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INTRODUCTION.

ERHAPS the Seatiments contained in
the olowing Pige, aie ot i uf-
ficiently fafhionable

3 Thing wra o1, ¢
cing 7
SO e Ou y in_ defenc
Cuftom. But the Tumuit foon fubfides.
o makes more Converts than Reafon.

As a long and violent abufe of Po
generally the Means of calling the right
in queftion (and in Matters 0o which might
never have been thought of, had not the
Sufferers been aggravated into the enquiry)
and as the King o andhath
dertaken in his owr_Right, to fupport the
Pacliament in what he calls Theirs,

“and equ
et the Ulurpation of cithe




iNTRODUCTION

In the following Sheets, the Author hath
fudioufly avoided every Thing which i

, and the worthy,
need not the Triumph of a Pan

unfrendly, will efe of them
beftowed upon their

Lmvcmuu.

The Caufe of America is in a great Meas
fure the Caufe of all Mankind, Many
i and
, butuniverfal, and through
which the Principles of all Lovers of Man-
kind are affeéted, and in the Event of
which, their Affeetions are interefted. The
laying a Country defolate with Fire and
Sword, declaring War againft the natural
Rights of all Mankind; and extirpating the
Defenders thereof from the Face of the
Earth, is the Copcern of every Man to
yhom Nature btk given the Povet of
3 of which Claf, regardlefs of Party
umm, I
AUTHOR:
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Of the Origin and Defign of GovernmENT
in Mmm/, pusiripd ) G
Encuisn CoNsTITUTION.

So.\n‘ writers have (o confounded fociety
with government, as to leave little oc
no diflinétion between them; wheress,

shey o ot only diffanty but b diffes
rent o ociety i produced by our
Wants, and government by our wickednefs;
the former promotes our happinefs pofitively
by uniting our affeétions, the latter negatively
by reftraining our vices. The one en=
courages intercourfe, the other creates dis-
tinctions. The ficlk is a patron, the laft
punither.

Society in every flate is a blefling, hut
Government even in its beft flate is but
peellaeyevily n s wart e an inton
lerable one: when we fuffer, or are ex=
pofed to the me miferies by a Government,
which we might expect in a countey awitbout
Grvermin, b0t e ity s eightened by
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furnih themeans &
Government, like drefs.

bedge of loftinnocence s the pala
are built on the ruins of the bowers of Para-
For were the impulfes of confcience

SR i p\r;ufh s property to fur-
aifh mesns for the proteton of the rfts

d this be s induced to do, by the fame
pradence which in every other: dale advife
B two evils to choofe the leatt,
Wierefore, fecutity being the. true defign
and end of government, it unanfucrably
follows, that whatever firm thercof app
sl el St 4 o Wik thes e
expence and greateft benefi, is preferable to
allothers.

juftidea of the
t, let us fuppofe

b of perfons et in fome e~

of the carth, unconnedted witl

will then reprefent the firlt

peoplng of any country, of of the warld:
this flate of natural liberty, focicty will

e hei 6t thoghts A thouland motven
will excite them thercto, the trength of one
man
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man is fo unequal to his wants, and his mind
fo unfitted for perpetual folitude, that
it foon obliged to_feck affiftance and re-
urn requires
Four.or ve united wonld, be
tolerable dwelling in the midit
wildernefs, but one man might labouc
e common period of life without 3
hing any thing; when he had fell-
s timber e could not remove it, nor
ered it afier it was removed; hunger
mean time would urge him from his
and every different want call him a different
way. Dileafe, niy even misfortunc would
be death; for tho' neither might be o)
g ians him from livi

d reduce him toa flate in which he might
Zackir bé fid to me]l, than to die,

Thus neceflity like a gray iating pon
would foon form our newly arcived er
grants into focicty, the reciproeal blelings
of which, would fupecfede, and render the
obligations of law
ceflary while they r
eacho ut 35 nothing but He
pregnable o vice, it will
penthat in proportion as th
firft diffcules of emvigration, which b m,|

the
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m together in a common caufe, they
will begin to relax in their duty and attach=
and this remiffnefs will

cceflity of eftablithing fome

government to fupply the defect of

moral virtue,

Some convenient Tree will aford them a
State-Houfe, under the branches of which
the whole Colony may affemble to deliberate
on public matters, - It is more than probable
that their irft laws will have the title only of
RecurATIoNs and be enforced by no other
penalty than public dif-efleem. _In this firft
parliament every man by natural right will

ve a feat,

But as the Colony encreafes, the puhly«.
concerns will encreafe likewife, and d
Gilance at. which the members may be foo
parated, will render it to inconvenient for
ll of them to meet on every ocealion as at
firt, when their number was fiall, their
habitations near, and the publ
few and trifling. This will poin
convenience of their conf ving o leae the

cd by a felet

number chofen from the whole body, who
are fuppoled 1o havo the fame concerns at
ftake
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flake which thofe have whoappointed them,
& in the fame manner as

8 Bl iyl
atendd o, 10 wi) be found bel o dvide
the whols into convenent parts, each
fending its proper number
eletled might never
intereft feparate from the elecfors, ,um
yill piat ou the proprisy of havin clec-
tions often: becau eleéled might by
that means return and
genosl body o the dbfirt in s fon
mm fidelity to the Public will be fecured

And s this frequent

terchange will um i a common intere(t

with every part of the community, they

will mutaally and natarally

ather and on this (not oo the unmeaning
e of king) depends the firength of g

et e bappinef of the governed,

Here then is the origin and rife of govern=

ment; amely,a mode endered necellary by

the inability of m virtue to govern the
wo
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world; here too is the defign and end ‘of

government, viz. Freedom and Security,

ur eyes may be dazzled with

¢ our ears deceived by found; how=

dice may warp our wills, or in=

tereft darken our m\du\h\.dwg the fimple

e of nature and of reafon will fay, 'tis
ight.

T draw my idea of the form of govern-
ment from a_principle in nature which no
art can overturn, viz. ‘That the more fimple
any thing it, the lefs liable its to be diforder=
fier repaired when diforder=
this maxim in view 1 offer a
Sow remarks of (e o' moeh e
T

was noble
fo the durk and avith imes in which it wes
hen the world was
oy thelcfigerovs there-
fhom ws & loiou refen But that it is
o T, fabjeét to conv o 6, and in-
o ducing what it feems to pro=

cis uﬂy demonitrated.

