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The SUMMARY.
TH E vife and charalter of SEJANUS, captain of the Pr.e-

torian guards. His arts and wicked courfes to gain the
Empire. His court to the Soldiery and Semate ; be debauches
the younger L1via, wife to DRUSUS the Emperor’s fon, and
prompts her to poifon ker busband. The adminifiration
changes for the worfe, chiefly by bis means. Its lenity and
plaufiblenefs bitherto. 'TIBERIUS, upoz the death of Dru-
sUs, recommends to the Semate the two fons of GERAA-
NICUs. SEJANUs, iz purfuit of bis defigns, lays [nares
for AGRIPPINA and ber chidren. TIBERIUS hears the
deputies of divers cities and provinces. The Players and
Pantomimes, for their infolent bebavionr, banifbed from
Italy. A new prieft of Fupiter, with new regulations abour
bis office. The zeal of the Pontifs and other Mag:ftrates
zowards tbe/ﬁm.raf GERMANICUS, refented by TIBERTUS,
and of fatal tendency to the young Primces. C. SIL1US bis
accufation and condemnation. A capital charge againft CN.
P1so, C.Cassius, azd PLAUTIUS SILVANUS. The war
raifed by TACFARINAS in Africa, ended by the condul¥ o
P.DoLABELLA ; TACFARINAS bimfelf _/izin. A fervile
war ready to break out in Italy, but prefently fuppreffed.
Q. ViBrus SERENUS accufed of treafon by his own fon.
Vovr. IL S P.Suz-
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P. SuiLtus and others condemned, particularly CREMU-
r1us CorvuUs the Hifforian, for praifing BRUTUS and
CasstUs—Dbis fine defence and woluntary death. His book
ordered to be burnt, yet continued to be read. The City o

Cyficus bereft of its liberties.  TIBERIUS rejelfs the
offer of a temple and divine honours from the people of
Spain. SEJANUS, &5 a [lep to emprre, defires the widow
of DRUsUS in marriage. The artful anfwer and.refu-
fal of TiBER1US.—SEJANUS, alarmed by this, devifes
the removal of the Emperor from Rome. Deputies from
Greece heard concerning their vight to certain [antuaries.
L. P1so commanding as Pretor in Spain, murdered by a
Peafant. The Thracians of the hbigher country revolt,
and are [ubdued by PoprEUs SABINUs, who is thence
bonoured with the triumphal ornaments. CLAUDIA Pur-
cHRA accufed of adultery and condemned. AGRIPPINA
d:fires leave of the Emperor to marry, but is refufed.
A conteft between eleven Afiatic cities about erefting a
Temple to TIBERIUS : Smyrna is preferred to all the reft.
TIBERLUS retires from Rome. His great peril in a cer-
tain cave : SEJANUS, to fave the Emperor, expafes him-
Jelf : Hence the frefb increafe of bis power. He fuborns
inftruments to procure the deftruétron of NERO, the eldeff
fon of GERMANICUS, with a further purpofe to over-
throw bis whole boufe. The tragical accident at Fidene
from the fall of the Theatre there, whence many thos-
fands perifved.” A great fire at Rome. The Emperor
Shuts £imﬁlf up in the ifland Capree. TiTUS SA-
BINUS, a faithful friend to GERMANICUS and bis family,
aickedly enfuared and betrayed. His tragical doom, and
its effells upon the minds of men. The death of JULIA,
grand-daughter of AUGUSTUS. The Frifians revolt ; the
unfuccefiful attempts of Lucrus APRONIUS 20 fubdue
them.  AGRIPPINA the younger given in marriage 1o
Cx. DoMrT1US.

HeN Carus AsiNtus and Ca1us AN-

r1sTius were Confuls, TIBERIUS Was
in his ninth year, the ftate compofed, and his
family flourithing (for the death of GErRMa-
nicus he reckoned amongft the incidents of
his profperity) when fuddenly fortunc began
: - . to
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to grow boifterous, and he himfclf to tyran-
nize, or to furnifh others with the weapons of
tyranny. The beginning and caufe of this
turn arofe from /ALius SEjanus, Captain of
the Prztorian Cohorts. Of his power I have
above made mention ; I fhall now explain his
original, his manners, and by what black deeds
he ftrove to fnatch the Sovereignty. He was
born at Vulfinii, fon to SEjus STRABO, a Ro-
man Knight ; in his early youth he was a fol-
lower of Caius Ca&sar (grand-fon of Au-
GUsTUS) and lay then under the contumely of
having for hire expofed himfelf to the con- -
ftupration of Apicius, a debauchee wealthy
and profufe. Next by various artifices he fo
enchanted T1BERIUS, that he who to all others
was dark and unfearchable, became to Sk-
JaNus alone deftitute of all reftraint and cau-
tion ; neither did he fo much accomplifh this
by any fuperior efforts of policy (for at his
own ftratagems he was vanquifhed by others)
as by the rage of the Gods againft the Roman
State, to which he proved alike deftruive
when he flourithed and when he fell. His
perfon was hardy and equal to fatigues, his
{pirit daring, fcduloufly difguifing his own
counfels, prone to blacken others, alike fawn-
ing and imperious, his deportment exactly mo-
dett, his heart foftering all the luft of domina-
tion, and, with this view, engaged fometimes
in profufion and luxury, often in notable ap-
plication and vigilance, qualities no lefs perni-

Sz cious,
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cious, when perfonated by ambition for the
acquiring of Empire.

THE authority of his Command over the
Guards, which was but moderate before his
time, hc cxtended, by gathering into one
Camp all the Pratorian Cohorts then difperfed
over the City, that, thus united, they might all
at once receive his orders, and, by continually
beholding their own numbers and ftrength,
conceive confidence in themfelves and prove a
terror to all other men.  He pretended, « that
<« the foldiers, while fcattered, wecre loofc and
debauched ; there could, in any hafty emet-
geney, be morc reliance upon their fuccour
when together; and, when encamped re-
mote from the allurements of the town,
their difcipline would be more exatt and
« fevere.”  When the encampment was finifth-
¢d, he gradually engaged the affeftions of the
joldiers, by affability and familiar ufage 5 it was
he too who chofe the Centurions, he who
chofc the Tribunes. Neither did the Senate
clcape his court, whilft he daily diftinguithed
his followers in it with oflices and provinces 3
for TIBERIUS was intirely complying, nay, {o
paflionate for him, that not in converfation
only, but in his {pceches to the Senate and
people, he cxtolled him, as the fbarer of his
burdens, and even allowed his Effigics to be
publicly adored, in the feveral Theatres, in
all places of popular convention, nay at the
head of the Legions.

«
&C
<«
€C

L«

Bur
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Bur the Imperial houfe was yer full of
Cazlars, the Emperor’s fon a grown man, and
his grand-fons of age; and becaufe the cutting
them off all at once, was dangerous, the trea-
fon which he mcd1tatcd, rcquuLd paufcs and
a cradation of murders.  He, however, chofc
the darkeft method, and to begin withDrusus;
azainft whom he was tranfported with a frefh
niotive of rage. For, DrRusus, impatient of a
rival, and in his temper inflammable, had, upon
fome occafional conteft, thaken his fift at Sz-
JANUs, and, ashe prepared to refift, given him
ablow on the face. Ashe thcmforc caft about
for cvery cxpedient of revenge, the readieft
fcemed to apply to Livia his wife; the was
the fiter of GERMANIcUS, and from an un-
comely perfon in her childhood, became after-
wards exceeding lovely. As he perfonated a
vechement paflion for this Lady, he tempted
her to adultery, and having accomplifhed the
firft iniquity (nor will a woman, who has fa-
crificed her chaftity, ftick at any other) he
prompted her to higher views, thofe of mar-
riage, of a palmaﬂnp in the Empire, nay, the
n1u1dc1 of her husband. Thus fhe, the niece
of Aucustus, the daughter-in-law of TisE-
rRIUs, the mother of children by Drusus, de-
filed herfelf, her anceftors, and her pofterity,
with an adulterer from one of the Municipal
Towns, and all to exchange an honourable
condition poflefled, for purfuits altogether fla-
gitious and uncertain. Into a fellowthip in
the guile was aflumed Eupemus, Phyfician te

S3 Livia,
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Livia, and, under colour of his profeflion,
frequently with her in private. SgjaNus too,
to avoid the jealoufy of the adulterefs, dif-
charged from his bed Aricara his wife, by
whom he had three children. But ftill the
mightinefs of the iniquity terrified them, and
thence created delays, and frequently oppofite
counfels.

DURING this, in the beginning of the year,
Drusus, one of the fons of GERMANICUS,
put on the manly Robe, and upon him the
Senate conferred the fame honours decreed
before to his brother NEro. A fpecech was
added by TiBERIUS, With a large Encomium
upon his fon, ¢« That with the tendernefs of
¢¢ a father he ufed the children of his brother.”
Yor, Drusus, however rare it be for power
and unanimity to {ubfift together, was efteemed
benevolent, ccrtainly not ill-difpofed, towards
thefe youths. Now again was revived by T1-
BERIUs the propofal of a progrefs into the
Provinces, a ftale propofal, but often feigned.
He pretended for caufe, “ The multitude of
¢ Veterans difcharged, and thence the necef-
“ fity of recruiting the armies; that Volun-
teers were wanting, or if already fuch there
were, they were chiefly the neceflitous and
vagabonds, and deftitute of the like courage
and obedience.” He likewife curforily re-
counted the number of the Legions, and what
Countries they defended, a detail which, I
think, it behoves me alfo to repeat, that thence
may- appear what was then the complement of

the
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the Roman forces, what Kings their confcde-
rates, and how much more narrow than now
the limits of the Empire.

ITaLy was on cach fide guarded by two
ficets, one at Mifenum, one at Ravenna; and
the coaft joining to Gaul, by the Gallics taken
by Avucustus at the Battle of Aétium, and
fent powerfully manned to Forojulium. But
the chief ftrength lay upon the Rhine, even
cight Legions, as a common guard upon the
Germans and the Gauls. The reduftion of
Spain, lately completed, was maintained by
three. Mauritania was poflefied by King Jusa,
a Realm which he held as a gift from the Ro-
man people ; the reft of Africa by two Legi-
ons, and Agypt by the like number. Four
Legions kept in fubje&tion all the mighty
range of country, extending from Syria as far
as the Euphrates, and bordering upon the Ibe-
rians, Albanians, and other Principalities, who
by our might arc prote&ted againft forcign
Powers. Thrace was held by RHEMETALCEs,
and the fons of Cotys; and both banks of
the Danube by four Legions, two in Panno-
nia, two in Meefta.  In Dalmatialikewife were
placed two, who, by the fituation of the coun-
try, were at hand to {upport the former, and
had not far to march into Italy, were any
fudden fuccours required there ; though Rome
too had her peculiar foldiery, three City-Co-
horts, and nine Prxtorian, lifted chiefly out of
Etruria and Umbria, or from the ancient La-

tiygm and the old Roman Colonies. In the
S 3 feveral
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feveral Provinces, befides, were difpofed, ac-
cording to their fituation and ncceflity, the
flects of the feveral confederates, with their
fquadrons of horfe and battalions of foot; a
number of forces not much different from all
the reft; but the particular detail would be
uncertain, fince, according to the exigency of
times, they often fhifted ftations, with num-

bers fometimes enlarged, fometimes reduced.
It will, I believe, fall in properly hcre to
review alfo the other parts of the Adminiftra-
tion, and by what meafures it was hitherto
conduéted, till with the beginning of this
vear the Government of TiBErIUS began to
change terribly for the worfe.  Firft then, all
public, and every private bufinefs of moment,
was determined by the Senate; to the great
men he allowed liberty of debate, thofe who
in their debates lapfed into flattery, he checked ;
in conferring preferments, he confidered anci-
ent nobility, renown in war abroad, and civil
accomplifhments at home; infomuch that it
was manifeft, his choice could not have been
better. There remained to the Confuls, there
remained to the Prators, the ufual marks of
their dignities, to inferior Magiftrates the in-
dependent exercife of their chargess and the
Laws, where the power of the Prince was not
concerned, were in proper force. The tri-
butes, dutics, and all public reccipts, were
direted by companies of Roman Knights;
the management of his own revenue he com-
mitted to thofe wcll known to himfelf for
their
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their qualifications, and to fuch whom he
knew by reputation alone; and when once
taken, they were continued, without all refiric-
tion of term, fince moft grew old in the fame
employments. The populace were indeed ag-
erieved by the dearth of provifions, but with-
out any fault of the Prince, nay, he fpared no
poflible expence nor pains to remedy the cffeéts
of barrennefs in the earth, and of wrecks at
fca. Hce provided that the Provinces fhould
not be opprefled with new impofitions, and
that no extortion, or violence fhould be com-
mitted by the Magiftrates in raifing the old;
no infamous corporal punithments were in-
fli¢ted there, no confifcations of goods.

Tur Emperor’s pofleflions through Italy
were thin, the behaviour of his {laves modcft,
the freedmen who managed his houfe, few ;
and in his difputes with particulars, the Courts
were open and the Law equal. All which
reftraints he obferved, not, in truth, in the
popular ways of complaifance, but always ftern,
and for the moft part dreaded, yet ftill he
retained them, till by the death of Drusus
they were quite abandoned; for, as long as
he lived they continueds; becaufe Seyanus,
while he was but laying the foundations of his
power, ftudied to recommend himfelf by good
counfels, and had then an avenger to fear, one
who difguifed not his enmity, but was fre-
quent in his complaints, “ That when the fon
“ was in his prime, another was called, as
¢ Coadjutor, to the Government; nay, how

¢ little



258 The Annars Book IV.

< little was wanting to his being declared Col-
“ Jegue in the Empire? The firft advances to
¢ Sovereignty are fteep and perillous, but, when
“ once you are entered, parties and inftruments
¢ are ready toefpoufeyou. Alreadya Camp for
« the Guards was formed, by the pleafure and
“ authority of the Captain; into his hands the
“ foldiers were delivered 5 in the Theatrc of
“ PoMPEY his Statue was beheld; in his grand-
“¢ children -would be mixed the blood of the
“ Drust with that of Seyanus. After all
¢ this, what remained but to fupplicate his
“ modefty to reft contented here.” Nor was
it rarely that he uttered thefe difgufts, nor to
a tew ; befides, his wife being debauched, all

his fecrets were betrayed.
SEjaNuUs therefore judging it time to dif-
atch, chofe fuch a poifon as by operating gra-
dually, might preferve the appearances of a
cafual difeafc. This was adminiftcied to Dru-
sus by Lycpus the Eunuch, as, eight years
after, was lecarnt. Now, during all the days
of his illnefs, Tierius difclofed no fym-
ptoms of anguifh (perhaps from oftentation of
a firmnefs of {pirit) nay, when he had expired,
and while he was yet unburied, he entered the
Senate, and finding the Confuls placed upon
a common feat, ‘as a teftimony of thcir grief,
he admonifhed them of their dignity and fta-
tion; and, as the Senators burft into tears, he
fmothered his rifing fighs,” and animated them
by a Speech uttered without hefitation. « He,
 in truth, was not ignorant that he might be
« cenfured,
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¢ cenfured, for having thus in the firft throbs
of forrow, beheld the face of the Senate,
when mo& of thofe who mourn can fearce
endurc the foothings of their kindred, fcarce
behold the day; neither were fuch to be
condemned of weaknefs: but for himfelf,
he had morc powerful confolations, fuch as
arofe from chcn{hmg and guarding the
Commonwealth.” He then lamentcd “the
cxtreme age of his mother, the tender
years of his grand-fons, his own days in
declenfion,™ and defired that, ¢ as the only
alleviation of the prefent evils, the Children
of GerMANIcus might be introduced.”
The Confuls therefore went for them, and
having with kind words fortified their young
minds, prefented them to the Emperor. He
took them by the hand, and faid, “ Confcript
¢ fathers, thefe infants, bereft of their father,
¢« ] committed to their uncle, and befought
¢ him that, though he had iffue of his own,
“ he would rear and nourifh them no other-
¢« wife than as the immediate oftspring of his
blood, that he would appropriate them as
ftays to him{elf and poftcrity. Drusus be-
ing {natched from us, to you I addrefs the
fame prayers, and in the prefence of the
Gods, in the face of your country, I adjure
¢ you, receive into your protection, take under
¢ your tuition the great grand-children of Au~
GUSTUS, children, defcended from anccftors
the moft glorious in the State. Towards
them fulfil your own, fulfil my duty. To

« you,
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¢ you, NERO, and to you, Drusus, thefe Sc-
« nators are in the ftead of a farhcr, and fuch
« is the fituation of your birth, that on the
« Commonwecalth muft light all the good and
¢ evil which befalls you.”

-ArLvL this was heard with much weeping,
and followed with propitious prayers and vows
and had he only gone thus far, and in his
fpecch obferved a medium, he had left the
fouls of his hearers full of iympathy and ap-
plaufe. But, by renewing an old proje&, al-
ways chimerical and fo often ridiculed, about
¢ reftoring the Republic, reinftaring it again in
« the Confuls, or whoever elfc would under-
“ take the adminiftration,” he forfeited his
faith even in affertions which were commen-
dable and fincere. To the memory of DrRusus
were decrced the fame folemnirties as to that
of GErMANICcUs, with many fuperadded,
agreeably to the genius of flattery, which de-
lights in furpafiing and additions. Moft fignal
was the luftre of the Funcral in a pompous
proceflion of Images, whei at it appeared, in
a long train of anceftors, ANEas, father of
the ]uhan race, all the Kings of Alba Romu-
1LUs founder of Rome, then thc Sabine Nobi-
lity, Attus CLAUsUs, and his defcendents of
the Claudian family.

IN relating the dcath of Drusus, I have
followed the greateft part of our Hiftorians,
and the moft faithful. Iwould not, however,
omit a rumour which in thofe times was fo
prevailing that it is mot extinguifhed in ours,

¢ That
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“ That SeyaNus having by adultery gained
¢ L1via to the murder, had likewife engaged
“ by conftupration the affeGtions and concur-
« rence of Lyepusthe Eunuch, becaufe Lyepus
“ was, for his youth and lovclinefs, dear to
“ his mafter, and one of his chief attendants;
 that when the time and place of poifoning
“ were by the confpitators concerted, the
“ Eunuch carried his boldnefs fo high, as to
¢ charge upon Drusus a defign of poifoning
Tiser1Us, and fecretly warning the Em-
“ peror of this, advifed him to fhun the firlt
“ draught offered him in the next entertain-
““ ment at his fon’s ; that the old man liftening
“ to this impofture, after hc had fatc down
“ to table, having reccived the cup delivered
“ it to Drusus, who ignorantly and gaily
< drank it off, and this heightened the jealouty
<« of TiBERIUS, as if through fear and fhame
< his fon had f{wallowed the fame deadly
¢ draught which he had prepared for his fa-
« ther.”

THESE rumours current amongft the popu-
face, befides that they are fupported by no
certain Author, may be eafily refuted. For,
who of common prudence (much lefs TiBE-
R1Us, {o long pradtifed in great affairs) would
prefent to his own fon, without hearing him,
the mortal bane, with his own hands too, and
cutting off for ever all poflibility of retrac-
tion? Why would he not rather have tor-
turcd the minifter of the poifon? Why not
inquired into the contriver? Why not ob-

ferved

~

(14
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ferved towards his only fon, a fon hitherto
convifted of no iniquity, that inherent {low-
nefs and hefitation, which he practifed even
in his procecedings towards ftrangers? But as
Seyanus was reckoned the framer of every
wickednefs, therefore, from the exceflive fond-
nefs of TIBERIUS towards him, and from the
hatred of others towards both, things the moft
fabulous and direful were believed of them
befides that common fame is ever moft fraught
with tales of horrour upon the departure of
Princes. In truth, the plan and proce(s of the
murder were firft difcovered by Aricara,
wife of SEyaNUs, and laid open upon the rack
by EupeEmus and Lyepus.  Nor has any Wri-
ter appeared fo outragcous to charge it upon
TiBer1us, though in other inftances they
have feduloufly colletted and inflamed every
action of his. My own purpolc in recounting
and cenfuring this ramour, was to blaft, by fo
glaring an example, the credit of groundlefs
tales, and to requeft of thofc into whofe hands
our plcfent undertaking fhall come, that they

would not prefer hear-fays, void of credibility
and rafhly {fwallowed, to the narrations of truth
not adulterated with romance.

Now, whilft TIBERIUs was pronouncing in
public the Panegyric of his fon, the Senate and
people aflumed the port and accent of mourn-
ers, rather in appearance than cordially ; and
in their hearts exulted to fce the houfe of GEr-
MANICUs begin to revive. But this dawn of
fortune, and the condu@ of AGRIPPINA, il{l

dif-
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difguifing her hopes, quickened the overthrow
of that houfe. For Seyanus, when he faw
the death of DrRUSsUs pafs unrevenged upon
his murderers, and no public lamentation fol-
lowing it, undaunted now in villainy, fince
his firft efforts had fucceeded, devifed with
himfelf, how to deftroy the fons of GErRMA-
Nicus, whofe fucceflion to the Empire was
now unqueftionable. There were three of
them, and, from the diftinguithed fidelity of
their Governours, and incorruptible chaftity of
AGR1PPINA, could not be all circumvented
by poyfon. He therefore chofe to arraign her
for the haughtinefs of her fpirit, to roufe the
old hatred of Livia the elder, and the guilty
heart of hislatc accomplice, L1via the younger;
that they might charge her to the Emperor,
¢ as elated with pride for her numerous iffue;
“ and that, confiding in the zcal of the po-
« pulace, fhe was panting after the fovereignty.”
The young Livia ated in this engagement
by crafty calumniators, amongft whom t{he had
particularly chofen JuL1us PosTHUMUS, a man
every way qualified for her purpofes, as he was
the adulterer of MuTiLIA Pr1sca, and thence
a confident of her grand-mother’s; (for, over
the mind of the Emprefs, Prisca had powerful
influence) and by their means the old woman,
in her own nature tender and jealous of her
power, was rendered utterly irreconcileable to
the widow of her grand-fon. Such too as
were neareft the perfon of AGrIPPINA, Were

prompted
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prompted to be continually cnraging her tenr-
peftuous heart by perverfe reprefentations.

TiBer1Us the while, no ways relaxing the
carcs of Government, but applying for confo-
lation to affairs, attcnded the adminiftration
of juftice at Rome, and difpatched the peti-
tions from the Provinces. By a Decree of
Senate, at his motion, the City of Cibyra in
Afia, and that of Agyra in Achaia, both over-
thrown by an carthquake, were cafed of tri-
bute for three years. ViBius SERENUS too,
Procontul of the turthermoft Spain, was con-
demned for arbitrary adminiftration, and for
the favagenefs of his conduct banifthed into the
ifle of Amorgos. CARSIUs SACERDOS, charged
with fupplying com to the enecmy TAcFa-
RINAS, was acquitted, as was Carus GRAc-
cHUs of the fame crime. This CA1USs was
in his childhood carried by his father SEa-
PRONIUs into the ifland Cercina, as a com-
panion in his exile, he grew up there amongft
fugitives, and men dcftitute of liberal educa-
tion, and afterwards fuftained himfelf by fordid
traflic between Africa and Sicily. Nor thus
low did hc efcape the perils that wait on ele-
vated fortunc: but, had not Arius Lamia
and Lucius Apron1us, fucceflively Procon-
fuls in Africa, proteted him, he muft have
fallen an innocent vitim to the obnoxious
{plendor of his illuftrious unhappy race, and to
the calamitous fatc of his father.

THIs
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THIs year allo brought deputations from
the Grecian cities, one from the people of
Samos, one from thofe of Coos, the former
to requeft that the ancient right of Sancuary
in the Temple of Juno might be confirmed ;
the latter to folicit the fame confirmation for
that of Afculapins. The Samians claimed upon
a Decree of the Council of Amphictions, the
fupremc Judicature of Greece, at the time
when the Greeks by their cities founded in
Afia, poffeflcd the maritime coafts. Nor had
they of Coos a weaker title to Antiquity 5 to
which likewife accrued the pretenfions of the
place to the friendfhip of Rome; for they had
fecured in the Temple of Afculapius all the
Roman citizens there, when by the order of
King MrturipaTes, fuch were univerfally
butchered throlighout all the cities of Afia and
the Ifles. " And now, after many complaints
from the Prators, for the oft part ineffettual,
the Empcror at laft made a reprefentation to
the Scnate, concerning the licentioufnefs of
the Players, ¢ that in many inftances they raifed
 feditious tumults, and violated the public
‘¢ peace; and, in many, promoted debauchery
¢ in private familics; that the Ofcan Farce,
formerly only the contemptible delight of
the vulgar, was rifen to fuch a prevailing
pitch of credit and enormity, that it required
the authority of the Senate to check it.”

The Players therefore were driven out of
Italy. ‘

-
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THE fame year carried off one of the twins
of Drusvus, and thence afflited the Emperor
with frefh woe; nor with lefs for the death of
a particular friend. It was LuciLrius LoNGus,
the infeparable companion of all the traverfes
of his fortune, {miling or fad, and, of all the
Senators, the only one who accompanied him
itt his retivement at Rhodes. For this rcafon,
though but a new man, the Senate decreed
him a pablic funeral, and a ftatue to be placed,
at the expence of the Treafury, in the fquare
of Aucustus. For by the Senate even yet
all affairs were tranfated, infomuch that Lu--
c¢iLLivs Carito, the Emperor’s Comptroller
in Afia, Wwas, at the accufation of the Province,
brought upon his defence before them s the
Emperor too, upon this occafion, protefted,
with great earneftnefs, ¢ that from him Lu-
“ c1LL1Us had no authority but over his flaves,
“ and in colle@ing his domeftic rents; that if -
“ he had ufurped the jurifdition of Prator,
¢ and employed military force, he had fo far
‘¢ violated his orders; they fhould therefore
¢ hear the allegations of the Province.” Thus °
the accufed was upon trial condemned. For -
this juft vengeance, and that inflited the year
before on Carus SiLANUs, the cities of Afia -
decreed a Temple to T1BERIUS, and his Mo- -
ther, and the Senate, and obtained leave to
build it. For this conceflion NEro made a -
fpeech of thanks to the Senators and his grand- -
father, a fpeech which charmed the affeGions -
of his hcarers, who, as they were full of the -

. memory
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memory of GERMANICUSs, fancied it was him
they heard, and him they faw. There was
alfo in the youth himfelf an engaging modefty,
and a gracefulnefs becoming a princely perfon;
ornaments, which, by the known hatred that
threatened him from SEJANUSs, became ftill
more dear and revered.

ABour the {ame time the Emperor made a
difcourfe “ about the choice of a new Prieft
“ of Jupiter, in the room of SErVIUs MALU-
“ GINENSIs deceafed; for that it was the an-
“ cient cuftom to name three, born of parents
‘ who had in their nuptials obferved the form
“ of Confarreation; but now that the bufinefs
“ of Confarreation was quite omitted, or by
“ few obferved, there remained not then, as
formerly, the fame {cope for choice. There
were feveral caufes of that omiflion, the
“ principal, a want of zeal both in men and
“ women for that rite, together with the
“ difficulties attending it, whence they were
“ prompted to avoid it; befides that the pa-
““ ternal authority was for ever loft over any
fon who acquired that priefthood, and over
any daughter who married him. The Senate
therefore ought by fome expedient to remove
thefe difcouragements, after the example of
Aucustus, who had foftened fome rigid
ufages of antiquity, and adapted them to
the genius of the times.” The Senate there-
fore, having difcuffed the grounds and qualifi-
cations of that priefthood, azreed “ to make
“ no change from the firft inftitution.” Only

T 2 a Law
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a Law pafled, « that the Prieftefs of Jupiter,
 fhould,in the adminiftration of things facred,
be under the dominion of her husband, but
be fubjed, in other things, to the common
trcatment of other women.” To conclude,
MaLuGINENsIs the fon fucceeded his father.
And, to raife the reputation of the Priefthood,
and warm the affections of the Pricfts them-
felves towards facred folemnitics, a prefent of
two thoufand great fefterces* was decreed to
CoRrNELIA, chofen Superior of the Veftal vir-
oins in the place of ScanTIA 5 andto AucusTa
a4 privilege granted, that as often as fhe went
to the Theatre, fhe fhould {it amongft them.
Ix the Confulthip of CorNEL1US CETHEGUS
and VisELLius VARrro, the Pontifs, and by
racir example the other Priefts, while they were
oftering vows for the profperity of the Em-
peror, rccommended likewife NEro and
Drusus to the care of the fame Gods, not fo
much from any tendernefs towards thefe
vouths, as from flattery, a practice which, when
the public manners are corrupt, it is dangerous
to cxceed in, and alike dangcrous to forbear.
For, TIBERIUS, ncver benevolent to the houfc
of GERMANICUs, was now provoked beyond
all paticnce, that “ no difference was made
¢« between their youth and his years,” and,
fending for the Pontifs, examined them, ¢ whe-
< ther to the cntreaties, or menaces of AGRIp-
¢ piNa, they had paid that compliment?”

(14
<«

(14

* About fifty thoufand Crowns.
And
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And though they denied both, he reproved
them, but reproved them gently, for moft of
them were his own kinfimen, or men of the
firlt diftinétion in Rome. | But in the Scnate
he made a fet fpeech, warning all of them
tor the time to come,  not to intoxicate the
¢ giddy fpirit of the youths with the pride of
“ over-carly and precipitatc honours.” Hec
was in truth inftigated continually by SEyanus,
who urged, “ that Rome was rent into con-
*“ tending partices, rent as in a Civil war; al-
ready there were thofe who boldly called
themfelves the Partizans of AGRIPPINA;
and if no ftop were put, the fadion would
increafe.. Nor was there any other remedy
for the prevailing {pirit of fattion, than the
cutting off one or two of the moft formi-
 dable.” , _

WiTH this view he fell upon-Ca1us Sir1us
and Trr1us SasiNnus. The triendfhip of Ger-
MANIcUs was fatal to both; but to StrLius
there were other exceptions: he had for feven
years commanded a powerful army; he had
for his exploits in Germany been diftinguifhed
with the enfigns of Triumph; he had fubdued
the revolting Gauls under SACROVIR; fo that
from the noife and cclat of his fall, propor-
tionable terror would feize others. It was
believed by many, that by his own intem-
perate {peeches he had heightened the difplea-
fure conggjved. againft him, while he boafted
without meafure, “that his foldiers perfifted
¥ in obedience, when others lapfed -into fedi-

T 3 tion;
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“ tion; nor had the Empire remained to
“ TiBER1Us, if in his Legions too there had
“ been a thirft of change.” By thefe preten-
fions of his, the Emperor thought his own
fortune degraded, and too low to recompence
fuch mighty fervices. For benefits are only
{o far acceptable, as it feems poflible to dif-
charge them; when they have exceeded all
retaliation, hatred is returned for gratitude.
Sos1A GALLA was wife to SiL1us, and, for
her dearnefs to AcripPiNa, hated by Tise-
RIUs. It was agreed to arraign him and her,
and to poftpone for fome time the trial of
SaBINus. Againft them was engaged, as an
accufer, VARrRO the Conful, who, under
colour of ‘ revenging his father’s quarrel)”
gratified, by his own infamy, the vengeance
of SEjaNus. The requeft of the accufed for
a fhort refpit, till Varro ceafed to be Conful,
was oppol};d by the Emperor, ¢ for that it was
‘¢ cuftomary for other Magiftrates to bring par-
“ ticulars upon trial; nor ought the prero-.
<« gative of a Confl in the like inftance to be
“ infringed, fince upon his vigilange it de-
¢ pended that no damage accrued to the Com-
“ monweal.” It was a policy peculiar to T1BE-
r1Us, to fhelter under venerable old names
the methods of violence lately invented. The
Senate is therefore fummoned with great pa-
rade, as if S1L1Us were to be dealt with by the
Laws, or as if VARRO had been in truth alting
as Conful, and prote&ting the public, or as if
the prefent domination had been the ancient
Republic.
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Republic.  SiLtus made no defence, or only
enough to thew by whofe fury he was opprefled.
To him were objeéted,  his confederacy with
« SACROVIR, and thence the revolt {o long
<« concealed, his deteftable avarice after vic-
“ tory, and the behaviour of his wife. With-
out doubt, neither could be acquitted of public
rapines but the whole charge was brought
under the article of Treafon, and SiL1Us pre-
vented by a voluntary death the impending
condemnation,

His cftate however efcaped not the cruelty
of the fentence, not that out of it might be
repaid the money extorted from the Gauls;
for none of the Gauls reclgined it; but the
precedent of AuGusTUSs ¥, being now rejelted,
an exaét calculation and payment was made of
all the cffe@ts of Sirrus claimed by the Ex-
chequer. This was the firft time TiBERIUS
manifefted any paflion for another man’s wealth,
Sos1a was fentenced to banifhment at the mo-
tion of AsiN1us GALLUs, who propofed, « that
“¢ half her effes fhould be forfeited, half left
“ to her children.” * Marcus. LEriDUs, on
the contrary, propofed ¢ the fourth part to
“ the accufers, as the Law required, all the reft
“ to the children,” This Leeipus I find to
have been, for thofe times, a wife and upright
mans for, by him the exceflive flattery, and
crucl counfels of others were often mitigated.

* AUGUsTUs was wont to beftow the fortunes of perfons
condemned upon their children.

T 4 Neither
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Neither did he in thefe his interpofitions ne-
gle&t a remperament, fince he fill maintained
at an equal heigth his chara&er with the public,
and the favour of TiBErIus. Hence I am
driven to doubt, whether the good liking of
Princes to fome, and their antipathy to others,
be, like other things, owing to blind fate and
the lot of nativity, of whether the difference
be determined by the wifdom and condu& of
mcen; and whether it bé poflible to proceed in
a fafc path, ar an equal diftance from abrupt
contumacy, and f{lavith fubmiflion, neither
courting powcr, nor threatened by it. Corr
MessaLINUs, a man defcended from anceftors
no lefs illuftrious than Lepipus, but of a dif-
ferent {pirit, propofed to provide by a Decree
of Senate, « that the Magiftrates of the feveral
« Provinces, however innocent themfelves,
and even unacquainted with the mifmanage-
ment of others, fhould yet be equally pu-
nifhed for the crimes of their wives, as for
their own,” '
THE next proceeding was againft CALPUR-
N1Us P1so, a man of noble defcént, and an
undaunted heart. For, it was he who, as I
have related, loudly protefted in the Senatc,
“ that he would abandon Rome, to efcape the
.¢¢-implacable bands of thc a'cc,ufcxjs;’,’ it was he
who had, in defiance of the power of Auv-
c{is"@a, dared to profecute her favourit¢ Urcyp-
LAN1IA, and to demand her out of the palace
of the Emperor.  All which T1er1US pafied
over for the prefent caurteoufly s but in a foul
- like
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like his, brooding over vengeance, though the
tranfports of refentment had abated, the decp
impreflions remained. QUINTUs GRANIUS
charged P1so with treafonable words privately
uttcred againft the Majefty of the Emperor;
and added, < that he kept poifon in his houfe,
“ and came into the Senate armed with a
¢ dagger;” an article toa heinous to be true,
and thercfore dropped.  Yet for other crimes,
which were accumulated manifold, he was put
upaon his trial, but, through the intervention of
a fcafonable death, never condemned. Then
too came before them the bufinefs of Cassius
SEVERUS, the cxile, a man fordid in his birth,
in his life mifchicvous, butapowerful {peaker,
who, in confequence of the encmigs he had
made, powerful and many without meafure,
had drawn upon himfelf an order of Senate,
pafled with the folemnity of {wearing, for his
banithment into Cretc; where, by following
continually his wonted practices, he excited a
combination of old enmitics and new : So that
he was now bereft of his cftate, interdicted
from fire and watcr, and grew old in exile
upon the rocks of Seriphos.

Azour the fame time PLAUTIUS SILVANUS
the Prator, for what caufe is uncertain, killed
APRONIA his wife, by throwing her headlong.
When he was carried by AprRoNTUS his father-
in-law, beforc the Emperor, he anfwered, in
confufion of fpirit, « as if, while he was found
“ aflcep, and unapprized, his wife had wil-
¢ fully difpatched herfelf.” TIBER1US in-

frantly
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ftantly hafted to vifit the chamber, where were
ftill apparent the marks of his violence and her
firuggling. This he reported to the Senate,

and Judges being appointed, UrRGcuLANIA the
grand-mother of PrauTius fent him a dagger,

which it was believed fhe did by the advice of
TiBERIUS, in regard of the friendfhip of Au-
cUsTA for her. The criminal having in vain
cflayed to ufe the fteel, caufed his veins to be
opened. Prefently after NuMANTINA, his
former wife, was accufed of having by charms
and potions difordered the underftanding of
her husband, but declared innocent.

THIs year, at laft, relicved the Romans
from a long war with TAcrArRINAs the Nu- -
midian. For, the former Generals, as foon as
they believed their exploits had intitled them =

to the ornaments of triumph, always abandoned

the enemy. Infomuch that there were already *
in Rome three Statues adorned with vitorious -
faurel, and ftill TacFaRINASs ravaged Africa.
He was ftrengthened by auxiliaries from the =
Moors, who, governed by Royal freedmen un-
der the thoughtlefs reign of the youth their ©
King, (ProLEMmY fon of Jupa) had exchanged .
cvenfor war the domeftic domination of flaves.
For the harbourer of his plunder, and partner
in depredations, he had tﬁc King of the Gara-

mantess not that this King marched at the head
of an army, but only detached out light parties,
which were magnified by great diftance and
report.  From the province itfelf too flowed
in all that were indigent in their fortune, al}

that
h !



BookIV. of TACITUS. 1275

that were diforderly in their lives, the more
readily, becaufe the Empcror, after the feats
petformed by BL £sus, as if therchad no-longer
remained any enemy in Africa, had ordered
the ninth Legion to be brought back; nor
durlt PusLius DoLABELLA, that ycar Pro-
conful there, retain it, as hc drecaded more
the orders of the Prince, than the cafualties of
the war.

TacFARINAs therefore difperfed a rumour,
< that feveral other nations too werc tearing
¢ piccemcal the Roman ftates hence their
“ forces were by degrees drawing off from
“ Africa; and the remainder might be wholly
“ deftroyed, if all, to whom liberty was dearer
“ than bondage, would, with all their might,
“ engage them,” By this rumour his forces
were augmented, and he begirt the city of
Thubufcum. ButDorLABELLA, drawing toge-
ther what foldiers there were, at his firft ape
proach raifed the fiege, by the terror of the
Roman name, and as the Numidians ¢an never
ftand the attack of our foot. He likewife for-
tified the proper places, and at the fame time
executed the chiefs of the Mufulanians, juft
ready torevolt. Now, becaufe by many expe-
ditions againft TACFARINAs, it was manifeft
that, not by a heavy army and a fingle onfet,
fuch a rambling foe was to be effetually puthed ;
the Proconful having thercfore called to his
aid King ProLEmY, with a body of his fub-
jeits the Moors, formed four bands. Thefe he
rommifted to the Commanders of the Legions

and
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and Tribunes; certain parties appointed to {cour
and pillage the country, were conduéted by
fome chofen. Moors; he himfelf moved from
quarter to quarter, to direét the whole.

Not long after tydings came,  that the
¢ Numidians had pitched their huts about a
« ruinous caftlc, burnt down formerly by
“ themfelves, its name Auzea, trofting now
“ to its fituation, becaufe it was fhut in on
« every fide by valt forcfts.” Forthwith were
difpatched the horfe and foot, a rapid march,
themiclves not knowmrr whither ; .and juft at
dawn of day, with trumpets 1oundmu and
dreadful fhouts, they were ypon the Barbarians
flill half afleep, their horfes fettered, or ftrag-
ling loofly at grafs;, The Romans were come
. pu:palcd thcn foot in clofe array, their troops
marfhalled, all things difpofed for battles the
¢nemy, on the contrary, intirely unappnz.cd
without arms, or order, or counfel, were, with
the paflivenefs, of fheep, caught, flaughtered,
and dragged away captive. The foldicys, cm-
biitered by the remembrancg of all thcu la-
bours, and againft a foe which had fo long
cludcd the fight {o often courted, had cach, hlS
fill of vengeance and blood. Through all the
rariks the word ran, ¢ that they muit particu-
« Jarly make fure of TacFarINAs, known to
¢ them all by fo many conflicts; nothmg bes
¢ fides killing the leader ¢ould extinguifh the
« war.” HisGuards were already fallen round
him, his fon was already in bonds, and the
Bomans on cvery fide pouring upon him; he

there-
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therefore defperately ruthed amongft the darts;
and, by a dcath accompanied with many of ours,
efcaped captivity. And thus was an end put
to the war.

DoLABELLA defired the enfigns of triumph,
but was refufed by TiBer1US, in compliment
to SEJANUs, that the late glory of his uncle
Br £sus might not thence be obliterated. But
this derived no new luftre upon BL &sus, while
to DoLABELLA more glory accrued from ho-
nour denied, fince with a fmaller army he had
flain the General, led many diftinguithed cap-
tives, and bore the renown of having wholly
concluded the war. He was alfo attended with
Embafladors from the Garamantes, a rare fight
in Rome! That nation, ftruck with the death
of TACFARINAS, and confcious of guilt, had
fent them to appeafe the refentment of the
Roman pcople. And now that the zeal of
Proremy, during that war was known, in his
favour was revived a cuftom of remote anti-
quity, and one of the Senators fent to deliver
him the ivory ftaff and painted robe; (the ufual
prefents of the ancient Roman Senate) and to
falute him King, Friend, and Confederate.

THE fame fummer, the feeds of a fervile
war {preading through Italy, were by chance
{uppreficd. The author of the ftir was T1TUS
CuRrTIsIvUs, formerly a foldier of the Prztorian
Guards.  His firft ellays were at clandeftine
mectings in Brundufium, and the neichbouring
towns ; afterwards by declarations publicly
hung up, he was inciting to liberty the Agra-

rian
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tian flaves, who, from living in wild and
remote forefts, were themfelves wild and fierce; -
when, as it were, by the benignity of the
Gods, three galleys belonging to the merchants
landed on that coaft. Currius Luprus too,
the Queftor, was then in thefe parts, as to him
had fallen for his jurifdittion, according to
ancient eftablithment, the reftraining of rob-
berics in the woods and roads of the forefts.
Lupus marfhalled the feamen, and by them
defeated the confpiracy, juft breaking out; fo
that Staius the Tribune difpatched thither by~ -
the Emperor, with a ftout band, dragged the :
leader himfelf and his moft refolute partizans
to Rome, which was already in a terror, on -
account of the multitude of domeftic flaves, .
. that were ftill augmenting immenfly, while °
the genttine commonalty daily dwindled. :
DurinG the fame Confuls, were brought :
into the Senate a father arraigned, and his fon
the accufer, both named ViBius SERENUs ;5 a
fad example of horror and calamity of the -
times! the father already an cxile, now haled -
back to a freth trial, covered with rags and
naftinefs, then too bound in chains, heard him-
felf impleaded by his fon. The young man, :
drefled with mighty elegance, with a coun- -
tenance chearful and elate, alledged * a plot
¢« framed againft the Emperor, and that fome
¢ of the confpirators were fent into Gaul, to
¢« inftigate a rebellion there.” Thus he became
againft his father a witnefs as well as an in-
former. He likewife ¢ charged C&£c1L1US -
“ Cor-
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«« CORN U T US, formerly Prator, with having
« furnithed money.” CorNuTuUs had, in truth,
with his own hands difpatched himfelf, only
from the pain of anxiety, and becaufe he held
accufation for a certain fignal of deftrution.
The accufed, on the other fide, with a {pirit
nothing dejected, turning full upon his fon,
and fhaking his chains, invoked ¢ the avenging
« Gods, that to himfelf they would firft reftore
“ his place of exile, where, far from fuch
« direful doings he might pafs his days; and
¢ that juft vengeance might one day overtake
his fon.” He infifted too, ¢ that CorRNUTUS
was innocent, and only terrificd with forged
crimes, as might be eafily learnt, it other
accomplices were produced; for it was not
probable that, with one confederate only,
¢ he thould have meditated the murder of the
« Prince, and a change of the Statc.”

THE accufer then named CNE1Us LEN-
TULUs, and SElus TUBERO, to the great
confufion of Ti1BER1US, when men of the firft
figure in Rome, his own intimate friends,
LENTULUS extremely old, TuBero broken
with infirmities, were charged with devifing
hoftile infurre@tions againft the State. But
they were both pafled over without a paufe.
Againft the father his flaves were cxamined
upon the rack; and their examination went
againft the accufer, who, diftratted with guilt,
and frightencd befides with the threatnings of
the populace, dooming him to the dungeon,
the rack, and the pains of parricide, fled out

of

-



280 The AnNALs BooklV,

of Rome. He was dragged back from Ravenna,
and compelled to profecute his accufation;
TiBER1Us, no wife concealing his old hatred to
the cxile SErENUs, for that, atter the condem-
nation of Liso, he had by letters upbraided
the Empcror, that his fignal zeal in that trial
remained without reward; he had likewifc
inferted fome cxpreflions more contumacious
than fafe in the tender cars of a Prince naturally
proud and prone to refentment. His words
were cight years after rehcarfed by T1seRIUS;
who alfo charged him with many mifdemean-
ours during that intcrval, though through the
obftinacy of his flaves nothmz, he faid, could
be difcovered by torture.

THE votes being taken, and SEReENUS {en-
tenced « to death, according to the rigour of
antiquity,” TIBER1US, to foften the public
odium, oppofed it. Then ASINIUS GaLLus
propofed, ¢ to fhut him up in the ifle of -
¢« Gyarus or Donufa:” a motion which T1BE-
RIUs alfo rcjeéted, arguing, < that both thefc
« jfles were deftitute of water, and tbat to
« whom they granted life, the conveniencics
<« of life ought llkcwlfc to be granted.” Thus
SERENUSs was carricd back to Amoroos. And
now that Cornurus had died by his own
hands, it was moved, ““to abrogate the rewards
« of the accufers, as oftcn as any pcrfon,
<« charged with treafon, thould, before judg- -
« ment paflfed, put an end to his own life.”
And this motion had been followed, but that
TiserIUs complained, with fternnefs, and now, .

contrary
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contrary to his wonted referves, an open advo-
cate for the accufers, “ that by it the laws
“ would be defeated, and the Commonwealth
“ overthrown s let them rather, he faid,. dif:
¢ folve the laws, than difmifs their guardians.”
Thus the accufers, a fort of men formed for
the deftruttion of human kind, and indeed,
by no pains or terrors; ever fufficiently curbed,
were now allured and prompted by wages.

IN fuch a_continued ferics of doleful pro-
ceedings, a fmall inftance of joy intervened 3
Carus ComiN1us a Roman Knight, convicted
- of afcurrilous Poem againft the Emperor, was
- pardoned by him at the fupplication of his
- brother, who was a Senator. Hence it was
+ reckoned the more aftonifthing, that he who
knew better things, and what public renown
+ attended clemency, fhould yet rather chufe the
« ways of tyranny and horror. For neither did
- he tranfgrefs through want of difcernment ;
. hor is it ever too intricate to be diftinguifhed,
i whether the doings of Princes be applauded
- with fincerity, or whether only with the falfe
{ guife of joy. Nay, TIBERIUS him{elf, who,
upon other occafions, ftudied his words, and
. Whofe fpeech feemed to labour, ‘yet, when-
~ ever he {poke as an advocate, fpoke with rea-
dinefs and volubility. At this time, PuBLIvUs
SUIL1Us, formerly Quzftor to GERMANICUS,
how convitted of having taken money in an
affair where he was to decree as a Judgc, was,
for his punifhment, to be expelled Italys a
fentence too mild for the Empcror, who ad-

VoL. IL U judged
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judged him to banifhment into an Ifland, with
fuch impetuofity, that, with the tye and folem-
nity of an oath, he declared it ¢ .for the inte-
<« reft of the Commonwealth ;” a behaviour
which at that time was fharply cenfured, but
turned afterwards to his praife, when SuiLius
was again returned to Rome, a following -
reign faw that exile a powerful minion, and :
an abandoned mercenary, one who long pof- .
fefled the confidence of CLauDIUS powerfully, -
but never honeftly. Catus FIrRMiIus the Se- ©
nator, was adjudged to the fame punifhment, -
¢ for having forged treafonable crimes againft
¢« his own fifter.” CAaTuUs, as I have before -
declared, had lured L1Bo into his perniciouns
fnhares, and then, by informing againft him,
procured his ovesthrow. TiBER1Us, mindful
of this fervice, but pretending other motives,
befought a reverfal of the fentence of banifh- .
"ment, but to his expulfion from the Senate,-
made no oppofition.
I am aware, that moft of the tranfa&tions:
which I have already related, or fhall here-
after relate, may, perhaps, appear minute, and’
too trivial to be remembered. But, none
muft compare thefe my Annals with the write-
ings of thofe who compiled the Story of the
ancient Roman people. They had for their
fubje&ts mighty wars, potent cities facked, grear
Kings routed and taken captive; or, if they
fometimes reviewed the domeftic affairs of
Rome, they there found the mutual ftrife ana
animofitics of the Confuls and Tribunes, the
; : Agraria:
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Agrarian and Frumentary laws, pufthed and
oppofed, and the ftruggles between the Nobles
and Populace; noble topics, and recounted
by the old Hiftorians with free {fcope. To me
remains a ftreightened task, and void of glory,
fteady peace, or fhort intervals of war, the
proceedings at Rome fad and tragical, and a
Prince carelefs of extending the Empire. Nor
yet will it be without its profit to look mi-
nutely into fuch tranfactions, as, however {mall
at firft view, give often rife and motion to
great events.
- For, all nations and citics are governed
- either by the populace, by the nobility, or by
fingle rulers. The frame of a ftate chofen and
compatted out of all thefe three, is cafier ap-
plauded than accomplifhed, or if accomplifhed,
cannot be of long duration. So that, as dure-
~ ing the Republic, cither when the power of
the people prevailed, or when the Senate bore
the chief {way ; it was neceflary to know the
- genius of the commonalty, and by what mea-
{ures they were to be humoured and reftrained s
" and fuch too who were throughly acquainted
with the fpirit of the Senate and lcading men,
came to be cfteemed skilful in the times, and
men of prowefs: fo now, when that eftablifh-
ment is changed, and the prefent fituation fuch,
that one rules all ; it is of advantage to colle&
and record thefe later incidents, as matters of
public example and inftrucion ; fince few can,
by their own wifdom, diftinguith between
things crooked and upright, few between
U 2 counfels



284 The AnNavrs Book 1V,

counfels perniciots and profitable, and fince
moft men are taught by the fate and example
of others. Burt the prefent detail, however in-
ftrudtive, yet brings f{canty delight. It is by
the defcriptions and accounts of nations, by
the variety of battles, by the memorable fall
of illuftrious Captains, that the foul of the
reader is engaged and refrethed. For myfelf,
I can only give a fad difplay of cruel orders,
inceflant accufations, faithlefs friendfhips, the
deftruction of innocents, and endlefs trials, all
attended with the fame iflue, death and con-
demnation; an obvious round of repetition
and fatiety ! Befides that the old Hiftorians are
rarely cenfured; nor is any man now concern-
cd whether they chiefly magnify the Roman or
Carthaginian armies. But, of many who under
Tiser1vus fuffered punifhment, or were marked
with infamy, the pofterity are ftill fubfifting ;
or if the families themfelves are extiné, there
arc others found, who from a fimilitude of
manners, think that, in reciting the evil doings
of others, they themfelves are charged : nay,
cven virtuc and a glorious name create foes,
as they expofe in a light too obvious the op-
pofite charaGers. But I return to my under-

taking.
~ WHhiLst CorNELIUs Cossus and AsINIUS
Acriprra were Confuls, CREMUTIUs CORDUS
was arraigned, for that, ¢ having publifthed
« Annals, and in them praifed Brurus, he
< had ftiled Cass1us the laft of the Romans;”
a new crime, then firft created. SATRIUS SE-
CUNDUS
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cuNnpus and PiNArIUs NarTAa were his ac-
cufers, creatures of SEJANUSs; a mortal omen
this to the accufed; befides that TiBERIUS
received his defence with an implacable coun-
tenance. He began it on this wife, cafting
away all hopes of life :

« As to fadts, I am fo guiltlefs, Confcript
¢ Fathers, that my words only are accufed;
¢ but neither are any words of mine pointed
¢“ againft the Empcror, or his Mother, the
“ only perfons comprehended in the Law con-
“ cerning violated Majefty. Itis alledged, that
“ I have praifed BruTtus and Cassius, men
“ whofe lives and actions have been compiled
“ by a cloud of writcrs, and their memory
“ treated by none but with honour. Trirus
“ Livius, an hiftorian eminently famous for
“ eloquence and veracity, celebrated PompPEY
<« with fuch abundant encomiums, that he was
« thence by Aucustus named POMPEIANUS ;
“ nor did this prejudice their common friend-
¢ fhip. Neither Scrp1o, nor AFRANIUS, nor
« even this fame Cass1us, nor this fame Bru-
“ tus, are any where mentioned by him as
“ traitors and parrzczde.s' the common nick-
“ names now beftowed on them, but often as
¢ great and memorable men. The writings
“ of AsiNius PoLrLio have conveyed down
“ the memory of the fame men under ho-
“ nourable charaGters. CoRVINUs MEssaALA
“ gloried to have had Cassius for his Gene-
“ ral: Yet both PoLLro and CorvINUs be-
“ came fignally powerful in wealth and ho-

3 ‘¢ nours

~
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nours under Aucustus. That Book of Ci-
cerO’s, in which he exalted CaTo to the
skies, what other animadverfion did it draw
from CzEsAr the Didtator, than a written
reply, in the fame ftile and equality as if °
before his Judges he had made it? The
letters of MARC ANTHONY, the fpeeches of .
Brutus, are full of reproaches, and recri-
minations againft AuGustus, falfe in truth,
but urged with fignal afperity. The Poems
of BisacuLus andthofe of CATULLUS, ftuffed
with virulent fatires againft the C £sARrs, are
ftill read. But even the deified Jurius, even
the deified AucGustus, bore all thefe invec-
tives, and left them unfupprefled, whether
with greater moderation or wifdom, I can-
not eafily fay. For, if they are defpifed,
they fade away ; if you wax wroth, you feem
to avow them for true.
¢ INsTANCES from the Greeks I bring none :
with them not the freedom only, but even
the licentioufnefs of fpeech, is unpunifhed ;
or if any corre&tion be returned, it is only
by revenging words with words. It has been
ever allowed, without reftrittion or rebuke,
to pafs our judgment upon thafe whom
death has withdrawn from the influence of
affetion and hate. Are Cassius and BrRu-
TUs now in arms? Do they at prefent fill
with troops the fields of Philippi? Or do I
fire the Roman pcople, by inflammatory
harangues, with the fpirit of civil rage?
Brurus and Cassius, now above feventy
| “ years
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<¢ years flain, are ftill known in their Statues,
< which even the conqueror did not abolifh;
< and what do the Hiftorians, but preferve
« their charatters? Impartial pofterity to every
< man repays his proper praife s nor will there
¢ be wanting fuch as, if my death is deter-
“ mined, will not only revive the ftory of
« Cassius and Brutus, but even my ftory.”
Having thus faid, he withdrew from the Se-
nate, and ended his life by abftinence. The
Fathers condemned the Books to be burned by
the Adiles; but they ftill continued to be fe-
cretly difperfed. Hence we may juftly mock
the ftupidity of thofe, who imagine that they
can, by prefent power, extinguith the lights
and memory of fucceeding times; for, quite
otherwife, the punifhment of writers exalts the
credit of the writings; nor did ever foreign
Kings, or any eclle, who exercifed the like
cruelty, reap other fruit from it, than infamy

to themfelves, and glory to the fufferers.
Now for this whole year the courfe of ac-
cufations was {o conftant, that even during the
folemnity of the Latin feftival, when Drusus
for his inauguration, as Governor of Rome,
had afcended the Tribunal, he was accofted by
CALPURNIUS SALVIANUSs with a charge againft
SEXTUS MARIUS; a proceeding openly refented
by the Emperor, and thence SALVIANUS was
banithed. The city of Cyzicus was accufed,
“ of not obferving the worfhip of the deified
“ Avucustus;” with additional crimes, ¢ of
 violences committed upon fome Roman
U 4 “ citizens.”,
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« citizens.” Thus that city loft her liberties,
which by her behaviour during the Mithridatic
war, fhe had purchafed, having in it fuftained
a fiege, and as much by her own bravery, as
by the aid of LucuLrus, repulfed the King.
But FonTETUs Car1TO, Who had as Proconful
governed Afia, was acquitted, upon proof that
the crimes brought againft him by Visius Sk-
RENUs were forged. Yet the forgery drew no
penalty upon SERENUS; nay, the public hate
rendered him the more fecure ; for, every ac-
cufer, the more cager and inceflant he was, the
more facred and inviolable he became. Only
the forry and impotent were f{urrendered to
chaftifement.

