicate another? And can we, who are the
Deliverers of the Commonwealth, defcend to
atk what no Man ought to have it in his Power
to give ? ’ .
¢¢ Confider the mournful Effes of that Dread
and Defpondency of yours inour publick Strug-
gles ; in which, however, you have too many
to keep you in Countenance. The Common-
wealth has been loft, becaufe it was given for.
loft. Hence Czfar was firft infpired with the
Luft of Dominion ; hence Mark Anthony, not
terrified by the Doom of the Tyrant, pants
and hurries on to fucceed him in his Tyranny ;
and hence this Ofavius, this green Ufurper, is .
ftarted into fuch a Pitch of Power, that the
Chiefs of the Commonwealth, and the Saviours
of their Country, muft depend for their Breath
upon his Pleafure. Yes, we muft owe our
Lives to the Mercy of a Minor, foftened by
the Prayers of aged Senators ! :
¢ Alas, we are no longer Romans! If we-
were, the virtuous Spirit of Liberty would have
been an eafy Over-match for the traiterous At-
tempts of the worft of all Men grafping after
Tyranny ; nor would even Mark Anthony, the
rath and enterprizing Mark Anthony, have been
fo fond of Cafar’s Power, as frightened by
Czfar’s Fate. .
¢¢ Remember the important Chara&er which
you fuftain, the great Poft which you have fill-
ed: You are a Senator of Rome, you'have been
Conful of Rome ; you have defeated Confpira-
. ¢ ciesy

2
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ties, you have deftroyed Confpirators. Is not
Rome {till as dear to you as the was? Or, is
your Courage and Vigilance lefs ? And-is.not
the Occafion greater ! Or, could you fupprefs
great Traytors, and yet tolerate greater ! Re-
collect what you ought to do, by what you have
done. Whence procceded your Enmity to £z~
thony? Was it not, that he had an Enmity te
Liberty, had feized violently on the Publick,
affumed the Difpofal of Life and Death into his
own Hands, and fet up for the fole Sovereign
of all Men? Were not thefe the Reafons of
our Enmity, and of your Advice, to combat
{’iolence by Violence ; to kill him, rather than
fubmit to him ? All this was well. But
why muft Refiftance be dropped, when there is -
a freth Call for Refiftance ? Has your Courage
failed you ? Or, was it not permitted to Anzbony
to enflave us, but another may ? As if the Na-
ture of Servitude were changed, by changing
Names and Perfons. No, — we do not dif-
pute about the Qualifications of a Mafter ; we
will have no Matfter,
¢¢ It is certain, that we might, under Anthony,
have had large Shares with him in the Admi-
niftration of defpotick Power; we might have
divided its Dignities, fhone in its Trappings.
He would have received us gracioufly, and met
us half way. He knew that either our Cone-
currence or Acquiefcence would have confirmed
him Monarch of Reme; and at what Price
would he not have purchafed either? But all
his Arts, all his Temptations, all his Qffers,
were rejected 3 Liberty was our Purpofe, Virtue
our Rule: our Views werg honeft and univep-
Yor: L. 1 ol
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fal ; Our Country, and the Caufe of Man-
kind. ‘

¢« With Ofavius himfelf there is ftill a Way
open for an Accommodation, if we choofé it.
As eager as the Name of Czfar has made that
raw Stickler for Empire to deftroy thofe who
deftroyed Cefar ; yet, doubtlefs, he would give
us good Articles, to gain our Confent to that

«¢- Power to which he afpires, and to which, I
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fear, he will arrive: Alas! what is there to
hinder him? While we only attend to the
Love of Life, and the Impulfes of Ambition ;
while we can purchafe Pofts and Dignities with
the Price of Liberty, and think Danger more
dreadful than Slavery, what remains to fave
us? : .

. ¢ What was the End of our killing the Ty-
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rant, but to be free from Tyranny ? A
ridiculous Motive, and an empty Exploit, if
our Slavery furvive him ! Oh, who isit
that makes Liberty his Care? Liberty, which
ought to be the Care of all Men, as ’tis the
Benefit and Blefling of all! For myfelf, ra-
ther than give it up, 1 will ftand fingle in its
Defence. I cannot lofe, but with my Life,
my Refolution to maintain in Freedom my
Country, which I have fet free: I have de-
ftroyed a veteran Tyrant; and fhall I fuffer,
in a raw Youth, his Heir, a Power to controul
the Senate, fuperfede the Laws, and put Chains
on Rome ? A Power, which no perfonal Fa-
vours, nor even the Ties of Blood, could ever
fan&ify to me ; a Power, which I could: not
bear in Cefar; nor, if my Father had ufurped
it, could I have borne in him.

' . , - # Your
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¢ Your Petition to OZavius is a2 Confeffion,
that we cannotenjoy the Liberty of Rome with-
out his Leave; and can you dream that other
Citizens are free, where we could not live fre:?
Befides, having made your Requeft, how is it
to be fulfilled ? You beg him to give us our
Lives; and what if he do? Are we therefore
fafe, becaufe we live ? Is there any Safety with-
out Liberty ? or rather, can we poorly live,
having loft it, and with it our Honour and
Glory? Is there any Security in living at
Romo, when Rome is no longer free? That
City, great as it is, baving no Security of her
own, can-give me none. No, I will owe
mine to my Refolution and my Sword ; I can-
not enjoy Life at the Mercy of another. Czfar’s
De:ath alone afcertaived my Liberty to me,
which before was precarious: I fmote him, to
be fafe. This,is a Roman Spirit; and whither-
foever I carry it, every Place will be Rome to
me; who am Roman enough to prefer every
Evil to Chains and Infamy, which to a Roman
are the higheft of all Evils. I thought that we
had been releafed from thefe mighty Evils, by
the Death of him who brought them upon us ;
but it feems that we are not ; elfe why a fervile
Petition to a Youth, big with the Name and
the Ambition of Czfar, for Mercy to thofe Pa-
triots, who generoufly revenged their Country
upon that Tyrant, and cleared the World of
his Tyranny ? It was not thus in the Common-
wealths of Greece, where the Children of Ty-
rants fuffered, equally with their Fathers, the
Punihment of Tyranny. :

-4

12 o« Can
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¢¢ Can I then have any Appetite to fee Rome ?
Or, can Rome be faid to be Rome? We: have
flain our Tyrant, we have reftored her ancicnt
Liberty : But they are Favours thrown away ;
fhe is made free in fpite of herfelf ;" and though
fhe has feen a great and terrible Tyrant bereft
of his Grandeur and his Life, by a few of her
Citizens ; yet, bafely defponding of her own
Strength, fhe impotently dreads the Name
of a dead Tyrant, revived in the Perfon of a
Stripling.
¢¢ No more of your Petitions to your young
Czfar on my Behalf; nor, if you are wife, on
your own. You have not many Years to live?
do not be fhewing that you over-rate the fhort
Remains of an honourable Life, by making
prepofterous and dithonourable Court to a Boy.
Take Care that by this Conduct you do not
eclipfe the Luftre of all your glorious A&ions
againft Mark Anthony : Do not turn your Glory
into Reproach, by giving the Malicious a
Handle to fay, that Self-Love was the fole
Motive of your Bitternefs to him ; and that,
had you not dreaded him, you would not have
oppofed him : And yet will they not fay this,
if they fee, that, having dcclared War againft
Anthony, you notwithftanding leave Life and
Liberty at the Mercy of Oé&avius,and tolerate
in him all the Power which the other claimed ?
They will fay that you are not againft having
a Mafter, only you would not have Anthony for
a Matter.
*¢ I well approve your Praifes given to Ofavius
for his Behaviour thus far ; it is.indeed praife-
worthy ; provided his only Intention has been
. ¢ to
2
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to pull down the Tyranny of Anthony, without
eftablithing a Tyranny of his own. But if
you are of Opinion, that O&avius is in fuch a-
Situation of Power, that it is neceffary to ap-
proach him with humble Supplications to fave
our Lives, and that it is convenient he fhould
be trufted with this Power; I can only fay,
that you lift the Reward of his Merits far above
his Merits: I thought that all his Services
were Services done to the Republick ; but you
have conferred upon him that abfolute and im-
perial Power which he pretended to recover to
the Republick.
¢ If, in your Judgmenty, Ofawius has carned
fuch Laurels and Recompences for muking
War againft Anthony’s Tyranny, which was
only the Effefts and 'Remains of Cz/ar’s Ty-
ranny ; to what Diftig&ions, to what Rewards,
would you intitle thofe who exterminated, with
Cezfar, the Tyranny of Cefar, for which they
felt the Bleffings and Bounty of the Roman
People! Has this never entered into your
Thoughts ?” Behold here how effe¢tually the
Terror of Evils to come extinguifhes in the
Minds of Men all Impreflions of Benefits re-
ceived ? Cezfar is dead, and will never return
to fhackle or frighten the City of Rome ; fo he
is no more thought of, nor are they who deli-
vered that City from him. But Anthony is ftill
alive, and ftill in Arms, and {till terrifies ; and
fo Oftavius is adored, who beat Anthony. Hence
it is that O&awvsus is become of fuch potent
Confequence, that from his Mouth the Roman
People. muft expe& our Doom, the Doom of
their Deliverers! And hence i is too, that
I3 “ we ,
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we (thofe Dellverers) are of fuch humble Con<
fequence, that he muil be fupplicated to give us

¢ our Lives !
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¢ I, as I faid, have a Soul, and I have a
Swerd 3 and am an Enemy to fuch abje&t Sup-
plications ; fo great an Encmy, that I deteft
thofe that ufe them, and am an avowed Foe
to him that expeéts them. I fhall at leaft be
far away from the odious Company of Slaves ;
and where-ever 1 find Liberty, there I will
find Rome. And for you that ftay behind,
who, not fatiated with many Years, and many
Honours, can behold Liberty extinét, and
Virtue, with us, in Exle, and yet are not
fick of a wretched and precarious Life; 1
heartily pity you. For myfelf, wh-fe Soul
has never ebbed from its conltant Principles, I
fhall ever be happy in the Confcioufnefs of my
Virtue ; owing -nothing to my Country, to-
wards which I have faithfully difcharged my
Duty, I fhall poflefs my Mind in Peace ; and
find the Reward of well-doing in the Satif-
faction of having done it. What greater Plea-
fure does the World afford, than to defpife the
flippery Uncertainties of Life, and to value that
only which is only valuable, private Virtue,
and publick Liberty; that Liberty, which is
the Blefling, and ought to be the Birthright,
of all Mankind ?
¢¢ But ftill, I will never fink with thofe who
are already falling; I will never yield with
thofe who have a Mind to fubmit: I am re-
folved to be always firm and independent: I
will try all Expedients, [ will exert my ut-
moft Prowefs, to banifh Servitude, and fetmy
' . ¢¢ Country
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Country entirely free. If Fortune favour me
as fhe ought, the Blefling and Joy will be
every Man’s; but if the fails me, and my beft
Endeavours be thrown away, yet ftill I will
rejoice fingle ; and fo far be too hard for For-
tune. What, in fhort, can my Life be better
laid out in, than in continual Schemes, and re-
peated Efforts, for the common Liberty of my
Country ! :

¢ As to your Part in this Crifis, my dear Ci-
cero, it is my ftrongeft Advice and Requeft to
you, not to defert yourfelf : Do not diftruft
your Ability, and your Ability will not difap-
point you ; believe you can remedy our heavy
Evils, and you will remedy them. Our Mife~
ries want no Encreafe : Prevent, therefore, by
your Vigilance, any new Acceflion. Former-
ly, in Quality of Conful, you defeated, withr.
great Boldnefs, and Warmth for Liberty, a
formidable Confpiracy againft Rome, and faved
the Commonwealth ; and what you did then
againft Catiline, you do ftill againft Anthonys
Thefe A&tions of yours have raifed your Re-
putation hizh, and fpread it far;. but it will
be all tarniihed or loft, if you do not continue
to thew an equal Firmnefs upon as great an
Occafion ; Let this render all the Parts of your
Life equal, and fecure Immortality to .that
Glory of yours, which ought to _be immos-

- tal,

¢ From thofe, who, like you, have performed
great Actions, as great or greater are expetted:
By fhewing that they can ferve the Publicky
they make themfelves its Dcbtors ; and it is
apt to exadt {trit Payment, and to ufe thena

: I T ¢ feverely
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fcverely if they do not pay: But from thofe’
who have performed no fuch A&ions, we ex-
pect none.  This is the Difference betwixt the
Lot of unknown T:lents, and of thofe which
have been tricd ; and the Condition of the lat-
ter is no doubt the barder. Hence it is, that
though, in making Head againft Anthony, you
have merited and received great and juft Praifes,
yet you have gained no new Admiration: By
fo doing, you only continued, like a worthy
Confular, the known Charader of a great and
able Conful. But if now at laft you begin to
trickle to one as bad as him; it you abate
ever fo little in that Vigcur of Mind, and that
fteacy Ciurage, by which you eﬁcpc"cd him
from the Scnate, and drove him out of Rome ;
veu will never reap another Harveft of Glory,
whatever you may deferve ; and cven your patt
Laurels will wither, and your paft Renown be
forgot.

© ¢ "There is nothing great or noble in Evcms,
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which are the Fruit of Paiion or Chance:
True Fame refults only from the fteady Perfe-
verance of Reafon in the Paths and Purfuits of
Virtue. The Care, therefore, of the Com-
monwealth, and the Defence of her Libcrties,
belong to you above all Men, becaufe you bave
done more than all Men for Liberty and the
Commonwealth : Your great Abilities, your
known Zeal, your famous A&ions, with the
united Call and Expe@ation of all Men, are
your Motives in this great Affair; Would you
have greater ?
¢¢ You arenot, therefore, to fupplicate O&tavius
for our Safety ; do a bxaver Thing, owe it to
(19 your




CATO’s LETTERS. 179

$¢ your own Magnanimity. Roufe the Roman
¢¢ Genius within you; and confider that this
¢¢ great and free City, which you more than
¢ once faved, will always be great and free, pro-
¢¢ vided her People do not want worthy Chiefs
¢ to refift Ufurpation, and exterminate Tray-
$¢ tors, :

G

SATURDAY, April 8, 1721. No. 24.

OFf the natural Honefly of the Pesple, and their rea-
: fongble Demands. How important it is to every
- Government to confult their Affections and Interefi.

‘8 IR, : :
Have obferved, in a former Letter, that the
L People, when they are not mifled or corrupted,
enerally make a found Judgment of Things.
They have natural Qualifications equal to thofe of
their Superiors ; and there is oftener found a great
Genius carrying.a Pitch-fork, than carrying x
"~ White Staff. The poor Cook preferred by the
Grand Seignior to be his Firft Vizier, in order to
cure the publick Diforder and Confufion occa=
fioned by the Ignorance, Corruption, and Neglect.
of the former Miniftry, made good effeétually his
own Promife, and did Credit to his Mafter’s
Choice: He remedied the publick. Diforders, and
proved,. fays Siv Paul Ricaat, an able and excellent.
Minifter of State.
Befides, there are not fuch mighty Talnts re-

quifite for Gevernment, as fome, who pretend to,
\ . Is theiry
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ti::m without pofleffing them, would make us bes
lieve : Honeft Affe@ions, and common Qualificas
tions, are fufficicnt ; and the Adminiftration hzs
been always beft executed, and the publick Liberty
. bett preferved, near the Origin and Rife of States,
when plain Honefty and common Senfe alone go-
-verned the publ'ck Affairs, and the Morals of Men
were not corrupted with Riches and Luxury, nor
their Underftandings perverted by Subtleties and
Diftin&ions. Great Abilities have, for the moft
part, if not always, been employed to miflead the
honeft, but-unwary, Multitude, and to draw them
out of the open and plain Paths of publick Virtue
and pubiick Good. !

- The People have no Biafs to be Knaves; the
Security of their Perfons and Property is their
" higheft Aim. No Ambition prompts them ; they
cannot come to be great Lords, and to poflefs
great Titles, and therefore delire none. No afpi-
ring cr unfociable Paffions incite them ; they have
no Rivals for Place, no Competitor to pull down
they have no darling Child, Pimp, or Relation, to
raife: they have no Occafion for Diffimulation or
Intrigue ; they can ferve no End by Faétion ; they
have no Intereft, but the general Intereft.

The fame can rarely be faid of Great Men,
who, to gratify private Paflion, often bring down.
publick Ruin; who,. to fill their private Purfes
with many Thoufands, frequently load-the People
with many Millicns ; who opprefs for a Miftrefs,
and, to fave a Favourite, deftroy a Nation; who
too often make the Publick fink and give way to
* their private Fortune ; and, for a private Pleafure,
create a general Calamity. Befides, being edu-
cated in Debauchery, and pampered in Riot and

o .~ : L\‘xury,




CATO’s LETTERS. vig

Luxury, they have no Senfe of the Misfortunes of
other Men, nor Tendernefs for thofe who fuffer

them: They have no Notion of Miferies which -

they do not feel. There is a Nation in Europe,
which, within the Space of an Hundred Years laft
paft, has been blefled with Patriots,-who, void of
every Talent and Inclination to do Good, and
even ftinted in their Ability for Roguery, were
forced to be beholden, for moft of the Mifchief
which they did, to the fuperior Arts and Abilities
of humble Rogues and Brokers.

- The firft Principles of Power are in the People 5
and all the Proje@s of Men in Power ought to re~
fer to the People, to aim folely at their Good, and
end in it: And whoever will pretend to govern
them without regarding them, will foon repent it..
Such Feats of Errantry may do perhaps in Afiz -
but in Countries where the People are free, it is:
Madnefs to hope to rule them againft their Wills.
They will know, that Government is appointed

for their Sakes, and will be faucy enough to expe& -

fome Regard and fome Good from their own De-
legates. Thofe Nations who are governediin fpite

. of themfelves, and in 2 Manner that bids Defiance-
to their Opinions, their Interefts, and their Un-"

derftandings, are either Slaves, or will foon ceafe:
to be Subjes. )

Dominion that is not maintained by the Sword,,
muft be maintained by Confent ; and in this latter
Cafe, what Securiz;nan any Man at the Head of.
Affairsexpe&, but purfuing the People’s Wel-
fare, and feeking their Good-Will ¢ The Govern-
ment of One for the Sake of One, s Tyranny ;
and fo is the Government of 2 Few fos the Sake

‘of Themfelves: But. Government executed for
. , - the
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the Good of All, and with the Confent of All, is
Liberty ; and the Word Government is profaned,
and its Meaning abufed, when it fignifies any
Thing elfe. -

In free Countries the People know all this. They
have their Five Senfes in as great Perfection, as
have thofe who would treat them as if they had
none. ‘They are not wont to hate their Governors,-
till their Governors deferve to be hated ; and when
this happens to be the Cafe, not abfolute Power
itfelf, nor the Affe&ions of a Prince invefted with:
it, can prote& or employ Minifters detefted by the
People. . Even the Grand Seignior, with all his
boundlefs Authority, is frequently forced to give up
his Firft Minifter (who is fometimes his Son-in-
Law, or Brother-in-Law) a Sacrifice to appeafe
the People’s Rage.