Abfclute governments, (tho' the difgrace
of human nature) hath this advantage wi
them, that they are fimple; if the peple
fuffer, they know the head from which thei

uffering
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fuffering r,m.m, know likewife the reme-
dy; and are not bewildered by a variety. of
SRR AR mmash. v B B of
England is fo_exceedingly com

the nation may fuffer for years toge
without being able to difcover in it
part the faule lies, fome will fay in one
and fome in_ another, and every political
phyfician will advife a different medicinc.

1 know it is difficult to get over local or
Tong flanding  prejudices, yet if we will
fuffer ourfelves to examine the component
pats of the Englith conflitution, we al
find ﬂum to be the bafe remains of ©
ancient. tyrannics, anpmmde s
e e b o el

Firfi—The remains of Monarchical ty-
sannyin the perfon of the King,

Secondly.—The remains of Ariflocratical
tyranny in the perfons of the Pecrs.

—The new Republican materials,
in the perfons of the Commons, on whofd
vittue depends the freedom of England.

The two firft by being herediary are n:
pendent.
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dependent of the Peoples wherefore in a
conflitutional fenfe they contribute nothing
towards the frecdom of the State.

To fay that the conflitution of England is
a anion of three powers reciprocally checking
each other, is farcical, either the words
have no meaning or they are flat contradics
tione.

Tofaythat the Commons s a check upon
the King, prefuppofes two things.

Firfl—That the King is be

not to
trufted without being looked after, or in

other words, that a thirft for abfolute power
is the natural difeafe of Monarchy.,

Secondly. — That the Commaons by being
appointed for that purpoe, are cither wifer
e more worthy of confidence than the

Crown.

But as the fame conflitution which gives
the Commons a power to check the King
by with-holding the fupplies, gives after
wards the King a power to check the Com~
mons by empowering him to rejeét_theic
other bills; it again fuppofes that the King s

wifer
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wifer than thofe, w sslesdy ippof.
ed 10 be Wifer than him. A meer abfurdity!
There is fomething exceedingly ridiculous
in th i fi

yet the Luumh of 2 King requics him 10
know it thor - di
ferent parts. by u.m»m..y

deftroy

charadler to be abfurd and ufelefs.

Some witers have explained the Englifh
conflitution hu ; the King fay they is one,
the People another; the Peers are an houfs
in behalf of the king; the Commons.in be~
half of the People; But this hath all the
diftinétions of an houfe divided againft itfelf;
and tho' the expreffions be pleafantly arrang..
ed, yet when examined they appear idle and
ambiguous : and it will always happen, that
the niceft conftruction that words are capa
ble of, when applied to the defeription- of
fome thing which either cannot exift, or is
100 incomprehientible to be within the com-
pafs of delcription, will be words of found

c only,
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only, and tho they may amufe the ear, they

cannot inform th for this explanation

n viz. bow came

ich the People are

o o35 abliged o checkt

Such a power could ot be the gift of a wife

People, ncther can any power which needs

t the provifion

Twhich the confTguton mabes, fuppofes fach
a pawer to exifh,

" a the greater weight wi
g ol the wheels
¢ put in motion by one, it
0 know which power in the

conflitution has
will govern: and tho' the others, or a part
f e phrafe i, check

annot fop.it, their cndeavours will be
incffectuals the firk o power will at
Jalk hve et way vt whit g mantsia fpeed
is fupplicd by

“That the crown s this overbearing part in
he Englifh conflitution needs not be: mene
tioned,
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oned, and that it decives its whole confe-
quence merely ing the giver of plac-
s.and: pniions. s el

undo ﬂw‘yn tin 1 g m‘. a

other Countries: but ¢

s and d to the People unde

Chares the et hath only
made xmb, more_fubile—not more j

Wherefore I 1 national pride
and prejudice in favour cFmodes and forms,
the plain truth is, that it s <buly wing 1o
the confirution o the 1’,;/ , and ot to the
conflitition of the Gesernment t ‘,m“ Crown
is not 1s oppreffive in Eng 1

An enquiry inio the co ,wumm«m
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ith form of_government, is at
this time highly ne:

fluence of fome I dmw parti
are we capable of

Sionriibipiniai
stercd byatyobilinato prejutiess
n who is attached toa proftitute

Sibsreing s good one

Of Moxarcny and bereditary fuccefi

NKIND being originally equals in
M e o i, ey

couly-only ¢ GeIEIGA Hy- o
fubfequent circumitance ; the incons of
rich and poor may in a great meafure be ac-
counted for, and that without havin
S o b BT e
oppreffion and avarice.
the confequence, but feldom or never the
means of tiches: and tho avarice will pre-

ferve a man from being necefitoufly poor,
it generally makes him  too timorous to be
wealthy,

Bug
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But there is another and greater diftindtion
forwhich no truly natural or religious reafon
igned, and that is, the. mnm&mn of

Mei o Kines and Susjec Male
and emaloiwcasmidiiaions SAias
od and bad the diftinctions of Heaven;
but how a race of Men came into the World
{o exalted above the reft, and diftinguithed
like fome new fpecies, is worth enquiring.
into, and whether they are the means of
happincfs or of mifery to mank

canbe

In the early ages of the World acc:
1o the Bclptuce cheonology. there
Kings; the confequence of which was there
were no warss itisthe pride of Kings which
throws mankind into_confofion, Holland
without a King hath enjoyed more peace
for this laft century, tha
chical governmenis in Bar
favours the fame remark ; for the g
rural Jives of the firft I‘mmuhs s hap-
py fomething in them sanifhes away

Tban e coms & the Billag:ué Jomih e

Government by Kings was fiet introduc-
into the World by the Heathens, from
m the children of liracl copied the cuf-

tom

o
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tom. It was the moft profperous invention
the Devil ever fet on foot for the promotion of
idolatry. The Heathens paid divine honours
to_their decealed Kings, and the Chrif
Werld hath improved on the plan by d

the fame to their living on

ous is the itle of facred M u\y _},, w o]
worm, who in the midft of his fplendor
crumbling into duft!

As the exalting one man fo greatly above
thereft cannot be jufified unt]u(qu" ghts
of nature, fo neither can it be defended on
the authority of kn,mm, for e will of
the Almighty as declared by Gideon and
the prophet Sa
of Government by, i
chical parts of feripture have been very
fmoothly gloffed over in monarchical go=
vernments, but they undoubtedly meit the
attention. of Countries which have
goveraments yt. to form.

