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PREFACE

‘5 HE followmg Letters,
firft printed Weekly in
the London and Britifh
1 "Fowrnals, and then moft
v of them gather'd into
i Colle&ions from Time
) to Time,  are now

i brought all “together
§nto Four Volumes; So that this is their
third Puablication, and the laft in which I
fhall concern my {elf., I huve correéted
- many Exrms of the Prefs, and of Stile:
Some I 'find 'flill remaining, befides fome
Inaccafacies 4s to the Names of Men, and
of Books, .

cTmww -

Az They
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. 'They were begun with an honeft and
humane Intention, to call for Publick Ju-
ftice upon the wicked Managers of the late
fatal Sowth-Sea Scheme, and probably
help’d to procure it, as far as it was pro-
curd ; by raifing in a Nation, atmoft funk
in Delpair, a Spirit not to be withftood by
the Arts and Wealth of the powerful Cri-
minals They were afterwards carried on
upon various publick and important Sub-
jeéts, for nigh three-Years, with a very
high Reputation, which all the Methods
taken to-decry and- mifreprefent them,
could not abate. They were firft written,
without. any. Name, from Bath, as Let-
‘ters to the Author'of the London Fournaf,
who of his own Head fign’d them C470, |
and by that Name they afterwards’
went, . :

The pleafing or difpleafing of any Par-
ty was pone of the Ends of thefe Letters, |
which, as a Proof of their Impardality, |
have pleas’d and difpleas’d all Patties ; nor
are any Writers proper to do Juftice to e-
very Party, but fuch as are attach’d ro

.pnone. No ¢andid Man can defend any
Party in all Particulars; becaufe every
Party does, in fomé Particalars, da Things
ahich cannot be defended ; and therefore
ot v’;:r‘ . , that
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that Man who goes blindly into all the
Steps of his Party, and vindicates all their
Proceedings, cannot vindicare bimfelf. It
is the bafe Office of a Shave, and he who
fuftains it, breathes improperly Englifh Air -
That of the Tuillerses.or the Divan would
fuit him better.

The ftrongeft Trearife upon the Liberty
of the Prefs could not fo well thew its
great Importance to civil Liberty, as the
univerfal good Reception of thefe Papers
has done. The Freedom with which they
are written, has been enconrag’d and ap-
plauded cven by thofe, who 1a other In-
" frances are Enemies to all Freedom. But
all Men love Liberty for themfetves ; and
-whoever contends for Slavery, would fill
preferve himfelf from the Effe@s of it.
Pride and Interelt fway him, and he is
only haed-hearted to all the reft of the
“World.

" The Patrons of Paflive Obedfence would
do well to confider this, or allow others:
to confider it for them. Thefe Gentlemen:
have never fail'd upon every Occalion, to
fhew effe€tually that their Patience ,was
nothing increas’d by their Principles, and: -
that they always, very candidly and hu~
‘manely, excluded themfelves from.. the:
A3 Confe-
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Confequences of their own Dorines,,
Whagever their Speculations have been,
their Pra&ices have ftfongly . preach’d,
that no Man will fuffer Injultice and Vio-
lence, when he can help himfelf.

Let us therefore, without regarding the
ridiculous, narrow, and dithoneft Notions
of felfith and inconfitent Men, who fay

and do contradiétory Things, make ge-.

neral Liberty the Intereft and Choice, as
it is certainly the Right of all Mankind,
and brand thofe as Enemies to humane
Socicty, who are Enemies to equal and im-
pardial Liberty. Whenever fuch Mcn are
Friends to Truth, they are {o fiom ‘Anger
ot Chance, and not for her own Sake,
or for the Sake of Scciety. 1 am glad,
however, that by reading and approving
many of Card’s Letters, they have been

brought to read and apprave a general

Condemnation of their own Scheme. It

is more than ever they did before ;and I' |

am nor witheur Hopes,; that what they
have begun; in.Paflion, may end in Con~
viGtion. Cuatois happy if he has been the

Means of bringing thafe Men to think for

themfelves, whofe Character it has been
ta let other Men thiak for them — A Cha-

ralter which is the, higheft. Shame;, and.
the greatelt’ Unhappinefs of a rational
. . ‘Being.’
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Being. Thefe Papers havmg fully open’d
the Principles of Liberty and Power, and
zepder’d them plain 1o every Underftand-
" ing, may perhaps have their Share in pre-
venting, for the Time to. come, fuch
~ Storms of Zeal for Nonfenfe and Falthood,
as have thrown the three Kingdoms more
‘than once into Convulfions. 1 hope they
have lirgely help’d to cure and remove
thofe monftrous Notions of Government,
which have bgen long inflill'd by the
crafty Few into the ignoram Many.

It was no Matter of Wonder that thefe
Letters fhould be ill undertoad, and ma-
Jicioully applied, by fome, who, having
no Prmczp es of their own, or vile ones,
were apt to wreft Cazo’'sPapers and Principles
to favour their own Prejudices and bafe
Wifhes. But-for fuch as’always have pro-
fefs'd to entertain the fame Sentiments of
Gavernment with Cate, ‘and yet have been
offended. with. his Sentiments; as this
theif Offgncq was, ncither his Fault nos
Imemwn, L cfuz, ouly be forry for theq:
- Sakes, that the Princi wples  which the
vowed at all Thmes fhould difpleale ¢
at aony Time. 1 am wxumg to bchcve
: ;lﬁg: was ﬂot ‘the Doé'ttme, but the Ap--

d.them : Nor was.

:Cf“'l ?)‘{GW tl}lsd t!u:y thcmfclv

..
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made it, and often made it wrong. AN
candid and well-bred Men (if Caro may
be reckon’d in the Number) abhor alt At-
tacks upon the Perfons and private Cha-
sa&ers of Men, and all lirtle Srories in-
vented or revived to blacken them. Thefe
are cowardly and barbarous Praltices ;
theWork and Ambition of little and ma-
1icious Minds: Nor wanted he any fuch
Tow and contemptible Artifices to gain
Readers. He attended only to general
Reafonings about publick Virtue and €or-
suprion, unbiafs’d by Pique or Favour to
any Man. In thjs upright and impartial
‘Purfuir, he abus’d no Man’s Perfon; he
‘tourted no Man’s Fortune ; he dreaded ne
Man’s Refédtment ’ :

* Tt was a heavy Charge upon Cato,- which
‘however wanted not Vouchers, (if they
were in carneft) that he hasfpoken difre-
{peétfulty, may infolently, of the l_(ins.
‘But ‘this Charge has ‘been only afferted.
1f it were in the leaft true, I fhould be the
firlt to own that all the Clamour rais’d a-

‘gainft him was juft upon him. But the

Papers vindicate themfelyes; ‘nor was any |
Prince ever treared with more fincere Dus

ty and Regard in apy publick or private
Writings, than his prefent Majefty -has
_been'in thefe. In Pomt of Principle i;end
Ca. ! - : * A c.

!
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Affe@ion, his Majefty never had a betted
Sisbject than: Caro } and'if he hs any bad
ories, they are not-of Gere’s making. -
know that'thisNation ¢annot be .a;‘x‘tl‘erv’di,
if this Eftablithment is deftroy’d; and I
am fill perfwaded, that hothing rended.
more to his Majefty’s: Advantage and Pot
pularity, or more rg:the:Credit of his-Ad=_
miniftration, or moreto-the. Security’ of
_ the Subje&, than the purﬁﬁhﬁ with quick.
. and impartial Vengeance:thofe Men, whe-
were Enemies to all Men, and to his Mas
jefty the moflt dangerous of all his Ene--
mies, a Blot"and a Curfé’ to the Nation,
and the Authors -of fuch -Difcohtents 1A
fome, and of.{uch Defigns in- others, as:
;ixe y;o:lt- Men.wanicd, and the beft- Mea:

ar ay. ' ’ . -

* - Toaafwer tothofe deep Polititians, whé:
have been puzzl’d to knew who were-
" mednt by Cigero afd" Briites - Fareniding ol
<deal.candidly with tltem, and‘to patstem.
out 'of Pain and Doubt; I affure them: thar.
Cicero and Brutu: were meantsy that 1.know
. no prefent. Charalters- or Stary’thaw will:
fic theirs;; - that. thefe- Lieteets wdre ‘trahflac
ged fordhe Service aof* Liberty ir-genoral;,
and -that ‘neither Reproof: nor!Praife was.
intehded by them to any-Man: libing,
~ And if thale guelling Sages: art. in. Per-
o as, plexisyy
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plexity about .any othier Paflages in Caro's
Letters, it is tenr to ane but the fame An-
fwer will relieve.them. - There was noe
thing in thofe Lettexs analagous to our
Affairs ; but as they are extremely fine,
full of Virtue and. good Senfe; and the
Love of Mankind, it was thought worth
while to put them into Ewghifh, as a pro-
‘per  Eatertainment for. E»iglijh Readers.
This was the utmoft and only View; and
it was at leaft an unkind Miftake to fuppofe
any other. - : '

In . one of Brutus's Letters, iit is faid,
We do wos difpute about the Qualifications of #
Mafher; we will have no Mafter. This is
far from being Rrongey than the Original-
—Nifi forte non de Servitute, fed de conditiowg |
Serviendi recufandum c¢ff @ mobis. From
Jbence -fome have inferr’d,; that becaufe
Brutus Was againft having a. Mafter, there-
: ?rc Cato was again{t having a King: A

range Canfirudlion, and-a wild Confe-
quence! As if the Tranflatqr .of Bruras’s
Lesier was not o follow the Senfe of
Brusus: Or, as if; there was po Difference
in England Betweon' a King.and a Mafter,
which are jult as appofite as :King and
Tyrant.. Ina Neighboaring Country, in-
deed, they fay that their Monaich is born
Mafter of the Kingdom ;- and I bcliﬁve
. they
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they feel it7; -as they do with 2 Witnefs in.
Thrkey.. -But'ic.is not fo here : I:hope it
ncier: wil, be. We have a King made.
sod limited by the Law: Bretes having,
kill’d: one Ufurper, was oppofing anather,,
overturning by Violenceall Law.. Where:
# the Parity, or Room fos it 2 L

" - Thefiame Defénce is o be made for the
Papexs sbag affers the Lawfalnefs of killing;:
Gafar. . It has been a Queftion. long de-
bated. in. the World:; tho’ 1 think it ad-.
mits, of listle yaom for Debate ; the only:

" Argaunents to be anfwer'd beinfg Preju-
dioe iand: Clamonr, - which are fully an
fwer'd and. ¢xposit in thefe Papers.. What:

. i faid..in thewr can be only applicable to:
ibofe who.do.as Cefar and: Brusus did ; and.
can. no-otherwife affie® our free and legal:
Government, than by firnithing real Ar~
guments. t0. defend it. Fhe. {fame Brincis-.
ples of Nature and Reafon that fupposted:
Liberty at. Rome, ‘muft fuppok it here andi
every where, however the Circumftances.

- of adjufting, them: may vary in.different
Rlaces ; as the Foundations of Ty,rann(y’
gz in all Countries,, and atall Times,, ef-.

atially the {ame, namely,. 0o muchs
Eorce in.:the Hands of one Man, or of a.
few, unaccountable Magiftrates, and. Rowa
e withont a Ballange: A forrowfu) Cire-
. , cumfitance:
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* . cumftance for any Peopleao fill into.” |

hope. it is no. Grime tolprive againkt {o
great an Evih Thed the Queftion
3¢, Whether Mankisd bave 2. Right to.be
.Hapgy, and ro oppofe their own De-
ftruétion 2 And whether any. Man has a
Right to make them Miferable?.

- " Machisvel puts Cefar upon the. faine
Foot with the worft and moft.detefted Ty
rants, fuch as. Nabis, Phaleris, and Dionj-
fins. ** Nor let any Man, fays he, deceive
“ himfelf with Cefar's R ion, by
¢ finding-him fo exceedingly emimeat in
 Hiftory. . Thofe - who .cried him ap,
- % were cither -corrupted by his. Fortune,
&, or. terrified by his Power; for whil®t
¢ his Empire cantinued, it was never per-
% mitted to any Man. to fay anp tlm;g |
¢ againft him. Doubtlefs ifi Wrirers h
“ _had their. Liberty, they could have faid l
¥:as much .of ‘him 33 of Cariline:-:Angd |
£ Cafar is. thuch the ‘workt: af: the two, |
s¢-by how much it is_worfe.to perpetrate
%. a wicked Thing than to.defignit. And
% this mag be judg’d. by wharis {aid of
‘ Brutus his. Adverlary ; far, not.daring
“.to fpeak in plain Ferms ofi Calfar, by
¢ reafon of.his Powet, thep; by.a-kind.
s -of Reverfe, magnified his:Bnemy. ‘e
afterwards gives a. Samanary.of. the. dole-|
— e ful
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ful Walte and:crying Miferies broughe up:
on :Remvé and.upon Mankind by the im‘;g-e
rialWolves his Succeflors ; ‘and adds, .that
by fuch & Recapiculation “* It-will appean
“ what mighty Obligations Roeme and
“ Daly, and the whole World had.to Ce-

 far .

» K fhall-fay: . no miore -of: thels- Papers
cldtier in.gemoral or parsicular. I Jeave
thedeversl Argaments maineain'd in them
to jultify themfelves, and .cannot help

thinking .that they are fupported by.the
united. Foree.of :Bsperience, Reafon, and
Natwre. It ds: the Intebeft of Mankind
rhey affest, -and ic i che Intereft of Mans
kind thac they thould: be:true..” The Opié
nion.of the World concerning them, may
- be known from. hence, that they-have
had more Friends and: Reaglers ac Homa
and Abroad 'than.any. Papes that ever ap
geas’d in it .nor does it leflen their-Praife,
ehat they. have atfo had more Enemies. -
: Who.were the -Atrthors of thafe Let-
ters, is now, 1 bidicve pretty well khown,
te is with the- uomeR.Sorvow 1-{ay, tha?
one: ofi shdmiis Intely dead, and- his Dearh
is a Lofk td. Mankiénd i To:me it is by far
whe greakel and moft! hocking that ever ¥
koew 3 as- hwdd tho Wil Fricad thet over
é 1 had;.
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1 had ; | may fay thie fini Friend. . ‘Lfonnd
great Credit and Advantages inhie fsitnd-
thip, abd fhall value my feif -uporv/it de
long as I live. From the Momenti be
knew me, *ill the Moment he died, every
part of his Bebavionr .co me was 2 Proof
* of his Affe®ion for me. From a perfeét
Stranger to him, and without any other Re-
commendstion then a cafalGbflée-honfe:
Acquaintanee; and; his v goodi Qpinls
on, he took mee int0: his Favaur andd Cage,
gnd into-as high a Degrea of Inti as
ever was fhewn by one.Map to another..
This was the mor¢ remarkable, and did
me the grester Honour, for that he was
natagally as fby: in.making Frigndlhips, as-
hic. wasieminently conftant to thofe he had.
already made, His Shynefs this way was.
founded upen wife and vertuous Confide-
rations. He knew that in 3 Namber of
Friendéhips, fome wewld prove fupesficialk;.
fome deceiiful; and {ome would: be negs
le&ted ; and he naver prafefs’dia Frienda
fhip. without a fincere Intention to be a.
Friend ; which he” was fatisked. a private-
Man could not be to imany at once, im
Cafes of Exigency-and Trial. Befides, he:
had - found much  Baferefs. .from falfe
Friends, who for his beft Offices; made
him vile Retrns. He confider’'d mutual
Friepds as under muarual. Qbligations, ~31:1d,
- &
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he woult contract ‘no Obligation which
he was not in earneft to. difcharge.

This was agreeable to the great Sinces
rity of his Squl, which would fuffer him
to miflead n0 Man into Hopes and Ex-

&ations without Grounds. He would
et no Body depend upon him in vain.
The contrary Condu& he thought had
great Grychy in it, as ¥t ‘was, founding
Confidence upon Deceit, and abufing the
good Faikh of .thofe who trufted in us:
Hence Hypocrily on one Side, as foon as
it wys difcover'd, begoc Hatred on the
other, and falfe Friend(hip ended in fincere
Enmity: A Violence was done t0 a éender
Point of Morality, and the Reputation of
him who did ir, loft and expos’d amongt
thofe who thought he had the mo#.

- He wasfotender and exad in his Deal»
ings with. all-Sorts of Men, that he ugd
to lay his Meaning and Purpofes minutely
before them, and fcorn’d to gain any Ad-
vantage from their miftaking his Inten-
tions. .He told them what he would and
would not do_on his Part, and what he
expeéted.on theits, with the ytmoft Accu-
racy ‘and Openncfs. They at leaft knew
the worft;; andithe. only Laticude he re-
ferv'd o himfelf was tQ be-bétter than his

- Word;
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- Word; but he would lét no Man hope
for what he did not mean. He thoughe
he never could be too plain with thofe he
‘had to' do with; and' as' Men are apt to
conftrue Things moft in their own Fae¢
vour, he us'd to forefee and obviate thofe
their - partial Conftrultions, and fix every
Thing upon fall:and exprefs Terms. - He
abhoit’d the milleading of Men:by artful
and: equivocal Words ; and begaufe Peo-
ple are ready to pat Meanings upon '
Man’s Countenance-and: Demeanouy, his
Sincerity extended even to his Carriage
and Manner; and though he was veky: cie

. ¥il 10: every Body, he order'd it {o thae
the.Forms of his - Clvility ‘appeai’d: 10
‘méan no more-than Forms, and-could not
be miftaken for Marks of Affe&ion, where

. he had none: And it is very true thata
Man’s Behaviour may, without one Word.
{2id, make Profeflions and Promifes, ‘dnd
he-may play the Knave by a: kind:Look: .

- Heus'd to fay,- and from knowing him
long and intimately, I could believe him
whien he faid, -that he never broke a Pro-
mife hor an Appoistment in his Life, in
sy Infance where it was pra&ticable ro
Neep-them. . 1f hé was to'make a Vific at
#nh Hour, or t0 meer a Friend at an Howur,
tic was always these before the Hour.: He
Lo B Obfeﬂ‘d
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obferv'd the fame fevere Pun&uality in
cvery other Engagement of his, and had
a very ill Opinion of {uch as did not make
" every Promife of every kind a Matter of
-Morality and@ Honour: He confider’d a
‘Man’s Behaviour in fmaller Matters, as 3 -
Specimen of what he would do in Mat-
ters that were greater ; and that a Princi<
ple of Faithfulnefs, or the want of it
would fhew ir felf in lictde as well asin
confiderable Things; that he who would
try your. Patience in the Bufidefs of an
Appointment, would fail you in a Bufi-
nefs of Property ; that one who promis’d
at Random, and mifled you without an
Intention to miflead you, was a triﬂing
Man, and wanted Honefty though he ha¢
no Treachery.; as he who did it with De-
fign was a Knavej that from what Caufe
fuever they deceiv’d you, the Deceit was
the fame, and both were equally to be di-
firafted ; that Punfuality or Remifsnefs;
. Sincetity or Perfidioufnefs, runs, general-
1y, through the Whole of a Man*% Life
and Aétions, and you’need only obferve
." his Behaviour in one or two, to know his
Behaviour in all; and a negligent Man,
when he Is negle&ed, has no Reafon to
complain, no more than a falfe Man
when he is hited. In many Inftances, Neg-
Hgeénce has all the Effeéts of Falfch &
o an
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and is as far from Vistue, tho’ not fo near
to Vice. . - :

. J As Mr. Trenchard was wary. and referv'd
in the Choi¢e of his Friénds, fo do, fmall
Faults, no fudden Prejudices nor Giifts of
Humour or Paffion, could fhake their In-
terelt in him, or induce him to part with
them; norcould any Calumnies, however
artfal, nor the moft malicious Tales and
Infufions, however fpécioufly drefs’d up,
Teflen” his -Regard for' them,. In _thofe
Cafés, as in all othets, he would fee with
his own Eyes, and have fult Proof before
he believ’d or condemn’d. He knew
how eafily Prejudices and Stori¢s are taken
up; he knew how apt MaliCe and Emu-
fation are to crecp into the Heart of Man,
and to caoker it; how qdickly Reports
are framed, how {uddenly improv’d; how
eally an.additional Word or Circumf{tance
can transform Good into Evil, and’ Evil
into Good ; and how common it js 10 add
Wards am} Circumftances, as wtll 2s'to
create Fallts:.Hewas.aware that toQ ma-
ny Men are govern’d by il Nature ; thas
the belt are liable to P-regoﬂ'eﬂibns and
Mifinformarion ; and thar if we liften to
every fpiteful Talé and ofinuation thaf
Men- are prone .10 utier copcerning .Qne
anothery no:uwg: Men in the, Wo, dsould
v ¢

Se e
'l

\
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- be two Days Friends. He therefore al-
ways judg'd for himfelf, unbiafs’d by Paf-
fion or any Man’s Authority; and' when

“he did change, it was Demonftracion that
chang’d him. He carried this Tendernefs
cven to his loweft Servants; nor could
his Steward, who had ferv’'d him many
Years, and given him long Proof of great
Integrity and good Underftanding, ever
determine him to turn away a Servant,
till ke had fatisfied himfelf that he ought
o be turn’d away. He was not affurd
but his Steward might be prejudic’d, nor:
withftanding his Probity: And the Stew-
ard has told me, that he never went with
any Complaint to his Mafter, how necef=
fary foever for him to hear, but he went
with fome Uneafinefs and Diffidence.

No Man ever made greater Allowarces
for humane Infirmitics, and for the Errors
and Follies of Men. This was a Cha-
racter which he did ‘not bear; but it is
religioully ‘true. He knew what feeble
Materials humane Nature was' made of ;

>rhaps no.Man that ever was born knew
1t berter. Mankind lay as it were difs
- feéted before him,” and he faw all their
Beauties and Deformities, all their Weak-
nefles, Paliops, Defeéts and Excefles, With,
prodigious ‘%carq; 5, ‘and .could defcribe
R R B AT e S e
N
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them with prodigious Force. Man ih So-
ciéty, Man out.of Socicty, was perfeétly
known and familiar to his great and lively
Underftariding, ' and ftood naked to_his
Eye, divefted of all the Advantages, Sup-
plements and Difguifes of Art. "His Lec-
tures upon this Subjeét, as upon all
others, were admirable, beautiful, and full
of Life; : :

" As to his Indulgence to humane Infir-
"mities; hé knew that without it every
Man would be an unfociable Creature to.
another, fince ¢very Man living has In-
firmities ; that we muft take Men as they
are, or not at all; that i is but mutual
Equity to allow others what we want and
expe&t to our felves ; that as good and ill
Qualities are often blended together, fo
they ofien arife out of one another: Thus
Men of great Wit and Spirir, are often
Men of firong Pafion and Vehemence;
and the firt make amends for the laft -
Thus great Humourifts are gencrally very:
honeft Men, and weak Men have fome-
times great good Nature. Upon this
Foundation no Man lived more eafy and
debonair with his Acquaintance, or bore
their Failings better. Good Nature and
Sincerity wasall that he expeted of them.
But in the Number of naturat lnﬁrmiti‘chsé
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he never reckon’d Falthood and Knavery,
_to which_he gave no Quarter. Humane
‘Weaknefles were invincible ; but no Man
was born 2 Knave: He chufes bis own

Charaéter, and no fincere Man can love
him. '

In his Tranfa&tions with Men, he had
a furprizing Talent at bringing them over
to his Opinion. His firft Care was that it
was fure and well-grounded and impor-
tant, and then he was a prevailing Advo-
cate; he enter’d into it with all his Might,
and bis Might was irreitible, He faw it
in its whole Extent, with all the Reafons
and all the Difhiculties, and could throw
both inro a thoufand various Lights;
and nothing could efcape him. ‘This 2
Friend of his us’d to call bringing Hea-
ven and Earth into his Argument. He
had indeed vaft Variety of Images, a De-
luge of Language, mighty Perfwafion in
his Looks, and grear Natural Authority.
You faw he was in earneft; you faw his
excellent Judgment, and you {aw his up
right Soul. . L
He had the fame Facility in cxgoﬁng
and taking ro Pieces plaufible and deceit-
ful Reafonings, " This he did 'with valt
Quirknefs and Breviry, and with lgrapp‘y
' T - - Turns
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‘Turns of ‘Ridicule, Many a grave Argu-
ment deliverd very plaufibly and at large,
{n ‘good” and. well-founding Language,
has’he demolifh’d with a fenfible Jeft of
thrée Words, or a pleafant Story notmuch
longer. He had a Promptnefs at Repartee,
which few Men ever.equall’d, and none
ever excell'd. He faw with great Sadden-
nefs the Strength and Weaknefs of Things,
their Juftnefs or Ridicole, and had equal
Excellence in fhewing either.

. The Quicknefs of his Spirit made him
fometimes fay Things' which were ill
taken, and for which upon Recolle&tion
be himfelf was always forry. But in the
Midft of his greateft Heat, I never heard
him utcer 2 Word that was fhocking or
dangerous: So great was his Judgmen
and the Guard he kept over himfelf, an
the natural Impetuofity of his Temper.
He was naturally a warm Man; but his
Wifdom and Obfervation gave him great
Warinefs and Circumfpeétion in great
Affairs; and never was Man more for
moderate and calm Counfels, or more an |
Enemy. to.rafh ones. He had fo little of |
Revenge in his Temper, that his Perfonal
Refentmient never carried him.to hurt any
- Man, or to with him hurt, unlefs from
other Caufes he defervid it o
He
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N I e T :
.. He had 30, immenfe. Fund of natural
Eloquence, a graceful and perfwafive Man-
ner, a2 wosld of Ation, and a Stile firong,
clear, figurative, and full of Fire. He
atended: to the S¢nfe much more than t0
the Exprefiop, and yet his Expreflion was
neble. . Coming Jate into the Houfe of
Jommons, and .being but one Seflions
there, . he cquld not-exert his great Taleng
that Way with Freedom; but- the few
hes he made were fall of excellent
firong Senfe, .and he. was.always heard
with much Astention and Refpef@. Whee
ther he would have ever come: to have
fpoke there with perfet Eafe and Bold-
nefs, Time, from which he is now taken
away, could only fhew. It is certain, in
that fhort Space he acquird very high
Eftcen with. all Sorts of Men; and re-
mov'd, many. Prejudices concgiv'd again@t -
him before he fhewed himfelf in pube
ljck. He had been thought a2 Morofe and
Impradticable Man An Imputation
which nothing but 1ll-will, or ignorance
of his true Gharaéter, could lay. upon
him. He was one of the gnyd{, plea.
fanteft Men- that ever livid; an’ enchants
ing Companion, foll of Mirth_and Rail.
lery ; familiax and commanijcative ta the
Jalt Degree; eafly, Kind-hearted, and ut-
:l . . tely
oo ~
j
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terly free from all Giimace and Stateli-

pefs: ‘He was acceffible to all Mep: No

Man came more frankly/into Convidion ;
no Man was more candid in owning’ his
Miftakes, and no Man more ready to do
kind obliging Ofkces. He had not one
‘ambitioas Thoughr, - nor a crooked one,
nor an envious one: He had but one
View; to bein the right, and todo good ;
and he would have heartily join’d witly
any Man, or any Party of Men, to have
atain’d it. - If he err’d, he err'd inno-
cently ; for he fincerely walk’d according
to the beft Light hichad. 1Is this the Cha- .
radter, this the Behaviour of a morofe,
of an impra&icable-Man ? - And yet this
was the Charalter of Mr. Tremchard, as
many great and worthy Men, who once
believ'd the contrary, livid to {ee.

He was cordially-in the Intereft of Man-
kind, and of this Nation, and this Go-
vernment, and never found Fault: with
publick “Meafures, but- when he really
thought they were againft the Publick,
According to the Views he had of Things,
he judg'd excellently; and often trac'd
Attempts‘and Events to their firft true
Sources, however difguifed. or denied, by
the meer Force of his own ftrong Under-
flanding. He had an amazing Sagacit:z'l ‘

- a
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and Compafs of Thinking, and it was
fcarce poflible to impofe Appearances up-
on him for Principles: And they who
having the fame good Affe®ions with
him, yet fometimes differ’d in Opinion
from him, did it often from the Difference
of their Underftandings. They faw not
fo far_into the Caufes and Confequences
of Things : Few Men upon Earth did ; ve-~
ry few. His alive and inquifitive Mind,
full of Velocity and Penetration, had not
the fame Limits with thofe of other Men ;
it was all Lightning, and diffipated in an
Inftant the Doubts and Darknefs which
bewilder’d the Heads of others. Ina Mo-
ment, he unravelPd the obfcureft Quefti-
ons; in a Moment, he faw the Tendency
of Things. 1could give many undenia-
ble Inftances where every Jot of the Events
he foretold came to pafs, and in the
Manner he foretold. Without doubt, he
was Tometimes miftaken ; but his Mi-
ftakes did him no Difcrccfit; they arofe
from no Defe@ in his Judgment, and
from no Sournefs of Mind.

. As he wanted nothing but ro fee the
Publick profper, he emulated no Man’s
Greatnefs, bur rejoic’d. in the Publick
- Welfare, whatever Han;ls condudted ir.
- No
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No Man ever dreaded publick Evils more,
or took them more to Heart: At one
Time they had almoft broke it. ‘The Na-
tional Confufions, Diftreffes, and Defpair,
which we labour’d under a few Years ago,
gave him much Anxiety, and Sorrow,
which prey’d upon him, and endanger’d
his Life (g much, that had he ftaid in
‘Town a few Days longer, it was more than
probable he would never have gone out
of it alive. He even dreaded a Revolu-
tion ; and the more, becaufe he faw fome
eafy and fecure, who ought to have
dreaded it moft. This was no Riddle to
him then, and he fancy’d he livid to fee
the Riddle explain’d to others.

“The perfonal Refentment he tore to a
Great Man now dcad, for perfonal Injuries,
had no Share in the Oppofition he gave
to his Adminiftration ; how natural {oe-
ver it was to believe that it had. He on-
ly confider’d the Publick in that Oppofi-
tion, which he would have gladly dropp’d,
and chang’d Oppofition into Affiftance,
without any Advantage or Regard ro him-
feif, if he could have been farisfy’d that
that Great Man lov’d his Country as well
as he lov’d Power. Nor did he ever

.quarrel with any Great Man about {mail
Confi-
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Confiderations. On the contrary, he
made great Allowances for their Errors,
for the Care of their Fortunes and Fami-
lies, and even for their Ambition ; pro-
vided their Ambition was honeftly direét-
ed, and the Publick was not degraded or
neglefted, to fatiate their domeftick Pride.
He did not vainly expe& from Men thac
Perfection and Heroifm which, he knew,
were not to be found in Men; and he
car'd not how much good Minifters
did to themfelves, if by it they hurt
not their Country. He had two Things
much at Hearrt, the keeping England out
of foreign Broils, and paying off the pub-
lick Debts., He thought the one depended
upon the other, and the Fate and Being
of the Nation depended upon the laft;
and I believe few Men who think at all,
think him miftaken. For a good while
before he died, he was eafier as to thofe
Matters, than1 had ever known him. He
was pleas’d with the Calm we were in,
and entertained favourable Hopes and O-
pinions. Nor 1is it any Difcredit to the
prefent Adminiftration, that Mr, Trenchard |
was-more partial to ir, than I ever knew
bim to any other. In this he fincerely
follow’d his Judgment ; for it is moft cer-
fain he had not one View to himfelf; nor

b2 could
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could .any humane Confideration have
withdrawn him from the publick Intereft.
It was hard to'miflead him ; and impofli-
ble to corrupt him. " -

. No Man was ever more remote from
all Thoughts of publick Employments;
he was even determin’d againft them ;
and yet he would never abfolutely declare
that he would at noTime engage in them ;
becaufe it was barely poflible he might.
So nice and fevere was his Veracity ! He
had infinite Talents for Bufinefs; a Heéad
wonderfully turn’d for Schemes, Trains of
Reafoning, and Variety of Affairs; ex-
treme Promptnefs, indefatigable Induftry,
a ftrong Memory, mighty Difpatch, and
reat Adroitnefs in applying to the Paf-
ions of Men. This laft Talent was not
generally known to be his; he was
thoughr a pofitive uncomplying Man ;
and in Matters of Right and Wrong he
was fo. Bur it is as true, that he khew
perfeétly how Mankind were to be dealt '
with, and could manage their Tempers
with- great Art, and bear with all their
Humours and Weaknefles, with great Pa-
tience. He cou'd reafon or rally, be
rave or pleafant, with equal Succefs ; and
make himfclf extremely agrecable t({). all
orts
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forts of People, without the leaft Depar-
ture from his Candour and Integrity. As
he lov’d chiefly Privacy and a domeftick
Life, he feldom throw'd himfelf in the
Way of Popularity ; but wherever he
fought ir, he had it.  One Proof of this
may be learn’d from the great Town
where he was chofen into Parliament;
no Man was ever more belov’d and ad-
mir’d by any Place. - He found them fufl
of Prejudices againft him, and left them
full of Affetion for him. Very different
Kinds of Men, widely different in Princi-~
ple, agreed in loving him equally; and
adore his Memory, now he is gone.
The few four Men who oppofed him
there, owed him bcttcr'l‘hinﬁ, and did
;hem('clvcs no Credir by their Oppo-
ition.

- In Converfation, he was frank, chear-
. ful, and familiar, without Referve; and
entertaining, beyond Belief. His Head
was fo clear, ready, and f{o full of Know-
ledge, that I have often heard him make
as ltrong, fine, and ufeful Di{courfes, at
his Table, as ever he wrote in his Clofet ;
tho’ 1 think he is in the highelt Clafs of.
Writers that ever appear’d in the World :
He had fuch furprizing Images, fuch a
bappy Way of conceiving Things, and of

b3 putting
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putting Words together, as few Men up-
on Earth ever had. He ralk’d without
the Pedantry-of a Man who loves to hear
himfelf talk, or is fond of Applaufe. He
was always excellent Company ; but the
Time of the Day when he fhin’d moft,
was for three Hours or more after Din-
ner: Towards the Evening, he was gene-
rally fubje& to Indigeftians. The Time
he chofe to think in, was the Morning,

He was acéeptable Company to Wo.
men. He treated them with great Nice-
nefs and Refpeét ; he abounded in their

own Chit-Chat, and faid a world of plea- -

fant Things. He was a tender and obli-
ging Husband ; and indeed had uncom-
‘mon Caufe to be fo, as he well knew, and
has fhewn by hisWill: But he had worthy
and generous Notions of the kind Regard
Men owe to Women in general, efpecially
to theirWives,who when they are bad, may
often thank their Husbands. This was a
Theme he often enlarg’d upon with great
Wifdom. He was very partial to the Fair
Sex, and had a grear deal of Gallantry in
his' Temper.

He was a friendly Neighbour; he
ftudied to live well with every Body a-
bout him, and took a fenfible Pleafure in

doing
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doing good Offices: He was an Enemy
to Lirigioufnefs and Strife; and I think
he told me he never had a Law-Suit in
his Life. He was a kind and generous
Landlord ; he never hurried nor di-
. ftreffled any of his Tenants for Rent, and
made them frequent and unask’d Abate-
ments. There were yearly Inftances of
this, He was exa& in performing all his
.Covenants with them, and never forgot
any Promife that he had made them.
Nor did he ever deny any Tenant any
reafonable Favour: Buot as he knew
his Eftate well, they could not eafily de-

+ . ceive him: And none but fuch as did fo,

-or attempted it, were known to complain.

To his Servants he was a juflt and mer-
ciful Mafter. Under him they had good
Ufage and Plenty ; and the worft they
had to apprehend in his Service, was now
and then a paffionate Expreflion. He lov'd
to fec chearful Faces about bim. He was
particularly tender of them in their Sick-
mefs, and often paid large Bills for their

Cure. For this his Compaflion and-Boun-
ty, he had almof always ill Returns.
They thought that every Kindnefs -done
them, was done for their own Sake ; that
they were of. fuch Impogtance to him,

b 4 thas
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"that he could not live without them, and
that therefore they were entitled to more
Wages. He us’d to obferve, that this In-
gratitude was infeparable from inferior
Servants, and that they always founded
fome frefh Claim, qun every Kindnefs
he did them. From hence he was wont
to make many fine Obfervations upon hu-
mane Narure, and particularly upon the
lk\laturcv of the common Herd of Man-
ind.

Mr. Trenchard had a liberal Education,
and was bred to the Law; in which, as I
have heard fome of his Cotemporaries
fay, he had made amazing Progrefs. But
Politicks and the Irifh Truft, in which he
made a great Figure, tho' very young,
took him from the Bar, whither he never
~ had any Inclination to return. By the
Death of an Uncle, and his Marriage, he
was fallen into an eafy Fortune, with the
Profpe& of a much greater,

He was very knowing, but not learned;
‘that is, he had not read many Books.
Few Books pleas’d him: Where the Mat-
ter was not ftrong, and fine, and laid
clofe together, it could not engage his
Attention: He outrun his Author, ;ng

a
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%ad much more himfelf to fay upon the
Subjeét. He faid, that moft Books were:
but Title-Pages, and in the firft Leaf you
faw all ; that of many Books which were
valued, half miﬁht be thrown away with-
out lofing any thing. He knew well the
-general Hiftory and Srate of the World,
and its Geography every where: For a
Gentleman, he was a good Mathemati»
cian; he had clear and extenfive kdeas:
of the Aftronomical Syftem, of the Pow~
er of Matter and Motion, and of the Cau~
fes and Produ&tion of Things. He under~
flood perfettly the Interett of Esgland in
all its Branches, and the Intereft and
Fretenfions of the feveral great Powers in:
Europe, with the State and gencral Ballance
of Trade every where. Upon thefe Sub-
je&ts, and upon. all others that are of
Ufe to Mankind, he could difcoutfe with.
marvellous Force and Pertineney. Par-
haps no Man living had thought fo much,,
and fo varieufly. He had a bufy and a
jult Head, and was Mafter of any Subject
m an Inftant. He chiefly ftudied Matgers.
shat were of Importance to- the World ;,
but lov'd Poetry and:Things of Amufe-~
‘ment, when the Thoughts were juft and:
‘witty - and no Body ¢njoy’d Pleafantries-
more, He_ had formerly read the Clafe- -

b 5 'kaS’,
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ficks, and always retain’d many of theit
beantiful Paffages, particularly from Ho-
race and Lucretius, and from {ome of the
Speeches in Lucan, He admir’d the Fire
and Freedom of the laft; as he did Lu-
cretius for the Loftinefs of his Conceptions :
And Horace he had almoft all by Heart.
He had the Works of Citero and Tacitus in
high Efteem: He was-pot a little pleas’d
when 1 fet about tranflating the lauer.

He thought no Author fo fit to be read
- by a free People, like this; as none
paints with fuch Wifdem and Force the
thocking Defprmities of that fort of con-
fuming Government, which has ren-
der’'d almoft the whole Earth fo thin
and wretched,

He had a great Contempt for Logick, -
and the Learning of the Schools; and
ug'd to repeat with much Mirth an Obfer-
vation of Dr. Smizh, late Bithop of Down,
his Tutor. The¢ Doltor us'd to fay,
“ That Mr. Trenchard’s Talent of Reafon-
“ ing was owing to his having been fo
“ good a Logician;’ a Charafter. fos
which he was eminent at the Univer-
fity. The Truth was, that his Reafoning
Head made him excell in the Subleties of
Logick. Rcafon is a Faculty not to be
' learn’d,
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learn'd, ne more than Wit and Penetra-

tion. Having as great Natural Parts as

- perhaps ainy Man was ever born with, he
wanted none of the Shew and Afliftance

-of Art; and many Men, who carry about
them mighty Magazines of Learning and

- Quotations, would have made a poor Fi-
gure in Converfation with Mr, Trenchard.

He highly valued: Learned -Men, when

they had good Senfe, and -made good ufe

of their Learning : But meer Authorities,

and Terms, and the Lumber of Words,

were Sport to him; and he often made

good Sport of thofe who excell’d in them.

He had endlefs Refources in his own

firong Underftanding, and us'd to firip

fuch Men of their Armour.of Names and
Diflin&ions with wonderful Livelinefs
and Pleafantry. - Having loft all the Tac-
kle of their Art, they had no Aids from
Nature. Falfe Learning, falfe Gravity,
and falfe Argument, never encounter'd
a more fuccefsful Poe. Extraordinary
Learning, and extraordinary Wit, feldom
meet in one Man. ‘The Velocity of their
Genius renders Men of great Wit incapa-
ble of thar laborious Patience neceflary to
make a Man very learned. Cicers and
Monfieur Bayle had both, and fo had our
Milson and George Buchanan. 1 could name
' others
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others; byt all that I could mention are
only Exceptions from a general Rule. "As
t0 Mr. Trenchard, the Charalter of Aper the
Roman Orator {uits him fo much, that it
feems made for him — 4pram ingenio pe-
tius & i wature quam inflitutione ”gf';mm':
famam Eloquentie  confecusum —— corn-
muni eruditione imbutus, contemmebat potins
listevas quam wefciebat Ingeniuts ejus
sgllis alienarum artium inwiti videretur.

. Dialog. de Oratoribus,

He was not fond of Writing; his Faok
lay far on the other Side: He only did &
when he thought it neceflary, Even in

.the Courfe of the following Letters, he
was fometimes feveral Monsths together
.without writing ome; tho’, upon the
whole, he wrote 2s many, within five and
twenty, as 1 did. He wrote many fuch as
1 counld not write, and L many fuch as he
would not. All the Papers upon Trade were
writ by him, with thofe vpon Witches
and Spirits, and all the Papers fign'd
-DIOGENES,. except the 2d of Enthuer
fia{m, which contains the Charadter of an
Enthufiat. I canpot kelp thinking. thefe
his Papers of Diogenes, extremely fine.
-They. thew his great. Compafs of Think-
ing, and how clearly be difcour’sd. upcl)ln

: the
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the darkeft and moft metaphyfical Sub-
-Je&@ts. The Letter upon Treafons, that
upon Publick Punifhments, bcglinning
Parcere fubjedtis, and that inimitable Let-
ter upon Naval Power, were his. Al
the reft were writ, fometimes by him,
fometimes by me ; and as a Proof of his
.Ingenvity and Friendthip, he heard mine
approv’d with as much Pleafurc as his
own, and always {poke of them in as
kind Terms. If the Reader wants an

Rule to diftinguifh his from mine ; thofe
which have any Quorations were chiefly
.mine ; and where there are many Quota-
tions, they were certainly mine. He
hardly ever confulted Books, and I not
often. Sometimes one Letter was wric
partly by him, and partly by me. And
10 him it was owing, to his Converfation
and ftrong Way of Thinking, and to-the
Protection andInftrution he gave me, that
1 was capable of writing {founany. He was
the beft Futor ever I had, and to him 1
owed more than to the whole World. be-
fides. I will add with the fame Truth, thar,
but for me, he never would have engaged
in any Weekly Performance “whatfoever.
From any third Hand there was no Af-
fitance. 1 wanted none while I had
bim, and be fought none while hs had
me. His.
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His Notions of (';od.wetc' noblé and re-
fin'd ; and if he was obnoxious o Bigots,,
it was for thinking honourably ‘of the

Deity, and for expoling their ftupid, four,

and narrow hmaginations about him.
There was more Inftiruétion in thiree ex-
tempore . Sentences . of .his upon ; this . Sub-
jeét, than in threefoore. of their fludied
‘Sermamns. ‘' He taught- you to.: love God ;
they only to dread him. He thought the
Gofpel -one continued Leffon of Mercy
and Peace ;- they make it a lafting War-
yant for Contention, .Severity, and Rage.
" ‘He believ'd that thofe Men, who found
Pomp and Domination. in the felf-denying
Example and Precepts of Fefus Chrif,
were either Madmen, or worfe ~ not in
earneft ; that fuch as were Enemies to
Liberty of Conficience, were Enemies to
bhumane Society, which is a frail Thing
kept together by mutual Neeeflities and
mutual Indulgences; and that, in order
to reduce all the World to one Opinion,
the whole World muft be reduced. to one
Man, and all the reft deftroy’d. He faw,
.with juft Indignadion, the mad, chimeri-
cal, felfih, and barbaraus Tenets main~
tain’d by many of the Clergy, with the
mifchievous Eftects and Tendency of thofe

, Tenets:.
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Tenets: He faw, as every Man that has
Eyes may, that for every Advantage they
have in the World, they are bcholden to
Men and Societies ; and he thought ic
downright Fraud and Impudence,to claim
as a Gift from God, whar all. Mankind
knew was the manifeft Bounty of Men, and
the Policy of States, or extorted from
them; that Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiétion and
Revenues could have no other poflible O-
riginal ; that it was a Contradiction to
all Truth, to Chriftianity, and to all Ci-
vil Government, to allow them any other ;
that the certain Effe& of detaching the
Priefthood from the Authority of the Ci-
vil Magiftrate, was to enflave the Civil
Magiftrate, and all Men, to the Priefthood ;
that thefe Claims of the Clergy to Divine
Right and Independency, rais’d a Com-
buftion, 2 Civil Schifm in the State, (the
only Schifm dangerous to Society,) made
the Laity the Property or the Enemies of
the Clergy, and taught the Clergy avowed
Ingratitude for every Bounty, Indulgence,
~ Privilege and Advantage,which the Laity,
or any Layman, could beftow upon them;
fince, having all from Gead, they could
confider Laymen only as Intruders, when
Laymen meddled with celeftial Rents, ands
pretended to give them what God had
given

’
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‘given them. I am apt to think, that from
‘this Root of fpiritual Pride, proceeds the
too common Ingratitude of Clergymen to-
‘their Patrons for very good Livings.
They think it Ufurpation in Lay-Men o
. have Church-Benefices in their Gift, -
Hence their known Abhorrence of Ime -
propriations ; and we all know what they
mean, when they find fo much Precipi-
tancy and fo many Errors in the Refor-
mation. It was a terrible Blow to Church-
Dominion, and gave the Laity fome of
their own Lands again. .

Some will fay, that thefe are only a
Number of hot-heated Men amongft the
Clergy ; andIfay, I mean no other: 1
only with the cool Heads may be a Majo-
sity. That there are many fuch, 1 know
and congratulate ; and I honour with all
my Heart the many Bithops and Do&ors,
"who are fatisfied with. the Condition of
the Clergy, and are Friends.to Conicience
and Civil Liberty ; for both which fome of
thgn have contended with immorial Suc-
cefs, : '

But whatever Offence the high Claimers
of {piritual Dominion gave Mr. Tvenchard,
be was. fincerely. for preferving the Eftar
i - blifh’d
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blifh’d Church, and would have heartily
oppos’d any Attempt to alter it: He was
againft all Levelling in Church and State,
and fearful of trying Experiments upon
‘the Conftitution. He thought it was al-
* . ready upon a very good Ballance, and no
Man was more falfly accus’d of an Inten-
tion to pull down. The Eftablithment was
his Standard, and he was only for pulling
down thofe who would foar above it,
and trample upon it. If he offended
‘Churchmen, while he defended the legal
Church, the Blame was not his. He knew
of no Authority they had, but what the
Law gave them; nor can they fhew any
other. The Sanétions of a thoufand Sy-
nods, the Names and Volumes of ten thou-
fand Farhers, weigh not one Grain in this
Argument. - They are no more Rules to
us, than the Oracles of Delpbos, no more
than a College of Augurs. A&s of Parlia-
ment alone conftitute and limit our
‘Church - Government, and create our
‘Clergy ; and upon this Article, Mr.
‘Trenchard only allerted, what they them-
fclves had fworn. Perfonally he us’d them
with great Civility, wherever he met
them ; and he 'was for depriving them
of no Part of their Dignities and Reve-
nues. -As fo their fpeculative Opinions,
‘when he meddled wich them, he thouglt;t
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‘he might take ‘the fame Liberty to differ
with them, which they took to differ
with one another. For this,. many of
them have treated. his Name very bar-
.baroufly, to their own Difcredit. Lay-
.men can fometimes fight, and be Friends
.again : The Officers and Soldiers of two
oppofite Camps, if they meet out of
the way of Battle, can be . well-bred
and humane to each other, and well-plea-
fed together, tho’ they are to deftroy one
another next Day : But I know not how
it happens, Clerical Heat does not cafily
cool; it rarely knows Moderation or any
- Bounds, but pur{ues Men to their Death ;
and after Death it purfues them, when
they are no longer {ubje& to the Laws
- or Cognizance of Men. It was not
more good Policy than it was Jultice in
thefe angry Men, to charge Mr, Treschard
with want of Religion; as it is owning
that a Man may be a moft virtuous Man,
and an excellent Member of Society, with~
out it. Bur as nothing is fo irreligious
as the want of Charity; fo nothing is
more indifcrect. :

- As paflionate as he was for Liberty, he

:was not for a Common-wealth in Exgland.

.He neither believ’d it poffible, nor with’d

forit. He thought we, were bgtier as-we
: were, -
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were, than any practicable Change could
make vs, and feem’d to apprehend that
a Neighbouring Re-publlck was not far

- from fome violent Shock. I wifh he may

have been miftaken ; but the Grounds of
his Opinion were too plaufible.

T have before own’d that he was paffi-
onate; but he fhew’d it only in Inftances
. where it was not worth while 0 watch
and reftrain his Temper. In Things of

" Moment, or when he had a Mind not to

be provok’d, no Man was more fedate and
calm. I have often feen him laugh a
peevith Man out of his Peevifhnefs, and
without being angry make others very
angry. If he had a Mind to dive into
‘any Man’s Defigns, in which he was very
fuccefsful, or meant to gain any End upon
him, it was impoflible to ruffle him.
#He was only hafty, when he was inadver~
tent. There was a Rapidity and Emotion
in his way of Talking, which fometimes
made him thought warm when he was
nOt.  Eifi webemens nondum iratus; as, 1
think Tally fays of himfelf upon the like
Occafion. He was likewife apt to give
quick Anf{wers to impertinent Quettions,
and to mortify Men who he thought
“talk’d knavifhly. Hence chiefly he was
called a Hot Man. Little Things fome-
: times
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times provok’d him; but great Provoca-
tions fet him a thinking; and he was ca-
pable of bearing great Loffes, Oppofition,
‘and Difappointments, with fignal Temper
and Firmnefs. He was very merry with
thofe who ‘wrote {curriloafly againft him,
and laugh’d heartily at what they thought
‘he refented moft. Not many Days before
‘he died, he diverted himfelf with a very
.abufefol Book writen by a Clergyman,
and pointed perfonally at him ; by a Cler-
gyman highly obliged to his Family, and
always treated with great Friendfhip by
himfelf.

 He had a noble Fortune, of which he
took fuch'Care as a Wife Man fhould.
He underftood Husbandry and Improve-
-ments excellently, and every Place where
-he came was the better for him.  But tho’
he was careful to preferve his Eftate, he
‘“Was no ways anxious tJ increafe it. He
‘kept a genteel and a plentiful Fable, and
‘was pleafed to fee it well fill’"d; be had a
- great Number of Servants, and daily em-
gloy’d feveral Tradefmen and many La-
ourers. So that of his whole Yearly In-
-come he {av’d litde at the Years end, not
above two or three hundred Pounds. This
will appear ftrange to moft People, who
generally believ'd that he fav'd great
: Sums:
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Sums: But I know whatI fay, and it is
plain from the Perfonal Eftate he has left.

" As to his Family, which I mention laft,
becaufe it is the laft Thing a Wife Man
will value himfelf upon ; it is one of the
ancienteft in Emgland, and well allied:
His Anceftor came over with Wilkiam the
Norman, and there has been a good Eftate
in the Name ever fince. He left no Child,
and his chree Sifters are his Heirs. I
know but one Family now remaining of
the Name, Mr. George Trenchard's of Dor-
fetfbire, a Member of the Houfe of Com-
mons; and I believe the Eftate in both
Families, is worth near Ten Thoufan
“Pounds a Year, -

He died of an Ulcer in the Kidnies,
after an Illnefs of five Weeks and fome
Days. -He died like a Wife Man, with
great Refignation and Calmnefs of Spirit,
and without one Struggle or Convulfion, -
The Day before he died, he talk’d to me
much and often of an Affair which re-
garded myfelf, and which, were I to men-
tion it, would fhew the grear Concern
and Tendernefs he had for me. He died
in the fifty fifth Year of his Age. I faw
him expire, and thefe Hands help'd to
clofe his Eyes; the faddeft Office that ever

they perform’d, In
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In his Perfon he was a ftrong, well-fee
Man, but of a fickly Conftitution, and
fcarce ever in perfedt Health. "He thought
too much, and with too much Solicitude:
This without doubt .impair’d, and at lafk
wore out the Springs of Life: The Vigour
and A&ivity of his Head caus’d him ma-
ny Bodily Diforders. Whatever he did
he did intenfely, and noMan was ever
more turn’d for the boc agere. = Verfa-
tile Ingenium fic pariter ad ommia fuit, ut na-
tum ad id unum diceres, quodcunque ageret.
He had a manly Face, and a fair fanguine
Complexion ; regular Features, a Look
of great tgood Senfe, and a lively black
Eye, fo full of Fire, that feveral People
have told me they could not bear to look
him in the Face. 1 have heard the fame
Obfervation made of his Father, who, by
all Accounts, was a Gentleman of much
Wit and Spirit.

To conclude ; He had extraordinary
- Abilities, extraordinary Virtues, and lit-
tle Failings, ard thefe arifing from good
ualities: He was paflionate from the
Quicknefs of his Parts; and his Refent-
ments arofe from Things which his Heart
abhorr’d. I will end his Charaler, as
Livy doces that of Cicero. The Words are
ex-
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extremely pertinent —— Vir magnus, acer,
memorabiles fuit, & in cujus laudes exfequen=
das, Cicerone laudatore opus fueris.

Fragm. Livij.

Thus much, I hope, I may be permitted
to have faid of this great and upright
Man, and my excellent Friend, before the
following Work ; and much more 1 could
havefaid. His Chara&erwasaslittle known
as hisName was much. Many forts of Men
and Caufes combin’d to mifreprefent him
—Some were provok’d by his honeft Free«
dom; others emulated his Reputarion ;
fome traduc’d him through Prejudice,
fome through Folly. But no good Man
that knew him thoroughly cou’d be his
Enemy; and what Enemies he had, Ma-
IiCo:c,l or Mifinformation, or hisown Virtue
made.

The World has few fuch Men as Mr.
Trenchard ; and few Men in it will be
~ mifs’d fo much. His Parts, his Spirit and
his Probity will be remember’d, and per-
haps wanted, when the Prejudices rais'd
againft him will be dead and forgot with
the Paflions that rais’d them.,

CATO’s
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. SIR; S o
Z'S 1have heard, with Con®
b cern, the Report of our
- being in Danger of lofing
Gibriltary lately revivd’;
101 Had nofmall Pleafiire
to-Tee, in the Generalit

.of ‘the People, a juft Senfe

“of thé great Importance of
e - -9 -that Place to the Trade
and Security of England. ' '

All Men, in Truth, fhew their Opinion of it -

by the Fears they exprefs abeut it; and if we fec
afide (as unworthy of mentién) a few proftitute
Hirelings, who-go about Coffee-Houfes to drop,
as far as they dare, ftupid and-villainous Reafons

VOL. L B for
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for giving it 1 fay, excepting fuch a con® -
tcmptlblc fcwu,pl défy{ho{é, whoforv:le Ends,
‘or to make good wile:- ms, wonid %
have it furrender’d, to px ont af all the

‘ple of Englend, One hone &; -vatiowal, -und
anterefted Man to concur with them in xt

Thank God, in fpite of the Folly of Parties,
and theA of Be yers, we fee in all Pden a

wa' mmouq Spmt or the
Pre ervation ‘of G:lmt ; amd 1 hope to fee
fhortly the Time, whea we fhall, with the fame
Franknefs and Uoity, i oyr Reafon and
our Eyefight in other attcrs, m which we
are at-prefentwmifled, either by Infawation or
falfe Intereft.

There are two Things which furprize me in
the.m: “had ahoue
Gibraltar, The firft is, the great Dnﬁidenccma-
nifefied l;{ fuch Fears: Men muft be far dgone
in Diftruft, before they could come (501
tbat their. Supenorsm: zver-grow {o
indifferent abqur. a Place of fuch Conféquencc
20 their Country ;, and: to fup fc:hemcssa |
ofgmag it qp, utpﬁ;ppo them capable of -
mﬁmfzﬁm egmsnglud 1& £ dSughe

be pnjuft, and ¢
Heghs of Igpomace ot ect, Can i o
: , t ) onour wo r
.their ‘Reputation,. Bamogs facrifice a Bulwark
of their Country, or wife Men yenture: their

'Heada hyﬁmhﬂmtmw,_ﬂ!ancf wnd dag-

gerou
But, fay. ﬁvme, ,xyhm it wdl be iﬁﬁer’d to
takon by Sgrprize; -aad. then 41l the Blame

onlytq&umfom abfcure Officer, who
“ . . may



TAT0s LETTERS i‘

amay eafily be given wp orkeptoutefahe

y e thofe who contriv'd the osuery. gt
»tbe Rcwud of it, -will be as.loud intheit Re-
£armepts, a8 athers who lovc their Country well
enough to grieve for its Difgrege or its Lofles.

I know, iadeed, all this has been faid mase
than once, and fome plaufible Circumftances
«mged, ;p ﬂww that it ‘was ‘not’ abfblu;ez

fmbe: A v s ,wmmorm nfinft,
arge.0 aad No
wifible to. ewmkeﬁo Mankind, andonlyﬁt
40 raife Hatred and Contempt towands the
~wratched Vieamers of it; This would be-to deal
Qvu.hus as with a Nazion of Ideats, blind.
ealible, whe csn nmeher {ee Day-lightymoc
oo Injuries, - nor -retuen i mua;a No.
0, WE are.not ‘a3 yet fo’be hood
.ﬁ!ﬁa thtin, Sebkmeg Wp m aiks
2V &ions
puzzle fuch. fecblc Pohucam, .
‘we have no
All this, however, ﬂmvs how much we.are
2Dt wnﬁ;ﬁie& foyl Plaﬁ in this, and many &
e
icioully eriquise, 3
h Riftrufl isito; a{ixr bed. s Uy
.- -Andther shing,at -which I am.apt to vmdét
‘s, .confidiéting how much our Credit i
concerned to clear our felves from- the Charge
&f (Iany baﬁ:di:uhrepg :; ofhc;g::lhnmhn;;;
raltan given:away,

TR b sk ey mwﬂ‘?‘f‘:ﬁ”a
ABIRT. he m () Yy, @
have- {iid, that our Silence 18 a Confdﬂz:on of
our Guile ; and that if xhclr Cenfures.and Sugs

pofitions
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»pofitions had not been ;[:ﬁ, it was in our ‘Pow?:
er publickly to have tontuted and remov’d them;
-neithier of which we. have done, - but fufferet
Them to remain under painful Fears, and Our
-felves under the Sufpicion of neither regarding
-their Intereft, nor their Eafe, nor our own
Credit. E . .
"~ Why did you not, . fay they, tell all the
:World how much you were wrongd, and be-
Ayd, in a Declaration,- faid to bethe Regent’s
2of France, which exprefly aflerted, that a Baz.
{53111 was made to give' away Gibraltar > Why °
-did you not demonttrate, that you avere at |
igs .willing to preferve your own Towns, as to
Tcmquit%odntrics for other -People, : who. are
«semarkablé. for doix.{;Nyon- as fittle- Service as
'tlae? poflibly can? Why did ‘you fuffer it w
befo with the Jeaft Colour of Probabi-
\ity, that you'would rather ‘throw away what
was your. own, than to procure for Foreign Al-
lies, at Ipur Expence, what was none of theirs?
AVhy do we fight, why conquer, if we muft
ghas condefcend to implore the Vaaquifh'd,
E:ciouﬂ ‘to-graiit Peace to us the Conquerors,
which we will humbly pay them with Part
of our Dominions ? And how came Foreiga
States, moft of them Slaves, to be more in your
Favour, than old Englend, which is a Nurfery |
of Freemen? .
- All thefe are malicious Queftions, tho’ I
hope: dlefs ; -but as they are propofed by
many T houfands of his Majefty’s Liege Sub{(e&v.
in. a.modeft and ferious Way, methinks it
would be a feafonable Piece of Difcretion and
. good Policy, to prove them groundlefs. F
: : .. or
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For God’s Sake, let us anfwer, if we can-an-

fwer; .and if our Innocence is to be fhewn, as

no.deubt it is, let it be fhewn: 1t will not even.
be enough,: that Gibraltar is never given up, but
we 0 ?ht to purge aur {clves from the Tmputa-
tion of ever a,vmg emertain’d fo criminal an,
Intention. - If we can do ‘this, it will recover
us fome Patt. of. the Credit and Confidence we
Bhave loft by not doing of it: Itherefore hope,
and ‘humbly gropoﬁ:, that we may foon ke
fome able an fagacious ‘Pen, inftead ‘of max
king Odes for us, make Apologies for us; which:
Heaven of its I}tﬁmta Mercy grant,, &c. .

In the mean time; permit me to give here,
three unanfwerable Reafons why Gibraltar can-
anot cither be given up, or taken: .

. Firft,. Becaufe Secretary Grimpldo ﬁys it .

Secondly, It would make Soq:b-SuSm'k fall
3ud.

mﬂy andlaﬁly, We have w»(é and bomﬂ.
Governors, . - . ‘

: ¢ ..}

SRR {

SIR, oL Tt

H E teirible Carcumftances of our chﬂ

Neighbours, under the Plague in fome

Places, expecting it in others, an dread?nﬁ‘r[
in all, isa loud arm%g to us,-to take all
pedients and poﬂiblc ecauttons agamfl‘

aformxdableC SR
,:__.'»..‘. 8;‘ ‘J..L R Wé
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We havé alreadyhad, and ﬁ‘xll have, aCon-
tagion of another Sort, more univerfal, and lefs
merciful, thanthatat Mayftillei ' The fatter has'
dcﬁ'rdy’d we are told, about fixty thoufand-
Lives; ours has done worﬁ- it' has render’d &
shuch greatér Numbet of Lives miférable, who
want but the Sicknefs to finifh their Calamity ;
cithet by rendering it complcar, or by putting’
an End to them and thar to

Indeed, 'had the Aléérnative been offerd us
half a Year ago, I thmk it wouild have been'a
Symptom: of m in ug; to' havé chofen
rather to falt by 'the Hand of God, than by the
éRecrablé Attsof Stock.Jobbers : THat wWe'dre
fallen, is a forrowful Truth, not only vifible in:
every Face you meet, but in the Défbrii@lon of
our Trade, the Glory an R:ches of our Nae
uog, aad 1}5 Livelihotd [:loolt; M

ut Complaini oes notmend the atter;
ahd’ yet what Teﬁgbgel-frt ¢in dvoid Com~
plaining,when he hearshis dear Countfy,a whold
Country, 2 gotent Nation, a Nation happy in its
Climate, in its Prmce, and in its Laws, oamng

- under mighty Evils, brought it
drid conremprible Hands ang pprthmdm
Evils ftill more mighty ? This gives Bitternefs.
tg a hgmgn prri!t, thc; n:hcfuf}'ers &./ ﬂh'lecrgxfe
an s there no Wa
som iﬁ' ’ﬁpﬁ jmft “and hasothc ath: Qf
our rofbenry cxt?nguffh’d all Senfe of our

ries?
ﬂJ"'el"us traé, it is both prudent atd religious h
private Pesibre, wmﬁé :hg Not[naféfkdvmgé
and calmly to expe&t Repatit é
the }.aw But Iealoqumd Revenge, in 2 whole

People,
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People, when they are abus’d, are laudable and
politick Virtues ; without which they will nes
ver thrive, qetxeg lb{:‘cgeun’d.. ;!3: far they
are to carry their tments, not pros
nounce : 'The Meafures of it muft be deter.
min’d by Circumftances; but ftill, keen Re<
fentment ought to be fliewn, or fome Punifh<
ment, or Punifhments, inflited : When the
Dignity, or Intereft, of a Nasion is at Stake,
Mercy may be Cruelty. o

- 'To this-Spirit of Jealowfy and R‘evcuﬁ:ta
formerly the Reman Commonwealth be n
for the long Prefervation of its Liberty; and
fince, the Fonetian Commonwealth owes its Pro.
fervation to the fame Spirit ; and Liberty will
never fubfift long where this Spiriti§ not : Fos
# any Crimes againft the Publick avay be com»
mitted with Impunity, Men will be tempred to
commit the greatoft of alf; T mean, that of
$nk' thiemftives Mafbers of the State ; and

here Liberty:ends it Servitude, it i owing
to this eét.. Cafer thought he might do
what he had feen Mirius and Sylls do before
him, and fo enfla’d his Country: Whereas,
bad ‘they been hang'd, he would, perhaps,
rever have amm%m‘ K. ‘

« I bring thefe Examiples to prove, that Nal
tions fhould be 4uick in theirRefémments, and
fevere ‘ih ‘theit Judginenw. - As never Natioms
was more-dbus’d than ours bas been of late by
the dirtyRace of MoneyChangers: ; foneverNa.
tion could,” with a better Grace, more Juftice,
ér greater Seeurity, take its full Vengeanee,
shan ours can, upén ®s deeefbed Foei. Somes
times tbs Greatnefs dnd Populagity of the Ofs

) B4 fenders
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fenders make ftri®t Juftice unadvifeable, be2
canfe unfafe ; but here it is not 6 ; you may,
at prefent, -load. every Gallows: (in England)
with Dire&ors and Stack-Jobbers, without the
Afliftance of a SherifP’s Guard, or fo much as a
Sigh from 'an Old Woman, tho’ accuftom'd
perbaps to fhed Tears at the untimely Demife
of a common: Felon or Murderer. A thoufand
" Stack: Jobbers, well trufs’d up, befide the divert-
ang Sight, would be a cheap Sactifice to the
Manes of Trade ; and one certain Expedient to
foften the Rage of the People ; and to convince
them, that the future DireQion of their Wealth
and Eftates fhall be put in the Hands of thofe,
who will as . effe€ually ftudy to promote the
General Benefit and Publick Good, as others
have, lately, moft infamoufly facrificed Both to
their own privite Advantage, Sompething is cer~
tainly ‘due to ‘both .the former. The Refurs
re&ion of Honefty and Induftry can never be
bhop’d for, while this Sort. of Vermin is fuffer’d
to crawl about, tainting our Air, and putting
‘every thing out of Geurfe; fubfifting by Lies,
and p'ra&iﬁnmile' Tricks, low in their Na-
ture, and mifchievous P] their Confequences.
'That a Multitude of Familes are ruin’d, and,
fuddenly funk: from plentiful Cifcumftances to
abje&t Poverty;.is affeing and lamentable §
tho’ perhaps all owing to their own rafh Con-
fidence in the Management of known Knaves :
That innocent Children, born, as they imagi-
ned, to fair Fortunes, and broaght up accord-
ingly, muft now want Bread, or beg it, is a
Cata r(::Fhe that muf} pierce every tenderHeart,
and produge Pity and li’l‘ cars; But to fee one’s.
S Yol Country
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Country labouring under all the fad Symptoms
of Diftrefs, without the Violence of War,
without the diabolical Refinements of able Po-
liticians ; but purely from the dull Cunning of
inferior Rogues, void of Bravery, void of
Abilities ; Wretches that would rus away in
the Field, and be- defpifed in- Affemblies; shis
is what fhould turn Pity into Rage, and Grief
mtoYengcame. : ol
.. For a Nation to foffer it felf .to be. ill ufed,
Is of dangerous Example ; whetler thofe that
ufe it.ill be its Neighbours ar'its Natives : - Pa-
tience, in this Cafe, invites frefh Injuriés ; 'and
that People, who would not bear many unjuft
Burthens, muft not bear one. -
- A Country, as I faid above, .ought to do it
felf Juftice with Speed,” as well as w™*
Delay has. often render’d a Cure;ir
zthe Hody Politick, as well. 2s'in]
dies: By Delays, the Edge of |
goes off, ‘and the Offender has Leif
himfelf by new Rogueries. = . | .- .
I would therefore have my Countrymen take
Advantage of the Humour they are in, apd
. nl;ake 2 i;:lu.‘xg ggl ihgir; p:jef%ng, éngﬁ,‘ ‘Let
them rouze the- Spinit of a free Nation’;
‘and- fhew, by all 'Law%:l “and Loyal l\?llteans':
that they, ‘who always fcorned. to be’ thie Prd-
perty of Tyrants, will not‘be the ‘Prey of
Stock-Jobbérs, ' - Jo
) R I RN
S R
| S R A ST ':';‘FE’,': o1 :\ll,"-': o
L gty e gl
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RISy I DRSS T : L
ot A Man robb’d 1h his Howfé; of on the Highe
: Wiy, receives from the Law alt pofiblé
Satisfattion : He has the Reftitutioh of hié
Guods dgath,, where it can be made ; dnd he
hdsthe Life of the Offender, if he can be ape
préhended 5 afid then there is a pkehtiful Ree
ard given for evety fuch Apprehenfon. By
this falutaty-Method, Vengeance i at oncé
gken for the Crime committed, and 2 terrible
Fxample made of its Author, to prevent its
" The Liw is the great Rule ini eveyy Country,;
3t leaft in edéry FE: Corntry, by which pri-
Wate Propbrey is- afcertaih’d, "and -the Publick
Good, which is the great End of all Laws, i
‘ 1the religious Obfervance of this

1t alone makes the Difference be-

Laws and none, Terror and

the Laws, are fhewn by the Exe-

¢m ; 4nd to a Contemipt of the

| 4-Wiredk dtfpenfing with therr,

Ang thoft of the Shocks and Re-

hat -we have, for thany Ages,

ingland. : '

-..s are, indeed, unwarily made, bes

ing procured by Paflion, Craft, or Surprize;
but fuch are generally either fuffered to wax
obfolete, or are repealed, as we have feen in
Qapy.,lnﬁances, and may yet fee in more.
. “ N . . . Bur’
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_ But T fpeak here of thofé¢ Laws which have
a dire& and known Tendency to fecure to us
what we have, and to preferve us what weare: -
A free People are kept fo, by no other Means,
but an equal Diffribution of Property; every
Man, who has a Share of Property, having a

roportionable Share of Power; and the

eeds of Anarchy, (whick, for the moft part,
ends inTyranny) are Eroduc:d from hence, that
fome are ungovernably rich, and many more
miferably poor ; that is, fome are Mafters of all
Mearss of QpFreHion, and others want all the
Means of Selt-defence.