Azour the fame time, the furthermoﬂ Spain
befought the Senate by their embafladors,
« that, after the example of Afia, they might
“ erect a Temple to TiBErIUs and his Mo-
¢ ther.” Upon this occafion, the Emperor,
always refolute in contemning honours, and
now judging it proper to confute thofe, who
expofed him to the popular cenfure, of having
deviated into ambition, fpoke in this manner.
“ I know, Confcript Fathers, that it is afcribed
“ to a defe&t of firmnefs in me, that when the
cities'of Afia petitioned for this very thing,
¢ I withftood them not. 1 fhall therefore now
unfold at once the motives of my filence
¢ then, and 'the rules which for the future I
¢ am determined to obferve. Since the deified
Avucustus had not oppofed the founding
£ at Pcroamus a Tcmplc to himfelf and thc'

“« cuy
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city of Rome, I, with whom all his a&tions’
and fayings have the torce of laws, followed
an example alrcady approved, becaufe to
the worfhip beftowed upon me, that of the
Senate was annexed. But as the indulging
of this, in one inftance, will find pardon ;
fo a general latitude of being adored through

* every province, under the facred reprefen-

tations of the Deities, would denote a vain
fpirit, a heart fwelled with ambition. The
glory too of AucusTtus will evanifh, if by
the promifcuous courtthip of flattery it comes
to be proftituted.

“ For myfelf, Confcript Fathers, I am a
morfal man; I am confined to the functions
of human nature; and if I well fupply the
principal place amongft you, it {uffices me.
This 1 acknowledge to you, and this ac-
knowledgment I would have pofterity to
remember. They will do abundant right
to my memory, if they believe me to have
been worthy of my anceftors, watchful of
the Roman ftate, unmoved in perils, and in
maintaining the public intereft, fearle(s of
privatc enmities. Thefe are the Temples
which in your breafts I would raife, thefe
the faireft pourtraitures, and fuch as will en-
dure. As to Temples and Statues of ftone,
if the Idol adored in them come to be hated
by pofterity, they are defpifed as his fepul-
chres. I here therefore invoke the Gods,

* that to the end of my life they would grant
f me 3 fpirit undifturbed, and difcerning in

duties
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¢ duties human and divine : hence too I here
« implore our Citizens and Allies, that when-
“ ever my diffolution comes, they would with
“ approbation and benevolent teftimonies of
¢ remembrance, cclebrate my altions and re-
“ tain the odour of my name.” And thence-
forward he perfevered in flighting, upon all
occafions, and even in private converfation,
this divine worfhip of himfelf. A condu& by
fome afcribed to modefty, by many to a con-
fcious diffidence, by others to degeneracy
of fpirit; * fince the moft fublime amongft
“ men naturally covet the moft exalted ho-
“ nours: thus HERcuLEs and BaccHuUs
« amongft the Greeks, and with us RomuLus,
“ were added to the fociety of the Gods.
“ AucusTUs too had chofen the nobler part,
“ and hoped for deification. All the other
“ gratifications of Princes were inftantly pro-
“ cured ;5 one only was to be purfued infati-
¢ ably, the praife and perpetuity of their name.
“ For by contemning fame, the virtues that
¢ procure it, are contemned.”

Now SEjaNus, intoxicated with excefs of
fortune, and moreover ftimulated by the im-
portunity of Livia, who, with the reftlefs paf-
fion of a woman, craved the promifed mar-
riage, compofed a Memorial to the Emperor.
For, it was then the cuftom to apply to him
in writing, though he were prefent. This of
SEJANUs was thus conceived; ¢ That fuch
* had been towards him the benevolence of

“ Avcustus, {uch and fo numecrous, fince,
) “ the
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the inftances of affettion from TiBER1US,
that he was thence accuftomed, without ap-
plying to the Gods, to carry his hopes and
prayers dire@tly to the Emperors. ~ Yet of
them he had never fought a blaze of ho-
nours ; watching and toils like thofe of com-
mon foldiers, for the fafe-guard of the Prince,
had been his choice and ambition. How-
ever, what was moft glorious for him he had
attained, to be thought worthy of alliance
with the Emperor ; hence the fource of his
prefent hopes, and, fince he had heard that
AUGUSsTUSs, in the difpofal of his daughter,
had not been without thoughts even of fome

: of the Roman Knights ; he begged, that if

a husband were fought for Livia, Trpe-
R1Us would remember his friend, one whofe
ambition aimed no higher than the pure and
difinterefted glory of the affinity.  For he
would never abandon the burden of his
prefent truft, but hold it fufficient to be en-
abled to fupport his houfe againft the inju-
rious wrath of AGRIPPINA; and in this he
only confulted the fecurity of his children,
For himfelf; his own life would be abun-
dantly long, whenever finally fpent in the
miniftry of fuch a Prince.”

For 3 prefent anfwer, TIBERIUS praifed the

loyalty of SEJANUS, civilly recounted the in-
ftances of his own favours towards him, and
Iequired time, as it were for a thorough deli-
beration. At laft he made this reply 5 ¢ That

€

all other men were, in their purfuits, guided
' ¢ by
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by- the notions of conveniency ; far different
was the lot and fituation of Princes, who
were in their a&tions to confider chiefly the
applaufe and good liking of the public. He
therefore did not delude Seyanus with an
obvious and plaufible anfwer; that Livia
could herfelf determine whether, after
Drusus, fhe eught again to marry, or {till
perfift his widow, and that fhe had a mother
and grand-mother, nearer relations and more
interefted, to advife. He would deal more
candidly with him s and firft as to the en-
mity of AGRIPPINA, it would flame out
with frefh fury, if, by the marriage of L1via,
the family of the C.#£sars were reat, as it
were, into two contending parties; even as
things ftood, the emulation of thefe Ladies
broke into frequent fallies, and, by their
animofities, his grand-fons were inftigated
different ways. ‘What would be the confe-

« quence, if, by fuch a marriage, the firife

«
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were inflamed ;s For you are deceived, SE-

' JaANUs, if youthink to continue then in the

fame rank as now ; or that Livia, fthe who
was firft the wife of the young Caius
C £sAR, and afterwards of Drusus, will be
of a temper to grow old with a husband no
higher than a Roman Knight. Nay, allow-
ing that I fuffcred you afterwards to remain
what you are; do you believe that they
who faw her father, they who faw her bro-
ther, and the anceftors of our houfe, co-
vered with the fupreme dignities, will ever

‘ ¢ f{uffep
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¢ fuffer it? You, in truth, propofe, to ftand
¢« fll in the fame ftation; bur the great Ma-
¢« giftrates and Grandees of the ftate, thofe very
« Magiftrates and Grandees who, in fpight of
« yourfelf, break in upon you, and in all af-
¢ fairs court you as their Oracle, make no
“ fecret of maintaining that you have long
% fince exceeded the bounds of the Equeftrian
“ Order, and far outgone in power all the
“ confidents of my father; and from their
¢ hatred to you, they alfo cenfure me. But,
“ it {cems, AucusTus deliberated about giving
“ his daughter to a Roman Knight. Where
“ is the wonder, if, perplexed with a crowd
“ of diftratting cares, and apprized to what an
“ unbounded height above others he raifed
¢ whomfoever he dignified with fuch a match,
¢ he talked of ProcuLEIUs, and fome like
¢ him, remarkable for the retirednefs of their
“ life, and no wife engaged in the affairs of
“ ftate? But if we are influenced by the he-
¢ fitation of AucGustUs, how much more
« powerful is his decifion, fince he beftowed
¢ his daughter on AGRrIPPA, and then on me?
“ Thefe are confiderations which in friendthip
1 have not with-held; however, neither
% your own inclinations, nor thofe of Livia,
“ fhall be ever thwarted by me. The fecret
“ and conftant purpofes of my own heart to-
“ wards you, and with what further ties of
“ afhinity, 1 am contriving to bind you ftill
% fafter to me, I at prefent forbear to recount.
% Thus much only I will declare, that thete is

“ nothing
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 nothing=fo high, but thofe abilities, and your
¢ fingular zeal and fidelity towards me, may
¢ juftly claim, as, when opportunity prefents,
“ either in Scnate, or in a popular aflembly, I
¢ fhall not fail to teftify.”

In anfwer to this, SEjaNUs, no longer fol-
liciting the marriage, but filled with higher
apprehenfions, befought him “ to refift the
“ dark fuggeftions of fufpicion, to defpife the
“ pratings of the vulgar, nor to admit the ma-
 lignant breath of envy.” And as he was
puzzled about the crouds which inceffantly
haunted his houfe, left by keeping them off
he might impair his power, or by encouraging
them, furnith a handle for criminal imputations,
he came to this refult, that he would urge the
Emperor out of Rome, to fpend his life re-
mote from thence in delightful retirements.
From this counfel he forefaw many advantages;
‘upon himfelf would depend all accefs to the
Emperor; allletters and exprefles would, as the
foldiers were the carriers, be in great meafure
under his direttion ; in a little time the Prince,
now in declining age, and then foftened by
recefs, would more eafily transfer upon him
the whole charge of the Empire; he thould be
removed from the multitude of fuch as to
make their court, attended him at Rome, and
thence one fource of envy would be ftopt.  So
that by difcharging the empty phantoms of
power, he fhould augment the effentials. He
therefore began by little and little to rail at
the hurry of bufinefs at Rome, the throng of

people,
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people, the flock of fuitors; he applauded
<« retirement and quiet, where, while they
« were feparate from irkfome fatigues, nor ex-
< pofed to the difcontents and refentments of
« particulars, all affairs of moment were beft
¢ difpatched.”

OrroRTUNELY for SEJANUS, there hap-
pened about that time the trial of VoTiENUS
MoNTANUS, a man of celebrated wit; a trial
which determined T1BERIUS to fhun all affem-
blies of the fathers, and thence efcape hearing
the true and painful refletions which to his
face were there uttered. For, as VOoTIENUS
was charged with contumelious fpeeches againft
Casar ; Amivivus the witnefs, a man of the
fword, from a zeal to make good his evidence,
rehearfed every tittle he had heard, and, not-
withftanding the clamour raifed to ftop his
mouth, he perfitted in the detail with notable
obftinacy. By this means T1BERIUS heard the
bitter reproaches by which he was fecretly
goaded, and was fo firicken, that he waxed ve-
hement, and cried, ¢ he would inftantly clear
““ himfelf in their prefence, or before an af-
“ fembly of the people;” nor fcarce could
the prayers of his particular friends, and flat-
teries of all, calm him. Vorienus fuffered
the pains of treafon. For TiBERIUS having
learnt that he was upbraided with cruelty to-
wards the accufed, and growing thence more
obftinately cruel, punifhed AQuiLa with exile,
for adultery with Var1us L1Gur, though fhe
were already fentenced by LENTULUS GETU-

LICUS,

1
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L1cus, Conful ele&, to the penaltics of the
Julian law. He alfo razed ApIpTUS MERULA
from the lift of Senators, ¢ becdufe he had
“ not {worn upon the Alts of the deified
«“ Aucustus.”

NEexT were heard embaffadors from the
Lacedemonians and Meflenidns, about the right
that cach people claimed to the Temple of
Diana Limenetis, which the Lacedemonians
aflerted to be theirs, < founded in their terri-
“ tory, and dedicated by their anceftors,” and
offcred as proofs the ancient authority of their
Annals, and thc Hymns of the old Poetss
< It had been in truth taken from them by
¢ the fuperior forcc of PHiLip of Macedon,
« when at war with him, but afterwards
< reftored by the judicial decifion of JuLius
« CgsAr and MARc ANTHONY.” The Mefle-
nians, on the contrary, pleaded ¢ the ancient
< partition of Pcloponnefus amongft the de-
< {cendants of HERCULES, whence the territory
« where the Temple ftood, had fallen to their
« King, and the monuments of that allotment
<« ftill remained, engraven in ftone and old
<« tables of brafs; but, if the teftimony of
« Hiftories and Poets were appealed to, they
« themfelves had the moft and the fulleft.
« Nor had PuirLip, in his decifion, a&ted by
“ power, but from equity ; the fame afterwards
“ was the adjudgment of King ANTIGONUS,
“ the fame that of the Roman Commander
"« Mummius. Thus too the Milefians had
« awarded, thcy who were by both fides
N  chofen
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« chofen atbitrators; and thus laftly it had
« peen determined by Artipius GEMINUS,
« Przror of Achaia.” The Meflenians there-
fore gained the fuit. The citizens alfo of
Segeftum applied on behalf of the Temple of
Venus on Mount Eryx, ¢ which, having fallen
« through age, they defired might be reftored.”
They reprefented the ftory of its Origin and
Antiquity, a well plcaﬁng flattery to T1BER1US,
who frankly took upon himfelf the charge,
as kinfman to the Goddefs. Then was difcuffed
the petition ftom the citizens of Marfcilles, and
what they claimed according to the precedent
of PusLius RuTiLius, was approved; for
Ruririus, though by a law expelled from
Rome, had been by thofe of Smyrna adopted
a citizen; and as VOLCATIUS MOSCHUSg,
another exile, had found at Marfeilles the {fame
privilegeand reception, he had to their Republic,
as to his country, bequcathed his eftate.
THERE died this year thofe noble Romans,
CxEervs LENTULUS and Lucius DoMmitius.
LenTuLus to his public honours, thofe of the
Confulfhip, and the enfigns of triumph ovet
the Getulzans, had added that of private poverty
honourably borne, and afterwards the fplendor
of mighty wealth, virtuoufly acquired and
modeftly enjoyed. UponDomir1ius devolved
the luftre of his father, who in the Civil War
held the dominion of the fea, till he efpoufed
firlt the intereft of MARC ANTHONY, and anon
that of AvucusTus. His grand-father had

fallen for the caufe of the Patriots and Senate,
VoL. IL X in
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in the battle of Pharfalia. He himfelf was
chofen for the husband of the younger An-
TON14, daughter of Ocravia. He afterwards
led an army over the Elb, and advanced farther
into Germany than any Roman before him.
Thefe things procured him the enfigns of
triumph. There alfodied Lucius ANTONIUS,
of a race greatly illuftrious, but unhappy; for,
Jurius AntoN1us his father having fuffered
death for adultery with JuL 1A, AUuGcUsTUs
removed this Lucius, then a child, and the
grand-fon of his fifter, to the city of Marfeilles,
where, under the guife of his ftudics, the name
of his exile might be hid. To his death,
however, public honour was paid, and by a
decree of Senate his bones were repofited in
the tomb of the OcTavir.

During the fame Confuls, a bloody affaffi-
nation was perpetrated in the nethermoft Spain,
by a boor in the territory of Termes. By him
Lucius P1so, Governor of the Province, as he
travelled carelefs and unattended, relying on
the eftablifhed peace, was difpatched at one
deadly blow. The aflaflin, however, efcaped
to a foreft, by the flcetnefs of his horfe, and
‘there difmiffled him; from thence travelling
over rocks and pathlefs places, he baffled his
purfuers ; but his lurking lafted not long; for
his horfe being taken and fhewn through the
neighbouring villages, it was thence learned
who was the owner ; fo that he too was found :
but when put to the rack to declare his accom-

plices, he proclaimed with a mighty and affured
voice,
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voice, in the language of his country, that
« in vain they queftioned him; his affociates
< might ftand fafely by and witnefs his con-
< ftancy, for that no force of torturc could be
« {o exquifite as from him to cxtort a difco-
“ very.” Next day as he was dragged back
to the rack, he burft with a vehement effort
from his guard, and dafhed his head fo defpe-
rately againft a ftone, that he inftantly expircd.
Pr1so is believed to have been affaflinated by
aplot of the Termeftinians, as, in exacting the
rcpayment of fome money, feized from the
public, he acted with more afperity, than a
rough people could bear.

In the Confulthip of LENTULUs GETULICUS
and Carus Carvisius, the triumphal enfigns
were decreed to Popp £Us SABINUS, for having
routed fome clans of Thracians, who, living
wildly on the high mountains, acted thence
vith more daring outrage and contumacy.
The ground of their latc commotion, not to
mention the favage genius of the people, was
their fcorn and impaticnce, to fee recruits
raifed amongft them, and all their ftouteft men
lited in our armics, accuftomed as they were
not even to obey their native Kings further
than their own humour, nor to aid them
with forces but under Caprains of their own
chufing, nor to fight againft any cnemy but
their own borderers, Their difcontents too
wereinflamed by a ruthour then current amongft
them, that they were to be difperfed into dif-
ferent regions, exterminated from their own, -

X 2 and
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and to be mixed with other nations. But before
they began hoftilitics, they fent Embaffadors
to SABINUS, to rcprefent “ their paft friend-
“ fhip and fubmitlion, and that the fame fhould
“ continue, if they were provoked by no frefh
¢ impofitionss but if, like a people fubdued
‘ by war, they werc doomed to bondage;
“ they had able men and fteel, and {fouls
¢ determined upon liberty or death.” The °
Embafiadors, at the fame time, pointed to their
ftrong holds foundcd upon precipices, boafted
that they had thither conveyed their wives
and parents, and indeed threatened a war intri-
cate, hazardous, and bloody.

SaBiNus amufed them with gentle anf{wers,
till he could draw together his army, while
PomroNius LABEO was advancing with a
Lcgion from Mcefia, and King RHEMETALCES
with a body of Thracians who had not re-
nounced their allegiance. With thefe, and
what forces he had of his own, he marched -
towards the foe, now fettled in the paffes of
the foreft; fome, more bold, prefented them-
felves upon the hills.  Againft the laft, the
Roman General firft bent his forces in battley
and without difficulty drove them thence, but
with {mall {laughter of the Barbarians, becaufe
of their immediate refuge. Here he ftreight
raifed an encampment, and with a ftout band
took pofleflion of a hill, which extended with
an even narrow ridge fo the next fortrefs,
‘which was garrifoned by a great hoft of armed
sien and rabble; and as the moft refolute were,

in
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in the way of the nation, rioting without the
fortification in dances and fongs, he forthwith
difpatched againft them his felect archers. Thefe,
while they only poured in volleys of arrows
atadiftance, did thick and cxtenfive execution
but, approaching too near, were by a fudden
fally put in diforder. They were however
fupported by a Cohort of the Sigambrians,
purpofcly pofted by SABINUsin readinefs againft
an exigency, a people equally terrible in the
boifterous and mixed uproar of their voices
and arms.

HEe afterwards pitched his camp nearer to
the enemy, having in his former entrench-
ments left the Thracians, whom I have men-
tioned to have joined us. To them too was
permitted “ to lay wafte, burn, and plunder,
“ on condition that their ravages were con-
“ fined to the day, and that, at nights, they
¢ kept within the camp, fecure under guard.”
This reftriGion was at firlt obferved ; but anon,
falling into riot, as they grew opulent in
plunder, they negletted their guards, and re-
figned themfelves to gaiety and banquetting,
to the intoxication and floth of wine and flcep.
The enemy therefore, apprized of their negli-
genee, formed themfelves into two bands, one
to {ct upon the plunderers, the other to affault
the Roman camp, with no hopes of taking it,
but only that the foldiers, alarmed with fhouts
and darts, and all intent upon their own de-
fence, might not Hear the dinn of the other
battle; morcover, to heighten the terror, it

X 3 was
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. was to be done by night. Thofe who affailed
the lines of the lcgions, were cafily repulfeds
but the auxi'iary Thracians were terrified with
the fudden cncounter, as they wcre utterly
unprepared. Part of them lay along the en-
trenchments, many were roamingabroad ; and
both were {lain with the keener vengeance,
as they werc upbraided ¢« for fugitives and
 traitors, who bore arms to cftablifh {ervitude
“ over their country and themfclves.”
* NExT day SaBiNus drew up his army in
view of the enemy, on ground equal to both,
to try, if, elated with their fuccefs by night,
thev \vould venture a battle ; and, when thcy
ftill kept within the fortrefs, or on the clufter
of hills, hc began to begird them with afiege,
and ftrengthening his old lines, and adding
new, enclofed a circuit of four miles. Then,
to dcprive them of water and forage, he
fircichtened his entrenchment by degrecs,
and hemmed them in ftill clofer. A bulwark
was alfo raifed, whence the ecnemy, now within
throw, were annoyed with difcharges of
ftoncs, darts, and fire. But ncthing azs'rneved
them fo vchemently as thirft, whilt only a
fingle fountain remained amongft a huge mul-
titude of armed men and familiess their horfes
too and cattle, penned up with the people,
after ‘the bqrbqrous manner of the country,
perifhed for want of provender. Amongft the
carcafles of beaflts lay thofc of men, fome dead
of thirft, fome of their wounds, on all hands
a horrible fcene of putrefattion, ftench, and
loath-
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loathfomne(s. To thefe diftrefles alfo accrued
the laft and moft confummate of all calamities,
that of difcord; fome were difpofed’ to fik-
render, others propofed prefent death, and to
fall upon one another. There were fome too
who advifed a fally, and to die avenging their
dcaths. Nor were thefe laft mecan men, though
diffenting from the reft.

BuT one of their lcaders, his name Dinis,
aman flricken in years, by long experience
acquainted with the power and clemency of
the Romans, argued, ¢ that they muft lay
“ down their arms, the fame being the fole
“ cure for their prefling calamities,” and was
the firt who fubmitted, with his wife and
children to the conqueror. There followed
him all that were weak through fex or age,
and fuch as had a greater paflion for life than
glory. The young men were parted between
TarsAa and TurEsis, bota determined to fall
with liberty, but TARrsA declared earneftly
“ for inftant death, fince by it all hopes and
“ fears were at once to be extinguithed,” and,
fetting an example, buried his fword in his
breaft. Nor were there wanting fome who
difpatched themfelves the fame way. TURrEsis
and his band ftaid for night; of which our
General was aware. The Guards were there-
fore ftrengthened with extraordinary reinforce-
ments; and now with the night darknefs pre-
vailed, its horror heightened by outrageous
rain; the enemy too with tumultuous fhouts,
and by turns with profound filence, alarmed

X 4 and
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and puzzled the befiegers. SABINUS there-
fore going round the camp, warned the fol-
diers, < that they fhould not be mifguided by
<« the deceitful voice of uproar, nor truft to a
“ feigned calm, and thence open an advantage
“ to the enemy, who by thefe wiles fought
< it; but keep immovcably to their feveral
< pofts, nor throw their darts at random.”
IUST then came the Barbarians, pouring in
droves; here, with ftones, with wooden javelins
hardened in the fire, and with the “broken
limbs of trees, they battcrcd the palifade; there
with hurdles, faggots, and dead bodics, they
filled the trench. By others, bridges and lad-
ders, both before framed, were planted againft
the battlements, which they violently grappled
and tore, and ftruggled hand to hand with
thofe who oppofed them. The Romans, on the
other fide, beat them back with their bucklers,
drove 'hcm down with darts, and hurled upon
them great mural ftakes and heaps of ftoncs.
On both fides were powerful ftimulations; on
ours, the hopes of victory almoft gained, if we
perfifted, and thenée the more glaring infamy,
if we recoiled; on theirs, the laft ftruggle for
their life, moft of them too infpired with the
affecting prefence of their mothers and wives,
and made defperate by their dolorous wailings.
The night was an advantage to the cowardly
and the brave. Blows were dealt, the ftriker
knew not upon whom, and wounds received,
the wounded knew not whence: fuch was
the utter indiftin&tion of friend and foe. More-

over,
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over, the eccho from the cavities of the moun-
tain reprefented to the Romans the fthouts of
the enemy as behind them, and created fuch
general diforder and alarm, that in fome places
they deferted their lincs, as believing them
already broken and entered; yet fuch of the
cnemy as broke through were very few. All
the reft, their moft refolute champions being
wounded or flain, were at the returning light
driven back to their fort; where they were at
length forced to furrenders as did the places
circumjacent of their own accord. The re-
mainder could then be neither forced nor
famifhed; as they were protetted by a furious

winter, always fudden about Mount Hemus.
At Rome difcord thook the Prince’s family ;
and, to begin the feries of deftruction which
was to cnd in AGRIPPINA, CLAUDIA PULCHRA
her coufin was accufed, DomiTIUs AFER the
accufer.  This man, juft out of the Prerorthip,
in eftimation {mall, but hafty to fignalize him-
{elf by fome notable exploit, however heinous,
alledged againft her the “ crimes of proftitu-
“ tion, of adultery with FUrRN1Us, of magical
“ execrations, and poifon prepared againft the
“ life of the Empcror.” AGRIPPINA, ever
vehement, and then in a flame for the peril
of her kinfwoman, flew to T1BERIUS, and by
c¢hance found him facrificing to the Emperor
his father. Having got this handle for upbraiding
him, fhe told him, “ that it ill became the
:: fame man to flay victims to the deified Au-
;. GUSTUs, and to perfecute his childrens his
‘ “ divine
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¢ divine fpirit was not transfufed into dumb
¢ Statues; the genuine images of AuGcusTus
¢ were the living defcendents from his celcftial
¢ blood ; the herfelf was one, one fenfible of
“ impending danger, and now in the mournful
¢ ftate of a fupplicant. In vain were foreign
¢ crimes pretended againft PuLcHrA, when
¢ the only caufe of her concerted overthrow
was her affettion for AGriprina, foolifhly
carried even to adoration; forgetful as fhe
was of the fate of Sosia, a condemned fuf-
ferer for the fame fault.” All thefe bitter
words drew {mall anfwer from the dark breaft
of TiBer1US; he rebuked her, by quoting a
Greek verfe, < that {he was thercfore aggrieved,
< becaufe the did not reigni” PurcHra and
FurNrIus were condemned. AFER, having
thus difplayed his genius, and gained a decla-
ration from TIBERIUs, pronouncing him
eloquent in his own independent right, was
ranked with the moft celebrated Orators.
Afterwards, in profecuting accufations, or in
prote&ting the accufed, he flourithed more in
the fame of eloquence than in that of upright-
nefs. Old age, however, eminently funk the
credit and vigour of his eloquence, whilft, with
parts decayed, he ftill retained a paflion for
haranguing.

AcGripprina fiill foftering her wrath, and
feized too with a bodily diforder, received the
Emperor, come purpofcly to fee her, with
many tears and long filence. At laft fhe
accofted him with invidious expoftulations and

prayers,

[13
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prayers, that he would relieve her folitude,
¢ and give her a husband. She was ftill en-
“ dowed with proper youth ; to virtuous women
¢« there was no confolation but that of marriage,
¢« and Rome afforded illuftrious men, who
“ would readily affent to entertain the wife of
¢ GerMaNicus, and his children.” TiBE-
RIUS was not ignorant to what mighty power
in the State that demand tendeds but, that
he might betray no tokens of refentment or
fear, he left her, though inftant with him,
without an anfwer. This paflage, not related
by the Authors of our Annals, I found in the
Commentaries of her daughter AGRIPPINA,
her who was the mother of the Emperor
NEro, and has publifhed her own life, with
the fortunes of her family.

As to AcrirpiNa, flill grieving and void
of forefight, fhe was yet more fenfibly difmayed
by an artifice of SEJaNUs, who employed fuch
as under colour of friendfhip warned her,
“ that poifon was prepared for her, and that
“ fhe muft thun ecating at her father-in-law’s
“ tabke.” She was a ftranger to all diflimu-
Jation; fo that as fhe fat ncar him at table,
fhe continued ftatcly and unmoved ;s not a
word, not alook efcaped her, and fhe touched
no part of the meat. TiBERTUS obferved her,
whether accidentally, or that he was before
apprized, and, to be convinced by a more
powerful experiment, praifing the apples that
ftood before him, prefented fome with his own
hand to his daughter-in-law. This only

2 incrcafcd
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increafed the fufpicion of AGRIPPINA, and,
without cver putting them to her mouth,
Ahe delivered them to the waiters. For all
this, the referved TiBerius let not a word
drop from him openly, but, turning to his
mother, ¢ It was no wondcr, he {aid, if he
¢ had really taken harfh meafures with her
« who thus charged him as a poifoner.” Hence
a rumour {pread, « that her doom was con-
« trived, and that the Emperor, not daring to
<« purfue it publicly, chofe to have her difpatched
“ in fecret.”

TIBERIUS, as a means to divert upon other
matters the popular talk, attended afliduoufly
the deliberations of the Senate, and there heard
for many days the feveral Embafladors from
Afia, mutually contending, ¢ in what city
« fhould be built the Temple lately decreed.”
For this honour cleven cities ftrove, with equal
ambition, though different in power; nor did
- the pleas urged by all, greatly vary, namely,
“ the antiquity of their original, and their
¢ diftinguithed zeal for the Roman people,
¢ during thcir feveral wars with PERSEUS,
“ ArisToNICUS, and other Kings.” But, the
Trallians, the Laodiceans, the Magnefians, and
thofe of the Hypzxpis, were at once difmifled,
as infufficient for the charge. Nor, in truth,
had they of Ilium, who reprefented, ¢ that
 Troy was the mother of Rome,” any fupe-
rior advantage, befides the glory of antiquity.
The plea of the Halicarnaflians took fome
fhort confideration; they affested, “ that for

“ewelve
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<« tweive hundred years, no earthquake had
¢ fhaken their town, and that they would fix
“ in a folid rock the foundations of the
« Temple.” The fame confiderations were
urged by the inhabitants of Pergamus, where
already was ereted a Temple to AUGUSTUS; a
diftinétion which wasjudged fufficient forthem.
The cities too of Ephefus and Miletus feemed
fully employed in the ceremonies of their own
diftin& Decitics, the former in thofe of Diana,
the other in thofe of Apollo. Thus the dif-
pute was confined to Sardes and Smyrna. The
firlt recited a decree of the Etrurians, which
owned them for kinfmen; < for that. Tyr-
“ RHENUs and Lypus, fons of King ATys,
* having between them divided their people,
becaufe of their multitude, Lypus refettled
in his native country, and it became the lot
of TYRRHENUS to find out a frefh refidences
and by the names of thefe chiefs the parted
people came afterwards to be called, Ly-
dians in Afia, Tyrrhenians in Italy. That
the opulence of the Lydians fpread yet far-
ther, by their Colonies fent under PELOPS
into Greece, which from him afterwards
took its name.” They likewife urged “the
letters of our Generals, their mutunal leagues
- with us during the war of Macedon, their
. Plenty of rivers, temperate climate, and the
fertility of the circumjacent country.”

THE Smyrneans having likewife recounted
their ancient eftablifhment, ¢ whether TAN-
¢ T1aALUs, the fon of Jupiter, or THESEUS, the

fon
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“ fon alfo of a God, or one of the old Ama-
“ zons, were their founder,” proceeded to
confiderations in which they chicfly trufted,
their friendly oflices to the Roman pcople,
having aided them with a naval force, not in
their forcign wars only, but in thofe which
infefted Italy « It was they who firft reared
“ a Temple to the city of Rome, in the Con-
fulthip of MARCUS PORCIUS, then, intruth,
when the power of the Roman people was
already mighty, but howcever nor yet raifed
to its higheft glory; for the city of Car-
thage ftill frood, and potent Kings governed
Afia. Witnefs too their gmcmhty toSyLLA,
when the condition of his army, rcady to
famifh in a cruel winter and a {carcity of
“ cloaths, being rclated to the Citizens of
« Smyrna then aflembled, all that were pre-
fent divefted themfelves of their rayments,
and fent them to our Legions.”  Thus when
the votes of the Senators were gathered, the
pretenfions of Smyrna werce p;ereucd. It was
-alfo moved by Visius Marsus, that MArcus
Leripus, to whom the province of Afia had
fallen, fhould be attended by a Legate cxtra-
ordinary to fupervife the building of the Tem-
.ples and as Lepipus himiclf, through mo-
defty, declined to chufe one, feveral who had
been Prators were drawn by lot, and the lot

fell upon VALERIUS Naso.
IN the mean time, according to a purpofe
long meditated, and from time to time de-
ferred,
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ferred, T1BERIUs at laft retired to Campania,
in profcfﬁon to dedicate a Temple to Jupiter
at Capua, and one at Nola to AuGUsTUs; but
in truth determined to remove, for ever, from
Rome. The caufe of his departure I have
before referred to the ftratagems of SEJANUSs;
but though in it I have followed moft of our
authors, yet, fince after the execution of Sg-
janus, he perfifted for fix years in the like
dark recefs, I am rather influenced by a fironger
probability, that the ground of his abfence is
more juftly to be afcribed to his own {pirit,
while he ftrove to hide in the fhades of {oli-
tude, what in dccds he proclaimed, the rage
of his cruclty and luft. There were thofe
who believed that, in his old age, he was
athamed of the figure of his perfons for he
was very lean, long and flooping, his head
bald, his face ulcerous, and for the moft be-
{meared with falvess he was moreover wont,
during his recefs at Rhodes, to avoid the pub-
lic, and cover his debauches in fecrecy. It
is alfo related, that he was driven from Rome
by the reftlefs afpiring of his Mother, whom
he fcorned to admit a partner in the Sove-
reignty, nor yet could intirely feclude, fince
as her gift he had reccived the Sovercignty
itfelf.  For, Aucustus had dcliberated about
fetting GErmaNICUs at the head of the Ro-
man ftate, his fifter’s grand-fon, and onc adored
by all men; but, fubdued by the follicitations
of his wife, he adopted T1BerIUS, and caufed
T1BERIUS to adopt GErRMANIcUs. With this

grandcur
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grandeur of her own procuring, Livia up-
braided her fon, and even reclaimed it.

Hi1s going was narrowly accompanied by
onc Senator, Cocce1us NERva, formerly Con-
ful, and accomplifhed in the knowledge of the
Laws, and, befides SEjaNus, by one dignificd
Roman Knight, Curtius Articus. The reft
were men of Letters, chiefly Grecks, whofe
converfation pleafed and amufed him. The
skilled in Aftrology declared, ¢ That he had
left Rome in fuch a conjun&ion of the Pla-
“ nets, as for cver to exclude his return.”
Hence a fource of deftrution to many, who
conjeCturcd his end to be at hand, and pub-
lithed their conjeltures; for, it was an event
too incredible to be forefeen, that for eleven
years he fhould of choice be withdrawn from
his country. The fequel difcovered the. fhort
bounds between the art and the falthood of
the art, and what obfcurities perplex even the
fa@ts which it happens to foretell. Thar he

ould uwever return to Rome, proved not to
be falfly faid ; as to every thing elfe about him
they were perfeitly in the dark, fince he ftill
lived, never far diftant, fometimes in the ad-
jacent champain, fomectimes on the neighbour-
ing fhore, often under the very walls of the
city, and died at laft in the fulnefs and extre-
mity of age.

THeRE happened to TIBERIUs, about that
time, an accident, which, as it threatened his
life, fed the empty Prognoftics at Rome; but
to himfelf proved matter of more confidence

I in
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in the friendfhip and faith of SEyaNus. They
were eating in a Cave at a villa, thence called
Spelunca, berween the Amyclean fea and the
mountains of Fundi. It was a native cave,
and its mouth fell fuddenly in, and buried
under it fome of the attendants; hence dread
feized all, and they who were cclebrating the
entertainment, fled. As to SEJANUSs, he co-
vered the Emperor’s body with his own, and
ftooping upon his knees and hands, expofed
himfelf to the defcending ruin. Such was the
pofturec he was found in by the foldiers who
came to their relicf. He grew mightier from
thence; and being now confidered by Ti1BE-
RIUs as onc regardlefs of himfelf, all his coun-
fels, however bloody and deftructive, were
litencd to with blind credulity 5 fo that he
aflumed the office of a Judge againft the off-
fpring of GERMANICUs, and fuborned fuch as
were to al the parts of accufers, and efpeci-
ally to purfue and blacken NERO, the next in
fucceflion, a young prince modeft indeed, but -
forgetful of that reftraint and circum{pection
which his prefent fituation required. He was
mifguided by his freedmen and the rctainers to
his houfe, who, eager to be mafters of power,
animated him with intemperatc counfels,
“ That he would fhew a fpirit refolute and
¢ affured; it was what the Roman people
“ withed, what the armies longed for; nor
“ would Sejanvus dare then to refift, though
“ he now equally infulted the tamenefs of an
¥ old man, and the floth of a young one. ”
Vour. IL Y WHILE
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WhHhiLE he liftened to thefe and the like
fuggeftions, therc cfcaped him, no expreflions,
in truth, of any criminal purpofe, but fome-
times fuch as were refentful and ungunarded s
thefe were catched up by the fpics placed up-
on him, and charged againft him with aggra-
vations ; neithcr was he allowed the privilege
of clearing himfelf. Several threatcning ap-
pearances morcover difmayed him ; fome avoid-
ed to meet him ; others having juft paid him
the falute, turned inftantly away 5 many, in the
midft of converfation, broke off and left him,
while the creatures of SEJaNUs ftood ftill feas-
lefly by, and fnecred upon him. For TiBe-
RIUS ; he always entertained him with a ftern
face, or a hollow {mile; and whether the
youth fpoke or faid nothing, there were crimes
in his words, crimes in his filence. Nor was
he fafc even in the dead of night, fince his
uncafinefs and watchings, nay, his very fighs
and dreams were, by his wife, divulged to her
mother Livia, and by LiviA to SEjANUS,
who had alfo drawn his brother DRuUsus into
the combination, by tempting him with the
immediate profpe& of Empire, if his elder bro-
ther, already finking, were once fet effectually
afide. The genius of Drusus, naturally furi-
ous, inftigated befides by a paflion for power,
and by the ufual hate and competition between
brothers, was further kindled by the partiality
of AGrIPPINA, who was fonder of NERO
However, SEJaNUs did not fo far favour Dru-
sus, but that againft him too he was even then

I : ripening



BooklV. of TACITUS. 313

ripening the ftudied meafures of future de-
ftruction, as he knew him to be violent, and
thence more obnoxious to {nares. '

IN the end of the year departed thefe emi-
nent perfons, AsiN1us AGrippa, of anccftors
more illuftrious than ancient, and in his own
charalter not unworthy of them; and Quin-
tus HATERIUs, of a Senatorian family, and
himfelf, while he yet lived, famous for Elo-
quence; but the monuments of his genius,
fince publifhed, are not equally efteemed. In
truth, he prevailed more by rapidity than ac-
curacy ; infomuch that, as the elaborate com-
pofitions of others flourifh after them, fo that
enchanting melody of voice in HATERIUS,
with that fluency of words which was per-
fonal to him, died with him.

In the Confulthip of Marcus LiciNius
and Lucrus CALPURNIUS, the cafualty of an
inftant, its beginning unforefeen, and ended
as foon as begun, equalled in calamity the
flaughter and overthrow of mighty armies.
One AriLius had undertaken to ere@ an
Amphitheatre at Fidena, there to exhibit a
combat of Gladiators; he was of the race of
freedmen, and as he began it from no exu-
berance of wealth, nor to court popularity
amongft the inhabitants, but purely for the
meannefs of gain, he ncither cftablithed folid
foundations, nor raifed the timber-work with
fufficient compa@tnefs. Thither thronged from
Rome thofe of every fex and age, eager for
fuch fhews, as during the reign of TIBERIUS

- Y 2 they



316 The Axiars Book IV,

they were debarred from diverfions at home ;
and, the ncarer the place, the greater the
crouds. Hence the calamity was the more
dreadful ; for, as the Theatre was furcharged
with the multitude, the ftruGture burft, and
finking violently in, while its extremities ruftied
inrpctuoufly out, huge was the prefs of people,
who, intent upon the Gladiators within, or
gathcred round the walls, were crufhed by the
deadly ruin, and cven buried under it. And
verily, they who in the firlt fury of the havock
were {mitten with final death, efcaped, as far
as in fuch a doleful difafter they could efcape,
the mifery of torture; much more to be
lamented were thofe, who, bereft of joints and
picces of their body, were yet not forfaken of
life s thofe who by day could with thcir eyes
behold their wives and children imprifoned in
the fame ruins, and by night could diftinguith
them by their groans, and_ howlings.

Now others from abroad excited by the {ad
tidings, found here their feveral forrows; one
bewailed his brother, one his kinfman, an-
other his parents: cven they whofe friends or
kindred were abfent on a different account,
were yet terrified 5 for, as it was not hitherto
diftinétly known upon whom the deftruction
had lighted, the dread was widened by uncer-
tainty. When the ruins began to be removed,
g reat was the concourfe of the living about the
dead, Frequent the kiffes and embraccs of
tendcrncfs and forrow, and even frequent the
contention about the propriety of the dead,

where
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wheré the features diftorted by death or bruifes,
or where parity of age or refemblance ot per-
fon, had confounded the flain, and led into
miftakes their feveral claimers.  Fifty thoufand
people were deftroyed or maimed by this fad
ftroke; it was therefore for the future pro-
vided by a decree of Senate, ¢ That no man
< under the qualification of four hundred thou--
« fand fefterces 2, fhould exhibit the fpeétacle
¢ of Gladiators, and no Amphitheatre fhould
“ pc founded but upon ground manifeftly
“ folid.” AriLius was punifhed with exilc.
Now during the freth pangs of this calamity,
the doors of the Grandees were thrown open,
medicines were every where furnithed, and by
proper hands adminiftered ; and at that junéture
the City, though forrowful of afpe&, feemed
to have recalled the public {pirit of the anci-
cnt Romans, who, after great battles, con-
ftantly relieved the wounded, fuftained them
by liberality, and reftored them with care.
THE public agonjes from this terrible blow,
were not yet deadened, when another fuper-
vened, and the City felt the affli&tion and vio-
lence of fire, which with uncommon rage
utterly confumed Mount Cazlius. “ It was a
“ deadly and mournful year, they faid, and
“ under boding omens the Prince had formed
“ the defign of his abfence.” It is the way-
of the multitude, who to malignant coanfels
are wont to afcribe events altogether fortuitous,

a2 About ten thoufand Crowns,

Y 3 But
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But the Emperor diflipated their murmurs, by
beftowing on each fufferer money to the value
, of his fufferings; hence he had the thanks of
men of rank, in.the Senate, and was by the
populace rewarded with applaufes ¢ for that,
« without the views of ambition, without thc
< application of friends, he had, of his own
“ acgord, even foughtjout the unknown, and
“ by his bounty relieved them.” It was like-
wife moved and decrced in Senate, ¢ That
« Mount Celius thould be for the future ftiled
“ Mount Augnuftus, fince there the Statue of
« TiBEr1US, flanding in the houfe of Jun1us
 the Senator, efcaped unhurt in the flames,
« though devouring all round them.” It was
remembered, ¢ that the fame rare exemption
¢ had formerly happened to CLAUDIAQUINTA,
<« that her Statue being twice fpared by the
“ fury of fire, had thence been placed and
¢ confecrated by our anceftors in the Temple
« of the Mother of the Gods. Thus facred
<« were the Claudian race, and decar to the
¢ Deiries, and therefore the place, where the
¢ Gods had teftified fuch mighty honour to-
« wards the Pnnce, ought to be dlgmﬁcd with
“ confecration.”

It will not be impertinent to infert here,
that this Mount was of old named Qserque-
tulanys, from a grove of Oak which grew
thick uponit. It was afterwards called Moans
Calius, from CzLEs VIBENNA, who, having
led to Rome a body of Tuftan auxiliaries, was
prefented with that fettlement by TarQui-

NIU$
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~1us Priscus, or fome other of our Kings,
for in this particular writers differ; about
other circumftances there remains no difpute,
that thefe forces were very numerous, and cx-
tended their dwellings all along the plain be-
low, as far as the Forum. Hence the Tu/can
Sfireet, {o called after thefe ftrangers. _

Bur as the univerfal zeal of the great men,
and the bounties of the Prince, had admini-
ftered public relief againft the blind blows of
fortune ; {o the ftudied fury of the accufers,
which grew daily more prevailing and deadly,
rioted in deftru&tion without controul or alle-
viation. QUINCTILIUS VARUs, a wealthy
man and the Emperor’s coufin, was affailcd
by DoMiTIus AFER, the fame who had pro-
cured the condemnation of Craupia Pur-
CHRA his mother ; por did any man wonder
that he who had long lived necedy, and al-
ready wafted the reward lately earned, thould
be prompt to engage in frefh iniquity and
fpoil. The amazement was, that PusLIUSs
DoLaBELLA appeared his affociate in the accu-
fation, becaufe, as he was nobly defcended, he
fhipwrecked, by fuch proftitution, the antient
glory of his houfe, and, being the kinfman of
Varus, was wilfully fpilling his own blood.
The Senate, however, flemmed the procefs,
and voted, « That the Emperor’s return was
“ to be awaited ;” a temporary refuge, and
'th_cl only one againft thefc pointed and urging
evils,

Y 4 TIBERIUS,
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TIBERIUS, having dedicated the Temples in
Campania, though he had by an Edi& warned
the public, ¢ that none fhould interrupt his
< quiet,” and though foldicrs were pofted to
kecp off all confluence from the neighbouring
towns; neverthelefs, hating the towns them-
fclves, and the colonies, and every part in the
continent, imprifoned himfelf in Caprez, an
Ifland disjoined from the point of the Cape of
Surrentum by a channcl of three miles. I
fhould chiefly believe that he was taken with
its folitude, as the fea about it is void of ha-
vens, as the ftations for the {malleft veflels are
few and difficult, and as none could put in
unperceived by the Guards. The genius of the
climate is mild in winter, from the fhelter of
a mountain which intercepts the rigour of the
winds ; its fummecrs are refrefhed by gales from
the Weft, and the {ea open all round it, makes
a delightful view. From thence too was be-
held a moft lovely landskip, before the erupti-
_ons of Mount Vefuvius had changed the face
of the profpe&. It is the tradition of fame,
that the Greeks occupied the oppofite region,
and that Caprce was particularly inhabited by
the Teleboi. However it were, TIBERIUS
then confined his retircment to twelve Villas,
their namgs famous of old and their ftructure
fumptuous. And the more intent he had for-
merly been upon public cares, he became now |
fo much the more buried in dark debauches,"
and refigned over to mifchievous privacy, for,
there remained fill in him his old bent to

fufpicions,
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fufpicions, and rafh faith in informers, quali-
tics which even at Rome SjaNvus had always.
foftered, and here inflamed more vigoroufly ;
his devices againft AGrIPPINA and NERO be-
ing no longer a fecret. About them Guards
were placed, by whom cvery petty circum-
ftance, the meflages they fent or received, their
vifits and company, their open behaviour, their
private converfation, were all, as it were, mi-
nuted into journals. There were others too
inftruéted to warn them to fly to the armies in
Cermany, or that, embracing the Statue of the
deified Aucustus in the great Forum, they
would there implore the aid and protetion of
the Senate and people of Rome. And thefe
counfels, though rejeCted by them, were fa-
thered and charged upon them, as juft ripe for
execution.

Junius SiLaNus and SiLius NERvA being
Confuls, the year began tragically, as TiT1us
SABINUs, an illuftrious Roman Knight, was
hurtied to prifon, his crime a conftant friend-
fhip for GErMaNIcUs, whofe wife and chil-
dren, he only of all his followers, never ceafed
to reverence, never ceafed to frequent them at
home, ncver to attend them in public; a con-’
ftancy applauded by the good, and grievous to-
their perfecutors. There combined againft him
LaTiNtus Latiaris, Porcius Cato, PETI-
L1us RuFus, and Marcus Ops1us, who have-
lng been all Prators, were now all paflionate
for the Confulfhip, to which there was no
accefs but by Sejanus, and the kindnefs of

SEJA:
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SEJaNUs to be purchafed only by iniquity.
It was fettled amongft them, that LaTIiARIs,
who had a {fmall acquaintance with SaBINUS,
fhould manage the-guile, the reft be witneffes,
and then all toocthcr bcgm the accufanon
EATIARIs therefore accofted him at firft with
occafional difcourfe, and then proceeded to
praife his conftancy, ¢ that he had not, like
« others, been only a friend to that family in
« jts glory, and deferted it in afflition.” He
at the fame time fpoke noble things of GEr-
MANICUS, and bewailed AcrippiNA. This
affeGted SaBINUs s and, as the human foul is
foftened by calamity and forrow, he burft into
tears and complaints, and, being heated, in-
veighed daringly againft SEjaNUSs, his cruelty,
his pride, his traiterous defigns; nor, in truth,
did TiBerius efcape his invettives. And
now, as if they had mutually trufted each other
with matters fecret and forbidden, this their
converfation created a thew of clofe friendthip s
fo that SaBINUSs henceforward fought out La-
TI1ARIS, frequented his houfe, and carried to
him, as to a moft faithful confident, all hlS
griefs and difcontents.

“THE next confultation was, how to have
théfe complaints and invedtives uttered in the
hearing of all four; for, the place in which
they met to over-hear, muft retain a folemn
look of fecrecy; and if they ftood behind the
door, there was danger of being fpied, or their
own noife might difcover thcm or perhaps
fomc {udden apprehenfion mwht tcmpt‘ SABI-

NUS
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~Nus to infpeét.  They thercfore chofe the void
-over head, between the roof of the houfe and
the covering of the room. Into this lurking-
hole thruft themf{elves three Roman Senators,
a concealment as vile, as the treachery for
which they did it, was cxecrable, and there
bafely liftened, with their cars laid to the
chafms and crannics. LATIiARIs the while
-found out SaBiNuUs abroad, and, as if full of
fome late difcoveries which he meant to re-
count, drew him home, and into the fubdo-
lous chamber ; there he difplayed the paft and
inftant crueltics (for of both there was abun-
dant flore) with an accumulation too of freth
and impending terrors. SABINUS then took
up his former detail and refentments, and even
with greater prolixity, as the difcharges of grief
once broached, are with difficulty reftrained.
This was enough; the accufation was forth-
with difpatched, and, in a written Memorial
to TiBeRr1vus, thefe Senators opened the order
and dexterity of the fraud, and made him a
narrative of their own deteftable infamy. At
no time was the city ever feized with deeper
anxiety and dread; one relation feared an-
other; men were afraid to meet, afraid to
difcourfe; filence and diftruft extended’ to
ftrangers and acquaintance, and both were
equally avoided; even things dumb and ‘in-
animate, roofs and walls, raifed terror and cir-
cum{pection.

The Emperor fent prefently a Letter to the
Sepate, and, after the ufnal compliment and

wifh
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wifh at the entrance of the new ycar, fell
upon SaBINUs. He charged him with « have-
“ ing corrupted fome of his fervants, and
« axmed at his own lifes” and, in words no
wife obfcure, required vengeance. The con-
demnation paffed without delay, and the con-
demncd was dragged away to inftant dcath.
His head was muffled in his robe, and his
throat girt with arope; but, as far as he could
exerr his voice, he cried, ¢ That with thefe
#¢ folemnities the year began, and fuch were
“¢ the victims flain to SEjaNus.” Which cver
way he’ caft his eyes, whither foever he di-
reCted his words, nought appeared but the
cffets of univerfal terror, even flight and foli-
tude, All along, as he paﬁed the people dif-
appcarcd, the fireets were empty, the public
places deferted. There were fome who have-
ing fled, rcturned, and again fhewed them-
fcIves drecading this very thmg,, that they had
difcovered dread. « What day, they cried,

“"will be free from executions? when even in
“ the midft of public affemblies, in the midft
« of vows and facrifices, a time when cuftom
« has cftablifhed a forbearance even from pro-
<« fane words, fetters and halters are yet exer-
« cifed? It is not at random that TIBERIUS
“ has thus dong an action fo publicly odious ;
¢ it is a ftudied artifice. He would not be
“ thought to debar the new Magiftrates from
< their ancient privilege of ogcning the prifons
“ as well as the temples. SaBINUSs is there-
« fore, during the Feftival, ¢xecuted withaut
' “imo
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« imprifonment.” Therc followed his Lettet
of thanks to the Scnate, * for having punithed
“ an cnemy to the Commonwealth.” He
added, ¢ that he lived a life of fear and folli-
¢ citude, in conftant apprehenfions of the
< f{narcs of his cnemies,” but named nonc.
It was, however, no wife doubted that AGrie-
pINA and NErRo were defigned.

WERE it not my purpofe to refer the feveral
incidents to their proper year, my {pirit longs
to poftponc the immediate events, and inftantly
to rclate the juft doom of LaTiaris, Opsius,
and the other "contrivers of this perfidious
wickednefs, not only after CaLiGULA came
to the Empire, but even while TIBERIUS yet
reigned, who, though he would not f{uffer the
minifters of his cruelties to be crufhed by
others, yet, as he generally became furfeited
with their infamy, and as freth ones daily
offered for the fame vile fervices, was himfelf
wont to hew down the old and over odious.
But, we fhall in its order remember the fevere
fate of thefe and other fons of blood. Now
AsiN1Uus GALLUS, to whofe children Acrip-
PINA was aunt, moved “ that the Prince thould
“ bedefired to explain his fears, and {uffer the
“ Senate to remove the caufcs.” TIBERIUS
was fonder of his diflimulation than of all his
other virtues; for fuch he conceived it. He
therefore took it the more heinoufly to find
thus laid open what he anxioufly fmothered.
But SEjaNUs mollified him; not from any
love to GaLLus, but to wait the lingering

grada-
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« gradations of the Prince’s vengearice; for, he
knew him flow in ripening his wrath, but
that aftcr-the fidt eruption, he would be fure
to link tragical executions to fad denunciations.
About the fame time died JurLia, grand-
daughter to Augustus, by him condemned
for adultery, and banithed to the ifland Tri-
metus, not far from the coaft of Apulia. She
there fuffered exile twenty years, fuftained by
sclicf from Aucusta, who having by dark
devices difpatched, in the midft of their hopcs
and glory, the brothers of JurL1a, made a
public fhew of compaflion towards others of
the family, when under the preflures of adver-
fity.

THE famc year the Frifians, a people beyond
the Rhine, rebelled, rather enraged by our
avarice, than impatient of allegiance. The
tribute laid on them by Drusvus, was -eafy,

" and fuited to their poor fubftance ; namely, “to
« furnifh certain hides for the ufes of the fol-
« diers.” Nor did any-one think or infit on
the particular fize or thicknefs, till OLENN1US,
an officer fent to govern them, having pro-
cured the large hides of fome wild bulls, de-
manded that according to that meafure the
tribute thould be paid; a hard task even upon
any nation, and to the Germans the more
intolerable, as their forefts abound in beafts of
mighty bulk, and their domeflic cattle are
very fmall. Yet they bore a ferics of oppref-
fions, firft parted with the herds themfelves,
next refigned their lands, latt of all furrendered

- their
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their wives and children to bondage. Hence
much bitternefs and anguifh, and fad com-
plaints. But as thefe brought no relaxation,
grown at laft defperate, they fought relief from
war. At once they rufhed upon the foldiers ap-
pointed over the tribute, and hanged them on
gibbets. OLENN1USs by flight prevented their
vengeance, and found fanétuary in a neigh-
bouring caftle, its name Flevum, fituated on
the {ea coaft, and garrifoned by a ftout band
of foldiers, Romans and Auxiliaries.

