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S You were the firft who pro- -
moted the following Work in a

public manner, I take liberty

to prefent it to the Public under your
name, and to do an a& of acknowledg-
A 2 ment
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ment for one of generofity. Be pleafed
to be the Patron of a Book which under
your Patronage was compofed. It is
natural and common for men who pro-
fefs Letters, to feck the countenance and
protection of Men of Power; and from
fuch of them as to greatnefs of fortune
were happy enough to join grearnefs of
mind, they have not fought in vain.

PowEer without Politenefs and Com-
placency, is at beft diftafteful, often
hated ; amiable when 1t knows how to
condefcend. It 1s thus that men in
high ftations avoid envy from fuch as
ftand below them. He who cannot rife
to their height, finds a fore of reraliation
and amends in their coming down to
him. "‘%Io Man is pleafed with a beha-
viour which reprefents him as contem-
ptible.  To make us think well of our-
felues, by another’s fhewing us that we
are well thought of by him, is a gene-
: : rous



DEpicAaTiON V

rous and artful civility : a leflon which
ftately and rebuking men want to learn.
A mean man of great quality and figure
(for fuch incongruities we often meet)
teaches others to fcorn him, by his
fhewing that he fcorns them. Affabi-
lity therefore, accompanied with good
fenfe, which will always guard it from
exceeding, is the art of keeping great -

Splendor from growing offenfive to the
reft of the world.

IT mut be owned, that no Affabi-
lity, even the moft flowing ; no Ge-
nius, even the moft elevated, can efcape
particular diftaftes ; and from the diflike
of Perfons to that of Actions the tranfi-
tion is eafy and too common. Men do
not eaﬁly difcern good qualmes and in-
tentions in one, to whom'they: do not
wifh'well. © All-men, even thofe of the
molt - uncxccpnonable "Chataéters, are
apt to formi theéir’ judgment ovcr-haﬂxly,

A3 when
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when their paffions are warmed: and
from this caufe it has often proceeded,
that the inevitable misfortunes of times
and accidents have been charged upon
fuch, whofe intereft and ftudy it was to
prevent them.  This is one of the evils
and uneafinefles infeparably attending
every Adminiftration. When a State
is under heavy burdens and difficulcies,
the means to relieve and fupport it will
be, almoft always, proportionably hea-
vy: and as whatever proves heavy,
however neceffary, is eafily called Op-
preffion; fo the hand, which adminifters
a remedy, may, merely becaufe it is felt,

be eafily ftyled oppreflive.

BesipEs the reafon which I have
already given for this Addrefs, I have
another ; one taken from the Charaéter
of my Author. As he was a Man of
Affairs, a great Minifter, I chuleto pre-
fent him to another; to one who having

been
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been long engaged in public Life, hav-

ing had long experience of men, feen
far 1nto their bent and foibles, and been
converfant with the myfteries and pri-
mary operations of Government ;5 can
thence readily judge whether TaciTus
has refined too much in his Politics, or
been over-fevere in his Cenfures upon
mankind : or whether this charge has
not been chiefly raifed by men of fpecu-
lation, who, however furnifhed with
Learning, were yer unacquainted wich
the tranfactions of States, and ignorant
of human nature; or perhaps willing to
do honour to it, or to themfelves, at
the expence of Truth. Men are to be
known, not by Theories taken up in
clofets, but by Commerce with men
and beft of all in thofe great fcenes of
public Life, where You, SiR, have fuf-
tained, for fo many years, a high and
important part, and gained eminent ex-

A 4 perience
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perience ‘as well as the juft opinion of
great fufficiency. ‘
N }
I could hete, agreeably to the ufual
ftyle and purpofe of Dedications, fay 2
great many advantageous things, without
rifquing the ufual cenfure incurred by
Dedicators. But fuch things I would
much rather fay of you, than to you.
In this place, Ifhall only profefs to be,
what I intirely am, with perfe&t truth,
and high regard, ‘

S IR,
Tour moft obliged, and moft

obedient bumble Servant,

T. GORDON.
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DISCOURSES

UPON

TAGITUS.

DISCOURSE L

Upon the former Englith Tran{fla-
tions of TacriTus.

Se&. 1. Of the Tranflation by GREENWAY
and Sir H. SAviLL.

AM going to offer to the publick the Tranflation
I of a Work, which for wifdom and force, is
in higher fame and confideration, than almoft
any other that has yet appeared amongft men; a
Work often tranflated into many ILanguages, feldom
well into any, into ours worft of all. The firft
was done in Queen EL1Z A BE T Hs reign, the
Annals by one GREENW A v, and four Books
of the Hiftory by Sr HExrY Savire, a
man exceeding learned, and efteemed for his critical
notes upon Tac1Tus, as well as for thofe upon
St.CHR ¥sosT d M, of whofe works he has publifh-
ed an elaborate edition. But though he was an able
Grammarian, and underftood the Antiquities in
TaciTus, and his words, his Tranflation is a
Vou. L. B mean
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mean performance ; his ftile is ftiff, {piritlefs, and
obfcure 3 he drops many of his Author’s ideas,
preferves none of his turns, and ftarves his meaning
even where he beft conveys it. *Tis a mere Tranfla-
tion, that rather of ore word into another, than that
of a dead tongue into a living, er of fenfe into fenfe.
The Roman idiom is forced and wire-drawn into
the Englith, a tafk altogether impoffible 5 and not
'1dopted and natunhzed a thing pofiible enough ;
and out of a Book profufe in eloquence, fine fpnlt
and images, he has drawn a work harfh, halting
and barren,  Oc1LeY is not more unlike ViroIL,
GreenNway is flill worfe than SavririL; he
had none of his learning, he had all his faulrs and
more : The former has at leaft performed like a
fchool-mafter, the latter like a {chool-boy.

Seét. 1L Of the Englih Tranflation by
Jeveral hands.

BOUT a hundred years after them another
Englith Tranflation was undertaken by feveral
hands, Mr. DrRvpEN and otherss. DRvpen
has tranflated the firft Book ; but done it almoft
literally from Mr. AMeLoT pE La Houssavye,
with fo much hafte and little exactnefs, that befides
his many miftakes, he has introduced feveral Gal-
licifms: he follows the French author fervilely, and
writes French Englith, rather than truft him out
of hiseye. It is true,.L A Houssa v E is an honeft
Tranflator, and one of the foremoft : He has gone
as far as the thirteenth Annal inclufive; but his
phrafes are often weak and trifling, and he is fubject
to all that faintnefs and circumlqcution for which
the French tongue is noted. DrYDEN copies
his manner as well as his meaning. It was pure
hurry and want of apphcatlon 5 for he was a fine
writer, had a copidus zmagmanon, a good ear, and
a flow-
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2 flowing ftile. Strike away all thatis bad in hjg
works, enough will remain to fhew him a great
Poet, a man of parts and a mafter of language.
Even his many enemies and oppofers thew the con-
fiderablenefs of the man; but his excellencies in
many things excufe not his faults in others; his
Tranflation of TaciTusis poor and languid, no
where derived from the original, generally full of
miftakes ; at beft it is only the French Tranflator il
tranflated, or ill imitated.

Se&t. 1. Of the laff T ranflation of the
’ Sirft Annal. ,

ACITUS talking of the latter end of
T AvcusTtus his reign, fays, domi res tran-
quille.  Eadem magiftratuum vocabula, Thefe are
two fentences independent of each other; yet Mr.
DryDpEN tranflates, < gl things at Rome being
‘““in a fettled peace, the Magiftrates ftill retained
¢ their former names;” as if the ope was all the
caufe of the other. This blunder is owing to L a
Hovussa vy e ill underftond : zons étoit tranguille 3
Rome, les Magiftrats avoient les méme noms :  if
inftead of avoient, he had faid ayant, the tranflation
would have come pretty near the French. But the
Englith Tranflator does nor feem to underftand
French, though he has no other guide, elfe how could
he fo miferably miftake, pars multo maxima immi.
nentis dominos variis rumoribys differebant 5 as to ren-
der it, “ the greater part employed their time in
¢ various difcourfes of future matters? ** From this
itis plain he never looked into the original, or
underftood it not. He was mifled by the' French
which he appears here to have as little underftood ;
la plus part Je plaifvient & faive divers Jugemens de
Ceux qui aloient devenir leurs Maitres,

B2 But
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Bur more wretched ftill is what follows:
T ac1Tus reprefents the Romans difcourfing, du-
ring the decline of AvgusTus, concerning the
next fucceffors in view, Acriprpra Pofthumus
and T1BER1US, and makes them fay of Livia
the Empref(s 5 accedere matrem mulichri impotentia :
Jerviendum femine, &c. ¢ His mother of a vio-
¢¢ lent and imperious nature, according to the fex
¢¢ themfclves, fubjected to the flavery of a woman.”
This is jargon and nonfenfe, tho’ the author feems
to have followed the French ; gqui (Tibere) a une mere
imperienfe (& wviolente, felon la coutume du [exe, a
laquelle il faudra obéir en eftlaves. Well may he
be faid to'follow the French Tranflator blindly
and lefs is the wonder that he adopts his Gallicifms
where he happens to underftand him.

When Drusus, the fonof TiBERIUS, en-
tred the camp of the feditious Legions in Pannonia,
and the mutinous foldiery were gathered round him ;
Tacitus makes a charming and ftrong defcrip-
tion of their behaviour, with the feveral viciflitudes
of their paffions, which fhifted ftrangely according
as they dreaded his perfon and authority, or recalled
their grievances, and furveyed their own numbers
and ftrength ; and he concludes the whole, according
to his cuftom, with a fine refleCtion: IUfi, quotiens
oculos ad multitudinem retulerant, <vocibus truculentis
firepere 5 rurfum, vifo Cefare, trepidare. Murmur
incertum, atrox clamor, & repente quiess diverfis
animorum motibus, pavebant, terrebantque. This is
all pretty well tranflated by L A HoussaveE.
I fhall only quote the laft claufe or reflection: par
des mouvemens tout differens, ils prencient Pepouvante,
& la donnoient 5 and this 1 quote only to fhew how
impotently the Englith Tranflator hangs by the
French phrafe and takes it literally: ¢ by their
< different motions, fays he, they gave and took
¢ terror in their turns, ”

1
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Is not this pithy and founding? There are num-
bers of fuch inftances both as to language and
ftrength ; infomuch that I have been fometimes
tempted to think it not to be DRy pEn’s: but I
have many affurances of its being his. I take it
for granted it was a jobb for the Bookitllers, care-
lefsly performed by one, who wanted no capacity,
but only pains or encouragement to have done it
much better, perhaps very well. -

Se&. V. Of the laft Tranflation of the
» - fecond Annal. -

HE next Annal is tranflated by another

hand, lefs negligently, but with fmall tafte
and vigour ; no refemblance of the original, where
in every fentence almoft there occur furprizing ima-
ges and turns, which no where appear in the Tran-
flation. °*Tis not the fire of Tac1Tus, but his
embers quenched with Englith words cold and
Gothick. Let any cne read particularly the two
{peeches of ArRMINIUsSand MaRrRoBODUUS toO
their different armies juft before they engaged, cap.
45.and 46. and he will find that between T acrTus
and his Tranflator, there is juft as much difference
as between a living foul and a cold carcafe. Yet
the lifelefs Tranflation of this Annal compared
with that of the third by a differenc hand, is an
able performance.

Sc&. V. Of the laft Tranflation of the
third Annal.

T HIS tranflation is in truth wretched beyond
belief; ’tis below drollery, and a fort of
a middle between bad fenfe and good nonfenfe.
Tacrrus fays of the arrival of the fleet, which
broyght AcR1pPPINA from Afia with her huf-

B 3 band’s
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band’s funeral urn, and her children now fatherlefs ;
claffis paulatim fucceflit, non alacri, ut adfolet, remigio,
Jed cuntis ad triftitiam compofitis, An. 3. c. 1.
¢ The fleet (fays the Tranflator) came in, not
¢ rowing brifkly, as they ufed to do, but flowly,
¢ and with {orrow in their countenances;” a
tranflation worthy of one who could make T 4 c1-
Tus fay elfewhere, “Drusus left the City
¢ to enquire his fortune:” Would not one think
that he went to fome remote country to confult a
cunning man? Or meant the Tranflator to joke
upon the religion and folemnities of the Romans?
The words of T Aci1Tus which he thus pe’rverts,
or rather quite drops, are, Drufius urbe egreffus
repeteidis aufpiciis : ¢ D R u s u s-went without the

¢ gates, to repeat the formality of the aufpices.
Tacrrus at the end of his difcourfe upon
laws, fays, Cefar Auguftus, potenlie [ecurus, que
Triumviratu julferat, abolcvit, deditque jura, quis pace
& Principe uleremir: aciicra ex eo vincda, inditi
cuftodes, & lege Papia Poppaa pramiis irduéti, ut fi
&c. fed altius penetrabant, (cuftodes, fcil.) Urbemgue
& Iialiam, & quod wfquam civiam, corripuerant,
multorumque excifi flatus; & terror emnibus inten-
tabatur, nifi Tiberius ftatuendo remedio, {5c. Now
obferve the force, and elegance, and truth, with
which this is rendered by the Tranflator ; ¢ A vu-
““ gusTus Ces ar being fettled in his authority,
¢ he abolithed thofe things he commanded in the
¢¢ Triumvirate, and gave new laws to be obferved
“ in time of peace, and under a Monarch. And
¢¢ that they might be the better kept, he appointed
¢ fome to look after them :* [as if the laws had
been a flock of theep] ¢¢ The law Par1a PorrEa
¢ provided, &c. But the informers went farther,
‘¢ not only in the City, but thro' all Italy, where
‘¢ any citizens were, ruined many families and
“ frightened all. Toremedy which T1BERIUS,™
: (e,
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&9c. A little farther Tac1Tus fays, adverfs
animis acceptum, qued filio Claudii focer Sejanus de-
finaretur ;- polluifle nobilitatem  familic widebantur,
[ufpeTumque jam uimie jpei Sejanum ultro extuliffe.
«¢ There were (fays the Tranflator) great difcontents
<« upon Cravuprus’s fon’s being to marry
Sejanus’s daughter as a difparagement to him,
[towhat him? SejanNus was the laft named.]
“ But SEjaw~us, whofe ambition was fufpected,
¢t was much exalted upon it.”

T a c171 usdifcourling of therevoltof FLorUs
and Sa crOVIR, and reprefenting the fentiments of
the people upon that and other alarms, fays, incre-
pabant Tiberium, quod in tanto revun motu, libellis
accufatorum infumeret operam. A Fulium Sacrovi
rum mzz]dhitzs crimine reum in Senatu fore 2 E,\fz/z//e
tandem viros, qui cruentas epiftolas armis cobibercnt :
miferan pacem vel bello bene mutari.  Tanto impenfivs
in fecuritatem compolitus, wcque loco, neque vuitu mu-
tato, (ed ut ﬁ)lzlum per illos dies egit : altitudine animi,
an compererat modica effe & vulgatis leviora.  Hear
how this is tranflated. Blaming “ T1BERIUS
¢ for employing himfelf in reading informers accu-
¢ fations where there was fo great commotions.
¢ What, faid they, have the Senate found JurLius
¢ Sacrovir guilty of treafon? Some have had
¢ the courage to {upprefs by arms the bloody libels
“ of a Tyrant; war is a good change for a mifer-
¢ able peace. But he neither changed place nor
“¢ countenance 3 affecting to fthew he was not afraid,
either through courage, or that he knew things to
be lefs than they were reported.” Was ever
good fenfe fo vilely burlefqued ? were one to ftudy
to ridicule T ac1 T vs, what more miferable ftuff,
void of all fenfe and found, could one make him
utter ? It puts me in mind of a notable compliment
in an addrefs from a learned Society to the late
King ; ¢ We perceive that you are one that is not

B 4 afraid

[14
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¢ afraid that pofterity fhould make mention of

¢¢ you;” or words of the like force and beauty.
Neither have I picked out thefe paffages invidi-
oufly, as the worft: I have read the whole Annal,

and I know no part of it better done.

Se&. VL. Of the laft Tranflation of the
Sfourth, fifth, and fixth Annal.

HE fourth, fifth, and fixth Annals are done

by another hand, and poorly done. In him
you find little of the true meaning of TacrTUS};
of his fpirit and manner nothing at all 5 but frequent
deviations from his fenfe, and even from all fenfe.
TacrTus inthe Charatter of SEjanus, fayss
intus fumma apifcendi libido, ejufque caufa modo lar-
gitio & luxus, fepins induftria ac vigilantia, baud
MIIUS noxie, quotiens parando regno finguntur. Who
but the Tranflator would have difcovered, that by
thefe words T A c1Tus meant to declare, that
‘¢ virtues are as dangerous as vices, when they
¢ meet with a turbulent fpirit afpiring to Empire
Yet the Tranflation of this paffage is as juft as
that of many others. Sometimes he drops whole
phrafes and paffages, fuch as he knows pot what
to make of, and oftner lofes out of fight the mean-
ing of others however plain,

Tacrirus fays, ut feries futuri in Agrippinam
exitii inciperety Glaudia Pulchra fobrina ejus poftulatur,
accufante Domitio Afro. Is recens pretura, modicus
dignationis, &S quoguo facinore properus clarefcere,
crimen impudicitie, adulterum Furnium, veneficia in
Principem, & devotiones objeitabat. ¢ 'To begin the
““ ruinof AcR1PPINA, [how infipid and defec-
¢ tivel] DoMm1T1us AFER lately Pretor [not a
“¢ word of modicus digmtiom’;;l and ready to engage
““ in any thing to gain himfelf credit [obferve the
$¢ force!Jaccufes CLavp1aPuLcHR A of adul-

' ¢ tery
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“ tery with Fur~1us [the words fobrina ejus,
which explain the reft, and the word impudicitiz,
one of the articles of the charge, are omitted]
¢ and to have a defign on the life of that Prince
¢ with her charms and perfon:” What Prince?
Fur~Nius was none; Treer1vus has not
been mentioned in feveral pages: it is nonfenfc;
and ‘¢ a defign on his life with her charms and
¢ perfon,” multiplies the nonfenfe,

W ar follows fares not much better : Aprip-
pina femper atrox, tum & periculo propinguo accen/a,
pergit ad Tiberinm. ““ Acr1ppIN A always of
‘¢ a violent temper, but at prefent extremely enra-
“ ged, runs immediately to T1BER 1US, &, He
drops periculo propingue, as ufclefs words.

Tacrtus fays, that amongft other reafons
afligned why T 18 & R 1Us retired from Rome, fome
alledged the authority aflumed by his mother ; wha
having perfuaded AvcusTus, contrary to his
inclinations, to poftpone GErmManIcus and adopt
Tiserr1uUs, didafterwardsupbraid TrBER T US
with fo fignal a fervice, and even challenged the
Empire as her own : idgue Augufia exprobrabat, re-
pofcebat.  * The Emprefs (fays the Tranflator)
‘¢ feemed to reproach him with that favour, and
‘¢ requefted it for her fon.” What gibberith! fhe
had but one fon, and he had it. She, forfooth, re-
proached her fon T 1B & R1 U s for having given him
the Sovereignty, and from the fame T1BER I US
claimed it for the fume T1BERT1US. SEjJANUS,
once when a cave fell in upon Ti1sERTUS and
his company, covered the Emperor with his own
body : major ex eo, fays TaciTus. * This
¢ admirable and undoubted fidelity,” fays the Tranf-
lator; which TaciTus never faid nor meant.
How miferably too does he tranflate, ingentinm
bellorum cladem equavit malum improvifum : ejus ini-
Yium fimul & finis exfitit. ¢ Happened a calamity

. [ in
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¢ in which we fuftained as great a lofs as in the
¢¢ greateft defeats, though it was all done in an in-
¢ ftant.” I will venture to fay, that this is.as well
done as any other part of all the three Books.

Sc&. VIL Of the laft Tranflation of the
eleventh Annal.

T HE eleventh Annal is tranflated by another
Gentleman ; but not with another {pirit : itis
like the reft, full of feeblenefs and miftakes and
low phrafes. I fhall here give fome inftances.
The Pleaders, in a fpeech to the Emperor Cv a u-
D 1Us, indefence of taking fees, and in anfwer to
S1r1us, who alledged againft them the example
of certain great Orators of the former age who had
never taken any ; fay, facile Afininm & Meffalam,
inter Antonium & Auguftum bellorum premiis refertos,
&e.c. 7. “ Asivivs and MEssara, who
*¢ feathered their nefts well in the Civil Wars *twixt
“ ANTHONY,” & This is the Language of
a chairman, but of a piece with the reft, fuch as,
a King’s 2 playing the good fellow ; *itrumping up
ARMINIUSS title 5 <being equipped with money 3
4 bis reputation began to exert itfelf far and near s
© faw but one poor [nake ; Tmore bloody than he ought
to be s Senators ¢ fguabling in the houfe ; A filver
mine b awhich bled but a little 5 P It was not come to
that yet 5 k Advice burts not the guiltle/s 5 ' Men bad
recourfe

3 Vinolentiam & libidines ufurpans, c. 16.

b Fruftra Arminium preferibi, ¢. 16.

¢ Auftum pecunia, c. 16

4 Jam longius clarefcere, c. 16.

¢ Unam omnino anguem vifam.

f Atrociorem quam novo regno conduceret, ¢. 9.

£ Obftrepentibus his, c. 6.

b Unde tenuis fru&us, c. zo:

1 Non eo ventum, c. 26.

® Infontibus innoxia confilia, ib.

¥ Flagitiis manifeftis, fubfidium ab audacia petendum, ib.
m Adefle
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recourfe to impudence when their ill actions came to be
difcovered : ™ others were in the fame predicament with
them in that maiter 5 ™ Claudius as be was eafily
angry, fo be was eafily pleafed 5 ° Matrimony the laft
comfort of thofe who give themfelves to lewdm’/j 3
P Ajfidavits of ber lewdnefs 5 ¢ The vaft ireafures given
to Silius for bis drudgery. Such cant, jargon, and
ill-favoured nonfenfe, is called the Tranflation of
Tacitus.

Se. VIII.  Of the laft Tranflation of the
twelfth and thirteenth Annals.

H E two fucceeding Annals are Englifhed

by another hand, and miferably Englithed

they are ; rather worfe than the former. *Tis all
wretched tittle-tattle, unmeaning and ill-bred ; nor
could any number of words thrown together at
random, without thought or idea, be more fhallow
or vulgar, more deftitute of ornament or found.
To pafs by his top Oratorss Knack of [peaking 5
Staving off a war any ways.— He being reéline.
Tbe Emperor bimfelf their worthy. 2ea, Gentlemen
and Senators do make no other original to themfelves
but from thence ; and the like gibberifth which occurs
in every fentence : I fhall here tranfcribe a paffage
where he feems to aim at a2 meaning and to exceed
himfelf: ¢“rThe power his mother had over him
“ (Nero)

m Adeflé confcios, ib.

" Claudium, ut infidiis incautum, ita ir= properum, ib.

° Nomen matrimonii cupivit, ob magnitudinem infamiz,
cujus apud prodigos noviflima voluptas eft, ib.

P Codicillos libidinum indices, c. 34.

? Quicquid habitum Neronibus & Drufis in precium probri
ceflifle, c. 35.

r Ceterum infra€ta paulatim potentia matris, delapfo Nerone
in amorem liberte, cui vocabulum Ade fuit: fimul adfamptis
in confcientiam Othone & Claudio Senccione adolefcentulis de-

coris
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<¢ (N eRr0) dwindled away by degrees, and Ner o
“¢ fell in love with A cTE, afreed-woman, and
“madeOTHo and CLavuDI1Us SENECTO
¢ the confidents of his new Amour, one of which
“ (towit) OTHoO, wasof a confular family, but
“ SENEc10, afon of one of CEs a R’s freed-
““-mens; who at firft without the mother’s know-
¢ ledge, and fince in fpite of all the could do,
¢¢ worked himfelf by degrees into the Prince’s af-
“¢ fections, by luxury and fecret ways, that no body
¢ knew, which the beft friends he had, indulged
¢ him in, and were pleafed to fee him take up and
<¢ content himfelf with that woman, a thing which
#¢ did no body an injury: for he had the misfor-
¢¢ tune to diflike his wife Oc T a v 1 a (whether it
¢¢ be that we naturally flight what we can have,
¢ and eagerly purfue what is ferbidden) of an illu-
“ ftrious family, and of an unfpotted virtue, and
¢ *twas feared he might f:ll into a vein of debauch-
¢ ing women of quality, if he was checked in
¢ that intrigue: but AGR1P2PIN A could not bear
¢¢ that a freed-woman fhould nofe her,” &. That
¢ a freed-woman fhould beard her,” fays the old
T'ranflation.

How clear, how ftrong, and how juft! This is
in the thirteenth Book : take one or two famples
nore out of the twelfth. ¢¢ <*T'was enafed that

113 lf

coris, quorum Otho familia Confulari, Senecio liberto Cafaris
patre genitus, ignara matre, dein fruftra obnitente, penitus in-
repferant per luxum & ambigua fecreta. Ne feverioribus quidem
Principis amicis adverfantibus, muliercula, nulla cujufquam in-
jurid, cupidines principis explente : quando uxore ab O&tavia,
nobili quidem & probitatis {peétate, fato quodam, an quia
pravalent inlicita, abhorrebat : metuebaturque, ne in ftupra femi-
narum inluftrium prorumperet, fi illa libidine prehiberetur. Sed
Agrippina libertam @zmulam, &c. 47. 13. C. 12. & 13.

s Inter qu refertur ad patres, de peena feminarum, qu fervis
conjungerentur.  Statuiturque, ut ignaro domino ad id prolapfa,
in feryitutem, fin confenfiflet, pro liberto haberetur. Palland,

quem
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¢¢ if they (women) married (to flaves) without their
¢ mafter’s confent, they fhould remain fuch” [who
fhould, the women or the flaves? the former were
none, and could not remain what they were not;
and to fay it of the latter, is nonfenfe.] “ BAREA
“ Sor anvUs, Conful eleét, movedthat PaLrLas
¢ (whom CEesar faid was the firft that brought it
¢¢ into the Houfe) thould have the Pretorial honours,
¢ and fifteen millions of Sefterces, and, that Sci-
¢ pro CorNELIUSs might have the Thanks of
¢ the Houfe, for that being defcended from the
¢ Kings of Arcadia, he forgot his birth and qua-
¢ lity to ferve the publick, and was contented to
¢ be one of the Prince’s fervants,. CLAavuDpi1vus
¢ affured them, that P a L L as, fatisfied with the
¢ honour the Senate had done him, would live as
<¢ retiredly as he ufed to do. In fhort an a&t was
¢ made,” .

T u esE two paffages are as brightly tranflated
as any in the two Books, indeed bheyond moft paf-
fages.

I fhall quote one more ; itis in the thirteenth
Annal, cap. 26. It was importunately urged in the
Senate that fuch freedmen as by abufing their Lords,
had fhewn themfelves unworthy of their liberty,
fhould remain at the mercy of the faid Lords, and
be fubject to their former chains, nec deerant qui
cenferent, fays T a c 1T Us, fed Confules relationem
incipere nown aufi ignaro principe (i. e.) ¢ There were
‘¢ Senators too ready to have voted for fuch a

¢ Decree 3

quem repertorem ejus relationis ediderat Cafar, prxtoria infignia,
& centies quinquagefies feftercium cenfuit conful defignatus Barea
Soranus : additam i Scipione Cornelio, grates publice agendas,
quod regibus Arcadiz ortus, veterrimam nobilitatem ufui publico
poftponeret, feque inter miniftros Principis haberi fineret.
Affeveravit Claudius, contentum honore Pallantem, intra prio-
rem paupertatem fubfiftere. Et fixum eft zre publico Senatus
Confultum, &c. 47 12. C. 53. ' The
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¢ Decree 5 but the Confuls durft not propofe it to
¢¢ the vote without acquainting the Emperor.” Of
all this plin matter the Tranflator underftood not
one word. He fays, * neither were there thofe
¢ wanting who would cenfure them (wec deerant
¢ qui cenferent) but the Confuls durft not, with-
¢ out the Emperor’s knowledge, determine the
¢¢ matter.”

I cannot omit one polite phrafe more out of this
Book. Suilius Senecam increpans, fays T aciT us.
¢« Helaid itin SE~ E ¢ o’ dith,” fays the Tranf-
lator, c. 42. ¢ laying it in SEN £ c A’ difh,” fays
the old Tranflation. He indeed has ftolen all he
knew of T A c1TUs from the old Tranflation, with
all its blunders and ftupidity, and improved both
notably. Behold another fpecimen. ¢¢ At Rome he
¢¢ cheated men of their legacies, and wronged the
< fatherlefs, who were deluded by him t>* The
words of T Ac1TUs are, Rome teffamenta & orbos,
welut indagine ejus capi, c. 42.

Set. IX. Of the laft Tranflation of the
Sfourteenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth Annals.

Frefh hand has undertaken the three following
Annals, and by good fortune fuch a hand as

has preferved an eminent uniformity with the fore-
going ; only he is fomewhat more grofs. T 4 c1-
Tus fays, it was reported that when Acr1PPINA
ftudied to draw N e r o her fon nto an inceftuous
commerce with herfelf, Senecam contra mulicbres
inlecebras fubfidium a femina petiviffe : immiflamque
Aéien libertam. “ SE N Ec A (fays the Tranflator)
¢ {oon

t The old Tranflation has it, 4¢ Rome be cofemed men of
their legacies fuch as died awithout children, asif be had laid a
Jrare to entrap them. ‘This is foolifh, but wifer than the
other.
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¢ foon brought in Ac T £, N E R 0’s beloved wo-
¢ man, to expel one whore with another.”

When A Rr1PPINA had efcaped the firft at-
tempt upon her life, fhe diffembled, and feemed
not to think it defigned, nor to entertain any future
apprehenfions: fimulata  fecuritate : ¢¢ Under the
*¢ appearance of fecurity,” (faysthe Tranflator.)
Butas Acer RoN1A oneof her maids had pe-
rithed in that attempt, fhe ordered her Will to be
found, and all her effects to be fealed up. This
the did, fays T a c1 T us, without any diffimula-
tion; id tamtum now per fimulationem, c. 6. ¢ She
‘¢ takes all neceffary care (fays the Tranflator) for
“ the cure of her wound; the Teftament of
AcerRONTI A to be looked out, her coffers to
be fealed up, and all things nccefliry to be done
¢ without the leaft diffimulation:” How nicely he
underftands the original, and how grammatical is
his Englith ! Here however there feems to be fome
meaning aimed at; in what follows, even that is
wanting : *° The image of the villains who were
¢ ftained with the guilt of this parricide, ftill haunt-
“ ed him” The words of the original are obfer-
vabanturque maris illius & litorum gravis adfpeétus,
¢. 10.

In truth, to expofe the infipidnefs and nonfenfe
of thefe Annals, were to tranfcribe them. In fome
places he is fo grofs, that his words will not bear
repeating ; as particularly where one of OcTavia’s
maids tells T 1 GELL 1N Us, caftiora effe mulickria
Oitavie quam os ejus. His Tranflation of this is
abominable, as well as ridiculous and falfe; and
many fuch like inftances there are in him. I beg
leave to quote one fhort paffage more out of this
Annal. 'When that Lady was by the Tyrant di-
vorced, and banifhed into Campania under a guard 5
inde crebri queftus, fays T Ac1T Us, nec occulti per
Vulgum, cus minor Japientia, & ex mediocritate fortune,

pauciora
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pauciora pericula funt, ¢. 60. This is a fine reflection 3
obferve how execrably it is rendred : ¢ Upon the
¢ clamour of the people (who having nothing to
“¢ lofe, are commonly fearlefs, not out of any love
¢ or relenting at his feverity) this was remitted.”

T u e fifteenth Annal is done juft like the four-
teenth, wretchedly. Here follows a {pecimen:
CorBuro and CEsennNnius PETus com-
manded in the Eaft : jed neque Corbulo emuli patiens
(fays Tacitus); & Petus, cui fatis ad gloriam
erat, fi proximus baberetur, defpiciebat gefta, nibil cadis
aut preede, ufurpatas nomine tenus urbium expygna-
tiones, diflitans: fe tributa ac leges, & pro umbra
Regis Romanum jus viclis impofiturum, c. 6. The
misfortune was, (fays the Tranflator) ¢¢ the one was
¢ impatient of a rival, and the other could not en-
«¢ dure a fuperior; and Pe T vs, who ought to
¢ have contented himfelf in being fecond to C o r-
“ Bu Lo, ever took pleafure to diminifh the glory
¢ of his actions, upbraiding him that his victory
¢ in taking of towns was imaginary, without con-
«« queft or plunder. That" he would impofe laws
¢¢ and demand contributions, introduce the Roman
¢ power in the place of their Knights, and render
¢ them a meer fhadow.”

Hz often feems to be without the leaft glim-
mering of T'a ¢ 1T us’s meaning, or any meaning,
and puts down a parce! of words at random. How
clearly does he Englith, provifis exemplis Caudine
ac ]V}t,tmantime cladis; ¢ refolving to follow the
¢ example of Numantian, and the Caudine defeat,
¢ which pracice they thought they might juftify,
¢¢ fince the Parthians were at this time more power-,
¢ ful than the Carthaginians or Samnites :* [were
they in truth? what a difcovery is here?] neque
eandem vim Samnitibus Italico populo, aut Panis Ko-
mani imperii @mulis. He goes on: They were now

beginning to talk that the Antients were always com-
mended

o
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mended for their addrefs in [uiting all things to the
times, and fecuring a [afe retreat when furtune fhould
frown upon them. This is another dilcovery which
he has made from thefe words: validam quoque &
laudatam antiquitatem, quotiens fortuna contra daret,
faluti confuluiffe, ¢. 135 thatis, “ thefe fame vene-
¢¢ rable Antients, fo very ftubborn and invincible,
< and fo much adored, always confulted felf-pre-
¢ fervation, as often as preflfed by the affaults of a
¢ calamitous fortune.”

When PeTus had fubmitted to fuch thameful
conditions from the Parthians, he, amongft the reft,
made a bridge over the river Arfanias, and to hide
his difgrace, pretended it was to fhorten his own
march ; when in truth, it was done in obedience to
the commands of the Parthians, as a monument of
their fuperiority and conqueft : namque iis ufui fuit ;
noftri per diverfum iere, ¢. 15. ¢ It being com-
“ modious to them, (quoth the Tranflator) and
“ not in any manner to mcleft us.” Were ever
two meanings more remote? He often adds words
of his own to thofe of T'a c1 T us, and often drops
many more of the original, fometimes whole fen-
tences. T acrrtus {ays, there prevailed then a
peftilent cuftom of making fraudulent Adoptions,
by fuch Candidates for Offices as had no children
of their own ; and as foon as the Eleftion was over,
they inftantly difmiffed fuch as they had occafion-
ally adopted. This abufe raifed a ftorm from
fuch as were real parents; who, having applied
to the Senate with warm reprefentations againft
fuch fallacious dealings in others, and fuch injury
done to themfelves, add, /ibi promifja legum din
e{cpeﬁﬂm, in Iludibrium <verti, quardo quis fine foli-
citudine parens, fine luftu orbus, longa patrum vota
repente adequaret, ¢. 19. All this is dropped by the
Tranflator, and the following jargon of his own
inferted: ¢« They took children to quit them at

Vor I C ¢ their
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¢ their fancy in contempt of thofe laws, while
¢ they had a great many privileges, for care or
¢¢ forrow, the other with eafe enjoyed the fame.”

I am afraid I have tired my reader, as I have done
my felf, with fuch a dull dedution of ftupidities.
I did not at firft intend to fay any thing of the for-
mer Tranflations: I took it for granted that every
man who had feen them, muft have condemned
them, and found them as pitiful and bad as they
really are. But when upon publifhing my Propofals,
I found that fome, who by their titles and profeflion
thould be learned, others who by their high quality,
ought to have tafte and elegance, had commended
the former Tranflation, and uttered their defpair of
feeing a better 3 I found it neceflary to give fome
account of that performance, which I think to be
as low, defettive, and wretched as any thing in
print 5 neither language, nor fenfe, nor decency,
and as much unlike T Ac1T1us the Hiftorian, as
the meaneft flave of T a c1T1 us the Conful, was
unlike his mafter. It is much worfe than the old
Tranflation, which is exceeding bad. It is in my
own defence, as well as in defence of TaciTUus,
that I have cenfured it, and againft my inclination.
It looks indeed as if the Tranflators themfelves had
no opinion of it, fince they have not, as is ufual,
faid one word about it by way of Preface. This is

what Mr. DR v p E ~ particularly never ufed to omit .
doing ; why did he omit it now in the Tranflation .

of a work of fuch name and weight? As far as
the fixth Annal there is a Tranflation too of L4

Houssa ve’s Notes, but done with great igno- :

rance and errors.

DIS-
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DISCOURSE IL

Upon Tacitus and his Writings.

Se&. 1. The Character of TaciTUs.

S to the Character of T ac1Tvus and his
A writings ; he was the greateft Orator, Statef-
man, and Hiftorian of his time; he had
long frequented the Bar; he had paffed through
all the high offices of State: he was Edile, Pretor,
Conful ; and after long acquaintance with bufi-
nefs and men, he applied himfelf to collect obfer-
vations, and to convey the fruits of his know-
ledge to pofterity, under the agreeable drefs of a
Hiftory.  For this tatk he was excellently qualified :
No man had feen more, fcarce any man had ever
thought fo much, or conveyed his thoughts with
greater force and vivacity ; a mighty genius, for
which no conception or defign was too vaft ; a pow-
erful Orator, who abounds in great fentiments and
defcription: yet a man of confummate integrity,
who, though he frequently agitates the paffions, never
mifleads them : a mafterly Hiftorian, who draws
events from their firft fources; and explains them
with a redundancy of images, and a frugality of -
words : a profound Politician who takes off every
difguife, and penetrates every artifice: an upright
Patriot, zealous for publick Liberty and the wel-
fare of his Country, and a delared enemy to Ty-
rants and to the inftruments of Tyranny ; a lover of
human-kind ; a man of virtue, who adores Liberty
and Truth, and every where adorns and recom-
mends them ; who abhors falfhood and iniquity, de-~-.
C:2 {pifes
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fpifes little arts, expofes bad cnes; and fhews, upon
all occafions, by the fate and fall of great wicked
men, by the anxiety of their fouls, by the precari-
oufnefs of their power, by the uncertainty or fud-
dennefs of their fate, what a poor price greatnefs
obtained is for goodnefs loft; and how infinitely,
perfecuted virtue is preferable to fmiling and trium-
phant wickednefs. GErRMAaN1cus under all his
hardfhips and disfavour, is a happier man than
Tiser1vs with all his power and Empire ; hap-
pier in peace of mind, happier in his fame and
memory. TIGELLINUS is a great favourite with
NEro, but detefted by all the reft of the world
and fearful of all men. Sewneca is difliked by
the Emperor, but univerfally beloved and regretted.
TaciTus is a fine Gentleman, who fuffers no-
thing pedantick or low, nothing that is trifling or
indecent to fall from his pen. He is alfo a man
of wit; not fuch a one as is fond of conceits and
the quaintnefs of words, but a wit that is grave,
majeftick, and fublime ; one that blends the folem-
nity of truth with the fire of imagination, and
touches the heart rather than the fancy ; yet for the
better reception of truth, pleafes and awakens the
fancy.

THe telllng of truth is dry and unaffecting ;5 but
to enliven it with imagery, is defcribing ir: and
every one knows the advantages that Defcription
has over bare Narration. Hence the force of fine
painting ; though, in my opinion, the Oraror has the
advantage of the Painter, as words can multiply
ideas better than the pencil, throw them thicker

together, and inflame them more. What piece of

v
!
i

E

Arrrrzis could have animated the Athenians

againft Pur1p of Macedon, like one of DEMo-
sTHENES’s Orations? What pi¢ture of Love can
equal the defcription of that paffion by LucRre-

T1Us, the nobleft wit of all the Latin Pocts? It
1s
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is hardly, I believe, poilible for colours to carry
images higher than they are by MicuaeL ANGELO
carried, in his piece of the Laft Day: yet I be-
lieve it not only poflible, but eafy to make a
defcription of that day more affeing than the fight
of that celebrated piece.

Se&. 1.  How much he excells in ‘Defcrip-
tion and Force.

AINTING in words is the ftrongeft paint-

ing; and in that art TacrTus excells to
amazement. His images are many, but clofe and’
thick ; his words are féw, but pointed and glowing;,
and even his filence is inftructive and affeéting.

How juftly does he reprefent that noble fullen-
nefs and difdain of the wite of ARM1N1US, when
brought with other captives before GERM ANICUS?
Inerant & femine nobiles, inter quas uxor Armini,
eademque flia Segeftis, mariti magis quam parentis
animo, neque vitta in lacrymas, neque voce [upplex,
compreffis intra finum manibus gravidum uterum inty-
ensy, A 1.¢.57. A circumftance of diftrefs more
moving than this laft, could not be devifed ; and
what words, or exclamations, or tears could raife
compaffion fo effetually, as the reprefentation of
a {pirit too great to weep or complain ;_of a grief
too mighty to be uttered ?

Tue March of GErRM aNIcUsand his Army
to the Foreft of Teutburg, to bury the bones of
V arvusand his Legions, there maffacred by the
Germans ; the defcription of that Camp, with the
revival of the circumftances of that tragical event ;
and the fympathy and refentments of ‘the Soldiers,
are all beautifully difplayed with great force and
brevity, with equal tendernefs and horror.

PERr MoTO ad miferationem omni qui aderat exey-
cituy ob propinguos, amicos, denique ob cafus bellorum,

C3
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& fortem bominum. Incedunt meflos locos, vifugue
ac memoria defermes.  Prima Vari caftra lato ambitu,
& dimenfis principiis, trium legionum manus oftenta-
bant : dein femiruto vallo, bumili foffa, accife  jam
reliquie confediffe intelligebantur : medio campi albentia
offa, ut fugerant, ut reftiterant, disjeéia vel aggerata :
adjacebant fragmina telorum, equorumque artus, fimul
truncis arborum antefixa ova 5 lucis propinguis barbare
are, apud quas tribunos ac primorum ordinum centy-
riones maltaverant. Cladis ejus fuperflites pugnam
aut wvincula elapfi, veferebant, bic cecidiffe legatos,
illic raptas aquilas s primum ubi vulnus Varo adaltum,
ubi infelici dextra, & fuo iEtu mortem invenerit 5 quo
tribunali concionatus Arminius ; quot patibula captivis,
ue fcrobes s ulque fignis & aquilis per fuperbiam inlu-
_%?rz't. Igitur Romanus qui aderal cxercitus, fextym
poft cladis annum, irium Legionum offa, nullo nofcente
alienas religuias an fuorum bumo tegeret, omnes ut
conjuniios, ut confanguineos, anftd in boﬁem ird, mefti
Simul & infenfi confiebant, An. 1. c. 61, 62.

Her e is eloquence and dcfcrlptxon! What can
be added, what can be taken away? His ftile is
every where warm and pathetick, and he ncver
informs the underftanding, or entertains the imagi-
nation, but he kindles the affe€tions. You are not
only convinced by his fentiments, but governed by
them, charmed with them, and grow zealous for
them. This is a trial of the power and {kill of a
writer : this the drift and glory of perfuafion and
eloquence ; and this the talent of TaciT US.

T o difplay Tyrants and Tyranny he chufes the
ftrongeft words and figures : facinora ac flagitia fua
ipfi quoque in fupplicium wverterant. Si recludantur
tyrannorum mentes, poffe adfpici laniatus & iftus;
quando ut corpora verberibus, ita [zvitia, libidine, malis
confultis, animus dilaceretur : quippe Tiberium non for-
tuna, non folitudines, protegebant, quin tormenta peito-

vis fuafque ipfe panas fateretur, An. 6. c. 6.
It
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It was his bufinefs and defign to lay open the
iniquity and horrors of their mifrule ; Jeva juffa,
continuas accufationes, fallaces amicitias, perniciem
innocentium.  You fee the bloody hands of the exe-
cutioners, Rome fwimming in the blood of her own
Citizens, and all the rage of unrelenting Tyranny 3
undantem per domos Janguinem, aut manus carnificum,
You fee the bands of accufers let loofe, nay hired to
deftroy, and breathing death and exile ; Jevitiam
oratorum accufationes minitantium: delatores per pramia
eliciebantur.  You fee the barbarous outrages of an
infolent and merciles foldiery ; cunita fanguine,
ferro, flammifgue mifcens.  You fee madmen bear
rule, thefe mad rulers governed and made worfe
by flaves, villains, and harlots ; yet all thefe mon-
fters adored, their perfons, wickednefs, and even
their fury fanctified ; iniquity exalted, virtue trod
under foot, laws perverted, righteoufnefs and truth
deprefled and banithed ; every worthy man doomed
to {caffolds, rocks, and dungeons ; the bafeft of all
men pronouncing that doom, and making a prey
or a facrifice of the beft; fedr and diftruft and trea-
chery prevailing 5 the deftroyers themfelves haunted
with the perpetual dread of deftrution, at laft over-
taken by it, yet feldom leaving better in their
room.

AL thefe melancholy fcenes you fee expofed in
colours ftrong and moving : the thoughts are great,
the phrafe elevated, and the words chafte and few.
It is all a picture : whatever he fays, you fee, and
all that you fee affe@ts you. It puzzles one to give
inftances, becaufe there are fo many in every page.
How many affecting images are there in thefe few
words near the beginning of the firft Annal ; Quo-
tufquifque religuus qui rempublicam wvidiffet 2 How
mournful too and expreffive, yet how plain are thefe
which immediately follow!™ Igitur verfo civitatis

Cs Satu,
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Satu, nibil ulguam prifci & integri moris 5 as well as
thofe 2 little before 5 rebus novis aulti tuta & pre-
Jentia, quam vetera &3 periculofa mallent.

Wi1tH what thunder and vehemence does
A r M1~ 1U s roufe the Cherufcans, his country-men,
to arms, when his wife became a captive to the
Romans, and his child a flave though yet unborn ?
Egregium patrem | magnanimum imperatorem ! fortem
exercitum | quorum tot manus unam mulierculam avexe-
rint : fibi tres Legiones, totidem legatos procubuiffe :
non enim f¢ proditione, neque adver[us feminas gravi-
das, fed palam adverfus armatos bellum trafiare,
Cerni adbuc Germanorum in lycis figna Romana.
Coleret Segeftes victam ripam, redderet filio facerdo-
zium, &c. In how few words does he comprife a
long and perplexed debate in the council held by

ERMANJCUS, how to proceed with the muti-
nous Legions! Augebat metum gnarus (fuperior excr-
citus) Romane [editionis, S fi omitteretur ripa, inva-
Surus boftis 5 ac fi auxilia & focii adverfum abfiedertes
Legiones armarentur, civile bellum [ifcipi : periculyfa
Jeveritas, flagitiofa largitio : [en nibil militi, [ei omitia
concederemtur, in ancipiti Refpullica. Igitur, Oe.

An. 1.

Seq. IIl.  Furtker inflances of tke juftncfs
of his Genius, and of his great Thouglits.

IS account of the perfecutions of GER M a-
N1cus, with his laft words and amiable
Character, makes a fine Tragedy; fo does the
Death of SENECaA ; fo does that of the Confpira-
tors againft N g ro. With what magnanimity and
calmnefs does SurprTius Asp R the Centurion
anfwer the brutal Tyrant, when afked, why he had
confpired againft his life ? non aliter tot flagitiis ejus
fubveniri potuiffe.  With what filence and firmnefs
did the Conful VesT1nus dic? thoughhe wasN Er0’s
‘ old
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old companion and friend, and unconcerned in the
confpiracy, and no crime nor accufer againft him:
wigens adbuc balneo infertur, calida agua merfatur,
nulla edita voce qua fe miferaretur. How beautiful,
how deep, and juft are his obfervations upon human
nature! Mbolles in calamitate bumani animi: mobiles
ad fuperflitionem perculfe femel mentes : cupidine ingenii
humani lubentius obfcura credi: neque morum [pernen-
dus, nifi quod paupertatem precipunm malorum. crede-
bat. Vivorum ut magna admiratio, ita cenfura diffi-
cilis : eandem wvirtutem admirantibus cui irafcebantur :
manebat admiratio viri & fama, [ed oderant. Bene-
feia eo ufgue leta funt dum videntur exfolvi poffe 5
ubi multum anteceffere, pro gratia odium redditur,
Exatto per fcelera die, noviffimum malorum fuit letitia.
Rumore populiy qui neminem fine emulo finit : minore
[pe venie, crefiit vinculum fceleris : populus novarum
rerum cupiens pavidufque : vulgus eadem pravitate
interfellum infeftatur, qua viventem foveraf,

How mafterly and protound are thofe upon Go-
vernment ! Primas dominandi [pes in arduo: ubi fis
ingreflus adeffe fludia & miniftros.  Arduum eodem
loci potentiam & concordiam effe,  Potentia cautis con-
filiis tutius babetur.  Major e longinguo reverentia.
"Principibus precipua rerum ad famam dirigendo,  In-
Jociabile regnum : cupido regui fratre & filia potior,
Scaurum cui implacabilius irafcebatur (Tiberius) filen-
119 tramifit.  Intelligcbantur artes, fed pars obfequis
in o, ne deprebenderentur.  In fumma fortuna @quius
quod validius, Thefe I do not quote as the fineft
Thoughtsin T acrTus, but only fuch as occur
to me,

He paints Thoughts and Faculties, Men and
Paffions, Tyranny and Slaves. His imagination js
boundlefs, yet never out-runs his judgment; his
wildom is folid and vaft, yet always enlivened by
his imagination. His defigning is great, his draw-
ing jult, his colouring beautiful. See the defcrip-

1528¢ tion
w0
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tion of a Peftilence at Rome, An. 16. c. 13. Domus
corporibus exanimis, itinera funeribus complebantur,
Non fexus, non @tas periculo vacua. Servitia perinde
ac ingenua plebes raptim extingui, inter conjugum &
liberorum lamenta, qui dum affident, dum: deflent,
Jepe eodem rogo cremabantur.  Equitum Senatorum-
que interitus quamvis promifcui, minus flebiles erant,
tanquam communi mortalitate [evitiam Principis pre-
venirent. Under a Tyrant, a Plague was a bleffing,

WHobut TaciTus could have faid as he does
of the antient Germans : Argentum & aurum propitii
an irati Dii negaverint, dubite? or that afterwards
of the fame people : mira diverfitate nature, cum
iidem bemines fic ament inertiam, quietem oderint ?
or that of the Sitones, a particular Clan of Gere.
mans, who were under the Government of a Wo-
man ; in tantum snon modo a libertate, [ed etiam a
Jervitute degenerant 2 Thefe are fuch inftances of
difcernment, fagacity and happy expreflion, as few
Writings can fhew. By them and a thoufand more,
it is manifeft that Tac1Tus fawevery thing in a
true and uncommon light : and his refletions are
like mirrours where human nature and govern-
ment are exhibited in their proper fize and co-
lours.