- The People, rightly managed, are the beft
Friends to Princes ; and, when injured and op-
prefled, the moft formidable Enemies. Princes,
who have trufted to their Armies or their Nobility,
have been often deceived and ruined ; but Princes,
who have trufted wholly to the People, have fel-
dom been deceived or deferted: The Reafon is,
that in alt Governments, which are not Violent
and Military, the People have more Power than
either the Grandees or the Soldiery ; and their:
Friendfhip is more {incere, as having nothing to
defire but Freedom from Oppreffion. And whilft
a Prince is thus beloved by his People, it will
rarely happen that any can be fo rath and preci+
pitate as to confpire againft him ; and fuch Con~
fpiracies have never the intended Succefs: but, as
Machiavel well obferves, IPhen the People are dif~
Jatisfied, and bave takena Prejudice againf? their Go=»

Vernars,
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vernors, there is no Thing nor Perfon that they ought
not to fear.
It is therefore of vaft Importance to preferve-

" the Affections of the People even in thofe Go-

vernments where they have no Share in the Ad-
miniftration. The wife States of Holland are fo
apprized of the Truth of this Maxim, that they
have preferved themfelves and their State by reli-
gioufly obferving it. Their Government confifts
of many little Ariftocracies, where the Magiftrates
choofe each other, and the People have nothing to
do; but in Spirit and Effe&t it is 2 Democracy,
and the Difpofitions and Inclinations of the People
have above all Things the greateft Weight in their
Counfels. The Jealoufy of the People makes a
vigilant Magiftracy, who are honeft out of Fear
of provoking them, and, by never doing it, are
in great Safety. :

But, Thanks be to Heaven and our worthy

Anceftors, our Liberties are better fecured. We
have a Conftitution, in which the People have a
large Share : Th'e{, are one Part of the Legiflature,
and have the fole Power of giving Money ; which
includes in it every Thing that they can afk for
the publick Good ; and the Reprefentatives, being
neither awed nor bribed, will always a& for their
Country’s Intereft ; their own being fo interwoven
with the People’s Happinefs, that they muft ftand
and fall together.

- But what if our Delegates thould not be fuffered:
to meet; or, when met, fhould be fo awed by
Force (as formerly in Denmark) or fo corrupted by
Places and Penfions (as in the Reign of Charles 11 )
as to be ready to give up publick Liberty, and be-
tray the Intereft of their Principals to fecure- their-

v own?
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own? This we may be fure can never happem
under his Majefty’s moft juft and gentle Reign:
However, it has happened formerly ; and what
has been, may be again in future Reigns.

What, in fuch a Cafe, is to be done? What

Remedies have our Laws provided againft fo fatak

a Mifchief? Muft the People patiently crouch un-
der the heavieft of all Evils? Or has our Confti-
tution pointed out the Means of Redrefs ? It would
be abfurd to fuppofe that it has not ; and, ineffe&t,
the People have a legal Remedy at hand : Itis
their undoubted Right, and acknowledged to be
fo in the Bill of Rights paffed in the Reign of
. King Charles1. and fince, by the A& of Settlement
of the Crown at the Revolution; humbly to repre-
fent their publick Grievances, and to petition for
Redrefs to thofe whofe Duty. it is to right them,
or to fee them righted: And it is certain, that in.

all Countries, the People’s Misfortunes are greater

or lefs, in Proportion as this Right is encouraged
qr checked.

It is indeed the beft and the only juft Way that:
they can take to breathe their Grievances; and:

whenever this Way has been taken, efpecially-

when ithas been umiverfally taken, our Kings have-
always accepted fo powerful an Application. Our
Parliaments too, who are the Keepers and Barriers
of our Liberty, have fhewn themfelves rcady and:
willing to receive the modeft Complaints and Re-.
prefentations of their Principals, and te apply
quick Remedies to the Grievances contained irs
them. It has, indeed, been always thought highly
imprudent, not to fay dangerous, to refift the ge-
neral Groans and Entreaties of the Peaple, uttered
in this Manper, . :

. This

e ——. e —— . _
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This has been a Method, which has always
had great Weight with good Men, and has beeri
always a great Terror to bad. It has therefore
always been encouraged or difcouraged, according
to the Innocence or Guilt of Men in Power. A
Prince, who minds the Welfare and defires tha
Affe&ions of his Subjefts, cannot with for a better
Expedient to know how hisServants are approved,
and how his Government is liked, than by this
Way of countenancing his People in laying their
Hearts, their Withes, and their Requefts before
him; and Minifters never can be averfe to fuch
Reprefentations of the Complaints of the People,
unlefs they have given the People Occafion to
complain.

Titus and Trajan, confcious of their own vir-
tuous Adminiftration, and worthy Purpofes, cour-
ed Addrefles and Informations of this kind, from
their Subje@s : They wifely knew, that if the
Roman People had free Leave to fpeak, they would
not take Leave to at ; and that, whilft they could

- have Redrefs, they would not feek Revenge.

None but defperate Parricides will make the
Peca:le defperate. o
Iam, &c.

SATUR:
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SATURDAY,‘JP}-:'I 15, 1725 No. 2.

Confiderations on the defiructive Spirit of arbitrary
ower. With the Bleffings of Liberty, and our
own Cenfiitution. :

S IR,
T HE Good of the Governed being the fole End
of Government, they muft be the greateft
" and beft Governors, who make their People great
and happy ; and they the worft, who make their
People little, wicked, and miferable. Power ina
free State, is a Truft committed by All to One or
a Few, to watch for the Security, and purfue the
Intereft, of All: And, when that Security is not
fought, nor that Intereft obtained, we know what
Opinion the People will have of their Govermors.
" It is the hard Fate of the World, that there
fhould be any Difference in the Views and Interefts
of the Governors and Governed ; and yet it is fo
~ in moft Countries. Men who have a ‘Fruft frankly
beftowed upon them by the People, too frequentlv
betray that Truft, become Confpirators againft
their Benefa&tors, and turn the Sword upon thofe
who gave it ; infomuch that in the greateft Part of
the Earth, People are happy if they can defend
themfelves againft their Defenders.

Let us look round this great World, and behold
what an-immenfe Majority of the whole Race of
Men crouch under the Yoke of a few Tyrants,
naturally aslow as the meaneft of themfelves, and,

by being Tyrants, worfe than the worft ; who,
as
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as Mr. Sidney obferves, ufe their Subjelts like Affes
and Maftiff Dogs, to work and to fight, to be oppre/-
fed and killed for them. - Even the good Qualitics
and Courage of fuch Subje&s are their Misfortune,’
by ftrengthening the wicked Hands of their brutal
Mafters, and. ftrengthening their own Chains.
Tyrants confider their People as their Cattle, and
‘ufe them worfe, as they fear them more. Thus
the moft of Mankind are become the wretched
Slaves of thofe, who are or fhould be their: own
Creatures ; they maintain their haughty Mafters
like Gods, and their haughty Matfters often ufe
them like Dogs: A fine Specimen of Gratitude
and Duty ! '

Yet this cruel Spirit in Tyrants is not always
owing naturally to the Men, fince they are natu-
rally like other Men; but it is owing to the Na-
ture of the Dominicn which they exercife. Good
Laws make a good Prince, if he has a good Un-
derftanding ; but the beft Men grow mifchievous
when they are fet above Laws. Claudius was a
very harmlefs Man, while he was a private Man
but when he came to be a Tyrant, he proved a
bloody one, almoft as bloody as his Nephew and
Predeceflor Caligula ; who had alfo been a very

ood Subje&, but when he came to be the Roman
‘mperor, grew the profefled Executioner of Man-

kind. »
" There is fomething fo wanton and monftrous in
Jawlefs Power, that there fcarce ever was a human
Spirit that could bear it ; and the Mind of Man,
which is weak and limited, oughtnever to be truft-
ed with a-Power that is boundlefs. The State of
"T'yranny is a State of War ; and where it prevails,
inftead of an Intercourfe of Confidence and Affec-
tion,
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tion, as between a lawful Prince and his Subje&s,
nothing is to be feen but Jealoufy, Miftruft, Fear,
and Hatred : An arbitrary Prince and his Slaves
often deftroy onc another, to be fafe: They are
continually plotting againft his Life ; he is conti-
nually fhedding their Blood, and plundering them
of their Property.

" Cuniia ferit, dum cunéia timet.

I think it was fuftinian, the Emperor, who

faid, Though we are above the Law, yet we live ac-

- cording to the Law : But, by his Majefty’s Favour,
there was more Turn than Truth in the Saying ;
for Princes that think themfelves above Law, a&
almoft conftantly againft all Law ; of which Truth
Fuftinian himfelf is a known Inftance. Good
Princes never think themfelves above it.

It is an affefling Onhforvation, that the Power
given for tiic Protefion of the World, fhould, ia
fo many Places, be turned to the Deftruction of it.
¢¢ As if the Law was in Force for their Deftruc-

tion, and not for their Prefervation; that it
fhould have Power to kill, but not to proteét,
¢¢ them: A Thing no lefs horrid, than if the
Sun fhould burn us without lighting us, or the
Earth ferve only to bury, and not feed and nou-
¢¢ rith us,” fays Mr. #aller in a Speech of his in
Parliament.

Defpotick Power has defaced the Creation, and
laid the World wafte. In the fineft Countries in
Afia, formerly full of People, vou are now forced
to travel by the Compafs: There are no Roads,
Houfes, nor Inhabitants. The Sun is left to
fcorch up the Grafs and Fruits, which it had
raifed ; or the Rain to rot them: The Gifté oj

‘ o



)ir

CAT0’s LETTERS. 18

God are left to perith; there being none of his
Creatures, neither Man nor Beatt, lcft to ufe and
confume them. The Grand Seignior, who (if
we may believe fome fandtified Mouths, not ad-
dited to Lying) is the Vicegerent of Heaven,
fruftrates the Bounty of Heaven ; and, being the’
Father of his People, has almoft butchered them
all. Thofe few (comparatively very few) who
have yet furvived the miferable Fate of their Bre-
thren, and are referved for Sacrifices to his Cru-
elty, as Occafion offers, and his Luft prompts
him, live the ftarving and wretched Property of
ravenous and bloody Bathaws ; whofe Duty to their
Matfter, as well as their own Avarice, obliges them
to keep the People, over whom they prefide, poor
and miferable. )

But neither Bathaws, nor Armies, could keep
that People in fuch abjeét Slavery, if their Priefts
and Do&tors had not made Paflive Obedience a
Principle of their Religion. The holy Name of
God is prophaned, and his Authority belied, to
bind down Wretchednefs upon his Creatures, and
to fecure the Tyrant that doesit. The moft con-
fummate of all Wickednefs, and the higheft of all
Evils, are fan&tified by the Teachers of Religion,
and made by them aPart of it.  Yes, Tur#ifb Sla-
very is con('{rmed, and Turtib Tyranny defended,
by Religion !

Sir Paul Ricaut tells us, that the Tur#s maintain,

. That the Grand Scignior can never be depofed, or made

accountable for his Crimes, whilft hedefiroys carelefly
ﬁbis Subjetts under a Hundred a Day : *Tis made
artyrdom to die fubmiffively by the Hand of the
Tyrant ; and fome of his higheft Slaves have de-
clared that they wanted only that Honour to ccim-
: - plete
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plete theif '»egg:ffyi They hold, that it is their
Duty to fubimit,though their Tyrant command a
whole Army of them to precipitate themfelves from a
Rock, or to build a Bridge with Piles of their Bodies
Jfor bim to pafs a River, or to kill one another to afford
him Paftime and Pleafure.
Merciful God ! k this Government! And do
fuch Governors govern by Authority from Thee !
It is fcarce credible what Monfieur de L’ Effoille
tells us: He fays he travelled in the Indies for above
Twenty Days together, through Lanes of People
hanged upon Trees, by Command of the King;
who had ordered above a Hundred Thoufand of
them to be thus murthered and gibbeted, only be-
caufe two or threc Robberies had been committed
-amongft them. Bayle, Reponfe aux Queft. d un
Provine. Tom. L p. 595.
" It is one of the great Evils of Servitude, that
Jet the Tyranny be ever fo fevere, ’tis always flat-
tered ; and the more fevere ’tis, the more ’tis flat-
tered. The Oppreflors of Mankind are flattered
beyond all others ; becaufe Fear and Servitude na-
turally produce, as well as have recourfe to, Flat-
tery, as the beft Means of Self-Prefervation ;
whereas Liberty, having no Occafion for it,
fcorns it.  Sir Paul Ricaut afcribes the Decay of
the Ottoman Empire to the Force of Flattery, and
calls the Turkifb Court, a Prifon and Banniard of
Slaves.
- Old Muley, the Lord’s Anointed of Moraces,
who it feems is ftill alive, is thought to have but-
chered Forty Thoufand of his Subjects with his
own Hands.— Such a Father is he of his People !
"~ And yet his Right to thed human Blood being a
genuine Charaleriftick of the Church of Morocce,
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as by Law eftablithed, People are greedy to die by
his Hand; which, they ate taught to imagine,
dlfpatchea them forthwith to Paradife : Infomuch

" that, though, as I am told, every Time he mounts

his Horfe, he flices off the Head of the Slave that
holds' his Stirrup, to fhew that he is as good ap
Executioner as he is a Horfeman, yet tEere is a
conftant Contention among his Slaves, who fhall
be the happy Martyr on that Occafion ; fo that fe-
veral of them crowding to his Stirrup at cnce, for
the gracious Favour, his Majefty has fometimes
the Honour to cut off Two Heads, and to make
‘Two Saints, with one Blow.

The Exercife of defpotick Power is the unre-
lcnting War of an armed Tyrant upon his un-
armed Subjedts: It is 2 War of one Side, and in
it there is neither Peace nor Truce. Tacitus de-
fcribes it,— Sazwva juffa, continuas accu/}zmna.séfal-
laces amicitias, pernictem innocentium: — *¢ Cruel
¢¢ and bloody Orders, centinual Accufations,

¢¢ faithlefs Friendfhips, and the Deftru&ion of

¢¢ Innocents.” In another Place he fays, ¢ That
¢¢ ltaly was one continual Shambles, and moft of
¢¢ its fair Cities were defaced or ovcrthrown,
¢ Rome itfelf was in many Places laid in Afhes,
£¢ with the greateft Part of its magnificent Build-
¢ ings: 'Virtue was delpifed, and barefaced De-
¢ bauchery prevailed. The folitary Iflands were
¢¢ filled with illuftrious Exiles, and thevery Rocks
¢¢ were ftained with Slaughters: But, ia the City
¢ jtfelf, Cruclty raged ftill more; it was dange-
¢ rous to be Noble, it was a Crime to be Rich,
¢ it was Capital to have borne Honours, and
¢¢ High Treafon to have refufed them ; and for

£¢ Vlrtuc and Merit, they brought fure and fudden

© ¢¢ Deftruc-
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¢¢ Deftru&ion.” Thefe were fome of the Rava-
ges of abfolute Dominion! And as to the common
People, the fame Author fays, ¢ They were de-
¢¢ bauched and difpirited, and given up to Idle-
¢ nefs and feeing Shews.”” Plebs fordida Circo &
Theatris fueta.

Ob ! abject State of fuch as tamely groan
Under a blind Dependency on One !

Thisis a Sort of Government, which is too
great and heavy a Curfe for any one to with, even

upon thofe who are foolith enough, or wicked -

cenough, to contend for its Lawfulnefs ; or, which
is the fame ‘Thing, for Submiffion to it : But fure-
g, if ever any N%an deferved to feel the mercilefs
ripes of Tyranny, it is he who is an Adwocate
for it. Phalaris alted juftly, when he hanfelled his
‘Brazen Bull with the Wretch who invented it.
As arbitrary Power in a fingle Perfon has made
greater Havock in human Nature, and thinned
Mankind more, than all the Beafts of Prey and
all the Plagues and Earthquakes that ever were;
fet thofe Men confider what they have to anfwer
for, who would countenance fuch a monftrous
Evil in the World, or would oppofe thofe that
would oppofe it. A Bear, a Lion, or a Tyger,
may now and then pick up fingle Men in a Wood,
or a Defert ; an Earthquake fometimes may bury
a Thoufand or Two Inhabitants in the Ruins of a
‘Town ; and the Peftilence may once in many
Years carry off a much greater Number: But a
‘Tyrant fhall, out of a wanton perfonal- Paffion,
carry Fire and Sword through a whole Continent,
and deliver up a Hundred Thoufand of his Fellow
' Creatures
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Creatures to the Slaughter in one Day, without
‘any Remorfe or further Notice, than that they
died for his Glory. I fay nothing of the moral
Effe&t of Tyranny ; though ’tis certain that Igno-
rance, Vice, Poverty, and Vilenefs, always at-
tend it.

He who compares.the World now with what it
was formerly, how populous once, how thin now;
and confiders the Caufe of this doleful Alteration,
will find juft Reafon to fear, that Spiritual and
Temporal Tyranny, if they go on much longer,
will utterly extinguith thehuman Race. Of Turkeyl
have fpoken already: The great Continent of
America is almoft unpeopled, the Spaniards having
deftroyed, ’tis thought, about Forty Millions-of
its Natives ; and for fome Kingdoms in Europe,
efpecially towards the North, I do not believe that
they have now half the Inhabitants that they had
1o lately as a Hundred Years ago. '

Blefled be God, there are ftill fome free Coun-
tries in Europe, that abound with People and with
Plen;:}y, and England is the foremoft. This de-
monftrates the ineftimable Blefling of Liberty. Can
we ever over-rate it, or be too jealous of a'l'};cafure
which includes in it almoft all human Felicities ?
Or can we encourage too much thofe that contend
for it, and thofe that promote it ? Itis the Parent
of Virtue, Pleafure, Plenty, and Security ; and
*tis innocent, as well as lovely. In all Conten-
tions between Liberty and Power, the latter has
almoft conftantly been the Aggreflor. Liberty, if
ever it produce any Evils, does alfo cure them:
Its worft Effe&t, Licentioufnefs, never does, and
never can, continue long. Anarchy cannot be of
much Duration : and where ’tis fo, it is the Child
- and

2
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and Companion of Tyranny ; which is not Go-
vernment, but a Diffolution of it, as Tyrants are
the Enemies of Mankind,  _

Power is like Fire ; it warms, f{corches, or de-
ftroys, according as it is watched, provoked, or
increafed. It is as dangerous as ufeful. Its only
Ruleis the Good of the People ; but becaufe it is
apt to break its Bounds, in all good Governments
‘nothing, or as little as may be, ought to be left to
Chance, or the Humours of Men in Authority :
All fhould proceed by fixed and ftated Rules, and
upon any Emergency, new Rules thould be made.
Thhis is the Conftitution, and this the Happinefs
of Englifbmen; as hath been formerly thewn at large
in thefe Letters.