Lucius AproN1us, Governor of the lower
Germany, as {foon as he was apprized of the
infurre®tion, called down, from the upper
province, fome companies of the Legions,
with the choice auxiliary foot and horfes and,
carrying his army down the Rhine, made 2
defcent on the Frifians; the revolters having
now abandoned the fiege of the caftle, and
marched back to cover their own country.
He therefore, by bridges and caufeways laid
over the neighbouring fenns, rendered them
paflable to the body of his forces; and in the
mean while, having difcovered certain fordable
places, he commanded the cavalry of the Cani-
nefates and all the German foot in our pay, to
furround the rear of the enemy, who, being
already drawn up in battle, repulfed the focial
troops, and even fome legionary horfe, fent
to {upport them. So that a frefh aid was or-
dered of three Cohorts, then two more, and,
after fome fpace, the whole cavalry of the
Legions; forces fuflicient, had they fallen on

in
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“in a body ;_but as they advanced by intcrvals,
‘they not’ only infpired no frefh courage into
thofec who were already difordered, but Were
‘themfelves carried away by the fright of fuch
-asfled. .To CETHEGUSs LAaBEO, thercfore,
Legate of the fifth Legion, he committed all
‘the reft of the auxiliary troops. But he too,
‘being hardly befet, and his men in danger of
giving way, difpatched mcffages to implorc
the intire force of the Legions. Thofe of the
fifth ran befos the reft to his relicf, and, in
a fharp encouriter, repulfing the foe, protetted
our Cohorts and Cavalry, muchenfeebled with
‘wounds. The Roman General ncither purfued
-his vengeance, nor even buried the dead, though
‘many Tribunes, many horfe oflicers, and many
-Centurions of the firft rank, were flain. It
was afterwards learnt from deferters, that nine
‘hundred Romans, having the whole night long
defended themfelves in the wood called Badu-
henna, were every man cut off; and that an-
other band of four hundred, having poffefled
themfelves of a feat of one CRUPTORIX, once
our tributary, and coming to fear being deli-
vered into the hands of the enemy, had fallen
by the hands of one another.

.HeNCcE the name of the Frifians became
renowned amongft the Germans, whilft T1BE-
r1us diffembled the public lofs, that he might
truft no man-with the condu&t of the war.
For the Senate, it was no part of their anxiety,
what difgraces were received on the extremities
of the Empire : domeftic terror had pofiefled
.- ‘ their
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their fouls, a diftemper for which they:{ought
a cure from flattery; infomuch, that.: theugh
they met upon far different deliberations, yet
they decreed « an Altar to Clemency, an Altar
¢ to Friendthip, and round them the: Statues
“of TIBERIUS and SEJANUS;” and, with
repeated fupplications importuned both, -« that
“ they would pleafe to afford their prefence to
“« the public.” But, with all thefe intreaties,
they neitheér vifited Rome, nor the neighbonr-
hood of Rome. To them it feemed conde-
{cenfion fufficient, juft to leave the ifland, and
{uffer themfelves to be. feen on the thore of
Campania, Thither crouded the Senators, the
Knights, and gredt part of the people, all foli-
citous for admiflion to SEyaNUs, who was
harder of accefs than the Emperor; nor was it
at all to be obrained but by being confederate
with him in his counfels and putfuits, or by
courting thofe that were. It was abundantly
apparent that his natural arrogance was exalted,
from furveying thatAilthy hoft of flaves, fpread
all abroad, and crouching before him. For
at Rome the throng of fycophants were not
fo diftin@tly perceived; the greatnefs of the
City, the ordinary hurry of men, and variety
of affairs, rendered it uncertain whither the

went, or whence they came.  But here they
appeared in a body, the noble agd mean, lying
along on the fields and fhoreg, dgys and nights,
no diftin@tion of ranks, the Wifinefs of all the
fame, and bore with equal patience the favour

and infults of his porters, till they were finally
VovL. IL Z forbid
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- forbid to apply even to thefe. So that all,
whom he condefcended not to fee, others
whom he deigned not to fpeak to, returned to
the City ftruck and trembling, fome exuiting
with deceitful joy, as over them hung the
dreadful iffue of his tragical friendfhip.

For the reft; Tiserius having here
betrothed to CNe1Us DoMiTius the younger
AcriprINa, his grand-daughter by GErRMA-
Nicus, ordered the nuptials to be celebrated
at Rome. In DoMmiT1us he preferred, befides
the antiquity of his family, his near kindred
to the C&sars; for Ocravia being his grand-
mother, AucusTUs was his great uncle.

4
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BOOK V.

The SUMMARY.

TH E death and charafter of the Emprefs L1viA. Thence
frefb power 20 SEJANUs, and tyrammy of the Govern-
ment. “AGRIPPINA and ber for” NERO openly atf:}fed
to the Senate by a letter from the Emperor. The avdent
zeal of the people for them. This incenfes SEJANUS, who
thence alarms T1BERIUs. Part of & Speech of one com-
demned, with his manner of dying. More accufations.
<A counterfeit DRUSUS in the Cyclades. The diligence and
addrefs of PoBpEUS SABINUS upon that occafion. Heats
etween the two Confuls.

&
IN the Confulthip of RUBELLIUS and
Fusius, each firnamed GEMINUSs, died
JuL1a Aucusra, in the extremity of age. She
was defcended from the Claudian houfe,
adopted through her father into the Livian
family, into the Julian by AuGusTUs; and
both by adoption and defcent, fignally noble.
Z:2

Her
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Her firft marriage was with T1BERUS NERro,
and by him fhe had children. Her husband,
after’ the furrender of ~ Perufia, in_the Civil
War, became a fugitive; but, upon peace made
between SexTus PompEIus and the Trium-
virate, rcturned to Ronie. *Afterwards, Ocra-

vIUs C£sAR, {mitten with her beauty, {natched

her from h2r husbAnd, Whether $ifh or againft
her” own ‘infclinations, is ulicertdin, but with
fuch precipitation, that, avithout ftaying for her
dclivery, he married her yet big with child by
TrBERIUS. HenccforWard Me hadnio iflie 5
but, by ‘the. marrfage of GERMARNIcUS and
AGRIPPINA, her blood came to be mixed
with that of AucusTrsin their gréat grand-
children. In her domeflic deportment fhe
conformed to the venerable model of anti.
quity, but with moré complaifance than was
allowed by-the Ladies of old; an cafy coui-
teous wife, an ambitious mother, well com-
porting with the nice arts of her husband, and
the diflimulation of her fon. Her funeral was
moderate, and her laft will lay long unfulfilled.
Her encomium was pronounced in public by
CaricuLa, her grandfon, afterwards Em-
peror.
TIBERTUS by a Letter excufed himfelf ¢p
- the Senate for not having paid his laft offices
to his Mother; and, though he rioted in pri-
vate luxary without abatement, pleaded « the
“ multitude of public affairs.” He likewife
abridged the honours decreed to her memory,
and, of a large nurbér, admitted but very

" few.
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few. For this refriction e pr ctendedmddeﬁ) 8
and added, “ that no refigious worfhip fhould
< be appointed to her, for that the contrary
¢ was ‘her rown Cho’icc ”* Nay, in a part of
the fanie Lett¢r, he cenfured feminine friend-
Jtips, cbligtely upbraiding the Conful Fus1us,

a man highly diftinguithed by the favour of
AususTa, and dextcrous to engage and ca)olc
the adceltions of women, a gay talker, one
accuitomed 'to-play upon TIBERIUS With biting’
farcafmas, the imprcflions of which never dig
in the heatts of Princes.

‘FroM this moment, the domination waxed
completely outrazeous and devouring ; for
while the lived, fome refuge ftill remained, as
the obfervance of TIBERIUS towards his
Mother was ever inviolate; nor durft SeyaNvus
arrogate precedence of the authotity ofa parent;
but now, as let loofe from all reftraints, they
broke out with unbridled fury. So thatLetters
were difpatched avowedly againft AcriFpPiNA
and NERO; and as they were read in the Se-
nate foon after the death of Avucusra, the
people believed them to have been fent bcforc
and by her fupprefled. The exprefliom were
claborately bitters and yet by them no hoftile
purpole of taking arms, no ecndcavour to
change the State, was 'objetted to the youth,
but only ¢« the love of boys, and other im-
“ pure pleafures.” Againft AGRIPPINA he durft
not even feign {o much, and therefore arraigned
“ her haughty looks, her impetuous and ftub-
¢ born fpirit.” The Senate were ftruck with
‘ Z 3 deep
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deep, filence and affright ; but as particular
men will always be drawing perfonal favour
from public miferies, there were fome who,
having, no hopes founded upon uprightnefs,
demanded that “ they fhould proceed upon
“ the Letters.” Amongft thefe the foremoft in
zcal. was CortA MEssALINUs, with a terrible
motion ; . but, the other leading men, and
chiefly the Magiftrates, were embarafled by
fear; for TiBERIUS, though he had fent them
. a flaning inve@ive, left all the reft a riddle.
~ IN the Senate was one Junius Rusricus,
appointed by the Emperor to keep a Journal
of their proceedings, and therefore thought
well acquainted with his purpofes. This man,
by {ome fatal impulfe (for he had never before
fhewn any inftance of magnanimity) or blinded
by deccitful policy, while forgetful of prefent
and impending dangers, he dreaded ~future
poflibilitics, joined the party that hefitated,
and even warned the Confuls, “ not to begin
““ the debate:” he argued, ¢ that in a fhort
“ moment the higheft affairs might take a new
“ turn, and an interval ought to be allowed
to the old man to change his paflion into
.« remorfe.” At the fame time, the people,
carrying with them the Images of AGrIpPPINA
and NERaQ, gathered about the Senate, and
proclaiming their good withes for the profpe-
rity of the Emperoy, cried earneftly, « that the
“ Letteys were counterfeit, and againft the
“ confent of the Prince the doom of his
“ family was purfued.” So that nothing grai
: gica

1
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gical was that day tranfalted. There were alfo
difperfed amongfts them feveral fﬁccchcs, faid
to have been uttered in Senate by the Con-
fulars, as their motions and advices againft
SEJaNUs; but all framed, and with the more-
petulance as the feveral authors exercifed their
fatirical wit in the dark. Hence SEjanUs
boiled with greater rage, and hence had a
handle for branding the Senate, ¢ that by them
“ the anguifh and refentments of the Prince
“ were defpifed, the people were revolted;
¢ popular and difaffetted harangues were pubw
“ licly read and liftened tos new 4and arbi-
“ trary alts of Senate were paffed and pub-
“ lithed. What more remained, but to arm
“ the populace, and place at their head, as
¢ Jeaders and Imperial Commanders, thofe
# whofe Images they had already chofen for
“ ftandards?”

TiBERr1us having therefore repeated his re-
proaches againft his grand-fon and daughter-in-
law, having chaftifed the people by an edidt,
and complained to the Senate, ¢ that by the
“ fraud of d fingle Senator the Imperial dig-
“ nity fhould be baffled and infulted, required
“ that the whole affair thould be left to him-
“ felf, intire and untouched.” The Senate
hefitated no longer, but inftantly proceeded,
hot now in truth to decrec penalties, and capital
vengeance; for that was forbid them; but to
teftify ¢ how ready they were to infli¢t juft
“ punifhments, and that they were only in-
“ terrupted by the power-and pleafure of the
“ Pringe,” F¥xrktorr Z 4 [(HERE
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- [HERE begins a lamentable chafin in this
Anual_for almoff three years; and by it we
have loft the detail of ‘the -moft .remarkable
incidents in this reign, the exsle..of AGrip-
PINY nto the ifle affg Pandatarig; of NEro
into.that-of Pontia ; and the murder of borh
there, by the orders .of TIBER1Us;. the con-
Spiracy and execution of Syanvs, with that
of afl bis friends and dependents ; the Sfurther
wickednefs of L1via, and ber death.]

"%k Uron this fubjedt four and forry
fpeeches were made, -fome few upright, but
cramped. by fear; many fuited to the fervile
genius of the time **k*k**k**  « | judged
€ that cither upon myfelf it would bring in-
“ famy, or upon SEJANUSs hatred *** his
“ fortune has now fuffered a mighty turn;
¢ and he who even chofc him for his fon-in-
“ law, chofe him for his collegue, forgives
“ himfelf. Far_athers, as they flattered his
¢ living pride with the vilenefs and proftitu-
“ tion. of flaves;.they now purfue him dead,
“ ‘with the fury -of bafe encmies ** * Which
<« isf‘L%ij more wretched fate, I can hardly
“ dedidg, ‘that of accufing a friend, or of being
¢ accufed for thewing him friendfhip *** |

+ ¢ fhall rifque no man’s cruelty, I fhall court
“ po man’s mercy, but, free .as I am, and ap-

“ proved to my own confcience, will mafter

“ danger by preventing it.  As to all you pre-

“ fents Iadjure you that you da not preferve

IR S LI - “my
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¢ my memory in forrow, but rejoice over it,
«“ and add me too to the number of thofe
“ who by a noble end have efcaped the fad
“ view of public miferies.” "

 He then fpent part of the day in converfa-
tion with rhofe that came to fce him, received
one, took leave of another, talked to all indif-
ferently, as they ftood about him, with perfe&
calmnefs and prefence of fpirit. A throng of
company yet remained, and, while they all
beheld his countenance ftill eafy and void of
perturbation, and thence believed that he meant
to live fome longer fpace, he fell upon a fword
which under his robe he had concealed. Nor
did T1sERIUS, after his death, perfecute his
memory with any reproach, or blacken him
with any crime; whereashe had loaded BL £sus
with many and hideous imputations.

NEext were tried PuBLius VITELLIUS, and
Pomronius Secunpus. The former was
charged by the informers,  that as he pre-
“ fided over the exchequer, he had offered the
“ public treafure, and the whole military cheft,
“ towards compafling a revolution.” To the
other, his accufer CoNsip1us, lately Prator,
objected < the friendthip of Avrius GaLLus,
“ who, after the execution of Seyanus, had
“ fled. to the gardens of PomMpaNTUs, as to a
“ moft faithful thelter.” Againft the impending
peril there remained to neither of the accufed
any aid but from the magnanimity of their
brothers, who frankly became their fureties.
However, in fome time, VITELLIUS, after

many
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many delays, alike diftratted with the flipperi-
nefs of hope, and the agonies of fear, called
for a pen-knife, under pretence of writing,
and with it pricked his veins, but timoroufly
and without effett; fo that at laft he died
broken-hearted. PomPpoN1vus, a man of great
€lcgance of manners, and noble wit, bore
with equanimity his adverfe fortune, and out-
lived T1BERTUS.

Now, though the rage of the populace was
expiring, and though moft men were mollified
by former executions, it was detcrmined to
¢ondemn the other children of SEyanvs,
They were therefore carried both to prifon,
the boy fenfible of his impending doom, but
the girl fo ignorant, that {he frequently asked,
* for what offence? and whither did they drag
“ her? the would do fo no more, and the
*“ might take the rod and whip her.” The
Wrriters of that time relate, ¢ that as it was a
“-thing unheard, for a virgin to fuffer capital
¢ punifhment, fhe was deflowered by the exe-
¢ cutioner juft before he tied the rope; and
#¢ that being both ftrangled, the tender bodies
“ of thefe children were caft into the place
“ wherethe carcafles of malefattors are expofed,
# before they are flung into the Tiber, " *rkxxkk

ABourt the fame time Greece and Afia were
difmayed, by a rumour rather vehement than
lafting, « that Drusus the fon of GERMANICUS
“ had been feen in the Cyclades, and anon
¢ upon the Continent.” It was indced a-youth
ncar of the fame age, accompanied by t'omcf

" 0
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of thc Empgror’s frecdmen, who, while they
owned him for DRUsUSs, meant to enfnarg
him. His followers were mualtiplied by the
fplendor of the name, a lure which excired
fuch as were ignorant about him s as the Greeks
arc cver paflionate for all things new and won-
derful. s
THEY thercfore imagined, and believing
their own imaginations, they at the fame time
publithed, ¢ that he had efcaped from enftody,
# and was proceeding to the armies of his
“ father, with them to fubdue Syrja or Agypt.”
Already he was ftrengthened by the confluence
of the young men, already courted with public
honours, and clated in himfelf with the prefent
fuccefs, and foftering airy hopes, when the
flory reached Parpsus SaBINUs. He was at
that jun@ure €ngaged in Macedon, though
likewife Governor of Greece. To obviate
therefore the confequences of the rumour,
true or falfe, he haftily pafled the bay of To-
ronis, and that of Thermes, next Euboea, an
ifland of the Agean Sea, and Pirzum the port
of Athens, then the coaft of Corinth, and the
Streights of the Ifthmus; and, by another fea,
he entered Nicopolis a Roman colony. There
at laft he learnt, that this counterfeit Drusws,
being artfully queftioned, had declared himfelf
the fon of Marcus SiLaNUS; and that many
of his followers having fallen off, he had em.
barked, as if he meant ¢o fail to Iraly. SaBinus
fent thisaccountto T1BERIUS, and further thl:n
this
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shis-we have fonnd, pothing of ._thq-,origin, or
luciof thataffaiyy - - - - . - e
~«TowarDs the conclufion; of: the year, the
animofity of the.Confuls, which faad been long
heightening, breke eut-into a-Aames for Tr10,
cyer forward to create himfclf effemies, and
an exercifed pleader, had obliquely cenfured
RecuLys, “as flothful in ¢rufbing, the-inftru-
“ ments of SEJANUS.” REGULUS, a man
moderate and:inoffenfive, - unlefs: provoked,
not only repulfed -the charge of his collegue,
but; arraigned . him. as confederate with that
tyaitor, -and. even-fummoned him to his trial.
Many Senators interpofed, and befought them,
that cach would drop his hate, tendipg to the
overthrow of both; but they perfified threat-
ning and:incenfed to the expitation of their

Magiftracy. - . .

THE
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The SUMMARY.

T HE ftrange and libidinous revellings of the ancient Em-
peror in bis [olitary retreat at Capree. Many accafa-
tions 5 that of MARCUs TERENTIUS, and bis fingular de~
fence. L. Piso, bis death and fine charat¥er. The office of
Governor of Rome, how it began, and by whom exercifed,
Debate concerning the Sybilline books, and the reftrifFions
10 be obferved in admitting them. A [edition at Rome
upon a dearth of bread-corn. Twbo daughtérs of GERMA=
NICUs married, one to L. Casstus, another to Marcus
ViNterus, Regulations againft ufury. Frefh accufations
upor the law of Majefly. Numbers executed at once as
confederates with ST JAN U s, and. their coarfes expofed.
CALIGULA married 1o CLAUDIA; bis charaler and diff:
mulation. 'TIBERIUS prefages the fovereignty of GALBA,
His dealings with the 4/P{'Ao[oger:: A remarkable I{lar] of
HRASULLUS. The miferable and violent end of DRUSUS
t2 [ox of GERMANICUS, as alfo of AGRIPPINA. The
charatter and voluntary death of NERVA the great laws
yery with the end of other illuftrious men. A Phanix {Een
in Zgypt, with traditions concerning that miraculous irfg
Fre
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Frefb accufations and deaths. Deputies from Parthia for 4
ing. Trmmr»epmw: # King :i:'n, then m{bér
Lucrus VITELLIUS fent to fertle the Eaft ; bis varions
tharalter. Wars betaveen the Parthians and Armenians.
ARTABANUs expulfed from bis kingdom, [eeks refuge in
Scythia. TIRIDATES Jettled in bis room by the condui?
and army of VITELLIUS. Move illufbrious Romans ac-
cufed, with their condemnation and ends. The Cliteans, a
P of Cappadocia, pheir revdlt and deftar. TIRIDATES
detibronedy and ARTABANUS récalled.” A terrible coufln-
gration at Rome : The liberality of TYBER1US a2 that con-
Juniture. He delibevates with bimfelf about a fucce/for.
His ficknefs, death 4nd charaler.

INE1Us DoMitius and CAMILLUS ScRiI-

4 BONIANUs had begun their Confulfhip,
when the Empetor, having cfofled the channel
between Caprexz amd Surrentum, failed along
the thore of Campania, unrefolved whether he
fhould ptoceed to Rome, or countetfeiting a
fhew of coming, becaufe he had determined
not to come. He often approached to the
neighbourhood of the City, even vifited the
Gardens upon the Tibers but at laft refumed
his old retirement, the gloomy rocks and foli-
tude of the fea, athamed of his cruelties, and
abominable lufts, in which he rioted fo out-
rageoufly, that, after the fathion of Royal
Tyrants, the children of ingenuous parentage
became the obje@ts of his pollution s nor in
them was he ftruck with a lovely face only,
or the graces of their perfons; but in fome
their boyifth and bluthing innocence, in others
their nobility and the glory of their anceftors,
became the provocatives of his unnatual paf-
fion. Then likewife were devifed the filthy
‘ names,
|
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nates, till then unknown, of the Sellarii
and Spintrie, exprefling the odious lewdnefs
of the place, and the manifold methods of
proftitution practifed in it. He moreover en-
tertained profefled procurets, t6' look out and
carry off the willing by the allurements of
prefents, the backward by tetror and threats;
and when their pirents or kindred with-held
their childres, they had recourfe to fotce, fei-
fure, treated them like captives, and with all
licentious rage.

ATt Romeg, in the beginning of the year, as
if the iniquitics of L1via had been bur jutt
difcovered, and not even long fince punifhed,
furious orders were paffed even agdinft her
Statues and memoty, as alfo, “ That the effe@ts
“ of Seyanus fhould be taken from the pub-
“ lic treafury, and placed in that of the Em-
“ peror:  as if fuch tranflation availed the
ftate. Yet fuch was the motion of the Scrpi1os,
the S1LaNI, and the Cassir, who urged it,
€ach almoft in the famec words, but all with
mighty zeal and earneftnefs ; when, on a fud-
den, TocoNIUs GALLUs, while he would be
thruting his own meanmefs amongft names fo
greatly illuftrious, became the obje&t of deri-
fions for he befought the Prince “ to chufe
“ abody of Senators, of whom twenty, drawn
“ by lot and under arms, fhould wait upon
“ him, and' defend his perfon, as often as he
“ entered the Senate.” He had weakly cre.
dited a Letter from the Emperor, requiring
£ the guard and protetion of onc of the Con-

“ s,
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& {uls, that he might return in fafety frgm.
“ Captez fo Rome.” TIBERIUS, however,
returned thanks to the Senate for fuch an 1n-
ftance of affe@tion s but, as he was-wont to mix’
plcafantry with things fcrlous he asked, ““How'
“ was it to be ekccuted’ Wha; Senators WCIg
“ to be chofeni? Who to be admitted } Whe-
“ ther always th¢ farhe, or a coritinued fuc-
“« ceflion? Whether young Senators, or fiich
< as had botne dignities } Whéther thofe who
“ were Magiftrates, or thofc cxercifing no
“ Magiftracy ? Moreover, what a bccomm"
“ figure they would make, grave Senators, men
« of the gown, under arms at the entrance of
« the Senate! In truth, ke held not his life of
“ fuch 1mp0rtance to have it thus protetted
“ by arms.” So much in anfwer to Toco-
N1us, without afperity of words; hor did he,
farther than this, prefs them to cancel the
motion

" Bur JuN1usGaLLio efcaped not thus. He
had propofed, ¢« That the Prztorian foldiers,
“ having accomplifhed their term. of fervice,
¢ fthould thence acquire the privilege of fitting
“-in the fourteen rows of the Theatre allotted
“ to the Roman Knigfits.” Upon him TisE-
~ Rri1vus fell with .v1olent wrath, and, as if” pre-
fent, demanded, “ What bufinefs had he with
“ the foldiers? ‘'men whofe duty, bound them
“ to obferve only the orders of the Emperor,
« and from the Emperor alone td receive their
“ rewards. GarwrIo had, forfooth, difcovered
“ a récompence which had efcaped thc fagacity
- “ of
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¢ ofthedecified AucusTus! Or, was it notrather
“ a project ftarted by a mercenary of SEjaNus,
¢ to raife fedition and difcord, to debauch the
“ rude minds of the foldiers with the fhew
“ and bait of new honour, to corrupt their
<« difcipline, and fet them loofe from military
“ reftritions ?” This reward had the ftudied
flattery of GaLL10, Who was inftantly expelled
the Senate, and then Italy : Nay, it became a
charge upon him, that his exile would be too
eafy, having for the place of it chofen Lesbos,
an Ifland noble and delightful 5 he was there-
fore haled back to Rome, and confined in the
houfe of a Magiftrate, TIBERIUS, in the fame
Letter, demanded the doom of SExTUs Pa-
CoN1ANUS, formerly Prator, to the extreme
joy of the Senate, as he was a man bold
and mifchievous, one armed with fhares, and
continually diving into the purpofes and fecret
tranfa&tions of all men, and ohc chofen by
SEJANus, for plotting the overthrow of CAL1-
GULA. When this was now laid open, the
general hate and animofities long fince con-
ceived againft him, broke violently out, and
had he not offered to make a difcovery, he
had been inftantly condemned to death.

As the perfon he arraigned, proved to be
LaTiNius LaTIARITS, the accufer and the ac-
cufed, two men equally detefted, adminiftered
a moft grateful fcene. LATIARIS, as I have
recounted, had been the chief in betraying
Trr1us Sasinvus, and was now the firft that
fuffered. During thefe tranfattions, HATER1US

Yor. IL Aa AGRIPPA

/
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Acrippa encountered the Confuls of the pre-
ceding year; « How came they to be filent
¢“ now, they who had impeached each other
« of treafon then?! In truth, common dread,
¢ and confciences equally guilty, ought to be
¢ reckoned the bonds and articles of their pre-
« fent ceffation.  But the fathers muft not pafs
¢ unobferved what from themfelves they had
« heard.” It was anfwered by REecwLus,
«“ That there ftill remained time to procure
“ punithment, and he would do it effeCtually
<« when the Prince-thould be prefent.” . Trie
pleaded ¢ the ufual emulation between col-
4 Jegues, and that what they two had uttered
< in the heat of diffenfion, were better blot-
« ted out of remembrance.” Acrippa filk
perfifting, SANQUINIUs MAX1MUS, one of the
Confulars, befought the Senate, ¢ That they
<« would not thus heighten the anxieties of the
« Emperor, by wantonly hunting after mattes
<« of trefh afperity ; and that, where remedies
s¢ were wanting, he alone was abundantly fuf-
« ficient to apply them.” Thus was fafety

~

procured to REGULUS, and to TR10 a delay of

his doom. Fos HAaTERIUs; he became the
more detefted, fince, emaciated with debanches
and lubricity, and protetted by his veluptuous
floth againft all peril from the Prinice’s crucelty,
he meditated, in the midft of cups and harlots,
the deftruction of illuftrions men. o
TrE next impeached was CorTa MESssA
£INUs, the author of every the moft bloody
counfel, and thence long and intenfely hathcL
The
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The firft opportunity was therefore fhatched to
fall upon him with a combination of crimes,
as that he had called Carus CaLiGULA by the
feminine name of Cazg Caligi'a, and branded
him with conftuprations. of both kinds; that
when he celebated among the priefts the birth-
day of AucusTa, he had ftiled the entertain-
ment a funeral fupper 5 and that complaining
of the great fway of Marcus LeEpiDUs, and
of Lucius ARRUNTIUs, with whom he had
a fuit about money, he had added, ¢ They,
“ indeed, will be fupported by the Senate,
“ but I by my little TiBERIUS.” Of all this
he ftood expofed to convi@ion by men of the
firft rank in Rome, who being earneft to attack
him, he appealed to Casar, from whom
foon after a Letter was brought in behalf of
Corras; in it he recounted ¢ the beginning
* of their friendfhip, ” repeated “ his many
* good fervices to himfelf, ” and defired ¢ that
“ wards perverl(ly conftrued, and humorous
“ tales told at an entertainment, might not be
“ wrefted into crimes.”
_ Mog# remarkable was the beginning of that
Letter ;-for in thefe words he introduced it 3
“ What to write you, Confcript Fathers, or
“ in what manner to write, or what at all
“ not to write at this inftant, if I can deter-
“ mine, may all the Deities, Gods and God-
“ deffes, doom me flill to more cruel agonies
*“ than thofe under which I feel myfclf perith-
“ ing daily.” So clofely did the bloody hor-
Tor of his cruelties and infamy haunt this
- Aa 2 man
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man of blood, and became his torturers! Nor
was it at random what the wifeft of all men
was wont to affirm, that if the hearts of Ty-
rants wefe difplayed, they would be feen full
of dcadly wounds and gosings, fince what the
feverity of ftripes is to the body, the fame to
the foul is the bitter anguifh of cruelty, luft,
and exectable purfuits. To TiBERIUS not his
Imperial fortune, not his gloomy and inac-
ecilible folitudes, could enfure tranquillity, nor
cxempt him from feeling, and even avowing,
the rack in his breaft, and the avenging furies
shat purfaed him. -

AFTER this it was left to the difcretion of
the Semate to proceed as they lifted againft
CaciLianvys the Senator, “ who had pro-
* duced againft Corra a charge of many
“ heavy articles;” and it was refolved, * to
“ fubjet him to the fame penalties infliGted
“ upon ARUstlvs and SANQUINIUS, the ac-
“ cufers of Lucrus ARRUNTIUS.” A more
fignal inftance of honour than this had never
befallen Corra, Who, noble in truth, but
through luxury indigent, and, for the bafenefs
of his crimes, deteftable, was, by the dignity
of this amends, equalled in chara&er to the
moft venecrable reputation and virtues of Ar-
RUNTIUS. Thereafter were arraigned QuiN-
TUs SERVAUS, and MINUTIUS THERMUS ; SER-
v.£Us formerly Prator, and once the follower of
GERMANICUS; MINUTIUS, of the Equeftrian
rank, and though diftinguithed, yet never elated,
with the friendfhip of Sejanus: hence the

greater
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greater commiferationupon both.  TIBERIUS,
on the contrary, charged them ¢ as the leaders
« and principals in treafon,” and directed
Caius Cest1us the elder “ to declare to the
¢« Senate what he had written to him.” Thus
Sest1us undertook the accufation. This was
the moft peftilent calamity of thofe times, when
the illuftrious chiefs of .the Scnate degraded
them{elves to the vile officc of the meaneft
informers, fome in the face of the fun, many
in the treacherous ways of fecrecy, and both
without regard to the ties of blood or fricnd-
fhip ; no diftinétion of kinfmen from ftrangers,
none of the familiar from the unacquainted ;
no means left to difcover, whether for recent
imputations, eor for falts covered in a courfe
of years with oblivion. For words fpoken in
the Forum, {poken at entertainments, upon
what fubject (oever fpoken, the fpeakers were
accufed ;5 every one ftriving to get the ftart of
another, and to arraign his man; fome for
their own protetion, but moft, as it were,
{mitten with the difeafc of informing, and cap-
tivated with a common contagion. MiNU-
T1Us and SERVAUs were condemned, but to
{ave themfelves becarhe evidence; and thusthere
were drawn into the fame mithap Jurius
AFRICANUS, and SEIUS QUADRATUS, the for-
mer from Saintes a City of Gaul ; from whence
was the other I have not difcovered. Neither
am | unaware that by moft Writers the doom
and fufferings of many of the accufed, are
wholly omitted ; <ither that they were-weary

Aag of
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of the exceflive multiplicity, or apprchenfive
that the tedious recital, which to themfelves
proved furfeiting and melancholy, would with
cqual irkfomnefs affe@ their readers. But to
me, many peculiar paffages have occurred de-
ferving to be known, however not publifhed
by others. _

For, at a juntture when all men elfe affe@ed
to renounce the charaéter of friends to Seja-
NUus, a Roman Knight, his name Marcus
TERENTIUS, and then upon his trial on this
very account, dared to avow it before the Se-
nate in a {peech on this wife: “ In my pre-
¢ fent circumftances, to deny the charge were,
¢ perhaps, more expedient than to acknow-
“ ledge it; but, whatever be the refult, I will
‘“ own, that 1 was the friend of SEjaNws, that
I even fought to be his friend, and gloried
“ when I had gained his friendthip. 1 faw
“ him collegue with his father STRABO in the -

~command of the Praztorian Cohorts, and
‘ next governing the ftate and the foldiery at
¢ once as a Minifter and a General. His kinf-
men and friends were covered with public
honours, and prevalent with the Prince was
every man’s credit in proportion to his inti-
“ macy with Seyanus. Thofe, on the con-
‘ trary, under his difpleafure, were the de- -
fpairing objeés of perfecution and wretched-
nefs. Names and inftances I bring noncs
but with myfelf I will vindicate, and at my
own fingle peril, all thofe friends of his,
“ who, like myfeclf, were guiltlefs of his laft
: “ defigns.
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¢ defigns. SeyaNus the Vulfinian was not
“ the man whom we courted; no; for the
< objcét of our adorations we chofe SEjaNUS
« a part of the Claudian, a part of the Julian
“ houfe, into which, by alliance, he was in-
“ grafted; SEyANuUSs thy fon-in-law, O C £saR,
“ thy collegue in the Confulthip, and that
“ SEJaNuUs who, under thee, adminiftered the
“ Empire. To us it belongs not to judge
“ who is he whom above all others thou doft
“ exalt, nor for what caufes thou haft cxalted
“ him. Upon thee the Gods have devolved
“ the fupreme difpofal of things, and to us
“ remains the glory of obedignce. Facts and
“ things obvious we all bchof 3 we perceive
“ who it is upon whom thou doft accumulate
“ wealth and honours, who they arc that hold
“ and diftribute the fupreme terrors and blefl*
“ ings of power; and that all thefe were the
“ charatteriftics of SEjANUs, ne man will
“ deny. Butto pry into the profound thoughts
“ of the Prince, and the counfels which he
“ induftrioufly hides, is forbidden and hazard-
““ ous, nor even with hazard can it be effeéted.
“ (?zal not to mind, Confcript Fathers, the
““ laft day of SEyaNUSs 5 remember him for the
“ fpace of fixteen yecars, a time when we
¢ adored cven fuch of his retainers as SATR1US
“ and PompoN1Us3 and to be then acquainted
“ with his porters and franchized flaves, was
“ efteemed a grand honour. What thereforc
““ is the refult? Is this defence univerfal, and
“ does it ferve indifferently all the friends of

Aa g Se-
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“ SeyaNus? Far from it; let juft limits bound
“it. Let the confpiracy againft the State,-let
the bloody defigns upon the Prince, be pu-
nifhed. As to the offices of friendthip, as
‘ to the inftances of benevolence towards
SEJANUS, the fame meafure of juftice will
¢ .acquit thee, C£sAR, and us.”

THE magnanimity of the fpeech, added to
the joy, that one was at laft found, who rea-
foned aloud as in their hearts they did all,
produced fuch powerful effet, that his accu-
fers were for this, and other delinquencies, fen-
tenced to banifhment or death. Thereafter
followed Lettegs from T1BERIUS againft SEx-
TUs VEsTIL1US, formerly Prator; one whom
he had long fince, as 2 man exceeding dear to
his brother Drusus, adopted into the clafs of
his friends. The difpleafure conceived againft
him arofe from his either having compofed an
inveltive againft the impurities of CaLiGuULa,
or from his having been calumniated to have
done it, which being believed, he was forbid
the Prince’s table, and thence purpofed to die,
Having with an aged hand tried the fteel, and
feebly pierced his veins, he bound them up,
and, by a Memorial, befought TiBERIUS; but
receiving a mercilefs anf{wer, opened them
again for ever. Next were charged with trea-
fon, all in a band, ANN1Us PoLL1O, APPIUS
SiLaNus, MAMERcCUs ScAURUs, CALVISIUS
SaBiNvUs, and ViINICIANUS added to his father
PorLvr1o; a band of illuftrious men, all noble
in defcent, fome diftingnifthed with the firft

dignities.
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dignities. Horror {cized the Fathers for what
Senator was exempt from friendfhip or alliance
with fo many men of fuch fignal quality? But
one of the evidence, his name Cevrsus, Tri-
bune of a City-Cohort, acquitted App1vus and
Carvisius. The trial of PoLLio, ViNICIA-
NuUs, and SCAURUS, was, by the Emperor poﬁ—'
poned, till he could himfelf attend it in Se-
nate. Upon Scaurus, however, he beftowed

{ome tragical and boding notes of vengeance.
Nor could even women efcape the rage of
accufations. With defigns to ufarp the go-
vernment, they could not be charged; their
tears are therefore made treafon, and Vitia,
mother to Fusius GEMinNus, once Conful,
was (entenced to execution in her old age, for
bewailing the blood of herfon. Thefe werethe
proceedings in Senate ; nor was the Emperor
employed elfewhere in different ftrains of cru-
elty. By him VEscuLARIUs ATTICUs and
Jurius MariNus, were doomed to death,
two of his oldeft friends, men who had fol-
lowed him to Rhodes, and never forfook him:
at Caprez. VESGULARIUs was his fecret in-
ter-agent in the plot againft L1Bo; and by the
co-operation of MARINUs had Sejanus ef-
feCted the ruin of CUrRTius ATTIcUs. Hence
the more joy followed their fall, to fee them
overtaken by precedents of their own traiter-
ous contriving. About the fame time died
Lucrus Piso, the Pontiff; and, by a felicity,
then rare in fo much fplendour and elevation,
died by the courfe of nature. The author he
never
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never himfelf was of any fervile motion, and
cver wife in moderating fuch motions from
others where neceflity. enforced his affent.
That his father had fuftained the fublime office
of Genfor, I have before¢ remembered. He
him{clf lived to fourfcore years, and, for his
warlike feats in Thrace, had obtained the glory
of Triumph. But from hence arofe his moft
diftinguifhed glory, that being created Governor
of Rome, a jurifdi¢tion newly inftituted, and
the more difficult, as not yet fettled into public
reverence, he tempered it wonderfully, and
pofiefied it long.

For, .of old, to fupply the abfcnce-of the
Kings, and afterwards ot the Confuls, that the
City might not remain without a ruler, a tcm-
porary Magiftrate was -appointed to adininifter
juftice, and watch over exigencies 3 and it is
faid that by RoMuLUs was deputed DENTER
RoMurius, NuMA® Marcius by TurLrus
HostiLius, and by TARQUIN the Proud Seu-
Rri1us Lucrerius. The fame delegation was
made by the Confuls; and there remains fill
a fhadow of the old-inftitution, when, during
the Latin Feftival, one is authorized to dif-
charge the Confular fun&ion. Moreover, Au-
GustUs, during the Civil, Wars, committed
to CiLN1Us M £cENAs, of the Equeftrian Order,
the Government of Rome and of all Italy.
Afterwards, when fole mafter of the Empire,
and moved by the immenfe multitude of
people, and the flownefs of relief from the
~ Laws, he chofc a Confular to bridle the licen-
tioufnefs
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tioufnefs of the flaves, and to awe fuch tur-
bulent citizens as arc only quiet from the
dread of chaftifement. MEssarLa CorvINv$
was the firft invefted with this authority, and
in a few days difmiffed, as a man infufficient
to dilcharge it. It was then filled by TAurvs
StariL1us, who, though very ancient, {uftained
it with fignal honour. After him Piso held
it for twenty years, with a credit {fo high and
uninterrupted, that he was diftinguithed with
a public funeral, by decree of Scnate.

A motion was thereafter made in Senate by
QUINCTILIANUS, Tribune of the people;
concerning a Book of the Sybil, which Cani-
Nius GaLLus, one of the College of fifteen,
had prayed “ might be received by a decree-
“ amongft the reft of that Prophetefs.” . The
Decree paffed without oppofition, but was
followed by Letters from Ti8ErIUs. Inthem,
having gently chid the Tribune, * as young;
¢ and therefore unskilled in the ancient ufages,™
he upbraided GaLrus, “ that he, who was fo
* long pratifed in the fcience of facred cere-
 monies, theuld, without taking the opinion
“ of his own College, without the ufual reading
“ and deliberation with the other Priefts, deal,
“ by furprize, with a thin Scnate, to admit 4
“ prophetic Book of an uncertain author,” He
alfo advertifed them “ of the condu& of Av-
“ Gustus, who, to fupprefs the multitude of
“ fictitious predictions every-where publithed
“ under the folemn name of the Sybil, had
* ordained, that within a precife day,- they

<« fhould
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“¢ thould be carried to the City-Prztor, and
*¢ made it unlawful to keep them' in private
# hands.” The fame had likewife been de-
, creed by eur anceftors, when, after the burning
of the Capitol in the Social War, the Rhymes
of the Sybil (whether there were but one, or
more) were cvery-where fought, in Samos,
iliam, and Erythre, through Africa too and
Sicily, and all the Roman Colonies, with in-
junctions to the Priefts, that, as far as human
wit could enable them, they would feparate
the genuine, Therefore, .upon this occafion
elfo, the Book was fubjefted to the infpection
of the Quindecemvirate.

. UNDER the fame Confuls, the dearth of
corn had nigh raifed a fedition. The popu-
lace for many days urged their wants and
demands in the public Theatre, with a licen-
tioufnefs towards the Emperor higher than
. wfual. He was alarmed with this bold fpirit,
and cenfured the Magiftrates and Senate, “ that
¢ they had not by the public authority quelled
“ the people.” He recounted “the continued
¢ fupplies of grain which he had caufed to be
€ imported, from what provinces, and in how
“ much greater abundance than thofe procured
* by AucusTtus.” So that for corre@ting the
populace, a decree pafled, framed in the ftrain
of ancient feverity; nor lefs vigorous was the
edi¢t publilhed by the Confuls. His own
filence, which he hoped would be taken by
the people as an inftance of moderation, was
by them impyted to his pride.

' In
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. In the end of the year GEMINIUS, Pom-
pEIUSs, and CELsus, all Roman Knights, were
for a confpiracy fentenced to the pains of
treafon. Of thefe, GEMIN1Us had by prodigal
expence, and voluptuous living, gained the
friendfhip of SEjaNUS, but never any partici-
pation in his counfels. Jurius CeLsus the
Tribune, ashe lay in fetters, ftretched his chain
over his head, and, by vehement ftraining
againft it, broke his neck. But over Rusr1us
FaBaTtus a guard was fet, asto him it was
objected, that, defpairing of the Roman State,
he meant to fly for refuge to the Parthians.
He was, in truth, apprehended in the Streights
of Sicily, and when by a Centurion haled back
to Rome, he afligned no fatisfatory motives
for fo long a voyage. He remained however

unhurt, through oblivion rather than mercy.
IN the Confulfhip of SErRvius GALBA and
Lucrus Syrra, Tieerius difpofed of his
grand-daughters. He had long deliberated upon
whom to beftow them; and now the young
Ladies were of age, he chofe for their husbands
Lucius Casstus and Marcus VINICIus.
The laft was originally from Cagli a Roman
colony in Campania, and of an Equeftrian
family; but his father and grand-father had
been Confuls; himfelf of a gentle temper and
polite eloquence. Cassius {prung from a
Plebeian ftock, but ancient and honourable,
was brought up under the ftriét tuition of his
father, and more admired for the eafinefs than
vigour of his fpirit. To him' the Emperor
married
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marrled DrusILLA, and to VINIcIus JuLia,
both daughters of GErMmaNICys, and upon
this fubject wrote to the Senate, with a brief
commendation of the young men. Then ac-
counting for his abfence by canfes extremely
foreign, he proceeded to confiderations more
weighty, what animofities and hate upon him.-
felf he had drawn by his zeal for the Republic;
and defired, < that Macro, Captain of his
““ Guards, with feme few Tribunes and Cen-
¢ tarions, might always accompany him into
“ the Senate.” To this purpofe an ordinance
pafled, copious, and without limitation as to
number or condition. Yet fo far was T1pe-
RIUs from coming near the public delibera-
tions there, that he never entered the walls of
Rome; even in the feint approaches which he
made, he chofe chiefly crooked and folitary

ways, hefitating, guilty, and flying his country.
IN the mean while, the whole band of ac-
cufers broke loofe upon thofe who augmented
their wealth by Utury, in contradi@ion' to a
Law of Casar the Dictator, “ for afcertain-
“ ing the terms of lending money, and hold-
“ ing mortgages in Italy ;” a Law become long
fince obfolete, through the felfith paffions of
men, facrificing public good to private gain.
Ufury was, intrath, an inveterate evil in Rome,
and the eternal caufe of civil difcord and fedi-
tions, and therefore reftrained, even in ancicnt
times, while the public manners were not yet
greatly corrupted. For, firft it was ordained
by aELaw of the twelve Tables, « that no man
-1 « thould
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« fhould take higher Intereft than twelve in
¢ the hundred;” when before it was exacted
at the pleafure of the rich. Afterwards by a
regulation of the Tribunes it was reduced to
fix, and at laft was quite abolithed. By the
people too repeated Statutes were made, for
obviating all clufions, which, by whatever fre-
quent expedients reprefled, were yet through
wonderful devices ftill {pringing up afreth.
GraccHus the Prztor was therefore now ap-
pointed to inquire into the complaints and
allegations of the accufers; but, appalled with
the multitude of thofe threatened by the accu-
fation, he had recourfe to the Senate. The
Fathers alfo were difmayed, (for of this fault
not a foul was guiltlefs) and fought and ob-
tained impunity from the Prince; and a year
and fix months were granted for balancing all
accounts between debtors and creditors, agree-
ably to the direétion of the Law.

HENCE a great fcarcity of money; for,
befides that all debts were at once called in,
fo many dclinquents were condemned, that by
the fale of their effeds, the current coin was
fwallowegd up in the public treafury, orin that
of the Emperor. Againft this ftagnation, the
Senate had provided, “ that two thirds of the
“ debts fhould by every creditor be laid out
“ upon lands in Italy.” But the creditors
warned in the whole; nor could the debtors
without breach of faith divide the payment:
So that at firft, meetings and intreaties were
tried ; and at Jaft it was contefted before the

Prztor.
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Pretor. > And the proje&t applied as a remedy 5
namely, that the debtor fhould fell, and thé
creditor buy, had a contrary operation: for the
ufurers_hoarded up all their treature for pur-
chafing of lands, and the plenty of eftates to
be fold miferably-finking the price, the more
men were indébted, the more difficult they
found it to fell. -Many were utterly ftript of
their fortunes; and the ruin of their private
patrimony drew headlong with it that of their
reputation, and all public preferment. Thé
deftruftion was going on, when the Emperor
adminiftered relief, by lcndmg 4 hundred thou-
fand great fefterces * for three years; without
interett, provided each borrower pawned to
the people double the value in inheritance.
Thus was credit reftored, and by degrees pri-
vate lenders too were found ; fo that the order
of Senate injoining the purchafe of lands, was
no longer obferved ; like moft other reforma-
tions, keen in the beginning;, and flighted at
Iaft. .

RoMEe was next re-vifited with her former
terrors, and CoNsipius ProcuLus fuddenly
queftioned for treafon. While he ¢glebrated
his birth-day, void of evety apprehenfion, he
was hurried to the Senate, and underwent, in
the fame inftant, the fentence and the pains
of death. SANc1A too, his fifter, was inter-
dicted fire and water, at the accufation of
QuinTus PoMpoNIUS, a man of turbulent

~ # About two Millions, and five hundred thoufand Crowns.
temper,
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temper, who pretended,  that he followed
¢« thefe and the like pradtices, to ingratiate him-
« felf with TiBerIUs, and thence to obviate
¢« the fate which threatened his brother Pom-
¢« poNIUS SECUNDUs.” POMPEIA MACRINA
was alfo fentenced to exile; fhe whofe husband
Arcoricus and his father Laco, two of the
prime nobility of Greece, had already fallen
by the cruelty of Tiperivs. Her father, an
illuftrious Roman Knight, and her brother
formerly Prztor, when they faw their own
haftening doom, flew themfelves. The crime
imputed to them was, ¢ that their great grand-
“ father, THEOPHANES of Mytelene, had
“ been one of the confidents of PoMPEY the
¢ Great, and that to THEOPHANES, when
“ dead, the flattering Greeks had paid divine
“ honours.”

TrEsE were followed by SExTUs MAR1US,
the moft wealthy man of Spain. He was ac-
cufed of inceft with his daughter, and thrown
head-long from the Tarpeian rock; but, as an
indi{putable proof that his abundant riches
procured -his bane, his mines of gold, though
forfeited to the public, were by TIBERIUS
appropriated to himfelf. His cruclty, at laft,
being but inflamed by inceflant executions and
blood, all thofe kept in prifon under acenfa-
tion of any attachment to SEJaNUs, wcre by
his command put to the flaughter. Expofcd
to the fun lay the fad monum.nts of the
mighty butchery, thofe of ¢very fex and age,
the illuftrious and the mcan; their carcallcs

Yor. II. Bb ~ igno-
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ignominjoufly thrown, apart or on heaps;
ncither was it permitted to their furviving
friecnds or kindred, to approach them, to be-
wail them, nor even any longer to behold
them. But, round the dead, Guards were
placed, who watched faces, and marked the
figns of {orrow ; and, as the bodies putrified,
faw them drawgcd to the Tyber, where they
floated in the ftream, or were driven upon the
banks, no man daring to burn them, none to
touch them. The force of fear had cut off
the intercourfes of humanity; and in propor-
tion to the growthof tyranny, every fymptom
of commiferation was bani‘hed.

Asour the fame time, CLAUDIA, daughter
to Marcus SILANUs, was given in marriage
to CAL1G6ULA, who had accompanied his
grand-father to Caprez, having always hid
under a fubdolous guife of modefty, his favage
and inhuman fpirit; c¢ven upon the condemna-
tion of his mother, even for the exile of his
brothers, not a word efcaped him, not a figh,
nor groan. He was {o blindly obfervant of
TiBERIUS, that he ftudied the bent of his
temper, and feemed to poffefs it, pratifed his
looks, imitated the change and fathion of his
drefs, and affe@ted his words and manner of
expreflion. Hence the obfervation of Pas
S1ENUS, thc Orator, grew afterwards famous,
“ that there never lived a better flave, nor a
“ worfe mafter.” Neither would I omit the
prefage of T1BERI1US concerning GALBA, then

Conful. Having fent for him, and fifted him

I upon
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upon feveral fubje@s, he at laft told him, in
Greek, “ and thou, GALBA, fhalt hereafter
« tafte of Empire;” fignifying his late and
fhort fovercignty. This he uttered from his
skill in Aftrology, which at Rhodes he had
leifure to learn, and had THRAsSULLUSs for his
teacher, whofc capacity he proved by this fol-
lowing trial. :

A's often ashe confulted this way concerning
any affair, he rctired to the roof of the houfe,
attended by one frcedman trufted with the
fecret.  This man, firong of body, but defti-
tute of letters, guided along the Aftrologer,
whofe art TIBERIUS mecant to try, over {oli-
tary precipices (for upon a rock the houfe ftood)
and, as he returned, if any fufpicion arofe that
his preditions were vain, or that the author
defigned fraud, caft him headlong into the fea,
to prevent his making difcoveries. THR aA-
sULLUs being therefore led over the fame
rocks, and minutely confulted, his anfwers
were full, and ftruck TIBERIUS, as approach-
ing Empire and many future revolutions were
{pecifically foretold him. The artift was then
queftioned, ¢ whether he had calculated his
“ own nativity, and thence prefaged what was
“ ta befall him that fame year, nay, that very
“ day?” THRASULLUS furveying the pofitions
of the ftars, and calculating their afpeéts, began
at firft to hefitate, then to quake, and the mnore
he meditated, being more and more difmayed,
with wonder and dread, he at laft cried out,
¥ that gver him juft then hung a boding danger

Bb 2 ¢« and
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“ and well-nigh fatal.” Forthwith T1Ber1US
embraced him, congratulated “ him upon his
¢ forefight of perils, and his fecurity from
 them;” and efteeming his predi@ions as fo
many oracles, held him thenceforward in the
rank of his moft intimate friends.
~ For imyfelf; while I liften to thefe and the
like relations, my judgment wavers, whether
things human are in theit courfe and rotation
dctermined*by Fate and immutable neceflity,
or left to roll at random. For upon this fub-
ject the wifeft of the ancients and thofe additted
to their Selts, are of oppofite fentiments.
Many are of opinion, ¢ that to the Gods nci-
 ther the generation of us men, nor our
death, and, in truth, neither men nor the
attions of men, are of any importance or
concernment; and thence fuch numberlefs
calamities aflict the upright, while pleafure
and profperity furround the wicked.,” Others
hold the contrary pofition, and believe « a
¢ Fate to prefide over events; a Fate however
not refulting from wandring ftars, but coeval
with the firft principles of things, and ope-
rating by the continued conneéion of natural
¢ caufes. Yet their Philofophy leaves out
¢ courfe of life in our own free option; but
that, after the choice is made, the chain of
confequences is inevitable : neither is that
good or evil which pafles for fuch in the
cftimation of the vulgar; many who feem
“ wounded with adverfity are yet happy, num-
¢ bers that wallow in wealth, are yet moft

. “ wretched:
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<« wretched : fince the firft often bear with
¢ magnanimity the blows of fortune, and the
« Jatter abufe her bounty in baneful purfuits.”
For the reft, it is common to multitudes of
men, “ to have each their whole future for-
. < tunes determined from the moment of their
“ birth ; or if fome events thwart the predic-
“ tion, it is through the miftakes of fuch as
¢« pronounce at random, and thence debafe
“ the credit of an art, which, both in ages
“ paft and our own, hath ‘given fignal inftances
“ of its certainty.” For, to avoid lengthening
this digreflion, I fhall remember in its order,
how by the fon of this fame THRASULLUS the
Empire was predicted to NERO.

DuriNc the fame Confulthip was divalged
the death of AsiN1us GAaLLUSs : that he perifhed
through famine, was undoubted ; but whether
of his own accord, or by conftraint, was held
uncertain. The pleafure of the Emperor being
confulted, ¢ whether he would fuffet him to
“ be buried,” he was not afhamed to grant
fuch a piece of mock mercy, nor even to blame.
the anticipations of cafualty, which had with-
drawn the criminal, before he was publicly
convitted ; as if during three intermediate
years between his accufation and his death,
there wanted time for the trial of an ancient
Confular, and the father of {fo many Confulars.
Next perithed DRUsUSs, condemned by his
grand-father to be ftarved; but by gnawing
the weeds upon which he lay, he by that mi-
ferable nourifhment protratted life the fpace

Bb 3 of
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of niné¢ days. Some Authors relate, that, in
cafe SEJANUSs had refifted and taken arms,
Macro had inftructions to draw the young
man out of confinement (for he was kept in
the palace) and fet him at the head of the
people. Afterwards, becaufe a rcport ran, -
« that the Emperotr was about Yo be recon-
¢ ciled to his daughter-in-law and grand-fon,”
‘he chofe rather to gratify himfelf by cruelty,
than the public by relenting.