I cannot help thinking That to be a bold and
gallant, Saying of Borocarus to the Roman
General, who refufed him a manfion for himfelf and
his people in the vacant lands of Frizia; and
thence provoked him to implore the Sun and Stars :
quafi coram interrogabat, vellentne contueri inane folum?
potius mare fuperfunderent adverfus terrarum ereptores.
Deeffe nobis terram in qua vivamus s in qua moriamur
non poteff. 'What a fublime thought is that of his
concerning the Fennians? The moft favage and
wretched race this of all the wild Germans ; their
cloathing, fkins ; their bed, the earth; their food,
the grafs ; deftitute of horfes, houfes, and armf.l 3

the
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the thick branches of trees their only thelter againft
tempefts and the ravening beafts: Here they find
cradles and protection for their babes ; here live the
old men, and hither refort the young. Yet this
miferable life they prefer to that of fweating at the
plough, and to the pains of rearing houfes : they
thirft not after the fortunes of others; they have no
anxiety about preferving their own; fo that they
hoped for nothing that was not theirs, and having
nothing of their ewn, could fear to lefe nothing;
securi (fays T A c1 T us) adverjus homines, fecuri ad-
verfus deos, rem difficillimam adfecuti funt, ut illis ne
voto quidem opus fit.

Se&t. IV.  The Morality of TaciTUs, and
his [pirit virtuous and humane.

S obvious too as his other great qualities, is
A his love of Mankind, of Civil Liberty, and
of private and publick Virtue. His Book is a great
tablature of the uglinefs and horrors of Tyranny ;
of the fcandal and infamy of fervitude and debafe-
ment ; of the lovelinefs of virtue and a free {pirit 3
of the odioufnefs of vice and fycophancy. Such was
his fympathy for the fufferings and fevere lot of the
Romans under T1BER1US, that he is glad of a
digreflion from home, and keeps thence as long as
he can, to relieve his foul from attending to dome-
ftick evils 5 duabus aftatibus gefta conjunxi, quo requi-
efceret animus a domefticis malis. He grieves for the
flavith {pirit, for the ftupid tamenefs of the Romans
under the Tyranny of the deteftable NEroO. So
much Roman blood wantonly fhed by that monfter,
1s a load upon his foul, and opprefles it with forrow.
Patientia fervilis, tantumque fanguinis domi perditum,
Jatigant animum, & maflitia reftringunt.
HE delights in good times, in publick Liberty
and virtuous Reigns, and delights to praife them;
fuch

I
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fuch as thofe of NervaA and TrAJaN; rara
tempsrum  felicitate, ubi fentire que wvelis, & qua
Jentias dicere licet. In what a different ftrain does
he fpeak of the foregoing Emperors? Nobilitas,
opes, omifli geftique bonores pro crimine, & ob virtutes
certiffimum exitium. He glories however that the
worft and moft faithlefs times produced many inftan-
ces of friendthip and generous fidelity 3 non tamen
adeo virtutum flerile [eculum, ut won & bona exempla
prodiderit.

He is fond of a virtuous Character ; as that of
Lasceo: Labeo incorrupia libertate &3 ob id fama
celebratior : fuch as that of Lep1Dus; bunc ego
Lepidum temporibus illis, gravem & [apientem virum
Suiffe comperio: nam pleraque ab [evis adulationibus
alizrum, in melius flexit : and that of L. P1so chief
Ponuff s wulliu. fervilis fententie [ponte auttor. How
amiable are the Death and laft words of I.. ARruUN-
TIUs, like thofe of a Patriot, and a Prophet!
But how vile every where, and even miferable and
infecure, are Tyrants, Flatterers and the Minifters
of Iniquity ? What he fays of the firft I have quoted
above : and againft the other hear his honeft indig-
nation : tempora infefta, S adulatione fordida fuere.
Fedaque & nimia cenferent.  Adulatio perinde anceps
JSi nulla, & ubi nimia eff.  Delatores genus bominum
in exitium publicum repertum, perniciem aliis, ac po-
firemo  fibi invenere. 'What an odious infelt is
VaTtinNnius; what a horrible villain TiceELLI-
N Us ;3 what infamous fycophants are Ca p 1T 0 and
ViTeLrrus; and what a fhocking paricide is
SerEeNuUS, the accufer of his father and a general
accufer ?

Sect.
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Sett. V. The Sthe of Tacitus, how per-
tinent and happy : his Obfturity, a charge
of the moderns only.

ESIDES the grandeur and dignity of his

phrafe, he is remarkable for a furprifing bre-
vity + but let his words be ever fo few, his thought
and matter are always abundant. His expreffion is
like the drefs of Poppr£a SaBIN A, defcribed by
himfelf'; wvelata parte oris ne [atiaret ajpefium, veb
quia fic decebat.  He ftarts the Idea, and leaves the
Imagination to purfue it. ‘The fample he gives you
is fo fine, that you are prefently curious to fee the
whole piece, and then you have your fhare in the
merit of the difcovery ; a compliment which fome
able Writers have forgot to pay to their Readers.
I cannot help thinking Mr. Lock £ a great deal too
wordy, and that the plainnefs of his propofitions, as
well as their ftrength, fuffers often by an explanation
over-diffufe. Dr. TrrroTson’s ftile is much
better, indeed very fine, but takes up too much
room ; it is likely he chofe it as fit for popular dif-
courfes 3 fince it is plain from the vivacity of his
Parts, and the many fine turns found in his Writin
that he could have been very fententious. Thefe two
great names are by no man reverenced more than
T reverence them, and without malignity I mention
them, as I do that of the worthy Lord CLA R EN-
pon, whofe language is weighty, and grave, but
encumbred and even darkened, I might fay flattened,
with a multiplication of words.

STivLE is a part of Genius, and TAaQITUS
had one peculiar to himfelf, a fort of a language of
his own, one fit to exprefs the amazing vigour of
his fpirit, and that redundancy of rcﬂeflions which
for force and frequency are to be equalled by no
Writer before or fince.  Befidgs, the courfe and

fluency
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fluency of his Narration, is almoft every where
broken by perfons whom he irfoduces fpeaking and
debating ; infomuch that a great part of his Hiftory
comes out of the mouths of other people, and in
expreflions {uitable to their feveral Charaters.
It is plain too that the older he grew, the more he
pruned and curtailed his Stile ; for his Hiftories are
much more copious and flowing than his Annals :
and thus what has been by others reckoned a fault,
was in him the effett of his judgment. Neither
were his Works intended for the populace ; but for
fuch as governed States, or fuch as attended to the
conduct of Governors; nor, were the Stile and
Latin ever fo plain, would they ever be underftood
by fuch asdonot. As PLuTarcu came to un-
derftand the Roman Tongue by underftanding their
Affairs; TaciTusis to be known by knowing
human nature, and the elements and mechaniim of
Government.

IT is madnefs to wifh for the manner and redun-
dancy of Livy in the Writingsof TaciTus.
They wrote at different times, and of Governments
differently formed. T a c17Tus had tranfactions of
another fort to defcribe, and other forts of men ;
(for by Government men are changed) ; the crooked
arts of policy, the falfe fmiles of power, the jea-
loufy, fury and wantonnefs of Princes uncontrolled ;
the flattery of the grandees; the havock made by
the accufers, and univerfal debafement of all men:
matter chiefly for refletion, complaints and re-
buke! Nobis in arto, & inglorius labor : mefie
urbis res, &c. Li1vy had another field and more
fcope; the Hiftory of a Commonwealth rifing,
forming and conquering ; perpetual victories and
matter of panegyrick ; and his pen flowed like the
profperity of the State.  Ingentia bello, expugnationes
urbium, fufos captofque reges, difcordias Confulum

adverfus Tribunos, agrarias frumentariafgue leges,
plebss
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plebis € optimatium certamina, libere egreffic memo-
rabat, An. 4. 32. Doubtlefs he could have adopted
another Stile it he would, perhaps the ftileof L1 vy,
as I think this very quotation thews ; but T Ac1-
Tus had another view and different topicks ; nor
would another ftile, the eafy and numerous ftile of
Livy, have anfwered his purpofe. I fancy too
that no body who knows T ac1Tus, would with
him to have written in a ftrain different from what
he has done. There are charms in his manner and
words, as well as in his thoughts, and he wears the
only drefs that would become him.

It 1s amazing that this obfcurity of his fhould
never be mentioned by any of the Antients who
mention him. It is a fault difcovered by the Mo-
derns, though, in my opinion, common to him with
other Claffical Writers; nor has he puzzled the
Commentators more than Horacke, Cicero,
Priny, SavriusT, & His Latin is truly pure
and claffical ; he has few or no words which had
not been ufed by approved writers, nor does he
often give new ideas to old words. If his Works
were no wife obfcure to men of fenfe when he com-
pofed them, as we have no reafon to think; it is
infolence and folly in us to reckon his obfcurity a
fault. It is a dead language which he writes in,
and he wrote feventeen hundred years ago. When
Tacitus the Emperor direted copies of his
Books to be placed in all the Libraries, and for
their better prefervation, to be tranfcribed ten times
every year, he ordered no Grammarian to explain
his abftrufe places ; though the Hiftorian had been
thendead near two hundred years. Great Writers are
In their manner and phrafe a Law and Authority to
themfelves ; and not confined to the Rules that fill
the heads or grammars of {mall wits and pedants.
M ILToN hasa ftile of his own, and rules for
writing of his own ; and who that taftés his genius

would
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would wifh him more fathionable and exa&, or to
have written otherwife. I am even pleafed withthe
Jarrings of Mi1r Ton’s phrafes. But here I chiefly
mean his poetical ftyle. Of his profe I thall make
mention hereafter.

WHEN the fubject varies, fo thould the ftile:
that of TaciTus is marvelloufly fuited to his
fubje¢t and defign; had it been more familiar, it
had neither been fo juft nor fo beautiful. To me
nothing is more fo than the manner of Tac1iTUS
his words and phrafes are admirably adapted to his
matter and conceptions, and make impreffions fud-
den and wonderful upon the mind of man. The
doleful condition of the Emperor ViTeLL1UsS,
when deferted by his fortune and all men, is ftrong
and tragical as imagination and words can make
it. Terret folitudo & tacentes lociy tentat claufa s
inborrefcit vacuis 5 feflufque mifero errore, & py-
denda latebra femet occultans, a Tribuno protrabitur,
Vintle pone tergum manusy laniata vefle, fedum
Jpectaculum ducebatur, multis increpantibus, he adds,
nullo inlachrymante 5 and the reafon he gives for this,
is judicious and fine ; dqu mitas exitus mifericordiam
abftulerat.  What follows is in the fame affecting
ftrain; as are the firft fenfible approaches of his
calamity.  Vitellius, capta urbe, Aventinum in domum
uxoris cellula defertur, wut fi diem latebra vitaviffe
Terracinam—perfugeret :  dein mobilitate ingenii, (&
gue natura pavoris eff, cum omnia metuenti, pre-
Jentia maxime difplicerent, in palatium regreditur,
waftum deferinmque ; dilapfis etiam infimjs fervorum,
aut occurfum ejus declinantibus.

W Ho would blame T acrTus for a paucity of
words, when he conveys fo many images in fo few ?
Is babitus animorum fuit, ut peffimum facinus ande-
yent pauci, plures vellent, omnes paterentur 2 Where
can there be a happier expreflion than that concerning

HaLBa, when the Empire was already rent from
2 ‘him,
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kim, and he knew it not? Ignarus interim Galba &
Jacris intentus,  fatigabat alieni jam  imperii deos.
When Otno, proclaimed Emperor by no more
than three and twenty Soldiers, was advancing td
the Camp, & paucitate falutantizm trepidus s the
behaviour and acquiefcence of thofe he met in his
way are accounted for with furprifing brevity and
jultnefs ; alii confcientia, plerigue miraculo 5 gars cla-
more & gladiis, pars filentio, animum ex cventu fump-
turi. ‘There is infinite pathos in what he fays of
the Omens and Phanomena, which were obfeived
during the Civil Wars, and the ftrife of Princes;
cwlo terrague prodigia, & felminum monitus, & futu-
rovum prefagia leta, trytia, ambigua, manifefta,
What can be more folemn, founding and fublime,
even in LucreT1ivus? When Nero was dif=
gracing himfelf and the Roman State, by debafing
his perfon to that of a player upon the publick
Stage ; how pathetically is the behaviour and fpirit
of Burrus defcribed in a few words 5 adftabat
Burrus merens & laudans!

Sett. VI A general Character of Fis Works.

HERE is noend of {pecimens and exam-

pless itis all over a wonderful Book, full of
wifdom, full of virtue ; of aftonithing ftrokes of
geaius and fuperior fenfe.  Yet he {eems not to value
himfelf upon his great thoughts ; the fineft things
fall from him like common things; he fays them
naturally, and never dwells upon one, becaufe he
has always more to utter. 'When he has ftruck your
Imagination, and you want teo {tand ftill and rumi-
nate, you have no time ; he draws, or rather forces
you forward, and the next thought ftrikes you as
much; fo does the third, and all of them; and
you go on reading and wondering, yct withing for
leifure to ponder and recolleét. But he gives you
Vor L. D neng ;3
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none 3 for, from firft to laft the prefent reflection is
always the beft.

“Tis all of it eternal good fenife, and will tear an
eternity of time and cenfure. It is no wife 2kin to
your pretty trifles of humour and fancy, chat juft
tickle the imagination, but go no deeper, and pleafe
for a day. His beauties are folid, and upon the
ftricteft examination difcover no paint or tinfel 3 his
wifdom and inftrution are inexhaufliblz, and his
works confequently an everlafting feaft. I have feen
feveral performances of tolerable length and notable
reputation, all derived from fo many fhort fenten-
cesof T a c11us, well wiredrawn and paraphrafed.
He is indeed a fund for Writers who have difcre-
tion and ftile, but want depth.

There is a fine fhort Character of T acrTUs
n Owen’s Epigrams ;

Veracem fecit probitas, natura fagacem,
Obfcurum brevitas te, gravitafgue brevem. Ep. 157,

Sc&. VII. TAacitus vindicated from the
imputation of deriving events from coun-
Jels too fubtle and malevolent.

E is accufed too of over-much fubtilty and

refining, and of deriving the actions of his
Princes, even the moft innocent and plaufible, from
erooked defigns, and a bafe heart ; and of imputing
to craft and politicks what was often no more than
the effeét of inclination and paffion: A charge in
my opinion intirely groundlefs. TaciTus de-
fcribes things and men as they are, fhews parti-
culars acting agreeably to their charaters, their
firuation and views ; and reprefents counfels flowing
from fuch fources only as were likely to produce
them. Let us examine his reign of T18 E R 1 s for
which he is chiefly cenfured.

THE
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TucE firt feat of this reign, was the murder
of Acrippra, the grandfon of AvcusTus.
Ti1BEri1vUs ordered it, and denied it, and threat-
ned the Centurion who was the exccutioner, that he
fhould anfwer for it to the Senate. This is the
account given by Tacrtus, and the fame is given
by Suerton1vus; the former adds, that it was
done from jealoufy of State, and for the removal
of a Rival ; and what other reafon is to be given ?
for he had thewn how improbable it was that the
fame had been ordained by Avcustus, though
this was pretended, as SUEToNIUS too teftifies.
Nor was any thing more natural than his apprehen-
fionsof GErRM aNTICUS, a young Prince popular
above all men, and at the head of a great army,
who wanted him for their Emperor in the room of
Tieeri1vus. This is matter of fa&t, and well
attefted. Now where is the extreme refining, to
reprefent T1BER 1U s as contriving to remove fuch
a dangerous man, one of fuch good pretences and
powerful intereft, firft from his faithful Legions,
and then from home, for ever; though at the fame
time he flattered him, extolled him, and heaped
honours upon him? All this is but the common
road of fuch Courts; when they have the fame de-
figns and fears. Is it not ufual in Turkey to load a
Bathaw with Imperial Prefents, to beftow upon him
fome great Government, and to murder him before
he arrive at it? .

I's not power a jealous and artificial thing, full
of fears and wiles; andisnot T1BEr1Us allowed
by all men to have been a Prince of infinite diftruft,
craft, and cruelty ? What meant he by making great
men Governors of Provinces, and yet never fuffering
them to go thither for a courfe of years, nor even
out of Rome, though they ftill held the name?
What meant he by continuing others in the aétual
poflefion of Provinces for a long tra& of years, nay

D2 frequently
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frequently to the end of their life? Was it not his
diftruft of the former ; and that as to the latter, he
could not make a fafer choice, and therefore was
afraid to choofe any? Yet Tacirus, far from
diving into his Politicks in this matter, or being
fubtle and dogmatical about it, gives you the fen-
-timents of othe:s 5 alii tedio nove cure, femel placita
pro a@tersis fervaviffe.  Quidam, invidia, ne plures
fruerentur.  Sunt qui exiftimant, ut callidum ejus in-
genium, ilta anxium judicium 3’ neque enim eminentis
virtutes feabatur, & rurfum vitia cderat: ex optimis
periculum fibiy a peffimis dedecus publicum metuebat,
‘Never was arly thing faid more impartial, never any
thing more juft ahd folid. From the doubles and
even contradi¢tions that poffefs the hedrt of man,
the conduét of men will be perplexed and contra-
ditory. It is allowed that alieni appetens, fui pro-
fufus, was a juft branch in the Character of Ca T 1-
L1NE, and is reckoned one of the beauties and
ftrong places in SaLrusT. Without petadven-
ture, as beautiful, and ftrong, and juft, is this
of TaciTus; neque eminentis <irtutis fclaba-
tur, & rurfum 2itia ederat ; the reafon too affigned
for it, is equally juft and fine; ex optimis gericulum
fibiy a peflimis dedecus publicum metuebat. Is not
this accounting, from the principles of nature and
felf-prefervation, for the conduct and politicks of
Tiser1vs? Many of his ations and meafures,
recounted by T aciTus, are fupported by collateral
evidence, by SuveTonius, Priny, Dion
Cassius, and others; many by them omitted
are by him related, with fuch probability, and fo
perfectly refemble the reft of his conduct, that we
muft deny T1BERIUS to have been fuch a Prince
as all men agree he was, or believe the account of

him given by TaciTUus.
H1s difimulation was conftant and notorious.
In the very beginning, while he confidently alted
as
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as Emperor, with all the pomp and might of Ma-
jefty, he openly refufed the Empire ; Principatum
(fays SUETONIUS) quamuis neque occupare con-
feftim, neque agere dubiraffet, vi &3 [pecie dominationis
affumpta, diy tamen recufavit impudentiffimo animo
Such fevere language as this is not given him by
TaciTus.

Does TaciTus reprefent him as hating and
fearing the great Romans, and illuftrious Senators ?
And do not other Hiftorians 3 do not the facts them-
felves prove 1t? Was he not continually deftroying
them, till they were almoft all deftroyed? Of the
twenty Grandees particularly (principum Civitatis)
whom he defired of the Senate, for his Confidents
and Counfellors, he left not above two or three alive;
all the reft were by treachery and feigned crimes cut
off by him : Horum omnium vix duos aut tres incolu-
mes prajlitit 3 celeros, alium alia de caufa perculit,
faysSveronius. Is Tacrrus therefore too
refined, in difcovering what falts demonftrate? Is
itnot SUETONIUS too who fays, Multa fpecie
gravitatis, ac morum corvigendorum, [ed magis nature
chtemperans, Jeve & atrociter faflitavit 2 ¢ It was
¢ ufual with him, to do altions exceeding barba-
rous and mercilefs, yet ail under thew of Juftice,
and the rcforming of Manners; but in reality
from the inftigation of his own cruel fpirit.” Is
SvrToni1us alfo over {ubtle, the Hiftorian in the
world the moft plain, and feldom aiming at a rez
fletion? For what reafon did he fuffer the bounda=
ries of the Empire to be invaded, and Provinces to
be feized by the Barbarians, but from fear of trufting
any great Officer with the conduct of the War ?

TuaT he affeéted to derive all power from the
Senate, yet left them but the thadow of authority,,
and was even jealous of that thadow, is facredly
true. It was even patural ; and wanted no refining,
to difcover it. Did not CrRoMw g L do the fame?

S D 3 And
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And are not all men willing to have their power,
however lawlefs, legitimated, and the odium of
their alls of violence transferred upon others? Will
any one fay, that the Senate liked his alts of So-
vereignty, his frequent impeachments of their Mem-
bers, often the beft and moft innocent, and his
obliging them to condemn, (for he that dares not
refufe is forced to confent) and his leaving every

articular in continual dread of being the next ;
which was a farther motive in each to hatred and
complaifance ? He knew he had earned their hate,
reputante fibi publicum odium. Is it likely now that
he loved them, or that there was or could be fince-
rity or confidence on either fide? What did his
retirement in the Ifle of Caprez, with his perpetual
abfence from Rome, infer, but continual diftroft of
the Senate and People? Juft before he expired, he
was haftening from a ramble vpon the Continent,
back to his Den, won temere quidguam nifi ex tuto
aufurus 5 to take meafures of vengeance againft the
Senate, for that he had read in their acs, that they
had difcharged certain perfons accufed, though he
had writ to the Senate, that they were only named
by the informer 3 pro contempto fe babitum fremens,
repetere Capreas quogue modo dzftinavit, non temere,
&c. This too is related by SueToN1Us, Itis
certain the Senate were to all thefe Tyrants a con-
ftant mark of jealoufy and hate ; and fome of them,
particularly Car1cura and N ro, had propo-
fed to extirpate that venerable Affembly, by mur-
dering the whole Body.

Se&. VIII.  More Proofs of the Candour
and Veracity of TaciTUS.

ACITUS makes T1eER1Us no worfe than

he was, hardly fo bad. That he doomed
almoft his whole family to exile, famine, or the
execu-
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executioner 5 that his cruel fufpicion and diftruft
extended even to women, even to his mother, nay
to children, relations and ftrangers, to names, no-
bility, and all men, is undeniable. Nor does
T aciTus relate any part of the conduct or poli-
ticks of TIBER1US, but what evidently refults
either from the nature of the man, or the nature
of his power. He frequently fpeaks well of that
Prince; and ill he could not avoid fpeaking, if he
fpoke of him at all. Nay the whole fixth chapter
of the fourth Annal, is a fine panegyrick upon the
moderation and wifdom of his Government for eight
years before : publica negotia, & privatorum maxima,
apud patres traltabantur 5 dabaturque primoribus dif-
Jerere, & in adulationem lapfos cobibebat ipfe 5 mar-
dabatque bonores, mobilitatem majorum, claritudinem
militie, inluftres domi artes [peclando: ut [atis con-
Sflaret non alios potiores fuiffe. Sua confulibus, fua
pratoribus [pecies 5 minorum quoque magiftratuum exer-
cita poteflas s legefque, fi majefiatis queftio eximeretur,
bono in ufir, £c.

WwuaT ¢gn be fairer than this? and do not other
Hiftorians agree that he grew worfe and worfe :
that he had long fmothered his vices, and was, firft
and laft, a complete diffembler ? And is it juft upon
Tacrtus, to accufe him of difplaying the
fubtleties and craft of a Prince, who was all craft
and fubtlety ? Does he not give us the good and bad
of his charatter, and frequently defend it? Does he
not fay of him, in oppofition to popular opinion and
report, non crediderim ad oftentandam fevitiam, mo-
vendafque populi offenfiones conceflam filio materiam 5
quanquam id quogue diftum eft ? An, 1. c. 76,

DoEs he not reprefent T1BER1US elfewhere
as mollifying a rigorous fentence of the Senate, for
banifhing a criminal to a barren and defolate Ifland,
and arguing that to whomfoever they granted life,

* they ought to grant the conveniences of life ; dandos
' D4 vite
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vite ufus, cui vita concederetur ? Does he not reprefent
him in another place abfolutely refufing a new accef-
fion of power, and arguing againit it, like a Republi-
can ; yet charges him there with no diflimulation ?
In Tacitus you have no falfe colouring,
no true worth hlemifhed, no bad qualities difguifed 5
but fair reprefentations and equal juftice. Ti1BE-
R1us is a dangerous Prince, extremely falfe, ex-
tremely cruel ; but he has many abilities, and fome
good qualities. He is prudent in moderating ‘he
excefles of others, where he was not inftig. «d by
his own perfonal anger; prudens moderandi, ubi
proprid ird nen imgpelleretur.  He loved power with-
out bounds ; yct was conftant and refoiute in re-
jeéting pompos honours s fperuenais honeribus vali-
dus: a great Tyrant, but a Prince obferving the
rules of primitive parcimony ; anfigue | arcimoni@
princeps : furioufly jealous of prerogaiive; yet the
laws, where procefics of treafon interfered not, we.re
in proper force; leges, fi majcflatis quaftio exime-
retur, 50710 in ufy. Heis inflexible in his vengcance,
and where-ever his jealoufy or anger ‘&nters, there
terrible tragedies are fure to follow ;3 yct the po-
pular imputation of his poifoning his fon, is by
TaciTus expofed as incredible and fabulous;
with many the like inftances of eminent impar-
tiality. He gives fair quarter to the Man, but none
to the T'yrant.
To Cravupi1vus, a ftupid Prince, and almoft
a changeling, who had no judgment, no averfion of
his own, but only fuch as were infufed and managed
by others, he allows a fhare of fenfe at intervals;
a])l’ows that he did fome reafonable things, gave
good advice ta the Prince of Parthia ; and wanted
not elegance in his {fpeeches, when his {peeches were
premeditated. He owns the {pirit of Sovereignty
to be jealous and unfociable ; but as an exception
from this rule, mentions the amiable friendf{hip and
unian
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union between GErRM aNIcus and DrRusus, in
the Court of Treer1Us, though their different
interefts had rent the whole Court into factions. He
owns the friendthip of Drusus, for the chiidren
of GErmanNi1cCUs; though the participation of
power, and the union of hearts, are feldom com-
patible.

The fame fair temper and truth he obferves in
the Conduét and Charalter of GarLea, OTHo,
and even of Nero and ViTeLLIUs; and it
was his bufinefs and defign to lay open the iniquity
and horrors of their mifrule.

THEese are fome of the objeGtions made to the
Writings of TaciTus, and I think with extreme
injuftice.  His Critics are more fubtle than he;
they are falfe refiners, who for the reputation of fa-
gacity, make fingular remarks, and ferve him as
they fay he did Treer1us; they pervert and
blacken his defigne, and are too curious to be equita-
ble. TaciTus, with a mafterly difcernment,
unravels the myfterious conduct of T1BERIUSS
1t is from awe of his Mother, it is from fear of
GerMAaNICUS, it is from jealoufy of the Gran-
dees, and with defign to amufe and humour, or
to deceive them all, that he rules and aéts with fuch
temper and moderaiion, againft the bent and pride
of his nature always imperious and tyrannical. But
when he had well eftablifhed himnfelf ; when GE r-
MANIicus was dead ; when his Mother too was
gone ; when he Liad cruthed fome of the Grandees,
and terrified all; and efpecially when he was far
from the eyes of Rome, is it not moft true, that he
then gave a loofe to all the excefles of vilenefs and
cruelty ?  cunfa fimul witia, male diu diffimulata,
tandem profudir. It is not Tac1Tus who fays
this.

Was he not continually mocking and deluding
the Senate ? Firft he would by no means accept the

2 Emgire,
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Empire, at a time when he was actually in poflef-
fion ; fometimes he was weary of it, and would
needs refign at every turn. Before he quitted the
City, he was for vifiting the Provinces, and for this
purpofc many preparations were made, and high
expettation raifed ; then, when he had retired to
Caprez, he was continually amufing them with his
immediate return to Rome, nay begged one of the
Confuls to guard him. He carried the deceit {o far,
that he often vifited the Continent, and the very
‘Walls and Gardens about Rome 5 but never once
returned to Rome, nor vifited the Provinces,
nor had a thought of refigning. The Common-
wealth was always in his mouth, even when he was
atting the Tyrant moft ; he profefled eminent mo-
deration while he was meditating alts of cruelty s
and in inftances of injuftice and rigour, pleaded law
and mercy.

H1s malice in leaving fo wicked a Succeflor ap-
pears more from SvErTonius than from Ta-
ciTvus, who allows him to have had fome thoughts
of appointing another ; but the former teftifies
exprefly, that TiBERIUS was wont to foretel
what a devouring Dragon he reared for the Roman
people, and what a Pua EToN orincendiary to
the whole earth. TaciTus is vouched by Sve-
Ton1Ius in what he fays was reported for the
motive which determined AvcusTus to adopt
T1BERIUS; ambitione traftum, ut tali fucceffore
confiderabilior ipfe quandoque fieret. Suet. in Tiber.
¢.21. ‘The fame too is teftified by D1on Cas-
S1Us,

Sect.



DISCOURSES #pon TACITUS, 43

Sc&. IX. Mr. BAYLE's unjuft cenfure of
Tacitus; and how well the latter knew
and obferved the Laws of Hiftory.

R. Bavvye in his Diffionary in the Arti-

cle of Tacitus, quotes fome paffages out of
a Book entitled Anonymiana, (a very foolith book)
where TaciTus is criticized as above, and ap-
proves thofe paflages. This is the lefs matter of
wonder to me, for that Mr. Ba v L g, with all his
immenfe learning, acutenefs, and candour, had a
ftrange and unnatural biafs to abfolute Monarchy,
though he had fled from the fury of it, and taken
refuge in a free State. A proof this that great
weaknefs cleaves to the greateft minds; and who
can boaft an exemption from prejudices, when a
fpirit fo fignally difinterefted and philofophical as
that of Ba vLt was not exempted ! He himfelf
faysof TaciTus, qi’il y a bien & reprendre dans
Paffesiation de fon langage, € dans celle de rechercher
les motifs fecrets des altions, & de les tourner wvers le
criminel. ‘That this charge is groundlefs T have al-
ready proved. Much lefs to be regarded is the
authority of Mr. St. EvRemonD in his cenfure
upon TacrTus: his obfervations are without
depth, to fay no worfe ; nor have I found in his
Works any political obfervations remarkable for
folidity and force. What he has faid of the Ro-
mans, is fuperficial, and often wrong.

TaciTus knew perfectly the Laws of Hiftory,
and blames the paffionate and partial accounts given
by thofe who defcribed the fame reigns; fince
thofe of them which were written during the lives
of the Princes, were falfified through dread of their
Tyranny, and when dead, through deteftation of
their late crucltes. He had no motive to be

partial ;
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partial ; free as he was from affection, free from
refentment.  He knew that truth uncorrupted was
the Bufinefs of an Hiftorian, and that perfonal af-
fection and hate thould have no thare in the work ;
nec amore qrifguam, {5 fine odio dicendus eft. Of
GarBa, OTHo, and ViTrrrrus he fays,
that to him they were known by ro mark either of
favour or diskindnefs. The fame is true of A vu-
cusTUus, T1BERIUS, CaLiGUuLA,CLAU-
pivs, and Nero. Hz thews how the truth was
corrupted, firft by flattery, then by refentment
and profefles to be far from either. I think he is
as good as his word.

Set. X. An Apolozy for the wrong account
by Tacitus given of the / s and
Chriftians, and for his difregard of the
Religion then received.

HERE are other accufutions againft T a-
crTus: hehas mifreprefented the Jewsand
Chriftians, and wanted Religion.

ConcernNiING the Jews, he followed the
tradition and accounts “current amongt the Ro-
mans. He tells you what different relations there
were, and neither adds any thing, nor mlfrepre-
fents things malicioufly. It was an obfcure State,
generally ‘enflaved to fome greater power ; to the
Affyrians, ZEgyptians, Grecians, and then to the
Romans ; and contemned by all, as much as they
themfelves hated all.  They had not common mercy
or charity toward the Gentiles and uncircumciied 3
and being perfuaded that the Almighty loved (mly
themfelves, they fancied that he abhor red, and there-
fore they abhorred, the whole human race befides :
fo that it was faid by TacrTus too truly, adver-
Sus omnes alios boftile edium. They were likewife
ever folicitous to hide their myfteries from the

cyes
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eyes of the Heathens, and could not blame them
for not knowing what was not to be known, Yet
he was not ill informed in fome inftances, efpe-
cially in their fpiritual notions of the Deity, with
their averfion to Images, and to the adoration of
the Emperors : nulla fimulacra urbibus fuis 5 non re-
gibus bec adulstio, non Celaribus howor.

O r the Gofpel it is manifeft he knew nothing ; he
could not elfe have made fo ugly a picture of thofe
who profeffcd it; for it is not likely that the
Chriftians were yet fo degenerated as to difgrace
the Chriftian Religion. Tacrtus wanted an
opportunity to be better informed. That Religion,
as it began among the lower fort of people, had
not probably hitherto gained many profelytes of
name and quality, to countenance and recommend
it to men of figure. Tacr1Tus confidered it like
a Statefman, as a new Se& inconfiftent with the
Laws of Rome, and threatning civil tumults and
innovations. It is probable too he had heard and
credited the calumnies then ufually thrown upon the
manners and meetings of that people. Nor after
the beft inftrution could he have become a Believer
without the illumination of the Spirit; which, it is
plain, was withheld from him: and, without a
change of heart, it was impofifible for him to con-
ceive the Refurrection of the dead, and the Cru-
cifixion of the Son of God. Yet he does them the
Juftice to vindicate them from the obloquy of Nkero,
and expofes the barbarity of their treatment by that
Tyrant,

F o ® his difregarding the Religion then received,
when I confider what forts of abfurdities the Pagans
held for Religion, I cannot fo much blame him.
It was a, worthip paid to Deities altogether frantick
and impure, by facrifices and follies ridiculous and
vain 5 and both their Worfhip and their Gods were
invented by the cunning or delufion of men. It

confifted
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confifted in no purification of heaft, nor amend-
ment of morals ; the things which men anad focie-
ties require; but in founds, gefticulation, and the
blood of beafts ; not in truth and fenfe, in benevo-
lence and rectitude of mind ; but in lying oracles,
unaccountable myiteries, and a raving imagination ;
fometimes in profeffed aéts of lewdnefs ; often in
thofe of fury and madnefs ; always in fuch as were
foreign from real virtue, and the reftraining of the
paffions. Public calamities were never thought to
be brought down by public depravity and vice,
nor to be averted or removed by public reforma-
tion. 'The Gods were not offended but by the omif-
fion, or wrong performance of {ome ceremony or
grimace 3 and by grimace and ceremony they were
to be appeafed. And when the Deities were deemed
to be endowed with the peevithnefs and caprices of
children and apes, or the phrenzy of lunatics,
what man of fenfe could reverence them, or believe
in them ? It would not have redounded to the re-
putation of his fenfe, if he had. Where Religion
is pure Superftition, and the belief of it abfolutely
groundlefs and blind ; where its Rites are fanciful,
foolifh, and unmanly, as the Religion, and Gods,
and Worfhip of the Pagans were 5 it would have
been a revolt from common Reafon to have had any
fuch Religion. We know how freely Cicsro
deals with their Gods.

IT is true that thefe great men of Rome, who
either had no notion of Religion, or one quite op-
pofite to that publicly received and practifed, re-
garded it as far as it was interwoven with the con-
ftitution of the State, and fubfervient to the ends
of Government: yet they fuffered their Poets,
efpecially the dramatic Poets, to treat their Gods
with fevere jefts and fatire. They feemed to be of
Tiseri1vs’s mind, Deorum injurias diis cure s
that is, to leave to the Gods the avenging of in-

dignities



Discoursts upon TACITUS. 47

dignities done to the Gods. Men were punifhed for
their libelling particulars, people of condition, and
efpecially Magiftrates ; but to ridicule and Jampoon
the Deities, Jurpitek himfelf, even upon the
Stage, was a matter of impunity and diverfion.

Trueir Religion therefore confifting in Rituals,
a man might be very rcligious with a very de-
bauched and libertine Spirit.  Cultor deorum parcus
§9 infrequens, is a complaint made by Horace
of himfelf, but does not feem to infer much hea-
venly-mindednefs, nor a departure from his impure
pleafures.  One might, on the contrary, be exatly
good and juft, nay the pattern of Virtue, and a
public patriot, without any tincture of their Reli-
gion. Such was CaTo the Cenfor, fuch Epi1-
curvus, and fuch was TacrTus. He thought
that either there was no Providence (for his mind
wavered between the doftrine of neceffity and that
of chance) or fuch a Providence as he could have
well {pared 5 non effe cure Deis fecuritatem noftram,
effe wultionem. But this bold reproach upon the
Deities, he uttered after his heart, zealous for the
good of his Country, had been heated by a terrible
detail of her Calamities.

NoRr indeed, according to the ideas conceived
of thefe odd Beings, fo eafily humoured and pro-
voked, could one fay much good of them, or ex-
pet it from them. In the reigh of Nxro he
enumerates many prefages, from which, as from
fignals divinely fent, great changes for the better
were inferred ; but all vanithed into air and difap-
pointment 5 prodigia crebra & inrita interceffere, &c.
Hence he argues, that all thefe omens happened fo
apparently without any diretion or interpofition of
the Gods, that, for many years after, N £ r 0 rioted
in power and wickednefs.

WHaTEVER were the fpeculations of our Au-
thor about Religion, his Morality is ftrong and

pure,
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pure, full of benevolence to human fociety, full of
every generous paflion, and every noble principle 3
a terrible rebuke to iniquity, vice and bafenefs, in
all ftations and fhapes ; and one continued leffon of
wifdom and virtue.  Thefe are the excellencies
which in civil life recommend Books and Men ;
thefe the excellencies which recommend Tacis
T Us; excellencies which he has carried as high as
the utmoft efforts of human genius could carry
them. Mr. Bavvre fays, Ses dunales & fon Hi-
Jire font quelgue chofe admirable, & Pun des plus
grands efferts de Pefprit bumain 5 foit que Pon y con-
Sfidere la jingularité du ffz'/e, Jit que Pon s'attache a
la beauté des penfes, €5 a cet beureux pmezzu avee le-
quel il a fpu peindie los difpuifemens &G les fourberies
des politigues, & le foible des pajfioss.

Nor does he thew more zbiliries than probity,
as aftonithing as his abilities were 3 and having fo
much, what more did he want for his defign? or
what more could we with in him? Which 1s the
better inftruCtor, he who has ftore of fuith, but wants
virtue, and abounds not in good fenfe 5 or he who
wants the firft, buc abounds in knowledge and the
rules of righteoufnefs? It is for this we confult
TaciTus, not for his Theological Speculations.
How do his meraphyfical notions impede his excel-
lencies as an Hiftorian and Pelitician y or his mif-
takes in one thing, lefltn his difcernment and ve-
racity in another ?

AccorDING tothe accounts of our beft Tra-
vellers concerning China, the Mandarins who are
the Nobility of the country, the Learned, and fach
as hold the Magiftracy, have no religion at all,
their governing principle is publick {pirit; their
principal ftudy the good of the State ; and they are
noted tfor politenefs and virtue. The Bonzes or
Priefts, on the contrary, pretend to extraordinary
‘devotion ; but are vicious, fordid, bafe, and void

of
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of every virtue private or public. Here is an in-
ftance of a Monarchy the moft thriving of any upon
earth, or that ever was upon earth ; an Empire that
contains more people than half the reft of the globe,
thefe people full of induftry and arts; yet admi-
niftred by men who are of no particular Religion,
or Se&, but are guided by the natural lights of Rea-
fon and Morality ; nor knows it a greater blot and
difgrace than the vile lives of its Priefts and Reli-
isus.

$ Acainst thisinftance fet another, that of the
Pope’s Dominions, the center of the Romifh Reli-
gions ; where holy men fway all things, and have
engrofled all things 5 where tortures and flames keep
out Infidels and Heretics, and every man who
thinks awry ; and where the champions for devotion,
fo called, protect the Church, and feed themflves.
Now where but here thould one look for the marks of
opulence, eafe, and plenty, and public happinefs, if
by an Adminiftration of Priefts and Devotees, public
happinefs were advanced ? But behold a diferent and
melancholy {cene! Countries fertile, but defolate 3
the people ignorant, idle, and ftarving, and all
the marks and weight of Mifery !

DoEs not this merit refle€tion, that a Church
blended and debauched with exceflive wealth and
power, is worfe, a thoufand times worfe than none 3
and that the mere light of nature and reafon is many
degrees more conducive to the temporal weltare of
humankind, than a Religicn or Church which is
purely lucrative and felnth?> Were the Romifh
Church, or any other Church that teaches pains
and penalties ; any that exalts Ecclefiallics into
power, and leaves them the fword, or wuilus it for
them, once eftablithed in China 5 there world in a
little time be a1 end of their incredible numbers 3
and it would foon feel the cruel curfe atte: iag the
change, In this fentiment 1 am vouched by that

E polite
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polite Writer, and candid Prelate, Dr. TrLr0 T
soN : ¢ Better it were, fays he, there were no re-
¢¢ vealed Religion, and that human nature were
¢¢ left to the conduct of its own principles and in-
¢¢ clinations, which are much more mild and mer-
¢ ciful, much more for the peace and happinefs of
¢ human fociety ; than to be alted by a Religion
¢ that infpires men with fo wild a fury, and prompts
¢ them to commit fuch outrages.” Serm. Vol. I.
. 206.

Make another comparifon between two particu-
culars, a Heathen guided by reafon, and a Chri-
ftian by paffion and falfe zeal ; between T aci1-
Tus and St. JErRom 3 behold the politenefs, can-
douy, eternal truth, and good fenfe in the one;
mark the rathnefs and enthufiafm, the fiercenefs and
falfhood of the other. So much ftronger were the
paffions and infincerity of this gréat Saint, than the
impreflions of the Chriflian Religion, which is all
meeknefs and candour ; nay, he often makes it a
ftale for his fury, forgeries, and implacable ven-
geance, I meddle not with his ftrange maxims,
fome foolith, fome mad, many impracticable, and
others turbulent and feditious. In T aciTus you
have the good fenfe and breeding of a Gentleman ;
in the Saint the rage and dreams of a Monk. Does
the religion of the latter recommend his reveries and
bitter {pirit; or the want of it in TacITus,
weaken the fhining truths that are in him ?

WHEN a Writer relates faéts, or reafons from
principles, his good fenfe and veracity only are to
be regarded ; and we have no more to do with his
{peculations or miftakes in other matters, than with
his perfon or compleétion. Priny and Ar1-
§TOTLE are reckoned Atheifts; but what is this
to their fine parts and learning ? With fmall fpirits
and bigots every thing that is noble and free, is
Atheifm and Blafphemy, The littlenefs and fournefs

Cof
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of their own hearts, is the meafure of all things.
Nerva, Trajan, and Marcus AUurREk-
Lius were Heathen Princes 3 but they had wvir-
tue and benevolence, and their adminiftration was
righteous : what more did their fubjeéts want from
them? JusTin1AN, CoNSTANTIUS, JOHN
BasirowiTz, JouN GALEAS, and LEwIs
the eleventh were Chriftian Princes, and men pre-
tending to high Devotion ; fome of them great con-
tenders for Orthodoxy, and great builders of Churches;
but all barbarous and confuming Tyrants. What
were the people or themfelves the better for their
Religion, without good nature and probity ? Nay,
they made Religion one of the principal machines
for Tyranny ;3 as Religion in a Tyrant or Impoftor
is little elfe but an impious bargain and compofition
with God for abufing men.

Svcw in truth is the fituation of things below,
fuch the frame and foible of men, that it depends
in a great meafure upon Civil Government, whether
Religion fhall in this world do good or harm. Is
a country filled with oppreflion, the happier for
being filled too with Churches and Priefts, as were
Greece and Italy by Justinran? Or can a
country that abeunds in virtue, and happinefs, and
good Laws, want any more to all the purpofes of
focial life ; like Lacedeemon and Rome in their beft
ages? Let us praife all who have true Religion, full
of mercy, and void of bigotry ; but let us not con-
demn fuch as, for want of the fame lights and reve-
lation which we have been blefled with, are, with-
out any forms of Religion, virtuous and wife.
Certainly worfe, much worfe than none, is that Re-
ligion which infpires pride, bigotry, and fiercenefs,
and hath not charity for all men.

To conclude this head, I fhall here fubjoin what
I have faid elfewhere to the like purpofe ; ¢ That
¢ black is not white, and that two and two make four,

E2 ““ s
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< s as true out of the mouth of an Atheift, as out of
¢¢ the mouth of an Apoftle. A penny given by an
¢ Atheift to a beggar, is better alms than a half-
¢ penny given by a Believer 3 and the good fenfe
¢ of an Atheift is preferable to the miftakes of a
¢ good Chrittian.  In fhort, whatever reputed
¢ Atheifts do well, or {peak truly, is more to be
¢ imitated and credited, than what the greateft
¢ Believers do wickedly, or fay falfely. Eveh in
¢ the bufinefs of bearing teftimony, or making a
¢ report, in which cafes the credit or reputation
¢ of the witnefs gives fome weight, or none, to
¢ what he fays; more regard is to be had to the
¢ word of an Unbecliever, who has no intereft on
¢ either fide, than to the word of a Believer, who
¢ has; neither are the good or bad actions of an
¢ Atheift worfe, with refpeét to the world at leaft,
¢ for his being one ; though the fin of a Saint is
““ more finful than that of a Pagan. It is the
¢ greateft folly to think that any man’s crimes are
<¢ the lefs for him who commits them ; or that
“ truth is lefs or more truth, for the ill or good
¢ name of him who fpecks 1t.”

w

c&. X1. The foolifb cenfure of BoccALINT
and others upon T ACITUS.

HE cenfure paffed upon Tacitus by
Boccavrini and fome of the other Com-
mentators, as if he malicioufly taught leffons of
Tyranny 3 is {o fenfelefs and abfurd, that it merits no
notice, much lefs confuration. As well may they
fay that LuTrER and father Pavw difplay the
encroachments and frauds of the Church of Rome,
on purpofe to teach that or other Churches how to
opprefs and deceive; or that L1vy, as great a
"Republican as ever lived, expofid tle ufurpations
and Tyranny of T AR QU I N, in order to inftruct
Ufurpers
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Ufarpers to fupport themfelves and extinguith pub-
lic liberty. TaciTus reprefents Tyrants as
odious to all men, and even to themfelves. But
what anfwer could one give toa man who thould
advance that GrRoT1us wrote his Book of the
Truth of Chriftianity, with a view to promote and
confirm Paganifm?

Sc&. XIL. Of the feveral Commentators and
Tranflators of TacITUS.

T were almoft endlefs to mention all who have
written upon T aciTus, and their fuccefs;
numbers have done it, many as Critics, fome poli-
tically 3 and feveral of the former with fufficiency
and applaufe, fuch as Lipstvs, FREINSHE-
Mius,oldGronovivus,and Ryck1us. From
the edition publithed by this laft I have made my
Tranflation ; the text is very correct, and his notes
are judicious and good. Of all thofe who have
commented upon his Politics, I can commend but
very few ; I mean fuch as I have feen; many of
them are worfe than indifferent ; tedious compila-
tions of common places, or heavy paraphrafes upon
the original, where its vigour is loft in fuperfluous
explicazions ; and the lively thoughts of T ac1-
Tus converted into lifelefs maxims; frequenrly
wrong converted ; frequently trifling and affelted ;
often fuch difcoveries as are obvious to every peal.nt
or child ; or puffy declamations, tedious, laboured
and uninftrué¢tive. Of one or the other fort are the
Commentaries of Boccarini, ANNIBAL
ScoTi, ForsTNERUS, ScHiLDpUs, and di-
vers others.
Mr.AMeroT DE L.a Houss a v E has made
a large collettion of political obfervations upon
Tacitus, as far as the thirteenth Annal inchu-
five; fome of them pertinent and ufeful 5 but many
E 3 of
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of them infipid, and little worth. The very firft
which he makes, is flat and poor; dis que la
Riiauté commence a degénérer en tyrannic, le pevple
afpire a lz likeité.  Little better is this; guard un
Prince commence & devenir infirme, ou caffé, tout le
nonde tourne les yeux wers le foleil levant, C¢ff & dire,
wers fon faccefleur 5 or thiss les #efus du Prince dei-
went Eive ajfajonnex de doucenr & de courioifie 5 or
thisy ceux méme qui ont renvircé a leur bonienr, &&
qui fent gloive de leur feeleratefle, Seoffeal>it detre
appellcz traitres s or this; wir bon Geneiral we diit
jamais bazarder une bataille, qu’il 1’ait 12is bon evdre
par tout s this too s il iy a rien dont wn Faveriy cu
un premier Miriltre, dotve fe mettre plusen peine, que
dz bieir conitgitie Phaincur de fon Prince 5 this too 5 un
Prince dépoiiillé de o5 Etats ne vefle pas velonticrs ei-
tre les mains de celiti qui en off ciparé.  All this is
trite, void of force and inflruction.

True Spanih Tranflation by Doxn Aramos
De BarrrgwTos, is accompanied with nu-
merous Annotatioiis, by him ftiled Aforifmos, which
are as indifferent and impotent as the Tranflation it
felf is good and ftrong. His obfervation upon, cxnita
difeordiis civilibus felJa, nomine prizcipis [ub imperium
accepit, 1s, Quardo alguno [e viniere a bazer Scnor de
una graide, v poderofa cividad libre, lo mas crdinario
Jera defpues de una larga guerra cvil 5 ¢ the oppor-
¢ tunity for any one to become mafter of a great
¢ and powerful free City, is moft commonly at the
¢ end of agreat civil war.” T aci1Tus faysthat
AvcusTus left the firft Lords of the Senate his heirs
in the third degree, though moft of them were hated
by him 5 plerofgue invifes fibi, fed jactantia gloriaque
ad pofteros. DoN AL Amos obferves upon this ;
El principe muchas vezes baze honra a las perfonas
que aborrece, para gagnar fama de modeftia y fufri-
miento 5 * a Prince often confers honours on thofe

¢ he hates, purely for the reputation of moderation
' I ¢ and
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<t and temper.” Tacrtusfaysof GERMANI-
cUs, auxius occullis in Jo patrui avieque odiis, quo-
vum eaufle acriores, quia inique 5 El bombre inocente y
bueno, (fays Don AL aMos by way of Annota-
tion) de minguna cofa recibe tanta congoxa, como de los
Jecretos aborrecimientos que fabe le tienen fus parientos,
Jin zerecerlo 5 ¢ a worthy and innocent man feels
¢¢ {fo much anguifh from nothing as from the fecret
¢ hate which he knows his parents bear him, with-
*¢ out deferving it.”