[

Jews at that tin
in a flate of vaffilage to the Romans.

Near three thoufand years pafled away
from
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from the Mofaic account of the creation, till
a natio; mﬂ delufion requefted
h " form of govern

Kings they had n -
e hld m.m to ackno ,ww ze any Being
under that title bat the Lord of Hofls, - And
when 2 man ﬂrmuﬂy refles on the idow
Iatrous homage which

the precogative of Hea.

narchy is ranked in feripture 4 one of

the 1 of

gainft them. The hif~
o of it e o attending to,

‘The children of Ifeael b refled by
the Midianites, Gideon march ] St
them with a fmall army, and
the divine interpoficion decided in bis fo
vour. The Jews clate with fuccefs, and
atributing it to the generalfp of Gideon,
propofed making him  king, faying,  Rufs

thou
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“ thou over us, thou and thy fon and thy fon's
fon™. Here was temptation in its falleft
‘extent; nota_kingdom only, but an here-
ity ane, but Gideon in ‘the piety of his
foul replied, ber
“ fhall my fon_ rule over you, T

“SHALL RULE OVER YOU”

ot be more explii; Gidecn doth not decline

it neither doth he compliment them with
ented declarations of his thanks, but in
the pofitie e of a Prophet charges them
difffetion to their proper Sovercign
xm King of Heaven

About one hundred and thirty years after
this, they fell again into the fame error.
“The bankering which the Jews hud for the
idol cufioms of the Heathens, is
fomething exceedingly unaccountable; but
foit was, that Jaying hold of the mifconduct
of Samuel's two fons who were entrufted
with fome feculse concerns, they came in
an .mmm and clamorous manner to Samuel
Sying, Jbild sbo aré i, and thy fors il
ot in by ways, now make'us a King o
s like all the otber nations. And he
cannot but obferve that their mot
bad, viz. that they might be fée unto et

‘nations,
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nations, 7. . the Heathens, whereas their
rue glory lidin being as muc hanlie themas
But the thing diplofd Samucluten

. According to all the soor
o done fnce the day tbat 1 boug
out of Egypt even unto tbis day, wherewith
den me andered othr, G
h

- howbet, roteft Juemsly =3
w.m the manner’ o ¢
Ta ok o
sty
was fo
eagerly copying e And sotrithlanding
flance of time and difference of
maniners, the charséter is il in fafhion.
<« nd Sauel tld allthesords o the. Lord
unto the Paple, e alke

i .
and appoint them ﬁ /
R i b

fare bis chariots.”  (This Gefcription agrees
D with
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ot mode of imprefing men)

barveflyand to

s of war, and infiruments o
le your daughters to
be'cooks, and to be

the expence and

5)
woill take your felds and your ingyards
olive yards, even the bef of them, and

Fhem o s frvantss . And be il fake

is for:
(By which we fee that bribery, cor-

and favouritifin, are _the flanding
il ke the tenth

i
p: le b
the tenth of y. ity and e /m,/ be
fhallcry out in that da
of your king wbich ye fhall have ¢
“TiiE LORD WiLL NOT HEAR ¥
- accon
of Monarchy’, nether dgdbe chira
the few good Kings whidh have lived l]m(,
cither fandify the tile, or blot out the fin-
fulncfs of the crigin the high ccomium
given
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id takes no notice of b
alh as a Ring, but only
own heart.  Nevertkels
bey the w u//*‘mr,.

140 Samuel pray for thy for-
d thy Gud thot e
Jor W HAVE ADDED ¢NTO OUR 51

“Thet portions
pofitive, They
) g
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reafon to believe tht there isas much ofing-
eraff, as pricft-craft, in witholding the f
ture from the Public in Popifh conntrics.
For Monarchy in every inflance is the
Papery of Government,

To the evil of m

chy we have added
on; and as th

s a d and leffening of ourfelves,
fo the fecond, claimed s a matter of right,

i an infult and an impofition on pofterity.
Fordl men being  orig A, o4 ok
by birth m.mz havea rj rhlm fet up his own

f in pespetal prterence to sl othe
for ever, md tho" Mmh!(mw 'hkdc!’uvr fome
decent degree of honours of his cotempora~
ies, yeu his defeendants might be s o
worthy to inherit them.

et natural proots of the folly of

g
cditer
right in Kings, is, that nature difapproves if,
otherwife fhe would not fo frequenly turn
itinto ridicule by giving mankind an 274 for

a Lion.
Secondly, a5 no man at firft could p

any other public honou ft

ed upon him, o the givers of thofe honours

could it 0o pomer o gire vy dhe right

of pofteri

chaoleyon for our hea
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out manifet injaticeto their_children fay

that your childsen and your childen
g over ours for ever, e
canfe fuch an unwi

fup i tion, ‘and the

nore. powerful pat
hares with the King the plunder of the nely

whofe favage manners or pre.
li obtined i the u.‘\

in power mmm.mm I
overawed the quictand def
chate their fiery by frequen
Yet his cle@
hereditary

ca of giving
he to bis defeendants, becaals

fuch




y p
ereditary fucceffion in the carly ages
rchy could not take place as amatter
of cliim, but as fomething calual or com-
plimental; but as few or no records were
extant in thofe days, and
fuffd with fubles it was ver
Tapfe of a f nerations, to_trump up
fome Toperbcunae conseniently timed,
Mahomet like, to cram Dereditary_ right
down the throats of the volgar, Perhaps
the diforders which threatened, or feemed to
threaten, on the deceafe of a leader and the
choice of a new one (for ¢ a
ruffans could not be very ordeely) ind
many at firlt to favour Rereditary preten
\-1“1, means it happened, as it
fince, that what at irft was
convenience was afterwards
daimed 1 a ights

England fince the conquet hath known
fome few good monat » bot groaned be-
neath & much larger nunber of bad ones :
yet no man is fenfes can fay that their
claim under Willism the Conqueror is o
very bonourable one. A French Baflrd

janding
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landing with an armed Banditti and eftax
blifhing himfelf King of

t of the natives, is in pl

paltry rafcally original.—It certainly

2o divinity in'it. However it is n
Iefs to fpend much time in expofing
folly of hereditary_right, if there arc any.
0 weak as o believe it, let them prow
mmuou.\y worlhip the Afs and Lion and

elc cither copy their humili=

1y nor At dheis devar

Yet I hould be glad to afk how they fup-

v they
pole Kings came at firl? the qummn ad-
mits m of three anfwers, viz.