TiBERIUS, not fatiated “with the death of
Drusus, even after death purfued him with
cruel invedives, and, in a Letter to the Se-
nate, charged him with ¢ a body foul with
< proftitution, with a fpirit breathing deftruc-
“ tion to his own family, and rage againft the
“ Republic;” and ordered to be recited ¢ the
“ Minutes of his words and a&tions, which had
“ been long and daily regiftered.” A pro-
ceeding more black with horror could not be
devifed! That for fo many years there thould
be thofe exprefly appointed who were to note
down his looks, his groans, his fecret and ex-
torted srurmurs; that his grand-father fhould
delight to hear the treacherous detail, to read
i, and to the public expofe it, would appear
a feries of frand, meannefs and amazement,
beyond all meafure of faith, were_ it not for
tht Letters of Actius the Centurion, and
DipyYMmUSs the freedman; who in them de-
clare, particularly, the names of ‘the flaves fet
purpo{cly to abufe and provoke DrusuUs,
with the feveral parts they adted; how one

fruck
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ftruck him going out of his chamber, and how
another filled him with terrors and difmay.
The Centurion too rcpeated, as matter of
glory, his own language to Drusus, full of
outrage and barbarity, with the words uttcred
by him under the agonies of famine; that, at
firft, feigning diforder of fpirit, he ventured,
in the ftile of a madman, difimal denunciations
againft TIBERIUS; but, after all hopes of life
had forfaken him, then, in fteady and deli-
berate imprecations, he invoked the dircful
vengeance of the Gods, “ that, as he had
¢ flaughtered his fon’s wife, flaughtered the
« fon of his brother, and his fon’s fons, and
« with flaughters had filled his whole houfe s
“ {o they would, in juftice to the anceftors of
<¢ the flain, in juftice to their pofterity, doom
“ him to the dreadful penaltics of fo many
“ murders.” The Scnators, in truth, upon
this, raifed a mighty dinn, under colour of
detefting thefe imprecations; but it was dread
which pofifeffed them, and amazement, that
he who had been once fo dark in the praétice -
of wickednefs, and fo fubtle in the conceal-
ment of his bloody fpirit, was arrived at fuch
an utter infenfibility of fhame, that he could
thus remove, as it were, the covert of the -
walls, and reprefent his own grand{on under
the ignominious chaftifement of a Centurion,
torn by the barbarous ftripes of flaves, and im-
ploring in vain the laft {uftenance of life.
Berore the impreflions of this gricf were
worne away, the death of AGRIPPINA Was
Bb 4 pub-
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publithed. I fuppofe fhe had lived thus long
upon the hopes which from the execution of
Seyanus the had conceived ; but, feeling after-
wards no relaxation of cruelty, death grew
her choice : Unlefs perhaps the were bereaved
of nourilhment, and her deceafe feigned to
have been of her own feeking. For, TIBE-
R1Us raged againft her with abominable impu-
tations, reproaching her ¢ with lewdnefs, as
“ the adulterefs of AsiN1us GALLvUs, and that
“ upon his death fhe became weary of life.”
But thefe were none of her crimes. AGRrIp-
PINA, impatient of an equal lot, and eager for
rule, had thence facrificed to mafculine ambi-
tion all the paflions and vices of women. The
Emperor added, * that the departed the fame
¢ day on which Sejanus had fuffered as a
¢ traitor two years before, and that the fame
“ ought to be perpetuated by a public memo-
“ rial.” Nay, he boafted of his clemency, in
¢« that the had not been firangled, and her
“ body caft into the charnel of malefa&tors.™
For this, as for an inftance of mercy, the Senate
folemnly thanked him, and decreed, ¢« that on
¢ the feventecenth of O&ober, the day of both
¢ their deaths, a yearly offering fhould be
¢ confecrated to Jupiter for ever.”

Nor long after, CocciErus NErva, in full
profperity of fortune, in perfect vigour of body,
formed a purpofe of dying. As he was the
inceffant companion of the Prince, and accom-
_ plithed in the knowledge of all Laws, -divine

and human, T1BER1Us having learned his
defign,
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defign, was earncft to diffuade him, examined
his motives, joined entreaties, and even de-
clared, ¢ how grievous to his own {pirit it
« would prove, how grievous to his reputation,
<« ifthe nearcft of his friends thould relinquith
« life, without any caufe for dying.” NERva
rejefted his reafoning, and compleated his pur-
pofe by abftinence. It was alledged by fuch
as knew his thoughts, that the more he faw
into the dreadful fource and increafe of pube.
lic miferies, the more, tranfported with indig-
nation and fear, he refolved to make an ho-
neft end, in the bloom of his integrity, before
his life and credit were affaulted. Morcover,
the fall of AGriprPINA, by a reverfe hardly
credible, procured that of PranNciNa. She
was formerly married to CNE1vs P150; and,
though fhe exulted publicly for the death of
GERMANICUS, yet, when Piso fell, fhe was
prote@ted by the follicitations of AvucusT
nor lefs by the known animofity of Acriep-
PINA. But, as favour and hate were now
withdrawn, juftice prevailed; and, being quee.
ftioned for crimeslong fince fufficiently manifeft,
fhe executed, with her own hand, that venge-
ance which wasrather too flow than too fevere.
WHILE the City yet bewailed fo many tra-
gical deaths, it was an acceflion to the public
affliction, that JurL1a the daughter of Drusus,
and lately the wife of NEro, was efpoufed t&
RuseLLius BLaNDUS, whofe grandfather was
rememberéd by many to have been only a Ro-
man Knight from Tibur. At the iffue of the
' year,
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year, happened the death of Avrtus Lamia,
and was celebrated with a public funcral. For
his laft employment, he was Governor of
Rome; having been at length difcharged from
the mock adminiftration of Syria, which he
was never fuffered to vifit. In his defcent he
was noble, enjoyed a lively old age, and upon
his charatter was derived freth glory from the
yith-holding of his Province from him. As
PompoN1vus FLAccUs, Proprztor of Syria, died
fome time after, there arrived Letters from
TBER1US. In them he complained,  Thar al]
¢ the Senators of ditinguifhed name, and qua-
¢ lified to command Armies, refufed that
“ officc 5 hence he was reduced to the necef-
“ fity of entreatics, to engage fome of the
** Confulars to undertake the rule of pro-
“ vinces.” He thought fit to forget ARRUN-
TIUs, Governor of Spain, already for ten years
detained at Rome. The fame year alfo died
Marcus Leripus, of whofe wifdom and mo-
deration I have in the former Books inferted
‘abundant inftances. Nor does it require more
room here to difplay his nobility, fince his
race was that of the AMIL11, a race fertile in
good citizens; and even thofe of the fame
fanily who lapfed into corruption, continued
Rill to be diftinguithed by their illuttrious dig-
hities and fortune.

. In the Confutthip of Pavrus Fasrus and
Lucius VireLLius, after a long viciffirude of
ages, the Phoenix arrived in. Agypt, and fur-
nithed the moft learned of the natives and
' Greeks,
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Greeks, with matter of large and varjous ob-
fervations concerning that miraculous bird.
The circumftances in which they agree, with
many others, that, however difputed, deferve
to be known, claim a recital here. That it is
a creature facred to the Sun, and, in the fathion
of its head, and diverfity of feathers, diftin&
from other birds, all, who have defcribed its
figure, are agreed ; about the length of its life,
relations vary. It is by the vuTgar tradition
fixed at five hundred years : but there are thofe
who extend it to one thoufand four hundred
and fixty one, and affert that the three former
Pheenixes appeared in reigns greatly diftant,
the firft under SeEsosTRIs, the next under
Amasis; and that onc was feen under Pro-
LEMY the third King of Agypt of the Mace-
donian race, and flew to the City of Helio-
polis, accompanied by a vaft hoft of other
birds gazing upon the wonderful ftranger.
But thefe are, in truth, the obfcure accounts
of antiquity : between ProLEMy and TiBEe-
Ri1Us ‘the interval was fhorter, not two hun-
dred and fifty years; hence fome have believed
that the prefent was a fpurious Pheenix, and
derived not its origin from the territories of
Arabia, fince it obferved nothing of the in-
ftin& which ancient tradition attributes to the
genuine 3 for that the latter, having compleated
his coutfe of years, juft before his death builds
a neft in his native land, and upon it theds a
generative power, from whence arifes a young
on¢, ‘whofe firft care, when he is grown, li)s to

ury
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bury his father ; neither does he undertake it
unadvifedly, but by colletting and fetching
Toads of myrrh, tiies his ftrength in great
journies s and as foon as he finds himfelf equal
to the burden, and fit for the long flight, he
xears upon his back his father’s body, carries it
quite to the altar of the Sun, and then flies
away. Thefe are uncertain tales, and their
uncertainty heightened by fables; but that this .
bird has been fometimes feen in Agypt, is
not queftioned. ’ ‘

. At Rome, as the courfe of flaughter con-
tinued unrelenting, PoMpoN1vUs Laneo, whom
I have remembered to have been Governor of
Méefia,’ chofe, by opening his veins, to let out
his own blood ; as, by his example, did his
wife Paxea hers. Such efficacy had the ter-
ror of falling by the executioner, that, to efcape
him, deaths of this fort were readily under-
gone.. Befides, that they who ftaid to be fen-
tenced, forfeited their eftates with their lives,
iand were dcbarred the rites of burial; of
fuch, on the contrary, as anticipated condemna-
tion, the bodies were interred, and their wills
remained in force. The motive this, and
price of difpatch! TiBERIUS, however, in a
Letter to the Senate, argued, “ That it was
“ the ufage of our anceftors, when they would
“ renounce friendfhip, to forbid the perfon
¢ obnoxious their houfe, and by it fhut up all
“ intercourfe ; a ufage repeated by himfelf to-
“ wards LaBEo. Whereas LaBEo, who was
¢ charged with male-adminiftration, and other

& crimes,
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“ crimes, had gow, by leaving upon the Prince
“ the odium of his death, fought a veil to his
“ own guilt, and thence falfly terrified his
«“ wife, to whom, hgwcvcr ctiminal, no pu-
“ nithment was meant.” MAMERCUs Scau-
RUs was thereafter queftioned afrefh, a man of
fignal quality, a noble orator, but profligate
liver. In his overthrow, the friendfhip of
SEjaNvUs had no fhare, but an engine no lefs
potent to deftroy, the enmity of Macro, who
purfued, but with more fubtlety, the fame de-
praved politics. He was furnifhed with a han-
dle from a Tragedy compofed by Scaurus,
in which were fome lines capable of being
pointed againft TiBer1Uus. But by the accu-
fers, SErviL1Us and CORNEL1USs, the crimes
objetted were thofe of « adultery with Livia,
“ and the myfteries of magic.” Scaurus, as be-
came the magnanimity of the ancient AwmiLii,
preverited condemnation by the perfuafion of
SExTIA his wife, who ardimated him to die,
and died with him.

AND yet the accufers, when opportunity
occurred, were furrendered to vengeance, as
were this fame SErviLius and CORNELIUS,
men become famous by the doom of Scau-
RUs; but for accepting from Varrus LiGur
a bribe to drop profccution, they, were inter-
dicted fire and water, and exiled into different
iflands. Asuprus Ruro too, once Adile,
- Whilft he brought a charge againft LENTULUS
GeruLicus, under whom he had led a Le-
gion, ¢« That he had efpoufed his daughter to

“ afon
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“ afonof SEjaNvs,” was himfelf condemned
and banifhed Rome. GETULICUs was at this
time Commander of the Legions in upper
Germany, and by them wonderfully beloved,
for his unbounded clemency, and difcipline
void of rigour, Neither was he unacceptable
to the neighbouring army, through his intereft
in Lucrus AproN1US his father-in-law. Hence
he was univerfally belicved to have, by a Let-
ter, reprefented to the Emperor,  That by no
““ choice of his own had he joined affinity
“ with SEjaNvs, but in compliance with the
“ counfel of TiBER1US, and was as liable as
“ T1BER1Us to be deccived; nor ought one
“ and the fame error to pafs unblamed in the
“ Prince only, and upon all others draw down
“ deadly vengeance, For his own faiths it
“ was pure and inviolate, and, if againft him
“ no plots were framed, would continue un-
“ fhaken. A fucceffor he would receive as no
“ other than the herald of death. It remained
“ therefore, that between them two they
¢ fhould, as it were, eftablith a league, by
¢ which the Prince fhould fill enjoy all the
“ reft of the Empire, and he himfelf always
“ retain hisprovince.”  Thisproceeding, how-
ever amazing, derived credit from hence, that
he only of all that were allied to SEjaNus,
remained in fafety, and even in high favour.
TieER1US, indeed, confidered himfelf under
the preflure of public hatred, under the weight
of extreme age; and that more by reputation
than force his authority was upheld. .
: N
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In the Confulfhip of Carus Sest1us and
Marcus SErRvILIUs, there came to Rome
fome noble Parthians, unknown to ARTA-
BANUS their King. He had formerly, through
dread of GERMANICUS, reigned with huma.
nity towards his own people, and kept his
faith with the Romans; but, afterwards treated
us with arrogance, and his fubjeéts with cru-
elty. His confidence grew from the fuccefsful
wars which he had waged againft the circum-
jacent nations, from his contempt of Ti1BE-
RIUs, as enfeebled through age and unwarlike,
and from a greedy paflion to poflefs Armenia,
over which Kingdom, upon the death of Ar-
TAXIAS, he cftablifhed Arsaces his eldeft fon.
This ufurpation was followed by an infult,
having fent to reclaim  the treafure left. by
“ VoNoNEs in Syria and Cilicia,” as alfo
¢ the re-eftablithment of the ancient bounda-
“ ries between the Perfians and Macedonians. ™
He even threatened, in the fulnefs of vain-
glory, ¢ That he would invade all the coun-
“ tries poflefled by Cyrus, and fince by ALe-
“ XaNDER.” Of this fecret embafly from the
Parthians, the moft powerful promoter was
SINNACEs, of a noble family, and correfpon-
dent wealth, and, next to him in authority,
ABpus the Eunuch, a charalter no wife de-
fpifed amongft the Barbarians, but even en-
trufted with power. Thefe two, in concert
with other Grandees, whom they had engaged
in the combination, fent to Rome for PHRA-
HATES, {on of King PHRAHATEs ; becaufe, of

all
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all the race of the ArsacIDEs, many being
murdered by ARTABANUs, and the reft too -
young, none elfe remained to whom they
could commit the State. The deputics repre-
fented, < That there needed no more than z
“-name and a leader, no more than a defcen-
* dent of Arsackes efpoufed by Casar, and
“ ‘beheld upon the banks of the Euphrates.
- It was what T1BER1Us withed. He invefted
PHRAHATES in the pomp of Royalty, and dif-
patched him with military ftate to recover his
father’s Monarchy ;5 retaining however his old
maxims, ftill to tranfact foreign affairs by arti-
fice and counfels only, and warily avoid en:
gaging in war. ARTABANUSs the while have-
ing learnt the combination, was perplexed be-
tween different paflions; now fear alarmed
and retarded him, then thirft of revenge fired
and excited him. By the Barbarians too, dif:
fimulation and delay are reckoned fervile mea-
fures ; but inftantly to fatiate prefent paffion,
was the {pirit and part of Royalty. Intereft,
however, prevailed : thus he invited Aspus to
a banquet, and fecured him by a lingering poi-
fon; SiNNaces he managed by prefents and
diflimulation, and engaged him in the entan-
glements of bufinefs. Now PHRAHATEs ar-
riving in Syria, and there difufing the Roman
drefs and ceconomy, to which: for fo many
years he had been inured, to refume the cuf-
toms of the Parthians, proved unequal to the
precipitate change, which brought a malady
upon him that carried him off. But Tise-
: RIUS
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rivs forfook not the enterprize; to ARTA-
BaNUs he fubftituted TIr1DATES, a freth com-
petitor, onc of the fame blood. For the re-
covery of Armenia, he chofe-MITHRIDATES,
and reconciled him to his brother PHARAS-
MANESs, who inherited the {overeignty of Ibe-
ria; and over the Eaft, for executing all his
fchemes there, he placed Lucius VITELL1US.
I am not unaware, that in Rome this man
bore an evil eftimation, and that many in-
ftances of depravity are related of him; yet in
governing of Provinces he afted with primi-
tive uprightnefs and virtue. It was after his
return from thence, that his dread of CarLi-
G6uLa, and then his intimacy with CLAUDI1US,
transformed him into {fuch an odious {lave, that
he is reckoned to pofterity as a pattern of the
vile abafement and fhocking deformities of
flattery : his laft chara&er has {fwallowed up his
firft, and the excellencies of his younger ycars
are obliterated by an old age black with flagi-
tious crimes.

OF the petty Kings, MITHRIDATES was the
firft in motion, and incited PHARASMANES to
promote, both by arms and fnares, his efforts
againt Arsaces; fo that inftruments of fubor-
hation were found, who, with ftore of gold,
‘urged his fervants to murder him. At the
fame time, the Iberians broke into Armenia
Wwith numerous forces, and gained the chief
City Artaxata. Upon the firft tidings of thefe
d.ifa{’tcrs, ArTABANUS difpatched, as the cham-
plon of his vengeance, his fon ORoDEs, at

Vou. IL Cc the
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the head of the Parthian army, and fent abroad
to hire auxiliaries. PHARASMANES, on the
other hand, joined the Albanian forces to his
own, with additional aids from the Sarma-
tzans, whofe Princes engaged themfelves on
both fides, according to the manner of the
nation, to embark for pay in oppofite quar-
rels. But the Iberians were mafters of the
pafies, and thence poured the Sarmatzans over
the Cafpian Mountains into Armenia: whereas
thofe that advanced to join the Parthians, were
with eafe debarred entrance, the enemy having
fhut up every approach, except one between
the fca and the uttermoft mountains of Alba-
nias and that one was ftopped by the tide,
which, by the force of the Etefian winds, is
during the fummer driven over the fords;
but in the winter the fouth wind rolls back

the flood, and exhibits a naked ftrand.
WHILE ORODEs was thus bereft of his
Allies, PHARASMANEs, ftrengthened with fuc-
eours, provoked him to battle, and, as he de-
clined it, infulted him, rode up to his en-
trenchments, harafled his forragers, and often
begirt, as it were with a fiege, the quarters of
his camp. This enraged the Parthians, who,
fcorning the unwonted reproach, furrounded
the Prince in crowds, and demanded the com-
bat. Their only forces were in horfe; but
PHARASMANES was likewife powerful in foot:
for, the Iberians and Albanians, as they inha-
bit the rough forefts, are thence more inured
to hardnefs and patience. They fay, « that
¢ they
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« they- arc fprung from Theflaly, by the
“ means of JasoN, who having carried away
“ MEDEA, and had childten by her, returned
¢ again to Colchos, upon the death of AEera,
¢ and filled the vacant throne.” And many
are the traditions which they retain concern-
ing him and the Oracle of PHRYXUS, in reve-
rence to which none of them will facrifice a
ram, asupon this animal they belicve PHRYXUS
to have been carried thither; whether the
fame were a ram, or only the fign of a fhip.
Now both armies being embattled, OrobEs
animated his men with “ the grandeur of the
“ Parthian Empire, the Empire of the Eaft,
“ the lafting glory of the ARSACIDES; and, on
¢ the other fide, the ignoble name of the Ibe-
“ rians and their hireling foldiery.” PHARASs-
MANEs reprefented to his, that ¢ they had
“ cver defended themfelves from the ufurpa-
“ tion of the Parthians, and now fought miore
“ than defence, even a Kingdom; hence the
higher their aims, the more renown to the
vitors; but if they fled, the greater reproach,
and the fame peril.” He bade them to view
and compare their own horrid and threatening
arms with the bands of Medes blazing with
gold, and behold here the bravery of men,
there that of plunder.

WirH the Sarmatzans, however, the {peech
of their General is not the only exhorration ;
It is their way to animate one another. It was
now their united cry, ¢ That they muft not
“ begin their fight by a difcharge of arrows,

Cc2 “ but
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“ but break in at once upon the foe, and fur-
¢ prize them by a clofe engagement.” They
did fo; and hence began a fcene of battle
ftrangely diverfified : the Parthians, accuftomed
with equal dexterity to purfue or fly, fcattered
their troops, thence feeking fcope for their
arrows : the Sarmatzans intirely renounced the
bow, a weapon which they weild with lefs
vigour and perfeverance, and rathed in with
their fwords and pikes. Sometimes, as in an
encotinter of horfe, were beheld the vicifli-
tudes of charging and flying 5 again, as in con-
denfed battles of foot, with the fhocks of their
bodics breaft to breaft, and with the efforts of
their arms, they overthrew and were over-
thrown. Now the Albanians and Iberians
grappled the enemy, dragged them from their
horfcs, and confounded the attacks of the Par-
thians ; who, befides the affaults from the horfe,
were ftill more clofely galled by the foot.
Whilft, during this conflict, the two Generals
fcoured from place to place, to countenance
the brave, or to fupport the wavering, them-
fclves confpicuous to all, and therefore known
to cach other, they encountered fiercely, horfe
to horfe, with terrible cries and lances darted,
but PHARASMANES with moft violence, for he
woundcd Oropes through the helmet, but,
hurricd away by the velocity of his horfe, could
not repeat his blow, and the wounded Prinee
was refcued by the moft refolute of his guards.
Fame, howecver, falfly reported him for flain, and
territying the Parthians, they yielded the victory.

, AGAIN
1
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AGAIN ARTABANUS prepared for revenge,
and, to make it fure, marched with the whole
ftrength of Parthia; but was again beaten by
the Iberians, through thcir fuperiour know-
ledge of the country. Nor even thus would
he have retreated, but that ViTeLrius, by
drawing together his Legions, and thence ex-
citing a rumour, as if hc were juft upon in-
vading Mefopotamia, alarmed him with the
terror of war from the Romans. Armenia
was thercfore abandoned, and the affairs of
ARTABNUS finally ruined ; for VITELLIUS the
while, prompted the Parthians “ to renounce
“ aKing cruel to his fubjedts in peace, and
“ deftru&tive to their ftate by his fatal wars.”
SiNNacEes therefore, whom I have mentioned
as alrcady incenfed, confults his father Appa-
GESEs and others, who had hitherto difguifed
their difaffeétion, and finding them now em--
boldened by fo many continued overthrows,
draws them to an open revolt, To them
flowed in, by little and little, all thofe who
had been rather retained in obedience tirough
fear, than fecured by affe@tion; and, having
thus found leaders, affumed courage to follow
them. So thatto ARTABANUS none now ad-
hered, except fome few foreigners, the guards
of his perfon, out-laws and fugitives from their -
feveral homes, deftitute of all fentiments of
honour, and of every worthy affection, equally
untouched with public or private difgrace, hire-
lings by profeflion, and the retained inftru-
ments of villainy and blood.  Taking thefe for

' Ccgs his
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his attendants, he haftily fled to regions far re-
mote, and bordering upon Scythia, from thence
hoping for fuccours ; for with the Hyrcanians
and Carmanians he was joined in alliance.
He expefted too that the Parthians, a people
always favourable to their Princes after expul-
fion, ever fickle and uneafy under thofe in

pofleflion, might lapfe into remorfe.
ArTaBANUS being fled, and the minds of
the Parthians inclined to a new King, VITEL-
L1us exhorted TIRIDATES ¢ to lay hold on a
« Kingdom prepared to receive him;” and,
with the bulk of the Legions and auxiliaries,
marched to the banks of Euphrates. Whilit
they facrificed to the river, the one after the
rites of the Romans, a {wine, a ram, and a
bull ; the other a horfe; the inhabitants in-
formed them, ¢ That the Euphrates, without
¢ any acceflion of rain, {welled miraculoufly,
« and that the white froth upon the furface
« wound itfelf into circles in the fathion of a
¢« diadem, as a propitious type of fuccefs after
¢« pafling. ” Some explained it with more
fubtlety, < That the firft attempts would be
« artended with immediate profperity, but
 fuch as was fléeting and tranfient ; for that
“ only upon events portended by figns from
¢ the earth and the heavens, was there any
¢ f{ure reliance : rivers were, in their nature,
« fleeting and unftable ; and what omens they
< fuddenly fhewed, they, with the fame rapi-
¢« dity fnatched away.” Over a bridge of
boats the army crofled ; and the firfft wha
arrived
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arrived in the camp was ORNospADEs with
many thoufand horfe. He was formerly an
exile, and had then, with no contemptible
forces, aided TIBERIUs to finifh the war in
Dalmatias a merit which procured him the
right of a Roman Citizen : being afterwards
recalled, he recovered the friendfhip of the
King, and continued high in his favour; fo
that he was placed over all thofe territories
which being wafthed on every fide with the
celebrated rivers of Euphrates and Tigris, are
thence named Mefopotamia. Soon after came
SINNACEs with more forces, as alfo ABDA-
GEsEs, the pillar of the party, with the King’s
treafure, and all the decorations of Royalty.
VireLpivs thought it enough to have coun-
tenanced them with a difplay of the Roman
arms, and now admonithed TIRIDATES and
the chiefs, him “ to remember, that he had
“ for his grand-father PHR AHATES, and was him-
“ felf reared by Casar; fignal honours, and
“ equal incitements to glory :” upon them he
prefled ¢ obedience to their King, and reve-
“ rence towards us; that they would all con-
“ fult their own reputations, and preferve their
“ plighted faith.” Thence he repafled with
his Legions into Syria.

THESE tranfa&tions, though the work of
two campaigns, I have laid together, to relieve
my foul from the fad recital of domeftic evils. .
For, T1BERIUS, though now three years fince
the execution of SejaNuUs, was fo far from
being affwaged by time, fupplications, and

Cc 4 fatiety
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fatiety of blood, means which are wont to
foften all other men, that with rage and pu-
nifhment he fill purfued even ftale and dubi-
ous imputations, as the moft heinous and recent
crimes. Under this dread FuLciNius TrIo,
unable to bear the prevailing perfecution of his
accufers, compofed his laft will, and in it com-
piled a long charge.of iniquities and dreadful
inve&tives againft Macro and the Empcror’s
principal freedmen: the Emperor himfelf he
upbraided with ¢ a fpirit {unk through age,
< and his continued abfence, as a ftate of exile.”
Thefe inve&tives, which the heirs of Tr10 had
Imothered, were, by T1BERIUS, ordered to be
recited ; whether in oftentation that he could
bear- fuch liberties, and defpifed a public re-
hear(al of his own infamy; or whether from
having been long ignorant of the black enor-
mities of SEyANUs, he came afterwards to pre-
fer the divulging of whatever was faid, how-
ever faid, concerning himfelf and his admini-
ftration 5 and fince truth is ever difguifed by
flattery, he meant at leaft to learn it from the
mouth .of reproach. During the fame Con-
fuls, GRANIUS MARTIANUS the Senator,
charged with treafon by Caius GrAccHUS,
laid violent hands upon himfelf; and TaTIUS
GRATIANUS, who had been Prztor, under the
fame charge, was fentenced to capital banifh-
ment. »

THE like ends had TREBELLIENUS RuFus
and SexTius PAcoNiaNus. For, TREBEL-
LIENUS fell by his qwa hand ; and Pacon1a-

NUS
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NUs for Verfes made in prifon againft the
Emperor was there ftrangled. With thefe
executions TIBERIUS was acquainted, not now
feparated from Italy by the fea, nor by mef-
fengers difpatched from afar, but in the neigh-
bourhood of Rome; fonear to itthat he reccived
and anfwered the Letters from the Confuls the
the fame day, or only after the interval of a
night; as if he were from thence beholding
the houfes floating in blood, or the bufy hands
of the executioners opening its fources. In the
end of the yecar expired PorP£Us SaBINUS,
of ordinary defcent, but by the friendfhip of
the Emperors he had acquired the Confulfhip
and triumphal honours. He was al{o entrufted
for four and twenty years with the Govern-
ment of great provinces, for no fignal ability
of his, but that he had talents equal to bufinefs,
and not above it.

THE following Confuls were QUINTUS
Pravurius and Sextus PapiNTus. It was
marked as no matter of horror or furprize,
that Lucrus ArRUsEIUs and *** underwent
this year the pains of death; fo familiar were
civil miferies grown. But terrifying proved
the tragedy of VIBULENUS AGRIPPA, a Ro-
man Knight, who, after his accufers had finifhed
their pleadings, pulling out poifon, which under
his gown he had concealed, {fwallowed it in
open Senate, and as he fell expiring, was by
the LiGtors haftily dragged to the dungeon,
where, though already dead, his neck was
faftened and firgined in a rope. Not even

TiGRA-
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TiGRANES, who had fome time reigned in
Armenia, but was now accufed, could by the
.mame of a King, efcape fuffering, in common
with citizens, the punifhment of death. But
Ca1us Garea a Confular, and the two BL £s1,
fell by their own hands, GALBA, upon receiving
a difmal Letter from Ca4&sAr, which forbid
him to meddle with drawing his lot for a
Province; the BL £s1, becaufe the Priefthoods
which in the profperity of their family he had
afligned-them, and again in its calamity with-
held, he now beftowed, as vacant dignities,
upon others. This they underftood as a fignal
of death, and obeyed it. AMirLia LeriDA
too, who, as I have related, was married to the
young Drusus, the who had purfued her huf-
band’s life, by urging againft him inceflant
crimes, and during the days of her father LE-
PIDUS, remained unpunithed, though deteftable,
was after his death attacked by the accufers,
for adultery with a flave: nor of this her infa-
mous defilement was any doubt made; re-
nouncing therefore all defence, fhe put an end

to her own life. ' :
AsourT the fame time the Cliteans, a people
fubjet to ArcHELAUS the Cappadocian, ag-
grieved to be after the Roman manner brought
under a rate, and compelled to pay tribute,
betook themfelves to the ridges of Mount
Taurus, and by the nature of the fituation de-
fended themfelves againft the unwarlike forces
of the King; till:ViTELL1US, Prefident of
Syria, difpatched to their relief his Licutenant
Marcus
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Marcus TREBELLIUs, with four thoufand
Legionary foldiers and fome chofen auxiliaries.
TREBELLIUs begirt with entrenchments the
two hills upon which the Barbarians were en-
camped, the lefler named Cadra, the other
Davara, and forced them all to furrender :
fome who attempted to fally, he fubdued by
the {word ;s the reft he overcame by thirft,
TirIDATES, with the approbation of the Par-
thians, took poffeflion of Nicephorium, An-
themufias, and other cities founded by the
Macedonians, and thence called by Greek
names, as likewife of Halus and Artemita,
Parthian cities; the inhabitants of each con-
tending in joy for the change, as they all
detefted ARTABANUS, bred amongft the bar-
barous Scythians, and himfelf barbaroufly cruel,
but from TIrIDATES hoped a humane fpirit,

¢ivilized by a Roman education.
ParTicULARLY exceflive was the flattery
praftifed on this occafion by the citizens of
Seleucias a powerful city futrounded with
walls, and not corrupted into the barbarous
ufages of the Parthians, but ftill retaining the
inftitutions of SkLEUCuUs, its Greek founder.
Three hundred citizens, chofen for wealth or
wifdom, compofe, as it were, a Senate; to
the populace too remains their fhare of powers
and when all a& with unanimity, they defpife
the Parthians; but when difcord reigns, while
cach fide calls in foreign aid againft their com-
petitors, he who is invited prevails againft the
whole : A confequence which had befallen.
’ them
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them in the reign of ARTABANUS, who deli-
vered the commonalty to the dominion of
the Nobices, in pure fubfervience to the maxims
and intereft of his own power. For the fove-
rcignty of the People is an eftablithment of
Liberty; but the domination of a few comes
nearer to the unchecked luft of fimple Mon-
archy. Upon the coming of TIRIDATEs,
they heaped on him all the honours paid to
the ancient Kings, with all {uch as the prefent
age has improved or invented, and to the
praifes of .the new .Prince added contumelies
againft ARTABANUS,  that only by his father
“ he was akin to the ARsSACIDES, and in
“ every other inftance an apoftate from their
“ race.” TIRIDATES committed to the People
the government of Scleucia.” As he was next
confulting about fettling a day for folemnizing
his inauguration, he received letters from PHRA-
HATEs and Hiero, who prefided over potent
Provinces, entreating a fhort refpit; {o that he
agreed to wait the arrival of men fo fignally
powerful, and proceeded the while to Ctefi-
phon, the fcat of the Empire. But as from
day to day they delayed coming, the Surena in
a great prefence, and with their applaufes, put
the Royal Diadem, according to the ceremony
of the country, upon his head.

ANp had he ftrait advanced into the
center of the Kingdom and the further Pro-
vinces, he had over-awed the fufpence of fuch
as halted, and found fubmiflion from all Par-
thia. But, by beficging a fortrefs, whither

ARTA-
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ArTABANUS had conveyed his money and
miftreffes, he furnifthed the fickle Parthians with
leifure to violate their late affociation. For,
PurAHATEs and HieEro, with {uch others as
had not joined with the reft in celebrating his
coronation, returned to their old allegiance,
part through fear, fome from envy to ABDa-
GEsEs, who then governed the new King and
his whole court. They found ARTABANUS in
Hyrcania, covered with naftinefs and mifery,
and with his bow labouring for food. At firft
he was terrified, and apprchended treachery.
When they affured him of their faith, and that
to reftore him to fovereignty they were come,
he asked, ¢ whence the fudden change?”
Hiero, in anfwer, reproached ¢« TIRIDATES
“ asaboy, and that the Empirce was no longer
“ adminiftered by one of thebrave ARSACIDES;
“ but a lad foftened by foreign effeminacy,
“ poffeffed the empty title, whilft in the fa-
“mily of ABDPAGESEs the whole power
“ remained.”

HE difcerned, politic ashe was, and old in
reigning, that, however falfe in their affec-
tions, their hate was unfeigned. Neither tarried
he longer than to get together fome Scythian
fuccours, and then marched with difpatch, to
fruftrate the meafures of his cnemies, and to
obviate the defe@tion of his friends. Nor
changed he yet his noifome drefs, as by it he
meant to draw the commiferation of the popu-
lace. In his march he lcft untried no expe-
dient, no prayers nor wiles, to engage in his

intereft
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intereft fuch as wavered, to confirm fuch as
adhered, and he was already in the neighbour-
hood of Seleucia, before TIRIDATES, dif-
mayed at once with the tidings of ARTABANUS,
and with ARTABANUS in perfon, could deter-
mine whether to make head againft him, or
protra&t the war. His counfels were diftracted.
They who preferred a battle and fpeedy iffue,
argued, ¢ that the enemy’s forces were ftill in
* difarray and fpent with long journeys: nor
“ in truth were they in their hearts fincercly
“ reconciled to obedience; they, who were
“ lately the betrayers and open enemies of
‘¢ that fame Prince whom thus, after expulfion,
“ they efpoufed.” But ABDAGESEs advifed
“ a retreat into Mefopotamia, that therc, de-
“ fended by the interpofition of the river,
“ they might have time to arm the Armenians
“ and Elymeans, with other adjacent nations;
“ and, being thus firengthened by confederate
* troops, and fuch as the Roman General
“ fhould fend, might try with thefe advan-
“ tages the fortune of war.” This advice
prevailed, as ABDAGEsEs held the higheft
authority, and TiIRIDATES was fearful of
dangers. But their departure had all the ap-
pearance and confequences of a rout: for the
Arabs beginning the defertion, the reft fol-
lowed, and retired to their {everal homes, or
to the camp of ARTABANUSs; {o that TIRI-
DATES with a few croffed over to Syria, where
he difcharged them all, as well from his fes-

vice,
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vice, as from the infamy of being betrayed by
them.

THE fame year the City fuffered the grie-
vous calamity of fire, which burnt down that
part of the Circus contiguous to mount Aven-
tine, and the Mount itfelf; a lofs which turned
to the glory of the Prince, as he paid in money
the value of the houfes deftroyed. A hundred
thoufand great fefterces he expended in this
bounty, which proved the more grateful to the
people, as he was ever {paring in private build-
ings. In truth, his public works never ex-
ceeded two, the Temple of AucusTus and
the Scene of PompEeY’s Theatre; nor, when
he had finithed both, did he dedicate either,
whether obftrutted by old age, or defpifing
popularity. For afcertaining the damage of
particulars, the four fons-in-law of TIBERIUS
were appointed, CNE1us Domirtius, Cas-
stus LoNGgiNuUs, Marcus ViNicius, and
RuBeLLius BLanpus, aflited by PusLius
PeTRONIUS, nominated by the Confuls. To
the Emperor likewife were decreed feveral
honours, varioufly devifed, according to the
different drift and genius of fuch as propofed
them. Which of thefe he meant to accepr,
or which to reje&, the approaching iffue of
his days has buried in uncertainty. For not
long after, CNE1Us AcerroNIUS and Carus
PoNTIiUus commenced Confuls, the laft Con-
fuls under T1sErTUs. The power of Macro
was already exceflive, who, as he had at no
time ncgledted the favour of CALIGULA,

courted
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courted it now more and more earneftly every
day. After the death of CLAUDIA, Whom I
have mentioned to have been efpoufed to the
young Prince, he conftrained ENN1A his own
wife to ftimulate the affeGtions of CALIGULA,
and to fecure him by a promife of marriage.
The truth is, CAL1GULA was one that denied
nothing that opened his way to fovercignty;
for although of a tempeftuous genius, he had
yet in the {chool of his grand-father, well
acquired all the hollow guifes of diflimulation.

His f{pirit was known to the Emperor;
hence the Empceror was puzzled about be-
queathing the Empire : and firft as to his
grand-fons; the fon of DRUsUs was nearer in
blood, and dearer in point of affeétion, but as
yet a child; the fon of GERMANIcUs had
arrived at the vigour of youth, and the zeal
of the people followed him; a motive to
his grand-father, only to hate him. He had
even debates with himfelf concerning Cravu-
p1Us, becaufe of folid age, and naturally in-
clined to honeft purfuits; but the defect of his
faculties withftood the choice. In cafe he
fought a fucceflor apart from his own family,
he dreaded left the memory of Aucustus,
left the name of the C£sars fhould come to
be fcorned and infulted. For, it was not fo
much any ftudy of his, to gratify the prefent
generation, and fecure the Roman State, asto
perpctuate to pofterity the grandeur of his race.
So that his mind ftill wavering, and his ftrength

decaying, to the decifion of fortune he pet-
mitted
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mitted a counfel to which he was now unequal.’
¥et he dropped certain words whence might.
be gathered, that he forefaw the events and
revolutions which were to comie to pafs after.
him; for, he upbraided Macro, by no dark.
riddle, < that he forfook the fetting fun, and
“ courted the rifing; ” and of CaL1GULA, who
upon fome occafional difcourfe ridiculed Syrra,
he foretold, ¢ that he would have all SyLra’s
“ vices, and not one of his virtues.” More-
over, as he was, with many tears, embracing
the younger of his grandfons, and perceived
the countenance of CaLiGULA implacable and
provoked ; ¢ Thou, faid he, wilt flay him, and
< another fhall flay thee.” But, however his
illnefs prevailed, he relinquithed nothing of
his vile ‘voluptuoufnefs, forcing patience, and
feigning health. He was wont too to ridicule
the prefcriptions of Phyficians, and all men
who, after the age of thirty, needed to be in-
formed by any one elfe, what helped or hurted
their conftitutions.

At Rome, the while, were fown the fan-
guinary feeds of executions, to be perpetrated
even after TiBERIUs. L.£rtus BaLsus had
charged AcuTia, (the wife formerly of Pus-
LIUs VITELLIUS) with high treafon; and, as
the Senate were, after her condemnation, de-
creeing a reward to the accufer, the fame was
obftructed by the interpofition of JuN1us
OTHo, Tribune of the people: Hence their
mutual hate,  which ended in the cxile of
OtHo. Thereafter ALBU CILLA, who had

VoL. IL Dd been
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been married to SATRIUS SECUNDUS, hint
that revealed the confpiracy of SejaNvs, and
herfelf famous for many amours, was impeached
of impious rites devifed againft the Prince. In
the charge were involved, as her affociates anrd
adulterers, CNeE1us DomiTivus, VIBIUS
Marsus, and Lucius ARRUNTIUS.
The noble defcent of DomiT1ius I have above
declared : MaRrsus too was diftinguithed by
the ancient dignitics in his houfe, and himfelf
illuftrious for learning. The Minutes, how-
ever, tranfmitted to the Senate, imported,
« that in the examination of the witnefles,
« and torture of the {laves, M Acro had pre-
¢ f{ided;” ncither came thefe Minutes accoms
panied with any letter from the Emperot
againft the accufed. Hence it was {ufpected,
that, while he was ill, and perhaps without
his privity, the accufations were in great mea-
fure forged by Macro, in confequence of his
notorious enmity to ARRUNTIUS.

Dowmrrivus therefore, by preparing for his
defence, and MaRsus, by {eeming determined
to famifh, both protracted their lives. ARRUN-
T1Us chofe to die; and to the importunity of
his friends, ®rging him to try delays and eva-
fions, he anfwered, ¢ that the fame meafures
“ were not alike honourable to all men; his
“ own life was abundantly long; nor had he
¢ wherewithal to reproach himdfelf, fave that
“ he had fubmitted to bear thus far an old
“ age loaded with anxicties, expofed to daily
¢ danggrs, and the crucl fport of power; hlong

- «¢ hatec
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¢ hated as he was by SEyaNuUs, now by
« Macro, always by fome reigning Minifter;
« hated through no fault of his own, but as
« one irreconcilable to bafenefs and the iniqui-
« ties of power. He might, intruth, out-live
¢ and avoid the few and laft days of TiBg-
“ Rrrus; but how efcape the youth of his heir?
« If upon T1BERIUS at fuch an age, and after
“ fuch confummate experience, the violent
¢ fpirit of unbridled dominion had wrought
“ with fuch efficacy, as intirely ‘to tranfport
“ and change him; was it likely that CaLi-
“ guLa, he who had fcarce outgrown his
¢ childhood, a youth ignorant of all things,
“ or nurflt and principled in the worft, would
% follow a courfe more rightcous under the
¢ guidance of MAcCrO; the fame Macro,
“ who, for deftroying SEyANUSs, was employed
“ as the more wicked of the two, and had
“ fince by more mifchiefs and cruelties torn
“ and affli¢ted the Commonweal? For him-
“ felf; he forefaw a fervitude yet more vehe-
“ ment, and therefore withdrew at once from
the agonies of paft and of impending ty-
ranny.” Uttering thefe words, with the
{pirit of a prophet, he opened his veins. How
wifely ARRUNTIUS anticipated death, the
following times will terribly demonftrate. For
ALBuciLLA; fhe aimed at her own life, but
the blow being impotent, the was by order of
Senate dragged to execution in the prifon.
Againft the minifters of her lufts it was de-
creed, “ that GRasiD1US SACERDOS, formerly

" Dd2 ¢ Prator,

«
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 Prxtor, thould be exiled into an ifland,
“ PoNTIUS FREGELLANUS be degraded from
“ the Senates and that upon L £L1usBaLBUS
¢ the, fame penalty thould be infliGted:” his
punithment particularly proved matter of joY,
as he was accounted a man of peftilent clo-
quence, and prompt to attack the innocent.

ABourT the fame time, SEXTUs PariN1us,
of a Confular family, chofe on a fudden a
frightful end, by a defperate and precipitate
fall. The <caufe was afcribed to his mother,
who, after many rcpulfes, had, by various
aliurements and the ftimulations of fenfuality,
urged him to prattices and embaraflinents from
whence only by dying he could devife an
iffuc.  She was therefore accufed in the Sc-
nate; and, though in a proftrate pofturc fhe
embraced the knees of the Fathers, and pleaded
“ the tendernefs and grief of a mother, with
“ the imbecillity of a woman’s fpirit under
“ fuch an affeCting calamity ;”* with other mo-
tives of pity in the fame doleful ftrain, the was
banithed Rome for ten years, till her younger
fon were paft the age of lubricity.

As to TIBERIUS; already his body, already
his {pirits failed him; But his diflimulation
failed him not. He exerted the fame vigour
of mind, the fame energy in his looks and
difcourfe, and even fometimes ftudied to be
gay, by it to hide his declenfion, however no-
torious.  So that, after much fhifting of places,
he fettled at the Promontory of Mifenum, in
a villa of which LucurLus was once Jord.

There

<
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There it was difcovered that his end was at
hand, by this device. In his train was a Phy-
fician, his name CHARICLES, fignal in his
profeflion, one, in truth, not employed to di-
re&t the Prince’s health, but wont however to
afford his counfcl and skill. CHARICLES, as
if he were departing to attend his own affairs,
under the appearance of paying duty and kifl
ing his hands, touched his pulfe. But the
artifice beguiled not T1BERIUS, for he inftantly
ordered the entertainment to be ferved up,
whether incenfed, and thence the more fmo-
thering his wrath, is uncertain.  But, at table
he continued beyond his wont, as if he mecant
that honour only for a farewell to his friend.
But for all this, CHaricLEs fatisfied MAcro,
¢ thar the flame of life was expiring, and could
“ not outlaft two days.” Hence the whole
court was filled with clofe confultations, and
cxprefles were difpatched to the Generals and
Armies. On the fixtcenth of March, fo deep
a fwoon fcized him, that he was believed to
have paid the laft debt of mortality 5 infomuch
that CaLicuLra, in the midft of a great throng,
paying their congratulations, was already ap-
pearing abroad, to affume the firft oflices of
Sovereignty, when fudden notice came, < that
“ TiBerIUs had recovered his fight and voice,
“and, to ftrengthen his fainting {pirits, had
“ called for fome refrefhment.” Hence dread
feized all, and the wholc concourfc about
Caricura difperfed, every man affuming
falle forrow, or feigning ignorance. He him-

Dd 3 felf
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felf was ftrack fpeechlefs, and thus fallen from
the higheft hopes, waited for prefent death.
Macro continued undifmayed, and, ordering
the apartment to be cleared, caufed the feeble
old man to be fmothered with a weight of
coverings. Thus expired TIBER1US in the
feventy-cighth year of his age.

HEe was the fon of NERro, and on both
fides a branch of the Claudian houfe, though
his mother had been ingrafted by adoptions
into the Livian, and next into the Julian ftock.
From his firft infancy, his life was checquered
by various turns and perils. For, then he fol-
lowed, like an exile, his profcribed father;
and when taken in quality of a ftep-fon into
the family of Avgusrus, he long ftruggled
there with many potent rivals, during the lives
of MARCELLUs and AGRIPPA, next of the
young Czfars, Carusand Lucrus. His brother
Drusus too eclipfed him, and poffeficd more
eminently the hearts of the Roman people.
But above all, his marriage with Juria moft
egregioufly threatened and diftrefied him, whe-
ther he bore the proftitutions of his wife, or
relinquithed the daughter of Auvcustus. Upon
his return thercafter from Rhodes, he occupied
for twelve years the Prince’s family, now be-
reft of heirs, and nigh three and twenty ruled
the Roman State. His manners alfo varied
with the feveral jun&ures of his fortune : he
was well efteemed while yet a private man,
and, in difcharging public dignities under
Avycustys, of fignal reputation; covert and

fubdo-
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fubdolous in feigning virtue fo long as GER-
MaNic Us and DrRusus furvived; a mixed
charatter of good and evil during the days of
his mother; deteftably cruel, but fecret in his
lewdnefs, while he loved or feared SEjanus.
At laft he abandoned himfelf, at once, to the
rage of tyranny and the {way of his lufts: for,
he had then conquered all the checks of fhame
and fear, and thenceforth followed only the
bent of his own abominable fpirit.

Dd 4 THE
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BOOK XL

The SUMMARY.

THE condemnation and death of VALERIUS AstaTicus,
by the procurement of MESSALINA. The iniquity and
rz;em/zt] of the public Pleaders. Their fees aftertained.
Civil combuftions in Parthia. Secular Plays exbhibited at
Rome. CLAUDIUS adds three letters to the Alphaber.
A fbort Differtation concerning the origin of Letters.
TravLvus effablifbed King over the Cherufeans. CorBuLa
made Commander in lower Germany, bis fevere and ex-
cellent difcspline. CurTIUs RUFUS zj;ﬂingui/bed with the
Triumphal Ornaments. The rife and flory of that Roman.
Of the inftitution of the office of Quaftor, and its varia-
sions. 'The Nobility of Gaul" admitzed to all the rights of
Roman Citizens. The number of Patricians augmented,
MEsSALINA the Emprefs, her wild lewdnefs. She openly
marries C. SIL1US: is accufed to the Emperor, and her
wdnlterers pmnjbed. Her execution how procured and
effefed. ’
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¥k +xxY YOR, MEessaLiNa, implacable to-
wards VALERIUs ASIATICUS, one
twice Conful, whom fhe belicved to have been
Porp£A’s adulterer, and equally panting after
his fine gardens, begun by LucuLrus, but by
him beautified with fignal magnificence, fu-
borned SuiLius to accufc both him and her.
In the plot was joined SosiBrus, Tutor to
PriTanNIcUs, who, under the mask of zeal,
was to warn CLAUDIUS, ¢ that mighty wcalth
“in private hands, was ever mifchievous and
threatening to Princes. In the aflaflination
of CaLicuLa, Asiaticus had been the
principal direGtor, nor feared to avow it in
a public congregation of the pcople, nor
even to claim the glory of the parricide:
hence his popularity and renown in Rome;
infomuch that his purpofe of withdrawing
and putting himfelf at the head of the Ar-
mics, wasalready a prevailing rumour through
all the Provinces; for that being born at
Vienne, and fupported there by numerous
“ and powerful families, all his own relations,
“ it depended upon his pleafure to excite an
infurretion of his countrymen the Gauls. ”
This fufficed CLaubp1Us, who, in order to
feize him, inftantly difpatched away Crispi-
Nus, Captain of the Pratorian guards, with a
body of foldiers, as if a war had becn to be
cruthed. He was found at Baix, and hurried
to Rome in chains.
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NEITHER was it indulged him to be heard
by the Senate; he was privately tried in 2
chamber in the prefence of MESSALINA.  SU-
L1us charged him ¢ with corrupting the fol-
“ diery, as having by money and abominable
“ pleafures engaged them in his intereft, and
“ prepared them for every the moft flagrant
¢ iniquity ; with his adulterous amours with
“ Porr£a, and with furrendering his perfon
< to unnatural defilements.” This laft article
overcame his patience, and breaking in upon
the accufation, “ Ask thy own fons, Sui-
“ Lius, faid hes thy fons will fatisfy thee that
#*¢ I am aman.” As he proceeded in his de-
fence, he forced tears even from MESSALINA,
and in CLAUDI1vUs raifed agitations flill more
powerful. But the Emprefs leaving the room
to dry her eyes, warned VITELLIUs, “ not to
“ fuffer the accufed to efcape.” She herfelf
haftened to accomplith the doom of Porr4£a,
by fuborning perfons who urged her, through
the terrors of imprifonment, to a voluntary
end ; a cataftrophe of which the Emperor was
fo utterly unapprized, that a few' days after,
as her husband Scir10 was at table with him,
he continued asking why he fat down without
his wifc? till Scipio anfwered, that the was
no more.

Now as CrLaup1ius was deliberating about
clearing Asiaticus, the hollow ViTELL1US
wept, and recounting their ancient friendfhip,
with the dusiful obfervance which they had
equally paid to ANTONIA, the Prince’s }xlno-

tner;
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ther; then difplaying the good fervices of As1a~
r1cus to the Commonwealth, particularly his
late exploits in Great-Britain, with other argu-
ments which {cemed proper to excite mercy ;
he at laft propofed to grant him the free choice
of his own death; a fort of clemency of which
Craupius declared his approbation. There
were fome who cxhorted him to dic gently,
by abftinence only ;5 an indulgence which he
rejetted, but perfifting in his wonted exercilcs,
he bathed, and even fupped chearfully. He
faid, he thould with more credit have been
facrificed to the dark artifices of TIBER1US, or
to the fury of CALIGULA, than thus perith by
the devices of a woman, and the proftitute
lips of VITELLIUS 5 then opened his veins, but
firt viewed his funeral pile, and direéted its
removal into another place, left the {moke
thould fcorch the heads of the trees, and leflcn
their cool thade. Such was his firmnefs, even,
in the arms of death.

THE Senate was thereafter fummoned, and
SuiLtus proceeded alfo to accufe the illuftri-
ous Roman Knights, firnamed Petre. The
real caufe of their bane was, that for a place
of aflignation, they had accommodated VALE-
R1Us and Porp£A with the ufe of their houfcy
but to onc of them a dream was objefted, as
if he had beheld Craupius crowned with a
chaplet of the ears of corn, their beards down-
wards, and thence foretold a public famine.
Others have related, that the chaplet he beheld
Wwas of vine-branches with white leaves, whilclh

c
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he conftrued to portend the death of the Prince
at the clofe of autumn. Whatever he dreamt,
this is undoubted, that for a dream both he
and his brother were facrificed. To Crispi-
Nus was decreed the Pretorfhip, and a reward
of thirty-feven thoufand five hundred crowns,
and to SosiB1us five and twenty thoufand, at
the motion of VITELLIUs, who recommended
him as one that aflifted BRiTANNICUS with
good inftructions, and CrLaupivs with whole-
fome counfels. Scipio, who was aifo asked
his opinion, faid ; ¢ Secing I entertain of Por-
 p.£a’s mifdeeds the fame thoughts with all
« others, believe me to vote as all others
“ vote;” adclicate temperament between the
affettions of a husband, and the danger of
provoking by his diflcnt her powecrful enc-
mics.

SuiLius continued thenceforward an incef-
fant and mercile(s accufer ; and many laboured
to cmulate his abandoned octupation. For,
the Emperors, by ufurping all the authority
of the Magiftrates, and the arbitrary difpenfs-
tion of all the Laws, had opencd a ficld for
endlefs cruelties and depredations; nor of all
the commoditics of price was ayght fo fale-
able, as the faithlefs fpirit of the pleaders; in-
fomuch that Samius, an illuftrious Roman
Knight, having given SuiLius a fee of ten
thoufand crowns, and finding himfelf betrayed
in the caufe, fell upon his {word in the houfe
of his traiterous advocate. A complaint of
this gricvance being therefore begun by Caius

' SILIUS

-
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Siius Conful ele&t, whofe power and over-
throw I fhall in its place remember, the whole
Senate concurred, and demanded, that the Cin-
cian Law might be reftored to forces an old
Law, which enjoined “ that no man fhould,
« for pleading a caufe, accept of gift or pay-
“ ment.”

Hence they, over whom the infamy was
impending, raifing a clamour agdinft the mo-
tion; SiLius, who entertained an animofity
againft SuirLtus, perfifted with the morc afpe-
rity, and quoted ¢ the examples of the an-
“ cient Orators, who had cfteemed prefent
“ applaufc and the praifes of pofterity, the
moft illuftrious recompence of their elo-
quence. Otherwife, an accomplithment the
moft dignified of all others, werc debafed
into fordid proftitution. Nor, in truth, was
the faith of pleaders to be trufted, where the
greatnefs of gain was their end. Befides, if
no marn found his merchandize in defending
fuits, there would be fewer fuits to defend ;
whereas, upon the prefent foot, enmities,
accufations, mutual hate and mutual oppref-
fions were promoted and inflamed to fuch a
degree, that asan inundation of difeafes was
the market of Phyficians, {o the contagion
of the Bar proved the revenue of the Plead-
ers. They might remember Ca1us AsiN1Us
and Marcus MEessaLra, and more lately
ARRUNTIUS and .ESERNINUs; nren who
arrived to the fupreme dignities of the ftate
£ by a life unblemifhed, and an eloquence

“ never
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“* never expofed to price.” This reafoning
from the Conful cle&t found the concurrence
of the Senate, and a decree was about to pafs,
to fubje& them to the penalties of the Law
againft extortion, when Suirius, Cossurtia-
Nus, and the reft, who apprehended not a re-
gulation only, but even their own punifthment
{for their guilt was manifeft) gathered round
the Prince, befeeching remiflion for what was
pafled 5 and after he had, by a motion of his
head, fignified his affent, they thus proceeded :
“ WHo was the man of fuch unbounded
“ vanity as to prefume upon an eternity of
“fame?! The pra@tice of pleading was in-
“ tended only for the prefent purpofes of fo-
“ ciety, a common refuge for all men, efpe-
“¢ cially that none might for want of pleaders
““ be cruthed by the powerful: neither was
“ cloquence itfelf acquired, or exerted with-
““ out pains and expence; fince they who pro-
“ fefled it forfook their own domeftic cares,
“ to apply themfelves to the bufinefs of others.
“ Many followed the profeflion of war, many
““ that of husbandry, and by both profeffions
“ a livelihood was gained; and nothing was
“ purfued by any man, but with a view to the
“ advantages it produced. Eafily might Asi-
“ N1Uus and MEsSALLA, enriched by the event
“ of the war between ANTHONY and Av-
“ Gustus; cafily might the EserNINT and
- ARRUNTII, heirs of wealthy houfes, all pof-
“ fefs a fpirit above the price of pleading.
“ But equally obvious were the examples of
PusLivus
I
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« pysLius CLop1ius and Caius Curio, for
« what immenfe rewards they were wont to
“ plead. For themfclves; they were mean
¢ Senators, and, as the Commonwealth en-
“ joyed a perfe& calm, only aimed at fubfit-
ing by the emoluments of peace. Nay, there
“ were thofe of the commonalty, who ftrove
“ to fhine by the Gown and the Bar; but were
“ the price and encouragement of ftudying
“ withdrawn, the Studics themfelves muft pe-
“ rifh.” Confiderations thefe far from ho-
nourable s but to CLAUDIUS they appeared of
no {fmall force. He therefore fettled the ut-
moft meafure of fees at two hundred and fifty
crowns, and fuch as exceeded were fubjected
to the penalties of extortion.