We have a Conflitution that abhors abfolute
Power ; we have a King that does not defire it ;
-and we are a People that will never fuffer it: No
free People will ever fubmit to it, unlefs it fteal
.upon them by Treachery, or they be driven into
it by Violence. But a State can never be too fe-
“cure againft this terrible, this laft of all human
Evils; which may be brought upon them by many
Caufes, even by fome that at. firft Sight do not
feem to threaten any fuch Thing: And of all
-thofe Caufes, none feems more boding than a ge-
neral Diftrefs, which certainly produces general
Difcontent, the Parent of Revolutions; and in
what fuch a Circumftance of Affairs may end, no
Man can ever forefee: Few are brought about
without Armies ; a Remedy almoft always worfe
than the Difeafe. What is got by Soldiers, muft
be maintained by Soldiers ; and we have, in this
Paper, already feen the frightful Image of a Mi-

itary Government ; a Government, which, at
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‘b:ft, is wviolent and bloody, and eternal'y incon-

fiftent with Law and Property.
It is therefore a dreadful Wickednefs to have

-any Share in giving Occafion for thofe Difcon-

tents, which are fo apt to burft into Rage and

Confufion. A State fometimes recovers out of a
-Convulfion, and gains new Vigour by it; but it

much oftener expires in it. Heaven preferve me
from ever beholding contending Armies in Lug-
lind ! They are different Things from what they
once were. QOur Armies formerly were only a

-Number of the People armed occafionally ; and
-Armies of the People are the only Armies which
-are not formidable to the People. Hence it is,

that, in the many Revolutions occafioned by the
Strife between the two Royal Houfes of Yor and
Lancafter, there never was any-Danger of Slavery
from an armed Force: A fingle Battle decided the
Contention ; and next Day thefe popular Soldiers
went Home, and refumed their ordinary Arms,
the Tools .of Hufbandry. But fince that Time
Armies have not been fo eafily parted with ; but
after the Danger was over for which they were
raifed, have often been obflinately kept up, and by
that Means created Dangers fliil as great.

- Some Quacks in Politicks may perhaps venture

publick Difturbances, out of an Opinion that-
they fhall be able to prevent them by Art, or fup-
prels them by Force. But this fhews their Capa-
city, as well as their Wickednefs : For, not tomen-

tion the Malignity of thcir Hearts, in rifquing pub-

lick Ruin, to gratify a private Appetite ; how can
any Event be certainly forefeen, when the Mca-
fure of the Caufe cannot be certainly known ?
They can never afcertain the Degree of Oppofi-
Vor. L K tion ¢ |
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tion ; they cannot foreknow what Circumftances
may happen, nor into whofe Hands Things may
fall. Cicero did not dream, when he employed
O¢avius for the Commonwealth, that his young
‘Champion for Liberty would ever be the Tyrant
of his Country. 'Who could forefee that Cromwel
would enflave thofe whom he was employed to de-
fend? But there is no trufting of Liberty in the
Hands of Men, who are obeyed by great Armies.

From hence may be feen what a fatal and cry-
ing Crime it would be, in any free Country, to
break the Confidence between the Prince and his
People. When Loyalty is once turned into Indif-
ference, Indifference will foon be turned into Ha-
tred ; Hatred will be returned with Hatred ; Re-
fentment may produce Tyranny, and -Rage may
produce Rebellion. There is no Mifchief which
this mutual Miftruft and Averfion may not bring
forth. They muft therefore be the blackeft Tray-
tors, who are the firft Authors of fo terrible an
Evil, as are they who would endeavour to prote&
them.

Henry M. of Cafiile faid, That be feared the
Curfe of his People more than he did the Arms of his
Enemies : In which Saying he fhewed as much
Wifdom as Humanity ; fince, while he was be-
loved at Home, he had nothing to fear from
Abroad, and the Curfes of his Subje@s were the
likelieft Means to bring upon him the Arms of his
Enemies,

G I am, &c.

SaTUR-
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| SATURDAY, April 22, 1721, No. 26.

The fad Effets of general Corruption, quoted from
Algernon Sidney, Efg;

S IR, ' :
I Send you, for the Entertainment of your Read-
ers this Week, two or three Paflages out of
the great Algernon Sidney : An Author, who can

never be too much valued or read ; who does Ho-

nour to the Englifh Nobility, and to the Englifh
Name ; who has written better upon Government
than any Englifbman,and as well as any Foreigner ;
and who was a Martyr for that Liberty which he
has fo amiably defcribed, dnd fo nobly defended.
He fell a Sacrifice to the vile and corrupt Court of
our pious.Charles 1. He had afferted the Rights
of Mankind, and thewed the Odioufnefs of Ty-
ranny ; he had expofed the Abfurdity and Vilenefs
of the facred and fafthionable Doétrines of thofe
Days, Paflive Obedience, and Hereditary Right;
Doérines, - which give the Lie to common Senfe,
and which would deftroy all common Happinefs
and Security amongft Men! Doctrines, which
were never pratifed by thofe that preached them!
and Doétrines, whick are big with Nonfenfe,
Contradi&ion, Impoffibility, Mifery, Wickednefs,
and Defolation! Thefe were his Crimes, and
thefe his Glory.

The Book is every way excellent: He had
read and digefted all Hiftory ; and this Performance
of his takes in the whole Bufinefs of Govemmentl :

K 2 t
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makes us fome Amends for thz Lofs of Cicero’s

Books de Republica. Colonel Sidney had all the
clear and comprehenfive Knowledge, and all the
Dignity of- Expreflion, of that great Mafter of
Eloquence and Politicks ; his Love of Liberty was

-as warm, his Honefty as great, and his Courage

greater.
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s¢ Liberty cannot be preferved, if the Manners
of the People are corrupted ; nor abfolute Mo-
narchy introduced, where they are fincere:
Which is fufficient to thew, that thofe who ma-
nage free Governments ought always, to the
utmoft of their Power, to oppofe Corruption,
becaufe otherwife both they and their Govern-
ment muft inevitably perifh ; and that, on the
other hand, the abfolute Monarch muft endea-
vour to introduce it, becaufe he cannot fubfift
without it. *Tis alfo fo natural for all fuch
Monarchs to place Men in Power who pretend
to love their Perfons, and will depend upon their
Pleafure, that poflibly *twould be hard to find
one in the World who has not made it the Rule
of his Government: And this is not only the
Way to Corruption, but the moft dangerous of
all. ~ For though a good Man may love a good
Monarch, he will obey him only when he com-
mands that which is juft; and no one can en-
gage himfelf blindly to do whatever he is com-
manded, without renouncing all Virtue and Re-
ligion ; becaufe he knows not whether that
which fhall be commanded is confiftent with
each, or dire&ly contrary to the Laws of God
and Man. But if fuch a Monarch be evil,

. R X 3 and
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and his A&ions fuch as they are too often found-
to be; whoever bears an Affe&tion to him, and-
feconds his Defigns,- declares himfelf an Enemy
to all that is good ; and.thc Advancement of’
fuch Men to Power, does mot only introduce,
foment, and increafe Corruption, but fortifies:
it in fuch a Manner,. that witheut an entire
Renovation of that State, it.cannot be removed.
Il Men may poffibly creep into any Govern--
ment ; but when the worft are placed neareft’

“the Throne, and raifed to Honours for being’

fo, they will with that Force.endeavour to draw
all Men to a Conformity of Spirit with them~

“felves, that it can no otherwife be prevented’
" than by deftroying.them, and the Princigle in’

which they live..
¢¢ Man naturally follows that which is good,
or {eems to him to be fo. Hence it is, that in-
well-governed States, where a Value is put upon:
Virtue, and no one honcured unlefs for fuch:
Qualities as are beneficial to the Publick ; Men-
are from the tendereft Years brought up in a'
Belief, that nothing in this World deferves to
be fought after, but fuchHonours as are acquired
by virtuous Alions :- By this Means Virtue it~
felf becomes popular, as in Sparta, Rome, and
other Places, where Riches (which, with the.
Vanity that follows them, and the Honours:
Men give to them, arc the Root of all Evil):
were either totally banifhed, or little regarded.
When no other Advantageattended the greateft
Riches, than the Opportunity of living more
fumptuoufly or delicioufly, Men of great Spirits
flighted them. When Ariffippus told Cleantbhes,
that if he would go to Court and flatter the
K 3 ¢¢ Tyrant, .
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Tyrant, he need not feek his Supper under a
Hedge; the Philofopher anfwered, That he
who could content himfelf with fuch a Supper,
need not go to Court to flatter the Tyrant.
Epaminimdas, Ariftides, Phocion, and even the
Lacedemonian Kings, found no Inconvenience in
Poverty, whilft their Virtue was honoured, and
the richeft Princes in the World feared their
Valour andPower. It was not difficult for Curius,
Fabricius,Cincinnatus,or Emilius Paulus,tocon-
tent themfelves with the narroweft Fortune,
when it was no Obftacle to them in the Purfuit
of thofe Honours which their Virtues deferved.
>Twas in vain to think of bribing a Man, who
fupped upon the Coleworts of his own Garden.
He could not be gained by Gold, who did not
think it neceffary. He that could rife from the
Plough to the Triumphal Chariot, and content-
edly return thither again, could not be corrupt-
ed; and he that left the Senfe of his Poverty
to his Executors, who found not wherewith to
bury him, might leave Macedon and Greece to
the Pillage of his Soldiers, without taking to
himfelf any Part of the Booty. But when
Luxury was brought into Fafhion, and they
came to be honoured who lived magnificently,
though they had in themfelves no Qualities to
diftinguifh them from the bafeft of Slaves, the
moft virtuous Men were expofed to Scorn if
they were poor; and that Poverty, which had
been the Mother and Nurfe of their Virtue, grew
infupportable. The Poet well underftood what
Effect this Change had upon theW orld, who faid,
Nullum crimen abefl facinufque libidinis, ex quo
Paupertas Romana perit, JuvENAL.

¢ When
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When Riches grew to be neceffary, the Defire -

of them, which is the Spring of all Mifchief,.
followed. They who could not obtain Ho-
nours by the nobleft A&ions, were obliged to:
get Wealth, to purchafe them from Whores or
Villains, who expofed them-to Sale: And when-
they were once entered into this Track, they
foon learned the Vices of thofe from whom they
had received their Preferment, and to delight in-

the Ways that had brought to it. 'When they -

were come to this, nothing could ftop them:
All Thought and Remembrance of Good was
extinguithed. They who had bought the Com~
mands of Armies or Provinces from Icelus or
Nareciffus, fought only to draw Money from
them, to enable them to ﬂpurchafe higher Dig-
nities, or gain a more affured Protetion from.
thofe Patrons. This brought the Government:
of the World under a2 moft infamous Traffick ;
and the Treafures arifing from it were, for the
moft part, diffipated by worfe Vices than the
Rapine, Violence, and Fraud with which they
had been gotten. The Authors of thofe Crimes
had nothing left but their Crimes ; and the Ne-
ceflity of committing more, through the Indi-
gency into which they were plunged by theExtra-
vagance of their Expences. Thefe Things are
in{eparable from the Life of a Courtier ; for as
fervile Natures are guided rather by Senfe than
Reafon, fuch as addict themfelves to the Service
of Courts, find no other Confolation in their
Mifery, than what they receive from fenfual
Pleafures, or fuch Vanities as they put a Value
upon ; and have no other Care than to get
Money for their Suplgly, by begging, ftealing,

4 ¢¢ bribing, .



200 CATO’s LETTERS.

(X1
(19
(13
€<
(19
[13
(19
(13
(13
(13
(13
&
(13
[13
€¢
€<
€<
¢
(43
€<
€<
€c
[ 13
€<
(14
(13
(43
(43
(13
€¢
(X4
(13

bribing, and other infamous Pra&ices. Their
Offices are more or lefs efteemed, according to
the Opportunities they afford for the Exercife
of thefe Virtues; and no Man feeks them for
any- other End than for Gain, nor takes any
other Way than that which conduces to it.
The ufual Means of attaining them are, by
obferving the Prince’s Humour, flattering his
Vices, ferving him in his Pleafures, fomenting
his Paflions, and by advancing his worft-De-
fizns, to create an Opinion in him that they
love his Perfon, and are entirely addicted to
his Will.  When Valour, Induftry, and Wif-
dom advanced Men to Offices, it was no eafy
Matter for a Man to perfuade the Senate he
had fuch Qualities as were required, if ke had
them not : But when Princes feek only fuch as
love them, and will do what they command,
’tis cafy to impofe upon them ; and becaufe
none that are good will obey them when they
commiand that which is not fo, they are always
encompaffed by the worft. Thofe who follew
them only for Reward, are moft liberal in pro-
fefling Affetion to them ; and by that Means
rife to Places of Authority and Power. The
Fountain being thus corrupted, nothing that is
pure can come from it. Thefe mercenary
Wretches having the Management of Affairs,
Juftice and Honour are fet at a Price, and the
moft lucrative Traffick in the World is thereby
eftablithed. Eutropius, when he wasa Slave, ufed
topick Pockets and Locks 5 but being made a Mini-

¢ fler,y he fold Cities, Armies, and Provinces 5 (*) and

#) —— Nunc uberiore rapina
Peccat in urbe manus, CLavup.

(41 ﬁm‘
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Jome have undertaken to give probable Reafons to

believe, that Pallas, one of Claudius’s manumifed
Slaves, by thefe Means, brought together more
IWealth in Six Years, thanall the Roman Difa-
tors and Confuls had done, from the Expulfion of
the Kings to their P%ge into Afia. The reft
walked in the fame Way, and the fame Arts,-
and many of them fucceeded in the fame Man-
ner. Their Riches confifted not of Spoils.
taken from Enemies, but were the bafe Produ&
of their own Corruption. They valued no-
thing but Money, and thofe who could bribe
them were fure to be advanced to the higheft
Offices ; and, whatever they did, feared no Pu~.
nilhment. Like Effets will ever proceed from
the like Caufes. When Vanity, Luxury, and -
Prodigality are in Fathion, the Defire of Riches
muft neceffarily increafe: in proportion to them ¢
And when the Power is in the Hands of bafe

mercenary Perfons, they will always (to ufe the -
. Courtiers Phrafe) make as much Profit of their -
-Places as they can. Not only Matters of Fa-
vour, but of Juftice too, will.be expofed to-

Sale ; and no Way will be open to Honours-
or Magiftracies, but bypaying largely for them. .
He that gets an Office by thefe Means, will
not execute it gratis : - He thinks he may fell’
what he has bought ; and would hot have en- -

tered by corrupt Ways, if he had not intended -

to deal corruptly : Nay, ifa well-meaning Man -
thould fuffer -himfelf to be fo far carried away"
by the Stream of a prevailing Cuftom,. as “to~

purchafe Honours of fuch Villains, he would bev
obliged to continue in the fame Courfe, that he -
might gain Riches to procure the Continuance -

‘ K5 ¢ of
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¢¢ of his BenefaQtor’s Prote&ion, or to obtain the
¢¢ Favour of fuch as happen to fucceed them.
¢¢ And the Corruption thus beginning in the Head,
¢ muft neceflarily diffufe itfelf into the Members
¢¢ of the Commonwealth : Or, if any one (which
¢¢ is not to be expected) after having been guilty
¢¢ of one Villainy, fhould refolve to commit no
¢¢ more, it could have no other Effe&®, than to
¢ bring him to Ruin ; and he being taken away,
¢¢ all Things would return to their former Chan-

¢ nel.
Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, April 29,1721. No. 27.

General Corruption, how ominous to the Publick, and
how difcouraging to every virtuous Man. With
its fatal Progrefs whenever encouraged.

S IR,

VAL LUST, or whoever elfe was the Author
of the two Difcourfes to Cefar about fettling
the Commonwealth, obferves to that Emperor,
that thofe Magiftrates judge wildly, who would
derive their own Security from the Corruption of
the People; and therefore make them wicked
Men, to make them good Subje&ts: Whereas, fays
he, ’tis the Interef? of a virtuous Prince to make his
People virtuous ; for, the Debauched, having thrown
off all Refiraint, are of all Men the moft ungovern-
.able.
Pliny tells Trajan, That all his Predeceffors,
except Nerva and one or two more, ftudied how
: to
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to debauch their People, and how to banifh all
Virtue, by introducing all Vices ; firft, becaufe
they were delighted to fee others like themfelves ;
fecondly, becaufe the Minds of the Romans being
depraved by the Tafte and Vices of Slaves, they"
would bear with greater Tamenefs the Imperial
Yoke of Servitude.

Thus did thefe Governors and Enemies of Rome -
deftroy Virtue, to fet up Power. Nor was fuch
Policy at all new or ftrange : It was then, and al-
ways will .be, the direét Road to abfolute Mo-
narchy, which is in its Nature at everlafting En-
mity with all Goodnefs and Honefty. The Ro-
man Virtueand the Roman Liberty expired toge-
ther ; Tyranny and Corruption came upon them”
almoft hand in hand.

This fhews the Importance of an honeft Ma--
giftracy 3 nothing certainly is more threatening, .
or more to be apprehended, than a corrupt one..
A Knave in Power is as much to be dreaded, as-
a Fool with a Firebrand 'in a2 Magazine of Pow--
der: You have fcarce a bare Chance for not being;
blown up. , ,

From the wicked and worthlefs Men, wha.en=-
groffed all the Placesat Rome in the latter Days of -
the Commonwealth, and from the monftrous Pro- -
digalities, infamous Briberies, and endlefs Corrup-
tions, promoted by thefe Men, the fudden Thrale
dom of that glorious City might eafily have been -
forefeen. It was fcarce poffible to be honeft, and -
preferreds  Atticus- would never- accept of any:
Employment, thouph he was offered the highef{. -
¢ This Refufal, fays Monfieur Bayle, was doubt--
¢ lefs owing to his Virtue : There was no rifing'
¢ to Offices then, but by Means that were infa~-

’ ¢ mous ;.
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mous 3 nor was there any fuch Thing as exe-
cuting thefe Offices according to the Rules of
Juftice and the publick Good, without being
expofed to the Refentment and Violence of
many and great wicked Men. He therefore
chofc to be rather a virtuous private Man, than
an exalted and publick Rogue.