OF {mall value are fuch refle®ions, and fmall
thought they coft to produce them ; the lefs is the
wonder that Don ArLamos has vented fuch a
myriad. CanN1wn1, anItalian, has however tranf-
lated them into his own language, with high enco-
miums, and publithed them with the Italian Tran-
flation of PoL 171, a Tranflation which reads well,
but hampers the thoughts of T ac1Tus, and from
an affectation to be as concife as the original, lofes
much of its weight and {pirit. DonN ALamos,
on the contrary, opens the fentiments of T a c1-
Tvus fully, often over-fully, by fupplemental pa-
renthefes, that are fometimes perfectly needlefs, and
always mar and embarrafs the reading.

THEsE are the only Spanith and Italian Ver-
fions which I have feen of TacrTus. There
are two more of the former, by Sukeyro and
Coroma, both well efteemed ; and as many more
Italian by Dat1 and DavanzaTi, notatall
commended.  Of French Tranflations there are
five or fix, all, except two, good for little, {fome
of them good for nothing. Thefe two are by
Mr.D’)HarLavyDe CHaNvaLLON, whohas
done the whole, Mr. AMeLoT De La Hous-
SAYE, who has only gone as far as the thirteenth
Annal. The former is vigorous and juft, like thatof
a man of fenfe and obfervation ; nor has the latter any
advantage over him, fave that his French js more

E 4 modern,
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modern, if that be any. ABLANCOURT i
likewife one of the French Tranflators of T ac1-
Tus, a man of name and of a flowing ftile ; bus
if he has abufed other Authors as he has abufed and
transformed Tac1TuUs, it is fit they were all done
over again. There is fome life 1n him, and harmony,
but no jiftnefs nor ftrength. All the force and fine
ideasof Tacirusarelot in ABLANCOURT.

Se@. XIUIL. A Conjecture concerning the mo-
dern Languazes, more largely concerning
the Englijh.

F the French Tongue itfelf I may venture

to fay, after better judges than my felf, that
from a laxnefs and effeminacy effential to it, it can-
not naturalize the ftrong expreflions of the Ancients,
without {preading and weakening them confiderably.
It has a number of relatives, particles and mono-
fyllables that return inceflantly, and flatten the
fenfe, and tire the ear. The Englith Language has
indeed many words mere harfh than the French ;
but it has likewife many more fpirituous and found-
ing ; and though it be alfo loaded with relatives, par-
ticles and words of one fylable, yet 1 think not
to the fame degree, nor do thofe we have return fo
often; and we can frequently drop the particles,
and leave them to be underftood, as well as the
relatives.

I~ this refpe& the Latins had an advantage over
the Greeks; as thofe two Languages have over
every other that is now in the world, or perhaps
ever was. We are infinitely behind them in figni-
ficancy and found, and, with all our adventitiovs
words and refinements, are ftilk crude and gothick
to them. Neareft in Language to the Ancients
come the Spaniards and Italians, though ftill far
behind ; yet they ftand over the heads of the En-

glith
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glith and French, and walk while we creep. The
Spanifh is the more fonorous and lofty ; the Italian
the more fweet and gliding ; and both excel in
harmony, numerofity, and the pomp of words.
The Italians feem to have {poiled their Tongue, by
wild hyperboles, and phrafes of mere found and
compliment ; whether it be from the turn of the
nation to Love and Mufic ; whether it be from the
Legends of their Saints, and their extravagant
Panegyrics upon them, or from their Slavery to
Churchmen, or the Severity of their Government, or
from what other caufe, I do not pretend to determine.

Tre French profefs to have greatly refined their
Tongue 3 and it is indeed brought to be exceeding
glib and perfpicuous ; but whether the refiners have
not pared away its ftrength to muk= it more thapely
and regular, has been doubted. Some refinements
we alfo have made in ours, perhaps by imitating
the French; though I hope we have better pre-
ferved 1ts force.  Eafy writing has been ftudied to
affectation 3 a fort of writing, which, where the
thoughts are not clofe, the fenfe ftrong, and the
phrafe genteel, is of all others the moft contempti-
ble. Such were the productions of Sir Rocer
I’EsTrRANGE, not fit to be read by any who
have tafte or good breeding ; they are full of tech-
nical terms, of phrafes picked up in the ftreet from
apprentices and porters, and nothing can be more
low and naufeous. His fentenees, befides their grofs-
nefs, ave lively nothings, which can never be tranf-
lated (a fure way to try language) and will hardly
bear repetition.  Berween bawk and buzzard : dawed
bim with kindnefs : alert and frisky : guzzling down
tiptle : would not keep touch : a queer putt : lay curfed
bard upoi their gizzard: cram bis gut: conceited
noddy : old chuff : and the like, arc fome of Sir
Rocer’s choice flowers. Yet this man was
reckoned a Mafter, nay a Reformer of the Englith

Language ;
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Language ; a man who writ no Language; not
does it appear that he underftood any ; witnefs hig
miferable Tranflations of Cicero’s Offices and
Josepuus. That of the latter is a Verfion full
of miftakes, wretched and low, from an eafy and
polite one of Monfieur D’ ANp1LLY.

Sir RocGEer is one amongft the feveral hands
who attempted TaciTus, and the third Book of
the Hiffory is faid to be done by him. He knew
not a word of it but what he has taken from Sir
He~ry Saviri, and him he haswretchedly per-
verted and mangled. Out of the wife and grave
mouth of Tac1Tus he brings fuch quaint ftuff as
this 5 70 caft the point upon that iffue : [neaking
departure of VITELLIUS: at the rate of a
man at bis wit’s end: Jottifh smultitude never
went beyend bawling : an Emperor lugg’d out
of bis bole : —— the [exton of the Capitol : the
Government dropt into VESP ASTAN’S mouth : ——
not cut out for a foldier : ~——— went not a fueaking way
d0 work: —— VALENS in the interim with his dif~
folute train of capons: [into this fenfelefs cant word
Sir Roc ER elegantly changes that of Eunuchs ufed
by Sir H. SavivLvy ; forl dare fay he neither faw
nor knew the original, agmine [padonum) : the Em-
peror guzzling and gormandizing like a beaft,

SucH jargon is hardly good enough for a Pup-
pet-thew.  Sir Rocer had a genius for buf-
toonry and a rabble, and higher he never went ;
his ftile and his thoughts are too vulgar for a fen-
fible artificer. To put his Books into the hands of
youth or boys, for whom chiefly Zsop, by him
burlefqued, was defigned, is to vitiate their tafte,
and to give them a poor low turn of thinking ; not
to mention the vile and flavifh principles of the man.
He has not only turned Zsop’s plain Beaits, from
the fimplicity of nature, into Jefters and Buffoons 5
but out of the mouths of animals inured to the

boundlefs
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boundlefs freedom of air and defarts, has drawn
dc@rines of fervitude, and a defence of Tyranny.

Tue tafte and ftile of the Court is always the
ftanlard of the public. At the Reftoration, a
time of great feftivity and joy, the formal and for-
bidding gravity of the preceding times, became
a fathionable topic of ridicule ; a manner different
and oppofite was introduced ; jeft and waggery
were cncouraged 3 and the King himfelf delighted
in drollery, and low humour. Hence the Language
became replete with ludicrous phrafes 5 archnefs and
cant grew diverting 5 the writings of witlings paffed
for wit ; and if they were fevere upon the Sectaries,
as the fathion was, they pleafed the Court. By this
means I’EsTraNcE got his charafter. It is
very true that there appeared at the fame time men
of juft wit, and polite ftile ; but it cannot be denied
but that the other manner was prevalent; the
greateft wits fometimes fell into it.

Tri1s hamour ended not with that Reign, nor
the next, but was continued after the Revolution
by I’EstrancE, Tom Brown, and other
delighters in low jefts, their imitators; and fuch
witlings have contributed confiderably to debauch
our Tongue. If we go fo highas Queen EL1z a-
BETH’S time, we fhall find that a good ftile began,
then to be ufed, agreeably to the good fenfe of that
Princefs, and her Court ; and we have the Language
of that age in Sir WaLTerR RaLEIGE,
whofe genius was too juft and ftrong to go into the
miferable pedantry of the next reign. Many of
the productions then, and particularly the Royal
productions, are wretched beyond meafure ; (I with
the honour and politics of thofe days had been
better) nor could fo confiderable a man as Sir
Francis Bacow efcape the infetion.

. TuE next Prince affeCted a high and rigid gra-
vity, and a pomp and folemnity of ftile became
common ;
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common ; yet the Language began to recover,
when the cant and enthufiafm enfuing, gave ita new
turn extremely infipid and offenfive. But between
the reign of King JaMmEes and the Reftoration,
feveral Writers appeared eminently happy in their
ftile: fuch particularly was Mr. CHILLING-
worTH, whofe language is flowing, and free as
his own candid fpirit. The fame charater is due
to the excellent Lord Farxkxranp, and Mr.
Havres of FEaton. Mr. HossEes’s Englith is

cautiful almoft, if not altogether, beyond exam-
ple ; nothing can be finer than his way of expreffing
his thoughts ; his ftile is as fingularly gcod, charm-
ing and clear, as many of his principles are dangerous
and falfe. Under this charater of his ftile I do not
conprize his Tranflation of THUCYDIDES; as
it does not, however juft it be, refemble his other
‘Works. Hence I am inclinable to believe what I
have heard, that it was done by fome of his difciples,
and by him revifed ; yet it far excels moft of our
Tranflations. Mi1r Ton’s Englith Profe is harfh
and uncouth, though vigorous and expreflive.  The
ftile of SELDEN and HAaMMOND is rugged and
perplexed.

Sc&. XIV. A Conjefture concerning the pre-
fout flate of the Englib Tongue, with an
account of the prefent Work.

F the Charatter of Writing in our own time,

were I to give my opinion, I fhould be apt to

fay, that in general it comes too near to talking ; a
method which will hardly make it delightful or laft-
ing ; no words upon paper will have the fame effect
as words accompanied with a voice, locks and action 5
hence the thoughts and language thould be fo far raifed
as to fupply the want of thofe advantages; but
indeed this is impoffible, and therefore there is the
greater
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greater caufe for heightening the ftile ; now becaufe
laboured periods are offenfive, and fat ones are
infipid, the excellency lies between pomp and neg-
ligence. Let it be as eafy as you pleafe, but let
it be ftrong 5 two advantages that are very com-
atible, and often found in the fame writer. Livy
1s remarkable for both ; it is his eloquence and or-
naments which have preferved him in fuch efteem,
as much as his matter and good fenfe. The late
Lord SHaFTESBURY, though he has been per-
haps too anxious and affected in forming his phrafe

to eafinefs and fluency, has yet had good fuccefs ;
fince it is manifeft that his foft alluring ftile has mul-
tiplied his Readers, and helped powertully to recom-
mend his Works. Dr. Bur~NET of the Charter-
Houfe wrote with great eloquence and ma]eﬂy, yet
eafy and unaffected. Dr. TirroTson’s ftile is
plain and pleafant, enlivened too with fine images,
and ftrong fenfe 5 yet many, while they ftrove to
1mitate hxm, have written very poorly. This has
happened to fome of our Divines, who, ftudying his
manner, but wanting his genius, have uttered a flow
of words, which found not ill, but lack {pirit and
matter. I have looked over whole pages of
Bithop Brackar’s Sermons, without finding
any thing which offended the ear, or pleafed the
imagination, or informed the underftanding. I can-
not help mentioning here another Writer, who has
gained ygreat reputation for Stile, without deferving
any 5 I mexn Dr. Spra T, Bithop of Rochefter.
His expreffion is languithing and infipid, full of
fulfe pomp, full of afrectation,  He is always aim-
ing at harmony and wit, but fucceeds ill 3 for his
manner is ftarched and ped:muc With much greater
juftice has the Stile of Dr. ATTERBURY, his

fucceﬁ'or, been admired.

O v r Tongue is naturally cold, and the lefs force
our words have, the more they muft be multiplied 5
2 this
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this multiplying of words is tedious ; "thence the
remedy is as bad as the difeafe. The Latin phrafes,
on the contrary, are fhort and lively, and a few
words convey many images. Thefe difficulties,
with many others, I found in this Tranflation very
fenfibly. I wanted new words, but have rarely
coined any, as the creating of words is generally
thought affected and vain; yet I have fometimes
ventured upon a new phrafe, and a way of myown,
wpon drawing the Englifh idiom as near as poffible to
that of the Latin, and to the genius of my Author ;
by leaving the beaten road, dropping particles,
wranfpofing words, and fometimes beginning a
fentence where it is ufual to end it. Thave ftudied
to imitate the fpirit, cloquence and turns of T a-
c1TUs, as far as I could, aflifted by a Language
weak in its founds, and loofe in its contexture.
This manner of writing, I own, would be ftrange
and even ridiculous in plain and familiar fubjeéts 5
but where the fubject is high and folemn, there
muft be a conformity of ftile.

I~ the political Difcourfes following, I have
likewife taken a method of my own, in reafoning
largely upon topics which to me feemed of the moft
moment to this free Nation, and giving an idea of
the politics of the Cefars; of the wis, artes,
& inflrumenta regni, as they are called by Ta-
crtus., I have vindicated the principles of civil
Liberty ;5 I have examined the defences made for
Cazsar and AvcusTus; I have difplayed the
genius of thefe Ufurpers ; the temper and debafe-
ment of the people; with the conduct and tyranny
of their fucceffors, to the end of the Annals. In
my Tranflation of ths Hjlory I have done the
fame. I have little troubled myfelf with the ftrife
and guefles of Commentators, and various Readings.
I have chofen the beft editions, and where the mean-
ing was dubious, taken the moft probable; for,

after
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ufter all, there is a good deal of guefs-work and
uncertainty ; difficulties not peculiar to Tac1T US.
1 was perfuaded to this undertaking feveral years
ago by a friend of mine, 2 Gentleman of Letrers
in the City ; for then I had never feen the Englith
Tranflation, and knew not but it was a good one,
Mr. TrRENcHARD approved thedefign with his
ufual zeal for every thing which favoured public
1iberty. My Lord CA R T ER E T, who underftands
TacriTus perfetly, and admires him, was pleafed
to think me not unfit for it, and gave me many
juft lights about the manner of doing it ; that par-
ticularly of allowing my felf fcope and freedom,
without which I am fatisfied every T'ranflation muft
be pedantic and cold. A Tranflation ought to read
like an Original. The Duke of A r ¢ ¥ L v efpoufed
it generoufly, with that franknefs which is natural
to him, agreeably to his knowledge and tafte of
polite Learning, and to his fincere love of Liberty.
So did my Lord TownsHEND. Sir RoBERT
WarroLE encouraged me in the purfuit of it ina
manner eminently to my credit ; and to many Gen-
tlemen of my acquaintance I am much obliged upon
this occafion. T own I have been long about this
Tranflation ; that I was fo, is to be afcribed not
1o much to idlenefs, as to diffidence. It was done
a long while before I put it to the prefs ; after all
my care and many revifes, I continued apprehen-
{ive that much fault might be found, and many ob-
jections made ; a misfortune which I ftill doubt 1
thall not be able to efcape, and wifh I may not
deferve. I therefore rely more on the candour
of my Readers, than on my own fufficiency. Thofe
of them who underftand T a c 1 T uss in the original,
will eafily make allowances for the difficulty of
making him fpeak any other Language. I have
been chiefly careful not to miftake the {entiments of
my Author about human Nature and Government é,
an
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and I will venture to fay, that no man who has not
accuftomed himfelf to think upon thefe two fub-
je&s, can ever make tolerable fenfe of TacrTus,
let him be as learned in other things as he will.
For the fame reafon, no man that is merely Learned,
can ever be pleafed with a free Tranflation,
however faithful and juft ; for his chief attachment
will ever be to Words and Criticifm. Who had
more Learning than Sir H. SaviLe? ’ds plin
he abounded beyond moft men; but I fuppofe
Learning was his chief accomplithment ; and thence
his Tranflation is a very poor one, The fault
cannot be afcribed to the time; for at that time
the polite world wrote and {poke well ; and if Sir
WarLTeR RarLercu had then tranflated it,
no body I believe would have ever attempted to
mend it.

DISCOURSE IIL

Upon C £s AR the Ditator.

Sc&. 1. Of C &sar’s Ufirpation, and why
bis Name is lefs odious than that of
CATILINE.

OTHING has been hitherto found a fuf-

ficient check and barrier to the exorbitané
paffions of men ; neither kindnefs nor feverity 3 n'r
mulcts nor pain; nor honour ; nor infamy ;3 nor
the terrors of death. A proof how far human
malice or ambition is an over-match for human
wifdom ; fince Laws and Conftitutions framed by
the beft and wifeft men, have, firft or laft, become
the fport and conqueft of the worft, fometimes of
the moft foolih. Could wife Eftablifhments have

enfured the ftability of a State, that of Rome had
been
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been immortal. Befides adopting all the beft In-
ftitutions of the free States of Greece,  her princi-
pal ftruggle and employment for fome Centuries,
was the fubduing of foreign enemies by Arms, and
the fecuring of domeftic Liberty by wholfome
Laws ; and for Laws and Arms fthe was the wonder
and the glory of the earth. But fhe, whofe force
and policy no power could withftand, not that of
Greece nor of Carthage, nor of the World, fell by
the corruption, and perfidioufnefs, and violence of her
own Citizens. The only {fword that could hurt her,
was her own ; with that fhe trufted C £sa r, and
that he turned unnaturally wpon his own mother;
and by it enflaved her.

CaTrLINE’s confpiracy ahd crime every man
detefts ; yet C£s A R accomplithed what Ca T1-
L1NE only intended. Had he better qualities than
CaTirinEe? he was fo much the worfe, and able
to do higher mifchiefs. See how infatuation pre-
vails! the fame men who abhor CaTi1LINE, ad-
mire C&£sar, who actually did more evil than
ever the wicked heart of CaTiLINE had conceived.
But CaTiring had no fuccefs, nor confequently
flatterers. Had he fucceeded, had he entailed Rome
upon bis race, and fuch as would have been con-
cerned to have guarded his fame ; there would not
have been wanting flattering Poets and Hiftorians
to have echoed his Praifes and Genius divine, his
Eloquence, Courage, Liberality and Politics, and
how much the degeneracy of Rome wanted fuch a
Reformer, with every other topic urged in defence
of Ca&£sar. ButCaTiri1nE failed, and is owned
to have been a Traitor. C.£sar’s iniquity was
triumphant, fo was his name ; and after-ages have
continued to reverence him by the force of habit,
and of fuperftition which fwallows every thing, exa-

-2 Accitis quz ufquam egregia.
Vor. 1. F mines
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mines nothing. When popular opinion has confe-
crated 2 man or a name, all that man’s acions,
however wicked or foolifh, and every thing done
under that name, are fure to be confecrated too.
The force of authority is irrefiftible and infatuating,

and reafon and truth muft yield to prejudice and
words.

Sc&. 1.  Of the publick Corruption by
C &£sAR promoted or introduced ; with
bis bold and wicked Comﬁlﬁ

‘ R TAS the Commonwealth become disjointed

and corrupt 3 as in truth it was deeply and
dangeroufly? who had contributed fo much as
Casar to that wicked work? From his firft
appearance in the world he confederated with every
public Incendiary, with every troubler of the peace
of the State, withevery Traitor againft his Country ¢
infomuch that he was divefted of the dignity of
FPrztor by a folemn Decree of Senate : and when he
follicited for the Confulthip, his ambition and vio-
lent defigns were fo much apprehended in that fu-
preme Office®, that to check him with a proper
Collegue, the Senators centributed a great fum of
money ; nor did even C a T o deny but that fuch
contribution, however againft Law, was neceflary
then to fave the State®.

H e began that Office with violent acts of power ;
by violence difpoffeffed his Collegue of all Share in
the Adminiftraiion ; and, during the whole term, he
saifed and pulled down, gave and took away by mere
will and power, whatfoever and whomfocever he
would ; terrified fome, imprifoned others; forged

b Nihil non aufurum eum in fummo magiftratu.
¢ Ne Catone quidem abnuente cam largitionem e Rep. fieri.

plotsy
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plots, fuborned lying accufers, and then murdered
them, and trampled upon all Faith and Law.

T o efcape punifhment for all thefe outrages, he
corrupted and bribed the people, to chufe his own
creatures into the Magiftracy, or bribed the Magi-
ftrates after they were chofen. Ide went fo far as
even to engage fome of them, by oath and writing,
never to call him to account, nor fuffer him to be
called.

By the fame wicked methods he obtained for his
lot the province of Gaul, and kept it for ten years,
committing frefh treafon every day; making war
of his own head, right or wrong, upon friend and
foz 5 infomuch that it was propofed in Senate to
deliver him up to the enemy 3 but faction and bri-
bery faved him, and from the moft extenfive rapine
he derived his power of bribing. He feafted the
people; he gave them largefies ; he gained the Se-
nators by money, the folliers by donatives ; nay,
the favourite fervants and loweft flaves of confiderable
men, were bribed by him. Every prodigal, every
expenfive youth, every man indebted and defperate,
every criminal, found in him a ready fupport and
proteCtor ; and when their expences, debts, and
crimes, were fo exzeffive as to admit of no relief
from him, to fuch he was wont to preach the ablo-
late neceflity of a Civil War.

Nor did foreign Kings and Nations efcape his
court and gifts ; upon them he beftowed aids, and
arms, and captives, all belonging to the Roman
people, and without their authority 3 thus to pur-
chaf: foreign friendthip againft a day of ufurpation
and need. To do all this he robbed the Provinces,
plundered Towns, pillaged Temples, even the Ca-
pirol he plundered, whence he ftole a vaft quantity
of gold, and placed fo much gilt brafs in the room
of ir, and put whole Kingdoms and Provinces under
contribution to his privy purfe.

F2 Iow
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How many thoufand deaths did this man defervies
even before he had committed his capital iniquity !
It was he who thus principally corrupted the State,
and embroiled it, and unfettled it in all its parts.

He offered indeed to difband his forces, if
Pomr e v would do fotoo; but even this offer was
giving law to Rome. The Senate was to judge,
and notC &£s A r, whatarmies were to be difbanded,
what to be retained. Befides, even that propofal
was jultly fufpected to have been faithlefs and hol-
low ; fince, had he executed the fame, it had been
eafier for him to have re-affembled upon occafion
his veteran foldiers, than for PompEy his troops
lately levied.

Hap there been no corruption in the State, fuch
a man was enough to introduce it. From his infancy
he was thought to have meditated the enflaving of
his Country, and in order toenflave it, created cor-
ruption, or improved it. To commit the blackeft
treafon and iniquity that the malice of man could
devife, he ftuck at no other, but by a Babel of
crimes accomplifhed the higheft.

Se&. . C.gsAr might have purified and
reformed the State ; but far different were
his intentions. His Art, good Senfe, and
continued ill ‘Defigns.

ID the State want reforming? why did not
Casar reformand reftore it? This would

have been true glory, the only true ufe of his
abfolute power, and the only amends for having
affumed it. The work too was practicable ; the
wifeft and greateft men in Rome thought it fo,
even after all the poifon and depravity introduced
by him. Brutus, Cicero, and the Senate
thought fo ; elfe he would never have been put to
Death by thofe who did it. If the State had been
deemed
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deemed irretrievable, and an Ufurper a neceffary
evil, they could not have had a better than C & s aR.
But they judged otherwife, and for fome time
Liberty was actually reftored. Why it {ubfifted
no longer, was owing to cafualties and the faith-
Iefinefs of OcTtavius. No human wifdom can
take in all incidents and pofibilities at one view ;
to fee them by fucceflion 1s often to fee them too
late ; and againft what is not forefeen no remedy
can be provided. Cr1ckr o who fwayed the Senate,
in hatred to AnTHONY, trufted OcTAavius
too much, and raifed him too high, and was by that
falfe creature given up to the flaughter, to fatiate
the vengeance of ANTHON Y, to cement their late
union, and to begin the bloody Tragedy which
they had meditated againft their Country and her
Liberty, by the murder of fo fignal a Patriot.
‘What followed was horrible, continued maflfacres
and the rage of the {fword, the people armed againft
cne another, two thirds of them deftroyed, and
AvucusTus eftablifhed Sovereign over the reft.
He too thought it poffible to refettle the old free
State, by propofing once or twice to refign ; how-
ever infincere he were, it was a confeflion that he
thought it to be practicable; and Drusus, his
wife’s fon, declared his own purpofe to effect it;
nay, it was what T1BER1US, after he was Emperor,
pretended to do.

Cmsar was faid to have foretold the public
Calamities and Civil Wars to enfue : Why did he
not prevent them? By his Dictatorial power he
might have removed what enormities, and made
what regulations he would, fuppreflfed the infolence
of particulars, revived the force of the Laws, and
reduced the Commonwealth to her firft principles
and firmnefs. Inftead of this, he continued, more
and more, to break her remaining balance, to

F 3 weaken

’
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weaken and debauch the people, and to deftroy
every Law of Liberty.

ILiserTy and the Republic were a jeft to
CEsar; hetreated the very name with ridicule
and contempt?; he punned upon Syrra for
refigning his ufurped power. He had nothing in
his head or heart but abfolute rule, a Diadem, the
title of King, and controuling the world according
to his luft¢; nay, to have his very words go for
Laws 3 and as a proof that he meant to entail all
this pompous Dominion upon his Race, he had a
Law ready to be propofed for a privilege of taking
as many Wives as he thought fir, and of what
quality and condition he thought fir. His acts of
Tyranny were indeed fo many, fo high and infup-
portable, that even his dear friends the populace,
notwithftanding all his bounties, his feafts and thews,
and all his other arts to footh and debauch them,
grew fullen and difcontented ; they declaimed againft
fuch ufurpation, in their houfes and in the Forum 3
they called aloud for avengers, and gave him pub-
lic affronts.

By the Laws of Rome the Dominion of one,
and confequently the dominion of C£s AR, was
deteftable and accurfed, and any man was warranted
to flay the Tyrant®: Nor was there any valid rea-
fon againtt killing C £s a r, but that fomewhat as
bad or worfe was to follow. Now the beft and
ableft Romans judged otherwife, as I have thewn s
and who was better qualified to judge? As to
C &5 a r’s prophecy of worfe times, it was deciding

4 Nihil effe Rempublicam ; appellationem modo fine corpare
ac {pecie.

¢ Nuollos non honores ad libidinem ccepit & dedit, fpreto
Patriz more.

f Debgre homines pre Legibus habere quz dicat.

¢ Eum jus fafque eflet occidi, neve ea czdes capitalis nox=
haberetur.

mn
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an his own favour, and not to be credited ; and there
was policy in it as well as vanity.

T u & accomplithments of C&s a r, the mildnefs
of his adminiftration, and mercy to his enemies,
have been much magnified. It is certain he had
exquifite abilities and addrefs ; but how did he
apply them ? Was it not to be the Mafter of man-
kind? and was not this, intereft and felf-love ? What
could be more interefted, what more felfith, than
to take the world to himfelf? C&£sar had good
fenfe and experience s he knew that particular ats
of cruelty and revenge were odious, even more
odious than the flaughter of thoufands, under the
title of war and conqueft, however unprovoked and
unjuft : So much more quarter from the world has
ambition than cruelty, though the former is often °
the more mifchievous paffion. He knew, that, while
general atts of blood would pafs for Heroifm, fit to
be diftinguithed with praife and laurels, a particular
life, taken away in anger, would pafs for barbarity,
Such fallacy is there in founds, and in the imagina-
tions of men ! We judge not of evil by its quantity,
the true medium of judging, but by its name, and
the quality of the doer or fufferer ; hence the foolith
caufes of popularity without merit and innocence,
Alts of rage, the execution of particulars, and a
vindictive Reign, would have diminifhed the Hero,
and tarnithed his fame, as much as his generofity to
enemies, his noble contempt of fear and offenders,
blazoned his glory, and begot admirers.

Se&t. IV. The probability of his waxing more
cruel, had he reigned much longer.

HE generous, the forgiving temper of C£sar,

was no fure warrant, that he would not have

broke out into perfonal cruelties ; for, of his public
cruelty, Rome and the world were the theatre and
o F 4 the
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the witneffes: He muft have ated agreeably to the
neceffities and jealoufy of power, broken thofe necks
which would not bend, and deftroyed fuch as he
could not but conftantly fear. I own there came
after him fome Emperors who reigned without many
alts of blood ; but the fovereignty was then tho-
roughly eftablifhed, and they had no high {pirits
to fear, bred in the notions and pofieffion of Liberty,
3s were all the Romans in his time. Nor, even after
fervitude had been begun, and for fome time fuf-
fered under C &5 A R, could the fecond Triumvirate
think themfelves fecure, till they had deftroyed at
ance by Profcription a whole army of illuftrious
Romans, fuch as they conceived would oppofe and
even extirpate their domination. Nor did this tra-
gical precaution and general barbarity, put an end
to barbarity in particular inftances; AvcusTus,
for the firft years of his Reign, was making almoft
daily facrifices of noble blood to his fears and
fafety.

PowEgRr of it felf makes men wanton, diitruftful
and cruel; Casar lived not long enough in
purple to fhew what he would prove ; five months
were but a fhort term for trial®, It would be rafh
to affert, that he who had fhed the blood of Nations
and Armies, without provocation, without autho-
rity 5 he who had violated Liberty and Law, and
put-chains upon his Courtry, and the race of men,
would have {pared particular lives, when from par-~
ticular lives he came to apprehend danger and revolt.
He that could be piqued even to folly and ridicule,
becaufe Aqu 1L a the Tribune did not rife as he
pafled by ; he who could not put up this, nor forget
it, nor ceafe mentioning it upon every occafion for
a long while after, nor even forbear {colding at it,
muft have been capable of carrying his refentment

¥ Retinuit famam fing experimento.
very
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wery far, as well as of fudden anger ; nay, been full
of capricious and childith humours. How far fuch
humours, and vanity, and anger might have carried
him, he lived not to fhew. But he had amply
thewn, that his Ambition was dearer to him than
Rome and the whole earth, and to this private
paflion of his, every public regard had yielded ;
the genuine mark this of a Tyrant, who rules the
State for his own fake, and, rather than not rule
it, enthralls it! C&sa r, who had committed all
wickednefs to gain power, would have committed
more to have kept it, as foon as he found more
to be neceflary .

W H A T avails the fair behaviour of one who may
do what he pleafes? What avail his fair promifes,
which he may break when he pleafes ? The worft of
the Roman Emperors began their Reigns well, many
of them excellently well ; as Nero, CLavup1vs,
Carigura, Domitian*; fome of them reigned
well for fome years. C.£sa r was generous, mag-
nificent, and humane to affectation, but ' every
paffion, every fentiment muft yield to the ardent
luft of reigning. Had it not been for his great
and acceptable qualities, he could not have intro-
duced public bondage; the Hero, the Orator,
and the fine Gentleman, hid the Ufurper, and pal-
liated at leaft the Ufurpation.

L= T any man confider C£saRr asa Subje& of
the State, altogether private ; one who never bore
Ofhice or Authority ; as a Phyfician, a Scribe or an
Artift, or as one juft ftarted out of obfcurity, or
come from another Country ; and then afk himfelf,
What has this man, this private unknown man, to

! Nemo enim unquam imperium flagitio quzfitum bonis
artibus exercuit.

& Nihil abnuentem, dum dominationis adipifceretur.

! Cunélis affectibus flagrantiorem deminandi libidinem.

do
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do with governing all men againft Laws eftablifhed
by all? His being once Conful, his commanding of
Armies, and appearing in a great public light 5
gave him 8o more right to do what he did, than the
quality of an Artift, a Scribe, Phyfician, Upftart,
or Scranger, would have given him. Public trufts
betrayed were aggravations of his crime, horrible
aggravations! fo were his excellent parts impioufly

applied.

Sed. V. Casarpo lawful Magiftrate, but
a public Enemy. ‘

F C &£s ar, his Ufurpation and Death, I have

reafoned largely elfewhere™, and fhall here
.abridge part of that reafoning. ¢ He had no fort
<« of Title, but fuccefs, gained by viclence and all
¢ wicked means. The acquiring and exercifing of
“ Power by force is Tyranny, nor is fuccefs any
¢¢ proof of right, If the perfon of C&£s AR was
¢¢ facred, fo is the perfon of every Ufurper and
¢¢ Tyrant; and if all the privileges and impunity
¢ belonging to a lawful Magiftrate, do alfo appcr-
¢ tain to a lawlefs Intruder and public Opprefior,
¢¢ then all thefe blefled confequences follow : There
¢¢ is an utrer end of all right and wrong, public
<¢ and private ; every Ufurper is a lawful Magi-
t< ftrate ; every Magiftrate may be a lawlefs Tyrant;
¢ It is unlawful to refift the greateft human evil 5
« the npeceffary means of felf-prefervation are
«¢ unlawful : Though it be lawful and expedient to
¢t deftroy little Robbers, who are fo for fubfiftence,
¢ it is impious and unlawful to oppofe great Rob-
¢ bers, who deftroy nations out of luft and ambi-
¢ tion. Public mifchief is defended by giving it 3
¢ good name, fince Tyranny may be practifed with,

m See Ca To’s Letters, Vol. I,
¢ Impunity,
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impunity, if it be but called Magiftracy ; and
the execrable Authors of it are facred, if they
but call themfelves Magiftrates ; Though it be
unlawful to be a public deftroyer, yet it is unlaw-
ful to deftroy him, and to prevent or punith
that which is moft impious and unlawful. In
fine, any man who has wickednefs and force
enough to deftroy or enflave the whole world,
may do it, and be fafe.
« If CeEsar wasa lawful Magiftrate, every
powerful villain may make himfelf one, and
lawful Magiftrates may become fuch by mere
force and iniquity. But if lawful Magiftracy be
not acquired by violence and butchery, Casar
was none : if he was not, how came he by the
rights and impunity of fuch?
“ Acainst lawlefs force every man has a
right to ufe force. C.£sa R had no more right
than ALarRIck, ATTILA, Or BRENNUS,
who were foreign Invaders; his crime? was
greater, as, to that of ufurpation, he added thofe
of ingratitude and treachery. It is owned that
when he firft made war upon his Country, his
Country had a right to make war upon him ;
How came that right to ceafe, when he had
heightened that iniquity by fuccefs ? Is it lawful
to refift a Robber before he has robbed you, but
not after ? Is a wickednefs leflened by aggrava-
tions? C£sa R had forfeited his life by all the
Laws of Rome; was it not as lawful to take it
away by thirty men as by thirty thoufand ; in
the Senate as in the field ?
““ A private man in fociety, even capitally in-
jured, muft not be his own judge, but leave
revenge to the more impartial Law 3 but a capital
offender againft ull, who fets himfelf above Law
and Judgment, is a pablic enemy; and vio-
lence is the proper remedy for violence, when
(13 no
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¢ no other is left. 1In a State of Natare, every
¢ man has a right to vindicate himfelf ; when So-
¢¢ ciety is diffolved, the fame right returns. Men
¢¢ can never be deprived of both public protection
¢« and private defence. .

¢« C£saR had vielated every tye that can bind
$¢ the human foul ; Oaths, Truft, and Law ; he
¢¢ had violated every thing dear to-human kind,
¢ their Peace, Liberty, Rights and Poffeffions:
¢« He did all this by means the moft black and
¢¢ flagitious ; by Plots, Faftion, Corruption; Rob-
¢ bery, Devaftation, Sacrilege, and Slaughter.

““ WHaT was left to the opprefled Romans to
¢ do, under the bonds of the Oppreflor with his
¢ fword at their throat? Law and Appeals were
¢ no more ; a Tyrant was their Mafter ; the Will
¢ of a Tyrant their Law. Becaufe he had flaugh-
¢ tered and deftroyed one half of the people, had
¢ he thence a right to govern the reft? There
¢ was no public force to oppofe him; he had
¢ deftroyed many of the Armies of the State,
¢ and appropriated the reft to himfelf againft the
¢ State ; it would have been madnefs to have
¢ thought of judicial procefs. In fhort, there was
““ no other way of abolifhing his Tyranny, but by
¢ difpatching the Tyrant.

Se&. VL. Of the frare which Cafyalties
had, in raifing the Name and Memory of
C £sARr. The Fudgment of CICERO con-

. cerning him.

EOPLE fuffer their own imaginations to
P abufe and miflead them. The found of
Casar’s Name; the fuperftitious reverence paid
to it, his great employments, great victories, and
even his great ufurpation, are all pompous images
that dazzle the eyes, and give a falfe luftre to the

1 blackeft
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blackeft iniquity and impofture. Nay, it proved an
advantage to the fame and defence of C £5 4 r, that
he was affaffinated. Hence fo much popular pity
and lamentation for him ; hence fo much rage and
obloquy upon the Tyranmades A violent death
or violent fufferings, often pafs for great merit,
often atone for great crimes ; and in the compaffion
for the doom of criminals the abhorrence of their
villainies is often extinguithed ; malefactors the moft
barbarous, who never fhewed any mercy in their
lives, are bewailed at their execution, only becaufe
they are executed.

TaerE were circumftances alfo in his Death
favourable to his fame; he died with decency and
a manly {pirit, and he fell by the hands of his
friends. Thefe circumftances, and his bloody thirt
difplayed to a mob, with an artful melting fpeech
from AxTHON Y, Inflamed them with forrow and
fury ;5 two grofs paffions which do not reafon but
feel. The fame topics have ever fince furnifhed
undifcerning Declaimers with big words and vehe-
mence, in behalf of fo fine a man, flain for no
fault but that of Ufurpation and Tyranny; a {mall
crime, that of being the enemy of human kind!

As to the glory and profperous fortune of this
mlcrhty Conqueror, C1 c E R 0 fays, with great truth,
¢ that Felicity is nothing elfe but good fortune
aflifting righteous Counfels 3 ;3 nor can he whofe
purpofes are not upright, be, from any fuccefs,
efteemed in any-wife happy. Hence it is, that
from the impious and abandoned purfuits of
C &s a r, no true felicity could flow : happier, in
my Judgment, wasC a m 1 L L us under exile from
his Country, than M a~L1us his co-temporary
had been, though he had acquired over his Coun-
try that T'yranny which he lufted after™” The

(13
<
(49
(413
(411
€<
(13
(1]

3

¢ Epift. ad nepot.
' fame



78 Discourses #pon TACITUS.

fame wife man fays elfewhere, ¢ that he would
¢ have preferred the laft day of ANToN1Us the
_ ¢¢ Orator, tragical as it was, to the ufurped rule of
¢ CiNN A, by whom that worthy Roman was bar-
¢¢ baroufly murdered.” I cannot admire C £sa r’s
ambition ; he would rather have been Lord of a
poor Village, than the fecond man in Rome. To
me it appears more glory to be the Member of a
free State, efpecially of the greateft State upon
earth, than a Lord of Slaves, the biggeft-Lord.

Se&. VII. How wain it is to extol any
Defigns of kis for the Glory of the Ro-

man people.

T is faid, that C &£s a r was meditating great and
glorious things for the Roman people, when he
was cut off.  He might indeed have gathered empty
Y.aurels for himfelf by more wars at the expence of
the people; but how this would have redounded to
their advantage, I cannot fee. I can eafily fee, that
all the future ftrength he could have acquired, muft
have been acquired to himfelf, and over them ; and
every acceffion of power muft, by raifing his Tyranny
higher, have funk them lower, and ftreightened their
chains. He wanted to fight the Parthians, but firft
he wanted to be King; and for this purpofe a Pro-
phecy was forged, that none but a King could con-
quer them. 'Was this impudent forgery too, and the
defign of it, for the glory of the people who were
abufed by it? In fhort, he could have done nothing
beneficial or glorious for the Roman people, but to
have reftored them to their ancient and fubftantial
glory, that of their Liberty and Laws. This too
would have been the higheft glory of his own life,
which, to thofe who confider things as they are,
feripped of foolifh fair names and difguifes, is, with-

out this, all over black and infamous. N
)
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N o man’s life can be faid to be deteftable, if his
was not 3 feeing all the malefattors condemned fince
there were men and crimes, did not half the mifchief
which he did. It was even currently believed (and
what worfe could be believed of him than he had
done ?) that he meant to tranflate the feat of Empire,
with all its frength, to Ilium, or to Alexandria ;
and having exhaufted all Italy by great levies, (that
fhe might never recover herfelf) he would have
begun, probably, a new fort of Sovereignty upon
his own model, exempt from the names and appear-
ances of the old Conftitution and Laws, which ftill
had reverence paid them at Rome, and confequently
were fo many grievances to him. Rome he intended
to have left to the dominion of his creatures. It is
probable he thought himfelf not fafe at Rome, nor
in any place which had ever known the governance
of Laws, nor any where but at the head of Armies.
He had reafon for his fear; the fevereft oppreflor
can never tye the hands of all the opprefled, nor
put chains upon their refentments.

Se@. VIII.  Of his Death 5 and the raltnefs
of aftribing to divine Vengeance the fate
of fuch as flew him.

N the midft of hi§ farther defigns, whatever they

were, a bloody doom overtook this man of blood,
and he was Jawtully fluin, though not by the forms
of Law°; his lawlefs power had made this impofii-
ble. It is true, they who flaw him, were themfelves
flam.  The righteoufncfs of a caufe does not always
enfure its fuccefs ; too feldom, God knows; but
they who purith in defence of the Laws, are flain
againft Law. Such was the differenc: between his
death and theirs. They were vanquithed and flain

° Abufus dominatione & jurc cefus exiftimaretur,  (Sueton.)
2 in
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in a great Civil War, at a time when Courage,
and Virtue, and Patriotifm were capital and pro-
{cribed. ]

D1 none of thofe who deftroyed C&sar die a
natural death? no more did Casar, who de-
ftroyed the State.  If this was nota judgment upon
him, why fhould theirs be one upon them ? What
rule have we to know a judgment, but from the
juftice or iniquity of a caufe? If fo, Cesar fell
by the appointment of Heaven ; Bru T us and his
brethren by the malice of Men. But if there be no
rule, or if judgments, like parties, take different
fides ; how dare we pronounce? How many of
the Ceafars his fucceflors died naturally? Not one,
if we will believe the Hiftorians and probability,
from C &5 A r the Dictator to the Emperor VEsp a-
stAN. AvcusTus was poifoned by Livia
his wife; Trsrr1us fmothered by Macro his
favourite, to make way for CaL1cuLa, who was
{lain with the {fword by the officers of his guard.
Acrirprina poifoncd her hufband CLravpius;
Nzero ftabbed himfelf; GarLsa was murdered
by the foldiers, fowasViTeLL1vus. OTho fell
by his own hands.

DIS-
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DISCOURSE IV.

Upon Ocravius CEsAR, after
wards called AucusTUS.

Set. 1. Of the bafe and impious Arts by
which he acquired the Empire.

Y the death of the Ufurper, Liberty was
reftored, but lafted not2; and OcTAavivus
fucceeded C£s 4 r, by no fuperiot genius,
by no military prowefs or magnanimity ; for trick-
ing and deceit conftituted his chief parts, ahd though
he was bold in council, he was a coward in the
field. But he ufurped the Empire by methods fo
low and vilé, 4s brought difgrace even upon Ufur-
pation ; by a thoufand frauds, and turns fuddenly
made, without the common appearances of decency
or fhame; by thoufands of murders deliberately
committed, without procefs or provocation; by
multiplied treacheries, affaflinations, aifid ats of
ingratitude ; by employing ruffians, and being him-
felf one ; dnd by deftructive wars conducted by the
bravery of cthers. _ ,
He levied forces without authority ;3 and, under
a lying pretence of defending Liberty, got to be
employed by the State againft AnTHoNY. He
then robbed the Commonwealth of her Armies s
and was thought to have murdered both her chief
Magiftrates, the Confuls HirR T1usand Pansa 5
the former by his own hand in the hurry of battle,
the other after it, by caufing poifon to be poured

* Libertate improfpere repetita.

. Vor. 1. G into
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into his wound by GLyco his Phyfician. It &
certain; that the Phyfician was fufpected, feized, and
even doomed to the torture, but faved by the credit
of his mafter Oc T A v 1Us 5 whofe villainy had thefe
farther aggravatiops, that he was generally believed
t6 have been a Pathic to Hrrr1us for hires
and Pansa had ever a tender regard for him, 2
regard fuperior to that which he owed his Country,
as he manifefted by the advice which he gave him
before hie expired under agonies caufed by the hard-
hearted contrivance of that his beloved and per-
fidious friend.

W 1TH this very Army of the Commonwealth
he turried head upon the Commonwealth, marched
in an hoftile manner to Rome, and fént a deputation
of Officers fo his Mafters the Senate, to demand
the Confulthip in the nime of the Legions: and,
upon fome hefitation fhewn by that venerable Body,
one of thefe armed Embaffadors laid his hand upon
his fword, and told them, * If you will not make
<¢ him Confil, this fhall.” For his firft credit with the
Senate he was beholden to CiceroO, at whofe fuit
he was trufted with command in conjunétion with
the Confuls, and dignified with the titlg ‘of Proprz-
tor. We fee how he requited the Senate, we fee
how he ferved the Confuls; and C1c e ro his father
in Counfel, and the father of the Republic, he
delivered up to be murdered and mangled by his
implacable enemy.

Scat. 1. Of zhe vindictive [pirit of OCT A
vius, and his borrid Cruelties.

¥ N the Battle of Philippi, Oc T AV 1 s was beaten
out of the field, his Camp feized, and, but for
the fortune and valour of AnTHONY, the day

muft have been loft.  After the victory he thewed
as

- e
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as much infolence and cruelty, as he had wanted
courage in it. He could not forbear manifefting
cowardly fpite to the dead body of BRuTus, be-
tore whom he had a little before fled for his life,
and fent the head of that excellent perfon to Rome,
10 be laid ignominioufly at the feet of the Statue of
Casar. Different was the treatment fhewn by
ANTHONY, who had faved OcTavius, and beat
Brutus. AnxTHONY beheld his Corpfe with
grief and tears, covered it with his own armour,
and treated it with refpect and tendernefs, OcT a-
vius had net greatnefs of heart enough for fuch
generous humanity 3 but treated every illuftrious
captive with bitter words and cowardly infults, and
put them to death without mercy®; fays SuzTo-
Nvius, To oneof thefe, imploring the privilege of
burial, the bafe Tyrant anfwered, ¢ That the fowls
“ of the air would foon regulate that matter.”
When a father begged mercy for his fon, and the
fon for the father, the merciful OcTAviUSs cam-
manded the father and fon to fight for the furvivor-
thip. This barbarous fight he beheld, beheld the
fon flay his father, and then himfelf for having done
it. Had not the remaining Prifoners reafon, when
they were brought before ANTHONY and him,
to falute the former with the honourable title of
Imperator, and the latter with invectives and con-
tempt ?

WiTH the fame cruel {pirit he behaved himfelf
after the fiege of Perufia. All who applied to him,
whether they pleaded innocence, or'begged mercy,
had one and the fame mercilefs anfwer®s ¢ Death is
‘¢ the lot of you all;” and they hatl it, Three
hundred of the chief, comprizing their Nobility and:

® In fplendidifimum quemque captivorum non fine verborum
<ontumelio fweviit,

¢ Moriendum efle. d

G2 Vlagiftrates,
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Magiftrates, were carriéd in chains to an Altar raifed
to Jurius C&Esar, and- there butchered like
cattle; as victims to hi¢ ghoft, upon the Ides of
March, the Anniverfary of his Affaflination. - The
City itfelf he delivered to the luft and plunder of
his foldiers, contrary to articles, and his faith given.
Never was a more tragical and harrible fcene.
After killing, robbing and ravithing, what the
{fword could not deftroy, the fire did; and that
great and beautiful City, one of the faireft in Italy,
was reduced to afhes. There were Hiftorians, who
afferted, that the quarrel between himand Lucsus
AnTonius, who had fhut himfelf up in that City,
was all feigned, and a contrivance between them,
for two reafons ; firft, to try who were real friends,
and who wer: covered enemies 3 and then, by the
conqueft and confifcation of fuch, to find « fund
for paying the Veterans their promifed largefs.

From the citizens of Nurfia he took all that
they had, their fubftance and even their city, and
fent them forth to wander and ftarve ; for no other
crime but that, for their fellow citizens, flain at the
fiege of Modena, they had raifed a Monument with
an Infcription, ¢ that they died for the public
“¢ liberty ;” though he had but juft before fought
and declared for the fame fide.

It is impofiible to paint the horrors of the Pro-
feription 3 by it every confiderable man in the Ro-
nian world, who was difliked, or fufpected by the
Triumvirate to difapprove their Tyranny, was
doomed to die; it was death to conceal or to help
them, and rewards were given to fuch as difcovered
and killed them. Many were betrayed and but-
chered by their flaves and freedmen ; many by their
treacherous hofts and relations ; and many fled with
their wives and tender children to the howling wil-
gernefs, and lived or perithed amongft woods and
wolves, Nothing was to be feen but blood and

flaughter 3
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flaughter ; the ftreets ware covered with carcaffes;
the heads of the illuftrious dead were expofed upon
the Roftra, and their bodies upon the pavement,
denied the mercy of burial, other than fuch as they.
found in the entrails of devouring dogs and rave-
nous birds, This laoked like dooming Rome to
perith at once 5 and when the other two were fatiated
with fo many butcheries, OcTAvivs, who
never had blood encugh, ftill perfifted to fhed
more. No fort of men efcape his cruelty, nor
Nobles, nor Knights, ftrangers nor acquaintance,
nay, nor his confidents, and favourite freedmen ;
nor even his old companion and tutor, ToraN1US,
no one knows why, unlefs for being an honeft man,
and a lover of his Country,

Tuese viGims continued daily for a courfe of
years ; the flighteft fufpicions, the vileft forgeries,
were grounds for flaughters, for illuftrious flaughters.
Nor could the great quality and venerable ftation of
QuinTus GELL1IUS the Pretor, nor his inno-
cence, exempt him from the bloody hands of the
executioner ; nor was execution the worft part of his
doom 5 he was by a band of foldiers feized in his
feat of juftice, hurried away and fu’?je&ed to the
torture, like the meaneft {lave ; but confefled nothing. .
Nor did all this injuftice and barbarity fatisfy the
gentle AvcusTus, fo much renowned for mode-
ration and clemency ; he had the brutal bafenefs to
dig out the eyes of that Magiftrate with his own
hands, before he allowed him the mercy of being
murdered outright. One of his favourite Minifters
fhewed his fentiments of the clemency of Avcus-
Tus plainly enough, upon the following occafion.
That Prince was judging fome criminals, and giving
himfelf over to revenge, and bloody decrees, with-
out check or compaffion, when the Minifter, who
abhorred to fee him engaged in fuch feats of cru- -

G 3 elty,
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elty, fent him anote, told him, ¢ he was a butcher,”
and bad him ¢¢ come down from his T'ribunal.””