DurinG the fame time MITHRIDATES,
whom I have mentioned to have reigned in
Armenia, and to have been brought in bonds
to the tribunal of C&sar, returned by the
dirc&tion of - Craupius into his Kingdom,
confiding in the power and afliftance of his
brother PuarasMaNEs King of the Iberians,
who had fent him advice, ¢ that diffentions
“ prevailed amongft the Parthians, and that,
“ while the fate of thcir own crown was in
* fufpence, foreign conquefls, as things of lefs
“ moment, muft be negleGted.” For, the
mMany cruelties of GoTARZEs, particularly the
fudden murder of his brother ARTABANUS,
with that of his wife and fon, and thence the
dread of his tyranny to the reft of the nobi-
lity, prompted them to call BARDANES to the

throne,

L3
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throne, a Prince of great adivity and enter-
prize, fo much that in two days he travelled
threc thoufand furlongs, then inftantly in-
vaded, utterly terrified and furprized, and even
exterminated Gotarzes. With the fame ex-
pedition he {cized the neighbouring provinces,
all but Scleucia, which alone difowned his
fway : fo that, more tranfported with wrath
againft the "Seleucians, as a people who had
likewife revolted from his father, than con-
fulting his prefent intereft, he entangled him-
felf in the fiege of a city encompaflfed with
firong walls, replenithed with ftores, and a
river onc of its bulwarks. For, GoTarzcs
the while, ftrengthened by forcés from the
Dahans and Hyrcanians, renewed the war; fo
that BARDANEs bcing neceflitated to relinquifh
the fiege, retired to the plains of Badtria, and

there encamped. s
IN this combuftion and difunion of the
powers in the Eaft, and uncertainty how the
fame would terminate, an occafion of poifcff—
ing Armenia was adminiftcred to MiTHRI-
pATEs, allifted by the Roman foldiers, who
demolithed the firong holds, and by the Ibe-
‘'rians, who over-ran and wafted the country.
For, the Armenians made no longer refiftance,
after the fate of DEmoNax their Governor,
who had ventured a battle, and was defeated s
only fome of the Nobles countenanced Corys,
King of Armenia the lefs, who thence became
a thort obftacle, but by letters from the Em-
peror was awed into acquiefcence.  Hence the
whole
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whole devolved upon MITHRIDATES, Wiic f2il
however into meafures more vic'cat than be-
fitted a Prince newly cftablithed. As to the
Parthian competitors ; in the heat of their pre-
parations for a battle, they all on a fudden
ftruck aleague, alarmed as they werc by a con-
fpiracy of the Parthians againft both, but firft
difcovered to Gotarzes, and by him to his
brother BARDANES.  In the beginning of their
interview, they were fhy and dithdent, at laft
ventured to join hands, then fwore upon the
altar of the Gods, to revenge the trcafon of
their mutual enemies, and even to refign to
cach other. But, as BARDANES was held more
wotthy to retain the Monarchy ; GoTARZEs,
in order to remove with himfelf all ground of
jealoufy, retired far into Hyrcania. To Bar-
DANES, upon his return, Seleucia was furren-
.dered in the feventh year of its fiege 5 fo long
had that fingle city {uftained its independency,
and baflled the power of Parthia, to the fignal
difgrace of the Parthian Monarchy.

HE next took poffeflion of the moft potent
provinces, and had recovered Armenia, but
that Viprus Marsus, Lieutcnant of Syria, re-
ftrained him, by threatening him with war. In
the mean time, GoTARZES, regretting his con-
ceflion of the Kingdom, and again recalled by
the nobility, " whofe bondage is ever moft

.Migorous during peace, formed an army, and
Wwas mct as far as the river Charinda by Bar-
DANEs, who, after an obftinate fight in difputc-
Ing the paflage, remained conqueror, and

Vour. IL Ec thence,
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thence, by a continued courfe of vittories,
fubdued all the nations lying between that
river and the Gyndes, which parts the Dahans
from the Arians. There the torrent of his
conquefts was obftructed; for, the Parthians
however viQorious, refufed profecuting a war
fo remote from home. Struttures being there-
fore raifed, as monuments of his grandeur and
conquefts, and to fignify, that none of the
Arsacipes before him had from thefe nations
exa&ted tribute, he returned, mighty, in truth,
in glory, but thence the more imperious and
infupportable to his fubjects, who thercfore,
by guile before concerted, flew him, \Vh11€
deftitute of guards or apprehenf ons, he was
only intent upon the chace, in the flower of
his youth, but poflefled of fuch high renown
as few of the oldeft Kings could have claimed,
had he equally ftudied the love of his people,
as he did to awe his enemies. The aflaffina-
tion of BARDANES begot frefh ftruggles amongft
the Parthians, divided as they were about fill-
ing the throne. Many adhered to GoTaArzEs;
fome propofed MEHERDATES, the grand-fon
of PHRAHATES, and by him given in hoftage
to the Romans. GoOTARZEs prevailed, but was
no fooner eftablithed, but by an abandoned
courfe of cruelties and luxury, he forced the
Parthians upon fecret recourfe to the Roman
Emperor, folliciting for MEHERDATES t0

occupy the dominions of his anceftors.
UnpzR the fame Confuls were celebrated
the Secular Games, cight hundred years aftgf
I R
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the founding of Rome, fixty-four fince they
had been exhibited by Aucustus. The feveral
purpofes of thefe Princes in thefe Games I pafs
over here, as already largely recounted by me
in my Hiftory of the Emperor DoMITIAN ;
for he too prefented Secular Games, at which
I aflifted in perfon, and the more afliduoufly,
as I was invefted with the Quindecemviral
Prietthood, and at that time Prator; a circum-
ftance which from no vain-glory I infert, but
becaufe formerly the College of fifteen pre-
fided in that feftival, and the Magiftrates chiefly
difcharged the offices of the folemnity. Whilft
CLaupius was beholding the Games in the
Circus, and the boys of quality reprefented on
horfeback the fiege of Troy, amongft them
particularly BRiranNricus the Emperor’s fon,
with Lucrus Domitius, who was afterwards
adopted into the Claudian family by the name
of NEro, and fucceeded to the Empire; the
affedtions of the populace appeared more paf-
fionate for Domirius; a thing which paffed
then for a propitious omen, and thence fur-
nithed a common tradition, ¢ That in his in-
“ fancy two dragons, pofted like guards, were
“ feen about him ;™ a fable framed in imita-
tion of the miraculous tales current in foreign
nations. For, Nero himfelf, a Prince who
nhever abridged his own fame, was wont to
declare, that in his chamber was never beheld

but one fnake only.
In truth, this partiality of the people ac-
crued from the memory of GERMANICUS, from
Ec2 whom
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whom he was the only defcendent of the male
kind ; and the popular commiferation towards
his mother AGRIPPINA, rofc in proportion to
the crucl vengeance of MEssaLINa, always
her inveterate encmy, and now inflamed with
trefh rage; infomuch that, if fhe did not juft
then forge crimes and fuborn accufers to de-
{ftroy that Lady, it was owing only to a new
amour which poflefled her with a paflion bor-
dering upon fury. She was fo vehemently
enchanted with the perfon of Ca1us SiLius,
tic moft beautiful of all the Roman youth,
that fhe obliged him to divorce his wife Junia
S1LaNa, a Lady of high quality, in order to
potleis alone the embraces of the adulterer.
Wor was S1Lius unapprized of his crime, nor
of the doom which threatened him s but, it
was dcftruction without rcfource, if he with-
ftocd MEssaLINA, and glorious rewards were
to be the fruits of his compliance. There
were fome hopes too of blinding CLauD1US;
{o that he held the plcafanteft counfel the
fafeft, to wait future and diftant confequences,
and to indulge prefent profperity. The Em-
prefs, far from purfuing her amour by theft and
privacy, frequented his houfc openly, with a
numcrous train, accompanied him inceflantly.
abroad, loaded him with wealth, covered him
with honours ; and, in fhort, as if the fortune
of the Empire had been transferred with the
Emperor’s wife, at the houfc of her adulterer
were already feen the flaves, freedmen, and
equipage of the Prince.

CLav-
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Craupius was a ftranger to the diforders
of his wife, and then exerting the authority of
Cenfor. Hc correGted the pcople by fevere
Edics tor fome latc inftances of their licenti-
outnefs, as they had, at the reprefentation of a
dramatic piece compofed by PusLius Poar-
poN1Us, reviled that Confular in the public
Theatre, with feveral Ladies of illuftrious qua-
lity. He was likewife the author of a Law to
reftrain the mercilefs iniquity of the Ufurers,
in lending money to young men, to be repaid
with increafe upon the death of their fathers.-
The fprings that rife in the Simbruine Hills
were by him brought to Rome; and to the
Roman Alphabet he added new Letters, have-
ing Jearnt that cven thofe of Grecce were not
at once devifed and compleated.

Tue Agyptians firft of all others reprefented
their fentiments by the figures of animals; and
thefe Hieroglyphics carved upon ftone, the moft
ancient monuments of human memory, arc
ftill to be feen. That nation boaft themfelves
“ the original inventors of Types, and that
“ the Phoenicians having thence learnt them,
“ they, who were mighty in commerce and
“ the dominion of the fcas, carried the fame
into Greece, and afflumed the glory of an
invention which they themfelves were
taught.” For, the gencral tradition is, ¢ that
Capmus arriving there in the Pheenician
fleet, inftru@ted the Greeks in that art, a
“ people as yet rude and uncultivated. ” Some
hold, that ¢« Cecrops the Athenian, or Linus
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“ of Thebes, and PALAMEDEs the Argive,
who lived during the times of Troy, devifed
fixteen Letters; and that by others after-
wards, cfpecially by SiMoNIDEs, the reft
“ were added.” As to Italy, the Etrufcans
learned them of DamarAaTUs the Corinthian,
 the native Latins of EvANDER the Arcadian;
and the fathion of the Latin Types were the
fame with thofe of the ancient Greeks. But
we too had few at firft, till from time to time
the reft were fupplied; and now CrLaupIus,
by the example of others, addéd three more,
which continued in ufe during his own reign,
and were thenceforth aboli{h_cd, but are to this
day fcen in- the tables of brafs on which are
“publifhed the decrees of the people, and which
hang in the Temples and great {quares.

HE next made a reprefentation to the Senate
concerning the College of Soothfaycrs; ¢ that
¢ they would not fuffer the moft ancient dif-
“ cipline of Italy to be loft through difufe.
¢ The Commonwealth was ever wont, dure-
“ ing her times of calamity, to have recourfe
“to thofe of that {ciencc, in order to re-

trieve by their counfel the facred ccremo-
nies from negle& and corruptions, and to
cultivate thcm thereafter with more ftrict
obfervance. Thus the nobility of Etru-
ria, whether from their own zeal, or by
appointment of the Roman Senate, had al-
ways preferved thofc myfteries themielves,

and conveyed the fame down to their pofte-
¢ rity 5 a laudable ufage, but now. faintly ob-

“ ferved,

<«
<<
[44
<«
(44
(44
«

{3



Book XI. of TACITUS. 415

« ferved, through an univerfal indifference for
¢ all worthy arts, and more cfpecially through
« the prevalence of foreign f{uperftitions. Ig
“ was true, indeed, that the Republic at pre-
“ fent profpercd, but her profperity was purely
“ to be referred to the benignity of the Gods;
< nor during profperity ought they to abandon
“ thofe folemn rites, which in feafons of dif-
¢ ficulty had been ever zealoufly cultivated. ”
Hence the Senate decreed, ¢ That the Pontiffs
“ fhould enquire what parts in the myftery of
“ Soothfaying ought to be retained and con-
“ firmed. ”

THE fame year, the Cherufcan nation had
recourfe to Rome for a King. The rage of
their own domeftic wars had fwept away their
principal chicfs; and of the Royal ftock only
one remained, who refided in the City, his
name ItaLicus, fon to FLavius the brother
of ARMiIN1Us, and by his mother grand-fon
to CaTtuMEervUs Prince of the Cattians.  He
was himfelf a handfome perfon, and in horfe-
manfhip and the exercife of arms fpecially
trained, as wel} according to the manner of his
own country as that of ours. The Emperor
therefore furnithed him with expences and
guards, and exhorting him, ¢ to affume with
“ magnanimity his hereditary grandeur,” re-
minded him withal ¢ that being born at
“ Rome, nor held as a hoftage there, but living
“ in the full immunity of a native Citizen, he
“ was the firt who went in that character to
rule over a ftrange people.” His acceflion

Ee 4 was,
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was, indeed, at firft, matter of joy to the Ger-
mans, and {o much the more, for that having
had no fhare in their civil diffenfions, he a&ed
with equal courtefy towards them all. Hence
his condu& became popular and renowned, as
fometimes he ftudied only affability and mo-
deration, habits that could provoke none; often
gave a loofe to carroufels and the gratifications
of wantonnefs, fuch as the Barbarians delight
in. So that his namc was already famous
amongft the adjacent nations, and even amongft
nations more remote; when they, who had
borne fway in the reign of factions, taking
umbrage at his prevailing power, betook them-
felves to the feveral neighbouring people, and
reprefented to them, < That the ancient liberty
“ of Germany was extirpated, and over the
¢ Germans the Roman yoke eftablithed. Could
“ not, indecd, their whole country furnith onc
« native Cherufcan worthy to fuftain the Sove-
“ reignty ; but at the head of their State they
« muft {et the offspring of Fravius, the off-
« {pring of a traitor and a fpy for the Ro-
“ mans? In vain was alledged-his kindred to
“ ARMINIUs; fince even the fon of ArMmI-
“ Nius were to be dreaded in the fame fta-
< tion, if bred in a hoftile foil, poifoned with
« formvn nurture,- debafed by foxcwn flavery,
“ inured to fGlClg"l. manners, and every thing
« foreign. But, for this fon of Fravivus, it
¢ he inherited the fpirit of his father, never
“ had man waged war with fiercer enmity
« againit his native country and his own houfe-

« hold
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« hold Gods, than the father of this ITa-
“ LIcus.”

~ By thefe and the like flimulations, they pro-
cured and affembled numerous forces; nor was
ItTaLicus followed by fewer, as on his behalf
his followers argucd, ¢ That he had by no
« invafion feized the throne, but held it
“ by their own invitation; and fince in
“ blood he excelled all others, it became
“ them to try whether in bravery he would
“ thew himfelf worthy of his grand-father
“ CATUMERUs. Nor was it any ground of
“ fhame to the fon, that his father had never
¢ violated that faith towards the¢ Romans,
“ which with the approbation of the Ger-
¢ mans he had {worn. But fhamelefly and
falfly was the found of liberty urged by thofe,
who, degenerate in their own lives, and
deftru&ive by their prattices to the public
weal, placed their only hopes in rending
their country by civil difcord.” The King-
had the zeal and acclamations of the people;
and in a great battle between thefe hofts of
Barbarians, he acquired the victory: Thence-
forward he became tranfported with his good
fortune, grew imperious, and was expelled,
but again reftored by the forces of the Longo-
bards; and, in thefe ftruggles he continued, as
well by his fuccefles as mistortunes, to afflit
the Cherufcan ftate.

ABouTt the fame'time the Chaucians, en-
gaged now in no domeftic diffentions, and
animated by the death of SANQuINIUS, Go-

vernor
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vernor of lower Germany, made incurfions
into that Province, before CorBULO arrived to
fucceed him. For their leader they had Gan-
Nascus, of the country of the Caninefates,
one who had long ferved the Romans amongft
their auxiliaries, but deferted, and following
the prattice of pyracy, infefted the neighbour-
ing coafts, and above all terribly ravaged the
coafts of Gaul, a nation whom he knew to be
rich and unwarlike. But when CorBULO
entered the province, where, in this his firft
military command, he laid the foundation of
his eminent future glory, he difpatched with
great diligence the galleys down the Rhine,
and the other veflels along the lakes and canals,
according to their different fizes and burden.
Thus, having funk the enemy’s wherrics, and
put Gannascus to flight, he took order firft
for fettling effectually the flate of the Province,
and then reftored the ancient difcipline amongft
the Legions, who were now utter ftrangers to
military toils and application, and had been
long employed in depredations only. Under
CorpuLo no man durft ftir from his rank,
none, without exprefs orders, durft attack the
foe. Accoutred with all their arms, they were
forced to keep guard and ftand centry; and
whatever duties they performed, under all their
arms they performed them. It is even re-
ported, ¢ That he punithed a foldier with
 death, for digging in the trenches without
“¢ his {fword, and another for being there armed
“ only with his dagger.” Inftances, in truth%

0
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of feverity without meafure ; but whether forged
or aggravated, they ftill owed their rife to the
rigiJ fpirit of that Captain: fo that it was ma-
nifeft how inexorable in flagrant enormities he
muft be, who was thought capable of fuch
unrelenting afperity for offences fo fmall.
Tuis terror, however, affeGted the army and
the cnemy different ways; by it the Romans
increafed in bravery, and the ferocity of the
Barbarians was abated. Hence the Frizians,
who after their rebellion, begun with the de-
feat of Lucius AProNIUs, had continued in
hoftility, or in uncertain and faithlefs alle-
giance, fent us new hoftages, and fettled them-
fclves in the territory afligned them by Cor-
BUuLo. Over them he inftituted a Senate,
Magiftrates, and Laws; and, to enfure -their
fubjetion, amongft them planted a garrifon.
He likewife difpatched proper perfons to fol-
licit the Chaucians to {ubmiffion, and at the
fame time, by guile to aflail GANNAscUSs.
The fnare fucceeded 5 neither did the practice
of fnares towards a deferter, one who bhad
broke his faith, debafe the Roman magnani-
mity. Yet, by his aflaflination, the minds of
the Chaucians were enflamed, and by it Cor-
BULO furnifthed them with matter of rebellion.
Thus, his proceedings, though applauded by
many, gave umbrage to others. “ Why, they
“ faid, would he be wantonly exciting a people
“toarms? Upon the Commonwealth muft
“ light all the difafters of the war; but, if
* fuccefs attended him, then would fuch a

« fignal
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“ fignal Commander prove terrible to the quict
“ of the State, and, to a daftardly Prince, in-
“ {upportable.” Hence CLAUDIUS became
fo thoroughly bent againtt all further irruptions
into Germany, that he ordered him to lead

back all the Roman forces over the Rhine.
CorBULO was already encamping in the
encmy’s country, when thefc orders were
delivered him; and though many diffcrent
apprchenfions at once overwhelmed his fpirit,
his dread of the Emperor, the fcorn of the
Barbarians, the derifion of the Allies; vet with-
out uttering more than, that ¢ happy were the
“ Roman Captains of old,” he ordered the
retreat to be founded. However, to prevent
the foldicers from relapfing into a habit of idle-
nefs, he employed them in digging a Canal
three and twenty miles long between the Meufe
and the Rhine; by it to open a recepracle for
the high tides, and prevent inundations. The
Emperor neverthelefs allowed him the deco-
rations of Triumph, though he had denied
him the profecution of the war.  Shortly after,
the fame honour was conferred on CurTIUS
Rurus, who, in the territory of the Mattia-
cians had opened fome filver mines, a fource
of fmall advantage, nor of long continuances
but to the Legions it created eminent labour
and damage, as they were forced to cut decp
- fluices, and toil under the carth at works which
even in open air are hard and rigorous. The
foldiers therefore, overcome by thefe hard-
fhips, and perceiving that the fame drudgeries
WwWEre
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were cxadted from them in feveral Provinces,
wrote fecretly to the Emperor, and in the
name of the Armics befought him, < that
<« whomfocver he intended for the Command
¢« of the Legions, he would firft reward them

¢« with the triumphal honours.”
CONCERNING the original of CuRTIUS
Rurus, who by fome is reprefented as the
fon of a Gladiator, I fhould be forry to publith
a falfc account, and I am alfo tender of re-
counting that which is true. As foon as he
was grown to a man, he followed a Roman
Quaftor into Africas; and, at the City of Adru-
nictum, while he walked under the piazza, in
the midd'c of the day, the vificn of a woman
above human fize appeared before him, and
accofted him with thefe wordss ¢ Thou, Ru-
“ rug, art one who fhalt hereafter come into
“ this Province with Proconfular authority.”
Infpircd with hopes from this prefage, he re-
turned to Rome, where, by the largefles of his
friends, and the vigour of his own fpirit, he
gained the Quaftorfhip; and ftanding afterwards
for the office of Prator againft the feveral can-
didates of the Nobility, carried it by theintereft
of TrBer1US, who, as a fhade to the fordidnefs
of his birth, gave him this encomium; ¢« To
“ me Curtius Rurus feems to be defcended
“ from himfeclf.” After this, always a fervile
flatterer of thofec above him, arrogant to his
inferiors, and perverfe to his cquals, he lived
to a great age, arrived to the Confular power,
the honours of Triumph, laftly to the Govern-
ment
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ment of Africa; and, dying therc, fulfilled the
fatal prefage.

Asour the fame time CNE1Us Novius a
Roman Knight, was difcovered armed with a
dagger in the throng of thofe who were pay-
ing their court to the Prince; but, upon what
motives, was no wife apparent then, nor ever
afterwards learnt. For though, when rent by
the rack, he at laft confefled his own defign,
his accomplices he never difclofed 5 whether
he would not, or had none, is uncertain.
Under the fame Confuls it was moved by
PusLius DorLaBELLA, ¢ that a public enter-
« rainment of Gladiators thould be yearly ex-
¢ hibited at the charge of fuch as obtained the
« office of Quaftors.” An office, which in
the days of our anceftors was only the price of
virtue; and indeed to cvery Roman, if he
confided in his own qualifications, it was frec
to fue for cvery Magiftracy; nor was want of
years held any obftru&tion, but that fome, cven
in their carly youth, might become Confuls
and Dictators. As to the Quzftorfhip, it was
as ancient as our Kings, as is manifeft from
the Law Curiata, revived by Lucius BRuTUs;
and the power of chufing Quaxftors continued
in the Confuls, till the people would aflume
the conferring of that honour alfo. So that
VaLer1us PoriTus and AMiLius MAMER-
cus, the firft popular Quaftors, were created
twenty-three years after the expulfion of the
TARQUINS, and appointed to attend the armics;
upon the multiplication of bufinefs, two more

were
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were afterwards added, to officiate at Rome.
After a long interval, all Italy being now tri-
butary, and large revenues growing from the
Provinces, the number was doubled. SyLra
next, in order to fill the Senate, upon which
he had devolved the authority of adjudging
caufes, created twenty ; and though the Eque-
ftrian Order had fince recovered the decifion
of fuits, yet the Quaftorfhip continued ftill to
be, by the rule of merit, gratuitoufly granted,
till by this motion of DOLABELLA, it was ¢x-
pofed, as it were, to fale by au&ion.

IN the Confulthip of AurLus VITELLIUS
and Lucius VirsaN1USs, counfels were on foot
about fupplying the vacancies of the Senates
and, as the Nobility of that part of Gaul en-
tiled Comata, had long fince acquired the
diftin&tion of Confederates and Citizens of
Romec, they now fued for a common partici-
pation of her offices and honours. Hence many
and various were the rgafonings of the public
upon thefe their pretenfions, and the Prince
was befet with oppofite parties and ftruggles.
He was told, ¢ that Italy was not fallen fo low,
‘“ but to her own Capital fhe could furnifh a
“ fupply of Senators. Ofold her natives only,
¢ they who were of the fame blood with the
“ Romans, fufficed for fuch recruits to the
“ Roman State. Nor was there any pretence
“ to condemn or amend the inftitutions of the
“ ancient Republic, a Republic which infpired
“ her Citizens with fuch noble manners, that
“ the {pirit and actions of the old Romans

“ were

-
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were flill urged as vencerable patterns of virtue
and glory to us their pofterity. 'Was it not
fufficient that already the Venetians and In-
fubrians had invaded the Scnate, unlefs a
hoft of forcigners too be introduced, like an
cftablithment of captivity and conqucit? Af-
ter this, what dignity would remain to the
native Nobility? What means of preferment
to any poor Senator of Latium:? By thefc
opulent Gauls all public honours would be
engroffed, men whofe fathers and fore-fathers
were at the head of hoftile nations, flaugh-
tered our Armies, and at Alefia beficged the
deificd JuL1us; inftances thefc of later days;
but more horrible to recount were the ra-
vages of the anticnt Gauls, who with impious
hands demolithed the great Roman Altar,
and defaced the Capitol. They might, in
truth, enjoy fill the title of Roman Citi-
zens 5 but, let not the glory of the Fathers,
let not the luftre of .the Magiftrates be pro-
ftituted, and rendered the purchafe and fpoil
of nations.”

THE Empcror was little affected by thefe

and the likc allegations, but, having prefently
anfwered thofe who made them, fummoned
the Senate and fpoke thus. ¢ The anceftors of
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my family, and the oldeft of them, ATTUS
Crausus, who, though a Sabine born, was
at once adopted a Roman Citizen, and en-
rolled in the number of Patricians, furnifth
mc with a leflon, that with parallel mcafurcs

I ought to maintain the Commonwealth,
: « by
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by transferring to ourfelves all men of fignal
merit where-ever found. For, I am not igno-
rant, that from Alba we had the Jurr1i,
from Camerium the CoRRUNCANT, and the
Porcr1 from Tufculum. But, to avoid the
detail of ancient and fingle adoptions, were
not the Nobles of Etruria, the Nobles of
Lucania, nay, thofe of all Italy, called into
the body of the Senate? At laft our city and
her privileges became bounded only by the
Alps; infomuch that, befides the admiflion
of particulars, whole States and Nations be-
came ingrafted into the Roman name. We
had then folid peace at home, and our arms
and reputation flourithed abroad, when the
nations on the other fide the Po were pre-
{ented with the rights of Citizens; and when,
under the guife of planting, out of the Le-
gions, Colonies all over the earth, and by
incorporating with thefe our Colonies the
moft powerful of the natives, we thence
fupported and renewed our own exhaufted
ftate. Do we regret that the BALBI were
tranfplanted to us from Spain, or men
cqually illuftrious from the Narbon Gaul;
they whofe defcendents remain yet with us,
nor yield to us in their love of this our
common country? What proved the bane
of the Spartans and Athenians, Statcs fo
potent in arms and conquefts, but that they
held for aliens whomf{oever they conquered?
Much greater was the wifdom of RomMuLus,
our founder, a Prince-who faw feveral peo-
Vor. 1. Ff “ ple
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ple his.enemies and his citizens, in onc and
the fame day. Even over us Romans fo-
reigners have been Kings; and, to commit
Magiftracics to the children of freedmen, is
no innovation, as many erroncoufly {uppofe,
but a primitive praflice of the old Roman
cople. But, it feems, we have had wars
with the Gauls. What is the confequence?
Have the Volfcians, have the Equians ncver
borne arms againft us? It is true, our Capital
has been taken by the Gauls; but by the
Tufcans we have been forced -to give ho-
ftages, and by the Samnitcs to pafs under a
gibbet.  However, upon a review of all our
wars, none will be found more quickly con-
cluded than thofe with the Gauls; and ever
fince has enfued a peace never interrupted,
and faithfully obferved. They are linked
with us in private manners, in civil and
military accomplifhments, and domeftic -
liances; and in this conjun&ion with us let
them rather introduce amongft us their gold
and abundance, than enjoy them without
our participation.  All the things, Confcript
Fathers, which arec now held moft ancient
in Qur State, were once new: the Plebeian
Magiftrates were later than the Patricians;
the Latin Magiftrates later than the Plebeian;
thofe of other nations in Italy came after the
Latin : the prefent admiflion of the Gauls
will alfo wax old; and what is this day fup-
ported by examples, will itfelf hereafter be-

come an cxample.”
' By
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By a Decree of the Fathers, which followed
this {peech, the Eduans firt acquired the right
of admiflion into the Senate; the reward this
of their ancient confederacy with Rome, and
as they only of all the Gauls are cntitled the
Brethren of the Roman people. About the
fame time, all the ancient Senators, wich fuch
whofe fathers had fuftained fignal offices in
the State, were by Craupius aflumed into the
clafs of Patricians. For, of all the families who
by Romurus were named the o/der Nobility,
or of thofc added by Lucrus Brurus, and
called the younger, there were few remaining.
Even fuch whom C.gsar the Di&ator by the
Caflian Law, and fuch whom the Emperor
AvcusTtus by the Scnian Law, had crecated
Patricians, were now cxtin.  As thefe refor-
mations made in the State by Craupius, in
quality of Cenfor, wercacceptablce to the public,
he proceeded in them with great alacrity s yet,
how to degradc from the Senate thofe who
were of infamous charaéters, held him fome
‘time in fufpence; but, as he determined to
apply rather a new and tender expedicnt, than
to purfuc the rigorous example of antifuity,
he warned them, “ to confult their own qua-
“ lifications, and then ask leave to refign their
“ order; a requelt cafily to be obtained,” and
then he promifed,  to name them as per-
“ fons rcmoved by abdication, at the fame
“ time that he would pronounce others judi-
“ cially expelled s that thus the credit of a
modeft and voluntary refignation, might
' Ff2 foften

€«
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¢ foften and hide the infamy of expulfion by
« the judgment of the Cenfor.” For thefe
regulations, the Conful Vipsanius propofed,
¢« that Craup1us fhould be called the Father
of the Senate; for that, the name of Father
0f bis Country was a common title; and his
extraordinary benefits to the Commonwealth
ought to be diftinguithed with no ordinary
appellations: ™ but the Empcror thought the
flattery extravagant, and checked the Conful.
He then numbered the Citizens, who in that
furvey amounted to fix millions, ninc hundred
thoufand. From this time hc remained no
longer a ftranger to his domeftic reproach, but
was brought to hear and punifh the abomina-
tious of his wife; whence was to arife a new
paflion, and an inceftuous marriage with his
niece.

MEessaLINA now difdaining her daily adul-
terics, as too caly and common, was abandon-
ing herfelf to the gratifications of luft never
before devifed; when SiL1us too, by 2
fatal intoxication, or judging that the dangers
hanging over him were only to be averted by
dangerous remedies, urged to her, ¢ that all
¢ difguifes muft now be caft off, for they were

gone too far to venture waiting for the death of
the Emperor. To none but the guiltlefs were
¢ unblameable counfels adapted. In glaring
< guilt determined intrepidity was the only re-
fource. They had accomplicesat hand, fuch as
dreaded the fame doom; and for himfclf, he
wasfingle,childlefs,ready to marry her,and
<« adopt
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« adopt BRITANNICUS: to MEssALINA fhould
« ftill remain her prefent power; and certain
{fccurity would abide both, if they prevented
CLauDI1US, one fo eafily circumvented, but
fo pronc withal tovengeance.” Thefe words
were but coolly reccived by MEssaLINA, from
no love to her husband ; but fhe feared that
SiL1Us, when he had gained the Sovercignty,
would fcorn his old adulterefs; and the treafon,
which, to avoid his prefent peril, he now re-
commended, would then be confidered and
repaid according to its genuine value. She,
however, coveted the fame of this ftrange ma-
trimony, purely for the enormous meafure of
infamy; which to fuch as.are abandoned to
debauchery, is the laft improvement of vo-
luptuoufnefs. Neither ftaid fhe longer rhan till
Crauprius went to Oftia, to aflift at a facri-
fice there, and then celebrated her new Nup-
tials with all the ufual folemnities.

I am well aware how fabulous it will ap-
pear, that fuch blind fecurity fhould poflefs
any human heart, much more that a Conful
ele@, fhould, in a city informed of all things,
and concealing nothing, dare to marry the
Empecror’s wife, ata ftated day, witnefles called
to fign the contra&, with a declaration inferted
that by it children were intendeds that the Em-
peror’s wife thould efpoufe another husband in
form, hear the folemn words of the Augurs,
facrifice folemnly to the Gods, celebrate with
him in a great company the nuptial Feafts, and
in the prefence of all exchange kifles and em-

Ef 3 braces,
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braces, and pafs the night in the confumma-
tion of conjugal joys. Yet I frame no fition,
to excite wonder, but only relate what from
the living or written teftimony of our fathers
I have learned.

. HorRroOR feized the Prince’s family, efpe-
cially thofe who had the chief fway, who
dreaded a Revolution; and, uttering no longer
their indignation in fecret, they ftormed aloud,
“ That while the Emperor’s bed-chamber was
« polluted by a -player, high reproach was
‘“ in truth incurred, but diflolution no wife
¢ threatened the State. At prefent a young
“ man of the primec Nobility, in the beauty
¢« .of his perfon fugpafling all men, of a f{pirit
“ vigorous and capable, and juft entering upon
the Confulfhip, was purfuing vicws muci
higher; nor was it any riddle, what fuch a
¢ marriage tended to produce.” It is true,
when they recollected the ftupidity of CrLavu-
pIvUs, his blind attachment to his wite, and
the many lives facrificed to her fury, their own
apprchenficns difmayed them. But again, cven
the paflive fpirit of the Emperor revived their
confidence, that, if they could firft poflefs him
with the horrid blacknefs of her crimes, {he
might be difpatched without trial; or, if the
obtaimed to be heard, and even confefled her
guilt, they might yet ftop his cars, and fruftrate
Jer defence.

- .Bur firft it was in agitation, whether ftill to .
dificmble her paft enormities, and by fecret
-menaces deter her from her league with SILIIlJlS-

This
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This was a proje& propofed by the principal
freedmen, by CaLLisTus, whom in rclating
the affaflination of CaLIiGuLa, I have already
mentioned, by Nawrcissus, who plotted the
facrifice of Aprius, and by PaLvras, then the
reigning favourite; but a proje&t afterwards
dropped, as from alarming MEessaLiNa they
apprchended their own doom. PaLras was
faint-hearted, and CALLISTUS, a courticr in the
Jaft reign alfo, had experienced, that power
was fupported more fecurcly by wary meafures,
than by daring counfels. Narcissus perfifted
in his purpofc, with this diffcrence only, that
fhe thould be by no words of his pre-acquainted
-with the accufation or the accufer. Thus,
watching all occafions, while the Empcror
lingered at Oftia, he prevailed, by gifts and
promifes, with two courtczans, to undertake
the accufation 3 fince, as they were the chief
miftrefles of Craupivus, the freedman urged
to them, ¢ That by the fall of his wife, their
“ own authority would become predomi-
“ nant,”

CALPURNIA thercfore, (for that was her
name) upon the firft offer of privacy, falling
at the Emperor’s feet, cricd out, « That MEs.
“ saLINA had married "SiLivus,” and at the
fame time asked CLEOPATRA, Who purpofely
attended to atteft it, « Whether fhe had not
“ found it to be true?” CrLAuUDIUS, upon a
confirmation from CLEOPATRA, ordered NAR-
CIssus to be called. He, when he came, beg-
ged pardon, that he had concealed her adul-

Ff 4 - tetics
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teries with VEecT1vus, and thofe with PrLau-
TIUs; “ nor meant he now, he faid, to urge
<« againft her any of her adulteries, nor even
. that the Emperor fhould reclaim his palace,
his flaves, and the other decorations of his
Imperial fortune. Let her adulterer ftill
« cnjoy cven thefes let him only break the
nuptial tables, and reftore the Emperor his
“ wife. Knowc[’c thou, C£sAR, that thou art
in a ftate of divorce? it is what all men
know, the people, and Senate, and foldiery,
and, if thou makeft not difpatch, her new
¢« husband is Sovereign of Rome.

He then fent for his moft trufty friends, par-
ticularly for TURRANIUS, Superintendant of
the ftores, next for Lusius GETa, Captain of
the Pretorian Guards, and propofed the que-
ftion to them. As they vouched it to be true,
all the reft contended in clamour and impor-
tunity, that he thould forthwith proceed to the
Camp, fecure the Prztorian Cohorts, and con-
fult his prefervation before his revenge. It is
certain, that CLAUDIUs was confounded with
fuch a degree of dread, that he inceffantly
asked, “ Whether he were yet Emperor?
“ W hether S1r1us wasftill aprivate man?” As
to MEssaLINA, fhe never wallowed in greater
voluptuoufnefs, as it was then the middle of
Autumn, in her houfe fhe exhibited a repre-
fen*atlon of the vintage. The wine-prefles
were plied, the wine-vats flowed, and round
them danced women begirt with skins, prac-
rifing the frantic agitations of the drunken

facri-
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facrificers to Bacchus. She herfelf, with her
hair loofe and flowing, held a Thyrfus and
waved it, accompanied by SivLius, who was
crowned with ivy, his legs in buskins, and
brandithing his head ; and about him revelled,
in wanton poftures, the chanting choir of mock
Priefts. Itis reported, that VEcT1Us VALENS,
having, in a frolic, vaulted to the top of an
exceeding high tree, was asked, what he be-
held, and anfwered, “a ftorm from Oftia.”
Whether he in truth faw a troubled sky, or
fpoke at random, it proved in effelt a true
prefage.

For, it was no longer a rumour only, but
meflengers were hourly arriving with tidings,
“ That Craupius was apprized of all, and
“ approached, bent upon vengeance.” Mes-
SALINA therefore betook herfelf to the Gar-
dens of LucuLLus; and SiLius, to diffemble
his fear, refumed the offices of the Forum.
As all the reft fled different ways, the Centu-
rions caught and bound them, fome abroad,
fome in private places, as faft as they could
difcover them. . MEssaLINA, however bereft
of refources under fuch weighty calamity, yet
formed no daftardly purpofe, even that of meet-
ing her husband, and moving him by her pre-
fence, an expedient which had often proved
her prote@ion. She likewife ordered that
Britannicus and Octavia fhould go forth
and embrace their father; and befought ViI-
BIDIA, the oldeft Veftal, to intercede with the
chief Pontiff, and implore his mercy. She

herfelf
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herfelf the while wandercd on foot all along
the City, attended only by three perfons (fo
fuddenly had her whole train forfaken her in
difgrace) and then, in a cart employcd to carry
dirt from the Gardens, took the road to Oftia,
but found no foul to pity her, as the dciormlty
of her abominations had prevailed over all
commiferation.

TrE Emperor was, notwithflanding, poficfled
with no lefs affright ; for, he could nat intirely
rely on the faith of GeTa Captain of ais guards,
a man equally fickle to embark in defivire ho-
nourable or bafe. Narcissus therefore in
concert with thofe who enterrained the fame
fears and miftruft, aflured the Emperor, < That
« there was no other expedient to preferve
“ him, than the transferring the command of
« his guards upon one of his freedmen, for
« that day only, ” and offered himfclf to un-
dertake it. And, that Lucius VITELLIUs,
and PusLiys LArGUs C£ciNa, might not,
upon the road to Rome, prevail with Crav-
p1us to relent, he defired leave to fit in the
fame coach, and took it.

. THERE was afterwards a prevailing repott,
that, though the Emperor was agitated diffe-
gent ways, and wavered in his talk now tax-
ing the abominations of his wife, then recall-
-ing the endearments of their marriage, and
the tender age of their children, ViTELLIUS
-uttered - n@thmg but, ¢ Oh heinous! oh the
“¢ iniquity !” NarcIssus, in truth, laboured
to drive him from his equivoques, and b;:ng

m
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him to fome exprefs declaration, but, witli all
his Yabour,, gained nothing: Viterrius ftill
anfwered indirely, in terms that would admit
of any conftruétion, and his example was fol-
lowed by Larcus CaciNA. DBefides, MEs-
SALTNA was alrcady in fight, arid importunately
cried, “ that he would hear the mother of
« OctAvia and BrRiTanNIcus?” To drown
her crics, the accufer ftormed aloud againtt
SiL1vus, and her late marriage, and delivered
at the fame time to CLAUDIUS a mcmorial,
reciting all her whoredoms, thence to divert
him from beholding her. Soon after, as the
Emperor was entering Rome, it was attempted
to prefent him his children by hers but Nar-
c1ssus ordered them to be taken thence; -he
could not, however, force away VisIDIA, who
infilted, with much earneftnefs, ¢ That C£sAr
“ would not furrender his wife to deftruétion
“ without admitting her defence.” So that
Narcissus was obliged to aflure her, that the
Prince would hear MEssaLiNa, who fhould
have full opportunity of clearing herfelf, and
advifed the Veftal to retire, and attend the
{olemnitics of her Goddcfs.

WoNDERFUL, during all this, was the filence
of CLaupius. ViTeLL1Us affe@ed aftonifh-
ment, and the frcedman controuled all things.
By his command, the houfe of the adnlterer
was opened, and the Emperor carried thither,
where firft he fhewed him, in the porch, the
Statue of SrLius the father, though the fame
had been decreed to be demolifthed by the

) Senate ;
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Senite; and, within, all the fumptuous furni-
ture belonging to the NErRos and DrRuUs1, now
the price and monuments of his wife’s profti-
tution, and of his own difgrace. Having thus
inflamed him, and worked him up to threats
and fury, he led him ftreight to the camp,
where the foldiers being already aflembled,
Craupius, prompted by Narcissus, made
them a fhort {pcechs for the eruptions of his
difpleafure, however juft, were reftrained by
fhame. Hence inftantly began a general and
importunate clamour for the names and doom
of the criminals, and SiLius was prefented
before the Imperial Tribunal, where, ncither
offering any prefent defence, nor endeavour-
ing to procraftinate, he only befought a dif-
patch of hisdoom. The like paflion for fud-
den execution, alfo ftimulated feveral illuftri-
ous Roman Knights. He therefore com-
manded T1T1us PrOocULUS, given by SiLius
as a guard to MEssALINA, VEcTIUs VALENS,
who confefled his guilt, and offered to dif-
cover others, PompeIus Ursicus and Savu-
FELLUs TroGUs, as accomplices, to be all
dragged to execution. On Decius CaLpur-
NIANUS too, Prefe&t of the watch, Surpi-
c1us Rurus, Comptroller of the Sports; and
JunNcus VirciLiaNus, the Senator, the fame
pains were inflicted.

MNESTER only created fome hefitation ; he
torc off his garments and cried, ¢ That the
< Emperor might behold upon his body the
< impreflions of the lath; might rcmcmll)lcr

{3 1§
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“ his own commands, obliging him to gratify
«“ MEssALINA without referve. Others had
“ been tempted to the iniquity by great pre-
¢ fents or mighty hopes; but his offence was
only owing to compulfion, nor would
any man have fooner perifhed had SivLius
“ gained the Sovereignty. ” Thefe confidera-
tions affeted Craupius, and greatly biafled
him to mercy; but his frcedmen over-ruled
him; ¢ for that after fo many illuftrious facri--
« fices, he would by no mecans think of fave-
“ ing a Player, whofe crime was of that enor-
“ mity, that it availed not whether through
¢ choice or force he had committed it. ”  As
Amall cffe@ had the defence of TrAULUSs
MonTtaNus. This was a youth of fignal mo-
defty and lovelinefs, called by the exprefs order
of MEsSALINA to her bed, and, after one
night, caft off; with fuch equal wantonnefs
was her paflion furfeited and inflamed! To
SuiLius CEsoN1NUs, and PLauTIiUus LATERA-
Nus, their lives were granted, to the laft on
account of the noble cxploits of his uncle;
the other was protected by his vilenefs, as one
who, in the late abominable revel, had profti-
tuted himfelf likc a woman.

MessaLina was the while in the Gardens
of Lucurrus, flill ftriving to prolong life, and
therefore compofing fupplications to the Prince,
in a ftrain of fome hopes, and cven with fal-
lics of refentment and wrath.  Such were the
fwellings of her pride, though encompafied
with the horrors of her approaching fate. In

truth,

~
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truth, had not Narcissus haftened her affaf
~ fination, the doom which he had. prepared for
her, would have rebounded upon his own head.
For CLaup1us, upon his return home, having
well feafted upon the raritics of the feafon,
and becoming jovial, as foon as he became
warm with wine, ordered them “ to go and
¢ acquaint thc miferable woman,” (for this
‘was the appellation which he is faid to have
ufed) “ that to morrow fhe thould attend and
* plead her caufe.” When thefe words were
reported, as his refentment alfo vifibly abated,
and his wonted affe@ions were returning 5 be-
fides, fince the impreflions of the following
night, and of the conjugal chamber, were ap-
prchended as the certain effe&s of delay, Nar-
c1ssus ran haftily forth, and dire@ed the Tri-
“bune and Centurions then attending upon duty,
““ to difpatch the execution, for fuch was the
¢ Emperor’s command.” With them he fent
Evopus of the freedmen, as a watch upon
them, to fee his orders flridtly fulfilled. Evo-
pus flew in a moment to the Gardens, and
found her lying along upon the earth. By her
fat her mother LErIDA, Who, during her pro-
fperity, had lived in no degree of unanimity
with her, but, in this her dcadly diftrefs, was
overcome by compaflion for her, and now
- perfuaded her, “ to anticipate the exccutioncr;
“ the courfe of her life was now finally run,
“ and fhe was now confined to one only pur-
“ fuit, of dying with renown.” But her fou!,
utterly corrupted by debauchery, retained nq(:
relil
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relith of glory. She continued bewailing her-
flf with tears and vain complaints, t111 the
foldicrs forced the doors. The Tribune ftood
before her, without opening his mouth, but
the freedman abufed her unmeafurably, with
all the brutal invectives of a flave.

SHE was then firft convinced of the fate that
hung over her, and, laying hold on the fteel,
aimed firft at hu throat, then at her breaft, but
while an irrefolute fpirit and a quaking hand
frufirated her zim, the Tribune ran her through.
Her corps was clantui to her mother.  Crau-
DIUS was Vet purfumrr his good cheer, when
tidings were carried to him, < That MEssa-
“ L1NA had f{uffered her dcﬁin}',” but without
the addition of particulars, whether by her own,
or another hand; ncither did he enquire; he
even called for a bowl of wine, and proceeded
in the ufual gayeties of banquetring. Nor did
he, in trath, during the following days, mani-
fet any {ymptom of detcftation or joy, of
refentment or fadnefs, nor, in fhort, of any
human affe@tion ; unmoved by beholding the
accufers of his wifc exulting over her death,
untouched by the fight of his children bewail-
ing the doom of thcir mother. The Senate
helped him to forget her, by decreeing, ¢ That
“ from all public and private places her Name
“ fhould be razed, and her Piftures and Sta-
“ tues removed.” To Narcissus were de-
creed the decorations of the Quaftorthip. This,
however, was but a fmall monument of his

grandeur,
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grandeur, {eeing he had riow exerted an inftance
of power fuperior to that of ParLras and
CaLLIsTUS, an inftanice juft in effe&, but from
whence, in time, arofe moft pernicious confe-
quences, as the deferved punithment of Mes-
SALINA proved the fource of flagrant iniquitics
which efcaped unpunifhed.

THE
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Ontefts amongft the freedmen about the choice of a <wife
for the Ewmperor. AGRIPPINA, bis own niece, is pre-
ferred, and the marriaze decreed lawful by the Senate. L.
SILANUS kills him[elf, and why. SENEca recalled from
bamfbment. OCTAVIA, the daughter of CLAUDIUs, be-
trothed to NERO, his wife’s fon. Deputies from Parthia
apply to Rome for MEHERDATES to be their King. He is
vanquifbed in battle by GoTARZES. MITHRIDATES
tries to gain the Kingdom of Pontus, without [ucce/s. He
is carvied in chains to Rome. LoLL1A, a Lady of prime
quality, condemned by the artifices of AGRIPPIN A.
CLAUDUS enlarges the circuit of Rome: Who they were
that did [0 before him. NERO is adopted by CLAUDIUS
Jor bis Son. "A colony fettled amongft the Ubians. The
Cattians commit great ravages and depreditions, but are
routed. VANNIUs King of the Suevians driven from bis
Kingdom. PuB. OsToR1Us bis exploits in Britain: A
vilory gained over King CARACTACUS there. BRITAN-
NICUS the Emperor’s Som, by the arts of AGRIPPINa,
Jighted and pofiponed to NERo. Al bis moft faitiful
Vor. IL Gg domeffics
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domcflics removed from bim. Prodigies. Dearth of grain
at Rowme. War between the Armenians and Iberians:
The Romans and Parthians take differext parts in it.
FuRr1Us SCRIBONTANUS doomed to exile. Punifbment de-
creed agamft Ladies marrying their flaves.  Commotions
in Fudza. ~CLAUDIVS canfes a naval battle to be repre-
[fented upon the lake Fuciniis. With what povcer unlinuted
ke incefted bis Comptrollers in the Provinces. An utter
exenption from taxes granted to the Ifle of Coos; alfo 1o
the City of Byzantiuzz, a vemiffion of tribute for  five
years. LePIDA, a lady of high rawk, doomed to de.
Curavptirs pofaned by procurement of bis wife AGRip-
PINA. NERO her Son affurzes the fovereignty.

P O N the execution of MEssaLINA, dif
tractions {hook the Prince’s family, as
amongft the freedmen a firife arofe, which of
them {hould chufe a wife for CLauDIUS, one
impaticnt of a fingle life, and always aban-
doncd to the dominion of his wives. Nor
were the Ladies animated by lefs emulation,
whilft they endeavoured preferably to recom-
mend their own quality, wealth, and beauty,
and each boafted her juft claim to imperial
wedlock. " The chief competition, however,
lay between LoLrLiAa PAULLINA, daughter to
Marcus Lorrius a Confular, and Jurla
AcrippINA the daughter of GERMANICUS, the
latter {upported by the intereft of ParLas, the
other by that of Carristus. But, AELiA
PeriNa, of the Tubcronian family, had the
countenance of Narcissus. For CLAUDIUS;
as he was now bent upon one, then upon
anothey, and always led by his laft advifer, he
called together thefe his jarring counfcllorsd,
an
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and ordered them to produce thcir feveral pro-
pofals, and defend them.

Narcissus alledged ¢ his former marriage
« with PETiNA, and their common daughter
(for by her he had ANTONI1A) ¢ that {uch a
“ wite would never exeicife the envious {pirit
“ of aftep-mother towards BRiTaNNIcUs and
“ OctavIa, in blopd (o nearly allied to her
“ own children.” CarvrisTUs argued, “that,
“ to recall her, after {o long a diflike and di-
“ vorce, would be the very means to heighten
“ her indignation and pride. LorLria would
“ be a much more eligible match, who have-
“ ing no ifluc of herown, was void of cvery
“ motive of cmulation to his, but would ufc
“ thefe her ftep-children with the tendernefs
“ of a real mother.” PaLras chiefly recom-
mended AGrIPPINA from thefe confiderations,
“ That, with her fhe would bring the grand-
“ fon of GERMANTICUS, and was herfelf worthy
“ of imperial fortune, noble in her defeent,
and a proper band to unite togcther to pofte-
rity the Claudian family; that fhe was of
tried fruitfulnefs, and in the prime of her
age; {o that by this maich, would be pre-
vented her carrving into anotier houfe the
‘ blood and fplendor of the C.£5aRs.”

THE reafonings of PALLAs prevailed, en-
forced, as they were, by the allurements and
carcfles of AGrippiNa, who, undcr thew of
confanguinity, was afliduous in her vifits to
her uncle, and, though hitherto fhe was only
pPreferred to others, and not yet his wife; fhe
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alrcady exercifed the power of one. For, as
foon as the had fecured her own marriage, the
was framing higher purpofes, and concerting
a match between Dom1T1Us, her fon by
Cneius ANoBarRBUs, and Ocrtavia, the
Empcror’s daughter, a defign which without
iniquity conld not be accomplithed, beccaufe
the Empecror had betrothed OcTavia to
Lucius SiLaNus, a youth of fignal quality,
whom Crauptus had diftinguithed with the
triumphal otnaments, and, by the popular mag-
nificence of an entertainment of gladiators in
his name, recommended to the norice and
favour of the people. But nothing appeared
infurmountable to the undifcerning fpirit of a
Prince, who had no judgment, nor choice, nor
. averfion, but fuch as were infufed and managed
by others.
" ViterLrLius therefore, who forefaw into
whofc hands the fovereignty was haftening, to
purchafe the favour of AGripPINA, became
engaged in her counfcls, and, under the plau-
fiblc name of Cenfor covering his own fervile
falfities, began to devife crimes againft S1La-
NUS, whofe fiter JuNia S1LaNa, a young
lady gay and bcautiful, had not long before
‘beenthe daughter-in- law of VITELLIUS. Hence
he took the fource of the accufation, and
wrefted to a charge of inceft the mutual "affec-
tion of brother and fiter, an affe@ion no wife
inccftuous, however too free and unguarded.
The Empelol litened to the charvc, as his
fondnefs for his daughter rendered him the
. more
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more prone to entertain {ufpicions againft his
fon-in-law. SILANUS, unapprized of any ma-
chinations againft him, and happening to be
Prator that year, was all on a fudden, by an
edi¢t of VITELLIUS, degraded from the rank
of a Senator, notwithftanding that the Scnate
was reviewed, and the number fixed a good
while before. CrAuDI1US, at the {ame time,
withdrew his alliance, and SILANUS was cven
compelled to renounge his magifiracy; info-
much that his Przrorthip, which of courfe
expircd next day, was for that day confcrred
upon Epr1us MARCELLUS.

During the confulfhip of Carus PoM-
PeIUs and QUINTUS VERANIUS, the contra
of marriage between CraupIus and AGRIp-
PINA, was already afcertained by the public
voice, and indced by thcir own criminal com-
merce.  They durft not however cclebrate the
nuptials, as there was no inftance of an uncle’s
taking to wife his brother’s daughter. Befides,
it was evidently inceftuous, and if that confi-
deration were defpifed, it was apprchended
that fome avenging calamity might fall upon
the ftate. Thefe fears and delays continued,
till ViteLL1Us undertook to aceomplifh
it, by his own dexterity. He asked the Em-
peror, < whether he would fubmit to the
“ exprefs pleafure of the people, and to the
“ authority of the Senate?” CLAUDIUS an-
fwered, ¢ that he -himfelf was one of the
“ people, and could not withftand the voice
 and confent of them all.” VITELLIUS

Gg ’ then
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then defired him to continue within the palace,
and wént himfelf to-the Senate, where, after
a folemn declaration, that he had fomcwhat
to communicate of the higheft importance to
the commonwealth, he demanded leave to be
heard before any other; then alledged, ¢ that
“ the exquifite and inceflant labours of the
¢« Prince, even thofe of governing the world,
called for alleviation and fupport, fuch as,
relieving him from domeftic cares, might
leave him at full leifure to attend the intereft
« of the whole. What, in truth, was a more
“ worthy confolation to the {pirit of a Cenlor,
than that of a wife, a fharer in his crofies
and profperity, one in whom he could re-
pofe his moft fecret thoughts, and the care
¢« of his tender infants? For, as to the ways
« of fenfuality and voluptuons pleafures, he
had never followed then), but from his early
« youth pra&tifed ftrict obedience to the laws.”
AFTER this plaufible introdu&tion, which
he found received by the Senate with mighty
{ycophancy and applaufe, he again proceededs
¢ that feeing they all with one mouth per-
¢ fuaded the Prince to marry, a Lady muft be
“ chofen fignal in her defcent, of diftinguithed
¢ fruitfulnefs, and religioufly virtuous ; nor
¢ for theéfe qualifications needed there be long
* fearch, fince AGriPriNa, in the illuftriouf-
“ nefs of her race, excelled all others, had
“ given proofs of her fruitfulnefs, and was
¢« endowed with fuitable purity of manncrs.
“ It was indeed a happy citcumftance, that
« th{ough
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through the providence of the Gods, fhe
« proved then a widow, that the Prince mi_ht
take her to his bed, without violating that
« of another, he who had ever confined him-
“ felf to his own wives. They had heard
¢« from their fathers, nay, themfelves had feen,
that Ladics were ravithed from their huf-
“ bands, at the luft and command of the C£-
“ sARrs; a proceeding far from the modcrate
“ fpirit of the prefent government, when the
“ Emperor even cftablithed a precedent by
“ what authority Princes ought hercafter to
“ marry. Bur, amongft us it fccmed an inno-
“ vation to marry our brother’s daughters,
“ which yet is a ufage frequent in other na-
“ tions, nor by any law forbidden to ours.
“ The intermarriage of coufin-germans was a
¢ practice long unknown yet in time waxed
“ frequent. Cuftoms were to be fuited to
“ exigencies, and this very novelty was one of
“ thofe things which would {oon be followed
“ and prad&tifed.”