¢ How charming is this Example, but how
rare ! If all Men were like Atticus, there would
be no Danger of a State of Anarchy. But as
to that we may be eafy ; for there will be al-
ways more Rogues and Rooks at hand to be
devouring and monopolizing Places; by all pro-
})}er vile Means, than there will be Places to be-

ow. ,

Bayle goes on, and tells us of ¢ a great Travel-
ler, who being rallied upon his rambling Hu-
mour, anfwered, That he would ceafe Travel-
ling, as foon as ever he could find a Country
where Power and Credit were in the Hands of
honeft Men, and Preferments went by Merit.
Nay then, fays one who heard him, you will in-

< fallibly die travelling.

Corruption, Bribery, and Treachery, were fuch

Ways to Power, as Atticus would not tread.
Colonel Sidney fays, that ¢ a noble Perfon in his
(X3

<
(13
(13
<¢
(11
<t
Y3
<

Time, who was a great Enemy to RBribery,
was turned out fram a confiderable Poft, as a
Scandal to the Court; For, faid the principal
Minifter, he will make no Profit af bis Place;
and by that Means caft a Scandal upon thofe that
do.”” And Alexander ab Alexandro teils aStory of
a very honeft Man, well fkilled in the Langua-
ges, who having long ftruggled with Difficulties
and Poverty, while he trufted in vain to his

: ¢¢ Honefty
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¢¢ Honefty and Learning, bethought himfclf of a
¢¢ contrary Road ; and therefore turning Pimp and
¢¢ Pathick, inftantly he profpered, and got great
¢¢ Riches, Power, and Places.

" Aude aliquid brevibus gyaris & carcere dignum.

. Cicero, who lived to fee difmal Days of Ambi-
tion and Corruption at Reme, was fenfible that he
could dolittle or no Good with all his Abilities and
his Honefty., ¢ IfI faw, fays be in a Letter to
¢ Lentulus, if I faw the Commonwealth held and
¢¢ governed by corrupt and defperate Men, as
¢¢ has happened in my. Days and formerly, no
¢¢ Motive or Confideration fhould engage me in
¢¢ their Interefts ; neither their Bribes could move
¢ me, nor could Dangers, which often fway
¢¢ the boldeft Men, terrify me; nor could any
¢ of their Civilities, or any of their Oblfgations,
¢¢ foften me. ' ' '

. Talking, in another Place, of the Senate, then
awed by Power, or governed by Avarice, he fays,
Aut affentiendum ¢} nulla cum gravitate paucis aut
Sruftra diffentiendum : That is, You muft either
bafely vote with Crqffus and Cefar, and one or
two Men more in Power, or vote againft them to
no Purpofe.. Thefe great Men did not feek Power,
nor ufe it, to do Good to their Country, which is
the End of Power ; but to themfelves, which is
the Abufe of Power. Where Government is de-
generated into Jobbing, it quickly runs into Ty-"

- ranny and Diflolution : And he whoin any Coun-

try poffefles himfelf of a great Poft for the Sake of -
gainful Jobbs, as a certain great Perfon once owned
that he did, ought to finifh his laft Jobb under a

It

- Gallows.
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It is natural and neceffary for thofe that have
corrupt Ends, to make ufe of Means that are cor-
rupt, and to hateall Men that are uncorrupt.

I would lay it down as a Rule for all Nations

to confider and obferve, That where Bribery is
praltifed, ’tis a Thoufand to one but Mifchief is
intended ; and the more Bribery, the more Mif-
" chief. 'When therefore the People, or their Tru-
" ftees, are bribed, they would do well to confi-
der, that it is not, it ¢annet be, for their own
Sakes. Honeft and open Defigns, which will bear
Light and Examination, are hurt and difcredited
by bafe and dark Expedients to bring them about :
But, if you would perfuade a Man to be a Rogue,
it is natural that Money fthould be your firft Argu-
ment ; and therefore, whoever offers me a Bribe,
does tacitly acknowledge that he thinks me a
Knave. ~

Tacitus, taking Notice of the woful Decline of
Virtue and Liberty, towards the End of the Re-
publick, fays, That the greateft Villainies were’
committed with Impunity, and Ruin was-the Price
of Honefty : Deterrima quaque impune, ac multa-.
henefla exitio fuere. And indeed, where Corruption
and publick Crimes are not carefully oppofed, and
feverely punifthed, neither Liberty nor Security
can poflibly fubfift. :

The immenfe Briberies' pra&ifed by Fulius:
Czfar, were fure and terrible Prefages of Czfar’s
Tyranay. It is amazing what mighty Sums he .
gave away : Caius Curio alone, one of the Tri-
bunes, was bought into his Intereft, at no fmaller
2 Price than Half a Million of our Money.’
Other Magiftrates too had their:Shares ; and all.
were bribed, who would be bribed. We may.

eafily
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eafily conceive how he came by fuch Sums ; he
got them as wickedly as he gave them away.
Nor can I call him generous in this vaft Libera-
lity ; fince he purchafed the Roman Empire with

~ its own Money, and gave away a Part to get the

Whole.

Unjuft and unfrugal Ways of throwing away
Money, make wicked and violent Means necef-
fary to get Money ; and Rapine naturally follows
Prodigality. They' that wafte publick Money,
feldom ftop there, but go a wicked Step farther ;
and having firft drained the People, at laft opprefs -
them. Publick Frauds are therefore very alarm-
ing, as they are very big with publick Ruin.
What fhall we fay then of other Times, when
publick Schemes have been concerted to confound
all Property, to put common Honefty out of
Countenance, and banifh it from amongft Men;
and when an Appetite for Power was only an
Appetite for Mifchief? Dreadful fure was the
Profpeét! And yet this was the State of Rome in
thofe Days; as will be feen further before this
Letter is ended.

Nor would it have been any Advantage or Se-
curity to Rome, though Czfar and his Party had
been lefs able Men than in truth they were:
Having debauched the People, he did more by
Corruption towards enflaving them, than he did
by his Parts, as great as they were. It is fome-
where obferved, that to do Good requires fome
Parts and Pains ; but any Man may be a Rogue.
The World, fays the Proverb, little knowswhat filly
Fellows govern it. Even the Difficulties of doing
Good proceed from the Pravity of fome Mens
Nature, ever prone to do Evil; and fo ftrong is

' o that
2
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that Pravity, that many Men frequently flight
reat Temptations to be honeft, and embrace flight
%‘emptations to be Knaves. :
- It is an Obfervation, which every body is. ca-
pable of making, that a good Charalter loft is
. hardly, if ever, recovered. Now the Reafon of

this is, not fo much from the Malevolence of the’

World (often too ready to calumniate) as from the
Inability of a Knave to become honeft: He is, as
it were, doomed to be one : The Biafs of his Spirit
is crooked; and if ever he a&t honeflly, it is for a
roguith Reafon. I have known a Man, who,
having wilfully loft all Credit, rejeted as wilfully
all Opportunities to regain it, even when thrown
into his Lap. He could not help earning frefh De-

" teftation, with great Labour ; when he might have
acquired the higheft Renown with the. greatcft
Eafe. From hence may be feen how dangerous it
is ever to truft a Man who has once been aKnave ;
and hence too may be learned, that from Men
who have done eminent Mifchief, whether publick
or private, greater ftill is to be dreaded. Vice is
a prolifick Thing, and Wickednefs naturally be-
gets Wickednefs.

Olearius, giving an Account of Mufcovy, ob~
ferves, that *“ the Great Duke’s Court hath this
¢¢ in common with thofe of other Princes, that
¢¢ Vice takes Place of Virtue, and gets neareft the
¢¢ Throne. Thofe who have the Honour to be.
¢¢ neareft his Perfon, are withal more fubtle, more

¢ deceitful, and more infolent, than the others
¢¢ that have not. They know very well how to
¢¢ ‘make their Advantages of the Prince’s Favour,
¢¢ and look for the greateft Refpeéts and humbleft
~¢¢ Submiffions imaginable, from thofe who make
' ’ ¢¢ their

-
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¢ their Addrefles to them ; which the others ren-.
‘¢ der them, as much to avoid the Mifchief they
¢ might do to them, as for the Good they expect
¢ from thenr.”” This is the Charaéter ofa.Court,.
where one is not much furprized nor troubled to
find out Tyranny and Corruption in abundance :
But one is at once amazed and affe¢ted with the
mournful Aceount §a/luf? gives us of the Ramans in.
his Time ; the Romans, who had becn fo virtuous
a People, fo great and fo free ! "

The Romans, he fays, were arrived to that Pitch
of Corruption, that they gloried in Extravagancy
and Rapine, and made Sarcafms upon Virtue.
Modefty anda difinterefted Mind paffed with thenr
only for Sloth and Cowardice. Thofe that were
in Power, neglecting Virtue, and confpiring againft
Innocence, preferred only their own Creatures.’
Innocentes circumveniunt, fuos ad honorem tollunt
Wicked Deeds, and an infamous Charaer, were.
no Bars to the poflefling of Power; and thofe
that acted as if Rapine were their Employment,
and Plunder the Perquifites of their Place, were
not thought unfit for frefh Preferments: Non fa-,
cinusy non probum, aut flagitium obflat, quo minus
Magifiratas capiant : quod commodum eft, trahunt,
rapiunt. At laft, their Great Men had no Prin-
ciple but Rapacioufnefs, and obferved no Law but

. their Luft. The whole Commonwealth was be-

come their Prey and their Pillage : Poftremo, tan-
quam urbe capta, libidine ac licentia fua, pro legibus
utuntur. : :

‘The fame Author fays, That it would have .
leflcned his Concern, had he feen fuch great
Wickednefs perpetrated by Men of great Qualities.
But his Grief had not this Mitigation : For, fays

he,
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he, wretched Creatures with little Souls, whofe
whole Genius lay in their Tongue, and whofe
utmoft Talent and Ability was to prate glibly, ex-
ercifed with Infolence that Power which they had
acquired by Chance, or by the Sloth of others. A
e quidem mediocris dolor angeret, fi virtute partam
wiltoriam more fuo per [ervitium exercerent : Sed ho-
mines inertiffimi quorum omnisvisvirtufque in lingua
Sita et forte, & altorius focordia, dominationem ob-
latam infolentes agitant. And for the Roman Nobi-
lity of that Time, he fays, that, like ftupid Statues,
their Names and Titles were their only Orna-
ment : Inertiffimi nobiles, in quibus, ficut in flatua
prater nomen, nibil ¢ft additamenti. Salluft. ad C.
‘Ceefarem, de repub. ordinand.

We fec what a Market thefe Men made of
Power, and what a Degree: of Degeneracy they
introduced. The End of all was, the utter Lofs
of gberty, and a fettled Tyranny.

1 am, &c.

SA TURDAY, May 6, 1721. No. 28..
A Defence of CAT O againft bis Defamers:
To CAT O.

§STR,

S EE what it is to be confpicuous! Your Ho-
nefty, and the Truths which you tell, have
drawn upon you much Envy, and many Lies.
You cannot be anfwered; therefore it is fit t;)

’ . abufe
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abufe you. Had you kept groveling near the
Earth, in Company with moft other Weekly Wri-
ters, you might have lulled the Town afleep as
they do, with great Safety to your Perfon, and
without any body’s faying an unkind Word of
you : But yeu have galf;ped away fo faft and fo
far before them, that it is no Wonder the poor
Vermin, confcious of their own Heavinefs and
want of Spéed, crawl after you and curfe you, —
It is natural, human Sight is offended with Splen-
dor: This is exemplified in a Man looking at the
Sun ; he makes all the while a World of wry
Mouths and diftorted Faces. .

Confider yourfelf, Sir, as the Sun to thofe Au-
thors, who behold you with Agonies, while they
behold you with Admiration. Great Minds alone
are pleafed with the Excellencies of others, and
vulgar Souls provoked by them. The Mob of
Wrriters is like the Weavers Mob ; all Levellers..
This appears by their unmannerly and feditious
Speeches concerning you, their Monarch. Strange
Inftance of Impudence and Ingratitude ! They live
upon you, and fcold at you. Your Lot is the fame
with that of many other eminent Authors ; you
feed Vermin before you are dead.

Your Slanderers, as they are below even Con-
tempt, fo are they far below all Notice : But it is
worth confidering who fet them at work ; from
whom they receive the Wages of Proftitution ; and
what contradiGtory Things the poor Creatures are
taught to fay. Scarce a Paper appeared for a con-
fiderable Time together in which Cato’s Letters
were not extolled ; and thofe who did it endea-
voured, to the beft of their Skill, to write after
him : But finding that his Labours made theirs.

© ufelefs,
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ufelefs, and that the recommending of publick.

Spirit was too mighty a Tafk for humble Hire-
lings, they fuddenly, and without Ceremony, tack
about, and, by calumniating Cats, make them-
felves Liars: Such Deference have they for their
Cuftomers, ardd for themfelves I' ’

It is no Wonder, therefore, that. the fame wor-
thy, but waggith Pens, reprefent him, with the
fame Breath, as an abandoned Atheift, and a bigoted

Prefbyterian ; while others as plainly prove him a!

Slaming Facobite, and an arrant Republican ; thatis,.

one who is high for Monarchy, and one who is

azainft all Monarchy. I could fhew ycu thefe
precty Confiftencies in onc and the fame Paper.”

Cato had defcribed and fhewed the horrid Effe&ls:
of publick Confufion, and contended for punifhi:g:
the Authors of our own : Hence Cato is reprefenr-
ed as an Enemy to Govcsnment and Order, and a

Promoter of Confufion.

Cato had Beftowed real and unfeigned Enco-
miums upon his Majefty, and done all Juftice to.
the Abilities and Honefty of his Minifters : Hence

Cato is charged with cafting Rfraatbe:, and making .

Sarcafms upon bis Majefly and his Miniftry.

Cato has writ againft Turkifb, Afiatick, and all:

Sorts of T'vranny : Hence Cato is faid to be a great
Incendiary, and an open Enemy to our Conflitution.

Cato contends, that great Traytors ought to be

hanged : Hence Cato is traduced, as if he affronted
the Miniftry. s
Cato afferts, that the Good of Mankind is the

End of Government: Hence Cato is for deftroyirg:

all Government.
Cato lays down certain. Rules for farther efta-
- blifhing his Majefty’s Throne, and for enfuring to
- him
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him for ever the Minds of his People: Therefore
Cato is a Facobite.

Cato has thewn at large the Bleflings of a limited
Monarchy, efpecially of our own: Therefore
Cuto is a Republican.

Cato has thewn the Dreadfulnefs of popular In-
furrections and Fury ; the Mifery of Civil Wars,
the Uncertainty of their End: Therefore Cato
Sirs up the People to Sedition and Rcbellion.

Cato laments, that great Criminals are feldom
brought to the Gallows : Hencz Cato is reprefented
as one that deferves the Gallows.

_ Cato, talking of Turkey, obferves with Warmth .
.and Concern, that the holy Name of God was
belied, and Religion proftituted, to bind down

. Wretchednefs upon his Creatures, and to proteét

the Tyrant that does it : Therefore Cato feurriloufly
revzle: the Church of England.

Cato has thewn the dcftructive Terms of arbi-
‘trary Power, and how it had almoft difpcopled the

.Earth: In anfwer to this it is fuid, that Cato wears -

a dark Wig.

Cato has compldined, that this great Nation has
-been abufed, cheated, and exhaufted ; i:s Trade
-ruined ; its Credit deftroyed ; its ManufaStures dif~

-couraged, &'¢. and affirmed, thatVingeance is due

to thofe Traytors who have done it; that none

~but Traytars will prote& Trayt8rs ; that publick
- Honefty and publick Spirit ought to be encouraged,

in Oppofition ta publick Corruptnon, Bribery, “and
Rapine ; that there is Regard to be had to the
Rights, Privileges, and Tempers of the People:
That Standing Armies are dreadful Things ; that
a Military Government is_violent and bloody :
That they are the blackeft Traytors, who would

break
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break the Confidence between a Prince and his
Subje&s : That Great Men mind chiefly the get-
ting of Plumbs ; and that honeft Meafures are the
beft Meafures. To all which it is replied, That
Cato is a whimfical unreafonable Man, who talks and
expects firange Things ; and, in fine, that be dreams
odd Dreams.

By fuch powerful Arguments is Cato anfwered;
by fuch pretty Arts decried. He is really a great
Criminal; he aflerts the Rights and Property of
the People, and calls for Juftice upon thofe who
would deftroy them.  He is furely a Facobite, who
would not let certain elevated Sages do what they
would, and get what they pleafed. I would afk,
Whether the obliging, protecting, and avenging,
the injured People, be likely Ways to bring in the
Pretender 2 Yet thefe are the Ways which Cato
contends for. Or, whether the deceiving, load-

.ing, and fqueezing of the harmlefs People, be na-
tural Ways to make and keep them well affected ?
Yet thefe are the Ways which Cate condemns and
expofes.

Being detached from all Parties, eminently guilt-
lefs of all perfonal Views of his own, and going
upon Principles certainly true in themfelves, cer-
tainly beneficent to humanSociety; it is no Won-
der that he is read and approved by every intelli-
gent Man in England, except the Guilty, their
Skreens, Hirelings, and Adherents. What he
writes, the People feel to be true. If Men canbe
great Knaves, in fpite of Oppofition ;° how much
greater would they be, if there were none ? And
if Juftice be oppofed, openly, fhamelefly, and vio-
lently oppofed, in fpite of her Champions and De-
fenders ; the muft certainly be deftroyed, if ﬂxs

ha



CA4T0’s LETTERS. a5

‘had none. Itis a difmal Reflexion, that Juftice
muft fometimes be fought for Inch by Inch, before
it can be obtained, and at laft is not half obtained ;
and that the higher and blacker the Villainy is, the
greater is the Security. I hope that this will never
be our Cafe; but I could name many a Country
whofe.Cafe it has been. ,

I am not furprized that certain tall Traytors are
wvery angry with Cato. Good new hold your Tongue,
faid a Quack to his- complaining Patient, under
Agonies into which he had been caft by the Doc-
tor’s infallible Specifick : Good now hold your Tongue,
.and be eafy ;— leave the Matter to me, and the Mat-
ter will go well : That is, Lie flill and die,and I
will warrant you. Great Grief and Diftrefs will
have Utterance, in fpite of Art or Terror.