What Progrefs we have lately made in Eng>
land, towards fach a blefled State of Confufion
and Mifery, by the Credulity of the People,
throwing their All upon the Meré:y of bafe- -
fpirited,” hard-hearted Villains, mifchievoufly
trufted with a Power_to undo them, is too-
manifeft from the woful Condition we are in:
The Ruin is Fcneral, and every Man has the
miferable Confolation to fee his Neighbour un.
done ; for as tp that Clafs of Ravens, whofg

. Weahth has coft the Nation its All, as they are

manifeft Enemies to God and Man, no Man
can call them his Neighboyrs; they are Rogues
of Prey, they ate Stock-]obi:m, they are 4
Confpiracy of Stock-Jobbers ! A Name which
carries along with it fuch a deteftable deadly
Image, that it exceeds all human Invention to
aggravate it; nor can Nature, with all her

ariety and Stories, furnith out any Thing to
fluftrate its Deformities by ; nay, it gains vi-
fible Advantage by the worft Comparifons you
can make: Your Terror leffens, whcnl&ou
he : ‘ a
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?kcn‘them to Crocodiles and Canaibals, who
eed, for Hunger, on human Bodies. * . -,
. - Thefe Monflers, therefore,. ftand fingle in
the Creation ; They are. Stock-jobbers ; they
have fervd a_whole. People, a8 Satan ferv'd
Fob; and fo far the Devil is injur’d, by any
Analo, ly you can make between him 2nd them.
_« Well'; but Monfters as they are, what would
you do with them ? The Anfwer is fhort and
at hand, Hang them ; for whatever they de<
ferve, I would have no new Tortures invented,
nor any new Death devifed. In 'this, I think,
I fhew Moderation ; let them enly be hang
but hang’d fpeedily. As to their Wealth, as
it is the manileft Plunder of the People, let it
be reftor’d to the People, and let the Publick
be their Heirs: The only Method by which
the Publick is ever like to get Millions by them,
or indeed any thing. . ° , . :
. But, fay fome, w%en did you ever fee Rogues,
cover'd with Wealsh, brought to the Axe or the
Gallows ? I own the Example is sare, more
1s the Shame’ of this Nation, which has had
fuch rich Temptations, and fuch freqyent Op-
portunities ; we have had publick Guilt in abun,
dmceﬁﬁod knows,often protected by Party, and
often byMoney. Faltion on anefide, and Riches
on the other, have, as it were, made a Lane
for the great Criminals to efcape. But all thefe
Efcapes, which are, indeed, our Reproach, can«
not give any,Ground to fear a prefent one. |
. This Nation has formerly been bought and
fold ; but Arts were us’d to blind the People’s.
Eyes, and the Effects of the Treachery were
got immediately.felt ; and we know’ that the

... Refent.

.
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Refentment of the Valgar never follows from
theirUnderftanding, or theirRefle&ion;but from
their Feeling :. A Pick-pockety may tickle a
lain Fellow’s Ear, till- he hss gor his Purfe
dut if he feels jt going, he-will knock the Thie;'
own, o
We have felt our Pockets pick’d, and we
kpow who havedone it: Vengeance abidesthem.
I am told, fome of them have the Fage to pre-
tend, thar they ought. not to be put to Death ;
but we hopethe Legillature will effeGually cons
vince them, that this their Partiality t6 thems
felves is %'ouadleﬁ‘: All their Hopes of Safety
* muft confift in their. Money ; and without
Queftion, they will try to make the Wages of
their Villainy prote& their Villainy. -But I can-
not fee how any Sums can. fave them ; for as
they have robbed and cheated all Men, except
- their Accomplices, {0 all Men are contern’d to
fee Juftice dane to themfelves ; and if the ordi.
nary Channels’” of Jutice could be flopp'd by
Bags of Money, or.by Parterfhip in origina}
Guilt, the im'ﬁged, the abus’d- People, mighe
be prompted by their uppermoft Paffion, and
having their Refentment heighten’d by Difap-
pointment, might, it is to be fear’d, Lwe re- .
courf¢ to extraordinary Ways; Ways that are
often fuccefsful, tho’ never )uﬁxﬁable. :
* Here are no Parties in this Cafe to difguife
Truth.‘ and obftru&t Juftice ; the Calamity is
general, and fo is the Refentment : All are Suf-
ferers ; All will be Profecutors. The Cry for
Juftice is loud and united ; if it be baulk’d, T
zan prophefy no Good from o crgl an Omif-

0fl. If
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» If this mighty, this deftru@ive Guilt, were-
to find Impunity, netiing remains, but that
every Villain of a daring or avaricious Spi-
ritimay grow a Great Rogue, in arder ta be a
Great Man: When a People can no longer ex-
& Redrefs of publick and heavy Evi%g, nor-
g:ﬁsfaaion front publick and bitter Injuries,.
hideous is the Pr they have before them..
g:hey,wil%‘ tamely ?ﬁr&ggg&mn{l?kmydtq
ggary, they may foon } another, and a.
e Grotn 3 hat to Stavery: But  hope bet:
ter Things of Buglend, o :
. I'havebefore my Eyesawilebeneficent Prince;
a generous and publick.fpirited Parliament, an
able difinterefted Miniftry ; all contending with:
each other for the Wealth, the Glory, the Li.
berty of their Country : And I have before my-
:E(yes a brave and honeft People, Lovers of
rade and Induﬂ'rg, free of their Moriey, and.
well:deferving of the Legiflature, paffionate for
Liberty, and Haters of Chains ; but deluded,
drained of their Money, and abufed beyond
Patience, beyond Expreffion, by mean Sharpers,
that fwagger in the Plunder of their Country. !
“Where therefore there 78 o mndaCapacnrr;
and there ave (0 many’ Difpofitions to help
wsonone Side ; fuch foud 'and'melanc%roﬂz Calls,
for that Helg on another Side; and fuch open,
fuch execra ie,- fuch publick Crimes from a
third Quarter ; we may hope every thing from
the fpeedy Meeting of the King and Parliament.
They are our Proteflors, and we truft they do nox
bear the Sword in vain, :
- 1 doubt net but many Schemes . will be laid

Y

before them, fome of them defign’d for s S°°'fff
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of dew Roguetles, and to prevent Enquirfes:
itreo the ofd dnes. Tt (hall e the Bufinels there:
Fore of this Paper, to watch and examine fach:
Schemes ; afrd to tonderm them, of retome
foend them, jufk as they defetve,

T have, you fee, taken the Guilt of our T'rays
tors for granted, as I think all Men do: But be-
caufe they fhatl have all Fair Play, I andertake
heseafter, if it is found neceflary, to prove it,.

by 2 Indutibn of Particulars: .
SIR; -
LL Men are now by eniferable-

X Experience, that the Projelt of the Sousbh-
Sus, thwmhzfd-heamd avery of fome,
who bave been im the Dire&ion of it, a
through the Folly, or rather Diftra&tjon of the
People, has_not anfwered the geod and wife
Ends -defign’d by the Parlinment; but inflead
of thht, has mli’ne:i;blcl houlsla:dh of mnocnnd;tpn.;g
well-hreant to glas Harpies and Pu
Jick Rbhbe?with 'M’ﬂlx‘ons : Unhdppy Fare of
' Bnytuml, worthy of a better ! For This,
girédc hus been negledted : For, This, Induﬁ;y
diftourag’d : For This, Honefty abandon'd :
For This, Credit undone; and all that Srock-
fobbers might makeFortunes, and fina)l Sharpers
sgr%w mighty M‘e:. fone, "

very one, t feems to agree, that
fosteching s neceflary to be done, 1 s‘}vm;l,
) Y¥ay,

-
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Way, ta reftore, once more, fom' Publick Cre-
dit. " But it is hoped we are far from confent.
ing that any Thing ought to be done to repair
the Lofles occafion’d by Folly and Cavetouf-
nefs, out of the Eftates of thofe, who always
forefaw, and always oppos’d this mighty Mif-
chief, much lefs at the further Expence of the
Honour 3nd Trade of the Nation.

.Ta fet this Matter in'a due Light, it .is ne-
ceffary to enquire what is meant by the Publick
Credit of the Nation,” =~ =~~~ """ °

Firft, Credit may be faid to run high, when
the Commodities of a Nation find a-ready Vent,
and are fold at a good Price; and when Dealers
may be fafely trufted with them, with a reafon-

able Affurance of being paid. .

Secondly, When Lands and Houfes find ready
Purchaférs, and when Money is tobe borrow’d
at low: Iatereft, in order to.carvy on Trade and
Manufa@ure, at fuch Rates, as may enable us
ko under-fell our Neighbours. ’ .
t “Thirdly, When People think it fafe and ad-
'vantageous to venture large Stocks in Trade
and Dealing, and do not lock up their Money
in Chefls, or hide it under-ground: And,
= Fourthly, When Naotes, Mort, aFes -and Pub:
Tick and Private Security will pafs é:rMoney,‘ :
or ealily procure Money, by felling for as much

Silver or Gold.as they are rity for 3 which
:can never happen but upon a Prefumption, that
‘the fame Money may be had for them dgain.
¢ In all thefe Cafes, ’tis abundantly the Intereft
of a Nation, to promote Credit and mumal
:Confidence ; and the only poflible Way in Na-
‘ture effectyally to do: this,.is to maintain Plt;bl;
[ SRS C
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lick Honour and Honefty ; to provide ready
Remedies for private Injuftice and Oppreflion ;
and to protet the Innocent and Helplefs from
being deftroy’d by.Fraud and Rapine. . '

But National Cregdit can never be fupported
by lending Money without Security, or draws
ing in other People to do {6 ; by raifing Stotks
and Commodities, by Artifice and Fraud, to
unnatural and imaginary Values; and confe-
guently delivering up helplefs Women and Or-
phans, and the ignorant and unwary, but ine
duftriousSubjed, tobe devour’d by Pick-pockets
andStock-jobbers; afortof Vermin that are bred
and nourifh’d in the Corruption of the State.
~_ This isa Method, which, inftead of preferving

Publick Credit, deftroys all Property, turns the

Stock and Wealth of a Nation out ofits proper
Channels, and .iaftead of nourifhing the Bedy
Politick, produces only Ulcers, Eruptions, and
often l:'ipidcmical Plague Sores : It ftarves the
Poor, deftroys Manutaétures, ruins our Navi-
gation, and raifes Infurre€tions, e,

The firft Lofs is always the leaft ; one half
of the Nation is ruin’d already ; 1 hope we
may learn Wit from -our Misfortunes, and
fave the other half : In order to this, we may
expe&, that no new Projells will be counte-
nanc’d or receivid, which have anK‘lTendencyv
to prejudice T'rade,.or which caufe Monopolies,
or fet up exclufive Companies ; and that no
Privilefdes or Advantages be granted, for which
ready Money might be got. .

. Some People: have the Affurance to publifly

it, for Example, That a certain Set of Stock«

jobbers, Whofe Faith and Modefty aue'.:noﬁ
[ S w¢

-
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well known and felt, expe&, amor(xlg other

Gifts from the Publick, that the Hland of
St. Chriftophers fhould be given-them, as a fur-
ther Expedient. to- get more Wealth to thems
felves, and leave the Natien none. Now,
8t. Chriftophers. is worth three hundred thoufand:
Pounds Sterling, and will yield fo much : So
that to prefent them with this Ifland, would

juft making them a Prefent of three hundred
thoufind Pounds ; a Sum almoft fufficient to
make the Fortune of an Under Soirh-Sea Clerk
but fuch-a Sum as this poor’Nation cannot at
prefent fpares: - 0 7 ¢

I hope, therefore, that it will no longer be
impudently alledged, that by parting with fuch.
Gifts, we lofe nothing ; fince that alone is
worth nothing, for which nothing ean be gotr
But the Cafe is otherwife here'; and from the
Nature of our publick Gartting; ‘and the Spirie
of the worthy Sharpets whe (iire& it; I dare
pronounce betoré-hand, that every Scheme thae

&t;:'{ themfelves propofe, to make their Bubble
and their Roguery thrive again, will: f¥il] -be
built upon: the further Expence, and further
Lofs and Mifery of thefe unhappy Nations.

* If our Money- is gone, thank God, our Eyes
are.left; and tharpened by Ejiperience and Ad-
verfities; We. ¢an’ fee through Bifguifes, and
will be no more amaz’d with Moen-fhine.

* + The Nation and Parliament have been abus’d,
gnd they will undoubtedly be reveng’d’; they
will not be put off with dark Juggling, and:
Rnavifh Projeds, to ftifle Refentments, and di-
vert due Vengeance : There is no attending to
asy hew Schemes, till the Publick Robbe?ma;e
o punith’d,
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punifh’d, with whom there can never be any-
Accommodation. .
To begin then, in the firft Place, with the
Criminals, will fhew that we are in earneft
Champions for Honefty, for Trade, and for
the Nation, all oppreﬂ{d by Money-Leaches.
All other Remedies will be Mountebank Re-
medies s It would be Madnefs to concert new
Schemes, Kable to new Abufes, without firfk
doing Juftice to the Abufers of the old ; Im-
putity for paft Ctimes is a Warrant to commit
more, efpecially when they are gainful,
' Such mi Mifchiefs as thefe Men have
done, will be but meanly attoned :for by fuch
mfamous Lives, unlefs their Eftates are alfo
confifcated ; and even thefe, great as they are,
will repair'i:ut Part of our Misfortunes.” But
what we can have of them, let us'have ; theit
'Ne'f‘ks ba::xgd theirh Moncy.hc'r Proiedt, the wif
" To begin wit other Projet, wi
take Por a Cthcii’:oar?,ythat there is a Defign to.
fave them ; and to what thar muft be owing,
we all know ; and what futther Evils it ma
produce, may even furpafs our Fears, tho’ al.
teady terribly gredt : But a Method of ju&rcj
&m{e‘yﬂnl’y 'erﬁrc'r d upon, 4and impartially carry’d
otrgh, wilt %ive us Patience under our Bur.
des, ‘banith &1l our Fears, givé Credit to th¢
p’dBﬁck Proceedings, and reftore Hope to the:
ahmoft defpairing People. A o
o o Tam &e,

¢ .

A

SIR
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“ SR, - . :
HTS great Nation, undone by defpicad
- ble Stock-jobbers and their Abettors, has
hitherto quietly groan’d under the mercilefs
Hands of. its Pillagers, and livid for fome
Months upon the pure Hopes of Redrefs. We
" Jook’d towards the Parliament: His Majefty.
and his Miniftry being abfent; and bufied wit
the Affairs of this Kingdom Abroad, and in the
glorious Aims. of fettling the Peace of Earope,
and ftrengthning the Proteftant Intereft.
. The firft Part of our Hopes is now_almoft
gccomplifh’d, the Parliament are juft upon
‘meeting ; and never, fure,. did ever Seffion opea
with greater ExpeQation, or more to ‘do:
Every thing is turn’d topfy-turvy ; and the
Nation thrown into Convulfions, is waiting for
the,hcalinéxHand of its Reprefentatives.

* Many Expedients will, no doubt, be offered
without Doors ; calculated, in Ap nce, to
improve the:Stock, but, in. Reality, defign’d
to fave the DireGors. This is to begin at
wrong End. ;To pretend to form Schemes for,
ttq encreafing of Credit, before the Deftroyers,
the Cannibals of Credit, are honeftly and open.
ly hung up to its Manes, is, in fome fort, to
confefs, that we had our InffruGtions and Po-
liticks from the Criminals themfelves, and our
beft and only Reafons out of their Purfes.

Or

-
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- Or if we are not thys witked, we would, at
beft, be miferably weak to fall into fuch a pre-
pofterous: Method ; and whether great and ge-

‘neral Calamities have their Root in Roguery
or Folly,- is all one to a Nation.

~In gight of all the Remedies that-can be

‘apply’d, Multitudes will -ftill remain undone
beyond all Remedy : Nay, for ought I can fee,

_there is no pra&ical Remedy at all for what is
paft, fo effetual has been yhe Roguety, on one
Side, dnd fo rivetted is the Ruinh on the other..

All, therefore, that feems to me to be left,
even to the united Wifdom of Great-Britain, is
the Cure of Prevention, to fto&;he Progrefs of
the Contagion, to take care that thofe which
have already fuffer'd, fhall fuffer no more, nor
make neéw Sufferers+ It- is certain that all-'Men
have fuffer’d in one Senf¢ er other, -the Crimi-
nals excepted. ' It is hop'd .that the miferable
People will now be honour'd with their good .

Company ;' and that the Box ‘on the Ear,
which wantonly began from them, will in |
eameft be réturned to them, and end with them.
It is fome Confoldtion to the Inhabitants of 4
Village, who have been bit all round by a mad
Dog; to fee the DireQor of the Poifon, and the
Author of their Pain and Danger, honeftly
hung up, or knock’d on the Head.

he prevailing Woe which has long raged,
and ftill fits hard and heavy upon us, has cer-
tainly fome Authors, and the Direftors are ge.
nerally taken to be thefe Authors; and if they
are duly and publickly punifh’d, they will cons
lt}nut: to be tal;:;n fo‘; the only Anthors. hl}uu
if there is nothing done to them, or nothing

: effeGually
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to them, we.fhall naturall
Jook fuﬂ&r and t:ake bo d‘:ﬁ know, that th:;
il;ey have e3, yhe: that o;lgs g
; that .others have di-
re&ed the Dxre&on, g\d were Parmen in the

Spoil.
P%ut if they ftand fingle, and are found the
only and original Plu 1.0f. l’hen,Country
wxll in alhbly be-gisen - qpb;
e ples of

&rymg engeance not
but .of A marc POPulat

mg cannot ie one, nor 1 d fo
Bleflings of the Paople, an

the umwrﬁl Aﬁe&xons of Grzar Bnmu,
.behfbmc o!fe ;hhedRewards axcndmg u l ¢
who will, be the' generqus, ic
uftice, upon ﬁete ablc Autbotsaf ,pubhgk

3nd .intenfe Mi

1 will never- fuppofé tha; any Men, evon
one Man in emfl publick Station, did by eny
Means-join w. Stock ‘jabbers fo-undo -thex
Country ; much efs enabled Stock-jobbers K

undo their COWMEY;'R d fupported them w
shey were abour it It wopld, be melancholy
rnd tersible, mdmd. to imagine ‘that -any pub-
Meny at leaft, any Man concern’d. in the
Fmanc&, or fet over any Part of the publick
Money, by which-publick Credit s cingulated
and fuftain’d, fhould, in Defiance-of his pub-
lick Truft, put him#elf  at the Head of 2 Cop-
fpiracy of Stockijobbers, who were with mer;
ciles -and unelean Hands rifling the -Publick
itfelf, ingroffing all its Wealsh, :snd deltroxing,
3t .once, all: publick and privage Faith. . -

" Such
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“Such_unprecedented T ,. fuch overe
grown Guilt,.can never be fup od. "Our Cot-
j mpnons cannot be yet besome fo bold and bare-

cd nor we {o tame. Thc Thing therefore,
eing fo v monftrous, muft be im

L whad'oever ugge&lons there may be to the

ch, . wese -they true, could noc

fail ofcahmg amdpuue,ud gon{picubus Pu-

n fuch,
As to th whola cncouragedaSchem
out an he: Ofcnfe Purpofe to relieve tthubhck
nd pay off its Debs, the ou c. nndno
Doubt will be the firft and t aftive to
vevenge the Pubhck upen -thafé, Who, eul
-of relwv 1t. have brou%t_t the Publick into

fuch ﬂmg
By this,: th Wi evmc: the H
of that Pyrpofe, and merit fill more to cond

and which will undonbtedly be
xemcmbtedi; -the honeft Frecholders of Exg-
land at a-proper Seafon in thair Favour: Our
Eyes are upon them, qur Confdence :is
thcm, and we wifh them :good \Succefs :in th?‘
great Tryal of Integrity.and publick Spiri.

1 ethat there will be many who will be
lnud m then Call . for pubbck Jultice, and ‘yet
be the firft.to -preventit. - Their Avarioe will
arm thcu' Tongues with Zeal, and'a proper
Prefent difarm it of its Elsgumee However,
the Outlide of publick Spirit will ftill be kept
on; they will be fure to cry out to the laft fo
Punifbment, for fevere Punifbment; but the
will be as fure to find faule with every Expedi-
ent propofed for infli&in F it. 1 could name _
fome worthy Patriots, of many Words, and

great -
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great Weight,-who will a& this Farce rarely.
4t will not be-the firft time——~—-=What is hu-
-mane: Life, but a2 Mafguerade? and what is ci-
il Society, -but a mocgc Alliance berween Hy-
poxrify and Credulity? ,

Magna & \miifera Csvitas, eodem anno tantas In:

beos, Ieelos, Afiaticos, varia' & pudenda forte
agebat ; donec fucceffere Mucianus, & Marcellus,

+ . Thefe-are the Words of a great Ancient, fig
nal -for his 'Wifdom and ftrong Obfervations.
Had he lived now, and written in Engli/b, he
would have written thus.

. Oh.London! Ob England! Oh my Country!
How great ! And yet how miferable! What Re-
‘proath, what Calamities, what Ruin bas thou fuf-
‘tained > ‘Suftained, in the Space of one [bort Year;
‘and lefs than a Year Y Sufained from the Dregs of
bumane Kind ! From Fellows, vile in their Origi- §
nal ; and as to their-Spirit, §laves! What oppro-
br;m Dehg/iz:::', what deadly Rewlut;’o’m baf} thou
fuffered ¢o rought - upon thee, by the ignoble
Names, and ftrvikiﬂanz” of Bty L—-gf-,
H —=-h, and the like Scum of the Valgar! And
after all this, art thou mot yet weary, O my Countty !
of thy own Shame ) Not ye¢ [atiated with Devafta-
tion and Havock ? And wilt thou yet again try the
old Knavery, managed bj new Knaves ?

. I am, &c.,

SIRQ?
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SIR, -

NO Expericace ot Sufferings tan cure the
World of its Credality. 1t has been a
Bubble from the Begioning ; nor is it a bit wifer
Tor this Difcovery, but fhill runs into old
Snares, if they have but saew Names, and often
whether they have ot fo.

Self-Love beguiles Men into falfe Hopes, and
they will venture to incur a hundred probable
Evils{ to catch one poflible Good ; nay, they
fun frequently into diftratted Pains and Ex-
pences, to gain Advantages which are purely
imaginary, and utterly impoflible.
ere the Paflions properly ballanced, Men
would aét rationally ; but by fuffering one Paf-
fion to get the better of all the reft, they a&t
madly or ridiculouily.

Our prevailing Paffiotis in England, of late,
have been Hope, Avarice, and Ambition ; which
bave had fuch a headlong Force upon the Peo-
le, that they are become wretched and poor,.
v a ravenous Appetite to grow great ahd rich.
r Fear and Caution were poftponed; and

oft what we had.  Could fuch Courage be in-
ired by Stock-jobbing? A ¢owardly Science
t mcan Tricks and Lies! < .
Every Adventurer in this mighty Lottery,
refaw that many mult be Lofers, and rhat
at was got by one muft be loft by another ;

fvoL1. C W
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but every Man hoped that Fate would be kind-
er to him in_particular, than to a theufand o-
thers; and fo this mad Hope became general,
as are the Calamities which it has produced.
This fhews the little Power that Reafon and
Truth have over the Paflions. of Men, when
they run high. In the lare Revolution’in the
‘Alley, Figures and Demonftration wonld have
told them, and the Diretors could Rave told
them, that it was’ all Phreénzy; and that they
‘were purfuing gilded Clouds, the Compofition
of Vapour and a little Sunfhine ; both fleeting.
Apparitions! Common Senfe could have told
them, that Credit is the ‘moft uncertain and
fnaft fluGuating Thing in the World, efpeci-
ally When it is applied to Stock-Jobbing ; that
1t "had long before been exalted higher than it
could well ftand, even before it was come to
twenty above Par, and thereforealways totter-
ed, and was always tumbling down at every
little Accident and Rumour. 'A‘Story of a
-Spanifb Frigate, or. of a few Thieves in the
dark Dens of the Highlands, or the Sicknefs of
a foreign Prince, or the Saying of a Broker ina
Coffee-Houfe ; all, or any of thefe contempti-
ble Caufes were able to reduce that fame Credit
into a very {lender Figure, and fometimes with-
in her old Bounds: But particularly they might
have feen, that it was now mounted to fuch an
outragious Height, as all the Silver and Gold
in Europe could nor fuppbrt; and therefore
when People came in any confiderable Numbe ¢
to fell; (and to fell was the whole End of ‘their
buying) itwould have a dreadful Fall, even to the
crufhing of the Nation. This has fince c}ole-
- - . . u
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_fully happened: ‘Our Hopes,. which were our
_Ru:};\, are gone ;-and now we behold nothing
- but the Face of the Mourner. :
But in fpight of all this Mifchief, produced
by Credulity, by manifeft and ill-grounded
Credulity, it is much to be feared that fome
lirtle Art, and big Promifes, would make us re-
peat it, and-grow mad again. ‘This feems evi~
dent, not only fom the Fogy and_ Feeblenefs
of humane Nature, ever the Prey of Craft, and
‘ever caught with Shadows; but from our end-
lefs gaping after new. Pr%c'&s, and our Eager-
.nefs to run into them. ¢ have been bruifed
.in 2 Mortar, but we are- not wifer; while one
Ruin is yet upon us, we are panting after ano.
ther, perhaps-work’d up by the fame Hands,
or by other Hands with the fame Views, .
O the Weaknefs and Folly of Man ! It is like
a2 Whirlpool, which deftroys and drowns not
by Halves, but when a Part is drawn in, the
Whole follows. .. _ )
Swely the Plealure is as greaf,
, Of being cheated, as to cheat!
Elfe Men would not be fiich Dupes, as every
whers they are.  Whoever would catch Man-
kind, has norhir{;lg to do, but to throw out a
Bait to their Paflions, and infallibly they are
his Property. - This Secret is well known ta
corrupt Courts, who flatter or frighten their o-
beying believing Vaflals into all the Exceffes of
Miﬁri and Obeifance. By this, Standing "A¢-
mies have been maintained ; by “This, wild
W ars have been waged ; and by This, an idle,
expenfive, abfurd, and cruel Popifh Hierarchy

.has been fupported. :
:has i Ca - " - Qrce
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Once more, O wretched Man! Thou wil- -
Ting Initrument of thy own Bondage and Delu-
fion; even Mountebanks know this Secret of
cajoling thee, and picking thy Pocket; and
worfe than Mountebanks, Stock-Jobbers know
it - , .
When 4 People are undone, it is fome Con-
folation to. refle@, that they had no Hand in
their own Ruin, or did all they could to pre-
. vent it, by the beft Counfels they could take,
or by the braveft Defence they could make.
But alas, poor England ! thou haft not that
Confolation. Thou haft not fallen by able
Traytors ; thou art not the Vichim of deep
Defign, or artful Treafon ; nor art thou the
Price of Vifory in the Field; neither art
thou out-witted by the fubtle Dealers_in My-
ftery and DiftinChion ; nor in this Inftance
deceived by their falfe Alarms.

No, we have no fuch palliating Refle&tion
to reconcile us to our Mifery, or to abate its
Pangs: To our deathlefs Shame, we are the
Conqueft, the Purchafe of Stock-Jobbers. The
Bri?;{lg Lions crouch to a Neft of Owls! Can
we furvive the Remembrance without Revwenge?

But all this is complaining, will fome fay;
and we want Remedies rather than Complaints:
To bewail our C alamities, is indeed natural;
but to extricate our felves out of them, is ne-
ceffary.* 1ere are Two Hundred Millions of
Imagmary.Propcrtg loft, and at leaft T'wenty
Millions "of Real Property plundered from the
‘Honeft and Induftrious, an ﬁivm to Sharpers
and Pick pockets: Shall thefe Rooks be fuffered
to enjoy it ? And fhall the Bubbles be redrefled

: : out
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out of other Mens Effates, no wife chargeable
with the Mifchief? Or muft we proftitute the
publick Honour of the Nation to draw in
other People (no way concerned) to take the
bold Bargains of rafh Men and Dupes off their
Hands? But if'none of thefe Methods are taken,
our Cullies muft fet down with their Lofs, or
the Traytors be forced to difgorge. .
‘If we make new Schemes, or diverfify the
old, till Doom’s-Day," there will be no paying
Twentg Milliens without Twenty Millions,
or without what is Equivalent to Twenty
Mitlions; which wiil be the fame thing to the -
Nation asthe parting with T'wenty Mill ons.

The Payment therefore will either be a real

Payment, or a fham Payment; and i this
Cafe, if cavear empror (let the Buyer look to it)
be a good general Rule in the Bufinefs of Bar-
gains and Sale, it will be a good Rule here
too. :
If we have any State-Chymifts, who have
Ast enough to make Millions evaporate into
Smoak, yet I muft beg leave to doubt their
Skill at confolidating Smoak into Gold.

I hope I fhall not be underftood, by what I
have faid, to oppofe an Attempt to redeem us
out of our prefent wretched Condition. On .
the contrary, I fhall be the firlt ta Vote that -
Man a Statue of Gold, who can ftrike out an. -
honeft and skilful ExEcdicnt for oux Recovery,
which [ own s far paft myown Skill. 1amno. .
Candidate for the Golden Statye.

By all this, I would only caution my Country-
men, not to be caught again; let them beware
of new Snares: As to the Lofers, they have

. C3 ot
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not a Rreat deal to expet ; and 1 can fay no.
more to them here, than that in Countries’
where the Plague rages, the Prefervation of the

Whole is the principal Care ; the Infeed are
for the molt part left to take care of them-
Yelves; and 1 never heard it fuggefted that
Nine Millions of People ought to be expofed |

xo the mortal Contagion of that Diftemper, to
peeferve a few Individuals,

’

{am, &e¢.

SIR, -
BEwnre of the foft Step, will be allowed by

all Mch, who have any Skill in humane
Affairs, to be a commendable Caution i all

" Proceedings of Moment. In how many In-

ftancés do we fee, that Things which begin.
plaufibly, end tragically ? ,Pc:lple have been
often erflaved by Princes created by themfelves
for their Proteftion, and often butchered by
Armies raifed by themfelves for their Defence.
T'he late Freach King, whenever he was going
o (hed the Blood of his People, in any wanton

‘War, tho’ undertaken to gratify his Luft of

Power, or to exalt hisown Houfe, never failed
3o let thet know, in an Edi¢t made on purpofe,
that it wasall for their own Good and Pro-
{perity ; that is, they were to fuffer Slaughter
Abroad, and Oppreffion and Famine at Home,
purcly €or their ewa Advantage and Felicity.

. General

|
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General Propofitions are, for the moft part,
dangerous, and intended to fupport Confe-
quences which, at firft View, they do not feem
to mean and imply. They are, therefore, ge-’
nerally plaufible in Appearance, to catch Con-’
fent ; from which Confent, when it is once got,
new Advantages are taken, which were not’

forefeen; and frefh Articles are added, which .

were not known to have been defigned.
In the late long War with France, What was
more defirable, what more plaufible than Peace 2

A Blefling {o univerfally underftood to be one, .

that the Joweft Vulgar wanted ho Words nor
Perfuafions to know -its Excellencyt And whea
we were infulted with this Queftion, MWhas,
Will you not trear > To have faid No, would
have been an Anfwer {0 invidious, that fcarce
any Man durft make it; and yet all wife Men
then knew, that to confent to'a Treaty. at that
Time with France, confidering the Perfons and
their [nterefts whe were to manage it, was to
<confent to :a Confpiracy againft England in par-
ticular, and to plot againft all Europe in gene-
ral: We were ftun'd with the Wond Peace,
nor could we ftand it, tho’ weknew it was
hatching T'reafor. In fhort, to Treat, as fofe
a Phrafe as it was, ﬁgniﬁecf neither more not

lefs, than 1o give to okd Lewis his wicked Will

of all Europe, and to the Tories their Pretender.

. Take another Inftance. In the prefent Spanifb
War, which, we are affured, wants nothing
but a Form to conclude it, we cannot forget
the loud Arteftations that were every where
given us, That to declave War was fufficient alone

#0.end the War, and frighten the Spaniards into &
. C4 Paace 2
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Peace : And who, among us, would not willing-

" Iy be at the Expence of a Piece of Paper, and
of the Heralds Lungs, to {care a turbulent and
enterprizing Court, as was that of Pln‘liﬁ, into
Moderation and Quictnefs? But the Obftinacy,
of Spain, the Length of that War, our' great
Chaxge in Men and” Money to fupport it, and
the Condition of our Fleet, worn in the Service
of our Allies, or eaten by Worms in the Medi-
zerransan, “are all fufficient Leflons to- us, How
little we ought to have trufted to fiich Affi~
rznccs, or to the Word of thofé that gave
them.

Take a third Inftance. Upon the Eftablifl-
ing of the prefént Esft-India Company, it wag
reafonably urged, That fuch a Company would
be no other than a Confederacy of cunning.
Fcllows againft fair and general Trading, by
monopolizing. to a.few, the fole Traffick and
Riches of a great Continent. To which it-was
anfivered, that thers wasno fuch Defign; bur
that every Man whio would fubfcribe his Name
in their Boolis, and comply with fome eafy-
Conditions, would be frankly admitted to fhare-
in their Trade : But thi§ was all.Hypocrify or-
Lying ; for no- fooner. had the Proje&ors, by
fuch petty Pretences. to. publick Honefty, got-
the better of Oppofition, and cook’d up their-
Proje, but it was found'that tHeir T'rade was-
impralticable to all but themfelves: Every
Trader was obliged to come into the Joint
Stock ; and all Attempts fince, for the publick
Goed, have proved ineffe@ual againft o formis
dable a Sociery.

We
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_We have a fourth Inftance from the firft In-
tion of the Sourh-Ses, It was at firft pre-
tended, that every Proprictor was to have
€ per Cent. for his ey, without Trouble or
Pedu&ions, and need not engage in-the Trade,
unlefs he chofeit. This drew in a great Muls
titude to vouch for the Scheme, and encourage
it ; bue in pafling the Bill, it was found that
the crafty Managers had lopt off one per Cent.
to be applied, as they pretended, to carry on
the Trade of the Company, and all were
obliged to join in the Chimerical Atliento ; by
which they have fince pillaged the Proprietors
of a- Million: and a half—See the vaft Advantage
of lofing by Trade # A Secret well known to the
Bire&ors? '

. 'The fifth Inftance may be taken-from the

- fame South-Sea. What a rare Sugar-Plumb

ro the Naton, was a Scheme fo finely calcula-
¢ed to pay off the Nation’s Debts! What a
sempting Bait was heré¢ ! Even thofét who faw
whither it mifchievoufly tended, and perceived
the deceitful Hook under it, could not itand
she Scorn and Rebukes: of the Many, who
fwallowed it without feeing it What farad
Devaftation and Powerty it has fince produced,
by the unparalled'd Freachery of the Dire&lors,.
and fome that are worfe than.they, the mifera-
ble People feel:much more fenfibly than I can
exprefs, pierced as they are with the keen Am
rows of mercilefs Villainy, and unrelenting
Diftrefs. We have undone our felves to pay
our Debts-; and-our Debts are not paid. W hat
fhall 1 fay " We had once Bread, Money, and
publick Faith : But now' What remains to u;?

. Csys I cone
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" cannot anfwer.—Our Grief, our Folly, out
Loffes, our Difhonour, our cruel Ufage, are
too big for Words. - . - :

1 have faid To'much, to prove how wary we
wught t0 b2 in going into new Schemes. We
-ought 4t leaft to know the Whole of them, bew
Tore we confént to a Part. t will aifo behove
s 10 *have an Eye tothe Quarter from whence
they come ; ‘whether they be Direlors,
their Mafters, and ‘Confederates ; or Men o
fiir #nd upright CharaQers, whofe Souls are
honelt, and their Hands sclem.. Asto thofe,
‘who #te known to have promoted the mq}xt‘y
*Cheat, -and the Ruin of their Country; theit l
Infamy is’ﬁ)gla;‘:ag, that, finte they will not
hhive Motelty and Remofe enough o hold
their Tongues, and toForbear meddling. with
the ‘Concerns - of -a-People’beggared by them,
we ou‘%ht to mind no ‘more whar they fay,
thin the Judge did the Houfe-bredker, whe
‘upon ‘his Tryal vold his Lerdthip, #hat he
‘would fivear the Peace againft himy for putting bim
in Fear'of bis Lifs. i : l
_ 'The fame may be faid of thofe that are
“fatlen in with the ‘Guilty, and unexpeQedly
fpedk the fime Note. W guefs at their Me-
‘tives. -The powerful Getters would fave them-
‘fetves, ‘by letting others get as nwich, and pet-
‘haps are’'glad to-ditide their‘Gains to éfcape
‘Punifhment. . ce -

_If any-Man ‘would ‘he the unfufpeted and
fair Author of a new Projet, he ‘cin recom-
‘mend ‘it and himfelf 'no ibetter, :than by ‘fhew-
ing it to*be'honeftly confiftent ‘with ¢he Punifh-
ment of sur Million Knaves, the Bload:fuckers

of




CA7T0s LETTERS. 33

of England, A new Scheme, and an-Inquific-
on into the Management of the old one, may
both fucceflively go on at the fame time; and
they who fay they cannot, do'but own they are
afraid they fhould. Are they confcious te
themfelves that the DireGtors may hope to
efcape Part of their Punithment, by fathering
others a great Share of their Guilt, or
xather the firft Power of being guilty? -
What mean fome Men by %aying,W’c ought
1o extinguifh the Fire, before we enclxlnire inte
the Incendiaries ? Arethey fome of them? Or
did they furnith out Brands to the reft ? Or
would they give them Timeto run awag ? The
"Tryth is, the Houfe ‘s already bura'd down,
'many are burn’d to Death, and all are mifera-
bly fcorch’d: The Flame has in a manner
wafted it felf’; but thofe that talkthus, feem™
-eager to revive it, by new Devices to ftir the
Embers. All we-can now do, s to build the
Houfe again, if we can; 9nd ‘hang thofe that
fired it, which we are fure ‘we ought. Befides,
we have long known who did it ; they have
‘been saken:in the Falt at Noon day, and every
Day. This Thing was not done in a Corner,
not at once, norby one ; the Villainy was delie
berate, gradual and open.. - . ~
‘Thefe Gentlemen-do ‘however .confefs, that
the Houfe hasbegn fet.on fire; which Con.
feflion they would doubtlefs be glad to avoid
 they could : But the Mifesy is {orcly felr, an
all Burope are. Witnefles of it. Can they there-
4ore, alker .an Ackpowledgment that the Na.
:gion has been burn’d, have the Face to be con-
ariving Ways to.delay the Pyupifhment of the

Burners?
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Burners ? Has Self-love no Share in this? And
by the Delay of the Punifhment of others, do
they not as good as avow, that they tremble for
themfelves ? For my part, I can fee no Diffe.
rence in this Cafe, between delayingit, and
fruftrating it. »
‘The Expedients for retrieving us, if we can
be retrieved, are certainly compat?bfc ‘with Ex.:
?edicnrs for revenging us; and the larrer will
acilicate the former. It will give Lifeto the
poor Bankrupt Heart-broken People, if they fee
that their Deftroyers meer due Vengeance, and
that they are like to be no more the Prey of
daring Parricides, .
TLam, &e.

SI1R ~
L ]
Here is not in Politicks 2 more eftablifhed
_ Rule than' this ; That, when d corrupt and
wicked Miniftry intend to pillage a Nation, they
make ufe of wile and contemptible Inflruments, to
Zrther ¥n their Plunder, and allow the Mifcreants
Part of it 3 and when the Cry for Faftice becomes
Srong and wniverfal, they niways bng up their
faithful Rogues. By this Means they ftop the
People’s Mouths, and yet keep the Money.

Byt they a& by no Rule of goed Policy,-but
are, In Trurh, chargeable wah Folly, or ra-
ther with Phrenzy, who dream that they can
prevent this Cry, by the Means that firft raifed
it,.and by Means that will ever produce X;
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As well might they attempt to prevent the
fpreading o%ha Deluge, By damming it up;
which would prove the dire¢t Method to make
a whole Country its Conqueft ; for it will then
kmow no Bounds, but bear down Men, Bea
and Cities, before it ; whereas its Force
Mifchicf are eafily prevented, if proper Chan-'
nels are “:gncd for 1t, and its Torrent is skill-
fully dirvelted.

The fimple Multitude, when moft provoked,
are eafily appeas’d, if they have but Fuel for
their Rage: They will fcarce feel their Miferies,
if they do but fancy that Juftice is done upon
the' Authors of their Miferies. And whatever
they fuffer; the Hanging of a few forry Rafcals,
who were but the working Tools of a few’
Greater, will huth all the Tumult of their
wrirs, and reconcile them to Patience and

retchednefs: ,

* This Expedient, therefore, to 1pleafé' them,
4s conftantly &ra&ifed by all wife T'raytors, and
able Oppreflors, But when, thro’ the Igno-
rance of their Pillagers, the Courfe of Juftice
is entirely ftopt, and the abufed enraged People
can have no Remedy, either real or imaginary,
nor one Vi&tim to their Fury, they will natue
zally and neceflarily look higher ; and who can
forefee where their Vengeance will end ? ’

If a Pyrate, who robs upon the Sea, is
hang’d for his Robbery, every Body is fatisfied
with the Death of the Offender:” But if the.
A8ion is avowed, and he produces a Commife
fion, the State that gave it becomes anfwerable.

All thefe Secrets in Government were excel-
Jently umdenftood by Queen Eligaberl’s Miniltry,

. out
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cut of whofe Hiftory 1 havetherefore copied
the followiag Paflage, and .the. following:
Speech: . I

* The Queen, upon her Return from x Pragrefi, beld!
8 Parliament at Weftminfter; wherein, among.-
‘other Things, Jeveral good Laws were made for the
Relicf of the Poor, and of maimed. and difabled-
Soldiers nnd Seamen;, againit fraudulens Guardians
apd Tryflees; the Cheats and Tmpofisions of Clothiers,
«and she Robberiet and Querages commited-upon the
Burders of the Kingdom 3owards Scotland. B
whercas great Complaints were made in the Lower-
Hosfe, velating to the Engroffing Praftice: (for 1t
eems there were fome, who, under the Colour
of Publick Good ; but, in Reality, to the
reat Damage of the Kingdom, had got the
&wen‘s Leétters Patents, for the fole Privilege
and Liberty of vending fome particular Sores
-of Wares :) - Fhe Queen theefore, .20 foreflall them,
“publifbed a Proclanation,. declaringthofe-Grants to-
e null and void; and ulfo left them to be rry'd at
Common Law. A Method which was f[o woceptable
2o the Lower-Houfe, that Eighty of tbat Body were
-dppointed towait uven ber Majefly with their bum.
sble Thanks, which the Speaker wes to prafent in she
Kame of them all.  She received them very gravioufiy,
adrid gave ker Anfwer in-the following Speech,

- “Gentlemen,
J ‘Owe you my belt Thaks und Acknowledgmense
Sfor wour Refpelt towards nme; not only for
Yyour good Dnclination, but thefe clear and publick
sExpreffions thereof, which bave difcovered themfelves
«n retrieving me from a Miftake, .into which I l;;w
e
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been Detrayed wor fo wuch by the Fauits of my
Will, ag the Error of my Fudgment. Ybis bad une
wvoidably drawn & Blemifls upon me, (who account
the Safety of my People my chicf Happinefs,) bhad
You not wwade me acquasnted with the Praldice: of
shefe lewd Hurpies und' Rorfe-Leeches, Y would
Jooner loofe yny Heart or Band, than ever confent 2o
ullow futh Privileges to Engroffers, as may turn to
She Detrimnent of my People. I am mot 5}"3 blinded
with the Luftre of a4 Crown, as to let the Scale of
Fuftice be weighed down & shav of an Arbitrary
Power. "The gay Title of a Prince nray deceive fuch
s know nathing of she Secres of Governing ; as a
Jilded Pill snay impofe sspon the Pasient : Bus I am
not ome of thife unwary Princes; for 1 am very
Jenfible, that 1 oughe to govern for the Publick Good,
wyd mot so regard my own Parvicular; and thas 4
Jiand accountsblr to andther, ngreater Tribunal. 1
‘accouns my Jelf wery bappy, thary by .God’s Affiflance,
3 bave enjay'd fo grefperous a Government in all
Refpells, and thar be has bleffed me with furh
Subjecis, for whom I vould be vontented to lay down
w1y Crown and Life. I must emtreat you, that let
Others be guilty of what Foults or Nifdemranors
Soever, théy may mot, thro’ any Mifreprefentatis
be lay'd «at my Door, I bope the Evidence of n goo
Confeience will, in-all Refpefls, bear me out. Yoy
<annot be ignorant, that the Servamts of Prinmces
Jave, too often, am Eye to their own Advantage,
that their Paults are often concraled from their
Netice 5 -and ‘thas ‘they -cannse, <f -they would,
<nfpeft all Things, when the Weight nnd Byfinefs
of awbele. Kingdem lies on sbir Shoulders.

Here
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" Here is a Specth, worthy of the Occafion;
worthy a wife Prince, wortnliy of a free People;:
1 Sgctch that has Truth, and 3enfe, and Spirit
in ft. We may be fure, from the Franknefs
and Vigour of it, that the Minifters who advifed -
it were no Sharers in the Guilt and Oppreflion
of which it complains: If they had, they
would have chofen Words more faint and e-
quivocal ; they would have thuffled in:their
Affertions ; they would have talked: more
“cowardly ; and they would have keptoff-from
Particulars: They could not have hid. their
Guilt and Fears. But here their Boldnefs is
the EffeCt of their Innocence, and prompred

By it _ :

Her Majefty frankly owns, that fhe: was
drawn-into an' Error; but that it'was only an
Errorof her Judgment, fhe makes manifd{'b :
her Alacrity and Forwardnefs to punifh thefe
Harpies and Horfe-Leeches, who, in her Name,
had abufed-the Publicke: She owns it juft; thae
thofe Engroffers fhould fuffer: She owns that
the Art and End of Reigning, is to advance the
Publick Good ; and when that Geod is not at-
tained, fhe configns to Puniflrment thofe Rooks
and Traytors, thro’ whofe Fault it is not at-
tained. Sk owns fhe has been abufed by her
Servants; who, under her Authority, and in
the Name of the Law, Iad fought their
own vile Advantages; and fhe removes
gon; her felf all Guily, by giving up: the”

_Guilty. :

Happy Queen! happy in_her own Qualifi-
cations; happy in thofe of her Counfellors :
But wilc and good as fhe was, fhe couldhnot

- ave
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Kave valked - thus, if Ber Miniftry htad been
weak or wicked: Had this been her Misfors:
tune, in fpite of herSinceri;y, Wifdom and
Refolution, her Speech would have been falfe,.
faint, and filly. But her Courdellors were a-
ble and faithful, and made Englend profper ;
and if we except fome Rebellions, and fome
Perfecutions, both the Doings of hot-headed
Bigots, her People faw nothing during her
whole Reign but Felicity and Sunfhine.

‘This has entailed Bleflings upon her Memo-
ry, and Praife upon that of her Counfellors :
And indeed, the Happinefs er Mifery of a Peo-
ple will always be the certain Meafure of the
Glory or Infamy of their Rulers, whenever fuch
Happinefs or Mifery is evidently deducible
from their Management.

The above Paflage out of Queen Eligabeth’s
Hiftory, I thought not impertinent to our pre«
fent Times: Her People had fuffered fromr
Harpies and Horfe-Leeches. This thews, that
the Corruption had not reached the Court 3
the Hands of Ber Minifters-were clean, elfc her
Speech would have taken another Turn:

HMas England fuffered lefs, in this  our Day,
from Harpies and Horfe-Leeches? Surely no’;
—— All our Lofles, Pillages and Oppreffions;
fince the Congueft, do notballance the pre-
fent great Calamity : From a Profufion of all,

iings, we are reduced to a Want of every

ing : Heaven avert the Peftilence, and the
Famine! =~ I'am. afraid the latter begins to,
be: forely felt By many Thoufands of our Poor;
and even the Rich complain that they can hard-
Ay find Money to. buy Bread: : An;l
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And fhall hot our Harpies be given up ?:
Shall not their Blood and Money make an un-- -
done Nation fome finall-Amends for their hea-
vy Depredations and matchlefs Villainy ? Cer-.
tainly they moft : ‘From a Miniftry.as. able,.
and as innotent," as that of Queen Elizabetb,-

- We may the Behaviour and publick Spi-
rit of Queen Efizabeth’s Miniftry : Having no
Part in the Guilt of Harpies, they cannot’
dread the Vengeance due to Harpies.; they

~ have not raifed out of their Country’s Calami-
tles, Fortunes grear as thofe Calamities; they:”
Irave. no Difcoveries to dread ;- they have no
Guilt to hide; they have not confpired with:
Harpies. ' :

- ’ 1.am, &c.

o . U

-y

- s I &" . . ' o . : 3 |
THE moft fuccefiful Deluders and Op:!
. preffors of Mankind have always alted ™ -
in.Mafquerade ; and when the blackeft Villai-~
nie: are meant, the moft oppalfite Spirit is pre--
tended. Vice alts with Security, and often
with Reputation, under the chi&of Virtue,

‘Hence Atheifts have fet up f8 the greateft
Piety; and, to cover their own real Want of -
it, have cruelly burned thofe who really had -
. 4t.  The moft mercilefs Tyranrts have, in. -
the midft of Oppreflian, et up for the Pa- -
erons of Liberty ; and, while their Hands.
were deep in Blood, impudqndy.adogtgc_lr 53:_ :

, ‘ X e

»
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" Mide of Clemency; and Publick Liberty
. has almoft. alw:;:y been given up by thofe,
who pafi'd “for the. Patrons of Publick Li-

berty. -

%\c chieating religious Orders of the Church
of Rome gain the greateft Wealth, by a Pro-
fefion of the Rriteft Poverty. The Popifh
Inquifitors, while they deliver over to the
. Flames a poor Wretch, already half dead with
~ Fears, Famine and Torture, befeech and ad-

‘Jure the Civil Magiftrate, - who muft fee it
done, by the Love of God, and the Bowels of
Jefus Chrift, nor to hurt his Life or Limb.
And our Tory Inquilitors began their Occafional
~ Bill with a Declaration for Liberty of Confci-
‘ence;- though the Purpofe of them, and their
Bill, was to deftroy all Liberty of Confci-
ence. :

Companics and Joint-Stocks are always es
ftablithed for the Encouragement and Benefit
of Trade; though they always happen to
marr and cramp T'rade: The Peerage Bil was .
. to be granted as a Favour to the Commons of
England, by cutting off the Commons of Exse.
: f,lmul from all Right to Peerage: And fome
. People, to fave Charges. to England, are for .
giving up Gibraltar, which is of fuch Advan-:
tage to England ; being xhc.Securi? of all our
Trade. Sweden was once to be deftroyed, to -
preferve the Ballance of Power in the Nerth;
. and now Sweden auift be defended, for the very
. fame Reafon. I

When certain Chiefs were at mortal Odds,
one Side oppofing (at all Adventures) whate-
wor the other projelted, it was thought conye-

. ) aient

\
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nient to both Sides to come to Terms; for oné-
Party wanted to fll their Coffers, and the o-
ther to fave their Bacon. However, the Good
of the Publick was their fole Aim: They,
Good Men! fought no Perfonal Advantages,
though they have fince got confiderable ones :
Butwe muft believe their Sayings, notwithftand-
ing their Doings. :

Stock-gob ing too muft be declared againft,
whilft the greatefi Stock-jobbing is promo-
ting- Laft Year a Sowth-Sea Proje&t was to.
be eftablifhed to pay off the ‘National Debts;
and now a Project is faid to- be in Embryo,
to remit the greate& Part of the Debe due
to the Nation by the Soush-Sea : And.if. fo, the
whole Natior is to fuffer this general Lofs, out:
of mere Pity to a fmall Part of the Natiom.
T'welve Months ago forty Millions was not
too much to be trufted with one Company,
high in Credit, and its Reputation. hoifted up. -
by,g':blick Authority ; but now, when they
are bankrupt and undone, and when their Di-
reCtors and Undertakers are univerfally hated
and detefbed, it is to be fear'd, it feems, that
they will become too formidable, if the
S}l:ck fubfcribed into them, be continued with
them:

There is, therefore, } am told, a Proje&
on foot, in Exchange-Alley, to deliver up the
Nation to Three Companies ; and to-let them
divide us, their Cully, among them. In.or-
der to prevail upon thefe Three Grear Socie-.
ties to accept us.as a Prefent, to be ufed as.they
think fit, I humbly prefume we muft behave-
owrfelves as follows:; %Vc can do no lc‘f_"s g;iam

. . acrice
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-Gatrifice the poor half-flarv’d Manufa&ures to-
one of them, and oblige ourfelves ro lay no’
Reftraint upon Indis Callicoes, 8c, We muft
ey perpenr, New Traten, smore. Mone.
cie . New mare Mono-
pol?cs, and frefh Privileges, ::1”1111 be given to
another Great and Virntuous Company, which
had made fo good Ufe of the Old: And the
ceerys st e booght i "h':"c'ZIf’rp.m{*-" v
xegrity, mu into ¢ 3
~aen§:l,thithout doubt, fomething more muft .
%i_ven them, perbaps the Increafe of their

erm.

Now, if this mighty Proje&, this noble De:
£ign, can be accomplifh’d ; I fuppole every ome
will fee, or be prevail'd uKou to fee, the abfo-
lute Neceflity why all pafl Errers, and former
Management, fhould be forgor; ufe Pub-
ick Credit, which depends upon Temper and
Moderation, muft not be interrupted by ill
timed Enquiries, nor difturbed by publick Ven-
geance — How finely we are to be difpofed
of ; and how fafe it is to provoke us! -

T he Projeors of fuch a Publick Good muft
deferve well from their Country ; and I will
ive CitaSccurity, that they-fhall be no Lofers
y it. Where is the Wonder, or ill Policy of
- the Plunderers and Difhonourers of the Nation,
if the Betrayers of their Truft thould keep 2
litele ‘ill-{z’tten Wealth, to preferve the publick
Peace ? Without doube, they will give large
Shares of their Prey to thofe who have Poweg
<o let them keep the reft ; and will readily help
sheir ProjeCtors and Coadjutors with their h:a

S \ !
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neft Skill and Endeavours, to fornt new Prot-
-jeQsy to get as much as they have done.
-~ There lives in a certain Kingdom, a certain -
Gentléman, of no mean Importance there at_
prefent, who was Agent to one who had the
,Cuftodium of a forfeited Eftate there, worth
“Twelve Thoufand Pounds a Year; and when
-he gave in his Account to his Succeflors, brought
the Eftate fome Hundreds of Pounds in Debt
:to-himfelf. - The other refented this with fome
~menncingoExgdiom, but could get ho other
- Anfwer from him, but that he would abide by
his Account : However, fays he, if you will be
-difcreet, I will belp you to the Man that belped me
0 this Account, ! T
- But what:now, if, after all, there fhould be
2 litde Flobh.itn Corner ; and if any Gentle-
- thah, of remarkable Merit, thould have Amends
‘made him for his Services, Sufferings, and Lof-
fes of late Years? Why there is notiing un-
<common in it fof, who will ferve the Lord for
"mought ? ‘This certainly can be no Reafon for
rejeéting'a Proje&, which will reftote publick
Credit, fill the Alley .again, raife. South-Sea
Stock to Three or Four Hundred, and help
the prefent Proprietors to new Bubbles; with-
out doing any other Mifchief, than that of ru-
ming a few Thoufand Families more, and of

no_trﬁayinﬁ off the Nation’s Debts.
: efe, I-cynfefs, are potent Reafons ; and
will, without doubt, have .their du¢ Weight
with all Perfons - interefted : But, for myfelf,
awho am fo unfortunate as often to differ from
na?' Betters, I can find nothing in this Propo-
fal, which has any Tendency to help the ?‘re-
ent
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féot Company, or to ralfe Credit,* in 'y Ren
pedt, or to retrieve us from pur Great
- Nattoftal Caldmities.; byt, on the congmary, to
gunge the Publick inévitably into irretrievable
‘Ruin, by making it impoflible, by any Medi-
um in Nature, but that of a Spunﬁc, to dift
<harge our National Ructhens : [t will, befides,
deprive- us of . our'-only! colourable Preten
avhich cauld juftifyior excufe the late drcadm
Schertie ;. 'and - which, I believe, 1 m:g‘fafely
fay, was the only Pretence ever offered to ex-
cufe it. I think it will be Lifting the Three
Great Companics, with all the money’d Intereft
in England, againft England ; and will, at laft,
zeduce, and even force, all Parties not -to op-
pofe what .1 dsead to name, and tzemble to
thinkof = - v oo
The Proje&t abovemention’d is caleulated,
we.ere told, for the Advantage of the Sowrh.
Sea, .and for the Impraovement of their Stock ;
and, in order to this, a great Part of that Stock
is to be given away to the Bank of England, and
_tathe Eaft India Comipany ; without any appa-
rent Confideration ta themf{elves, or any other
-Ufe tothd Publick, than the uniting the Three
-grear Companies in one’ Intereft ; and copfe- -
quently, the forming fuch a potent Confpiracy
-againft the whole Kingdom, as notbmF ut g
total Confufion of all Things can diffolve. O
oCom'lgnnih. Companies ! ye Bane of Honefty,
.and Ruin of Trade ; but the-Market o[ljob-
bers, the Harvelt of Managers, and the Taols
-of Knaves, and of Traytors! . :
. It is propdfed, that the South-Sex is to give
the Bank an Hundred and T'weaty Pounds for
every
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every Mundred Pound of Stock in the Bank 3
~vhich Stock is faid to be but berely worth
‘Nin‘ex Pourids ; even tho’ we (hould fu%pofc
that they had never divided any of their Prin-
cipal : Which, whether they have done i or
" not, no body but themfelves can know : Bue
at this Rate, however, they muft divide, when-
ever they are paid off by the Governmene. . .
- PBur we are told, that they are to be let alfo
_ into the Profits of Baaking ; which Profirs,
tis faid, that they are enabled to divide Three
per Cent. upon the Old Capital, befrdes the Five
per Cent. paid them by the Government: Bit,
cven upon this Foor, the greater their Capital
is, the lef they will be able to divide : And
‘cortifequently when Nine Millions are added to
their Old Capital, they will not be able to di-
vide much above One per Cene, which is not
the Intereft of the Money 'paid in Difference
between Ninety, which is the real Value, and
an Hundred and Twenty, which is the nomi-
miayr%‘e"f,' there is no Probability that th

i ere is no ility that the Bank
. can continue to make, for the future, the fame
Gain of Banking as heretofore. The Traf-
ficking in publick Tallies, from whence that
Gain chiefly arofe, will be at an End, unlefs
theacege new Funds given, and . new Debts con-
tralted. -

The Contra& propofed by thefe People, to
be made with the other Company, is ftill werfe;
for, there they are to give a Hundred and
Twenty Pounds for a Hundred Pound Nomi-
nal Stock, which is fufpected to be worth very
batle ; fome Men being of the Opinion, tbth‘e
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the ’grwe&' Part of the Ten per Cent. divided
for fome Years paft, has been pocketed out.of
other People’s-Money, ‘borfowed by the Com-
pany ‘upon their Bonds: And yet for thix
choice Bargain, they.are-to give Six Hundred
Thoufand Pounds at prefent, and fubj<& Nine.
Hundred Thoufand Pounds more to be difpofed
of according to the Pleafure, Skill, and Ho+
nefty of the prefent Diredtors. A dpretty Sumy
and doubtlefs fet apart toanfwer and accomplifh!
fome lovely Jobb, which will appear in proper
Time, and by which the ProjeQors of the
Scheme 1 dare fay will be no-Lofers ! N
- ”Tis faid too, that: the Trade of this Com<
K may be enlarged ; 1 fuppofe they mean,'
g;n ringing in_ more  India Manufa&ures; o
the Ruin of our own. . »
.- Now all this' we are given to underftand is
for the fole Benefit of the Sourh-Sea ; and if
they have not Senfe to conceive it aright, &
worfe Thing may befall them: We all know,
what Diretors and their old Patrons carry Hal-
ters about their Necks, though they have Mil«
lions in their Pockets; and who would not give
away a little of other People’s-Money, to fave
a great deal of their own, with their Lives in-
to the.Bargain? A fpecial Set-of Traya
. zom, 1o negotiate for the very. Being of a King+
om! .. AR TR :
But I muft tell all thefe Forgers of Schemes,
and Inventers of Grievances, that the Nation,
exhaufted: by paft Projeéts, cannot bear new
ones; nor:furnifh out mare Millions te glut
more ‘Harpies. The Want of Bread, long felt
by:the Poar, begins now to be felt by the kich:
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“T'he Purfes therefore of the New Confpirators
muft be filled out of -the Extortions and De-
predations of the Old, ‘or:rembin empty ; they
way rack their Invention, «(ift every Topick of
Knavery; and tofs and" change sheir Proje&s
as ‘much, and :as long as they pleafs, but we
know that nothing but plain Honefty can ever -
fave us;.and to thofe who would pratife Ho-
nefty, plain Speech is beft. Let us honeftly
hang up.thofe that have deceived and undone
us; and.let:us bewiare 'of new Deceivers and
nelv Deflvoyers = Let.us, with a Severity equal
to our Diftrofs, ewamine what the Diwettors
and their Mafters have embezzled, and loft to
their Country, by their mercilefs Villainy and
confuming Avarice ; and let us have the only
Satisfa&tion they can make.us, their Lives, and
their Eltates : Let, afterwards, a-fair Valuation
Be made of their prefent Capital, and let all
‘the World know it ; that ‘the Purchafer may
buy folid Subftance, and not a fleeting Shadow.
This is the honeft Way to reftore Credit again;
this will prevent the roguith Part of Stock job-
bing ; and this will throw the remaining Mo-
noy anto T'rade once more., . A

-Bur whdt, may .fome" fay, if we fhould :give
away from the Soybh,Sen-Company fome Mils
lions to make new Friends, and to fave our old
Friends, fo lo:fg as we can make that Company
amends out of thePublick, for fuch a Lofs?
A Thing eafily done! ——— It is only giving
them back again the Seven Millions already
-due by them :to the Publick ; or at-leaft the
greateft’ Part of thofe Severi Millions, as the

fame ftand fecured upon Forty Millioas;’ ané
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if we do this, behold the Advantage that will
-accrue from it ' We will then be under noNe-
. ceflity of hanging our-Cotintrymen, or calling
up any to difgorge their honelt Gains : Befides,
it is to be ‘hoped that this Propofil ‘will ‘be
back’d with fich powerful Motives, as to meet
with little Oppsfition.. S
"This.calls to my Mind aComparifon, which
-1 have been for fame Time véry/ape to make
- between -the: Frinch ‘Projeord, and thofe of
.another Country ' which. I know. The firft
lunder for the Publick ; the other plunder the
- Publi¢k : “The one robs Pare of the Peoplé for
the Whole People ; the other robs the Whole
Pef])_ple for a fmall Part of 'the People.
his Comparifon may be the Subje& of ano-
fttgr Letter to you, # you think fit to print
. this. ' - -
A : © I'am, &C.

SIR, - P :
‘N’ HEN we comparetone Ndtion with
. WY . another, and -batlancethe Pewer of
both, we are nbt to confider alone the Number
of People, orthe Wealth diffufed amongft' the
People ; though Number and Wealth are un-
doubtedly the firft Elements - of Power in a
Commonwealth ; no more than wet are to con-
fider the-meer Extent of ‘Territory, or the mebr
Fertility of Soil : But: we: are chiefly to con-
‘fader, how muc¢h of tht Wealth can be brought
: Da together,
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“together, how it'ma ‘z be moft frygally dnanag’d,
-arid -how .moft sk:l lly/apply’d tot pubhck
. Eniolument.and

If in taking Labour and Manufa&ures, we
exceed a certain Propertion, we dicourage In-
.duftry, and deftroy that Labour and thofe Ma-
nufa&ures. The like may be faid. of Trade
siahd: Navigation hcz‘w:ll bear but hmxted
Burthens-:, And E:?ne‘ce.
Awhen highee Duties are ln » the Produét 1s not
FeAcreafed ; but- the Trade is loﬂ:, or the Goods

«drc The '

* Nor can more be’ exmrted from the Gentle2

mtn and Freeholdet, than hecan fpare from the
rt of -lis Fam:ly, in a Way fuitable to
r Condition. -

When Impofivians excesd rhcﬁ; Bounds, the
Hl&ory of all Ages will convince us, that their
Produee is oply Bitternefs, Murmurings, uni-
verfal Difcontents; and their End, generally
_Rebellion, and an Overthraw_of thc then prg-

or of publick Liberty. -

If therefore one State, for Example, poflef:
fed of five times as much true but fcattered
Wealth, as_another State, cannot fot all that,

 Etom-a; Defeld, in- it ConRitution; colleft o
.ch £pm.the Boople ag,the poorer State can 5
- ot,-if when colleGtéd; daes-yet tyuft the
. 0 the Difpofal of Blood-fiickers.and Travrors,
-who intgrcept the National Wealth, and divet

sitito private Purfes ; or if it is appropnatcd,

-defose it i rapied, to the Payment of former

<Debts ; or if itis embezzled in Penﬁons and

_Ballaries vo:mercepary Men for traiterous Endy;

Thea 6: fush B State mlly weaker than the

X other
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ather poorer. State, and:lefs capable of defend- .
ing itfelf againft the other, fo much it’s Infe--
rior in outward Shew. and intrinfick Power.
This was the State of Spain for near Two
Hundred Years; Spain, the Miftrefs of fo many
Nations, and of a new World, richer in Silver
and Gold than the old ; Spain, that from ter-’
rifying all Chriftendom with Chains, and from
threatning all Eurepe. with univerfal Slavery ;.
reduced itfelf, by mortgaging its publick Re-
venues, to fuch a- defpicable Comdition, that
we have feen in our Days, that once formi-:
dable Kingdom conterded for. by two fmall
Armies of Foreigners, ‘within its own Bowels:
In which Conteft, the Natives themfelves were.
little more than SpeQators ; as is very juftly
obferved by the-Author of a Pamphlet printed
laft Year, and written with a Spirit which [
retend not.to imitate. Had tﬁat Pamphlet:
Been generally read, and well weigh'd, it would-
have prevented nioft of the Mifchiefs we now
lamentably labour under. It is intituled, Confi-
derations. upon the State of the Publick.Debts in ge-
neral, and of the Civil, Lift in particular. [ would.
recommend it to the Reading of every one, who
is not athamed of being an honeft Man. 1
- It is oertain, that all the powerful Nations-
of Europe, who were' Parties to the two lafk!
bloady.and expenfive Wars, were reduced by:
mortgaging their publick Revenues, to the famer
tow and abje&t Conditiom ;. and nothing faved
any one of.them.from' all the reft, but thar.all
the. reft. 'were in the.fame. State of Impotence:
and Diflrefs. ' They were all miferably weak.
That People thevefore, who-‘can: fooneft dif-
D3 : charge
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charge their -publick Burthens, will give Lawy
to the reft, andieither reduce thenr to Subjec-
tion and Viafluldge, or to o Neceshey of feizing
their mortgaged Funds. . :

There are i the World but two Ways of -
clearing a Nation of its publick Engagements:’
"The one is by paying them off; and the other
is, not to pay them at all. - When one cannot
be pradifed, a fimall Skill - Politicks will tell
us.sthat the other muft, . .