THERE were feveral Scnators who declared
with contending zcal, “ that if the Empcmr
“ lingered Ionoer they would compel him,”
and ruﬂlc;d warmly out of the Senate. The
mixed multitude were likewife afflcmbled, and
Proclaimed with fhouts, “ that the fame was

“ the voice and demand of the Roman peo-

“ple.” Nor did Craupius delay any
further, but proceeded to the Forum, there to
receivein perfon their acclamations, and thence
entering the Senate, required ¢ a decree to le-
g 4 ¢ gitimate
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« gitimate for ever the marriages between
“ uncles and their brothers daughters.” But,
notwithftanding the law, no man was found
addicted to this kind of alliance, except T1TUS
ArLLEDIUS SEVERUS, a Roman Knight, and
he only, as many believed, in court to AGRIP-
PINA. From this moment, the city aflumed
a different face, and all men tamely obeyed a
woman, one who did not, like MESsALINA,
render the Roman State fubfervient only to
her wantonnefs and amours, but over it eftab-
lithed a complete and mafculine bondage. Her
carriage in public was fevere, often haughty;
at home fhe indulged no impurity, unlefs
where the fame ferved the purpofes of her
fwvay; and for a guife to her infatiate paffion
for money, fhe pretended the fupport of the
fovercignty.

On the day of the nuptials, SiLANUS flew
himf{elf; whether he had thus long entertained
hopes of life, or invidioufly chofe that day to
accumulate public hate upon his perfecutors.
His {ifter CALvINA was banifhed Italy, and to
her fentence CLaupius added an injun&ion
to the Pontifs, < that, according to the infti-
« tution of King Turrus, they fhould offer
« expiatory facrifices at the grove of D1aNa;”
a fource of mockery to all men, that penaltics
and luftrations for inceft fhould be devifed at
fuch a conjun&ure, when inceft was eftablithed
by law. For AGr1PPINA; that fhe might not be
diftinguithed and notorious only for the black-
nefs of her deed, the obtained for ANNEUS

’ ‘ o SENECA
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SENECA a reévocation from exile, and with it
the Prextorfhip, favours which fhe fuppofed
would prove well pleafing to the public, on
account of his fignal eloquence and accom-
plithments; befides her views to the education
of her fon DomiT1Us under fuch a mafter,
and to the ufe of his counfels for acquiring
him the Empire. For SENEca, the believed,
would continue faithfully attached to her from
tics of gratitude, and in {ecrct enmity to CLAU-
p1vus, through refentments of his fufferings.

It was now thought expedient to proceed
without further delay, and MEmmius PoLiio,
Conful ele&, was gained, by vait promifes, to
move the Senate, that CLAUDIUSs might be
befought ““tobetroth Ocravia to Domirivs,”
a match not unfuitable, indecd, to the equality
of their ages, but introdu&tory to the higheft
views. PorLrio moved it much in the fame
words with thofe lately ufed by VITELLIUS;
OcravIia was betrothed,and DoMIT1US,
befides his former confanguinity with the Em-
peror, becoming alfo his fon-in-law, was raifed
to a parity with BRITANNICUs, an clevation
derived from the efforts of his mother, and
from the devices of thofe wha having becn
the accufers of MEssALINA, dreaded the ven-
geance of her fon.

I HAVE before related that Embaffadors from
the Parthians were fent to Rome, to demand
MEenerRDATES for their King: they were at
this time introduced into the Scnate, where
they opened their embafly to this effects < That

“ they
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they ¢ame not to feck the violation of trea-
“ ties, which they were aware fubfifted between
« us and them; nor as revolters from the fa-
“ mily of the Arfacides, but to call home the
¢ fon of VoNONEs, the grandfon of PHRA-
““ HATES, as their deliverer from the tyranny
“ of GoTARZES, equally infupportable to the
“ nobility and people.  Already he had utterly
« butchered his own brothers, and his rela-
“ tions, and already extended the fame cruelty
“ to diftant nobles and places; to their flaughter
“ he was daily ddding that of their wives and
« tender children, fome of them yet unborn.
“ He was a fluggard in peace, and of wretched
“ fortune in war, but would with ats of
“ cruclty difguife his daftardly fpirit. With
“ us the Parthians had an ancient friendfhip,
 founded upon public leagues; and it behoved
“ us to fuccour thefc our allies, in ftrength
“ great as ourfelves, and only in reverence
“ yielding to us. It was true, the fons of
“ their Kings were given as pledges to the
¢ Romans; but thercfore only given, that when
#¢ the government of Parthia became grievous,
 they might have recouric to the Emperor
¢ and Senate, for a King improved by the
¢ Roman manncrs, and thence worthier of
¢ the throne.”

WHEN they had alledged thefe and the like
arguments, CLAUDIUSs made a {pcech con-
cerning the grandeur of the Romans, and the
dcferences ever paid to the fame by the Par-
thians; and equalling himfelf with the deified

Augcus-
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AucusTUs, reprefented that from him alfo
they had fought a King. He omitted to men:
tion T1BERTUS, though he too had fent them
Kinzs. Upon MEHERDATES (who was pre-
fent) he beftowed proper admonitions, ¢ not
« to confider his government as a lawle(s do-
¢ mination, nor his people as flaves, but to
remember himfelf and them in the tender
relation of magiftrate and fellow citizenss
to cultivate juftice and clemency, bleflings
unknown to Barbarians, and thence the more
likely to pleafe them.” Then turning to
the embafladors, he cnlarged upon the praifes
of the young Prince, “as one educated in the
“ Roman difciplinc, himfclf of diftinguithed
modefty,” yet advifed them,  to bear with
the humours of their Kings, for in frequent
changes, they could never find their intereft.
For the Roman State, it was arrived to a
“ fatiety of glory, infomuch that the ftudied
“ the repofe likewife of foreign Nations.” It
was therefore given in commiflion to Carus
Cassius, governor of Syria, to condu¢t the

young King to the banks of the Euphrates.
Tris Cassius furpaffed all thofe of that
time in the knowledge of the laws; for, in
long and gencral recefs from war, the military
arts were forgot, and, during a fettled peace,
no difference appears between the daftardly
and the brave. Yet he feduloufly exercifed the
legions, carefully revived the ancient difcipline,
as far as without war the fame could be re-
vived, and acted with the fame care and cir-
cumipection,
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cumfpé&tion, asif aformidable enemy had been
at hand. Such condud, he thought, became
the renown of his anceftors and the Caflian
family, a family celebrated even amongft thofe
nations. He now encamped at Zeugma, a
place where the river is moft paffable, and
having called together thofc by whofc advice
a King was fonght from Rome, as foon as the
Parthian chiefs, and with them AcBarRUsKing
of the Arabs, were arrived, he reprefented to
MEHERDATES, * that the Barbarians, in the
< firft fallies of their fpirit, were always violent,
* but cooled by delays, or warped into trca-
¢ cherys; fo that, it behoved him to accelerate
“ the execution of his enterprife.” This good

- ¢ounfel was fruftrated by the fraud of Acga-
RUs, who dctained the young King many days
at the city of Edefla, yct unexperienced, and
belicving that the effence of Royal fortune
was placed in luxury and riot. So that, though
CARRHENES prefled them by meflengers, and
aflured. them, that fucce(s was certain, if they
advanced with {peed, yet they neglected entering
direltly into Mefopotamia, though they were
juft upon its borders, but chofe, by a long
circuit, to march to Armenia, an unfeafonable
march, for winter was already begun.

As they defcended into the plains, wearied
with the' decp fnow and fteep mountains,
‘CARRHENES joined them with his forces.
Thence they pafled the Tigris, and croffed the
country of the Adiabenians, IzaTEs their King
having publicly efpoufed the intereft of ME-

HERDATES,
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HERDATES, though fecretly his inclinations
were more fincerely attached to GoTARZEs.
In pafling the river, they took the city Ninos,
the ancient feat of the Affyrian Empire, asalfo
the caftle of Arbela, fo renowned in ftory, tor
that the laft battle between DAR1US and AvE-
XANDER was there fought, and by it the Mon-
archy of Perfia diffolved. GoTaRrRZzEs the
while was facrificing upon mount Sambulos
to the Gods of the place Amongfl thefe HEr-
cULEs is principally adored, who, at ftated
times, is wont to warn the priefts in a dream,
“ to prepare him horfes equipped for hunting,
“and place them by the temple;” and thefe
horfes, as foon as they have fixed upon them
certain quivers flufted with arrows, gallop off
and {cour the forefts, nor return till nighe,
their arrows all fpent, and themfelves exhaufted
and blowing. Again, the God, in another
vifion of the night, defcribes to the pricfts the
feveral tra@ts of the woods where he had
ranged, and in them are found fcattered up
and down, the beafts by him hunted down and
flain.

As the forces of GoTARZEs were not yet
fufficicntly ftrengthened, he ufed the river
Corma for a rampart, and though daily by
infults and heralds challenged to battel, he ftill
procraftinated, fthifted ftations, and employed
emiflaries the while to bribe the cnemy, and
wcan them from their plighted faith; infomuch
that firt IzATEs, leader of the Adiabenians,
prefently after AGBaruUs King of the Arabs,

went
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went off with both their armics; a defertion
agreeable to the native ficklenefs of thofe bar-
barous people, and even to their ufual policy,
We have learned too by feveral trials, that
they would rather ask a King from Rome,
than bc governed by him. MEHERDATES, thus
bereft of thefe powerful allics, and apprchend-
ing treafonable purpofes in thofe who conti-
nued, determined, as his only remaining re-
fource, to commit the iflue to chance, and
rifque a battle; nor did Gorawrzes refufe i,
who was grown refolute as his cnemy was
become weak. The conflit was great and
bloody, and the event long in fufpence, till
CARRHENES, having overthrown all that op-
pofed him, purfuing his victory too far, was
furrounded in the rear by a body of referve.
This blow utterly blafted all the hopes of ME-
HERDATES, who therefore trufting to the faith
and promifes of PARRHACES, a dependant of
his father’s, was by the traitor delivered in bonds
to the conqueror. GoTARZEs difowning him
“ for a kinfman, or one of the family of the
« Arfacides,” but reviling him, as < a foreigner
“ and a Roman,” ordered him to live with
his cars cut off, as a vain inftance of his own
clemency, and towards us a monument of
fcorn. A difeafe foon after carricd off Go-
TARZES; and VonoNEs, then governor of
Media, was called to the throne, a Prince di-
ftinguifhed by nothing memorable, fortunatc
or difaftrous; his reign was fhort and incon-

: fiderable,
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fiderable, and the ftate of Parthia devolved
upon his fon VOLOGESEs.

DuriNG this, MITHRIDATES of Bofphorus,
Aince the lofs of his territories, wandered from
place to place; but, having learnt that Dip1us,
the Roman commander, was thence withdrawn
with the ftrength of his army, and that Corys,
a young Prince void of experience, was left in
his new kingdom with only a few cohorts
under ]ULIUS AqQuiLa, a Roman Knight; he
flizhted both, animated the ncwhbourmo peo-
ple to arms, drew over dc{eltcrs, and havmg
thus aficmbled an army, exterminated the King
of the Dandarides, and feized his dominions.
Upon thefe tidings, and an apprehenfion, that
he would inftantly invade Bofphorus, AQuiLa
and Corys diftrufting the power of their own
forces, and being diverted too by ZorsiNEs
King of the Siracians, who had again taken up
hoftilc arms, had recourfe themfelves to foreign
aid, and difpatched embafladors to EUNONES
Prince of the Adorfians, Nor was it hard to
accomplifh thisalliance, when they who fought
it, reprefented the imperial power of the Ro-
mans, in competition with MITHRIDATES a
vagabond and revolter. It was thercfore ac-
corded, ¢ that EunoNEes thould make head
“ with the cavalry, and the Romans befiege

¢ the towns.”

THE army was then formed, and marched
in this order ; the Adorfians compofed the
front and rear, the cohorts occupied the center,
" with thofe of Bofphorus, armed like Romans.

. Thus
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Thus they difcomfited the enemy, and arrived
at Soza, a city of the Dandarides, now deferted
by MITHRIDATES, but in it a garrifon was
judged proper to be placed, as a bridle upon
the doubtful affeGtions of the people. Thence
they proceeded againft the Siracians, and crofling
the river Panda begirt the city of Ufpes, fitu-
ated upon a hill and well fortified with walls
and moats, only as the walls were not built
with ftone, but raifed of rows of hurdles with
carth between, they were unable to bear an
aflault 5 moreover, againft them towers were
raifed high enough to overlook them, and
from thence the befieged were infefted with
flights of darts and flaming torches, and, had
not night parted the combat, the city had been
attempted and ftormed within the limits of a
day.

NEexT day the beficged fent deputies to fol-
licit; that to the free inhabitants their lives
might be {pared, and offering, as an atonement,
ten thoufand flaves: conditions rejected by the
conquerors, fince the maffacring of fuch as
were furrendered to mercy would have been
inhuman; and to fecure fuch an hoft of pri-
foners, extremely difficult. It was therefore
deemed the founder counfel to cxercifc the
right of war, and put all promifcuoufly to the
fword ; hence to the foldiers, who alrcady
mounted the walls, the fignal of flaughter was
given. The overthrow of Ufpes, and the
doom of its inhabitants, terrified their neigh-

bours, who now believed that nothing could
be
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be fecure or impregnable againft the Romans,
fince arms and bulwarks, heights and faftnefics,
deep rivers and fortified towns, were with
equal bravery vanquithed by them. Hence
ZoRSINEs, after long dcliberation, whether
ftill to adhere to the defperatc fortune of Mi-
THRIDATES, or confult the fecurity of his own
paternal crown, at laft preferred the intereft of
his ftate, and having delivered hoftages, came
and proftrated himfelf before the image of
Crauptvus, to the fignal glory of the Roman
army, who had advanced, in a courfe of victory
without blood, within three days journey of
the river Tanais. In their return, the fame
fortune did not attend them s for, certain vef~
fels, as they failed back, were caft by a ftorm
upon the coafts of the Taurians, and by theie
barbarians f{urprized, who flew the lcader of
a cohort and moft of the centurions.
MituriDATES the while, now deftitute of
all refource from arms, was devifing to what
quarter he fhould have rccourfc for mercy.
His brother Cortys he dreaded, as onc who
had formerly betrayed him, and becamc after-
wards his open enemy. Amongft the Romans
in thofe parts there was none whole autho-
tity and engagements could much avail him.
To EunoNEs therefore he determined to
apply, as one who bore him no perfonal ha-
tred, and, by virtue of his late alliance with
us, a Prince of prevailing credit.  Thus, in a
Countenance and equipage fuitable to his pre-
fent defolate plight, he entered the palace, and
Vor. IL Hh throwing
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throwing himfelf at the feet of EuNonEs,
¢ I am MITHRIDATES, fays he, the fame who
¢ have been chafed and perfecuted by the
Romans for fo many ycars through fea and
land 5 behold me before you, of my own
¢ choice. Ufe according to your pleafure a
defcendant of the great ACHAMENES ; it is
the only advantage of which my enemies
have not bereaved me.”

EunoNEs was afieted with the illuftrious
quality of the man, with the {ad recollcction
of his fortune, and his magnanimous manner
of fupplication. He raifed him up, and praifing
him for having thrown himfeclf upon the
friendfthip of the Adorfians, and chofen him
as a mediator for pardon, difpatched embafla-
dors to CLaupius with letters to this purpofc.
¢ The alliances of the Roman Emperors with
¢ the Kings of other mighty nations, werc firft
¢ founded upon afimilitude of their fortunes;
¢ his own with CrLaup1us was alfo confirmed
¢ by a joint vitory. But, all wars were then
¢ concluded with moft glory, when they ended
“ in pardoning the vanquifhed. In this man-
€ ncr was ZOoRSINEs lately treated, beaten, but
deprived of nothing. MITHRIDATES, it Was
truc, had offended more gricvoufly : Hence
¢ for MiTHRIDATES he ncither befought new
¢ power or his former kingdom, but only an
‘ exemption from capital punifhment, and
from the ignominy of being led in triumph.”
Craupius, though always benevolent to

illuftrious forcigners, was yet at a lofs whether
is
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it were more advifeable to receive the captive
on terms of mercy, or to have him by torce
of arms.  For this laft there pleaded the fenfe
of injurics, and the gratification of revenge.
But againft it was alledged, ¢ That the war
“ was to be undertaken in countries wild and
¢ tracklefs, upon a fea boifterous and deftitute
¢ of havens, againft fierce and warlike Kings,
% acainft rambling and vagabond nations;
¢ where the foil was indigent and barren,
“ where hafty meafures would be dangerous,
¢ procraftination vexatious and wearifom; {fmall
“ would be the glory in vi€tory, much infamy
“in a defeat. The Empcror ought thercfore
“ readily to embrace the overture, and agre
“to {parc his lifes he was indigent, and an
“ exile, and the longer he enjoyed his defo-
“ late lifc, fo much the- feverer would be his
% fufferings.” Thefe confiderations convinced
Craupivus, and he writ to EuNoNEs, ¢ That,
“in truth, M1THRIDATEs had merited the
“ punithment of death, nor wanted he power
“ to infli¢t it 5 but he chofe to follow the rule
:‘ of our anceftors, who, as they purfucd obfii-
* nate enemies with unrelenting rigour, treated
: the fupplicant with cqual benevolence.  As
. to triumphs, they were only to be acquired

by the conqueft of ecntirc kingdoms and
“ nations.”

MithrIDATES Was thence delivered to Ju-
N1Us Ciro, the Imperial Procurator in Pontus,
and by him carried to Rome, where, in the
Prefence of the Emperor, he is faid to have

Hh 2 fpoke
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fpoke with more haughtinefs than fuited with
the abje&nefs of his fortune ; for, as the fame
was reported abroad, he thus expreffed him-
felf. < Iam not brought back to thee, C£san,
“ but of my own choice have returned; or,
“ if thou doft not believe me, difmifs me
¢ again, then try to rccover me.” Morcover,
when he. was expofed at the Roftrum, to the
view of the pcople, and encompaffed with
guards, his countenance continued perfettly
undaunted. To Ciro were decreed the Con-
fular ornaments, and to AQUILA thofe of the
Przxtorfhip.

During the fame Confuls, AGRIPPINA,
ever implacable in her hate, and enraged at
LoLvL1a, for having difputed with her a right
to the Emperor’s bed, framed crimes againft
her, and fuborned an accufer, who charged
her, < with dcalings with the Magicians and
¢« Chaldzans, and even confulting the Oracle
“ of the Clarian Apollo, concerning’ that
« match.” Craupius, without hearing her
in her own defence, after a long preface to
the Scnate, concerning the fignal fplendor of
her birth, ¢ that by her mother fhe was niece
¢“ to Lucius VorLusius, Corra MEssaLI-
¢ Nus her great uncle, herfelf formerly mar-
“ ried to MemMmIus ReGcurus,” (for of her
marriage with CarLicuLa he purpofely faid
nothing) added, ¢ that fhe purfued pernicious
¢ devices againft the Commonwealth, and
¢ muft be divefted of the means, and oppot-
¢ tunitics of iniquity and treafon, her cﬁ:ﬁc

< [
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« be confifcated, and herfelf banifhed Iraly.”
Thus, of all her immenfc wcalth, only thirty
thoufand pounds were allotted her. CALPUR-
NIA too, another illuftrious Lady, was doomed
to ruin, becaufe the Prince had praifed her
beauty, though from no paflion for her per-
fon, but only in occafional difcourfe; a con-
fideration, which fo much abated the fury of
AGRIPPINA, that her punithment was on this
fide decath. To LoLLia, a Tribunc was dif-
patched, with orders, to compel her to dic.
Caprus Rurus was likewife condemned for
cxtortion, at the fuit of the Bithynians.

To the province of Narbon Gaul it was now
granted, in regard of the diftinguifhed reve-
rence ever by them paid to the Senate, that to
Senators of that province fhould be allowed
the fame privilege with thofe of Sicily, of vifit-
ing their cftates-there, without leave asked of
the Prince; and the countries of Ituria and
Judza, were, upon the death of their Kings
SonEmus and AGRIPPA, anncxed to the go-
vernment of Syria. 'The augury too of divine
protetion, which for five and twenty ycars
had been difufed, was judged fit to be revived,
and thereafter rcgularly obferved; and the
Emperor widened the circumference of Rome,
by virtue of an ancient inftitution, which
empowered fuch as had extended the limits of
the empire, to enlarge alfo the bounds of the
city ; a right which yet was never aflumed by
any of the Roman captains, though they had

Hh 3 fubdued
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fubducd mighty nations, before SyrLra the
Di&ator, and the deified Aucustus.

VVHAT was the ambition and prattice of
our Kings in this matter, or from what in-
ftances of renown, the diverfity of tradition
has rendered utterly uncertain. But I cannot
think it impertinent to fhew where the firft
foundations began, and what was the circuit
fixt by RomuLus. Now, from the Ox-mar-
ket, where ftill is feen the brazen ftatue of a
bull, becaufe by that animal the plough is
drawn, a furrow was cut to defcribe the boun-
daries of the town, and extended {o as to
include the great Altar of HErRcuLEs. From
thence certain fpaces were left marked at pro-
per diftances, with ftones, and the line con-
tinucd along the foot of Mount Palatine to
the Altar of ConNsus, next to the Cwrie
weteres, thence to the fmall Temple of the
Larcs, and laftly to the great Roman Forum,
which, as well as the Capltol it is believed,
was added to the city, not by RemuLus, but

by Tarius. With the increafe of her em-
- pire the City afterwards continued to increafe ;
and what were the boundaries now -eftablithed
by CLAuD1Us, is cafily lcarnt, as they are ip-
ferted in the public records.

In the Confulthip of Ca1us ANTISII.US and,
Marcus SuiL1us, the adoption of Do,mlrlqs
was difpatched by the prevalent coupfel of
Parras, who, as he had procured the match
for AGRIPPINA, and afterwards became wg

gage
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gaged to her in a leaguc of adultery, and
thence wholly addicted to her intereft, conti-
nually follicited CLAUDIUS, “ to provide for
“ the exigency of the Commonwealth, and
¢ fupport the infancy of BriTannIicus with
¢ a collatcral ftay. Such had been the policy
¢ of the deified Aucustus, who, though, for
“ the fupport of his houfe, he had grand-
¢ children of his own, yet had diftinguithed
“ with power the fons of his wife. Thus too
“ T1perIUs, notwithftanding he had iffuc of
“ his own, adopted GERMANICUs; and thus
“ he alfo thould fortify himfelf with the aid
“ of a young Princc, fit to bear in time a part
“ of his public cares.” To thefc confidera-
tions CLAUDIUS yiclded, and adopted Domi-
T1Us for his cldeft fon, though only three years
older than his fon, declaring the adoption to
the Senate in a {pecch of the very fame ftrain
with that of his freedman to him. It was
noted by men of obfervation, that never was
any adoption made before this into the Patri-
cdan family of the Craup11, which from
Attus CLausus their firft anceftor, had ever
fubfifted upon its own fucceflive ftock.

THE thanks of the Senate were prefented to
the Prince, but conceived in ftrains of flattery
flill more exquifite towards DomiT1Us; and a
law paffed decreeing his affumption into the
Claudian family, and to him the name of NEro.
AcripriNa was-alfo dignified with the title of
Avcusta. When thefe meafures were thus
accomplithed, no mortal was found {o void of

Hh 4 com-
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compaflion, as not to be affe@ed with the for-
rowtul lot of BrirannNicus. DBy little and
little he was cven bereft of the attendance of
his flaves, through the hollow oflicioufoufnefs
of his ftep-mother, who would keep him un-
fcafonably in a nurfery; a trcatmgnt of great
derifion, which himfelf perceived, as he was
capable of difccrning deceit.  For, he is faid
to have wanted np quicknefs of undecrftand-
ing: whether the fame werc his real character,
or whether his fad fortune was the only fource
of his praife, without living to give further
proof, he flill retained it.

Now AGrippINA, that fhc might even to
diftant nations, our allies, fignalize her power
at Rome, procured a Colony of Vetcrans to
be fent to the capital of the Ubians; a town
in which fhe was born, and which the called
by her own name. It had alfo been the lot
of her grandfather AGr1pPA, When that people
came over the Rhing, to reccive them under
the protc&tion of the Romans. At that fame
time, terror filled the higher Germany, from
the approach of the Cattians, ¢xcrcifing as they
went rapine and depredations. Hence Lucrus
Pomron1us, thc Roman General, ordered the
auxiliary Vangiones and Nemetzans, ftrength-
ened with fome wings of horfe, < to advance
« againft thofc bands of robbers, or, if they
< found them ftraggling, to pour in upon them
¢ and Dbefet them by furprize.” The vigour
of the foldiers was anfwerable to the fcheme
ef the commander; feparating themfelves in-

- ’ tQ
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to two bands, that which marched to the left,
enclofed them juft returned from the fpoil,
under the effeéts of a debauch, and funk in
flecp. To compleat thcir joy, they now re-
leafcd from bondage fome who had continued
in it ever fince the maflacre of VArus and
the Legions, forty years before. The body
that turned to the right, had made a fhorter
march, and as the enemy ventured to fight, a
grcatcr flaughter.  So that, laden with booty,
and covered with glory, they rcturned to
mount Taunus, where PompoNiUs waited
with his Legions, prcpared for battle, if the
Cattians, from a paflion for revenge, had mi-
niftered occafion. But, as they dreaded being
affaulted on every fide, here, by the Romans,
there, by the Cherufcans, with whom they
have inceffant enmity, they difpatched depu-
ties and hoftages to Romc. To Pomponi1us
was decrced the honour of triumph, from
which, however, he derives but a {lender fhare
of his furviving fame, fince to pofterity he is
peculiarly known in the furpafling excellence
of his Poems.

IT was at this time too that VANN1US, for-
merly created King of the Suevians by Drusus
Casar, was driven from his kingdom. In
the beginning of his reign, he lived in fignal
reputation, and in popularity with his people,
but, intoxicated with long poffeflion of power,
grew afterwards imperious ; fo that he became
at once expofed to the hate and hoftility of his
neighbours, and to a combination of his own

fubjedts,,
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fubjeds. It was condutted by his own fifter’s
fons, VANG10 and Sipo, and by ViBiLLIus
their confederate, King of the Hermundurians.
Nor would CLaubp1us, though often entreated,
engage in the quarrel of the Barbarians; he
only an{wered the fuit of VANNIUS, by a pro-
mife of a fafe refuge, in cafc of expulfion, and
writto PusL1uUs PALPELIUS HISTER, governor
of Pannonia, « to covcr the banks of the Da-
¢ nube with the Legion, and with a body of
¢ auxiliaries raifed in the fame province; in
¢ order to fhelter the vanquifhed, and to awe
¢ the conquerors; left, elated by fuccefs, they
¢ might venture alfo to difturb the quiet of
¢ the Empire.” For the Ligians and other
nations wcre daily arriving in {warms, allured
by the fame of the wealth of that kingdom,
which for thirty years VanN1us had been en-
riching by conftant deprcdations and exaétions.
His own army of natives werc foot, and his
horfe the Jazigians of Sarmatia, a force unequal
to: the great hoft of his enemies. Hence he
determined to. confine himfelf to his ftrong
holds, and protrat the war. But the Jazi-
gians, who could not reconcile themfelves to
the reftraints of a fiege, roamed round the
adjacent country, and being powerfully affailed
by- the Ligians and MHermundurians, brought
him under a ncceflity of fighting. So that, -
iffaing from his fortreffes, to. relieve them, he
was overthrown' in battle, but with this praile,
notwithftanding his defeat, that with his own
hand he had bravely fought, and was honoslr-

ably
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ably wounded with his face to the foe. He
then fled to his fleet, which ftaid for him in
the Danube, and was foon followed by his
adherents, who were fettled in Pannonia, and
portions of land afligned them. VaNcio and
Sipo parted his kingdom between them, and
towards us continued in fignal fidelity, paflion-
ately beloved too by their fubjeéts, while they
were yet acquiring royalty, and, after it was
acquired, more vechemently hated, perhaps from
the fickle temper of the people, perhaps from
the genius of {fervitude.

Now PusrLius Osrtorius, Proprator of
Britain, found great uproar and combuftion
there s for the enemy had in predatory bands
broke into the territories of our allics, with
the more violence, as they fuppofed that a new:
General would not, with an army which he
had never proved, and in the depth of winter,
darc to make head againftthem. But as he was
convinced that by the firft events of war, confi-
dence or confternation was raifed in an enemy,
he led forth his troops againft them with great:
fuddennefs, put to the fword all who refifted,
and clofely purfued fuch as were broken, fo-
as to prevent their rejoining. And, fince a
peace made by conftraint, and thence never
fincere, coyld enfure no repofe to the General
nor his troops, he determined to deprive of
their arms all fuch as he fufpected, and, by the
means of forts, to confine them between the
tivers Nen and Severn; a determination
thwarted firft by the keenians, a powerful

- people,



468 The ANnavLs BookXIL

people, who having of their own accord be-
come our confederates, were weakened by no
invafion nor affaults of war; they were now
joined by the bordering nations, an army was
formed, and the place of battle chofen, a place
defended by a ditch, and the approach to it fo
narrow as not to be paflable by the horfe.
The Roman General, though, without the
fupport of the Legions, he only led fome fo-
cial troops, yet drew up to ftorm thefe ruftic
fortifications, and ranging his Cohotts in order,
difmounted the horfe and afligned them the
duty of foot. Upon the fignal given, they
forced the ditch and broke the enemy, who
were alfo hampered and entangled with their
own enclofures. But they who, from the guilt
of rebellion, were animated with defpair,
cooped in on all fides, and no way left for
efcape, performed many and memorable feats
of bravery. In.this battle Marcus Osto-
RIUs, the fon of the General, having faved the
life of a Roman citizen, acquired the Civic
Crown. :

For the reft, the overthrow of the Icenians
calmed all thofe unfettled fpirits, who before
were wavering in their purpofes between peace
and war; and the army was led againft the Can-~
gians, wafted their territories, and committed -
general fpoil.. Nor durft the foe encounter-
them openly, and were always beaten in their '
fecret affaults. 'We had now approached near
the fea which wafhes the coaft of Ireland,

when commotions, begun amongft the Bri-
gantes,
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gantes, obliged the General to return thither s
as he had determined to profecute no new
enterprize till his former were completed and
fecurc. The Brigantes, in trath, became foon
compofed, by executing a few who raifed the
revolt, and pardoning all the reft; but, no
rigour nor mercy could reclaim the Silures,
who were bent upon war, and only to be
reduced by the force of the Legions. To faci-
litate this defign, a Colony, powerful in the
number of Vetcrans, was conveyed to Cama-
lodunum fituate in the conquered lands, as a
bulwark againft the rebels, and for inuring our
allics to the laws and jurifdiction of the Ro-
mans.

THENCE we marched againft the Silures, a
people refolute and fierce by nature, and more-
over confiding in the afliftance and valour of
Caracrtacus, one renowned for many victo-
ries, and many difafters, fo that in credit he
furpafied all the other Britith commanders.  In
the advantage and fituation of the country he
was more fubtile and expert than the Romans,
but weaker in men, and therefore tranflated
the feat of the war into the territory of the
Ordovicans; and being joined by all fuch as
fcared an unequal peace with the Romans,
ventured to try the decifion of the {word. In
order to it, he chofc a place againft which it
was diflicult to advance, and from which it
Wwas as difficult to retreat, every way incom-
modious to our army, cvery way favourable
to his own, It was upon the ridges of moun-

s tains
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tains exceeding fteep, and, where their fides:
were inclining and approachable, he reared
walls of ftone for a rampart. At the foot of
the mountains flowed a river, dangerous to be
forded, and a hoft of men guarded his entrench-
ments.

AppD to this, that the leaders of the feveral
confederate nations, wcre bufy from quarter
to quarter, exhorting and animating their fol-
lowers, with reprefentations proper to difli-
pate fear, to kindle their hopes, and to roufe
in them all the fierceft incitements to war.
€aracracus, particularly, flew through the
whole army, and proclaimed, ¢ That from
<« this day and this battle they muft date their
<« liberty completely refcued, or their fervi-
« tude eternally eftablifhed.” He called upon
¢ thofe of thcir anccftors who had extermi-
“ nated C&£sar the Ditator, men by whofe
< valour they yet lived free from tribute and
“ Roman axes, yet preferved free from profti-
* tution the perfons of their children and
“ wives.” As he thus harangued, he was an-
fwered by the acclamations of the multitude,
and every ‘particular bound himfelf by the
oath moft facred to each different nation,
¢ Never to yield to arms, nor wounds, nor
¢ aught fave death.”

THis loud alacrity of theirs amazed the Ro-
man General. Befides, the river to be pafled,
the rampart to be forced, the declivities of the
high mountains to be climbed, and all de-

fended by hofts of men, were terrible diffi-
culties.
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cultics. But, the foldiers urged for the attack ;
All things, they cried, were conquerable by
courage, and the Tribunes and other officers
cxprefling the {fame {pirit, heightencd the ar-
dour of the army. Ostor1us, therefore, have-
ing carefully furveyed the fituation, where
inacceflible, and where to be pafled, led them
on thus animated ; and, without much diffi-
culty, gained the oppofite banks. In approach-
ing the bulwark, while the encounter was yet
managed by flights of darts, there were more
of our men wounded, and many began to tall;
but, after they had formed themfclves into the
military thell, demolithed the huge and fhape-
lefs ftruurc of ftones, and encountered hand
to hand upon ground cqual to both, the Bar-
barians betook themfcl\ ¢s to the nd‘rcs ot thc

dms after them, both the light and hcavy
armed. Here alfo was begun an unequal fight,
by ours in clofe order againft the Britons, who
ouly fought by dlfchargcs of arrows, and, as
they cover themfeives with no armour, were
thence ftrait broken in their ranks; \Vbcrc they
refited the auxiliaries, they were flaughtered
by the {words and javelins of the foldiers of
the Legions, and by the great {abres and pikes
of the aux111a11cs \th1c they faced thofe of
the Legions.  Signal was this viGtory ; the wife
and dauohter of CARACTACUs were taken
pnfonms and his brothers f{urrendered to
mercy.,

He
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He himfelf had recourfe to the faith and
protection of CARTISMANDUA,.Queen of the
Brigantes; but, as almoft all things confpire
againft the unfortunate, was by her delivered
in bonds to the conquerors, now in the ninth
year after the commencement of the war in
Great-Britain.  So long had he fuftained it;
hence his renown had reached all the ifles,
fpread over the neighbouring provinces, and
became cclebrated even in Italy, where all
longed to behold the man, who, for fo many
years, had defied the Roman arms. Nor, in
truth, at Rome was the name of CArRAcTa-
cus without luftre and applaufe 5 and the Em-
peror, by exalting his own glory in the con-
queft, accumulated frefh glory upon the con-
qucred. For, the pecople were aflembled to
fec him, as a rare and important {pectacle;
and the Prxtorian bands ftood under arms in
the field before their camp. There proceeded
firft the fervants and followers of the Britifh
King, with the military harnefs, golden chains,
and the fpoils by him taken in the wars with
his neighbourss next his brothers, his wife
and daughter, and laftly himfelf expofed to
view. All but he were dejetted, and defcend-
ed through fear to fupplications unworthy of
their quality. Caractacus, without cither
betraying a fupplicant look, or uttering a word
that implered*mercy, as foon as he was placed
before the imperial tribunal, fpoke thus :

“ Ir, to the height of my quality and for-
¢ tunc, I had joined an equal height of mo-

. ¢ dcration
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¢ deration in my profperity and fuccefs, I
¢ fhould have arrived in this city under another
¢« charaer, that of a friend, and not of a cap-
“ tive, nor would you then have difdained to
¢ have received a Prince born of illuftrious
¢ anceftors, and governing {o many nations,
“ into terms of alliance. But, different is my
¢ prefent lot, which derives upon you as emi-
“ nent renown, as upon me difgrace and
“ abafement. I was lately mafter of men and
“ arms, horfes and opulence. Where is the
“ wonder if againft my inclination I was be-
“ reft of them? If you Romans aim at extend-
“ ing your dominion over all mankind; it
“ does not thence follow that all men will
“ embrace voluntary fervitude from Rome.
“ Had I forthwith {ubmitted to captivity, nci-
“ ther had my fall nor your glory been thus
“ fignal; and even now, if I amto fuffer death,
“ the fame of my flory and of your conqueft
will die with my punithment; but if you
preferve my life, I fhall be a deathlefs ex-
ample of your clemency.” CrLAuDIUS upon
this pardoned him, his wife, and his brothers.
Being difcharged of their chains, and having
paid their duty and acknowledgment to the
Prince, they alfo accofted AGriPPINA, exalted
Upon another tribunal hard by, in the fame
firain of gratitude and veneration: A fight
femarkably new, to our anceftors utterly un-
known, for a woman to prefide amongft the
Roman Enfigns! fhe, in truth, affumed to call

Vou. II Ii herfelf
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herfelf a partner in the Empire which her an-
ceftors had acquired.

THE Scnate was thereafter affembled, where
many and pompous encomiums wcre pro-
nounced vpon the taking of CARACTACUS,
as an event < no lefs illuftrious than thofe of
¢ old, when StpHAX was by PusLius Scirro,
Perses by Lucius PavLus, or any other
conquered Kings were by any of our great
Captains, prefented in chains to the Roman
people.” To Ostor1us the triumphal
ornaments were decreed; and thus far his ad-
miniftration had been fuccefsful, but was after-
wards chequered with misfortunes. Whether
it was, that, upon the captivity of CARAC
TACUS, the war was thought concluded, and
thence our vigilance and difcipline abated ; or
that the enemy, in compaflion for fo great a
King, burned .more vehemently for revenge.
They aflailed by furprize the camp-marfhal and
legionary cohorts, left to rear forts amongft
the Silures, and, but for {fudden fuccours from
the circumjacent garrifons, our troops had been
cut in picces; as it was, the Marfhal himfelf
and eight Centurions were there flain, with
the moft refolute foldiers. Soon after they
entirely routed our forragers, and even the
troops fent to guard them.

OsToR1vs, it is true, difpatched to their
relicf fome cohorts lightly armed, who yet
were not able to ftay the flight, fo that the Le-
gions were drawn out to reftore the battle,

which
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which by their ftrength inftantly became equai,
and then favourable to us. The enemy fled,
but, as night approached, with fiight lofs.
There continued thenccforward frequent cn-
counters, many of them refcmbling the partics
and furprizes of robbers, fometimes in the
woods, fometimes in morafles, conducied by
chance or boldnefs, and with anfwcrable fuc-
cefs, here at a venture, there in concert, now
from refentment, anon for booty, at times by
command of their officers, and often without
their knowledge. Of all others the Siiures
were the moft implacable; they were incenfed
by a faying of the Roman General current
amongft them, ¢ that their name muit be ut-
“ terly extinguithed, as was that of the Sugam-
“ brians, who had been partly cut off, and
“ the reft tranfplanted into Gaul.” Thus ani-
mated, they furprized and carried off two
auxiliary cohorts, who were, without due cix-
cumfpection, plundering the country to fatizre
the avarice of their officers 5 and by diftributing
the fpoil and captives amongft the neighbouring
nations, they werc drawing them alfo into the
revolt, when Ostor1us, {inking under the
weight of his anxietics, expired, to thic great
joy of the enemy, that acaptain fo confiderable,
though he had not fallen in battle, had yet pe-
rihed in the war.

Tue Emperor, apprized of the dcath of his
Lieutenanr, that the province might not be
without a governor, fubftituted in his room
Avurus Dipius; but he, notwithftanding his

Iiz2 exXpe-
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expeditious arrival, found not things in their
entire ftate; for, the Legion commanded by
ManNrL1us VALENS, had the while been en-
gaged, and fuffered a defeat, a difafter magni-
ficd by the enemy, to terrify the new general,
and cven aggravated by him, thence to gain
the greater glory, if he quelled the rebellion,
or the jufter excufe if it lafted. The late lofs
too we {uffered from the Silures, who were
daily making large incurfions on all hands,
till Dip1us now fet upon them and repulfed
them. Their ableft man of war, fincc the
taking of CaAracracus, was VENusius, of
the city of the Jugantes, as I have above re-
membered, one long faithful to the Romans,
and proteéted by their arms, during his mar-
riage with the Qucen CarRTISMANDUA; but
being aftcrwards divorced from her, and then
inftantly at war with her, he likewife began
hoftilities againft us. Their arms at firft were
only employed againft each other; but the
Queen having by fubtil ftratagems, poflefied
herfelf of the brother and other kindred of
VENUsIUS, the enemy became exafperated,
and, fcorning the infamy of falling under the
dominion of a woman, affembled all theit
ableft and moft warlike youth, and invaded
her territories; an cvent forefcen by us; fo
that we had fent fome cohorts to her aid, and
a ficrce battle enfued, where the firft onfet was
deubtful, but the end fuccefstul. With the
like iffuc fought the Legion commanded by
Ces1us Nasica. For, Diptus himfelf un-

wicldly
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wieldy through age, and already fatiated with
a long train of honours, thought it fufficient
to att by his Licutenants, and only reftrain the
foe. ‘All thefe tranfa&tions, though the work
of feveral years, under two Proprators Osto-
rivs and Dipi1vus, I have thus conneéted, left
the detail, if interrupted, might not have been
{o eafily recovered. I now return to the order
of time.

During the fifth Confulfhip of CLaup1us
and that of SErRvius CORNEL1Us ORFITUS,
to qualify NErRo for entering into the admi-
niftration of the State, the manly Robe was
prefented him, while yet under age, and the
Emperor concurred chearfully with the flat-
tering decrees of the Senate, ¢ that in his
“ twentieth year, he fhould exercife the Con-
“ fulfhip; that the while, as Conful defigned,
“ he thould be invefted with proconfular au-
“ thority out of Rome, and bc ftiled Prince
“ of the Roman Youth.” CrLAUDIUS more-
over, in NERO’s name, beftowed a largefs
upon the foldiers, and another upon the pcople:
and, at the Circenfian games, which were then
folemnized, to draw mpon him the eyes and
affettions of the populace, whilft BRITANNICUS
was carried along in the Prxtexta (the ufual
habit of boys) NERO appeared in the trium-
phal robe, the mark and ornament of imperial
ftate.  So that the pecople, beholding them
thus differently attired, could thence conclude
the difference of their future fortunes. At the
fame time, fuch of the Centurions and Tri-

Iig buncs
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bunes as manifefted any compaffion for the
partial lot of BRiTANNICUS, were, fome under
colour of more honourable funétions, all upon
frimed pretences, removed from the palace;
even amongft the freedmen, thofe whofe faith
and conftancy were found incorruptible, were
difcarded upon the following occafion. The
two young Princes happening to meet, NERO
faluted brITANNICUS by that name, and Bri-
TANNIcUS hini by his old name of DomiT1Us.
This was by AcirtippiNa reprefented to CLav-
pius with grievous expoﬂulanons as the firft
ftep to diffention, fince by it * the adoption of

¢ NERO was fet at nought and condemned,

“the fan&ions of the Senatc with the autho-
rity of the people, were abohfhud within
the walls of his own palace; and if the pra-
vity of thofe who infpired into BRITANNI-
cus fuch pernicious fentiments, were not

reprefled, it would break out into war and
public ruine.” Craupivus, alarmed and ex-

afperated by thefe fuggeftions of his wife, as if

the fame had been crimes really committed by

the tutors of his fon, punithed all the beit of

them with exile or death, and entrufted him

to the government of others, chofen by his
ftep-mother.

"~ Acri1ppPINA however durft not yet procced
to the accomplithment of her great defign, till
from the command of the Pratorian cohorts
were removed Lusius GeTA and RurIus

- Cr1sPINUs, as men whom fhe believed grate-
ful to the memory of MEssaLINA, and zea-

. loufly
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loufly devoted to her children.  When fhe had
therefore alledged to the Emperor, < that by
« the competition and cabals of two comman-
« ders, the guards were rent into falions,
« whereas, were they under the authority of
« onc, they would be more cafily fubjcéted
“ to the laws of difcipline and obedience;”
Cravpivus f{ubmitted to the reafoning of his
wife, and the charge of thefe bands was tranf-
fCI‘lCd to BURRHUS ArFraNIUS, ah officer, in
truth, of fignal renown, but one however well
apprized to whote credit he owed his advance-
ment.  AGrRIPPINA likewife began to figna-
lize her grandcur ftill more, and even to enter
the Capitol in a chariot, a diftin&tion which
of old was allowed to none but the pricfts and
things facred, and, being now aflumed by her,
heightened the reverence of the people towards
a Lady who was the daughter of a C £sAR,
and the mother of one, fitter to the laft Em-
peror, and wife of the prefent; an inftance of
imperial fortune and nobility till then unpa-
ralleled. But in the mecan time her chief cham-
pion ViTeELL1Us, in the height of favour, and
extremity of age (upon fuch treachcrous foun-
dations great men ftand!) was involved in an
accufation, and, by Jun1us Luprus the Scnator,
charged with treafon, and cven with afpiring
to the Empire. Crauprus too would have
liftened to the charge, had not AGRIPPINA
prevailed by menaces rather than prayers, and
turned his refentment upon the accufer, who
was thence interdited from firc and water,

Ii4 Further
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Further punifhment than this VITELLIUS de-
fired not. :

ManNy were the prodigies that happened
this year : upon the Capitol were feen birds of
evil omen, frequent concuflions of the earth
were felt,. and by them many houfes over-
thrown. But, as the dread was ftill morc ex-
tenfive than the calamity, in the throng of
the flying multitude, all the weak and decrepit
were trodden to death. For a prodigy alfo
was reckoned the barrennefs of the feafon, and
the cffe& of it, famine. Nor were the com-
plaints of the populace confined to houfes and
corncrs 5 they even gathered in tumultuous
crowds round the Prince, then engaged in the
public adminiftration of juftice, and with tur-
bulent clamours drove him to the extremity
of the Forum; fo that, to efcape their violence,
he was forced with his guards to break through
the incenfed multitude. It is certain, there
was then in Rome but juft provifion for fifteen
days, and by the fignal bounty of the Gods
and the mildnefs of the winter it was that the
pnblic was relieved in that its urgent diftrefs.
It was, in truth, otherwife with Italy in former
days, when from her fruitful fields foreign
provinces too were furnithed with fupplies;
nor, at this time, is the fterility of foil any
pact of our misfortune; but we now rather
chufe to cultivate Africa and Egypt, and the
lives of the Roman pcople are entrufted t0
fhips and the cafualtics of the deep.

Tre
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Tue fame year, the war which arofe between
the Armecnians and Hiberians, begot alfo
mighty broils between the Parthians and Ro-
mans. Over the Parthians reigned VoLoOGESES,
who, though the fon of a Greck concubine,
had, by the conceflion of his brothers, obtained
the diadem. The Kingdom of Hiberia had
been long held by PHARASMANES, and his
brother MITHRIDATES was, by our aid and
procurement, poflefled of Armenia. PHARASs-
MANEs had a fon graceful and tall, of fignal
frength of body, trained up in all the politics
of his father, and in high renown with the
bordering nations. His name was RHADa-
MIsTUS, a young Prince who, impaticnt that
the {mall kingdom of Hiberia fhould be fo
long detained from him by the great age of
his father, declared this his difcontent with fo
much frequency and paflion, that his ambition
could not be concealed. PHARASMANES
therefore, in regard of his own declining age,
and fearing the {pirit of his fon, eager of him-
felf to reign, and fupported befides with the
affetions of his fubjedts, -chofe to divert his
thoughts upon another purfuit, and tempted
him with the profpect of Armenia; “ a king-
“ dom which, having expulfed the Parthians,
“he faid, he had given to MITHRIDATES;
“ but, in gaining it now, all methods of vio-
“ lence were to be poftponed; and thofe of
“ guile firft to be tried, in order to opprefs
“ him unawares.” Thus RHADAMISTUS,
feigning to quarrel with his father, and to fly

the
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the pcrfccutions of his ftep-mother, withdrew
to his uncle, and, while he was by him che.
rithed like a child, with tranfcendent compla-
cency, drew the nobility of Armenia into the
confpiracy; MITHRIDATEs being fo ignorant
of his condu&, that upon him he was ftill
multiplying honours.

THEN, under thew of being reconciled to
his father,. he returned, and informed him,
¢ that what fraud could cffe@, was accom-
¢ plithed, the reft arms muft execute.” Hence
PuarasMANEs fet himfclf to dcvife colours
for the war, and declared, ¢ that whilft he was
“ at war with the King of the Albanians, he
“ had appli~d to the Romans for aid, but his
brother oppofed its coming ; and this injury
he was now about to revenge with his utter
deftru@tion.” At the fame time, he conr
-mitted a numerous army to the conduét of his
fon, who, by a fudden invaficn, utterly dif
mayed MITHRIDATES, and forced him out of
the field into the fortrefs of Gorneas, a place
ftrong in the fituation, and defended by a gar-
rifon of our foldiers, under the. command of
#CA£L1USs PoLL10 Governor, and CASPERIUS 2
‘Centurion. The Barbarians are ftrangers to
nothing more than the ufe of machines, and
the dexterity of affaulting placcs, a part of mi-
litary skill ‘which to us is throughly familiar,
Ruapamistus therefore, having without ef-
fe@, or with lofs to himfelf, attempted the
fortifications, changed his efforts into a ficgé,
and when all his attacks were defpifed, pur

_ chafed
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chafed with a price the avaritious Covernor,
notwithftanding the adjurations of CAsPERTUS,
« that he would not fcll a confederate King,
« pot fell Armenia, the gift of thc Roman
« people, and convert his own truft into per-
« fidioufncfs and money.” But at laft, fince
Porrio perfifted to plead the multitude of the
cnemy, and RuapaMIstUs the ocders of his
father; the Centurion procuring a truce, de-
parted, in order cither to deter PHARASMANES
from purfuing the war, or otherwife to pro-
ceed to Numiprus QuabpraTUs Governor of
Syria, and lay before him the condition of
Armenia.

By the departure of the Centurion, Porvr10
being, as it were, difcharged from the reftraint
of a keeper, exhorted MITHRIDATES to an
accommodation. Hc alledged ¢ the natural
“ ties between brothers, the fcniority of PHA-
“ RasMANES, and their other mutual bonds
“ of athnity; that he was himf{clf efpoufed to
“ his brother’s daughter, and to RHADAMISTUS
“ had efpoufed his own s that the Hiberians,
“ however then fupcrior in forces, refuled not
“ peace; and the perfidionfne(s of the Arme-
“ nians was fufficiently known ; ncither had
“he any other fanciuary but that caftle, de-
“ ftitute of ftores. He therefore ought not to
“ feruple to prefer terms vained without blood,
“ to the cafualties and violence of war.” But,
8 Mrrar1paTEs ftill procraftinated, fufpedting
the counfels of the Governor, as one who had

fiebauched a concubine of his, and was reckoned
of
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of a vile f{pirit, purchafeable by money into
cvery bafenefs, Casper1Us the while reached
- PHARASMANES, and urged him “ to recall his
“ Hiberians from the fiege.” That Prince
returned him openly equivocal anfwers, fome-
times fuch as were more gentle and plaufible,
and, during thefe amufements, warned Rua-
DAMISTUS by fecret meflengers, “ to difpatch
“ by whatever means the taking of the place.”
Hence the price of the treafon was augmented
to PorLr1o, who alfo privately corrupted the
foldiers, and prompted them to demand peace,
or otherwife to threaten that they would relin-
quifh the garrifon. MITHRIDATES, prefled by
this extremity, agreed to the time and place of
capitulation, and went forth from the caftlc tq
meet RHADAMISTUS, who inftantly flew to
embrace him, feigned all the marks of duty
and obedience, and called him his father: he
even fwore that he intended him no violence
cither by peifon or the fword, and drew him
at the fame time into a neighbouring grove,
where a facrifice, he faid, was by his orders
prepared, that by the folemn prefence of the
Gods their league of peace might be con-
firmed.

It is a cuftom amongft the Kings of thefe
countries, whenever they ftrike alliances, totie
together with a hard bandage the thumbs of
their right hands, till the blood, ftarting to the
extremities, is by a flight cut difcharged. This
they mutually fuck, and a league thus executed
1s cftecemed moft awful, as myfterioufly folcm‘i

niz¢
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nized with the blood of the parties. But upon
this occafion, he who was applying the ban-
dage pretending to fall, feized MITHRIDATES
by the legs, and overthrew him, and inftantly
he was opprefled by many, then bound, and
haled away dragging his chain, a circumftance
of confummate contumely amongft the Barba-
rians! The people too, over whom he had
excrcifed rigorous tyranny, aflaulted him with
bitter reproaches, and even threatened him
with blows. Yet there were fone of a diffe-
rent temper, who uttered their commiferation
for fuch a mighty change of his fortunes be-
fides, his wife following him with her little
infants, was by her dolcful lamentations every
where heard. They were thruft apart into
covered carriages, till the commands of PHa-
RASMANES were known.  With him the paf-
fion for a kingdom was more prevalent than
his regard for a brother or daughter, and he
poflefled naturally a {pirit prone to every cru-
cty. He however confidered the indecency
of the fpectacle, and ordered them to be put
to death, but notin hisfight. RHADAMISTUS
too, as if from an exa&t obfervance of his oath,
¢mployed neither {word nor poifon againft his
fiter and uncle, but caufed them to be thrown
upon the ground, and ftifled with a vaft weight
of coverings. The children alfo of M1THRI-
DATEs, for bewailing the murder of their pa-

fents, were butchered themfelves. :
QUADRATUS, as foon as he knew the treafon,
with the doom fuffered by MITHRIDATES,
and
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and that they who took his life held his king-
dom, affembled his council, and reprefenting
thefe ¢vents, fought their advice whether ven-
geance ought to be purfued. Few had at heart
the public honour, and moft of them rcafoned
from confiderations of fccurity; < that all the
“ injuries and cruclties committed by foreign
¢ pations upon each other, ought to the Ro-
“ mans to be matter of joy ; nay, the feeds of
<« diflenfion "were induftrioufly to be fown
« amongft them; a policy frequentlypradtifed
¢ by thc Roman Emperors, who, under colour
« of beftowing from time to time that {ame
« kingdom of Armecnia upon Princes Barba-
“ rians, defigned thence to furnifth them with
“ matter of reciprocal feuds, and hoftilities.
“ RHADAMISTUS might therefore enjoy a
« crown wickedly acquired, fince with it he
“ enjoyed public deteftation and infamy, cir-
« cumftances which better ferved the purpofes
“ of Rome, than if by mcthods of glory he
“ had obtained it.” With this advice they all
concurred ; but that they might not fcem to
have affented to a wickednefs fo flagrant, and
left contrary orders fhould arrive from the
Emperor, they difpatched a meflage to PHa-
RASMANES, ‘ to fetire from the fronticrs of
¢« Armenia, and recall his fon.”