On Afcenfim Day, when the Doge of Venice
weds the Sea with a Ring, the Admiral, who con-
du@s the Bucentauro, or Veflel in which that Ce-
remony is performed, does a bold Thing: He
pawns his Head to the Senate, to enfure them,
againft the Danger and Effeéts of Tempefts and
Storms. But the Thing would ftill be bolder, if
he had firft wilfully raifed a Storm, or’ bored a
Hole in the Veflel.

I appeal to the Senfe of the Nation, daily ut-
tered in their Addrefles to the Parliament for Relief
and Vengeance ; whether Cato’s Sentiments be not
the fame with theirs ; I appeal to the Sufferings,
the heavy, melancholy Sufferings of the People,
whether either Cato or they fpeak thus without
Grounds. '

The Grounds are too vifible, and their Allega-

tions too true.—Hence the Rage of Guilt, which
is
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is more galled by Truth, than Innocence is hurt
by Lies: And hence I have heard it obferved,
concerning a Set of Worthies, that they do not
<care what Falfhoods you publifh concerning them,
but will never forgive you if you meddie with
Falts.

For certain Gentlemen to find Fault with Cato’s
Letters, is to avow their own Shame. Why was
there Occafion given for thofe Letters? Some
-other Queftions might be afked too, which would
difcover frefh Blacknefs in thefe Betrayers, were
they not already all over black. Who is it that
might have checked, and yet did not check, ram-
pant Rogues laft Summer? And from what Mo-
tives proceeded fuch Omiffion? Who is it that
openly fkreens open Guilt? Who is it that con-
“ceals the Evidence of Guilt? Who is it that
brow-beats the Purfuers of Guilt? Who is it that
throws Obftacles in the Parliament’s Way ? Who
“is it that lengthens. out the Procefs? Who is it that
ftrives to defeat the Enquiry ? Who is it that
makes Malecontents, and then reproaches them
for being fo?

In vain they fall upon Cats, with lying Re-
proaches, falfe Pictures, and ugly Nam.s: Their

- Condu&t bewrays them ; by making him of every
Party, they fhew him to be of none; as he has
fhewed himfelf to be of none. I thought it, how-
ever, not amifs, thus, once for all, to make his
Apology, and to fhew what are his Crimes, and
who his Enemies. His great Guilt is, that he
will not fpare Guilt ; and the great Objeion to his
“Wrritings is, that they cannot be anfwered. Let
the Reader judge whether I have mifreprefented
. him
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&im or his Foes, who are no other than the late
 Dire&tors, their Friends and Confederates. -

As to the poor Weekly Journeymen of the
Prefs, whofe Principle is the ready Penny, and
who, fora Morfel, defile Paper, and blot Reputa-
tions without hurting them, they deferve no Re-
fentment. It is their Profeffion to do what they
are bid, when they are paid for it. A Church is
not the lefs facred, becaufe Curs frequently lift up
their Leg againft it, and affront the Wall: It is
the Nature of Dogs. They therefore are and
ought to be pitied and overlooked ; the Bufinefs
of this Letter to you being to expofe the falfe
and unjuft Cenfures of fome, who bear a greater
Figure than fuch harmlefs Weekly Writers, with-
out poflefling more Honefty.

The Conjeétures of thefe Creatures about the
Perfon of Cato afford Matter of Mirth. They
will needs know him, right or wrong. Let them
guefs on ; whatever they guefs, I will venture to
pronounce them Liars, though -they fhould guefs
truly : Since without being able to do any thing
more than guefs, they yet go on to affirm ; which
oo honeft Man would do without competent Evi«
dence. Iam,

G S IR,

Your Humble Servant,
PORTIUS,

Vou. 1. L K SATUR-
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' SATURDAY, May 13, 1721. No. 29.

Reflexions occafioned by an Order of Council for fup-
preffing certain impious Clubs that were never d 1f-
" covered. :

§ IR,
I Would willingly propagate and preferve the fol-
lowing Order of Council, as a Monument of
his Majefty’s great Zeal for Virtue and Religion.
It is publl[{ed in the Gazette of the 2gth of Aprily
in the following Words :

At the Court of St. Fames’s, the 28th Day of
April, 1721.

PRESENT, ,
The King’s Moft Excellent Majefty in Council.

s HIS Majefty having received Information,
A which gives great Reafon to fufpett, that
¢¢ there have lately been, and ftill are, in and
¢ about the Cities of London and Wefiminfler,
¢ certain fcandalous Clubs or Societies of young
~a¢ Perfons, who meet together, and, in the moft
¢ impious and blafphemous Manner, infult the
¢ moft facred Principles of our Holy Religion,
_¢¢ affront Almighty God himfelf, and corrupt the
¢¢ Minds and Morals of one another ; and being
¢¢ refolved to make ufe of all the Authority com-
¢ mitted to him by Alm:ghty God, to pumlh
T < ¢ fuch
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fuch enormous Offenders, and to cruth fucl’

fhocking Impieties before they encreafe and draw'
down the Vengeance of God upon this Nation :
His Majefty has thought fit to command the
Lord Chancellor, and his Lordfhip is hereby
required to call together his Majefty’s Juftices
of the Peace of Middiefex and IPefiminfler, and
ftrictly to enjoin them in the moft effectual
Manner, that they, and every of them, do
make the moft diligent and careful Enquiry and
Search for the Difcovery of any thing of this
and the like Sort, tending in any wife to the
Carruption of the Principles and Manners of
Men ; and to lay before his Lordthip fuch Dif~
coveries as-from Time to Time may be madey
to the End that all proper Methods maybe
taken for the utter Suppreflion of all fuch des
teftable Practices. His Lordthip is further di-
refted to urge them to the due Execution' of

. their Office, in detefting and profecuting, with

Vigour, all Profanenefs, Immorality, and De-

. bauchery, as they value the Blefling of Al-

mighty God, as they regard the Happinefs of
their Country, which cannot fubfift, if Things
facred and virtuous are trampled upon, and as
they tender his Majefty’s Favour, to which they.
cannot recommend themfelves more effeCtually,
than by fhewing the utmoft Zeal upon fo im-
pertant an Occafion ; to which End his Lord-
thip is to acquaint them, that as his Majefty for
himfelf has nothing more at Heart than to re-
gard the Honour of God, fo impioufly ftruck
at, and 1§ determined to fhew all Marks of
Difpleafure and Difcouragement to any whg
may lie'even under the Sufpicion of fuch Prac-

. - L2 ' ¢ tices;
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¢¢ tices ; fo he fhall always account it the greateft
¢¢ and moft fubftantial Service they can do to his
¢¢ Majefty or his Government, to exert them-
¢¢ felves in difcovering any who are guilty of fuch
¢¢ Impieties, that they may be openly profecuted,
¢¢ and punithed with the utmoft Severity and
“* motft publick Ignominy which the Laws of the -
*¢ Land can infliét. :
: EpwARD SouTHWELL.

- To this it is added, in the fame Gaxette, ¢ That
¢¢ his Majefty has been pleafed to give Orders to
s¢ the principal Officers of his Houfhold, to make
¢ fri& and diligent Enquiry, whether any of
¢ his Majefty’s Servants are guilty of the horrid
¢¢ Impieties mentioned in the Order of Council
¢¢ inferted above, and to make a Report thereof
€< to his Majefty.” '

Thefe Societies muft certainly be as diftraed
as they are impious. I have indeed been in doubt
till now, whether there really were any fuch; but
I am in no doubt about the.Punifhment which
they deferve : I think that it ought to be the moft
fevere that is due to fuch raving Wickednefs,
which is fuch, as neither Youth nor Wine can
excufe, nor indeed extenuate; and till they are
further punifthed, I think that the darkeft Holes in
Bedlam ought to be their Portion. But outrageous
and godlefs as they are, they do not merit more
Deteftation and Severity, than do thofe who in-
humanly give out, that Gentlemen, who abhor
fuch Clubs, are Members of them : The Authors
of fo dreadful a Calumny are much worfe than
Murderers ; becaufe they endeavour to take away
from Men fomething much dearer than %ﬁ:

4
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They are therefore in the Clafs with Dzmons,
and earn fuch mighty Vengeance as God only can
infli&. .
The above Order of Council is very juft and
relig'ous, and of excellent Ufe and Example: So
much Zeal cinnot ftop at a Club or two of perni-
cious though private Sinners; but doubtlefs ex-
tends to other Criminals more publick and confs
derable, and even more deftru@ive. The greateft
Part of the Wickednefs done by thofe thoughtle(s
young Wretches, is done to themfelves, and like
to remain with them ; there being little Probability
that they will ever make many Profelytes to their
aftonithing Frenzies : Whereas the other great
Criminals, for the fule Sake of doing Good to
themfelves, have undone almoft every Man in
England, with England itfelf into the Bargain.
They fet Three Nations to fale ; and themfelves
fixing the Price, were themfelves the Buyers:
‘They purchafed our Happinefs, and paid us in
Want and Sorrow. Every good Man is Proof .
-againft the Contagion of Profanenefs ; but Virtue
and Goodnefs ftood us in no ftead againft our
Money-Monfters, who, having robbed all honeft

‘Men, made a Jeft of Honefty itfelf. Can there
“"be greater Evils under the Sun, than rampant

Piunderers, abandoned Corruption, and devouring
Calamity ? Or are there any other Evils which
thefe do not produce ?

We therefore take it for granted, That as bis
Majefly is determined to fbew all Marks of Difplea-
Jure and Difcouragement to any who may even lie
‘under the Sufpicion of fuch deftru&live Prafiices;

- Jo he will akways account it the moft fubflantial Sev-
: L

3 . vice
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wice that we can do to him and bis Government, to
exert outfelves in i_{/‘cwering any who gre guilty of
JSuch unparalleled Frauds, fuch National Wicked-
nefs 5 that they may be openly profecuted, and punifb-
- ed with the utmoft Severity, and moft publick Igns-
miny, that the Legiflature can inflict. .
And, as *“ his Majefty has been pleafed to give
¢¢ Orders to the Principal Officers of his Houfe-'
*¢ hold, to make ftri¢t and diligent Enquiry, whe-
ther any of his Majefty’s Servants are guilty of
¢¢ the horrid Impieties mentioned in the Order of
Council inferted above, and to make Repost
-¢¢ thereof to his Majefty :> So we may aflure our-
fclves, that the fame fevere Enquiry has been al-
ready made, whether any of thofe in Truft under
‘his Majefty, or about his Perfon, have ftained
their Hands, dithonoured their Mafter, and pro-
voked Almighty God, by promoting or embark-
ing in any of the horrid and fpreading Mifchiefs
practifed laft Year by the late Soutb-Sea Dire&ors,
and their Confederates. ‘
" An Enquiry into Religion, and the private Mo-
rals of Men, is not inconfiftent with an Enquiry
-into Civil and Publick Villainies ; nor can the for-
-mer ever prove a Bone of Contention to divert
-the latter, whatever the Wicked and the Guilty
may hope, and the Honeft and Diftreffed may ap-
_prehend.  Frefh Objecs of Horror and Averfion
cannot leffen our general Deteftation for-thofe who
-ought to be beyond all others detefted. While
we purfue Wolves and Tygers, and the mightier
Beafts of Prey, who, if they be not deftroyed, . will
continue to deftroy, we are not to be diverted by
the Scent of a Fox or Badger, though they may
’ - anooy




. be obferved ; andto pretix‘xd to be very ftrict aboug
»ie 4

CATO’s LETTE/RS'. 229

‘aninoy a private Neighbourhood, and difpeople
Hen-Roofts. )

Qur publick Virtue is the beft and fureft Proof
that we can give of our private Piety : Piety and
-Juftice are infeparable ; and Prayers faid Ten
times a Day, will not atone for a Murder or a
-Robbery committed once a Month : Appearances
go for nothing, when Fa&s contradic them. The
readieft Way therefore to thew that our Hearts are
"pure,_is_to fhew that our Hands are clean, and that
we will punifh thofe that have foul ones.

Here 1s a Teft of our Virtue and Innocence !

Let us hang up publick Rogues, as well as pu-
-nith private Blafphemers. The Obfervance of
Religion, and the Negle& of Juftice, are Contra-
di&tions. Let any Man afk himfelf, Whether a
-Nation is more hurt by a few giddy, unthinking,
young Wretches, .talking madly in their Drink ;
-or by open, .deliberate, and publick Depredations
committed by a Junto of veteran Knaves, who
add to the Injury, and to their own Guilt, by a

" Shew of Gravity, and a canting Pretence to Reli-

gion? The late Dire€ors all pretended to be good
Chriftians. I would afk one Quieftion more ; name-
ly, Whether it had not been better for England,
that the late Dire&ors, and their Mafters, .had
{pent their Nights and their Days in the Hell Fire-
Club, than in contriving and executing execrable
Schemes to ruin England ? Pray, which of the
“Two is your greater Enemy, he who robs you of
all that you have, but neither curfes nor fwears at
‘you ; or he who only curfes you or himfelf, and
takes nothing from you ? :

- Where Juftice is exa&tly obferved, Religion will

the
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‘the Latter, without mindjng the Former, would
he hizhly abfurd and ridiculous. Virtue neceflarily
produces Religion, and is itfelf Religion ; and
Profanenefs and Irreligion will ever and neceflarily
follow Corruption, the prolifick Patent of num-
‘berlefs Mifchiefs.

Private Profanenefs is not therefore half fo ter-
_ 1ible to human Society, as publick Roguery and
publick Robbery. The Happinefs of Mankind is
Afurely the Caufe of Gogb; and whenever I hear of
Arrcts and Edi¢ts made by Popith and T'yrannical
Foreign Princes, in Favour of Religion ; I con-
fider them as fo many Moekeries of God, whofe
Creatures they, at the fame Time, grind and de-
firoy. As confiftently might they pretend great
. Zcal for obferving religioufly the Sixth Command,
and yet murder by War and Famine Ten Thou-
‘fand of their Subjeéts a Week, o
- Fames Naylor was feverely punifhed for Blafphe-
my ; Is there any Comparifon, as to their Effe&s,
between the Crime of Fames Naylor, and the
Criines of the late Direftors, their Seconds, and
Abetrors? Fames Naylor (being himfelf deluded)
mifled a few ignorant People, whofe Error was
their greateft Crime : But our modern Impoftors,
our South-Sea Deceivers have atually and wilfully
plundered their Country of near Thirty Millions
of Money, and involved it in univerfal Confufion
and Want.

It is therefore a fenfible Pleafure to us, to be-
hold his Majefty and his Miniftry engaged with
fo much Zeal in vindicating our Property, as well
as our Religion. His Majefty, in particular, has
condefcended, with unparalleled, I am fure uncom-

mon, Goodnefs, ta tell the Lord Mayor and me‘»’:‘tf
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of Aldermen, that be has no Share in the latewicked
Management. This is a Piece of Royal Grace,

with which, I believe, never any Subjeéts were, -

blefled before. From hence we may draw a freth
Aflurance of his Majefty’s Alacrity and Readinefs
to punith the execrable Authors of that wicked
Management, who are alfo the greateft Encmics
to his Crown and Dignity.

¢ His Majefty being refolved to make Ufe of all
¢ the Authority committed to him by Almighty
$¢ God, to punifh fuch enormous Offenders, and
¢ to cruth fuch fhocking Impieties, before they
¢¢ encreafe and draw down the Vengeance of God
¢ upon this Nation :*” 1 fay, his %‘}ajeﬁy being

thus zealous for Religion and the Nation, will :

never fuffer the Authors of the greateft Evil, the
higheft ViﬂaixR: ever committed in this Naticn, to
eéfcape unpunifthed. Has ever a heavier Judgment
befallen our Nation, than the laft Year’s mercilefs
Rupine ? And can there be greater Enemies to
God and Man, than the Authors of it ? Monfters
who were for plucking up all Virtue and all Pro-
perty by the Roots. Oh, that their Succefs had
not encreafed their Guilt | They a&ed as if they
did not-believe that thege was a God who judged
the World, and as if they defied all human Tri-
bunals, as well as the Divine. Thefe are the
Atheifts terrible to Society ; this is' the Atheifm
wofully and univerfally felt. Defolation and Mi-
fery are the Occupation and Sport of Devils, and
they their Vicegerents who promote them.

"~ He who talks profanely of Things facred, is a

wicked Man, and as ill bred as he is wicked : But
he who wantonly fills a Country, a glorious and
happy Country, with Want, Woe, and Sorrow ;

Ls what

LA
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what Name, what Torture, what Death, does he
not deferve ? He is a Deftroyer General :
He is a mad Dog, with Ten Thoufand Mouths,
who fcatters Poifon, Wounds, and Death all around
him.

I fhall conclude in the ftrong Words of the
above Order of Council ; namelv, That as we
walue the Blelfing of Almighty God, as we rezard
the Happinefs of our Country, wwhich cannot fubfif}, if
Things facred and virtuous (and fuch are private
Property, publick Faith, and publick Juftice) are
trampled upon ; and as we tender his Maje/ly's Favour,
to which we cannat recommend ourfelves more effectus
. ally,than by fbewing the utmoft Zeal upon [o important
an Occafion : 1 fay, as we value all thefe, let us be
warm, bold, and aétive in the Difcovery and Pu-
niithment of fuch enormous Offenders; and to crufp
Such fhocking Mifchiefs, before they encreafe and draw
down the Vengeance of God upon this Nation.

G

ITam, &c.

P. S. 1, who hate to fee the Punithment of any
Sort of great Wickednefs linger, do here propofe
an Expedient to come at a Certainty about the
blafphemous Clubs * : Let a Reward be pub-
lickly offered for the Difcovery of any of their
Members, to be paid upon their legal Convi&ion ;.
and, in the mean Time, let us not caft random Re-
proaches upon particular Men ; left, by falling
upon the Innocent, they return double upon our-
ourfelves. It is bafe and difhoneft to feign Crimes'

* Upon the ftricteit Enquiry, it could not be difcover-
ed chatany fuch Clubs ever exifted, except in common
Fame and the above Order of Council. .
- ' o that

-
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that are not ; and where they really are, it is bar-
barous and diabolical to father them upon the Guilt-
lefs : He who charges upon another a Crime that
deferves the Gallows, does, if it prove falfe, pro-
nounce Sentence againft himfelf, and proclaim his
own Right to Tyburn: As, on the other Hand,
he who fkreens from the Gallows thofe that de-
ferve it, adopts their Title to the Halter, and ought
to fwing in their room. |

Can there be greater Juftice and Impartiality
than this? And I affure you, Sir, I heartily with
that they' may take place.

SATURDAY, May 10, 1721. No. 30.

An excellent Letter from Brutus to Atticus ; wwith
an explanatory Introduttion.