Se&. 1II. Of the treachery, ingratitude, and
Surther cruelties of Ocravius. That
the [ame were wanton and voluntary.

THE condut of OcTavrivus in regard to
- ANTHONY, was, like the reft of his con-
duct, all one train of perfidioufnefs. Firft he made
court to ANTHONY, then fuborned rogues to
murder him ; then made war upon him with the
arms of the State ; then joined with him againft the
State ; then by the bravery of ANTHONY he con-
quered the Empire, and then by plots, and the valour
of AGR1PPA, he conquered ANTHONY ; then
he was devifing ways to deftroy AGripPP 4, and,
but for an expedient offered by M&£cEN as, had
deftroyed him.

W as it ftrange that againft fuch a Prince con-
fpiracies were frequent? As he was an Ufurper he
could not efcape fome ; his falthood and cruelties
begot others; and, from confiderations public as
well as perfonal, there was abundant caufe for many.
To punith one plot with exceeding violence, is a
fure way to produce more ; and, when there is no
fafety found in innocence, further methods will be
tried.

It is a poor defence for AvcusTus, to fay,
that it was from neceflity, and to ferve himfelf, that
he fhed fo much blood ; for, befides that his cruelty
was natural, wanton and unneceflary, why did he
feck to be in a ftation where atts of blood were
neceflary ? why did he ufurp the ftate ? why did he
make himfelf a mark for public and private ven-
geance ? was it not by ambition, was it not by

treachery, that he affumed Sovereignty ? was he not
a
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a public T'raitor ? and was it not his choice to be
-fo? why did he wilfully commit crimes fo Sagitious,
that in their defence he muft commit more? Can
one horrible iniquity efface another? Is a fubject
Jjuftified, who, becaufe he has deferved the pains of
treafon, raifes a rebellion againft his Prince, nay,
kills him, to be fafe ? No villainy ever was, or ever
can be perpetrated, which fuch reafoning will not
Jultify.

WHEN fome were bold and honeft enough to
talk to OL1vER CrRoOMWEL about his exceffes
and ufurpation, he afked them, What would you
have one in my ftation do ? He was well anfwered :
Sir, We would bave no bedy in your flation. To
vindicate murder from the neceflity of committing
it, in order to conceal robbery ; is to argue like a
murderer and 2 robber ; but it is honeft Logic, to
reply ; ¢¢ Do not rob, and then you need not be
¢ tempted to murder ; but if you will do one, and
¢ confequently both, remember that punithment
does or ought to follow crimes, and the more
crimes the more punithment. If, by a repetition
of crimes, you become too mighty to be punithed,
¢ you muft be content to be accurfed and abhorred
““ as an enemy to human race; you muft expeét
to have all men for your enemies, as you are an
enemy to all men; and fince you make fport
of the lives and liberties of men, you muft
not wonder, nor have you a right to complain,
if they have all of them memories and feeling,
and fome of them courage and fwords.”
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Se&. IV, Of the popular Arts and Acci-
 dents which raifed the Charatter of Av-
GUSTUS. '

AN'Y things concurred to favour the fame

of AugusTus, and to obliterate his re-
proach. He reigned very long, and eftablithed a
lafting peace ; a fpecial bleffing and refrefhment after
a Civil War fo Fong and ruinous?. For, though
that war was the child of his ambition, yet, in a
feries of enfuing tranquillity, it was forgot. Nay,
the greatnefs of the public calamities was a reafon
for forgetting them ; the generation who felt them,
were almoft all cut off by them ; and the next gene-
ration, which had not fuffered, did not remember*:
what the people had not feen, they did not lament.
‘When he died there were fcarce any living who had
beheld the old free State’. The people too were
deceived into a belief that they ftill enjoyed their old
Government, becaufe their Magiftrates had ftill their
old names, though with juft as much power as he
thought fit to leave them. This was the adwice of
M&EcENAas, that to the Officers of the State, the
fame names, pomp and ornaments fhould be con-
tinued, withall the appearances of authority without
powere, They were to have no military command
during their term, but to poffefs the old jurifdiction
of adjudging all caufes finally, except fuch as were
capital ; and though fome of thefe laft were left to
the Governor of Rome, an Officer newly created
by the Emperor, yet the chief were referved.

4 Cuna difcordiis civilibus feffa, fub imperium accepit.
€ Juniores poft Aftiacam victoriam, etiam fepes plerique
inter bella civium nati.
€ Quotufquifque reliquus qui Rempublicam vidiffet ?
¢ Fadem magiftratuum vocabula: fua confulibus, fua pra-
toribus fpecics.

Moreover



Discourses #pon TACITUS. 89

Moréover AuGUSTUS paid great court to the
people : the very Name that covered his Ufurpation.
was a compliment to them: he affetted to call it
the Power of the Tribunethip, an Office firft created
purely for their protection, and. as the ftrongeft
effort and barrier of popular Liberty. It was for
their fake and fecyrity, he pretended to affume this
Eower, though by it he acted as abfolutely as if he

ad called it the Dictatorial power; fuch energy
thereis in words! The Office itfelf was ereted as a
bulwark againft Tyranny; and by the name of it
Tyranny is now fupported. In the fame manper he
ufed and perverted the Confulthip ; another Magi-
ftracy peculiar to the Commonwealth, but by him
abufed to the ends of his Manarchy.

He likewife won the hearts of the people by
filling their bellies, by cheapnefs of provifions, and
plentiful markets. * This has infinite effect. If peo-
ple have plenty at home, they will not be apt to
difcover many errors or much iniquity in the public,
which will always be at quiet when particulars are fo.
But famine, or the fear of it, children crying for
bread, mothers weeping for their children, and huf-
bands and fathers unable to ftop their tears, and
find the neceffaries of life for themfelves, and fuch
dear relations ; all thefe are terrible materials for
tumults, fedition, and even for revolutions. But
people in eafe and plenty are under no temptation
to be inquiring into the title of their Prince, or
to refent alts o% power which they do not immedi-
ately feel.

Hx frequently entertajned them with Shews and
Spectacles ; a notable means to produce or continue
good humour in the populace, to beget kind withes
and zeal for the author of fo much joy, and to make
them forget Ufurpation, Slavery, and every public
evil. Thefe were indeed ufed for the ends of cor-
ruption and fervitude ; they rendred the people idle,

1 venal,
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venal, vicious, infenfible of private virtue, infen-
fible of public glory or difgrace; but the things
were liked, and the ends not feen, or not minded,
fo that they had their thorough effet; and the
Roman people, they who were wont to dire€t mighty
wars, to raife and depofe great Kings, to beftow
or take away Empires, they who ruled the world,
or dire&ted its rule, were fo funk and debauched,
that if they had but bread and fhews, their ambition
went no higher. y

By the fame arts Cardinal MaA zA R 1N began
to foften and debafe the minds of the French; and
after his death the like methods for promoting of
idlenefs and luxury were purfued ; fhews, debauch-

~ery, wantonnefs and riot were encouraged and be-
came common ; and after the Reftoration, England
adopted the modes of France, her worft modes.
There were fome, too many, who, unworthy, of their
own happinefs and Liberty, came to admire her
Government and misfortune ; and laboured, with the
fpirit of Parricides, though without their punith-
ment, to bring ours to the model of that.

I cannot omit obferving here, that by the fame
means that CE£s AR and Avucas T us acquired the
Empire, they deftroyed its force. In the Civil Wars
great part of the people perifhed, and the reftthey de-
bayched. They had utterly drained or corrupted that
foyrce of men which furnifhed foldiers who conquer-
ed the earth; henceforth the plebs ingenua became
a mere mob, addicted to idlenefs gnd their bellies,
void of courage, void of ambition, and carelefs of
renown, Armies were with difficulty raifed amongft
them ; when raifed, not good, pr apt to corrupt the
reft. It was fuch who excited the fedition in the
German Legions, after the death of AvcusTus by

- ® Vernacula multitudo, nuper a&to in urbe deletu, lafcive
fueta, laborum intolerans, implere ceterorum rudes.animos;
veniffe tempus, &c. An. 1. C. 31, -

_ 2 ¢ the
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¢ the recruits lately raifed in Rome, men accuf-
¢ tomed to the foftnefs and gaieties of the City,
¢ and impatient of military labour afd difcipline,
<¢ inflamed the fimple minds of all the reft by fedi-
< tious infufions, and harangues, {c.* Indeed the
Roman Armies (fo chiefly in name) were moftly
compofed of foreigners.

T o engage new creatures and dependencies, he
created many new Offices; as the multitude of
Offices in France is reckoned a great fupport of the
Authority Royal. He raifed many public buildings,
repaired many old, and to the City added many
edifices and ornaments. He attended bufinefs, re-
formed enormities; fhewed high regard for the
Roman name ; was fparing in admitting foreigners
to the rights of Citizens ; preferved public peace 3
procured public abundance, promoted public pleafurg
and feftivity ; often appeared in perfon at the public
diverfions, and in all things ftudied to render him-
feif dear to the populace. In truth, when he had
done all the mifchief he could, or all that he wanted,
and more, he ceafed his cruelty and ravages. This
too was imputed to him for merit. He was rec-
koned very good, becaufe he began to do lefs mif-
chief. It was a rational faying of that madman
Cavrricuwia, * that calamitous and tragical to the
¢ Roman people were the hoafted Victories of his
¢¢ great grandfather AvcusTus;” and therefore
lfme forbad them to be folemnized annually for the
uture,

Seék,
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Set. V. Though AvucustUs courted the
- people, . and particular Senators, he conti-
siued to deprefs public Liberty, and the

d’ﬂﬂ_t é.

UT, amidftall thefe acs of popularity and
B beneficence, and this plaufible behaviour of
AvcusTus, the root of the evil remained and
fpread ; the bulwarks of Liberty were daily broken
down, and having lulled the public afleep, he was
fowing his tares. The beft of his Gevernment
was but the funthine of Tyranny*. AvcusTus
wis become the centre and meafure of all things;
he was the Senate, Magiftracy and Laws; the
arms of the Republic he had wrefted out of her
hands ; thofe who had wielded them for her, he
had flain’, " The armies of the State were now
thé armies of AtvcusTus, and every Province
where Legions were kept or neceffary, he re-
ferved to” himfelf; fuch as were unarmed he left
to the Sepate and people; in kindnefs forfooth
to them ; for he ftudied to relieve them from all
anxlety and fatigue, and to leave them nothing to
do; but would take all the care and trouble to
himfelf. Italy, the original foil of Liberty and
Freemen, he utterly difarmed, agreeably to the
Maxims of abfolute Ialqnarchy. The Roman people
and the Roman Senate he had reduced to cyphers
and carcaffes™. Hence all the fubmiffion and “duty
formerly paid to the free State, were, with her power,
transferred to the Emperor, and certain wealth and

X Ubi milittm donis, populum annona, cunéos dulcedine
pacis pellexit, infurgere paulatim, munia Senatus, Magiftra-
taum, Legum, in fe trahere. )

! Bruto & Caffio c2fis, nulla jam publica arma.

® Patres & plebem, invalida & inermia.

preferment
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preferment were the rewards -of ready fervility and
acquiefcence ". _ ,

THis fhews that, however he- deprefled the
power of the Senate, he paid great court to par-
ticular Senators; and it is too true, that as men
generally love themfelves better than their Country,
they too eafily poftpone the public intereft to their
own. ’ : :

Set. VI. What Fame he derived from the
Poets and other flattering Writers of bis

time.

HE Renown of A v G us T Us wasalfo notably

blazoned by the Hiftorians and Poets of his
time ; men of excellent wit, but egregious flatterers.
According to them,A v usTus had all the accom-
plithments te be acquired by men, the magnanimity
of Heroes, the perfections and genius of the Deity,
and the innocence peculiar to the primitive race of
men. After fo many inftances of his cruelty, re-
venge, felfithnefs, exceflive fuperftition, and defect
in courage; after all the crying calamities and
afflictions, all the oppreflion and vaffalage, that his
ambition had brought upon his Country and the
globe, one would think that fuch praifes muft have
pafled for fatire and mockery. But ambition,
fuccefsful ambition, is a credulous paffion ; or whe-
ther he believed fuch praifes or no, he received
them gracioufly, and carefled the Authors. Hence
fo much favour to Virc 1L and Horack, and to
fuch other wits as knew how to be good Courtiers ;
and hence every admirer of thofe charming Poets,
is an admirer of AvcusTus, who was fo gene-

" Quanto quis fervitio promptior, opibus & honoribus extolle-
rentur.
® —Nihil eft quod credere de fe
Non poffit cum laudatur Diis zqua poteftas.
rous
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fous to6 them, and is the chief burden of their
Panegyrics.

Suppost he had mifcarried ; fuppofc the Com-
nfohwealth reftored; and him pumihed as a Traitor
iftéad of gaining the Sovereignty ; would not the
Hittotians, would not the Poe tshave then fpoke as the
1% fsoke, that Law by which he had certainly
forfeited his life? would not BRuTus and Cassius
have then filled their mouths with Panegyrics, as
the Saviours of the State ? would they have lamented
that the Ufurpation failed, and extolled the Ufurper?
IsCaTr1vinE extolled, or are the Ufurpations of
Cruna, SyLra, or MarI1vus? nor was the
conduct and domination of either, half fo barbarous

“and tragical as was that of AvcusTus fora courfe
of years. The truth is, their Tyranny was fhort-
lived, unfuccefsful, or refigned.

JdNtquiry unprofperous or punifhed, no man

ifes 5 but wickednefs exceeding great and trium-
phant, “almoft all men do, as well as decry virtuous
attempts defeated. CE£sar and AvcusTus fuc-
ceeded ; and their flattery continued, becaufe their
yovernment and race did ; PSycophancy is ever a
conftant attendant upon greamefs, fays PaTER-
¢ v us, who was himfelf a fcandalous flatterer, and
has in his Hx(’cory, miferably perverted truth, or
utterly fupprefled it, that he might lye for the Cefars.
When Truth was treafon, who would venture to
fpeak it? and when Flattcry bore a vogue and a
price, there were enough found to court it, and take
it. Hence the partiality or filence of Poets and
Hiftorians *,

[

P Semper magnz fortunz comes adeft adulatio.
% Glifcente adulatione deterrerentur.

Seét.
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Se&. VIL. Of the falfe Glory fought and
acquired by AU GUSTUS, from the badnefs
0f5 his Succeffors.

NOTHER fignal advantage to the name
A and memory of AvcusTus, was the bad-
nefs of his Succeflors ; and for his pofthumous luftre
he was indebted to the extreme mifery of the Roman
people. In proportion as T1Bewr1Us, CaLI-
cuLa, e were detefted, AvcusTus was re-
gretted ; yet who but AucusTus Was to be
thanked for thefe monfters of cruelty ? They were
legacies by him entailed upon that great State,
and he was even fufpeted to have furrendered the
Roman people to the Tyranny of TiBERIUS,
purely to enhance his own praife with pofte-
rity, by the comparifon and oppofition of their
Reigns®. He fought renown from a counfel for
which he deferved abhorrence. He had made a
feint or two to abdicate the Sovereignty ; had he
been in earneft, he might at leaft have contrived,
that his Ufurpation fhould laft no longer than his
life, and have left for a legacy to the Roman people
that Liberty of which he had robbed them; that
dominion over themfelves, which none but them-
felves had any right to exercife. The truth is, his
power and name were dearer to him than the Roman
people or human race ; he made provifion by a long
train of fucceffors againft any poifible relapfe into
Liberty®. When he had no longer any heir of
his own blood, or none that he liked, he adopted
the fons of his wife ; and even the wort of them
was deftined to the fucceffion .

T Comparatione deterrima fibi gloriam quarfiviffe.
* Provifis etiam haredum in Rempublicam opibus.
, " Ne fucceffor in incerto foret.

Ir
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. IF it be faid that by fuch adoption he fortified
himfelf, and confidered heirs as® the ftays and
fecurity of his domination ; this ftill fhews what
was uppermoft in his views, that he meant to per-
petuate flavery. If he had ftudied the good of Rotne,
why was not T1BER1US, whom he knew to be
tyrannical and arrogant, poftponed? why was not
his brother Dr usus, the moft accomplithed and
popular man in the Empire, preferred? or (after
his death) GErManicUs his fon, one equally
deferving, and equally beloved ? It is even faid that
he loved Drusvus, loved GErRMANICUS, and
was fufpected to have hated and defpifed T'1B k-
R1Us; yet TiBER1US was preferred, and had
the world bequeathed to him. 'Was it done to pleafe
his wife ? then he loved her better than the Roman
people, nay, preferred her caprice to the felicity
of humankind. DR usus had declared his purpofe
to reftore the Commonwealth ; the fame intention
is fuppofed to have beeninGErMaN1cuUs. This
perhaps was the reafon for fetting them afide *; as$
was faid of T1BERTIUS,

Se&. VIII. The Charatter of Aucustus.

: S to the Charatter of AvcusTus, he was
A a man of Senfe and Art; his courage below
his capacity, his capacity below his fortune, yet his
fortune below his fame 3 becaufe his fame was the
child of able flattery as well as of propitious fortune.
He was a cunning man, not a great genius; dex-
trous to apply the abilities of others to his own ends,
and had ability enough to be counfelled by fuch as
had more;; his defigns were rather incidental and pro-

¢ Subfidia dominationis.
* Quippe illi non perinde curx gratia prefentium, quam in
pofteros ambitio.

greffive,
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greflive, than vaft and conceived at once; and he
cannot be {aid to have maftered fortune, but to have
been led by it. In the times of the Repubic he
would have made but a middling figure ; in the
ftation and purfuits of Jurrus C&sa R, none at
all. Itis not in the leaft likely that he would have
thought or attempted what C & s a R accomplifhed.
He wanted C £s A r’s mafterly {pirit, the eclat of
that confummate Warrior, his boundlefs Liberality,
his enchanting Eloquence. For the Eloquence of
Avcustus, which was eafy and flowing, fuch as
became a Prince, was quite different from that tor-
rent of Language, and power of {peaking neceflary
to agitate and controul the fpirit of Republicans,
and came far thort of the talent of Jurivs, who
ftood in rank with the moft diftinguithed Orators.
I know not whether the vices of the Dictator had
not more popular charms than the virtues of
Avcustus. CmEsar made his way to the
Throne, AvcusTus found it already made, or,
where difficulties occurred, was conduéted by the
fuperior lights and force of others, whom he reward-
ed with all the meannefs of ingratitude, and even
cruelty, and did many things which the great heart
of Ca&£sAr would have {fcorned. No great mind
ever delighted in petty mifchiefs ; though to da
;nighty evil an elevated genius is not always necef-
ary.

Se&. IX. Of the Helps and Caufes which
acquired and preferved the Empire to
Avcustus. His great Power and For-
tune no proof of extraordmary Ability.

THAT AvcusTus acquired the Empire,
is not a proof of talents grand and furprizing ;
a thoufand things concurred to it, times and acci-
* dents, friends and enemies, the living and the dead,
Vor. L H fought
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fought and contrived for him; Cmsar, Ax
THONY, the authority ef the Senate, the folly
and corruption of the people, the eloquence and
abilities of Crcero, feafonable conjunctures, the
oppofition of fome, the compliance or intoxication
of others, nay, the charmsof CLeoraTRA, and
his own treachery and fears: All thefe coincided to
puth him forwards, and to hoift him into Sovereignty ;
nor indeed wanted he dexterity to improve oppor-
tunities ; for he was a notable man, judged well,
and had a turn for bufinefs. ’

Nor did &t require much genius to hold the
Empire, when he had got it.  All who could op-
pofe him were flain or {fubdued. He had Armies
and Guards ; and the people were difarmed and en-
flaved ; the State was fo thoroughly maftered, the
Roman {pirit {o entirely broken *, that any the moft
contemptible wretch among men, provided he were
but vouched by the Armies, and called C £s AR,
might ruley infult, and lay wafte the Roman world
at his pleafure . What was CarLicura, what
were NEro and Cravuprus? were they not
monfters, who but for fhape and fpeech, were ut-
terly disjoined from humanity ? and yet were not
thefe monfters fuffered, nay adored, and deified,
while they were wallowing m the blood of men,
and making fpoil of the creation? Nor were the fa-
vages) cut off by any effort of the Roman people,
but by the inftruments of their own cruelty, their
wives, foldiers and {laves.

Tuus it was poflible to be Mafters of mankind,
not only without common fenfe, and common mercy
and compaffion, but even armed with intenfe and
fettled hate againft the race of men, and daily exert-
ing it. The rule and havock of a Lion, or any

* Verfo civitatis ftatu, nihil ufquam prifci & integri moris.
¥ Omnis exuta zqualitate juffa principis afpeare.

I other
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other beaft of prey, would have been lefs pernicious,
and lefs difgraceful to the Roman people, though
he had required for his fuftenance a veflel of hu-
man blood every day. Nay, had the imperial Lion
kept about him a Court and Guard of fubordi-
nate Lions for his Inftruments and Counfellors,
they could not have worried and devoured fafter
than did the Accufers, Freedmen, Poifoners, and
Affaflins of the Emperors. Cruelty, infpired by
hunger, ceifes when hunger is affwaged 5 but cruelty,
created by fear and malice, is never fatiated, nor
knows any bounds. So much lefs dangerous and
pernicious are the jaws and rapacioufnefs of a Tyger,
than the jéaloufy and rage of a Tyrant, his flatterers
and executioners.

Now where was the difficulty to AvcusTUus,
where the neceffity of high wifdom, to maintamn
the Sovereignty, when fuch defpicable wretches could
maintain themfelves in it for a courfe of years?
The Romans, who were mafters of mankind, were
become the tame property, the vaffals and victims
of creatures equal to no office in a State, even the
meaneft and moft contemptible office ; creatures
void of underftanding, void of courage.  Such,
without aggravation, were the Lords of Rome for
feveral fucceflive reigns.  Such as were a {candal to
human Nature, trod upon the necks and wantoned
in the blood of human kind ; nay, delegated this
work, and the difpofal of the Romans life and
property, to the vileft of their domeftics and
dependants, their fpies, informers, and bond-flaves,

H 2 DIS-
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DISCOURSE V.

Of Governments free and arbitrary, more
efpecially that of the C&saRs.

Sea. 1. The Principle of God's appointing
and protecting Tyrants, an Abfurdity not
believed by the Romans.

nominious was borne by the Romans out of
Principle. Their Religion, as vain and fuper-
ftitious as it was, had never offered fuch an infult to
common fenfe, as to teach them that their Deities,
as capricious as they thought them, warranted Ty-
ranny, and fancified Tyrants 3 that the brutal and
bloody CarLiGcuLa, Was the beloved and Vice-
gerent of Jove, almighty, all-wife and all-merci-
ful ; that the worft of men had a commiffion from
Heaven to opprefs all men, and to deftroy the beft 5
that murder, rapine and mis-rule were Government,
and fuch lawlefs and bloody robbers were Governors
divinely appointed; that Society had no remedy
againft devouring luft, and the raging fword, which
were deftroying all the ends of Society, and Society
it felf. Thefe are Abfurdities below Paganifm and
all its chimeras; even the Superftition of Pagans
never broached fuch blafphemies and indignities to
God and Man ; never propagated Doctrines which
would have turned men into idiots, deftitute of re-
fleCtion and feeling, nay, into beafts of burden, and
beafts for facrifice ; turned the Deities into Devils 3
human fociety into a chaos of blood and carcaffes,
and this earth into a place of torments. It never
entered

I Do not find that a fervitude fo beaftly and ig-
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entered into the heart of a Greek or a Roman, no®
into any heart which felt the fentiments of virtue and
humanity, that it was unlawful to defend Law; a
crime to ward againft murder, barbarity, and defo-
lation ; and an impiety to do the moft godlike
action which can be done on this fide Heaven, that
of difarming a Tyrant, and faving one’s Country
from perithing. It is true, that the Romans flattered
their Tyrants, as Tyrants ever will be flattered ;
but as the names and appearances of the old Govern-
ment ftill fubfifted, they pretended to believe that
none but the old Laws were exercifed ; and by the
old Laws the Emperors ftill pretended to act. For
feveral generations after the State was enflaved,
and even during the Reigns of the worft of the
Casars, the Romans exprefled high contempt for
Nations who were avowedly flaves, and for Kings
who were avowedly arbitrary ; and it then continued
ufual to behold foreign Monarchs attending the levee
and train of the Roman Magiftrates and Governors
of Provinces; nay, they were fometimes denied
accefs, and treated with great {corn,

GovErRNMENT is doubtlefs a facred thing,
and juftly claims all reverence and duty ; but in the
idea of Government is implied that of public Pro-
tection and Security ; that it is the terror of evil
doers, and the encouragement of fuch as do well.
But when what was Government ceafes 3 and what is’
called Government, is, in reality, general oppreffion,
havock, and fpoil 5 when a power prevails which
is fwayed by evil doers to the deftruction of all who
do well ; when law and righteoufnefs are banithed,’
luft and iniquity triumph ; property is violently in-
vaded, and lives are wantonly deftroyed; is this
Government too ? If it be, I thould be glad to know
what is not Government,

H 3 Sect,
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Se&t. Il The reafonablenefs of refifting Ty-
rants afferted, from the Ends of Govern-
ment, and the Neture of the Deity. Qpi-
nions the moft impions and extravagant,
why taught, and how eafily [wallowed.

T is certainly unlawful to refift Government ;

_ but it is certainly lawful to refift the deviation
from Government, to refift what deftroys Govern-
ment and men. To refift the abufe of Government, is
to affift Government. It is allowed to be juft to help
our protectors ; but it is equally juft to oppofe our
enemies, madmen and fpoilers. Now what was
Nero, what Caricura and Cravuprus?
one a bloody idiot, the other an inhuman madman ;
the firft like the fecond, and all of them public
robbers and butchers.  If their courfe of cruelties
and oppreffion was Government, fo are plagues,
tempefts and inundations; but if their lives and
actions were altogether pernicious and deteftable ; the
exterminating of fuch monfters from amongft men,
would have been a fervice to the whole.race. Was
Tarquin half fo black and odious? yet who
has ever blamed his expulfion ? was the Infolence
and Tyranny of T'a R qu 1N the Ordinance of God ?
what then was the fucceeding Government of the
People and Senate? if this was the Ordinance of
God too; then every Government good and bad,
or rather Mif-government as well as Government,
public robbery and ruin, as well as public fecu-
rity and protection, may be equally faid to be his
Ordinance ; and there are Ordinances of his that
combat one another, like the two Angels contending
in one of the Prophets. But if the Tyranny of
TarRQUIN was, and the eftablifhing of the free
State was not the Ordinance of God, then are not the
Patrons of this opinion obliged to fay, and to main-
tain
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tain this grofs and blafphemous abfurdity, that the
divine Being difapproves of good Government,
Equity and Laws, and delights in injuftice, cruelty
and confufion ; not in the rule of equal juftice, but
in the ravages of luft and iniquity?

To fay that all Governments, the good and the
bad, are alike to him, equally inviolable, is to fay
that he takes no cognizance of things below ; and
at this rate, there is, in his fight, no fuch thing as
guilt and innocence. To alledge that that Govern-
ment which is beft for men, s difliked by him ; and
the rule of luft is preferable to that of Laws; is to
make him worfe than indifferent, the patron of wan-
tonnefs and oppreflion; a foe to order and benevolence,
fonder of one man’s caprice and violence, than of the
happinefs of millions ; nay a profefled advocate for
iniquity, a profeffed adverfary to all public righteouf-
nefs. If it be faid, that he approves not of T'yranny
himfelf, and yet would not have it refifted by others
this is nonfenfe added to prophanenefs ; fince what
he neither checks nor allows to be checked, he may
be faid to approve. If I fce a man going to com-
mit murder, and by terrible threatning and penal-
ties reftrain fuch as would reftrain him, will it not
be conftrued, that I chofe to have the murder per-
petrated ? It makes him befides a hard-hearted being,
who forbids to remedy the higheft human evil, nay,
wilfully dooms human kind to the fevereft mifery.

I never heard that he has forbid under any pe-
nalty the ufe of Medicines againft the Plague, and
I think I have found the reafon why I never heard
it; the Plague has no treafures, nor dignities to
recompence flatterers. Had it been worth while
to have made fuch prohibition a Do¢trine of Religion;
that is, had it been pleafing to Power, and the way to
favour, I doubt not but it would have gained ground,
and many followers, as other do¢trines equally abfurd
have done, where the gain and craft of a few have

H 4 been
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been followed and defended by the fuperftition and zeal
of many ; witnefs Tranfubftantiation, Purgatory,
Auricular Confeffion, blind Obedience under the rod
of Tyranny, &. The Turks out of bigotry to that
of Predeftination, forbear all precautions againft the
Plague, when raging on every fide of them. It is
impoffible to invent a Do@&rine fo monftrous and
mifchievous, but it will meet with partizans and ad-
mirers, provided the inventors have convenient
names and habiliments, without which the moft
illuflrious and benevolent truths will hardly pats
with a multitude bewitched with the magic of words
and fuperftition.

It is impofiible for the hearts of men to contrive
a principle more abfurd and wicked, than that of
annexing divine and everlafting vengeance to the
refifting of the moft flagrant mifchief which can
poflibly befal the fons of men ; yet it has found inven-
tors and vouchers. Itis plain from this inflance, and
from a thowand more, that there is no wickednefs of
which the hearts of men are not capable, and that the
wretchednefs of the whole race weighs not fo much
with them as their own profit and pleafure. It would
feemn from hence, as if we had lived in the dregs and
barbarifm of time, fince to the late age (at leaft here
in Chriftendom) was referved the infamy of hatch-
ing a Montfter {o horrible, that to its birth was facri-
ficed all Senfe and Humanity, all the confiderations,
and even the effence of Truth, Order and Liberty.

T 1 & advocates for this impious tenet, which re-
prefents the great and good God as incenfed with
men for ftriving to remove their chains and forrows,
are, by defending T'yranny, fo much worfe than Ty-
rants, as a Scheme of Barbarity coolly and deli-
berately contrived or defended, is more heinous than
particular alts of barbarity committed in the heat
and hurry of paffion, and as Murder is a greater
crime than Manflaughter,

WHar
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W aT avail Laws and Liberty, ever fo excel-
lently framed, when they are at the mercy of law-
lefs rage and caprice? If we are forbid by God to
defend Laws, why do we make them? Is it not
unlawful to make what it is unlawful to defend ?
What elfe is the end of Government, but the felicity
of men; and why are fome raifed higher in Society
than others, but that all may be happy? Has God
ever interpofed againft the eftablifhment of Society
upon a good foot ? If he hasnot, but wills the good
of Society, and of men, how comes he to interpofe
againft the defence of an Eftablifhment which he no-
where forbids, and againft that good which he is faid
to will 7 What more right had N e r o to take away
the lives of innocent men than any other Affaflin ;
what more title to their fortune than any other Rob-
ber 3 what better right to fpill their blood than any
Tyger? And is it unlawful to refift Robbers, and
Affaffins, and Beafts of Prey? Did the Almighty
ever fay of that beaftly Tyrant, ¢¢ Touch not
“ Nrro my Anointed, nor do his Ruffians any
¢ harm ?” Did N ero's ftation leffen or abrogate
his crimes ?

W aa T idea does it give of God, the Father of
mercies and of men, to reprefent him fcreening that
enemy to God and man, as a perfon facred and in-
violable, and holding his authority from himflf;
the merciful and holy Jehovah protecting an inhu-
man Deftroyer! What more relation could there
be between God and N £ r 0, than between God and
an Earthquake, God and a Conflagration or Maf-
facre ? The very phrafe is thocking to the foul! Is
fuch reprefentation likely to make the name and
nature of God amiable to men, likely to excite them
to love and reverence him? Sataw is faid to be
delighted with the miferies and calamities of men ;
and, to fuppofe that wicked Being concerned for the
fecurity of a Tyrant, whofe office it is to debai;el

I an
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and affli® human race, is natural and confiftent
with his Chara&er. But I with men would not father
upon the Author of all good fuch counfels and in-
clinations, as can only {uit the father of cruelties
and lies.

Sc&. U1 The danger of flavih Principles
to [uch as truft in them, and the notorious
infecurity of lawwlefs Might.

EITHER have Tyrants and Oppreflors
been much obliged to this enflaving Doétrine,
which has generally filled them with falfe confidence
and fecurity 5 it has always made them worfe, fel-
dom fafer ;5 and, without doing any good, been the
caufe of much evil to their poor fubjects. The
Turks hold it as an Article of Faith, and it is one
worthy of Turkith grofsnefs and barbarity ! yet
where has the depofing and murdering of Princes
been fo common as in Turkey? The Monarch is
told he may do what he pleafes ; their Religion tells
him fo, the holy Mufti, who explains it, tells him {o,
and from God he tells him fo ; but notwithftanding
all thefe holy Authorities, this perfon fo facred,
and guarded with fecurities human and divine, s
often butchered with lefs form than a common male-
factor, and even with the Mufti’s confent and affift-
ance. ‘Thus it has happened to feveral in a Century ;
had not their power been fo great, their fecurity
would have been greater.
* A~ abfolute Prince is of all others the moft in-
- fecure ; as he proceeds by no rule of Law, he can
have no rule of Safery. He as by violence, and
violence is the only remedy againft him. Now
violence which is confined to no rule, but as various
and unlimited as the paffions and devices of men,

 Nunquam fatis fida potentia, ubi nimia,
can
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can never be parried by any certain provifion or
defence. His acts of cruelty upon particulars, whe-
ther done for revenge or prevention, do but alarm
other particulars to fave themiclves by deftroying
him. Men who apprehend their lives to be in
danger, will venture any thing to preferve them s
or if they do more than apprehend and be already
become defperate, we know to what lengths defpair
will puth them. Thus Carrcura, thus Do-
miTian and CommMopus, were flaughtered by
thofe whom they had doomed to flaughter. Nor
Armies nor Guards can prevent the machinations and
efforts of a fecret enemy ; even amongft his Armies
aad Guards fuch a one may be found, nay, in his
Houthold, in his Bed-chamber, amongft his Kindred,
nay, amongft his Children.

WHEeN Princes act by Law, in cafe of hardfhip
upen particulars, there is a remedy to be fought
fromthe Law ; and when the Law fairly adminiftered
will afford none, they will acquiefce ; or, if they
blame any thing, they will blame the Law, but a
remedy they will be apt to feek ; and, when they
fuffer not from Law, but from mere violence, they
will have recourfe to violence. Neither can a people
be ever fo funk or deadened by Oppreflion, but
much provocation, fome management and a fkilful
leader, will find or raife fome fpirit in them, often
enough to accomplith great Revolutions ; witnefs
Sicily under the French, Swifferland under the Yoke
of Auftria, and the Low Countries under that of
Spain ; nay, the moft confummate and profeffed flaves,
thofe of Turkey, often roufe themfelves, and caft-
ing their proud rider to the earth, trample him to
death, .

InpEeeD flaves enraged are the moft dangerous
populace ; becaufe having no other refource againft
oppreffion, they repel violence with outrage 5 a little
Ipark often raifes a gregt flame ; and a flame foon

fpreaus
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fpreads to a Conflagration, where materials are pres
pared, as they almoft eternally are in Governments that
are abfolute or aiming to be fo. The Commotions at
Paris, during the Minority of the late King, were
followed by others all over France, though the whole
Kingdom had been for a great while before, by the
Tyranny of the Adminiftration, frightened, de-
fpairing, and even lethargic; but the refentment
and convulfions that followed this falfe calm, had
Iike to have overfet the Monarchy. Nor can any
public calm be certain, or any Government fecure,
where the people are pillaged and opprefled. Peo-
ple that are ufed like beafts, will act like beafts
and be mad and furious, when buffeted and ftarved.

Se. IV.  Princes of little and bad Minds,
moft greedy of Power. Princes of large
and good Minds chufe to rule by Law and
Limitations.

T is poor and contemptible ambition in a Prince,
that of fwelling his Prerogative, and catching at
advantages over his People; it is feparating him-
felf from the tender relation of a Father and Pro-
tector, a Charalter which conftitutes the Glory of
2 King ; and afluming that of a foe, and an en-
fnarer . This is what a Prince of a great and be-
nevolent fpirit will confider ; not himfelf as a lordly
Tyrant, nor them as his Property and Slaves ; but
himfelf and them under the amiable and engaging
ties of Magiftrate and fellow Citizens. Such was
the difference between a Queen EL1zABETH and
a2 Ricuarp the fecond ; how glorious and pro-
fperous the Reign of the one, how infamous and un-
happy that of the other! what renown accompanies
ker memory, what fcorn his! It is indeed apparent

® Non dominationem & fervos; fed re&orem & cives cogitaret.
' ~ from
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from our Hiftory, that thofe of our Princes who
thirfted moft violently after arbitrary ryle, were
chiefly fuch as were remarkable for poor fpirit, and
{mall genius, Pedants, Bigots, the timorous and ef+
feminate.

Tuze French Hiftorians obferve that the worfk
and weakeft of their Kings were fondeft of Domi-
nion, and their beft and wifeft contented with ftinted
Power, and the rule of Laws. L ewi1s the eleventh,
fays Cardinal D RET2z, was more crafty than
wife. He was in truth a genuine T'yranty he tram-
pled upon the Laws of the Kingdom, and the lives
of his Subjects, pillaged and opprefled all manner
of ways, and followed no Counfel but that of his
Luft and Caprice. But what advantage or content,
what fecurity or fame did he draw from his exorbi-
tant encroachments and power # No man ever lived
under a blacker feries of fears, and cares, and fufpi-
cions, or died in greater mifery and terrors ; and in
his life, and death, and memory he is equally de-
teftable ¢ L ewis the thirteenth, a man naturally
harmlefs, but filly, was jealous of his authority,
purcly becaufe he was ignorant about it; but
Hzew~Rrvy the fourth, who was born with a Soul
great and generous, never diftrufted the Laws, be-
caufe he trufted in the uprightnefs of his own De-
figns. Il ne fe defioit pas des loix, parce qi’il fe fioit
en lui méme, fays D& ReTz. Another French
Mongrch of great name, loved and enjoyed unbridled
Dominion, but had no greatnefs of mind or genius
anfwerable to the meafure of his ambition. He
had a fort of ftiffnefs and perfeverance, by his flat«
terers ftiled Fortitude and Firmnefs, but in reality
arifing from arrogance or obftinacy ; qualities found
in the weakeft women, and eminently in his mother.
In Religion he was a bigot ; in Politics falfe, fufpi-

S Vid. Puiv, De Comings and MEZERAY,
cious,
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cious, and timid; in Government infolent and op-
preflive 5 the property of his Miftrefles, the Pupil
of his Confeflors, the Dupe of his Minifters ; a fore
Plague to his Neighbours ; a forer to his own People 5
vainly addicted to War without the talents of a War-
fior ; a difhonourable Enemy, a fdithlefs Ally ; and,
with {mall Abilities, a great Troubler of the World.
It was natural to fuch an Imperial Wolf as
CavriculLa; to delight in power as favage as his
own bloody fpirit, and to boaft that he had an un-
Iimited privilege to do whatever his will or fury
fuggefted ¢; but worthy of the benevolent and hu-
mane hearc of TraAjaN, were the words by him
ufed to his chief Officers, when he prefented them
with the fword. ¢ This fword, this badge of Au-
thority, you hold from me ; but turnit, if ¥ deferve
it, againft me °” Now; did the challenging and
exercife of this monftrous power fecure CaricuLa j
or did the difavowing of it leflen the fecurity of
TRrRAJaN? quite otherwife ; the former was ab-
horred and affaflinated as a Tyrant ; the latter was
adored living, and died lamented, as a public Fa-
ther and Guardian: T RrRajanN knew no other
purpofe of Imperial Prerogative, but that of pro-
tecting the People ; hor indeed is there any other
ufe of Emperors and Prerogatives upon earth.
Cardinal DE RE Tz fays, that with all the ar-
guments and pains he could ufe, he could never
bring the Queen Regent to underftand the mganing
of thefe words, the Public. She thought that to
confult the intereft of the People was to be a Re-
publican, and had no notion that the Government
of a Prince was any thing elfe but Royal Will
and Authority, rampant and without bounds. Was
it any wonder, that the people of France gafped under
Oppreflions and Taxes, when the Government was
4 Omnia fibi in homines licere,
¢ Pro me; fi merear, in me.

fwayed
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fwayed by fuch a Woman, herfelf blindly governed
by MAZARINE, a public Thief, if ever there
was any ; one convicted to have ftollen from the
Finances nine millions in a few years; one who
had fpent his younger years in low rogueries 3 who
had no maxims of rule but fuch as were adapted to
the fvereft T'yranny in Italy, that of the Pope ; and
one, who, in the higheft poft of firft Minifter, could
never help thewing the bafe fpirit of a little Sharper.
Le wilain caur paroiffoit todjours au travers, fays
De ReTz: the Duke of Orleans called him ##
Scelerat, & Miniftre incapable & abborré du genre
bumaii 5 un Menteur fieffé.

Se&. V. The Wifdom and Safety of ruling
by flanding Laws, to Prince and People.

T was a fine anfwer of THEoromPUs King
of Lacedzmon to his wife, who reproached him
that he would leave the Kingfthip diminifhed to his
fons, by creating the Ephori: 2es, fays he, I fball
leave it fmaller, but I fhall leave it more permanent.
Varerius MaxiMmus explains this by a very
Juft reflettion; * THropomPUSs’s reafon was
*“ full of pertinency and force ; for, in reality, that
¢ Authority which bounds itfelf, and offers no in-
¢ juries, is expofed to none. The king therefore
by reftraining Royalty within the juft limits of
Laws, did as much endear it to the Affections
of his Countrymen, as he pruned it of all Licen-
¢ tioufnefs and Terror £’ .
It is as rare for a Prince limited by Laws, and con-
tent with his power, to reign in forrow, or to die tragi-
cally, as it is uncommon for thofe who have no bounds
fet them, or will fuffer none, to efcape a miferable

({3
€<

(14

f Optime quidem ; ea demum tuta eft potentia, que viribus
fuis modum imponit. Theopompus i.itur legitimis regnum vin-
calis conftringendo, quo longius a licertia retraxit, hoc propius
ad benevolentiam civium admovit. Val. Max L. 4.C.1.

Reign,
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Reign, and unbloody end. The power of the Romar
Kings was, from the firft eftablithment; very fhort;
they had no negative voice in the Senate, and could
neither make War nor Peace.  'What Tacrtus
fays of RomMuLuse®, can only mean his admi-
niftring juftice, as the chief Magiftrate, between
man and man, or perhaps his encroachments upon
the Senate towards his latter end, for which, it is
thought, he paid dear. .

W H E R E the Government is arbitrary and {evere,
the opprefled people will be apt to think that no
change can make their condition worfe 3 and there-
fore will be ready to with for any, nay, to rifque a
Civil War, rifque frefh evils and calamities, to get
rid of the prefent, and to be revenged on their Op-
prefor.  Such was the temper of the Romans upon
the revolt of Sacrovir; they even rejoiced in
it, and, in hatred to Tiser1Us, withed {uccefs
to the public enemy® People will be quiet and
patient under burdens, however heavy, which Law
lays on 3 for they fuppofe that laws are founded upon
reafon and neceffity ; but impofitions the moft rea-
fonable will be apt to appear unreafonable and ty-
rannical, where they proceed from the will of one.
Mere will is fuppofed to act without reafon, and to
be only the effeét of wantonnefs; hence the ac-
quiefcence of a free people however taxed, and from
their acquiefcence, the fafety of their Governors.
Hence too the induftry and wealth, and confequently
the peaceablenefs of the country 3 for induftry and
wealth are things exceeding quiet and tame, and only
aim at fecuring themfelves ; whereas idlenefs and
indigence are uneafy, tumultuous, and defperate.
Befides, he who pays twenty thillings in a free
Government, and pays it chearfully, would not per.

2 Nobis Romulus ad libitum imperitaverat.
h Mulii odio prefentium, & cupidine mutationis, fuis quifque
periculis lztabantur.
haps,
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haps, were the Government changed, pay willingly
ten, nay, perhaps be unable to pay it, though by the
change no new taxes were added. While the Law
requires it, he will imagine that no more than
enough is required ; and as the fame Law leaves him
all the reft to himfelf, he will be induftrious to acquire
more, and as much as he can ; but when the quan-
tity of his Tax depends upon the caprice or avarice
of one ; when the more he is worth, the more he will
be taxed, or even fancies that he will be, he will
grow idle, difcontented and defponding, and rather
live poor and lazy, than labour to male his Tox-
mafter rich. Not to mention the turious Monarchies
of the Eaft deftructive of all Diligence and Arts;
the ComTe DE BourarnviLLIieERrs in his
Eiat de la France, {1ys, that in fome Provinces in
Ftance the foil is left uncultivated, and feveral trades
and profeffions are difufed ;5 becaufe the Jabour of
the Hufbandman, and the fkill and application of
the Aruft, are rendered abortive by rigorous impo-
fitions.  They chufe rather to ftarve in 1dlenefs, than
to work and ftarve.

Sedt. VI, The Condition of free States, how
preferable tothat of fick as are vt free.

O arbitrary Prince upon earth could have
raifed frem the States of Holland the fifth

part of what they have, asa free Staze, paid to their
own Magiftrates, norcould have found whence to have
raifedit, I will venture to{ay the fame of England.
Under a Monarchy of the lite King JamEes’s
model, was it pofible to have fupported two wars
fo long and confuming as the two lait, or to have
rafed fums fo immenfe to cerry them on ? It would
b: madnels to affert it. By this time numbers of
oar people would have besn driven from their Coun--
try, much of our Soil been walte, many of our
Vor. I I Manu-
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Manufactures laid afide, our Trade funk, our Wealth
fled, and the condition of England have refembled
that of France, as well as our Government theirs,
and for the fame reafon. It is in vain boafted of the
Houfe of Medicis, that in a long courfe of years
they had laid no new tax upon a countty where their
power was abfolute ; fince the Cittes and Territories,
under their Sovereignty, are by it reduced from great
wealth and populoufnefs to fuch miferable defolation
and poverty, that it is downright oppreflion to oblige
them to pay any confiderable part of the old, much
more all.

To reafon from experience and examples, is the
beft reafoning’. Compare any free State with any
other that is not free. Compare the former and
prefent condition of any State formerly free; or
once enflaved, and now free. Compare Englan8
with France ; Holland with Denmark ; or the Teven
Provinces under the States, with the fame feven Pro-
vinces under Philip the fecond 5 you will find in thefe
and every other inftance, that happinefs and wretch-
ednefs are the exact tallies to Liberty and Bondage.

Frorence was a Commonwealth ill framed
at firft, and confequently fubject to frequent con-
vulfions, factions, parties, and fubdivifion of parties 3
yet by the mere blefling and vigour of Liberty, the
flourifhed in people, riches and arms, till with her
Liberty fhe loft all fpirit and profperity ; and be-
came languithing, little and contemptible under a
fmall Prince with a great name.  She has been long
cured of all her former frolicks and tumults, by an
effeCtual remedy, fervitude ; and beggary, the child
of fervitude ; and by depopulation, the offspring of
both*. All arguments for abfolute Power, are con-
futed by fatts; no Country governed by mere will

+ 1 Quia pauci pradentia, honefta ab deterioribus, utilia ab noxiis
difcernunt ; plures alioraum eventis docentar.
& Inftrumenta fervitutis & reges habuere.
was
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was ever governed well ; paffion governs the will,
the will becomes the meafure of right and wrong
and of all things, and caprice the ballance of the
will ; and T know not but it may be maintained that
a free State the worft conftituted, as was that of Flo-
rence, is, with all its diforders, fations, and tu-
mults, preferable to any abfolute Monarchy, however
calm ',

Sc&. VII.  The Mifery and Infecurity of the
Cefars from their overgrown Power.

HESE Emperors of Rome, who had facri-

ficed their country and all things to their fu-
preme power, found little eafe and fecurity from its
being fupreme. From C&sa r the Dictator, who
had facrificed public Liberty, and was himfelf facri-
ficed to her mazes, till CHarRLEM A 1N, above thirty
of them were murdered, and four of them murdered
themfelves ; the foldiery were their mafters, and
upon every pique put them to death. If the Prince
was chofen by the Senate, this was reafon enough
for fhedding his blood by the Armies; or if the
Armies chofz him, this choice of their own never
proved an obftacle againft fhedding it. It was the
foldiers that difpatched the Emperor PER TIN A X,
alter he had been forced to accept the Empire.
Thefe lofty Sovereigns having trodden under foot the
Senate, People and Laws, the beft fupports of legi-
timate Power, held their fcepter and their lives
upon the courtefy of their mafters the foldiers. He
who fwayed the Univerfe, was a flave to his own
mercenaries,

Though AvcusTus had reigned fo long, and
fo thoroughly enfeebled or extinguifhed the maxims
of Liberty, and introduced and fettled thofe of
Monarchy ; Treer1Us his immediate Succeffor,

! Solitudinem faciunt, pacem vocant.

1z thought
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thought himfelf fo little fafe, that he lived m per-
petual vaffalage to his own fears. By making all
men flaves, he could not make himfelf frec, and
was only the moft overgrown and gaudy flave in
the Empire; fo much do Princes gain by being
above Law! They who will be content with no
terms of reigning, but fuch as make all men fear
them, will find reafons to fear all men. Ti1BeE-
r1us did fo, and the many facrifices which he
made to his fear, far from leffening, did but encreafe
it, as fuch facrifices did but multiply enemies and
terrors.