Over Cappadocia then ruled Jurius PE:
LIGNUs, with the title of Procurator, one
equally dcfpicable for his daftardly f{pirit and
the deformity of his perfon, but in great inti-
macy with Craupius, who, while yet a pri-

vate



Book XII. of TACITUS. 487

vate man, was wont to fpend his idle life in
liftening to the drollery of fuch buffoons. This
PeLioNUs drew together a body of auxiliary
forces from the adjacent provinces, and dec-
clared he would reconquer Armenias but, as
he committed greater fpoil upon our allies than
upon the enemy, he was by his own men
abandoned, harraffed by the inceflant incur-
fions of the Barbarians, and, thus bereft of all
defence, betook himf{elf to RrRapanistus, by
whofe liberalities he was {o intirely fubdued,
that of his own accord hc exhorted him to
afftme the royal diadem, and even aflifted in
perfen at that folemnity, as the author of the
advice, and his vaflal at arms.  When this vile
tranfadtion came to be divulged, that the cha-
ra&er of the other Roman Commanders might
not be judged by that of PericNus, HeLvi-
pIvs Priscus was difpatched at the head of a
Legion, with gencral orders to apply fuch
remedies to the prefent combuftions, as their
circumftances would bear. He therefore, have-
ing with much celerity croffed mount Taurus,
had already made many pacifications, rather by
mildnefs than torce, when an order overtook
him, ¢ for his rcturn into Syria, by it to avoid
“ miniftering to the Parthians any ground of
“ war.”

For, VorocEsEs belicving that an occafion
now offered for invading Armenia, a King-
dom inherited by his anceftors, but now trca-
fonably occupied by a foreign ufurper, drew
together an army, and prepared to inftate his
‘ brother
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. brother TIRIDATES in the throne; that none
of his houfe might be deftitute of dominion.
The march of the Parthians terrified the Hibe-
rians; they were expelled without fighting a
battle, and the Armenian cities of Artaxata,
and Tigranocerta, without a ftruggle received
the invaders. But, a tempeftuous winter or
want of provifions, and the peftilence arifing
from both, conftrained VOLOGESEs to relin-
quith his conquefts. So that the throne of
Armenia being once more vacant, was again
invaded by REHADAMISTUS, now more outra-
gious and bloody than cver, as incenfed againtt
a people that had already abandoned hun and
were ftill ready, on the firft occafion, to revolt.
They too, though inured to fewltutde loft all
patience, bctook themfelves to arms, and be-
girt the palaces nor had RHADAMISTUS any
rcfource fave in the fleetnefs of his horfes, and
by them he efcaped with his wife.

SHE was great with child, yet, from dread
of the foe, and tendernefs to her husband, bore
at firft, as well as fhe could, the fatigue of the
flight ; but when, by continued hurrying, her
heavy womb was forely agitated, and all her
bowels bruifed, fhe befought hlm “ to fave
“ her by an honeft death from the reproach
« and mifery of captivity.” At firft, he em-
braced her, comforted and encouraged her,
now admiring her heroic fpirit, then ftruck
with fear, left, if he left her, fome other might
poflefs hcr, at laft, in the ragg of love, and
well trained in alts of blood, he drew his

{cymitar,
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fcymitar, and wounding her deeply, haled her
to the banks of the Araxes, committing her
body to the flood, that even of her corps
nonc might ever be mafter. He himfelf pur-
fued his flight full fpeed, till he reached Hibe-
ria the kingdom of his father. ZEeNosIA the
while (for that was her name) was defcried
by the fhepherds, floating gently-on the fur-
face with manifeft appearances of life; and, as
they gathered from the beautiful dignity of
her afpe& that fhe was of no mean rank, they
bound up her wound, and to it adminiftered
their ruftic medicines. Having then learnt her
name and difafter, they carried her to Arta-
xata, from whence, at the charge and care of
the city, fhe was conducted to TIRIDATEs,
by him courtcoufly reccived, and cntertained
with all the marks of Royalty.

In the Confulfhip of FAustus SyLLa and
SaLvius OTHo, FURIUS SCRIBONIANUS fuf-
fered exile, upon a charge of having “ con-
“ fulted the Chaldxans about the term of the
“ Prince’s life.” In his crime was involved
his mother JuN1a, ¢ as having borne with
“ impaticnce her own lot;” for fhe too had
been banithed.  Canrrrus the father of Scri-
EONIANUS, had levied war in Dalmatia; hence
CLaubpivus vaunted his own ¢lemency, that to
a hoftile race he perfitted to grant their lives.
That, however, of the prefent cxile, remained
hot long; whether he dicd naturaily or by
Poifon, was diffcrently reported as cach diffe-

Vour. IL Kk rently
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rently believed. For expelling the Aftrologers
from Italy, a decree of Senate was made full
of rigour, but never executed. The Emperor
thereafter uttered a difcourfe in praife of thofe
Senators, who, from the narrownefs of their
fortunes, of their own accord renounced their
dignity ; and fuch as by adhering to their order,
added confidence to their poverty, were de-
graded.

DuURrING thefc tranfaltions, in the Senate
was propofed a penalty to be inflited upon
Ladites who married {laves, and ordained,
¢t That {he who thus dcbafed herfelf, unknown
‘¢ to the maftcr of the flave, fhould be adjudged
¢ herfelf in a ftate of ﬂavcry 5 but, where he
“ confented, thc fhould be held for a flave
€ manumitted.” To ParrLas who was by
Craupius declared to be the devifer of this
fcheme, the ornaments of the Pratorfhip, and
three hundred f{eventy five thoufand crowns,
were adjudged by Bareas Soranws, Conful
defigned. CorNELIUs Sciplo added, ¢ that
¢ the public thanks ought likewife to be paid
¢ him 3 for that, being defcended from the old
¢ Kings of Arcadia, he poftponed the regard
¢ of his moft ancient nobility to the fervice
“ of the ftate, and deigned to be numbered
¢ amongft the minifters of the Prince.” Crav-
p1Us avowed, “ that PALLAs was content with
« the honour only, and refolved to live ftill
“ in his former poverty.” Thus a decrce of
Scnatc was publithed engraven in brafs, in

~which
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which a franchized {lave pofiefling an eftate of
more than feven millions, was cxtolled for
obferving the parcimony of the ancients.

His brother firnamed FerLix, he who for
fome time had governed Judza, atted not with
the {ame reftraint, but as one who, relying upon
fuch potent protetion, fuppofed he might per-
petrate with impunity cvery kind of villainy.
The Jews, in truth, by their fedition, in the
time of CaLicura, had miniftered fome ap-
pearances of an infurreftion; and, after they
were apprized of his affaflination, fcarce re-
turned to obedience. Their dread remained,
left fome of the fuccceding Emperors might
fubje& them to the like odious injunctions.
FeLIX too, the while, by applying unfeafon-
able remedies, inflamed their offence and dif-
affedion ; a condu¢t imitated by VENTILIUS
CumaNus, who held under his jurifdiction
parct of the Province, and emulated FELIX in
all his worft courfes; for fuch was the divifion,
that Galilzea was fubjet to Cumanus, and
Samaria to FEL1x, two nations long at vari-
ance, and now, from contempt of their rulcrs,
lefs than ever reftraining their mutual hate.
Hence depredations on both fides were com-
mitted, bands of robbers employed, ambufhes
formed, and fomctimes battles fought, and all
the fpoil and booty prefented to thefe their
Governors, who, atfirft, rejoyced overit; but
when, aftcr the mifchicf grew outrageous, they
interpofed their armed troops, their men were
flain, and, but for the aid of QUADRATUS ruler

Kk 2 of
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of Syria, the whole Province had been in a
blaze of war. Nor, as to the Jews, who had
carried their violence fo far as to kill our fol-
diers, did any obftacle arife againft punifhing
them with death. The affair of CuMaNUS
and FeLix created fome dclay; for CrLau-
pIUS, upon a hearing of the caufes of the re-
volt, had alfo granted a power to try and fen-
tence the Governors 5 but QUADRATUS, taking
Ferix. up to the Tribunal, and thewing him
amongft the Judges, awed the accufcrs, and
ﬁopped onc part of the profecution : So that,
for the guilt and evil-doings common to
both, CuaaNUs alone was doomed to punifh-
ment. Thus the repofc of the Province was
reftored.

SHORTLY aftcr this, the boors of Cilicia,
they who are firnamed Clitzans, and had be-
forc raifed many infurre@ions, betook them-
{clves now, under the lcading of THROSOBOR,
to their ftecp and inacceflible mountains and
there encamped.  From thence in predatory
bands they made excurfions as far as the fhore,
and round the adjoining citics, boldly com-
mitting ravages upon the villagers and hus-
bandmen, and daily {poiling the merchants and
feamcrr.  They cven befieged the city of Ane-
murium, and rcpulfed a body of horfe fent
from Syria to its relicf, under the command
of Curtius SEVERUs; for, the rocky fitua-
tion of the place proved a dcfence to an army
of foot, and fcarcely admitted the attacks of
the horfc.  DBut afterwards, ANTIOCHUS King’

of
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of that territory, having by many courtefics
gained the multitude, and by ftratagem fecured
their leader, cﬂ'c&ually disjoined thc forces of
the Barbarians; and putting to death THro-
soBoR and a few more of the chicfs, pacified
the reft by methods of clemency.

AsouTt the fame time, a naval fight was
preparcd upon the lake Fucinus, and, to accom-
modate the greatcr numbers with the advant-
age of bcholding the mighty magnificence of
the work, a mountain between the lake and
the river Liris was levclled ;5 in imitation of
AvucusTus, who once exhibited the like {pec-
tacle upon an artificial pool on this fide the
Tiber, but with light fhips, and fewer men.
Craupius armed large gallies, fome of three,
fome of four banks of oars, and manned them
with nincteen hundred combatants.  The cir-
cle afligned for the combat was furrounded
with an cnclofurc of great rafts of wood, to
obftruct all mcans of flight or efcape: fpace
{utficient was however allowed for the velo-
city of rowing, for the ftratagems of the pilots,
the mutual encounters of the fhips, and for all
the ufual feats in naval battles. Upon the rafts
ftood the Emperors guards, foot and hotfe,
with platforms before them for weilding and
difcharging the engines of battcry all the reft
of the lake was pofiefled by the combatants
upon covered veflels. The fhore, the adjacent
hills, and the tops of the mountains, were
crowded with a mighty multitude, many from
the ncighbouring towns, others from Rome

Kk 3 itfclf';
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itfelf ; fome from a paffion to behold the fpec-
tacle, fome in compliment to the Prince; and
the whole reprefented a vaft theatre. The
Emperor prefided in a fplendid coat of mail,
and with him AGRIPPINA in a mantle woven
of pure gold. The battle, though between
malcfactors, was fought with a fpirit becoming
brave foldiers; fo that, after many wounds
and much blood, they were redcemed from
utter {laughter.

WHEN the fpe&tacle was concluded, and the
watcr difcharged, the negligence of the work-
men becamc mamfe{’c and the infufficiency of
the work, which was not funk fufficiently low
about the center of the lake. Its bed there-
fore fome time after was hollowed deeper;
and, to draw the multitude once more toge-
ther, a fhew of Gladiators was exhibited upon
bridges laid over it, in order to difplay a foot
fight. But, as a banquet was prepared juft at
the fall from the lake, the fame proved the
occafion of great affright; for, the weight of
the water breaking out with violence, bore
down with it whatever was near it, thook what
was more diftant, and by its impetuofity and
roaring difmayed all that were prefgnt AGRIpP-
PINA laying inftant hold of the Emperor’s
fright, charged Narcissus, the dirc&or of the
work, with avarice and rapacwufnefs nor did
Narcissus fpare AGRIPPINA, but attacked
and upbraided, ¢ the domincering {pirit of
« the woman, with her afpiring and boundlefs
& views,”

DyRrING
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DuriNG the Confulthip of Decimus Ju-
N1us and QuiNTUs HATERIUS, NERO, now
in the fixteenth year of his age, efpoufed
Octavia the daughter of Craup1us, and, to
fignalize his accomplithments in polite learn-
ing, and acquire the glory of eloquence, under-
took the caufe of the Ilians, and having floridly
reprefented the Romans as defcendents from
Troy, and /ENEAs as the founder of the Julian
race, with other old traditions little remote
from fables, he obtained for the Ilians entire
immunity from all public charges. By the
rhetoric of the fame advocate, the Colony of
‘Boulogne, which had bcen utterly confumed
by fire, were rclieved by a bounty of two
hundred and fifty thoufand crowns. To the
Rhodians too their liberty was reftored, which
had been often withdrawn, and often re-cfta-
blithed, as a punifhment or reward for their
different behaviour, when they obliged us by
their affliftance in our forcign wars, or pro-
voked us by their {editions at home. And, to
the city of Apamea, overturned by an carth-
quake, a remiflion of tribute was granted for
five years.

THE policy all this of AGripPINa, Who
puthed CLaUDIUS on the contrary upon all the
moft detcfted meafures of cruelty. As fhe
panted inordinately after the gardens ot Sta-
TILIUs TAURws, a nobleman of illuftrious
fortune, who had been Proconful of Africa,
fhe procured his bane by the miniftry of Tar-
QuiITiUus PrIscus, who was his Licutenant

Kk 4 there.,
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therc. After their return, he charged him
with fome few crimes of extortion, but the
fum of the accufation, were the praltices of
Magic. Neither did Taurus deign longer to
bear the unworthy lot of profecution from
that traiterous accufer, but, without waiting
for the dccifion of the Scnate, laid violent
hands upon himfclf. TArRQuIT1US was, how-
ever, expelled the Senate: fuch was the detefta-
tion of the fathers towards the accufcer, that
they carried his condemnation againft the in-
trigucs of AGRIPPINA.

THI1s year, what the Prince had frequently
declared, « That to the decifions of his Impe-
¢ rial Procurators, the fame force fhould be
<¢ allowed as to his own,” was morcover con-
firmed and eftablifhed by a decree of Senate,
(as a proof that the fame was no declaration
at random) nay, with more fulnefs than here-
tofore and greater cnlargements. For, the
dcified AucusTus had ordained too, that the
Knights who ruled ZAgypt, fhould a&t judici-
ally, and that the fentences by them pro-
nounced fhould be equally valid with tholc of
the Roman Magiftrates.  Soon after, this jurif-
di¢tion of the Knights was extcnded to other
Provinces, and, even in Rome itfelf, to their
Tribunal were referred many things formerly
determined by the Prators. CrLaubius now
conferred upon them univerfal jurifdiction,
that jurifdi®ion for which fo many feditions
had been raifed and fo much blood thed, when,
by the popular ordinances of the Tribunc

2 ’ SEM-
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SemproON1Us, the Equeftrian Order was in-
vefted with the power of judicature, and when
ServiLIUs the Conful, by a contrary efta-
blithment, reftored to the Senate the judicial
authority. This too chiefly was the end and
incitement of the bloody wars between Ma-
rius and SyrLra. But, in thofe days, the
feveral Orders of the State were cngaged in
different and interfering purfuits, and the
party that prevailed made public regulations at
their pleafure. Calus Oppius and CoRNE-
Lius BaLBus were the firft particulars, who
(enabled by the power of Casar the Dicta-
tor) arbitrated matters of pcace and war. It
would little avail to recount after this, the
names of Marrus and VEDIUS,- and other
Roman Knights, who once bore fway; when
to his franchized flaves, fuch as were entrufted
with his domeftic concerns, Craupius thus
afferted a power equal to his own and to that
of the laws.

THEREAFTER, he propofed for the inhabi.
tants of Coos, a gencral immunity from im.
pofitions, and recounted their antiquity in 4
long detail; ¢ how thc Argives, or at leaft
“« Cgus the father of LaTona, firft cultivated
“ that ifland ; and thither foon after arrived
« Ascurarrus, and with him the art of me-
“ dicine and healing, an art, which had great
“ applaufe amongft his defcendents,” whofe
names he rehearfed, and marked the feveral
ages in which they flourithed. Hce even faid,

that
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that “ Xenor#oN his own phyfician, was a
« branch of the fame family, and to his fup-
¢ plications it ought to be granted, that his
“ countrynicn the people of Coos fhould be
« for cver difcharged from all tribute, and
“ only attend the cultivation of an Ifland {olely
“ devoted to the miniftry of that Deity.” It
is, without queftion, that many good offices of
theirs towards the Roman people, might have
been alledged, and cwen vitories gained by
their aid ; but CLaup1us, led by his wonted
weakne(s, coloured under no public confidera-
tions what he had thus perfonally pgranted to
his phyfician.

THE deputics from Byzantium being heard,
befought of the Senate to be eafed of their
heavy impofitions ; and recapitulating things
from the firft, began with the confederacy
which they had ftruck with us fo long ago as
the war which we maintained againft that King
of Macedon, who from the degencracy of his
fpirit was diftinguifhed by the name of Pseupo-
PHILIPPUS. Next they recounted the forces
by them fent againft King ANTIOCHUS, PER-
sEs, and ArIsTONICUS; as alfo how they had
fupported ANTONIUS in the war to fupprefs
the Pyrates, with the feveral aids which they
had beftowed upon Syrra, LucurrLus and
Pompey. They added the fervices which more
lately they had rendered tothe CEsars, during
their encampments and abode in thefc their
territories, where our armigs and their leaders,

in
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in all their progrefles by land and water, were
well accommodated, and all their ftores carricd.
after them.

For, Byzantium was founded by the Greeks,
in the extremity of Europe, upon a fireight
which disjoins Europe from Afia. Thither the
founders were direGed by an Oracle of the
Pythian Apollo, who, when confulted by them,
where to build a city, rcplied, ¢ That they
« fhould feck a fituation oppofite to the habi-
¢« tations of the blind-men.” By this riddle
the Chalcedonians were reprefented 5 for they,
who were the firlt comers into thofe parts, and
had viewed thc advantages of this fhore, had
yet chofen the oppofite and the worft.  Byzan-
tium, in truth, ftands upon a fertilc {oil and a
plentiful fea; fince, into her port are borne all
thofc infinite fhoals of fith, which breaking
out of the Euxinc, fhun the other coaft, as
they arc fcared by the rocks which, under the
waters, Thoot from it. Hence, at firft the gain
and wealth of the Byzantines, but, afterwards
prefled by the excefs of their impofitions, they
now befought that the fame might be abolithed
or abated. The Emperor too was thcir advo-
cate, who reprefented them as late {ufferers iny
the war of Thrace, and in that of Bofphorus,
and worthy to be relieved. They were there-
fore acquitted from tribute for five years.

In the Confulfhip of MARCUS AsINTUs and
Marcus AciLius, a change of affairs for the
worfe was portended, as was gathered from
the frequency of Prodigies. The Enfigns of

the
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the foldiers and their tents were {corched with
firc from heaven; a fwarm of Bees pitched
upon the fummit of the Capitol; children
were born of compounded forms, and a Pig
was farrowed with the talons of a hawk.
Amongft the prodigics it alfo was reckoned,
that the number of every order of Magiftrates
was then curtailed, one of the Quaftors, one
of the Adiles, a Tribune, a Prator, and a
Conful, being all deceated, within a few
months. But, more particular was the fecar
of AGrirrINA. She was alarmed by a faying
of CrLaupi1us, uttered heedlefly in his wine,
¢ That it was a fatc upon him, to bear the
“ iniquities of his wives, but at laft to punifh
“ them.” Hence fhe determined to be quick
and prevent him, but firft to deftroy Domiria
Lepripa, upcn motives derived from the pride
and refentments of women. For LEPIDA,
who was the daughter of the younger ANToO-
N1a, the great niece of AUGUsTUS, coufin
german to AGrippINA the elder, and fifter to
Cn.g1us Domitius (once husband to the pre»
fent AGrIprINA) accounted herfelf of cqual
nobility with the other. Ncither were they
much differing in beauty, age or wealth, both
proftitutes in their pelfons, infamous in their
manners, and violent in their tempers, nor lefs
rivals in vices than in the lufire and advant-
ages of their fortune. Hence, however, arofc
the moft vehement ftruggle, whether the aunt
or mother fhould acquire the afcendent over

the fpirit of Nero. LEepipa labourced to en-
gage
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gage and govern his youthful mind, by ca-
refles and liberalitics; AGRIPPINA, on the
contrary, treated him with fternnefs and threats,
like one who would, in truth, confer the fove-
reignty upon her fon, but not bear him for her
fovereign,

THE crimes therefore charged upon LEPIDA,
were, ¢ That, by charms and imprecations, fhe
“ had fought to deftroy the Empcror’s Con-
“ fort, and that by negletting to reftrain the
¢ tumultuous behaviour of her numerous flaves
“in Calabria, fhe difturbed the public peace
“ of Italy.” For thefec imputations fhe was
doomed to die, notwithftanding the laboured
oppofition of Narci1ssus, who was now be-
come more and more diftruftful of Acrire-
PINA, infomuch that he is faid to have lamented
amongft his intimates, < That to himf{clf no-
¢« thing but certain deftruftion remained, whe-
“ ther BRiTaNNiIcUs or NERO fucceeded to
¢« the Empire 5 but fuch towards him had been
“ the favour of the Empcror, that for the fer-
¢« vicc of his mafter he would lay down his
« lifc. Under Craupius he had procured
“ the convition and doom of MEssaLINa
and of SiLius; and under Nero (if NeErO
camc to reign) there would be the like
caufes for the like accufation. It BRITAN-
NIcus was to fucceed, ncither from that
Prince had hc any claim to favour, fince he
had, by the death of his mother, made room
for a ftcp-mother, who by infidious plots
was ruining all his houfe with fuch notable

“ wicked-
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“ wickednefs, that better it were he had never
« divulged to the Emperor the proftitutions of
“ his former wife, though neither, in truth, was
“¢ the prefent free from proftitution, as PALLAs
<« was notorioufly her adulterer; infomuch that
“¢ with no mortal could any doubt rcmain,
“¢ but to the luft of rule fhe poftponed her
« fame, her modefty, her perfon, and all
“ things.” Repeating thefe and the like
fpeeches, he tenderly embraced BrRITANNI-
¢us, and fupplicated for him full and fudden
ripenefs of age ; now to the Gods, then to the
young Prince, he lifted up his hands and poured
owt prayers, “ That he might attain vigour of
¢ years; that he might exterminate the ene-
< miés of his father, and even be revenged on

<« thofe who flew his mother. ”

AMipsT all thefe mighty agitations and anxi-
etics, CLaupius was taken ill, and for the
recovery of his health had recoutfe to the foft
air, and falubrious waters of Sinuefla. It was
then that AcGrIrpINa, long fince bent upon
the parricide, greedy of the prefent occafion,
and wecll furnithed with wicked agents, con-
{ulted concerning the quality of the poifon:
<« if it were {fudden and rapid in its operation,
<« the dark deed might thence be betrayed 5 if
< one flow and confuming were adminiftered,
< there was danger that Crauprius, when his

~

“ end approached, and perhaps having the

« while difcovercd the deadly fraud, would
< recall the tendernefs and partiality of a father
¢ for his fon.” A fubtle poifon was therefore

judged
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judged beft, ¢ fuch as would diforder his brain,
« and not prefently kiil.” An expcrienced
artift in fuch preparations was chofen, her name
Locustas lately condemned for poifoning,
and one long entertained amongft the other
machines of the Monarchy. By this woman’s
skill the poifon was prepared; to adminifter
the fame was the part of HaLoTUs, one of the
Eunuchs, fteward of the Emperor’s table and
his tafter. Indced, all the particulars of this
deed were foon afterwards {fo thoroughly
known, that the writers of thofe times are able
to recount, ¢ how the poifon was fecthed in
« a delicious mefs- of mu‘nrooms, but, whe-
« ther from the natural ftupidity of Crau-
“ prus, or that he was drunk, he felo not
¢ inftantly the virulence of the dofe.” A
loofenc(s too at the famc time fecemed to re-
ireve him, and to defeat the operation. AGrip-
PINA became terribly difmayed; bat, as her
own life lay at flake, fhe defpited the ftain and
odium which muft accompany her prefent
procecdings, and called in the aid of Xeno-
PHON the phyfician, whom fhe had already
engaged in her guilty purpofes. It is thought
that he, as if he had mecant to afit CLavpius
in his efforts to vomit, thruft down his throat
a feather dipt in outrageous poifon, as onc
who well knew, that the moft daring iniqui-
tics arc attempted with hazard, but accom-
plithed with rewards.

THE Senatc was in the mean time aflem-
bled, and the Confuls and Pontiffs were offer-

mg
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ing vows for the recovery of the Emperor,
when he was alrcady dead; though coverings
and reftoratives were {till applicd, till matters
were difpofed for fecuring the Empire to NEro.
And firft, Acr1PPINA, perfonating unconquer-
able forrow, and one who fought on all hands
for confolation, clafped BR1TANNICUs in her
arms, fiiled him ¢ the genuinc image of his
<« father,” and, by various and feigned devices,
withheld him from leaving the chamber. There
the likewife detained ANTONIA and OCTAVIA,
his fifters, and, by pofting guards, fhut up all
the paflages.  From time to time too fhe de-
clared, that the Prince was upon rccovery,
thence to cncourage the hopes of the foldicry,
till the fortunate moment, according to the

calculations of the Aftrologers, were at hand.
ATt laft, on the thirtcenth of Odober, at
noon, the gates of the palace were fuddenly
thrown opcen, and NERO, accompanicd by
BurrHuUs, walked forth to the cohort, which,
according to the cuftom of the army, was then
upon guard. There, upon fignification made
by the Prafed, he was received with fhouts of
joy, and inftantly put into a litter. It is re-
ported, that there were fome who hefitated,
diligently looking and trequently asking, where
was BRiTanNicus? but that, as no onc ap-
pcared to propofe him, they prefently em-
braced the choice which was offered them.
Thus NEro was borne to the camp, where,
after a fpeech fuitable to the exigency, and the
promife of a largefs cqual to that of the late
Empcror
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Emperor his father, he was faluted Emperor.
The declaration of the foldiers was followed
and confirmed by the decrees of the Senate s
ner was there any relu@ancy in the feveral pro-
vinces. To Craupius were decreed coeleftial
honours, and the folemnity of his funeral the
fame as that of the dcified Aucustus, fince in
it AGr1PPINA would needs emulate the ‘mag-
nificence of her great grand-mother Livia.
His teftament, however, was not rehearfed in
public, lcft the preference there given from his
own fon to the fon of his w1fe might grate
and PlOVOke the (pmt of the populace.

Vor. IL L1 THE
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The SUMMARY.

‘LANUs, Proconful of Afia, poifoned at the infligation of
AGRIPPINA. NARCISSUS, freedman to the late Em-

peror, doomed ro dre. The funeral of CLAUDIUS. NERO’s
Panegyric upon him. NEROS reign begins well. The
Senate left to alt independently. The Parthians aim at
the poffeifion of Armenia. CoRBULO employed againft
them. WNERO bis paffion for ACTE. AGRIPPINA pro-
woked by it, and thence Iofes credss wirh ber fon. PALLAS
removed from the adminiftration. BRITANNICUS poy-
fomed. AGRIPPINA grows obmoxions toNERO ; is accufed
before bim, and acquitted. NERO’S wild revellings during
the night. Debate about vecalling infolent freedmen to
their former bondage.  Some eminent men condemned.
Natural dearbs. Neaw broils dvith thé Pavthians about
Avmenia. CORBULO inures bis men to fevere and pri-
witive difeipline; invades Arnienia, ftorms feveral firong
bolds, takes the city of Artaxata, and burss it. TIRI-
DATES flies before” bimt. P. SuiLtus comdemned. Oc-
TAVIUS SAGITTA, i the tage of love, flabs PONTIA,
bis former miffrefs, spon ber refufing to marry him. His
Jroedmawn
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freedman takes the falf upon bimfelf. NERO cozceives
a paffion for PoPP.EA SABINA: Her kiftory, charaor,
and arts. CoRNELIUS, throrgh the Emberor's jealo«[yy
banifbed to Mar[oilles  The exoibizance of the pubircars re-
frained. Tke Fiifraus endeavour to fetrle near the Rbiney
but are driven thewce by rhe Roman horfe, and rorted.
The Av»fbar:ans make the [ame attemps, with the [ume
Hl forture. Frerce war berween the Hermoudsrians and
Catiians;, the latter almoft wrterly cut off in a great

battle. Straxge eruption of fire in the territery of the
Fulroznes. .

HET firlt vi®im under the new Prince

was JuN1Us SILANUS, Proconful of AfTy,
dilpa:chied nnknown to NEro, by the fraud of
AcriprriNa; not that he had provoked his fate
by any turbulence of fpirit, having lived in
fuch {loth aad cvent {uch feorn, during the ate
reigns, that CALIGULA was wont to <a.: him
the golden fheep.  But AGRIPPINA fearcd that
he might prove the avenger of the murder of
his brother Lvcius SiLaNus, by her formerly
procurcd. For, it was now the curient ru-
mour amorigft the-populace, that, “ as M £ro
“ was f{carce paft his childhood, and by ini-
¢ quity had acquired the Empire; f{uch a man
was to be preferred to him, one of com-
pofed age, fpotlels intecrity, noble, and’
(which was then highly prized) defcendud
from the Casars.” For, he too was the
great gfandlon of Aucustus. Such was the
caufe of his doom ; the inftruments were Pus-
L1v$ CELER a Roman Knight, and HeLius
the freedmaii, both employed to manayc the
Emperor’s domeflic revenue in Afia. By thiem
the Progonful had poifon gived him at a ban-
Lla quet,

~
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quet, fo openly, as if they meant not to dif:
avow it. - Nor was lefs haftc ufed to difpatch
Narcissus, the late Emperor’s frcedman,
whofe bold inve@ives againft Acrirpina I
have mentioned. In a rigorous prifon, and
through the miferable extremity of want, he
was conftrained to dic, fore againft the mind
of Nero, who, however he hitherto f{mo-
thered his vices, bore a wonderful conformity
to tac temper of Narcissus, profulc and ra-
pacious like his own.

A torrent of f{laughters was about to have
followed, had not Arranius Burrnaus and
ANN.£Us SENEcaA prevented it.  Thefe were
the governors of the Empcror’s youth, and
though engaged in partnerthip of power, yet,
by a rare example, well united, men different
in their accomplithments, but of equal weight
and authority. BurrnHus his inftructor in lef~
fons of arms, and the gravity of manners,
SENECA in the precepts of eloquence, and
polite adarefs. In this office they helped and
fupported cach other, the eaficr to manage
between them the dangerous age of the Prince;
or, if he rejec¢ted the purfuits of virtue, to re-
ftrain him at Icaft within the bounds of guiltlefs
pleafurcs.  One conftant ftruggle they both
had againft the tempceftuous (pirit of AGrip-
PINA, who was traniported with every luft of
lawlefs dominion, and, in her defigns, uphcld
by PaLLas, the fame who had led CLaup1Us
into that inceftuous match, then into the fatal
adoption, and by both, into his own dcftruc-

tion.
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tion. But NERO’S temper was not fuch as
to be controuled by flaves; and PaLras too
having exceeded the liberties of a flave manu-
mifed, had by his horrid arrogance provoked
Nero’s difguft. Upon Acrirpina however,
in public, “he accumulated all kinds of" ho—
nours, nay, to aTribune once, who, according,
to the difcipline of the foldicry, defired the
word, gave ‘that of excellent motker ; by the
Scnate too were decreed her two Lictors, with
the character of Pricfteis to CrLaupius. To
him at the {ame time was ordained a cenforial
funcral, and aftcrwards dcification.

TrE day of burial, his funeral praifes were
pronounced by NEro, who, whilft he care-
tully recounted the antiquity of his lincage,
the many Confalfhips, the many triumphs of
his anceftors, others as carcfully liftened. The
difplay too of his acquirements in Letters, was
* heard with attention and plcalmc as alfo the
obfcrvation, that during his reign no calamity
from foreigners had betallen the ftate. “Lur
when he tdl into a commcemoration of the
wifdom and providence of CLaUDIUS, not a
foul could refrain from laughter, though the
fpeech was of SENEcA’s compoling, and dit-
covered much accuracy and finenefs, as he had,
in truth, a beautiful genius, and ftile well fuited
to the taﬁc of that time. Old men, who make
it their recreation to draw palallcls between
- things prefeat and paft, took norice, that Nero
was the firft Ro_man Emperor who needed the
aid of anothcr man’s cloquence. For, Casar

Ll3 the
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the Diftator was ranked with the moft diftin.
guihed Orators. ApGusTUs too had an eafy
and flowirfg clocution, {1ich as became a Prince.
TiBer1US alfo poficfied the art of marfhalling
words ; his fentiments were likewife ﬁrong,
and it was from policy that {fometimes his ex-

reflions were obfcure, Ewen the difordered
{pirit of CaLiGULA impaired not his addrefs
and energy in fpcaking. Nor was CLAUDI1US
wanting in elegance of difcourfe, when his
difcourfe was the effc&t of ftudy. NEro, even
from his childhood, had abandoned his livcly
imagination to other occupations and diver-
fions, to graving, painting, finging, and ma-
naging the horfe, at times too in compofing
pocms, whence fome grounds of {cicnce ap-
peared to have been in “him.

HaviNg finithed this mimicry of mourn-
ing, he repaircd to the Senate, where, after
an introdu&tion concerning his eftablihment
in the Empire by the authority of the fathers,
and the common concurrence of the foldiery,
he dectared with what worthy purpofes, and
upon what good examples he aflumed the So-
vercignty ; that his youth being never ruffled
nor engaged in any of the animofitics of civil
wars, of any domcftic diffenfions, he brought
with him no fpirit of hatred, no fenfc of in-
juries, nor appetite of revenge. He then pro-
pofed the fcheme of his future rule, and in it
avoided carcfully all thofe late meafures of
reigning which were ftill freth and odious
“ for that he claimed not the )udgmcnt and

¢ decifion
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<« decifion of affairs, nor would allow the
<« fhatting up thofc who were accufed in the
« fame houfe with their accufers, and by
<« it fuftained the impotent tyranny of a few.
¢ Nothing fhould be faleable within his walls,
« nor any accefs there to intrigues of ambi-
« tion. Between his family and the republic
« 3 juft ditintion fhould be maintained; the
« Scnate thould uphold her ancient jurifdic-
“ tion; Italy and all thofe provinces, which
¢« depended upon the People and Senatc, fhould
<« apply only to the tribunal of the Confuls,
“and by them procurc accefs to the Fathers.
¢« To himfelf he referved what was efpecially
<« committed to his truft, the dire&ion of the

¢ armies.”
TH1s declaration wanted no fincerity, and
by the Senate many regulations were made,
agreeable to their own good liking, particularly
that no advocate fhould defend a caufe for gift
or payment, and that thofc who were defigned
Quzftors, thould be no longer obliged to cx-
hibit public thews of Gladiators.  All this was
oppofed by AGRIPPINA, as what refcinded the
acts of CLauDpius; but theFathers prevailed,
though by her contrivance they were purpofely
aflembled in the palacc, that there pofted by
a door behind a curtain, fecurc from fight, the
might yet eafily overhcar. Nay, at a time when
“the Embaffadors from Armenia were plead-
ing before NER O a caufe of their nation, fhe
was advancing to afcend the Imperial Tribunal,
and to fit in joint judgmlcnt with the Emperor,
Ll 4 i
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if SENEcA, fecing all the reft mute through
fear, had not remembered him ¢ to defcend and
“ meet his mother.” Thus, under the guife
of filial reverence, that public difgrace was pre-
vented.

AT the end of the year, tidings were brought
by the flying alarms of rumour,  that the
<« Parthians having broke out into frefh hofti-
< lities, had fe1zcd Armenia, and exterminated
“ RHADAMISTUS,” who, often Sovereign of
that Kingdom, and as often a fugitive, had
now too abandoned the war. At Rope there-
fore, acity fond of defcanting upon the public,
they began to inquire, “ how a Prince, fcarce
pafled his feventeenth year, could undertake
fo mighty a charge, how repulfe fuch a po-
tent foe? what proteftion to the State from
a youth governed by a woman? would he,
upon this occafion alfo, a& by the miniftry
of his tutors? would his tutors fight battles,
ftorm towns, and execute the other func-
tions of war?” Others, on the contrary,
alledged,  that it had thus bettcr happened,
 than if the weight and care of that war had
fallen upon CLauDIvUS, under all the defects
of old age and ftupidity, one who would
have blindly obeyed the dictates of his flaves.
BurrHUS and SENEcA were known for men
of long and various experience in affairs,
and to the Emperor himfelf how little was
wanting of mature age } when POMPEY, in
his eighteenth year, Ocravius C£saR
in his nineteenth, each fuftained the weight

“ of

[ 14



Book XIII. of TACITUS. 313

« of acivil war? Under public rulers, more
< was accomplithed by counfels and influence,
“ than by arms and forcc. NERO befides
“ would foon exhibit a manifeft proof, whe-
« ther he employed worthy or unworthy
Counfellors, if his choice of a General fell,
without pique or partiality, upon a man of
fignal reputation, rather than upon one that
was only wealthy, and trutted to favour and
mtrigues.”

WHiLsT thefe and the like difcourfes em-
ployed the public, NEro, to fupply the Le-
gions in the Eaft, ordered recruits to be raifed
through the ncighbouring provinces, and the
Legions themnfelves to be pofted near to Ar-
icnias as alfothat theancient Kings, AGrippa
and ANT10CHUS fhould make rcady their
forces, fuch as might cnable tiiem to invade
the territories of the Parthians; and that bridges
thould be ferthwith made upon the Euphrates.
To Ar1sTOBULUS he morcover committed
the lefler Armenia, and the region of SOPHENES
to Sonemus, with the enfigns of Royalty and
title of Kings. There arofe likewile to Voro-
GESEs a competitor tor his Crown, even his
own fon VArRDAaNEs. Hence the Parthians
withdrew from Armenia, yet {fo as if they
meant to return, and only poftponed the war.
BurT, in the Scnatc, all this was extolled
above meafure, by fuch as voted, ¢ that days
“ of public fupplications thould be decreed to
“ the Gods, that on thote public days the
“ Princc fhould wear the triumphal robes
¢« that

(44
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« that he fhould enter the city in the pomp
« of Quation, that to him a ftatue fhould be
¢ ereéted, of the fame bulk with that of MaARrs
« the Avenger, and in the fame temple.” Be-
fides their habitual pronenefs to flattery, they
fincerely rejoiced that, for the reconqueft of
Armenia, he had preferred Domitius Cor-
pULO, whence a door feemed to be opencd
for the reward of virtue and merit. The forces
in the Eaft were fo divided, that part of the
auxiltaries, with two Legions, were to remain
in Syria, under the command of NuMIDIUs
QuaprATUS governor of the province; an
. equal number of Romans and allies were af-
fizned to CorBULO, with an addition of the
cohorts, and other troops, which wintered in
Cappadocia. The confederate Kings were or-
dered to obey either, according to the exigen-
cies of the war; but their affe@tions were much
morc devoted to CorsBULO, who, in order to
take advantage of fame, which in all new cn-
terprifes has ever moft powerful influence,
marched with expedition, and at Agcas, a city
of Cilicia, was met by QuaprRATUS, Who
advanced purpofely thus far, left CorsuLo, if
he had entered Syria to regeive his forces
there, fhould draw upon himfelf the eyes of
all men, large as he was in his perfon, a mag-
nificent fpeaker, and, befides the cftcem of
his wifdom and great expcrience, even things
empty in themfelves, his air and fafhion ferved
powerfully to recommend him,

BoTtH,
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BortH, however, warned VOLOGESEs by
meflages, “ to prefer peace to war, and by
<« dclivering hoftages to preferve towards the
“ Roman pcople that reverence which was
“ wont to be paid by his anceftors.” Voto-
'GESES t00, in ardcr to make the more effcc-
tual preparations for war, or perhaps to rc-
move under the name of hoﬁaocs fuch as he
fufpeéted of aiming at the Dxadcm, yielded the
moft illuftrious of the family of ArRsAacipes.
They were reccived by HisTE1us the Centu-
rion, who had been for this very end difpatched
to the King by Numipiuvs. When this be-
came known to CoRrBULO, he ordered ARRIUS
Varus, Prefe@ of a Cohort, to go and take
them; hence a quarrel arofe between the Cen-
turion and the Prefeét, but, to prevent the
fame from becoming the fport of forcign na-
tions, to the hoftages themfelves and deputics
who condufted them, the decifion of the dif-
ference was committed, and they preferred the
pretenfions of CorsuLo, in regard of his late
exaltation, and even from a certain biafs to-
wards him in the hearts of our encmics. Hence
a fource of difcord between the Cenerals.
NuMipius complained that he was bereft of
what he had by his own counfels atchicved;
CorBULQ, on the contrary, maintained that
the King had pot inclined to yicld hoftages,
till he h:mfclf being appointed to conduét ‘the
war, had changed his hopes into fear. NEro,
to compofe their jarrings, ordered pubhc
declarations to be made, “ that for the fuc-

<« cefsful
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<« cefsful’ condu® of QuarraTUs and Cor-
“ bulo, the laurel fhould be anncxed to their-
< fafces.” Thefe tranfaltions, though they
rcached into the year of the fucccedmrr Con-
fuls, I have thus laid together.

Tar fame year, NERo applied to the Senate
for a ftatue to his father DomiT1Us, and for
the Confular ornaments to AscoNius LAREo,
who had been his Tutor. Statucs to himfclf
of folid filver and gold, he refufcd, and oppofed
fuch who plopolgd them ; ; and, notwnhﬁand—
ing an ordinance of Senate, tlnt the ycar for
thc future fhould begin on Dccunbw the
month in which Nero was born, he preferved
the ancicnt folemnity of bc(‘mmmT the vear
with the firlt of January. Neither would he
admit a criminal profccution againft CARINAS
CEeLER the Senator, upon the accufation of a
flave; nor againft JurLivs DENsus of the
Equeftrian Order, charged as a delinquent for
his devotion to BR1iTaANNICUS.

In the Confulfhip of Nero and Lucius
ANTISTIUS, as the Magiftrates were {wearing
upon the alts of the Emperors, he withheld
ANTIsTIUS his collegue from fwearing upon
his; an action copxouﬂ» extolled by the Fathus
with defign that his youthful fpirit, firft ani-
mated by the glory refulting from light things,
might procced to court the fame in things
which were greater. There followed an in-
ftance of his mercy towards PLauTius LATE-
raNvs, formerly degraded from the order of
Scnatox, for adultely with MEssaLINA, but

now
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now by NEro reftored. He chofe to make
many profeflions of clemency in the frequent
{pceches with SExEcA, cither to manifeft what
worthy counfels he gave, or in oftentation of
his own wit, uttered in public by the mouth
of the Emperor.

IN the mean while, the authority of his
mother became by little and little {lighted and
impaired ; for Nero having fallen into a paflion
for a franchifed damfecl, her name AcrtE, at
the fame time affumed as confidents in his
amour OtrHO and CrLAupius SENEcTO, the
fitlt of a Contular family, the other a fon of
onc of the Emperor’s trecdmen, both youths
of gracctul perfons, who firft, unknown to his
mother, then in {pight of her, had by fellow-
thip in luxury and fecrct pleafures crept into
an unbounded intimacy with him. Nor did
cven his fevereft minifters thwart this intrigue,
when with a woman of low condition, to the
injury of no man, the Prince {atisfied his youth-
ful inclinations and pleafures. For, Ocravia
his wife, however illuftrious in her birth, how-
cver celebrated for her virtue, he intirely nau-
{eated, whether from blind fatality, or that
forbidden purfuits are more prevalent and at-
traclive. Befides, it was dreaded that, had he
been withheld from that gallantry, he would
have daringly polluted Ladies of high qua-
lity.

Now AcrirrPINA ftormed, ¢ that a manu-
mifed flave was become her competitrefs, a
“"handmaid her daughter-in-law,” with other

the
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the like angry inve&tives of an incenfed womart:
Nor would fhe pradtife the leaft patience, till
het fon were reclaimed by being athamed or
furfeited ; though the fouler hcf reproaches
were, the more vehemently fhe fired his paf
fion.  So that, overcome at laft by its fuperior
fotce, he thook off alt reverchce for his mother,
and furrendered himfelf intirely to SENEcA,
who had a friend named ANN£US$ SERENUS,
that had hitherto cloaked the Prince’s paflion
for ActE, by feigning one of his own, and
furnithed his name, that in it hc might openly
prefent to her whatever NEro in fecret be-
flowed upon her. And now AGRIPPINa,
changing her arts and addrefs, affailed his youth-
tul fpirit with fottne(s and blandithments, {ti¢
offcted him “ her own chamber, that there,
* and even within her own arms, he might
“ more covdtly accomplith whatever the
« waimth of his youth and fovetcien fortune
¢ ptompted him to.”  She even acknowledged
her unfeafonable rigour, and tendcered hiny the
difpofal of all her wealth, not far fhort of the
Impetial treafurcs. For, as fhe had lately beens
over firit in checking her fon, fo now fhe
was become beyond meafure fubmiflive and
condefcending. This fudden change deceived
not NErO 5 and his clofeft friends dreading it,
befought him, “ to beware of fifares from a
“ woman always implacable, and then both
* implacable and diffembling.” It happened
about that time, that as NEro was furveying
the precious ornaments, in which the wives

and
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and mothers of the Emperors werc wont to
thine, he chofe out certain rich raiment with
many jewels, and fent them as prefents to his
mother; nor were the fame any wife ftinted,
fince the choiceft things, and fuch as others
paflionately covet, were by him, unasked, pre-
fented to her. DBut AGrIPPINA waxed violent,
and faid, « that by thefe gifts, the adorning
‘ of her perfon was not intended, but rather
“ her exclufion from all befides; and her fon
“ would thus divide with her what he had
“ wholly rcceived from her.” Nor were there
wanting thofc who related thefe her words

with aggravations.
NEero therefore, provoked with thofe who
managed and upheld the imperious {pirit of
AcripriNa, difmiffed PALLAs from the em-
ployment which he had received from Crau-
brus, and in it had atted like the fovereign
diretor of the Empire. It is teported that;
as he departed the palace, attended by a mighty
throng of followers, NEro faid, not unplea-
fantly, « PaLLAs is going to abdicate his fove-
“ reignty.” PALvrAs had, in truth, ftipulated,
“ That he thould be queftioncd for no part of
“ his paft behaviour; and, for his accounts, the
“ public thould have no more demands upon
“ him, than he upon the public.” After this
AGripPINA quite abandoned herfelf to a ftile
of threats and terrors, not {pared fhe to utter
them in the Emperor’s hearing, but declared,
“ that BRITANNICUS was now grown up, the
* natural defcendent from Cravpius, and
' “worthy
I
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< worthy to affume the Empire of his father;
¢ an Empire which onc,” who was a fon only
« by adoption and ingraftment, {wayed by
< trampling upon his own mother. She frecly
« confented that all the crying calamities
« brought upon that unhappy houfe, thould be
« laid open to the world, and firlt in the lift
“ her own inceftuous marriage with her uncle,
<« then her own guilt in poifoning her huf-
« band. Onc only confolation, by the pro-
« vidence of the Gods and her owh, remained
« to her, that her ftep-fon was ftill left alives
« with him fhe would repair to the camp,
<« where, on one fide, would be heard the
« daughtcr of GERMANICUS, on the other,
« Burrave and SeENEcA, the firft with his
« maimed hand, the fecond wlth the ftile of
« a pedagoguc, both engaged in a conteft with
<« her about the fovereign rule of human kind.”
At the famc time fhe toffed her menacing
hands, accumulated reproaches, invoked the
deified CLaubp1uUs, with the manes of the
SiLant, and of fo many othets whofe mur-
ders fhe had in vain perpetrated !

ALL this alarmed N ERroO, and 4s the fol-
lowing day was that of the nativity of Bri-
TANNIcUs, who on it accomplithed his four-
teenth year, he revolved, within himfelf, now
upon the violent fpirit of his mother, then
upon the promifing genias of that youth, of
‘which, during the late Feftival of the Saturnalia,
he had given a remarkable fpecimen, and by
it ‘acquired univerfal cfteem. Befides other

B {ports,
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fports, on that occafion, amongft them- and
others of the like age and condition, -as they:
drew lots who fhould be King of the play, the
lot fell upon Nero. He therefore, in that
quality; gave to all the reft diftinct commands,
vet fuch as expofed them to no ridicule; but
that to BRITANNICUS was, to ftand forth in
the center of the company, and there begin
fome fong. From attempting this task he
hoped the boy would become an obje& of
laughter, untrained as he was even in the parts
of fober converfation, much more in‘the rants
of drunkards. BriTaNNICUS, howcver, with
an addrefs fteady and undifturbed, raifed his
voice to fome verfes which imported, how he
« was bereft of his natural inheritance and the
“ Imperial power.” Hence he drew compaf-
fion from thofe who heard him, which was
the more unreftrained, for that their gaity and
the night had banifhed hypocrify. NERO was
ftruck with the invidious application, and grew
into ftill more mortal hate; but, however
urged to difpatch by the menaces of Acrie-
PINA, yet as his brother was without crime,
and openly he dared not command his execu-
tion, he fet about a fecret machination. He
ordered poifon to be prepared, and as his agent
in it employed Jurius Porrro Tribune of a
Prztorian Cohort, in whofe cuftody was kept
a woman under condemnation for poifoning,
LocusTa, famous for many black iniquities
in that art. For, as to any obftacle frofm thofe
who were nearcft about the perfon of BRITAN-

Vou. IL Mm NICUS,
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wNicus, care had been long fince taken that
they fhiould be fach as were to have no fenfe
of common honefty, or confcience of their
faith and duty. The firlt poifon he took was
cven adminiftered by the hands of hisgovernors,
but without effet, being voided in a loafenefs;
whether in itfelf it wanted energy, or, to pre-
veiit a difcovery by its fudden rage, had been
qualified. NErRO, who was impatient of flow
progrefs in his cruelty, threatened terribly the
Tribune, and was dooming the Sorcerefs to
execution,  for that, whilft they only appre-
« hended the out-cries of the people, and were
¢ meditating ways to acquit themfclves, they
‘ poftponed the fecurity of the Prince.” Hence
they undertook to prepare a dofe which; fud-
den as a dagger, fhould difpatch him, and in
a chamber next to the Emperot’s, the deadly
potion was feethed, compounded of feveral
poifons, all of experienced rapidity.

AT mecals, it was the manner of the children
of Princes, accompanied with ether young
nobles, to be ferved in a fitting pofture, in the
fight of their nearcft kindred, at a feparate
table, and more fparingly covered. While
BriranNIcus was thus at meat, the opportu-
nity was taken s but, forafmuch as whatever
he eat or drank, was firft tried by a fpecial
- officer of his, a tafter, to the end therefore
that neither this ufage might be omitted, nor
by the death of both, the iniquity be detetted,
the guile was thus concerted. To BRITANNI:
cus drink was prefented, fuch as was yet free

from
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from ali infe&ion, and tried by the tafter, but
fcalding hot, and for that reafon returned by
BRITANNICUS; hence it was qualified with
cold water, in which the poifon was poured,
which feized all his orgais with fuch fudden
efficacy, that he was at once beteft of {peech
and life. Fear and trembling pofleflfed his
companions ; fuch too as comprehended not
the myftery, inftantly retired; but thofe of
deeper difcernment remained, with their eyes
fixed ftedfatly upon NERO, Who, as he lay in
a reclining pofture, declared, with the air of
one utterly ignorant, “ That it was a ufual fie
“ of the falling-ficknefs, with which BR1TAN-
“ Nicus from his early childhood had beent
« affliGed, and by degtees his fight and under-
“ ftanding would return.” But in AGRIPPINA
fuch tokens of dread and confternation of fpirit
broke out, though by difguifed looks fhe la-
boured to {mother the fame, that it was mani-
fet the was as much a franger to the doom of
BRITANNICUS as was his own fifter OcTAviAj
for, by his death the was fenfible, that her laft
tefuge was fnatched from her, and faw an
awakening example of patricide before her.
Even OcTAvia, however raw in years, had
learnt to hide under diflimulation her griefand
tendetnefs, and every othet affection of her
foul. So, after a thort filence, the pleafantry
of the entertainment was refumed.

Upron one and the fame night were feen
the untimely fate of BRiTANNICus and his
funegal pile; for beforchand had been prepared
- Mm 3 all
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‘all the appointments for his burial, which itfclf
proved but moderate and ftinted.  In the Field
of Mars, however, his remains were repofited,
duting fuch tempeftuons rains as the populace
believed to be denunciations of - the wrath of
the Deities againft’ the -crying deed; a deed
which yet wasin the judgment of many men,
entituled to pardon, whilft they confidered the
wonted diffenfions eternally happening be-
tween rival brothers, and the incommunicable
genius of fovercignty. It is related by moft
of the writers of thofe times, that, for fonc
time before the murder, NEroO had defiled the
youth by frequent conftupration ; fo that this
his death, however fuddenly procured during
the inviolable hofpitality of the table, and fo
precipitately that to his fifter not a-moment
was allowed for a Iaft embrace, and under the
eye of his capital enemy, yet could not appcar
too early incurred, nor even cruelly inflicted,
‘though by it the laft branch of the Claudian
race was extirpated, fince it wasa branch viti-
ated by unnatural pollution before it-perifhed
by poifon. NEro, by an edi&, juftified the
hafty difpatch of the obfequics; the fame, he
faid, was the inftitution of our anceftors, ¢ pre-
« fently to withdraw from the eyes of the
« public the coarfes of fuch as fell before
their prime, nor to ftay to lengthen the fo-
lemnity by pomp and funeral orations. " He
£¢ too in BrR1TANNIcUs had loft the fupport
#¢ of a-brother; hence all his furviving Rope3
s refted folely in the Commonirealtli} and
2 SR ¢ hence
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< hence with the greater tenderne(s ought the,
« Senate and people to cherith a Prince, who
< alone fusvived of a family born to {uftain
<t Jovercigaty.” » : g
. HE then diftinguifhed his moft noted friends
with great:donations ; nor were there wanting:
fuch as feverely cenfured fome, who, notwith-
ftanding their avowed gravity, were yet part-’
ing amongft themfelves, like fpoils taken in
war, the pofleflions of BRITANNICUS, his pa--
Jaces in Romt, and his manors and villas
throughout Italy. Others belicved, that they
were conftrained to accept them, by the autho-
rity of th¢ Emperor, who, ftung with the guilt
of his own confcience, hoped that his crimes
would be overlooked, if by largeffes he could
engage in his intereft the moft powerful men
in the ftate. But his mother’s wrath, no libe-
ralities could affwages fhe was fill carefling
OcCTAVIA, ftill holding fecret cabals with her
confidents ; and, befides the -ufual cravings of
her inherent avarice, fhe was on all hands
exatting and amafling treafure, as if by it the
had fome great defign to fupport. The Tni-
bunes and Centurions {he received with great
court and affability, and to the quality and
merit of fuch of the virtuous nobility as even
then remained, fhe paid diftinguithed honour
as if fhe were thus ftudying to create a- party,
and find a leader. Thefe her mcafures were
known to NEro; and therefore the guards
which attended at her gate (a pre-eminence
whigh fhe held as confort to the late Emperor,
Mm 3 and
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and had continued to her, as mother to this)
were by his order thhdrawn together with
the band of Germans which,- as an additional
honour, had been joined to the former. More-
over, - te prevent her being followed by fuch 3
throng of courtiers, he feparated Mer habita.
tion from his, and cenveyed her into the
houfe¢ which had belonged to ANTONIA.
There, as often as he vifited hér, he went al-
ways (urrounded with a crowd of officers, and
after the fhort ceremony of returhing her falute,
mlmcdlatcly departed.