, by cletion

ditary,” neither
om tht tranfuction  the
ention it
ny couny s b
likewife effablifhe
for to ay that the righ
tions is taken aw n} the a8 of the
Eledors in not only of a King,
but of a family of Kings for cver, hath o
p1':11:1 in o out of feripturc but the docirine
of
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which fuppofes
i o

mny. as our innoce

auhoriy in

that orig;
fiiiey Saion des paralll
rible rack

jous connectio
ol bl ep

ft cannot produce a j

s to ufurpation no man will be (o hardy
as to defend ' it; and that William the con=
a ufurper is a fact not to be

The plain truth is, that the

glith monarchy will not

bear looking into.

Bat it is not fo much the abfurdity as the
il of heteditary fuccelfon which concerns
ind.  Lid it enfure a race of good and

men it would have the feal of divine

ty, but as it opens a doorto the fool=

38, the wicked sad the inproper, it h.uh
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fook upon
athers o
from

Jrave but litle opportunity of knowi
efts, and when they fucceed to
equently the moft
ufit of any throughout the dos

Anoherevil which attends here ditary foc-
ool that thethrone isubjeet
feffed by & minor at any ages
the Regeney acting under the coyer of a King
y opportunity and induc 0
The. fame _pati
eitfoctune happens when a, King worn out
wWith age and infirmity enters. the laft flags
of human weaknefs, In both thefe cales
the Public becomes a prey to every i

nty who can tamper. fuccelsfuly with th
folies cicher of age ot infancy

“The moft plaufible plea which hath ever
been offered in favo f hereditary fuceefliony
i, thtit prefryesa Nation 1 i ivil wars 3

and




; for Jut',\lm‘hxv
deflroys the very fo n it leems to

& the'y mper of 4

bt ‘pcloml ke sk

ofeaiquatiel, that Henty was taken
i triumph fiom'a prifon to'a_palace; and
Edward obliged to fly fiom a palace to a
§ Ye s fudden’ wanfitions: of
temper are. feldom latling, Hen is

y
sien was diven feoi thetlifone and 1,
ecalled




coMMO

recalled to

NSE
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(o
Jhthilcont
Englan cal ‘a5 th
of France or § Men fall out

names without_underflanding them.

Englind fickly? but becaufe monarchy
ath poifoned the Republic; the Crows
bath engroffed the Commons.

land a King hath litde more to do
war and give away places ;
2 termd, s o impoverih the

Nation
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Tiouents, or the p
AMERICAN . £

I\nm llowing pages Toffer nothing more

¢ff the true charadier o
roully enlarge his views be
day,

Volumes have been witten on the f




unmanly
prefent contett,

ught o fatal
the Colonies in th

worth, y, 4

County or a Kingdom bi of

i one eigh pait of
ot

der tind of a young oak s the
wound |
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wound will enlarge w

h the trsy i s
terity read it in full gr x

teer from argument to
arms, a new ara for politics is fruck—a

rft hath failed, and

the fecond b er influcnce.

As much bath been faid of the advantages
of reconciliation, which like an agre
dream, bath paie

but o thauld exé
fi

e into f d
ih shefsCoon
by being.connected with;
on Great Boitain, - To'exas
mine

ways m.] I
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ming - chat _connedlion “aid_dependance
e B
fenfe, to fee what we have to truft to if fe<
gk g what we are o expetif de-
pe

Fhave heard fe ffsted by fome, that a5
America hath flou o

we
s k. that it is fiever to have
frfktwenty years of out lives is to

D:Lmnc1}r,|uhmlruuuux:\AU)H it
even this 15 admitting more than is truc, for
Tanfwer, roundly, thit Ametica would have
flourithed a5 much, and probably much

ken any
notice of her. The commerce by which the
hath cariched herlelf are the neceffarice of
life, and will always, have a market while
cating is the cultom of Europe.

But the has proteéid us fays fome. . That
fhe hath engrofied us is true, aod defended
+he Contincat at dur expence s wel 45 )m
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admitted; and fhe would have de-
ded Turkey from the fame motive viz.
the fake of trade and doavinions

e have been long led away by
arge fcrifices
boafted the pro=
at Britain, without confidering,
that her motive was inferof! not attachment s
d not proteét us fromour enemies
ber enemics on ber
who had no quarrel
Fotber g, aod g np
enemies on the fame accounts
© pretenfions to the con=
i conmmgpfow 6 the de=
pendance, and we (hould be st peace with
France and Spain were they at war with
‘The miferies of Hanover laft wac,

n us againlt connecti

Tt hath lately been afferted in parliament,;
that the colonies have no relation to each,
sthef e thraogh the Pusent Coutly, i 7
that Pennfylvania and the Jerfeys and fo on
for the ref, are filer colonies by the way of
England; this is certainly avery round-about
way of proving relationthip, “but it is the
nearelt and only true way of provingencmy-

F fhip,
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fhip, if T may fo call it. Prance a
Spain never were, nor perhaps cver w
our enemies as mericans but as our
fitjecls of Great Britain.

But Britain is the parent co
e 1k

tically adopted by the King
low papiftical defi
unfai bis on the credulou

parent._country
World hath béen the afylum for the pere.
cuted lovers of civil and religious lberty
from every part of Europe. Hither have
they fled,” ot from the tender embraces of
the” mother, but from the cruclty of the
monfler; and it is fo far true of England,

me tyranny which ?mw the firft
m home, purfucs

s defcen-
dants fill,

In this extenfive quarter of the Globe, we
rget
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« the nar;

Chriftian, and trlamph in the
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or Sweden, when compared with the whole,

fland in the fame places on the larger
feale, which the di uh ons of ftreet, town,

and county do on the fmaller ones;

tions too limited for Conti
e third of the inh dmw

oving d

et country
Eogland only, s being Flf, |
1ow and ungenerous.