It'is a Je(t for any Man to flatter himfelf,
that any State will not fave .the whole People,
by the Ruin of a Part of the People ; when
the Ruin of a Part is abfolutely ‘neceffary to
the Prefervarion of the Whole. This Confs.
deration {hould, methinks, be worth the Attens
tion of the Gentlemen Inhabicants of the Alley..
In truth, nothing would exercifetheir Thoughts
more, were it not that every ane hopes to fave
ome, by cheating another into a hard and kna-
vifh Bargain. Will Men never have done
Hoping 2 They forger how they were caughe
lalt Year in the Scweh Sea,- with all their Hopes
and their Wifdons about them. -

« It is doubtlefs the lalt Misfortune taa Na-
tion, to be beholden to a Spunge for the Pay.
ment of its Debts ; fuch a Necetlity muft be a
heavy Neceflity, attended with many forrowful
Circumftances, and much fore Diitrefs, No-
thing but the certain Fear of foreign Force, or
domettick Tyranny, can joftify it. But every
great Calamity is eligible,. in comparifon of a
greater. Every Petfon, therefore, who is a
Creditor to his Country, and has. Demands up-
an the Publick, .is nearly. concern’d to prc}ent

) . uc
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fuch great and perfonal, and indeed general
Mifery ; which cannot be at all prevented,
but by putting .the National Debts into a Me-
thod of being honourably difcharged.. This is
the Concern of every honeft Man-; this ought
to be the Care of every worthy Citizen.; and
thlzis will be the Task of every guiltefs Great
vian. . . . . .

~ All innocent Men thoughout the World,,
find a private Bleffing in the general Felicity o
the Publick ; and none but'mock Patriots, whe
foolithly ot deliberately can lead Kingdoms
into Ruin ; thofe defperate hard-hearted Parri-
cides, who can wantonly fuck out the Vitals
of their Country, whofe Fortunes are often the
Plunder of the Publick, and whofe Creature
are Confpirators, hired againft the Publick ;-
fay, none but Traytors can-find private Joy in
pablick Confufion, or.their own Security in the
Slavery of their Country. Thofe, is true,
who earn Vengeance by committing ‘mighty
Crimes, would. doubtlefs go on to refemble
themfelves, and to avoid it, if they could, by
committing Crimes. {till moremighty. If any
amongft us fhould be capable of pra&ifing fuch
great Wickednefs to get enormous Wealth, fuch
Perfons, if not prewented, mighe ftill pra&ife
greater to keep it. - A Fox putfied 'by the full
Cry of the Hounds, will run -into the Dog.
Kennel for Shelter; as at the Battle of Ls
Hogue, the French Fleet fled thro’ the Race.of
Aldernly, and ventured:Rocks - and -Shelves to
efcape from theconquering Enemy. : .-~

- It is-a Folly, -and indeed an Infatuation, in
any Perfons interefted in.the Publick Funds, 0
‘ D 4 form
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form any Schemes, or "to fall into any Schemes
Sor increaling thofe Funds, or continuing them,
any longer than' is abfolately neceflary to pay
them .their Debts :* When our neighbouring
Natjons have cleared theirs, we too muft clear
purs.or weareundone. *Fisfaid indeed a Revolus
tion in Government would certainly and effeGu.
ally do it, and do it at once ; and this I take to
be.tHe trde Reafon why fo many unthinking
"Men' appedr to wilhi it ; tho’ I hope it is in
wain. God avert fo dreadful a Cataftrophe !
i Spain Bas already difcharged it felf of irs
gubli‘clc Burthens, by a general Sweep : And
ehold the Effeét of this ! It-again fhews its
Head in the World ; and again it carries its

Armies into new Countries. Hofand lies ftill,

free ftom new Broils, and frefh Expence: It
politically pleads Poverty : It takes all Ways in
us Power to recover its Lofles ; and queftionlefs
Jaughs isi its Sleeve to fee another Nation grow
more mad, and more in Debt every Year; to
fec it every Year mortgaging new Revenues,
ard every Year engaging in wild Wags, to
fupport the Interefls of a dtate of no Concerns
mwent to that Natiog. . _ o .

But the moft terrible Inftance of .all, is;that
of Frange : That Government, tho’ to the Ruin
of - great Multitudes of other People, has
almaft, if not quite, got rid of its Incumbrances
and Engagements. - The whole Weslth of that

great Kingdom is flow got jnto the Hands of

the Publick. ‘From which formidable Situation
of theirs, is there not room to fear, that asfoon
#s the prefeat Confufion is a little abated, they
will renew their Defigns for Empire, and throw
RN - - Europe
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Edrofe into Arms again ? This s an-alarming’
RefleCtion! Awd what do the Gentlemen of the
Alléy exped from us, under fuch an ill-boding.
Circumftarce? Trade is already burthened as
fnuch s it can bear, and perhaps more than it
ought ro bear: There is frare a Commodity
that can be taxid, but:is ziready tax’d. We
are mark’d, we arenmortgag’d from Hedd toFoot.
They do not furely expeck rhat: the Paddiament
will giveTen Shitlidgs i the Pound upow Land)
or that it'could.be raifed if they did. - _ ¢
What therefore are we.toxdo in fuch .2 calas
mitaus Cafe ? Are We to. fave ourfelves .at thé
Expence of the Gentlemen of the Alley 2 Of
are . we ‘to perifh. vogethér with.them ?. The
Choice is edfy. Can they bdifo weak as to
form a pretendad Neceflny; - vo. bring their
Country into fuch: unhappy ‘Circumftances §
and yet oot fear that wife and honefterMen
may take Advantage of a real Neceflity, toget
out of fuch unhappy Circumftances? -~ -
. There is but one Thing to be done, tofave
themfelves amd their Country together; amd
that is, (to pur the Debts ‘into a~ Method. of
being certamly and fpeedily paid.-off. The
prefent Eftablithment may be faved, tho’ they
are undone: But if thro’ Folly or Knavery,
<he Eftablithment finks, they muft fink with .
I hope therefare they will not be . decoyed: imo
any.traiterous Defigns of defperate Men; Men,
.whofe Ghara&ers are but famntly exprefled by
that of ‘Parricides; Men, who, had thev
ftudied the Art of making ms ‘miferable, cou'd
wnot. have been more acconiplithed: in- their
_Trade, nor boaft of cam;il)tatex Succef.- Wheége
: 5 is
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is our T'rade, by whick we fo long flourifhed ?
It 1s lofft. Where is our Publick Faith, once
our own Boalt, and the Envy of foreign Nas
tions? Itisfled ; and one Man has no longer
any Faith in another. Where is our Mofiey ¢
Where are our current Millions ? The People
have none, «—The: moft part find it hard to -
buy Bredd, and many find it impaffible. Every
Man you fcét complains that he(is undone.
Il our Coin is’.engrofled, pocketed by vile
obbers, and their Prompters add Confederates 3
the Publick’ Robbers,- who, vo keep what they
have got, and to. cfcape deferved Punitbhment
(if fuch Punifhigent can: pofibly be found]
would deliver up the: Wealth and Power of
England, into the griping and . puliuted Hands
of a new Confpiracy of Stdck-Jobbers, worfe
than the Jaft, by beihg: moré numerous and
ypotent. With thefe they would combine for
rommon Defence;and for publick Deftruétion ;
with thefe, contrivo new Ways to enlarge our
Mifaics, horsen pur Enjoyments fhill more,
‘and grind us @il fmaller; with thefe, they
:would’ form into fuch a Confederacy aga'nit
_their common Country, and zgainft common
Honelty, as would mock even tbe Endeavours
of u Legiflarure to diffolve it. Good “Gog !
what implacable Men ! thus mercilefly bent to
-vuin the very Ruins of their Country.

What Bisron, blefled with any Senfe of
-Virtue, or with common Senfe ; what Englifl-
“wun, animated with a publick Spirit, or with
any. Spieit; but muft burn:with  Rage. and
Shame, ta behold the Nobles arid Gentry of a
-gteat Kingdom ; Men of Magnanimity ; Me%

0
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of Brecding ; Men of Underftariding, and of
Letters ; to fée fuch Men bowing dowt, ljké
Fofeph’s Sheaves, beforé the Face of a dirt
Smc{-?obber, and' receiving Laws from Me
bred behind Counters, and the Decifion of
their Fortynes; from Hands ftill dirty with
fweeping Shops! - S T
Surely we fhall never fuffer this 1o b,?,ou{'
Caft; and therefore fhall- never fee it It is
sidieulous to think that a'Nation,'free a5 we
are, and bold'by being 16, will ever fubmit 1
fuch-Iridignities ;: It s therefare eafy to fotefee,
if once we foolifhly take the firft Step, what
wilt neceflarily be the next  One ' Oppreflion
canhnot: be ‘fupported but By another, and 2 -
greater ;' and’Force ind Violencé alone €an db
what Reaf¥n ' cannot and will not dd: Thef
Hardfhips will: produte.new Whs, armd. ‘hew
Necefities for Monéy ;- which Mchey, if fuch
Men_ can have thelr Will;'will orly be to be
had from thefe Conipanies, and from them only,
upon ‘ha¥d Conditions, dnd in’ éxchinge " fof
new Privilegés) ®ill tending to the Detriment
¢f genieral Ftade, and ending in the total Ruia
of the Nation; © 1w br, 1o - o b
The Natjon will be provoked: in Propdrtioh
as it is diftref9'd ; 'ill Ufage will be returr d{wi?g
Rage: And’then, 1 doubt not, when thef
Projetors have rendred the People diftralted,
théy will rell -us that # will' nor be fife to
venture them’ With another. Ele@tion., They
will do évery Thing in their Power té ‘make
the Kingdom -diaffeCted ; and then urge ‘that
Difaffeétiol as a good Reafon not to- truft

them,
: This
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This Condust mll»progccneceﬂ'anlv moré
Qnd highet vacontems icontents will make
Armies necefary ;- Armies wi cnﬂamc thofe
Difcontents itill more vehemently. I dare think
1o further — But fure there s, "no one who
L ¢s King GEORGE. aad his Governmen

utr g’ll endedvour 'to pievent thtﬁ: dxﬁ'a

chie re it s too.lare.

id: &an {mgélamems the. q}a

to upon his-Country, more

’ho}eg t upon mine: ’ A::! yet aiﬂqfrcel
own, that I think the paying .off the Natjc
Debs, a ndfeﬁormg, by that Means, the g&
ddom to jts Power, 1ts Graadeyr, and jts Secu-
rity agam, way an End worth. ail the, Evils

-Swhich we have yer futfered ; qn, End. which

ﬂou%p, if poffible, tw 'havc bcen purchafed

U

with -gréater, than we have yet fuffered, if it

could not otherwife “have bem pmchasd i

think it ought to have bcen one, tho’ attende

ed ‘with many ill Circumftances; ‘and might

+ Yave been n dane even u thoﬁ: ixar d Terms,

with Juftice to private n, and Honoor to the

Nation. W< aré not 'a Peaple wichoyt i i, npt
§s 3t worth while to di pu about the

Cabbm im-a Bhip that.is fin ,

is Prolpeét gave tie fomc Pleaﬁxre, and

ome Relief to my Thoughs, made anxions

the melanchally an nm rtupate Clamours

¥ Thoufands "and, T Bf'hg f I

difteefled Counnrymen But when Iwas told

. thar.a que& was fotmcd by Men of Figure,

wex Fortune, to give back ali, and thie

only dvantage which we were to reap, ot

cou]d réap from fo many Miferies ; and wh:lclia

co
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could alone palliate br excufe.fich a wild and
defperate Attempt, apd which was ever offered,
or can-yet bé fuggefted by the wifeft Men in
behalk of it ; ] confefs I was feiz’d with Hor.
ror and Confufion from fiich News, and could
fee nbthi'g Before my Eyes but total Defolation
eod finalRuin. ~ =~ - [ o0
.. To tell us that this is to be done out of
Tendérnefs va the Miferable, i :adding Con.
tempt-ta the Injury = It is infulting oor Under-
ftandings, and gl:gmg with the publick Mif-
fortupes; it is to make us Beggars, and
W treat . us like ‘Idiots. With as much

ty dyd -a.grand Monarch, who was
known.to:make eif Sport, for above half
a Ceatuiy, with the Lives of Men, preterd
to ground his Defire of Peace, upon a confcis
entious Inclination he had to .prevent the Effus
fion of Chriftian Blood. :
. Thofe who- have - the leaft . Compaflion;
Virtue and Tendernefs, ‘will fhew it upon the
propereft Objells : they will prefer the Secus
rity and Welfare of many Millions, to the Se-
:i‘)’ﬁt}l’il arﬁ Welfare . of "fme .Thguﬁng;,c ;Ilglo'

ey fhoul grave many Fhoufands ; efpeci

» -the latter prove to have  been tovetdus: ang'
unthinking n, caught themfelves in the
Sndre which they fpread for others : ‘For by
thefe wild Bargams, no Man is yadone, but
he:who intended the Favour,: of being undone,
- ta fomebody elfe. Thefe Geatlemen, pretends
30%:ta i much Tenderndls and Compaffion,
will not at leat facrifice thofe who alway$§
forefaw the Mifchief, and -atways oppofed 'it,
20 the Relief of {uch who contributed to 1{13

) who

-
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who made corrupt ‘Applications for ari eéarly
Admittance- isto the Advaatage "of the Secret’s
who {wallow’d Plumbs in their Imaginations,
and ridiculed as Fools or Beggars all that kept
At ; wife a;dcl;:neﬁ Diﬁance.h o and en
. Pity an 1paffion are charming and en<
aging Sounds, when_ rightly -apﬁied";’ bus
ity and Compaffion do ot confift in protet-
ing Criminals from Juftice, and in fuffering the
Devourers of a Nation to'go off with the
Plunder of a Nation ; nor-in. opprefling the
People over again, to make the Lofer amends :
Neither do they confift in giving away the pub-
lick Treafure of Nations to private Men for no
Reafon, or for very bad Realons;  norin engage
ing 2 Kingdom in wild and romantick Expences;
to ferve wild and romantick Purpofes ; neithet
do they confiftin facrificing the T'rade and Max
nufa&ureofa whole People, and in Confequence
the Bread of a whole People, to the deftru@ive
Interefts of Socicties of Stock-Jobbers, combined
with publick Plunderers for nutual Defence. ~
. Our wife and difinterefted Legi{latuse mean
other Things ; they have told us that they
will not relieve one Part of the diftrefled and
deluded. Bubbles, -to the Detriment of others,
who have as much Pretence to Relief as them.
felves; and itis impoflible to imagine that they
will give up the unoffending and almoft de-
1pairing People (whofe 1nterefts theyare chiofen
to aflert) to repair the. Lofles of unwaty Men;
and to put thirty Millions in the Pockets of

Twenty Stock-Jobbers. - : .
Can it be fuppofed that the Parliament wiil
wefufe to make void hafty and. private Bargains,
. founded
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" founded in Corruption and Fraud, and:nrade
without any one honeft Confideration? And
fhall this Refufal be made for the publick
Good ? And yet (hall that very Parliament be
thought capable of making void a publick
Bargaim, made for the publick Good, with the
ﬁ:;te& Deliberation;, ‘and upon the weightieft

ives in the World ? Which ‘Bargain- was
indeed the ‘chief, if not'the only Cawfe; that
drew upon us,our prefent great Calamities. -
But we are told by the Projectors, that the
Company is not able to pay the Publick the
Sum ftipulated ; and the King moft lofe his
Right, where his Rif,ht isnot to be had. This
1s impudently as well as ftupidly faid ; for the
Security'is already in the Hands:of the Publick:
The. Nation: owes the Company. near Forty
Millions, and nothing is aeceffary but- to ftop
the Payment of Seven. SO
But it is further urged by.the Pn?e&on,'
that the Company will be undone, if fo much
is ftopt from them ;. and I aver;. thatthe Na.
tion is undone; if itisnotrflopt. - . -
- Here a very pleafant Obfervation offers it
felf:” For this very:fame.Prope&, which would
mercifully remit to the South-Sea thé feven
Millions due by them to the Pablick, is in-
tended * to raife a Hundred Pounds Capital
Stock, m the Company, - to three or four Hun-
dred Pounds in Value';.1- will fuppefe only
to three Hundred ; and even then their prefent

Capiral being about twenty (ix' Millions, the
whole will be worth about eighey Millions ; and
furely, if the Publick gives: themt fuch ah ime
menfe Advantage, they may .wel afford to

pay.
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pay the {mall Sum. of feren Millions, due td
the Publick, out of it. Otr.own Laws, and
the Laws ‘of every Country in the’ World;
‘give Precederice to the Prerogative, in the Bu-
gricﬁ of Debter and Creditof ; and always
fecure the Debrs due to the Publick, whatevet
becomes of thofe due to privane Men. -

we fhall nat sejeft the Wifdom of Natiods,
and invert the Makims of Governmient, that
while we confimm the Bargains of particular
Men, we defttoy thofe made for the Benefit of
all the Men in the Kingdom. . :

But there is yet forhething more abifurd idt
this Proje@ : For the Bargain was made with
the Old Company, who were.to" give threé
Millions -ahd z Inlf,: ocrtaing to the Publick’;
amd about three Millions: more, if they: could
purchafe #n the Annwitdnts: Which Sum they
could have afforded to the Publick, if they
coukd bt hdve raifed their. Stack Thirty per
Cent. upon the whole Stock fo united : But we

“have, in. Fa&; een its :imaginary Value en:
creafed, at one Time, niore than two Hundred
Milliohs ; which bas enabled thofe in the Se-
cret, to carry off mwre than twenty; if not
chirty Millions. - P

Valumg the Stock, at Ker:{cnt, at two Hun-
dred, which is lefs than the Stock fells for, the
old Capital alone is advanced near twelve
Millions above itsfirft Value; and confiquent-
iy isable to pay Seven,’ without the Affiftance
of the New Subfcribers :: And, if the ProjeGors
bf the Scheme advance the Stook to thrée or
four Hundred, as they pretend they will ; thea
she firft Contra&tors, and thofe whe ﬁa.m:1 ia
L : their
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their Places, will double or treble their Capiral ;
tho’ they aio;e were to -pay the Publick the
poorConfideration which has enabled them
to do fo. : .
- Hard Fate df poor Emglend, to be ‘thus the
ft regarded, even in Schemes and Deliberati-
ons which purely regard Emgland ¢ Private
Men, wha have been bubbled, are to be pitied ;
but muft Private Men, who have cantribute
to the Publick Ruin and their own, be régarded
preferably to the Publick ; and muft Publick
Compaflion be thewn to Private Dupes, rather
than to the Publick its felf ?
- ‘Poor Englland { What a Name art thou be-
come ! 2 Name of Infatuation. and Mifery !
How art thou fallen! how plundered ! And
.thofe that have dope it, would, to kéep their.
Spoil, agree to aflift others to fqueeze out thy
laft Dregs, .and to fuck out ‘thy remaining
Blood. How paflive do they think thee! How:
tame would they make thee! an eafy Prey for.
Devouters; who, while they hold thee faft, -
and gripe. thee hard withi Iron Claws, aggravate
thy Mifery by macking it, aod infolently 13k
of Compaflion: L i’
... What keener ‘Indignities can they do us, than
thus to jeft with us, while we are gafping,
yhile we are expiring, in the midft of the
Pangs and Convulfions into which they have
waotonly and wickedly thrown us ! .
. Odd is that Gonipaffion which arifes from.
Guilt and Avarice ; and with how much Mo-;
defty would -they Chriften, with the deluding.
Tide. of Pity, that Qondu@, which .woul
prove in effet to be only Impunity to the
~ Murder-



66 CATOsLETTERS.

Murderers of our Profperity, and the Manglers
of their Country! Thus would shey indult our
Underftanding, and deal with us as if we had
none. -

How long fhall we fuffer under this pungent
Ufage, this Eainfu} Difgrace to our Senfe and
our Spirit ? Patience under Indignities; invites
frefh Indignities. -We fe¢ our Parricides-do, as
1t were, - take Pains to' invent new: Miferies for
‘ws—=A hard Task! confidering thofe-they
have already accomplithed. - Nay,: they a&t as
if they defpaird of making us defperate. .

They may be miftaken. And indeed, in the
whole String of their Politicks, I could mever
difcover any one Symptom of their Skill im
Human Nature, except that which they learn’d
from Brokers and Pedlars in Stocks.

¢ In truth, Matrers are come to that pafs, that
an Endeavour to.make them worfe, may pro-
bably make them better; Res nofunt male admi-
wiftrari.” All Men fuffer, all Men are allarmd
Refentment rages high, and gathers thick from
all Quarters ; and tho’ it may feem big with.
fome terrible Event, yet it may be prevented
by Aaticipation, o :

Our Eyes are upon' the Parliament, and fo
are the Eyes of Earope. We have begun to
conceive Hope from the bold and upright
Spirit, which-appears in our Reprefentatives to
right usand to revenge us. They have, indeed,
4 grear_and unprecedented Opportunity given
them of fécuring to themfelves, in the Hearts
of all Englifbmen, a Morument of grateful
Praif: and Publick Spirit, and of petpetua:g;gc
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that Praife in the Memory- of every Brison, till-
‘Time fhall be no more.

I amy &c. -

SAIm Populs Suprema Lex effo ; That the Bevefir
and Safety of she People conftitutes the fupreme.
Law, is a univerfal and everlafting Maxim in
Government : It can never be altered by mu-
nicipal Statutes : No Cuftoms can change, no
poflitive Inflitutions can abrogate, and no Time
can efface this anary Law of Nature and
Nations. The fole End of Mens entring into:
litical Societies, was mutual Prote€ion and’
efence; and whatever Power does not con~
tribute so thofe Purpefes, is not Government,
but Ufirpation,
. Every Man in the State of Nature, had a:
Riglt to repel Injuries, and to revenge them ;
that is, he had aRight to punifh the Authors of
thofe Injuries, and to prevent their being again
committed ; and this he mightdo, without deq °
claring beforchand what Injuries he would
punifh. Secing therefore, that this Right was
inherent in every private Man, it is abfurd to
fuppofe that National Legiflatures, to whom
every Man’s private Power is committed, have
not the fame Right’ and ought not to exercife
it upon proper Occafions. -
: Crimes in% the Objeéts of Laws, there
were Crimes before there weze Laws to pgmfh
. them;

SR, ' JU

e
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them; and yet - from " the Beginning they de:
ferved to be punifhed by the Perfon affeted by
them,  or byzhe Society, and Number of Men -
united with_him for ‘common Security, tho’
without the Sentenc® of a common Judge,.
(called by us the Magiftrate) formally ap-.
pointed to condemn Offenders.

Laws, for the moft part, do not make
Crimes, but fuit and adapt Punifhments to fuch
A&ions as all Mankind knew to be Cfimes be.
fore : And tho’ National Governments fhould
never enalt any pofitive Laws, and never-an-
nex particular Penalties to known Offences ; yer
they would have a Ri%ht, and it would be their
Duty, to punifh thofe ces, according tor
their beft Difcretion; and much more-fo, it the
Crimes committed are {o great, that' no-human
‘Wifdom could forefce that any Man could be
wicked and defperate enough to commit them. .
. Lawyers diftinguifh betwixt Mslum probibi-
¢xm and Malum in fe ; that is, between Crimes
that are f0 in their own Nanire, and Crimes
that owe their Pravity to a Difobedience to po«
fitive Laws. Of the former Sort are all thofe
A&ions, by which one Man hurts another in
his Reputation, his Perfon, or his Fortune ; and
thofe A&ions are {till more heinous, if they
injure, or are intended to injure the whole
Society. ’

The latter Sort confifts of fuch Crimes ag
refult from - what Legiflatures ena& . for the
particular Benefit of private Societies; as Lawa
concerning the Regularity of Trade, the Mans
ner of choofing Magiftrates, Local Orders, and
from fuch poﬁtiv_e Infticutions, as mcciveFtheir
' orce
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_ Force alone from-the Powers that ena& them.
Now . thofe Ctimes. were not o .before they
.were declared {0 ;.and confequently, 'no Man
:{:g before under any Obligation to awoid
heth. s :
. It would be very fevere and unjuft to punith
any Man for an undeﬁ&n’d Tranfgreflion of the
latter Sost ; -that.is, for fuch Actions as he
thought he might sfawfug{ and honeftly do,
_and ‘which te-had névetr Notice given him not
.to dg. But to infer from thence, that a Vil.
“lain may defpife all the. Laws of Gad. and Na-
.ture, ruin: Thoufands. of his Fellow-Subje&s,
-and overturn Nations with Impuniz','b'ecauﬁ:
fuch Villainy was too monftrois for human
:Forefight and Prevention, is fomething {0 ab-
-furd, that I:am atham’d to confute it. 3
" This is hothing lefs than aflerfing, that &
-Nation has not a Power within itfelf to fave
jtfelf: That the Whole eught not to prefarve
.the Whole : That particular Men have the
Liberty to fubvert the Governmeat which pro-
te&s them, and yet continue to be protected
by that. Government which they would deftroy.:
+T'hat they -may. overturn all Law, and yet
efcape by not being within the exprefs Words
sof boy particnlar Law.- = -7~ .. - |
- Fhere are Crintes{o.monflrous and {hocking,
“that wife States would not fuffer them to ftand
-in their Statute-Boaks;. becaufe. they would not
-putsfuch an Indignity upon human. Nature, as
-to. fuppafe it ecapable of. committing them.
-"Fhey swould not. méntion ‘what. they mmagin’d
-wopld never be-practifed: The Old Rimaus,
-therefore, had-ne Law. ggainft” Perricide ;. and
o yet
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Yet ‘there was no want of Punifhment for Peri:

‘cides from the:Want of Law : Thofe black and
-enermous:Criminals werc fewed uplin a Sack,
"and.thrown into the Tyber. - P

In Holland, there was no Law againft Mens
Breaking fraudulently ; and yet the firft Man
.who was known to do fo, was immediaaely
:executed, and his Eftate divided among his
Creditors. ' . A

In England, *tis faid, there wasno Law, till
lately, againft the burning of Ships; and yer
.if any -Man had . burn’d- the Royal, Navy o
Eugland, lying at Anchor, ought not his Crime,
which it feerss was not Felony, to have been
.declared High-Treafon?

Many Nations ‘have had particular Officers
appointed’ on purpofe to punith: uncommon
Crimes, which were.nat withinr the ‘Reach of
‘ordinary Juftice. ‘The Romans.had a Didlator
@ great and extraordinary. Magiftrate, vefted
-with an extraordinary Power, as he-was created
.on extraordinary Exigences ;-and his Commif-
fion was limited only by the Publick Good,
.and confifted in a very Thort Direkion, Negquid
Aetrbmenti Re[publica capiar ; itt Engiiflo, to fave
othe State. - . . v

This powerful Officer ‘was once created on
.purpafe to: put to Death Spurius Matius, for
.giving gratii to the People a ‘large Quantity of
Corn, 1n 2 Time of :Famine.. This Liberality
of his was conftrued by the Senate, an. ambi-
tious Bribe to catch the Hearts of the Multi-
‘tude, .in order to ferze their Liberties w=——
Spurias Mebus. ——— pradives, rem silem peffi-
‘e exemuplo, .pejave. canfilie .cf eggreffus : Sle. unl:
. : ertoo,
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derteok a publick and plaufible Thing, but of
ill Example, and with a worfe Defign. Largi-
tiones frumems facere inflituit. His avow’d Pre-
tence was to relieve the Poor ; Plebemqg; boo
munere delsnitam, quacunq, svcederet comfpellus
slatufq;- fupra mwdim hominis privati, [ecum tra-
bere : He cajol'd the People, intending to en-
{lave them ; and growing too powertul for a
Subjedt;: became ‘terrible to the -common Li-
berty, :hich :is fupported by Equality. Ipfa,
ut off hrewnanas amimus. infatiabilis co qued fortuws
fpendet, ad-albiora’ € non corice(fa remdere: The
Mind .of Mas is reftlefs, and canndeftand fill,
nor fet Bounds to its Purfuits. It is'not to be
expected that one of our Million Men, (and
they fiy we-have feveral) will fit.down and be
content with his.Millions, though he were al-
lowed to keep them, (which:God forbid 1). He
will be making new Pufhes for new Acquifi-
tions; htvingnlgubh ample Means in his Hands.
Spuwrius Malius would at firft.have been content
swith the Confulate, or chief Magiftracy in or-
dinary ; but becaufe he found that even that
could not be . got without Force, he thought
zhe fame. Force would as well catry him up
higher, dnd make him King ew—e— £t guonicm
Lonfidatws: quog; eripiendus invitis pasrshus «ffe

Ae o agitare. :'The Traytor had héen'ﬁi
fered to carty a great Point, *he bad abufed the
Publick, and deteived the People. The Se-
nate, therefore, take him to ‘task, and there
tbeing no Law fubfifting, .by which he could
be.pur t6 Death: Confules légibus confiri&ii,
Bequaguans tantum virium in Magiftraes ad eam
som pro- atrocitate vindicandem quamtsm :animi
. . baberent ;




72 CAT0s LETTERS:

baberent; ‘They therefore create a DiQator, an
Officer with Power, for.a Time, to fufpend
Laws, .and make Laws. The Occafion was
great’ Opus effe nom forti folum wiro, fed
etiam LIBERO, EXSOLUTOQUE LEGUM
¥INCULIS. L. Quincius Cincinnatus was the
Man, a true and brave old Repubiican, who
worthily and boldly did his Work, and by the
’H.anﬁis o% his Mafter pgg tbtelyﬂmfe ' g:w g;:
mighty Traytor, - impudently imi
wﬁli’clc Faith, to which he was deng Ene-
my; and complaining of the Power of Op-
P , When the fhamelefs Villain had: been
only feeking a Power to opprefs.” Fidem plebis
Romane implorare ; & opprimi-fe CONSENSU
PATRUM DICERE. He knew his Vil:
Jainies were out of the Reach of the Law, and
he did not .dream of an extraordinary Method
of punifthing them by .the. Roman Parliament.
But he was deceived : And, ‘the Di&ator tells
the People, ‘that being a fort.of an Outlaw, he
-was not to.be proceeded with as with a Citizen
of Reme:- Nev cum €0 tanquem cum Cive agen-
dum fuiffe. An unufual Death was due to his
gnonftrous Wickednefs : Non g:]nlm id mags's,
wuam pro monftre bsbenldlam. Nor was his:Bloc
.alone, ‘fga the wife Ditator, fufficient to ex-
-piatehisGuilt,unlefs we alfopull dowg hisHoufe,
where fuch crying Crinies were firft conceiv'd ;
and-confifcate to the publick Ufe his-Eftate an
+his T'reafures, the Price'and Means of the.pubs
lick Ruin. —— And his Eftate was accordingly
.given to she Publick —— Nec fatis ¢fJe yanguine
<jus expistam, nifi fela pavicve(q;. inter. qn tan-
sxm-amentie conseprum.effer, diffipurentur 3 fonag;
o contalla

.
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contafla presiis Regui mexcandi publicarentur :.
Fubere stag, Queflores, wendere ca bona & in pub-
icum redigere : “The Treafury had them for the
Ufe of the Publick.

Thus did the Great, the Wife, and the Free
Romans punifh this extraordinar%vKnaVc. by a
Power that was not ordinary. They likewife
exerted it upon other Occafions; nor were they
the only People that did fo. )

The Atbenians, grown jealous by having loft
their Liberties, by the Ufurpation of a private
but too powerful Citizen, durft never truft this
great Power to any fingle Magiftrate, or even
to a Council. They would not however part
with it, but referved it to the whole Body of
the People,, agreeably to the Nature of a po-
pular Government. In this jealous State, it
was a Crime to be popular, much more to af-
fe& Popularity : They would not allow a Man
to bave it in his Power to enflave his Country,
And, indeed, it is Wifdom in a State, and a
Sign that they judge well, to f’ulppofc that all
Men, who can enflave them, will enflave them.
Generofity, Sclf-denial, and grivate and per-
fonal Virtues, are in Politicks but mere Names,
or rather Cant Words, that go for nothing with
wife Men, tho’ they may cheat the Vulgar.
The Athenians knew this; and therefore ap-
pointed a Method of punifhing great Men, tho’
they could prove no other Crime aiainﬂ them
but that of being great Men. This Punifh-
ment was called the Oftracifm, or the Sentence.
of a Majority, in a Ballot by Oyfter-fhells ; by
. which a fufpe&ed Citizen was adjudged to Ba-

nifhment for Ten Years. They would not truft

VOL. L E 10
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to the Virtue and Moderation of any privaté
Subje&, capable by being great, to be mifchie-
vous ; but would rather hurt a private Subjet,
than endanger the publick Libergy. Worthy
Men are thought to have fuffered unjuftly by
this Oftracifm ; and it may be true, for ought
I know ; but fhill it fecured the Publick, and:
long fecured it. Weak and babbling Men, who!
penetrate no_decpet thart Words; miy blame:
this politick Severityin, the Eommonwaalth of
Athéns but it is juft ﬁeﬂ , in thie I was potitick.

‘ In Veniée, 3 -wife; ancient, and honourable
Republick, there is a Council of Ten, which
exercifes this exttaordinary Powet : Every ar-
bitrary Prince in the World exercifes it ; and
every free State in the World has an undoubt-
ed Right to exercife it, tho’ they have never
delegated thielt Power to particular. Magiftrates
to exercife it for them.

In England, indeed, we have not delegated
this Power at all ; becaufe we very well know
who muit have had it, and what Ufe would be
madé of it, The Legiflature, therefore, has
referved this Power to itfelf, and has an un-
doubted Right to exercift it ; and has often
done fo upon extraordinary Oc¢cafions. It ought
indeed to be. exercifed but upon extraordinary
Occafions, Fove’s Thunderbalts were only
launch’d againft fuch as provok'd the Thun-
de;bcf)}lxtsll(: i?we'. , ;

i ally in my next Letter to you, a
thefe general Maxinis of GoVemm)::nt’topgu{'
own particular Conftitution, 'and to the prefént’
%Ca ion, which calls.aloud for Fove’s Help and
un ﬂ'. : .

I am, &c.
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S1R, . ’ S
BREASON, propesly.fo called, in Latin
K. Criren kefee-Mefeftntis, isin-3ll Couptrjes
the fame : [t-is an veyr to fubvest,.qf te
da fomie notable:Mifchief to the Publick ;-of
which every Man is a Pare, and with which
he has-joined himfelf for muwal Defence, un-
der what Form facver the Adminifiration is
exercifed. 1 own, leffer Crimes are fometimes
ralledby the fame Name, aad.fibselied. to the
fame Punithmene, - . oy L
An Artempt to deftroy-the chief Magiftrave of
a Comimonwealth, .or,the Gengral of an Army
in the Ficld, or the Governour-of a Town dus
ring 2 Siege, arecerwainly Trealons every wheres
becaufe in fuch Attempts, when they fucceed,
is often involved the Ruin of States. They alfo
are doubtlefs guilty of High Treafon, who, be-
tng entrufted with the Wealth, * Setyrity, and
Happinefs of Kingdoms, do yet knowingly pers
vert that Truft, to the undoing of- that, People
whom they are obliged by undeferved Rewards,
as well as by all the Ties of Religion, Juftice,
Honour, and Grattude, to defend and proted,
. ’Tis the fame-if. any Number of Men, tho’
in a leffer Truft, or. in no Truft at all;. dmuld
deliberately and knowingly deftroy Thaufhnds
of their - Fellow-Subjedts, and overtuen ‘the
T'rade and - publick Coadit of the Nation, ta
earich themiclves and their A fces. .
. E2 Thefe,
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Thefe, and Crimes. of the like Nature, aré
“Treafons from- the Nature -of Things thema
felves, anrecedent to all Laws that call them
10 ; and will be Treafons, though Laws gain-
ed by Subomation fhould call them otherwife :
And every State has a Right to treat thofe
who commit them, as Traytors-and Parricides.
In truth, there are as magy of thefe Kinds
* of Treafons, asthere are different Methods of .
‘corifpiring againft: Kingdoms ; and the Gri-
minals, though: ever fo Great, deferve.Death
ahd .Confifcation’; that is, they'ought to be
gegro}fed"by the People whom they would

eftroy. - . . i
- Tthie great Principle of. Self- prefervation;
which is the firft and fundamental Law of Na<-
ture, calls for this Proceedure: The Security
of Cemimonwealths depends upon it; the very
Being of Government makes it neceflary ; and
whatever is necefary to the Publick Safety, is

uft.

’ The Fate of Millions, and the Being of
Srites, mutt not {tand and fall by the Diftin.
&ionsof Monks, coined in Colleges, or by the
Chicane of Petty-Foggers; who would bring
every Thing within the narrow Verge of their
own Knowledge, and under their own Jurifc
di&tion and Cognizance; and would determine
all Things by the Rules of inferior. Judica.
tures, the. Gibberifh of .private Pra&ifers, and
the' Sayings of Old Women, or of thofe wha
are like' Old Women ;. whofe Brains -are ad-
dled by being long jumbled, and .always turn.
ed round wichin the fcanty Circle of: private
Courts, no} daring ro venture at a' bold afmd
Y T Tee
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free Thought out of them, however felf evi.
dent ; like fome Carriers Horfes, that are ufed
to a Track, and know not how to travel in an
O}ED Road' oL \ v Yty
. But Queftions of this Kind belong ad alind,
examen, and ought to be brought before an-
higher Tribunal : The Legiflature are the on-
ly proper and fafe Judges; what is done a-
gainft All, thould be {;x‘ ged by All. Nor are
their Refolutions to be confined by any o-
ther- Rule than quid ef utile, quid honeftum,
general Juftice, and the general Good- Reli-.
fion, Vertue, common Serfe, and the Pub-
ick Peace and Felicity, are the only Council
to be admitted either for the Publick or the
Prifoners.

- The Confpirators againft Mankind ought
to know, that no Subterfuges, or Tergiverfa-
tions; no koavifh Subtilties, or pedantick
Quirks of Lawyers ; no Evafions, no Skulkings
behind known Statutes; no Combinations, or
pretended Commiffions, fhall be able to skreen
or protect them. from publick Juftice. They
ought to know, that there is a Power in be-
ing, that can follow them through all their
dark Labyrinths and doubling Meanders’; 3
Power, that can crufh them to Pieces, though-
" they change into all the Shapes of Proteus, ‘to-

avoid the Fury of Hercules ; a Power, conﬁned
by no Limitation, but that of Publick Juftice.
and the Publick Good; a Power, that does:
not follow Precedents, but makes them; a
Power, which has this for its Principle, that,
extraordinary Crimes ought.not to be tried:
by .ordinary Rules, and that unprecedented,

| ‘E3 Villainiés
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Villainies ought to have unprecedented Puniffy-
ments. : : : :
2Bt tho® inl"Governments, this great Pow-
er muft exift fomewhere, yet it ean rarely be

legated “with Prudenee: to "infertor- Magi-
ftrates ; - who, ot of Ambition, Revenge, or
Fa&ion, or for Bribes and Preferments, or out
of Féir 'of Flattery, or' in concert with the.ill
Meafirres and felfilh Intrigues of Sratefmen,
mdy peivért 1b-dangerdus a Truft to the De-
frro&ion of thofewhom it was intended to pre:
ﬁer B D ' N .
~"This particulirly’ has béert the Cafe 6f Engs
lhnd: We  know by what Means ‘Judges were
éfren ‘thade, and from what Conduét they ex-
ected farther Preferment, and from whom they
ooked for' ProteGtion : 'For ‘this Réafon, they
were’and ‘ought to bé ‘confined ih their Jurifs
diction relating to Treafon, and the Manaer of

tying it - -

“Undoubtédly every Intentior manifefted by
A& to deftroy the Conftitution and Govern~
ment, . wag Ireafon by the common Law
of England ———But why do I fay of Eng-
Innd, {ince fr:is and ever was, Treafon-in eves:
ry -Country- throughout the World? This
"T'redfon equally éxtends to thofe, ‘who would-

Bvert either: Houfe of: Patliament, -or the:

ghits 'and Pfivileges of the People, as to thofe:
who atteppted to deftroy the Perfon of the
King, or'to dethrone him. And indeed, whae
cfin, be more abfurd; than to fuppofe it tobe
&t higheft Crime to attempt to deftroy “one

an, Br o othér Reafon but that He-is King;:
, ;,i’;yg.e,- tlmbco fuppole it the higheft Crime.
LTSSy PN ‘ ’ to
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to deftroy that People, for whefe Benefit a-
lone he was made King, and. for whofe Sake
indeed there ever was fuch a thing as a King in
the World. . . e

. But tho’ this Propofition was felf evident,
and muft ever be aflented to as foon as menti-
oned, yet by the Flattery of Priefts and fervile
Lawyers, the Salus Populi, or Security of the
State, foon came to fignify only the unbound-
ed Power and Sovereignty of the Prince ; and it
became Treafon to hinder One, conftituted,
and grandly maintained out of the People's La-
bour and Wealth, for the Publick Safety, from
deftroying the Publick Safety. ‘Our Anceftors
found, by lamentable Experience, that unwor-
thy Men, preferred by corrupt Minifters for
unworthy Ends, made Treafons free only of
the Court; that the legft’ Attempt to oppofe
unlimited and unlawful Authoriry, was often
called Treafan ; and that the higheft Treafons
of all, which were thofe againft the Common-
wealth, mighr bz committed with Impunity,
Applaufe and Rewards. :

It was therefore high time to apply an ade-
guate Remedy ta an enormous Mifchief, which
aruck at the whole State, and at - the Fortunes
and Lives of every Subje&t in England. ' The
Statute therefore ‘of ‘the 24th "of Edward 1L
was enaCed, which enumerates the feveral Spe-
cies or Kinds of . Treafons, which fhall conti-
nue to. be efteemed Treafons, and be adjudged
fo by the King's Juftices; . and are chiefly
shofe which refate to the King’s Perfon, his
Family, and Dignity: Thefe. the Parliament.
thought they: might. %fgly" tult to the Ex-
TN 4

amipation
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‘amination of the King’s Judges, under fuch
Limitations and Regulations as the A& pre-
fents. : .
But it is plain~ from the fame A&, that
they did not intend to confine all Treafons to

thofe_recited there, becaufe it is declared in
the following Words, viz. If any other Cafe,
Juppofed Treafon, mot before fpecified, fhall bap-
pen before any Fuftices, they fhall flay Fudg-
ment, till the Caufe be fhewed before the Parlia-
ment, whetber it ought to be judged Treafon or
not.

So that here is a plain Declaration of the
Legiflature (if any Man can potlibly think fuch
a Declaration wanting) that other Crimes were
Treafon, and ought to be putiifhed as Trea-
fon, (though not by the King’s Judges) befides
thofe recited in the A&; which were, as has
been faid, defigned only to extefid to Treafons
which were committed againft our Lord the
King, and his Royal Majefty, ‘as the A& ex-
geﬂy fays. And ’tis evident from the whole

enor of it, that it was intended purely to
reftrain the unlimited and exorbitant Jurif-
di&tion, affumed by the King’s Courts, in
declaring Treafons, and facrificing by that
Means whom' they pleafed to unlawful
Power. '

But as to the higheft and moft heinous
‘Treafons of all; fuch as were Treafons a.
gainft the Legiflature, and againft the whote
Body of the People, for whofe Safety alone
therc were any Treafons againft the King at
all, feeing that their Safety was, in a great
Meafure, included in his; the Parl'iame?t r&.

erv
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ferved the Judgment of every. fuch Treafon to
themfelvés: They did net alter -what was
‘Treafon, but the Judges of ir. They knew
that Treafons againft the Conftitution could
{eldom be-committed, bur by Minifters and
Favourites of Princes, proteéted by Power,
and fheltered by Authority; and that there-
fore it would be abfurd to truft the Punifh-
ment of fuch ‘fotcnt Knaves, and criminal Fa-
vourites, to Judges made by themfelves; Judges,
who would neither have Inclination, Figure,
or Charaller, to reach Crimes countenance
and perhaps authorized by a Richard 11. 'or ao
Edward 1. .
Such Crimes, therefore, were the proper.
Objects of the awful Power of a Legiflatwe s
who will always be fupported by the People
whom they reprefent, when they éxert them-
felves for the Intereft of that People, A
-Power, fo fupported, can make the loftieft
Trraytor quake. I can fetch corrupt Minilters
out of their dark Recefles, and make their
Heads a Vi&tim to publick Vengeance. Eve-
ry wife and good King will lend a willing Ear
to their dutiful Remonftrances; he will hear-
ken to the importunate Cries of his People,
and readily deliver up the Authors of their
Mifery. . ’
One great Part of their Care, therefore,
has ever been to call thofe to Account, who
have abufed the Favour of their Royal Mafter,
~and endeavoured to make him little. and con-
temptible to his People; weakening by fuch
Means his Authority, and hazarding his
Perfon.  This, the People, whom they se-
) ~ Es pre-
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prefetited; thought they had a Right to ext
elt and defhand from them ; and this Juftice
ﬁ;,ey.have often done to théir King and Coun-
tr N N .-' » .
B }:\n _excellent Difcourfe concerming  Treafons
wind . Bills -of Attainder, was publithed foom-
after his Majefty’s Acceflion to the Crown
dnd. (hetwed umanfwerably, that our Parlia-
Thents, in almoft-every Reign fince the Con-
queft, claimed and exercifed this Right, upon
xtraordinary Occafions; and none ever, tll
iately, oppofed it, bur the ‘Criminals whe
were to fuffer by it, and theit Party - Some:
Gentlemen now living can give the beft Ac-
“count why that Book, and the Cries of every
honeft Man, had not their ‘defired Effect. 1
hope no’ Man will be - deluded again by any
‘pradtifing ‘thé  fame ‘Arts, and for the fame
Reafons too. T T
The Length of this Letter will not allow
me to draw from all thefe Reafoninigs upon
Treafon, fuch Applications as 1 promifed it
'my laft, “and intended in this. 1 fhall there-
fore defer rthefe -Applications to anether, and
‘perhaps ‘more proper Occafton. In the mean
‘while, I obferve with Pleafure the hoble Spirie
fhewn by our Legiflature,“to punith, with an
exemplary Severity, thc Murtherers of our
Gredit, and the publick Enemies of ‘Gur'Liber-
ty and Profperity. This revives every droop-
“ng Heart, and kindles Joy in-every Face, in
“fpight of all our Miferies.  And this brings
“Terror, Trembiing and Palenefs upon the:
“Guilty, to fee Death and Deftrution purfuing
“them clofe, and befetting th:m hard on ev%ry
- . L1ae.
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Side. They are in the Cireumftances and the
Agonies of the guilty Cain, who juftly feared:
-that every Man he mér would kill him, tho’
;&l?cre was no Law then in beisg againft Mur:
‘ther. - :

I am, &¢.

&
S I'R, - S
IN furveying the Stare of the World, one is:
A often at a great lofs, whether to afcribe’
the political Mifery of Mankind to their ownr
Folly and Credulity, or to the Knavery and:
Impudence of their pretended Managers..
Both thefe Caufes . doy in all Afpearance,.
concur. to praduce the fame Evil; and if
there were no Bubbles, thére would be no-
Sharpers. : o
There muft certainly be a vaft Fund of Stu--
pidity i Humane Nature, elfe Men would
not be caught as they are, 2 Thoufand Times-
over, by the fame Snare; and while they yer
remember their paft’ Misfortunes, go on tor
. eourt and encourage the Caufes to which they
were owing, and which will again produce’
them:. N
. I will own; however, that Gavernmenr
makes more Fools, and more wife Men, than
Mature makes;  and the Difference between
Nution and Nation, in-Point of Virtue, Sagas
city aid Arms, arifes not from the different
Genius of the People; which, making fver{'l
- ma
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finall Allowarices for the Difference of Climate;
would be the fame under the fame Regulati-
ons; but from the different Genius of their
Political Conftitutions:: The one perhaps ma-
king common Senfe dangerous, and Enquiries
. criminal, cowing the Spirits of Men, and
rebuking the Sallies of Virtue; while the
other, at the fame time, encourages the Im-
provement of the Under{tanding, and rewards
the Difcovery of Truth, and cultipates, as
a Vertue, the Love of Liberty and-of one’s
Country. , )
__And yet even in Countries where the highi-
eft Liberty is allowed, and the greateft -Light
fhines, ?ou generally find certain Men and
Bodies of Men fet apart to miflead the Multi-
tude ; who are ever abus’d with Words, and
ever fond of the worft of Things recommended
by good Names; and who ever abhor the beft
Thmgs, and the moft virtuous Altions, dish-
gured by ill Names. One of the great Arts,
therefore, of cheating-Men, is to ftudy the Ap-
lication and Mi{zrplication of Sounds.— A
ew loud Wordsirule the Majority, I had almoft
faid, the World. '
Thus we have heard from our Fathers, and
feen in our own Days, that contemptible In- .
feéls, born in Poverty, and educated by Chari-
ty, being often, from cleaning their Mafter’s
Shoes, preferred unexpeétedly and undeferved-
Iy to Offices and Preferments in the Church,
have had the Front to call themfelves the Church
it felf, and every one its Enemy, who depifed
their Mecannefs, expofed their reverend Knave-
ry, and laughed at their Grimace, And
n
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‘And thus we have been told of the Times,

and fome Men now living do remember to
have feerr them, when unworthy Men, who by
Faé&tion and Treachery, by mean Compliances
with Power, or by inﬁ)lentl{)gaﬁng of Authority,
having raifed themfelves toWealth and Honours,
and to the Power of betraying fome confidera-
ble Truft, have had the provoking Saweinefs
to call themfelves the Government, and their
own Rogueries his then Majefty’s Meafures ;
and the next ‘Thing was to pronounce all thofe
Enemies to his then Majefty, who would en-
deavour to refcue their abufed King and fink-
ing Country, out of their-devouring and polhs-
ted Claws.

In King Charles ¥'s Time, the great Earl of
Serafford, and little Archbifhop Laad, told the
Nation, that his Majefly’s Meafures were
the governing without Parlaments, a Power
without Referve in the State, ‘a flaming Po-
pith Hierarchy in the Church, abfolute and
abje& Submiflion i the People, and a Barba-
rian Army ot Irifb Papifts tq fupport and infure
all thefe worthy Meafures. But the untimely
Deamh of one of thefe Offenders, and the
Imprifonnient of the othes, broke all thofe fine
Meafures. o .

In the Reign of Charles It. Penfionary Par-
hiaments, a general Depravation of Manners,
Guards increafed into Armies, and Pepifh Re-
ligion and a Popifh Suceeffor, Popith Leagues,
and Proteftant Wars, were called by wicked
Men his Majefty’s Meafures ; and- att honeft
Men and good Subjeéts were called his Ma-
jefty’s Enemies : And, when that Prince fl::w

< that
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that thefg Meafures-of his Mihiltry ereated end-
Jef Jealoufies. to_his People, -and endlefs Un-
ealinefs to himfelf, and he refolved to take other
Meafures of his own, it is thotightthey put a:
fhort End to all his Meafures. =~ - -
fetog Bigous ypat, be Badsmany Reyal Ve
ting Bigotry apart, sany Royal Vir-
;ues?%xi'ng a Prince of In and good Occo-
.nomy; yet he fuffer'd - himfelf” to be governed
by a Sett of Sycophants, many of them as-
~ foolifh as they were mifchievous:. The Efta-
_blifbment of baresfaced Rom:/b Papery in the-
Church, and 4 lawlefs Tyranny in the Prince,
became then his Majelty’s Meafures ; and the
Minifters, who advifed and promoted them,
call’d ¢ lves-the Government ; and whoever.
oppofed his Reafon, his Honefty, and his pub-
Yick Spirir, againft thofe Traytors to the Fub-
h;fk’(- was charged n\:lith ggng i?)\;theMF%:{ef of
the Government, and oppoling his Mayfty’s:
Meafures. In what the% Meafures ended, is-
well known. They coft his Majefty his King-
doms, and made him an honourable Beggar in:
France all his Life, for his daily Bread.
. King Wiliiam, when he. came to the Crown,
brought with bim the Hearts, and Hands, and
the good Wifhes of every honeft Maa in Eng-
band . and was fupported by thefe Men throug
a tedious and expenfive War, unknown to our-
Arceftors ; which, when he had finifhed, and
the exhaufted People expeéted fome Relaxations
from theirSufferings, they were given to know-
by fome Court Parafites, that his Majefty’s
Meafures was a Standing Army ‘m Time of
Peace, under the Infpection of Parliamr;ri:ga
. : is
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"T'his unexpeed Spirit in the Court, gave fuch:
Jealoufy to thofe w’i?o were beft affefted to his-
Majefty’s Perfon and Government, that with:
Grief I call to Mind the Difficulties and Anxie-
ties which that great Prince felt ever afterwards:
to the End' of his Reign,

As to Queen Anne, 1 fhall fay no more, thaa °
that it is fhrewdly fufpeGted, thac what her
Majefty’s Miniftry had the Infolence to call
Her Majefty’s Meafures, broke her Majefty’s.

eart, T A

Let Mankind therefore learn Experience from-
fo many Misfortunes, and bear no longer to hear
the worft Things called by the beft Names ;
nor fuffer hereafter the brighteft and moft con-
fpicuous Virtues of the wifeft and moft benefi-
eent Princes, to be fullied by Alions which.
they do fiot countenance, nor even know of.
Eet them not permit the Vices of the worfk of
Servants, to be laid at the Door of ‘the beft of
Makers. : ’

We, in this Land, are very fure that we are
‘blefled with the beft King in.the World, who
defires of his People nothing but their awn
“Greatriefs and Pelicity :. A Prinee, ready w.
-prevent xheir Wilhes, ‘and ro give them mode
-than their Duty ought to fufter ‘them to ask.
. Let us fhew our Duty to this our great and be-
nevolent Sovereign ; et us.endeavour to alle-
viate his Cares, and eafe him of all ungrateful
Burthens ; let us take upor ourfelves the heavy
Labour of ‘cleanfing the Angean Stables, and of
cutting off all the Hydra’s Heads at omce.

The Law tells us, that the King can do no
wrong : And ! thank God, we have a Kgxg

that
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that would not, if he could. Bat the greateft
Servants to Princes may do wrong, and ofien
have dome it ; and the Reprefentatives of the
People have an undoubted Right to call them to
an Account for it. . '

In T'ruth, every private Subject has a Righs
to watch the Steps of thofe who would betray
their Country ; nor is he to take their Word
about the Motives of their Defigns, but to
judge of their Defigns by the Event.

This is the Principle of a Whig, this the
Do&rine of Liberty ; and ’tis as much Knavery
to deny this Do&rine, as it is Folly to ridicule
it. Some will tell us, that this is fetting up the
Mob for Statefmen, and for the Cenfurers of
States. The Word Mob does not at all move
me, on this Occafion, nor wealsep the Grounds
I goupon. It is certain, that the whole Peo-
ple, who are the Publi¢k, are the beft Judges
whether Things go ill or well with the Publick. -
1t is true, they cannot all of them fee diftant
Dangers, nor watch the Motions, and guefs the
Deﬁfns of neighbouring States: But every
Cobler can judge as well as a Statefman, whe-
ther he can fit peaceably in his Stall ; whether
he 1s paid for his Work ; whether the Market,
where he buys his Vi€tuals, is well provided ;
and whether a Dragoon, or a Parifh-Officer,
comes to him for his Taxes; if he pays any.

Every Man too, even the meaneft, ¢an fee,

_in a publick and fudden Tranfition from Plenty
to. Paverty, and from Happinefs te Diftrefs,
whether the Calamity comes from War-and
Famine, and the Hand of God ; er from Op-
preflion, and Mifmanagements, and the Villai-

. ni.s
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nigs of Men. In fhort, the People often judge
better than their Superiors, amd have not o
many Biafles to judge wrong ; and Politicians
often rail at the People, chiefly becaufe the
have given the People occafion to rail : Thofe
Minifters who cannot make the People their
Friends, it is to be fhrewdly fufpe&ed, do not
deferve their Friendfhip; it is certain, that
much Honefty, and fmall Management, rarely
mifs to gain it. As temporal Felicity is the
whole End of Government ; fo People wilt al-
ways be pleafed or provoked as that increafes
or abates. This Rule will always hold. You
may judge of their Affetion, or Difaffe@ion,
by the Burthens they bear, and the Advantages
they enjoy. Here then is a fure Standard for
the Government to judge of the People, and
for the People to judge of the Government.

" Blefled be God, and Thanks to our Sove-
reign, who has given us a Miniftry that makes
all thefe Cautions unneceffary ; who will baffle
allCalumny, and remove all Sufpicion of Guilt
from themfelves, !(tif any fuch Sufpicion can be
by being Foremoft to purfue the Guilty ; and -
will doubtlefs take double Vengeance upon an

in Publick Authority (if any fuch can be Foundg
who fhall appear 'to have contributed to our,
publick Misfortunes ; and in fine, will promote
and encourage a rigorous and {tri&t Enquiry,
wherever any Sufpicion is given that Enquiry
ought to be made. _

Such Condu& will dig)erfé our Fears, reftore
our Credit, give Bread to .our Poor, make
Trade and Manufaure flourifh -again; and,
in fome Meafure, compenfate for all ourE p:al;’t

. viis,
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Evils, by giving us a-lafting Profpe& of future

Plcnt,y, }I"Eace, and Felicity.
' T Lam, &e. .

v,

- SIR, e :
V HE beft, the wifeft, and the moft cous
. rageous: of. defpotick Princes, have fre-
quently lamented the ushappy Condition into
. which their Greatnefs. betrayed them. Being
_ often born' in “Purple, and ‘educated in Pride
and Luxury, they feldom can have any Feelin
of the Calamities which the reft of the Worl
fuffer.. They are, belides, furrounded, for the
moft Part, by the falfeft, the moft ambitivus,
and the bafelt. of alt Men ; with fuch Mens

yes they. muyft- therefore fee, and with. fuch

ens Ears they muft [kewife hear. -
. I cannot, in truth, fee how, in the Nature
of Things, it can be otherwife : For the mean
Fawnings, the fervile Flatteries,’ the deceitful
Correfpondences,. the bafe Ingratitude to old
Benefactors, and the flavifh Compliances with,
new Friends, and all:the other Arts and
Treacheries, which are neceflary o be put in
Praclice, in order to rife in fuch Courts, or
indeed to become Heads of Parties even in
free Governments, make it almolt impoffible
for a truly great or virtuous Man to atrain to
thofe Stations, ;

A good Man will chufe to live inan innocent
Qbfcurity, and enjoy the internal Satisfation,
o : refulting
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refulting from a juit Senfe -of his own: Merit
and Virtue, rather than aim at Greatnefs by a
long Series of unworthy Arrs. and ignoble
Aftions ; whilft the ambitious, the cruel, the
rapacious, the falfe, the proud, the treacherous
Part of Mankind, wilt be éver thrufting them-
felves forward, and endeavouring to fparkle in
Courts, as well as in the Eyes of the unthinkin
Crowd ; and to make themfelves neceflary, wiﬂ
be continually either flattering or diftrefling
Princes. S CoL
- Nor can it be-expeCted that-Men, who have
been raifed to Power by fuch execrable Meaas;
fhould ever ufe it to the Benefit of ‘Maskind,
or to any good End. They will always proceed
m the fame Steps where they began ; and ufe,
for the Support of their Greatnefs, the fame
vile: Meafures by which they ‘acquir’'d theit
Greatnefs; till ‘they have -at length . facrific’d
all' Things in. Heaven and Earth .ta- thek
Ambition. - e T o
. - Theze is a fine Paffage, 1o this Purpofe, in
the fhost Hiftory of the Emperor Aurelian by
Vopifcus :  Et quaevitur quidem que res malos
Principes fuciat : Fam primum, Licentia, desnde
Rerum Copsu, Amsci imnprobi, fatéllites doteftands,
Eunuchi avariffimi, anlisi velStusi vel deséftabiles,
& (quod negari non poteft) reruva publicarsm Jgwoy
#antis. Sed ego’ a Patre meo audivi, Dioclefianum
Principem, jam privatam, dixiffe, nibil ¢ffe diffi-
€ilius quam bene imperare. Collegunt fe quatsor vel
quingue, arque unum Confilium ad decipiendum
primtipem capiang : Dicunt gqued probandam fit.
Dnperntor, qui  domi clanfus eft, vera man novit,
€ogitur boc santum feite ga0d :'ﬂi.loqamur; !;qait
: udices
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Fudices quos fieri non oportet ; amovet & Republica
quos debebat obtinere. Quid multa > Ut Diocle-
Jianus ipfe dicebat, Bonus Cantus, optimus vendstur
Imperator. Hiftor, Augaft. Scriptor, Tom. 2.
P- 531, §32. .
- My Friends, faysthe great Emperor Dioclefian,
to thefe who advifed him to refume the Empire,
you litsle know bow difficult an Undertaking it is to
perform the Duty of a Roman Emperor, and to
Reign well.  The few wha have Accefs to bim, will
cabal_and confpire togetber, and unite in their.
Counfels to decesve and betray bim. They will fludy
bow o flatter bim, and never tell bim what it is
their Duty to tell him, and what is bis Intereft to
know ; bat only what they think will beft pleafe bim.
They will fout bim up, and as it were, imprifon
bim in bis Palace; and no one fhall be admitted to
bis Ear, but by their Leave, and in their Prefence;
fo that be fball never know the Condition of bis
Affairs, or be informed of the Cries of bis People,
or indeed of any thing but what they think fit to
tell bim. By their Means he [ball prefer undefer-
wing Men to the beft Pofts of the Empire, and dif-
grace the moft worthy of bis Subjells, and the moft:
devoted to bis Intereft, But why, Gentlemen, fbould
I ‘labour this Posnt any mere, when even the goed,
the moft difcerning, and the beft and ablefp Em-
perors are bought and fold ?

But Dioclefian was an arbitrary Prince, whofe
Will was a Law to his Subjects, But it is far
otherwife in limited l\/ionm'chic:::g where the
Prince governs his People by fix’'d Rules and
known Statutes ; and where his faithful States
have a Right to reprefent freely, tho’ humbly,
to him their Grievances, and by his Autboritg

to
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€0 call to. Account, and pusith, fuch Betrdyers
as #ré before defcribed. ]
- Happy. therefore is that Prince, happy in the
Loveof his SubjeQs, happy in the jult Applaufe
and dutiful Acknowledgment of Millions of his
Fellow -Creatures, who derive their Felicity
from him ! Thrice happy is that People, where
the Conftitution is {o poed -and tempered, and
the Adminiftration fo difpefed and divided into
proper Chanaels, that the Paflions and Infirmi-
ties of the Prince, cannot enter into the Meafures
of his Goverameént ; where he has in his Power
all the Means of doin%good, and none of do-
ing ill; where all benehicent and gracious A&i-
ons are owned to flow from his Clemency and
oodnefs, and where inferiour Machines are
~9nfwetabl’e for all fuch Condu& as may pre-
judice the Publick. - _ o
Such a Government does, in fome Senfe, re<
femble that of Heaven it felf, where the Soves
reign Difpofer of all Things can neither-will,
nor do any Thing but what is jult and good ;
he is reftrained, by the Excellency of his own
Nature, from being the Author of Evil ; and
will call to a fevere Account, all thofe who
weuld impute their own Unrighteoufnefs to his
Orders or Influence.

. Such is the Monarchy of Exgland, where the
Sovereign performs every A& of his Regal Of-
face by his Authority, without the Fatigue and
Anxiety of executing the troublefome Parts of
i, in his Perfon. The Laws are chofen and
secommended to him by his Parliament, and
afterwards executed H his Judges, and other
Minifters of Juftice : His Great Seal is kept ll;s;
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tils Chaticélier » Mis Wivs! Power is under thé
Dire@ion of his High Admiral: And all A&s
of 'Staréind Difcretion are prefumed to be done
By ¥Ke Advice of his Council. All which Offi- -
cers are anfwerable for their Misbehaviour,
und for all A@&ions done within their ('everai
“!:rovinecs, wt:;r_ct‘;;héy. haygc_adv‘;n(sdf mg‘rw::
ave prevefited by giving theit Advice,
making ‘timely and * humvble ‘Rethonftrances §
X}hich'théy “are- obliged: td fhew they have
< ne. . Cop a7 by e T
* His Leagues; his Commands, and even his
guthentick Speeches, are Records. His High
Officé confifts in approving Laws, chofen by
common Conffent’; &n executing - thofe -Laws,
and 'ih being the publick Guardmn of the pub-.
fick Stfety : - And all private Orders, which are
inconfiftent with thefe great Puties, are net
e Orders of ‘thie Crown ; nor' dre the Aions
done in purfuance of them, the A&tions of the
King, but-the A&ions of thofe that-do them.
He can do no Wrong himfelf, nor give Autho-
fity to #ny ‘one elfe to do Wro?.‘ Every A&
of his muft be lawful, becaufé :all- unfawful
A& are not his. He can give no Commands,
as 2 Man, which fhall interfere With thofe he
gives as a King. His private Will cannot con-
troul his publick Will." He commands, as a
King, his Chancellor, and Judges, to a& ac-
cording to his known Laws ; and -no- private
Order to do otherwife, can be wdid. - = .
. The Nation has ever a&ed upon thefe Max-
ims, and preferved fuch a dutiful Reéfpek to
the Royal Majefty, as never to fuffer any Guile
to be laid to him; but has always l;e&p;ld
[ ou e
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doublé” Vengeasiee' ipon_fiich Mifereatts, gs
wotuld infinuate'that their Criiifes were approved
or counrenanced by their Roydl Mafter. g
Here idall the Précaution which can be raken
by humane Wifdom, to make a happy Prince
and a happy People. The Prince i reftrained
#n nothing, but from deing Mifchief to his
Subjedts, and confequently to *himfelf’, - their
true Interefti being ever the fime: And 1he
People can never have any Motive to tefufe,
juft Allegiance to their Prince; ‘whillt'the Li-
aments of the Conftitution are preférved’ ens
tire ; that is, whil@t Parljaments are. fuffered to,
meet, and the Courts of Juftice remain open,,
and fuch. Force is not ufed gaipﬁ them ‘ag
diffolves all Relation.  All the Subje&s of fiich,
a ‘Prisice highly honour, and almoft worfhip,
him. He has a vaft Revenue to fuppoit the,
Splendor and Magnificence of his Court ‘at
Home, and his Royal Digni*t] Abroad; 'He
has the Power of dxfpoﬁn%_]o “all Offices : All
Honours flow from him : His Perfon is facred,
and not anfwerable for any Events: e cannot
be accountable for any Wrong, which he i§
ipcapable of doing; and thofe who ‘do ‘i,
fhall be punifthed by his Authority, evér thowgh
it be fixp;,:pfed poflible that they ¢ould; by falfe
Mifteprefentations, deceive him far enbugh to
apg{::ove it, -
he Examples of 'Richard the Second, who,
as our Hiftories tell us, way dg'rit;fed by the:
States of his'Kingdom, and -of the late” iﬁg
Fames, are no Inftances to difapprove the Truth’
of this Affertion: For, neither of them was
depofed by his People before he firft ggp%fig
imfe
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%mfelf ~No_-Champions. for Tyramny, of .