FirsT hedreaded Acrippra PosTHUMUS,
and murdered him ; but the murder enfured not his
repofe, even from that quarter ; for a flave of that
Prince perfonated his mafter, and alarmed Trse-
rRius more than Agrippra had dene. He
dreaded GErM ANICUs, and when that excellent
perfon was dead (by no fair means, it was fuppofed)
he dreaded AcrippINA his wife, and her little
children 3 and when by ail manner of treachery and
cruelty he had opprefled them, he was feized with
new dread from SEjANUS, the greateft and jufteft
of all 5 nor ceafed his dread after the exccution of
SEjANUS; infomuch, that he commanded a
general Maflicre of all his Family, Friends, and
Adherents. Next, his fears ftill continuing, he
doomed to the moft barbarous death his own grand-
fons by GErRMaNICUs; for their being already
under miferable imprifonment and exile, did not
fuffice. And when the Family of GERMANTCUS
was deftroyed s he had remaining fears from the
Friends and Dependants of that Houfe 5 thefe were
the next objects of his Vengeance, which he exccuted
fiercely. - Nor fmall was the Terror which he enter-
tained of his own Mother ; and when fthe was gone,
he let loofe his rage upon the Favourites and Ad-

crents of his Mother,

: Now
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Now after all thefe precautions, fo many and
fo bloody, did his fufpicionsabate? No ; they were
rather whetted and inflamed™.  Of the great Lords
of the Senate he was under perpetual apprehenfions,
and making daily vi¢tims ; their wealth and race,
nay, their poverty, names, and qualities frightened
him ; he feared friends and enemies. Thofe who
advifed him in council, thofe who diverted him at
his leifure hours; his Confidents, Counfellors, and
Bottle-companions, were all Martyrs to his Jealoufy
and Fury. He was fo afraid of confiderable men,
or giving them employments which made them fo,
that fome who were appointed Governors of Pro-
vinces, were never permitted to go thither, and
great Provinces, for a courfe of years, left deftitute
of their Governors ; and though he dreaded ftirs and
innovations abave all things "y yet he fuffered the
lofs and devaftation of Provinces, the infults and
invafion of enemies, rather than truft any one with
the power of avenging the State, and repulfing the
public foe, Thus he left Arrmenia to be fcized by
the Parthians, Mecefia by the Dacians and other bar-
barians, and both the Gauls to be ravaged by the
Germans®, fays SUETONIUS.

Set. VIII. A reprefentation of the Tor-
ments and Horrors under which Ti1BE-
RI1US lved.

HAT joy, what tranquillity did T1ser1US
reap from his great and unaccountable Sove-
reignty ? Did it exempt him from difquiet, or could
all his efforts, all the terrors of his Power, prevent

™ Irritatus fuppliciis.

. " Nihil zque Tiberium anxium habebat, quam ne compofita
turbarentur.

® Magno dedecore Imperii, nec minore difcrimine.

I3 or
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or remove his own? Did his numerous Armies
prote him from the affaults of fear and appre-
henfion? Did he fleep the founder for his Precorian
Bands? Did the Rocks of Caprew, hardlyacceflible
to men, keep off thofe horrors of mind which haunt-
ed him at Rome, and on the Continent ? Or rather,
with all the eclat of Empire, with all his Policy and
all his Guards, was he nct the moft miferable Being
in his Dominions? Doubtlefs he was; other parti-
culars, the moft obnoxious and threatened, had but
fome things and fome perfons to fear; T1BERTIUS
dreaded all men and every thing. Was his Power
unlimited ? fo was his Mifery 5 the more hs made
others fuffer, the fafter he multiplied his own tor-
ments. He himfelf conteffed, that all the anger of
the Deitics could not doom him to more terrible
anguith than that under which he felt himfelf pcrifh-
ing daily.

Imacine this great Prince, this Sovereign of
Rome, in hourly fear of fecret Aflaflins; daily
dreading and expecting the news of Armies revolted,
a new Emperor created, and himfelf depofed : ima-
gine him fixed upon a high rock, and watching there
from day to day, with a careful eye and an anxious
and boding heart, for fignals from the Centinenr,
whether he muft ftay or fly: imagine him cvery
moment ready to commit himfelf to the waves and
tempefts, and to efcape whither he could for liic and
fhelter : imaginc him, even after a Con{piracy fup-
prefled, lurking for nine months together in one
lodge, under {uch terrors as not to dare to venturean
airing-even-in his beloved Caprez, howcver walled
with Rocks and- defended with Guards. In fhort,
he feared every thing but to do evil, which yet was
the fole caufe of his fears. Such was his fituation
and life, and fuch the blefling of lawlefs might!
¢ To Tiperius not his Imperial fortune, not
¢ his gloomy and inacceflible folitude could enfure
N ' ¢ repofz
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¢ repofe, nor keep him from feeling nor even from
«¢ avowing the rack in his breaft and the avenging
¢ furies that purfued him.” His Death too, was,
like his life and reign, tragical and bloody.

Sc&. IX. The terrible Operation of lawlefs
Power upon the minds of Princes; and
kow it changes them.

IBERIUS was an able man ; he had talents

for Affairs; he had eminent fufficiency in
War; during the Commonwealth he would have
well fupported the Dignity of a Senator ; he would
have filled the firft Offices of the State; he would
have probably been zealous for public Liberty. He
had even under Avcustus, while he was yet a
Subjcét, acquired a fignal name and eftimation.
Nay it is likely he might have left behind him a
high reputation and applaufe ; for he had Art enough
to have hid or fupprefled the ill qualities which were
naturally in him 5 fo that he might have lived happy
and admired, and died in renown. But being, un-
happily for himfelf and his Country, invefted with
Power without controul, he let loofe all his Paffions,
and he, who might have proved an excellent and
ufeful Member of a free State, became a Prince
altogether mercilefs and pernicious ; a terrible Ty-
rant, void of natural affection for his own Blood and
Family, void of all regard and tendernefs for his
People, and poffefled with intenfe hate towards the
Senate and Nobility. One of his difcernment was
not to be deceived by Flattery ; he knew that, what-
ever {fubmiffions and even proftrations were made
him, the Yoke of Sovereignty was grating and
gricvous to the Romans, and he fought revenge upon
their perfons for hating his Ufurpation.  This con-
du& made him more hated, and this hatred enra-
ged him fo, that at laft, renouncing all fhame, and
I4 throwing
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throwing away his beloved Arts of Diffimulation,
he commenced, as it were, an open Enemy to lns
People, furrendered himfelf over to every act of
Cruelty, and to every abommatlon, even to Rapa-
cioufnefs and Plunder, a vice to which for a long
time he feemed to have no biafs.

Bu T what is not to be apprehended from Power
without controul, arnd who is to be trufted with i,
when a man of fuch ftrong parts and long expe-
rience as T1BERIUS, was fo entircly maftered
and perverted by it? It is a tafk too mighty for
the foul of man, and fit for none but God, wlho can-
not chang=, cannot act paflionately, cannot be mif-
taken, and i1s omniprefent.  There are few inftances
of men who have not been corrupred and intoxicated
with it, and many, of whom the higheft hopes wcre
conceived, have degenerated notorioufly under it.
‘When men are once above fear of punifhment, they
foon grow to be above fhame. Befides, the gen.us
and abilities of men are limited, but their paflions
and vanity boundlefs ; hence fo few can be perfeéily
good, and fo many are tranfcendently evil.  They
miftzke good fortune for great merit, and are apt to
rife in their own conceit as high at leaft as fortune
can raife them. G AL B a was, in the cpmlon of all
men, worthy of Empire, and that opinion would
have ever continued, had he never been tried 5 and
VESPAST AN was, till then, the only inftance of un
Empcror by power changed for the better P,

P Solufque omrium ante fe Principum in melius mutatas cft.

Scct.
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Sc@. X. The wretcked Fears accompanying
the ‘Poffeffion of arbitrary Power, exem-
plified in CALIGULA and other Romnan
Eimnperors.

OR was this anguifh and thefe fears peculiar

to T1e2ER IUs, his Succeflors felt them emi-

nently 5 as did every one who reigned as he reigned.
CaricuL a wasfo haunted by inward horrors, and
his imagination fo terrified, that he became almoft
aftranger to fleep, and ufed to roam about the palace
while others flept, afraid of the night, and invoking
the return of day.  Upon an alarm from Germany, he
prepared to run away from Rome ; and was always
provided with exquifite poifon againft an exigency.
Cravuprusfcarce lived a moment of his Reign
free from affrights and fufpicions ; nor was there
any accident fo trivial, or any Man, Woman, or
Slave, or Child {fo contemptible, as not to difmay
him and fet him upon fanguinary precautions and
punifhments ;3 he was feveral times almoft frighted
out of his Sovereignty, and willing to creep away
into fafety and folitude. Even betore the Senate,
which upon the fight of a dagger, he had fum-
moned in great hafte and earneftnefs, the poor un-
manly wretch burft into tears and howling, bswail-
ed his perillous condition,” that in no place or cir-
cumftance could he be out of the way of danger.
His whole life was governed by fears, and his fears
by his wives and freedmen ; hence his exceflive cru-
clty, according to the meafure of his own timidity,
or of their ambition, vindi¢tivenefs, and rapacity.
The Horros of N £ r0’s guilt never forfock him
they were fometimes fo violent, that every joint
about him trembled ; he dreaded his Mother’s Ghoft
as much as he had her living Spirit, and made dole-
ful complaints, that the Furies purfued him with
Stripes,
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Stripes, and Rage, and burning Torches : and that
he was alarmed with horrid fhrieks and groans from
his Mother’s Tomb, What elfe did Hev 106 a-
BarLus apprehend but a violent death, when he
went always provided with a filken halter and a
golden poignard, as expedients to efcape death bly
the hand of an enemy? For the like purpofe
Caracarra made himfelt a copious provifion
of poifons. This barbarous Parricide was wont to
complain that the Ghoft of his Father, and that of
his Brother by him murdered, terrified and purfued
him with drawn {words. So forely did the bloody
Horrors of their Crimes and Infamy, haunt thefe
men of Blood, and became their Executioners! What
avatled their Power and Armies agoinft the alarms
of their Confcience? Could all their Titles and
Might, all the Guards at their gate, fcare away
refletion, or refcue them from the agonies and gore-
ings of their cwn breafts ?

Sct. XI.  JPhat it is that conflitutes the
Security and Glory of a Prince; and how
a Prince and ‘People become eftranged from
each other. '

7T HAT thenis it that a Prince may rely on
W for the fecurity of his Perfon, and the quiet
of his Soul ? Hear the opinion of a great and a good
Prince, MarRcus ANToNINUS, delivered to
his Friends and Counfellors juft before he expired :
¢ Verily it is neither the influence of Revenue and
Treafures, nor the multitude of Guards, that can
uphold a Prince, or affure him of obedience,
unlefs with the duty of obedience, the zeal and
¢ affections of his People do concur. Surely, only
long and fecure is the Reign of fuch a one as by
¢¢ actions of benignity ftamps upon the hearts of
¢¢ his People the umpreffions of love; nct thofe of

- ¢ fear
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¢ fear by acts of cruelty.” He adds, ¢ that a
¢ Prince has nothing to fear from his People, as
¢ long as their obedience flows from Inclination,
¢ and is not conftained by Sservitude; and that
<< Subjects will never refufe obsdience, when they
¢¢ are not treated with contumely and violence?,

A man who means no ill would not feek the
Power to do it, and he who feeks that Power, or
has it, will be eternally fufpe@ed to mean no good.
Now the only way to obviate {uch fufpicion, is, to
a¢t by known rules of Law ; he who rules by con-
fent 15 obnoxious to no blame.  Such reftraint may
probably at fome times keep a juft Prince from
doing good, but it certainly withholds a bad one
from doing much greater mifchief. An arbitrary
Prince who can do what he will, is for ever liable
to be fufpected of willing all that he can 3 hence his
prople miftrelt him ;5 hence his indignation for their
miftraft, and hence the root of eternal jealoufy and
uncafinefs between him and them.

THuE People likewife expect complaifance from
the Prince, expect to have their fentiments and hu-
mours confidered ;5 while the Prince probably thinks
that they have no right to form any judgment of
public matters, or to make any demands upon himj
but, on the contrary, requires of them blind reverence
and obadience to his Authority ; and acquiefcence
in his fuperior Conduct and Skill ; that all his doings
fhould pafs for juft ; himfelf for a perfon altogether
{acred and unaccountable 5 and his words for Laws.,
It their bzhaviour towards him do not happen to
{juare exaétly with thele his fovercign notions and
high conceit of himfelf, he will be apt to think, or
fome officious flatterer will be ready to perfuade
himr, ¢ his Royal Authority is fet at nought, the

9 See Herodian in Marc. Antonin.
T Spretam voluntatem Principis, defciviffe populum: quid
reliquum nifi ut caperent ferium ?

¢ People
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¢ People are revolted ; and what remains but that
¢ they take Arms?” To punifh therefore their
Difobedience, he proceeds to violence, and exercifes
real feverity for imaginary guile.  Mfchief is pro-
lific 5 vielence in him begets refentment in them;
the People murmur and exclaim ; ; the Prince is thence
provoked, and ftudies vengeance 5 when one act of
vengeance is refented and expofed, as 1t ever will
be, more will follow.  Thus things go on.  Affec-
tion is not only loft, but irrecoverable on either fide 5
hatred 1s begun on both ; and Prince and People
confider themlfelves no longer as Magiftrate and Sub-
Jecks, bur one another as Enemies.  Hence perhaps
Caricul a’s inhuman with, that he could mur-
der all his Pcople at a blow. The fequel of all this
1 eafy to be gueffed 5 he is continually deftroying
them ; they are continually withing him defiroyed.

Se&t. X1I. Hew wearly it behoves a Prince
to be teloved and cfteemed by his Subject's.

The territle Configrences of their mutual
Miftruft and Hzttrm‘

I OW much does it import Princes to preferve
the good opinion of their People! when it is
once loft, it is {carce ever to be recalled. When
once they come to believe ilI of their Prince, there
1s nothing fo 1l that they will not believe; as in
the inftance of T 1B ER1US, of whom things the
mott improbable and horrid were believed. It is
hardly poffible for any erif, the moft genuine and
exalted, to prefel ve popular favour for a lonc time ;
accidents and difafters will be falling in, to iour the
fpirits of the populace; or fome ircfh merit, more
new of more glaring, may appear, and leffen or in-
tercept their admiration of the other; or the fame
perfon may not always have the fame cpportunities”
to oblige them ; fo t‘mt the beft care and conduét can
only
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only ferve to retain it to a certain degree ; and this
by good conduét is certainly and always to be done.
But when the reputation of the Prince with his Sub-
jects is entircly gone, fomething worfe than the bare
want of it will enfue. Between a Prince’s forfeiting
the public Affection and his incurring the public
Hatred, there is fcarce any medium, and even that
medium is a terrible one, fince to be {corned is not
much better than to be hated, and often infers i:.

Wouwp a Prince live in fecurity, eafe and cre-
dit? let him live and rule by a ftandard certain
and fixed, that of Laws, nor grafp at more than is
given him. Many by feeking too much have loft
all, and forfeited their Crown through the wanton-
nefs and folly of loading it with falfe and invidious
ormaments.  While nothing would ferve them but
lawlefs Power, even their legitimate Authority grew
odious, and was rent from them. They fer their
People the example of affluming what was none of
theirs, to do aéts of violence in defenfe of violated
Laws, to judge for themfelves, and to fan&ify
by the title of Right whatever they could accom-
plith by force. Rather than live upon bad terms,
people will be apt to make their own terms, and
think no fealty is due where no faith is kept.  Who
would not rijoice more in a free gift than in plun-
der? for fuch is the difference between Power con-
ferred and Power ufurped. What new Prerogative
acquired to the Crown, or what new Revenue can
make amends for the Hearts of the People eftranged
and embictered 2. This is fuch a lofs, as no acquifi-
tion, no pomp of Power whatfoever, can atone for.
We have feen ander what gloom, affiight, and de-
fpair the Cafurs lived and {wayed, though their
fvay was without check and bounds. MacHIAVEL
fays, thar when a Prince has once incurred the public
hate, there is no perfon nor thing which he ought
hot to dread.,

2 He
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He who does no ill, fears none ; byt fuch as are
continually creating terrors and calamities to others,
have abundant reafon to be under continual appre-
henfions themfelves. How much more defirable,
how much more juft, and eafy, and fafe is the condi-
tion of a Prince, who lives and rules by Laws over
a free People by their own confent? both People
and Laws are his guard, and what fecures them,
fecures him. They feel that he loves them ; and
he is confcious that they ought to love him. This
is Government, and the effects of it ; not the triumph
of boundlefs arrogance or felly 3 not the infulss of
one over all, nor conquuently his diftruft of them,
nor their {lavith dread of him ; but the equal admi-
niftration of eternal Righteoufnefs, and ftated Laws ;
an endearing i tercourfe of fatherly care and pro-
teftion, and of filial gratitude and duty. How ami-
able muft it be, how refrefhing to a generous Spirie,
to oblige and folace a whole People, to have a whole
People adore and blefs him! What mafter of Slaves,
even the higheft and moft unbounded maiter, can
boaft fo much of himfelf and his flaves? The Gran-
deur of fuch a Prince is all falfe and tinfcl, painted
and hollow; he 1s never fecure, becaufe he is not
innocent 3 he is not innocent, becaufe he is an Op-
preflor.

To rule by mere Will, is to rule by Violence,
and violence is War. He who puts himfelf in a
ftate of Hoftility with his Subjeéts, invites Hoftility
from them, as did the late King JamEes, who
having no Confidence in the was, which he had
violated, nor in his People, whom he had opprefld,
put himfelf in a pofture of War againft his Sabjects;
1o that when they too had recourfe to arms, they did
but ftand in their own defence.  They had no quar-
rel to that King J a mEs, who had taken an Ou:
to rule by Law ; but when thatKing affumed another
perfon, and, in fpite of Oaths and Laws, would op-

2 pres
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prefs and fpoil, they who owed this man of violence
no Allegiance, oppofed Might to Might, fince he
would abide by no Law. It was not their Prince
therefore that they refifted, but their Enemy and
Spoiler : he in truth, had no more Right to what
the Law gave him not, than the great Turk had 5
they therefore oppofed not an kEnglith Monarch,
but an Invader and a Tyrant. Nor do I know of
any People who threw off their Monarchy wantonly ;
and if they did it through Oppreffion, tke Oppreflor
might blame himfelf *.  Had he conquered his Sub-
jeéts, what would he have gained, but tae deteftable
Glory of a triumphant Oppreflor ; of feeing a rich
Country reduced by fervitude to poverty, and of
bearing the curfes of a free People opprefied ?
‘Whoever has beheld the condition of a great neigh-
bouring Kingdom, naturally the fineft in Europe,
has feen in the condition of the Inhabitants, poor,
pale, nafty, and naked, what genuine Glory their
Princes have reaped, by reducing all the Laws of
their Country into one fhort one, that of Royal
Will and Pleafure.

Set. XIIL. Public Happine(s only then cer-
tain, when the Laws are certain and in-
violable.

T is allowed that amongft the Roman Emperors,

there were fome excellent ones. But was not all
this chance ? They might have proved like the reft,
who were incredibly mifchievous and vile. They
had nothing but their own Inclinations to reftrain
them; and is human Society to depend for fecu-
riy and happinefs upon uncertain Inclinations
and Will ? They were good by conformity to the
Laws, as Laws are the only defenfe againft fuch as

¢ Quidam, poftquam regum pertzfum, leges maluerunt.
are
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are bad. The bad ones had almoft funk the Empire
to a chaos, before there appeared ome Prince of
tolerable capacity and virtue to retrieve it. Infos
much that VEsp as1 A N declared it to be ubfolutely
peceflary to raife a fund of above three hundred
millions of money (of our money) purely to fave the
State from abfolute ruin, and diffolution ®. After
DomiTran there fucceeded five good Reigns,
during which Law and Righteoufnefs prevailed, and
the Emperors took nothing, neither power nor
money, but what Laws long cftablithed gave them,
and profefled to derive every thing from the Law,
and to occupy nothing in their own Name. But as
the Emperor might ftill be a Tyrant if he would,
that wild Frince Commop us refumed the old
. meafures of violence, and, becoming a fecond
CavricuLa, diffipated and overturned, in a few
years, all the treafure, wifc provifions and eftablifh-
ments, contrived and gathered by his Predeceflors
during the beft part of a Century

T o conclude, if Princes would never encrmch,
Subje&ts would hardly ever rebel 5- and if the former
knew that they would be refifted, they would not
encroach. Every Subjet knows thut if he rcfift
againft Law, he will die by Law. It is certain mii-
chicf to both Prince and People, to afftrt {lavith
Doctrines, and no {ecurity to either ; fince nzture
opprefled will depart from paflive principle. But
to affert the reafonablencfs of vindicating violated
I.aws, is no more than afferting that Laws ought
not to be violated, as they ever will be where there
is no penalty -annexed. The leait attempt upon
public Liberty is therefore alarming ; it it is fuffered
once, it will be apt to be repeated often; a few
repetitions create a habit ; habit claims prefcriptjon
and right. Such alfo is the nature of man, that

t Ut Refpublica flare pofit.
'when
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hen public Affairs are once difconcerted, it is hard,
fometimes impoflible, to reftore them to their firft
firmnefs ; numbers become engaged in the corrup-
tion, and will be trying all their Arts and Power to
fupport it. Where it grows extenfive and general,
the public Authority will probably efpoufe and defend
it ; and even where that authority is againft it, the
torrent may be fo ftrong as to bear down Authority
itfelf. How many great and good men have fallen
themfelves while they ftrove to reftore the State ?
attempts to reform the Soldiery, to reform the
Clergy, to reform the Civil Adminiftration, have
often drawn down a tragical doom upon the aus
thors of them. It is much eafier to prevent than to
cure,

DISCOURSE VI

Of the old Law of Treafon by the
Emperors perverted and extended.

Set. 1. The antient Purpofe of that Laws
the Politics of AvGeUsTUs in firetching
72

ports the Tyranny was preferved and exerted 3
how the old Laws, efpecially that of Treafon,
were perverted, and to explain the inftrumenta regni.
* This Law, fays TacriTus, in the days of our
* Anceftors, had indeed the fame Name, but im-
* plied different arraignments and crimes, namely
¢ thofe againft the State ; as when an army was
““ betrayed abroad, when feditions were raifed at
¢ home; in fhort, when the public was faithlefly
¢ admini-

I Proceed now to fhew by what Arts and Sup-
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¢ adminiftered, and the Majefty of the Romam
¢« People was debafed. Thelc were Actions ; and
« Aétons were punithed, but Words were free,
““ Avcustus was the firft who brought Libels
¢¢ under the penalties of this wrefted Law*”

Iw that fenfe of this Law (and doubtlefs it is the
true fénfe) the Emperors were the criminals 5 they
who had enflaved Senate and People, ufurped and
deftroyed the State. But they had got the Powcr
of interpreting Laws, orof directing thofe who did,
and confequently were become the Law-makers.
As Laws obferved had defended Liberty; Laws
wrefted fecursd the Ufurpers. Hence the old Law
of Treafon was degraded-and perverted to involve
in i's penalties the Authors of I.ampoons and Paf-
quinades. This Law of Mujefty was fo much and
fo long proftituted and abufed ;" fo much bloodfhed
and oppreflion wag committed by the fucceeding
Emperors under its name, that at laft every fentence
and punifhment, however juft, which was pronoun-
ted by virtue of it, was thought unlawful and cruel ;
fo that out of deteftation to this abufed Law, many
other good Laws perithed.

DowsTLEss Reputaton is a tender thing, and
oiight no more to be violated than property or life ;
and they who attack and blacken it, are as vile Of-
fenders as they who rob and fteal. ~ But there was no
better pretence for making it treafonable, than for
conftruing any other offence againft particulars, to
be an offence againft the public. In truth, A v-
custus could have no other view in this, than

the fupprefling, of .that Freedom of Speech which

. 3 Legem Majeftatis reduxerat (Tiberius); cui romen apud
veteres idem, fed alia in judicium venijebant : fi quis proditione
exercitum, aut plebem feditionibus, denique male gefla Repub.
‘Majeltatem populi Romani minuiffet. Fata arguebantur, dicta
Jmpune erant. Primus Auguftus cognitionem de famofis Jibellis,
fipecie legis ejus trallavit. :
- was
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was an effe@® of the freedom of the antient Govern-
ment, and incanfiftent with his Ufurpation. When
words were made Treafon, it was time to be wary
of one’s expreflions ; efpecially when the conftruc-
tion of them was merely arbitrary, and the Law
that made them fo, was utterly filent about them,
there remained no fort of rule to know when they
were otherwife ; nor had he who was to be judge
any rule bat his own fufpicion, anger and parti-
ality. For every word, for every action, men
were involved in procefs for Treafon, provided
there appeared but an informer to charge him, and
call it fo:

I T is to no purpofe to fay that Auc usT us fome-
times overlocked or pardoned invectives againft him-
felf. It was all grimace and falfe generofity ; fince,
after this Law was fo terribly inverted, there was little
likelihood that men would run fuch capital rifques.
If contumelies upon private perfons were high Trea-
fon, what muft it be to meddle with'the Prince or
his Adminiftration ? He took care of himfelf with-
out feeming to do fo; he found his own fanétuary
in providing one for othets ; and regulations made
for his own defence and gratification, had an appear-
ance of a {pirit altogether public and difinterefted.
But it was a downright infult upon the fenfe of man-
kind, to convert a petulant imagination and a few
wanton words, into a crime againft the State. FHe
who expofed the gallantries of a Lady of Quality,
or the faults and foibles of a Patrician, was, forfooth,
deemed to bear hoftile purpofes againft the Com-
monwealth: for this is the conftruction of Treafon
by the Lawyers. Yet Avcustus himfelf had
made obfcene Libels, particularly upon FuLvia
the wif: of AntTrony. This multiplying of
Treafons from Words and Writings, had a melan-
choly afpect 5 for, befides that Treafons multiplied
are the bulwarks and engines of Tyranny ; looks at

K 2 laft
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laft became treafonable, as did natural {ympathy
and forrow, nay, fighs and filence.

AvcusTus was cunning enough to know the
advantages of Treafons multiplied to his own do-
mination, and wrefted adultery alfo into a crime of
‘State. His daughter and her daughter were pro-
ftitites, ard all their gallants, according to this
mefciful Morarch, were Traytors, and becaufe thefe
fort of Traytors were very numerous, as well as
confiderable for quality and credit, he had here a
good pretehce to get rid of many confiderable Ro-
mans, who gave him uneafinefs and jealoufy. With
death or banifhment therefore he punithed their gal-
lants. For to a crime common between men and
womet, He gave the grievous nanie of Treafon and
Sacrilege, and trod upon the moderation of Anti-
quity. Not was this fort of Treafon limited to the
Reigning Houfe and the blood of the Cafars; it
wis univerfal, and every Adulterer was a Traytor ;
by which he made himfelf the greateft Traytor in
Rome, as he was the moft univerfal Adulterer ; nor
were his owii fevere Laws any check upon him, no
more than the facred ties of friendfhip ; for he fpared
not the wife of his own Favourite, and faithful Coun-
fellor M&EceENAs. This was not extreme pru-
dence in fo great a Politician, to be daily violating
inftitutions of his own making, efpecially when by
the rigout of the penalties, and the formidable name
which he had given to the crime, he had fhewn
how important and unpardonable he thought it;
unlefs, like the Princes of Italy inMAcHIAVEL’S
time, he broke penal Laws, to encourage others to
do fo, on purpofe to enfnare delinquents, and gain
cenfifcations.

Seét,



DiscouRrses #pon TACITUS. 133

Se&. . The Deification of the Emperors,
what an engine of Tyranny, and [hare to
the Roman ‘People.

HE Deification of AvecusTus and his
ufurping even in his life-time the Attributes
and Prerogatives of a Deity, was another fnare for
Power and Crimes. Hencetorth every offence offered
to this new Deity was high Treafon againft the Gods 3
for he was a God as well as the beft of them, and
indeed more to be dreaded than all of them. It
became a high crime to fwear falfly by his name,
the fame as if the name of Jupiter had been falfified 5
nay, to fell his Statue in the fale of a houfe or gar-
dens ; and the citizens of Cyzicus, notwithftanding
their faithful adherence and ftrenuous fervices to the
Romans in the Mithridatic War, were bereft of their
freedom for neglecting the worfhip of the deified
Avcustus. The name of Apipius Mk-
RUL A was razed from the lift of Senators, becaufe
he had not fworn upon the A&s of the deified
Avcustus. Oneof the articles charged againft
C.S1ranvus, Proconful of Afia, was, that he
violated the Deity of AvucusTus. VARILIA,
in the opinion of TiBERIUS, deferved to be
condemned, if the had uttered aught irreligioufly
concerning the deified AucusTuss for this was
“Treafon and Blafphemy. Such was the awe and
reverence paid to this frefh Deity ; and fuch care
had he taken to tie up the tongues of men from cen-
furing him living or deads he was inftar omnium deo-
rum 5 you might fay what you would of other Gods,
but beware of injuring a deified Emperor. He had
done more mifchief, committed higher oppreffions,
{pilt more human blood than all the men in the
world, and was made a Deity!

K3 - Nog
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Nor was it out of any principle of Superftirion
that TreeRr1USs guarded the fame and Godhead
of AvucusTus with fuch fevere fanétions; for
he little mattered the Gods and godly Rites, being
himfelf a Fatalift, and only infatuated with notions
of Aftrology. Neither was it from any regard ra
AvcGusTus (who was fufpected to have been poi-
foned to make way for him) and whofe Blood and
Pofterity he was daily deftroying; a proceeding
inconfiftent with the adorations and facrifices which
he affelted to offer him, as Acrirrina truly
told him. But he did it to promote Superftition in
others, and rivet the public Slavery 3 fince in reli-
gious devotion paid to a Prince, civil fubmiffion wzs
iacluded and enforced. It in truth imported him
nearly to have all the Laws and doings of A u-
cusTus pafs for facred, and to fet an example
himfelf that he thought them fo. Avcustus
had left him (as he pretended) his Succeffor, and
it behoved him that AvcusTus fhould pafs for
a Prince of confummate wifdom ; for had he erred
in other great counfcls and events, he might have
erred in that ; befides, AvcusTus wasa popular
Prince, and it would have been unpopular to have
neglected him, or refcinded his deeds.

Nzrro too acquired the Sovereignty by the
murder of CLavprus, and, to keep it, mur-
dered his Children and Kindred ; yet he at firit
treated his memory with high regard, vindicated the
Reign, and even extolled the parts and prudence
of this deified fool ; for CL A u D 1Us too was lifted
-amongft the Gods 5 he who had been the moft ftupid,
cowardly, and bloody Idiot that could poffibly wear
and difgrace a Diadem, This ftrange animal or
human monfter, juft begun by nature, but never
finithed, as his mother ufed to fay, was utterly un-
fit for any Office in the Empire or private life, yet
came to be an Emperor and a God. So that to

bear
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{saar fovereign rule, or to be exalted to a God, no -
gualification at all was neceffary.  His grandmother
Livia contemned him even to loathing ; fhe could
not bear to fpeak to him. . His nephew CaricuLra,
when he had butchered many of his kindred, faved
Cravupius purely to keep him for a laughing-
frock. He was held in the fame {corn by his fifter
Livirra, by AvcusTtys and all*his family.
H: was the jett of the Court®. The kindeft word
AvcusTus gave him was that of mife/lus, wretch-
ling.

Set. III. The Images of the Emperors, how
Sacred they becarse, and how pernicious.

AS flattery begot fervitude, fo it was by fervi-
tude propagated, and whatever tended to fink
and debafe the fpirit of the people, as fycophancy
did, exalted the Tyrants; nay, their Images and
Statues became facred and revered ; and any villain
or profligate might offer what outrage he pleafed
to every worthy man, every flave infult his Lord,
every criminal efcape juftice, by theltering him-
felf under the Emperor’s Statue, or by carrying
his Effigies about him. Nor could fo confiderable
a man as a Senator of Rome, even in the face of
the Tribunal, and in the very portal of the Senate,
efcape the infults and menaces of a profligate woman,
who thus defended herfelf with the Image of Ti1-
BERIUS, though he had legally convicted her of
forgery ; fo far was he from daring to bring her
to judgment. So that in this impious reverence to
& filent Stone, all Law, and punifhment, and pro-
teftion was fwallowed up. This gives probability
to what Pui1rosTraTus tells us in the life of
Arorronius Tyantus, that a mafter was

» Tum Claudius inter ludibria aulz erat. :
K 4 condemned,
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condemned, as one facrilegious and accurfed, for
having chaftized a flave, who happened to have
about him a {mall coin imprefled with the Effigies
of Tiser1vs. So vaftly had fervitude grown
upon the Romans fo early as the Reign of T13x-
rR1Us, and in the beft part of his Reign, even
while he yet kept tolerable meafures with Law and
Liberty, and warily avoided all exceffes of power
and cruelty. Yet in his fecond year, GRaNIUS
MarcEeLLus being arraigned of high Treafon,
it was one of the Articles, that the Statue of M A r-
cEeLLUs ftood higher than that of the Cafars, and
from that of AucusTus the head had been taken
off, and the head of TrBER1US put on, At the
recital of this T1BER 1us waxed into fuch a flame
and fury, that, departing from his wonted caution
and filence, he cried aloud, he would vote in thijs
caufe himfelf pnder the tie of an oath. He was
excellent]y anfwered by Cn e 1us P1so, who afked
him ; ¢¢ In what place, C£sar, will you chufe
£ to vote? if fuft, I fhall have your example to
¢ follow ; if laft, I fear, through ignorance, I may
¢¢ happen to differ from you.” Hence the refletion
of TaciTus, thatthere even then remained fome
faint traces of expiring Liberty °. '

I'T is nat ftrange, however hideous, to find af-
terwards thefe Statues, thefe dead reprefentatives of
the dead, invefted with fuch extravagant and in-
-violable fanctity, thatit was death without redemp-
- tion for a mafter to chaftize his flave near the picture

or image of AucusTus; death, to change one’s
garments there ; death, to carry a coin or a ring
~ with his Image into the Privy or into the Stews;
death, to drop a word that feemed to cenfure any
attion or any faying of his ; and death was the por-
gion of that unhappy man, who fuffered fome pub-

¢ Manebant etiam tum vefigia morientis libertatis,
‘ lie
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Yic honour to be decreed him by his Colony, on the
Anniverfary of the fame day, when AvcusTus
had once public honours decreed to him.

THuE execrable CaL16uLa, who was a pro-
fefled foe to the human race, a monfter gorged
with blood, and dyed in it, affumed Godhead as
well as the reft, and claimed all the apparatus of
Divinity, a Temple and Altars, Worfhip and choice
Sacrifices. It is incredible what dreadful punifh-
ments he inflited upon many even of principal
fathion, for no other crime, than that they had ne-
ver invoked jhis celeftial Genius by an Oath. This
was capital, it was Majefty violated ; and for it the
offenders, after they had been firft torn and mangled
with ftripes, were doomed to the mines, or to the
drudgery of mending the public roads, or to be
thrown to wild beafts ; and fome were fawed afunder.
A bloody Deity! Had he been omnipotent, the
race of men muft have been extinét. All his own
murders, all the efforts of his malice and rage,
were not able to accomplith it, and he wifhed to
derive the Glory of his Reign from fome fignal
Calamities happening in it ; as if the monfter him-
felf had not been curfe and calamity enough! He
envied AucusTus the happinefs of an Army
maffacred, and Tiserivs the fad difafter at
Fidenz, where fifty thoufand fouls were maimed, or
perithed outright by the fall of the Amphitheatre
there. Hence he longed paffionately for the blefling
of fome public Calamities great and dreadful, the
Slaughter- of great Armies, Famine, Peftilence,
Conflagrations and Earthquakes. The acclamations
of the crowd in the Theatre differing from his, he
uttered a Godlike wifh, ¢¢ That the whole Roman
¢“ People had but one common neck ; for then one
‘¢ execution would have difpatched them all.” To
gomplete the Character of this benevolent Deity, he
’ ' boafted,
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boafted, that of all his great Qualities, none delighted

him fo much as his défiance ot all fhame .

Tuese celeftial Tides and Worfhip divine,
were fometimes beftowed upon the wives of the
Emperors, their {ifters, harlots, and infants. Ca-
L1G6ULA was wont to fwear by the Divinity of
DrusrerLa his fifter and concubine. Cr av-
p1vs had divine Honours decreed to Liivra his
grandmother. N £ r 0’s daughter by Porp &£ 4 was
deified 5 Worthip, Prieft, and Chapel were afligned
her; and it was one of the crimes imputed to
TR ASEA P&TuUs, that he did not believe Po p-
P & A herfelf to be a Divinity. Nay, it would feem
as if NERro’s Voice had been created a Divinity,
fince 1 think, it was Treafon never to have facri-
ficed toit ; a crime imputed to the fame THR ASEA.
DomiTian likewife adjudged himfelf a God, and
proved much fuch anotheras CarLicura.

Se&. IV. Wlhat a defrutive Calainity the
Law of Majefly grew, ardbow faft Trea-
- fons multiplied under its Name.

1 Have faid fo much of this humour of deifying
Princes living or dead, not fo much to expofe it,
as to fhew the wicked effects it had upon Liberty
and the State. It opened anew Source of flattery,
and aceufations, and punithments, and ftrengthened
the hand of Tyranny ; of this I have given fuffi-
cient inftances, and many more might be given, all
manifeftly proving with what impudence and crueley
the Law of Majefty was ftretched and embittered.
In this Law all Laws were {fwallowed up, and there-
fore all crimes brought under the article of Treafon,

. 4 Nihil majus in natura fua laudare fe ac probare quam o£d%e-
Tperliar,
’ as
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as Treafon was the higheft crime °, as in the cafe of
C.Si1vrius, whofe chief offence was overmuch
forvice done to TrIBER1US; thence that refined
obfervation of TaciTus; ¢ That benefits are
¢ only fo far acceptable, as it feems poffible to dif-
«¢ charge them 3 but when once they have exceeded
¢¢ all reraliation, hatred is returned for gratitude.”
Under TiBERrRTUS, fays SUETONIUS, every
fault pafied for Capital, even that of Words, how-
ever few and undefigning. When C. SiLanvus
was arraigned for male~adminittration in Afia, Ta-
ci1Tus fays, that befides all the other methods of
artifice and violence, manifold and barbarous, ufed
to deftroy him ; that none of his relations might
care to 2id him and- plead for him in his trial, ar-
ticles of Treafon were fubjoined, a fure bar to all
affiftance, and a feal upon their lips. One of the
great charges againft LLizo Drusus was, that
he asked the fortune-tellers, whether he fhould not
one day be immenfely rich. This too was the
fin of Majefty violated, and for it he was pur-
fued to death and his eftate feized. Note, that
thefe were two men of high quality, akin to the
Cazfars, and obnoxious to Tisrrius. This
feems to have been their real crime. CEesivus
Corpus was accufed of Rapine in his Govern-
ment of Crete ; but to make fure of the criminal,
he was likewife charged with the crime of violated
Majefty ; a charge, fays TaciTus, which in
thofe days proved the fum and bulwark of all accu-
{ations whatfoever.

It was Treafonin CREMuTi1us CORDUS to
have inferted in his‘Hiftory the praifesof BRu T us;
Treafon, to have itiled Cassius the laft of the
Romans, though in doing it he only quoted the
wordsof BRuTuss Treafonin Trtius SaBi-

¢ Cun@ta quaftione majeftatis exercita.
NUS
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‘wus to have been a follower of GERMANTICUS,
and after his death, a faithful friend to his wife and
children; Treafon in PomPEra Macrina,
“Treafon in her Father and Brother, the former an
illuftrious Reman Knight, the latter once Prztor, to
have been defcended from THEoPHANES of Mi-
tylene, a noble Greek, in great confidence with
Pompey the Great; Treafon in L. ENN1uUs a
Roman Knight, to have turned the Effigies of the
Emperor into money ; Treafon in LuTori1us
Priscus, another Roman Knight, to have com-
pofed during the illnefs of Drusvus, a Poem for
an Elegy, in cafe he died; Treafonin Mamzrcus
ScavuRrvus, an Huftrious Orator nobly born, that
in a Tragedy by him compofed, there were certain
Verfes capable of two meanings ; Treafon in T or-
QUuATUS SiLaNUs, a Nobleman of the firflt
rank in Rome, to live fplendidly, and entertain feveral
principal fervants ; another St aNus his Nephew
died foon after for the very fame fort of Treafon. In
another Nobleman it was Treafon, to have preferved
the Image of Cassrus amongft thofe of his An-
ceftors ; Treafon in the two brothers firnamed P &-
TR ZE, both illuftrious Reman Knights, to have
dreamed fomething about CLavuD1vs; Treafon
in ApprusSiranNvus, that MEssaLin a the
Emprefs, and Narcissus the fresdman, had
forgeda dream concerning him ; and, to add no more,
it was Treafon, it was Majefty violated, for a poor
diftreffed Lady to have bewailed the blood of her
fon, {pilt to fatiate an implacablé Tyrant incenfed
by his gay raillery. Thiswas Fusius GEminus
lately Conful 3 and his ancient mother was murdered
for bewailing the murder of her child *.

f Feeming ob lacrymas incufabantur ; necataque eft Vitia Fufii
Gemini mater, quod filii necem fleviflet,

DIS-
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DISCOURSE VIIL

Of the Accufations, and Accufers
under the Emperors.

Sc&. 1IV.  The peftilent Employment of thefe
Men, their Treachery and Encourage-
wment.

couragement more than encugh for Informers

and Accufers, and a plentiful harveft : a fort

of men, fays Ta c1TUs, born for the deftruétion of
mankind, and by no terrors or penalties ever fuffi-
ciently reftrained; yet by the Emperor fuch fons of
perdition were fought out and invited by great re-
wards. T 1B ER1Us had the front to tell the Senate,
that thefe infects, enemies to Law and Liberty, were
the Guardians and Defenders of the Laws. They were
his Defenders, if he pleafed; the Champions of
Imperial Violence and Lauft ; but the Pefts of the
Public ; dogs of Prey thirfting after the blood and
fortunes of every worthy and every wealthy man.
That Prince who does not punith Informers, en~
courages them, faid DomriTran; but this he
faid in the beginning of his Reign while he yet re-
tained the appearances of benevolence and humanity 3
afterwards when the difguife was taken off, and he
followed the bent of his brutal nature, it was enough
o ruin. any man, if he were but charged to have
done fome deed, or fpoke fome word, no matter
what, againft the Majefty of the Prince. Men were
then capitally arraigned, and the eftates were feized
of both the living and the dead, for any fault what-
. {oever,

FROM Law thus perverted there arofe en-
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foever, upon the credit of any Accufer whatfoever 5
and inhertances, to which he could have no poffible
title or pretende upon earth, were vfurped by him,
if there was but one Perfon, one Informer, who
could fay, that he heard the deceafed declare Casar
to°B¢ his heir. © The fame pretence ferved Ca L1-
GUL A ; nay, when people had out of fear named
him amongft their heirs, he wondered at their im-
pudence to keep him out of his thare by living afier-
watds, and for that offence poifoned many fuch. In
fhast the chief-and moft frequent incidents in the
Regns of almoft all the Caefurs, were but the bloedy
efforts and fuccels of the Accufers ; and the ground-
work "and fupport of all accufations, was the pez-
vered Law of violated Majefty, which came to
fignify cvery thing which the Accufers averred and
the: Emperors difliked. .

“It the beginnisz of Treerius’s Reign, L.
P50, one ot the boldeft men then furviving, owned
himfelf fo much intimidated by the mercilefs pur-
foisof the Impleaders, who breathed nothing but
tarrer-and accufations, - that he threatned in open Se-
nate to relinquifh Rome and retire into -fome diftant
¢ormer. of the earth. He had reafon for his com-
plaint and fears, he'was afierwards marked out as a
victim and prey.by one of the tribe, and arraigned
forcertain words fecretly dropped-againft the Majefty
of the Prince.. Thefe accufations were no other or
better than the cruel Profeription continued 3 by
the latter, Senators and Knights, Patriots obnoxious
to the Ufurpers, were butchered in the lump ; after-
wards, under the procefs of the Accufers, they
perithed piece-meal, but were inceffantly pertth-
ing % often a great many at a time. Every Law

:~* Quem diem vacuum peena ubi inter facra & vota, vincla &
laqueus inducantur, -

of
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of the old free State, and every man who loved
his Country and her Laws, were repugnant to
the reigning Tyranny ; hence as the Republic was
fwallowed up in the Sovereignty of the Cefars, all
her laws were made to center in-that of Majefty,
and all men who adhered or were fufpetted to ad~
here to the ancient Conftitution, were either de-
ftroyed by this new Law (rather an old Law “turned
into 2 new {nare) or at the mercy of its Guardians
and Accufers. And all this new violence was com-
mitted under old nams=s and conftitutions ?; fo that
the Commonvealch was made to cut her own throat;
jaft as crael and ambitious men juftify Perfecution
and Oppreflion by the authority of the Gofpel, which
abhors 1r.  The Church of Rome calls every thing
that difpleafes her, Herefy and Blafphemy ; this is the
Lex Maujejtatis of fome Churchmen, and by cruelties
commitred under that name they have more than vied
withthe Nero’sand DoMm 1T 1 an’s. Thus, after
a folemn murder committed by the Senate, to gratify
Tireer1vs, he fent them a Letter of thanks, for
punithing a perfon who was an enemy to the Com-
monwealth ;3 as if the Republic had been then fub-
fiting and vindicating her own wrongs.

TH e Accufers were the agents and tools of Ty-
ranny, and by the Tyrants upheld and animated with
open countenance and high rewards ; their bufinefs
was to hunt down and deftroy every man fignal for
blood, or wealth, or dignity, or virtue ; bscaufe all
fuch men were obnoxious to imperial Jealoufy and
Difpleafure. Had a noble Roman fuftained public
Offices ? he was a dangerous man ; had another re-
fafed to bear them? he was equally dangerous ; and
for public Offices either exercifed or declined, he
was fure to be attacked as a criminal of States;

b Proprium id Tiberio fuit, fcelera nuper reperta prifcis verbis
obtegere.

and
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and if he were confpicuous for any notable ability
or virtue, his doom was inevitablet, VALERIUS
AsiaTicus perithed becaufe he had delightful
Gardens, which tempted the avidity of MEssa-
riNaj asdid StariLius Tavrus, for the
fame reafon, by the avarice and fubornation of
AcgrirriNa; fo did SexTus Mar1vus for
his immenfe Wealth and gold Mines, under T'1 B E-
r1us. This gives one an idea of the terrible {piric
of the Emperors .as well as of the Accufers; how
much the former feared and hated, and how faft they
deftroyed every thing that was noble, good, or ami-
able amongft men ; and what a peftilent employ-
ment was that of an Accufer! Was it any wonder
that to carry on fo deteftable a trade, they were to
be tempted with lucrative earnings? In truth, their
recompences were fo public and ample, that they
were detefted not more for their Iniquities than for
the Wages of their Iniquities.

TraEsSE Pefts of Rome were, for being fo, fre-
quently raifed to the higheft Offices in the Roman
State ; and that Imperial City, the Miftrefs of the
Earth, faw her public Dignities, thofe of the Pon-
tificate, and of the Confulthip, beftowed as fpoils
upon Parricides for {pilling her beft blood, and tearing
her vitals. 'With the Prince their credit was high,
as their merit was infamous ; fome were preferred to
be Governors of the Provinces, others taken to be
his chief Confidents and Counfellors in the Palace.
And thus, vefted with credit and fway, exerting all
their terrors, and purfuing their hate, they controuled
and confounded all things .  After the tragical
Death of L1so DRrusus, procured by execrable
Artifices, Falfhoods, Herrors and wrefted Laws,

¢ Nobiliras, opes, omiffi geftique honores, pro crimine ; &
ob virtutes certiffimum exitium.
4 Agerent, verterent cun&a, odio & terrore.

all
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all the fubftance of that noble Patrician was divided
amongft his Accufers ; and fuch of them as were
Senators were created Praetors, even without the re~
gular method of eletion. The four Senators who
enfnared T1T1Us Sa B1NUSs, by trapanning, lurk-
king, feigned friendfhip, and by a feries of treachery
the moft infamous and cruel that could be prattifed
amongft men, and afterwards accufed him, engaged
in all this meritorious villainy purely to gain the
Confulthip, to which there was no poffible accefs
but through S j A N Us, nor without villainy was the
favour of SE jaNuUs to be fought or purchafed.
But befides rewarding of the Accufers out of
the fortune of the Accufed, (for where they had not
all, they ftill went fhares with his children) they
had frequently exceflive fums out of the public
Treafury; CapriTo CossuTiaNvUs had near a
hundred and thirty thoufand Crowns, for accufing
THrasea Perus; Eprius MarceL-
Lus had as much, for the fame goed fervice ; for
Nero, after he had long wallowed in the blood of
eminent men, and butchered them without number,
was in hopes by the murder of TER AsEA and
Sor aANwvs, to extirpate Virtue, name and effence,
from the face of the earth. OsTori1vus Sani-
N us, the Accufer of Sor ANuUs, had indeed a lefs
reward in money, that of thirty thoufand Crowns ;
but the reward was enhanced by the ornaments of the
Quaftorfhip prefented with it. ¢¢ Thefe Incendiaries
““ were animated, and fuch.crying calamities to the
‘¢ public were excited by the Minions of the, Court,
¢ who, as it were, founded the Trumpet to Arraign-
ments and Confifcations ; on purpofe, that out of
‘¢ the fortunes of the condemned they might raife or
“ increafe their own ;” fays AM. MARCELLINUS,
AquirLivs REcuLus, an upftart and a mif-
chievous Accufer under N 5 ro, was diftinguithed
with two Confulthips, and the dignity of Pontiff 5
Vor.1. L and

(13
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dand had premiums in money to the value of more
than two hundred thoufand Crowns; as if he had
been burying the Commonwealth, and for this merit
had afterwards gathered her fpoils, fays Tac1 T us.

Sc&. 1. The traiterous Methods taken to
circumvent and convict Innocence. The
Spirit of accufing how common, the dread
of 1t how univerfal; and the mifery of the
Times.

S upon thefe bloody occafions, it was neceflary
A to find or feign feme crime; fo any crime
. ferved the turn, as ¥ have largely fhewn ; witneffes
alfo muft be had ; but any witnefles were good
witneffes ; and where they did not offer themfelves,
they were bought with money, or frightened with the
torture.  Slaves were fuborned againft the life of
their Lords ; clients and freedmen againft their Pa-
trons 3 and he who had no enemy, was betrayed and
undone by his friends®, Now, becaufe, by the old
Roman laws, flaves could not be witnefies againft
their mafters, the crafty TrBer1Us found a trick
to evade that law without feeming to violate it; he
contrived to have the flaves upon fuch occafion fold
and then they might be evidence againft their late
Lord. This perfidious fubtilty was begun by Av-
GusTuUs, as is largely thewn by Dron Cassius.
Nay, when a man had no other to accufe him, he
was accufed by his own fon. Dreadful times! even,
all rewards and incitements apart, fear for them-
felves made men treacherous to others 3 falthood and
cruelty reigned uncontrouled. - If you would pleafe
the Prince, you muft gratify his bloody {pirit ; to
do that, you muft offer victims and exercife the trade

¢ Corrupti in dominos fervi, in patronos liberti, & quibus
deerat inimicus, per amicos opprefki.
of
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of accufing ; if you were ill with him, no man, na
innocence could protect you ; and to be well with
him, you muft make all other men deteft you. To
make your own fortune you muft ruin that of others,
and fhed blood to get money.