But admitting, that we were all of Englith
defcent, what does it amount to? Nothing,
Britain'being now an apen enemy, extia-

s name and fitle : and to
fay that reconciliation s our duty, is truly
farcical.  The irlt kig of England, of the
pre ntline (Wiliam the Congusror) was a
Frenchman, and halfthe Peersof Englard are
defeendants from the fame couiry § where-

e, by the fame method of reafoning,

and ought to be governed by France,

£ the united
the Colonies, that in
ight bid defiance to the
s is mere prefumption, the
certain, neither do the ex
preffions

firengh
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thing, for this Conti-
er itlelf to be drained

s, fapport  the_Britifh
either Afia, Africa, or Europe.

what have we to do with fetting
t defiance. Our plan is coms
merce, and that well fe

I attended o, will
cure us the peace and friendihip of all Ex
tope, becaufe it is the inzerett of all Europ
bt Hee tade
alwagsbe a prote@ d

g ‘u . Blese yillfeae bes omeameit

I challenge the war ate for re-

concilaton, to thew, a fngle advantage that
this Co t can reap, by being connedted
with Great Britain, 1 fepeat the challenge,
not a fingle advantage is derived. Our corn
L et e price in any market in Europe,

and our imported goods muf
buy them where we will.

be paid for

But the injories and difsdvant
tain by that conneclion, ate without num-
ber, and our duty to mankind at
well as to ourfelves, inftruct us Kn\\ll(‘.mku
he alliance : Becaufe any fubmiffion to, or
dependance on Great Britain, tends dicélly

w0

we fuf~
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to involve this Continent in European wars
A p

trade, we ought to f
tion v

any part of it.  Tis the trac i
tereft of America, to fleer cle

¥ r of European

and’ America, i 4
f, that the authority

e lkewife at v

The ti




in future years, when home fhould afford
neither friendihip nor fafety

o f
wum and po
that what he calls * the pr
fent conflitation,” is mercly tempo
can have no joy, knowing that
#bis government is not fufficiently lafling to
enfure any thing < may bequeath to
iey- Aty a plinimeibod oE s

ary. As

o
rto diféowse i ling of out
take our childre
nd, and fix our fiation a few years fa
oto life; -that eminence will prefent a
profpect, which a few prefent fears and pre=
Judices conceal from our fight,

Though
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Though I would carefully avoid giving
unneceffary offence, yetIam inclined to
believe, that all thofe who efpoufe the
doétrine of reconciliation, may be included
within the following de
men who are not (o be
who cannat fee, prejudiced men who will not
fe d a certain {et of moderate n who
hink better of the European world than it
deferves ; and this lat clafs, by an il judged
d \
mities to \ns continent, than all the \,l]m
three.

It is the good fortu many
live diftant from the feenc of prefent
forrows the evil is not fufficiently brought
to their doors to make them feel the preci-
rioufnefs with which all American property
s poflefed. But lec our imaginatio
tranfport us for a few moments to Bof-
ton; that feat of wretchednefs will teach
us wifdom, and inflrut us for ever to re=
nounce a power in whom we can have no
truft.  The inhabitants of that Unetionie
city who but a few months ago were in cafe
and affluence, have now no other alternative

an to ftay and flarve, or turn out to beg.
Endangered by the fire of their friends if

they
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they continue within the city, and plunders
ed by government if

prefent condition they ae prifoners witho
the hope of redemption, and in a general
attack i relicf,

Ed'to o fory of

Men of pafiive te
lightly over the offe w,unn

hoping for the
4y

w al thin”

> doftrine of
e of nature,

that hath c.
land ? if
you only deceiving yourlely
ol japam pofteicy
ection with Britain whom you
ither love nor honour, will be forced
awral, and being formed only on
the plan of prefent convenience, will in a.
little time, fall into a relapfe more wretched.
than the firtt. Bat if you fay, . you can fill
pats the violations over, then I
your houfe been burnt? Hath
been deftroyed before your face
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MO
deflitute of abed to lic
to live on t Have you loft a

I ra child by their hands, and your-

ety ruined and wretched furvivor ? If

you have not, then are you not a of
if you have,

er, ,\»l\'\\m\/

beiyomrirank ot in.feyyoh haveithy

heart of a coward, he fpiit of a fyco-
This*is not inflam
maters, hm‘,  then
and af s which 1
with ‘\\‘m we fhe

the focial duties of life, or en-

eli of it 1 mean not o

purpofe of prot

ot conquer her-
telt by delay and-timidity, The prefent
winter is worth an age if rightly emploed,
but if loftor negleied, the whole continent
will
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il psake of the misfortune ;“. there io
¢ which that man d
be the means of fuc

pugnant to reafon, to the univz;
order of things, toall examples from former

f»w ation, whi I¥can promif: the contineat
Recorcil

truereconcilement g

diadly hate have pierced fo de

Every quict
ineffectul,




COMMON

SENSE.

mark and Sweden. Wherefore, fince no=
shing bt blows will &, for god’s fike let us

al feparation, and not leave the
g B niolaic -
the violated unmeaning names of parent and
child

To fay, llmyww”nuuwurnm\ it again
s idle an we thought fo at the
al of

ceived us 5 as well may we fuppofe that
s which have been once defeated will
never renew the quarrel,

s to government matters ‘s not in the

e ui s do_this co
be of it will feon be too
to be managed

igletmnairioin To be
wning three or four thoofand miles with
a tale or a petition, waiting four o five
ot for an anfver, » hich when obta
ed requires five or fix more to explain it in,
Wil in s few years be looked upon g folly
and childifhnelimTherewas a time when it
was
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od m,m»,u.

ives of pride,

: the doctrine

1y, pofitively,
that ‘tis the

fe hm,,—.m it is wh.y\ ¢
children, and hrink , when,
a litele more, litle farther, would have
sendered this continent the glory of the
carth,

As
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As Britain hath not manifefte
towards @ compromife, we 1

worthy the acceptance of
s equl o the expe
are we have been already

tonded for, ought always
AT e
b, o

repeal of al the
sepesls been obt
tak

t
moft be o foldie
Vhllto ight4ghibR acontempribler

peal of the ad, if ¢
saria uttetimation 4o
er-hill price for iy
s confidered the Iitpendaney
of this Continent, as an event which foo
or later muft arrive, fo from the late rap i
progiehs ofihe Continent o matuity, the e
vent could not be far of ;. Wherefore, on the
breaking out of hoftities, it was not worth

th
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the while to have difpoted a matt

before

myfelf,

Gllen tempered
; and difdain

ar of their flaugter, and

it stk b upon’bis foul.