“Dogmatizers for unlimited Dominion, have yet’

: ﬂﬁ:zl'ied; that a Prince may not refign his Crown
by the Confent of his People, when he declines

to hold it any longer upon the Conditions he

{t accepted it. -

Suppof¢ a Prince, in any limited Monarchy,
fhould make 2 publick Declaration to the States_
of his Kingdom, that * Whereas the Crown.
“ defcended to him by the Laws of that Coun-
% try, and that all the Power he was poffeffed

. % of was conferred upon him by thofe Laws ;

% That he well knew that the Prefervation of
¢ thofe Laws, which he had fworn to obferve,
¢ and the general Good of his People, were
¢ the fole Confiderations of his enjoying that
2: high Dignity ; and yet, notwith{tanding, he
oy i'calfédtqho dit any longer, upon the Terms
¢ he had at firft accepted it, and {worn to ob-
ferve ; but that he now renounced that Title,
¢ and would govern them hereafter by his fole
* Will and Pleafure:” I fay, if any fhould
do this, the Advocates for lawlefs Power would
do well to tell us, whether fuch a Prince did
not make as effeGtual a Renunciatign” and Re-
fignation of his Government, as if he difabled
himfelf, and refignd it for. his Eafe, or from
Satiety of Power. And if they allow that he
may do all this by Words fpoken to exprefs his
Intentions ; I fhould be glad to know, from
thele Men of Diftinctions, why he may not do
if. by a Series of Altigns, which will more efs
feQtually difcover and declare his inward In.
téntions, and may therefore be more depended
on than any Words can poffibly be ? Leadl
' ca
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1 call upon the T'wo, famous Univerfities of
this Land for an Anfwer ; And, till T have a ;
full one, fhall continué to ‘believe, that what’
was done, in regard to'the Abdication of the
late' King Fames, was juft and neceflary-to be
done upon the fundamental Principles of Go-
vernment ; and, that-all his Succeffors fince’
have been rightful'and lawfu] King¢and Queens;
of ‘this-‘Realm ; and I parti¢ularly glory to fav,
that .no Pririce bhas ever better deferved that
kifgh Tide,: than our prefent great and glorious
Sovereign, King Gedrge. -~ - o - 1
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YX7 ITHOUT Freedom -of ‘Thoughty:
there can be no fuch Thing as Wife
dom ; and no fiich Thing as publick Liberty,
without Freedom of Speech.; which: is the
Righit of-every Man, as far as by it he does
sov hureor controul the Right of another':.
And thisis.the ohly Check it oughtto fuffery
d0d tht only Bounds it .ought to know. . -
This facred Privilege.is' fo effential to free:
‘Governments, that the Security of Property
and the Freedom of fxach always go together;
and in. thofe wrerched Countries where a Man.
éarmnot callibis “Tongdae Tis own, 'he can féarce
call any [Thing'elfe his own: : Whdever woull
overthrow the Liberty of & Narion, muft-bed
:-"V OL.E. vt Bove ey giw -

.
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gin by fubduing the Freenefs of Speech; 2
Thing terrible to publick Traytors.

"T'his Sccrer was {o well known to the Court
of Ring Charles thg.Fgr{%, that his wicked Mi-
niltry procured a .Prcclamation; to forbid the
People to talk of Parliaments; .which "thefe’
Traytors had laid afide. To- affert the un-
dou.{tcd Right of the Subje&, and defend his
Majefty’s legal Prerogative, was called Difaf-
fe&ion, and punifhed as Seairion.. .Nay, - Peo-
ple were forbid to talk of Religion in their
Families : For, the Pric{ts had combined with
the Minifters to_cook up Tyranny, and fup-

refs Truth and the Law. While the late

ing Fames, when Duke of York, went avow-
edly_to Mafi, Men were fined, imprifoned, .
and undone, for faying he was aPaTﬁ:: And
that King Charles the Second might live mare
fecurely a Pagiﬁ‘, there was an A& of Pirlia-
meht-mdde, Yeclarihg it Trcatba to fiy thathe
was one. "y i

That Men-ought to fpeak well of their Gos,
vernotirs, is true, while their Governours de~
ferve to! be well {poken of ; byt to do.publick
Mifchief; withéut hearing of it, is.only the
" Prerogative and Felicity of Tyranny : A free

People will. be fhewing -that. chey- are -0, by.
their Freédom of Speech.. " 1 . :

The Adminiftration of Gaverpment, is no-
thing elfe but the Attendance of the Truftees,
of the People upen the Intereft and Affairs of
the Peaple : And as it is the Part'drid Bufine(s
of the People, for whofe Sake alone all publick
Matters ar¢ or . ofight.to_be tranfatted, to feo
- whether they be well or ill tranfaltéd ; fo ir his

- the
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the Interelt, and ought to be the Ambirion,
of all honeft Magiftrates, to have their Deeds
openly examined, and publickly fcamm’d : Only
the .wicked Goverours of Men dread what s
Taid of them'; Audivis "Fibetius probra gueis l‘t
cerabitur, atque . perculfus eft. The public
g"“xﬂ"‘ -was true, elfe he had not fele it
bitter. . . .

Freedem of Speech is* ever the Symptom,
‘as well as the Effe&, 6f good Government.
I old ‘Rome, all was Ieft to the Judgment and
“Pleafure of the People, who examined the pub-
lick Proceedings with fuch Diferetion, and
_cenfured thofe who adminiftred them with fuch
%mty .and Mildnefs, that in the Space of -
" Three ‘Hundred Years, not Five publick Mi-
imitters fuffered’ Unjuftly. Indeed, whenever
the Commons proceeded to Vielence, the Great
"Ones had been the Aggreflors. ‘

-Guile only dreads Liberty of Speech, which
drags it out of its lurking Holes, and expofts.
its Deformity and Horror to Day-light. Hora-
- #ius, Valerius, Cincinnatus, and other virtuous
and. undefigning Magiftrates of the Roman
"Commonwealth, had nothing to fear from Li-
berty of Speech. Their virtuous Admipiftra-
tion; the more it was examin’d, the more it
brighten’d and gain’d by Enquiry. When Va-
lerius, in’ particular, was accufed upon fome
ﬂiﬁht Grounds of affe&ting the Diadem; he,
who was the firft Minifter of Reme, does not
accufe the People for examining his Condu&,
but approv’d his Innocence in a Speech to
them ; and gave fuch Satisfaltion to them, anid
gain’d fuch Popularity to himfelf, that they

: Fa gave
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ave him a new Name ; inde cogrqmen alluns
Aﬁ‘y}licol,z,qﬂl', to dcnq'tg ’ghat‘knc wa;:i\ét;( Fa-
. vowrite and their Friend — Lat.é déjnde loges —
©  Ante amnes. de provocativie 4D ngg )S "M 4-
GISTRATUS 4D POPULUM,. Livij, lib.2.
fap. 8. e : LT
; But Things aftérwards tobk another Tuarn;
)Roge; with the Lofs 2‘;' its'Liberty, lofl Ifo its
,Frcedom of 'Speech; -then Mens Words bégan
"§o be fear'd and watch’d ; and then firft began
Ethe oifonous Race of 'Informers, baniflied in-
.Aleed under the righieous Adminiftration.of Ti-
pus, Narva, Trajan, Aureliusy &c. but; ericou-
rag’d and enrich’'d under the vile Miniftty of
\S¢janusy Tigillinus, Pallas, and Clednder : Quekili-
_bee, guod in fecresa nofira nom inquirans. principes,
L Wi quos odimus, fays Pliny v Trajan. |
. The beft Printes have ever encouraged dnd
“‘promoted Freedom of Speech ; they know that
upright Meafures would defend.’ themfelves,
"and that all upright Men would defend -tHem.
Tacitus, fpeaking of the Reign of fome of the
. Princes abovemention'd, fays with Extafy, Ra-
“¥a Temporum felicitate, ubi Jentire que welis, &
‘que fentias dicere licet A blefled Time, when
_you might think what you would, and fj
."What you thought. S L
‘ fame was the Opinion ‘and Praltice &f
J'the wife and virtuous Timoleon, the Delivefer
.of the great City of Syracufe: from Slavery.
" He being accufed Iz Demanétus, a popular
Orator, in a full Aflembly of the People; of
*féveral Mifdemeanors committed by him while
. he was General, gave no other Anfwér, than
that He was bighly obliged to the Gods for grinthig
. o i

v.. -

-
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Bim 4 Rejueft that be bad often madé ‘vo’ thém,”
namely, zhat be might livé to fee the Syracufians’
enjoy that Liberty afg Speech which they now fobm’d
20 be. Maﬁ”" oﬂ . . < ) .: vy " LY
* And the great M. Mareelfus, that won moré?
Battles than any Romaen Captain of his Age,”
being'accufed by the Syracufiens; while he was’
- now'a fourth Time Conlul, of having’ done?
therit Indignities 'and hoftile Wrongs, contrary”
to the League), rofe from his Seat in the Sendté;!
as foon as the Charge againft hif was:opened¥
and pafling’ (ag 2 private- Man) ‘int6 the'Place?
"where the Accufed were wont to make | their:
Defetice, gave free Liberty to the Syracufians to*
‘impeach him ; which When they had done,’
he and they went' out of the Court rogether to!
attend-the 1ffue of ‘the Caufe : Nor did he ex.:
- prefs the Jeaft TH.will or Refentment’ towards
thefe his Accufers; but being: acquitted, red
deiv’d their City into_his Prote@ion. ‘Had het
Been gullty, he would neither have fhewn fuch”
Temper or Courtge, o
"I doubt not but Old Spencer and his Sony
who were the chief Minifters and Betrayers of!
Edward'the Second,’ would have heen vety glad’
to-have froppéd the Mouths of 4ll chehoneft Mert’
in:England. Fhey dréaded to becalled Tray-
8013, becaufe they were Traytors. : And I dare
fay, ‘Quéen Elizabeth’s Walfingham, who des
férv’d io'Réproaches, fear’d none; Mifreprel’
fentation:of -publick- Meafirres i8 ‘eafily’ over-
thrown, by reprefenting pablick Meafbres tri
1y ;- when they.:are: honéft, ithey vought. to: o
publickly known; that xhey ‘may ‘be publickly:
commended ; but if :they Are kaavith or pesni-
TR -~ F3 clous,
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cious, they ought ta be publickly expofed, in
order to be publickly deteffed. . - .

+‘That King Femes. was a Papift and a Ty-,
rant, was only 0 far hurtful to him, as.it was.
true of him< and if the Earl of Strafford had
not deferved to be Impeached, he need not
have feared a Bill of Attainder I our Di-
re&tors and their Confederares are not fuch. .
Knaves gs the World thinks .them; let. them
prove to 3ll the World, tgat the World thinks
wrong, and that they. arc- guilty of none
thofe Villainics which all; the. World lays to.
their Charge. Others too, who would be
thought_ to have no Part of their Guilt, muft,
before they are thought innocent, {hew that
they did al} that was in their Power to-prevent
that Guile,. and to check their Proceedings.

. Freedom of Speech is the great Bulwark of
Liberty : they profper -and die together : And
ir is the Terror of ‘T'raytors and Oppreffors, and
a Barrier_againft themt. It preduces excellent’
Writers, and encourages Men- of fine Genius.
Tecitus tells us, That the Rvman Commonwealth
bred great -and. oumerous Authors, who writ..
with-egusal Boldnefs and Elequence : But when
it was enflavsd, thofe great Wits were no more
e Poflgyamt belatim apud. Atlium ; atque

porwens pasefiatemn ad unum confevri’ pacie interfuity,
magna illa ingenia ceffere.  "Fyranny had ufurp’d
the Place of- Equality, which is the Soul of
Liberty, and de roygirublick Courage. The
Minds.of Men, terrified by unjuit Pawer, de-
gonerated into all the Vilenefs and- Methods of
Servitude: Abjelt Sycophancy and blind Sub--
mulion grew the anly Means of Ptefbrmentfi
) = an

N [
’
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and . indeed of Safery : Men durf not opgn
“ their Mouths, but to flatter. .

\ _Pliny the Younger obferves, that this Dread
of Tyranny had fuch Effe&, that the Senate,
" the great Roman Senate, became at laft ltupid
and dumb. Mutam ac fedentariam’ affentiendi
necefficatem. Hence, fays he, our Spirit and
Geaius are ftupified, broken, and funk for ever.
And in one of his Epiftlés, {peaking of the
" Works of his Uncle, he makes an Apology for
. eight of them, as not written with' the fame
~ Vigour which was to be found in the reft ; for,
fa*ys he, thefe eight were written in the Reign
of Nero, when the Spirit of Writing was
cramp'd by Fear ; Dubii Sermonis ofto feripfis
Jub Nerong —— cum omae fludiorum genus paulo
“Uikerius. € .ereGiv periculofiom feruivus feciffes. ,

All Minifters, therefore, who were Oppre(-
- fors, ot intended to he Oppreflors, bave béen
loud in their Complaings_againft Freedom of
Speech, 'and the Licenfe of the Prefs ; and al-
ways reftrained, or endeavoured to reftraip,
. Rath. In confcquence of this, they have brow-
_beaten Writers, and punifhed them. violently,
and againft Law, and burnt .their Works ; by
“all wi’cb. they fhew'd ‘how much Truth
allarm’d them, and how much they were at
Eamity with Truth. .- '
There is a fanfous Ipftance of this in Tacizus.
- He tells us, that Cremutius Cordus, having in Lis
Annals praifed Brutu: and Caffias, gave Offence
to Sejanus, Firlt Minifler, and to fome inferiour ,
Sycophants in the Court of Tiberius ;. who,
confcious af their own Charaters, tock the
Praifc beftowed on e;cry worthy Reman, tq-!;c
. 4 ' 0
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fo many Reproaches pointed at themfelves :
r They therefore complain of the Book to the
* Senate, which, being now only the Machine
* of Tyranny, condemned it be burnt. _But this
:"did not prevent its fpreading—— Libros cremandos
© | cenfuere Patres, [ed manferunt occultati’ €5 editi ;
“being cenfured,it was the more fought after, From
. kence, {ays Tacitus, we may wonder at the Stupi-
Jdity of thofe Statefmen, who bepe o .extinguifb,
. by the Terrour of their Power, the Menmiopy of their
* Adions; for quite otherwife, the Punifkmént of
* good Priters gains Credit to their Writings.! “The
“"Latin is inimitable; Nam contra, punitis inigeniis,
Zglifeis auttoritas, Nor did ever any Govern-
‘ment. Who praftifed ‘impolitick Severity, get
“a4y Thing gy it, but Infamy to themfelves,
~ -jand Renown to thofe. who fuffered under tt.
“This alfo is an. Obfervation of Tacitus: Negye
‘aliud. Reges, qui ea [evitia ufi funt, nifi d:deau%i
waeque glorlam il pepevere. L <
" Freedom of Speech, therefore, being of fuch
* infinité Importance to the Prefervation of Li-
" berty ; everv one who loves Liberty, ought to
« encourage. Freedom of Speech. Hence ir s,
that I, living in" a Country of Liheit{."aﬁd
“under the .beft Prince upon Earth, fhall cake
this ‘very favourable Opportunity 'of ferving
Mankind, by wamixzﬁ them of the hideous
"Mifchiefs they will fuffer, i?new'cr corrupt and
- wicked Men fhall hereafter get Poffeiion of -
" any State, and the Power of bejraying their
* Mafter : And, in order to do this, 1 will fhew
them by what Steps they will prabably proceed
to accomplifh their traiterous Ends. This may
" be the Subje&-of my next. .
: A . Valerius
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 Wilerins Maximus tells s, that Lentwlus Mar-
cellinus, the Roman Couful, having complainedy
in" a popular Aﬁ'embly, of the over-grown
Power of' Pompey; the whole People anfwered
him with’ a Shout .of. Approbation: Upen
which, the Canful told them, Shout om, Gentle
men, fYous . vy amd uﬁxtbpﬁ bold Signs of Lis
berty while you: hb, fnr Lvh “wot k_mmr bow long tbey
will be alowed yoii.’

God be thanked, wc Eng{xﬂ'mm have neither
loft .our . Libertics; nor avé in Danger of lofin
them. Let us always cherifh this matchlefs
Bleiling, almoft peculiar to our felves ; that our
Pofterity may, many-Ages hence, afcribe their
Freedom 1o Qur Zeal. The Defence of Liber-
Ly, is! 3 noble; 2. heavenly Office, which can.
-odly be perfarmed where' LiGerty: is :- For, as
wthe fame Valrils Maximus: ohferves, p\md ergy
Libereas, fine Catone ? Nen wgn quam Cato fine

Aibargates RIS
. . Lam, &e. ..
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T HE wxf'c Sancha Pmdm deﬁred ;bat his
Suby:&s in the promn ed Ifland might be
) cks, becaufe he would fel] them And
vﬂm lcems t& be the firft ‘modelt, and, as 1
think; the only reafonable Dchre of ’Lc Lead-
ers of all Parties ; for ?o Man will be at the
" Expence and Faugue Body and (.c(tfcw;;ce,

whic

Lo et
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which is neceflary ‘to lead a Faltion, only to be:
diturbed and annoyed by them.. ‘
: A very great Authority has told us, that ’ti¢
worth no Man’s Time to ferve a Party, unlef8-
he can now and then get good.Jobbs by it.
This, L can fafely fay has been the. conftant
Principle and.Pralice.of evéryleading Patriot e
ver{ioce Lhave been capable of obferving publick
Tranfa&ltions; the primaum Mobile, the Alpha and
Omzga.of all theit Ations:. They all profefled
o have in view only the Publick Good, yet
every one fhewed he only meant his own ; and
all the while the great as” well as little Mob,
the precerum turba Mobilium, contend as frercely
for their Leaders, as if their Happinefs or
‘Mifery depended upori-the' Phiz, the Cloaths,
or Title of the Perfons who robbed and :be-
trayed them: Thus the Highwayman; who
faid to the Fraveller,  Pray, Sir, leave yoar Wasch
and Money in my Hands, or elfe by G— you will be
vobbed, -
Pound a Fool in a Mortar, and he comes out
_never the wifer ; no Experience will make the
- Bulk of Mankind fo, or put them upos their
Guard ; they will be caught over and over
again by the fame Baits and ftale Stratagems :
No fooner js.a Party betrayed by one Iead
but they rail ar hiih, and fer 1ip another; an
when he has ferved them in the fame man-
ner, they chufé a THird, and put full Confi-
- dence’in every of them fuccetlively, tho’
“they all make the fame Ulfe of their Credulity;
-that is; ptit a Ptite upon their Calves Heads,
and fell them; whick, however, they have Ih‘e
- efs
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“lefs Reafon to complain of, becaufe they would
have all done the fame. .
"I affure you, Sir, that I have not the leaft
opes in this Letter, to make Men honefter,
“but ‘I would gladly teach them a litrle more
"Wit; thatis, I would advife any one who is
“contented to be fold, that he receives the Money
himfelf, and takesgood Care of One, whatever
becomes of his Neighbours ; as fome  difcreet
"Perfons have lately done. Whatever Bargains
are ftruck up amongft the Betrayers of their
Country, we muft ind the Money, and pay
both Sides. How wife and advantageous would
it thernt be for us, not to intereft vur felves in -
‘the Agreements or Squabbles of ambitious Men,
who are building their Fortunes upon our Ruin.
“‘Once upon a Time, a French Ambaflador de-
fired an Audience of the Grand Vizier, and
;gémpous French Fuftain notifred to him, thac
is Mafter had won a great Vitory over the
*Germans;, to which that wife Minifter anfivered
‘Laconically, Mhat.iyit tom:, if the whsle Herd
“of Unbelivers, like Dogs;, mutually worry one ait-
‘ther, [a that my Mafter’s Head be [afe. .
- ThisLetterof Advice is not intended for thofe
-, _Who fhare already in the publick Spoils, or who
Tike Jackalls hunt down the Lyon’s Prey, thut
they 'may have the picking of the Bofies, when
~ their Mafters are glurted. But 1 would pet-
" fwade the poor, the irjured, the diftreffled Peo-
: ﬂc, to bé no longer the Dupes and Property of
~ Hypocrites -and Traytors: But very few cin
fhare’in the.Wages of Iniquity, and all the reft
muft fuffer: The People’s ntereft is the Pub-
Yick Intereft <t fignifies ‘the fame ifw;:g:
‘ ate
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‘Whatever thefe Betfayets of their Gountry get,
_ the People muft loofé ; and what is wotfe, muft
‘loofe a great deal more than the others can get;
for fuch Confpiracies and Extortions cannet
{ucce(sfully carried ‘on, without deftroying or
injuring T'rade, perverting Juftice, corrupting
the Guardians of the publick Liberty, and the
.almoft total Diffolution of the Principles of
-Government. i .
... Few can receive the Advantages arifing fromu
. publick . Misfortunes, and therefore methinks
Jew fhould defire them. Indeed, I can eafily
_fee how Men_ of defperate Circumftanees, or
-~ Men guilty of dcfperate Crimes, can find their
Account in'a general Confufjon of all Things.
_Jcan fec how thofe Priefts who aim at Tyranny,
can find their Inteselt in the Lofs of publick
Liberty, inthe Reftraint of the Prefs, and by
.introducing a-Religion which deftroys Chrifti-
.anity : There are Reafons toq.at bhand, why
ambitious Men per- fas €3.nefas fhould grafp at
.the Poffeflian of immenfe. Weglth,: high Ho-
_mours, and exorbitant Péwer: But that the
* Gentry, the Body of the People in a” free
. Nation, fhould become the Togls and Inftru-

_ments of Knaves and Pick-pockets,. {hauld Lt

-themfelves in their Quarrels, and hght, thet
“Battles, and this too often.af the éxffeniié, aflﬁ
.by the Violation of good Neighbourhood,
_near Relation, private Friendfhip ; that Men
: of:'grea't Eftates and Qxalﬁy,_",g:r nal] ‘and -
trifling Confiderations, and fomerimes none:at
all, ﬂlould_, promote wild, viﬂafnqqs'l,’roje&i,
to d?e Ruin’ of themfelves and Country,, by
nuking precarious their ows Titles.to thew
. e 8 Lives,
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.-Lives, Eftstés,and ' Liberties; is fomethntg fo
pendious, thet it mult be thoughrunpoﬂible,
if daily Experience. dad ‘mot coavmce' us ‘that &
is more than poflible. -
I have often feen . hone& Taries foolifhly de-
fending knavith Torjes, 'and : untainted Whigs
proteching corrupt Whigs, -‘even in Inftancas
B wbere they a&ted agam ‘the Principles of all
Whigs ; .and -by :that Means ‘deprecined
' Whiggifm itfelf, and gave the flupid Herd Oc
cafion te believe they had no Principles at ail,
but were only a faét mus Combination for Pre-
ferment and Power.. "
. Icishigh Time, at kﬂ: forshe Bubbles of ill
- Parties; for. iand \Teries, for Htgb-Chureh
‘apd LewrChur o coson to:an! Ecluireiffe-.
mmt, ‘apd no longer fuffer thémfalves ro. be
: bq\? t and fold -by thm Drivers: Let them
ceafe to be Calviss and Shéep,: and they will not
be,ufed-like Calves-andiSheep. If: they can be
waded now: agd: then-to confer. Notes, they
'will find, that for shemeft part the Differences
.between them are not mitérial ;. thu they take
only different Meafures to attain the fame Eadsy
that they have.bur one gommeon ldtereft, which
is the Intereff of - their Country:; and thac 1 i3,
tobe freed from Oppreflion, an to prinifh their
rfilfprs ;. whofe Praéba:, onthe contrary,
. wxll always. be -te form Parties, and blow up

F a&mqs to mumal»Ammoﬁues, that they may
‘find Proteét ﬁenaho ¢ Animofities.

Let us not therefore, hereafrer fuffer our felves
1o be - fex together by the Ears, and make
- Crowds, which are the, Harvefts of Picks

pogkets ;. Lzt us Jearn to valua:ap bonelt Mmf

o : o

. -
.
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.of andher Pasty, imote ithan - Knave of our
own: Lat the only Contention be, who fhall
be tioft ready to fpew our their own Roogues,
and I will be anfwerable, all other Differences
willfoon bé at ann End.  Indeed there had been
o fuch Thing ss Party how in.Enghmd, if
- wehad not been betrayed by thofe wetvufied.
-Thro” the Villaihy -and Knavith Defigns of
Leaders, this Nation has loft feveral gloricus
Opportunities-of réfcuing the Conftitweion, and
fettling it-trpon a firm and folid Bafis; det us not
therefore, by the like Pra&tises, loofe the pre-
fent favourable Offer : Let us make Earnings
Jof -our. Mitsfortimes, and uccept'dur*Calamities
ds an Oppotrunity thrown into our Laps by
andulgent Providence, to fave 'oor Relves ; and
st again foolifhly and m?mtefﬂlfy rejeét and
fpuim at the Intimations and Invitations of Hea~
ven to preferve our Prince and Country.
- Mackiave! tells us, thar ‘ro'Government ' ¢an
Jong fubfift, but by recurring often-to-its firft
Principles ;. but” this tan_never be'done while
Men lide at Eafe'and in Luxary, for then they
cammot be perfaaded rofee diftant Dangers, of
which .they feel no Part. The Conjun&tures
proper for fuch Reformations, are when Men
are awakoned by Misfortunes, and frighted
with the Approach and near View of prefent -
Evile ; then they will with for Remedies, and
their-Minds are prepared to receive them, to
- hear Reafons, and to falf into Meafures propo-
#&d by wife Men for their Security. '
©» The great Authority, jult quoted, informs
us what Meafures and Expedients are neceflar
to fave a State under fuch Exigencies : He tel
- - us’
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“us, that as a Tyrantiy canmot be. eftablithed,
but by dcﬁrbgem%mm:ix(&age; (‘iro:efn-
ment 18 not £o | TVved; t’ e ng
Bratws’s Soms.: Let us .therefare put on a l{cfm
Iution equdl to the wmighty Occafion: Let us
exert a Spirit ‘worthy of Britems; worthy of
Froemen, who. deferve. Liberty. 1 Let 4s take
Advaatage of the Opportunity, while Mens
Relentments badl high,; whilft lefler Animofities:
feem to be haid afide, and moft Men are fick of
Party and Party Leaders; and let us by all
proper Methods exemplarily punifh the Parri-
cides, and avowed Enemtes of all Mankind. -

Let neither private Acquaintance, perfonal
Alliance, 'or Party:Combimation, ffand between
us -and our Duty to our Country: Let all thofe,
who have a eommon Intereft in the publick
Safety, ‘join in common Meafures to defend the

blick Safety: Let us purfue to Difgrace, De-
Qion, and -even-Death; -thefe--who have
Hrought this Ruinuponrus, let-them beever fo
reat, or ever fo marg.: Let us ftamp, and
ﬁecp engrave in Charaéters legible to, all Earepe
at prefent, and to all Pofterity hereafter, what
‘Veéngeance is dué’to Crimes, which have no
Jefs Objeds i view than the Ruin’of Narfons,
‘wnd the Deftrution of Millions: They have
‘made mmany bold, def]})eratc and” wicked At-
tempts to deftroy us ; let us ftrike one honeft
arid bold Stroke to deftray them. <~~~ /
*Tho" thie Defigns of the.Canfpirators fhiould
‘be, 1aid deep- as the Center, tho’ they fhould
raile- Hell it felf in their Quarrel, ahx fhould

*fetch Legions of Votaries from thence to avow
their Proceedings; yet ler*us not leave the me_'-
. . , . uit
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fuic till we hue thm’Skumm’Z their Effates:
-We know b 7that :there are
‘thofe amongﬁm, who Witk be-glad:co quit the -
.Chafe, when our Villdins, liké Beavers; drop
‘what they are ufually hunted for; buttheNa-
"tion is'now too mach- provoked, and 100 much
dfjared, td fuffer themﬁlv:s toibe amﬁ
M‘d ,d;"' a'." o ’1"' “('k
e: ' hdve Hea?cn ,tq dné& g orious
ng:to lead: s, md)awzﬁ:-‘and faichtul; Par
liameént - to.aflifk.and - piroteft us :1 Whilft we
‘have fuch a ng!, and fuch a’ Parhancat.
evcry vimtlhy ’Bri:m cncs out aloud: .-+ 4
X N 71:‘..1"1'
S »Mm e mcx Tardnmss, - . uA
Eq[é;md pbﬂdm, Jub (lxlm'tm 'qmqma
)....7,,1::1“*‘.;'11 [T
I S T LA L ." s 1 Ihms Egﬁs “

T L
BN s I‘R, [T B < .
R i

vants to Princes alone, if js fa c to fpeal
"what is true of the worft; nf according tomy
former Promiife to the Publick, 1 fhall take the
Advantage of our excellent King’s moft gentle
‘Govérnnient, and the virtuous Adminif ratlp

of an_uncorrupt an{h'y, 1q warn: ankmﬁ
‘againft the Mi(chiefs which may hcrcafter be
dreaded from ¢orrupt opes. true, that
‘every Country in the’ “’04&'1125 ﬁ)menma
groancd under that keavy Misfortune, and our
own

& 2

:1)“
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_own ag'much asany ; tho’I cannot allow it 1o
“be true, what Monfieur de¢ Wiir has long finck
obferv’d, that the Englifo Court has always
been the moft thievifh Court in Europe. -

Few- Men thave ‘been defperate enough to.
attack ‘openly, and barefaced, the Liberties of
a free People, . Such avowrd Confpirators can
rarely fucceed : The Artempt would deftroy it
felf. Even when the’ Enterprize is begiin and
vifible, the End muft be hid, ordenied. It fs
the Bufinefs and Policy of Praytors, fo to dife
_guife’theit Treafon with'plaufible Names, and
{0 to recommend..it with popular ahd bewitch-
ing Colours, thst they themfelves fhall be
‘adored, while theit Work is detefted, and yet
cdrried on by thofe that deteftir. *

Thus one Nation has Been furrender'd to
another, under the fair Name of mutual Alli-
_ance : ‘The Fortreffes of a Nation have been

iven up, or attempted to be given -up, under
the frugal Notion of faving Charges to a’' Na-
tion; and Commonwealths have been trepann’d
“into Slave:z' by Troops raifed or increafed to
defend thet from Slavery. :
- It may therefore be of Service to the World,
to thew what Meafures have been taken by
- corrupt’ Minifters, in fome of out rieighbouring
Countries, to ruin and enflave the People over
whom they prefided ; and to' fhew by what
Steps and Gradations of Mifchief Nations have
been undone, and confequently whar Methiods
‘may be hércafter taken:-to undo orhers’; and
..thigSubjet I rather chufe, becavfe my Country-
-men may be the more: fenfible of,:and know
"how to value, the ineftimable Blefing of livzlnk
: undee
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uader the belt Prinee, and the beft eftablifhy’d

.Government in the .dtllverfc, where we have
none of thefe Things to fear S
Such Trayters will probably endeavour firft
to get their Prince -into. their Pofleffion, and,
like Sejanws, fhut him up in a litrle Ifland, or
perhaps make him a Prifoner in his Court’s
whillt, with full Range, they devour his Do-
minions, and plunder his Subjedts.. When he
15 thus féclud«r from the Accefs of his Friends,
and the Knowledge of his Affairs, he muft be
content with fuch Miffeprefentations as they
fhall find expedient to give him. Falfg Cafes
will be ftated, to jultify wicked Counfel; and
wicked Counfcl will be given, to procure upjuft
. Orders. He will be made to miltake his;Foes
for his Friends, and his Friends for his Foes ;
and to believe that his Affairs ate in the hllfhe.&
Profperity,- when they are in the greateft Dj-
ftrefs, and that. the. publick Matters go on in
the greateft Harmony, When they are in the
utmoft Confufion. .
" They will be ever contriving and forming
wicked and dangerous Projets, to make the
People poor, aqd-themfelves rich; well know-
ing that Dominion follows Propqrtﬁ 3t
where there are Wealth and Power, there will
be always Crawds of fervile Dependents ; and
that on the contrary, Poverty deje@sthe Mind,
and falhions it for Slmd renders it un-
ual to any generous ing, and incapa-
ble of oppoling any bold Wfurpation. They
.will {quander away the publick Money in wan-
ton Prefents to Minions, and their Creatures of
Pleafure, or of Byrden, or in Penfions to mer-
"o .+ cepary
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eenary and worthleﬁ Men and Women, for
vile Ends, and traiterous rurpo s
They will engage the (.ountry in ridicus
Ious, expenfive, fantaﬁ;Cal ars, to keep the
of Men in continyal Hurry and Agita-
non, ‘and under conftant Fears and Alarms;
and by fuch Means deprive them both of Lei-
ﬁu’c and Inclination to look into publ:ck Mif:
carriages. Men, on the contrasy, w inftea
of fuch Infpe&ion, be difpofed to.falf into a
Meafures. offered, feemingly, for their Defence,
and will agree to every wxé Deihand made by
thofe who are betraying them
When they have férved their Ends by fuch
ars, or have other Matives to make Peace,
they will have noView to-the publick Intereft ;
but will often, to procure fuch Peace, dchveq
up the ftrang Holds. of their. Gountry, ity
Colonies for Trade, to open Enemics, fy pfpe&
ed Friends, or dangerous Neighbauss, that they
:Ama‘y not be’ xmermpted in. their Domc(hck
ns.
ey will create Parties in the Commone
wealth, or keep them up where, they already
are ; ‘and by playing them by twrns upen each
other, will rule both, - By .making . the Guelfs
afraid of the Ghibilinas, and thefe akraid of the
Guelfs, they will make themfclves the Mediums
and Ballance between the two Fa&tions ; and
both Falions, in their Turns, the Props of
their Apthomy, and the In&wmems their

ey will n fuffer ;an Men, who bhave
once tayﬁed of o.guthon ythough perfonally
their Enemies, and whoc Pofts they enjoy, ;:
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be calted t an Agcourit for paft Criries, tho’
ever o epgrmous. T hey’ ,v',viﬁ‘‘ma,tk,c'"r\;‘)~ fuch
Precedents for their swn Punifhrhent, nor cen-
fure Treafon which they intend to commit,
Op the contrary, they will form new Confpi-
racies, and invent new Ferices for'their own
Jmpunity' and’ Protétion ; and ‘éndeavour to
engage fuch Numbers in their Guilt, as to fet
thenifelves ‘above all Fear,of Punifhment.™
" “They will prefer worthlefs and wicked Men;
and not Tuffet'a Man of Knowledge or Honefly
to come ‘near them, or ‘enjoy .a_Poft under
them. . They will difgrace Men of Virtue, and
ridiculée Virtue it felf, and latigh ar publick
Spirit. _They will’put Men into Employmentt,
without any Regard' to the Qualifications for
théft Employménts, or indeed to any Qualifi.
cation at alh ‘bur as ‘;h‘ax contribute "ta-their,
‘Defigns, ‘and thew 2 upid - Alacrity ‘to do
what theyare bid. They muft be either Fools
or Beggars; either void of Capacity to-difcover
their Inrrigues, ar of Credit and Inclination to
difappoint them. o )
hey will promété Luxury, Idledefs, and
Expetice, and a general' Depravation of Man<
rers, by their dwn' Exafple, as wtll as by
Connivance and publick Ericouragement. -This
will ot -only divert-Mens Thoughts"from ‘ex-
amining their Behaviour and Politicks;' but
likewife fer:them loofe from all the Reftraints
of private and-publick Virtue. . From Immo-
rality and Excctfes, they will fall into Neceffi-
ty, and from thence into a fervile Dépendance
upon Power,' - S R
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g this, the [x p/.&l}.bmmto Fafhion
Gammg rupkenne s, Gluttony, and’ proff
afid “coftly ly Dreﬁ ‘7 \wxll dcb uch’ tb
Coung;y with orengn orex n In-
mments of vicious Pleafures ; an con-
iy, rage u lnck ReVe 3, mgbtly
A{Ehx s, and bauc Mummeries. -
will, y all pra&icable Meins of
Oppxe jon, provoke the Peoplé to Difaffec.
‘tio a d then makc that Difaffe@ion .an Ar-
u fgg niew Oppreflion; for riot_trufting
rther, and for. kcepmg ug Troops3
n fine,, for depnvmg them Libertiés
P'nvnle to_which they are “entitled
heu' B‘tﬁ: and the Laws of their Coun-

- If h Meafiires jb vild ever be ‘taken aoy
f'ree Solifitry, where the People chufe Deputies
‘to fe?rcfent ;hcm, én the wdi cnf@eavour o
“bribe the Eleflors, in the Choice of ‘their Re-
‘prefentatives, and o to get 2 Council of their
own Creatures’; and where they ¢annot fucceed
with'the Ele&ors, they will endeavour to car-
‘ 'ru‘ps the Deputies after they aré cbdfcn, with
Money gives for the publick Defence ;
nt;mto draw iato the Perpetration” of ‘their
'Crimes thofe very :Men, from Whom the be-
trayed  People expe& the ‘Redrefi of their
Grievantes, and the ‘Punifhment - of ‘thofe
‘Crimeés. And when they have thus made'the
‘Reprefentatives of the People afraid of the
PEdple, and the People afraxd of their Repre-
féﬂtdtxm thed they will endeavour to per-
fiiade ‘thofé Depufiés fo feize the Gavernment
- to thex‘nﬁ:lves, and not t0 truft thcxr Pnﬁcq:,:;ls

W e [P 3 L 2P B Y~

m.l'.
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any lohger ‘with the Power ofr ing theid
anye ﬁég}'y and ‘ilt Mage, and of %‘tcﬁgg ho:
ﬁeﬁcr and wifer Men,m their Room." * -
‘Blie if ;the Conftitution fhould be'fo ftubs
boraly framed, that it will ftill prefetve itfelf,
and the Pcoples Liberrids, in fpight of all vile
-airious Cohthances to_deftroy both ; then
muft thé' Con&m;ndn itfelf” be' artack’d and
'broken, becaufe it will not bend. " There muft
an Endcavour, Wutider fome Prétence of pub-
Jick Good, to alter 2 Pallance of the Govern:
‘ment; and t6 get it into the fole Powet of their
Creatures, and of fuch who will Havé conftant.
1 ag Intereft diftin& from that of the Body of
‘the People. )
But if jall thefe Schcmqs £Qr the Ruinof the
yblick, - n their W] Impum fhould fajl
(thent, an w‘ort atnots of a free Coutfs
fhould’ provc o? xmté inD efence of their
Cgumry, and refolve to call its Betragers to a
it Account ; there is then but one Thing
1:& for fuch Traytors ‘to do; namely, to veer
about,. and by joining with the Enemy of their
Prince and-Country, compleat their Treafon.’
. I have fomewhere read of a Favourite, and
Sirlt Minifter to a ne f hbouring Prince, long
fince dead, who p lay’d his Patt fo well, that,
though he had, é his ewl Counfels, raifed a
bellion, and 'a Conteft for the Crown ; 3 yet
icfcncd himfclf a Refource, whoever got
thn etter : If his old Mafter fucceeded, then
this Achitophel, by the Help of a baffled Re-
flion, ever favourable to Princes, bad the
Glory of fixing his Mafter in abfolute Power :
But, as his bravé Rival ¢ got the Day, Achito bﬁl
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had the Metit of betraying his old Mafter to
plead, and’ wis accordingly taken into Fas
vour, : . ' ' . ©
“Happy therefore, thrice happy, are we, who
cati be uncohcérid Speétarors of ‘the Miferies
which the greate®t Part 6f Europe is reduced to
fuffer, having loft theit Libérties. by the In-
trigues and Wickednefs of thofe they trufted 3
whilft wé continue in fiill Enjoyment bf'o‘u!ﬁ
and cap’b‘c in no Danger of lofing them,. whi

we have fo excellent a King, affifted and obey.
ed by fo wife a Parliament. C
) ’ T T amy &

.

<

- S IR, .
pENA LIS civitas mox peritura fi emptorens

invenias !  Mercenary City, ripe for Des

< fruction, and juft ready to deliver up thy
€ [elf, and all thy Liberties, to the firft Bid-
% der, who is able to buy thee,” faid the great
Fugurtha, when he was leaving Rome. Rome,
the Nurfe of Heroes, the: Miftrefs of Nations,
the Glory of Empires, and the Source, thé
Standard and Pattern of Virtue and Know-
ledge, and indeed, of every Thing which ever
was praife-worthy and valuable amongft Men,
as {pon after fallen, fallen ten thoufand, thou-

. fand Fathoms deep in the Abyfs of Corruption
and Impiety : No more of that publick Spirit
appeared, that rendered it amiable, as well ag
terrible to the World: It had conquered by
its
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its Vistue moregng;nts Arms : Lkn com?
mandcd a willing Subjetion from the humierous
Nations, who readily acknowledged its fupe-
rior Genius apd natural Right to Empire, ‘and
afterwards their own Conditjon to be grac'd by
- the Dignity of fuch a Miftréfa. )
Blut, fays thé Abbot Verror, about this 'I'nm
another Natign feem’d to appear uposs tbe’ Sta
A genéral Lorruption foon [pread it [elf throag nl
Degree: { the Stase : Fuftice was publivkly fold in
the Tribdnals : The' Poices of the People Wenis to
the “highift Bw’der and the Confiils, bav
tained that great Poﬂ by Intrigues, o by gnlmy,
nevér now made War but to enrich themfelves with
the Spoils of Nations, and oftem to plundei thofe
Oery” Provinces, which their Duty bound them o
Prote?¥ and defend =—— The PPovintes were obe
liged to [upply thefe rod:gmu: Expences : The
Generals poffe(fed them jglve of the Revenaies of the
Commonwealth, and the State was weakened in pro-
Portion s its Members became powerful ————s
It was fufficient Colour for rifling the Peo, iﬁe, ¢ml
laying new Impofts, if they d:d bar gwe t,
aftions a new Name. .
* There arofe on a ﬁdden, and & nwere 6] Eu-
chantment, magnificent Palaces, wbafe Walls, Roof s,
wnd Ceilings were all gilded s "It was not emough-thas
their Beds and Tables weve dll of Silver ; that rich
Metal muft alfo. be carved ‘and adorned- with Baflo
Relievo’s, performed by the moft excelient Artifts
All the Money of the Stase was in the Hands
of the Great Men, " the Publicans, and cyrtnn
Freed-men richer than their Mafers; =~ -
He fays, It would make a Volume to'r refm
he Magmﬁmtce of their B;ullmz:, tbb l{tzngfrbf
- their,
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their Habits, the Fewels they wore, the predigious,
Number of Slaves, Freed-men, and Clients, by
which they were conflantly attended, and efpecially
the Expence and Profufien of their Tables : They.
were not comtented, if in the midft of Wintery the
Falernian-tWine that was prefented them was nor
Prew'd with Rofes ; and cool'd in Ve[Jels of Gold in
Summer : Their Side-Boards groaw'd umder the
Weight and Load of Plate, both Silver and Gold :
They valued the Feaft only by the Cofilinefs of the.
Difbes that were [erved up ; Pheafants muft be
Jetch’d for them through all the Dangers of the Sea
and to compleat their Corruption, after the Conqueft
& Alia, they began to introduce VWomen-Singers
and Dancers into their Entertainments.
: What Defenders of Libersy, fays he, are bere > -
What am Omen of approaching Slavery > None could
be greaser, than 1o foe Valour lefs regarded in «
- State than Luxury 3 to fee the poor Officer lan-
Buifbing sn the obfcsire Honowrs of a Legion, whilft
the Granders conceal’d their Cowardice, and dazzled
the Eyes of the Publicl.(f by tbefMZgniﬁcence of their.
Equipage, and sbé Profufion of their Expence.

But what did all this Profufion and Magni-
ficence produce? Pleafures fucceeded in the
room of Temperance, Idlenefs took place of
the Love of Bufinefs, and private Regards ex-
tinguifh’d that Love of Liberty, and Zeal and
Warmth, which their Anceftors had thewn for
the Intereft of the Publick ; Luxury and Pride
became fafhionable ; all Ranks and Orders of
Men tried to outvie one another in Expence
and Pomp’; and when by o doing they had "
fpent their private. Patrimonies, they endea-

. woured to make Reprifals. upon the Publick ;
- .VOL L G and

et
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and having before fold every thing elfe, at laft
fold their Count'lix. :

The publick Treafure was fquandred away,
‘and divided amongft private Men ; and new
Demands made, and new Taxes and Burthens
laid upon the People, to continue and fupport -
this Extravagance. Such Condu& in the Great
Ones, occafion’d Murmurings, univerfal Dif
content, and at- laft Civil Wars. The People
threw themfelves under different Heads, or
Leaders of Parties, who all afpired to make
. themfelves Mafters of the Commonwealth, and
of the publick Liberty ; and during the Strug-
gle, Reme and all Iraly was but one Slaughters
Houfe. Thoufands, Hundreds of Thoufands,
fell Sacrifices to the Ambition of a few: Rivers
of Blood-ran in the publick Streets; and Pro-
feriptions and Maflacres ‘were efteémed Sport
and Paftime ; till at length, two Thirds of the
People were deftroy’d, and the reft made Slaves.
to the moft wicked and contemptible Wretches
of Mankind. :

Thus ended the greateft, the nobleft State
that ever adorned the worldly- Theatre, that
ever the Sun faw : It fell a Viim to Ambi-
tion and Fa&tion, to bafe and unworthy Men,
to Parricides and Traytors: and every other
Nation muft run the fame Fortune, expe&t the
fame fatal Cataftrophe, who fuffer themfelves
to be debauch’d with the fame Vices, and are
aCtuated by the fame Principles and Paffions.

I with I could fay, that the Abbot Verror’s
D:fcription of the :Roman State, in ‘its laft De-
clenfion, fuited no other State in' our own
Time. " I hope we ourfelves have none of té!efé

or-
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Corruptions and Abufes to complain of : I am
fure it we have, it is high Time to reform
them, and to prevent the difmal Evils they
threaten. It is:wild to think there is any other
Way to prevent the Confequence, without pre-
venting the Corruption, and the Caufes which
oduce them : Mankind will be always the
me, will always a& within one Circle ; and
when .we know what they did a Thoufand
Years ago, in any Circumftance; we fhall know
what they will do a2 Thoufand Years hence in
the fame. This'is what is called Experience,
the fureft Miftrefs and Leflon of Wifdom.
Let us therefore grow wife by others Misfor<
tunes : Let us make ufe of the Rowan Lan-
fuage, as 2 Vehicle of good Senfe, and ufeful
nftru@ion ; and. not ufe it like Pedants, Priefts,
and Pedagogues. Let their Virtues and their
Vices, and the Punifhment of them too, be an
Example to us; and fo prevent eur Miferies
from being an Example to other Nations : Let
us avoid the Rocks upan which they have fuf-
fered Shipwreck, and fet up Buoys and Sea-
Marks to warn: and guide Pofterity. In fine,
let us examine and look narrowly into every
Part of our Conftitution, and fee if any Cor-
ruptions or Abufes are crept or gallop’d into
it. Let us fearch our Wounds to the Core,
without which it is beyond the Power of Sur-
gery to apply fuitable Rémedies.

r prefent Misfortunes will roufe up our
Spirits;, and as it were awaken usout of a deep-
Lethargy : It is true, indeed, that they came
upon us like a Storm of Thunder and Lighe-
ning in a clear Sky, and when the Heavens.

G2 feem’d

L4
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feem’d moft ferene ; but the combuftible Mat?
ter was prepared before : Steams and Exhala.
tions had been long gathering from Bogs and
Jakes ; and tho’ they fome time feem’d dif-
perfed and far removed by the Heat of a warm
Sun, yet the Firmament was all the while im-
pregnating with Fire and Brimftone ; and now
on a fudden the Clouds thicken, and look black
and big on every Side, and threaten us with a
Hurricane. o

Let us therefore a& the Part of skilful Pi-
lots, and call all Hands to labour at the Oars
and at the Ropes: Let us begin with throwing
all our Luggage and ufelefs Trumpery over-
- board ; then let us lower or take down all fu-
perfluous Sails, to prevent the Boat from being
overfet ; and when we have done all in our
Power to fave the Ship, let us implore the Af-
fiftance of Heaven, and I doubt not but we
thall out-ride the Storm. '

Quid times ? Cefarem vebis ——— We have
King George on Board, and at the Helm ; the
Favourite of Heaven, and the Darling of all
good Men ; who not only gives us full Leave,
but encourages and affifts us to fave our felves:
He will not, like fome weak Princes amongft
his Predeceflors, skreen guilty Great Men, fuf-
fer others Faults to be laid at his Door, nor
permit his Authority to be proftituted to pa-
tronize Criminals, or interpofé and ftand be-
tween his Peoples juft Refeatment and the Pu-
nifhment of worthlefs Favourites, of which
fort of Cattle he has none; fo that it is our
own Fault if we are not happy, great and

free.
: Indeed,
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Indeed, we owe that Juftice and Duty to our
great Benefaltor, as not only fairly and ime
partially to reprefent to him our Circumftances,
and how we came into them ; but to do all in
our Power to put our Conftitution on fuch a
Bottom, if any thing is wanting to it, that he
may have the Honour and Pleafure of reigning
over a free and happy People. This will be
to make our Gift compleat, in prefenting him
with 2 Crown, not befet with any Difficulties ;
a fglario;:s Crown, and not mock him with ons
of Thorns.

_ 1 {hall foon, in fome other Letter, offer m
‘Thoughts from what Sources thefe Mifchiets
have flowed upon us, and what Methods I
coriceive are cllentially neceflary to retrieve
them, : '

. o I am, &c. '

5 1R, '

PINION and Reputation have often

the greateft Share in governing the Af-
fairs of the World. Mifled by the great Byats
of Superftition, every where found in humane
Nature, or by Ignorance and Prejudices pro-
ceeding as often from Education it felf, as from
the Want of it, we often take the Appearance:
of Things for Things themfelves, and miftake’
our own Imaginations for Realities, and our
Delufions for Certainties and Truth. A very

fwall Past of Mankind .is exempted from the:
. . G2 delufive
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delufive Influence of Omens, Prefages, and
Prognofticks.

This and the like Superftitions enter into
every Scene of private and publick Life ;
Gamefters throw away the Cards and Dice
they loft by, and call for others, without any
other Preference than that they are not the very
fame. Gardeners pretend to plant Trees in a
fortunate Seafon : Many People will not marry,
or do any Bufinefs, but on certain Days ac-
counted profperous; and even Generals have
had their fortunate and unfortunate Times and
Seafons, and have often declined coming to a
Bartle, when the Advantage was apparently on
their Side, merely becaufé the Day, or Time of
the Day, was ill-boding. .

Now, tho’ all the Whimfies of this Kind
have no Foundation, but in Opinion ; yet they
often produce as certain and regular Events, as
if the Caufes were adequate in their own Nature.
to the Events. ‘The Opinion of a Phyfician oe
a Medicine, does often effe@ the Cure of a
Puatient, by giving to his Mind fuch Eafe and
Acquicfcence as can alone produce Health.
The Opinton of a General, ar of a Caufg,
makes an Army fight with double Vigour ; and
a Confidence in the Wifdom and Integrity of
Governours, makes a Natton exert its utmoft
Efforts for its own Security; whereas by a
Diftruft.of its Rulers, it often finks into a uni-
verfal Indifference and Defpondency. The
Change alone of a General, or a Minifter, has
often chang’d the Succefs of a People, even
where there has been no fuperiour Endowments
in the Succeffor ; for if they can be made to

i belicve,

1
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believe, that their Misfortunes are owing to the
ill Conduét or ill Genius of thofe who com-
mand them, the Removal -of the fuppofed
Caufe of their Misfortunes, will infpire them
with new Courage and Refolution, which are
almoft always rewarded with Succefs and
Vitory.
__ From hence the moft famous Legifl.tors,
Princes, and Generals, have endeavoured to
inftill into their Followers an Opinion of their
being more than humane, as being defcended
from, or related to fome God; or have aflerted
. a familiar Communion with the Gods, and a
Right to explain their Wills, and to execute
their Commands: By thefe Means they ob-
tained an unlimited Confidence in their Abilities,
a cheerful Submiffion to .their Authority, and -
an Aflurance of Succefs under. their Conduét. .
. Where perfonal Virtues and Qualifications,
by which the above Pretenfions are fupported,
are wanting, as in the fucceflive Eaftern Mo-
narchies; there other Arts are ufed to gain Ad-
miration, and draw Reverence to the Peifons
of their Princes, and blind Obedience to theig
Power. Thofe ftately Tyrants are, for the
molt part, fhut up in their Palaces, where every
Thing is auguflt about them : They feldom
fhew themfelves abroad to their People; and
. when they do, it is in the moft awful .and' afto-
nifhing Manner, attended by numerous Guards,
richly habited, and armed ; whillt their own
Perfons are covered with Pearl, and glitterin
with Diamonds ; and perhaps the Horfes an
Ele&ﬁants they ride on, ‘are all in a Blaze of
Gold and precigus Stones.

G4 " The
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- The demure Faces and deep Silence of their
Minifters and Attendants, contribute to fpread
the general Awe; which is ftill heighten’d by
the folemn Clangor of Trumpets, and other
warlike Sounds. All this prepares the gaping
and enchanted Multitude to fwallow with equa
Credulity and Wonder, the plaufible Stories’
artfully given out amongft them, of the fublime
-and celeftial Qualities of their Emperors, info-
much that even their. very Images. are wor-
fhipped. :
Indeed, in Countries where Liberty is efla-
blithed, and People think for themfelves, all the -
above Arts and Pretences would be ridiculous,
and fuch Farce and Grimace would be laugh’d
at: The Pcople have Senfe enough to know
that all this Profufion and Wealth are their own
. Spoils; that they muft labour and want, that
others may be idle aod "abound ; and they will
_fee that their Poverty is encreafed, and their
Miferies aggravated and mecked by the Ponip
and Luxury of their Mafters. .
- Amongft fuch People, virtuous and juft
A&tions, or the Appearance of virtuous and juft
A&ions, are the only Ways of gaining Efteem,
Reverence, and Submiflion: They muft fee, or
fancy they fee, that the Views and Meafures of
their Governors tend honeftly, and only to the
publick Welfare and Profperity, and they muft
find their own Account in their Obedience. A
Prince who deals thus with his People, can
rarely be in danger from difaffeCed Subjeéts or
gowerful Ncighgbours; his faithful People. will
¢ his conftant Guard, and finding théir own
Security in his Government, will be alwa
- : ready
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ready at his Call to take effeCtual Vengeance
upon thofe who fhall artempt to oppofe or un-

dermine his juft Authoyity.
. However, the wifeft and moft free People
are not without their Superftitions and their
Foibles ; and prudent Governors will take Ad-
vantage of them, and endeavour to apply them
to the publick'Benefir. The Romans themfelves
had their Dies faftos & nefaffos, their forrunate
and unfortunare Generals, and fometimes empty
Names have been efteemed Endowments and
Merit. . Another Scipio was appointed by the
Romans\to_demolith Carthage, which was firft
fubdued by the Great Scipio, and the Athenians
called for another Phormie for their War at

Lepanto. . :
- Generals and Minifters have been oftentimes:
- difgraced, even by wife Nations, for making
unfortunate Expeditions, or for unfortanate
Conduét in direting the Publick Affairs, whem
‘there was no Deceit, or want of Virtue in thofe
Generals and Minifters ; for if 2 Nation or an
Army takes anruniverfal, tho’ an unreafonable
Difgnft, at one or a few Men, it is ridieulous to
bring his-or their Intereft in Ballance with the
Satisfadlon and' Afle&ions-of Millions, or much
lefs than "Millions: “Prudent Princes therefore
have been always extremely cautious how they
employ’d Men m any confiderable Statien,who-
were either odious or contemptible; even tho”
‘jt-happen’d that they were innocently and us- .

fortunately fo. : ' i

' Indeed this can feldom kappen ; fora virtd-
eus and modeft Man will never thruft himfelf
inta the Service of his Prince, nor continue
: G g3 longes
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Jonger in it, than he is acceptable tothe Peaple:
He will know that he can do no real Good to
the Country, that will receive no Good at his
Hands ; That the Publick Jealoufy will mif-
reprefent his whole Conduét, and render his
beft Defigns abortive, and his beft A&ions vfe-
Jefs : That he will be a Clog and a-dead Weight
wpon the Affaits of his Prince ; and that the
general Diftafte taken at him, will by Degrees
make his Prince the Obijet of general Diftafte. .
But when Minifters bave defervedly incurr’d
the general Hatred ; when they have been
known to have employ’d their whole Power
and Intereft in Oppofition to the Publick In-
screft 5 when being trufted with a Nation’s
Aftairs, they have defperately projeéted, and
obftinately purfued Schemes big with Publick
-Ruin; when they have weakenej the Authority
- ot their Prince to ftrengthen their own, and
endangered his Safety for the Security of their
own  Heads, and the Proteftion of their
Crimes ; when they have thriven by the Pub-
lick Ruinycand ‘being the kpown Authors. of
.univerfal Cglamiti_cs,l;imgvvi')_ come the, proper
.Objects-of fych univerfal Deteftation, - as ot to
_have ooe rgal Friend. in their Country, or one
fincere: Advocate even.amnongft the many they
have bribed to be o : If, after all this, they
will goon to brave a Nation which: they have
before ruined, confidently continue at the Head
of Affairsg-and obftinately peifift to overturn
their King and Country ; this, 1fay, is aggra-
vating their Grimes, by an Infolence, whichne
Publick Refentment can equal..

"~ This
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-. T'his was the Cafe of Englend under the In-
fluence of Gw‘eﬁon and the two Spencers; and
this was the Cafe of the Netherlands under: the
Adminiftration of the Duke of ks ; whic
Minifters feverally ruined their Mafters an
their Country. . Nations under fuch woefull
Condu& and unlucky Conftellations, are oftemn
driven into Revolts, or. lofe all Courage to, de-
fend themflves, either againft the Aftacks froms
their Native T'raytors, or Foreign Invaders, ..
This is famouly verified in the Story ¢f th
Decemviri, a College of Magiftrates created by
the Romans for one Year, to-compile and efta-=
blith 2 Body of Laws: ThisTerm was thought
long enough, and undoubtedlp was fo ; but
thefe defigning ‘Men, under the plaufible Co-
- lour, of,.adding Two more Tables to the Teny
already ﬁnifbcg and publifhed; got'their §ttin
_prolanged for anothex Yeary nor at the ex irigg
of that; tho’ the Tw,’l"ab‘lcs weré added, 'did
they diflolve themfelves; but in. Defiance of the:
People who-ehofe them,-and now évery where
murmured againft then, as well as fuftered bg
them, continued their Authority,, . |
The City, of Rime faw it felf under 2 new
overnment ;. Deploratur .in. perpetuiim . likertasy,
nec vindex quifquam: extitit aus futurus-videtur =
The Conftitution was gone; and the’ all Mens
complained, yet none offered to help.  Whilft
the Romans were thus deﬁignding at Home; theyr
were defpifed Abroad : The neighbouring Na-
tions - were provoked, that Dominion f{heuld
fill fubfift in-a City,where-Liberty fubfifted no
tonger, The Roman Territories therefore were
irivaded by the Sabins and the Egnians. This
' ' . sesrifiedy
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terrified the Fa&ion, but 1 do not find it trou’
bled the People, who neither feared nor hated
foreign Invaders half fo much as their own
Domeftick Traytars. The defperate Parricides
determined rather to facrifice their Country than
lofe their Places; fo to War they went, but
with miferable Succefs. They' managed the
War no better than they did the State, and had'
no more Credit in the Camp than in the City =
The Soldiers would not fight under detefted:
Leaders, but ran away before the Enemy; and
fuffered a fhameful Rout. ‘ -
. Nor did this Lofs and Difgrace, at once un<
ufual and terrible to Rome, at all move the
Traytors to refign: They went on mifgovern-
i‘ng and debauching, till the Meafures of their-
Wickednefs being full, they were driven out of-
their Pofts by the Vigour of the State, and the-
Afliftance of the People. The two chief
Traytors were caft into Prifon, and the reft
into Banifhment. .
" This foon happily changed the State of Af-
fairs, and the Spirit of the People; who, ha«
ving got at length an honeft Adminiftration,,
and Governors whom they 'loved and trufted,
quickly beat the Enemy out of the Territories:
‘of Rome, that very Enemy, who in other Cir-,
cunftances had' beaten them.
‘- I Iam, &c.

'
> . -
7Y . . . DR PR

 §IR,
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SIR, C
Arcere fubjeltis & debellare fuperbos 5 vo pay
P well and hang well, to prot.zﬂ: the ’Intt,uoyi
cent, and punifb the Oppreflors, are the Hinges
and Ligaments of Government, the chief Ends
of Mens enterimg into Societies: To attain
thefe Ends, they have been content to pare with
their naturat l}‘i!guhts, a great Share of their
Subftance and Induftry; to quit their Equality,
and fubmit themfelves to thofe who had before
no Right to command them. For this, Mil-
lions live willingly #r an mnocent and fafe Ob-
fcurity, to make a few greit Men, and enable
" them at their Expence to fline in Pomp and
Magnificenee. !
But all this Pageantry is not defigned for
thofe who wear it: They carry about them the
Dignity of the Commonwealth: The Honoars
thfiy receive are Honours paid to the Publick
and they themfelves are only the Pillars an
PFmages upon which Natiomal Trophies are
hung ; for when they are divefted of thefe M-
fignia, nomotre Refpe& and Homage is due to.
them, than what refults from their own Vertue
and Merit : Yet fuch is the Depravity of hu-
mane Nature, that few can diftinguifh their
own Perfons from the Enfigns and Omaments
shey wear, ‘or therr Ducy-from theit Dignity :
ThereTeems to be a Judgment upon. all-Men
- in certain Stations, that they can never think kc:f
. the
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the Time when they have been, or may again
be out of them. = . L
" A good Migiftrate is the brighteff Chara&ter
uipon_Earth, 2s being moft conducive to the
Benefit.of Mankind ; and a’bad one is a greater
Monfter than ever Hell engendred: He is an
Enemy and Traytor to his own Species: Where
thereiisthe greateft T ruft, the betrayingit is the
greateft Treafon. TheFafces, the Judge, and
the Executioner, do not make the Crime, but
unifh it ; and the Crime- is pever the lefs, tho”
1t efcapes the Venfeanc,e due to i, Alexander,
who robbed Kingdoms and States, was a greater
. Felon than the Pyrate he . put, to death, tho’
no One was ftrong enough Yo infli& the fame
Punifhment upon himv Itis no more juft torob -
withRegiments or Squadrong,than by fingleMen,
or fingle. Ships ; for unlefs we-are- derermined
by the Juftice of the Altion, there can be no
riterion, Boundary, or fixX’d Mark, to ‘know
where the Thief ends and the Heroe begins.

Mutt little Villains then fubmit to Fate, . . - .
, That great Oxes may enjey the World in Spare >

Shall 2 poor Pickpocket be. kanged for filching
away a. lirtle loofe Money; end wholefale
Thieves, who rob Nations of a]l they have,.
be efteemed and honoured 7 Shall a Roguery be
fanétihed by the Greatnefs of it, and Impunity
be purchated, by deferving the higheft Punifhe
ment ?. Thjs is inverting the Ivatureof Things,.
confounding Vertue and, Vice, and.turning the

World topfy turvy...
T } "~ Men,
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. Men who are advanced to great Statfons, and
are highly honoured and rewarded at the Pubs
lick Coft, ought to: look upon themfelves as -
Creatures of thePublick,as Machinesereted and
fet up for Publick Emo]g.ment and Safety. They
ought to refle@, that thoufands, ten thoufands
of their Countrymen have equal, or perhaps
reater Qualifications than themfelves, and that |
lind Fortune alone has given them their pre:
fent Diftin&ion : That the ERtate of the Frees
holder, the Hazard of the Merchant, and the .
Sweat of the Labourer, all contribute to their
Greatnefs ; and when once tbc.{ can fee them-
felves in this Mirrour, they will think nothing
can be oo grateful, nothing too great or tog
azardoys, tobe done for fuch BenefaGors..
. They will confider that no uncommon Aps
plication, or diftinguifhing Abilities wil Tuf’cig
this Superiority ; that many of their Felloye
Subje&ts, poffefling equal Merit, take muck
more Pains for much lefs Confiderations; nay,
that the Bufinefs of their own Employments is
moftly executed by inferior Officers for fmnall
Rewards ; and confequently, sheir. great Ap~
‘pointments- are given to fecure their Fidelity,
and ‘pug them far above, and out of the Reack
‘of Bribery and Gorruption : ‘They ought not
.to have a Thought which is mean or little -
"Their Minds are not to be in the Dirt, whilft
their Heads are in theClouds: 'They ought to
infufe and infpire Vertue, Refolution, and pub-
Jick Spirit inta the inaétive Mafs, and be illu-
ftrious Examples of every -great and noble
Qualicy. A

Bat



136 CATO0s LETTERS.

But if they can fmk fo low bendath thems
felves; if they can fo far défcend from the Dig=
nity of their Charaers ; if -they ean chufe fo
to "grovel upon the Earth, when they may
afcend to the Heavens; and be fo poor and
abje&, as to combine and confederate with
Pickpockets and common Ro)gues ;. betray their
moft folemn T'rufls, and emg oy all their Power
and Credit to deftroy that People, whom the&
have cv:;{ Motive, which Heaven and Eart
can fuggeft, to prote&t and defend: Then, 1fay,,
fuch Wretches ought to be the Scomn and De-
teftation of every honeft Man'; and new Kinds
of Vengeance, new Tortures, and new Engines.
of Mifery ought ta be invented, to make theit-
Punifhments as inuch exceed common Punifh
‘ments, as their Crimes exceed thofe of the
worft fort of common Malefactors, and as their
Rewards furpafs thofe of the beft and worthieft
Citizens in other Stages of Life and Cirsum=
ftances of Fortune.

There is no Analogy between the Crimes of
private Men, and thofe of publick Magiftrates:-
%‘hc’ firf® terminate in the Death-or Sufferings.
of fingle Perfons;" the others. ruin_Milkions,
fubvert the Policy and Oeconomy of Mations,
and create genera] Wanr, and its Confequences,.
Difcontents, Infurre@ions, and Civil Wars ar
Home, and often make them a Prey to watch-
ful Enemies Abroad. But amongft the Crimes
which regard a State, Pecalatus, or robbing the
Publick, is the greateft; becaufé upon the
‘careful and frugal Adminiftration of the publick
"Treafure, the very Being of the Commen-
wealth depends. It 1s what myLord Co’e ealls it,

. tutela
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tutele pacis € firmamentum belli : And the em:
bezling it is Death by the Civil Law, and
" ought to be fo by all Laws. It is the worft
fort of Treafon, as it draws all other forts of -
Treafon after it: It difconcerts all the Meafures
of Government, and lays the Groundwork of
Seditions, Rebellions, and all Kind. of publick
Miferies.

But thefe, as well as all other Crimes which
affe the Publick, receive their Aggravation
according to the Greatnefs of the Perfons who
~ commit them; notonly as their Rewards are
larger, and their Temprations lefs, but as their
Example recommends, and, as it were, au-
thorizes and gives a Licence to Wickednefs.
No one.dares to punifh another for an Offence,
which he knows, and the other knows, that he
every Day commits himfelf.. One Great Man,
who gets an hundred thoufand Pounds by. cheat-
ing the Publick, muft wink and connive at an
hundred others who fhall wrong it of ten thou-
fand Pounds each; and they at ten times as many
more, who fhall defraud it of a thoufand ; and
fo on in lefler Progrefion, till the greateft Part
of the Publick Revenue is fwallow’d and de<
voured b{ great and little Plunderers. .

* It is therefore of the utmoft Importance to
the Security and Happinefs of any State, to
punifh in the moft exemplary'manner, all thofe
who are intrufted by it, and betray that Truft :
It becomes the Wifdom of a Nation, to give
ten thoufand Pounds to purchafe a Head, which
cheats it of Sixpence: Valerius Maximus calls
Seversty, the ﬂ[ure' Preferver and Avenger of Liberty:
- It is asmeceflary for the preventing of Tytanny,

: as
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as for the Support of it. After the Death of
the Sons of Brutus, executed by the Command
-of their own Father, and in his Prefence, we
hear no more of any Confpirators in Rome to
reftore the Tarquins; and had Marius, Cefar,
and other Corrupters of the People met with
the fame Punifhment, that gloricus Common-
wealth might have fubfifted to this Day. Le-
nity to great Crimes is an:Invitation to great-
er ; whereas Defpair of Pardon, for the moft
F;rt, makes Pardon ufelefs : 1f no Mercy were
ewn to the Enemies of the State, no State
would be overturned ; and if fmall or no Pu-
niﬂiﬁn;_ent is infli¢ted upon them, no State can
e
"~ Happy, happy had it been for this unhappy
People, if thefe important and eflential Max-
ims of Government had been duly regarded
by our Legiflators at the Revolution ; and I
with too, the fincere and hearty Endeavours
of our prefent Legiflators to punifh the Be.
trayers of the late unfortunate Queen had met
the defir'd Succefs ; for I doubt all our Mifs
fortunes have flowed from. thefe Sources, and
are owing to thefe Difappointments.