To this vile employment men of the higheft
Quality defcended, and thofe of the firft note for
Eloquence and Civil Accomplithments; fuch was
CorTa MEssaLinus, a man nobly born, but
the foremoft in every fanguinary motion ; fuch was
Pusrius DoLABELL 4, who {prung from An-
ceftors the moft illuftrious, yet debafed his Nobility,
and engaged in the occupation of an Accufer, even
againft thofe of his own blood. 'When men of fuch
Quality fet fuch example, what wonder if numbers
followed it? Many purfued it for money ; others
becaufe they would not become obnoxious by ap-
pearing flack. The queftion was not about right or
wrong, Law or Magiftracy ; but how to pleafe and
humour, to fatiate the Emperor, and to efcape his
fufpicion and fury. It was the plea of the Accufers
afterward, when they were brought to anfwer for
their crimes, that they were obliged by the Empe-
rors, or their wives, to undertake and profecute accu~
fations : this SurL1us pleaded, and urged the im-
perious otders of MEssaLiNa. Nay, men of
figure were fometimes called upon by the Emperor
in perfon to underrake Accufations. This, fays
T A cyTus, wasone of the moft baneful and deadly
evils of thofe times, that the firft Lords of the Senate
degraded themfelves to the office of the vileft In-
formers 3 fore impudently in the face of the fun
others in the datk ways of treachery ; no diftinction
of kindred from ftrangers, of friends from fuch as
were unknown ; none between things lately tranf-
afted, and fuch as were covered by a courfe of years
1n oblivion 3 for words fpoken in the Forum, {poken

at an entertainment, and about what fubje&t foever
L2 fpoken,
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Ipoken, the fpeaker was accufed ; every one haftens
ing to be foremoft in the accufation, and to prevent
his fellows ; fome for their own fafety, many, as it
were, ftruck with the contagion, and fmitten with
the difeafe of accufing.

T H 15 univerfal treachery begot apprehenfion in
all men equally univerfal. When villainy was thus
rewarded, or thus neceflfary, and thus every-where
practifed by high and low, every man was fearful
of finding every man a villam. Hence the mourn-
tul anguifh and terror which feized the City ; people
were afraid to converfe, nay, afraid to meet; they
diftrufted all alike, their acquaintance as well as the
unknown ; even things mute and inanimate were
dreaded ; and roofs and walls created terror and cir-
cumf{pection ; nay, they were apprehenfive that guilt
might be found in thefe their apprehenfions, and
thence came to dread this very thing, that they had
fhewn dread .

Se&. I. Plots feigned or true, an ample
field for Accufations and Cruelty; and
upon what miferable Evidence Executions

. awere decreed.

T UT the beft market for Accufations, and the

beft opportunity for the Emperor to exert Ty-
ranny, and confume men, was the detetion of any
Confpiracy forged or real. How prodigious and
mercilefs was the flaughter committed by Con-
sTANTIUS after the death of MAGNENTI WS,
and by his bloody inftrument Pavrvs, firnamed
Catena from his dexterity in calumny and accufa-
tions! Thus too, upon the detection of the defigns
of SEjaNUsagainft T 138 £ R 1Us, who at one time,
for a courfe of years, had deftroyed every man that

f Id ipfum paventes, quod timuiffent,
was
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was obnoxious to this execrable Favourite of his,
and afterwards deftroyed every man who had been
well with his Favourite ; thus when thofe of P1so
againft N Ero came to be difcovered, the whole
bufinefs of the State was that of accufing, imprifon-
ing and exccuting. Rome was dyed, deformed,
and filled with blood, and death, and funerals ; and
as many as were hated, or difliked, or worth de-
ftroying upon any account, were fure to have been
Confpirators, and to be doomed to the pajns annex-
ed to Confpiracy. TIBERIUS ca.ulEf:d a general
flaughter to be made of all that were in prifon, under
accufation of intelligence with Sejawus. Any
thing upon earth, the lighteft, the moft fortuitous and
foolith thing, ferved for proof of fuch intelligence.
Pomron1Us SEcUNDUs was arraigned of Trea-
fon, for that there were fome figns (but not fhewn
by him neither) of friendthip between him .and
ArTtivsGaLLus, who was afriend to SeJa-
Nus, who was a Traytor. GavrLus, upon the
execution of SE j A N Us, had retired into the Gardens
of Pompon1us: this was all; yet this was the
doughty argument ufed by his Accufer, for proving
this worthy and accomplithed man a Traytor, one
who had violated Majefty. Yet his Accufer Con-
sip1us was a man confiderable enough to have
been Pretor : it was thus, I fuppofe, he fhewed how
well he deferved Imperial Favour, and one of the
higheft Digpities in the State.

Tue Emperor ConsTANTIUS was as cruel
and as credulous : with him it was death to be ac-
cufed, and every Accufation, however doubtful,
or falfe, or even whifpered, was convincing proof
of guilt ; nay, the leaft rumour, however groundlefs,
the {malleft hint, however fpiteful, created Treafon
and death without redemption; and by no better
proof men of the firft quality and merit were doom-
ed to confifcation, or banithment, or execution. The

L bare
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bare faying that fuch a one was in the Confpiracy,
or a friend to the Confpirators, was conviction in
abundance for taking away Eftates and Lives.
N & r 0, whofe chief and only purpofe was to afflict
and deftroy, created guilt wherefoever he found dif-
tafte. His own hatred or fear was crime enough,
and reafon fufficient to deftroy the obje¢t. Some
were factificed without being once accufed, or named;
fome punithed ere they knew they were accufed ;
and the leaft defarhation was full convi&tion. No-
thing was more common than to chatge any great
man, doomed befarehand to deftruétion, with defigns
againft the State. T'his was the charge upon Li1so
Drvusus. All the guilt that could be proved
upon him, though to ptove it, and indeed to create
it, the moft villainous atts were ufed, was, that
he had confulted the Fortune-tellers, and dealt in
Charms, This was confpiring againft the State, it
was Treafon ; and becaufe the Romans were much
addicted to fuch fort of Superftition, this became a
¥ery convehient T'teafon, and very fertile ; yet T 1-
B2 rrus himfelf was, as much as any, addited
to Aftrology. In the accufations particularly againft
great Ladies, who for blood, or wealth, or beauty,
merited Imperial Wrath, it was a conftant article,
that they had dealt with the Chaldeans, or practifed
the rites of Magic: and for this ttiatiy great Ladies
were doomed to death ¢, ' ’

$ Ob hac miors indiéla,

Se&t.
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Sc. IV, What ridiculous Canfes produced
capital Guilt. The (pirit of the Emperor
COoNSTANTIUS; with fomewlat of his
Father CONSTANTINE.

HIS humour of confulting the Aftrologers,

{till encreafing with Superftition and T'yranny,
adminiftered an inexhauftible fund of crimes and-
accufations : the noife of a Moufe in a wall, or the
fight of 2 Weafel, became matters of omen and con-
fultation, and confequently matters of Treafon and
Blood : fo did the ufe of an old Woman’s Charm
for aches : {o did the counting the Vowels upon one’s
Fingers, as a remedy againft the Colic: fo did
the wearing of an Amulet for an Ague: fo did the
cafual dropping of any Word or Joke, that bore
ary analogy to the Empire, or the Emperor’s name,
or to any matter of State and Power: fo did the
frequenting of Sepulchres, and carrying away the
benes or habiliments of the dead : fo did any Dream
dreamt about any fuch fubject, or conftrued to be fo
dreamed.

Under ConsTanNTIUS there was one Mer-
cur1vus, 2 Perfian, who was a favourite of the
Emperor, and a {py for Dreams; infornuch that
he had the title of Somuiorum comes. This blefled
inftrument, a fellow of a malicious fpirit, and fawn-
ing behaviour, ufed to creep into all companies and
banquets, to fith out Dreams from particulars ; and
whatever he there léarned of this kind, after he had,
with all his invention, drefled it up in ugly and for-
midable coleifs, he carried inftantly to the Emperor,
whofe ears were ever open wide to fuch mifchievous
infufions 3 and this Drearhing, thus reprefented, was
a erime to be expiated only by the blood of the
Criminal, I fhould fay, Preamer, and fo a terrible
procefs was formed, This terror {pread fo much,

L 4 that
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that people, far from telling their Dreams, durft
fcarce own that they flept: nay, it was lamented by
fome, that they had not been born upon Mount
Atlas, where, according to tradition, people never
dream.

To complain too of the badnefs of the times, was
high Treafon ; for this was arraigning the Govern-
ment, and punifhed capitally. But Death itfelf,
however unjuft, was not always the moft formidable
woe. The accufed were often not allowed the be-
nefit of Death, till they were firft barbaroufly racked
and mangled by torture ; and to gratify the inhuman
Vengeance of the Prince, their Agonies were con-
tinued as long as life could continue under them®.
This is teftified by AMMiaNus MARCELLI-
nus of ConsTanTius the fecond Chriftian
Emperor, more cruel than Nxro and Cavri-
GUuLA; a confideration which confirms what I
have faid before, that where the Government is bad,
even the beft Religion can do little good. Con-
sTANTIUS was a Chriftian, and even zealous in
Church Matters, and Religious Difputes, and by
foftering them did miferably affli¢t Chriftianity and
the Empire. But he was fo far from being improved
or bettered by this zeal, that the moft cruel Tyrants
that went before him, fuch monfters as Cavi-
cuLa, DomMiTian, and ComMmMoODUs, were
but babes to him in cruelty .

. I with much better things could be boafted of his
Father, the firfft Emperor who embraced Chriftj-
anity, and ftiled ConsTANTINE THE GREAT. All
the Princes, even the perfecuting Princes who went
before him, hurt not Religion fo much as he did ;

b Mortemque Iongnus in puniendis quibufdam, fi natura per-
mitteret, conabatur extendi.

! Caligule, & Domitiani, & Commodi immanitatem facile
fuperabta, /ay the /am Ammianus,

by
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by blending it unnaturally with Politics and Power,
by laying the foundations of a fpirirual Tyranny,
and enabling the Bifhop of Rome, and other greag
Prelates, to exert the domineering {fpirit, which
before they had but ill concealed 5 a fpirit which has
almoft extinguifhed that of the Gofpel.  In his Civil
Adminiftration, he was rapacious, profufe, and op-
preflive ; and in his Family barbarous and fangui-
nary ; however his partial and flattering Hiftorian,
EvseBius, has extolled him, and concealed the
iniquities of his Reign. But, in barbarity, and the
excefles of Power, his fon and Succeffor Con-.
sTAN T1Us exceeded him. What juft reafon had
AMMIaNus to fay, that under the lying pretence
of guarding Imperial Majefty, numerous and hor-
rible were the butcheries then committed ¥!

Se&t. V. The black and gemeral carnage
made under CONSTANTIUS, &y his bloody
Minifter PauLvus CATENA, for certamn
Aéts of Superftition and Curiofity.

ONSTANTIUS furrendered at one time

a great part of the Roman World to the mer-

cilefs hands of Accufers, Torturers and Executionerss;

and certain caufes, in themfelves frivolous and con-

temptible, but magnified with the fwelling impu-

tation of Majefty violated, produced all the uproar

and calamity attending a great Civil War., The
trumpets founded to try and flay'.

AN~ Egyptian Deity, named Befz, was noted for

uttering Oracles, and telling fortunes, and thence

¥ Per fimulationem tuendz Majeftatis imperatoriz multa &
nefanda perpetrabantur.

! Ad vicem bellorum civilium inflabant litui quzdam colorata
lfz Majeftatis crimini——materiam auter in infinitum quz-
ftionibus extendendis dedit occafio vilis & parva.

much
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much fréGuented, adored and confulted by all the
Countries round about. As many confulted him in
perfon, others did it in writing : this occalioned, that
evéeral of the billets thus fent, continued in the
“Temple after the anfwer was returned. Some of
thefe were malicioully tranfmitted to the Emperor,
2 Prince of a poor Ipirit, fufpicious, and bitter.
He now waxed fierce and wrathful, and inftantly
difpatched his execrable inftrument, Pavrus Ca-
¥ EN A, into the Eaft, armed with Powers equal
to thofz given to fome famous Captain for carrying
on a mighty war, Pavius was authorized to
hear and determine dHcretionally, and proceeded
té his charge, breathing nothing but rage, and bloody
#¢al.  Univerfal accufation and calumny being thus
licenfed dnd encouraged, numbers of all degrees
were dragged from far and near, as it were, out cf
the feveral quarters of the world, to this barbarous
Tribunal, and expofed to the mercy of a butcher,
who only purfued blood and prey.  Some came with
their joints excoriated with fetters, others cruthed
and fpent in carts made for carrying criminals ; no
diftintien made between the noble and vulgar,
The procefs was long and tragical 5 in fhort, con-
fifcations, exiles, tortures worfe than death, death
under tedious tefments, and every evil painful or
deftra&tive to human nature, was there exerted and
fuffered. As for PavLus, the lives, and fortunes,
atd fate of multitudes depended upon his ned, a man
fkilled in the Arts of eruelty, aad openly profefling
themy a favage who made a market of the rack and
the wheel ; one, fed; as it were, with human carcafles
mangled, and enriched by butchery and rapine ; a
fellow who avowed the trade of accufinig and killing,
and ftudied to enfnare and devout innocence, lives,
and property. 'This was the man in high favour
and truft under the pious ConsTanTIUs, It
will be a relief to the Reader to know that this mon-

fter,



Discoursts zpon TACITUS. 143

fter, bloated with blood and crimes, was burnt alive
under Juri1an, a Prince of very different parts
and {pirit,

Sc&. VI. The Ravages of the Accufers con-
tinued ;5 their Credit with the Emperors ;
yet generally meet their Fate. The Falfe-
hood of thefe Princes. The melancholy
State of thefe Times.

HE Reigns of thefe following Ptinces, Cowx-

STANTIUS, ConsTANS, GALLUS, Va-
LENTINIAN, VALENS, Wefe fpent in a conti-
nual war upon their people, under colour of their
Majetties being violated.

Cry1nc and tragical were the ravages commit-
ted at Rome by that bloody man Maximinus,
where, under pretence of Majefty violated, poifonings,

.and a&s of lewdnefs, fome few real, more imputed,
were ufed as a ftale for killing, torturing, and de-
ftroying. Every man, or woman, that was obnoxi-
ous to himi or the Accufers, was put to death ; and
to private malice or rapacioufnefs a fea of Roman
blood was fpilt. I think it was this Maximinvs,
who perfuaded certain perfons accufed to confefs and
difcover others, and in that cafe promifed they thould
undergo no punifhment either by {word or fire,
They did fo, trufting to his faith, and confeffed
crimes never coramitted; he then, for a falvo,
doomed them to die under leaden hammers. He
was executed himfelf under GR A T1AN,

AcainsT the defence of innocence accufed,
dgainft the moft evident truth and juftice, and all
loneft information, the ears of the Emperor were
eternally fhuty but €alumiiy whifpered by dny ma-
lghatit, had equal weight Wwith real crithes proved
by autlientic witnefles ; fays AMMIANUS, F}z:lfe(.l

00
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hood and flattery, envy and rapacioufnefs pafied for
evidence ; juftice was converted into cruelty, and
Judgment into rage ; the Tribunals erected for juftice,
and prefervation of life and property, were become
fhambles, and what had the names of pains and
penalties, was in truth robbery and affaffination.

As there was never any lack of Accufers, there
was none of Criminals; and the accufed, the mare
they were deftroyed, the fafter they multiplied ; like
witches in former days, daily executed, and daily
increafing. They were the food and revenue of the
Accufers, who while they could fpeak ‘and lie, could
never want occupation or wages, as long as there
were Tyrantsand men. M A RcELLUS was chargs-
ed with having uttered difaffected words concerning
T1BERIUS, and the Accufer colleting every thing
which was deteftable in the manners of that Prince,
alledged the fame as the imputations of the accufed.
A large field for accufations, and well cultivated by
the Accufers ! you could fay nothing of thefe Em-
perors that was true, but what was Treafon; fuch
bloody monfters were they all! and the worft you
could have faid being actually true, you were eafily
believed to have adtually faid it. What a blefled
lot it muft have been to have lived in thofe Reigns,
under moniters unchained, and rogues let loofe s
when virtue and property were prolcribed, Vlllams
carefled and guarded !

T uE perlons of Accufers came to be confidered
as facred and inviolable ; the more they were deteft-
ed by the public, the more they were proteéted by
the Emperor 5 and in proportion as they merited
death and ignominy, had countenance and prefer-
ment. Their vileft forgeries, convicted and owned,
againft the lives and fortunes of the greateft men,
drew down no doom or penalty upon them. The
crimes charged upon FonTE1vus, late Proconful
of Afia, by SEr Envs, were proved to have been

by
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by him forged ; yet he efcaped punithment. Nay,
the more the man was abhorred by all men, the
more T1BERI1US confidered and protected him.
This SERENUS was a villain of exalted merit; he
had falfly accufed his own father of T'reafon, an old
man, and already in exile: but Tiser1Us owed
him a fpite, and the fon ftudied to oblige T'1BE-
R1US, who had been offended with the elder S k-
® £ N Us for once upbraiding him with fome wicked
fervice unrewarded ; nor had an interval of eight
years pacified the Prince. Yet it generally fo hap-
pened, that their reign was but temporary ; firft or
Jaft moft of them found the genuine wages of their
fraud and iniquity, and fuffered the fame doom which
they had made others fuffer; a doom much more
birter, as it was juft, accompanied al{fo with univer-
fal hatred of their perfons, and with a guilty and
upbraiding confcience. This was the fate of Sui-
Livs, Casstus SEveERuUS, and others.

Now as it was the cuftom, to find high Treafon
in harmlefs words, impertinent vanities, and even
in ridiculous follies, deferving rather pity than pu-
nithment, fuch as were thofe charged upon L1Bo03
fo it was the purpofe and policy of the Emperor
never to prevent any guile of this kind : on the con-
trary, he was glad of guilt, and when he knew it
was begun, let it run on, tll it was ripe, and evi-
dence and Accufers were ready. T1BER1US knew
that LrBo dealt with the Aftrologers, with every
thing done or faid by him ; yet at no time had he
careflfed L 1 8o more, than at the time when he was
meditating his deftruction. He preferred him to the
Praetorthip ; he entertained him at his table 5 thewed
no ftrangenefs in his countenance, no refentment in
his words; fo deeply had he fmothered his vengeance!
and when he might have reftrained all the danger-
ous Speeches and Practices of L 1 & 0, he chofe rather
to permit them, in order to punith him for therln.

The
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T'he crafty Tyrant did not only [ull afleep his de=
ftined victim by thefe exceffive civilities ; but meant
by them todeceive the world, as if L1 B 0’s crimes
were a {urptize upon him, at a jun&ture when he
would feem to have meant all kindnefs to L1so,
But he was miftaken, and his difiimulation only
ferved to heighten the opinion of his malice; for
craft difcovered is worfe than folly, as folly never
creates hatred. Cunning is only then complete,
when it cannot be detected, which feldom happens.
Nz ro carefled and flattered SE N 5 C A, while he
Wwas devifing all methods to deftroy him. When
he meant to murder his mother, never was there fuch
a fcene of falfe fondnefs as that which he played.
He was formed by natare, fays Tacirus, and
by habit nurtered, to hide his hate under infidious
blandithments. Doxitrawx ufed to treat with
the ytmoft good humoeur and tendernefs fuch as he
intended to murder ; nor was there any warning or
interval between his carefling you and delivering you
to the Executioner ; por a more certain fign that a
tragical doom awaited you, than the Prince’s gentle
behaviour towards you,  Well might SUEToN1US
fay, that his cruelty was nor only exceflive, but fly,
and inftantaneoys. -

Now under fuch a torrent of Accufations, under
Laws perverted, Informers bufy, employed, pro-
tected and rewarded, when all things were crimes,
and all men were feared, nay, when fear itfelf was a
crime, (for when Cap1cura murdered his bros
ther, he gave it for a reafon, that the youth was
afraid of bzing murdered) when fervants and neigh-
bours, nay, acquaintance and kindred, were all Juitly
to be fufpected ; we need not admire that all offices
of friendthip and compaffion were {ufpended amongft
men, and compaffion itfelf, as it were, extinguithed.
WhenL1soDrusus, fooften already mentioned,
upon his arraignment for Treafon, went in mourning

) from
1 .
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from houfe to houfe to follicit the interpofition of
his relations (as all the great families in Rome were
fo) and to pray their aid, when his life and all was
at ftake ; they all declined it to a man, each alledg-
ing a reafon of his own, but every one in reality
from the fame caufe, namely, their fear of the Em-
eror .
P ProrLx muflt not only thew no forrow or fym-
pathy for their murdered relations, but they muft
teftify joy, unlefs they had a mind to be murdered
themfelves ; as under N E R 0, many, whofe neareft
relations had been murdered by him, repaired to the
Temples with thank{giving and offerings, and when
the City was filled with corps, fo was the Capitol
with victims. In that mighty carnage made by
Tiser1vUs of the friends and followers of SE j a-
NUs at once ; when the pavements were covered
with fingle carcaffes, or filled with carcaffes in piles,
thofe of every fex and age, many that were noble,
many that were mean, all caft abroad promifcu-
oufly ; neither their acquaintance nor kindred were
allowed to approach them, or to bewail them, or
even at laft to behold them.  About the coarfes {pies
were placed, to watch countenances, and the figns
of forrow : and when, after they became putrified and
noifome, and were thrown into the Tiber, whether
they floated in the ftream, or were caft upon the
banks, none would touch them, none durft bury or
burn them. The force of Fear had cut off all the
commerce and oftices of Humanity ; and the more
Tyranny raged, the more human compaffion was
extinguithed”. Even the outrageous CaALIGUL A
had fo well learned to hide his heart, that when by

™ Abnuentibus cunétis, cum diverfa prxtenderent, eadem,
formidine.

" Interciderat fortis humanz commercium vi metus; quan-
tumque fevitia glifceret, miferatio arcebatur.

the
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the cruelty of T12ER1vUs, his mother and both his
brothers were condemned and banifthed, not a word
¢fcaped him 3 nor a groan; though all arts were
ufed to draw words and refentment from him.
OcTavia too, the wife of Ntro, when her little
mnocent brother was murdered before her face, by
the dire¢tion of the Tyrant her hufband, had even
then learned, young as the was, to {fmother all fym-
ptoms of tendernefs and forrow, and every affection
of the foul; nay, AcriprinNa, with all her
courage and high fpirit, laboured to hide her furprize
and dread, and every other emotion, upon that
occafion.

Sc&. VII. The increafe of Tyranry. Inno-
cence and Guilt not meafired by the Law,
but by the Emperor’s Pleafure and Malice.

N\ NE would think that Tyranny had by this
time gone as far as it could go, and that after

this, human cruelty and terrors could be ftrained no
higher. But this is a miftake, Flatterers and Ac-
cufers were ingenious villains, and Tyranny is a
monfter never glutted ; it is ftill craving for new
butchery and victims; its purveyors therefore are
ever ftudying to humour and pamper it°. Who
could have imagined any thing upon earth more
intenfely cruel than TrBER1Us? yet his Succeflors
exceeded him and one another in cruelties, for num-
ber and quality 5 and Dom1 1 1 A N committed fuch
as had efcaped even the preceding monfters. Hence
TaciTus fays; * As our fore-fathers had feen
¢ the ultimate point and laft efforts of public
¢ Liberty ; it was referved to us of this generation
“¢ to behold the utmoft weight ‘and feverity of pub-
“¢ lic Bondage ; fince by the terrors of State Inqui-

® Metus principis rimantur, & fzviuz adrepunt.
fitors,
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t¢ fitors, we were even bereft of the common inter-
« courfe of Civil Life, that of difcourfing ourfelves,
« and of liftening to the difcourfe of others:” he
adds, ¢ we fhould have alfo loft the ufe of memory,
<« as well as the habit of fpeaking, had it been
¢ equally in our power to forget as to be filent.”
Tue trial of perfons for Treafon went on gene-
rally in the old form, but in effect, was all refolv-
able into the breaft and good pleafure of the Prince.
According to hints from him, perfons were con-
demned or acquitted ; fometimes by his interpofing
the Tribunitial Power, they were not admitted to
be accufed ; fometimes Treafon was found in one
man’s words and ations, which in another were not
allowed to be criminal. ‘Thus men were fentenced,
or abfolved, or not accufed, not according to their
guilt cr innocence, but to their degree of grace or
diflike with the Emperor, who had the Prerogative
to coin guilt and innocence, and invert one into the
other, as he pleated. Thus T1BER1US purfued
VestirLi1us to death, his brother’s antient friend
and his own, for fufpicion of having lampooned his
Nephew Cavricura ; but would not allow CoTTa
MEessaLiNuUs to be a criminal for the fame
offence and for many more. But CorTa had
merit, he was always foremoft in every bloody
Counfel ; all his wickednefs and crimes were fo
many fervices, and fo much merit. In thofe days
there was no fure guilt but that of worth and of
virtue, and innocence ; hence the fecurity of all
men egregioufly mifchievous. The known ctuelty
of the Prince, was no tetror to thofe who tock care
to efcape it, by the vilenefs of their lives ; efpecially
if they were active to feed his cruelty by noble
facrifices ; like HaTerI1us AGRIPPA, who
meditated in the midft of his cups and harlots
the deftrution of illuftrious men, The worft and,
Vor. L M vileft
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vileft men in the Empire, became the fecureft, and
often the higheft, by deftroying the beft.

Set. VIII. What Tacitus means by In-
ftrumenta regni.

ESIDES the Accufers, who were the Imperial
Bloodhounds, to hunt men down for words,
conjeCtures, figns, and appearances, by ridiculous
pleas, forced conftructions, and wrefted Laws ; the
Emperors had other peftilent tools called by T ac1-
T s Infirumenta regni, the Inftruments of Imperial
Rule. Thefe were the Poifoners and Affaffins,
When there was no room or pretence to accufe a
perfon fignal for worth or opulence, or on any ac-
count obnoxious, and thence fit to be deftroyed ; or
when it was unfafe to accufe him ; recourfe was had
to a dofe or dagger. Such were P. CELER, and
ZL1vus the Freedman, they who poifoned JurLius
‘S1ranus, by theappointment of AGRIPPINA:
fuch was ANIceTvs, who murdered N £ rO’s
Mother, by the direction of her fon: fuch was
LocusT A, who adminiftred the poifon to CL a v-
D1us, a woman famous for many feats in poifoning,
and long retained for this talent, amongft the im-
plements of Court; it was fhe who prepared this
poifon as well as that which deftroyed young BRr 1-
TANNIcUs: fuch was Xevopruon, Phyfician
to CLaup1vus; one who helped to difpatch his
mafter : fuch were they who by the procurement of
Livia, madeaway the defcendants of Avcusyus.
After the affaffination of CaL1GUL 4, in his apart-
ment was found a cheft filled with all forts of poi-
fons, fo rapid, that when they were thrown into the
fea, they proved baneful to the fith; and num-
bers were by the tide caft dead upon the fhore.
Such alfo were the Tribunes and Centurions, and
even the Captain of the Pretorian Guards; who
2 whenever:
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whenever they were ordered to feize and kill, nevel
failed to obey, without any reafon but the word of
command. Thus PosTHuMUs AGrIPPA was
difpatched by a Centurion under Trser1Us: thus
GEeRELANUSs the Tribune, was, at the head of a
band of foldiers, by N ro employed to fee the
execution of VesT 1~ us the Conful, a man charged
with no guilt ; but Nero, who hated and feared
him, having neither crime nor accufer againft him,
and being therefore unable to 2fflume even the falfe
guife of a Judge, betook himfelf to the violence of
a Tyrant.

In truth, the whole body of Pratorian Guards
were kept by thefe Tyrants as their Aflaffins, to
murder for them, or to fecure others who did. The
Turk too has his Mutes and Poifoners in the Seraglio,
as well as foldiers, to execute his fury fecretly, or
openly. LEewrs the eleventh entertained other
fecret Ruffians to ftab and drown, befides his trufty
murderer the Provolt TrisTan. Queen Ka-
THERINE and her fon CuarRLEs the Ninth,
kept an Affaffin, to difpatch privately fuch men of
rank as they could find no other means to deftroy
and as dark as the proceedings in the Baftile are kept,
it is known what helps have been adminiftered to
the miferable prifoners there,: to get rid of life,
befides that of nature. Under the Reignof Lew1s
the fourteenth the trade of poifoning was brought to
great perfection 5 and was fufpected, with too much
appearance, to have been part of the Politics of
fome French Minifters, as well as the bane of
others.

M 2 Seét.
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Se&. IX. How much thefe Emperors hated,
and how faft they deftroyed all great and
worthy Men. Their dread of every Man
for any Reafon.

HE deftruttion of every man who was great

or good, was fo common and almoft certain
in thofe tragical Reigns, that T ac1Tus reckons
as a wonder the natural death of L. P1so, chief
Pontiff ».  Eminent men, and eminent merit, are
the dread of T'yrants. That merit and thefe talents
which, during the old Republic, would have cer-
tainly recommended a man to public Favour and
public Honours, did afterwards expofe him as cer-
tainly, to Imperial jealoufy and perfecution, gene-
rally to ruin and death ; and thofe peftilent Accufers,
Inftruments of public Servitude, the fons of rapine
and blood, who were now the men of fathion and
favour, and cloathed with the fpoils of their Country,
for afflicting and mangling her, and devouring her
vitals, would have been then treated as public Ene-
mies and Beafts of prey, and doomed to the pains
of Murder and Treafon, with univerfal confent and
abhorrence.

Suce a barbarous and unnatural inverfion of
all Order, Law, and Righteoufnefs, accompanied
the Sovereignty of the Cefars. Avcustus, rec-
koned the beft and wifett of them, though he affected
to love and countenance men of parts and accom-
plithments, yet limited his favours to fuch of them
as were devoted to Flattery and the Ufurpation.
Hence the public Honours conferred by him upon
Artrius CapriTo, a new man, one of fignal
Abilities, but a notorious Flatterer ; nay, the Em-

P Per idem tempus L. Pifo Pontifex, rarum in tanta clari-
tudine, fato obiit.

Pﬁl‘OB’
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peror raifed him in oppofition to ANTIsT1Us
Lareo, one who excelled in the fame acquire-
ments ; ofe who never departed from a laudable
freedom of fpeech and {pirit, and thence more
applauded than the other, by the public voice :
whereas, the fupplenefs and fubmiffion of CariTo
rendered him more acceptable to thofe who bore
rule. The latter by this merit gained the dignity
of Conful ; the other, for having too much, was never
fuffered to rife higher than that of Pretor. How
much muft the {pirit of Imperial Jealoufy encreafe
afterwards ?

EveEry thing gave thefe Tyrants fear and of-
fence.  Was a man nobly born and popular ? He
withdrew the affections of the People, rivalled the
Prince, and threatened a Civil Ward, Was he
akin to AvcusTus? He had his eye upon the
Sovereignty . Had he a reputation for Arms? He
was a living terror to the Prince. Was a great
man afraid of popularity, and lived retired? He
gained fame by fhunning it, and fill was an eye-
fore®; and his beft fate was to leave his Country “;
but where the exile was a confiderable man, the
executioner generally followed. Was he virtuous,
and his life and morals exact? He was another
Brurus, and by the purity of his manners, up-
braided the vitious behaviour of the Emperor”. Was
a man fad? It was becaufe the adminiftration pro-

% Studia civium in fe verteret; feceflionem jam & partes, &
fi multi idem audeant, bellum effe.

' Nobilem, & quod tunc fpetaretur, ¢ Cafarum pofteris.

S Oftorius multa militari fama——metum Neroni fecerat, ne
invaderet pavidum femper — miffus Centurio qui czdem ejus
maturaret.

' Quant> metu occultior, tanto plus famz adeptus.

u Confuleret quieti urbis; efleilli per Afiam avitos agros.

w Glifcere ac vigere Bratorum zmmulas —— rigidi & triftis,
quo tibi lafcivium exprobrent.

M 3 fpered
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fpered*. Did he indulge himfelf in gayety and
fleaaﬂ:ingx’ It was becaufe the Emperor was ill, and
his end thought to be near”. Was he rich? He
was  too wealthy for a fubjeé, and great wealth
in private hands boded ill to Princes*. Was he
poor? He was thence the more enterprizing and
defperate®.  Was he a dull man, and unactive ;
He only put on the guife of ftupidity and floth, till
he found room for fome bloody purpofe ®. Or had
he a different charaéter, and was a lively and aétive
man ? Then it was plain he did not fo much as feign
a defire of private life and recefs, but avowed a
buftling Republican Spirit, and to be meddling with
the State®.  Did he live in pomp and magnificence ?
He ftudied to overfhadow the Emperor in feats and
grandeur?. 'Was he accomplifhed in {cience, a Phi-
Jofopher, or mafter of Eloquence, and thence efteem-
ed? The luftre of his Fame gave umbrage to the
Prince*.

I~ thort, no man could poflfefs any advantage
or quality that rendered him acceptable to God or
man, a bleffing to his Country, to his friends, or to
himfelf, but fuch quality and advantage was fure ta

* Hominem bonis publicis meeftam.

¥ Reddendam pro intempeftiva letitia meeftam & funebrem
noftem, qua fentiat vivere Vitellium & imperare.

2 Plautum magnis opibus — auri vim atque opes principibus
infenfas.

4 Syllam inopem, unde przcipuam audaciam.

b Simulatorem fegnitiz, dum temeritati locum reperiret.

¢ Plautum ne fingere quidem cupidinem otii, fed veterum
Romanorum incitamenta preferre; affumpta etiam Stoicorum
arrogant: felaque, quz turbidos & ncgotiorum appetemes
faciat.

d Horterum amcenitate & villarum magpnificentia quafi prin-
cipem furergrederctur.

¢ Verginium & Rufum claritudo nominis expulit ; nam Ver-
%mx%s ftudia juvenum eloquentid, Mufonius praceptis fapientiz
ovebat. Y

awaken
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awaken the jealoufy and vengeance of thefe Tyrants,
and procure his doom %

Se&. X. Reflections upon the Spirit of a
Tyrant. With what Wantonnefs the Ro-
man Emperors fhed the blood of the Roman
Peaple.  The blindnefs of fuch as affifted
the Ufurpation of CESAR and AuGuUsTUS.

OW miferable muft be the reflections of a

Tyrant, if he has any refletions, that num-
bers muft be wretched (for what wretchednefs is not
produced by Tyranny?) that he may make a hideous
figure, unfafe and detefted? Every ftep he takes
for his grandeur and fecurity, renders him more con-
temptible or abhorred, and therefore more infecure 3
and the bloody end of moft, abundantly fhews, that
numerous Guards and Armies are fo far from fecure-
ing him, that from them his greateft dread accrues.
What a curfe it is upon a thinking Being, to con-
fider himfelf as an obftacle to every thing Fovely and
defirable amongft men: to the Virtue, Liberty and
Happinefs of all men, to his own peace and ftability,
to his own innocence and true glory : that for every
chain he puts upon his People, he multiplies terrors
and contempt upon his own head 5 and having for-
feited their affections, and living in diftruft of thofe
whom he ought chiefly to confide in, relies for his
life upon hirelings, the fons of vice and idlenefs, or
forced from their honeft labour to be made fo, and
often picked out of ftreets and gaols? He dreads
every man who is great and brave ; and one who
fights for him, conquers for him, and faves him,
does but expofe himfelf to jealoufy, indignity and
martyrdom. His own flaves, fpiritlefs and coward-

f Omni bond arte in exfilium a4, ne quid ufquam honeftum
occurreret,

M 4 B VA
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ly, cannot ferve him, and a man truly valiant is
undone by ferving him. The people are apt to
admire and magnity military virtue, and thence the
Tyrant hates and dreads fuch as have it. CHARLES
the fifth held it a greater honour, to be Count of
CaTaron1a, than Kiog of the Romans: he
had reafon; the CaTavrans were free men and
valiant ; the Romans poor monk-ridden flaves.

But I fhall find another place in the courfe of
thefe Obfervations to difcourfe more fully of Armies
and Conquefts: I thall here only obferve with what
wantonnefs thefe Tyrants fhed the blood of Roman
Citizens 3 Citizens whefe lives were once fo valuable,
fenced and fecured by Laws fo numerous, {o facred,
and ftrong ; lives fo precious that nothing againft
the life and fortune of the meancft Roman could be
determined, but by the Romans in general, affem-
bled in Centuries. Thefe Romans who, while free,
became the maiters of mankind, were, by lofing their
Liberty, become daily victims to their own dome-
ftic Traitors, and miferable Traitors they were; to
aCravpivus, a Caricura, a Nero. by
the ancient Conftitution and Laws of Rome, thele
Ufurpers were the only perfons liable to be put to
death, without procefs, or form, or penalty. Sce
the Lex Valeria in L.1vy, and CiceRro Pro domo
ha.

Ha p fuch as were Champions for the exaltation
of Ce&sar and AvcusTus, forefeen what their
race and defcendants were to faffer under the Suc-
ceflors of thefe Ufurpers, would it not have quenched
their zeal, would 1t not have ftruck them with hor-
ror ! Had they forefeen their offspring ftooping and
groaning under a beaftly bondage, not to the Em-
- peror only, but to his {laves and ftrumpets ; living

a precarious life at the mercy of fycophants; under
continual terrors of the Accufers, or themfelves exer-
cifing the execrable occupation of fuch ; fome endan-

gered
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gered by the luftre of their name ; fome by that of
their virtue and capacity, others from that of their
wealth ; many become Pimps, Pathics, and Parafites
to the Prince ; feveral, upon his authority, profti-
tuting their perfons and quality upon the public
Stage 5 numbers doomed to exile upon defolate
rocks and iflands 3 numbers flain outright, their car-
cafes expofed and denied the privilege of burial,
their fortunes feized from their families; and all of
them liable to the like tragical fate; their wives
withal daily expofed to the luft of the Tyrant, and
afterwards made the fubje¢t of his Imperial Sport
and Drollery, even before their injured and bluthing
hufbands, nay, proftituted in the Palace as in the
public Stews, and fuch as paflfed by invited in to
lie with thefe illuftrious Ladies, as with common
harlots, for money.

Hap the Partizans of Ufurpation forefeen thefe
woful confequences to their families from it, would
it not have changed their hearts and their conduct?
Yet what was eafier to be forefeen than the fury and
ravages of a madman or fool unlimited, where
chance, and not law, dire€ted the blind Succeffion ;
as did blind will, and not reafon, the Adminiftra-"
tion ? But with the heat of party and prefent impulfe,
cool reflection and forefight are incompatible : it
{carce ever happens, that, for future confiderations,
however wife, the inftant paffion, however foolith,
15 {mothered. The Adherents of C&sar and
AvcusTtus had an immediate view of greatnefs,
and would not difturb fo pleafing an imagination by
anxious care or fear for things future. All the world
goes well with thofe that are well ; and before men
can be brought to believe prophecies of mifery, they
muft begin to feel it. What a child is Man! what
a name is Reafon! The moft frequent ufe we make
of it, is to reafon ourfelves out of it, and from it
W borrew arms againit itfelf: juft as we have feen

2 . Laws
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Laws quoted to vindicate the fubverfion of Law,
and the Holy Gofpel of Peace and Laqve urged in
defence of Perfecution and Enmity.

Se&. XL Why under fuch Tyrants, the Se-
mate continued to [ubfif?.

T may be inquired why Tyrants fo jealous and
precipitate, did not abolith the Senate ; and it
was once the purpofe of CaALIGULA, as it was
afterwards that of NeRrRo, to have murdered all
the Senators: but in truth it would-have been an
enterprize of infinite difficulty and danger, to have
attempted the fuppreffion of that body. It is incre-
dible what ftubbornnefs ard force there is in eftab-
lithed Names, Cuftoms and Forms, which often are
harder to deftroy than realities and fubftances ; and
figns and titles frequently remain, when the things
fignified and denominated by them are gone. Thus
Popery has extirpated Chriftianity, and is called
Chriftianity ; and  Evangelical Humility and For-
bearance are preached and extolled n the midft of

Pride and Flames,
. As the Popes pretend to derive all power from
the Gofpel, which they pervert and fupprefs, fo did
the other Roman Tyrants theirs from the Senate ;
as if the ancient free State had ftill fubfifted, and to
have deftroyed the Senate, would have been to have
abrogated their own title to Sovereignty. They
mutt likewife have deftroyed the Confulthip, which
was ftill reckoned fummum Imperium, the fupreme
Magiftracy : with the Office of Prator, and
every Office, great and {fmall, in the State, with the
title and file of every Law of Rome, and every
Tribunal of Juftice there : for, every Law and every
Office depended upon the Senate, or upon the Se-
nate and People. They muft have abolithed Learn-
ing, Hiftory, Records, all Procefs and Memory ;
nay,
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nay, the very Military Titles, and Laws of War
and Negotiation ; thofe about the Colonies and Pro-
vinces, Cuftoms and Trade ; and have introduced
abfolute Oblivion, a new Language, and a new
Creation. .

Now what Power, what Genius upon earth, was
equal to fuch a prodigious defign, that of vacating
at once regulations and ufages fo infinitely numerous,
{o long eftablithed, become a great part of the pub-
lic Language, grown, as it were, to the minds and
memories of men, and effential to Speech and Con-
verfation, as well as to bufinefs and proteétion 3 and
then to fupply fuch an immenfe void, with Ordi-
nances, Offices, Terms and manner of Procefs, fo
as to anfwer all the ends of Society in fo vaft an Em-
pire? This was not to be done, nor was it ncedful :
they found their account fufficiently in breaking the
Power and Spirit of the Senate, in reducing it to a
fkeleton and a name, and in exercifing under that
name all their own violences and exorbitances. The
Senate and the People had a venerable found, and
ferved as a cloak for power when they themfelves
had none, and the Emperor had all®. The regifter-
ing of Edicts by the Parliament of Paris is become
a matter of form ; but without that form, the Court,
as uncontrouled as it is, does not care to execute an
Edi¢t. The Romans {#ll preferved a veneration
for their Senate and Magiftrates, and the fame was
often found in the Armies; infomuch that as late
as the Reign of ComMoD us, the foldiers were {o
enraged at the infolence of PERENNT1s, his Fa-
vourite and Minifter, for difcharging from their
military commands fuch as were Patricians and Se-
nators, and for placing in their room others of Eque-
ftrian Rank, that they cut him in pieces. |

¢ Cunfta Legum & Magiftratuum in fe trahens Princeps.

TiME
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T 1M », however, with the continuance of Ty-
ranny, and Barbarity its infeparable companion,
cancelled by degrees the old names and forms, after
the effence had been long cancelled ; and introduced
a cloud of offices and words, of rumbling founds,
and f{welling titles, fuitable to the genius of abfolute
Rule, and as different from the purity of the old
Republican Language, as are Liberty and Polite-.
nefs from groflnefs and bondage.

Se&. XII. How the unrelenting Cruelty of
the Emperors Faftencd the @zﬂolzmon of
the Empire. The bed Reigns of Cox-
STANTINE and ConsTANTIUS. The
good I’emn of YuLi1aN. The indifirect
behavieur of the Chriftians. Continnted
Tyrauny ;s and end of the Empire.

O refume once more the fubjet of Accufa-

tions and the abufed Law of Majefty ; They
were cankers in the heart of the Fmpire, which at
laft haftened its Diffolution. The Emperors, to gra-
tify their own cruelty, were continually wafting the
public Strength by facrifices noble and many ; and
to fatiate their avarice or that of their creatures, en-
couraged endlefs feizures and confifcations.  This
crying Oppreflion was by the Emperor ConsT a N-
TINE, before mentioned, carried higher than any
of the Pagan Emperors had ever carried it.  Befides
his own rapine, which was mercilefs and exceflive,
he glutted his Favourites and Grandees with the
fpoil and fortunes of others; as MARCELLINUS
witnefles". His fon ConsT a N T 1Us followed his
example, and was a more confuming Tyrant than
the Father. I have already faid fomething of his
Character and Reign, which was chiefly conduéted

B Proximorum fauces apervit primus Conflantinus,

by
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by inhuman 'villains, whofe heads and hands were
eternally engaged in the plunder and blood of his
People. Such were his Counfellors, fuch his Go-
vernors of Provinces, which were fucked and de-
voured to the bone, and might fay with truth, what
a noble Dalmatian once told T1BERIUS; ¢ In-
¢t ftead of fending us Shepherds to protect our flocks,
« you fend us Wolves to devour them.” How
many Governors in all Countries have deferved to
be hanged, before they reached their Governments,
becaufe they went with defign to rob and opprefs ?

T u esE depredations were reftrained during the
Reign of JurLraw, who had as much capacity,
as many virtues and accomplifhments, as could well
adorn private life, or a crown: he was brave, ge-
nerous, wife, and humane ; a Hero, a Philofopher,
a Politician, a Friend and Father to mankind. It
is pity fuch an amiable Character fhould have
any blots; his had two; he was fuperftitious
even to weaknefs, and had conceived an aver-
fion to the Chriftians altogether unfuitable to his
remarkable candor and equity ; an averfion which
they themfelves improved too much, by a behaviour
unworthy of fo great a Prince, much more unworthy
of fo meek a Religion. They indeed treated him
with eminent {pite and outrage, traduced him, libelled
him, and even mobbed him. Nothing could be
a fharper Satire upon them, for fuch brutifh condtt,
than the fingular meeknefs with which he bore it.
The truth is, the Chriftians were then ftrangely de-
generated from the primitive peaceablenefs and pu-
rity, become licentious and turbulent to the laft de-
gree, and perpetually inftigated by the arrogance and
ambition of the Bifhops, who were come to contend
with arms as well as curfes, for the poffeflion of
opulent Churches. It was not uncommon with
thefe ambirious men, to affront and revile the Em-
perors to their faces, to publifh Inveltives againft

them,
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them, to break the public Peace and to raife fre-
quent Tumults and Seditions. As they were the
moft complaifant Courtiers when pleafed ; fo they
were the moft implacable Incendiaries when difgufted.
All this was enough to alarm any Prince, and to
awaken refentment in the moft flegmatic. More-
over a great part of the wealth and revenue, which
ufed to go towards the public Charge, particularly
to defend the Frontiers againft the Barbarians, was
diverted and appropriated to maintain the grandeur
and pomp of the great Prelates ;5 facerdotes [pecie re-
ligionis fortunas omnes effundebant, as TaciTus
fays, upon another occafion.

As fome parts of the behaviour of that great
Prince, one wife and good in moft things, but
miftaken and even unjuft in others, chiefly towards
the Chriftians, ought to be cenfured and condemned ;
the behaviour of the Chriftians towards him can
never be juftified. They infulted him intolerably,
with all the exceffes of bitternefs and ill-breeding,
while he lived, and flandered and blackened him
fhamefully when dead ; as much as fome of them
bafely flartered and extolled other Emperors, who,
though complaifant and liberal to the Ecclefiaftics,
were confuming Tyrants.

I is the bufinefs of Truth and of true Religion, to
give even enemies their due, and friends no more than
their due. To give Jur1an his; if we lay afide
his Religion, I doubt whether we can find upon
record one Prince that excelled him, or three that
equalled him. He is indeed a pattern to princes,
in fpite of the anger and obloquy of Writers who
were apparently animated by a fpirit then too com-
mon, a {pirit altogether narrow, monkith, and vin-
dictive ; fuch a one as the charitable Religion of
Jesvus difclaims, and wants not. To his benevolent
Gofpel and Precepts I fincerely with all men to con-

form ;
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form ; but fewer figns of fuch conformity, or rather
greater figns of the want of it, have I no where
feen, than in the Condu&, Difcourfes, and Write-
ings of fuch as have railed at others for their reli-
gious fentiments, real or imputed. I with too that
a temper fo barbarous and Antichriftian had been
entirely confined to the Days of that Emperor,
whofe Adminiftration will for ever recommend him
to all calm and impartial men, as an aftonithing
example of virtue and parts.

THE Reign of Jovrian, whofe intention feems
to have been honeft and good, was but fhort, and
fcliowed by thofe of VALENTINTAN and Va-
LENs; Princes exceeding. furious, fufpicious and
ianguinary. Under them the old Accufations, Confif-
cations and Carnage were revived without mercy, and
continued thenceforward, with few intervals, till the
Roman Empire was quite overthrown.  The people
in every part of it being quite harraffed and con-
fumed, finding no relaxation from Oppreflors and
Accufations, no proteftion from Law, no refuge
in the Clemency of the Emperors, grew defperate,
and revolted to the Goths, Huns, Vandals, and
other Invaders.

Set. XIII. The Excellency of alimited Mox-
archy, efpecially of our own.

Think it is Macua1aveL who obferves, that
two or three weak and bad Princes fucceeding
each other, are fufficient to ruina State, where they

govern by mere Will 3 but it may furvive a lon
fucceffion of foolifh Princes limited by good Laws.
Vespasian found three hundred millions (of
our money) wanting to reftore the Empire to a con-
dition of fubfifting. Monarchy, according to PraTo,
Is the beft Government, or the worft : to which opi-
nion I fubferibe 5 as I do to that of Puirip Ds
COMINEsS,
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CominEs, that England is the place in the world,
where the Public is moft equally adminiftered, and

" where the people fuffer the leaft violence. We are
blefled with that form of Government which T a-
ciTus mentions as the moft perfe&t, and thinks
the hardeft to be framed ; that happy ballance and
mixture of interefts which comprehends every in-
tereft .

A~ Englith Monarch has one advantage which
fets him above any arbitrary Monarch upon earth ;
he obliges his fubjects by being obliged to them.
As he proteéts them by defending their Property
and Laws ; fo they, by fupporting him, enable him
to doit: while they give by choice, and not by
force, they give chearfully. Princes who take all
themfelves, and leave nothing to their people to give,
can never be beloved by their people. If it be true
that we hate thofe whom we have hurt, it is equally
true, that we are apt to love thofe whom we have
obliged. Hence God is faid, not only to love doing
good, but to love the good that he does.