ti ers were 1
at would be the event? [
Continent.  And

Ficft. The powers' of governing il re
maining in the hands of the K
have a negative over the whole lc
this Continent: And as he hath fhewn him=
flf fuch a ratc enemy to liberty, and
difcovered fuch a thitf for arbitrary power;

he, or is he not, a propsr man t
hele!Colonies, Zou ol make o doo o
what




o per=
loufly petition
n. the

u To b
the matier t one point, 15 the power whe
is jealous of our yv\(i\ sty 3 propr powee
Whoever fays No to_this
quilionisan n w \/uu{, forindependancy
‘means no more th e
our own laws, or,
greatelt enemy this umhm.ul Hathy ouéan
have,
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bave, (hall tell us
“ but fuch as 1 like,

But the King you'l

ely refufe his confent
) dinto at frong
od he

America is mv\y 4 fecondary nh\(’l in
the fyltem of Bri
confults the g
farther, than it anfiwer
Wherefore her own intere
fupprefe the  growth of
H

her oun_purpofe.

leads her to
ours i every
cafe
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cafe which doth not promote Jer advantage,
o in the leaft interferes with it.

flate we (hould foon b

fecond-hand

conciliation and ruin arc nearly rel;

Secondly—That as even the beft terms
1 expect (o obtain, can amount

temporary cxpedient, o a

guardianthip, which

il the colonics come

ty will not

whofe form of
government hangs but by a thread, and who
s every day tottering on the brink of com=
motion and difturbance: And numbers of

the




than ol th

Befider,
colonies toward
ment, will be like th
nearly out of his tim
Tittle about Y
cannot preferve the peace, is no government
at all, end in tha cae we pay our moncy
for
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SED

for nothing 5

and pray wh

men fay, many of wh

without thinking, that t

dependance, f

civil wars

thoug
)

ifefted fuch o fpi-
rit of good order and obedience to Conti-

y reafonable perfon eafy
thathead. No man can”affign ¢
pretence for his fears, on any other grounds,
than fuch as are truly childith and ridiculous,
viz, thatane Calony. will b fivng for fa~

ority over another,

Where
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tory
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Ler e femblies be annual with a pre-
only. The reprefenta
Theit ballaes whilydorbefi, 9 fabjl

to the authority of a continental corgref

Lee exch colony be dlvided o iy
i ch dif

ach Congrefs
hoofe a prefident
. When the Dele-

st S D forms umm,
and fo proceeding on till the thirteen
il bive Bad el bihorieofignt And
in order that nothing m:
but what is fatisfactorily J\I“, not lefs_than
three fifths of the Congrefs to be called a

—He that  will promote difcord
er 2 government fo equally formed as
ﬂ.h, would have joined Lucifer in his ol
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But as there is
whom, or in_what mann:
maft firlt arife, a feems m
able and confitent, that it fhould
from fome intermediate
governed and th

a peculiar delicacy from

tach haul, of. Al ,\),
Repre-

m
or Provincial convenion ; and fi
fentatives of the people at large, to be

fen in the capital c
vince, for, and in behal

ions, by having.had Cxperienes
in national concerns, will be able and ofc
ful




36
ful counfe

s Members
frame 1 ConTINE
Us um onics;
na

and happinefs, may God preferve.
AM‘ N,

Should any body of men be hereafter
delegated
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delegated for this or fome fimilac
offer them the following extradls f
wife obferver on

& fum of indivi-

Deaconeret on Virtue snd Rewards,
But where fay

America? 11l tell yo
above and doth nof i
e the Royal B:

¢

Sy B T ming the

ters let it Wy placed on the

I)wul aw, lh Word of God ; leta crown
aced thereon, by which the World m

i o far'as we approve of monar-

chy, that in America THE LAW
RS Gaver et he King 58
Law, fo in fm\ ountries the Law ought to
be King; and there ought to be no oth
Bt 1ef ang il ule (oald shesward

1
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It the Crown ‘!c"“r fi
‘mony be d nd

the Peaple whl right it s

lufion of the ces

ttered ami

A government of our own s our n,x al
tight: and when 2 man ferioufly
the precaricufncfs of human ufisirs,

, he will
become coavinced, that it is infinitely wiler
and fifer, to form a conflitution of our
own, in a cool deliberate manner, while we
have it in our power, than to truft fuch an

jis

ntarefling even to time and ¢
mit it now, fome ¢

b

rate
Pt ,m-,mermmmm
may fncep ey the_lbr
tinent like a de uld
e e At again into the
hands of Britain, the tottering fituation of
things, will be a temptation for fome defpe-
rate adventurer 1o try his fortane ; and in
fiich a cafe, what relief can Briain give ?
ire fhe could hear the news, the fatal buf-
finefs might be done ; and ourfelves fuff

ing

* Thomas Al tberis Ml  ternan of

Nup s counirymen o ihe

ke e, e onre o 3 b St

o 10 whor the it vaien W5 promped o
orevlt, andin he paceaf  ay becume King. -
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ing like the wretched 1, itons under the

onqueror. Ye thatoppofe
FSaboe nomi) 36 kncHaaiamn ty
ing a door t

expel from the Continent,
bacbarous and hellth power, which
flitred up the Indians and the Negros
deflioy us, the cruelty hath a double gailt,
it is dealing brutally by us, and treacher-
oufly by them,

To talk of friendthip with thofe in whom
our reafon furbids us to have faith, and our
fiections wounded thro’ a thoufind pores
inflrut s to detet, is madnels and folly.
Every s out the litle remains of kin-

d'between us and them, and can there
any realon to hope, that as the relationfhip
expires, the affection will encreafe, o that
agree betier, when we have ten
and greater coneerns to quarrel
over than ever?