S IR, .
I Send you another excellent Letter of the grest
Brutus. 'They who fay that I forged the laft,
make me as great a Compliment as ever was made
to Man ; fince whoever could write that Letter, is,
without refle&ting on my Cotemporaries, certainly

- the greateft Man of the Age. .

- 'To the former Letter I gave you an hiftorical

Introduétion ; Ifhall give you another to this, and

own myfclf oblized for it to Monfieur Sorrau.
Brutus and Caffius, after the Death of Czfar,

. having left Rome, Ofaviusy Ceefur’s Nephew, ar-

rived there : He was no more than Nineteeén Years
old 5 and the firft Thing of Note that happened
to him, was a Quarrel with Aark Antlony, who

' ' treated
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treated him like a Child, with Contempt, and i~

deed was grown infupportable to all the World.

Cicero and Anthony being then declared Enenmies,

O¢tavius was perfuaded by his Friends to throw

himfelf into the Arms of Cicers. Henee began

their Friendfhip, equally defirable to both : Ciczre
governed the Senate, and Ofavins had the Hearts
of his Uncle’s Soldiers, with great Treafure to gain

n-w Friends, and carry on new Defigns. Mark

Antheny was the common Enemy of both, and of

the Republick, which he as outrageoufly attacked,

as Cicero warmly defended.

"This Quarrel gave Occafion to thofe Orations
of Cicero, called Philippicks ; which are eternal
Monuments of his Love for his Country, as well
as of the marvellous Eloquence of that Great
Man. : :

Cicero and Oc&tovius fucceeded 5 they got the
better of Mark Anihony, and drove him out of
Reme.  But, by his Intereft and Aétivity, he foon
gathered fuch a Force, as he thought fufficient to
make himfelf Mafter of Rome ; which therefore
he prepared to attack and poffefs by downright
Viclence. But Ofavius having levied, at his owrt
Expence, an Army, compofed moftly of the vete-
ran Troops of Czfar, oppofed the March of A»-
thony, and diverted ‘that dreadful Storm from the

" City. Cicero, who had undertaken the Defence of
Oftavius from his firft Arrival at Rome, and labour-
ed to fortify his Caufe by the Authority of the Se-

_ nate, was not wanting to extol this firft Service of

Q¢2avius for the Republick. Hence extraordinary

Honours were decreed him ; that he fhould be

made Propraetor,. and in that Quality Commander

of the Army ; that a Recompence thould be given
to
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to his Troops ; that he thould be received into the
Number of the Senators ; that he might, before
he came of Age, demand all the other greate®
Dignities of the Commonwealth ; and even that a
Statue fhould be erefted to him.

In the mean Time Anthony, thus repulfed by
Octavius, marched into the Cifalpine Gaul, to drive
from thence Decimus Brutus, its Governor, a
Kin{man of our Brutus, and one of the Tyranni-
¢ides.  That Governor, being unprovided of For~
ces fufficient to fight Anthony, retired into the City
of Modera, a Roman Colony ; and there fhutting
himfelf up, expefted Succous from . the Senate.
Anthony in the Interim lays Siege to the Place, in
hopes that being once .Mafter of that City, he
would foon be fo of Gax/, and afterwards be ena-
bled to return into Jtaly, witn a Power fufficient-
to conquer Rome, where he meant to ereét a Do~
minion as abfolute as was that of Cezfar.

- That Siege occafioned frefh Meetings of the
Senate ; where, in fine, Mark Anthory was decla-
red an Enemy to the Commonwealth ; and both
the Confuls, Hirtius and Panfa, were fent with:
an Army to relieve Decimus Bratus : With the

Confuls, Offavius was likewife fent.

During all thefe Tranfactions, our Brutus ani
Caffius having ftaid fome Time in Ttaly, after their
leaving Rame, were now retired to their Govern-
ments, Brutus to Macedania, and Caffius to Syria;
and both were levying Men, and forming Armies,
for the Defence of the Commonwealth.

As to Cicers, he was now in the Zenith of
Power, and governed all Things at Rome: He
particularly prefided in the Senate, as the moft an-
tient Cenfular, during the Abfence of the Two

Confuls,
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Confuls. In this Situation he was wonderfally
curious to know what was the Opinion of Brutus
concerning himfelf and his Adminiftration. It is
certain that Brutus had his higheft Efteem ; and
he thought that if he could procure the Efteem of
Brutus, it would be an eminent Proof of his own
" Virtue and Merit, as well as the moft glorious
Reward of that Virtue and Merit. Brutus had,
in all his Letters, been very filent with him upon
this Head. Cicero therefore makes Ufe of Atticus,
their common Friend, to f{ift Brutus, and know,
his Sentiments. As foon, therefore, as it was
known at Rome, that the Siege of Modena was
raifed, and Anthony defeated by the Two Confuls
and O&tavius, Atticus difpatched the News to Bru-
tus, and in his Letter founded him about his
Thoughts of Cicero. '
. The following Letter is a frank and open An-
Afwer to that of Atticus. In it he juftly condemns
Cicers’s over violent Hatred to Mark Anthony,
which betrayed him into as unreafonable an Affec-
tion and Deference for O&avius, his Champion
againft Anthony. Cicero faw his Error at laft, but
faw it too late ; the Power and Credit to which
he had raifed Of2avius, coft him his Life, and.
Rome her Liberty. Cicero, who was the Author
of all the Greatnefs and Authority of O&avius,
was by Oftavius given up to the Rage and Swortd
of Mark "Anthony, againft whom O&avius had
been generoufly defended and fupported by Cicers :
And O¢tavius "enflaved the Commonwealth with
thofe very Arms, which the Commonwealth had
trufted with him for her Protection. So-early had
the pious Auguffus learned the Arts and Gratitude
_ of an Abfolute Monarch ! . ITam, &c. :
: BRUTUS

~.
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BRUTUS to ATTICUS.

OU tell me, that Cicers wonders why, in

any of my Letters, I have never difcovered
to him my Sentiments concerning his Manage-
ment and Adminiftration at Rome ; I therefore
difcover thofe Sentiments to you, fince you are"
fo earneft to know them. :
¢¢ I know well the Sincerity and great Upright«
nefs of Cicero's Intentions : His %’aﬂion for the
Good of the Commonwealth is indeed evident
and remarkable. But prudent and wife as he
is, he has given Proofs of a Zeal which is im-
prudent, and a Heart thatis vain: I leave it to
you to judge, which of thefe {wayed him,
when, more forward than well advifed, he drew
upon himfelf the Hatred of fo terrible a Foe as
Mark Antheny. This he meant for the Good
of the Commonwealth ; but it has had a con--
trary Effe, fince by it, inftead of bridling, as
he propofed, the dangerous Power of Ofavius;
he has further animated his Ambition, and rai-
fed his Aims. Befides, fuch is the fatal Com=
plaifance of Cicero for that Man, that he cannot
help fpeaking of myfelf and the Patriots of my
Country, with fevere and bitter Language 3
which, however, returns double upon himfelf :,
If we have put one Man to Death, he has put
many. We killed Cz/ar, and he the Aflociates
of Catiline. If therefore Cafca, who gave Cz-
Jar the firft Blow, be a Murderer, as Cicero,
to pleafe O&avius, calls him ; Cicero himfelf
is one,. and muft confefs ‘himfelf one, and his
great Enemy Beffia is juftified in calling him

« . 3

fo.

¢« How !
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¢¢ How | becaufe we have not the Ides of
Mourch, in which we difpatched Czfar, eter-
na'ly in our Mouths, as Cicero has the Nones
of December, in which he fupprefled the Con-
fpiracy of Catiline, and which he is for ever
celebrating upon all Occafions ; does he take
Advantage of our Modefty and his own Vanity,
and find from hence more Reafon to blame a
glorious Deed done by us for Mankind, than
Clhrdius and Beflia had to condemn, as they al-
ways did, his own fevere Conduét when he was
Conful ?
¢¢ Cicero every where boafts, that he fuftained
the War againft Anthony 5 yet no body ever faw
Cicers out of a Gown, and Words were his
Weapons. But let it be fo, that he has de-
feated Anthony ; where is the Vi&ory, if, curing
one Mifchief, it introduce a worfe? And what
avails it to have extinguithed the Tyranny of
Anthony, if he who has done it eret another in
its room more terrible, by being more durabl: ?
And yet thus will it be if we Exffer it. Thefe
are Articles in the Condu@ of Cicers, which
thew that it is not the Tyrant nor the Tyranny
that he fears ; but it is only Anthony t{.at he
fears. If a Man will have a Tyrant, it is all
one to me, whether he be more or lefs outrage-
ous ; it is the Thing, it is the having a Tyrant,
which I dread.
¢¢ That Cicero is haftening to fet yp a Tyrant,
is plain, from A&ions as vifible as hd O&avius
is all in all; a Triumph is decreed “him ; his
Troops have Largefles given them ; he is loaded
with Flatteries, he is covered with Honours.
W hat Shame for Cicero, to behold all this, and
* . (13 }ﬁs
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his own abject Pofture! His publick Behaviour,
and the Speeches and Motions which he makes
in the Senate, all centering in his Mafter ; are
they not a Scandal to the great Figure of that
great Confular, and a Stain upon the renowncd
Name of Cicero ?
¢¢ You will read this with Pain, as with Pain I
write it 3 but it is a Tafk which you-have put
upon me. Befides, Iknow your Thougtts of
our publick Affairs, and that defperate and ex-
traordinary as they are, you think that, con-
trary to all Appearante, they may be remedied
by Means that are ordinary. I do not however
blame you, my dear Atticus ; comfort yourfelf
with Hope ; it is agreeable to your Age, to the
Sweetnefs of your Temper, and to your Re-
gard for your Children : I do not therefore
wonder that you are indolent and fanguine ;
which Difpofition of yours.appears flill farther
to me, from the Account which my Friend
Flavius gave me of what pafled between you
and him. - : :
*“ But to return to Cieers: Pray where is the
Difference between him and the fervile Sa/vs-
denas ? Could that bafe Retainer to O&avius
ftruggle for the Glory of his Mafter with more
Labour and Zeal than does Cicere ? You will
fay, perhaps, that Cicero dreads ftill the Remains
of theCivil War. This is wild : Can any one
dread a beaten Enemy, and yet apptehend no-
thing from the formidable Power of one who
ccmmands a great Army, elevated by Victory ?
nor from the Rafhnefs of a young Man, who
may conquer the Commonwealth by the Means
which enabled him to comquer for it ? Dces
' $¢ Cicere
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Cicero therefore make this mighty Court t&
Oéstavius, becaufe, having given hien fo much,
he thinks it dangerous not to givg himall ! Oh
the wretched Folly of Cowardice ! thus to leflen
your own Secury by confulting it ; and to en-
creafe Tyranny becaufe you fear it ! Is it not
better to have nothing at all to fear, than thus
to compound for the Degrees of Fear?
¢¢ The Truth is, we too much dread Poverty,
Banithment, and Death ; and our Imagination
fwells their Terrors beyond Bounds. There
are greater Evils than thefe ; and Cidero is
miftaken if he thinks that there are not. And
yet all goes well with him, if he be but hu-
moured, if his Opinion be regarded, if his Suits
be granted ; if he be courted and extolled : He
has no Quarrel to Servitude, provided it be ac-
companied with Honour and Luftre ; if there
can be any fuch Thing as Honour and Luftre
in this loweft, this vileft Lot of human Na-
ture. :
¢ Oftavius may indeed call him Father Cicers,
refer every Thing to his- Counfel, footh him
with Praifes, and fhew great Gratitude and
Fondnefs towards him, while he lofes nothing
by all this, which is only a fair Outfide and
fine Words. Falls fpeak the plaineft Truth,
and they effeQually contradi& the above Ap-
pearances. For, can there be a greater Infult
upon Common-Senfe, than for OfZavius to take
for a Father that Man who is no longér in the
Number of Freemen ? ] '
¢¢ Whither then tend all thefe Compliances, alt
this Zeal of Cicero for Oftavius # Why, only
to this ; That Oavius may be propitious td
¢ Cicera.
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Cicero. In this little, worthlefs, fhameful Point
center all the A&ions and Defigns of the Great
Cicera ! Hence it is that I value no longer, in
the Perfon of Cicero, thofe Arts and Accom-
plithments with which, doubtlefs, his Soul i
vaftly replenithed. What is he the better, him-~
felf, for fo many excellent Precepts, fo many
noble Difcourfes, every where found in hms
Works, concerning publick Liberty, true and
folid Glory, the Contempt of Death, Exile,
and Want ? How much better does Philippus
underftand all thofe fine Rules laid down by
Cicero, than Cicero himfelf does, who pays more
Homage to Og&favius than Pbhilippus, who is
Father-in-Law to O&avius, pays ? S
¢¢ Lot Cicero therefore ceafe glorying thus vainly
in our Grief, which alfo ought to be his : For,
to repeat what I have already faid, What Ad-
vantage can we draw from a Vitory, which
only tranflates the pernicious Power of Alaré
Anthony to a new Ufurper ? And yet, by your
Letter, I perceive that it is ftill a Doubt whe-
ther Mark Anthony be entirely defeated.
¢ .After all, fince Cicero can live a Dependent
and a Slave, let him live a Dependent and a
Slave. It ought not to be otherwife, if he can
thus thamefully forget his reverend Age, theil-
luftrious Honours which he has borne, and the
memorable Parts which he has performed.
¢ For myfelf, while I live, I will make War
upon Tyranny ; that is, upon all exorbitant
Powey that lifts Men above the Laws: Nor
can any Condition of Servitude, however ad-
vantageous and alluring, divert me from this
great, this worthy Purpofe : Nor could /{:&baaﬁq
. (13 e

-
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fhake it, though he really were, what you fay
he is, a Man of Worth; a Characer which
contradi&s my conftant Opinion of him. The
Judgment and Spirit of our Anceftors are mine ;
they would not have their Father for their Ty-
rant, nor would I.

- ¢¢ All this Opennefs to you is the Refult of my

Affe&ion for you ; nor could I have faid fo
much, had I not loved you as well as Cicero
thinks he is beloved by Ofavius. That all
thefe fad Truths affect not you fo much as they
do me, is my Concern ; efpecially fince to ah
eminent Fondnefs for all your Friends, you have
added a particular Fondnefs for Cicero.  As to
myfelf, I beg you to believe that my Affeétion
for him is fhll the fame, though my Efteem of
him is greatly abated : Nor ean I help it, it
being impoffible to judge ill or well of Men and
Things, but according as they appear ill or
well.””
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SATURDAY, Muay27, 1721. No. 31,
Confiderations on the Weaknefs and Inconfifiencies of

buman Nature.

§ IR,
THE Study of human Nature has, ever fince
I could fludy any thing, been a principal
Pleafure and Employment of mine; a Study as
ufeful, as the Difcoveries made by it are for the
moft part melancholy. It cannot but be irkfome
to a good-natured Man, to find that there is no-
thing fo terrible or mifchievous, but human Na-
ture is capable of it ; and yet he who knows little
of human Nature, will never know much of the
Affairs of the World, which every where derive
their Motion and Situation from the Humours and
Paflions of Men. :
It thews the violent Bent of human Nature to
Evil, that even the Chriftian Religion has not been

able to tame the reftlefs Appetites of Men, always

puthing them into Enormities and Violences, in
dire& Oppofition to the Spirit and Declarations of
the Gofpel, which commands us to do unto all Men
what we would have all Men do unto us. The ge-
neral Pra&tice of the World is an open Contra-
di¢ion and Contempt of this excellent, this divine
Rule ; which alone, were it obferved, would re-

- ftore Honefty and Happinefs to Mankind, who, in

their prefent State of Corruption, are for ever deal-
ing treacheroufly or outrageoufly with one another,
out of an ill-judging Fondnefs for themfelves. -
‘ Nay,
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Nay, the peaceable, the beneficent, the forg-
ving Chriftian Religion, is made the Caufe of

rpetual Hatred, Animofity, Quarrels, Violence,
gevaﬂation, and Oppreflion ; and the Apoftles,
in fpite of all their Poverty, Difmtereftedncfs, and
Love of Mankind, are made to juftify their pre-
tended Succeflors of the Church of Rome, in en-
grofling to themfelves the Wealth and Power of
the Earth ; and in bringing Mankind under a Yoke
of Servitude, more terrible, more expenfive, and
more fevere, than all the Arts and Delufions of
Paganifm could ever bring them under : Of fo
much more Force with the corrupt World are the
deftrutive Villainies and Falfifications of Men,
than the benevolent and heavenly Precepts of Jefus
Chrift.

The Truth is, and it is a2 melancholy Truth,
That where human Laws do not tie Mens Hands
from Wickednefs, Religion too feldom does ; and
the moft certain Security which we have againft
Violence, is the Security of the Laws. Hence it
is, that the making of Laws fuppofes all Men na-
turally wicked ; and the fureft Mark of Virtue is,
the Obfervation of Laws that are virtuous : If
thercfore we would look for Virtue in a Nation,
we muft look for it in the Nature of Govern-
ment ; the Name and Model of their Religion
being no certain Symptom nor Caufe of their
Virtue. The fralians profefs the Chriftian Reli-
gion, and the Turks are all Infidels ; Are the
Jtalians thercfore more virtuous than the Turks ?
I believe no body will fay that they are ; at leaft
thofe of them that live under abfolute Princes :

On the contrary, it is certain, that as the Sub- .

je&s of the Gyeat Turk are not miore miferable
than
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than thofe of the Pope, fo neither are they more
wicked. ‘

Of all the Paffions which belong to human Na-
ture, Self-love is the ftrong:ft, and the Root of all
the reft ; or, rather, ail the different Paffions are
only feveral Names for the feveral Operations of
Self-love.  Self-love, fays the Duke of Rachefou-
caulty is the Love of one’s [elf, and of every thing
elfe for one’s own Sake : It makes a Man the Idolater
of himfelf, and the Tyrant of others. He obferves,
that Man is a Mixture of Contrarieties ; imperious
and fupple, fincere and falfe, fearful and bold,
merciful and cruel : He can facrifice every Plea-
fure to the getting of Riches, and all his Riches
to a Pleafure : He is fond of his Prefervation, and

et fometimes eager after his own Deftrution :
ile can flatter thofe whom he hates, deftroy thofe
whom he loves.