All Europe faw, and all good Men in it las
mented to fee, a mighty Nation brought to
the Brink of Deftruftion by weak and coqe
. temptible Inftruments; its Laws fuperf'ed(:’,
its Courts of Juftice corrupted, its Leéiﬂature
laid afide, its Liberties fubverted, its Religion
overturned, and a new one almoft introduced,
~and a violent and defpotick Government af-
fumed, which was fupported by Legions and
ap armed Force : They faw this brave P_coglig

. ' : tife

<~
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rife under the Oppreflion, -and like Anzens ,g’-’
ther Strength by their Fall : They -called
the Affiftance of the next Heir to the Crawn
to avenge himfelf and them; and when they
had by his Affiftance removed the Ufurpation
rewarded him with the prefent Pofleflion of
the Crown : But when they had all the defired
Succefs, and fubdued all they had fought with,
they foon found that, by the Treachery and
Corruption of their Leaders, they had loft al}
that they had fought for. <
Inftead of compleating their Deliverance,
and punifhing the Authors of their Calamities,
and facrificing them to the Manes of their
once loft Liberties ; upon the moft “diligent
Search, there was not a guilty Perfon to be
found ; not one who had contributed to theie
Misfortunes,” Three Kingdoms had been un.
done by Male.Adminiftration, and .no Body
had a Hand in it. This Tergiverfition gave
frelh Heart and Courage to the deﬁ)airing
Faltion : Some imputed it to Weaknefs an
Fear ; others to a Concioufnefs of Guilt for
what .we had done ; and all cried, out aloud;
- if there were no Criminals, there could be na
Crimes; whilft all honeft Men ftood amazed
and covered with Shame and Confufion at thefg
Proceedings. .
All the while our new Betrayers riotted in
their Sun-fhine, laugh'd at the unfeafonable
Simplicity and Folly of a few Whimficals, who
did not kpow what a Revolution was good for
They would not make a Rod for themfelves s
On the contrary, numberlefs were their Pro~
jeéts and Stratagems to amafs Riches and :F
. creals
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creafe their Power. They encouraged and
protected a general Prodigality and Corruption,
and {0 brought the Kingdom into the greateft
Neceffities, and then took Advantage of thofe
Neceflities : They got publick Money into
their Hands, and then lent that Money to the
Publick again for great Premiums, and at great
Intereft, and afterwards fquandred it away to
make Room for new Projefts : They made
Bargains for themfelves, by borrowing in one
Ca acit{ what they lent in another ; and by a
e of their prior Intelligence, and Knowledge .
of their own Intentions, they wholly governed
the National Credit, and raifed and deprefled
it at their Pleafure, and as they faw their Advan-
tage ; by which Means they beggar’d the Peo-
ple, and mortgaged all the Lands and the Stock
of the Kingdom, tho’ not (like the righteous -
Fofeph) to their Mafter, but to themfelves.. -
hus the Revolution and the Principles of
Liberty ran backwards again. The banifh’d
Tarquin conceived new Hopes, and made new
Attempts for a Reftoration ; all who had
fhared in the Benefits of the former wicked
Adminiftration ; all thofe who had ever been
the avow’d Enemies to'an equal Gdvernment
and imparvial Liberty ; all the grim Inquifi-
tors, who had affumed an uncontroulable So«
vereignty over the free and ungovernable Mind,
who have ever pretended a divine Right to
Roguery ; united in his Intereft : With thefe
joined the Riotous, the Debauch’d, the Ne-
¢eflicous, the: Xoot deluded Bigots, as well as
all fuch as had not received Rewards equal to
their fancied' Merit, and could siot bear t&icéa
- Q rs
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‘others” revel in Advantages, which their own
Ambitian and Cavetoulnefs. had before fwal-
lowed for themfelves. " - R :
. This formidable Party combined. againft:the
new eftablifh’d Government, made Earnings
of the Mif¢arriages and Corruptions of thofe
Mifcreants, . who by their vile and mercenary
Condu&t betrayed the beft Prince and be

Caufe.in the World, and feveral Times had
almoft overturned the new. reftored Liberty 5
but that the Gratitude and pérfonal Love o

the Péople to that great Prince, and the frefly
and lively Remembrance of - the Evils they had
fuffered, or had been like to have fuffered,
from the abdicated Family, ftill lpreﬁ:md him
upon the Throne, in fpight of all Attempts to
the contrary. However, -proper Advantages
were not:taken, neither in this nor the follow-
ing Reign, from the many Défeats of this reft-
lefs Faétion, which might have fettled the Re-
volutien upon fuch a Bafis,. as not to be fhaken
but together with the Foundations. of the
Earth. There was always a’ Lion in thé Way:
“The Figure, or the Number of the Confpira-
tors, or- the Difficulty of Dilcovery, or their
Intereft, Alliance, or Confederacy with Men
in Power, were the Reafdns whifpered ; but
the true one was concealed, namely, that one
guilty Perfon durft not heartily profecute ano-
ther: The Criminals had Stories to tell, Se.-
- crets not fit to be divulged ; for an innocent
and virtuous Mad alone dares undertake to
bring a great Villain to-deferved Punifhment :-
None but a Bruzus could have deftroyed Bru-

#us’s Sons,
Nothing
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- Nothing was ever done to re&ify or rpqulaté
the Education of. Youth, the Source of all our
other Evils; but Schools of. Literature were
{iaffered to continue under the Diseion of the
Encmies to all- found Literature and publick
Virtue : Liberty, being deferted by her old
Friends, fell of Courfe into the Hands of her
Enemies, and fo Liberty was turned upon Li-
berty: By thefe Means, the Difcontents were
fomented, the Evils. ftill encreafed, and the
Confpirators. ftill went on.. They "had now
ot new Tools to work with, jult forged, and
nt glowing hot from the Univerfities: A new
Generation arofe and appeared upon the pub-
kick Stage, who had mever feen or felt the
Misfortunes which their Fathers - groaned un-
der, nor believed more of them than what
they hdd learned from their Tuters: So that
all Things feemed. prepared for a new Revolu-
tion, when we were’ furprized by. a. Voice.
from Heaven, 'which promifed. us another De-
liverance. . . : :

- We have at laft, by the bounteous Gift of
indulgent Providence, 2 moft excellent King,
and a wife and uncorrupt Parliament; and yet
er——— But what .fhall [ (ay, or what {hall be:
1eft unfaid # ~——-I will go on. —— We have
a Prince, | {ay,; who is poffefled of every Vir-
. tue which can grace 4nd adorn a.Crown ; a
Parliamenr too, than whom England has never
chofen one better difpofed to do all thofe
Things, which every honeft Man in it wifhed,
and called for, and yet =——— by the Iniquity
of .the Times, or the Iniquities of partilslﬂan
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Men, we are flill ro. expe&t our Deliverance,
though I hope we fhall not expe& it long.

Publick Corruptions and Abufes have grown
upon.us : Fees in moft, if not in all Offices,
are immenfely increafed : Places and Employ~
ments, which ought not to be fold at all, are
fold for treble Values : The Neceflities of the
Publick have.made greater - Impofitions una-
voidable, and yet the Publick has' run very
much: in Debe ; and as thofe Debts have been!
encreafing, and the Pedple growisg- pdot, Sav
laries hdve been augmented, and Penfions mul-
tiplied ; I mean in the laft Reign, for 1 hope
there have been no fuch Doings in this.

- Our common Rogues now fcorn little PilS
ferings, and in the Dark ; *is all publick Rob-
bery, and at Noon Day; nor is it, as formerly,
for fmall § but -for the Ranfom of Kings,
and the Pay of ‘Armies: Figures of Hundreds
and Thoufandg ‘have loft their Ufe in Arith.’
metick : Plumbs alone are thought worth ga«
thering ; and they no longer fignify Hundreds
of Thoufands, but Millions: One Great Man,
who is fzid in a former Reign to have plundered
a Million and a Half, has made his Succeflors’
think as much to be their Due too: Pofleflion
of %reat Sumns is thought to give:a Title to
thofe Sums ; and the Wealth of Nations is
meafured out and divided amongft private
Men, not (as by the #eft-India Pyrates) with’
Shovels, but by Waggons.

The Dregs of the People and the Scum of:
the Alley can buy Isalian and German Sovereigns:
out of their Territories ; and their Levees have
been lately crowded with Swarms of degcn-

. ent
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dent Princes, like Roman Conflls, and Eaqffeis
Monarchs ; and I am told, that fome of them
have been feen afcending to, and defcending
from their Chariots, while they leaned u
the Necks of proftrate Grandees. Oh Liber-
.ty ! ftop thy Flight. Oh Virtue! be fome-
tﬂing more than a Name and empty Sound :
Return, oh return ! and infpire and aflit our
illuftrious Legiflators in the great Work the
have {o generoufly undertaken : Aflift, aflift,
i it be but to fave thofe who have always de-.
voutly worfhipped thee, and have paid conftant
Incenfe at thy Altars. : :
But what fhall be done ? Where is the Re<
medy for all thefe Evils ? We hope for it, we
expett it, we fee it ; and we call for it, from
the healing Hands of our moft gracious King,
and his dutifu] Parliament. There is a Cri
in the Health of Governments, as well as of.
private Perfons, When Diftempers are at the.
worft, they muft mend, or the Patient dies :
And when the Cafe is defperate, bold and re-
folute Methods muft be taken, or he will be
fuffered to die for fear of his dying, —— What
then is the Remedy ? ~— We muft begin with
lett':dg out fome of our adulterate and corrupt
Blood, one Drop of which is enough to con-
taminate the Ocean : We muft firft take full
Vengeance of all thofe we can difcover to be
guilty, and ufe them as Citizens do Shoplifters;
that is, make thofe who are caught, pay for.
dll that is ftolen. Let us not, Oh, let us not
fuffer the Sins of all Ifree! to be at this Time
of Day laid upon the Head of the Scape-Goat.

When
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When we have taken this-firft and neceﬂag
Step to prevent an Apoplexy or malignant E-
ruptions, let us prefcribe ftrong Emeticks, pro-
Eer Sudorificks, and effe€ual Purgatives, to
ring up or throw off the noxious Juices and
morbifick Matter that oppreffes us, and fo
wholly to eradicate the Caufes of our Diftem-
per. But above all, and for the Sake of all, let
us avoid the beginning with Lenitives and pal-
liating Medicines, which will only cover and
foment our Evils, make them break out more
violently, and at laft perhaps turn into dan-
gerous Swellings and epidemical Plague-Sores,
and by fuch Means fpread a general Infe&ion :
Let us not fuffer any of our great or little
Rogues to efcape publick Vengeance.
. When we have, by thefe vigorous Methods,
removed the peccant Humours which are the
Springs and Sources of our Diftemper, let us
ufe proper Applications, gentle Remedies, and
wholfome Diet, to correft and reify the Mafs
of remaining Blood, to invigorate and renew
our Conftitution, reftore it to its firft Princi-
ples, and make it found and a&tive again:
Let us fee where it abounds, and where it
wants, and whether the fanguine, the phleg-
matick, or the bilious predominates, and re-
duce them all to a proper Ballance : Let us
look back and examine ftiictly, by what Ne-
gle&, by what Steps and Gradations of In-
temperance or Folly, we are brought into the
prefent Condition, and refolve to avoid them
for the future.
Let us try no more Projefts, no more kna-
vi({:r%(perimentsg let us have no more Quack-

L. L H ing,
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ing, no more to do with Empericks. Let us
alt openly and above-board for the Publick
Intereft, and not hang out falfe Colours to
catch unwary Preys. Let us plainly tell at
firft what we mean, and all we mean : If *tis
honeft and advantageous, every goed Man will
defend it, and affift in it ; if otherwife, it ought
not to be defended at all, -

This is the Way, and the only Way, to pre:
ferve and long continue the ineftimable Bleffing"
of our prefent Eftablifhment : Let the People
. fee the Benefit of the Change, and there is

no Fear that they will be againft their own
Intereft ; but State Quacks may harangue and
fwear till thr;y are black in the Face, before
they will perfwade any one to believe that he
_is in perfe& Health, who feels himfelf fick at
Heart. Men in fuch Circumftances are al-
ways reftlefs, always tumbling about from Side
to Side, and changing every Pofture for pre-
fent Eafe, and fo oﬁen bring Death upon
themfelves, by trying prepofterous Remedies
to aveid it,

I am, &c.

To
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ot

. - . ) ' b
To the Author of the London Journal, . v
“ John Ketch, Efg; fendeth Grmz"ng;' o

S1I -R.o' o L

N a general Call For’r]u&icc from an'id-

jurd Nation, 1 beg leave to put_in my
Voice, being my felf an eminent Sufferer in
the ill Fate of my Country, which no other-
‘wife gains than as I do, by the Exaltation of
Rogues. Qur Interefts, ‘in- this Refpet, are
the fame. And as it would be very-hard that
the Bloodfuckers of the People fhould not
make the People fome Amends, by reftoring
the Blood they have fuckd; fo it would be as
hard that 1, who am the Finifher of Juttice,
‘fhould not have Juftice done me, o
" From my beft Obférvation upon publick Af-
falrs, laft Summer, 1 fgromiff:d‘ my felf that I
dhould certainly have full Hands this laft Win-
ter ; 1 therefore applied my felf with fingular
Diligence to gain the utmoft Perfe&ion -and
Skill in the Calling wherein God and the Law
‘hath placed me :'For, I did not think it at all
laudable, or'%rceable to a good Confcience,
to accept a Poft, without lﬁroper' Talents and
Experience, “to. execute ‘the fame'; however
cuftomary and common fuch a Pradtice might
‘be : And therefore, without prefuming to fol-
low the illuftrious Ex:irlnple of my Betters, ﬁ'n
S Ha this

‘1
oL
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this Matter, I thought it became me to become
my Poft. In_truth, Sir, if this Maxim had
prevailed, “where it fhould have prevailed ;
and if my Brethren in Place had ‘as well un-
derftood, and as honeftly executed, their feveral
Trufts; as I do mine, we fhould have had a
very different Face of Things, nor would I
have had Occafion for Journeymen.

Thus, Sir, I was firmly and honettly n{)efolved
that the Excution of Juftice fhould *not- ftick
with me, where-ever elfeit ftuck.. .Moreover,
at, a Time when every Thing, but Hanefty,
bore a double Price, 1 bought up a great Quan-
‘tity of Silken Halters, for the fole Ufe and
“Benefit of any-of .our topping Pickpocke
~who fhauld be found to have noble. or gentee
Blood ‘about .them, N. B. This Complement
was not intepded for the Direftors, who muft
gxped to wear the fame valediftory Cravat
which i1s worn by fmall Felons, who come un-
der my Hands, every Seffion : But I have fet
‘apart a good round Quantity of thefe delicate
filken Turngvers Tor ‘the Benefit and Decora-
tipn of -divers worthy Gentlemen, whom I
have mark’d out for my. Cuftomers in the —;
but whom ' it:would not be good Breeding in
ane, as yet, to name.; but I hope they will
prove rare Chaga. . :
~ 1did likewife befpeak, ‘at leaft, a Dozen cu-
rious Axes, ﬁ)ick and fpan new, with rare fteel
Edges ; the fitteft'that could be made, for di-
viding nobly betwixr the Head and ‘the Shoul-
ders 'of any dignified and illuftrious Cuffomer of
mine, ‘Who has, either by Birth or by Place, a
Right to dic at the Eaft End of the ov{\xri. ‘

. : o ow,
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Now, Sir, it unluckily happens, that T can-
not pay for any of the Implements of Nattonal’
Juftice, -and- of my Trade, till I have -ufed
them : And my Creditors, though ‘they own'
foe to be an honeft Man, yet wanting Faith
in all publick Officers, begin ‘to fear that 1
fhall never pay for them atall. Itis, in truth,
a fenfible Difcouragement to them and me; -
that I have had fo little to do this Winter,,
when there appeared fo much to be done in’
my Way. Sure never poor deferving Hang4
man had fuch a fhameful Vacation. - :

As having a Paft, I have confequently the
Honour of being a true Member of the Church
of England, as by Law eftablifhed ; and there-
fore under thefe Difappointments I' comfort
mg felf with fome Patience, and more Beer.
T have befides that, this further Confolation,
~that if our Canary Birds find Wings to efcape’
e, neither the Blame nor the Shame fHalt lie
at my Door. , : Teeh T
- You fee, Sir, I hate- Mént,' and’ yet you
fee I labour under Difcouragements enough to
fcare any Succeflor of mine from accepting this
negleCed and pennilefs Poft, till he has a fuf-
ficient Sum o Momfe_y in Hand paid, zmge‘ar

ood Pénfion for' Life, as is ufuial upon'lefs
ccaftons, together with ample Provifton 'for
his Children after him. =~ -

But, in fpight of all thefe Difcouragements,
I am determined to live in Hopes of fome tops
]ilng Cuftomers before the Seffion is ended.
The Publick and I muft certainly get at laft =
God knows we have been eminent Sufferers ;
we bave been' defrauded-bn every-Side.

: H3 Being
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Being bred a Butcher, I can comfort my faid
Cuftomers with an Affurance, that I have 2
delicate.and ready Hand at.cutting-and tying;
1o let them take Heart, the Pain ‘is. nothing,
and will.be foon over; 1 am only forry *tis fo
long a coming : ;No Man can be pleafed with
being defrauded of his juft Dues.

- 1 have one Confolation, Sir, which never
leaves me, namely, that tho’ my Poft has not
been fo profitable a one as for fome time paft it
fhould have begn, yet it has been a fafe one. I
doutt not byt many of my Brethren in Place
would be glad if they could fay as much. T
am moreover of Opinion, That my Poft has
for a Year paft been one of the moft honeft and
creditable Pofts in England ; nor would I
change Circumftances or CharaCter with fome
that hold their Hea?__s very high, and may hold
them higher ftill before I have done with them.
I am fure it cannot be denied, that the Hang-
man of London has for the above Space of
Time been a repurable Officer, in comparifon
——The Truth is, they have got more Money
than I, but 1 have more Reputation than they ;
and I hope {aon to go Snacks withfome; of them
in their Rfloncy e A
" ITknqw that Knaves of State. require a great
dezl /of Form and Ceremony before they are
commited to my Care ; fo that 1.am not much
furprized that T have not yet laid .my Hands
ypon cettain exalted Criminals. 1 hope how-
ever when. they come, a good Number will
came at once. - But there is a Parcel of noto.
rigus and forry Sinners, called Brokers ; Fellows
of fo little Confequence; that few of gxern
- i ° A ave -

e - 1
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_have Reputation enough to ftand €andidatcs
for my Place, were the fame vacant, (which
"God forbid !) and yet Rogues.fo fwoln with
Guilt, that poor Derwentwaser and Kenmuré (my
two laft Cuftomers) were Babes and petty

. Larceners to them. Now thefe are the Hang-

Rp%!ue‘s I would be keeping my Hand in ufe
w‘t »
Sir, I have been with Counfel about them,
and my Lawyer ftands amazed that I have not
“had them already : *“ But, fays be, Mr. Kezch,
* I forefaw that the Brokers were only the
"¢ Pimps of great Rogues, who were them-
¢ felves the Pimps of greater: So that were
“ thefe Vermin to go up to Tyburn, they would
* draw many more after them, who would
¢ likewife draw others — So, depend upon ir,
¢ the Lyon, if he can, will fave the Jackall :
. And hence it proceeds, Mr. Ketch, that tho’
it is hard, yetitis not ftrange, that thofe
. Rogues, whom all Men wifh in your Hands,
% are not yet there” S .
He then told me how the Brokers have vio-
Jated that A& of Parliament, which allows
them but T'wo.and Ninepence for tranfalting a
:Hundred 'Pounds Stock, by taking or ratlgxer
exaling twenty Shillings, and fometimes five
Pounds.” I hope, when 1 come to’ ftrip them,
.ot to.commute for ftripping them, I fhall
‘be allowed to tete out to them the fame
‘Meafure, - - ,
, l—&e told ms likewife, that during the Réign
of Raguery, they fold, for no body but the Di-
rectors, and their Betters ;. whereas they were
-abliged in Duty to have fold for all Men ‘alike,
ol S © O A who
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who employed them. Their Office is an Office

of Trul{: as well as that of the Dire&tors.
They aét, or ought to' a&, under the Re-
ftritions of an A&t of Parliament, under the
facred Obligation of an Oath, and under Ties
“and Pepalties of a Bond ; by all which they are
obliged to difcharge their Duty impartially
betwixt Man and Man, and for one Man as
foon as another. Now it is well known that
they broke their Truft to the Publick; that
they ceafed to be common and indifferent Offi-
“cers in the Alley ; and yet retaining the Name
“and Pretence of their Office, (by which they
alfo retained the Power of deceiving,) they be-
came only Spies and Lyars for the Diretors
and their Managers, and Sellers for them only.
‘Chey were therefore Criminals of the firft
Clafs, and principal Agents in the publick Mif=
chief ; for, had they not a&ed thus for one Side
“alone, the Direttors could not have fold out
‘much at high Prices, nor would others have
bought in at thofe Prices : So that they are to
be confidered not only as the Inftruments of
‘greater Traytors, tho’ in that Chara&er they
are liable to be hanged; but as wilful and de-
liberate Confederates with thofe Traytors; and
confequently, merit every Punifhment, which
thofe higher Traytors merit.

My Counfel faid too, That there were fome
Crimes of fo high and malighant a Nature,
that, in the Perpetration of them, all Acceffa-
ries were confidered as Principals ; That thofe
who held a Man till he was murdered, were
Murderers ; That thofe who voluntarily held a
‘Candle to others, who robbed a Houfe, ;vcre

: them-

-
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themfelves Robbers ; and that in committing of
“Treafon, all are'Fraytors who have had a Hand
in that Treafon, - e T ‘

. He faid, That the Brokérs were free Agents,
independent of all Companies, and no more
attach’d, in point of Duty, to the Sonth-Sea,
than to any other; That being fus juris (as he
called it) they could not excufe their wicked
Dealings by the pretended Commands and Au-
thority of any Superiors, asfome of the Sout)-
Sea Officers might plead, for that the Dire&ors:
were not their Superiors ; That theit Rogueriés:
therefore were voluntary and deliberate Rogue-
ries ; and that having wilfully finned with the
DireQtors, they ought in Juftrce to fuffer with

_ the Diref¥ors, and hang with them.

He told me, That having Share of the Gain
of Villainy with the Dire€tors, they ought to
have their Share of the Halter too. They tranf-
ated great Sums for themfelves ; tho’ the Law,
which eftablifh’d them, enaéls, 'Fhat they {halk
neither Buy nor Sell for themfélves ; which is
bighly reafonable; for how can any Mari tranf-
aé&t honeftly for another, whilft-beis felling to-
kim hisown Stock ¥ C ’

He faid, They deceived' every:Man into his:
ewn Ruin, and ruin’d the Natton to enrich the:
Direftors and themfelves: They fold theirown:
Stock, and that of the Direttors, under falfe-
and fifitious Names, eontrary to the Obliga-
tion of their Bond ro the City, which obliges
sthem to declare the Name of the Seller to the

~ Buyer, as wéll as the Name of the Buyer to the
Seller; for they knew that no Man would have
Beerr willihg to buy,; had ke known that the
e Hyg Brokers:
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Brekers and-DireSlors were in. hafte:to felb
,'Ifans they uled f: e Dice,-and blinded Men’s
Eyes to pick their Pockets. * And' furely,
o Mr. Rerch, - fuys the - Coynfellor, if he who
© % picks a Man’s Pocket is to be-hanged, the
«“ Ilalogucs- that pick the Pockets of the whole
¢ Caquntry, ought to be hanged, drawa, and
“ quarteréd. .- N
‘But what was moft remarkable of all in what
the Caunfellor told me, and what indeed gives
me moft Heart, is, that unlefs the Brokers are
hanged, it will be fcarce poflible any Body elfe
fhould Le hanged. If this be true, their Doom
is cerrain, and I fhall be able to fupport m
Squirefhip before Eaqfter. For, furely we fhall
never fave mighty Knaves, for the Sake of
faving little ones; and if fo be it is determined
to gratify the Nation with a competent Store of
Hanging and Beheading, certainly we muft do
every thing neceffary thereunto. .
“"Now, fays my Counfel, if the Brokers do
“ not difcover the Secrets which they beft
¢ know, but which they will never difcover,
& if they. canfave their Necks and Purfes with-
“ out doing it ; then, I doubt me, Juftice will be
. % impotent-for want,of Evidence. But, if they
““ fnd that they can-fave nothing bg)thcir Si-
¢ lence, they will tell all to fave fomething.
% They are.hardened Rogues, and by falfe
* Qaths, and under-hand Dealing, will skreen
“¢ all that are as'bad as themfelves ; but gripe
‘“ them well, and ten to one but you fguecze
¢ the Truth out of them. .
. For all which Reafons, Mr. Keteh, (con-
‘¢ tinued be) 1hope foon to give you Joy of the
. ** Brokers
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# Brokers, as well as of better Cuftomers®——
And 1o he difmifs’'d me,: without taking a Fee 5
for, he told me,  he confider’d me as an eminent
Sufferer, by having as yet got Nothing,. where
lée \lwiﬂ)’d I had, before this Time, got a great

eal. . ,

This, Sir, is the Subftance of what pafied
between us, for which I am fo much obliged to
him, that if ever he falls in my way,I'll ufe
him with the like Gdnerofity ; and I will owe

ou,. Mr, Foarnalift, the fame Favour, if you’ll
ge'fo kind to publifh this. * Co
. 1f you knew me, Sir, you would owa that
I have.valuable Talents, and am worth your
Acquaintance. | am particularly poflefled of a
praife-worthy Induftry, and an ardent Defire of
Bufine3~—]n truth, 1 care not to be idle; and
yet it.cruelly happens, that I hawe but one bufy
‘Day in fix Weeks, and even then I could de
rwiceas much.:  Befides, having a vender Hearr,
it really affeGts me with Pity, to be obliged to
ftrangle {0 many Innocents every Seflions; poor
harmlefs Offenders, that only commit Murders
and break open Houfes, and rob Men of
Guineas and Half-Crowns; while wholefale
Plunderers,” and mighty Rogues of Prey, the
avowed Enemies and Hangmen of Honefty,
Trade, and Truth, the known Promoters of
Villainy, and the mercilefs Authors of Mifery,
Want, and general Ruin, go on to ride in
Coaches and Six, and to defy a People whom
they have made poor and defperate ; potent
Parricides, who have plundered more from this
.t}ihgdom in Six Months, than all the private

hieves and Highwaymen ever did, or could
do, fince the Creation. i
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Sir, Lrepeat it, that the hanging of fuch poor
.Felons only, as things now ftand, is compara-
" tively fhedding innocent Blood : And fo, for

the Eafe of my Mind, I beg that I may have
thofe fent me, whom I may trufs up with a fafe
Confcience. My Teeth particufarly water,
and my Bowels yearn, at the Name of the
Brokers ; for God’s fake, let me have the
Brokers.
Upon the whole, Sir, 1 have Reafon to hope
from_the prefent Spirit raifed in the Nation,
-(and, they fay, it isin a great Meafure owing
to you, that there is fuch a Spirit raifed;) 1 fay,
1 hope foon to have the fingering of the T'hroats
- of thefe Fraitors, who have fingerd all the
Money in.the Nation. Their own. Guilt, and
the inceflant Cry of the People, will weigh
them down, in fpite of all Arts and Skreens,
N. B. I have a nice Hand at touching a Neck of
Quality ; and when any fuch Cuftomers come,
I fhall be ready to give you Joy of it, as well
as to receive the like from you,

Who am, Si, : ;
" Toar i;om'ng Frim;!, .

JOHN KETCH.

S IR,



CATO0s LETTERS. 57

S IR,

Rom the prefent Spirit of this Nation, it s
ftill further evident to me, what I have
always thought, that the People would con-
ftantly be in the Interefts of ‘Fruth and Liberty,

. were it _not for external Delufion and external
Force. Takeaway Terror,and Men never would
have been Slaves: Take away Impofture, and
Men will never be Dupes nor Bigots. The People
when they are in the Wrong, are generallyin the
Wrong thro’ Miftake ; and when they come to
know it, are apt frankly to corre& their own
Faults. Of which Candor in them Muaebiave!
has given feveral Inftances, and many more
might be given. .
- But it is not fo with Great Men, and the
Eeaders of Parties; who are, for the moft
part, in the Wrong thro’ Ambition, and con-
tinue in the Wrong thro’ Malice. Their In-
tention is wicked, and their End criminal ; and
they commonly aggravate great Crimes by
greater. As great Dunces.as the Governors ot
Mankind often are,’ (and God knows they are
often great enough, ) they are neverT'raytors out

of meer Stupidity. :
Machiavel {ays, That no wife Man needs decline
#he Fudgment of the Pevple in the Diftribution of
Offices and Honours, and fuch particular Affairs,
(in which I fuppofe he includes Punifhment)
Jor in thofe Things they are almuoft :‘nfaﬂible.l . i
cou
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. 1I cfguld giv; g!any. Ig‘{}-agces dvﬁxcrﬁl the l;lclo“-
. pleof England have judged and do judge right ;
as they always..would, were they aot..milled.
They are, particularly, unanimous in their
- Opinion, That we ought by no Meass to part
with Gibraltar; and this their Opinion is ground-
ed upon the fame Reafons that fway the wifeft
Men in this Matter. ST s
. They likewife know, That an Esglifo War
with Mufcevy, would- be downright Madne(s;
for that, whatever Advantage: the fame 'mighe
be to other Countries, it would grievoufly hurt
the Trade and Navy of Esgland, without hurt-
ang the Crar. - ..
.. They know too, That a Squabble between
$pain and the Emperor about Iraly; could not
much affedt England; and that therefore were
wwe ta go to Wad with either,. upon that Ac-
<count; as Things pow fiand, itcould notbe for
the Sake of England. T
- They know, That our Men of War might be
always as honeflly employed in defending our
‘Frade, by which aur Country fublifts, from
she Pepiedarions of Pyrates, as in-conguering
Kingdonis- for thdfe, to whom the Nation-is
wothing-obliged, or in deferding Provinces with
which the Nation hasnothing ta doy and from
-which it reaps no Advantages. v
They know, That it 1s of great Concern-
ment to any People, that the Heir Apparent to
4heir Crown be bred amengft them ; not only
‘that he may be reconciled, by Habit, to their
Guftoms and Laws, and grow in Love with
their Liberties; but that at his Acceffion to the
Throne, he may not be engroffed and befet by
. ] Foresgn-
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Foreigners, who will be:always in the Ingerefts
.of another Country, and confequently will be
attempting to miflead him into. Meafures mif~
chievous to his Kingdom, and-advantageous to
‘themfelves, -or their own Nation.

The People know, That thofe are the beft
Minifters, who do the moft Good to their"
Country, or rather the leaft ‘Mifchief: The
can feel Mifery and Happinefs, as well as tho
that govern them; and will always, in fpight
of all Arts, love thofe that do them a fenfible
Good, and abhor, as they ought, thofe that
Toad them with Evils. Hence proceeds the Po-
pularity, and the great and unenvied Chara&ters
*of our prefent Governors ; who, befides the me-
morable and profperous Projets which they
.have brought to Maturity, for the Good of
Great Britain.and Ireland, would likewife have
obliged us with another Prefent, but very few
Years fince, which would have compleated all
the reft, if we bad had the Courtefy to have
accepted it. , '

- It is certain, that the People, when left to
themfelves, do gemerally, if not alwgys, judge
well ; we have juft now a g]a;inf Inftance of it
in the loud and unanimous Call of all Men,
that Mr. Knight may be brought over; 1 fay,
the Call of all Men, except the Diretors and
their Accomplices. Nay, the People judge well,
as to the Caufe of his going away ; they more
than guefs for whofe Sake, and by whofe Per-
fuafion, he went ; and they are of Opinicn
that, were he here, the Trials of Guiit in the
Houfe of Ccmmons would be much fhorter,
and the Tower of London flill more nol?ll);. i[é-

abited.
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habited. I am indeed furprized that he is not

“already in London, confidering of what Confe-
quence it is to have him here, both-to publick
and to private Men. o

Whether the DireGors and' their Mafters
fhall be punifhed or no, is to me one and the
fame Queftion, as to ask, whether you will
preferve your Conftitution of no, or whether
you will have any Conftitution atall ? It is a
‘Contention of Honefty and Innocence with
Villainy and Falfhood ; i is a Difpute whether

“or no you fhall be a People ; it is a Struggle,
and, if it is baulk’d, will, in all probability,
be the laft Struggle for old En%:ijb Liberty.
All this is well underftood by the People of
England. _

ow, tho’ the inferior Knaves are in afair
way of being hang’d, yet our Top-Traytors,
having tranfatted all their Villainies in the
South-Sea with Mr. Kpight alone, or- with
Mr. anigbt chiefly, will think themfelves al-
ways fafe, {0 long as they cankeep him abroad;
and while he continues abroad, the Nation’s
Vengeance can-never be half compleat.

As to my own particular, I am fo fanguine
in this Affair, that the very Reafons commonly
given why he will not be brought over; are to
me very good Reafons why he will Be brought
over : I cannot but: wonder to hear any Doubts
about it. 1 am fure thofe Who- fuggeft fuch
Doubts, muft fuggeft with the fame Breath

‘very terrible Crimes againft fome very confider-
able Men.

The Bufinefs of bringing over Mr. Knight-is
become the Bufinefs of the Miniftry, and in-

cumbent
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cumbent on them only. It is become their Duty
to their MafterKing G EO RG E, as they would
preferve entirely to him the AffeCtions of a
willing and contented People, by fhewing them,
that in Confideration of their mighty Wrongs
(which the faid Miniftry did all in their Power
to prevent) they fhall have all fair Play for
‘Juftice and Reftitution. And it is in this refpeét
too become the Duty of the Miniftry to the
People, whofe Humours it is their Bufinefs to
~watch, and whofe Interefl it is their Bufinefs to
ftudy, as much as the Intereft of the King
himfelf ; and it muft be owned to the Praife of
the prefent Ser, that they have conftantly con-
fulted and purfued the one as much as the other,

- with equal Skill and Honefty ; and fo far King
and People are equally obliged to them.

As to the perfonal Interefts of the Minifters
‘themfelves I fay nothing, the fame being fup-
pofed always firmly linked with the other two,
as doubtlefs it is at prefent. Let me only add
here, that the bringing over Mr. Knight isa
Duty which they owe to themfelves, their own
Chara&ters being intimately concerned in it ;
otherwife — A
. People indeed begin to fay, that the fuppref-
fing oF Evidence ought to be taken ‘for Evi-
dence, as in the Cafe of Mr. Aiflabie, who
burn’d the Book which contained the Evidence.
There is a noble Perfon too, faid to be
mentioned in the Report of the Committee,
not to his Advantage ; but I thank God, now
ful}y vindicated by Patriots as incorrupt as him-
felf, upon the fulleft Proof of his Innoc¢nee ;
and if his Acquittal did not meet the univerfal
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Concurrence of all. prefent, it could be owi
-only ta Mr, Knight’s riat being at hand to fpe:i'
.what he knew :" Had he made his Appearance,
there had never ‘been "3 Divifion "upon the
Queftion, bur all would have been then as
-unanimous in their Sentiments about that Great
Man’s Integrity and clean Hands, .as all the
reft of the Kingdom at prefent are : However,
Reputation is fo nice a'Pl'bin , that it cannat
be made too clear ; and therefore we are fure
.of the hearty Afiiftance of this illuftrious Patriot
to bring.over Mr. Knight, if poflible, ro make
his Vindication yet more compleat. . ™ °
It is alfo the Intereft of. another Great Perfon,
equal to the firft in Power and Innocence, and
-who, without doubt, has taken common Mea-
fures with him far the Publick Good, and will
equally fhare in the grateful Applaufe of good
‘Men, and the Reproach of bad; for no De-
grees of Virtue will pur any one beyond the
Reach of Envy and Calumny, and therefore
we cannot be fure that his ftrenpous and bare-
faced Prote&tion of innocent and opprefled
Virtue will not be mifinterpreted by popular
Clamour, which mifapplies often eftablifhed
and well-known Truths ; as; that no one who
has not:Part of the Gain: will adapt part of the
Infamy ;. that it is the Property of Innocence
to abhor Guilt in others, as well as nat te
pra&life the fame itfelf, and to punifh as well as
to hate it; that na Man who is. not a Thief,
will be an Advocate for a Thief ; that Rogues
are belt prote&ted by ‘their Fellows ; and that
the ftrongeft Motive any Man can,_ have for
{aving another from the Gallows, is the Fear lc;t'
: the
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the fame Punifhment for the fame Crimes: And
tho’ thefe and a thoufand other fuch unwarrant-
able Imputations ought not, and have not made
the leaft Impreflion upon one confcious of bis
own Virtue ; yet it is every Man’s Duty, a8
well as Intereft, to remove the moft diftant
Caufes of Sufpicion from himfelf, when he can
do it confiftent with his publick Duty: and
therefore weare equally fure of this Great Man’s
Endeavours too for bringing over Mr. Kriz/z.
" Evenfome of our Legiflators themfelves have
not been free from Calumny, who are all con-
cerned to have their Charaéters vindicated; and
therefore we may be fire, will, in the higheft
Manner, refent any Prevarication, or trifling
Chicane, if fuch a Procedure could be poflibly
fuppofed in an Affair of this nice Importanceto
all England, as well as to many of themfelves.
Nay, the whole Parliament of England, whe
have generoufly undertaken the Scrutiny of the
late black Knaveries, and the Punifhment of the
Kbnaves, are nearly concerned to fee Mr. Knight
brought over. They find, in their Enquiries,
his Teftimony often refer’d to, and that the
Evidence is not compleat without him. Theg
know already a good deal of what he coul
fay ; and I doubt not but he could fay mor
than they know. They have once addrefs’
his M?jeﬂty already about bringing him over,
and 1 fuppofe will again, if he does not come
fpeedily. The Bufinefs of the whole Nation
oes, as it were, ftand fill for it ; fzeing it is
‘become the Bufinefs and Expeftation of the
whole Nation, .’ : o

As
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As to Remoras from abroad, T cannot fee
Room for any Quite otherwife; I always
thought it vcr'{' fortunate for England, that
Mr. Knight fell into the Emperor’s Hands ; a
Prince for whom we have done fuch M;gb:y
fuch Heroick Favours; for whom we confume
our Fleet in the Mediterranean, for whom we
guarantee’d Iraly, for whom we preferved and
conquered Kingdoms ; a Prince, in fine, for
whofe Service we have wafted Years, Fleets,
and Treafures: And can it be alledged or fup-
pofed, with the Appearance of common Senfe
that this great Prince, the ftri& Friend, old
Confederate and faft Ally of England ; a Prince
who has been, asit were the Ward of England,
and brought up in its Arms ; fupported by its
Intereft and Counfels, proteted and aggrandiz’d
by its Fleets and Armies, will, againft all the
Principles of good Policy, and againft all the
Ties of Gratitude and Honour, fly in the Face
of his Friends and Benefaors, by refuﬁn% to
deliver up to this Nation and this King, a little
Criminal, fmall in his Charaler, but great in
his Crimes, and of the utmoft Confequence to
England, in the purfuit of this great Enquiry,
which merits the Confideration, and commands
the Attention of every Englifbman ?

We could draw up a long, a very long Lift
of good Deeds done, and expenfive Favours
fhewn to the Emperor ; without being afraid
of being put out of Countenance by any Ger-
man Catalogue of Returns made us from Vienna,
Perhaps there may have been fome Cour-
tefies procured from thence by England ; but
we would ask, Whether they were intended

ar
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or procured for Esgland 2 It feems to me, that
this is the firft Time of asking for our felves :
And fhall we, this firft Time, be denied ?
Will fuch an humble Mite be refufed for Mil.
lions frankly beftowed, and beftowed beyond
all Conjeture and Expe&ation ? It cannot
be ; nor, if it could, ought it to be born.
We know how to fhew, that we have Senfe
as well as Power, and Refentment as well as
leﬁra“g. . N N
The Emperer therefore cannot be fufpe&ted
in this Matter ; I dare fay he will comply with
our Demands, as foon as they are made, what.
ever they be. He will not put fuch Contempt
.upon-us, who have purchafed more Refpet
at his Hands, Befides, it‘is confidently affert-
‘ed, that Mr. Knight io‘ngs to be at Home;
which I am apt to believe: He knows, that
the kind Counfel given him, to go away, was
not given him for his own Sake: And has Rea-
fon to fear, that thofe who fent him away, will
keep him away. There is Laudanum in Flan-
_ 'ders, as well as in England, and That or a Poig-
‘nard may thwart his beft Inclinations to return,
If that fhould happen, we are at Liberty to
think the worft ; and, I doubt, we cannot think
too bad. Unhappy Man! he was not a Knave
for himfelf alone; and I am apt to believe,
‘were he here, he would honeftly betray thofe
Men to the Publick, for whom be wickedly
betray’d the Publick. '
" Thus then, in all Likelihood, neither the
Emperor nor Mr. Knight are to be blamed, if
Mr. Kuight does not return. But whether he
is willing or no, the Emperor has no Right,
: no
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" tiv Pretence to keep him. Who will then be
to blame, if the univerfal Cry of Juftice, and
of the Nation, fhould not have its Effe&t ?
‘The Queftion is eafy, were the Anfwer pru-
dent to give. In Truth, there needs no An.
fwer ; all Mankind will know how to folve
this Difficulty.

- An honourable Meffenger has been gone near
Six Weeks, and yer the Commons have Occa-
fion to addrefs his Majefty to know whar An.
fiver he has fent, Wondérful, in a Cafe that is
of fo much Importanee, and which requires fo
much Expedition, and fo little Ceremony ! I
have fometimes ti\ought; a Courier muft needs
have been difpatch’d to England “about it lon
fince, but that he was way-laid, and murdere
by our Confpirators or their Agents, upon the

oad. This may feem a ftrange Fancy ; but,
without being very aged, I have lived long
enough to think nothiniﬁrange e | have
not been once amazed thefe Six Months !

_ In the mean time, the Bufinefs of the Com-
mittee, Which is the Bufinefs of Grear Britain,
is like to ftand ftill. Thofe Gentlemen have
done their Duty ; and if their Evidence is not
compleat (which however they deny) the Fault
is not chargable on them ; but they are anfwer-
able, who keep them from better. This is a
tleprgach not like to be wiped off, but by

ririging over' MY, Knight ; and then, perhaps,
they that deferve it, may dread a far worfe

‘Thing.  Here is the Riddle, and the Solution
of the Riddle -“—= There are thofe amongf
us, who, cloathed as they were with Infamy,
and curfed and detefted by their Fellow-Crea-

turcs
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tures univerfaly, do yet dread a greater Evil.
So precious and prevailing is the Love of Life !
Continue me mine, {weet Heaven, upon bets,
ter Terms, or not at all, -

I fhall conclude, by repeating an Obferva:
~ tion I have already made in this Letter, name-
ly, that the fupprefling the beft Evidence,
contains in it the ftrongeft Evidence ; and thofg
Men will ftill ftand condemned, who, in Tri-
als of Innocence and Guilt, ftop the Mouths
of their Judges, and deprive the Accufers of
their Witnefles.

I am, &c.

SIR,

Am going to prefent to you, and the Town
I by your Means, with the moft valuable
Performance of all Antiquity : It is mot likely,
that it ever had, or ever will have, its Fellow,
The Author of it was, perhaps, the moft a-
miable Charaer, the moft accomplifh’d Man,
that ever the World faw.

Excellent Brutus ! of all Humane Race :
The Beft ! Cowley: .

He was the Author of that glorious Letter
which I now fend you, in Englifs. It was
written by the greateft Man_upon the nobleft
Subje@; BRUTUS upon LIBERTY. It
was fent to Cicero, and the Occafion this:

: - Oftavius
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- Ofavius_Cefar, afterwards called Augufus,
having defeated Mark Anthony before Modena,

nd by that means rais’d the Siege of that.

lace, began now to conceive higher Defigns
than he had yet fhewn : He had hitherto de-
clared for the Commonwealth, and feemed to
a&t for it; the Senate having trufted him with
an Army, by the Perfwafion and Intereft of
Cicero. But ‘after this Victory over Anthony,
be began to fet up for himfelf, and to medi-
tate the Revenge of his Uncle, and Father by
Adoption, Fulius Cefar ; and finally, to pave
himfelf a Way to abfolute Monarchy. He
knew well that Brutus and Caffius would never,
while they liv’d, fuffer him to poflefs what
they would not fuffer the firft Cefai to enjoy ;
and therefore, to fucceed his Uncle, he mu
deftroy them. -

But Cicero, who equally lov’d and admir’d
Brutus, and pretended to great Power over the
Mind of the young Cefar, undertook to write
to him in Favour of the Patrons of Liberty,
who {lew his Uncle, to feek their Pardon ;
efpecially a Pardon for Brutus, that he might
return to Rome, and be there in Safety. is
Letter of Cicero’s contained in it alfo Thanks
to Ofavius for his Services to the Republick,
and was intirely unknown to Bratus; but be-
ing inform’d of it by Atticus, he took extreme
Offence at this Step of Cicero’s, which feem’d
to him a Confeffion of Sovereignty in O&avius,
b}Y not only owning him Mafter of the Lives
of the Remans in general, but of his too, who
was the Deliverer of the Romqns, and {Corned
to owe Life to Ofavius,

Brutus
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Brutus had another Spirit, and other Views 1
He remember’d the bold and free Words of the.
great Cato, his Uncle, to_thofe of his Friends,:
who offered to procure for him the Mercy of
Cefar, by throwing themfélves, on his Behalf,.
at Cefar’s Feet =—=—— No, Gentlemen, {ays Cato,.
I feorn to be bebolden to Tyranny. I am as free.
as Cxfar ; and fball I owe my Life to him, who
bas no Right even to my Submiffion !

Brutus found Reafon to refent that Cicero
fhould, without his Knowledge, thus treat him
as a Criminal, and Cefar as a Sovereign, by-
begging of Cefer Mercy for Brueus. That Re-.
fentment gave Occafion to this Letter ; in.
which he treats Oftavius as a raw Lad, and
Cicero as a weak and fearful Man. The Rea-.
foning through the Whole, (hews Brutus to.
have been animated by a moft fublime and glo-.
rious Spirit of Virtue and Liberty ; and is fo.
flupendioufly ftrong, that his Eloquence muft
have been great as his Soul; and yet that great.
Soul was not fo dear to him as his Liberty.

I,lm, &ec. '
 BRUTUS w0 CICERO. . .

(7 I Have feen, lcaﬁ'the Favour of Atticus, that-
: * Part which concerns me, in your Let..
€ ter to Ofavius. The Affe&ion you there.
¢ exprefs for my Perfon, and the Pains you.
¢ take for my Safety, are great; but they give.
* me no new {oy : Your kind Offices are be-.
® come as habitual for me to receive, as for.
% you to ?e&ow; and by your daily Words.

OL: . o I : o aﬂd
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% and A&ions on my Behalf, I have daily In:
“ ftances of your generous Regard for my felf
“ and my Reputation.

“ However, all this hinders not but that
“ the above-mention’d Article of your Letters
“ to O&avius, pierced me with as fenfible a
 Grief as my Soul is capable of feeling. In
 thanking him for his Services to the Repub-
“ lick, {Iou have chofen a Stile which fhews
¢ fuch Lownefs and Submiffion, as do but too
¢ clearly declare that you have ftill a Mafter ;
" and that the old Tyranny, which we thought
¢ deftroyed, is revived in a new Tyrant,
¢ What fhall I fay to you upon this fad Head ?
“ 1 am covered with Confufion for your
“ fhameful Condition, but you have brought
“ it upon your felf; and I cannot thelp fhew-
“ ing you to your felf in this wretched Cir-
* cumftance.

“ You have petitioned O8avius to have
* Mercy upon me, and to fave my Life —
£ In this yoy intend my Good, but fought my
“ Mifery, and a Lot worfe than Death, by
““ faving 'me from it ; fince there is no Kind
“ of Death but is more eligible to me, than a
¢ Life fo faved. Be o good to recolle® a
“¢ little the Terms of your Letter; and having
“ weigh’d them as you ought, can you deny
 that they are conceived in the low Stile of
“ an humble Petition from a Slave to his
“ haughty Lord, from a Subje&t to a King ?
* You tell 0O&84vius, that you have a Requeft
“ to miake him, and humbly hope he will
¢ pleate gracioufly to grant it ; namely, to
¢ fave thofe¢ Citizens who are eﬁcexﬁccliw by

. & Men
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- ¢ Men of Condition, and beloved by the Peo-
¢ ple of Rome. This is-your honourable Re-
“ queft ; but what if he fhould not grant ir,
 but refufe to fave us? Can we be faved by

.% no other Expedient ? Certainly, Deftru&ion
it felf is preterable to Life by his Favour.

“ I am not, however, o defponding, as to
% imagine that Heaven is {0 offended with the
¢ Roman People, or {0 bent upon their Ruin,
¢ that you fhould thus chufe, in your Prayers,
% to apply rather to ORavius, than to the ime
* mortal Gods, for the Prefervation, I do not -

- % fay of the Deliverers of the whole Earth,
“ but even for the Prefervation of the meaneft
¢ Roman Citizen. This is a high Tone to talk-
¢ in, but I have Pleafure in it: It becomes
* me to fhew that I fcorn to pray to thofe
% whont I fcorn to fear.
< Has then O&avius Power to fave us, or
¢ deftroy us ? And while you thus own him
 to be a T'yrant, can you yet own your felf
¢ his Friend ? And while you are mine, can
“ you defire to fee me in Rome, and af the
¢ Mercg of an Ufurper 2 And yet, that this
¢ would be my Cafe, you avow, by imploring
 from a giddy Boy, my Permiffion to return,
“.You have been rendering him a World of
% Thanks, and making him many Compli-

% ments ; pray bow come they to be due ro
¢ him, if he yet wants to be petition'd for
¢ our Lives, and if our Liberty dcpcnds_:gon

. % his Sufferance? Are we bound to think it
“ a Condefcenfion in O&avius, that he chufes
¢ thefe our Petitions fhould rather be made to
“ him than to Anthony > And are not fuch

\ I ¢ low
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 low Supplications the proper Addrefles to 2
¢ Tyrant ? And yet {halfwe, who boldly de-
“ ftroyed one, be ever brought bafely to fup-
 plicate another > And can we, who are the
 Deliverers of the Commonwealth, defcend
“ to ask what no Man ought to have it in his
“ Power to give? . .
¢ Confider the mournful Effe@ts of that
 Dread and Defpondency of yours, in eur
- ¢ publick Struggles ; in which, however, you
¢ have too many to keep you in Countenance
The Commonwealth has been loft, becaufe
it was given for loft. Hence Cafar was firft
infpired with the Luft of Dominion ; hence
Mark Anthony, not terrified by the Doom of
the Tyrant, pants and hurries on to fucceed
* him in his Tyranny ; and hence this Ofta-
5 vius, this §reen Ulurper, is ftarted into fuch
¢ a Pitch of Power, that the Chiefs of the
¢ Commonwealth, and the Saviours of their
¢ Country muft depend for their Breath,
“ upon his Pleafure Yes, we muft owe
¢ our Lives to the Mercy of a Minor, foftened
¢ by the Prayers of aged Senators. o
“-Alas, we are no longer Romans! If we
£ were, the virtuous Spirit of Liberty would
“ have been an eafy Over-match for the trai-
 terous Attempts of the worft of all Men
¢ grafping after Tyranny ; nor would even
% Mark Anthomy, the rath and enterprizing
€ Mark Anthony, have been fo fond of Cefar’s
$ Power, as frighten’d by Cefar’s Fate. )
¢ Remember the important Charater you

¢ fuftain, and the great Poft you have fll’d:
% You are a Senator of Reme, and you ll;::é
¥ been

aoane
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 been Conful of Rome; you have defeated
¢ Confpiracies, and deftroyed Confpirators.
Is not Rome ftill as dear to you as fhe was?
. Or, is your Courage and Vigilance lefs ?
“ And is not the Occalion greater ? Or, could
p ¢ you fupprefs great Traytors, and yet tolerate
.¢ greater ? Recolle&t what you ought to do,
“ by what you have done. ~ Whence proceed-
¥ ed your Enmity to Anthony > Was it not
“ that he had an Enmity to Liberty, had
% feized violently on the Publick, afflumed
“¢ the Difpofal of Life and Death into his own
“ Hands, and fet up for the fole Sovereign of
* all Men ? Were not thefe the Reafons of
¢ your Enmity, and of your Advice to com~
¢ bat Violence by Violence, and to kill him
¢ rather than fubmit to him? All this was
“ well But why muft Refitance be
“ drop’d, when there is a frefh Call for Re-
% fiftance ? Has your Courage fail'd you: or,
““ was it not perritted to Anthny to enflave
“ us, but Another may ? As if the Nature of
¢ Servitude was changed by changing Names
*“ and Perfons. No we do not difpute.
¢ about the Qualifications of a Mafler ; we
**will have no Matfter.

“ It is certain we might, under Anthony,.
“ have gone large Shares with him in the Ad-
“ miniftration of defpotick Power ; we might
“ have divided its Dignities, and fhone in its
‘¢ Trappings. He would have received us
¢ gracioufly, and miet us half way. He knew
¢ that either our Concurrence or Acquiefcence
¢ would have cqpfirm’d him Monarch of Rome
¢ and at what Price would he not have pur-

13 % chafed

«
%
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“ chafed either ? But all his Arts, all his
* Temptations, all his Offers were rejeled;
** Liberty was*our Purpofe, and Virtue our
“ Rule : Our Views were honeft and univer-
:: {(21'1 :! Our Country, and the Caufe of Man-
mnd.
* With O&avius himfelf there is ftill 2 Way
“ open for an Accommodation, if we chofe ir.
“ As eager as the Name of Cefsr has made
“ that raw Stickler for Empire, to deftroy
“ thofe who deftroy’d Ca/ar; yct doubtlefs he
“ would give us good Articles, to gain our
“ Confent to that Power to which he afpires,
¢ and to which, I fear, he will arrive : Alas,
“ what is there to hinder him ? While we
“ only attend to the Love of Life, and the
“ Impulfes of Ambition ; while we can pur-
“ chafe Pofts and Dignities with- the Price of
* Liberty, and think Danger mgre dreadful
“ than Slavery ; what remgins to/ fave us?
“ What was the End of our Killing the Ty-
“ rant, but to be free from Tyranny ? ———
“ A ridiculous Motive, and an empty Exploit,
“ if our Slavery furvives him! .
“ who is it that makes Liberty his Care ?
“ Liberty, which ought to be the Care of all
¢ Men, as ’tis the Benefit and Blefling of all !
“ For my felf, rather than give it up, I will
 ftand lingle in its Defence. I cannot lofe,
“ but with my Life, my Refolution to main-
“ tain in Freedom my Country, which I have
“ fet free : I have deftroyed a Veteran Tyrant;
 and fhall I fuffer, in a raw Youth, his Heir,
“ a Power to controul the Senate, fuperfede
¥ the Laws, and put Chains on Rome ? A
- ¥ Power,
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Power, which no perfonal Favours, nor even
the Ties of Blood, could ever fan&tify to
me ; a Power, which I could not bear in
Cefar ; nor, ‘ifg my Father had ufurpd it,
could I have born him. ' .
* Your Petition to Ofavius is a Confeflion
that we cannot enjoy the Liberty of Rome
without his Leave: and can you dream that
other Citizens are free, where we could
not live free ? Befides, having made your
Requeft, how is it to be fulfilled ? You beg
him to give us our Lives ; and what if he
does ? Are we therefore fafe becaufe we
live ? Is there any Safety without Liberty
or rather, can we poorly live having loft it,
and with it our Honour and Glory ? Is
there any Security in living at Rome, when
Rome is no longer free ? That City, great
as it is, having no Security of her own,
can give me none — No, I will owe mine
to my Refolution and my Sword ; I cannot
enjoy Life at the Mercy of snother.; Cafar’s
Death alone afcertained my Liberty to me,

which before was precarious : I fmdte him

to be fafe. This is a fzman Spirit, and
whitherfoever I carsy it, every Place will
be Rome to me, who am Roman enough to
prefer every Evil to Chains and Infamy,
which to a Roman are the higheft of 'all
Evils. I thought we had been releafed from
thefe ‘mighty Evils, by the Death of him
who brought them upon us; but it’ feems
we are not ; elfe why a férvile Petition to
a Youth, big with the Name and the Am,
bition of Cafar, for Mercy to thofe Patriots,

I'4 " ¥ whe
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“* “wha generoufly revenged their Country upen
“% that T'yrant, and cleared the World of his
¢ Tyranny ? It was not thus in the Common-
¢ wealths of Greece, where the Children of
<. Tyrants fuffered equally with their Fathers,
¢ the Punithment of Tyranny. ,

“ Can I then have any Appetite to fee Rome ?
* Or, can Rome be faid to Ee Rome 2 We have
“ {ldin' our T'yrant, we have reftored her an-
“ cient Liberty : But they are Favours thrown
““ away ; the is made free in fpite of herfelf ;
“ and tho’ fhe has feen a great and terrible
“ Tyrant bereft of his Grandeur and bis Life,
“ by a few of her Citizens; yet bafely de-
“¢ fponding of her own Strength, fhe impo-
*¢ tently dreads the Name of a dead Tyrant,
revived in the Perfon of a Stripling, =
* No more of your Petitiops to your young
“¢ Cafar on my Behalf ; nor, if you are wife,
“ on your own. You have not many Years
“ to live ; do not be fhewing that you over-
“ raté the fhort Remains of an honourable"
¢ Life, by making prepofterous and ditho-
nourable. Court to a Boy. Take Care that
- by this Conduét you do not eclipfe the Luftre
 of all your glorious Ations againft Mark

 Anthony : Do mot turn Kflm Glory into Re-
. ¢ proach, by giving’ the Malicious a Handle
*““to fay, that Self-Love was the {ole Motive
“ of your Bitternefs to him; and that, had
“ you not dreaded him, you would not have
¢ oppofed him: And yet will they not fay
% this, if they fee that having de¢lared War
“ againft Authonj, you notwithftanding leave
¢ L% ¢ and Liberty at the Mercy of Oé‘}‘m;":i’
T < -, an

‘g a
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and tolerate in him all the Power which the
other claimed ? They will fay that you are
not againft having a Mafter, only you would
not have Axthony for a Mafter. )
“ I well approve your Praifes given to Oftas
vius for his Behaviour thus far ; it is indeed

. Praife-worthy ; provided his only Intentiom

has been to pull down the Tyranny of An-
thony, without eftablifhing a Tyranny of his
own. But ¥ you are of Opinion that O&a-
vius is in fuch a Situation of Power, thar
it is neceffary to approach him with humble
Supplications to fave our Lives, and that it
is convenient he fhould be trufted with this
Power; I can only fay, that you lift the
Reward of his Merits far above his Merits =
1 thought all his Services were Services done:
to the Republick; but .you have eonferred
upon hisa that abfolute and imperial Power:
which he pretended to recover to the Re-

' publick.

* 1f, in your Judgment, O8awvius has earned
fuch Laurels and Recompences for making

- War againft Anthony’s Tyrann);, which was:

Cafar’s Ty~
ranny ; to what DiftinQtions, to what Re-

wards would you intitle thofe who extermi-

nated, with Cefar, the Tyranay of Cefar,
for which they felt the Bleflings and Bounty
of the Roman People? Has this newer entered:
into your Thoughts ? Behold here how
effeGually the Terror of Evils to.come, ex-
tinguifhesin the Minds. of Men all Impref-
fions of Benefits receiv'd! Cefar is dead, and:
will. never return to.fhackle or frighten the

113
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% City of Rome ; fo he is no more thought of,
“ nor are they who delivered -that City from
* him. But Antheny is ftill alive, and flill in
 Arms, and ftill terrifies ; and fo O&avius is
& adored, who beat Anthomy. Hence it is that
% Ofavius is become of fuch potent Confe-
¢ quence, that from his Mouth the Roman Peo-
“ ple muft expe@ our Doom, the Doom of
% their Deliverers! And hence it is too, that
* we (thofe Deliverers) are of fuch humble
% Confequence, that he muft be fupplicated to
het give us our Lives!

* 1, as I faid, have a Soul, and I have a
% Sword ; and am an Enemy to fuch abje&t
¢ Supplications ; fo great an Enemy, that I
€ deteft thofé that ufe them, and am an avow-
% ed Foe to him that expeéts them. [ fhall at
¢ leaft be far away from the odious Company
¢ of Slaves ; and where-ever I find Liberty,
 there I'will find Rome. And for you that ftay
* behind, who, not fatiated with many Years,
¢ and many Honours, can behold Liberty
“ extin&t, and Vertue, with us, in Exile, and
* yet are not fick of a wretched and precarious
* Life; 1 heartily pity you. For my felf,
“ whofe Soul has never ebb’d from its conftant
¢ Principles, 1 fhall ever he happy in the Con-
“ fcioufnefs of my Virtue; owing nothing to
¢ myCountry, towards which I have faithfully
* difcharged my Duty, 1 fhall poffefs my Mind
¢ in Peace, and find the Reward of well doing
* in the Satisfation of having done it. What
** greater Pleafurc does the World afford, than
“ to defpife the flippery Uncertainties of Life,
¢ and to value that only which is only vaéjlu-

: able,
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able, private Vertue, and publick Liberty ;
that Liberty, which is the Bleﬁin%, and
ﬁgg(l;t) to be the Birth-right of all Man.
ind ? .
¢ But ftill, I will never fink with thofe whe
are already falling; I will never yield with
thofe who bave a Mind to fubmit: I am
refolved to be always firm and independent:
I will try all Expedients ; I will exert my
utmoft Prowefs, to banifh Servitude, and fce
my Country entirely free. I Fortune favours
me as {he ought, the Blefling and Joy will
be every Man’s ; but if fhe fails me, and
my beft Endeavours are thrown away, yee
ftill I will rejoice fingle ; and fo far be too
hard for Fortune. What, in fhort, canmy
Life be better laid out in, than in continua}
Schemes, and repeated Efforts, for the come

“ mon Liberty of my Country?

“ As to your Part in this Crifts, my dear
Cicero, it 1s my &ron‘geﬁ Advice and Requeft
to _you, not to defert your felf: Do not

iftruft your Ability, and your Ability will
not difappoint lV/ou; believe fou can remedy
our heavy Evils, and you will remedy them.
Our Miferies want no Encreafe : Prevent,
therefore, by your Vigilance, any new Ac-
ceffion. Formerly, in Quality of Conful,
you decfeated, with great Boldnefs . and
Warmth for Liberty, a formidable Confpi-
racy againlt Rome, and faved the Common-

“ wealth; and what you did then againft

Cataline, youdo ftill againft 4nthan;. Thefe
A&ions of yours have ra‘fed your Reputa-
tion high, apd fpread it far; but it will Eﬁ
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< alf tarnifhed or Joft, if you do not continue
* to fhew an equal Firmnefs upsn as great an
“ Occafion ; let this render all the Parts: of
“ your Life. equal, and fecure Immortality to
“ that Glory of yours, which ought to be
“ Immortal.
' ““ From thofe, who, like you, have per<
¢ formed great A&ions, as great or greater
® are expe@ed: By fhewing that they can
¥ ferve the Publick, they make themfElves its
* Débtors ; and it is apt to exa& ftri& Pay-
: ment, and to ufe them feverely if they do
not pay: But from thofe who have per»
* formed no fuch Altions, we exie& none.
“ This is the Difference betwixt the Eot of
* unknown Talents, and of thofé which have
“ been try’d ; and the Condition of the latter
“ is no doubt the harder. Hence it is, that
* tho’ in making Head againft Anthony, you
* have ‘merited and. received great and juft
* Praifes; yer you have gain'd no new Admi:
:‘ ration.:. By {6 ‘doing, you only continued,
¢ like a worthy Confular, the known Charaéter
* of a great-and able-Conful. But if now at
laf you begin to faerifice your Principles,
and truckle to one ‘as bad as him: if you
abate ever fo little in that Vigour of Mind,
* and. that fteddy Courage, by which you
expelled. him from the Senate, and drove
him out of Rome ; you wiil neverreap ano-
ther Harvelt of Glory, whatever you may
deferve ; and even your paft Lavrels will wi-
ther, and your paft Renown be forgot.
“ There is nothing grear or noble in Events,

which are the Fruit of Pailien ot Chance ¢
¢ True:

a2creoree

{8
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% True Fame refults only from the fteddy Per:
“ feverance of Reafon in the Paths and Purfuits
“ of Virtue. The Care, therefore, of the
“ Commonwealth, and the Defence of her
¢ Liberties, belong to you above all Men, be.
“ caufe you have done more than all Men for
“ Liberty and the Commonwealth: Your
 great Abilities, your known Zeal, your
¢ famous A&ions, with the united Call and
¢ ExpeStation of all Men, are your Mo-
¢ tives in this great Affair ; would you have
& greater? .

“ You are not therefore to fupplicate O84vius
¢ for our Safety ; do a braver Thing, owe it
“ to your own Magnanimity. Rouze the
¢ Roman Genius within you ; and eonfider that
“ this great and free City, which you more
“ than once faved, will always be great and
“ free, provided her People do not want
“ worthy Chiefs to refift tfurpation; and exa
¢ terminate Traytors, :

S I'R,
Have obferved, in a former Letter, thatthe
People, when they are not mifled or cor.
rupted, do generally make a found Judgment
of Things. They have natural Qualifications
equal to their Superiors; and there is oftener
found a great Genius earrying a Pitch-Fork,
than carrying.a White-Staff. 'The poor Cook
preferrd by the Grand Seignior to be }{i(s. firft
izies,
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Vizier, in order to cure the publick Diforder
and Confufion, occafioned by the Ignorance,
Corruption and Neglet of the former Miniftry.
made good effeCtually his own Promife, and
did Credit to his Mafter’sChoice: He remedied
the publick Diforders, and proved, fays Sir Paul
Ricaut, an able and excelent Minifler of State.
Befides, there are not fuch mighty Talents
requifite for Government, as fome, who pretend
to them without poflefling them, would make
us believe : Honeft Affetions, and common
Qualifications, are fufficient ; and the Admini-
ftration has been always beft executed, and the
publick Liberty beft preferved, near the Origin
and Rife of States, when plain Honefty and
common Senfe alone governed the publick Af-
fairs, and Men’s Morals were not corrupted
-with Riches and Luxury, nor their Underftand-
ings perverted by Subtleties and Diftinctions.
Great Abilities have, for the moft part, if not
always, been employ’d to miflead the honeft
bgt ‘v;!nwary Mgltiltqdei) a:;lci r<f> drﬁ: tll:c{,n out
of the. open and plain Paths of publick Virtue
and publli)cclx;l Goos P
The People have no Biafs to be Knaves ; the
Security of their Perfons and Property is their
higheft Aim. No Ambition prompts them ;
they cannot come to be great Lords, and to
fiefs great Titles, and therefore defire none.
No afpiring or unfociable Paflions incite them ;
they have no Rivals for Place, na Comp:titor
to pull down; they have ro darling Child,
Pimp, or Relation to raife: They have no Oc-
cafion for Diflimulation or Intrigue ; cheyﬁcan
93 1
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ferve no End by Fa&tion ;_ they have no Intereft
but the general Intereft.

The fame can rarely be faid of Great Men,
who, to gratify private Paffion, often bring
down publick Ruin ; who, - to fill their private
Purfes with many Thoufands, frequently, load
the People with many Millions ; who opprefs
for a Miftrefs, and to fave a Favourite, deftro
a Nation ; who too often make the Publick fin
and give way to their private Fortune ; and for
. a private Pleafure, create a general Calamity.
Befides, being educated in Debauchery, and

amper’d in Riot and Luxury, they have no

nfe of other Mens Misfortunes, nor Tender-
nefs for thofe that fuffer them : They have no
Notion of Miferies which they do not feel.
There is a Nation in Europe, which, withinthe
Space of an Hundred Years laft paft, bas been
breﬂ'ed with Patriots, who, void of every Talent
and Inclination to do good, and even ftinted in
their Ability for Roguery, were forced to be .
beholden, for moft of the Mifchief they did, to
the fuperior Arts and Abilities of humble Rogues
and Brokers, . A

The firt Principles of Power are in the Peo-
ple; and all the Proje&s of Men i Power
ought 1o refer to the People, and aim folely at
their Good, and end in it: And whoever will
pretend to govern them without regarding
them, will foon repent it. Such Feats of
Knight-Errantry may do perhaps in 4fia; but
in Countries where the People are free, it is
Madnefs to hope to rule them againft their
Wills, They will know, that Government is
appointed for their Sakes, and will be fancy

’ enough
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enough to expeét fome Regard and fome Good
from their own Delegates.- Thofe Nations
who are govern'd in {pight of themfelves, and
in a Manner that bids Defiance to their Opt-
nions, their Intereft, and their Underftandings,
are either Slaves, or will foon ceafe to- be
Subjells.