ArBITRARY Princes would doubtlefs chufe to
have the love and affections of their people, were
the fame to be acquired by furious and unaccount-
able Rule ; but this is impofiible. Hence dread of
their power is all the fhare they can expet in the
hearts of their fubjes; and thisis a compliment
which their fubjeéts pay to things the moft hideous
and vile ; to Serpents ; to mad and wild Beafts ; to
Plagues and Satan ; to Pain and Poverty. But even
this miferable compliment is not always paid to
fuch princes : they are not always dreaded. When
their terrors are become habitual, they ceafe, in a
good meafure, to be terrors ; the people grow har-

i Cunelas nationes & urbes populus, aut primores, aut finguli
regunt. Dele@a ex his & conftituta Reipub. forma laudari faci-
lius quam evenire, vel, fi evenit, haud dicturna efle potett.

dened
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dened and defperate ; they themfelves become
fcorned 5 and contempt, the moft abject lot in life;
becomes the portion of thofe who poffefs the higheft.
When Ncro atked Susrivus FLavius, one
of the Confpirators againft his life, from what mo-
tives he had renounced his Allegiance; ¢ It was
becaufe I abhorred thee,” faid he. ‘The Conful
VEsTINIUS too was known to Nero, to defpifé
his vile and unmanly fpirit; and in the whole de-
tetion of that Confpiracy, and the punifhment of
the confpirators, nothing was fo fignal as the feries
of contempt poured upon that brutal Tyrant, in the
heighth of his Power, and amidft the terrors of his
Tyranny. Nothing, fays TAciTus, mortified
him fo much. But when the Monfter was depofed,
he incurred fuch fovereign fcorn, that he was doomed
to be ftripped naked, and feourged to death like a
flave, with his head faftened in a pillory ; his carcafs
to be caft afterwards from the Tarpeian Rock, and
with a hook in his nofe to be dragged to the T'iber.
Nor could the great reputation of JurLius
Casar, or that of AvucusTus, and all their
Power, fecure them from popular infults and defpight.
The machum calvum, and videfne ut cinedus orbem
digito temperet ; were contumelies which even their
greatnefs could not efcape,. MITHRIDATES
King of Armenia, when defpoiled of his Kingdom,
experienced by the behaviour of his People, how
much they reverenced him ; they even affaulted him
with reproaches and blows *. "When the Emperor
ViTeLL1vus was led along to the flaughter, with
his hands bound behind him, his habit all torn,
and himfelf a_filthy fpectacle ; he found much the
like ufage. Numbers wounded him with re-
proaches ; but nor= was found to bewail him ; and
the populace railed at him when dead, with the

¥ Vulgus duro imperio habitum, probra a¢ verbera intentabat.

“Vou. L. N fame
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fame bafenefs of heart, with which they had flattered
him living ',

"DISCOURSE VIIL

Of the general Debafement of Spi-
rit and Adulation which accom-
pany Power unlimited.

Set. 1. The motives of Flattery confidered.
Its vilenefs, and whence it begins.

SHALL now fay fomething of the extreme
Debafement of the Romans under the Emperors.
B Flattery ever rifes in proportion to Power and
ear. Where Law and Liberty reign, and men
hold not their Property and Lives at the mercy of
one or a few ; this fecurity begets in them a pride
and ftubbornnefs inconfiftent with Servility and Adu-
Tation. Men do not flatter fuch as they dare own to
Be no better than themielves, or fuch as have no power
to hurt them ; nor will they pay over-much reve-
fence to great Titles which are not accompanied with
great Power, nor fupported by Superftition.  For
Superftition enflaves as effe€tually as real Power,
and therefore confers it; nor is Tyranny ever fo com~
plete as when the chief Magiitrate is chief Pontiff,
as were the Soldans of Egypt and Bagdat ; or, which
is the next thing, can create and depofe him, as do
the Turkith Emperors. But where men held their
fortunes and lives at the mere mercy of another,
they will fear him as much as they love themfelves,

1 Vulgus éadem pravitate infeabatur interfetum, qua foverat
viventem.
and
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and flatter him, as much as they fear him *, If his
Power be limited, their Flattery will be limited ;
but boundlefs, if his Authority be fo. Thus court
and fycophancy prevail lefs under a mixed Monarchy,
than under one that is defpotic § in an Ariftocracy
lefs than there § and lefs ftill in a popular State,
Perfect equality quite deftroys it; complete So-
vereignty raifes it to the higheft. _

Tue more foolith and wicked a Prince is, the
more Incenle he will have ; it is the fureft way of
pleafing a Tyrant, as it fan¢tifies his Iniquities, and
reprefents him to himfelf as worthy of all his Gran-
deur and equal to all the higheft Offices of Empire.
Tiseri1vus, who was a Prince of great penetra-
tion, hated Ilattery, becaufe he knew it to be fo;
as he knew that they who paid him moft, the Se-
nate and Grandees, dreaded, and therefore hated his
Power ; as he, who underftood perfectly the nature
and blefling of Liberty, would have dreaded and
hated any mian in his place, had he been in theirs.
He knew that Flattery and Hate often go together 3
fo that they who pofiefs the greateft Hate, profefs
the greateft Affection. It is as much as their lives
are worth, to manifeft any tokens of Averfion ;
and the ftronger it is, it will require the more Art
 and Affiduity to hide it. Jurrus CmEsar was

loaded with all forts and every excefs of Honours,
fome that were divine, with defign to make him
odious, while they who conferred them abhorred him;
and were concerting fchemes to deftroy hims With
the fame view the like attifices were practifed by
the Senate towards his SucceffTor Oc T avivus, aftera
wards AucusTUs, concerning whom the equivo-
cal faying of Cicero, could not but be remem-
bered by Tiser1us®, * they fhould extol the

? Oninis exuta zqualitate, jufla Principis affeltare.
tJt juvenem laudarent, & tollerent.

N 2 ¢ Youth,
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¢ Youth, and take him off.” Hence though T .
BERIUS was irreconcileable to public Liberty, he
abominated Flattery ©.  He faw that Flattery was the
mere effect of Bondage, and fuiting only with the
fpirit of Slaves ; and though he would not part with
the Sovereignty (notwithftanding he often talked of
it, aswell as pretended great backwardnefs to accept
it) yet he was athamed of the vile and flavith ab-
Jjectnefs of the Romans <.

BuT neither under T¥BERIUSWWas there any
fecurity in abftaining from Flattery ; he was a Prince
infinitely jealous, and eould brook no fort of oppo-
fition, ror even independence ; and it was both ne-
ceffary and dangerous to flatter him ; but, in my
opinion, not fo dangerous as neceffary : I mean, to
{uch as purely confulted their own fafety, and to
efcape the rage of the Tyrant. It is true, he defpifed
Flatterers ; but he hurt them not 3 and it was natural
for him to think (fufpicious as he was) that fuch as
would not flatter him, fcorned him. It is certain he
never forgave free fpeakers, never could endure men
of bold fpirit, but, firft or laft, purfued them to de-
ftruction. It was perillous, fays TaciTus, to
practife no Flattery, and perillous to practife too
much ¢. L. P1so had inveighed again{t the cor-
ruptions of the State, particularly againft the peftilent
purfuits of the Impleaders, who were daily arraign-
ing, and circumventing, and menacing all men ; he
even threatened to quit Rome. Ti1BERr1USs bore
this calmly, nay, he defcended to mollify him with
kind words. But in a foul like his, brooding over
Vengeance, though he had fupprefied the fallies of
‘Wrath, the deep impreflions remained; P1so wasa

< Libertatem metuebat, adulationem oderat.
¢ Etam illum, qui libertatem publicam nollet, tam projeftz
fervientium patientiz tzdebat.
€ Adulatione, quz moribus corruptis, perinde anceps fi nulla,
& ubi nimia eft. :

good

kY
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good while afterwards charged with Treafon, and, but
for a natural death, which opportunely intervened,
muft have fuffered the pains of Treafon. Asi-
~v1us GaLrus incurred his rage for a motion in
Senate which had really a complimentinit. TiB k-
rius had in a Letter to the Fathers complained,
that from the plots and fnares of his enemies, he led
a life full of dread and apprehenfions. Garirus
propofed to addrefs the Prince, that he would ex-
plain his fears to the Senate, and permit them to
remove the caufes ; this incenfed him. GarLrvus
too had piqued him before, and was fufpected by
him of afpiring views ; and though he had noto-
rioufly flattered him, he could not by it redeem his
life.

As all Corruptions in a State begin commonly
from the Grandees (or rather they are beginners of
all Corruption) fo the Grandees are the moft fignal
Flatterers 3 they are moft in the eye of a Prince,
they are the moft obnoxious to his jealoufy, and
thence the moft prone to flatter him*. A Prince
who governs or would govern by mere Will, muft
countenance and employ fuch as afk no reafons for
what he does; but commend all he does; and the
more they have to get or lofe, the lower they muft
ftoop, the more they muft praife &. For this vile
fervitude of theirs they make reprifals upon the peo-
ple, and are as terrible to thofe below them, as’
fawning to thofe above them ; for the moft profti-
tute Slaves, are the moft infolent T'yrants, and it is
from the fame bafenefs of {pirit that men opprefs and
flatter ; it was truly faid of Caricura, ¢ that
“ there never lived a more complaifant Slave, nor
“a more cruel and deteftable Mafter.,”  Thus

f Ruere in fervitium confules, patres, eques; quanto quis in-
luttrior, tanto magis falfi ac feftinantes.

& Primores civitatis quorum claritudo fua obfequiis protegenda
erag, -

N 3 Flattery
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Flattery is propagated, and infects all degrees of
men. The Prince awes the Grandees, and by the
Grandees is flattered ; the Grandees opprefs and ter-
rify the people ; and thence the people dread and
adore the Grandees. The Bathaws are flaves to the
great Turk ; the people flaves to the Bathaws.

T £ infolence of flavith fpirits isby TacrTus
exemplified in ViTELL1Us, among many other
inftances. He was always the foremoft in Flattery ;
ever affaulting every worthy Patriot with reproaches,
and ever ftruck filent when repulfed ; agreeably ta
the genius of Sycophants, to be both infulting and
cowardly, This man, however, profpered by Pro-
ftitution, He had great employments under T 1 5 &-
R1Us, he was a great Favourite in the two fucceed-
ing Reigns, he was thrice Conful and once Cenfor.
Nor did the man want good talents and qualifica-
tions ; in the Government of Provinces, fays Ta-
C1TUSs, he exercifed the integrity of a primitive
Roman. But hisdreadof CarLiGuL a, and com-
pldifance to CLAv D1 Us, changed him into a filthy
Slave, and he is handed down to pofterity as a
pattern of the moft infamous Flattery : The juft re-
ward of his fervile fubmiffion. His firft and beit
altions were forgot 3 his laft and worft remembered ;
and the excellencies of his younger years obliterated
by an old age drenched in fervitude and iniquity.
Befides his adoring CL aup 1vs as a God, he car-
ried one of MEssaL1na’ fandals in his bofom
continually, frequently kiffed it; and amongft his
houthold Gods placed golden Statues of PaLL as
and Narcissus, the Emperor’s freed flaves.
This man was, I think, farther to ViTeLLIUS
afterwards Emperor.  Such men fuch Princes delight
n 5 regibus boni quam mali fufpetiores funt, femperque
bis aliena virtus formidolofa eft : fays SALLUST.

Sedk.
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Se&. 1. Men of elevated Minds irreconcile-
able to Arbitrary Power, and thence [u-
Jpected by it.  The Court paid to it always
infincere, fometimes expedient, but feldons
obferves any bounds.

GRIPPA told AvcusTus, according to
Dion Cass1us, that it was impoffible for a
manof great {pirit and refolution, to be other than a
lover of Liberty, and an enemy in his heart to an
abfolute mafter. A crippa himfelf was that fort
of man 3 he had courage enough to advife that Prince
to refign the Sovereignty, and reftore public Li-
berty 5 fuch in truth was his credit and bravery, that
AvucusTus thought himfelf no otherwife fafe, than
either by killing him, or taking him for his fone
in-law. The Emperor dii more than give him
his daughter ; he affumed him partner in the Tribu-
nitial Power, which, as that Ufurper and his Succef~
fors managed it, was, in effect, the Dictatorial Power,
The other great men of Rome he {ufpefted and
hated 3 though in vanity and for the praife of Po-
fterity, he left them his heirs in the third degree®;
Avcustusand T1BERIUs judged too well, to
imagine that the illuftrious Senators and Chiefs of
Rome, men who had fcorned the alliance and afhi-
nity of Kings, nay, treated Kings as their creatures
and dependents, could like a blind dependence upon
one of their own Citizens, who by ufurpation and
violence had made himfelf an enemy to all. Even
in the Reign of TiBER1Us there were Romans
who thought themfelves as good as him; CNE1Us
P1so, for example, fcarce gave place to him, and
defpifed his fons, as men far beneath himfelf, But

" Tertio gradu primores civitatis fcripferat; plerique invifos
{ibi, fed jatantia gloriaque apud pofteros.

N 4 ) hig
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his haughty fpirit coft him his life ; for though T1-
BERIUS ufed him asa proper inftrument to thwart and
overthrow GERM ANTICUS, he afterwards turned
that very fervice to the deftruction of Pr1so.

AFFECTION can never accompany a fubmif-
fion which is forced, nor men fubmit willingly to a
Power which they think they have themfelves a
right to exercife. Hence the compliments and
praifes of thefe eminent Romans towards the Em-
perors, are generally by TacrTus derived from
Flattery ; though fometimes neceffary, and fome-
times well intended ; neceffary, when ufed for their
own prefervation s and well intended, when em-
ployed to inftil into the Prince virtuous leflons of
Government. Marcus TERENTIUS was per-
haps juftifiable, when in defence of his life, which
was at ftake, he made that high-flown compliment
to Trser1Us; ¢ To thee the Gods have granted
¢¢ the fupreme difpofal of things, and to us have
¢¢ left the glory of obedience.” The Senators alfo
did well in magnifying fome popular Aéts of Nxsro,
that his youthful mind being thus incited by the
Glory arifing from light things, might court it in
things which were greater. And THRAsSEA
PeTus was juftifiable, when in his fpeech about
An~TisTius the Pretor, arraigned for Treafon for
lampooning the Emperor, he extolled that Prince’s
mercy, in order to make him merciful.

BuT as that which is only good in fome certain
degrees and exigences, feldom ftops there ; fo this
fame Flattery, no wife blameable under fome cir-
cumftances, grew fcandalous and exceflive ; it kept
pace with all the phrenzy and cruelties of thefe
outrageous and inhuman Tyrants ; and by it their
cruelties and phrenzy were encouraged. ‘The more
mifchievous and vile they were, the more they were
adored. Dread of their fury had feized the fouls of
men ; nor was any yemedy fou0ht againft their fury
: but
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but that of Flattery. Men of flavith minds always
began the deteftable rout ; their example drew others
after them 3 the lovers of liberty found it impoffible
to refift the many, and unfafe to diftinguith them-
felves by oppofition. Intereft fwayed fome, exam-
ple others, fear all, and at laft it became a common
ftrife who fhould be foremoft in the race to Servi-
tude. All public fpirit, all regard to the glory
and good of Rome, the infeparable charaéteriftic
of the old free Romans, was now loft and forgot ; it
was converted into fear and anxiety of every man for
himfelf. This will ever be the cafe when a Prince,
armed with fufficient Powers, fets up his own intereft
againft that of the State; particulars having no
longer any thing to do with the public, will ftudy
only to fecure themfelves.

Se&. III.  The exceffive Power of the Impe-
rial freed Slaves; with the [candalous
Submiffion and Honours paid them by the
Romans.

S Tyranny produces abjet fear and anxiety in
particulars.for themfelves, fo from this felfith

fear and anxiety come the beginning and progrefs
of univerfal Servitude, the extinétion of all Patriot-
ifm and honeft zeal, the power of corruption, and
the fymptoms of a State haftening to ruin and defo-
lation. ~ All the good or evil which could befal any
Roman, lay wholly in the breaft and option of the
Prince ; and hence the ftudy of every man to humour
the Prince, or the Slaves who governed him; for
governed he generally was by flaves the vileft and
moft peftilent ; yes, the whole Empire, that Empire
that contained a great fhare of the Globe, and ter-
rified almoft the whole, was fwayed, fold, opprefitd,
and exhaufted by flaves bought from the chain and
theoar, Cravpius not only declared that af-
fairs



186 Di1scovrses #por TACITUS.

fairs adjudged by his Receivers fhould be held equally
walid with thofe adjudged by himfelf, but got the
fame eftablithed by a folemn Decree of “Senate,
Now thefe Reccivers of the Emperors were his

- manumized Slaves, who under that title often go-

verned Provinces; he raifed the authority of thefe
vermin to a pitch equal with that of the Sovereign
and the Laws. FELix Governor of Judea was a
freed flave, the hufband of three Queens, and the
brother of PA L L as aneother freed flave, who con-
trolled the Emperor, lay with the Emprefs, and
was mafter of the Empire; fo that Nero faid
pertmertly of him, when he turned him out of
office, ““ that PaLL a3 went to abdicate the So-
¢ vereignty.?

BeuoLp the debafement of the great and vene-
rable Roman Scnate! It is not enough that they
flacter the Emperor, and heap upon him Powers
anl Honours fo great and manifold, that at laft
they have none for themfelves, hardly any for him 3
they muft likewife adore, and enrich, and exalt the
fugitives and off-fcourings of the earth, infcéts na-
turally doomed to the vileft offices of the kitchen,
ftable, and privies. The Romans, I.ords of the
World, muft put their necks under the feet of the
dregs of human race, For a contemptible projeét
of that fame Pavrras, about punithing Ladies
who married flaves, BAREAs Sor anwus Conful
elect, the firft Magiftrate in the Roman world,
moved the Senate to reward him with the ornaments
of Praetor, the next Civil Office in the State, and a
prefent of near an hundred thoufand pounds. To
this motion it was added by CornzrIvus Scirio,
that PaLr as thould have public thanks, that he who
was defcended from the old Kings of Arcadia, thould
to the fervice of the public thus poftpone that his
ancient Nobility, and deign.to be reckoned amongft
the Emperor’s Minifters, ButCLavuD1us averr;:]d,

that
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that Parr as would reft content with the honours
of the Prztorfhip, and, rejefting the prefent, chufe
to live in his ufual poverty. The Decree pafled,
was engraved in brafs, and publicly hung up; a
pompous Decree, in which a fellow, lately a bare-
footed {lave, now worth near eight millions, was
magnified for obferving the laudable felf-denial and
parcimony of the primitive ages. Obferve the
ftrange inverfion of “all order and fenfe! dignity
debafed 5 infamy exalted ; how low the awful autho-
rity of the Senate defcended! how vilely the function
of a Conful proftituted! how ignominioufly the glo-
rious name of Sc1pr1oemployed! how abominably
the ornaments of Magiftracy defiled! an ordinance
of State, big with fervitnde and lies! what ftupidity
in the Emperor, what infolence in the flave, and
what a melancholy failure of all Virtue, Truth, and
Liberty amongft all degrees of men! It was, in
truth, a compliment made to a flave by a body of
flaves, as PLiny well obferves. We may guefs
at the villainy and evil deeds of the man by the
enormous Honours that were paid him, though we
had no other rule or proof, aswe have proofs enough.
No fuch violent court was ever paid to SENECA 3
and TrgerLryNnus had much more weight and
authority than Bur rus.

REear goodnefs and merit beget in all good
men real friendfhip and affection ; and real affection
1s never fo loud nor fhewy as affection affumed.
Where we fincerely like and efteem, we are net
afraid of fufpicion in the perfon efteemed, nor fpend
much breath and ceremony to convince him. But
where we are confcious of our own infincerity, our
profeflions are pompous and wordy. It was abfo~
lutely impoffible that thefe vile Upftarts fhould love
the Senate, or any great men, great in blood, or
fortune, or virtue ; or the Senate or any great Roman
could love fuch vile Upftarts ; but we fee what dif~

o guifes
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guifes fear and falthood can put on! Impartial pofte-
rity, which neither fears the Senate nor Pavr as,
can perceive nothing in the Honours by them con-
ferred upon him, but the infamy of both perpetuated.
Nor was CLavuDp1vus the only Emperor who was
thus led in bondage by his franchifed bondmen ;
others fubmitted to the fame vaflalage, to the
fame infamous Counfellors ; Plerigue principes (fays
Priny) libertorum eramt ferviy borum confiliis,
borum muiu regebantur. Was not the world finely
governed, and humankinds.completely happy ;
when the univerfal Lord was fwayed by the luft
and nod of creatures juft redeemed from the in-
famy of whips and fetters? The mighty C&£s a g,
to whom the Romans owed all their enfuing
mifery and bondage, began the exaltation of fuch
fons of earth; and, in contempt of cenfure, de-
clared, that, ¢ if he had employed Highwaymen
«¢ and Affaflins to fupport his grandeur, he would
¢ in return have honoured them with the fame fa-
¢ vour.” A true confeflion, but methinks not very
politic; we have feen already whether his worthy
Succeflors did not actually do fo, and what were the
Inftrumenia regni, the bloody tools and machinery
of abfolute Rule. PorycrLEeTus, a manumized
flave of N E R 0%, when fent by his mafter to infpect
the State of Britain, travelled with fuch an immenfe
train, that he was a burden ta great nations, even
thofe of Italy and Gaul.

Sc&t. IV. The exceffive Flattery of the Se-
nate, how ill judged.

T HERE was no mean in the Flattery of the
Senate, They might have been good Cour-
tiers, without being fo abandoned Courtiers. There
are inftances of their carrying queftions againft the
fpirit of the Court and the efforts of Favourites, in

2 the



DiscoUrsEs upon TACITUS. 189

the worft Reigns. Thus, in fpight of all the
power and caballing of AGrR1PPINA, they expel-
led TArRqQuUITIUS PRIScuUs, a creature of hers,
from the Senate, in deteftation of his bafe attack
upon the lifeof STaTILIUS TAURUS, in fub-
ferviency to the Emprefs, who yearned after the
Wealth and fine Gardens of that illuftrious Senator.
Thus too in the cafe of ANT1sT1Us the Pretor,
who had compofed fome virulent Verfes againft
NEero, and expofed them at a great entertain-
ment ; though he was impleaded of Treafon by
Cossurrianus CapriTo fon-in-law to that
powerful minion Ti1GcELLINUs, and though
Junitus MarvuLLuUs, the Conful ele&t, moved
that he might be doomed to die after the rigorous
manner of antiquity ; the Senate followed the milder
motion of THRASEA PeETus for confifcation
and exile. Nor would they depart from the fen-
tence even after they had received N E r 0’s Letter
about it, though in it he manifefted high indig-
nation.

THEY might have made fome other efforts of
this kind, where they made none ; on the contrary,
they gave away their Liberties and Voices fafter
than they could have been taken. But the honeft
boldnefs of THR aAsEA broke the bondage which
hung upon the minds of others ; fo much can the
example of one worthy man do even in an affembly
devoted to corruption and fervitude! It is true,
TurAse A paid a fevere after-reckoning, and it
was the apprehenfion of that which ftopped the
mouths of others, or opened them only to fawn.
But who would not chufe the reputation, and inte-
grity of a Patriot, that of a THR ASE A, even at
the expence of his fate ; racher than the fortune and
favour of the fycophant ViTeLL1vs, with the
abjectnefs of his life, and infamy of his name ?

Se&.
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Sc&t. V. The free Fudgment of Pofferity
a powerful warning to Princes, to reign
with moderation and to detcft Flatterers.
The Name and Memory of the Roman
Tyrants how treated.

LL men have fome vanity, ahd thence fome

fondnefs for fame ; if they would acquire it,
and avoid infamy, they muft fquare their actions to
the judgment of Pofterity. With Pofterity, little
evafions, falfe cclourings, ahd chicane will not pafs
for reafons, though they may with our cotempo-
faries, who are often influenced by fiiendfhips, often
engaged in parties, often warmed and mifled by
paffion and partiality. Death and Time deftroy 2ll
artifices, diffipate all mifts; ahd unveil myfteries s
the intentions of men with all their motives and
purfuits are then fcanned and laid open: 'Fhe
flights of Flattery, will not then be termed fond-
nefs for the Prince, nor the efforts of Ambition mif-
called public zeal. Crauvptus and Parras,
Tigerivs and Szjanvus, Ntro and T1-
GELLINUS; men fo careffed, applauded and
worthipped during their life and power, men who
then employed all tongues in their praifes, do now
fill, and have long filled the mouths of .all men
with deteftation, and their hearts with abhorrence.
What avail now their craft and fubornations, their
power and high pofts ? Docs the awe of purple, or
the violence of the fword, do Pratorian Guards and
perverted Laws, fecure their memory, as they did
their perfons? Do I, for example, fear their char-
ges of Treafon, or the vile breath of their Infor-
mers, while I treat them as fanguinary Monfters,
as the Tyrants, Pefts and Oppreflors of the earthy
as public Curfes, and Murderers in cold blood?

THESE
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Tugse Tyrants and their Flatterers, though
they pufhed both Tyranny and Flattery as far as
they would go, have not been able, with all their
Arts and Terrors, to ftifle the memory of men, nor
reftrain the {peech. They are handed down to us
under their proper titles, ‘The Emperor N RO we
feldom fay 3 but the Tyrant NERO is in every one’s
mouth ; and the idea of a fycophant ever accom-
panies thename of ViT ELL1vus. Hisgreat credit
and offices are forgot, or remembered only to his
infamy. What a check muft Hiftory and the Cen-
{ure of Pofterity be to a Prince that has any reflec-
tion! Had Tiserius, Crauvpius, CaLicuLa,
and other Imperial Monfters confidered what fright-
ful lights they were like to be drawn in to future
times, it would have fpoiled their pleafure in tyran-
nizing, and made them hate their Flatterers, who
perfuaded them that all men, at leaft the beft men,
fpoke of them as they themfelves fpoke. With
regard to Fame and Pofterity it had been better for
thefe wretches that they had never been born, as
well as happy for human-kind; yet no man was
ever a greater drudge for Fame than Nero ; Erat
illi eternitatis perpetueque fame cupido, fed meconfulla,
fays SusToN1Us. Witnefs his laborious fatigues
in the Theatre and Circus, continued day after day,
and often nights and days, for the reputation of a
good Singer, Harper, and Coachman. Cacricura
afpired to the like glory, and was a notable Fencer
and affiduous Dancer, as well as a Charioteer?,
Laudable Ambition for a Prince, and as juft and
high as that of many others!

TriBer1vs alfo withed and prayed for the praifes
and affectionate remembrance of pofterity . How

! Scenicas faltandi canendique artes ftudiofifime appeteret
—- Thrax & auriga.
¥ Ut quandocunque conceflero, cum laude & bonis recordati-
onibus facta atque famam nominis mei profequantur.
I well



102 DiscoursEes #pon TACITUS.

well he fucceeded, we all know. He is detefted as
one of the moft dangerous, falfe, and deliberate
Tyrants that ever afflited men; nay, he was no
{fooner known to be dead, than the people broke
forth into joy and execrations ; fome cried, ‘¢ Into
¢ the Tiber with TiBER1US: others befought
¢¢ mother earth and the infernal Gods to allot him
¢ no manfion but amongft the damned and ac-
¢ curfed :» others threatened to drag his body with
hooks to the charnel of malefactors. And when his
corps was going to be removed from Mifenum to
Rome, every one cried aloud; that it thould rather
be carried to the town of Atella, to be in the Am-
phitheatre there thrown into a fire, till it were half
burned. Such were the marks of remembrance he
had, and deferved, from the people! The other two
are treated as frantic butchers, or rather as two mad
dogs delighted with carnage and worrying, bent
and active to kill and deftroy. What is it to us
that they were Princes and Emperors? Men of {enfe
find no magic in names, but regard Monfters as
Monfters, whatever titles Fortune or Flatterers gave
them, or they themfelves took.

IT is thus Tyrants fuffer the vengeance of after-
ages; and terrible vengeance it is to fuch as are
tender of their Renown, and feek Immortality, as
moft Princes do; and indeed have it forced upon
them, fince they ftand too high, and de too much.
not to be remembered. Hence they ought to be
more afraid of future cenfure, which is generally
well grounded and will certainly laft, than of tem-
porary praife, which is often falfe, confequently
fleeting, at beft to be fufpetted.

Seét,
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Sc&. VI How lamentably Princes are de-
bauched and mifled by Flatterers.

OW if Tyrants are abhorred, how much ab-
1 N horrence is due to Flatterers, who often change
Princes into Tyrants, and make Tyrants worfe than
they would be? Tiserius aflumed the Sove-
reignty with great diffidence 5 and his natural wari-
nefs would have probably made him mild againft
his nature, had not the Romans fo readily offered
him their necks and their perfons to bondage. But
when he found them devoted to Slavery, he ufed
them like Slaves, and having nothing to fear from
them, he only followed the vile bent of his own
{pirit’,

DomiTran reoiced when he found that
Acricora had left him coheir with his wife
and daughter ; he vainly thought it done dut of
judgment and choice, and in pure regard to his
perfon.  So much was he corrupted and blinded by
continual Flattery, asto be utterly ignorant, that no
Prince, but a bad one, was ever by a father tender of
his iffue and family, affumed into heirfhip with them,
as PrL1wn v the younger well obferves.

NEro was in terrible agonies after he had mur-
dered his Mother ; he dreaded the foldiery, the
Senate, and the people 3 but when, inftead of danger
and refentment, he met with flattering {peeches from
the Officers, flattering Decrees from the Senate,
popular Proceffions, Applaufes, public Devotions
paid to all the Deities, and univerfal acquiefcence ;
his native infolence became more fwelled 5 and, from
this general Servitude, affuming the pride of victory,
he afcended the Capitol, offered facrifices, and
thenceforth furrendered himfelf to the full fway of
all his exorbitant lufts. When he had caufed thefe

! Rupto pudore & meta, {uo tantum ingenio utebagur.
Vou. I. o two.
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two noble Romans, PravTus and SyLL4, t&
be affaffinated, he wrote to the Senate without men-
tioning the execution, only that they were two men
of turbulent fpirits, and what mighty care it coft
him to fecure the State. Inftantly the obfequious
fathers degraded from the Senate thefe dead Senators,
and ordained public Prayers and Sacrifices. N & r o,
upon the receiving of this Decree, and finding that
all his brutal iniquities and acts of blood paffed for
fo many feats of renown, grew emboldened to do a
thing which ¢ven Nero till then durft not do,
and turned away the virtuous Oc T av1a his wife,
her by whom he held the Empire™. Nay, when
foon after the Imperial butcher had ordered the
blood of that illuftrious Innocent to be thed, thanks
and oblations were again prefented to the Deities,
by an ordinance of Senate. A particular, fays
T acitus, which with this view I recount, that
whoevgr reads the events of thofe times in this or
any other Hiftory, may take it for granted, that as
often as the Emperors commanded aéts of cruelty,
banithments and affaffinaticns, {o often thanks and
facrifices were decreed to the Gods ; and thofe So-
lemnities which were of old the marks and confe-
quences of public victories and public felicity, were
now fo many fad marks of public flaughter and
defolation™.

Trui1s was remarkably verified afterwards as
well as now; when Nero, upon the difcovery
of P1s0’s confpiracy, had {pilt rivers of blood, and
flain men by heaps ; the fuller the city was of exe-
cutions and funerals, the fuller too were the Temples
of facrifices. One had loft a fon, one a brother,

m Igitur accepto patrum confulto, poftquam cuna fcelerum
fuorum pro egregiis accipi videt, exturbat O&aviam.

» Quod ad eum finem memoravimus, ut quicunque cafis
temporum illorum nobis vel aliis an®oribus nofcent, przfump-

tun habeant, quotiens fugas & c=zdes juffit princeps, totiens

grates deis aftas ; queque rerum fecundarum olim, tum publicz
cladis in{"gnia fuifle.

. 1 or
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or kinfman, or friend in this general butchery ; and
the greater their lofs, the more gayety they thewed,
adorned their houfes with Laurel, frequented Tem-
ples with Thank{giving, embraced the knees of the
Tyrant, and worried his hand with kiffles. Nzro
took all this for {o many fincere tokens of affeétion
and joy 5 when, in truth, their Congratulations and
Flattery were juft in proportion to their fevere
forrow.

Se&. VII.  The peftilerit tendency of flatter-
ing Counfels, and the Glory of fich as are

Jincere.
HAT a poifonous thing is Flattery ? By it

Princes are mifled into a perfuafion that all
their meafures of Oppreflion, all their a&ts of Frenzy
and Rage, are juft meafures of Government, that
forced proife is real afig@tion, that they themfclves
are popular when they are abhorred ; and thus they
arekept from repenting or amending, becaufe, relying
upon the affurances of Flatterers, they cannot find that
they have done amifs, or fee any thing to be mended.
The Flatterers of N ro ridiculed SENEc a, and
raled at him, and perfuaded that Prince he wanted
no Tutors. The fame did the Flatterers of Coma
MopuUs in relation to the old Counfellors; which
had been his father’s. Nero and ComMoDuUs
followed the advice of their Flatterers, and reigned
mifchievoufly, and died tragically, and their memo-
ries are abhorred.  Thus they are kept hoodwinked
and fecure, till the firft thing they open their eyes
upon, is their Throne tottering or overturned; and
Perhaps an executioner’s knife at their breaft ; and
tven when things are come to that extremity, there
will be thofe to mifreprefent and flatter, as in the
tafe of GArLBA ; a few moments before he was
maffacred, he was foothed with falfe affurances of
fecurity ,

® Quidam minora vero, fie tum quidem obliti adulationis.
mn L j 90 (PRGN
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How pernicious too is fuch falfification even to
thofe that practife it ; fince though they mean it out
of felfithnefs and for fecurity, yet by fanctifying
upon all occafions the Oppreffion and Deftruétion of
others, they do but invite their own! Whereas
were matters laid honeftly before Princes, that this
meafure is a Grievance, that an Oppreflion, and
that whatever is unjuft to others is dangerous to
themfelves, they would prefer caution with fafety,
to humour and wilfulnefs accompanied with peril ;
they would grow into a habit of doubting, deliberate-
ing and enquiring ; of fubmitting their own judg-
ment to that of others; of remembering that they
are what they are for the {ake of their People, and
that they ought to have no Will, nor Intereft, but
the public Will and the public Intereft.

Had Nero purfued the good Rules of Govern-
ment diflated by SExeca and Burrus, and
propofed by himfelf in his frgt Speech to the Senate;
had he avoided the counfels of that bloody and de-
teftable fycophant Trc L L 1N us, and of otherslike
him, he might have ended his reign with as much
renown as he began it, and left a memory revered
as much as it is now detefted.  And would the Con-
fidents of Princes, inftead of debafing themfelves
into the charalters of Parafites, inftead of abufing
their truft, and bringing infumy upon their mafters
and themfelves; would they, inftead of this, give
upright counfel, fuch as conduced to the good of
all men, they would, befides the praife of well-
doing, take the beft method to fecure themfelves,
their fortunes and families in the general {fecurity :
or, thould they be rewarded with difgrace, or even
with death, they would have the approbation of
their own Confciences, the applaufes of the Living,
and the praifes of Pofterity. But while they footh
the Prince in his jealoufies and violence, and en-
courage him in deftroying fuch as he, or fuch as
they fear or diflike, they fet him a leffon and example

for

~
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for turning the edge of his fury upon themfelves,
whenever he becomes prompted by his humour or
caprice 5 a cafe often happening, and always to be
apprehended.  The Courtiers and  Flatterers of the
Emperor CarAacALLA, to humour him, con-
curred with him in the murder of his brother
GeTa; and, after that murder, though committed
by his own hand, were themfelves murdered for
their wicked complaifance, and amongft them
Letus his Favourite and Confident. Yet he
was fo far from remorfe for fhedding his brother’s
blood, that he maffacred every friend and adherent
to his brother, to the number of twenty thoufand,
in a thort time. Ti1seERrtus, of all his Friends,
Confidents and Counfellors, {carce let one efcape a
violent end, unlefs where by a natural death they
prevented it: and they who had been the Minifters
of his Tyranny, hardly ever failed to fall by it.
He indeed proteéted them from the refentment and
profecution of others ; but he generally poured ven-
geance upon them himfelf?. VEscurarivs
Atricusand Jurius MaRrRi1NUS, were two
of his moft ancient intimates ; they had accompa-
ned him during his retirement at Rhodes, and
never forfook him in his retreat at Caprem ; they
had abetted his Tyranny, and afiifted him in hs
cruel Counfels, nor does it appear that they had
ever offended him by any good Counfel. VEscu-
Lar1Us was his manager and inter-agent in the
perfidious plot to deftroy that noble Roman L.1so
Drusus ; and by the co-operation of MARINUS,
Seyanus had worked the overthrow of CurTiUs
Atricus. Was not all this merit enough, at
leat, to have redeemed their own lives? It was
not ; they fell themfelves victims to his cruelty, as
to f{atiate his cruelty they had made others fall : ad

P Scelerum miniftros, ut perverti ab aliis nolebat ; ita ple-

Tumque fatiatas, & oblatis in eandem operam recentibus, veteres
& praegraves adflixit.

03 mortem
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moriem aguntur : quo letius acceptum, fays Tacrtus
Jua exempla in confultores recidiffe 5 their tragical enci
was followed with the more joy, for that upon their
own heads had thus recoiled the precedents of their
own traiterous devifing. In truth, thefe inftruments
of cruelty are generally abhorred by the Princes that
ufe them, AwNi1cETUs Admiral of the Gallies ta
NEero, coudutted and perpetrated the murder of
his mother AcrrppiN 4, and for a fhort fpace
continued in fome fmall favour with the Prince ; but
was afterwards held in greater averfion; for, fays
T acitus, the Minitters of evil Counfels are by
Princes beheld as men whofe looks continually up-
braid them 9. Such too was the fate of CLEANDER
under ComMm Mo us, who loved him, was governed
by him, and cut off his head. How differently
related is the fate of Bur R us, fufpected to have
been poifoned by N ero': Mighty and lafting was
the forrow of Rome for his death, for the Romans
remembered his virtues ; and a litcle before®, While
the calamities of the Public were growing daily more
heavy and bitter, the refources of the Public were
diminithed, and Bur R us died. How nobly too
1s the tragedy of SENEC 4 recounted! it is too long
to find room here.

I fhall end this Difcourfe with obferving, that as
Flattery 1s the'effect of dread and falfhood 3 ; as the
moft tyrannical Princes are moft flattered, and men
of the falfeft minds are the greateft Flatterers; this
confideration fhould be a leffon to Princes and great
men, to weigh the actions they do againit the praifes
they receive ; and if they find themfelves righteous,
they may conclude their panegyrics to be fincere.
Let them refle@ upon their acts of benevolence or
oppreffion, and how they have ufed their people,

? Ut exprobrantes afpiciuntur.

r Civitati grande defiderium ejus manfit per memoriam vir-_
tutis.

¢ Gravefcentibus in dies publicis malis, fubfidia minuebantur,
conceflitque vita Burrus,
: They
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They would alfo do well to examine what fort of
men they are who praife them ; whether men of
virtue and honour, lovers of truth, lovers of- their
Country, and of human-kind ; or whether they are
thofe unlimited Sycophants, whofe cuftom and rule
it is to extol at random all the {ayings and doings of
Princes, worthy and unworthy *.

DISCOURSE IX.

Upon Courrts.

Se&. 1. Of Freedom of Speech ; and how |

reafonable it is.
TO the foregoing Difcourfe upon Flattery, I

thought it might not be unfuitable to fub-

join another upon Courts, the place where
that peftilent and unmanly practice is wont chiefly
2o prevail.

Durinc thofe Reigns which I have been de-
feribing, when Power was eftablithed in Terrors,
and Subjection converted into Abafement, {mall was
the wonder that reftraint upon fpeech was no incon-
fiderable link in the public chain, and care taken
that fuch as prefumed to breathe aught but vaffalage,
fhould net breathe at all. This was wretched po-
licy, barbarous, and impofible to be practifed. The
paflions are not to be extinguithed but with life;
and to forbid people, efpecially a fuffering people,
to fpeak, is to forbid them to feel. '

It is not indeed to be expected that men fhould
be fuffered to meet together tumultuoufly, in order
to publith their mutual Difcontents and Wrongs,
and to inflame one another ; but complaints uttered
in their families, or dropped occafionally, or com-

* Quibus omnia principis, honefts atque inhonefta laudare mos eft.
O 4 munjcated
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municated to a friend, can never affect Authority.
The more men exprefs of their hate and refentment,
perhaps the lefs they retain; and fometimes they
vent the whole that way ; but thefe paffions, where
they are {mothered, will be apt to fefter, to grow
venomous, and to difcharge themfelves by a more
dangerous organ than the mouth, even by an armed
and vindictive hand. Lefs dangerous is a railing
mouth, than a heart filled and enflamed with bitter-
nefs and curfes 3 and more terrible to a Prince ought
to be the fecret execrations of his people than their
open revilings, or than even the affaults of his enemies.
Of all the blood fpilt under TisEr1US and the
following Tyrants for Words (and for no greater caufe
a deluge was fpilt) how {mall a part conduced to their
fecurity ? none that I remember ; but every drop was
an indelible ftain upon their perfons and upon their
Government ; every drop derived hatred, and confe-
quently weaknefs and danger, upon it. Rigorous
punithment for fmall faults, or for fuch as in the com-
mon opinion pafs for none, is a mark of ill politics 3
it makes the fpirit of the Adminiftration look hideous
and dreadful, and it renders every man who finds
himfelf liable to the like faults, a capital enemy.
Surely it ought to be a maxim in Government, that
errors which can have no confequences, ought to

have no punithment. :
OrLivEr CromMwEeLL, who feems to have
feen far into the heart of man, was little affected
with the hard words and invectives of particulars,
and as high as he carried Authority, left people to
talk and rail. The fame is true of the late Regent
of France, one who well knew human nature, and
the nature of power; it was then common to fce
Frenchmen fwagger and ftorm as freely as an old
Roman would have done againft an unpopular Ma-
giftrate, In truth, where no liberty is allowed to
fpeak of Governors, befides that of praifing them,
their praifes will be lictle believed. Their tendcrf-
nels
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nefs and averfion to have their condu® examined,
will be apt to prompt people to think their condué
guilty or weak, to fufpet their management and
defigns to be worfe than perhaps they are, and to
become turbulent and feditious, rather than be forced
to be filent. 'When nothing but incenfe and applaufe
will be accepted or borne 5 all plain dealing, all honeft
counfel and true information, will be at an end, and
banithed, to make room for deceitful adorations, for
plealing and pernicious falthcods. If Princes whofe
memory is difliked, had allowed their fubjeéts and
co-temporaries to have fpoken truth to them, or of
them, probably Pofterity would not have fpoke fo
much ill, as it is probable they would not then have
deferved it ; and I am apt to believe, that it had been
batter for all of them to have permitted all that could
have been faid, than to have miffed hearing what it
imported them to have heard ; better to have heard
the difgufts and railings of their people, than that their
people were armed againft them, or revolted from
them ; a fate which has befallen fome of them, who,
having had Courtiers over-complaifant, or ears over-
tender, learnt that they were dethroned before they
had learnt that they were not beloved ; and found
fcarce any interval between the acclamations of Flat-
terers and the ftrokes of an Executioner. Such is
the genius of Courts, where ill tidings are generally
concealed or difguifed 3 fuch too often the filence
and foothings of Courtiers, who tell only or chicfly
what is pleafing 3 and fuch fometimes the pride
and impatience of Princes, that they will fuffer
nothing which ruffles their paffiors, to approach
their underftanding.

Sect. 1. The Spirit of Courticrs what;
Jome good ones.

T is fomething elfe than zeal for telling truth,

that carries men to Court, and keeps them init;

to raife an intereft, or to preferve it, is the mare
» prevaing
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prevailing paffion, And becaufe whoever fets his
foot there with any view to place and favour, is
always fure of competitors, be his perfon or pre-
tences what they will, ever fo confiderable or incon-
fiderable ; his chief care will be to conquer oppo-
fers, and fecure himfelf 3 and as there ever will be
feme oppofition, real or apprehended, that care will
be conftant. Hence the fpirit of a Court, felfith,
fufpicious and unfriendly ; and hence the fupple
fpirit of Courtiers, to love and hate, court and
avoid, praife and perfecute the fame perfon with
notable fuddennefs, juft as he is promoted or dif-
graced, and can help or hurt, or is to be deprived
of all capacity to do either. To be well with the
fubfifting Power, with him who holds the reins
of Authority, and diftributes, or caufes to be di-
ftributed the bleflings and terrors of Power, is the
main purfuit ; his motions are chiefly watched, his
affections and averfions are ftudied and adopted ;
and thus a fmile or a frown from the Throne, or
from one who is next the Throne, Is eagerly catched
up, {feizes the faces of a whole drawing-room in an
inftant, and is handed down, with fignal uniformity,
through all clafles of men, from a Grandee to the
loweft Clerk in an Office.

A Court is a great Exchange, where one or a
few have favours to difpofe of, where many refort
to procure them, and where all therefore ftrive to
outgo in the ways of pleafing every one who has the
fame aim, and ftudy every method to render them-
felves acceptable. Hence their obfequious Counte-
nances, Flattery, Infinuations, and Zeal, fome paf-
fions concealed, fome difguifed, and others perfon-
ated ; hence too their attachment to fuch as can
help to promote them, and their negle@ of fuch as
cannot ; hence with them good fortune, however
unworthily placed, always paffes for merit, and
abilities ever fink with power ; and hence their falfe-
hood, ingratitude and courteous behaviour,

THAT
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TuaT this is true of the herd of Courtiers, I
believe will be allowed. Without doubt there are
exceptions, and men of great honour, difinterefted-
nefs and friendfhip are often to be found there;
men who fcorn treachery and bafenefs, and would
rifk all, rather than do a mean thing. Such were
Manivs LEpipus,SENEca,and BurRruUs;
fuach Coccerus Nerva and Jurius Acri-
coLa, and fuch were the Chancellor o I’Hos-
piTaL, Chancellor HypEe, and the Earl of
SoutrHaMP TON; all thefe great men were Cour-
tiers, and lived in Courts full of corruption and
dangerous defigns ; all practifed fome degrees of
fupplenefs, fubmitted their opinions to the neceflity
of the times, and, by defeating many evil meafures,
were the Authors of much good, though not of all
that they would.

CarpinvaL RicHELIE v makesheavy com-
plaints of the oppofition which he found to his beft
defigns from the credit and intrigues of Women,
and the whifpers and ill offices of malevolent Cour-
tiers. ‘Thefe great men abovementioned were like-
wife often wronged; bad counfels which they had
heartily oppofed, were imputed to them ; and, when
they concurred with fome excefles to obviate much
greater, juft allowances were not made, and their
motives were {pitefully conftrued. Thus the Chan-
cellr De I’HosprT aL was feverely cenfured
by the Hugonots for pafling the Edit of Rome-
rantin, which bore hard upon them ; though by
that Edi&t he prevented their utter extirpation, and
the mifery of all France, by hindering the intro-
duction and eftablithment of that monftrous and
bloody Tribunal the Inquifition ; in which defign
the Court and Parliament were already agreed, and
I think the Edi¢t for that deteftable purpofe was
ready. For fuch fignal and glorious fervice the Pro-
teftants firft railed at him, and the Papifts afterwards
curfed him, Lord CLARENDON too was re-

' - proached
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proached with the fale of Dunkirk, and for many other
exorbitancies which the fincere heart of that upright
Minifter abhorred. Nor could the good counfels of
Senxzca fecure him from much envy and defama-
tion ; and many great Minifters, thought to be the
Authors of evil counfels, have fallen into difgrace,
or perifhed, for daring to offer fuch as were benevo-
Ient and upright *,

Set. 1II.  The Arts of Courtiers; their Cau-
tionfnefs, and its Canfes.

Laufiblenefs and guifes are infeparable from
Courts ; men muft not feem to underftand all

that they apprehend or know, no more than they
muft {peak all that they think or feel ®.  Princes often
diffemble with their Subjeéts, their Minifters with
them, and all withone another ; and every one talks,
as he appears, to the beft advantage. Some diffi-
mulation there, is abfolutely neceflary, and thercfore
lawful. Men are not obliged upon all occafions to
fpeak the truth, though whatever they fpeak upon
any occafion ought to be true. Nor ought any one
to be blamed for hiding his paffions and fentiments,
when the difcovery would only ferve to hurt himfelf.
But few people in private life can be trufted with fe-
crets, which publifhed would leffen one’s peace or
fame ; and in Courts there are much fewer, perhaps
none.  Particular interefts and paffions arc often
fhifting there ; men who were once clofe united, be-
come widely divided 5 friendfhips old and long, are
turned into bitter and vindictive enmity ; and he
who would once have rifqued his life for the prefer-
ment of his friend, would venture as much, upon a
difguft, to bring him to a fcaffold. This might be
exemplified by a thoufind inftances in all Times

2 Eft vulgus ad deteriora promptum.

- ® Intelligebantur artes, fed pars obfequu in eo ne deprehen-
derentur,

and
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and Hiftories. Nothing keeps the paffions more
awake than the purfuit of power ; nothing touches
the pride of man more fenfibly, tharrnegle& or difap-
pointment in that purfuit, and nothing is more tender
and fufpicious than pride. Few have got fo much as
not to aim at more, or have had ever fo much affift-
ance but they expett further, even where the fame is
unreafonable or perhaps impoffible ; and from dif-
appointment enfues difguft. Too rarely feen is that
Gratitude which looks backward, and generoufly fub-
fifts upon favours paft, without freth claims and ali-
ment; how much more common is that which muft be
kept up by daily benefits, and, when bereft of fuch
food, expires? Nor is the ceafing of gratitude the
worft that is to be apprehended from felfith and unge-
nerous men ; the room of it is too often fupplied by
fpite and revenge ; and if it be natural to hate fuch
as we have injured, this hate muft be great in pro-
portion to the injury done; and what injury can
be greater than that of being barbarous to bene-
fattors ?

Tu ese confiderations are fufficient to make fuch
as frequent Courts and know men, flow and wary
in confiding, and to put them under confiderable
referves even where they confide moft. No one
cares to be at the mercy of a friend, that may be
an enemy ; hence, in the making of friendthip any
where, 1t ought to be one of the firft confiderations,
whether there be any probable caufes which threaten a
rupture ; whether the bufinefs of love, or power, or
fume, or anger, or intereft, be never likely to in-
terfere, and produce the moft bitter of all enmities,
that of friends.