-This is a Pi&ture of Mankind; and they who
fay it is a falfe one, ought to fhew that they de-
ferve a better. I have fometimes thought, that it
was fcarce poffible to affert any thing concerning
Mankind, be it ever fo good, orever {o evil, but
it will prove true. They are naturally innocent,
yet fall naturally into the Practice of Vice; the
greateft Inftances of Virtue and Villainy are to be

_ found in one and the fame Perfon ; and perhaps

one and the fame Motive produces both. The
Obfervance or Non-obfervance of a few frivolous
<Cuftoms fhall unite them in ftri& Friendfhip and
Confederacy, or fet them a cutting one another’s
‘Throats. ,
They never regard one another as Men and ra-
tional Beings, and upon the Foot of their com-
mon Humanity ; but are cemented or divided !z
. -2



240 CATO’'s LETTERS.

the Force of Words and Habits.——Confidera-
tions that are a Difgrace to Reafon !' The not be-
ing born in the fame Climate, or on this Side fuch
a River, or fuch a Mountain, or the not wearing
the like Garments, or uttering the like Sounds, or
having the fame Thoughts or Tafte, are all fo
imany Caufes of intenfe Hatred, fometimes of mor-
tal War. Whatever Men think or do, efpecially
if they have found a good Name for it, be it ever
fo foolifh or bad, is wifeft and beft in their own
Eyes : But this is not all ; we will needs be
plaguing our Neigbours, if they do not quit upon
our Authority their own Thoughts and Rratices
for ours. :

It fills me with Concern, when I confider how
Men ufe one another ; and how wretchedly their
Paffions are employed : They fcarce ever have

roper Obje&s for their Paffions ; they will hate a
R/Ian for what he cannot help, and what does them
no Harm ; yet blefs and pray for Villains, that kill
and opprefs them. There never was fuch a dread-
ful Tribunal under the Sun as the Inguifition : A
Tribunal, againft which the moft innocent is not
fafe, to which the moft virtuous Men are moft
expofed ; a Tribunal, where all the Malice, all
the fagacious Cruelty, all the Bitternefs, and all
the Fury and Falfhood of Devils are exerted, and
all the Tortures of Hell are imitated and pra&ifed ;
yet this very Tribunal is fo dear to the People,
though it terrifies them, enflaves them, and de-
ftroys them, that rather than part with it, they
would part with all that is left them. Upon the
Surrender of Barcelona, in the late War, the In-
habitants capitulated, that the Inguifition fhould not
be taken from them : And even here in £ngland,

' we

——
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we may remember the Time when Men have been
knocked down for faying that they had a Righe
to defend their Property by Force, when a Tyrant
attempted to rob them of it againft Law. To
fuch a Pitch of Stupidity and Diftraction are Peo-
ple to be brought by thofe who belie Almighty
God, and falfify his Word to fatiate worldly Pride ;-
and fuch Dupes and Furies are Men to one an-.
other !

Every thing is fo perverted and abufed, and.
the beft Things moft, that a very wife Man had-
but too much Reafon to fay, that Truth did not fe
wnuch Good in the World, as the Appearance and Pre-
tence.of it did Evil. Thus the faving of Mens
Souls is fo univerfally underftood to be a great and.
glorious Blefling, that for the Sake of it Men have
fuffered, and do fuffer, the higheft Mifery and
Bondage from the Impoftors who pretend to be-
ftow it, in the dark Parts of the World, which are
by far the greateft Parts of the World. And thus
Civil Government is the Defence and Security of
human Society ; yet Dr. Prideaux makes it a
Doubt, whether the Benefit which the World receives
from Government be fufficient to make Amends for the
Calamities which it fuffers fromthe Follies, Mijtakes,
and Meale- Adminiftration of thofe that manage ita.
And thus to come Home to ourfelves, a Project
to pay off the Nation’s Debts was fo tempting,
fo popular and plaufible, that almoft every body
€ame ihto it; and yet The Confequences
fpeak themfelves.

. The Roman Senate could flatter and adore a Ners
and a Caligula ; the Roman Soldiers could butcher’
a Pifo and a Pertinax : It is hard to fay which
were the moft guilty, -the Senate-while they wor-
. Vor. I M thipped
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fhipped Tyranny, or the Army while they de-
ftroyed Virtue. So prone are Men to propagate
publick Deftru&ion for perfonal Advantages und
Security ! I can never think without Horror and
T remblingnupon that difmal, that bloody Maxim
of Philip
Mafier of a Kingdom ruined, miferable, and quiet ;
than of a Kingdom rich, powerful, and turbulent. In
purfuance of this Maxim, he made his Kingdom
a Defart, by deftroying and expelling the moft in-
duftrious of its Inhabitants, the Moors : But Philsp
was very devout, and would frequently wath a Pil-
grim’s Feet ; that is, he was very civil and chari-
tab:e to an idle religious Stroller, and a cruel Ene-
my to the general Happinefs of Mankind.

This puts me in mind of the Hiftory of Fobn
Bufilwitz, Great Duke of Mufcovy. No Hiftory
of bis-Time but [peaks of the unheard-of Cruelties

exercifed by him on all Sorts of Perfons through his-

swhole Reign : They are fo horrid, that never any
Tyrant did the like ; and yet Bifbop Paulus Jovius
gives bim the Charalter of a good and devout
Chriftian, though hedeferves not to be numbered even
amongft Men: 1t is true, he would go often to
Church, [ay the Service himfelf, fing, and be pre-
Jent at Ecclefiaftical Ceremomses, and execute the
Funttions of the Monks : But he abufed both God
and Man, and bad no Sentiments of Humanity.
Ambafladors Travels, p. 73, 74.

. What 2 Medley is here of Devotion and Cruel-
ty in the fame Men! Nor are thefe Exsmples
ﬁ)r’lgular. Louis XI. of France was a falfe, a
wicked, and an oppreffive Prince, and one of the
greateft Bigots that ever lived ; and fome of the
greateft Saints in the Roman Calendar were persi-
. . . U

. of Spain, That he would rather be
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cious Villains, and bloody Monfters. No Se& of.
Bigots, when they are uppermoft, are willing to
tolerate another ; and all ground their ungodly Se-
verity upon their Zeal for Religion ; though their
Want of Charity is a Demonftration that they
have no Religion. Itis certain, that without uni-
verfal Charity and Forbearance, a Man cannot be
a Chriftian. : :
It is wonderful and affedting, to behold how
the Ideas of Good and Evil are confounded | The
Turks place great Devotion in releafing Captive
Birds from their Cages, in feeding indigent and
mangey Dogs, and building Hofpitals for them,
and in paying a religious Reverence to Camels :
But at the fame Time that they thus ufe Birds and
Beafts like Men and Chriftians, they ufe Men and
Chriftians worfe than they do Beafts ; and with
them it is a lighter Offence to deny Bread to a
poor Chriftian, who is famifhed in his Chains,
than to the Dogs of the Street, which are fit for
nothing but to breed InfeGtion. They will load a
poor Chriftian with Irons, cover him with Stripes,
and think that they do well and religioufly in it ;

. yet make it a Matter of Confcience not to over-

load a Beaft of Burthen. :

In Popith Countries, in Cafes where Nature is
left to itfelf, as much Compaffion is fhewn for the
Diftrefled as in other Places : Even Thieves,
Robbers, and Murderers, are accompanied to the

Gallows or the Wheel* with Sighs and Tears ;

efpecially of the tender Sex: But when an unhap-
py Innocent is going to be burned, to be cruelly
and flowly burned, for his Sincerity and Piety in
{peaking %‘xuth, and reading the Bible himfelf, or
teaching it to others ; nothing is to be feen but a
S * M2 © genecral
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eneral Joy, nor to be heard but loud Cries of

pprobation and Confent ; and all Pity, all Sym-
pathy, is denied in an Inftance which calls for the
higheft. Tell a Spani/h Lady of a Popith Prieft
‘hanged in’ England for Sedition or Murder, fhe in-
ftantly falls into Tears and Agonies: Tell her of
- 4 Kinfman of hers burned for denying Tranfub-
ftantiatjon, fhe gives Glory to God, and feels
fenfible Joy. .

And, in Proteftant Countries, how many Men
are there, who cheat, ftarve, and opprefs all their
Life long, to leave an Eftate at their Death to re-
igious Ufes ? As if Men were to be Rogues for
&d’s Sake. 1 have heard of a Man, who have-~
irig given half of his Eftate to mend Highways, .
for the Good of his Country, faid, that he would '
willingly give the other half, that England had
never a Ship, nor a Merchant, nor a Diflenter
from the Church, belonging to it. Strange Incon-
fiftency ! By one A& of his, two or three Miles
-of Caufeway were kept in good ‘Repair, which
was only a Kindnefs to Horfes Hoofs ; by another
A& of his, he would have made all England mife-
£able and defolate !

The Hardfhips and Diftrefles of this Year thew
too manifeftly the Rogueries and Depredations of
the laft : Villainy was let loofe amongft us, and
-every Man endeavoured to entrap and ruin another,
to enrich himfelf. Honefty was brow-beaten and
driveninto Corners ; Humanity was extinguithed ;
all Friendfhip was abolifhed ; and even thei)iﬁinc-‘
tion of Kindred and Ties of Blood were difcarded :
A raging Paffion for immoderate Gain had made
Men univerfally and intenfely hard-hearted : They
were every ‘where devouring one another. And

: - yet



Bl L B A e D A A > S

CATO%s LETTERS. 24

yet the Dire@ors and their Accomplices, who were:
the acting Inftruments of all this outrageous Mad--
nefs and Mifchief, fet up for wonderfully pious

Perfons, while they were defying Almighty God,.
and plundering Men ; and they fet apart a Fund.
of Subfcriptions for charitable Ufes : That is, they-
mercilefly made a whole Pecple Beggars, and cha-
ritably fupported a few neceflitous and. worthlefs.
Favourites. I doubt not, but if the Villainy had:
‘gone on with Succefs, they would have had their -
%ames handed down to Pofterity with Encomiums ;

as the Names of other publick éobbers have been |

‘We have Hiftorians and Ode-makers now living,

_very proper for fuch a Tafk. It is certain, that

moft People did, at one time, believe the Directors

to be great and worthy Perfons : And an honeft

.Country Clergvman told me laft Summer, upon.
_the Road, that Sir Fobn was an excellent publick-
Apirited Perfon, for that he had beautified his Chan-

cel.

Upon the Whole, we muft not judge of one
.another by aur fair Pretenfions and beft Aions ;.
fince the worft Men do fome Good, and all Men

make fine Profeffions : But we muft judge of Men
.by the Whole of their Condué, and the Effe&ts
.of it. Thorough Honefty requires great and long
‘Proof ; fince many a Man, long thought honett,.
has at length proved a Knave. And it is from
J udgi% without Proof, or too little, of falfe Proof,.
. thaé Mankind continue unhappy.

‘ N Iam, &c. -

M3z.  Satur-
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SATuRrRDAY, Fune1o, 1721. No. 32.
Reflections upon Libelling.

§ IR,
I Defign in this Letter to lay before the Town

fome Thoughts upon Libelling ; a Sort ot Wri-
ting that hurts particular Perfons, without doing
Gocd to the Publick ; and a Sort of Writing
much complained of amongft us at this Time,
‘with great Ground, but not more than is pre-
tended.

A Libel is not the lefs a Libel for being true.
This may feem a Contradition ; but it is neither
one in Law, or in common Senfe: There are
fome Truths not fit to be told ; where, for Ex-
ample, the Difcovery of a fmall Fault may do
great Mifchief; or where the Difcovery of a

reat Fault can do no Good, there ought to be no
%ifcovery at all: And to make Faults where there
are none, is ftill worfe.

But this Doérine only holds true as to private
and perfonal Failings; and it is quite otherwife
when the Crimes of Men come to affe& the Pub-
lick. Nothing ought to be fo dear to us as our
Country, and nothing ought to come in Compe-
tition with its Interefts. Every Crime againft the
Publick is a great Crime, though there be fome
greater than others. Ignorance and Folly may be
pleaded in Alleviation of private Offences ; but
when they come to be publick Offences, they lofe

‘all Benefit of fucha Plea: We are then no longer
: to

’
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to confider only to what Caufes they are owing,
but what Evils they may produce ; and here we
fhall readily find, that Folly has overturned States,
and private Ignorance been the Parent of publick
Confufion. '

The expofing therefore of publick Wickedneft,
as it is a Duty which every Man owes to Truth
and his Country, can never bea Libel in the Na-
ture of Things ; and they who call it fo, make
themfelves no Compliment. He who is affronted
at the reading of the Ten Commandments, would
make the Decalogue a Libel, if he durft ; but he

“tempts us at the fame Time to form a Judgment

of his Life and Morals not at all to his Advantage :
Whoever calls publick and neceflary Truths, Li-
bels, does but apprize us of his own Charafter,

and arm us with Caution againft his Defigns.
*I doubt not but if the late Dire€ors had been

above the Parliament, as they once thought them-
felves, they would have called the Votes of the
Houfe of Commons againdt them, falfe and fcanda-
fous Libels. -

Moachiavel {ays, Calumny is pernicious, but Accu-
Jation bengficial, to a State ; and he {rews Inftances

-where States have fuffered or perithed for not have-

ing, or for negle&ting, the Power to accufe Great

-Men who were Criminals, or thought to be fo.;

and hence grew the Temptation and Cuftom of

‘flandering and reviling, which was the only Re-
_ medy that the People had left them : So that the
" Evil of Calumng was owing to the Want of Ju-

ftice, and the People were more blamelefs than
thofe whom they reviled ; who, having forced them
upon a Licentioufnefs of Speech, did very unkind-
ly chide and punifh them for ufing it.. Slander is

: M4 certainly

-
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certainly a very bafe and mean Thing : But furely
it cannot be more pernicious to calumniate even
good Men, than not to be able to accufe ill
ones.
I have long thought, that the World are very
much miftaken in their Idea and Diftinétion of
Libels. It has been hitherto generally underftood
that there were no other Libels but thofe againft
- Magiftrates, and thofe againft private Men: Now,
to me there feems to be a third Sort of Libels, full
as deftrutive as any of the former can pofiibly be ;
T mean, Libels againft the People. It was other-
wife at Athens and Rome ; where, though particu-
Jar Men, and even great Men, were often treated
with much Freedom and Severity, when they de-
Aerved it ; yet the People, the Body of the People,
were fpoken of with the utmoft Regard and Reve-
rence: The facred Privileges of the People, The in-
. wviolable Majefly of the People, The awful Authority
of the People, and The unappealable Fudgment of the
- Pegple, were Phrafes common in thefe wife, great,
and free Cities. Other Modes of Speech are fince
grown fafhionable, and popular Madnefs is now
almoft proverbial : But this Madnefs of theirs,
whenever it happens, is .derived from external
. Caufes. Oppreffion, they fay, will make a wife
- Man mad ; and Delufion has not lefs Force: But
" 'where there are neither Oppreflors nor Impoftors,
the Judgment of the People in the Bufinefs of
Property, the Prefervation of which is the principal
Bufinefs of Government, does rarely err. Perhaps
they are deftitute of Grimace, Myftery, Refine-
.ments, Shrugs, Difimulation, and Referve, and
the other Accomplifhments of Courtiers : But as
thefe are only Mafks to conceal the Abfence of
: o Honefly
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Honefty and Senfe, the People, who poflefs as
they do the Subftance, have Reafon to defpife fuch
infipid and contemptible Shadows.

Machiavel, in the Chapter where he proves that'
a.Multitude is wifer and more conftant than a
Prince, complains, that the Credit which the Peo-
ple thould be in declines daily ; For, fays he, every.
Man bas Liberty to [peak what be pleafes againfk
them ; but againft a Prince no Man can talk with-
out a thoufand Apprehenfions and Dangers. 1 have
indeed often wondered, that the inveighing againft-
the Intereft of the People, and calling their Liber-
ties. in Quefltion, as has been and is commonly
«done.among us by old Knaves and young Fools,.

-’has never been made an exprefs Crime..

I muft own, I know not what Treafon is, ¥
fapping and betraying the Liberties of a People be-
not Treafon, in the eternal and original Nature of
Things. .Let it..be remembered for whofe Sake
Government is, or could be, appointed ; then let
it be confidered,  who are more to'be regarded, the
Governoss -ar the Governed. They indeed owe
one anothet mutual Duties-; but if there be any
‘Tranfgreflions committed, the Side that is moft
obliged ought doubtlefs to bear the moft :- And yet
it is {o far otherwife, that almoft all over-the Earth,

‘the People; for One Injury that they do their Go-

~vernors, receive Ten Thoufand from them : Nay,
in fome ‘Countries, it is made Death and Damna-
‘tion, not:to bear all the Oppieflions and Cruelties,
‘which Men made wanton by Pawer infli¢t upon.:
thofe that gave it them. ,

The Truthis ; If the Peaple are fuffered to keep

" .their own, it is the moft that they defire : But-
.even this is a Happitiefs: vhich in few Places falls

M3 to:
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to their Lot ; they are frequently robbed by thofe
whom they pay to protet them. I know that it
is a general Charge againft the People, that they
are turbulent, reftlefs, fickle, and unruly: Than
which there can be nothing more untrue ; for they
are only fo where they are made fo. As to their
being fickle, it is fo falfe, that, on the contrary,
they have almoft ever a ftrong Bent to received
Cuftoms, and as ftrong a Parniality to Names and
Families that they have been ufed to : And as to
their being turbulent, it is as falfe ; fince there is
fcarce an Example in an Hundred Years of any
People’s giving Governors any Uneafinefs, till their
Governors had made them uneafy : Nay, for the
moft part, they bear many Evils without returning
‘One, and feldom throw off their Burdens fo long
as they can ftand under them..

But “intending to handle this Subje¢t more at
large in another Letter, -1 return.more direly to
the Bufinefs of Libels: =~ -1 ..

‘As to Libels againft Government, like all
‘others, they.are always bafe and unlawful, and
often mifchievous; efpecially wherr Governments
are impudently charged with' A&ions and Defigns
of which they are not guilty. It is certain, that
-we ought not to enter into the private Vices or
“Weaknefles of Governorsy any further than their
private Vices enter into. their publick Adminiftra-
“tion ; and when they do, it will be impoffible to
ftop People’s Mouths :- "Fhey witl be provoked,.

-and fhew that they are fo, in fpite of Art and
‘Threats, if they fuffer Hardfhips-and Woe from
the private Gratifications of therr Superiors, from
whom they have a Right to expeét Eafe and
Happinefs ; and "if. they be. difappointed, thqﬁ
- . wi
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will, be apt to deal very freely with their Cha-

ralers.

In Truth, moft Libels are purely perfonal 5
they fly at Men rather than Things ; which Pro-
ceeding is as injudicious as it is unmanly. It is
mean to be quarrelling with Faces, Names, and
private Pleafures. ; Things perfeétly indifferent to
the World, or Things out of 2 Man’s own Power;
and ’tis filly, as it {fhews thofe whom we attack,
that we attack them not for what they do, but for
what theyare: And this is to provoke them with-
out mending them.  All this therefore is Libelling 5
an Offence againft which the Laws of almoft every
Country, and particularly of our own, have fur-
nithed a2 Remedy in proportion to the Confequence:
and Quality of the Perfon offended.. And it is as;
juft that Reputation fhould be defended by Law,,
as that Property fhould..