* Dominion, that is not maintained by the
Sword, muft be maintained by Confent ; and
in this latter Cafe, what Security can any Man
at the Head of Affairs expeét, but from pur-
fuing the People’s Welfare, and feeking their
good Will? The Government of One for the
Sake of One, is Tyranny ; and fo is the Go-

wvernment of a Few for the Sake of Them-

felves: But Government executed for the Good

‘of All, and with the Confent of All, is Liberty;

~and the Word Government. is profaned, and its

'I\IA{ganing abus’'d, when it fignifies any Thing
elfe.

In free Countries, the People know all this
They have their ive Senfes in as great Per-
feQiion, as have thofe who wou d treat them as
if they had none. They never hate their Go-
vernors, till their Governors deferve to be hated ;
and witen. this bappens to be the Cafe, not

-abfolute-Power itfelf, nor the Affeions of a

Prince invefted with it, can protet vr employ

Minifters detefted by the People. Even the
.Grand Stignior, with all: his boundlefs Autho-

rity, is frequently forced to give up his firft
Minifter (who is {fometimes his Son-in Law, or

‘Brother-in-Law) a, Sacrifice to appecafé the

Peoplc’s Rage.
The
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‘The People, rightly managed, are the beft
‘Friends to Princes ; and, when injured and
opprefled, they are the moft formidable Ene-
‘mies. Princes, who have trufted to their Armies
‘or their Nobility, have been often deceived and
‘ruined ; but Princes, who have trufted wholly
to the People, have feldom been deceived or
deferted : The Reafon is, that in all Govern-
ments, which are not Violent and Military,
the People have more Power than either the
Grandees or the Soldiery ; and their Friendfhip
‘is more fincere, as having nothing to defire but
Freedom from Oppreflion. And whilft aPrince
is thus beloved by his People, it will rarely
happen that any can be {o rafh and precipitate
‘as to confpire againft him, and fuch Confpira-
* cies have never the intended Succefs ; but, as
Machiavel well obferves, When the Pecple are
diffatisfied, and have taken a Prejudice againft’
their Governors, there is no Thing nor Perfon they
ought not to fear.

It is therefore of vaft Importance to preferve
the Affe&ions of the Pcople, even in thofe Go-
vernments where they have no Share in the
Adminiftration. The wife States of Holland
are fo apprized of the Truth of this Maxim,
that they have preferved themfelves and their
State by religioufly cbferving it. Their Go-
vernment confifts of many little Ariftocracies,
where the Magiftrates chufe each other, and the
People have nothing to do; but in Spirit and
Effe& it is a Democracy, and the Difpofitions
and Inclinations of the People have above all
Things the greateft Weight in their Counfels.
‘The icalouﬁr of the People makes a vigilane

Magiﬁ;ra:
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Magiftracy, who are honeft out of Fear of
Pprovoking them ; and, by never doing it, are
in great Safety.

But Thanks be to Heaven and our worthy
Anceftors, our Liberties are better fecured. We
have a Conftitution, in which the People have
a large Share : They are one Part of the Legi-
flature, and have the fole Power of giving
Money ; which includes in it every Thing they
can ask for the publick Good ; and the Repre-
fentatives, being neither aw’d nor bribed, will
always a& for their Country’s Intereft ; their
own being fo interwoven with the Peoples
Happinefs, that they muft ftand and fall to-
gether. .

But what if our Delegates fhould nct be
fuffered to meet ; or, when met, fhould be fo
awed by Force, (as formerly in Denmark ) or fo
corrupted by Places and Penfions, (as in the
Reign of Charles the Second) as to be ready to
give up the publick Liberty, and betray the
Intereft of their Principals to fecure their own ?
This we may be fure can never happen under
his Majefty’s moft jult and gentle Reign: How-
ever, it has happen’d formerly ; and what has
been, may be again in future Reigns.

What, in fuch a Cafe, is to be done? What
Remedies have our Laws provided againft fo
fatal a Mifchief ? Muft the People patiently
crouch under the heavieft of all Evils? Or has
our Conftitution pointed out the Means of
Redrefs ? It would be abfurd to fuppofe that
it has not ; and, in effe&t, the People have a
legal Remedy. at Hard : It is their undoubted
Right, and acknowledged to be fo in the BZ{
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of &lz;gbn pafled in the Reign of King Charles
the Firft ; and fince, by the Aét of the Settle-
ment of the Crown at the Revolution ; hum-
bly to reprefent their publick Grievances, and
to petition for Redrefs to thofe whofe Duty it is
to right them, or to fee them righted : And it
is certain, that in all Countries, the People’s
Misfortunes are greater or lefs, in Proportion
as this Right is encouraged or checked.

it'is indeed the beft, and the only juft, Way
they can take to breathe their Grievances; and
> whenever this Way has been taken, efpecially:
when it has been univerfally taken, our Kings
have always accepted fo powerful an Applica-
tion. QOur Parliaments too, who are the Keep-
ers and Batriers of our Liberty, have thewn
themfelves ready and willing to receive the
modeft Complaints and Reprefentations of their
Principals, and to apply quick Remedies to the
. Grievances contained in them. It has, indeed,
been always thought highly imprudent, not to
fay dangerous, to reﬁf§ ti;e general Groans
and Entreaties of the People, uttered in this
Manner., i

This has been 2 Method, which has always
had great Weight with good Men, and has been
always a great Terror to bad. It has therefore
always been encouraged and difcouraged, ac-
cording to the-lnnocence or Guilt of Men in
Power. A Prince who minds the Welfare, and
defires the Affe&tions of his Subjefts, cannot
wifh for a better Expedient to know how his Ser-
vants are approved, and how his Government is
liked, than by this Way of countenancing his
People in laying their- Hearts, their Wi c:i,
an
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and their Requefts before him ; and Minifters
never can be averfe to fuch Reprefentations of
the Complaints of the People, unlefs they have
given the People Occafion to complain.

Titus and Trajan, confcious of their own vir-
tuous Adminiftration, and worthy Purpofes,
courted Addrefles and Informations of this
kind from their Subjets : They wifely knew,
that if the Roman People had free Leave to
fpeak, they would not take Leave to 2& ; and
that, whillt they could have Redrefs, they
would not feek Revenge.

None but defperate Parri¢ides will make the
People defperate.

I am, &CD

/ I ‘HE Good of the Governed being the
fole End of Goverr.ment, they muft be
the greateft and beft Governours, who make
their People great dnd happy; and they the
worft, who make their People little, wicked,
and miferable. Power in a free State, is 2
Trult committed by Alito One or a Few, to
watch for the Security, and pugfie the Interek
of All: And, when that Security is not foughe,
nor that Intereft obtained, we know what
Opinion the People will have of their Go-
vernours,
It is the hard Fate of the World, that there
fhould be any Difference in the Views and
' Interefts
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Interefts of the Governours and Governed ¢
and yet it is fo in moft Countries. Men who
have a Truft frankly beftowed upon them b
the People, do too frequently betray that Truft,
become Confpirators againft their Benefaors,
and turn the Sword upon thofe that gave it
infomuch that in the greateft Part of the Earthg
People are happy if they can defend themfelves
againft their Defenders,

Let us look round this Great World, and
behold what an immenfe Majority of the whole
Race of Men crouch under the Yoke of a few
‘Tyrants, naturally as low as the meaneft of
themfelves, and, by being Tyrants, worfe than
the worft ; who, as Mr. Sydney obferves, ufe
their Subjells like Affes and Maftiff Dogs, to work
and to fight, to be oppreffed and killed for them,
Even the good Qualities and Courage of fuch
Subje&s are their Misfortune, brv ftrengthnin
the wicked Hands of their hrutal Mafters, an
fireightning their own Chains. Tyrants con-
fider their People as their Cattle, and ufe them
worfe, as they fear them more. Thus the moft
of Mankind are become the wretched Slaves
of thofe, who are or fhould be their own Crea-
tures ; they maintain their haughty Mafters like
Gods, and their haughty Mafters often ufe
them like Dogs : A fine Specimen of Gratitude
and Duty ! .

And yet this cruel Spirit in T'yrants is not
always owing naturally to the Men, fince they
are naturally like other Men ; but it is owing
to the Nature of the Dominion thc}y exercife.
Good Laws make a good Prince, it he has a -
good Underftanding ; but_the beft Men Lo_w‘
o - mifchie-
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mifchievous when they are fet above Laws;
Claudius was a very harmlefs Man, while-he
was a private Man ; but when he n:}Ze to be
a Tyrant, he proved a bloody one; almoft as
bloody as his Nephew and Predect&br Caligula;
who had alfo been a very good Subje&, but
as foon as he came to be the Roman Emperor,
grew at the fame Time the profefled Execue
tioner of Mankind.

" There is fomething fo wanton and menftrous
in lawlefs Power, that therg fcarce ever was a
humane Spirit that could bear it; and the
Mind of Man, which is weak and limited,
eught never to be trufted with a Power that
is boundlefs. The State of Tyranny is a State
of War; and where it prevails, inftead of an
Jntercourfe of Confidence and Affetion, as
. between a lawful Prince and his Subje&s, no:
thing is to be feen but Jealoufy, Miftruft, Fear
and Hatred : An Arbitrary Prince and his
Slaves often de&rc;ﬂ one another to be fafe ;
They are continually plotting againft his Life,
and He is continually fhedding their Blood,
and plundering them of their Property..

Cun8a ferit, dum cunila timet.

. I think it was Fuftinian, the Emperor, who
faid, Though we are abvve the Law, yet we live
according to the Law : But by his Majefty’s Fa.
vour, there was more Turn than Truth in the
Saying; for Princes that think themfelves above
Law, alt almoft conftantly againft all Law ;
of which Trult Fuftinian iimfelf is a known
Inftance. Good Princes never think-themfelves
above it.

It



CATO0Os LETTERS. 19r

It is an affe&ting Obfervation, that the Power
given for the Protetion of the World fhould,
in {0 many Places, be turned to the Deftrution
of it. “ Asif the Law was in Force for their
¢ Deftruction, and not for their Prefervation;
¢ that it fhould have Power to kill, but not
 to protet them: A Thing no lefs horrid,
“ than if the Sun thould burn us without
 lighting us, or the Earth ferve only to bury,
“ and not feed and nourifh us,” fays Mr. Weal-
ler in a Speech of his in Parliament. :

- Defpotick Power has defaced the Creation,
and laid the World wafte. In the fineft Coun-
tries in Afia, formerly full of People, you are
now forced to travel by the Compafs : There
are no Roads, Houfes, nor Inhabitants, The
Sun is left to fcorch up the Grafs and Fruits
which it had raifed ; or the Rain to rot them:
"The Gifts of God are left to perifh; there be-
ing none of his Creatures, neither Man nor
Beaft, left to ufe and confume them. The .
_Grand Seignior, who (if we may believe fome
fan&ified Mouths, not addi¢ted to Lying,) is
the Vicegerent of Heaven, fruftrates the Boun-
ty of Heaven ; and being the Father of his

eople, has almoft butcher’d them all. Thofe
few (comparatively, very few) who have yet
furvived the miferable Fate of their Brethren,
and are referved for Sacrifices to his Cruelty,
as Occafion offers, and his Luft prompts him,
live the ftarving and wretched Property of ra-
venous and bloody Bafhaws ; whofe Duty to
their Mafter, as well as their own Avarice,
obliges them to keep the People, over whom
they prefide, poor and miferable. B ‘
ut
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But neither Bathaws, nor Armics, could keep
that People in fuch abje& Slavery, if their.
Priefts and Do&ors had’ not made Paflive O-
hedience a Principle of their Religion. The
holy Name of God is prophaned, and his Au--
thority belied, to bind down Woretchednefs:
upon his Creatures, and to fecure the Tyrant-
that does it. The moft confummate of all-
Wickednefs, and the higheft of all Evils, are
fan&tified by the Teachers of Religion, and
made by them a Part of it. Yes, Turkifb Sla-.
very is confirmed, and Turkifb Tyranny de-
fended by Religion ! -

Sir Paul Ricaut tells us, that the Turks maine
tain, That the Grand Seignior can never be depofed, .
or-made accountable for bis Crimes, whilft be de-
Srroys carele)/ly of his Subjefls under a Hundred a
Day ; and ’tis made Martyrdom to die fubmif:.
fively by the Hand of the Tyrant ; and fome
of his higheft Slaves have declared, that they
wanted only that Honour to compleat their
Felicity. They hold, that it is their Duty to
fubmit, tho’ their Tyrant commands a whole Ar-
my of them to precipitate themfelves from a Rock,
or to build a Bridge with Piles of their Bodies for
him to pafs a Rivery or to kill one another to afford

bim Paftime and Pleafure.
"~ Merciful God! Is this Government ? - And.
do fuch Governours govern by Authority from
Thee ?
. It is fcarce credible what Monfieur de L’E-
Roille tells us; He fays, he travelled in the.
Indies for above twenty Days tgﬁether, through
Lanes of People han En recs, by Com-
do
/

gdu
mand of the King ; who rdered above a
Hundred
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Hundred Thoufand of them to be thus mur-
thered and gibbeted, only becaufe two or three
Robberies had been committed amongft them.
Bayle, Repomfe a Queff. d'une Provin, Tom. 1.
P. 595

t 1s one of the great Evils of Servitude,
that let the T'yranny be ever fo fevere, ’tis
always flattered ; and the more fevere ’tis, the
more ’tis flartered.. The Oppreflors of Man-'
kind are flattered beyond all others; becaufe:
Fear and Servitude naturally produce, as well-
as have recourfe to Flattery, as the beft Means
of Self-Prefervation ; whereas Liberty, having
8o Occafion for it, {corns it. Sir Paul Ricaur
akribes the Decay of the Ottomen Empire to*
he Force of Flattery, and calls the Turkifb

urt, a Prifon and Banniard of Slaves.

. Old Muly, the Lord’s Anointed of Morocco,
whe it feems is ftill alive, is thought to have
Wutcher’d Forty Thoufand of his Subje&s with
his own Hands =——— Such a Father is he of
kis People ! And yet his Right to fhed hu-
mane Blood being a genuine Charateriftick of
the Church of Moroceo, as by Law eftablifhed,’
People are greedy to die by his Hand ; which,
they are taught to imagine, difpatches them
forthwith to Paradife : Infomuch, that tho’, as
I am told, every Time he mounts his Horfe,
he {lices off the Head of the Slave that holds
his Stirrup, .ta fhew that he is 2 good an Exe-
cutioner as he is a Horfeman, yet there is a
conftant Contention among his Slaves, who
fhall he the happy Martyr on that Occifion ;
fo that feveral of them crowding to his Stisrup
~ at once, for the gracious Favour, his Majefty

VOL. L K has
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has fometimes the Honour to cut off T'wo
Heads, and make T'wo Saints with one Blow.
The Exercife of defpotick Power is the un-
relenting War of an armed T'yrant upon his
unarmed Subje@s ; it is a War of one Side, and.
in it there is neither Peace nor T'ruce. Tacitus
defcribes it =—— Seva Fuffa, contimsias accufas
ziones, fallaces amicitins, permiciem-Mnnocéntium —
" ¢ Cruel and bloody Orders, centinual Actufa-
“ rtions, faithlefs Friendfhips, and the Deftruc-
“ tion of Innocents.” - In another Place he fays,
“ That Italy was one continual Shambles, and'
“ moft of its fair Cities were defaced or over~
“ thrown ; Rome it felf was in many Places
“ laid in Afhes, with the greareft Part of wa
“ magnificent Buildings : Vistue was defpifed,
“ and bare-fac’d Debauchery prevailed.. The
% folitary Ilands were filled with illuftrious
¢ Exiles, and the very Rocks were ftained with
“¢ Slaughters : But, in the City it felf, Cruelsy
¢ raged ftill more; it was dangerous to be
¢ Noble, it was a Crime to be Rich, it was
*“ capital to have born Honours, and High- -
* Treafon (o have refufed them ; and for Vir-
¢ tue and Merit, they brought fure and fudden
“ Deftruétion” Thefe were fome of the Ra-
vages of Abfolute Dominion! And as to the
common People, the fame Author fays, * They
* were debauched and difpirited, and ‘given
¢ up to Idlenefs and feeing Shews.” Plebs for-
dida Circo & Theatris fueta. L
Ob ! abjelt State of fuch as tamely groan
Under a biind Dependency on One !
Late Duke of P?W’#;';";

is
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~ This is a fort of Government, which s tao
great and heavy a Curfe for any one to wifh,
even upon thofe who are foolifhi enough, or
wicked enough, to contend for its Lawfulnefs ;
or, which is the fime Thing, for Submiffion
_to it : But furely, if ever any Man deferved to
feel the mercilefs Gripes of Tyranny, it-is he
who is an Advocate for it. Phalaris alled
Juﬁl&,when he hanfel’'d his Brazen Bull with

-the Wretch who invented it. Co

_ As Arbitrary Power in a fingle Perfon-hds -
made greater Havock in humane Nature, and

thin’"d Mankind more than all the Beafts of

Prey, and all the Plagues and Earthquakes

that ever were; let thofe Men confider what

they have to anfwer for, who would 'counté.

“nance fuch a monftrous Evi! ih ‘the World,

_or would oppofe thofe that would oppofe ir.

A Bear, a Lyon, or a Tyger, may now and

then pick up fingle Men'in 2 Wood ora De-

fart; and an Earthquake fometimes may bu?

a Thoufand or two Inhabirants in the Ruirds

of a Town ; and the Peftilence may once in

many Years carry off a much greater Number :

But a Tyrant fhall, out of a'wantop perfonal
Paffion, carry Fire and Sword' through %

whole Continent, and ‘deliver up a Hundred

Thoufand of his Fellow Creatures to the

Slaughter in one Day, without any Remorfe

or further Notice, than that they died for his

Glory. I fay nothing of the moral EfRQ of

Tyranny, though ’tis certain that'Tgnqranc&‘

Vice, Poverty, and Vilénefs,’ always attenc
i, - Lo

K2 He



-

R . -

.196 CATOs LETTERS.

.. He who compares the World now with what
it was formerly, how ﬁopulous once, how thin
now ; and confiders the Caufe of this doleful
Alteration, will find juft Reafon to fear, that
Spiritual and Temporal Tyranny, if they go
on much longer, will utterly extinguith hu-
mane Race, OFf Turkey I have fpoken already :
The great Continent. of, America is almoft un-
"peopled, the Spaniards baving -deftroyed, *ds
thought, above Forty Millions of its Natives;
,and_for -fome Kingdoms in, Europe, efpecially
‘towards the North, I do not believe they have

-now half {o many Inhabitants they had fo late-

1y as a Hupdred Years ago.

. Blefled be God, .there are ftill fome free
Lountries .in Europe, that abound with People
and with Plenty, and England with the fore-

"moft. . This demonftrates the ineftimable Blef-

‘ding of Liberry. Can we ever over-rate ir, or
_be toa jealons of a Treafure which includes in
.it almof} "all humane Felicities ? Or can we
_encourage too much, thofe that contend for it,
.ang thofe that .promote it ? It'is the Parent of
- Vigpiisy Flaafiise, Plenty, and Security ; and s
i t, a3, well as lovely. In all Contentions
m,ﬁ?ﬁéﬂy and Power, the latter has al-
u?pﬁ.‘.;gnﬁqn‘t)lg been the Aggreffor.. Liberty,
af, ever it produges any Evils, does alfo cure
them: Its worft Effeét, Licentioufnefs, never
does, and never can continue long. Anarchy
cannot be of much Duration ; and where ’tis
To, it is the Child and Companion of Tyran-
ny ; which is not Government, but a Diffolu-
i\i'm:i of it, as TYyrants are the Enemies of Man-

'l.n .

: Power
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Power is like Fire; it warms, fcorches, or
deftroys, according as it is watched, provaoked,
or increas’d. It is as dangerous as ufeful. Its
only Rule is the Good of the People ; but be-
caufe it is apt to break its Bounds, in all good'
Governments nothing, or as little as 'may be,’
ought to be left to Chance, or the Humours of”
Men in Authority : All thould proceed by fixt-
and ftated Rules ; and upon any Emergency,
new Rules fhould be mzde. And this is the-
Conltitution, and this the Happinefs of Exg--
lifbmen, as has been formerly fhewn at large in
thefe Letters. Co- DS

We -have a Conftitution that abhors Abfo--
lote Power; we have a King.that does not de-
fire it; and we are a People that will never
foffer it : No _free People will ever fubmit to
ity unlefs jt fteals upon them by Treachery,
or they are driven into it by Violence. Buta
State can never be ‘too fecure againft this ter-’
rible, this"faft of all humane Evils{ which’
may be brought upon them by many Caufes,
even by fome that at firft Sight do not feem to
threaten any fuch Thing : And of all thofe.
Caufes, none feems more boding than ‘a gene:!
ral Diftrefs, which certainly produces general
Difcontent, the Parent of Revolutions ;- and’
in what fuch a Circumftance of Affairs ‘may
end, no Man can ever forefce : Few are brought’
about without Armies, a Remedy almoft al-
ways worfe than the Difeafe. What is got by
Soldiers, muft be maintained by Soldiers ; and
we have, in this Paper, already feen the fright-
ful Image of a Military Government; a Go-
vernment, which, at beft, 1s violent and bloody,

K2 : and
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and eternally inconfiftent with Law and Pro=

perty. .. -

- ; It is therefore a dreadful Wickednefs to have
any,Share in giving Occafion for thofe Difcon-
tents, which are {0 apt to burft into Rage and
Confufion. A State does fometimes recover
out of a Convulfion, and gain new Vigour by
it; but it much oftner expires in it. Heaven
preferve me from ever beholding contending

Armies in England ! They are difterent Things
from what they once were, Our Armies for-
mperly . were only a Number of the People
.arm’d occafionally ; and Armies of the People
are the only Armies which are not formidable
to the People. Hence it is, that in the many
Revjutions occalioned by the Strife between
the Two Royal Houfes of York and Lancafter,
there was never any Danger of Slavery from
an armed Force: A fingle Batrle decided the.
Contention, and next Day thefe popular Sol-

iers went Home, "and refumed their ordinary

rms, the Tools of Husbandry. But fince
that Time, Armies have not been fo eafily
parted with ; but after the Danger was over
for ‘which they were raifed, they have often:
breen obftinately kept up, and by that Means
areated Dangers fill as great.

. Some Qg{acks in Politicks may perhaps ven<
ture publick Difturbances, out of an Opinion
that they fhall be able to prevent them b
Art, or fupprefs them by Force. But this
fhews their Capacity as well as their Wicked-
nefs : For not to mention the Malignity of
their Hearts in rifquing Publick Ruin, to gra-
tfy a; private Appetite ; how can any Eveg:
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be certainly forefeen, when the Meafure of the
Caufe cannot be certainly known ? They can
.never afcertain the Degree of Oppofition; they
cannot foreknow what Circumitances may hap-
pen, nor into whofe Hands Things may fall.
Cicero_did not dream, when he employ’d Oéa-
wius for the Commonwealth, that his young
Champion for Liberty would ever be the Ty-
rant of his Country. Who could forefee that
Cromwel would enflave thofe whom he was em-
ployed to defend ? But there is no trufting of
Liberty in the Hands of Men, who are obey’d
by great Armies. .

From hence may be feen what a fatal and
crying Crime it would be, in any free Country,
to break the Confidence between the Prince
and his People. 'When Loyalty is once turned
into Indifference, Indifference will foon be
turned into Hatred ; and Hatred will be re-
turned with Hatred ; Reféntment may produce
Tyranny, and Rage may produce Rebellion.
There is no Mifchief, which this mutual Mif-
truft and Averfion may not bring forth. They
muft therefore be the blackeft Traytors, who
are the firlt Aathors of {o terrible an Evil, as
.are they who would endeavour to prote&k

them, )
Henry the I11d of Caflile faid, That he feared
the Curfe of bis People more than be did the Arms.
of bis Enemies : In which Saying he thewed as
much Wifdom as Humanity ; fince, while he
was beloved at Home, he had nothing to fear
from Abroad, and the Curfes of his Subjets
were the likelieft Means to bring upon him the
Arms of his Enemies., K» I am, &g.
4
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SIR,

ISend you, for the Entertainment of your
Readers this Week, two -or three Paffages
out of the great Algernon Sydney : An Author,
which can never be too much valued of read ;
an Author, that does Honour to the Englifb
Nobility, and to the Englifb Name ; an Au-
thor, who has writ better upon Government
than any Englifbman, and as well as any Fo-
reigner ; and an Author, who was a Mart
for that Liberty, which he has fo amiably de-
fcribed, and fo nobly defended. He fell a Sa-
crifice to the vile and corrupt Court of our
pious Charles the Second. He had afferted the
Rights of Mankind, and fhewed the Odiouf-
nefs of Tyranny ; he had expofed the Abfur-
dity and Vilenefs of the facred and fafhionable
Do&rines of thofe Days, Patlive Obedience and
Hereditary Right ; Dotrines, which give the
Liie to common Senfe, and which would dcﬁroi
all common Happinefs and Security amo
‘Men! Doélrines, which were never pratifed
by thofe that preached them ! and Do&trines,
which are big with Nonfenfe, ‘Contradition,
Impoffibility, Mifery, Wickednefs, and Defo-
lafion ! Thefe were his Crimes, and thefe his
Glory.

The Book is every Wag' excellent ; he had
‘read and digefted all Hiftory ; and this Per-
formanee of his takes in the Whole Bufinefs of

: Govern.
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Government: Tt makes us fome amends for the
Lofs of Cicero’s Books de Republica. Col. Sydney
had all the clear and comprehenfive Know-
ledge, and all the Dignity of Expreffion of that
great Mafter of Eloquence and Politicks ; his
Love of Liberty was as warm, his Honefty as
great, and his Courage greater, .

¢ Liberty cannot be preferved, if the Man-
“ ners of the People are corrupted, nor abfolute
* Monarchy introduced, where they -are [in-
“ cere ; which is fufficient to fhew, that thole
“ who manage free Governments, ought al-
“ ways, to the utmoft of their Power, to op-
“ pofe Corruption, becaufe otherwife both
“ they and their Government muft inevitably
¢ perith ; and that, on the other Hand, the
¢ abfolute Monarch muft endeavour to intro-
“ duce it, becaufe he cannot fubfift without it.
“ *Tis alfo fo natural for all fuch Monarchs to
“ place Men in Power, who pretend to-love
“ their Perfons,.and will depend upor their
 Pleafure, that poffibly “twould be hard to
 find one in the World who has not made it
““ the Rule of his Government : And this is
* not only the Way to Corruption, but the
“ moft dangerous of alt. For tho’ a good Man
may love a good Monarch, he will obey him
only when he commands that which is juft ;
and no one can engage himfelf blindly to do
whatever he is commanded, without renoun-
cing all Virtve and Religion; becafe he
knows not whether that whick fhall be com-
manded is confiftent with cach, or direftly
contrary to the Laws of God and Man: Juc

Ks

fperataaan
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S¢ 3f fuch a-Monarch be evil, and his AQions
¢ fuch as they are too often found to be; who-
¢ ever bears an AffeCtion to him, and feconds
£ his Defigns, declares himfelf an Enemy to
- all that is good ; and the Advancement of
¢ fuch Men to Power, does not only introduce,
“ foment, and increafe Corruption, but forti-
“ fies it in fuch a Manner, that without an
¢ entire Renovation of that State, it cannot
“ be removd. Ill Men may poflibly cre
 into any Government ; but when the wo
“_are placed neareft to the Throne, and rais'd
“ to Honours for being fo, they will with that
“ Force endeavour to draw all Men to a Con-
¢ formity of Spirit with themfelves, that it can -
“¢ no otherwife be prevented than by deftroy-
“: {pg them, and the Principle in which they
& live.
 Man naturally follows that which is good,
“ or feems to him to be fo. Hence it is, that
“ in well-governed States, where a Value is
< rut upon Virtue, and no one honoured un-
¢ lefs for fuch Qualities as are beneficial to the
¢ Publick ; Men are from the tendereft Years
. brought up in a Belief, that nothing in this
“ World deferves to be fought after, but fuch
“ Honours as are acquired by virtuous Ations:
““ By this Means,Virtue itfelf becomes popular,
*“ as in Sparte, Rome, and other Places where
“ Riches (which with the Vanity that follows
“ them, and the Honours Men give to them,
. are the Root of all Evil) were either totally
 bapifthed, or little regarded. When no other
.“ Advantage attended the greateft Riches, than
~ ¢ the Opportunity of living more fumptu?‘uﬂy
ar

-
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§¢ or delicioufly, Men of great Spirits flightéd
* them. When Ars]}({ppu.v told Cleantbes, that
“ if he would go to Court and flatter the Ty-
“ rant, he need not feck his Supper under a
* Hedge ; the Philofopher anfwered, Thathe
“ who could content himfelf with fuch a Sup-
“ per, need not go to Court to flatter the
. Tyrant. Epaminondas, Ariftides, Phocion,
" and even the Lacedemonian Kings, found no
“ Inconvenience in Paverty, whilft their Vir-
“ tue was honoured, and the richeft Princes in
* the World fear’d their Valour and Power. It
“ was not difficult for Curins, Fabricins, Cincin-
““ matws, or Emilius Paulus, to content them-
 felves with the narroweft Fortune, when it
“ was no Obftacle to them in the Purfuit of
“ thofe Honours which their Virtues deferved.
“ Twas in vain to think of bribing 2 Man,
“ who fupped upon the Coleworts of his own
“ Garden. He could not be gained by Gold,
* who did not think it neceflary. He that
“ could rife from the Plough to the Triumphal
* Chariot, and contentedly return thither a-
* gain, could not be corrupted ; and he that
“ ﬁzft the Senfe of his Poverty to his Executors,
who found not wherewith to bury him,
might leave Macedon and Greece to the Pillage
* of his Soldiers, without taking to himfelf
““ any Part of the Booty. But when Luxury
 was brought mto Fafhien, and they came
¢ to be honoured who lived magpificently, tho”
¢ they had ip -themfelves no Qualities to di-
% ftinguifh them from the bafeft of Slaves, the
“ moft virtuous Men were expofed to fcorn if
¢ they were poor; and that Poverty, Whﬁc“‘;
Y bha
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 had been the Mother and Nurfe of theit
“ Virtue, grew infupportable. The Poet well
* underftood what Effe¢t this Change'had uport
© & the Werld, who faid,

Nullum crimen abeft facinufque libidinis, ex quo .
Paupertas Romana perit, Juven. -

“ When Riches grew to beneceflary, the De®
“ fire of them, which is the Spring of all Mif-
“ chief, follow’d. They who. eould not ob-
“ tain Honours-‘lv the nobleft A&ions, were
“ obliged to get Wealth, or purchafe them front
*“ Whores or Villains, who expofed them to
“ Sale: And when they were once entered into_
 this Track, they foon. learned the Viees of
“ thofe from whom they had reeeived theit
“ Preferment, and to delight in the Ways that
* had brought te it. When they were come to-
“ this, nothingcould ftop them : All Thought
% and Remembrance of Good was extinguifh=
“ ed. They who had bought the Commands-
¢ of Armies-or Provinces from Icetus or Nar-
“ ciffus, fought enly how to draw Meney from:
“ them, to emble them to purchafé higher
“ Dignuties, or gain.z more aflured Protettion:
¢ from thefe Patrons. This brought the Go-
“ vernment of the World under a moft i
 famous TFraffick ; and the Treafures arifing:
“ from it were, for the moft part, diffipated:
¢ by worfe Vices, than the Rapine, Violence
¢ and Fraud with which they had been gotten.
“ The Authors of thofe Crimes had nothing
¢ left but their Crimes; and the Neceflity of
¢ committing more, through tlm_lndigcr\ccﬁrrg
« ) : ¢ whic
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% which they were plung’d by Extravagance of
“ their Expences. Thefe Things are infepa-
* rable from the Life of a Courtier; for a
* fervile Natures are guided rather by Senfe
“_than Reafon, fuch as addi& themfelves to
 the Service of Courts, find no other Confo.
¢ lation in theit Mifery, than what they receive
* from fenfual Pleafures, or fuch Vanities as
¢ they put a Value upon; and have no other
 Care than to get Money for their Supply,
“ by begging, ftealing, bribing, and other in-
famous Pra&ices.” Their Offices are more
“ or lefs efteem’d, according to thc'0¥portup
* nities they afford for the Exercife of thefe
 Virtues; and no Man feeks them for any
% other End than for Gain, nor takes any other
¢ Way than that which conduces to it. The
* ufial Means of attaining them are, by ob-
“ ferving the Prince’s Humour, flattering his
* Vices, ferving him in his Pleafures, foment,
* ing his Paffions, and by advancing his worft
“ Defigns, to create an Opinion in him that they
- % love his Perfon, and are entirely addicted to
“ tis Will. When Valour, Induffry, and
. Wifdom, advanc’d Men.to Offices ; it wag
* no eafy Matter for a Man to perfwade the
Senate he had fuch Qualities as wereé required,
if he had them not : But when Princes feek
only fuch as love them, and will do what
they command, ’tis eafy to impofe upon
them ; and becaufe none that are good will
obey them when they command that which
1s niot fo, they are always encompafs’d by tke
* worft. ‘Thofe who follow them only for
¥ Reward, are moft liberal in- profeiimg Af
, “feion
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feQion to them, and by that Means rife. to
Places of Aurhority and Power. The Foun-
tain being thus corrupted, nothing that is

% pure can come from it. Thefe mercenary
¢ Wretches hawmg the Management of Affairs,
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Juftice and Honour are fet at a Price, and
the moft lucrative Traffick in the World is
thereby eftablithed. Eutropius, whes be was
a Slave ufed to pick Peckets and Locks; bus
being made & Minifter, ke fold Cities, Armies,
and Provinces 3 * and fome bave undertaken to
give probable Reafins to believe, that Pallas,
one o_fP Claudius’s manumis’d Slaves, by thefe
Means brought together more Wealth in Six
Years, than all tbegRoman Dittators and Confuls
had done, from the Expulfion of the Kings, to
their Paffage into Afta. The reft walk’d in
the fame Way, and the fame Arts, and many
of them fucceeded in the fame Manner.
Their Riches confifted not of Spoils taken
from Enemies, but were the bafe Produ&t of
their own Corruption. 'They vilued nothing
but Money, and thofe who could bribe them
were fure to beadvanc'd to the higheft Ofh-
ces ; and whatever they did, fear’d no Punifh-
ment.  Like Effe&ts will. ever proceed. from
the like Caufes. When Vanity, Luxury,
and Prodigality are in Fafhion, the Defire of
Riches muft neceffartly increafe in Proportion
tothem: And when the Power is in the
Hands of bafe mercenary Perfons, they will

always (to ufe the Courtiers Phrafe) make as

* —eee Nunc ubcriose raping :
Peceat in urbe manus. Claud.

much
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“ much Profit of their Places as they can.
% Not only Matters of Favour, but of Juftice
¢ too, will be expofed to Sale; and no Way
¢ will be open to Honours or Magiftracies, but
¢ by paying ‘argdi/]ﬁ)r them. He that getsan
“ ce by thefe Means, will not execute it
¢ ﬁ;m': : He thinks he may fell what he has
* bought; and would not have enter’d by cor-
¢ rupt Ways, if he had not intended to deal
s corru(!)dy: Nay, if a well-meaning Man
“ fhould fuffer himfelf to be fo far carry’d away
" “ by the Stream of a frevailing Cuftom, as to

“ purchafe Honours of fuch Villains, he would
“ be obliged to continue in the fame Courfe,
“ that he might gain Riches to procure the
“ Continuance of his Benefaltors Protetion,
“ or to obtain the Favour of fuch as happen
“ to fucceed them. And the Corruption thus
o finning in the Head, muft neceflarily dif-
“ fufe it felf into the Members of the Com-
“ monwealth: Or, if any one_ (which is not
“ to be expe&ed‘g after having been - guilty of
* one Villainy, fhould refolve to commit no
“ more, it could have no other Effe&, than to
¢ bring him to Ruin; and he being taken a-
“ way, all Things would return to their
¢ former Channel. -

Idm, &c"n

SIR,
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S IR, 4

SAIIujl, or whoever elfe was the Author of the
_two Difcourfes to Cefar about fettling the
Commonwealth, obferves to that Emperor,
that thofe Magiftrates judge wildly, who would
derive their own Security from the Corruption
of the People ; and therefore make them wicked
Men, to make them good Subjets: Whereas, fays
he, ’tis the Intereft of a wirtuous Prince to make bis
People virtuous ; for, the Debauched, baving thrown
off all Refiraint, are of all Men the moft -un-
governable, ’ .
Pliny tells Trajan, That all his Predeceffors,
except Nerva and one or two more, ftudied
how todebauch their People, and howto banifh
all Virtue, by introducing all Vices; firft, be-
caufe they were delighted to fee others like
themfelves; and fecondly, becaufe the Minds
of the Romans being depraved by the T'afte and
Vices of Slaves, they would bear with greater
‘Tamenefs the Impertal Yoke of Servitude.
Thus did thefe Governours and Enemies of
Rome, deftroy Virtue to fet up Power. Nor -
was fuch Policy at all new or ftrange : It was
then, and always will be, the direct Road to
abfolute Monarchy, which is in its Nature at
everlafting Enmiry with all Goodnefs and Ho-
nelty. The Roman Virtue and the Reman Li-
bertyexpired together ; Tyranny and Corrup-
tion came upon them almoft Hand in Han%h.
i ls



CAT0's LETTERS. 309

~'This fhews the Importance of an honeft Ma«
giftracy ; nothing certainly is more threatning,
or more to be apprehended than a corrupt one.
A Knave in Power is as much to be dreaded

as a Fool with a Firebrand in a Magazine of
Powder: You have fcarce a bare Chance for not
‘being blown up.

From the wicked and worthlefs Men, who
engroffed all the Places at Rome, in the latter
Days of the Commonwealth; and from the
monftrous Prodigalities, infamous Briberies, and
endlefs Corrupions promoted by thefe Men. the
fudden Thraldom of that glorious City might
eafily have been forefeen. It wasfearce poflible
to be honeft and prefers’d. Articus would never
accept of any Employment, tho’ he was offered
the higheft. ** This Refufal, fays Monfieur Bayle,
* was doubtlefs owing to his Virtue : There
“ was no riﬁn% to Offices then, but by Means
“ that were infamous ; nor was there any fuch
“ Thing as executing thefe Offices according to
‘: the Rules of Juftice and the publick Good,
“ without being expofed, for doing fo, to the
** Refentment and Violence of many and great
* wicked Men. He therefore chofe to be ra-
“ ther a virtuous private Man, than an exalted
¢ and publick Rogue. K
* How charming is this Example, but how
rare! If all Men were like A¢ticus, there would
be no danger of a State of Anarchy. But
as to that, we may be eafy ; for there will
be always more Rogues and Rooks at Hand
** to be devouring and monopolizing Places, by

¢ all proper vile Means, than there will be
& Places ta beftow.”

[4]
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Bayle goes on, and tells us of “a great Tra:
 veller, who being rallied upon his rambli
“ Humour, anf{wered, That he would ceafe
“ travelling, as foon as ever hecould find a
* Country where Power and Credit were in
¢ the Hands of honeft Meo, and Preferments
“ went by Merit: Nay then, fays one who
& heard him, you will infallibly die travelling.
_ Corruptian, Bribery, and Treachery, were
fuch Ways to Power, as dArticus would not
tread. Coll. Sidwey fays, that * a noble Per-
“ fon in his Time, who was a great Enemy to
¢ Bribery, was turned out from a confiderable
 Poft, as a Scandal to the Court; for, faid
 the principal Minifter, e will make no Profit of
¢ bis Place, and by that Means caft a Scandal :p-
 on thofe that do” And Alexander ab Alexandro
tells a Story of “ a very honeft Man, well
¢ skilied in the Languages, who having long
* ftruggled with Difficulties and Poverty, while
* he tiuft-d in vain to his Honefty and Learn-
¢ ing, bethought himfelf of a contrary Road 3
¢ and therefore turning Pimp and Pathick, in-
* ftantly he profpered, and got great Riches,
¥ Power, and Places.

Aude aliquid brevibu Gyaris & Carcere dignums.

Cicero, who lived to fee difmal Days of Am<
bition and Corruption at Rame, was {enfible
that he could do little or no good with all his
Abilities and his Honefty. ¢ If 1 faw, fayshe,
“ in a Letter to Lentuius ; 1f 1 faw the Comr-
¢ monwealth held and-governed by corrupt and
w defperate Men, as.has hagpene! in my Qay"i

. n
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% and formerly, no Motive or Confideration
® fhould engage me in their Interefts; neither
* their Bribes could mave me, sor could
s Danéers, which often fway the boldeft Men,
“ territy me; nor could any of their Civilities,
¥ or any of their Obligations, foften me.”

Talking, in another Place, of the Senate,
“ then aw’d by Power, orgoverned by Avarice,
“ he fays, Aus affentiendum eft nulla cum gravitate
¢ paucis, aut frufra diffentiendum : '%hat is,
“ you muft either bafely vote with Craffus and
¢ Cafar, and one or two Men more in Power.
*¢ ar vote againft them to noPurpofe.” Thdé

reat Men did not feck Power, nor ufe it, to
do good to their Country, which is the End
of Power; but to themfelves, which is the
Abufe of Power. Where Government is dege-
perated into Jobbing, it quickly runs into Ty-
ranny and Diflolution : And he who in any
Country poffefles himfelf of a great Poft for
the Sake of gainful Jobbs, asa certain great
Perfon once own’d he did, ought to finifh his
Iaft Jobb under a Gallows. -

It is natural and neceffary for thofe that
have corrupt Ends, to make ufe of Means that
are corrupt, and to hate all Men that are
uncorrupt. ~ ‘

I would lay it down as a Rule for all Na-
tions to confider and obferve, that where Bri-
bery is pra&ifed, ’tis a thoufand to one but
Mifchief is intended ; and the more Bribery,
the more Mifchief. When therefore the Peo-
ple, or their Truftees, are brib’d, they would
do well to confider that it is not, it cannot be,
for their own Sakes. Honeft and open Dcﬁt%ni.

whic
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which will bear Light and Examination, are
hurt and difcredited by bafe and dark Expedients
to bring them about : But, if you would per-
fwade a2 Man to be a Rogue, it is natural that.
Money fhould be your firft Argument ; and
therefore whoever “offers me a Bribe, does
tacitly acknowledge that he thinks me a
Knave.

Tacitus, taking Notice of the woeful Decline
of Virtue and Liberty, towards the End of the.
Republick, fays, That the greateft Villainies were
committed with Impunity, and Ruin was the
Price of Honefty ; deteriima queque impune 5 ac
multa honefta exitio fuere. And indeed, where
Corruption and publick Crimes are not care«
fully oppofed, and feverely punifhed, neither
Liberty nor Security can poflibly fubfft.

* The immenf Briberies pradtifed by Fulius
C«far were Ture and terrible Prefages of Cefar’s
Tyranny. It is amazing what mighty Sums he
gave away: Caius Curio alone, one of the T'ri-

unes was bought into his Intereft, at no
fmaller a Price than half a Million of our Mo-
ney. Other Magiftrates too had their Shares,
and all were bribed who would be bribed. We
may eafily conceive how he came by fuch
Sums; he got them as wickedly as he gave them
away. Nor can [ call him generous in this vaft
Liberality, fince he purchafed the Roman Em.
pire with itsown Money, and gave away a Part
to get the Whole,

Unjuft and unfrugal W?'s of throwing away
Money, make wicked and violent, Means ne-
ceflary to get Money ; and Rapine naturall
follows Prodigality. They that wafte bihc
t Oney,
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Money, feldom flop there ; but go 2 wicked
- Step farther, and having firft drained the Peo-
ple, at laft opprefs them. Publick Frauds are
therefore very alarming, as they are very big
with publick Ruin. What fhall we fay then
of other Times, when publick Schemes have
been concerted to confound all Property, and
to put common Honefty out of Countenance,
and banifh it from amongft Men ; and when
an Appetite for Power was only an Appetite
for Nﬁfc_hief ? Dreadful fure was the Profpe&t !
And yet this was the Stare of Rome in thofe
‘Days, as.will be feen further before this Letter

is igded. .‘ - :
. Nor would it have been any Advantage or
‘Security to Rome, tho’ Cefar and his Party had
been lefs able Men than in Truth they were :
Having debauched the People, be did more by
Corruption_towards enflaving ‘them, than he
did by his Parts, as great as they were. It is
fomewhere obferved, that to do good, requires
fome Parts and Pains ; but any Man may be a
Rogue. The World, fays the Proverb, listle
knows what filly Fellows gevern it. And even the
Difficulties of doing Good, proceed from the
Pravity of fome Mens Nature, ever prone to
do Evil; and fo ftrong is that Pravity, that
many Men do frequently ﬂiéht great Tempta-
tions to be honeft, and embrace flight Temp-
tations to be Knaves. :
It is an Obfervation, which every Bodf is
.capable of making, that a good Chara&er loft
Jds ’l’-nardly, if ever recovered. Now the Rea-
fon of this is not fo much from the Malevo-
lence of the World (often too ready to ca-
: lumniate)
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Jumniate) a8 from the Inability of a Knavé to

become honeft ; He is, as it were doom’d to
“be_one: The Biafs of his Spirit is crooked ;
ard if ever he alls honeftly, u is for a roguifh
Reafon. I have known a Man, who havin

wilfully loft all Credit, rejected as wilfully al
Opportunities to regain it, even when thrown
into his Lap: ‘He could not help earning frefh
Deteftation, with great Labour; when' he
might have acquired the higheft Rertown, with
the greateft Eafe. From hence may be feen
‘how dangerous'it is ever to truft 2 Man, who
has once been a Villain : and hence too may
be learned, that from Men who have done
‘eminent Mifchief, whether publick or private,
Freater {till s to be dreaded. Vice is a pra-
. lifick Thing, and Wickednefs- naturally begets

‘Wickednefs. '

Olearius, giving an Account of Muftovy, ob-
ferves, “ That the Great Duke’s Court hath
*¢ this in common with thofe of other Princes,
“ that Vice takes Place of Virtue, and gers
“ nearer the Throne. Thofe who have the
¢ Honour to be neareft his Perfon, are withal
% more fubtle, more deceitful, and more info-
¢ lent, than the others that have not. They
% know very well how to make their Advan-
“ tages of the Prince’s Favour, and look for
“ the greateft Refpets and humbleft Sub-
“ miffions imaginable from thofe who make
“ their Addrefles to them ; which the others
#% render them, as much to avoid the Mifchief
“ they might do to them, as for the Good they
“ expect from them.” This is the Chara&er
of a Court, where one is not much furprized:

: . nor
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for troubled to find out Fyranny and Corrupl
tion in abundahce : But one is at onee'amazed
and affe&ted with the mournful Account Sal/sft
gives us of the Romans in his Time ; the Ros
mans who bad been [0 virtuous a People, [o greak
and fo free ! ~ , B .
The Romans, he fays, were arrived to -that
Pitch of tien, that they gloried in Ex:
travagancy a:ﬂ' Rapine, and made Sarcafins
upon Virie. Modefly and a -difinterefted
Mind pafs'd with them only for Sloth and
Cowardice. 'Thofe that were in Power, neg-
leQing Virtue, and confpiring againft - Inno-
cence, préferr'd only their own Creatures. In-
mocentes circumveniunt, fwos ad hemorem- solland §
wicked Deeds and an mfamous Charaler; were
no Bars to the pofleiting of- Power ;. md’ thofé

that alted as it Rapine was their Employment,
and Plunder the Perquifites of their Place, were
not thought unfit for frefh Preferments. Non
facinus, nom “probrum, aiut flagitium obftar, quo
minus Magifiratus capiant : quod commodum eff,
srabunt, rapiunt. At laft, tﬁeir great Men had
"no Principle but Rapacioufnels, and obferved
no Law but their Luft. The whole Common-
wealth was become their Prey and their Pillage:
Poftrenio, tanquam urbe capta, libidine ac licentia
Jua, pro legibus utuntur, ’

The fame Author fays, That it would have
leflened his Concern, had he feen fuch great
Wickednefs perpetrated by Men of great Quae
Iities': But his'Grief had not .this Mitigation ;
For, fiys he, wretched Creatures with litrle
Bouls, whofe whole Genius lay in their Tongue,
and whofe utmoft Talent and Ability was to

. prate
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prate glibly,.exercifed with Infblence that Pow-
er which they had acquired by Chance, or by
the Sloth of others. 4c me guidem mediocris
dolor angeret, [i virtute partam villoriam more [uo
per fervitium exercerent : Sed bomines inertiffons
quorum omnis vis virtufque in lingua fita eft,
forte, & albserius focordia, dominationem oblatamn
snfolentes agitant. And for the Romen Nobility
of that Time, he fays, That like fupid
Statuep, their Names and Titles were their only
Orgaments » Inertiffini Nobiles, in guibus, ficus
in Statua, prater nomen, ushil eft additamenti.
“Salluft ad C. Czfarem, de Repub. Ordinand.

We fee what a Market thefe Men made of
Power, and what a Defrqe of Degeneracy they
introduced. The End of all was,, the, uttes
Lofs of Liberty, and a fettled Tyranny.

I am, &c.

7o CAT O,

SIR,

SEE what it is to be confpicuous ! Your
Honefty, and the Truths you tell, have
drawn upon you much Envy, and many Lies.
You cannot be anfwered; and therefore it is
fit to abufe you. Had you kept . grovelling
near the Earth, in Company with moft other
Weekly Writers, you might have lulled the
Town afleep as they do, with great Safety to
your Perfon, and without any Body’s faying
an
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an.unkind Word of you: But you have gal-
loped away. fo faft, and fo far before them,
that it is no Wonder the poor Vermin, con-
fcious of their- own Heavinefs and want of
Speed, esawl -after you and curfe you =—— -
It is natural ; human Sight is offended with

Splendor : ‘This is exemplified in a Man look=
ipg at the.Sun ; he makes all the while a World
of wry Mouths and diftorted Faces, = |

Confider your felf, Sir, as the Sun to. thofe
Authors, -who behold you with Agonies, while'
they - behold yois with Admiration. Greac

Minds alorie are pleafed with the Excellencies
of -others, and vulgar Souls provoked by them.
The Mob of Writers is like the Weavers Mob
All Levellers. This appears by their unman..
Rerly -and feditious Speechies ;anctm't'i% you,'
their Monarch. - Strange' Jnftance  of . Impu-,
dence: and . Ingratitude ! they live L;'pon "you,
and fcold at you. Your Lot is the fame with
that of many other eminent Authors; you
feed Vermin before you are dead. .. .

" “Your Slanderers, as they are below even Con,.
tempt, o are they far below all Notige: Bue
ip is worth corifidering who fet them at work,

rora whom they receivé the Wages of Proftis
tution, and what contradiftory Things- the

-Creatures are.taught to fay.. Scarce a -
gaper appear’d for a confiderable Time toge- -
ther, in which Cato’s Letters wére not extoll'd ;
and thofe who did it- endeavpured, to the beft
of their Skill, to write aftér him :. But finding
that his Labours made theirs ufclefs, and thar.
the recommending of publick Spirit was too
miéhty a Task for humble Hirelings, they fud-

- YQL. L L denly,
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denly, and without any Ceremony, tack about,
and by calumniating Cate, make themfelves
Liars : Such Deference have they for their
- Cuftomers, and for themfelves !

It is no Wonder, therefore, that ‘the fame
worthy, but waggifh Pens, reprefent him, with
the fame Breath, as an abandan’d_Asheift, and
a bigoeted Presbyterian ;, while others ‘plainly
prove him a flaming Facobite, arid an drrant Ré-
publican . that is, one who is high for Mo.
narchy, ‘and one who'is againft_all Monarchy.
I could fhew you thefe :pretty Confiftencies in
one and the fame Paper. - - -+ -

Cato had defcribed and thewed the horrid EF..
fe&ls of publick Confufion, and coritended for
pinifhing the Authors of our own.: Hence Cato
1v réprefented ‘as -an Enemy 2o Government and, .
Order,’ arid & Promoter, of Cmff{im.". St

-"Cato had beftowed real and unfdigned Enco-
‘miums ,up%n his Majelty, and' done all Juftice
tb the Abilities and Honefty of his Minifters

Cato is charged with cafting Reproaches, and
v Ig'Sdreafms upon bis Mafefly and bis Miniftry.

" Chto has writ' againft 'Turkifb, Afiatick, and
al forts of T'yrdniny Hente Caro is faid to be,
a great Incendiary, anll 21i opeis Enemy to our, Con-’
Sinition, : o T

“Cato ‘contends, that great Traytors bught to!
be hang’d : Hence Caro is traduced as if hé af>
front¢d she Government.. ~ . - '

~Cato ' afferts; that the Good of ‘Mankind is
the 'End ‘of Government : Hence' Cato is for
deﬁv‘d)lnsja# Governinent. L o

Cato lays down certain Rules for farther
-eftablifhing his Majefty’s Throne, and for en-

furing
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furmgto him for ever the Minds of his: Pcoplb‘
o B o e, v Tl
Gate has fhewn at ! ) 3
limited Monar¢lly, eofpecially of our - iolin =
ore Cato iy a_Republican. S
1 Cato has (hewn the gmdﬁ:lneﬁ of - populac
utrq&wns. and Fury; d!ch&f wik
?lars, the Uncerrainty :of. th 4
rcfore Can ﬁm up the Pao;k ) Scdmm wnd
o . vH
Cao lamcoﬁ)tlm grm(lmmnals are fhldowd
brought to the Gallows : Hence Cate ;s,xe;mq"
fented as ane that deforves tha Galaws. . - b
Catatalking of Turkey, obferyeswith Wamﬁ&
atid Concrg,thit the doly Name of God was
belied; and Religion proftiruted, te bind down
Wmchedw:ﬁ upon. bis Creaturess; and’to-prow
te&t the Tyrase; that does. it : Time ot Cate
Jourviloufly reviles the Church éf Eaglan
- Cato has fhewn the deftruive Terrors of
Arbitrary Power, and how it had al;no& dif~
peopled she Earth: In. anfwcr to th:s, it is: ﬁ:d,
that Cete wears 4 dark
Cato has com(f lained tha.t th:s great N&nom
has been abufe cheated, and exhanfled ; it
‘Trade suiped ; !ts Credit deftroyed ; ity Ma-
nufaltures dnfcouraged, &e. and affirmed, thes
Vengeance is dug to thofe Traytors who have
done it ; that none but Traytors will protedk
Traytoms that. ublick Honefty and publicls
Spinit; ought to be encouraged, in,Oppofition
ta publick Corryption, Briber ag and Rapme "3
that there is R¢gard 40 he h to the %’h&
Privileges; and Tempers of the People
ﬂ'andmg Asmies are drcadﬁll Tlnnas H ihat R |
itary
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Militarly: Government is ‘violent and bleody?
That they are the blackef Traytors, who
would bresk ‘the Confidence between ‘a Prince
and his Subjells : That great Men mind chiefly
the getting of Plumbs ; and that honeft Mea.
fures-are the beft Meafures. To all which it
#s replied,That Cato is & whistfial unreafinablé
Man;\ who-tdlki ‘anid 2ixpals: Rrange Thiwgs 5 and)
3n fine, that bb dveams vdd Drewms o .o .
By fuch powerful Arguments is Caro an<
fwerdd ; by fuch preovprares decried.. M is
_ w¢ally « great Criminal ; he afferts. the Rights
and Property ‘of the People, und calls for Ju-
ftice upon thofe: who would defiroy them. He
% furely & Facobite, who would not Jev: certain
@ivvated ‘Sages do what they.wotlld, and get
‘what they “pleafed. I would ask, Whetheér
the obligingy proteCting, and avenging the in-
jured People, be likely Ways to bring in the.
Pretender 2 And yet-thefe ate the Ways which
Ciisd contends for ' ‘Or, Whether the deceiving,
loading, and fqueezing'of the harmlefi People,
be natural Ways to make and keep them well
dfteGed - And yet thefe are.the Ways which
Cato condemnns anid expofes, -~ . @
- ‘Being detached from all Parties, and-emis
stenitly guiltlefs of all perfonal Views of his
own, and gairig upon Principles certainly true
in themfelves, and certainly beneficent to hu-
mane Spciety ; it is-no Wonder that he is read
#nd: apyréved by every intelligent Man in Bsg-
b, except' the Guilty, their Screens, Hire-
Liigs,! 'and( Adherents.. What- he writes, the
Pedple feel to be. true. If Mer can be great
Knaves in fpight of Oppofition; how much
Loy . greater
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greater would they be, if there were none?
And if l]uﬁice .is oppofed, openly, fhamele{ly;
and violent] ofppofed, in fpight of her Cham-
pions, adea enders ; fhe- muft- certainly: be
deftroyed, if fhe had.none, It is a difmal Res
BeGion, that Juftice muft fametimes be foughs
for Inch by Inch, before it can be obtained,
and at laft is,not half obtained ; and that the
higher and blacker the Villainy 1s, the greater:
is the Security. I hope this will .never be our
Cafe ; but I could name many, a. Country-
whofe Cafe it has been, - R
- I am pot.furprized that certain tall, Tray-.
tors’are very angry at Cato. Good now held your
Tongue, faid a Quack to his complaining Pa-
tient, under Agonies into which he had been
€aft by the Do&or’s infallible Specifick : Good
now bold your Tongue, and be eafy, — leave the
Matter to sie, and the Matter will go wel ; that
is, lie -ftill and die,-gnd I will warragt. you.
Great Grief- and Diftrefs will have Utterance,:
in {pight of Artor Terror. . .~ .. .
On Afcenfion Day, when the Dogc of Venice
weds the Sea with a Ring; the Admiral, who
conduéts the Bucentauro, or Veflel in ' which:
that: Ceremony is performed, does a bold,
Thing : He pawns his,Head to the Sgnate,-tos
epfure them againft the Danger.and Effe&s 'of,
Tempefts and Storms. But the Thipg wouldi
be ftill bolder, if.he had firlt wilfully raifed a
Storm, or bored a Hole in the Veflel, '
I appeal to the Senfe of the Nation, daily.
uttered in. their Addrefles to the Parliament for.,
Relief and Vengeance, whether Caro’s Septi-
mehts are nof the fame with theirs ;. and 1 ap-;
L3 peal
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peal to the Sufferings, the heavy, melancholly
Sufferings of the People, whether either Care
or they fpeak thus without Grounds.

- The Grounds are too vifible, and their AL
Jegations too true—— Hence the Rage of Guilr,
which is more gall’d by Truth, than Innocence
s hirt by Lies : And hence ] have heard it
obferved, concerning a certain Set of Worthies,
thdt they do not care what Falfhoods you pub-
Jifh concerning them, but will never forgive
you if you -meddle with Faéls. ‘

For_ certain Gentlemen to find: Fault with
Cate’s' Letters; is t0 avow their own Shame.
Whv was there Occafion given for thofe Eet-
tere? Some other Queftions might be asked
too, which would difcover frefh Blacknefs in:
thefe Betrayers, were they not already all-over
black. Who is it that might bave checked,
atd - yet did not check rampant Rogues laft
Sutrimér ? And from what Motives proceeded
fuchk Omiflion? Who is it that openly fcreeng
open Guilt ? Who is it that conceals the Evi-
dente of Guilt ? Who is it that browbeats the
Purfuers of Guilt? Who is it that throws Ob-
fracles in the Parliament’s Way ? Who is it
that lengthens out the Procefs ? Who is it that
firives to defeat the Enquiry ? Who is it that
makes Malecontents, and then reprosches them
for'being fo ? :

*In-vain they fall upon Ceto with lying Re-
roaches, falfe PiCures, and ugly Names :
g’heir Condué& bewrays them ; by making him
of évery Party, they fhew him to be of none ;
as’he has fhewed himfelf to be of none. I
thoight it, however, not amifs; thus oncei«ilr



. CATOSLETTERS. 113

all to ‘make his Apology, and to fhew what

~are his Crimes, and who his Enemies, His
great Guilt is, that he will not f&;u-g Guilt ;
and the great Objetion to his Writings is,
that they cannot be anfwered. Let the Reader
judge whether I have mifreprefented him or

Lis Foes, who are no other than the late Dire¢-
tors, their Friends and Confederates.

As to the poor Weekly Journeymen of the
Prefs, whofe Principle is the ready Penny, and
who, for a Morfel, defile Paper and blot Re-
putations without hurting them, they deferve.
no Refentment. It is their Profefion to do
what they are bid, when they are paid for it.
A Church is not the lefs facred, becaufe Curs
frequently lift up their Leg againft it, and af-
front the Wall: It is the Natute of Dogs. They
therefore are and ought to be pitied and over-
look'd ; the Bufinefs of this Letter to you, Sir,
being to expofe the falfe-and unjuft Cenfures
of fome, who bear a greater. Figure than fuch
harmlefs Weckly Writers, without poffefling
more Honefty.

. The ConjeQures of thefe Creatures about
the Perfon of Cate, afford Matter of Mirth.
They will needs know him right or wrong.
Let them gpefs on ; whatever they guef, I
will venture to pronounce them Lyars, tho™
they fhould guefs truly ; fince without being
able to do any thinfl more than guefs, they yet

o on o affirm ; which no honeft Man would
without competent Evidence.
I am, Sir y
Yowr Humble Servant,

"PORTIUS
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. SIR, e o
T Would willingly propagate and preferve the
I following Order of Council, asa Monu.
ment-of His aje(t{:l: reat Zeal for Virtue and
Religion. It is publifh’d in the Gagzeree of the
agth of April, in the following Words:

At the Court of St. Fames’s, the 28th Day
of April, 1731,

‘P RESENT,
The King’s Moft Excellent Majefty ileouqciE

ho His -Majcﬂz having received Informa-
- & L ¢ tion, which gives great Reafon to
“ fufpect that there have lately been, and flill
“ are, in and about the Cities of London and
“Weftminfler, certain {candalous Clubs or So-
¢ cieties of young Perfons, who meet together,
“and in' the moft impious and blafphemous
¢ Manner infult the moft facred Principles of
“ our- Holy Religion, affront Almighty God
“ himfelf, and corrupt the Minds and Morals
* of one another; and being refolved to make:
“ ufe of all the Authority committed to him
“ by Almighty God, to punifh fuch enermous-
“ Offenders, and to crufh fuch fhocking Im-
¢ pieties before they encreafe and draw down
¢ the Vengeance of God upon this Nation :
. [13 His
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“ His' Majefty has thonght fit to ' command
* the Lord Chancellor, and his Lerdfhip is
* hereby required, to call together His Ma.
¢ jetty’s Juftices of the Peace of Middléfex and
*“ Wefiminfler, and ftrictly to enjoin them,: in
“ the moft effe@Gual Manner, that they, and
¢ every of them, do .make the moft diligent
¥ and careful” Enquiry and Search for the Difs
“ covery of any Thing of this and the like
“ Sost, “tending in any wile to the Cosruption
 of the Principlesdnd Manners of Men ; and
“ to lay before his Lordfhip fuch Difcoveries
% as from Time to Time may be made, to the
“ End that all proper Methods may be taken
“ for the utter Suppreflion of all fuch deteftable
¥ PraQices. His Lordfhip is further direGted
“ to urge them to the due Execution of their
“ Office, in dete@ing and profecuting with
“ Vigour all Profanenefs, Immorality, and
¥ Debatichery, as they value thie Blétling . of
“ Almighty God, as they regardthe Hat‘gmeﬁ
“ of their Country, which cannot fubfift if
 "Things facred and virwous are trampled up-
“ on, and as they tender his Majefty’s Favoun,
“ to which they cannot recommend themfElves
* more effeCtually than by fhewing.the ntpioft
¢ Zeal upen fo important . an. Occafion 5 to
“ which End his Lordfkip is to acquaine them,,
“ that as His Majefty for himfelf hu.nothir(u)?
“ more at Heast than to ne?:rdr the Henour
“ God, fo impioufly firuck at, and is deter—
-4 mired to, {bew adl Marks of Lifpleafure. and
“ Difcouragement to amy who. feay lie evem
““ under the Sufpicion of fuch Praltices ; fo he
& fhall always accougt: i}:hc.-gread’c and nmi:
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“-fibftantial Service they can do to His MaS
% 3efly orhis Governmrent, to exert themfelves
¢ '1n difcovering any who are guilty of fuch
4¢ Jmpieties, that they may be openly profecu-~
“ ted and punifhed with the utmoft Severity
“ and moft publick Ignominy which the Laws
% of the Land caninflict.

EDWARD SOUTHWELL.

To this it is added, in the fame Gagerre,
¢ That His Majefty has been pleas’d to give
$ Orders to the Prineipal Officers of His
% Houfhold, to make ftri& and diligent En-
“ quiry, whether any of His Mﬁ”eﬂ:y’s Ser-
“ vants are guilty of the horrid Impieties
% mentioned in. the Order of Council inferted:
 dbove, and to make a Report thereof to
& His'Majefty,” - :

Thefe Societtes muft certainly be as diftra&ted
#s they are impious. 1 have indeed been in
doube till now, whether there really were any
fuach 4 but I am i no doubt about the Punifh-
atrent they deferve : 1-think it ought to be the
wnoft fevere that :is dueto fuch raving Wicked-
nefs, which is firch, as neither Youth nor Wine
chn-excufe, nor indeed extenuate 5 and till they
ate further punifhed, I think the darkeft Holes
i Bedinms ought to be their Portion, But out-
rageous and godlefs as they ‘are, they do not
-merit mdre Deteftation and Severiry, than do.
‘thofe who'inhumanely give. out, that Gentle-
imen whe abhor fuch Clubsiare Members of
‘them : The Authors of fo.dreadful-a Calumny
are much worfe than Mugtherers:; .becaufe they

€Cha~
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endeavour to take away from Men fomething
much dearer than Life : They are there-
fore in the Cla with Demons, and earn
gl‘ﬁ?&mighty Vengeance as God only can

" The above Order of Council is very juft and
religious, and of excellent Hfe and Example :
So much Zeal camnot ftop at a Club or two of
pernicious, tho’ private Sinners; but doubtlefs
extends to other Criminals, mere publick and
confiderable; and even more deftrutive. The
greateft Parr of the Wickednefs done by thofe
thoughtlefs young Wretches, s done to them-
felves, and like to remmin with them; there
being littie Probability that they will ever make:
many Profelytes to their affonifhing Frenzies =
‘Whereas the other great Criminals, for the fole:
Sake of doing good to themfelves, have undene:
almoft every Man: in England, with Esgland it
felf into the Bargain.- Fhey.fet Three Nations
so fale, and themfelves fixing the Priee, were

emiclves the Buyers: They purchas’d our
Happinefs, and paid us in Want and Sorrow.
Every good -Man is Proof againft the Conta-
gion of Profanenefz ; but Virtue and Good-
nefs ffood us in no ftead 'a@ai’nﬂ: our Moneya
Mongters, who baving robb’d .all oneft Men,,
smade a Jefbof Honefty it felf. Can there be
greater ' Evils under the Sun, thap rampapt
Plunderers, abandon’d Corruptiomy . and de-
vouring Calamity ? Or aré there any other Evils
which thete domat produce? - -

. We therefore take it for grapted, Fhat o=
s Majefly is determoin’d ta foew-all Marks of Dif-
Pleafire and: Difcauragement fo any who may cv;n

t hye
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ye under the Sufpicion of fuch deftrutive Praflices §
Jo be will always account it the moft [2bfiantial Ser-
vice We can do to him and bis Government, to
exert ourfelves in ds‘fmerin;g any who are gailty of
Juch unparallel’d Frauds, fuch National Wicked-
nefs; that they may be opemly profecuted, and
puniflo’'d with the utmoft Severity, and moft publick;
Ignominy that the Legiflature can inflig. ‘

And, as “ His Majefty has been pleas’d to
“ give Orders to the Principal Officers of his.
¢ Houfhold, to make ftri@ and. diligent En--
““ quiry, whether any of His Magfly’s Ser-
“ vants are guilty of the horrid Impieties.
“ mentiomed in the Order of Council inferted:
“ above, and' to- make Report thereof to-
“ His Majeflly :> So we may aflure our
felves, that the fame fevere Enquiry has  been
already made, whether any of thofe in Truft:
under MHis Nfajefty, or abour his Perfon, have:
flain’d cheir Hands, difhonour'd their Mafter,
and provok’d Admighty God, by promoting.or
embarking i any of the horrid and fpreading:
Mifchiefs, pra&is’d laft- Year by the late Sousd-
Sen Dire@ors, and-theirConfederates,

Ao Enquiry into Religion, and thie private:

Morals of Men, s not.inconfiltent with anc

Enquiry into Civil and Publick Villainies; nor
can the former ever prove a Bone of Contems

tion to divert the latter, whatever the: Wicked: -

and the Guilty may hope, and the Honeft and:
Diftrefled mz;rprchcnd’. Freftr Objeds of
Horror and Averfion cannot leflen: our general
Detéftation For thofe, who ought to be beyond
all others détefted. While we purfue Wolves:
and Tygers, and the mightier Beafts of l?r;y,.