Ye that tell us of harmony and reconcili-
can ye reflore to us the time that is
Can ye give to proflitution its former
innocence?” Neithzr can ye reconcile Britain
and America, The laft cord now is broken,
the
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d are prefenting ad-
There are injurics which
ve; fhe would ceafe to
. As well can the lover
¢ of his

earth, or have only a
e callous to the

'nmmm d the
unpunifhed,

murderer would of
did not the injuries
tain, proveke us into jultice

tempers fuf-

kind! Ye that dare
tyranny, but the ty-
B RN y fpot of the old
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O Tue PRESENT ABILITY OF AMERICA,

encs or fitnefs of the
Continent for independa

As all men allow th

us,) The general con”
ious 8 uffion all things,
i

" Tis not in_numbe
our h

ity that
et our pretnt
’Adwmmmﬂml

all the world. The Continent hath at l}.\i
time the largelt difciplined army of any

power
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is joft arrived st
which no fingle
t itfelf, and the
whale,  when united, is able to do sny thing.

poswer under Heaven:
f

caufe the timber of the Lu t
diminifk

very day

he Continent crowded with inha-
bitants, her fofferings under the prefent
nces would be intolerable. The

e fea port Towns we had, the more
heuld ‘s have ot to dafend enl 16 1oty
Ot pretent mumbers e fo happly propar-
that o man need be
rds an
S et

Debts we have none: and whatever we
may contrat on this account will ferve
a glorious memento of our virtuc,  Can we

but
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h a fettled form of
adant conflitation of
it's own, the purchafe at any price will be
cheap. " But to expend millions for the i
of geit 2@ repeale

derive no ad-
Such a thought is unworthy a
honour, and is the true characterif~

oarrow heart and a pedling politi-

bt we may contract doth not deferve
ard if the work be but accomplithed.
No nation ought to be without a debr. A
national debt is a national bond : and when
it bears no interefl, is in no cafea grievance,
Britain is oppreffed with a debt of upwards
ofone hundred and forty millions fterling,
for which fhe pays upwards of four
millions intereft. And as a compenfation
for her debt, fhe hasa large navy
is without a debt, and without a navy;
but for the twenticth part of the Englith
national debt, could have a navy us large a-
gain. The navy of England is not worth
at

America
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at this s

o country on the glob

uwmm»mme saniards and Portugue

are obliged to import moft of the materials

We anght to view the building

an article of commerce, it being

tural _manufatory of this countrya

*Tis the beft money we can lay out. A

navy when finithed is worth more than it
cof

policy, in which commerce anc

we unted. Letus build i w v ot thenn

we can fell; and by that means re-

paper currency with. ready gold

And s that nice point in na\mm|
tedtio

pla
vt

Tn point of manning a flect, people in
gener ‘\ great exrors ; it is not nes
that one fourth pact fhould be filors.

The Tereible Privateer, Capt. Death, flood
the mm engagement of any fhip laft

, yet had not twenty failors on Foard,
though
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though her complement of men was up-
waids. of two hundred. A few able and

I failors will foon mmm @ fufficent

ex of aftive landm on

ipwrghts out nf empl
war, of feventy and ¢

o wil
e great

nland, and

fibility
of

has with-hel

atbety 5 America only hath fhe been e
beral of both. The vaft empire of Ruffia
is almoft thut out from the fea ; wherclore,
s boundlefs foreet, et tr, irong
cordage are only articles of commerce.

1 point of fafety, ought we to be withs
out a fiect? We are not the litle people
nov,
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now, which we were fixty years ago, at
that time we might have trofled our pro-
perty in the fireets, or fields rather ; and
flept fecurely without locks or bolts to our
doors and windows. The cafe now is alter-
ed, and our methods of defence, ought to
improve with our increafe of property. A
common pirate, twelve months ago, might
have come up the Delaware, and laid the
city of Philadelphia under inflant contribu-
ticn for what fom he pleafed ; and the fame
‘might have happened to other places. Nay,
any daring fellow in a brig of 14 or 16 guns
might have robbed the whole continent,
and carried off half a million of money.
Thefc are circumflances which demand our

attention, and peint out the ncceffity of
naval protegtion.

Some perhaps will fay, that afiér we
have made it up with Britain that fhe will
proted us. Can we be o unwife as to mean,
that fhe hall keep a Navy in our Harbours
for that purpofe ? Common_ fenfe will tell
us, that the power which hath endeavoured
to fubduc us, is of all othere, the moft im-

tance,
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tance, be at laft cheated into fla

.
emergencies, none at all. - Wherefore if we
muft hereafter protect ourfelves, why not
doit for ourfelves? why do it for another ?

“The Eoglit it o hips of war, is long
and formidable,
them are at any one
it it toriomas
names ace_ pompoufly continued i
{Ename plaskrplafes s bips
ffth pact of fuch as are fit for fe

Atica; andy other + pars ower which B u.u
ds her claim, make large dema

upon her Navy. From a mixture of pre«
judice and inattention, we have conttacled a
falfe notion refpecting the Navy of England,
and have talked as if we

whole of it to_encounter at o

that calon, foppofe hat wre Sk ket
one as large; which not being inftantly
BlaRicubits bava baemumadarLle of bt 12
of difguifed Tories to difcourage our be

ginning
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ginning thercon. Nothing can be farthet
from than

would be b

nor clsim any forcign do
uld be emploged on our ov

) i the Jong rn, have two
d th

be fallen on to keep
P Ctsiblo peuceiif e
efitry to fupport a
1 pro be
to build nd employ
mounted with

, 40 or 50 guns (the  premi
Broportionts. e m(u of bulk to
chant) fifty or fixty of thofc (hip
few guard fhips on conflant duty would gup
1p & fufficient Navy, and that without bur-

dening
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> loudly

g ourees withthe- e
plaiped of in England, of fuff
Hlects ipuirance pesce tolie
To unite the fin

nce. is found ym.L)’
ogth and our riches,  play into cach
hand, e nead fear no exte

el

In almoft cvery ari
abound.  Hemp flourifh

is fuperior to that of other countrics.
fmall arms equal to any in the World

n powder we are every day. produc=

Qur knowledge is hourly improving:
is our mh:lw( A]Luﬂdkh and

l.o.y\LrH us.  Whe

St tly happe

forth to quell

lfe 0 teduce hisown counteyenen 0. & on

a obedicnce - the difference between
Pennfylvania
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Pennfylvania and Connedticut, refpe@ting
fome unlocated lands, fhews the infignif
cance of a Britifh government, and folly
proves, that nothing but Continental au-
thority can regulate” Continental maters.

Anothecelon,mhyshe preftatenes s
preferable to all others, is, that the fewer
our numbers are, the more land llu is yet

which infiead of being lavifh-

dants, may be hereafter applied, not orly
to the difcharge of the prefent debt, but to
the conftant {upport of government. No
Nation under heaven hath fuch an_ advans
tage as this,

The infant flate of the Colonies, as it is
called, fo far from being againft, is an ar-

ek bl st
a country s peopled, the. fmalle_their at-
mics arc. In military numbers the Ancients
far exceeded the Moderns: and the reagn s
evident, for trade being the uence of
population, men become too e
o0 thercby 0. stend to.any thing clc

Commerce
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Commerce diminithes the fpirit both of Pa«

e always accomplifhed in the

nonige of & Nation: With the enceeteof

and hath loft it's fpirit. The

city oLondon, notwithflanding it's num-

bers, fubmis to continued infults. with the

coward. The more men have

o lofe, the lefs willing are they to venture,

The rich are in general flaves to fear, and

fubmit to courtly power with the trembling
duplicity of a Spanicl.