The Praife of Well-doing is the higheft Re-
ward. that worthy and difinterefted Men. aim at,.
and it is villainous and ungrateful to. rob. them of”
it ; and thofe that do it, are Libellers.and Slander~
ers. On the other hand,. while Cenfure and In~-
famy attend Evil-doers, it will be fome Reftraint,.

"if not upon. them, yet upon others, from.follow--

ing their Example : But if Men. be ever fuffered

“to do what they pleafe without hqariraoﬁ ity. or

being accountable for it ; Liberty and Law will be
loft, though their Names may remain.. And whe--
ther aéting wickedly with Impunity,. or fpeaking:
falfly with. Impunity, be likely to. do moft Hurg
to human. Society and the Peace of the World,. I
leave all the World to judge : Common Equity:
fays, that they both ought.to be punifhed, thnuggx
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- All Libels, the higher they aim, the more Ma-
lignity they acquire ; and therefore when they
ftrike at the Perfon of the Prince, the Meafure
of their Guilt is complete. The Office of 2
Prince is to defend his People and their Properties ;
an excellent and a painful Office ; which, where
it is executed with Honefty and Diligence, deferves
the higheft Applaufe and Reward ; and whoever
vilifies and traduces him, is an Enemy to Society
and to Mankind, and will be punifhed with the
Confent of all who love either. And yet it is
fcarce poffible, in a frée Country, to punifh by a
general Law any Libel fo much as it deferves ;
fince fucha Law, confifting of fo many Branches,
and being of fuch vaft Latitude, would make all
Writing whatfoever, how innocent foever, and
even all Speaking, unfafe. Hence it is, that in
Turkey, though Printing were permitted, it would
be of no Ufe, becaufe no body would dare to make
any Ufe of it.

As long as there are fuch Things as PrintinE
and Writing, there will be Libels : It is an Eve
arifing out of a much greater Good. And as to
thofe who are for locking up the Prefs, becaufe
it produces Monfters, they ought to confider that
fo do the Sun and the N7/e ; and that it is fome-
thing better for the World to bear fome particular
Inconvenienties arifing from general Bleffings, than
to'be wholly deprived of Fire and Water.

* Of all Sorts of Libels, fcurrilous ones are cer
tainly the moft harmlefs and contemptible : Even
Truth fuffers by Ill-Manners ; and Ill-Manners
prevent the Effe&t of Lyes. The Letter in the
Saturday’s Pof? of the 27th paft does, I think, ex-
ceed all the Scurrilities which I have -either heardy
- or
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or feen, from the Prefs or the Pulpit. - The Author
of it muft furely be mad : He talks as if Diftrac-
tion were in his Head, and a Firebrand in his
Hand ; and nothing can be more falfe, than the
Infinuations which he makes, and the ugly Re-
femblances which he would draw. The Paperisa
Heap of Falfhood and Treafon, delivered in the
Style and Spirit of Billing/gate ; and indeed moft
of the Enemies to his Majefty’s Perfon, Title, and
Government, have got the Faculty of Writing
and Talking, asif they had their Education in
that Quarter. .

However, as bad as that Letter is, (and, I

think, there cannot be a worfe) Occafion will
never be taken from fcurrilous and traiterous
Writing, to deftroy the End of Writing. We
know that in all Times there have been Men
lying upon the Watch to flifle Liberty, under a
Pretence of fuppreffing Libels ; like the late King
Fames, who, having Occafion for an' Army to
{upprefs Menmoutl’s Rebellion, would needs keep
it up afterwards ; becaufe, forfooth, other Rebel-
lions might happen, for which he was refolved to
give Caufe,
- I muft own, that I would rather many Libels
fhould efcape, than the Liberty of the Prefs
thould be infringed 5 yet no Man in England
thinks worfe of Libels than I do ; ‘efpecially of
fuch as bid open Defiance to the prefent Proteftant
Eftablithment.

Corrupt Men, who have given Occafion for
Reproach, by their bafe and dark Prattices with
the late Direftors, being afraid of Truths that
affe® them from the Prefs, may be defirous of
fhutting it up : But honeft Men, with clear Re-

putations,

2
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putations, which they know foul Mouths cannot
hurt, will always bé for preferving it open, as a
fure Sign of Liberty, and a Caufe of it.

The beft Way to efcape the Virulence of Libels,
is not to deferve them ; but as Innocence itfelf is.
not fecure againft the Malignity of evil Tongues,.
it is alfo neceffary to punifh them. However, it
does not follow that the Prefs is to be funk, for
the Errors of the Prefs. No body was ever yet fo
ridiculous to propofe a Law for reftraining People
from travelling upon the Highwayp, becaufe fome
who ufed the Highway committed Robberies.

It is commonly faid, that mo Nation in the
World would allow fuch Papers to come Abroad

" as England fuffers ; which is only faying, that no
Nation in the World enjoys the Liberty which
England enjoys. In Countries where there is no
Liberty, there can be no ill Effefts of it. No
body is punifhed at Conffantinople for Libelling -
Nor is there any DiftinGion there between the
Liberty of the Prefs, and the Licentioufnefs of the
Prefs ; a Diftinction ever to be obferved by honeft
Men and Freemen.. :

l ﬂm,_ &a..

SAaTUR-
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SATURDAY, June 17, 1721. No. 33.
Cautions againft the natural Encroachments of Power.

SIR, -
Onfidering what fort of a Creature Man is, it
is fcarce poffible to put him under too many
Reftraints, when he is poflefled of great Power :
He may poffibly ufe it well ; but they a& moft
prudently, who, fuppofing that he would ufe itill,

-inclofe him within certain Bounds, and make it

terrible to him to exceed them.. o

Men that are above all Fear, foon grow above
all Shame. Rupto pudore & metu, fuo tantum inge-
uio utebatur,, fays Tacttus of Tiberius. Even Nero-
had lived a great while inoffenfively, and reigned
virtuoufly : But finding at laft that he might do.
what he would,; he let loofe his Appetite for Blood,
and committed fuch mighty, fuch monftrous, fuch
unnatural Slaughters and Outrages, as none but a.
Heart bent on. the Study of Cruelty could have de-
vifed. The goed Counfels of Seneca and Burrbys
were; for fome- Time, Checks upon his wolfith
Nature ; and doubtlefs he apprehended, that if he
mada direct and downright War upon his People,.
they would. ufe Refiftance and make Reprifals :
But difcovering, by degrees, that they would bear-
any thing, and his Soldiers would execute every
thing, he grew into an open. Defiance with Man-
kind, and dajly and wantonly wallowed in their-
Blood. Having no other, Rival, he feemed t:l

: rival
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rival himfelf, and every Day’s "Wicknefs was

blacker than another. : -

Yet Nero was not the worft of all Men : There
have been Thoufands as bad as he, and only want-
ed the fame Opportunity.to thewit. -And there
atually have been many Princes in the World
who have fhed more Blood, and dane more Mif-
chief to Mankind, than Ners did. I could ‘in-
ftance in a late One, who deftroyed more Lives
‘than ever Nero. deftroyed, perhaps an Hundred to
One. It makes no Difference, that Nero commit-
ted Butcheries out of Cruelty, and the other only
for his Glory : However the World may be de-
«ceived by the Change of Names into an Abhor-
rence of the One, and an Admiration of the
Other ; it is all one to a-Nation, when they are:
to be flaughtered, whether they be flaughtered by
the Hangman or by Dragoons, in Prifon or in the
Field ; nor is Ambition better than Cruelty, when.
it begets Mifchief as great. - ‘

It is nothing ftrange, "that Men, who think:
themfelves unaccountable, fhould a& unacount-
ably, and that all Men would be -unaccountable if:
they could: Even thofe who have done nothing-
to difpleafe, do not know but fome time or other-
they may ; and no Man cares to be at the entire-
{Mercy of another. Henceiitis, that if every Man:
‘had his Will, all Men would exercife Dominion,.
and no Man would fuffer it. - ‘It is therefore owing:
‘more to the Neceffities of Men, than to their In-
<clinations, that they have put themfelves under the:
Reftraint of Laws, and appointed certain Perfons,,
‘called Magiftrates, to execute them; otherwife-
they would never be executed; fcarce any Man:
‘having fuch a Degree of Virtue as willingly to ex--

’ ecute:
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ccute the Laws upon himfelf ; but, on the contrary,
moft Men thinking them a Grievance, when they
come to meddle with themfelves and their Pro-
perty.  Suarum legum auctor & everfor, was the
Charaller of Pompey : He made Laws when they
fuited his Occalions, and broke them when they
thwarted his Will. And it is the Charafler of
almoft every Man poflefled of Pompey’s Power :
They intend them for a Security to themfelves,
and for a Terror to others. This thews the Dif-

truft that Men have of Men; and this made a
.great Philofopher call the State of Nature, a State
of War ; which Definition is true in a reftrained
Senfe, fince human Societies and human Laws are
the Effe&t of Neceffity and Experience : W hereas
* were all Men left to the boundlefs Liberty which

they claim from Nature, every Man would be in-

-terfering and quarrelling with another ; every Man

would be plundering the Acquifitions of anether ;
the Labour of one Man would be the Property of
another ; Weaknefs would be the Prey of Force s
and one Man’s Induftry would be the Caufe of an-

" other Man’s Idlenefs.

Hence grew the Neceflity of Government ;
which was the mutual Contrat of a Number of
Men, agreeing upon certain Terms of Union and
Society, and putting themfelves under Penalties,
if they violated thefe Terms, which were called
Laws, and put into the Hands of one or more
Men to execute. And thus Men quitted Part of
their Natutal Liberty to acquire Civil Security.
But frequently the Remedy proved worfe than the
Difeafe ; And human Society had often no Ene-
mies fo great as thcir own Magiftrates ; who,
where-ever they weretrufted with too much Power,

" always
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~ always abufed it, and grew mifchievous to thofe
who made them what they were. Rome, while
the was free (that is, while the kept her Magi-
ftrates within due Bounds) could defend herfelf
againft all the World, and conquer it : But being
enflaved (thatis, her Magiftrates having broke their
Bounds) fhe could not defcnd herfelf againft her
own fingle Tyrants, nor could they defend her
againft her foreign Foes and Invaders ; for by their
"Madnefs and Cruelties they had deftroyed her Vir-
tue and Spirit, and exhaufted her Strength. This
fhews that thofe Magiftrates that are at abfolute
Defiance with a Nation, either cannot fubfift long,
or will not fuffcr the Nation to fubfift long ; and
that mighty Traytors, rather than fall themfelves,
will pull down their Country.

-What a dreadful Spirit muft that Man poflefs,
‘who can put a private Appetite in balance againft
the univerfal Good of his Country, and of Man-
kind | Alexander and Czfar were that Sort of Men;
-they would ‘fet the World on fire, and f{pill its
‘Blood, rather than not govern it. Caligula knew
that he was hated, and deferved to be hated ; but
it did not mend him. Oderint dum metuant, was
his By-word : All that the Monfter aimed at, was
to be great and terrible. Moft of thefe Tyrants
died as became them ; and, as they had reigned,
by Violence: But that did not mend their Succef-
{ors, who generally earned the Fate of thofe that
went before them, before they were warm in their
Place. Invenit etiam emulos infelix nequitia : Quid
Ji floreat vigeatque 2 *¢ If unfortunate Villainy thus
¢¢ finds Rivals, what fhall we fay, when it exalts
¢¢ its Head and profpers ? »*

. . There
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There is no Evil under the Sun but what is to be

‘dreaded from Men, who may do what they pleafe

with Impunity : They feldom or never ftop at

‘certain Degrees of Mifchief when they have

Power to go farther ; but hurry on from Wicked-
nefs to Wickednefs, as far and as faft as human

‘Malice can prompt human Power. Ub: femel recto

deerratumeft, in preaeceps pervenitur — a reélis
in vitia, a Vitiis in prava, a pravis in precipitia,
fays a Roman Hiftorian ; who in this fpeaks the
Truth, though in other Inftances he tells many
Lies ; I mean that bafe Flatterer of Power, Vel-
leius Paterculus. So that when we fee any great
Mifchief committed with Safety, we may juftly
apprehend Mifchiefs flill greater.

The World is governed by Men, and Men by
their Paffions ; which, being boundlefs and infa-
tiable, are always terrible when they are not con-
trouled. Who was ever fatiated with Riches, or
furfeited with Power, or tired with Honours ?

“‘There is a Tradition concerning Alexander, that

having penetrated to the Eaftern Ocean, and ra-
vaged as much of this Werld as he knew, he
wept that there was never another World for him

- to conquer. ‘This, whether true or no, thews the
‘Spirit of the Man, and indeed of human Nature,

whofe Appetites are infinite.

"~ People are ruined by their Ignorance of human

Nature ; which Ignorance leads them to Credu-
lity, and too great a Confidence in particular Men.
They fondly imagine that he, who, poffefling a
great deal by their Favour, owes them great Gra-

“titude, and all good Offices, will therefore return
‘their Kindnefs : But, alas | how often are they
miftaken in their Favourites and Truftees ; who,

the
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the more they have given them, are often the
more incited to take All, and to return Deftruc-
tion for generous Ufage. The common People

- generally think that great Men have great Minds,
and fcorn bafe Actions; which Judgment is fo
falfe, that the bafeft and worft of all AGtions have
been done by great Men : Perhaps they have not
picked private Pockets, but they have done worfe ;
they have often difturbed, deceived, and pillaged
the World : And he who is capable of the higheft
Mifchief, is capable of the meaneft : He who
-plunders a Country of a Million of Mcney, would
in fuitable Circumftances fteal a Silver Spoon ; and:
a Congueror, who fteals and pillages 2 Kingdom,
would, in an humbler Fortune, rific a Portman-
teau, or rob an Orchard.

Political Jealoufy, therefore, in the People, is a
-neceflary and laudable Paffion. But in a Chief
-Magiftrate, a Jealoufy of his People is not fo jufti-
fiable, their Ambition being only to preferve them-

* felves ; whereas it is natural for Power to be ftrive-
ing to enlarge itfelf, and to be encroaching upon
thofe that have none. 'The moft laudable Jealoufy
.of a Magiftrate is to be jealous for his People ;
.which will thew that he loves them, and has ufed
.them well : But to be jealous of them, would de-
note that he has evil Defigns againft them, and has
‘ufed them ill. The People’s Jealoufy tends to pre-
ferve Liberty ; and the Prince’s to deftroy it. Venice
is a glorious Inftance of the former, and fo is Eng-
land ; and all Nations who have loft their Liberty, .
are melancholy Proofs of the latter, -

Power is naturally altive, vigilant, and diftruft-
ful ; which Qualities in it pufh it upen all Mecans
and. Expedients ta fortify itfelf, apd upon deftroy-
. ing
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ing all Oppofition, and even all Seeds of Oppofi-:
tion, and make it reftlefs as long as any Thing
ftands jn its Way. It would do what it pleafesy
and have no Check. Now, becaufe Liberty cha-
ftifes and fhortens Power, therefore Power would
extinguifh. Liberty ; and confequently Liberty has
too much Caufe to be exceeding jealous, and al-
ways upon her -Defence.. Power has many Ad-
vantages over her ; it has generally numerous
Guards, many Creatures, and much Treafure ;
befides, it has more Craft and Experience, lefs
Honefty and Innocence : And whereas Power can,
and ‘for the moft part does, fubfift where Liberty
is not, Liberty cannot fubfift without Power ; fo
that fthe has, as it were, the Enemy always at her
Gates.

Some have faid, that Magiftrates being account<
able to none but God, ought to know no other
Reftraint. But this Reafoning is as frivolous as it
is wicked ; for no good Man cares how many Pu-.
nifhments and Penalties lie in his Way to an Of-
fence which he does not intend to commit: A
Man who does not mean to commit Murder, is
not forry that Murder is punifhed with Death.

_ And as to wicked Men, their being accountable

to God, whom they do not fear, is no Security to
us againft their Folly and Malice ; and to fay that
we ought to have no Security againft them, is to
infult common Senfe, and give the Lie to the
firft Law of Nature, that of Self-Prefervation.
Human Reafon fays, that there is no Obedience,
no Regard due to thofe Rulers, who govern by
no Rule but their Luft. Such Men are no Rulers 3
‘they-are Qutlaws ; who, being at Defiance with
‘God and Man, afe proteéted by ne-Law of God,
TOE or
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or of Reafon. By what Precept, moral or divine,
are we forbid to kill a Wolf, or burn an infe@ed
Ship? Is it unlawful to prevent Wickednefs and
Mifery, and to refift the Authors of them? Are
Crimes fandlified by their Greatnefs ? And is he
who robs a Country, and murders Ten Thou-
fand, lefs a Criminal, then he who fteals fingle
Guineas, and takes away fingle Lives ? Is there
any Sin in ﬁreventing, and reftraining, or refifting
the greateft Sin that can be committed, that of
opprefling and deftroying Mankind by wholefale ?
Sure there never were fuch open, fuch fhamelefs,
fuch felfith Impoftors, as the Advocates for lawlefs
Power ! It is a damnable Sin to opprefs Them ;

et it is a damnable Sin to oppofe Them when

hey opprefs, or gain by Oppreffion of others !
When they are hurt themfelves ever fo little, or
but think themfelves hurt, they are the loudeft of
all Men in their Complaints, and the moft out-
rageous in their Behaviour : But when others are
plundered, oppreffed, and butchered, Complaints
are Sedition ; and to feek Redrefs, is Damnation.
Is not this to be the Authors of all Wickednefs
and Falthood ? '

To conclude: Power, without Controul, ap-
pertains to God alone ; and no Man ought to be
trufted with what no Man is equal to, In Truth
there are fo many Paffions, and Inconfiftencies,
and fo much Selfifhnefs, belonging to human Na-
ture, that we can fcarce be too much upon our
Guard againft each other. The only Security
which we can have that Men will be honeft, is to
make it their Intereft to be honeft ; and the beft
.Defence which we can have againft their being
Knaves, is to make it terrible to them K::: be
. ves
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Knaves, As there are many Men wicked in fome

Stations, who would be innocent in others ; the
beft Way is to make Wickednefs unfafe in any
Station.

I am, &c.

P. 8. This Letter is the Sequel of that upon
Human Nature ; and both are intended for an In-
troduction to a Paper which I intend to write
upon the Reftraints which all wife Nations put
upoGn their Magiftrates, ’

The End of the FIRST VOLUME. -
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