[
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who if they are not déftroyed will continue to
eftroy, we are not te be diverted by the Scent
of a Fox or Badger, tho’ they may anyioy a pri-
vate Neighbourhood, and difpeople Hen-roofts.’
Our publick Virtue is the beft and fureft
Proof we can give of our private Piety: Piety
and Juftice are infeparable; and Prayers faid
‘T'en times a Day, will not attone for ¢ Murder
or 2 Robbery committed once 2 Month : Ap-
pearances go for nothirig, when Faéls contra-
di& them. The readieft - Way therefore to
fhew that our Hearts are pure, is to fhew that
our Hands are clean, and that we will punifh
thofe that have foul ones.

Here is a Teft of our Virtue and Innocence !
Let us hang up publick Rogues, as well as
punifh private Bla thmers.l ‘The Obfervance
of Religion, and the Negle& of Juftice, are
Contradi@ions. Let any Man ask Kimfelf,
‘Whether a Nation is more hurt by a few giddy,
unthinking young Wretches, talking madly i
their Drink ; or by open, deliberate and pub~
lick Depredations committed by a Junto-of Ve.
teran Knaves, who add td the Injury, and to
their own Guilt, by a Shew of Gravity, and
canting Pretence to Religion? The late Di-
reCtors all pretended to be good Chriftians. F
would ask one Queftion more ; namely, Whe-
-ther it had not been better for England, thatthe
late Dire&ors, and their Mafters, had fpent
their Nights and their Days in the Hell-Fire.
- Club, than in contriving and executing execra-
ble Schemes, to’ruin England > Pray, which of
the Two is your greater Enemy ; He whe robs
you of all you have, but neither curf;g nor
wears
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fwearsat you; or -he who only a.n-(és you or
himfelf, and takcs nothmﬁ rom you

Where Juftice. is ex y obferved, Religion
will be obferved ; and to prétend to be very
ftrict about the Latter, without minding the
Former, would be highly abfurd and ridiculous.
Vu'tue nece xl)"Jroduces Religion, and is it

felf Religion ; Pro fanencfs and Irreligion

will ever and neceffarily follow Corruption,
the prolifi ck ntof numberlcﬁ Mifchiefs.

Private Profanenefs is not therefore half fo
terrible to humane Socnety, as publick Ro, ery
and publick Robbe The Happmc
Mankind is ﬁxrely the Caufe of God 5 an&
whenever I hear of Arrets and Edicts made by
Popifh and Tyranaical foreign Princes, in Fa-
vour of Reh%non, I confrder them as fo many
Mockeries of God, whofe Creatures they, at
the fame Time, gnnd and deftray. As com-
fiftently mighe they pretend éreat Zeal for ob-
ferving religioufly the Sixth Command, and yet
murder by War and Famine T Ten Thoufand
of their Subjets a Week.

Fames Nailor was {everely punifhred for Blaf
El‘\femy 3, Is there.any Comparifon, 2s-to their

e&ts, between the Crime of Fames Nailor, and
the Crimes of the late DireQors and their Se-
conds and Abettors & Fames Nailor (being him-
felf deluded) mifled a few. igharant People,
whofe Error was their greateft Crime : But our
modern Impoftors, our Sowrb-Sea Deceivers,,
have altually and wilfully plunder'd their Cous-
try of near Thirty Millions of Money, and in-
valved it in univerfal Cenfufion and Want.

ke
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. Teis therefore a fenfible Pleafure to' us, tobe®
- holdHis Majefty and His Miniftry engaged withr
fo much invindicating our Property aswell .
as our Religion. His ajeﬁ{. in particular,
has condefcended with unparalell'd, Iam fure
uncommon Goodnefs, to tell the Lord-Mayor
and Court of Aldermen, that be bas no Share in
sbhe late wicked Management, 'This is a Piece of
Royal Grace, with which, I believe, neverany
Subjets were blefled before. From hence we
may draw a frefh Affurance of His Majefty’s
Alacrity and Readinefs, to punifh the execrable
Authors of that wicked Management, who are
alfo the greateft Ememics to his Crown and

Dignig— . . .
- % His Majefty being refolved to make ufe of
¢¢ all the Authority committed to him by Al-
¢ mighty God, to pumifh fuch enormous Of
¢ fenders, and to crufh fich thocking Fmpie-
¢ ties, before they encreafe and draw dowa the-
 Vengeance of God upon this Nation” I
fay, His Majefty being thus zealous for Reli-
gion and the Nation, will never fuffer the Au-
thors of the greateft Evil, the higheft Villainy
ever committed in this Nation, to efcape un-
unifhed. Has ever a heavier Judgment be-
allen our Nation,: than the laft Year’s merci-
lefs Rapine ? And can there be greater Enemies
to Gog and Man, than the Authors of it ¥
Monfters, who were for plucking up all Vertue-
_ and all Property by the Roots. Oh, that their
Succefs had not mcreafed their Guile! They
alted asif they did not believe that there was.
a God who judged the World, and as if they
deficg all humane Tribunals, as well S.Si the
ivine.



231 CATOs LETTERS:

Divine. Thefe are the Atheils terrible 0. Sos
ciety ; and this is the Atheifin’ wofully. and
univerfally felt. Defolation and Mifery are the
Occupation and Sport of Devils, ‘and they their
Vicegerents who promote them:

He who talks profanely of Things facred, is
.a wicked Man, and as ill bred as he is wicked :
But he who wantonly fills a Country, a vylo-
rious and happy Country, with Want, Woe,
and Sorrow ; griping Want, difmal Woe, anci
piercing Sorrow ; what Name, what Torture,
what Death does he ot deferve ¥ He s a De-
ftroyer-General —— He is a mad Dog, with
ten thoufand Mouths, who fcarters Poifon, -
Wounds, and Death, all around him. 4

I fhall conclude in the ftrong Words of the
above Order of Council ; namely, That as we
waluse the Bleffing of Almighty.God, as we regard
-the Happinefs of. our Country, which cannot fubfit
#f Things facred and virtuons (and fuch are pri-
wate Property, publick Faith, and publick Juft
tice,) are trampled upon : and as We tender hix
Majefly’s Favour, to which we cannot recommend’
::;t (Elv?. more ;fcﬂually, than by freming tlbeﬁ:m-

eal upon o important an Occafion >

as w§ value all thefe, ler us be warm, bold,. atﬁ
altive .in the Difcovery aad’ Punifhment of
Juch enormous Offenders; and to crafb fuch fbocking
Mifchiefs, before they increafe, and draw down the
Vengeance of God upon this Nasson.

X am, &C.

P.S. L, who hate to feethe Punihment of any
fort of great Wickednefs linger, do here propofe
) an.
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an Expedient to come at a Certainty about the
blafphemous Clubs : Let a2 Reward be publick-
ly offered for the Difcovery of -any of their
Members, to be paid upon their legal Con.
viGion ; and in the mean time, let us not caft
random Reproaches upon particular Men ; left,
b{ falling upon the Innocent, they return dou-
ble upon our felves. It is bafe and difhoneft
to feign Crimes that are not ; and where they
really are, it is barbarous and diabolical to fa-
ther them upon the Guiltlefs: He who charges
upon another a Crime that deferves the Gal-
lows, does, if it proves falfé, pronounce Sen-
tence againft himfelf, and proclaim his own’
Right to Tyburn : As, on the other Hand, he
who skreens from the Gallows thofe that de-
ferve it, adopts their Title to'the Halter, and
ought to fwing in their Room. .
Can there be grcatcr]uﬁice and Impartality
“than this? And 1 affure you, Sir, 1 heartily’
with they may take place. S

.

S IR,

Send you another excellent Letter of the
great Brutus, They who fa( I forged the
laft, make me as great a Complement as ever
was made to Man ; fince whoever could write
that Letter, is, without refle@ing on my Co-’
temporaries, certainly the greateft Man of the

Age. B

5. . .o

To
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. 'To the former Letter, I gave you an hifto®
tllncal Introdu&ion ; I fhall give you another to
this

Brutus and Cqffius, after the Death of Cefar,
having left Rome ; Ofavius, Cefar’s Nephew,
arrived there : He was no more than Ninet
Years old ; and the firft Thing of Note that
happened to him, was a Quarrel with Mark

" Anthony, who treated him like a Child, with
Contempt, and indeed was grown infupport-
able to all the World: Cicero and Anthony be-
ing then declared Enemies, Ofavius was per-
fwaded by his Friends to throw himfelf into
the Arms of Cicero. Hence began their Friend-
thip, equally defirable to both : Cicere governed
the Senate, and O84vius had the Hearts of his
Uncle’s Soldiers, with great Treafure to gain
new Friends, and carry on new Deﬁ?:(.. Mark
Anthony was the common Enemy of both, and
of the Republick, which he as outrageoufly.
attacked, as Cicero warmly defended. o

This Quarrel gave Occafion to thofe Ora-
tions of Cicero, called the Philippicks; which are
eternal Monuments of his Love for his Coun-
try, as well as of the marvellous Eloquence of
that Great Man, o

Cicers and Ofavius fucceeded ; they got the
better of Mark Authomy, and drove him out
Rome. But by his Intereft and A&ivity, he
foon gathered fuch a Force, as he thoughst fuf-
ficient to make himfelf Mafter of Rume ; which
therefore he prepared to attack and poflefs by
downright Violence, But O&aviys g:‘ving le-
vied, at his own Expence, an Army, compos’d
moftly of the Veteran Troops of Cefar, o!z

‘ posd
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posid the March of Anthony, and diverted that
dreadful Storm from the City. Cicers, who
had undertaken the Defence of 0&svivs from
his firft. Arrival at Rome, and laboured to fortis
fy his Canfe by ‘the Authority of the Senate
was not wanting to extol this firft Service of
O&avius for the Republick. Henceé extraordi-
nary . Honours were decreed him; that he
fhould be made Propretor, and in that Qua.
lity;, Comimander of the Army; that a Re-
compence fhould bif"n to his Troops ; that
ke fhould be. received .into the Number of the
Senators ; that he might, beforé he came of
Age, demand all the other greateft Dignities of
the Commonwealth ; and even that a Statue
fhould be ere&ted to him.

In the mean Time Antheny, thus repuls’d by
O8avins, march’d into the Cifalpifie Gaxl, 10
drive from thence Decimus Brutus, its Govers
rour, a Kinfinan of our Brarss, and one of the
Tyranmicides. 'That Governour, being unprqe
vided of Forces fufficient to fight Anthony, re<
tired into the City of Modens, a Roman Colo.
ny, and there fhutting himfelf up, expelted
Succours from the Senate. Anthony in the In-
terim lays Siege to the Place, in hopes that
being once Mafter of that Ci(g, he would foon
be {g of Gaul; and afterwards be enabled ta
return into Iraly, with a Power fufficient ta
conguer Rowe, where he meant to ere&t a Do
minion as abfolute as was_that of Cefar. - .

‘That Siege occafioned frequent Meetings of
the Senate, where, in fine, Mark Anthony was
declared an Enemy to’ the Commonwealth ;.
and both the Confuls, Hirsins and Pan/e, v(r‘ere

. cat

~
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fent with an Army to relieve Decimius Brutus 3
With the Confuls,’ 0f4vigs was likewife fent. .
~ During all thefe Tranfaltions, our Brusas
and Caffis having ftaid fome Time.in Iraly,
after their. leaving Rome, were how retired to
their Governments, Bratus to Mncedonie, and
Caffias to Syria, and both were kevying Men;j
and forming Armies, for the Defence of the
Commonwealth. '

As. to Cicero, he was now in the Zenith of
Power, and governed all Things at Rome : He
particularly. prefided in the Senate, as the moft
ancient Confular, during the Abfence of the .
Two Confuls. In this Situation, he was won.
derfully curiousto know what was the Oginion
of Brutus concerning himfelf and his Adminie
firation. It is certain Brutus had his higheft
Efteem ; and he thought that if he could pro-
cure the Efteem of Brutus, it would be an emi-
nent Proof of bis own Virtue and Merit, as
well as the moft glorious Reward of that Vir~
tue and Merit. Brutus had, in all his Letters,
been very filent with him upon this Head.
Cicero therefore makes ufe of Arricus, their
common Friend, to fift Brutus, and know his
Sentiments. As foon, therefore, as it . was
known at Reme, that the Stege of Modens was
rais’d, and Anthony defeated by the- Two Con-
fuls and Oftevius, Articus difpatch’d the-News
to Brutus, and in his Letter founded him about
his Thoughts of Cicere. - :

"'The following Letter is a frank and o
Anfwer to that of. Asticus. In it he juﬁi;
condemns Cicero’s oves-violent Hatred to. Mark:
Anthony, which betsay’d him into as unrcagnl»

B e
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able an Affetion and Deference for Ofavius?
his Champion! againft Antbony. Cicero faw his
Ertor:at laft,: bt faw it ‘too late ; the Power
and Credit to. which bhe had raifed O8avsus,}
coft him his Life, and Reme "her Liberty. Ci-
cero, who was the Author of all the Greatnefs
3nd: Amhofiz;of O84vius, was by Ofevins gi-
ven, up to the Rage and Slaughter of Murk
Asthony, againfk 'whomt Offavius had been ge-
peroufly deferided- and fupperted by Cicero :
And Qtavius enflaved the Commonwealth -with
thofe  very. Arms, which the' Commoniwedltl
bad ¢rofted with him for her Prote&@ion.
carly had’.the pious ,Auguﬂm learn’d the; :
and Gratitude of anvAbfolute Monanch. -, -
S O S S PR R
. AT SRR .Ilm;&:S'
.- BRUTUS to ATTEICUS.
74 Y QU tell me; that Cicero'wonders whyy
-2 ¢ in any of my Letters, I have never
¢ diftowered to him my Sentisnents.concerning’®
“ his Managetnent and Adminiftration at Rerde ¢
I thérefore difcover thofe Sentiments to you;’
& fince ‘you-are fo eameft to know them.” - *

.
v & v

- % ] know well the Sincerity and great Up

“ rightnes of Cicero’s Intentions: His Paflion
“ far the Good ‘of the Commonwealth is in<-
“ deed evident and remarkable. But prudent’
“ and wife a5 he is, he has given Proofs of a*
¢ Zeal which is imprudent, and a Heart that
“ is vain: I leave it to you to judge, which’
% of thefe fway’d him, when- more forward-
& thaa well advifed, be drew upon bi‘r‘nfﬁ: t;}e‘i'
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¢ Hatred-of fo terrible 2 Foe as: Mark Aathony:
¢ This he iteant: for the'Good of: the Com.
¢ mdnwealth ; but it ‘has had a.contrary Eff
::. fe&‘,’oﬁ‘:‘fx ll:y (;t, inftead l?f' _hﬁd%:: he
“ pro , the dangerous Power ‘o SuS
“ he has fdrtha'a:?r'brdted his- Ambition and
¢ raifed his Aims. - Be fuch is the-faal
% Complaifanee -of Ciwrs for' thit Many that
% he cannoe help:fpeaking of iy falf and the
% Patrioty of my Country, with fevert and
+ ¥ .biwer Language';; whi¢ch, however, returns
$ double upon himfelf: If we have put one
€ ‘Man 10 Death, he has put many. - We kil
€ led ‘Cefar, and he the Aflociates of Cataline.
“I e Cafea, who gave Cafar the firft
¢ Blow, is & Murtherer, as Cicero, to pleafe
¢ O&nvins, calls him ; Cicero himfelf is one,
* and muft confefs himfelf one, and his great
“ Enemy'Be]Ha'q’sfju&iﬁed" in calling him fo.

¢ How ! becaufe we have not the Ides of
€ March, in which' we difpatched Cafar, eters
 nally in our Mouths, a8 Cicero has thé Nones
. of "December, . which ‘he. fappreffed: the’
“-Confpiracy.of Casiline; and wikiich ‘he is fot'
“ ewer celebrating upon all Ocehfions ; does hé’
“ take Advantage of ourModefty amd his own”
. Vanity, and %cnd from hence’ more Reafon
“t to blame a glorious Deed done by us for
. Mankind, than Cledius and Beftia had to
¢ condemn, as they always did, his own fevere
. Conduét .when he was'Conful ?. -

: * Cicero every where boafts that he fuftained’
“f'the War agamft Anrhony'; and yet No-body’
“ ever faw Cicero out of 3 Gown, -and ‘Words'
& were his Weapons. But let it be fo,“tl;::‘

[
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¢ he hag defeated Anthony ; Where isthe Victad
* 1y, if, curing" one Miféhicf, it introdticés &
“ worfe ? And "what av.ils it to have extine
“ ﬁuifbed the Tyranny of Anthony, if he who
% has done it, ere&s another in.its Room more
¢ terrible, by being more durable ? And yet
# thus it will be if" we fuffer if. ‘Thefe are .
“Articles in. the Condué&t’ of ‘Cicero,  which.
“ Thew that . it i¢" not the Tyrant nor the Ty,
* ranny that he fears ; but it is only Anthony,
¢ thathe Fears. If 2 Man will have a T'yrant,,
% itis all one to me, whether he be more or.
“ lefs ou us ; it is the Thing, it is the
% havinga Tyrant, which I dread, = . ..

.% That Cicero is Eaﬁenig to fet up'a Tyrant,
¢¢ is plain from A&ions asvifible as fad. O&avim.
¢ is allin all; a Triumph is decreed him; his,
o Trobgs have Largefles given- themi; hé is, -
“ loaded with Flatteries, he is covered with'
¢ Honours, - What Shame for Ciceri to behold.
¢ all this, and his own abje& Pofture ! His.
Rhablick,Behavioun;, and the ‘Speeches and,

otions he makes in the Sénats,- 3il ééntring,
“ in his Mafter; are they not'a S¢apdal, to.the,
s grcat Figure of that great Confulat, dnd, a.
¢ Srain upon the renowned Name of ‘Cicero 7 -
" % You will read this with Pain,. as with Pain
“ 1 write it; but it is a Task you have put,
s g?on me. Befides, I know your Thoughts,
* of our publick Affairs, and .that- defperate

* and extraordi as they, are, you think,
¢ contrary to a|l Appearance, they may be
¢ remedied by Means that are ordinary. 1.do.
“ not however blamg you, my dear Aeticus;,
& comfort your felf with Hope, it is agrecable

» to

[ ]
(]

[N



240 CATOs LETTERS.

“ to your Age, to the Sweetnefs of your Tems
* fer, and to your Regard for your Children:
“ 1 do not therefore wonder that you are indo.

% lent and fanguine; which Difpofition of
® yours appears ftill further to me from the
¢ ‘Account my Friend Flavius gave me of what
& pafi'd hetween you and him.

. “.But to rctugn to Cicero; pray where is the
“ Difference between him and. the fervile Sa/s
% gidenus ? Could that bafe Retainer to 0&a-
“ wius ftruggle for the Glory of bis Mafter.
“ with more Labour and Zeal, than does
% Cicero 2 You will fay -perhaps, Cieero dreads.
% ‘i1l the Remains of the Civil War, This is.
¢ wild : Can an(, one dread a beaten Enemy,
“ and yet apprehend nothing from. the formi.,
“ dable Power of one who commands$.a great,
. Army, elevated by Victory.; nor from the.
¢, Rathnefs of a young Man, who may con-
“ quer the Commonwealth by the Means
¢ which enabled him to conquer for it ? Does
€ Cicero therefore make this mighty Court to
¢ O&avius, bécaufe having given him fo much,
 he thinks ’tis dangerous not to give him all 2.
% Oh the wretched Folly of Cowardice ! thus.
“ to leffen your own Security by confulting it ;
 and to encreafe Tyranny becaufe you fearit!
“ Is it not better to have nothinﬁ at all to fear
‘: guan thus to compound for the Degrees of.
L) ear' . * ’ o '-'

* % The Fruth is, we too_much dréad Po:
“ verty, Banithment, and Death ; and our
“ Imagination fwells their Terrors beyond
* Bounds. There are greater Evils than thofe;
$¢ and Cicero is miftaken if he thinks thet"s are

» DOt
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“ not. And yet all goes well with him, if he -
¢ is but humour’d, if his Opinion is regarded,
% 3F his Suits are granted, and if heis court«
% ed and extolled : He has no Quarrel to Ser-
$¢ vitude, provided it be accompanied with
“ Honour and Luftre ; if there can be any fuck
b Thing as Honour and Luftre ia this loweft, -
¢ this vileft Lot of humane Nature,

. “ O&avius may indeed call him Father Cicero)
 gefer every Thing to his Counfel, footh him
¢ with Praifes, fhew great Gratitude and
“ Fondnefs towards him, while helofesnothin
“ by all this ; which is only a fair Outfide an

% fineWords. Fafls fpeak the plaineft Truth,

 and they effetually contradi the above Ap-
arances. For, can. there be a greater In-
“fult upon common Senfe, than for O34vius
*¢ to take for a Father, that Man who is no
% longer in the Number of Freemen ?
- % Whither then tend all thefe Compliances;
 all this Zeal of Cicero for O8avius 2 Why,
 only to this, That C&avius may be propitious
¢ to Cicero. In this little, worthlefs, fhameful
“ Point, centre all the A&ions and Defigns of
the Great Cicero ! Hence it is that I value no
“ longer, in the Perfon of Cicers, thofe Arts
“ and Accomplifhments with which, doubtlefs,
¢ his Soul is vaﬂlg replenith’d. What is he the
¢ better, himfelf, for fo many excellent Pre-
¢ cepts, fo many noble Difcourfes, every
¢ where found in his Works, ‘concerning pub-
“ lick Liberty, true and folid Glory, the Con-
¢ tempt of Death,Exile, andWant? How much
¢ better does Philippus underftand all thofe fine
¢ Rules laid down. by Cicero, than Cicero him-
VO M “ felf

€
£6.

-
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¢ (eIf does ; who pays more Homage to 084~
“ oins, than Philippus, who is Father-in-Law
% to Oftauius, pays?

“ Let Cicers therefore ceafe glorying thus
& vainly in our Grief, which alfo ought to be
& his. For, to repeat what I have alread&ﬁid,
¢ What Advan:age can we draw froma Vito-
 ry,which only tranflates the pernicious Power
¢ of Mark Antheny to a new Ufurper? And yet
“ by your Letter,I perceive thatit is ftill a Doubt
% whether Mark Anthony be intirely defeated.

“ After all, fince Cicero tan'live a Dependent
“ and a Slave, let him live 2'Dependent and
% aSlave. It ought not to be otherwife, if he
“ can thus fhamefully forget his reverend Age,
 the illuftrious Honours he hasborn, and the
¢ ‘memorable Parts he has perform’d.

- .%_For my felf, while I'live I will make War
%¢ upon Tyranny ; thatis, upon all exorbitant
¢ Power that lifts Men above the Laws: Nor
¢ can any Condition of Servitude, however
¢-advantageous and alluring, divert me from
¢ this great, this worthy Purpofe : Nor could
% Anthony fhake it, tho’ he really were, what
¢ you fay he is, a Man of Worth ; a Chara&er
% which contradicts: my conftant Opinion of
# him. The Judgment and Spirit OP our An.
¢ ceftors are mine ; they would not have their
% Father for their Tyrant, nor would I.
- @ All this-Oppennefs to you is the Refule of
¢ my. Affection for you; nor:could 1 have faid
¢ fo-rmuch;thad I not loved you as well as
“ Cicero thinks lse is beloved by Qftevius. That
& all thefe fad Trruths affe® not you & much
& as they do me, is my:Concern ; ~efp‘ccially
.- ¥ fince

-
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*4¢ fince "to 4n eminent Fondnefs for all your
. 1% Friends, you have added a particular Fond-
% nefs for Cicero.  As to my felf, 1beg you to
i€ pelieve that my Affe@ion for him is (fill -the
" fame, tho’ my Efteem of him i greatly a-
% bated : Nor can I help it, it being impoffi-
- ble to judge ill or well of Men Things,

% but according as they appear ill or well.
Nl .l*gﬁbﬁyﬂl#lt.-ﬁn

TR P EELSEEX
I EZYTEEEEFER S '

- $IRy - o
: T HE Study of humane Nature has, ever
~ fince I could ftudy' any Thing, been a
‘principal Pleafure and Employment of mine;
a Study as ufeful, as the Difcoveries made by it
‘are for the moft part melancholly. It cannot
‘but be irkfome to a good-natur’d Man, to find
“that there is nothing fo terrible or mifchievous,
'but humane Nature is capable of it ; and yet he
“who knows little of humane Nature, will never
know much of the Affairs of the World, which
every where derive their Motion and Situation
from the Humours and Paffions of Men. ‘
It fhews the violent Bent of humane Nature
-to Evil, that even the Chriftian Religion has
. "not been able-to ‘tame the reftlefs Appetites of
Men, always pufhing them into- Enormitiés
* -and Vielences, in dire& Oppofition to_ the
-Spirit and Declarations of the Gofpel, which
' M com-
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commands us to do unto-all Men what we would
bave all Men do unto us. The general Praltice of
the World is an open Contradi&tion and Con-
gempt of this excellent, thisdivine Rule; which
alone, were it obferv’d, would reftore Ho-
nefty and Happinefs to Mankind, who, in
gheir prefent State of Corruption, are for ever

" dealing treacherouﬂy or outrageoufly with one
?tiother, out of an ill-judg’d Fondnefs for them-
clves. : -

Nay, the peaceable, the beneficent, the for<
giving Chriftian Religion, is made the Caufe
of perpetual Hatred, Animofity, Quarrels, Vi-
olence, Devaftation, and Oppreffion; and the
Apoltles, “in fpight of all their Poverty, Dif-
intereftednefs, and Love of Mankind, are
made to juftify their pretended Succeflors of
«the Church of Rome, m engrofling to them-
ftlves the Wealth and Power of the Earth ;
and in bringing Mankind under a Yoke of Ser-
vitude, more terrible, more extenfive, and
more fevere, than all the Arts and Delufions of

Paganifin could ever bring them under : Of fo

much more Force with the corrupt World, are
the deftrultive Villainies and Falfifications of

|

Men, than the benevolent and heavenly Pre- g

cepts of Jefus Chrift.

he Truth is, and it is 2 melancholly Truth,

that where humane Laws do not tic Mens
from Wickednefs, Religion too feldom does;
and the moft certain Security we have aﬁainﬂ
“ Violence, is the Security of the Laws. Hence
At is, thatthe making of Laws fuppofes all Men
naturally wicked, and the fureft Mark of Vir-
tue is the Obfervation of Laws that are virtu-
ous :
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ous: If therefore we would look for Virtue in
a Nation, we muft look for it in the Nature of
their Government ; the Name and Model of
their Religion being no cértain Symptom nor
Caufe of their Virtue. The Italians profefs
the Chriftian Religion, and the Turks are all
Infidels 5 Are the Italians therefore more virtu-
ous than the Turks? 1 believe no Body will fay
that they are ; a¢ leaft thofe of them that live
under Abfolute Princes : On the contrary, it is
certain, that as the Subje&ls of the Great Turk
are not more miferable than thofe of the Pope,
fo neither are they more wicked. *

Of all the Paflions which belong to humane
Nature, Seif-love is the ftrongéft, and the Root
of all the reft ; or, rather all the ditferent Paf-
fions are only feveral Names for the feveral
Operations of Self-love,  Selflove, fays the

_Duke of Rochefoucault, is the Live of ene’s felf,
and of every Thing elfe for one’s own Sake : It makes
& Man:the Idolater of himfelf, and the Tyrant of

" . others, He obferves, that Man is a Mixture of

Contrarieties, imperious and ﬁli)ple, fincere and
falfe, fearful and.bold, merciful and cruel: He
can facrifice every Pleafure to the getting of
Riches,. and all hisRiches to a2 Pleafure : He
is fond of his Prefervation, and yet fometimes
eager-after hisown Deftruction : He can flatter
- thofe he hates, and deftroy thofe he loves.
This isa Picture of Mankind ; and they who
fay that it is a falfe one, ought to fhew that they .
deferve a better. 1 have fometimes thought,
that it was fcarce poflible to affert any thing
concerning Mankind, be it ever fo good, or
ever foevil, but it wilgdprove true. They are
: : 3 naturally
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naturally Innocent, and m{et fall naturally inte
the Praltice of Vice; and the greateft Inftances

of Virtue and Villainy arg to be found in one.
. and the fame Perfon ; and perhaps one and the.

fame Motive produces both. The Obfervance
or Non-obfervance of a few frivolaus Cuftoms,
fhall unite them in ftri&t Friendthip and Con-
federacy, or fet them a evtting gne another’s
Throats. - : '
. They never regard one another as Meh and
rational Beings, and upon the, Foot. of their
common Humanity ; but are cemented or di-
vided by the Force of Wards and Habits~r—
Confiderations that are 3 Difgrace to Reafon !
The not being born in the fame Climate, ;or on
this Side fuch a River, qr fuch a Mountain,. or
the not wearing the like:Garments, or uttering
the like Sounds, or having the fame Thoughts
or Tafte, are all fo tmany Caufes of -intenfe
Hatred, and fometimes of Mortal War, What.
ever Men think or do, efpecially if they have.
found a good Name for it, be it ever fo foelifh
or bad, 1s wifeft' and beft in their own Eyes :
But this is not all ; we will needs be plaguing
our Neighbours, if they do mot quit upon our.
Authority their own Thoughts and Pralices
for ours, - . o
It fills me with Concern, when 1 confider
how Men ufe one another; and how wretched-
ly their Paflions are employ’'d: They fcarce
ever have proper Obje&s for their Pafliohs ;
they will hate a Man -for what-he cannot hel
and what does them nobarm ; and yet blefs an
ray. for Villains that kill and opprefs them.
here never was fuch a dreadful Tribunal nndl:r
. .. the

.
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the Sun as the Inguifition : A Tribunal, againft
which rhe moft Innocent i3 not fafe, and to
which the moft virtuous Men are moft expofed ;
a Tribunal, where all the Malice, all the faga-
cious Cruefty, all the Bitternefs, and all the
Fury and Falthood of Devils are exerred, and
all the Tortures of Hell are imitated and
pradlifed; and yet this very Tribunal is fo dear
to the People, tho’ it terrifies them, enflaves
them, and deftroys them, that rather than part
with it, they would part with all that & left
them. Upon the Surrender of Barcelona, in
the late War, the Inhabitants capitulated, that
the Inquifition {hould not be taken from them :
And even here in England, we may remember
the Time when Men have been knock’d down
for faying that they had a Right to defend their
Property by Force, when a Fyrant attempted
to rob them of it againft Law. To fuch a
Pitch of Stupidity and Diftra&tion are People
to be Brought by thofe who belie Almighty
God, and falfify his Word to fatiate worldly
‘Pride ; and fuch Dupes and Furies are Men o0
one another !

Every Thing is fo perverted and abus’d, and
the beft Things moft, that a wery wife Man
had but too much Reafon to fay, that Truth
did not fo much Good in the World, as the Appear-
ance and Pretence of it did Evil. Thus the fa-
ving of Mens Souls is fo univerfally underftood
to be a greatand glorious Blefling, that for the
‘Sake of it Men have fuffer’d, and do fuffer,
the higheft Mifery and Bondage from the Im-
‘poftors who pretend to givé it in the dark Parts
aof the.World, which are by far the greateft

~ M4 Pants

. \
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“Parts of the World. ' And thus Civil Govern?
ment is the Defence and Security of humane
Society ; and -yet Dr. Prideaux makes it a
Doubt, whether the Benefie which the World re-
seives from Government be fufficient to make amends
for the Calamities which it fuffers from the Folles,
-Miftakes, and Male- Adminiftration of thofe that
manage it. And ‘thus, to come Home to our
felves, a Proje& to Pay off the Nation’s Debts
was fo tempting, fo popular and plaufible,
that almoft every Body came into it ; and yet .
, ~ The Confequences fpeak themfelves. -

The Roman Senate could flatter and adore a
“Nero and a Caligula ; and the Roman Soldiers
‘could butcher a Pifo and a Pertinax : It is hard
to fay which were the moft guilty, the Senate
while they worfhipped Tyranny, or the Army
while they deftroyed Virtue, So prone are
Men to propagate publick Deftruétion for
perfonal Advantages and Security ! I can never
think without Horror and Trembling upon
that difmal, that bloody Maxiny'of Pbilip the
11d of Spain, That be would rasher be Mafter of
o Kingdom ruined, miferable, and quiet, than of
. a Kingdom ricbiv{awerﬁd, and turbulent, In pur-

fuance of this Maxim he made his Kingdom a
Defart, by deftroying and expelling the moft
induftrious of its Inhabitants, .the Meors : But
Philip was very devout, and would frequently
wafh a Pilgrim’s Feet ; that is, he was very
civil and charitable to an idle religious Stroler,
and a cruel Enemy. to the general Happinefs of
Mankind. )

This puts me in -mind of the Hiftory of
Gobn Bafilovitz, Great Duke of Muftosy. Ne
- . . , Hm”’




CATOs LETTERS. 249

Hiflery .of bis-Time, but [peaks of the sunbeard
of Cruglties exercifed by him on all forts of Perfons

thraugh bis whole Reign : Fbey are fo borrid, that -

mever any Tyrant did the like; end yet Bifbop
Paulus Jovius gives him the Charallter of a good
and deveut Chriftian, thoagh be deferves not to be
pumbered even among i Men = It is trme, be would
go ‘aften to Church, [ay the Service himfelf, fing,
#nd be prefent w Ecclefisftical Ceremonies, and ex-

- egute the FunBiens of the Monks > Bus he abufed

both God and Man, and had no Sentiments of Hae
manity. Ambafladors Travels, p. 73, 74
‘What a Medley is here of Devotion and
Cruelty in the fame Men ¢! Nor are thefe Ex-
amples fingulan  Louis the XIth of France was
a falfe, a wicked, and an oppreflive Prince,
and one of the greateft Bigots that ever lived ;
and fome of the greateft Saints in the Roman
Kalendanwere pernicious Villains, and bloody
Monfters. No.Se@® of Bigats, when they are
vppermoft, are willing to -tolerate another ;
and all ground their ungodly Severity uponm
their. Zeal for Religion ; tho’ their Want of
Charity ' 1s a.Demonftratron ‘that they have no
Religion. It is certain, that witheut univerfal
Charity and Forbearance, 2 Man cannot be a
It is wonderful and affeGmg, to behold how
the Ideas of Good and Evil are eonfounded.
"The Twks place great Devotion in releafing
Captive Birds from their Cages, in feeding
wrdigent ahd mangey Dogs, and:buiding Ho-
fpirals for them, and in paying s religious Re-
verence to Camels : But at the fanye Time thas
they thus ufe Birds and Beafts like Men and
N Ms Chrifkians,

/



250 CAT0s LETTERS.

Chriftians, they dfe Men and Chriftians worfé
than they do Beafts ; and with them it is 2
Tightes Offence to deny Bread to a peor Chri-
ftian, who is famifhed in his Chains, than to
the Dogs of the Street, which are fit for no~
thing but to breed Infe@ion. They will load
a poor Chriftian with Irons, and cover him
with Stripes, and think they do well and reli.

gioufly m it ; and yet make it a Matter of

mcience not to over-load a Beaft -of Bur.
shen. e .
In Popifh Countries, in Cafes where Nature
3 left to itfelf, as much Compaflion is fhewn
for the Diftrefled as in other Places: Even
Thieves, Robbers, and Murderers, are accom-
panied to the Gallows or.the Wheel, with
Sighs and Tears, efpecially of the tender Sex :
But when an unthappy Ianocent is going.to be
burned, to be. cruclly and flowly burned, for
his Sincerity and Piety in fpeaking Truth, and
seading the Bible himfelf, or teaching it to
othars ; nothiag is to be feen bue a genersl Joy,
sor to be heard, but loud Cries of - Approba.
cion and Confeat ; and all.Picy, all Sympathy
§s denied in an Inftance which calls for ‘the
bigheft.... Tell.a Spanifb Lady iof. 2 Popifh
Prieft hang’d in England for Sedition or Mur-
der, fhe inltantly falls into Tears amd Agonics:
Tell her of a Kinfman of hers burned: for de-
wying Tranfubftantiation, {he gives Glory
Gad, and feels a.fenfible Joy. - . "o
- 'And;, in Proteftant Countries, how: myan

Men are there, who.cheas, ftarve, and.opprefs
all their Life: long, tolleave an Klate at.their
Death-to religious Ufes? As.if Men.were ;:
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be Rogues for God’s Sake.  have heard of 2

Man, who having given half of his Eftate to
mend Highways, for the Good of his Couns
try, faid, that he would willingly give the
other half, that England had ne’er a Ship, nor
a Merchant, nor a Diflenter from the Church,
belonging to it : ‘Strange Inconfiftency * By
one A& of his, two or three Miles of Caufe-
way were kept in good Repair; which was
enly a Kindnefd to Horfes Hoofs ; and by ano-
ther A& of his, he would have made alf Eng
kend miferable and defolate. ,

The Hardfhips and' Diffreffes of this Year;

fhew too manifeftly the Rogueries and Depre-

dations of the laft : Villainy was let loofe a~
mongt us, and every Man endeavoured to en-
trap and ruti another, to enrich himfelf. Ho-
gefty was brow-beaten and drivea into: Cor-

. mers; FHumanity was extinguifhed ; all Friend-

fhip was abolifhed ; and even the Diftinction

~ of Kindred and Ties of Blood wese difcarded ¢

A raging Paflion for fmmoderate Guin had
made Men univerfally and intenfely brard-heart-
ed : They were every where devouring one

another.  And yet the Dire€tors and therr A:E

complices; who were the-alting Jnlbruments
2l this outragivus Madnefs-and Mifchicf, for
up for wonderful pious Perfons, while they

were defying Almighty God, and Eplund'ering.

Men ; and they fet apart a Fund of Subferipe
tfons for.charitable Tfes: Fhar is, they merci-
Jefly nmade a whole People Beggars, and charis
mably fupported a few neceflitous’ and worthieés
Favourites. . I doubt not, bat' if the Villainy
kad gons - on with- Succefs; they would hﬁ

A
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had their Names handed down to Pofterity
with Encomiums ; as the Names of other pub-
Lick Robbers have been! We have Hiftorians
and Ode-Makers now living, very proper for
fuch a Task. It is certain, that moft People
did, at one Time, believe the Dire€tors to be
reat and worthy Perfons : And an honeft
ntry Clergyman told me laft Summer, up-
on the Road, that Sir Fobn was an excellent
publick-fpirited Pesfon, for that he had beauti-
fied his Chancel. :
Upon the Whole, we muft not judge of one
‘another by our fair Pretenfions and beft Aétions;
fiace the worlt Men do fome Good, and ald
Men make fine Profeflions : But we muft judge
of Men by the Whole of their Condu&, and
the EffeQs of it. Thorough Honefty requires
great and long Proof; fince many a Man, long
thought honeft, has at length proved a Knave.
And it is from judging without Proof, or too
Tittle, or fale iy:oof, that Mankind continue
wahappy. : . ’

¥ am, &c.

s O STR, - : .
I Defign in this Letter to lay before the Town,
X fome Thoughts upon Libelling ; a Sert of
Writing that hurts particular Pertgno, witho
doing Good to the Publick; and a Sost
Wrising much complained of amonglt .ust'h«l;:

- rea
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this Time, with great: Ground, but not more’
than is pretended. , :

A Libel is not the lefs a Libel for being true.
This may feem a Contradi&ion ; but it is nei-
ther one in Law, or in common Senfe : There

are fome Truths not fit to be told ; where, for

Example, the Difcovery of a fmall Fault may
do great Mifchief; or, where the Difcovery of
a great Fault can do no Good, there ought to
be no Difcovery at all: And to make Faults
where there are none, is ftill worfe.

. - But this Do&riné only holds true as to pri-
. vate and perfonal Failings ; and it is quie other~

wife when the Crimes of Men come to affe®
the Publick. -Nothing ought to be fo dear to
us as our Country, and nothing o%ght to come
in Competition with its Interefts. Every Crime
againft the Publick is a great Crime, tho’there
be fome greater than others, ‘Ignorance and
Folly may be pleaded in Alleviation of private
Offences ; but when they come to be publick
Offences, they lofe all Benefit of fuch a Plea:
We are then no longer to eonfider only to what
Caufes they are owing, but what Evils the

may produce ; and here we fhall readily find;
that Folly has overturned States, and private
Ignorance been the Parent of publick Confu-

on. , A .

- The expofing therefore of publick Wicked-
mefs, -as it is a Duty which every Man owes to
Fruth and his Country, can never be a Libel

_m the Nature of Things; and they who calt

it {o, make themfelves no Compliment. He

‘who is affronted at the reading' of the Fen

Commandments, would make' the Dccakgﬁf

A
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Parliament, as they once thought
themielves, they wouild hawe called the Wotes of
the Houft of Cormmens againfk them, falfe and
Jeandalous Libels. .
. Mechievel 3ys, Calummy is permiciens, lut Ac-
cufation bemeficial to a State : and he thews In
ftances where States have fuffered or perithed
for not having, or for negle&@ing, the Power wo
A R ok
t t to 3 ce grew the Temp-
tation and Cuftom of flandering and reviling,
which was the only Remedy ‘the People had
Ieft them : So that the Evil of Calumny was
owing to the want of Juftice, and the People
were more blamelefs than thofe they reviled ;
who having ferced them upon a Licentioufnefs
of Speech, did very unkindiy. chide and punifh
hem for ufing it. Slander iscertainly a very
afe and mean Thisg:. But furely it canmos
be more ‘pernicious to calumniate even guod
Men, than not to be able to accufe ill ones.
. Thave long thought, that.the Werld are very
much mifltaken in their ldea and Diftin&tion
of Libels. It has been. hitherto generally un-
der(tood, that there were ro other Libels bue
thofe againft Magiltrates, hnd thofe againth
private Men : Now, to me there feems to be
a.thitd Sore of Libels, full gs deftru@ive. as

any
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#my of the former cin poflibly be; I mean;
Libelstagainft the People. It was otherwife at
Arbensiand Rome ;, where, tho’ particular Men,
and even great Men, were often treated with
much Freedom and Severity, when they des
ferved it; yet the .People, the Body of the
People; wese fpoken of with the utmoft Re:
gard and Reverence. The facred Privileges of
the People, The inviolable Majefly. of the People,
The awful Authority of the Pesple, and the unape
pealable Fudgment of ivhe- People, were Phra

common in thefe wife; great, and free Cities,
©Otler Modes of Speech are fince grown fo
fhionable, and. lar Madnefs is now almofk
proverbial :. But this Madnefs of theirs, whens
ever ithappens; is.derived from external Caufest
Op,m-g&m, they fay, wilt make n wife Mar mad),
and Delufion bas not. lefs. Foree : But. whers
there are’ neither Oppreflors nor Impoflors,
the Judgment of the People in the Buﬁ':;ﬁ of
Property, the Prefervation of which is the
printipal Bufmefs of Government, does ‘rarely
emri . Perhaps they are deftitute of Grimace;

- Myftery, Refmoments,: Shrugs, Diffimulation;

and Referve, and the other Accomplifhments
of Courtiers : But 2s thefe are-only Masks. to

coficeal the Abfence. of Honefty and Senfe,

the People, who' poflefs. as they do.'the Sub.
ftance, have:R eafor ta defpife fuch infipid and
contemptible Shadows. : .
1 Machiavel, in :the Chapter where: he proves
that a-Multitude j5 wifer and moré conftant
fllan’a Princey complains, that vhe Credit the
People fhould- bein, ideclines daily:; For, fays.

be) cverz Man s, Libawy ta fpeak what he plasfer

againft
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againft ‘them ; but againft a Brince no Man can
talk without a thoufand. Apprebenfions and Dangers.
I have indeed often ered that the inveigh-
ing againft the Intereft of the e, and
calling their Liberties in Queftion, as has been,
and 1s commonly done .amongift us .by old
Knaves and young Fools, has never been made
an cxpl'C‘é rime. T ..
. I muft own, I know not what Treafon is,
if fapping and betraying the Liberties of a
People be not Treafon, in the eternal and ori-
ginal Nature of Things : Let it be-femember-
ed for whofe Sake Government ‘is, or could be
appointed ; and then let it be confidered, who
are more to be regarded, the Governors or the
Governed. They indeed owe one another mu.
tual Duties; but if there are any Tranfgreslions
committed, .the Side that is moft abliged oughe
doubtlefs to bear the moft ; and yet it s fo fac
otherwife, that almoft all- over the Earth, the
People, for One Injury they do their Gover-
nors, receive Ten Thoufind from them : Nay;
in fome Countries, it is made Death and Dam-
nation, not to.bear all the Oppreflions and
Cruelties, which Men made wanton by Power
infli& upon thofe that gave it them.

. The Truth is, if the le are fuffered to
keep their own, it is the moft they defire : Bue
even this is a Happinefs which in few Places
falls to their Lot ; they are.frequently robbed
by thofe whom they pay to protet them. I
know it s a general Charge againft the Peos
ple, that they ave turbulent, reftlefs, fiekle,
and unruly : Than which there can be nothing
more untrue; for they. aze only {6, where they
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are made fo. As to their being fickle, it is fo
fe, that on the contrary, they have almoft
ever a ftrong Bent to received Cuftoms, and
as ftrong a Partiality to Names and Families
that they have been ufed to : And as to their -
being .turbulent, it is as falfe; fince there is
fcarce an Example in an Hundred Years, of
any People’s giving Governors any Uneafinefs,
till their Governors had made them uneafy :
' 'Nay, for the moft part, they bear many Evils
without returning one, and feldom throw off
their Burthens {o long as they can ftand under

© them. _ -

But intending to handle this Subje& more
at large in another. Letter, I return more di-
reltly to the Bufinefs of Libels.

As to Libels againft Government, like all
others, they are always bafe and unlawful, and
often’ mifchievous ; efpecially when Govern-
ments are impudently charged with A&ions -
and Defigns of which they are nde guilty. It
1s certain, that we ought not to enter into the
?rivate Vices or Weaknefes of Governors, any

urther than their private Vices enter. into their
publick Adminiftration ; and when they do, it
will be imggﬂible to ftop People’s Mouths :
They will be provoked, and fhew that they
are fo, in fpight of Art and Threats, if they
fuffer Hardfhips and Woe from the private
Gratifications of theie Superiors, from whom
they have a Right to expet Eafé and Happi-
nefs; and - if they are difappointed, they will
be&apt to deal very freely with their Cha-
racters, .

In
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In Truth, moft Libels are purely perfonal 3§
they fly at Men rather than Things ; which
Proceeding is as injudicious as it is unmanly.
It is mean to be uarrcl]_ilgg with Faces, Names,
and private Pleafures; Things perfe&tly indif-
ferent to the World, or Things eut of 2 Man’s
own Power; and ’us filly, as it {hews thofe we
attack, that we attack them not for what they
do, but for what they are: And this is to pro-
voke them without mending them. All this
therefore is Libelling ; an Offence againft
which the Laws of almoft every Country, and
ﬁarticularly of our own, having furnithed a

emedy In propértion to'the Confequence and
Quality of- the Perfon offended. And it is as
juft that Reputation fhould be defended by
Law, as that Property fhould.

The Praife of Well-doing is the higheft Re<
ward that worthy and dilinterefted Men aim
at, and it is villainous and ungrateful to rob
them of it ; and thofe that dé :t, are Libellers
and Slanderers. On the other Hand, whife
Cenfure and Infamy attend Evil Doers, it will
be fome Reftraint, if not upon them, yet upon
others, from following their Example : But if
Men are ever fuffered to do what they pleafe
without hearing of it, or being accountable for
it, Liberty and Law will be loft, tho’ their
Names may remain. And whether alting wick-
edly with Impunity, or fé)eaking falfely with
Impunity, are likely to do moft hurt te hu-
mane Society and the Peace of the World, I
lfcave gll t}é%\z’orlggo iudgg: : ngﬂion tl;:‘.oquity
ays they both ought to nt(hed, tho! noy
both alike, P ll

3 A
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“'All Libels, the higher th? aim, the more
Malignity they acquire ; and therefore when,
they ftrike at the Perfon of the Prince, the,
Meafure of their Guilt is compleat. The Of-
fice of a Prince is to defend his People and:
their Properties ; an excellent'and a painful
Office ; which, where it is executed with Ho-
plaufe and Reward ; and whoever vilifies and:
traduces him, is an Enemy to Society and to
Mankind, and will be punifhed with the Con-
fent of all who love cither. And yet it is

“nefty and Diligence, deferyes the hi%he& Ap-

Acagce poflible in a free Country, to punifh by.
.a general Law any Libel fo much as it de-,

ferves ; fince fuch a Law, confifting of fo man
Branches, and of fuch vaft Latitude, wou
make all Writing whatfoever, how innacent,
foever, and even all Speaking, unfafe, - Hence
i is that in Turkey, tho’ Printing were permit«
e, it would be of no Ufe, becaufe no Body:
would dare to make anv Ufe of it. _
As long as there are fuch Things 4s Prfn’tin?
and Writing, there will be Libels: It is an Evil-

_ arifing out of a much greater Good. And as to

thofe who are far locking up the Prefs, becaufe

. it produces. Mooflers, they ought to confider

that fo do the Sun_and the Nife ; and that it is
fomething better for the World to bear fome
particular Inconveniences arifing from general
Bleffings, than to be wholly deprived of Fire
and Water. ) .

Of all Sorts of Libels, fcurrilous ones are
certainly the moft harmlefs and contemptible :
Even TFruth fuffers by Ill-Manners; and Iil
Managry; prevent the Effe@ of Lics L The
PR ctLer
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Letter in the Saturdsy’s Poft of the 27th paft

_ does, I think, exceed all the Scurrilities I have

either heard, or feen, from the Prefs or the
Pulpit. The Author of it muft furely be mad;
He talks as if Diftra&ion were in his Head,
and a Firebrand in his Hand ; and nothing can
be more falfe, than the Infinuations he makes,”
and the ugly Refemblances he would draw.
The Paper is a Heap of Falfhood and Trea-
- fon, delivered in the Stile and Spirit of Bilh'nﬁl/l
ilalte; and indeed moft of the Enemies to his
‘Majefty’s Perfon, Title and Government, have
ot the Faculty of Writing and Talking, as if
they had their Education in that Quarter.
However, as bad as that Letter is, (and, I
- think, there cannot be a worfe) Occafion, will
never be taken from fcurrilous and traiterous
Wohiting, to deftroy the End of Writing.  We
know that in all Times, there have been Men-
lying upon the Watch to ftifle Liberty, under
a Pretence of fupprefling Libels ; like the late
.King Fames, who having Occafion for an Arm
to fupprefs Monmouth’s Rebellion, would needs
keep it up afterwards; becauf@, forfooth, other
Rebellions might happen, for which he was
refolved to give Caufe.
- 1 muft-own, I would rather many Libels
fhould efcape, than the Liberty of the Prefs
fhould be infring’d ; and yet no Man in England
thinks worfe of Libels than I do : Efpecially
fuch as bid open Defiance to. the prefent Prote-
ftant Eftablifhment.
Corrupt Men, who have given Occafion for
. Reproach, bBi:heir bafe and dark Praétices
with the late Diretors, being afraid of Tml;l:.
. v ) - . t :
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that affe@ them from the Prefs, may be defirous
of Thutting it up: But honeft Men, with clear
Reputations, which they know foul Mouths -
cannot hurt, will always be for preferying it
open, as a fure Sign of Liberty, and a Caufe -

of it. .. C :
The .beft Way to efcape- the Virulence of
* Libels, iis not todefgree them; but as Innocencs -
At felf i .not fecure- againft the -Malignity of
. evil Tongues, it is alfo neceflary to punifth
them. However, it does not follow that the
Prefs is to be funk, for the Errors of the Prefs.
No body was ever yet fo ridiculous to fmpofé a
Law for reftraining People from travelling upon
the Highway, becaufe fome who ufed the High

. .way committed Robberies. -

. Itis commonly faid, that no Nation in the
'World would fuffer fuch Papers to come Abroad
assﬁlmd fuffers ; which is only faying, that
no’ Nation in ‘the World enjoys the Libersy
which Englend enjoys. In Countries where
there is no Liberty, there can be no.ill Effe&s
of it. No body is punifh’d at Coﬁﬂan:imple for-
Libelling: *Nor is there any Diftin&ion these
‘between the Liberty of the Prefs, and the Li-
centioufnefs of the Prefs; a Diftin&tion ever to
be obferved by hone§ Men and Freemen.

" I am, &c.

SIR;
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SIR,
_Conﬁdering what Sort of a Creature Man
"Ry s, it is fcarce poflible to put him under
fob smany Reéftvaints, when ' he 15 poflefs’d of
ﬁ\cat'?owérf 'H& may poflibly ufe it well;
‘but they a& moft -prudently, who, fuppofing
‘that he would ufe it ill, do inclefe him within
.certain Bounds, and make'it terrible to him to
exceed them. = - o
¢ Men that are above all Fear, foon grow a-
‘bove all Shamhe.- Rupro pudore € metu, fuo san-
tum ingenio utebatur; fays Tacitws of Tsberins,
"Even Nero had Hiv’d ‘a great while inoffenfively,
and reigned virtiioufly ;- but finding at laft, that
e might do what- he would, he let loofe his
Appetite for Blood, -and committed fuch migh-
ty, fuch monftrous, fuch unnatural Slaughters
‘and Outragss, ad none but 4 Heart bent on the
Btudy of Lmel? could have deyifed. - The
‘good Counfels of Seneca and Burrbus were, for
ome Time, Checks upon His Wolfith Nature;
wund doubtlefs he apprehended, that if he made
dire&: and ‘dowaright War upon his People,
they would ufe Refiftance and make Reprizals:
Rut-difcovering, by degrees, that they would
bear any thing, and his Soldiers would execute
every thing, he grew into an open Defiance
with Mankind, and daily and wantonly -'wal-
Jowed in their Blood : Having no other Rival,
be feemed to rival himfelf, and every Day’s
Wickednefs was blacker than another,



CATOs LETTERS. 263

- ‘And Vet Nerowas not the worft of all Men :
*There have been ‘Thoufands as bad as he, and
only wanted the fame Opportunity to fhew it.
And there a&tually have many Princes il
the World, who have fhed more Blood, and
done more Mifchief to Mankind, than Nery did.
I could inftance in a late One, who deftroyed
fnore Lives than ever Nero deﬁroyc_d, g_:‘hiph
#n Hundred to Orie. It-makes no Difference
that Nero committed Butcherjes out of Cruelty,
and the otheronly for his Glory ; ‘however the
World may be deceived bly‘thc Change of
Names into an Abhorrence of the One, and an
Admiration of the other: It is all one to g
Nation, when they are to be flaughtered, whe~
ther they be {laughtered by the Hangman, of
by Dragoons, in Prifon or in the Field ; nor ig
Ambition better than Cruelty, when it- begets
Mifchiefs as great. = ’
It is nothing ftrange, that Men, who think
themfelves unaccountable, fhould a&t unac.
countably, and that all Men would be unac.
countable if they could : Even thofe who have
done nothing to difpleafe, do not know but
" fome Time or other they may; and no Man
cares to be at the intire Mercy of another.
Hence it is, that if every Man had his Will,
-all Men would exercife Dominion, and no Man
_.would fuffer ir. It is therefore owing more to -
the Neceflities of Men, than to their Inclina-
tions, that they have put themf¢lves under the
Reftraint of Laws, and appointed certain Per-
fons, called Magiftrates, to-execute them ;
otherwife they would never be executed, fcarce
any Man' having -fueh a Degree of Virtue iﬁ'
= 4 will.
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willingly to execute' the Laws uﬁon _himfelf ;
but on the contrary, moft Men thinking them
a Grievance, when they come to meddle with
themfelves and their Property. Suarum legum
audlor €3 everfor, was the Charalter of Pompey
he made Laws when they fuited his Occafions,
and broke them when they thwarted his Will :
And it is the Charalter of almoft every Man

flefs’d of Pompey’s Power: Th?' intend them
for a Security to themfelves, and for a Terror

* * to others. is fhews the Diftruft that Men
- thave of Men ; and this made a great Philofo-

pher call the State of Nature, a State of War;
which Definition ‘is true in a reftrained Senfe,
fince humane Societies_and humane Laws are
the Effe& of Neceflity and Experience:
‘Whereas were all Men left to the boundlefs Li-
berty they clim from Nature, every Man
would be interfering and quarrelling with
another; ever¥ Man would be plundering the
Acquifitions of another; the Labour of one
Man would be the Prpperty of another; Weak-

" nefs would be the Prey of Force; and one

Man’s Induflry would be the Caufe of another
Man’s Idlenefs. ~

_ Hence grew the Neceflity of Government,
which was the mutual Contra& of a Number

. of Men, agreeing upon certain Terms of Union
.and Society, and putting themfelves under

Penalties, if they violated thefe Terms, . which
were call'd Laws, and put into the Hands of
ohe or more Men to execute. And thus Mea
Euitted Part of their Natural Liberty to acquire
ivil Security. But frequently the Remedy
prov'd worfe than the Difeafe ; and humane So-
- ciety,
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. ciety had often- no Enemies,fo great as their
- own Magiftrates; who, wherever they were
trufted with too much Power, always abusd
it, and grew miichievous to thofe who made
them what ' they were. Rome, while The was
free, (that is, while fhe kept her Magiﬁrates
within due Bounds) could defend herfelf againft
allthe World, and conquer it; but being en;
{kgv;‘d,' (that is, her Magiftrates baving broke
their Bounds,) fhe could not defend herfelf
againft her own fingle Tyraats; nor could they
defend her againft her foreign Foes and In.
vaders ; for by their Madnefs and Cruelties
they had deftroy’d her Virtue and Spirit, and
exhaufted her Strength. This fhews that thofe
Mﬁgi&mm, that are at abfolute Defiance with
a Natjon, either cannot {ubfift long, or will not
fuffer .the Wation to fubfit long; and that
mighty T'raytors, rather than fall themfelves,
will pull down their Country. -

. .Wﬁat a dreadful Spirit muft that Man poflcfs;
who can put. a private Appetite in ballance
againft -the Univerfal Good of his Country,
and of Mankind ! Alexander and Cefar were that
fort of Men ;. they would fet the World on
é}'e and fpill'its Blood, rather than'not govern
it Caligula knew that he was hated, and de-
ferved to be hated, but it did nat mend him.,
Oderint dum metuant : All the Monfter aim’d at,
was to be-great and terrible, " Moft of thefe
Tyrants died as became them, and as they had |
reign'd, by Violence ; but ‘that did not mend
their Succeffors, who generally éarni’d the Fate
. of thofe that went before them, hefore they -

were warm in their Place, Invcnit etiam Emu- -
VOLv ‘Io :) N : ’ ; lo“
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los infelix” nequitial: - Quid fi*floreat . vgeatquie 3
&P uifortunate Villaing ths finds Rivals
¢ what fhall we ‘fay,} wheh it exalts its Head
.:l.an'dprofper's?’l, "' i .‘-‘i ' ,“ ‘1 ot ‘
“"There is no Evil under’the Sun bit what is
to"Be ‘dreaded” from Men, "Who njay do what
they pleafe ‘with. Impudity s "Thty feldom or
tever ‘ftop at.certaid Degrees of MifcHief, when
they have'Power'to go' further ;' but hyrry. on
from Wikkediess 6 Wickednefs, ‘as'far and as
faft'as humane Malicd mffpfomhl{'}mmane
Power. ,Ubi’ femel refto ‘deerratum’ eft,’ in pre-
ceps pervenitur ——a rellis in vitia, a vitiis in
prava, a pravis in precipitiny fays a Roman Hi-
ridn ;"who ‘in this {peaks 'Truth; tho’ in
other Inftancés he tells mary Lies; 1 mean that
bafe Flatterer of Power, Velleus Patgrculus, 'So
that’ when. we' fee dny great Mifckiref commit-
#ed with Safety, we may juftly apprehend Mif~

chiefs ftill greater. .~ Lo
¢ The World is govern’d by ‘Men, and Men
by their Paflionis ;” whicH' being’ bqundlefs and
mfatiable, are always terrible when :they are
not controuled.:-Who ‘was ever fatiatéd with

" " Riches, or furfeited with Power, or tired with

Honours ?: There ‘is 2 T'radition ’ concetning
Alexander, that having penetrated to the Eaftern’
Ocean, and ravaged as mueh of this World as
e koew, he wept that there was hever.another’
‘World for him to conquer. -_“Fhis, whether true.
ot no, thews'the Spirit of The “Man; and in:
deed d’f' hurfane Nidrate, whofe' Appetités "are
Cdnfinire; el et SR et T
 Peoplé dre Hrined by their Ignorance of
humane Nature; which Jgnorance leads them to
. Credulity,
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crcduuty, and: s0o ‘grdeta Gohlidetics in park
ticplar Men. & boyl i?;ndlqummine hag; he,
.Who,:! ag.-a. great- ddal by rheir n
owes them geehe Gratitude,jand all good Qffices,
Awill thertfore rerusn their Kindnefs: But,alas!
htrw often are they miftaken g, their Fav«ouﬂt?i

-and Truftees ; who the more they have g ”W
GA

them,:aré n&cn t'he ;1061 40 tavk,e,
and 1o - veturn Deflni )Qn

The( 0oBImon ;; op gmp; m
that. greaLMcn haﬂc<g:tlt

bafer Atiaris - 'whl mcnt ls Jb
that the: batelt/ and«w ail A&ions havc
bccn donz by wreat ﬂl?f they: havg

:cPockcm. nhw, lmndm
wor c,‘ haﬁc:
pillaged the World:s d 'he“Wh as EAP:
¢he’n eﬁfodnef 3 canabln :she. riiean
Hedv :ph: ers°g. JCountpy; 18 M!lhosapf
Maney, would. in fuitable; Circymitanc
4:Silver Spoon ; and. 2 Conquerdr,. W
zmd illages. 4, Kingdotn, would,, in an hum,
bler oaunc, nﬂe a- Pmmmeay. 108 40P :a,
@M -"" (. ()t
« :Political! }aloufy, thcreforg, x_p :hc
i neaeli'a and laud eP on.,: umm p,

chief M rate, a Jea oufj hns
not [iy)u thﬁu' A uipo aly. to
referve thomfelvcs, eregq it ig fer,

wet . 1ai hmﬁnhnng to; enlar em € ”3 L fQ
be- enoro¢hing, umn 1t o e t a: A00%]

TFhe nofkis R 48

to be: Jeﬁwefaﬁhm Péoplo LW mh) Wi v/
that e foves them; anfl, hn;mfed thm.:% &3

Bnt to’ be Jealaus of . thell\]m wauld demose th ﬁt
e
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fie'hds evil Defignd again®t them;: 'and has -tfed
ke ill. -+ The People’s ealouﬁ' ténds o pre.
ferve Liberty ; and the Prince’s otdeftroy it.
Penick-is a glorious Teftdniee of the former, and
10 is England ; and all Nations who have .loft
their: L:gert’y, are: mclanchcﬁly Pmuf: of the

+ Power is mmal! ﬂ&fh; v;gr!ant aucl
dnﬁm(bﬁ,rl ‘which Quilities ‘#n it puth 4t upon
Mcma;ngs ? :éhw:ﬁc; torif :itlélf a:ﬁ
deftroying! all 1 Oppofition;: and - even.
Bﬁ Oppofition, and make:it ‘veftlefs as
long as any Thing ftands iniitsWay.' It would
do what-it pleafes, and Rave noCheck. Now,
cauﬁ!»L‘berty -chaflifes'and - fhortens "Powcr
Power would: extinguifh-IL 5 Al
ly Litiercy has tod:imich xobe
d %J&ﬂom, :4d ‘alWayD iigoh- ker De-
¢ - has matty Ad\vamagd .ovet het,
% hao gcaerally nuUMeErous: .
€reatures, and much ¢eaﬁre 3 xt lias
more: Craft and Expefience; and: |
did Inhocende: Aad wimen&Pcma nan,x
for the moft Part does fubfift where Liberty is;
ndej E.iberey: ‘cantiot fubfift Withont Bowu' fo
iih:tG @ haﬁs ap it were, tbsEnemy always at.
r .
So hve fmd “that Magiﬁrates, bcmg ac-
coun?:leslc o torie but God, . vught to: know . no-
othétCReferaitt. - But this Reéforiing is asfrivo-
ldus»is it ls cckedg for ‘no : gaod:Man-cares
!{njny unifhrrents and Penaltiéslis.in hig’
Offen¢e which he-does nét inténd
tbcomxmv "A Man who does | not. mean  to-
ccupmit "Murder, :s ot forry that Murder is.
. punilk’d
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punifh’d with Death. - And as to wicked-Men,;
their being accountable ro God, whom th?dq
not fear, is no Security to.us agaift their Folly
and -Malice'; and to _gy that wg ought to have,
no Securjty.againft thesp, is to_infult common,
Senfe,. and give the Lie to the firft Law of Na-
ture, that ot Self-Prefervation. Humane Rea-
fon fays, that there is no Obedience, no Regard-
due to thofe Rulers,who.govern by no Rule but.
their Luft : Such Men are no Rulers; .they are
. Qutlaws, who, .bcipg at ‘Defiange with God
and Man, are proteéted by no f#.v".of Gody.
or. of Reafon, By what .Precept, - moral ..os.
divine, are we forbid to kill 2 Wolf, or burn.
an infefed Ship ? Is-it unlawful to prevent:
Wickedgefs and Mifery, and torefift the Au-:
thors of them ? Are Crimas fan&ify’d by their-
Grestnefs 2 ‘And is he whorobs a Coungr{, and
murders Ten Thoufand, lefs a Criminal, than
he who fteals fingle'Gatindas, snd takes away
i'xggk Lives ? Is there any Sin in. preventingyr
reftraining, or refifting the greateflt Sin that
can be committed ; namel{, that of ‘opprefling*
and deftroying Mankind by vgholcﬁlr:? Sure,
}mt}ever Heré fuch c}:pcg,dfuch ﬂiau’;e cflé, ﬁln:lé
Impoftors, as the Advocates for tawlefs
Power. .mﬁ,is a damnable. Sin to opprefs them 3.
anl:i ye}: itisa d‘gmnablc‘ Sig tohopgoﬁ: them
when they opprefs, or gain by the reflion
of others. \Rﬂxen they are hur? themfe?sésqgver
fo litle, or bur think themfelves hutt, they are”
tku loudeft of all Men in their Complaints, and.
the moft outragequs in; their Behaviowr : Byr!
. When .athers 'are plundered, oppref’'d and,
buscher’d,Complaints are Seditipn 5 dnd-to felc-
Lo N 2 Redrets
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Reédrefd'is' Damnztion 1s forthis to be the. |

Yi?rs of all Wckednefs and Falthaod?. P

V’Po ‘conchrde : Powa? “without : Controul,’
ainy :fo G6d-dlone ; and mo'Man ough&

b T?nﬂed'wuﬁ what ﬁo Mari is equal to.
Inf Tk, thefe are' Io- ‘many Paflions, ‘and In.
confiftencies; and fo much Selfifhnefs, belong-
ing to hurfiane Nature, that we can fcarcé be
tob much qgg; éur’ Guard "againfk each other..
bq* rity We ean have ‘that Men will
ﬁ ¥, 73 Yo -maké# iy -ithefr Intéreft: to be’
b ot the beft Defencé we _edn ‘have:
agdinft toeir beiig Knaves, isto make it terri
Hlé'to them to be Knaves.  Asthere are many:
Mt wicked ih fome Stations, who would be:
innocent. in others i- the beft Way 1s to make
V\’:\:kedneﬁ ﬂnﬁfe ity any Smdon

l,\ oo l J..l;! c”'. )""L

"P 5. s Létter is-the’ Sequel oF thatupon
Humane Natitre ; ‘arid-Both are. fntended foran
Tiatrodu&ion to 2 Paper 1 intend to write one-
"Fime of other,” upon ‘the Reftraints which all
w& Natwns put upon Eheu' Magzﬁrates.

l m, &c.