Youh s the eed ime of good habis as
well in Nations as in individuals. It might
e difficlt, if timpoffible to form- the
Continent into one Government half a cen-
tury hence.  The vaft variety of interefls
occafioned by an increafe of trade aud po-
pulation would create confofion, _ Colony
would be againft Colony.  Eacl g iblc
waele eorn ach ey, S nge nd
while the proud and foalfh gloricd in theic
liwle diftintions, the wife would lament
that the union had not been formed before,
Wheicfore, the prefent time is the true time
for cltablifhing it. ~ The intimacy which is
contraed in infancy, and the hmvd[lnp
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ch is formed in misfortune, are of all
others, the moft lafling and unalterable;
Qurprfent nion is marked with both thele
chara@ters : we are young, and we ha
been diftreffed ; but our concord hath s
fioad our troubles, and fixes a memorable
Zra for pofterity to glory in.

The prefent time likewife, is that pecu-
, which never happens to a Natiori
the time of forming. itfelf
government. Moft Nations have let
flip the oportunity, and by that means have
elled to. receive faws from their
s infed of mking aws forthein-
y bads

a form m‘., a
or Charter of guvunmnn{ fhould be

firt, and men

the prefent. opportunity———— To begin
government at the right en

nthe Conqueror fbdoed

aw at the point of

m. Yword an 1 we confent thit the
of goveeaicnt 18 Ameied beTEgily

A TS ocvupied e AL L)
danger
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danger of lmu it filled by fome fortunate
ruffian, who may treat us in the fame man-
ner, ‘and then, \»Mr.u will be our freedom?
where our property?

As to relizion, T hold it to be the indif-

ernmertt, to_protet all
Mors thereof, and I know
hich' government
: eta man throw afide
s, o foul that felfhnct of
principle, which

fions are. o unwillin

will be delivered of his fe

thac head.
Sufpicion is the co

ion of mean fouls

Tfully and confcientioufly bel
[ \\un'ul/. hae there

o kindnefs: o
way of thitking, oa religious dif
would want matter for probation :

n
i0d o
this liberal pr

1 look on the various
denominations atmong us, to be like children
of the fame family diffefing only in what is
ealled their Chritian nanics,

In page 54 1 threw outa few thoughts

T on
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on the propricty of a Continental Cha
(fer T enly prefume to_offer b

"t
i ni T s insof i
feparate part, whe ligion, perfonal
freedom, or property. A right reckoning
makes long f

In o former page I fikewife mention:
ed the neeeflity of a large and equal re=
atation ‘and ther i no palte I it
ntion. A

ore, i & Ttall e

ves, are equally dangerous.

an inflance of this I
when the Aflociators pe=
fore the Houfe of Aflanbly of

had feven of the Chefler I\Iun bers done the

, this whole Province had been govern=
ed by two countics only, and this danger it
is um)a expofed to: able




COMMON

firetch likewife, which that
to gain an u i

they ould not hefi

hy of fuch 3

wis ‘,,mmnm“
et 4

it is m
er be without & CoNGRESS,
every
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every well wither to good order, muft own,
that the mode for choofing members of
that body, deferves confidraion.  And [
put it 35 a queltion to thofe, who make @
Sy of oo, shaber reprefentation
not t6o

at a power for one

dy of men to pofiels ? When
gtk i R Lol ght to

semember, that virtue s not hereditary,

is from our enemies that we often gain
excellent maxims, and are frequently fur=
prifed into reafon by their mift M.
Cornwall (ane of the Lords of the Treafury)
treated the Petition of the New-York Afs
fembly with contempt, becaufe 4ar Houfe,
be fuid, confifted but of twenty fix mem-
bers, which, trifling number he argued

honefly, *

To Coxciupr, howevever

may appear to feme, or however unwilling
they may be to think fo, maters nor,

Thofe whio weuld fully underfand

cnfeqence

of wht grest
e i cqul Rpeonion it &

Sute, houd yead B ol Dydonn
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but many firong and firiking reafons may
be given, to HU\', that et e ed
our affirs fo ex ully a5 an open and
deermined declaration for Indepeadance,

is the cuflom of Nations when
y ¢, twar, fur foms oxher powers
ot engsged in the qu

Mediators and bring

of a Peace: but w

£elf the Subje of Great Britain, no_ power

1,‘..

difpoled fhe may be, can

2 Wherefore, in our
et 5ie We Pyay QUuned o o

Seconds—It s unreatonsble 10 fuppofy
that France or Spain will give us any ki

of ummm if we mean only, to make ufe
of that afitance for the purpole of repairing

fhe breach, and i gehening the connec-
tion between Britain and America; becafe,
thofe powers would be fufferers by
fequences.

—While we profefs ourfelves the
Subjedts of Britain, we mufk in the eye of
foreign Nations be confidered as Rebx
The precedent is {ome-what dang

erous to
thei
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their peace, for men o be in arms under
the name of & : we on the fpot can
folve the paradox 5 but to v i

and fubjectio

Yekned for eammen. anderfanding.

Furtbly—Were a maniffo to be pu-
lifed, and_difpatched to forcign
fettng forth the milferies we have ¢

and the peaceable me
tually ufed for rc]n[:, declaring at the
fame time, that not being able any longer
to_live happily or nm} under the cruel
difpofition of the Bt
been driven to the neceflity of breaking off
all connections with her ; at the fame time,
afuring all fuch, Courts, of our pes
difpofition towards them, and of our defir
of entering into trade with Y
memorial would produce more
to+his Contnent, than i (hip were reght-
ed with petitions to Brita

Under our prefent denominationof

s, we can neither be received
f all Courts

nor heard abroad :
oft us, and will be fo, until by an
faok with othee

Nations,
Thefe
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Thefe procsedings may at 6k appear
It, but, like all_other
Bena hich e S

2 man WAS, ‘conginids: puling, o Tolng
unpleafant bufinefs from day to_day, yet
knows it muft be done, hates to fet aboutit,
withes it over, and: s contin ally bauntad
with the thoughts of it's necefl
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