Tui1s warinefs at Court extends even to words
and looks. The converfing with great men and
great affairs, naturally produces fecrefy and filence 3
for, fince fuch is the folly of the world, that what-
ever a great man fays, however light or accidental,
fhall be deemed deep and mylterious, if it has

the
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. the leaft allufion to the tranfactions of the times;
and fince they who hear it will be apt, through va-
nity, to quote it ; great men feldom fay any thing
upon fuch fubjects ; and even when they hear the
talk and fentiments of others, they take care that
neither their anfwers, nor their countenance, thall be-
tray their own. Sometimes a word thoughtlefsly
dropped, or an unfeafonable fmile, or fome mark
of {urprize, has given light into an important defign,
and marred it intirely. The like circumipeétion
they obferve in their difcourfe upon particulars, be-
caufe their difcourfe may be eafily altered and poifoned
by the malice or folly of fuch as hearit; a practice as
ufual at Court, as in any country village 5 and many
a man has been difgraced by his own words, whifpered
and altered by a virulent breath ; nay, the very fame
thing reportzd with a different tone and aétion, has
had the fame effe¢t; and where the alteration of the
words was confiderable, thofe of them which were
forged and criminal have been believed, becaufe the
reft that were true and innocent, were well attefted.

I fhall illuftrate this by the ftory of young Nero
(the fon of GErRM AN1cUs) in the Court of T 1-
BERIUS. It excellently fhews the jealoufies of
Princes, and the {pirit of Courts. That young Prince
was intirely beloved of the Roman People, who had
adored his father ; hence the diftatte and dark fu-
fpicions of the Emperor, his great uncle and grand-
father by adoption. SEjanNus, who had already
poifoned the Emperor’s fon Dr usus, and was plot-
ing the overthrow of the whole reigning Houfe,
fed the hate and apprehenfions of the old Prince, by
malignant reports and infufions concerning the young,
now the next in Succeflion. This he did by the
inter-agency of hollow whifpers and tale-bearers, who
related and blackened every thing that efcaped
N Ero, who was alfo hard ufed and brow-beaten,
on purpofe to extort from him fevere and unwary
complaints, fuch as might fill up the charge againit

him.
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him. Moreover his domeftics and retainers, im<
patient to fee him in power that they might fhine
In its trappings, were continually exciting him to
roufe his courage and exert himfelf, to meet the zeal
of the people, to gratify the paffionate withes of the
army ; as the only expedients to daunt and repulle
the infolence of Sk janNus, who now defpifed him
as a boy, and his grandfather as fuperannuated.’
THE young Prince, however naturally modeft,
was yet by fo many inftigations tranfported beyond
the circumifpection which the ftation that he was in,
and the many eyes that were upon him, requireds
and thence gave vent to words, which, though they
betrayed no fign of any treafonable purpofe, yet, be-
ing ill-guarded and favouring of contumacy, were,
by the fpies purpofely placed about him, carried in-
ftantly, well heightened and imbittered, to T 18 -
rR1Us. Nor, under all thefe imputations and afper-
fions, was he warned or admitted to vindicate himielf,
but befet, on the contrary, with feveral melancholy
and boding appearances. Some of the Court care-
fully thunned to meet him ; others juft greeted him,
and then inftantly left him ; many with whom he
had begun a converfation, brcke it off abruptly;
while the creatures and adherents of SEjanwvs looked
on with a malicious laugh. T 1BER1US too always
received him fternly, or with a hollow and upbraiding
fmile; and, whether the youth {poke, or faid nothing,
there were crimes in his words, crimes in his filence.
Neither did his bed-chamber and the thades of night
fecure him from his Enemies and A ccufers, for even his
reftlefsnefs and watchings, nay, his fighs and dreams,
were by his wife divulged to her mother Livi1a,
and by her to her adulterer SEjanvus. Drusus
alfo, his younger brother, was, by this wicked poli-
tician, drawn to combine againft him as one who
ftood between himfelf and the Empire, and was bet-
ter beloved by their common mother AGr1PPINA;
a frefh caufc of emulation and prejudice.  Yet at that

very
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very time was SE J A N U s laying a defign againft the
life of this fame D r usus, whom he knew to be of a
fpirit tempeftuous and fiery, and thence the more ob-
noxious to fnares. Thus he began the Tragedy of thefe
two youths, and that of their mother; but before
he had finithed theirs, fuffered his own, which was
abundantly bloody, but abundantly juft. Their bro-
ther CarL1cuL a was a better Courtier ; he ftudied
the temper and manner of T'1BERTUS, and in all
things conformed to it ; but was particularly a com-
plete {cholar of his in diffimulation.  Upon the con-
demnation of his mother, upon the exile of his
brothers, not a word, not a groan efcaped him, nor
any fymptom of refentment or pity. The pafiions
are no where more agitated than at Court ; yet no
where are the figns of perturbation more fupprefled.

Se. IV. Of Slanderers and Tale-bearers in
Courts. The Folly of Craft.

HE occupation of flander and whifpering,
will, like other occupations, always thrive
according to the encouragement given to it, and be-
ing eafily exercifed, will be ever engaging freth ad-
venturers. What requires lefs labour and confcience
than to find out, or frame, or invenom a ftory to .
the prejudice of another, efpecially when he is not
to be heard in his own defence, nor fuffered to
confront his Accufer, nor perhaps even knows that
he has one ? There is an endlefs appetite in mankind
for Intelligence and fecret Hiftory ;5 and in propor-
tion to that appetite, they who feed it are well re-
ceived and encouraged. But of all places they fare
beft in Courts.  Great men are in the power of fuch
people much more than they themfelves imagine or
mean ; thefe affiduous thadows of theirs, who have
their ear, and know their tempers, watch their un-
wary moments, and obferve when they are gay and
¢ Simulationum falfa in finu avi perdidi‘cerat. )
2 open,
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epen, when difobliged and angry, when full of
thought and bufinefs 5 and will be fure to imﬁrove
the prefent temper and opportunity. They know
the Characters of men; know whom their Patron
loves, whom he diflikes, to whom he is altogether
indifferent, with what is likely to be believed of each.
They extoll fome, decry others, flatter him, mif-
reprefent all 5 and footh, or alarm, or divert him,
juft as his humour and their drift rectlircs. If with
this they can play the droll, and make dry and ma-
licious jefts, they are accomplifhed in their way ;
but moft villainous is that talent which is good for
nothing but to do hurt ; it is like death and poifon,
fit only to take away life. VaTin1vUs wasabuf-
foon of this peftilent caft, and, from working in a
ftall, taken to Court, at firft for jeft and diverfion 5
but having 2 malicious fpirit and a farcaftical turn,
foon became a terror to every worthy and illuftrious
man ; infomuch that in wealth and favour, and in
power to do mifchief, he grew to exceed all the
other Minifters of iniquity in N £ r o’s Court.

In all Courts there are many who rife into no-
tice and preferment for no greater merit than that
of officioufnefs, buffoonery and tale-bearing ; and
Courts are the places in the world where bad and
worthlefs people can do the moft harm ; a Barber,
a Porter, a \?alet de Chambre, and even a Child,
are all capable of doing notable mifchief there.
Thofe inftruments, let them be ever fo mean, will
find fome or other to hear them; thefe will find
others ; and a ftory that has run through a hundred
hands, and can be traced to no original, orto a very
low one, perhaps rhe idle Prattle of a Chambermaid,
may, for all that, have no mean influence,

Bur whatever reafon men have, upon all thefe
accounts, to keep a guard upon their lips and be-
haviour at Court 5 there is ftill room for great frank-
nefs and candour, and no neceffity of illufion and

Vor. I P - deceiving,
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decetving, -tHough i be ofterl neceffary to let people
deceiye themfelves,' and’ would be often imprudent
and dangerous to undective them. It is certain, that
in the tranfacting of gi¢at Affairs, the rules of mo-
raliy: admit of fomme-‘relaxation this is to be la-
mented; but not to be thelped. Such frequently are
the exigencies of ‘a-State, and fuch always the crook-
ednefs and depravity of the-heart of man; that were
you to deal openly,’to tell all that you mean, all
that you know, and all that you aim at, you would
expofe your Country to ruin, and yourfelf to fcorn,
perhaps to the block. The moft that can be done
is to fave appearances, and be wary of what ex-
preflions are ufed ; for, upon thefe occafions, and
many others, men are not to be upbraided for their
filence. I know fone who have gone through nice
Embaffies, fome who have concluded intricate Ne-
gotiations, others who have adminiitered the higheft
Offices, and ftill preferved the charalter of high
Honour, and untainted Veracity. This fhews the
thing to be poffible; and a promife or affurance,
juft given to ferve a turn, and therefore not ob-
ferved afterwards, does often more injury to him
ivho made it, than the ferving that turn did- good.
Cardinal RicweLrev was not liberal of money
nor promifes ; but he always performed more than
he undertook 5 hence the zeal and firm adherence of
all who depended upon him. CardinalMazaRrIN
denied nothing, performed nothing, was believed in
nothing, and his ill faith was become proverbial
hence no ‘man was ever more hated, no man in his
ftation‘'mote defpifed ; he could never rely upon any
party, for he deceiyed all parties and all particulars ;
and nothing’ csuld fupport him but the blind obftis
niacy of the Queen Regent, and the mere weight of
Royal Power armed in his defence ; but in fpite of the
Quegh.and the Authofity Royal, he was forced to
runand fculk for his life, The Parliament fet a price
R TE O P i upon
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upon his head, and iffued ordinances to the people
to fall upon‘hint as a public Enemy, ¥et .he had
never carried Sovereign Power fo high as his .Prede-
ceffor, nor ever exerted it fo terribly s but he had
110 faith nor honour, and therefore no perfonal friends.
To this hour, R1¢reL1EvU is conflidered asa Mi-
nifter, who, though arbitrary and fevere, was yet an
elevated genius, and a man of veracity to particu-
lars; MAzARIN, asa man not rigorous indeed,
nor vindictive, but fordid, addifted to low cunning
and lyes, and with all the eclat of a great Minifter
unable to hide the little tricking Italian,
CRAFTINESS is a defpicable quality, and un-
does itfelf'; he who has ity and alts by it, can never
difguife it long ; and when it becomes apparent, it
becomes impotent, arms every body againft it, brin
hatred or ridicule, at beftis perfetly ufelefs 5 and the
man, even when he deals uprightly, is fufpefted to
mean knavifhly. What gained TiBER1USs by afl
his profound fubtlety and wiles, but to have his beft
actions ill conftrued, and his fincereft profefiibns to
be difbelieved ¢ ? What gained PH1L1p the fecond
of Spain by that ftrange and intricate fcene of falfe
Politics, concerted to transfer his own guilt upon
the head of his Minifter ANTonio PEREZ Y but
to bring home the juft imputation of that guilt to
his own door, and to produce full proof, where bes
fore there was only fufpicion ? Sineerity is very ¢on-
fiftent with human prudence, and ofteh a part of
it, confidering the reputation that always attends it 3
and men even in Courts may be very upright, withs
out being unguarded 3 nor can Couttiers ever do bus
finefs with one another without fome operihefs
and candour. I have feen it affefted fomewhere,
that people are ofiner deceived by diftruft than by

4 Ad vani & totiens Irrifa revolutus, de reddends Repub. &c,
Vero quogue & hogefto fidem dempfits - ;

P acts
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d@s of confidence. I have obferved as plain deal.
‘ing «in Courtiers as in any other fort of men in the
world. It is ridiculous to carry referve and deepnefs
into every thing. I know not a more contemptible
fort of men than fuch as mimic bufinefs and my-
ftery 5 I have feen fome fubaltern Courtiers look as
important, demure and wary, as if they had carried
great matters, and even the weight of the State upon
their fhoulders. This affectation ferves to raife their
.credit amongft their fervantsand artificers in town, and
in the country amongit their tenants and neighbours,
and diverts better judges. There are others who really
believe themfelves to be in fecrets ; who take fhrugs
and nods, mere words and fhadows for real confi-
dence and communication ; and live in happy ig-
norance, under the conceit of high truft and intel-
ligence. Some few too there are, who, befides de-
fpifing the foppery of being thought trufted where
they are not, are careful to hide it from the world
when they are. ’Tis men of this turn who chiefly
do credit to a Court ; and whoever does it credit, does

it fervice.

Sc&. V. How much worthlefs People abound
in Courts, and why. .

S in a great family, where there are numerous
domeftics, in fpite of all the care that can

be taken to examine the Charatters of fervants when
they are admitted; or to regulate and watch their
behaviour afterwards, there will be fome ftillunworthy
of their places, and a difcredit to their mafter ; how
much more fo muft it be in a Court, where not only
the officers, but even the offices are fo numerous ;
where fo many have a right to prefer or recommend,
and where fo many do both from ftrange, wretched,
and felfith motives, nay, often for confiderations al-

together difhonourable and fcandalous ? It is th?rc-
ore
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fore no wonder, that though the politeft men are al-
ways found at Court, fo likewife are alwaysa ftrange
rabble of creatures, ignorant, mercenary, ridicu-
lous and difagreeable, who owe their preferment to
chance, whim, money, dirty fervices, to names,
affinities, nay, to impudence and folly ; and one who
has no pretences to any thing elfe, neither to educa-
tion, nor capacity, nor honour, nor fpirit, nor even
to good looks and common fenfe, fhall find pre-
tences to a place, and probably get one. Nor is
this to be remedied:3 fince he who gives it does not
chufe, but take, and has often ftronger reafens tq
oblige the recommender, than to rejeét the recom-
mended. I have known a friend, nay, a relation of
a great Minifter, difappointed twice of an Office
which was even intended for him, but by potent in-
terceflion was beftowed elfewhere ; the firft time,
upon one whom the Minifter knew not, whom the
Recommender knew net, nor whom even the Lady
who fpoke far him knew 3 but one who for a fum of
money engaged a Gentleman’s Valet de Chambre to
engage the Lady's Woman whom the Valet courted,
to engage her Lady whom fhe governed, to engage
the laft T{ecommender, who undertook it, and fuc-
ceeded. He who had the firft pretences was again
put by upon a vacancy, and a creature put in, whom
the Minifter was known to defpife, and almoft to
loath ; but facrificed his opinion, his averfion, and
his friend to mediation net more honourably obtained.
At fo critical a juncture as that of a Rebellion, I
have heard of one who by a Letter written with the
fame pen which he had ufed in correfponding with
the Rebels, procured a handfome provifion for his
brotMer, who wifhed the Rebels as well as he, and
had diftinguithed himfelf in a very public place by
acts of difaffection, and difloyal healths. Nor in this
inftance was there any money or intrigue at all ; the
Recommender had only once told a hearty lye for a

P3 great
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great man ina nice cafe, and fworn to it; hence
his merit and influence. For an aét of honour or
{pirit, done to ferve the Public, he might perhaps
have found lefs regard, perhaps not fa much as ac-
cefs 3 as befel fome who did.

. IT is' certain, great men often prefer fuch as
rhby diflike, and fuch as do them no credit, fome-
times with their eyes open, frequently through
mlﬁnformanon, and in both cafes through folici-
tation and importunity. Men of merit often want
intereft, often application and boldnefs; whereas
one who has no one worthy qualification, is the more
likely to have importunity and fhameleflnefs. It
has indeed been often a notable advantage to a man,
that he had net fenfe enough to be athamed nor
banlked 5 nay, I have known fuch a negative ac-
complithment to be the making of his fortune. A
rational man will take a rational anfwer, or even a
trifling one, when he fees it meant for a rebuke or
a refuful ; or perhaps he has too much pride to prefs
and befeech, or to afk above once; but he who
has no underftanding to miflead him from his intereft;
or to apprehend what is faid to him 3 he who is in-
capable of a repulfe, or to be afhamcd of begging
and teafing 3 but has an unchangeable front and un-
wearied nonfenfe, ftands in a fair light to have his
pretences confidered.  Though he cannot perfuade,
he can tire ; and he finds the fruit and advantage of
talents in the abfolute want of them 3 he is defpifed
and promoted ; a little fhare of good fenfc and mo-
defty, would have ruined him, and he might then
have been neither difliked nor minded,

- SucH is the force of recommendation without
reafon, ar againft it; and fuch too the power of
affiduity unincumbered with parts! There are ftrange
inconfiltencies in the make, and turn, and education of
meén. There are thofe who can calmly encounter

cleath and terrors in any fhape, yet {hall tremble in
. fpeaking
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fpeaking two-or three words to a Secretary of State s
a tafk which would not baulk a common Footman.
Others can harangue readily and boldly before a great
Aflembly, yet are ftruck dumb in the company of
Women, a place where a Page, or an ignorant Beau,
can be entertaining and -eloquent. Some have ta-
lents, but not the ufe of them. Many have capa-
city, but want application ; many are hurt by too
much application not directed by capacity ; feveral
have good fenfe and activity, and can apply both
to ferve a friend, but neither to do good to them-
felves. In fome you find excellent parts fruftrated
by predominant paffions 5 in others eminent courage
and fpirit drowned and depreciated by a modefty
almoft childifh ; and numbers there are who, under-a
notorious defeét of ability, acquirements, and every
amiable quality, are pufhed up as high as any of
thefe could have puthed them, perhaps much higher
than all of them would. So that, in the odd affort-
ment of human things, Fortune would feem to cor-
refpond with the caprice and wantonnefs of Nature.

I have already owned that it is impoffible to keep
many worthlefs people out of a Court, confidering
how many ways there are to get in; but owing to
fuch is a good meafure of the obloquy ufually thrown
upon Courts and minifters ; asthe falthood, the low
tricks and fpirit of thefe Underlings, are all afcribed
to the genius of the place and of power ; and under
the charaer of infincerity and ingratitude, it is
ufual in popular difcourfe and opinion, though it is
really very unjuft, to throw all Courtiers together.
I even believe that there are fome of them foolith
and bafe enough to like the reputation of flipperinefs
and decciving, for the fake of being thought good
Courtiers. From the numbers too and little minds
of fuch, we may account for the general outcry and
reproach which from that quarter ufually follow any
worthy Minifter fallen into difgrace. They are for

, P4 : the
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the Powers that be ; and though they be the worle
of his hands, were thruft into place by his late might,
and are ftill bafking in the Sun-thine which he let in
upon them ; yet they are ready not only to leave a
falling houfe, but to help pull it down. It is the
temper of Renegadoes. The celebrated SancHo
was firft warmly in the intereft of the injured Basit,
one who had loft his Miftrefs for no want of -merit,
but through the fuperior wealth of his rival G a-
MacHo; yet the favory fkimmings and loaded
ladles out of Ga M acHO’s kettles, fo effectually
turned the fupple fpirit of that courtly Squire, that,
without more ceremony, he began to juftify and extol
the happy fupplanter, and to rail plentifully at poor
B as1L under misfortune and difgrace.

WauaTt can Minifters expet, when they have
raifed fuch duft, but that with the firft contrary
wind, it will be blown into their eyes ? Mean {pirits,
felfith and jmpudent, can never take the impref-
fions of gratitude and honour ; no more than fuch
as are modeft and generous can ever be ungrate-
ful or bafe. Yet hard is the tafk to weed a Court
of fuch; not only becaufe the fame intereft that
recommends, does likewife protect ; but becaufe
there are fo many Candidates ready to fill their
places, a{;d fupported by fo many Patrons and Inter-
ceflors, that more will be difobliged than can be
gratified by the change; and after all perhaps the
treth comer may not prove the more deferving man.
Neither can the great Officers eafily cure the exor-
bitances and exallions of the inferior; efpecially
when the fame are become common and inveterate.
All men, even the greateft men defire to live eafy
with thofe they have daily to do with, and will
not care to incur the clamour and curfes of Subal-
terns 3 who, though they are but fmall men, yet
being numerous, and fupported by all who are in-
terefted in corruption, are able by continual com-

Plaints
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‘plaints and noife, to weaken the credit of the moft
puiffant Minifter, and to make him very uneafy.

Set. VI The remarkable Ficklenefs and In-
JSimcerity of Courtiers.

Had once an opportunity of feeing the fteadinefs
I and gratitude of Courtiers put to trial, upon an
apprehenfion of a change in the miniftry. I was
ftrictly curious in my obfervations and inquiries 3 and
my difcoveries were fuch, as have fully confirmed
me in all my former and prefent fentiments of thefe
people.  There were fome who gave proofs of fig-
nal friendthip and conftancy to the ftanding Mini-
ftry ; feveral were wary and filent, but many made
prepofterous hafte to fhew their levity and felfifhnefs;
and, from the behaviour of moft, there arofe warn-
ing enough, even to greatnefs itfelf, to rely for its
beft fecurity upon wifdom and innocence.

A little before the death of TiBER1US, then
paft hopes, he was reported to be dead. Inftantly
the Courtiers crowded about CAL1GuL A the next
heir, with a torrent of congratulations and zeal ; and
he was going forth, thus attended, to affume the
pomp and exercife of Sovereignty, when fudden tide-
Ings came, that the Emperor, who had lain fome
time in a fwoon, was revived, and calling for fome
refrefhment to ftrengthen his fpirits.  Inftant terror
feized all ; moft of them difperfed and fled ; fome
affumed an air of mourning; many feigned utter
ignorance. CaLicuLa wasftruck fpeechlefs, and,
from the higheft hopes, expetting his laft doom.
Macro on%y remained undaunted ; he commanded
the ancient Emperor to be fmothered with a great
weight of coverings, having firft ordered every body
to quit the chamber,

AMONGST
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AmonacsT the many good things, and excellert
fenfe in the Memoirs of Cardinal Dz R Tz, there
occur frequent pictures of the Court, particularly
upon the . beginning of the Commotions in Paris.
At the Palace Royal, and efpecially in the Cabinet,
upon that occafion, every individual affumed a2 per-
fon, and afted a part. ‘The Coadjutor acted the in-
nocent and the dupe, but was not fo. Maza-
R 1N affeted to appear refolute, but appeared more
fo than he was. By ftarts and intervals the Queen
counterfeited great temper and gentlenefs 5 yet had
been at no time more bitter and enraged. The Duke
De Loncvevirre feigned extreme afflicion,
yet fele a fenfible joy, as he was the man in the
world the moft delighted with the beginnings of all
aflairs. The Duke of OrRLEANS, in fpeaking
to the*Qureen, thewed great warmth and vehemence,
but prefently after fell a whiftling (a ufual habit of
his) ‘with all the indolence in the world. ‘The Mar-
fhal De VrirreRrov difplayed gayety and uncon-
cern, 1o make his Court tc Mazarin; but to
the Coadjmor he owned, with tears in his eyes,
that the State was upon the brink of a precipice.
Mr. De Beavrrvu and Mr. Dz NocexT,
played the buffoons, to humour the Queen, and
drolled upon the commotion'; though both thefe men
knew well, tha, in all probability, this farce of theirs
would too foon be followed by a Tragedy. The
AbbE De La RivierE only, though the moft
notorious poltron of the age, was perfuaded that
this popular mnfarrection was but fmoke; this he
maintained fiflly to the Qucen, and this pleafed her.
‘To fill up the complement of A&ors, the Mar{hal
DelLaMEesrnrLeEr a1E, who had hitherto joined
with the Coxdjutor in reprefenting the terrors and
eonfequences of th: tumult, all on a fudden changed
his paft part, and took that of the Champion, with
a different tone and other fentiments; in an inftant

he
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he was all rage, and contempt, and defiance. Mem.
Dt ReTz, vol. 1. p. 122,

I~ fhott, the Queen and the Cardinal took every
one who told them truth, for a certain enemy to
themfelves, and for a promoter, at leaft a fecret well-
wither, of the revolt. When this was the reward
of plain-dealing, who would venture his place and
favour by dealing plainly ? Thus, for want of honeft
information, and fincere advifers, and by fufpeéting
or difbelieving fuch as were fo, the State had nigh
perithed.  The whole detail in DE Re71z is full
of curious incidents, full of firong and juft re-
flections 3 as is almoft the whole Book.

DISCOURSE X
Of Armies and Conqueft.

Se&. . The Burden and Danger of main-

taining great Armies.

OO many Princes are infatuated with falfe

notions of Glory, and thence delight in

War. Without doubt it is true Glory to

excel in war, where war is neceflary ; but in the
whole courfe of Hiftory, where one has been {o,
twenty have been otherwife ; and to engage in it
from the wantonnefs of ambition, or for the fake of
Laurel, or through peevithnefs and humour, is to
rifque the blood, and treafure, and people, and be-
ing of a State, for the foppery of falfe Heroifm :
or to facrifice the fame to the felfith and inglorious
view of making a Country (either tRat which con-
quers, or that which is conquered, or both) the prey
of the Hero. For fuch has been generally the lo-
gic of the Sword, that becaufe it has faved, it may
2 therefore
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therefore .opprefs and enthral, and for defending a
part, take the whole. Wars beget great Armies ;
_Armies beget great Taxes ; heavy Taxes wafte and
impoverifh the Country, even where Armies com-
mit no violences ; a cafe feldom to be fuppofed, be-
baufe it has feldlom happened. But where great
Armies are, they muft be employed, and do mif-
chief abroad, to keep them from doing it at home
fo that the people muft be exhaufted and opprefled
to keep the men of the fword in exercife.

Tue great Turk, to keep the fwords of the
Janizaries from his own throat, is forced to plague his
neighbours, even where he earns nothing but blows
and difgrace ; and thtnce increafes the danger which
he would avert; for, as by his Armies he makes
all men flaves, he himfelf is a flave to his Armies,
and often their viétim; or, to efcape himfelf, is
frequently forced to fatiate their fury %y the blood
of his braveft Officers, and beft Counfellors, If it
be the Glory of his Monarchy, that he can put the
greateft men and all men to death, without reafon,
or form, or procefs ; he is fubject in his own perfon
to the fame lawlefs and expeditious butchery, from
his own outrageous flaves, who belng not accuftom-
ed to receive any Law from him, give him none,
whenever he is in their power, which is as often as
they think fit; and he who is a Prince of flaves, is
adjudged by flaves, and dies like the meaneft flave.
What is there to fawve him? His people who are
opprefled, want the inclination, and being unarmed,
the power. So that he lives in perfonal fervitude
to thofe who are the inftruments of public Servi-
tude ; and as others muft die to pleafe him, fo muft
he to pleafe them. It is the Law of retaliation,
and operates as often as its caufes operate, namely,
caprice, or rage, or fear. This is the blefling of
being abfolute, and ‘unfettered by human conftitu-
tions ; the fame fword which is lifted up for you,

2 at
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at the command of whim or paffion, is with the
like wantonnefs lifted up againft you; and if you
reign in blood, you muft not think it ftrange to
die in it.

Se&. 1. Great Armies the beft diftiplined,
whether thence the lefs formidable to a
Country. Their Temper and Views.

IN regard to public Liberty, Armies the beft di-

{ciplined are not lefs to be dreaded than the worft,
but I think, more; fince their relaxation of difci-
pline takes away from their union and fufficiency ; it
renders them weaker and lefs equal to mighty mif-
chief ; but where they are ftrict and united, the
higheft iniquities are not too big for them. Dif-
orderly Troops may rob particulars, ravage towns,
and harafs a Country ; but if you would fubdue
Nations, commit univerfal fpoil, and enflave Em-
pires, your forces muft be under the beft regulations.
It was with an Army viétorious and brave, and
confequently well difciplined, that AGaTHOCLES
flaughtered all the Nobles of Syracufe, and brought
that illuftrious State (the nobleft of all the Greek
Cities) under bondage. CroMWELL’s conqueft
of his Country was made by Troops the moft {ober
and beft difciplined that this, or perhaps any other
nation, had ever feen. And it was with the beft
of all the Roman Armies, that C & s a r eftablifhed
himfelf Tyrant of Rome,

Sorp1zrs know little elfe but booty, and blind
obedience 3 whatever their intereft, or rapacity dic-
tates, they generally will do; and whatever their
officers command, they muft do. It is their pro-
feflion to difpute by force, and the fword ; they too
foon learn their own power, and where it is an over-
balance for the Civil Power, it will always controul

the
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the Cjvil Power, and all things®. ‘They find rea-
lily fomewhat to fay ; the ftrongeft is ever the beft
difputant, when he carries his reafons upon the
point of his fword®. They have done great fer-
vices, they have fuffered great wrongs, and will
therefore reward -and redrefs themfelves. It is
the reafoning of C&sar It is nothing to the
purpofe to fay, that an Army lifted amongft the
natives, efpecially the officers being natives, and
many of them men of fortune, will never hurt or
opprefs their Country 3 for fuch were CromMwELL’s
Army, fuch were C£sar’s, and many other
enflaving Armies ; befides Armies are foon model-
led, and Officers who are obnoxious, are foon
changed. '

No Government can fubfift but by force, and
where-ever that force lies, there itis that Government
s or foon will be. Free States therefore have pre-
ferved them{elves, and their Liberties, by arming all
their people, becaufe all the people are intercfted in
preferving thofe Liberties ; by drawing out numbers
of them thus armed, to ferve their Country occa-
fionally, and by diffolving them (when that occa-
fion was over) into the mafs of the people again 3
by often changing the chief Officers, or, if they con-
tinued the fame, by letting their commiffions be
temporary, and always fubjet to the controul of
the {upreme Power, often to that of other co-ordinate
Power, as the Dutch Generals are to the Deputics.
It is indeed but rare, that States who have not
taken fuch precaution, have not loft their Liberties ;
their Generals have fet up for themfelves, and turned

.. # Sui in manu fitam rem Romanam; fuis viftoriis augeri
Resiipublicam. -
b Preces erant, fed quibus contradici non poflet.
"¢ Hezxc voluerunt: tahtis rebus gehis, C. Cafar condemnatus
sflem, -nifi'ab exercitu’auxilium petiflem.

the
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the Arms put into their. hands againft their Mafters.
This did Mari1vus, Svytra, CxEsar, Dio-
Nysius, AcaTHocLEs, CHARLES Mar-
TEL, OLI1VER CROMW ELL, and many others s
and this they all did by the fame means: it is ftill
frequently done in the Eaftern Monarchies 5 and by
the fame means all the Chriftian Princes of Europe,
who were arbitrary, became fo, For as the expe-
rience of all ages théws us, that all men’s views are
to attain dominion and riches, it is ridiculous to hope,
that they will not ufe the means in their power to
attain them, and madnefs to truft them with thofe
means. They will never want pretences, either
from their own fafety, or the public Good, to juftify
the meafures which have fucceeded ; and they know
well, that the fuccefs will always juftify itfelf 5 that
great numbers will be found to fanctify their power 3
moft of the reft will fubmit to it, and in time will
think it juft and neceffary ; perhaps at laft believe
it to be obtained miraculoufly, and to have been
the immediate a¢t of Heaven.

Se&. 1. Princes ruling by military Power,
ever at the Mercy of military Men.

A S by thefe means private men often come at
A Sovereign Power; fo. limited Princes often
becorne arbitrary ; but one mifchief is infeparable
from this fort of Government ; they generally lofe
their Authority by the fame method they get it. For,
having atrained it by violence, they arc obliged to
keep it by violence; and that cannot be done but
by engaging in the incereft of their Oppreffion a
body of men, ftrong enough to maintain it; and it
will for the moft part happen, that as thefe men
have no intereft but their own in ferving a Tyrant,
{o when that intereft ceafes, and they can ferve them-
felves better in deftroying: him, they feldom fail of

P doing
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doing it. In fa& we find, that in all the great de-
fpotic Governments in, the world the Monarchs are
flaves to their foldiery, and they murder and depofe
their Princes juft according to their caprices. ~The
General fets up any of the Princes of the blood,
whom he thinks moft for his intereft, and often-
times upon the death of the Poffefor they are all
fet up, by one part of the Army or other, (if one
cannot get all the reft into his®power, and murder
them) and the Civil War continues, till one has
flaughtered all his rivalss :

I'F this is not done in the modern abfolute Govern-
ments of Europe, it is becaufe defpotic Power is not
fo thoroughly eftablifhed there, and the people have
yet fome fhare of Property, and confequently of
Power ; but ftill they do it as much as they dare
in fome inftances they have fet up themfelves, and
in almoft all have been the principal engines and
- inftruments in working about Revolutions, according
to their own inclinations and difgufts. Of this we
had many inftances in our own Country, within the
conafs of not many years.

ow much eafier is it to corrupt a few leading
Officers, often necefiitous, generally ambitious, than
to perfuade a whole Kingdom, if they are well
governed, to deftroy themfelves? Some will be dif-
obliged, becaufe not preferred to their wifhes, or
becaufe others are preferred before them ; they will
differ according to their countries or their interefts
about the perfon to be their General, and to have
the power of preferring or recommending Officers ;
and that part which is difappointed fhall be a faction
againt that which fucceeds. 'Where-ever Commiffi-
ons are venal, there will be no difficulty of buying
thofe, who are difaffected, into them, if they can
difguife their difaffection till a proper opportunity.
In a Country where factions abound, and thofe at
‘the helm can find any account in keeping meafures
with
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with a contrary fattion, Officers will be put in to
oblige that faction, fometimes to gratify friends or
favourites ; at different times, others will be dif-
carded, to oblige cne party, or to mortify the other.
New men, by private recommendation or money,
fhall fupercede old Officers; this will create new
diffatisfactions and difgufts, as foon as they dare
fhew them. When the Adminiftration i changed,
and another party gets uppermoft, all thofe things
thall be done over again; fo that at lift an Arrmy
tha!l be a medley of all the ‘actions of a Kingdom ;
and all their preferments and expectations depending
upon the faccefs of thofe factions; each individual
will take every fafe opportunity to advance his own;
and for the mioft part one or other of thefe factions,
fometimes all, are ready to join in fhufling the
cards anew 3 the fure prelude of a Civil War,

TH1s is and ever muft be the cafe of all Countries
which fubfift by ftanding Armies. For there are
few inftances in Hiftory, to be given of Armies
who did not play their 6wn game, in times of di-
Itrefs ; few inftances of difobliged or unpreferred
Officers, who did not change fides ; too many have
made their peace by fome remarkable act of treach-
ery ; very often they have done it only from the
motives of ambition and avarice. I with that we
never had had inftances amongft ourfelves of any
who have done the fame; or even of Generals who
played a double game. What Or1ivir CrowM-
wELL, MonK, arid very many both of the King’s
and of the Parliament Ofhicers did in the Civil
War, we all know, as well as what King Jamz %
Army did more lately : T with we equally knew
what intrigues of this kind have been carrying on
fince. In Civil Wars amongft men of the fame
Country, the communication is fo eafy between
friends, relations and former acquaintance, that there
\iﬁ a very ready tranfition from one fide to another ;
&L L. Q and
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and a little fuccefs, fmall intrigues, and a few ad-
vantages generally make that tranfition.

Se&. IV.  Inflances of the Boldnefs and Fury
of the Roman Soldiery.

T is aftonithing from what light and wanton

motives, by what vile and contemptible in-
ftruments, Armies are often inftigated to violence
and ravages. The fedition of that in Pannonia,
after the death of AvcusTus, was raifed by one
common foldier, inflamed by another; rapine and
maflacres were committed or defended by almoft
all ; they murdered their Officers s even their Ge-
neral had like to have been murdered, upon the
credit of an impudent lic told by one of thefe vile
incendiaries, who yet could fcarce alledge any other
grievance than thar they had not too much pay, and
too little difcipline. Nor was the infurrection, ex-
cited by thefe two fellows, reftrained to the Pan-
nonian Legions only, but extended to thofe in Ger-
many, who waxed into fury rather greater, and
outraged all things human and divine,

IT was one common foldier who gave the Empire
to CLaupi1us, by faluting him Emperor, while
the poor daftardly wretch was lurking in a corner,
and expecting death inftead of Sovereignty, Under
G aLBa two private Centinels undertook to transfer
the Empire to another, and actually transferred it.
It is fhocking to refle¢t with what eagernefs thefe
blood-thirfty affaffins haftened to murder that good
old Prince, for no charge of mifgovernment, nor
for defrauding them of their pay: but becaufe he
would not exhauft the Public to glyt them with
bounties. They were fuch abandoned Ruffians,
that they fought to kill Mar1us CeLsvus,

purely becaufe as he wasan able and virtuous man,
they
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they judged him an enemy to themfelves who de-
lighted only in blood, and wickednefs, and fpoil.
It would require a volume to recount the behaviour,
the treacherous and inhuman exploits of thefe fons
of violence thenceforward ; their murdering and pro-
moting of Emperors, fometimes two or three, {fome-
times more, once thirty at a time their {elling the
Empire for money ; their befieging and threatning
to maffacre the Senate 3 their burning the Cagitol,
fetting fire to the Imperial City, pillaging and but-
chering its inhabitants, and ufing them like flaves
and captives ; with other inftances of their infolence,
barbarity, and mifrule. In the third and fourih Vo-
lumes of this Work much of this will be feen, re-
counted by Tac1TUs.

T u e Gothic Governments were military in their
firft fettlement 5 the General was King, the Officers
were the Nobles, and the Soldiers their Tenants ;
but by the nature of the fettlement, oat of an Army
a Country Militia was produced. The Prince had
many occafional troops, but no ftanding troops ;
hence he grew not abfolute, like the Great Turk ;
who having cantoned out the conquered Countries
amongft his horfemen, muft by doing it have loft
his arbitrary Power, but that he kept a large body
of men in arms, called the Janizaries.

GrEATBRrRITAIN has preferved its Liberties
fo long, becaufe it has preferved itfelf from great
ftanding Armies ; which, where-ever they are {trong
enough to matfter their Country, will certainly firit
or laft mafter it. Some troops we muft have for
guards and garifons, enough to prevent fudden In-
furreCtions, and fudden Revolutions. What num-
bers are fufficient for this, the experience of paft
times, and the fenfe of our Parliaments, have thewn.

Q2 Seét,
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Se&t. V. The Humour of conquering, how
injudicions, vain, and deftruitive.

HE Athenians began the ruin of their State,

by a mad and expenfive War upon Sicily ;
and from an ambition of conquering a people who
had never offended them, expofed themfelves to the
attacks of the Lacedemonians, to the revolt of their
own fubjects, to domeftic diforders, and the change
of their Government. And though upon the re-
calling of Arcrsrapes, they won fome viéto-
ries, and for a while made fome figure ; they were
at laft conquered intircly by L.ysaNpER, their
walls thrown down, the States fubjeét to them fet
at liberty, and they themfelves fubjected to the do-
minaticn of thirty Tyrants. They never after
recovered their former Glory., The Lacedemonians
fell afterwards into the fame warlike folly, and their
folly had the fame fate, By lording over Greece
they drew upon themftlves a combination of Greck
Cities, which together (efpecially the Thebans under
the famous EpaMINoOND AS) defpoiled them of
their Authority, foon after their triumph over Athens,
The Thebans too abufed their good fortune ; they
were equally fond of fighting and conqueft, and by
it drew another confederacy againft them. In truth,
everyone of thefe States had been fo long weakening
themfelves, and one another, by their propenfity to
War, that at laft they fell under fervitude to the
Kings of Macedon, a Country formerly depending
upon, or rather under vaflalage to Athens and
Sparta. ,

THueEsE States acted like fome of the Princes of
our time ; by trufting to their own fuperior Prowefs,
they invaded their neighbours, and taught them Art
engugh to beat themfelves. Thus the Mufcovite,

by
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by falling upon the late King of Sweden, yet in his
minority, roufed a tempeft that had well nigh over-
turned his Throne ; and thus that King, by refufing
the moft honourable comditions of peace, and by
urging his fate and revenge too far, taught the
Ruflians that bravery and difcipline which nothing
could ever teach them before 3 faw his own brave
Army utterly routed by forces that he defpifed ;
himfelf driven from his dominions, and a fagitive
in a Country of Infidels ; and his Provinces cantoned
oat amongft enemics, who, before he had tempted
his good fortune to leave him, would have been
glad to have compounded with hum for a moicty
of their own dominions.

CrarrEs Duke of Burgundy had his head fo
turned with gaining the battel of Montl’hery, that
he never liftened afterwards to any counfel, but that
of his own headftrong humour ; nor ceafed plunging
himfelf into Wars, till in that againft the Switzers,
who had given him no juft provocation, he loft his
Army, his dominions, and his life. If Puirie
the fecond had kept his oath with the Low Countries,
he might have preferved his Authority over them
all.  But nothing lefs would humour his pride than
the fubduing of their Liberties and Confcience ; and
in defence of their Confcience and Property, he
drove them to the ufe of Arms, which a people
employed in trade and manufacture, as they were,
had no lift to, nor fkill in. Every body knows the
iflue 5 he loft the feven Provinces and their Revenue
for ever, with many millions of money, and almoft
half a million of ljves thrown away to recover them.
By his mighty and boafted Armada defigned to con-
quer England, what elfe did he conquer but hisown
Power at fea? He had prepared, he had been for
fome years preparing, a naval force mighty as his
own arrogance ; but it all proved to be only mea-

{ures taken for baffling his arrogance, and for de-
ftroying
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ftroying the maritime force of Spain ; and all the
while that he was vainly meditating the deftruction
of England, he was in reality taking the part of
England againft himfelf, and, with all his might,
weakening its greateft enemy. Had he hufbanded
that mighty ftrength ; had he employed it at times,
and in parcels, againft thefec dominions, he might
have had fome fuccefs 5 but he combined againft his
own hopes.

How foolith is the reafoning of paffion! It leads
men to throw away ftrength to gain weaknefs.
Even where thefe {ons of violence fucceed, they may
be juftly fud to acquire nothing, beyond the praife of
mifchief. What is the occupation and end of Princes
and Goverrors, but to rule men for their good, and
to keep them from hurting one another ¢ Now what
Conqueror is there who mends the condition of the
conquered * ALEXANDER the Great, though he
well knew the difference between a limited and a
TIawlefs Monarchy, did not pretend, that his invafion
of Perfia was to mend the condition of the Perfians.
It was a pure ftruggle for dominion ; when he had
gained it, he affamed ‘the Throne upon the fame
arbitrary terms upon which their own Monarchs had
held it, nor knew any Law but his will. The fub-
je€t only felt the violence of the change, without any
benefit or relaxation from flavery. His Glory there-
tore 1s all falfe and deceitful, as is all Glory which
1s gained by the blood of men, without mending the
ftate of mankind. This fpirit of fighting and con-
quering continued in his Succeffors, who plagued
the earth as he had done, and weltered in the blood
of one another, till they were almoft all deftroyed
by the fword or poifon, with the whole family of
ArLeExanpER. Ir was no part of the difpute
amongft them, which of them could beftow moft
happmefs upon the affliCted world, abour which

they
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they ftrove, but who fhould beft exalt himfclf, and
enflave all.

Tue State of Carthage after many Countries
conquered, but not bettered by her Arms, was
almoft diffolved by her own barbarous Mercenaries,
and at laft conquered and deftroyed by the Romans ;
who were in truth the moft gencrous conquerors that
the world has known: and moft Countries found
the Roman Government better than their own.  This
continued for fome time, till their Provincial Ma-
giftrates grew rapacious, and turned the Provinces
mto fpoil.  Rome itfelf perithed by her conqueits,
which being made by great Armid¢s, occafioned {uch
power and infolence in their Commanders, and fet
fome Citizens fo high above the reft, an inequality
pernicious to free States, that fhe was enflaved by
ingrates whom fhe had employed to defend her,
Rome vanquithed foreign nations ; forcign luxury
debauched Rome, and traiterous Citizens feized upon
their mother with all her acquifitions.  All her great
blaze and grandeur, ferved only to make her wretch-
ednefs more confpicious, and her chains more intenfe-
ly felt. Upon her thraldom there enfued fuch a
feries of Tyranny and milery, treachery, oppreilion,
cruelty, death and affliction, in all fhapes 5 that her
agonies were fcarce ever fufpended till fhe finally
expired. When her own Tyrants, become through
Tyranny impotent, could no longer affli¢t her, for
protection was none of their bufinefs ; a hoft of Bar-
barians, only known for ravages, and ats of inhu-
manity, finithed the work of defolation, and clofed
her civil doom. She has been fince racked under a
Tyranny more painful, as it is more flow; and
more bafe, as it is fcarce a domination of men; [
mean her vaffalage to a fort of beings of all others
the moft mercilefs and contemptible, Monks and
Spectres, -

Sect.
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Sc&. VI The Folly of conquering further
urged and exemplified.

HE Turks, like other Conquerors, know not
when to leave off. They facrifice the people
to gain more territories 3 and the more they conquer,
the greater is their lofs. They lavifh men and rrea-
fure, to gain wafte ground. What is the ufe of
earth and water, where there are no Inhabitants for
thefe elements to fupport ? The ftrength of a Go-
vernment confifts in numerous fubjects induftrious
and happy ; not in extent of territory defolate or ill
peopled, or pcopled with inhabitants poor and idle.
It is incredible what a profufion of wealth and hves
their attempts upon Porfia have coft them, always
with fatal fuccefs, even under their wifzft and moft
warlike Princes ; and at a time when their Empire
flourithed moft.  Yet thefe attempts are continued,
at a feafon when their Affairs are at the loweft
their Provinces exhaufted, their people and revenue
decayed, their foldiery diforderly, and all things
confpiring to the final diffolution of their Empire.
THose who will be continually exerting their
whole ftrength, whether they be focieties or parti-
cular men, will at laft have none to exert. The
Turks have bzen for ages wafting their vitals to
widen their extremities, and to extend their limbs 4
which, by being unnaturally ftretched, are quite
disjointed and benumbed for want of nourithment
from the feat of life; and muft therefore, like mor-
tified members, foon drop off ; they have been
long {pinning out their own vitals. Now if they
had conquered Perfia, what benefit would the con-
queft have derived to the Perfians ? None at all 3
but on the contrary, frefh oppreffion, and probably
perfecution ; fince the Turks deem them Heretics
for the colour of their caps, and for their obftinate
refufal
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refufal to change one name for another in the lift
of Mahomet’s Succeflors.

THus thefe Barbarians deftroy themfelves to de-

roy others; and Chriftian Princes imitate thefe
Barbarians. The Spaniard, to fecure to himfelf
the poffeflion of America, deftroyed more lives than
he had fubjeéts in Europe ; and his mighty Empire
there, with his mountains of treafure, bears indeed
an awful found; yet it is allowed that he has loft
much more than he got, befides the crying guilt of
murdering a large part of the globe. His conquefts
there, together with his expulfion of the Moors at
home, have difpeopled Spain; and the inhabitants
who remain trufting to their American wealth, are
too proud and lazy to be induftrious ; fo that moft
of their gold goes to other nations for the manu-
faltures wanted in the Spanith Weft-Indies. Hence
multitudes and diligence (and diligence often creates
multitudes, as by multitudes diligence is created)
are better than mountains of gold, and will certainly
attra¢t fuch mountains; though others have the
name and firft property. Had he kept the induf-
trious Moors, and expelled the barbarous Inquifi-
tors ; encouraged Liberty and Trade, and confe-
quently Liberty of Confcience, Spain would have
been a more powerful nation, and he confequently
a greater King, than all his wide and guilty con-
quefts have made him. Sir WaLTER RaLEIGH
fays, that the Low Countries alone did, for revenue,
equal his Weft-Indies. Notwithftanding his many
Kingdoms, his Empire in both Hemifpheres, and
that the fun never fets upon all his dominions at
once, the fmall Republic of Holland, {mall in
lclc_)mpa.f's of territory, has been an overmatch for

im.

A late neighbouring Prince was a bufy Conque-
ror. But did his People and Country gain by his
conquefts? He drained them of men and money by

Vor. I, R millions,
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millions, only to add to their poverty fervitude and
wretchednefs, and from their chains and mifery de-
rived his own Glory. Nor do I know any reafon
why a Prince, who reduces his People, his Nobles,
and all degrees of men in his Dominions, to poverty
and littlenefs, fhould have the title of Great, unlefs
for the greatnefs of the evils which he brought upon
his own Kingdom and all Europe. Let the late and
prefent condition of that Monarchy declare, what
advantages that noble Country owes to his Glory
and Victories. Had it not been for his wanton Wars
and oppreflive Taxes, there is no pitch of felicity
which the goodnefs of their foil and climate, the
number and induftry of the natives, their many ma-
nufactures, and the advantage of their fituation,
might not have raifed them to. But all was facri-
ficed to the Ambition and Bigotry of one. How
many refources that Kingdom has within itfelf; and
to what happinefs it is capable of rifing under a juft
and gentle Adminiftration, is manifeft from the
fuddennefs with which it recovered itfelf under the
good Government of HEnr v the fourth; how
many millions it paid, how many put into the Ex-
chequer 3 and what a flourithing condition it was
arrived to, after fo fierce, fo long, and fo confuming
a Civil War, and after two fuch profufe and profli-
gate Reigns, as thatof Cu A R L Es the Ninth, and
that of HENR v the Third. But what avails all
this, when one fhort Edi&t, and the maggot of a
minute, - can diffipate all its wealth and all its hap-
pinefs?

I might here difplay what ridiculous caufes do
eften pique and awaken the vanity and ambition of
Princes, and prompt them.to lavith lives and trea-
fure, and utterly undo thofe whom they fhould ten-
derly protect. For a beaft of burden, or even for
the tooth of a beaft ; for a miftrefs, for a river, for
a fenfelefs word haftily fpoken, for words that had

a
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a foolith meaning, or no meaning at all; for an
empty fepulchre or an empty title ; to dry the tears
of a coquette, to comply with the whims of a pedant,
or to execute the curfes of a bigot ; important Wars
have fometimes been waged, and nations animated
to deftroy one another; nor is there any fecurity
againft fuch deftructive follies, where the fenfe of
every man muft acquiefce in the wild paffion of one 5
and where the intereft and peace, and prefervation
of a State, are found too light to ballance his rage
or caprice. Hence the policy of the Romans to
tame a people not eafy to be fubdued ; they com-
mitted fuch to the domination of Tyrants, Thus
they did in Armenia, and thus in Britain©, And
thefe inftruments did not only enflave their fubjeés,
but by continual fighting with one another, confurge -
them.

NEecessary Wars are accompanied with evils
more than enough ; and who can bear or forgive
calamities courted and fought? The Roman State
owed her greatnefs in a good meafure to a misfor-
tune ; it was founded in War, and nourithed by it.
The fame may be faid of the Turkith Monarchy.
But States formed for peace, though they do not
arrive to fuch immenfity and grandeur, are more
lafting and fecure ; witnefs Sparta and Venice.
The former lafted eight hundred years, and the
other has lafted twelve hundred, without any Re-
volution ; what errors they both committed, were
owing to their attempts to conquer, for which they
were not formed; though the Spartans were ex-
ceeding brave and victorious ; but they wanted the
Plebs ingenua, which formed the ftrength of the

¢ Quzdam civitates regi Cogiduno donatz ; vetere ac jam-

pridem recepta populi Romani confuetudine, ut haberet inftru-
menta fervitutis & reges.

Roman
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Roman  Armies; as the Janizaries, a militia for-
merly excellently trained and difciplined, formed
thofe. of the Turk. With the latter, fighting and
extending their dominions, is an article of their
Religion, as falfe and barbarous in this as in many
of its other principles, and as little calculated for
the good of men. '
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