éi )l L{ T @85 iy f"- T R ‘L_'L
"mrLu,' ;afi" T SIS0NVS SR S S
Mmoo _ } ooy, ..;“ f R | S A
’ N LY - 1 . . .

I »
LSTRY,

F[atuery' lw poyfbnous aﬁd gem:cwus Weed

which grows and ‘prevails eve where,
but moft’ whetetit does moft- haent ;- mean in
Cotirtsb 1146w dare’ fperk the T uthto theit-
Superidrlythawdhall he whaohas ‘no Supesiers.
w.Lnodi i e ever

l
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ever come to know the Truth ? Perhaps -there
never was an Inftance in the World, where a
Prince _was told ‘the. fincere T:u.th in every.
Thing which conccrncd him’ ;o ‘khow, by an
Servant of his. .., Truth is of a plain unalterable
Nature, and cannot be moul gcd inta fafhion-
able Shapes; Trurh is therefore unfit to be a
Courtier ;. But Falfbood, being the Creature of
the Imagmanon, is capable o bearmg all mo-
difh and pleafipg Forms ; Falfhood is.therefore
an agreeable Gueft in Palaces. ~ To.illuftrate
this, endlefs Examples .might..be brought, but
unfortunate Princes are the moft pregnant Ex-.
amples Galba, when he had loft all, and no-
thing remained to him but his Life, which he
was alfo foon to loofe, had not one about him
to tell him™ his Condition and Danger; fo cru-
elly difhoneft were his Servants. Their Flar-
tery, prevented the. Means of his Prefervation 3
they therefore were the firft Murde:ers of their
Mafter.

Nothing more is neceﬂ'ary in order to be
flatterd, than to be uppermoft. Gallm Was
hated for his Avarice, and. defpifed for his,
Agc qnd Seventy and yepin Comélm(an;q to;
nfpgror ulmudes, of l"}'cople,
ttcula F Scnators and Gen cmen, ad re e 1
him to pu,t Otlo  to death, ,and. to _ panifh,
all his ccompﬁces And a Rumour bemg
fpread, that Ofbo was flain; the fame Sete
of Flattcrers Jun to. the Palacc thh noify:

am ations, - and_deceitfylly. complaine

a.te had ﬁmched the u pe; from thexr.
cngea,ncc

3 7 SR "’wh;é
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What Marks were here of Loyalty to Galba’s
Perfon, and' of Zeal and Firmnef§ to his In-
tereft ; and yet-in fo fmall a Space"as two
Hours after, ‘0tko’s Power haying prevailed in
Rome, Otho hiid their'Hearts ‘and their Accla-
mations in hrs Turn, and Galbds Death was
demanded of him with the fame Importunity,
that the Death of Otbo had been demanded of
Galba, and by the fame Men. -’ -,

A melaticholly Leffon of the vile Frauduleacy
of Flatterers, and of the Blindhefs of Princes
who truft il ‘them. Even Galbs, who was
thought Proof againft Flatterers ‘tadverfus blan-
dientes incorruptus) was deceived by them. )

The Sicur Amelot de la HoufJaye, from whom
many of thefe Obfervations are. taken, fays
auly, that moft Princes are better armed againft
Fear than ﬁinﬂ Flattery : Terrors animate
- them, and Threats whet their ‘Courage ; but
Flattery foftens their-Minds and corrupts their’
Manners ; it makes them negligent and idle,’
and forget their Duty. Corrupra mens affiduis
adulationibus, {ays Tacitus of Domitian : Befides,
miftaking Flattery for Complaifance, (which
is'a Sign ‘of ‘AffeCtion) they think: that thofe-
who flatter’ them love them, and fromt that:
Delufion come to truft and employ their moft:
dangerous Enemies. He further fays, ‘ That

Phi::‘p the 1Id of Spain was wont to’ interrupt
thofe who went about to flatter him, by fay-
ing to them roundly, Cesf? tr‘%x"ng, and tell me
what it concerns me to know : Wards worthy of
all Princes, who are never entertained by their’
Flatrerers but with Things ufelefs or pernicious.
If Princes never heard any Thing but vtzgm:
. Al " . c’
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they ought to know; they would never hear
Flmfm DR ¢ L S L . ’
* Flattery is a falfe and felfifh Thing; begos
only by Fear or Favour ; and havin it@lf ans
ly in view, it obferves. no Rule of Equity of
Merit, but praifes and calumniates; uft ac-
cording as Men are exaleed or deprefled.  Me-
geray tells us, that as long as Hewy the 11Id of
France . butlt - magnificent Monafteries,
ﬂtcmged himfelf into Monkifh Devations, ill
oming his Dignity, the Monks revered him
as a Saint, and called him one = But no fooner
was the religious and feditious League formed
againft_him, buc thefe godly Ingrates loaded
him with. all the Reproaches and ill Names
shey could devife ; Tyrant, Hypoerite, Mur-
therer, and Abominable, were the Titles they
gave him ; and at_lalk they butcher’d hine as
a Heretick : So eafdly can Flatterers make ane
and the ame Man a2 God or Devil ; and fo
srue s it that Flatterers love no Man, and only
court the Fortunes of Mem Flattery is vena),
and always goes to the beft Bidder ; and it is
fervile, and always crauches moft- to thofe wid
are uppermofl;iet them: be what they wille
Adulationi fedum Crimen Seyvitutis: incft.. Mofk:
of the Evil that Princes commit, comes: from:
the Leflons and Complaifance of Flatterers, and:
to fuche moft Psinces hawe: owed their Ruirm >
:Few Princes would have done :what: many of
them did, if their falfe Friends had not told
them they might do what they would : :We:
‘have had many Inftances:of this-at Home, andi
shere have been. more Abroad. It would be
great Advantage to Princes, if they would se-
B . Ng membes
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imember-that there never was'a Prinée_ in the |
World bwaﬁ.ﬂ;‘itercd, an‘:d never- 2 Prin ¢1:e'
bot wag By Mattery; and many wutter
utidané: byit.. It has made good Princes bac{
4nd bad 'worfe': By Flattery they have been
brought to think themfelves more than Men,
2nd to-a& ‘worfe than Brutes ; and in fine, to
livé:iand die as.Beudls. of Prey live and die, in
Plsod.’ 'Their PFlatterers having :made them
Morfe thatt Men, adored them like Gods : But
tis' PRny fays, Printipnm exitas docuit me a diis
quidem amari nifi quos bomines ament.

i- Their Bufinefs is to-tell their great Patron
what pleafes him, tho’ it deftroys him 3 and
awhen thicy have deprived him of all his Friends,
his’Innocepce, his Felici'za, and his Pofleffions,
they leavé bim oo or having riined his.For-
tunk, shby vake away his Life, which: 18 their
1ift -and:beft Civility ; for Flattery ends ever .
#n Ingratitude, and often in Trea n; and for
Princes to be often diftrefled by thofe whom -
th?lahuve' oblilgcd moft, is nothingnew. .

:. Flateery is always great, .in proportion. as its
-Patrons are bad. An%.l therefore Pliny obferwesd,
that: thofe Emperors-who .were' moft: hated,
were likewife . moft' fatceved 5 - for -he “fays,
*f That Diflimolation- 3 nlore ingdenions ahd
- % qreful than 3incerity, and Slavery.than Li
“¢ berty, and Fear than Love.” .. Hence Flat-
teryiista Sign of -Servitude; and .imcon{iftent
with Equality, and with Liberty, the Offspring
of'Equality: It is indeed one of ithe Purpofes
of Fiwttot} 20 make:Men worfen; it gains by
Corroption,: and" lives ‘upon. Gredulity, Folly,
and Vice, ' It'is particularly at perpetual Eq-
MR 1 2 . . mit}
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oty withsLeutlh ;. dnd,Flatterers are like Liars,
not. %0 be believed-even whien-they fpeak Fruthy
I have :fomewheré heatd Flatterers compared
to Thieves, who break into-Houfes by Night 3
the firlt Thing they do, is to extinguiftr the

Lights: ‘So Elatterers, when they have befet
a-Prinee, or.'any other Great Man, . never
fail. to keep:fas from him all:Light and Infor-
m'ant'ilc::.‘.l : ‘L o R “aady
-~Flattery is.ceuel, and gives . -Coune
felsi;: and. Flattesers are conftant add mercilefs
Calumniators ;' Every. Woid: tbey do not like,
16.a Libel ; :every A&ion that dilpleafes them,’
is ‘Tredfon or Sedition : Where there -ar¢ no
Faults,’ they-create them : The Crimes objeét-
ed to the honeft and excellent Thrafes, Petus

ware fuch. as thefe? namdly; * That ke had
* newer applawded Neas nor.encouraged others
¢ v applamd-him ; that wheg, the Sgnatg were.
¢* runming into.all the Extravagancics of Flat-:
““: rery, he. would .got .be préfent,. and there-
¢ fore. hadsmot been in it for Fhree Years 3
‘¢ thar he had never facrificed far pero’s charm-.
“ ingiVuoice; thaf. lie: would newer. own Ma-.
¢ dame Poppern :far:a iGoddefsy ;fhe who_had
., been Nero's: Mtftrefs, and: was then his Wike 3

‘- shat he would net: vote:ithat 2 Qontleman-
“.who had mdile Satyrical Yerfes upon Nero’
* thould. bé purto Death; tho’ he-¢ondemned.
“ thd \Mun. and .his Label ; :bur . he . con-~
“ rended; othatvnai Law made i the, Offence
¢ Capital.; thiv they eould not, without Scan+
“ dalj:amd the:Inipatafiop of Cruslty, gunifh
“ with Death,7an Offence for.which:the Laws.
¢ had:alveady providedia Pmiﬂ)cpm‘f thgf was;

- a
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** milder.” Thefe .were the honourable and
virtuous Crimes of that great and good Man';
but they were: then High TFreafon, and - coft
hime his Life. : Memorable are the Words of
Philip de Cmme:, 'leenhog of Court Flatterers =
“ If a Six- ax is to be raifed, they cry
«“ it ought Em:f | Means to be'a Twelve- -peAny
one. } the Prince is .offended with any'

Man, they are dwe& y for hanj:gm

¢ other Infbances, t W:mm e Ch

““ ralter  Above all advife thctr
¢ Mafter to make himfelf terrible; as chey

thcmfelves are proud, fierce, and over-

1ng, in hopes to be dreaded by that Mcans,
as. if Authority and Place were -their lnhm
& tanee, -

. Asall honeft Truths aﬂ'c& fuch Men what:
ever i faid againft il Men, they confiree. to-
be fird againlt them::And evens when .they-

mﬁj they cty they are abufed, and that
ﬁxch Praife isrank ony. Now aly this is very
impolitick : Good Men meither fear Libels;
nor fufpelt Applaufcs to be Ironies. Phnyfays
ﬁl to- Trafem; *“ When: 1 fpeak of yourl-lu.
ariity, Liberlity, - Frugality, - Clemency,,

h Vngalance, &'¢. I have ab Appfchenfion:that’
“ . your: Majefty will think your ﬁlfreprouhcd’

~ . with the eontrary Vices.,” But it was not’
fo i fome preceding Reigns, when Virtue was’
. dangerous, and Truth capital, and every Book:
that contained -either was burnt, and. its Au-’
thor put to Deatkr :. By ‘which vielent and un.'
jat Proceeding, shey hoped i fhur up: for
ever Peoples Mouths; to aboh{h ‘the Liberty’

of the Semate, and. uttesly to extingusth:. che
Memoncs
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Memories of good Men, Nort fatished with
killing the Authors, t:g exercifed their Rage
upon their Works, and ‘nptE:iﬂtc‘d' a Junto
called Triamoirs, to deftroy Fruits of the
greateft Genius’s by Fire. SRR :
-} bave fcafce ever heard of a more grofs or
tngenious Piece of Flattery, than that of Vitel-
" Kus to Caligula, upon. the ;'ollowing Occafion :
‘That'mad Emperer had taken it into his Head
to be 2 God, and thought' he might debauelr
fome of: the She-Deities, as well as he had his
Sifters ; he therefore asks Vitellius this Queftion,
Pray, Vitellius (fays he) bave you never feen me
embrace the Moon ? O, Sir, fays the Parafite,
that is 4 Myftery which none but a Gvd, fuch o
your Majefly, onght to reveal  Vitelline Was one
of thofe, quibas principum bonefa adque-tisbonéffs
laudare mos eft ; who praife ‘every Thing their
Prince does, whether good: or bad. Flattery
re is ‘never at the Heighe, till Liberty
and Virtue are utterly loft ; and with the Lofs
of Liberty, Shame and: Honour are loft. Tu-
eitus,. who never mentions the Woes of his:
€ountry, without feeming to:feel them, talk-
ing of Sganms, who lraving got the whole Ad-
mmniftraston into his Hands, wasnow the chief
Idol at Rome, makes M, Ferentins 2y, with In.
dignation, “ We worfkipped his: manumis’d
“ Slaves, and proftituted our felves to his for-
* mer Footmen:; and to be acrquainted with
% his Perter, was 2 mighty Hosour. - :
.. &3 Flattérers make Tyrants, “Tyrants make
Flatterers; nenther is.it poflible thar any Frince:
could be a Tyrant without them : He muft
have frvile dands wo exccute his Will, and

fervile
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fervile Mouths to approve.it. Jr was wiilk
ﬁrm Fear that Nero ordered .the Murder of

is Mother, tho’ he had wicked Couanfellors
enough to advife and applaud it ; and when
he had done it, he was thunderftriek and difs
tralted with Apprehen{ionsef the Confequences:
But finding Flattery from all Hands, inftéad of
Refentment from any, he geew outrageoufly.
gbandoaed, and plunged intoall Licentroufnefs

nd Infamy : :‘Had it pot bein : for. Flatterers;

e Middle and End of his Reign might. have
been as good as the Reginning, than -which
there was fcarce ever a better. .

I have faid enough to fhew the Vilenefs and
Mifchief of Flattery; a Vice which has firmily
suined -mapy Nations, and many Princes, and
one Time or-other hurtall. Let us be xhank-
ful that we are-pot at the .cruel Mercy of
Flatterers, and havé.a Prince whom we firmly
believe will never be led ot perverted by them;
we hope he will never have bad Countel given
bim, and would reje& it, if it were: We
know his honeft' Purpofes, and great Modera-
tion, and cohfefs .with Gratitude, thar during
kis whole Reiin no Qutrages have been comr-
mitted upon the Liyes-aod Fortunes of any of
his SubjeQs ;- and that the Prote&ioniof the
Law has been as. ftrong and extenfive: as ever
it was or ought to be. I could fay more, but
I.,ﬁ? bere ; for -the greateft. Hanoun that can
be done a-Prince; & to. {uppofe. him above
Flattery, and to avoid for his Seke thee A ppear-
ance of it; when we fpeak tohim or.of himn -

I.am, &c-
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P

S IR,
HE Love of one’s Country, or Publick Spirit;
4 is a Phrafe in every Body’s Mouth, but if
feldom deeper ; it is talked. of withous
being felt : Some mention it without having
any Ideas at'all of it,- but-enly as a fiie Thing
which every Body likes, and a good Quality
which one would not feem to be without.
- Others, when they name :it, intend onl
fome r and felbfb Gratification of .their
own :- kBus with: great Men it is Wealth -and
Empire, to do what- they lift; and to get. what
they can 3 which is dire& Faflion; or t-
ing, under Colour of the Publick, thofe Views:
which are inconfiftent with it. Thus with the -
‘Trader and Artificer, it -the enc ing one
- ly that Sett. of Art or Ware in which i)e ims
elf deals; and this-is:Monepely and Engref
fing, ever mifchievous to the Publick.  v;;.
; In Rapith Countries, ic; B Publick -Bpitit_to
build shdibeautify many Chutches, .at the Ex.
ypence of the poor People; whamuft afo main-
tain,.at a2 further Expence, a long Band of
luxurious Ecclefhafticks, to .play Tricks ia
them ; or, iix other Words, to keep the'Heads
and Pockets of their:deluded Hearers 4s empt
\as they dan. - It. is moreower: great Publick.Sp
xic'to: adorn 4n old:Skuly with ‘Reack and Dinr
mofids,~ahd to-envich-avenerable rotten Topth
-with Gold ‘and Emeralds,.of a. Value ufficiery
ooud - to .

/
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to maintain a City and all its Inhabitants, who
yet perhaps are fkarved by doing it. 1t is like-~
wife publick.fpirited there, for 2 Man to
ftarve his Family and his Pofterity, to endow
a Monatftry, and to feed or rather gorge a Fra.-
ternity of Reverend Gluttons, profelled Foes
to T'ruth and Peace, and the Profperity of the
World ; 1dlers, maintained to gormondize and.
deceive. This, forfooth, ‘i Publick Spirits
to rob the Country of its Hands, to rear up
a pernicious and terbulent Mob of Drones, in
Principles deftru&ive of Liberty, and to-bring
up Enemies ta a2 Country at its own Charges.

" In Arbitrary Countries, it is Publick Spirie
to be blind Slaves to the blind ‘Will of the
Prince, and to flaughter or be flaughtered: for
him at_his Pleafiire ~ But in Proteftant Free
Cowntries,, Publick Spirit # another Thing;
it is to combat. Force and Delufion ; it is to
seconcile the true Interefts of the Governed and
Governors ; it is.to expofe Impoftors, and to.
sefitt Oppreflors; and ir is to maintain the
People in Liberty; Plenty, Eaft; and. Secus

my. N
** This is Publick Spirit:; which contaitrs i it -
every laudable Paflion, and takes- in Parents,
Kindred, Friends; Neighbours; and every
Fhing dear to Mankind ; it is the higheft Vin
wee, and contaias in it aimoft alb others ; Sted-
faftnefs- to geod Purpofes, Fidelity to ene’s
Fruft, Refolution ia Difficwlties, Defiance of
Danger, Commr!‘oﬁ Peath, and impartial
Benevolence to all Mankind. k is a Paflion:
20 promote univerfak Good, with. perfonal Pain,
Lofs, and Feril: It is one Mun’s Care for

Many,
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}{?ny,xand the Concern’ of every Man for,
“-Confider this PiGure, O ye great Patriots
and Guardians of the Earth,‘and"t?{ if. you
refemble-it ! Whom have ﬂ:ye_ éxalted’ for his.
own Merits, and whom caft down for the Sake! -
of your Country ? What Advantages have you
acquired to vour Nation, with' Lofs to your
felves; and have your People’s Loffes never
beeti your Gains? o

Out of England, thefe Queftions canhot well
be almfwered; nor could they in England for-
merly. : o,

If my Charaéter of Publick Spirit be thought
‘too Heroick, at leaft for the living Generation,
who are indeed but Babes in that Virtue ; I
will readily own, that every Man has a Right
and a Call to provide for himfelf, to attend .
upon his own Affairs, and to ﬁucfy his own’
Happinefs. All I contend for is, that this Du-,
ty of a Man to himfelf be performed fubfe-
quently to the general Welfare, and confiftently
with it. The Affairs of All fhould be minded
preferably to the Affairs of One, as every Man
13 ready to own when- his own Particular is
embark’d with the Whole ; as ‘indeed” every

_Man’s will prove to-be fooner or later, tho’
for a while fome may thrive upon the publick
Ruins, but their Fate' feldom fails to meet-
with them at laft, them or their Poﬂerirsy.

It is a favourable Sign of Publick Spirit
tho’ not a certain Sign, when the Intereft and
Reputation of Men rife and éncreafe together 5
and there is Policy and Wifdom in it.” Héd,
who acquires Money in fpight of Fame, ?&a)"“

’ ’ car
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dear for his Avatice, while ft returns him Ha-
ti_'cidl and'(d:utr‘f‘ets‘:,d as_well as'Golf‘i)l ,c:g::ig t% l”bq
rich asd de , % 0. me.no. ng.Cha-
ta&ér.?#.l‘ba ‘fame holds trye_in_Regard - to
Ambition, and gvery other Paffion, which
breaks its Bounds; and makes a Captive of its
Owner. It’s fcarce poilible to be 2 Rogue and
be beloved ; and when Men are arrived to an
Infenfibility of popular Cenfure and Opinion
concerning their Honefty and Difhonefty, it is
a-Sign that they .are at_a Dchiance with the
Commupity where they live, and that the refk
ought 'to be upon therr Guard againft them ;
they do as it - were cut themfelves off from the
Society, and teach the People what to call
them. - S

?It.i; true that great ill Men, never fail to
have gréat Cowrt p%id to their Fortunes ; which
Gourt, their own Self-Love :always’ conftrues
to be,paid to their Perfons : But there is a
Way to'undeceive them, and it often happens;
let them, but {ink info Meannefs, and they will
foon find themfelves funk into Contempt, which
is the End of Hatred when the Objeét of Ha-
tred diminifhes, ", .. -

. There js-a Sart of Men found almoft every
where, who having got:a Set of gainful and
favourite Speculations, ‘are always ready to
fpread and enforce them, .agd call their doin
o Publick Spiyit; tho it often turns the World
topfy-turvy : "L:kc the mad Monk at Heideiberg,
who yas for knaocking every Man on the Head
who did not like Rbensfl’ Wigg, -which it feems
Was his belqved. Liquor ; "and. perhaps. he
thought. it -was as'reafonable tp mske %l/ the,

o, i ) "Wor
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" World fwallow Rbenifb,- a8 to mike them {wal«

low Traafubftantiasion. . . Sy
ions,_bane Opirtions, .fignify-no.ntore 20,
the World, than do-thesfeveral aftes-of Men s,
and all ManKind. muft ‘be tade .of. oneiCon-
plexion, of-one Sizey arid of 1 one Age, -beforel
they can be, all made of the fame Mind. - Thofe
Patrdns therefore of dry Dreams, who do-Mif-
chief tb the: World. to -make it better, are the
Befks dnd Diftrefiérs .of Mankind, and (huel
themfelves but from all Pretence to the Love
of their Coiintry :_ Strange Men ! They would:
f6rcd Al Mén dnto ani abfolute Certainsy about
dbfolute Unoertaintiesand Contradi&ions ; they
would afcertain Ambiguities, without removing.
them ; and plague and: punith. Men for having!
bht;\ﬁ?bﬁtﬂﬁSa R I PR |
I would affert another Propofition,. as truex
o5 dhia laft, the’ it:may feern ftranger ; namely
“Fhao the taking 4 Thoufand or Ten Thoufand
Pdunds: a Yedr, for- the' Merit: of, helping tor
draw = Hundred -Times as much from the:
People, -is not -‘Publick Spirit, whatever Ufel
may call it; and to grafp at All, and put a
while:Cotintry, i two ‘on-three Pockets, is a:
Sonr of :Publick: Spirit, which I hapa iniGods
never. to fee, -tho’ there hiatre been Narfons wha!
have forrowfplly.feltit.! v, = .« .. 1o
-As Liberty can never fubfift without Equa=:
lity; nor Equality be. long preferved' without
an Agrarian Law, or fomething like it ; .fo.
when Men’s Riches are become immeafureably:

- av.: fdeprizingly ugreat, a People ‘whb, regird:

their own: Security,  ‘ought:: to: miske a: fnidt
Enqbiry. how they came by them, and d%ignl
P them
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thet.rfx. to 'téllzle (d:ovm their ownr Siz‘:,' for fear i:f
terrifying the Community, or maftering it, In
every Country, ' and tn er every Goven&nt,
particular Men may betodrich. .-
- If the Rommns had well:obfervedithe Agrarian
Law, by which -the Extent of every Gitizen’s
Eftaté was “afcertained, fome Citizens could
never have riftn fo high as they did above
others, and conféequently one Man would never
havé been fet above all the reft, and have
eftablithed, as Cefar did'at laft, a Tyranny in
that great and glorious: State. I have al-
ways ' thought -that an 'Enquiry .into Men’s
Fortunes, efpecially monftrous Fortunes rais’d
out of the Publick, like Milton’s Infernal Pa-
lace, as it werein.an Inftant, wasof more im-
- portance to a Nation, than fome other Enqui-
- ries ‘which I have heard'of: = ' -
- But, will fome fay, is it a Crime.to be rich >.
Yes, certainly, ‘at .the publick Expence; or.to
the Danger of the Publick. A Man.may be
too rich for a Subje& ; even the Revenues .of
Kings may be too large. It is one of the Effe&s
of Arbitrary Power, that the Prince has too
much, and the People too litte ; and fuch In-
equality miay: be the Caufe too of * Arbitrary’
Power. It.is'as aftonifhing as it is melancholly,
to travel through a whole Country, asone
through many in Ewope, gafping under en
lefs Impofts, and groaning under Dragoons and
Poverty, and all to make a wanton and luxuri-
ous Court, filled for the moft, with the worft
and vilet of all Men. Good God! What
Hard-heartednefs and Barbarity, to ftarve J:f
4
And

haps half 3 Province, to make a gay-Gar
o ba .
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And yet fometimes even this grofi Wickednefs

" 1s ‘called Publick Spirit, becaufe forfooth a

few Workmen and Labourers are maintained
out of the Bread and the Blood of half a
Million.
“In shofe Counmes, was the dgmcnt of tla
J’eop}e confle gs would obetttr
they aze defpne ’ and eﬁccme _by-their Go-
wernors happy enough, if thiey do not eatGraﬁ.
and having no Reprefentatives, .or Share in the
ﬁovcmmcnt, they have no Remedy ‘Such
indeed is their Mifery, that their Cafe would
be greatly mended, | the coull:g hanforCon-
gxenonsdwl{b ttllm B?eﬁs of the 1 reld B tll;cn
ing deftin’d to, ten,. they would be bet-
fs ed: Such a stfg:tune is yu to them thag
thcuGov age, not.Cannibuls | Oh happy
Britnin 1 'may.it thou continue ever {o:!’
) 2 Lonc lufion: As the: Prefervatxon of
Property is the Source of National Happinefs,
whoever. vialates - Property, or leflens: or ren-
dangers 1t, comoa Senfe fays, that he is.an
ﬁ; ,-and publick Spirit faysy
fe¢1 it g.engcance As yet in Englendy
we can gﬁ beld Truths; and we never,
dread to ﬁ:e the Day, when it will be fafer. for.
one Man_to .be z’l‘rzymr, than for another
Man, or for a whole People, to u%ahun fo,
Wherever Publick Spmt is found dangerous,
the wxll (ooa be,chn C,
, o o f amy &ea

SIR
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-

‘S IR; -
Oyalty is a very good Word ; but, like
L ‘moft others, being wrefted firlt by Defign,
and dfrevwards by Ignorance end Cuftom, from
its origina] and virtuous Stgnification, does now
frequently bear - ¥ty bad one. In am ‘honeft ‘
Berife, and:indéed in’‘common Senfe; -it means |
fo more thad' the fquaring aur A&ions by the
Rules of good Laws, and an Attachment to a
Contftitution fupported by fuch : Andthe French
Word Loyauté, comes fromanother French Word,
which fignifies Loy,  ~ ~ - -7 oo
Othet Meanings:hdve beenfince fatherd up- -
on that ‘Word, fuch as- # abhérs. Fo bear
Ruridly the wild or delibetate ill A of & Ty- |
rant, overturning all Law, and to aflift him in
it, has been impioufly called Loafty ; tho’ it
was all the while on the other Side : As it is the
very: Office ‘and - Genius- of Egyalty to defend
Law, Virtue, and Property; and tg putl-down .
25 Trayfors and“Difloyalifts, ‘afl who' affault |

them: - . Ceet :
i T‘mhb'cvdr is hawlefs, is &floyal ; ‘and to boaft
of ‘Loyalty to Difloyalty, is ftrange Nonfenfe ;
2 Paradox firft invented by folemn and perni-
cious Pedants, whofe Trade' it is to-pervert the
Ufeof ords, and the Meaning of Things,
to abufe and confound the humane Underftand-
ing, and to miflead the World into Mifery and

Darlfn;ﬁ.
To
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~"T'o qbey "2’ Priice; ‘Who _ does' Himfelf ' ohey

e Laws, 1 éonfefled on-all Hands to be Loy-
alty : - Now, “from hence,f one would naturally
think, that by evéry Rule of Reafon, it might
be inferrd, ‘that to obey one who ‘obeys no
Law, isa Departure from all Loyalty, :and an
Outrage: committed tpon it; ‘and thatboth hé
Who commands,’ and he ;who:obeys, afe Out-
laws and Difloyalifts: And -yet thefe fame uns
godly PedantsThall maintain it” to’ your Face,
that tho” Loyalty confifts’ in obeying ‘a’ ;ggn&i
Ptince,. yer it alfo 'donfifts in thever ?ohtra}l‘vi

and in obeying a wicked Prince; who, tho’ he
is an Enemy to'Gad, yet he is the Vicegerent
of ‘God ;. and the’ he commits all Wickednéfs,
g’?t he does irby diviné Right ;"‘and tho ft'is g
v to oBey. him, yetit is q;c’hihmable Sin to
refit him; and -in fhort, that all th¢ Inftru-
nients and ‘Partners :of ‘his_ éryin%aCrimes, are
Loyalifts, and all who defend"Law, Virtue,
and Mankind againft fuch Monfters, are Re-
bels, and affuredly damned for preventing or
refilting A&ions 'which ' 'defétve  Danmation] ¢
And thus' Men betome Rebels, by a&ing virtu:
oufly againft the worft of all Rebels, who are
reftrained’ by no Confifleration, hgmhnpf‘q&
dlv\i{;e; ‘.(. r h..I ) d I ‘.A <. d;
as ever fuch Impudence, Impiety, and
Worfenfe broached amongft Pagans ?P‘InTruth :
they hiever would "have been broach’d amon’g({
Chriftians, had not Sanéity been made 4 Cloak’
for thdfe who fold Godlinefs far Gain, and’pros!
pagated fmpofture ar the Price of all that,was,

virtuous and facred,

Dif
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;e&l?iﬂoydtyis indegd: rarely the Crime of Sub:

and private Men; and they who charge it |
moft urogn others, are they who praife it moft
elves.

themfe King Richerd the Second, and
Edward the Second, were the greateft Rebels in

ﬁn land in their own Time: And the greateft

ebel in all Itsly, is the Pope Every lawlefs
Prince is a Rebel, and the Grand Seignior is the

reateft that is or can be in his own Dominions, |

t is true, he is bound by no written Law ; but
in this vety Thing he .1s'a Rebel: No Man
ought to be exempt from the Ties of Laws;
and the higher any Man is, the more Ties he
ought to be under. -All Power ought to be
ballanced with equal Reftraints, clfe ’twill cer-
tainly grow mifchievous:  He who knows no
Law, but:his own Luft, feldom obferves any
gtl}ci';i' ﬁﬁdes'&filijré ‘are fml{I ‘Things ';g the
eternal Laws efcy, Jultice' a ruth,
legible b .e‘zery Man’?;atural Reafon, when
it is not blinded by Craft ; . and whoever ob-
ferves- not thefe, let him be called by what

Namg he will, is a Rebel o all the Worid, '

and. it is L,0yalty to'all the World to purfue him
¢ Defrion, ' :

Brutus, who expell’d the royaland x;cbellious.

Race of the Tarquins, was the moft loyal Man

in Rome ; and his Sons, who would have re- |

ftored them, were the greatelt Rebels in Rome ;
The Roman People therefore alted juftly, when
they rewarded the Father with the chief Ma-
ﬁu':riﬁced the, Traytors of his own Loins to
the Liberties and Refentments of the Reman

People.
o Some

iffracy; and the Father ated jultly, when he -
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- Seme_ play with. the. Words Sovereign and-
Subjest, and divert themfelves with the Ridicule
of Obedience. refifting Command : But thelr
Wit and Reafoning are alike ‘wretched, whether
they proceed from Ignorance or Difhonefty, as
ihc{eoftcn do from both ; asif the World were
to be guided by Sound rather than Senfe in
Things eflential to its Well-being. . The higheft,
and hrft Savereignty is in the Laws, of which
the Prince has only the Sovereign Execution -
g:eotber Words, it is his Office and Duty to fee

Laws obeyed ; an Employment, which

jmén‘lics their. Superiority and his own Sub-
Je

ion. . .

A learned Prince, who knew not much of
Government, and pradtifed lefs than he knew,
did yet.own, that a King ss only the chicf Ser<
want of the State. The Law ought to be the
Meafure of his Power and A&tions, as much as
of any private Man’s, and more ; as his Ex-
ample is of greater Influence, ‘and as his Op-
portunities and Temptations to break them are
greater than any private Man’s can be: And
the only juft Reafon that can be afligned wh
thofe Crimes which are g\:nifhed with Death
in a Subje&, have been often committed with-
Impunity by a chief Magiftrate, was, becaufe
the Station he was in gave him fuch Strength,
and fuch a Party, that to have punithed him,
the Publick Quiet muft have been rifqud or
fhaken : And as to the inferior great Traitors,
the. Gain of their Crimes and Partners of their,
Guilt protelted them. . . .
". Exalted Wickednefs; is -the fafeft: I could
pame an Englib Reign, in which, for above

Y¥OL L -0 Twenty
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Twenty Years together, there fearce pafi'd 3
Week in which the Prince did nor venture his
Crown, and his Minifters forfeit thejr Heads.
And yet not one of thefe: Forfeitures were
exalted : So corrupt and wicked was the Geo-

:rnment, and fo tame and acquiefcing were the
People. Indeed the People do jn every Country.
deferve the-beft Ufage, and in almoft 3ll meer
with the worft :* Their, Lat is very hard and
unequal : ‘;‘hey often -pay Millions, not only
in- their' own Wirong, but frequently to
frrengthen’ the Hands of their Oppreflors :
‘And this they generally do, without fo much
as a Tumult ; and yet for one of them to
Coin a Silver Six pence, is Death and Con-
fifcation. ’ :

Thefe Things are obvious; and yet how
Tittle are they confider’d ! It is gfer for a great
Man to rob a Country, than for a poor one to

fteal a Loaf : But the Wages of Villainy pro-
- te& Villains, and Juftice is only blind where
the Obje& is naked— But thefe are onl
Complaints, which we hope we Brirons wiﬁ
never have Caufe to make.

We have been formerly ftunn’d with the
big Word Prerogative, b{l thofe who contend
for Unlimited Loyalty : Men, who while the
referve to themfelves a Right to be the mo
turbulent of all Subje@s, would make all others
the tameft, and the blindeft of all Slaves. But
what Prerogative do they mean? I know no
Prerogative in the Crown, which is not at the
fame Time a certain Privilege of the Pebple,
for their Sake granted, and for their Sake to be
exerted : And where a Prerogative is claimed in

o } Oppofition
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"Oppofition to the Rights and Interefts of the
People, o far a Tyranny is claimed ; Tyranny
‘being nothing elfe but the Government of one
‘Man, or of a few Men, over many, againft
* their Inclination and Intereft : And where Pre-

rogative is exercifed more to the Hurt than

. the Good of the Govemed, it is no longer
‘Prerogative, byt Violence and Ufurpation ;

‘and therefore, in Eugland feveral Prerogatives

‘have from Fime to Time been taken from

g:c Crown, becaufe the Crown had abufed
em., . :

- A certain Britiftb King was wont to fay, That
fo long as be could make Bifbops and Fudges, be
‘would bave what Law and Gofpel ke pleafed — Aa
impious and arbitrary Saying, and a bold ane

.'coming from 2a Prince of fo mean a Spirit, go-
verning a brave and a free Pgo‘rle, who werg
difgraced by his l:profuﬁ: andvri.'iculo‘us Reign,
-which is one of thofé that ftain our Annals.
But for all the Abfurdity of his Government,
and the Smallnefs of his Soul, he found him-
LeIf able, by the Afitance of Sycophants, to
ultiply and entail many Evils_upon thefe
ﬁing oms.” It is certain, that he and fome of
his. Pofterity found fuch complaifant Bifhops
- and Judges; that the Religion_and Politicks of -
the Court were generally the Religion and Po.
liticks -of Wefimsnfier-Hall, and of Hemry the
VIlth’s Chappel: Abfolute Power in the Crown
;Jlas pleaded” and granted in both thofe folemn
aces, - e
So wicked and mercilefs :a Thing 15 Selfs
Intereft ! Thofe grave Men, who were by
Profeflion the Guardians of Aei'ruth and Law,
o : Oa gave
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gave up both, to.keep Preferment, or to acquire |
it. How little are Men to be trufted, and E:w i
little does Religion bind them'! They can break
the ftrongelt Bands, violate the moft awful
Oaths, and commit the moft horrid, moft ex-
tenfive Treacheries, for the vileft and moft un-
certain Gratifications. 1 am thetefore feldom
furpriz’d to hear of the mof} aftonifhing Things
and Events, whether they be. publick- Depre-
dations and Maffacres, or privare Treacherics
and Parricides ; ‘having my Mind’ conflantly
fill'd with Exattiple$ that anfwer them, 6r ¢x- |
ceed them, tho’ perhaps they ate not exatly
of the fame Naturé, /&' e- - o e

" Tt is certain, that '.'ﬁmfc ludgeg,' Councellors,
and Clergy, who have adjuliged a’ difpenfing
2hd Mwlefs Power toKings, had, each of them,
the Guilt of a'Thoufand private Murderers
upon his Head: - They, as it were, fign’d a |
dead Warrant. for their Country; and as much
as in them lay, made themfelves the Authors of
Univerfal Barbarity, Slavery, Infamy, and
Woretchednefs, and of every other Evil' and

. Wickednefs which is produced by that great
Source of 'all Evil and Wickednefs, Arbitrary
Power. - o S '

" +Of this we are fure, that the leaft Publick
Guilt is greatet than the greateft Private Guilt:
Let every Man congern’d in Publick Truft,
every where, confider this, and examine his own
Heart : Every Step a'publick Man takes, every
Bpeech he makes, and every Vote he gives,
may affet Millions. . Whoever afts.in a t
Station againft his Conftience, might perhaps
with more Innocence carry & Dagger, and like
0/d Maxly ftab Twenty Men a Day. " Now
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Now were thefe Judges and "Councellors,
above-mentioned, Loyalifts ? Yes, doubtlefs,
th there arof:" ﬁ;d; Thiﬁgsl as Loya} Tl:a ltcm:’.
or, even fuppofing Loyalty cepter’d wholly in
e i’e,rfon’ :ofp?he %’rincc, than which nothing
can be more falfe ; yet even here it lofes its
Name, fince it is doing him .the higheft Un-
kindnefs, as it feparates him from his People,
and their Hearts from him, and as it tempts
him to Evil, loads him with Infamy and Guile,
and leffens his Security ; in truth, fuch Loyalty:
1s Perfidioufnefs and Flattery, and has coft many’
Princes their Lives and their Kingdoms.

" No good Prince will pretend that there is’
any Loyalty due to him further than he himfelf
is loyal to the Law, and obfervant of his Pen-
ple, the Makers of Kings and of Laws. 1f
any Man,” mifled by Sound 4nd Delufion,
doubts this, let- him confider what is the De-’
fign of Magiftracy; and .what the Duty of
Magiftrates ; and if he has Reafon in him, he’
will find that his Duty is only due to thofe who
perform theirs ;' that Proté€tion and-Allegiance
are reciprocal ; that'every Man has a Right to
- defend what no Man has a Right .to take:.

That the Divine Right of Kings, if they -had
it, can only warrant them in'doin’g A&ions that
are Divine, and cannot prote& them in Cruelty,

Depredation and Oppreflion: That a Divine

Right to alt .wickedly, is a Contradition and

Blafphemy, as it is Maledittio Supremi Numinis,

a Reproach upon the Deity, as if he gave any

Man a Commiiffion to be a Devil:: Thata

King, in comparifon with the Univérfe, is not
fo muchr asa Mayor of 8 Town, in comparit;c;g'

o _ wik
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with a Kingdom ; and that, was Mr. Mayor
salled King, it-would give him no new Righe;
or, if a King was only called Mr. Mayor, it
awvould not leffen not abrogate his old Jurifditi-
.on: 'That they are both Civil Officers, -and
that an Offence in the Leffer is more pardomable
than an Offence in the Greater: That the
Doétrines of unbioken hereditary Right, and
of blind Obedience, are the Flights and For-
geries of Flatterers, who bely Heaven, and
abufé Men, to make their own Court to Power,
and that not one of them will ftand the Fryal
himfelf ; and in fine, that Government, honeft
and legal Government, is Imperium Legum nom
Mominum,the Authority of Law, and not of Luft.

Thefe are the Principles upon which our

Government ftands, and the Principles upen
which every free Goverament muft ftand ; and
that we Britons dare tell fuch Truths, and pube
kifh fuch Principles,. is a glorious Proof of our
Civiland Religious Freedom: They are T'ruths, °
which every Briton ought to know, even Chil=
dren and Servants: They are eternal Fruths,
that will remain for ever, tho’in too many
Countries they are dangerous or uftlefs, or little
known: They are Truths, to which we are -
beholden for the prefent Succeflion, and the

efent mild Adminiftration; and they are the
rinciples of Emglifb Loyalty, as well as of
Englifb Liberty. -

" Before I have done, I would take Notice of
another Miftake very common, concerning
Loyalty : It is indeed a Trick more than a
Miltake ; I mean of thofe who would affert,
- or rather create a Sort of Loyalty ‘°Mi“m:,{f§

[
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and make every Thing which they do not like,
an Offence againft their Mafter. ,
ow endlefs are the Arts and Inftances of
Deceiving! And yet the ftaleft Artifices are ftill
new. The Above is a Method, which bad
Minifters have ever taken, but which good
ones want not: Innocent Minifters will never
roftitute the Name and Authority of the
rince, to proteC theirown Faults and Miftakes;
and every wife and indifferent Man will be for

.preferving him from the Imputation of the

Guilt and Folly ot his Servants, who, when-
ever they are for thrufting in their Mafter be-
tweea themfelves and the Cenfure or Odium of
their own Ations, do at once acknowledge
that their own A&ions are evil, and that they
would barbaroufly and ungratefully make a
Screen of their Sovereign, and fave themfelves
upon his Ruin or Difgrace. :

What can be more vile, what more difloyal
than this! And yet who were louder in their
Prate about Loyalty, than the worflt Minilters
have ever been; even while they were weakening
their Mafter’s Hands, creating him Enemies,
and fetting him at Variance with his People 2
This is fo true, that it has been fometimes im-
potlible to love the Prince without abhorring
ﬁis Servants, and to ferve them without hurt-
ing or abulfng him. And yet while they wer,
vex,loyally undoing him, it was forfooth hig
Difloyalty to refift or expofe them.— Who-

" ever would recolle& Inftances of this, need not

go out of Europe, nor above Forty Years back-

~wards: And for Inftances at Home, aswecan find

20 prefent ongs, we fear nope that are future.
Vo Q4 I amy, &c.
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. SIR, . . :
T BE following :are the Sentiments. of
Mr. Sydney : I knew ’tis objeted, that
he is a Republican ; and ’tis difhoneftly fug-
gefted thar I am a Republican, becaufe I com-
‘mend him as an ekcéllent Writer, .and have
taken a Paflage or two out of him. In anfwer
-to this, I fhall only take Notice, that the Paf-
fages I take from him are ot Republican Paf:
‘{ages, unlefs Virtue and Truth are Republican:
That Mr. Sydney’s Book, for the Main of it, &
eternally true, and agreeable to our own Con-
ftitution, which is the beft Republick in the
World, with a Prince at the Head of it: That
our Government is a Thoufand Degrees nearer
a-kin to 4 Commonwealth, (any Sort of Com-
monwealth now fubfifting, or that ‘ever did
fubfift in the World) than it is to Abfolute
Monarchy : That for my felf, I hope in God,
never to fee any other Form of Government
“in England, than that which is now in England;
- and that if this be the Stile and Spirit of a
‘Republican, I glory in it, as much as I defpife
thofe who take bafe Methods to decry my
Writings, which are addrefled to the common
‘Senfe and Experience pf Mankind. 1-hope it
'is not _yet made Herefy in Politicks, to aflert
‘that Two and Two make Four.

“ The good Magiftrate feeks the Good of

& the People committed to his Care, t!x‘at he
.- — & may
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“ may petform' the End of his Inftitution 3
* and knswing That chiefly to confitt inm -
"% Jyftice and Virtue, he endeavours to plant
¢ “and propagate them ; ‘and by doing this, he
“ procures his own Good, as well as that of
#the Publick: He knows there is no Safctﬁ
* where there s no Smength, no Strength
.withéut Union, no Union’ without Juftrce,
'no_Juftice- where Faith and Truth in ac,
* complithing publick and private Engage,
ments, is 'wanting. ' This hé perpetually i,
* culcates’; and thinks it a great Part 6f his
¢ Duty, by Precept and Example, to educate
“ the Youth t a Love of Virtue ard Truth,
that they may be feafoned with then, _ang
% fitled *with® an Abhorrence - of Wice and
“ Falthood, before they attain-that Age which
# 15 éxpofed to the moft violent Temptations,
* and in which they may by’ therr Crimes
“ bring the greateft Mifchiefs upon the Pub-
¢ lick. He would do alt this, tho’ it were to
¢ his own Prejudice. - But as .good Aétion
always carry a Reward withr them, thefe
contribpte in ahigh Meafure to his Adwan-
tagé. By preferring the Intereft of the Peo-
pﬁc beforé his own, he' gains their Affe&tion,
and -all that fs in their Power comes witlr it ;.
while he’ unites them to one 4nother, he.
unites -all to himfelf: In leading them rto
“ Virtue, hc encreafes their Strength, and by
¢ that Means provides for his. own Safety,
“ Glory, and Power, - - - P T
“ On the other Side, fuch as feek differeng
“ Ends muft- take different Ways. When a
“ Magiftrate fancies he -is not*made forthe
- O35 “ Peopley

fe R

R
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¢ People, .but the People for him; that he
“ does not govern for them, but for himfelf ;
 that the eoﬁlle live only to encreafe his
¢ Glory, or to furnifh Matter for his Pleafure 3
“ he does not enquire what he may do for
“ them, but what he may draw from them:
¢ By this Means he fets up an Intereft of Pros
“ fir, Pleafure, or Pomp in himfelf, xc%u nant
¢ t0..the Good of the Publick, for w igr he
& 3 made to be what he js. Thefe contrarp
& Ends certainly divide the Nation into Parc
& ties; and while every-one endeavours to ad«
*“ vance that to which he is addi&ed, Occas
“ fions of Hatred, for Injuries every De?
¢ done, or thought to be done, and received,
“ muft neceffarily arife. This creates a moft
@ fierce. and irreconcileable Enmity, becaufe
¢ the Ocgafions are frequent, important,

“ univerfal, and the Caufes thought to be
“ moft juft. The People think it to.be the
« greateft of all Crimes to convert that Power
“ to their Hurt, which was inftituted for their
* Good ; and that the Injultice is aggravated
* by, Perjury and ln?aﬁtude, which compre-
“ hend all manner of Il ; and the Magiftrare
¢ gives the Name of Sedition and Rebellion
* to whatfoever they do for the Prefervation
% of themfelves and their own Rights. When
* Men’s Spirits arc. thus prepared, a fmall
“ Matter fets them on Fire ; bur if no Acck
“ dent happens.to blow them into a Flame, the
% Courtfe of Juftice is certainly interrupted, the
% publick Affairs are negleed ; and when any
% Occafion, whether Foreign or Domeftick,
. arifes,in which the Magiftrate ftands in need

of

£ -
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"% of the People’s Afliftance, they whofe Af-
 fections are alienated, not only @ew an tn-
* willingnefi to ferve him with their Perfons
“ and Eftates, bue fear that by delivering him
“ from his Diftres they ftrengthen their Ene-
% my, and enable him to opprefs them : And
“ he, fancying his Will to be unjuftly oppos’d
% or his Due more unjuftly denied, is fille
“ with a Diflike of what he fees, and a Fear
“ of worfe for the future. Whillt he endea-
“ vours to eafe himfelf of the one, and to
provide againft the other, he ufbally encreafes
“ the Evils of -both ; and Jealouftes are on
“ both Sides multiplred. Every Man knows
& that the Governed are in a grear Meafure
¢ wnder the Power of the Governor ; but as
“ no Man or Number of Men is willingly
- % fubje& to thofe that feek their Ruin, fuch
 as fall into fo great a-Misfortune, continue
“ no longer under it, than Force, Fear, or
" Necefﬁg malzl be able to oblige them. Bur
* fuch a Neceflity ¢an hardly Ne longer l;‘;;on
o a great People, than till the Evil be fully
difcovered and comprehended, and their Vir-
“ tue, ‘Scrength, and Power be united to-expel
* jt: The ilt Magiftrate looks upon.all Things
 that may conduce to. that End, as fo many
“ Preparatives to his Ruin ; and by the Help
* of thofe who are of his Party, will endea-
vour to prevent that tlnion, and diminifls
# that Strength, Virtue, Power, and Courage,,
* which he knows to be bent againf® him.
* And as Truth, faithful Dealing, and Inte-
“ grity of Manners, are Bonds of Union, ind
# Helps te Good, be will always, by "I“rﬁw,
: . * A
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“ Artifices, Cavils, and all Mean:mro{ﬁﬂe:
< endeavour to eftablith Falfhood Difho-’
« nefty ; whilft other Emiffaries and Inftru-
* ments of Iniquity, by corrupting the Youth

< and fuch as can be brought to Eewdnefs an
¢ Debauchery, bring the People to fuch a paf3,
*¢ that they may neither care nor dare to vin-
“ digate their Rights; and that thofe who
:‘ would do it may fo far fufpe&® each other,
¢ as not fo confer upon, much lefs to join in,
:: any Adtion tending to the publick Deli
= ¥eranee, : '
“ This diftinguifhes the good from the bad
‘* Magiftrate, the Faithful from the Unfaicth-
‘“ ful; and thofe that -adhere to cither, living
in the fame Pringiple, muft walk in the
“ fame W:;ys. _ They who uphold the rightful
“ Power of -a_juft Magstracy, encourage Vir-
“ tue and Juftice, and teach Men what they
“ ought to do, fuffer, or expeét from other:;
“ shey fix them wpan Principles- of Honefty,
“ and generally advance every thing that tends
“ to the Encreafe of the Valour, Strength,
“ Greatacfs, and Happinefs of the Nation,
“ ecreating a good Union ameng them, and
“ bringing every Man.to-an exaCt underftand: -
“ ing of his own, and the publick Rights. On
“ the other fide, he that would introduce an
* i1} Magiltrate, makes one evil who was good,
or preferves him in the Admiaiftration o
“ Injuftice when ke is corrupted, muft always
* open the Way for him by vitiating the Reo:
4 ch, corrupting their Manncrs, deftroying
“ the Validity of Qaths, teaching fuch Eva-
& {ans, Equivocations, and Erauds, as are,int
oL ¢ conliltens
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* % confiftent .with the Theughts that -become

" Men.of Virtue and Courage; ‘and over-
“ throwing the Confidence they ought to have
% in each other, make it-impoflible for them
““ to unite amongft themfelves. The liké Arts
“ muft be ufed with the Magiftrate : He can.
“ not be for their Turns, till he is perfwade

* to believe he has no Dependence upen, an

% owes no Duty to the People ; that he is o]

¢ himfelf, and not by their. Inftitution:; tha,
““ no Man ought toenquireinto, not be Judge
“ of his. A&ions ; that al} Obedience is due tq
“ him, whether he be good or bad, wife or
% foolifh, a Father or ar Enemy to his Coun-
“ try. This bein& caleulated for -his perfonal
 Intereft, he muft purfue the famre Defigns

 or His Kingdom is divided within Itflf, and
 cannot fubfit. By this Meins, thofe wha
‘* Barter his Humour, €ome to -be- aecourited
““ his Friends, and the only Men that are
“. thought worthy of great Trufts, whilft fuck
‘¢ as are of another Mind are expofed to all
“ Perfecusion. -Thefe are-always fuch as excel
‘¢ sn-Virtue s Wifdony; - and-Greatmefsof Spirir®
“ Fhey have Eyes, and they will always fee

“ the Way they go ; and leaving Fools td be .

(13 . < . . . . o .
guided by implicit Faith, will_ diftinguify
by bctwcen'yGood and Ewil, ‘and chufe that
* which is befy ; they will-judge of Men by
¢ their AQions, and by them difeovéring whofe
¢ Servant eveéy Mian- is, know whether ‘he is
“ to be obeyed or not:. THefe who- are‘igno-
¢ rant:of. all Good, carelefs, or Enémies to ir,
**-take.a more compendious Way: Their {la-
& vith, vicious and bafz Natures inclming thenr
- : “ o

-
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“ to feek only private and prefent Advantage;
‘% they eafily ﬂiﬁ: inte a blind Dependence u
% on one who bas Wealth and Power ; and
: deliring only to kmow his Will, eare not
what Iapaftice they do, if they may be re-
 warded.” They worfhip what they find i
“ the Temple, tho’ it be the vileft of Idols §
“ and always Jike that beft : which is worft
“ becaufe it um with their $nclinations an
“ Principles. n a Patty comes to be ere-
“ ed uﬁn fuch .2 Fouadation, Debauchery,
“ Lewdnefs, and Difhonefty are the true
% Badges of it; fuch as wear them are che-
¢ rithed ; but the priacipal Marks of Favour
“ are referved for them who are the moft in-
¢ duftrious in Mifchief, either by ﬁducinﬁ'
& the People with the Allurements of fenfuak
¢ Pleafures, or rorru fn%it eir Underftand-
“ ings with falfe and flavifh Doltrines.

1 am, &C.

-y
1

- SIR,

THE World has, from Time to Time;

been led i_n;:) fuch a long Maze of Mi:
ftakes, by thofe who gained by decciving, that
whoever would inftru&t Mankind, muft begin.
with removing their Errors ; and if they weré
every where honeftly apprized of Fruth, and
sefored to their, Senfes, there would not re-
maia one Nation of Bjgots or Slaves under the

~ -
.
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Sun: A Hgﬁ:meﬁ always to-be -wifhed, bus

never eXﬁc .

In moft Parts of .the Earth, there is neither
Light nor Liberty ; and even in the beft Pares
of it, they are but Tietle encouraged and coldly
maintained, there being, in all Places, many
engaged through Interelt in a perpetual Con-
fpirg againt them. They are the two greas-
eft Civil Bleflings, infeparable in . their Inte-
refts, and the mputual Support of ‘each other ;
and whoever would deftroy one of them, mufk
deftroy both : Hence it is, that we every where
find Tyramny and Impofture, Ignorance and
Slavery joined together, and Oppreflors and
Deceivers mutually aiding and paying conftant
Court to each other. - Wherever Truth is dan~
gerous, Liberty is precarious.

~ Of all the Sciences that I know in -the
‘World, thar of Government comcerns us. mofl,
and is the eafieft to be known, and yet is the
leaft underftood. Motk .of thofe who manage
it, would make the lower World believe that
there is I know not what Difficulty and Myfte

in it, far above vulgar Underftandings ; which
Proceedings of theirs is dire& Craft and Im-
pofture : Every Ploughman knows a good Go-
vernment from a bad, from the Effe&s of it;
he knows whether the Fruits of his Labour are
his own, and whether he enjoys them in Peace
and Security : And if he does not know the:
Principles of Government, it is for want of
Thinking and Enquiry, for they lie open to
common Senfe ; but People are generally taught
not to think of them at all, or to think wrong.

£
Q tbm. . What
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" What is Governthent, but a Truft commit:
ted by All, or the Moft, 1o One or a Few,
‘who aré to attend upon'the ‘Affairs of All, that
every one may, with the more Security, attend
. upon hisown? A great and honourable Truft,
but teo feldom honourably exscuted ;- thofe
‘who poflefs it having it often more at Heart
. to encredfe-their Power than to make it ufeful;
-aid to’be teirible ‘rather than ‘beneficent.
Jt-is therefore a Truft, - which’ otight to bé
bounded with many and fttong Reftraints, be-
‘caufe Power -renders-Men wanton; infolent to
others, and fond of themfelves. Every Viola
tion therefore of this Truft, where fuch-Vio-
Jation is confiderable, aught to meét with pro~

ortionable Punifhment ; and. the fmalleft Vio-

ation of it qught’¥o meét With fome, becaufe
Indulgence to the leafk Faults of Magilftfatea.
shay be Cruelty to a whole People. '«
* Honefty, Diligence, and plain Senfe, are the
. only Talents neceffary for the executing of this.
Truft, and the publick Goed is its only End :
As to Refinements and Finenefles, th?' are of-
ten only the falfe Appearances of Wifdom'and
Parts, and oftenet-Fricks to’ hide ‘Guile and
Emptinefs ; artd they are gerierally ‘mean’ and
difhoneft ; ‘they are the Arts of‘Jobbers in Po-
liticks, who playing their own Game under
the ‘publick Cover, fubfift upon poor Shifts
and Expedients ; ftarv’d:Politicians, who live
from Hand to Mouthy and from Day to Day,
ghd following the little Views' of Ambition,
Avarice, and Revenge, and - the like perfomal
Paflions, are allamed to avow them, and yet
want Souls great enough to forfake 'thf':m‘:.‘l

ma



- fmall ‘wicked Statefmen, who make a ‘private
Market of the Publick, and deceive it in order
to fell it. : P
Thefe are the poor Parts: which great aml
good ‘Governors fcorn to ‘play, and canno
play ; their Defigns, like their Stations, bein
_purely publick, are open and undifguifed.
ey do _not_confider their People as_their
Prey, nor lie in Ambufh for their Subjeéls;
nor dread, and treat and furprize them like
Enemies, as: all ill Magiftrates do ;.who aré
niot Governors but Jaylors and Spunges, who
chain them and fqueez.e them, and yet rake it
very ill if they do but murmur, -which is
‘yet much lefs than a People fo abufed ought
to do. There have been Times and Coun-
tries, when publick Minifters and publick E;
nemies have been the fame individual Men,
What-a melancholly RéfleCtion is this, that
fhe - moft terriblé and: miféhievous Foes to a
Nation fliould be its own Magiftratés ! And
- yet in every enflaved Country, which is almoft
- every Country, this is their woful Cafe.
Honefty and Plainnefs go always ‘tozaethcr,
- and the Makers and Multipliers of Myfteries
- In the political Way, are fhrewdly to be fuf: :
&Ged: of 8ark Déhgns. Cincinnatus was tas
ken from-the Plough to fave and defend the
Roman State 3-an -Office which he executed
honeftly ard fuccefifully, without the Grimace
and-Gains of -2 Statefman. Nor did he after-
wards continue obftinately at the Head of Af-
fairs; to form -a Party, raife”a Fortune, and
- Teule himfelf in Power: As he came intoLt
~~";‘.~«."7'A... ..‘-:.Wit

G M
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. with univerfal Confent, he refignd- it ‘with
univerfal Applaufe.

It feems Government was not_in thofe Days

me 2. Trade, at leat} a gainful Trade —
oneft Cincinnatas was but a. Farmer: And
happy bad it been. for the Romans, if, when
they were enflaved, they could have taken the
Adminiftration out of the Hands of the Em- -
perors, and their refined Politicians, and com-
mitted them to fuch Farmers, or any Farmers,
It is certain, that many of their Imperial Go-
verpors acted more riJicul_o.uﬂy than a Board

. Ploughmen would have done, and more
barbaroufly than .a Club of Butchers could
have done. S

But fome have faid, It is ot the Bufinefs of

ivate Men to meddle with Government. - A bold,
galté, and difhoneft Sagnﬁ and whoever fays
it, either knows not what he fays, or cares not,
or {lavifhly fpeaks the Senfe of others, It isa
Cant now almoft forgot in England, and which
never prevail’d but when Liberty and the Con»
ftitution were attack’d, and never can prevai}
but upon the like Occafion. _

It is a Vexation to be obliged to anfwer
Nonfenfe, and confute Abfurdities : But_fince
it is and has been the great Defign of this Pa-

per to maintain and explain the glorious Prin-
ciples of Liberty, and to expofe the Arts of
‘thofe who would darken or, deﬂr% them ;
fhall here particularly fhew the Wickednes
and Stupidir{ of the above Saying ; which i3
fit to come from no Mouth but that of a Ty»
rant, or a Slave, and. can never be heard by
any Man of an honeft and free Soul, vi_xithput
; orror
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Horror and Indignation : It is, in fhore, 2 Say-
ing, which ought to render :ﬁe Man who ut-
ters it for ever incapable of Place or Credit in
a free Country, as it fhews thé Malignity of
his Heart, and the Bafenefs of his Nature, and
as it _is the pronouncing of a Doom upon our
Conftitution. A Crime, or rather a
Complication of Crimes, for which a lafting
Infamy ought fo be but Part of the Punifh-

ment. :
But to the Falfhood of the Thing » Publick
Truths ought never to be kept Secrets ; and
they who do it, are guilty of a Solecifin and
a Contradition : Every Man ought to know
what it concerns All to know. Now, nothing
upon- Earth is-of a2 more Univerfal Nature than
vernment ; and every givatc Man upon
Earth has a Concern in it, becaufe in it is con-
cerned, and nearlwand immediately concerned,
his Virtue, his Property, and the Security o
his Perfon : And where all thefe are beft Erc,
ferved and advanced, the Government is beft
adminiftred ; and where they are not, the Go
yernment is impotent, wicked, or unfortunate;
and where the Goveroment is fo, the People
will be fo, .there being always and every where
a certain Sympathy and Analogy between thi_

Nature of the Government and the Nature o
the People. - This holds true in every Inftance.
Publick Men are the Patterns of private ; and

~ the Virtues and Vices of the Governors become

quickly the Virtues and Vices of the Goveraed,
Regis ad E;t_empla)zr totus componitur Orbis,
\ No '

~
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" Nor is it Example alone that does .it. 1Il
Governments, fubfilting by Vice and Rapine,
are ‘jealous of ptivate Virtue, and Enemies to
private Property. Opes pro Criminé ;' €3 ob Vir-
tutes certifimum Exitium. ‘They muft be'wicked
and mifchievous to be what they are ; nor ‘are
they fecure while any Thing good or valuable
is fecure. Hence it is, that to drain, worry,
and debauch their Subjefts, are the ftedd
Maxims of their Politicks, and their favourite
Arts of Reigning. 1n this wretched: Sjtuation,
the People,. to be fafe, miuft be poor and lewd :
. There yill,be ‘but little Induftry, where Pro-
gerry i$’precarious ; and fmall Honefty, where

irtue is dangerous. _

- Profufenefs or Frugality, and the like Virtues
or Vices, which affet the Publick, will be
pradtifed in the City, if théy are in the Courty
_and ‘in the Cobuntty, if the¥ are .in the City.
Even ‘Nero (that Royal Monfter it Man's Shape)
Was adored by the common Herd at Rome, a3
- much as he was flarter’d by the Great ; and
both the Little and the Great admir’d, or pres
tended to admire his Mariners, and many to
imitate them.® Tacitus tells us, that’ thofe fort
of People“long lamented him, 2nd reéjoiced in
the Choice of a Succeflor that refembled him;
the profligate 0tbo. . "0 Y o
- Good Government does, on the contrary,
. produce great Virtue, much Happinefs, and
many People. Greece ind ™ Italy, while they
continued free, were each of them, for the
Number_ of.Inhabitants, like one. continued
City ; and for Vertue, Knowledge, and great
Men, they were the Standards of the Worm

‘e

.
{
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and. thet Age and Country that could come
heareft to them, has’ ever fince been ‘reckoned
the happieft. ‘Their Government, their Free
. Government, was ‘the Root of all ‘thefe Ad-
vantages, and of all this Felicity and Renown ;
and in thefe great and fortunate States, the Peo-
ple were the Princ?als; in the - Government;
- and Laws were ‘made by, their Judgment and
- gAuthority, and by their Voice and Commands
* were Magiftrdtes created and condemned. The
City of Reme, could. conquer the World ; nar
could ‘the great Perfisn Monarch, the greateft
then ypon éarth, ftand before the Face of one
Greek ‘City. - : .
" But what are Gregez'and Italy now ? Rome has
§n"it a Herd of pamperd Monks, and a few
ftarving Lay Inhabitants; and the Campania
of Reme, the fineft Spot of Earth. in. Europe, is
-4 Defart. And for the modern Greeks, they
are a few abje& contemprible Slaves, kept un-
der Ignorance, Chains, and Vilenefs, by the
Turkifb Monarch, who iq:e s a great Part of
the Globe intenft]y miferable, that he may feem
Great withoug being fo. L
' “Such'is the Differénce between one Govern<
ment and another, and of fuch important Corie
cernment is the Nature and Adminiftration of
‘Government o a People, And to fay that pri-
vate Men have nothing to do with Government,
is to fay that private Men have nothing to do
with their own Happinefs and Mifery. =~ .
- What is the Publick, byt the colletive Body
of private \Men, gs-every private Man is a
Member of the Publick 7" And as the Whole
ought o be ‘concerned for the Prefervation of
- . . e . 4 . evCr’*
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gveryy private Individual, it is the Duty of
every Individual to be concern’d for the Whole,
in which himfelf is ichludcd, '
" ‘One Man, or. a f¢w Men, have often pre.
tended the Publick, and meant themfelves, and
confulted their own perfonal Intereft, in In-
ftances effential to its Well-being ; but the
whole People, by confulting their own Intereft,
conflilt the Publick, and act for the Publickby
a&ing for themfelves ; and. this is particularly
the Spirit of our Cenftitution, in which the
whole Nation is reprefented ; and our Records
afford Inftances, where the-Houfe of Commons
have declin’d entering upon a Queftion of Im-
portance, till they.had gone into the Country,
and ’confgzlted their Principals, the People :
Far were they from ‘thinking that private Men
had no Rightto meddle with Govermment. .In
Truth, our whol¢ worldly Hippinefsand Mife-
ry (abating for . Accidents and Difeafés) are
owing to the Order and Mifinanagement of
Government; and he Who fiys, private Men
have no Concern with Government, does wife-
lg and modeftly tell us, that Men have no
oncern in that which concerns them moft ; it
is faying that People ought not to concernthems-
felves whether they be naked or clothed, fed
or ftarved, are deceived or inftruéted, and
whether they are dprote&ed or deftroyed ;
What Nonfenfe and Servitude in a free and
wife Nation! '~ .
_-For my felf, who'have thought pretty much
of théfe Matters, '1.am of Oplnion, ‘that a whole
Narion are like to be as much attached to them-
felves, as'ome Man or a few Men are like to
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.be, who'may by many Means be detached from
the'Intereft of a Nation. It iscertain that ong
Man, and feveral Men, tPa be bribed into an
Intereft oppofite to that of the Publick ; but it
18 as certain, that a whole Country can never
find an Eguivalent for it felf, and confequently
a whole Country can never be bribed. It 1s
the eternal Intereft of every Nation, that their
Government fhould be good; but they who

. dire& it, do frequently reafon a contrary Way
and find their own Account in Plynder an
Oppreffion ; and while the publick Voice is
pretended tobe declured, by one or a few, for
vile and private Ends, the Publick know no-
thing what is done, till they feel the terrible
Effe&s of it.

By the Bill of Rights, and the A& of Settle-
ment at the Revolution, a Right is-afferted to
the People of applying to the King and to the
Parliament by Petition and Addrefs, for a Re-
drefs of publick Grievances-and Mifmanage-
ments, when fuch there are, of which They
are lef to judge.: And the Difference between
free and enflaved Countries lies rincipall‘{

_here, that in the former, their Magiftrates mu
confult the Voice and Intereft of the People;
but in the latter; the private Will, Intereft, and
Pleafure of the Governors, are the fole End and
Motives of their Adminiftration. -

" Such is the Difference between England and
Turky; which Difference, they who fay that
private Men have no Right to concern them-
felves with Government, would abfolutely de-
ftroy ; they would convert Magiftrates into
Bathays, and introduce Popery into Polit"ilc‘lgs.

: e
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‘The late. Revolution flands upons the very op:
pofite Maxim ; and that any Maa dares to
contradit it fince the Reve/stim, would be
amazing, did we not know that there are mn
every Country, Hirelings who would betray it |
for a Sop. '
- e Lem, &c. |

Tve Eid of the Firft Volume.
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