Or all mortal things there is nough_t fo un-
ftable and tranfitery, as the mame of power
which ftands not upon its own native vigour
and bafis. Inftantly the houfe of AcrIPPINA
was def¢rted ;5 none appeared to give her con-
folation, none to vifit her, except fome few
Ladies, -and whether from affeétion or hate
they did it, is uncestain. Amongft thefe was
Junia SiLana, fhe who was by MEssaLINg
divorged from Casus SiLivs, as above I have
secounted, a Lady ﬁgnal in her quality, beauty,
and lewdncfs and ortc, for a long while, very
- dear to AGRIPPINA; but between them after-
wards fecret - hcaftibummgs and refentments
arofe, for thet SExT1Us APRICANUS, 2 noble
youth, fing to efpoufe SiLaNA, was di-
verted by AcrrppinNa, who urged, * that fhe
* was lewd, and paft her prime : ™ nét that the
meant to referve AFRIcANYs for -herfelf, but
left by marrying Srrada, he thould, as {hc had
go sl‘nldfcn, with hcr poﬁ‘efs all her wealth/

SILANA¥
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- S1LaNA, who thought the faw a profpedt of
vengeance, inftruted two of her own crea
tures, ITurR1Us and CALVISIUS, to accufe her;
neither did the attack her with ftale charges
often befote alledged, fiich « as her bewailing
« the¢ fate of BriTaNNIcus, and publifhing
« the wrongs done to OcraviA, but with
“ defigns to ftir up RuBeLLivs PLAuTUS 1D
“ make a revolution in the ftate, a nobleman
“ who, by his mother, was in blood as nigh
“ as NERO to the deified Augustus; that by
“ efpoufing him and invefting him with Em-
¢ pire, {he meant once more to feize the Coms
“ monwealth.” All this was by ITur1Us and
CaLvisivs imparted to ATIMETUs freedman
to DoM1ria, NERQ'saunt. ATIMETUS, overs
joyed at the difcovery, (for between AcGRrip
PINA and DomITiA a paflionate competition
was maintained) inftigated Paris the player,
who was alfo Domiria’s freedman, to pro-
ceed with all hafte to the Emperor, * and
“ there, in tragical colours, to announce th¢
“ crime. ”

It was far in night, and NErRO was wafting
the remainder in caroufing, when Paris en-
tered, who elfe was wont at fuch feafons to
heighten the voluptuous gaycties of the Prince s
but now, with 3 face carefilly framed into {ad-
nhefs, he laid before NEroO a minut¢ and orderly
detail of the confpiracy, and by it {o thoroughly
affrighted him, that he not only determined
the death of his mother and of PrApTUS, but
alfo to remove BurrHUS the captain of his

Mm 4 guards,
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uards, 45 one who owed his promotionto the
favour of AGR1PPINA, and would be ready to
rerurn -her the like good office. “We have'it
upon the authority- of FaBius Rusticus,
<~Thit-to CacINA Tuscus.a codicit-was al-
« ready difpatched, entrufting him with the
<« command ‘of thie Prztorian bands; but-that,
<« through the credit'and mediation of SENECa,
< BymrrHUSs retained his dignity.” : According
to ' the: account of Cruvius and PriNy, no
jealoufy " was .entertained concerning the fide-
lity: of -the-Prefeé. But, it muft be owned
that Fasius manifefts a conftant zeal to extoll
SENECA, by whofc friendfhip his own fortune
flourithed. As my-own purpofe is to follow
the general confent of authors, {o I fhall infert
uridér the-name of each whatever they diverfly
publifh,-- NEro, poflefled with dread,-and with
a blind paflion to flay his mother,.could not
be brought to defer his crucl purpofes, till
BurrnuUs undertook for her execution, in cafe
fhe wete convicted of the imputed crimes;
“ but, to every one, whoever it were, a
<«-liberty of defence, he faid, muft be granted,
<« how much more to a mother? Nor, in
<« truth, againft her did any accufers appear,
< but only the hearfay of one man, and by
< him brought from the houfe of her enemy,
<« a hcarfay -too which the circumftances and
< unfecafonable hour contributed to refute; it
< was during the dead darknefs and folitude
< of the night, and during a night fpent in
¢ the feftivity of banquetting, when all things

: “ con-
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< confpired to produce only rafh )udgmcntm&
“ uncertainty.’

Tuae Emperor’s. fears being- thus in fomé
meafure affwaged and day rcturned, Tecour{€
was had to AcrippINA herfelf; that having
notified to her -the feveral-charges: againft- her,
fhe imight invalidate the fime, or bear:the
punifhment. . Thefe orders were performied by
BurrHus, in the prefence of SENECA; there
attended likewife fome of the Emperor’s freed-
men, to watch his difcourfc. BuURRHUS, after
he had to.her explained her’ crimes, and given
her the names of thofe who alledged..them,
procecded to high words and menaces. AGRip-
PINA retained ftill the wonted ficrcenefs of
her fpigit; “ I wonder not, faid fhe, that to
« SiLaNA who never bore a child, the tender
<« affections of a mother are thus unknown
< for children are not fo eafily changed by
¢ their parents, as by a harlot are her adul-
“« terers; nor, becaufe ITurius and CaLvr-
“ s1ys, after having riotoufly devoured their
“ whole fortunes, proftitute themfclves,. for
¢ their laft refource, to gratify the vengearice -
“ of an old woman, by turning my accufers,
“ does it therefore follow that I'am to under-
“ g0 the foul infamy of parricide, or that:any
« appxchcnﬁons fhould thence alarm the mind
“ of Ca&sarR. AstoDomMiriay l.would thenks
“ her cven for all the efforts ‘of; her enmisy tor
“ me, if in inftances of -tendernefs towdrds
“ my child Nero, fthe would fttive to exceed
“ me. At prefent, by the'miniftration of Arz

 METUS.
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«, MBTUS her minion, and of Paris the player,
“ fhe is framing a plot, like one for the ftage;
¢ bat the was occupied in trimming the canals
“ of her villa at Bai®, 4t a time when by my
<« conncils and management, ' he was adopted
“ into the Claudian name, invefted with the
<« Prpconfular authority, defigned to the Con-
< f{ulfhip, and all other meafures taken proper
« for acquiring him the Empire. In fhort,
“ produce the perfon, who can charge me,
“ either with attempting the faith of the guards
“ at Rome, or with [haking the allegiance of
“ the provinces, or with fuborning the Prince’s
« flaves and freedmen to treafon againft his
« perfon. Under the reign of BRITANNICUS,
“ indeed, had he poflcfied the fovereignty, I
« could have preferved my life; but, were
¢ PLAUTUS or any other to gain the fupreme
“ rule, and thence a power of pronouncing
“ judgment upon any procefs againft me, is it
“ likely that I fhould want accufers, when,
¢ even under NERro, there are thofe who ftand
# up to accufe me, not of words, fometimes
# by me incautioufly uttered in the heat of
¢<. affection and pity, but of treafon fo flagrant,
¢ that only through the bowels of a fon for
“¢ his mother, can 1 be acquitted by mine?”
Compunétion feized all who attended her;
they voluntarily ftrove to allay the {wellings
of her heart, and fhe demanded an interview
with her fon. During it, fhe alledged not a
fyllable in behalf of her innocence, like one
who miftrpfted herfelf, nor of his engagements
‘o to



Book XIIL. of TACITUS. 331

to gratitude, like one who could reproach him
for want of it, but infited that vengeéance
fhould be done upon her accufers, recompences
be conferred on her friends, and obtained both.
To FENrus Rurus was granted the fuperin-
tendance of provifions, to ARRUNTIUS STELLA
the diretion of the public fhews, which the
Emperor was preparing to exhibit, and to
Caius BareiLrus the government of ZAgypty
that of Syria was afligned to PuBLivus AN-
TEIUS, but by various feints and ftratagems he
was, from time to time, eluded of the poffef-
fion, and at laft detaired for good and all ar
Rome. SiLANA was fent into exile. Car-
visius too and ITur1us were banithed. Upon
ATiMETUS capital pains were inflited; but
Paris was of too prevailing confequence to
the Emperor in his debauches, to be fubjefted
to punithment. PrLAvTUS was for the prefent
pafled over in filence.

A CHARGE was thereafter brought agaipft
PaLras and BurrHus, “ for having engaged
“ in a defign of advancing to the Empire Cor-
“ NELIUS SYLLA, in regard of his {plendid
“ defcent and alliance with CLAUDIUS,” whofe
fon-in-law he was, having efpoufed his daughter
AntoNIA. This accufation was fupported by
onc P&Tus, a fellow infamous for bufily pro-
moting confifcations in the exchequer, and
purchafing the effelts of fuch as were con-
demned. ~ Equally notorious too, upon this
occafion, was the vanity and falfhood of his
allegations ; yet, the apparent innocence of

I “ PaLLas
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PanLAs. proved et fo. well pleafing, as his:
arregance proved fhogking s fory;upen naming:
to_him thofe of:his freedmen. whe :were fajd
to- have. been . his. accompligesy; h¢ anfwercds
< That:at home he.ncyer ufed any, other way’
« of Tignifying his plcafure than fometimes by
<« a nod; fometimes by a2 motien of . his hand 5-
«.of,if his_commands confifted .@f many par-
«_ticulars, he then -eommitted : the . fame- (o
< writings fo that, at all adventurces, he cvef;
<« ayeided to mix in difcourfe with-his dome-
« fiics.” - BURRHUS, potwithftanding-hc was
arrgigngd, fate and yoged with theiother judges,.
and upon the accufer:the doonr of banifhment;
was. igfliGed. His duplicates too -were burnt,
the inftruments by which he was wont to exadt.
frefh - payment to .the cancclled chims of the
exchequer. Conopd. oy
. Towarps the; clofe -of the year,  was re-;
moved the band of men which, as a guards
was wont to attend; at- the celebration of the
pnblic plays, thence o exhibit a, mose plaufi-
ble appearance of popular liberty, as alfo to
preferve the foldiery from tainting their difci-
pline /by the -diffolute _licentionfnefs,: of the
theatie, .and moxeoyer “ to provg,, whether
<.the populace - would ftill retain the fame.
<« modefty of behaviour, now the guards were:
«.r¢moved. ” - At the, admonitions. of the
{oothfgyers, the Erperor purified; the city by-

o

luftration, for that#he-temples -of Jupiter and:

- Minerva had been-firuck with dightaing.

o o In
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. In the Confulthip ‘of QuiNTus VoLusius
and PusLius Sciero, whil¢ profound quiet
reigned all-over the Empire’ abroad, abomina-
ble revellings prevailed at Rorhe, under the
leading of NERO, who, difguifed in the habit
of aflave, went roaming about the ftreets, and
fcoured the: public inns and ftews, followed
by a fet of companions, who feized as prey
whatever ftood expofed to fale, and affaulted
whomfocver they met; and all thefe violences
were committed upon people fo unapprized
of the author, that he himfelf was once
wounded, and bore the fcar in his face.  When
afterwards it came to be divulged, that it was
the Emperor who rioted thus, and as frefh out-
rages were daily done to men and ladies of
illuftrious quality, the name of NERoO being
once ufed to warrant licentioufnefs, was falfly
dfumed as a cloak by others, and many with
their own feparate gangs boldly pradtifed the
fame cxceffes.  So that fuch were the nightly
combuftions at Rome, as if the city had been
ftormed and the inhabitants taken captive:
JuLius MoNTANUS, onc in the rank of Se-
nators, but hitherto invefted with no Magi-
fracy, having cafually encountered the Prince
in the dark, rcfolutely repulfed his affaults, and
afterwards difcovering him, implored his for-
givenels s but, as if he had rcptoached the Em-
peror, by owning that he knew him, he was
compelled to die. Thenceforward, however,
NEro became more fearful, and in thefe his
tambles fortified himfelf with a party of fol-
- diers
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dicrs and a great train of Gladiators. Thefe
interpofed not in the beginning of a fray, nor
while the fame continued but moderately high,
as if it were only a quarrel between particulars,
and they were unconcerned; but, if fuch as
were infulted, refifted with vigour, inftantly
the men of arms fell on. Nay, at the diver-
fions of the theatre, the feveral parties that
favoured particular players, were by him turned
into hoftile faltions, encountering as it were
in battle, animated, indeed, by the influence
of impunity and rewards. Befides, he greedily
attended thofe broils, fomctimes concealed, and
often as an avowed fpectator. Thefe tumults
went on, till the people being heated and rent
into diffenfions, and commotions ftill more
terrible apprehended, no other remedy was
found but that of driving the players out of
Italy, and of recalling the foldiers to guard the
theatre.

Asour the fame time the Senate had under
confideration the infolence and bafe dealings
of the Freedmen towards their Lords; and it
was demanded with great eagernefs, “ That
“ to patrons a privilege fhould be granted of
‘¢ revoking the liberty of fuch as ungratefully
“ ufed it.” For this many were ready to vote 3
but the Confuls were afraid to propofe the
queftion, without apprizing the Prince: they,
however, acquainted him by writing, with the
concurrence and biafs of the Senate, and con«
falted him whether he would be declared the
author of this decree, which was oppofed by
: io
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fo few. They laid before him the reafonings
on both fides, as fome urged with great vehe-
mence and refentment, ¢ That, fince their in-
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veftiture with liberty, to fuch an excefs of
infolence they had foared, that they f{carce
allowed their patrons the common treat-
ment of equals, but affailed them with in-
fults and violence, fpurned at their motions
in the Senate, lifted up their hands againft
them, threatened them with blows; and,
with outrageous impudence, warned their
patrons from profccuting the delinquencies
of thefe their former flaves. And, in truth,
what higher fatisfattion or amends was per-
mitted to the abufed patron, than to banifh
his criminal freedmen an hundred miles off,
into the pleafant confines of Campania? In
every other circumftance the privileges of
the freedman were the fame with thofe of
his patron. It was therefore expedient to
arm the patron with fome prerogative not
to be defpifed 5 nor could it be deemed any
grievance upon {laves manumifed, to pre-
{erve their liberty by the fame dutiful obfer-
vances by which they attained it. And, for
thofc already notorioufly guilty, it was but
juft to remand them to the yoke of fervi-
tude, that through their example, fear might
curb fuch as benefits could not amend.”

ON the other fide it was argued, “ That the
tranfgreflion of a few ought toprove pernici-
ous only to themfelves, and nothing be dero-
gated from the eftablithed rights of alls they
_ ¥ < owere

>
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“ iere a body widely diffufed’; from -thence
« in"a good meafure the tribes were fupplied;
¢ and the colleges of fcribes often filled. From
« the fame fource arofe the feveral officers* ‘at-
¢« tending thie Magiftrates and Pontiffs; from
¢ thence too the city cohorts. were enrolled,
< nor from any other original did a multltudc
« of Knights and many Senators derive their
« pedigrce. Now if from-the feveral ranks
¢ the defcendents-of freedmen were feparated,
¢ there would quickly be difcovered a mani-
¢ feft {carcity of fuch as were originally frec.
¢ Not without good ground had our anceftors,
¢ when they afcertained the diftintion and
 ‘privileges of the three orders, -awarded un-
¢ diftinguithed liberty to all men. Befides,
¢ there weré two kinds of manumiffion ap—
% pointed, on purpofe to referve a latitude for
¢ revoking liberty, where the grant was re-
“:pented, or for the excrcife of freth gene-
% rofity, by rendering the favour irrevocable.
¢ .Thofe who had not been by their patron
« regularly freed before the Pretor, remained
¢« {till bound to him by a certain tye of fervi-
« tunde. Every patron muft examine carcfully
¢ the merit of {uch as he meant to difcharge,
¢ and grant with deliberation an immunity,
% which once granted he could never annull.”
This opinion plevallcd and NErO wrote to
the Senate, that they fhould try the offences of
freedmen ﬁngly, whenever they were profe-
cuted by their patrons, but in nothing retrench
from thc_{ights of the body. Not long after
: NEro
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NEero bereft DoMmiT1a, his aunt, of Par1s her
freedman, an a&t done by pretended law, to
the great infamy of the Prince, fince by his
fpccial authority was obtained the judgment
which afferted him free born.

THERE, however, fubfifted ftill fome refem-
blance of the ancient Republic: for, in the
conteft which arofc between Visurrius the
Prztor and ANTisTIUs Tribune of the people,
about fomc turbulent partizans of the players,
by the Prator caft into irons, and by order of
the Tribune releafed ; the Senate affirmed the
judgment of VIBULLIUS, and reprimanded the
arbitrary condu& of ANTtistius. The Tri-
buncs were morcover prohibited from en-
trenching upon the jurifdition of the Prators
and Confuls, as alfo from fummoning before
them out of any quarters of Italy fuch as might
be tried at tribunals of thecir own. It was
added by Lucrus Piso Conful ele&, ¢ That
¢ in their own houfes they fhould not be
“ allowed to excrt any act of power, nor that
“ under four months the Quaxftors of the Ex-
“ chequer fhould regifter the mulé&s by them
¢ Jaid ; that in the interval there fhould be
¢ privilege to controvert their fentence, and
¢ that by onc of the Confuls the conteft thould
“ be determined.” The jurifdi&ion too of
the Adiles was further ftraitened, and it was
fettled how high the Patrician Adiles, how
high the Plebeian, might cxact fureties, and to
what value impofe penalties. Thefe procced-
ings encouraged HELVIDIUS PRIscUS to gratify

Vour. IL N n his
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his own perfonal pique againft OBULTRON1IUS
SaBINUs Queftor of the Exchequer, by charg-
ing him, ¢ that by his prerogative of confif-
“ cating goods for taxes, he unmercifully ex-
« torted upon the poor and infolvent.” After
this, the management of the Exchequer was
by the Prince removed from the Quaftors, and
committed to the Prafelts.

Various had-been the regulations of this
office, and its form often altered; for, Au-
Gustus had left to the Senate the power of
chufing the Przfe@ts. Thereafter, as the fuf-
frages were fufpetted to have been gained by
caballing, out of the lift of Pretors were drawn
by lot {uch as were to prefide there. Neither
held this expedient long; for that the blind lot
often ftrayed, and fell upon thofe who werc
little qualified. CrauvDp1vus therefore once
more reftored the Quaftors; and, that the fear
of raifing enemies might not flacken their acti-
vity and infpe@ion, he promifed them, by
fpecial difpenfation, an immediate defignation
to the greater Magiftracics; but, as this was
the firlt which they fuftained, ripenefs of age
was found wanting in them; hence NErRO
chofc into their places fuch as had exercifed
the Pratorthip, and were of tried abilitics.

Unper the fame Confuls was condemned
ViesaNius Lenas, for his rapacious admini-
ftration in Sardinia. CEsTIUs PROCULUS
charged with extortion (his accufers acquiefc-
ing) was acquitted. CrLopius QUIRINALIS,
Admiral of the galleys which rodc at Ravenna,

as
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as he ftood conviéted, “ for having by his pro-
« fligate manners and atts of cruelty, infefted
¢« Italy, and treated it as the moft abjet of all
“ nations,” prevented by poifon his impend-
ing condemnation. CANIN1Us REBILUS,one
of the firft rank in Rome, for his abilities in
the law, and his abundant treafures, chofe a
quick releafe from the torments of an old age
broken with infirmities, by opening his veins,
aman never before cfteemed of magnanimity
fufficient to encounter a voluntary death, infa-
mous as he was for a life of lafcivioufnefs and
effeminacy. But, illuftrious and amiable in
fame, departed Luc1us VoL us1Us, after a
long life of ninety three years, and the upright
acquifition of fignal opulence, with the fingulat
fclicity of having never roufed the cruel fpirit
of {o many Emperors.

DurinNG the fecond Confulthip of Nero,
and that of Luc1us P1so his collegue, few
events occurred worthy commemoration, un-
lefs any writer liked to fill pages in magnifying
the vaft foundations and wooden ftructure of
the new Amphithecatre, an immenfc pile then
erected by the Emperor in the Ficld of Mars.
But, to the dignity of the Roman people it
belongs, that in their Hiftory thould be inferted
illuftrious events only, and in the City-journals
fuch defcriptions as thofe. The Colonies how-
ever of Capua and Nuceria were firenethened
by 4 fupply of Veterans; to the populace was
diftributed a largefs of four hundred findll te

Nn 2 ftetces
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fterces * a man; and into the Exchequer was
conveyed the fum of four hundred thoufand
great feftercest5 asa fund to fupport the credit
ofthe Roman people. Moreover, the duty of
four in the hundred upon the fale of flaves,
was remitted, an act rather fpecious in ap-
pearance than of any efficacy; for, as the feller
was obliged to pay it, he thence raifed the
price upon the buyer. The Emperor too iffued
an edid, « that no Procurator, or any other
¢ Magiftrate, who had obtained a charge in

aty province, thould exhibit a fpectacle of
Gladiators, or of wild beafts, nor any other
popular entertainment whatfoever.” For, be-
fore this, they had by fuch aéts of munificence
no lefs affliGted thofe under their jurifdi@ion,
than by plundering them of their money,
whilft, under the influence of fuch court to
the multitude, they fheltered their arbitrary
delinquencies and rapine.

A DECREE of Senate alfo pafled cqually
tending to the avenging of crimes, and pro:
viding for domeftic {ccurity, ¢ that if any one
“ was killed by his flaves, thofe too, whom

by his laft will he had made free, if they
ftill continued under the fame roof, fhould
amongft his other flaves fuffer exccution.”
Lucius Varius, onec who had been Conful,
but for the crimes of rapine formerly branded
with degradation, was now reftored to his
primitive dignity, and PoMPoNIA GRACINA a

* Betwixt twelve and thirteen Crowns.

+ Three Millions one huadred and swenty-five thoufand
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Lady of fignal quality, arraigned of having
embraced an extraneous fuperftition, was pre-
ferred to the inquifition of her husband; for
the was married to PLavTIus, the fame who
upon his return from Britain, entered the city
in the pomp of Owation. PravuTIUS affem-
bled her kindred, and, in obfervance of pri-
mitive inftitution, having in their prefence
taken cognizance of the behaviour and repu-
tation of his wife, adjudged her innocent. To
a great age this Lady lived, and under incef-
fant forrow ; for ever after the untimely fate
of Jur1a, (the daughter of Drusus) procured
by the perfidious fnares of MEssALINA, fhe
wore for the {pace of forty years, no habit but
that of mourning, cntertained no fentiments
but thofe of grief, a temper which during the
reign of CLAUDIUS efcaped with impunity,
and redounded thereafter to her glory.

THE fame year produced many arraignments,
and amongft them one againft PusLivus CELER
profecutcd by the province of Afia, with fuch
inconteftable evidence, that the Emperor, find-
ing no pretence to difcharge him, lengthened
out the procefs till he died of old age. For,
CerLer having, as is above remembered, dif-
patched by poifon the Proconful S1LANUS,
skrecened under that mighty iniquity all his
other enormities. CossuTiaNUs CAPITO was
impleadcd by the Cilicians, ¢ as a man utterly
“ abominable and infamous, one who claimed
¢ authority to commit in his province the fame
“ bold cxorbitancies which in Rome he had

: Nn 3 ¢ com-
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“ committed.” And he found himfelf fo forely
befet with the vigour of the accufation, that at
laft he wholly abandoned his defence, and was
condemned by the law againft extortion. But,
for EPRIUS MARCELLUS, who was charged by
thofe of Lycia with the violation of that very
law, a fa&tion fo powerful was formed, that
{fome of his accufers were punifhed with exile,
< as if they had confpired the ruin of an in-
¢ nocent man.”

Wirn NEro, now in his third Confulthip,
VALERIUS MEsSALA commenced collegue, he
whofe great grandfather Corvinus the Orator,
was by fome old men (very few) remcembered
to have been collegue in the fame Magiftracy
with the deified Avcustus, who, by one
degree more remote, was anceftor to NERo.
But, as an additional honour to that illuftrious
fami'y, a yearly penfion was prefented to MEs-
sAaLA, of about twelve thoufand crowns, that
by it he might relieve his honeft poverty, and
ftill fupport hisintegrity. ToAureL1us CoTTA
alfo, and HATERIUS ANTONINUs, annual ap-
pointments were afligned by the Prince, though
they had wafted in voluptuounfnefs their paternal
wealth. In the beginning of this year the war
between the Parthians and Romans, for the
maftery of Armenia, though it had commenced
with faint efforts, and hitherto lingered, was
profecuted with vigour; for, VoLoGEsEs would
ncither {uffer his brother T1R1DATES to be
bereft of the monarchy by himfelf conferred
wpon him, nor to hold the fame as a gift from
A any
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any other power; and CorBuLO, efteemed it
becoming the grandeur of the Roman peoplc,
to re-eftablith the conquefts formerly made by
Lucurrus and PomMPEY. Moreover the Ar-
menians; a people of double and faithlefs minds,
invited the arms and protection of both, though,
from the fituation of their country and fimili-
tude of manners, they ftood in nearer confor-
-mity to the Parthians, being befides commonly
linked with them in conjugal alliances; and,
being deftitute of all expcrience or fenfe of
liberty, they were thence rather addicted to
Parthian flavery.

Bur, to CorBULO it proved greater labour
to ftruggle with the degenerate floth of his
foldiers, than againft the perfidious dealings
of his enemies. For, the Legions brought out
of Syria, and enervated by long peace, bore
with much impatience the laborious occupa-
tions of war. It fully appeared that in that
army there were thofe who had ferved to the
age of Veterans, and yet had never kept guard,
néver {tood fentry, men who beheld entrench-
ments and pallifades as fights new and won-
derful, and who, in fpruce apparel and purfuit
of gain, without ever wearing helmet or body-
armour, had amongft the delicacies of cities
fulfilled the term of their fervice. Having
therefore difcharged fuch as were enfecbled by
ficknefs or age, he fent to demand recruits.
Hence levies were made through Cappadocia
and Galatia, and to thefe was added a Legion
from Germany, with fome wings of horfe and

" Nn 4 ade-
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a detachment of infantry from the Cohorts.
The whole army too was incamped ; though
fuch was the rigour of the winter, and fo ftub-
bornly had the froft bound the earth, that with-
out digging they could not pierce it in order
to pitch their tents. Many had their limbs
utterly {corched up by the raging cold, and
fome, as they flood fentry, were frozen to
dcath. More remarkable ftill was the fate of
one particular foldier, whofe hands, as he car-
ried in them a bundle of wood, ftiffencd and
mortificd fo fuddenly, that fill clafping their
burden they dropped from his arms. The
Gencral himfelf, in a thin habit and his head
bare, whether they marched or worked, was
hourly amongft them, commending the mag-
nanimous, heartening the weak, and exhibiting
an cxample to all. Next, as many refufed to
bear the afperity of the weather and {ervice,
and began to depart, he had recourfe to feve-
rity for a cure; for, he proceeded not as in
the other armies, where the firft or {econd
offence was forgiven, but whoever deferted his
colours, was inftantly put to death; a courfc
which was by cxperience proved to be wholc-
fome, and preferable to that of clemency, fince
from his camp there were fewer defertions,
than from thofe in which a@s of nercy were
wont to prevail.

Corsuro, the while, holding his Legions
encamped, waited the advancement of the
fpring, and, having quartered the auxiliary Co-
horts in convenient plages, exprefly forcwafncd

i them
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them that they fhould not venture to engage
firft in a battle. The fuperintendance of thefe
garrifons he conferred upon PacTius OrpHI-
TUSs, one whohad ferved as Licutcnant Colonel
of a Legion. This officer, although he ac-
quainted the General by letter, that the Barba-
rians atted negligently, and thence an oppor-
tunity prefented of affailing them with fuccefs,
was orderced to abide within his entrenchments,
and wait for greater forces; but, he broke
through his orders, for, upon the arrival of
fome few troops of horfe, who, affembling from
the neighbouring caftles, rathly demanded bat-
tle, he encountered the enemy, and wasrouted.
Thofe too, who ought to have reinforced him,
being themfelves terrified with his difafter, be-
took themfclves to a cowardly and tumultuous
flight, and returned to their feveral fortifica-
tions ; an event which grievoufly affeted Cor-
BuLo. Hence, after he had bitterly reproached
Pacrius himfclf and the captains and common
foldiers, hc cxpelled them all from the camp,
doomed them to lic on the other fide its en-
clofure, without tents or defence; and under
this contumelious punifhment they were held,
till, at the univerfal fupplications of the whole
army, they were relealed.

Now TIrRIDATES, who over and above the
forces which he drew from his own vaffals,
was fupported by the might of his brother Vo-
LOGESES, procecded no longer againft Armenia
by difguifcd efforts, but attacked it with open
war, and, upon all f{uch as he fufpetted of

attach.
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attachment to us, committed depredations, but,
where troops were drawn out againft him,
cluded the encounter, {couring to and fro, and
affeCting greater matters by the fame and terror
of his incurfions, than by any exploits in fight.
CorsuLo therefore, having long laboured to
come to an engagement, and being ftill fru-
ftrated, found himfelf obliged to follow the
method of the enemy, and make a circulatory
war. Hence he diftributed his forces fo that
his feveral Lieutenants might at once attack
diverfe quarters; he at the fame dire¢ted King
ANTIOCHUS to fall into the Armenian diftricts
which lay contiguous to his own. For, as to
Puarasmanes King of Hiberia, having for the
imputation of treafon flain his fon RHADA-
MiIsTUs, he was already, in order to difplay his
fidelity towards us, renewing with thc more
acrimony againft the Armenians the exercife
of his inveterate hate. The Infechians too, a
people fince fingularly attached to the Roman
intereft, were then firft engaged in our alliance,
and over-run the wilds of Armenia. Thusall
the meafures of TIRIDATEs proved abortive
and contradi®ory, fo that he difpatched Em-
bafladors to expoftulate, in his own name and
that of the Parthians; ¢ upon what fcore it
*¢ was that, after he had fo lately delivered
#¢ hoftages to the Romans, and with them re-
* newed his former amity, which might reafon-
“¢ ably have proved to him a fource of new
¢ friendfhip, he muft yet be chafed out of
¢ Armcnia, aKingdom fo long in the po}‘fcf—

: “ fion
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“ fion of his anceftors? Hence it was, that
¢ VoLoGESEs had not hitherto taken arms in
« perfon, becaufe they both dcfired to com-
“ mit the juftice of their caufe to the way of
¢ accommodation rather than to that of vio-
“ lence. But, if war were ftill to be obifti-
“ nately purfued, the Arfacides would not find
themfelves forfaken of that victorious bra-
very fo often tried by the Romans, in many
bloody overthrows.” CorsuLo was well
informed, that what engaged VOLOGESEs was
the revolt of Hyrcania. He therefore, in an-
fwer to TIRIDATES, perfuaded him to apply
to the Emperor with fupplications; “ hence
“ he might enjoy his Kingdom in fecurity,
“ and an eftablifhment without the expence
“ of blood, if rejeéting his remote and tedious
< hopes, he would clofe with founder meafures
¢ already concerted.”

Bur, as the bufinefs of peace was nothing
advanced by an intercourfe of meflengers, it
was at laft judged proper to afcertain a time
and place for an interview between the two
chiefs. TIRIDATESs declared, ¢ that he would
¢ come attended only by a guard of a thou-
¢« {and horfe, but would not reftrain CorBULO
* to any number of troops of any kind, pro-
¢ vided they came without armour, as a proof
“ of their difpofition to peace.” This perfi-
dious wile of the Barbarian muft have appeared
manifeft to every man breathing, efpecially
to an old and cautious Captain, fince, by limit-
ing the number of men on one fide, and leaving
: liberty
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liberty for a greater number on the other, no-
thing but a fnare could be intended. For,
againft a body of Parthian horfemen conftantly
trained in the ufe of the bow, any numbers
whatever, when naked of armour, would avail
nothing. CorBULO, however, difguifed all
his apprehenfions of guile, and returned an-
fwer, “ that matters which concerned the
« jintereft of both their ftates, would be more
¢ properly difcuffed in prefence of both ar-
¢ mies.” Hence he chofe a ftation confifting
partly of hills rifing with a gentle {lope, fit tor
embattling his infantry, partly of a large plain,
affording {cope for ranging the {quadrons of
horfe. On the day appointed, CorBULO ad-
vanced firft, on the wings he pofted the focial
troops and the auxiliary forces fent by the con-
federate Kings, in the center the fixth Legion,
which he had ftrengthened with three thoufand
men of the third, led by night from another
camp, all mixed together under one Eagle, to
preferve ftill the appearance of a fingle Legion.
TirIDATEs at laft appeared, but late in the
day, and afar off, from whence he could be
eafier {fcen than heard. So that the Roman Ge-
neral, having obtained no conference, ordered
his men to retire to their feveral camps.

Tue King too retrcated in hafte, whether it
were that he apprehended a defign to furprize
him, for that the Romans filed off in different
routs, or, that he meant to intercept their pro-
vifions which were coming from Trebizond
and the Euxine fea. But, as the provifions paffed

. . OoveE
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over the mountains, which were fecured by
feveral bands of our men, he found no means
to attack them ; and CorsuLo the while, that
the war might not thus linger without a&ion,
and in order to force the Armenians to defend
their own dwellings, fet himfelf to raze their
ftrong holds. The attack of the firongeft of
all thofe in that quarter,. the fort named Vo-
landum, he referved to himfelf; and to Cor-
NELIUS FLaccus his Licutenant, and INSTEIUS
Carito Camp Marfhal, committed thofe of
{maller notc. Having therefore viewed the
fortifications and prcpaled all things requifite
for ftorming the place, he exhorted his men,
“ to exterminate that bafe and vagabond foe,
 never prepared for war, yet never difpofed
to peace, but fill by ﬂloht confefling faith-
lefsnefs and cowardice s do this, faid hc and
at once purfue a harveft of fpod and g101y.
He then diftributed his forces into four divi-
fions ; one he formed clofe undertheir fhields
into the military fhell, in order to overthrow
the pallifade and undermine the rampart;
others were ordered, by ladders to mount the
walls, and a party to manage the cngines, and
thence annoy the fortrefs with fhowers of
darts and artificial fire. To the archers too
and flingers a quarter was afligned whence
they nnvht from afar difcharge vollcys of ftones
and bullcts.  So that cvery part of the fortrefs
being aflailed, and the confternation every
where equal, no one quarter of the befieged
might be at leifure to relicve another. All
2 this
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this was executed by the befiegers with fuch
fpirit and vigour, that in a few hours the de-
fendants were entirely driven from the walls,
the gates were forced, the bulwatks {caled, and
all that were atrived to full age, put to the
edge of the {fword, without the lofs of one of
our men, and very few were wounded. The
weak and mixt multitude were fold by the
public cryer, and to the conquerors remained
all the reft of the {poil. Equal fuccefs attended
the Licutenant General and Camp Marfhals
in one day they took three caftles by ftorm,
infomuch that all the others, fome from drcad,
others from the inclination of the inhabitants,
furrendered. Such a feries of good fortune
infpired a refolution, to attempt the fiege of
Artaxata, the capital of Armenia. The Le-
gions were not however conducted thither the
fhorteft road 5 for that, in pafling the bridge
over the Araxes, which wathes the walls of
the city, they would have been expofed to be
galled by the enemy. Fetching thercfore a
long circuit, they forded over upon the large
fhallows.

Asto TIRIDATES, he ftruggled between
fhame and fear; if he gave way to the fiege, it
would appcar that there was no reliance upon
any relief or force from him; if he attempted to
prevent it, he muft be hemmcd in with his ca-
valry in clofe and intricate places. At laft, he de-
termined to fhew himfelf in order of battle, and
at break of day begin the onfet, or by a feigned
ﬂlght try to draw the Romans into a fnare.

2 With



Book XIII. of TACITUS. 551

With great fuddennefs therefore he befet them,
but without any furprize to our General, who
had formed his army as well for a fight as a
march. On the right marched the third Le-
gion, on the left the fixth, and in the center
a chofen detachment from the tenth ; the bag-
gage was fecured between the ranks, and a
thoufand horfe guarded the rear. Thefe laft
were ordered « to repulfe the foe, if they
“ made any clofe attack, but, not to purfue
“ them when they fled.” The foot archers
and remainder of the horfe were placed on
the wings, but the left was the moft extended,
and reached to the roots of the hills, that, if
the enemy attempted an onfct there, he might
be encountered at once by our front, and by
the heart of the army. TIRIDATEs, on his
fide, pickecred about, yet never approached
within the throw of a dart, but, now braving
us with the countenance of an affailant, then
afluming an air of difmay, provoked us to
loofen our ranks, that he might fall upon us
when we were disjoyned. 'When he faw no
unwary relaxation in our order, and that only
onc captain of horfe, who had adventurced too
rafhly, was by a volley of arrows flain, and by
his fate had confirmed all the reft in fubmiflion
to difcipline, he marched off at the clofe of
the evening,.

CorsuLo encamped upon the place, and,
{fuppofing that T1rRIDATES had retircd to Arta-
xata, was unrcfolved whether he thould march
thither the fame night with his Legions unin-

cumbered
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cumbered by baggage, and immediately inveft
it but, upon tidings brought him by his {pies,
that the King had undertaken a long rout;
though it was uncertain whether towards the
regions of Media or Albania, he waited for
the morning, and difpatched his troops lightly
armed to befet the city, and begin the ftorm
of the place by a diftant attack. But the citi-
zens voluntarily opening their gates, made an
unreferved {urrender to the Romans; by this
their perfons were fecured. The city was
fired, and laid level with the ground, for fuch
was the wide circuit of its walls, that, without
a powecrful garrifon, they could not be de-
fended, nor were our forces fufliciently large
to fill. the garrifon, and yet to profecute the
war ; or, had it been left untouched and defti-
tute of a guard, there had been no profit nor
glory in having taken it. To this rclation of
the fall of the city is added a Phxnomenon,
which was deemed miraculous, as a fignal fent
immediately from heaven, for that, while all
the region round the walls and clofe to them,
was glorioufly irradiated by the fun, the wholg
fpacc incompafled by them, was fo fuddenly
darkened by a thick cloud, . fpangled with
lightening and roaring with thunder, that it
was belicved the angry Gods, to fatiate their
vengeance, had configned that city to utter
deftruction.

For thefe profpcrous cxploits NErRO was
proclaimed Imperator, and, by decrec of Se-
nate, days of public devotion were appointed,

with
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with ftatues of vittory to the Prince, trium-
phal arches, and perpetuity of the Confulfhip.
It was moreover decreed, that the day when
the city was won, the day when the news ar-
rived at Rome, and the day that produced this
decree, fhould all be enrolled amongft the an-
nual feftivals, with feveral other particulars of
the fame ftamp, fo much beyond all meafure,
that Carus Cassius, though hc had agreed
to the former, yet argued here, ¢ That were
“ every inftance of public profperity to be
¢ attended with public thankfgiving, the whole
¢ year would not afford days enough for days
“ of devotion 3 a juft diftribution ought there-
¢ fore to be made between days of devotion
“ and days of bufinefs, in fuch fort that the
“ worthip of the Gods might be folemnized,
“ without interfering with the fecular bufinefs
¢ of men.” '

THEREAFTER was impleaded a man, who
had pafied through various revolutions of life,
and juftly incurred much hatred, and many
enmities ; yet obnoxious as he was, his con-
demnation drew an imputation and blemifh
upon SENEcA. It was PuBLius SuiLius, he
who, during the rcign of CrLaupius, had
borne fuch terrible fway, and excrcifed fuch a
venal {pirit, and though now by the change
of times, confiderably funk, yet not {o low as
his enemics withed. Befides, he was one, who
chofe rather to bear the charalter of a crimi-
nal, than defcend to that of a fupplicant.
Hence the decree of Senate made at this time

Vou. IL Oo for
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‘for the revival of the Cincian law, which fub-

jetted to penalties all thofe who had pleaded
for pay, was thought to have pafled on pur-
pofe to ruine him. Nor did Suirius, on his
part, {parc to retort complaints and recrimina-
tions, but, vehement as he ever was in his
temper, now too, extremely old, and thence
indulging avowed freedom, upbraided SENECa,
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as an inveterate foe to all the fricnds of
Craup1us, during whofe reign he had been
juftly doomed to exile 5 as one who, being
himfelf converfant in ftupid and infignificant
ftudies, and in teaching {cholars, was a&tu-
ated by envy towards all fuch, who in de-
fending the rights of their fellow citizens,
cxercifed vigorous eloquence, free from pe-
dantry and corruption. For himfelf; hc had
been Queaftor to GERMANICUS, but SENECA
the adulterer of GErMaNICUS’s daughter.
Now, was it to be judged a more heinous
offence, to purfue the advantages of a wor-
thy vocation, by accepting a reward from a
fuitor, who freely gives it, than to conta-
minate the beds of Princefles? By what
precepts of wifdom, by what principles of
philofophy, had he, during four years of
imperial favour, amaficd a treafure of more
than feven millions? Through Rome he
hunted after teftaments and inheritances, the
rich and childifh were catched, as it were,
in his net, and all Italy and the Provinces
were, by his mighty and exceflive ufury,
exhaufted. But {mall is my own wealth,

2 : “ and
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« and with induftry acquired; and upon the
« whole, I am determined rather to undergo
¢ the heavieft profecution, the fevereft fen-
« tence and doom, and every degree of hard-
thip and fuffering, than debafe a diftinguifhed
¢ reputation, the acquifition of a long life, and
“ bend to this fudden fon of felicity. ”
THERE were fome too, who failed not to
rclate to SENEcA all thefe reproaches, in the
fame angry ftrain, or in one ftill more cmbit-
tered.  Accufers, moreover, were found, who
arraigned him, “ for his exceffes in Afia, when
“ he ruled as Queftor there, for plundering the
< inhabitants, and robbing from the public
“ revenue.” But, as a whole year was granted
them for preparing their evidence, it was
deemed a quicker expedient to procced upon
his enormities at Rome, of all which there
were in ftore ready witnefles. By thefe it was
urged, ¢ That by a virulent accufation, he had
« driven QUINTUS PoMPONIUS upon the ne-
« ceflity of raifing a civil war; by him was
« procured the violent death of Porp£a Sa-
¢ BINA, and of JuL1athe daughter of Drusvs;
 of his framing was the doom of VALERIUS
“ Asiaricus, of Lusius SATURNINUS, and
“ of CorNELIUS LUPus. Add to thefe, whole
“ bands of Roman Knights, at his inftigation
* condemned 5 with all the long train of cru-
““ elties during the reign of CLaupius.” For
upon SuiL1us they charged the whole. In his
defence he began to alledge, “ That of all
“ thefe accumulated profecutions, he had of
‘ Oo2 ““ his

~
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« his own inclination engaged in none, but
<« purely in obedience to the Prince.” But
NERO checked this plea, and teftified that, from
the Memoirs of Craupius, he had found,
that no accufation whatfoever had ever been
undertaken by compulfion from him. The
accufed then pleaded the uncontroulable orders
of MEssALINA; an impotent defence! “ for
“ why had no other advocates but only Sui-
“ Lius, been fingled out, to have lent their
¢ eloquence for accomplifhing the purpofes of
< that bloody proftitute? In truth, the mini-
« fters and promoters of fuch black deeds
< muft be punifhed, they who, having received
« the wages of their iniquities, would upon
¢ others father the iniquities themfelves. ” A
part of his eftate was therefore confifcated 5
for to his fon and grand-daughter the othér
part was granted, befides that from the fen-
tence were alfo exempted the fortunes left
them by the will of their mother, and that of
their grand-father. He himfelf was banithed
to the ifles Baleares; but, neither during the
heat and peril of the profecution, nor after his
condemnation, was his fpirit in the leaft funk
or difmayed. He was even faid to have paffed
his folitary exile in a lifé of voluptuoufnef(s
and pleafure. In hatred to him, NErRULINUS
his fon was alfo arraigned, upon the crimes of
public rapine; but NERo interpofed, and
alledged, that by the doom of the father, pub-
lic vengeance was fufficiently fatiated.
2 :

AsouTr



Book XIIL. of TACITUS. 557

Asour the fame time OcTAVIUS SAGITTA,
Tribune of the people, intoxicated with a
paflion for PoNTIA, 2 married woman, gained
her by vaft prefents, firft to confent to the
adultery, afterwards to quit her husband, en-
gaging himfelf and her in a promife of mar-
riage after the divorce. But the woman, when
the found herfelf fingle, framed delays from
time to time, pleaded the oppofition of hex
father, and then, having difcovered fome hopes
of a wealthier husband, quite renounced her
engagement. OcTAvV1US failed not to combat
this refolution ; one moment broke into com-
plaints, the next into menaces; he adjured her
by the reputation which for her he had fhip-
wrecked, by the wealth which upon her he
had totally confumed ; laftly, he told her, that
his life and perfon was the only fortune left
him, and of that too the difpofal lay wholly
in her breaft. At length, perceiving her deaf
to all his reafonings, he requefted the confo-
lation of one parting night; for that thus
calmed and gratified, he would thenceforth be
able to govern his paflion. The night was
granted and named, and PeNTIA appointed a
maid, her conﬁdcnt to fecure the chamber.
SAGITTA brought with him one freedman, and
a dagger concealed under his robe. The in-
terview began, as ufual in combinations of love
and anger, with a medley of chiding and be-
feeching, of reproaches and fubmiflions; and
part too of the night was devoted to joy and
embraces. At laft, he became enraged with

‘ Oo3 expoftu-
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expoftulations and defpair, and fuddenly plunged
his dagger into her heart, (frce as fhe was of
all dread) beat down and wounded the maid,
who was flying to her afliftance, and burft out
of the chamber. Next day the murder was
divulged ; and, by what hand, was apparent,
for it was proved they had lodged together ; but
the freedman adopted the guilt. He averred,
that the affaflination was of, his own commit-
ting, to procure juft vengeance to an injured
mafter; and, .by the exemplary greatnefs of
fuch behaviour, many were induced to belicve
him, till the maid, when fhe was healed of her
wound, fully difclofed the author, and all the
particulars 5 fo that the Tribune was arraigned
before the Confuls by the father of the de-
ccafed, and, at the expiration of his office,
condemned Dby the Senate to the penalties of
the Cornelian Law.

AN inftance of lewdnefs no lefs notorious,
proved this year the fource of heavy calamities
to the Roman ftate. In the city lived a daughter
of Titus OLL1Us, but, as Porp£Us SABINUS
her mother’s father, had fhone in the Com-
monwealth, and from the Confular dignity
and glory of a triumph, acquired an illuftrious
name, from his the took her own, that of Sa-
BINA Porp£a; for, OLLIUS, ere yet he had
overtaken any public dignity, was {wallowed
up by the fatal friendthip of SEjaNus. This
Lady pofiefled cvery ornament but that of a
virtuous foul; for, from her mother, who in
beauty had excelled all the women of her time,

‘ fhe
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the derived her lovelinefs, as well as the glory
of defcent; the luftre of her birth was fup-
ported by proportionable wealths her fpecch
was foft and engaging, her wit pertinent, mo-
defty the part fhe perfonated, lewdnefs that fhe
practifed. It was rare that fhe appeared abroad,
then too part of her face hid under her vcil,
the more to ftimulate the curious beholders, or,
perhaps, becaufe thus the was ftill more charm-
ing. By the awe of fame fhe was never con-
trouled ; between husband and adulterer, fhe
made no diftin&ion ; by no man’s paflion was
fhe ever biafted, nor even by her own ; where-
ever her intereft appeared, thither the tranf-
ferred her lewd pleafures. Hence, though the
was married to Rurius CrispiNUs, a Roman
Knight, and by him had brought forth a fon,
fhe was carried away by the gay youth and pro-
fufenefs of OTHO, efpecially for that he was
cftcemed to reign, beyond all others, in the
affection of NERoO, nor was it long ere this
commerce of adultery was followed by their
intermarriaga.

It became now the ordinary language of
OTHoO, to cxtol to the Prince the beauty and
delicate charms of his wife, cither, as he was
prompted by the indifcreet warmth of a lover,
or defigned to enflame NErOG with the like
paﬂlon and from their common enjoyment
of the fame woman, hoped to find an additi-
onal fupport to his prefent authority. It was
ufual to hear him boaft, as he rofe from the
Emperor’s table, ¢ That he now retired to

Oo 4 « the
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“ the fum of all noblenefs and lovelinefs, her
“ who was the centre of every joy and felicity,
“ the defire of all men, but happily his own
 peculiar lot.” "After thefe and the like in-
citements, NEro deferred not long his own
gratification; an interview was appointed,
where Popp£4, at firft, employed all her foft
arts and careflcs, and by them intirely fubdued
him; fhe feigned herfelf fmitten with his fine
perfon, and wholly overcome by her paflion
for him, But, when fhe had worked up the
Prince’s affetion to a pitch of impatience, fhe
changed her former behaviour into haughti-
ncfs and defpite. If fhe were detained above
a night or two, ¢ fhe was a married woman,
¢ fhe cried, nor could fhe relinquifh her hus-
< band, as to him fhe was engaged by a way
« of living, which no other man could equal.
“ OrtHo was magnificent in his perfon, gene-
“ rous in his {pirit; in him fhe beheld every
« thing worthy the moft exalted fortune.
<« Nero was attached to AcTE, thence inurcd
<« to the embraces of a flave, and could from
<« a fellowthip fo wretched and fervile, derive
¢ nothing but fordidnefs and fervility.” Upon
this, OTHO became degraded from his ufual
intimacy with the Emperor, then debarred of
all intercourfe, and even accefs; and, at laft, to
prevent all his rival practices in Rome, was
preferred to the government of Lufitania, a
government which he adminiftered, till the
beginning of the civil wars, with eminent up-
rightnefs and honour, and wide of all the

courfcs
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courfes of his former diffolute life ; a proof of
his various chara&er, that of an unbridled vo-
luptuary in a private ftation, in authority ob-
ferving gravity, and juft reftraints.

NERrO as yet endeavoured to find difguifes
for his vileneffes and crimes. He, whom of
all others he apprehended moft, was Corne-
L1us SyLLa, miftaking the heavy {pirit of the
man for deep artifice and diflimulation. Thefe
apprehenfions were inflamed by Grartus, a
freedman of his, an ancient domeftic of the
court, ever fince the reign of TiBer1US, and
being well pratifed, in the dark devices of the
Empcrors, he, upon this occafion, framed the
following forgery. The Milvian Bridge was
then the famous fcene of no&turnal revellings,
and thither NEro frequently reforted, that
there he might more licentioufly riot without
the city. GrapTUs therefore feigned, <« That -
“ a plot had been laid for him, as he fhould
“ return from thence by the Flaminian Way,
“ but, by the benignity of fate, he had efcaped
“ it in coming home through the Gardens of
“ SaLLust, and of this trcafon SyLra was
“ the author.” The fatt was, that as fome of
the Emperor’s attendants were repairing back
to the palace, certain young companions, in-
dulging a fort of licentioufnefs then univer-
fally practifed, had filled them with caufelefs
fears. But, amongft thefe companions not a
flave of SyLLA’s was obferved, nor one of his
dependents s and for himfclf, his courage was
{o utterly defpicable, and fo uncqual to any

entcr-
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enterprize, that his very nature was repugnant
to every attempt of treafon. Neverthelefs, as
if he had been a traitor fully convitted, he was
banithed his country, and conflned within the
walls of Marfeilles.

DurinG the fame Confuls were heard the
deputies from Puzzoli, fome difpatched by
their Senate, others by the populace, the for-
mer inveighing againft the violence of the
multitude, the latter againft the oppreflion and
avarice of the Magiftrates and Nobles; and, as
the fedition was fo violent, that thc fa&ious
had already combated with ftones, threatened
the firing of houfes, and were betaking them-
felves to arms and maffacre; Carus Cassius
was appointed to apply a remedy; but, they
could not bear the feverity of his proceedings;
fo that, at his own requeft, that charge was
transferred to the two brothers ScriBoNIL,
aflifted by a Prztorian Cohort, by the terror
of which and the execution of fome few in-
cendiaries, concord was reftored amongft the
inhabitants.

. TuE decree of Senate now made, for per-
mitting the Syracufians, in their fhews of Gla-
diators, to exceed the number formerly limited,
is a matter fo common, that I thould not infert
it here, had not P&TUs THRASEA oppofed it,
and thence adminiftered to his revilers matter
of inve&ive. ¢ For, if he believed that the
¢« condition of the Commonwealth called up-
“«.on the Senators to exert liberty of {pecch,

¢ why were his cenfures and purfuits confined
N “ to
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¢ to things of fuch trivial moment? How
« came it, that he ftood not forth to advifc or
« controul meafures of war and peace, the
« adminiftration of the rcvenue, that of the
laws, and whatever clfe concerned the fup-
port and governance of the Roman ftate?
To every Senator, as foon as invefted with
the privilege of voting, full freedom was
allowed of propounding whatever he would,
and of claiming that what he propounded
might be put to the vote. Now, did no-
thing elfe in the ftate want check or amend-
ment, but only, that-the fpectacles at Syra-
cufe fhould be exhibited with no enlarge-
ments? Was, in truth, all the reft of the
adminiftration throughout the Empire, fo
excellent, as if by THrRAsEA himielf, and
not by Nero, it were {wayed? But, if alk
thefe were pafled over in profound diflimu-
lation, how much more reafonably to be
forborne were things utterly void of all ufe
and fignificancyt” To his friends, who
asked him the meaning of his condu&t, THRA-
sea anfwered, ¢ That he had, from no igno-
« rance in the fituation of the public, inter-
“ pofed againft a decrce of that fort, but in
it confulted the honour of the Senate, by
making it appear, that an infpe&ion into
the greateft atfairs was not like to be dif-
avowed by thofe, who thus applied their
thoughts to the moft infignificant.”

IN the fame year, fo importunate were the
cries of the people againt the cxactions of the
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Tax-gatherers, that NERo was deliberating about
the intire fuppreflion of all taxes and duties,
as the moft illuftrious bounty he could beftow
upon human kind.  But the Senate, after many
high praifes upon his greatnefs of foul, reftrained
his rafh refolution, by apprizing him, « That
« the diffolution of the Empire muft enfue a
“ redution of the revenues which fuftained it;
“ and were the public duties once annulled, it
 “ would be a precedent for labouring the dif-
¢ charge of all the public tributes. The com--
“ panies for adminiftering the taxes, were for
“ the moft part eftablithed by the Confuls and
“ Tribunes, even then when popular liberty
“ was in its prime at Rome, and the rcgula-
« tions which followed, were fo concerted,
“ that the public impofitions might juft bal-
“ lance the public exigencies. But the rave-’
““ nous extortions of the publicans did, in truth,
“ ‘require to be ftopped, that fo the rates borne
“ by the people for fo many years without
“ murmuring, might not be embittered by
“ new grievances.”
THE Emperor therefore by an ediét ordained,
%¢ That the laws of the revenue, which had
<« till then been kept fecret, fhould now be
“ committed to the public Tables; the pub-
“¢ licans fhould exa& no claims for above a
« year backward ; in all fuits againft them, the
< Prxtor at Rome, and in the Provinces, the
“ Proprator or Proconful for the time being,
“ {hould proceed to difcretionary judgment ;
“ but to the foldiers fhould be referved u;hc
L  ufual
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« ufual exemption, in all inftances fave thofe
« of traffic;” with other the like injunions,
which, being intirely equitable, were for fome
fhort time obeyed, but {foon grew negleéted and
obfolete. The fuppreflion, however, of the
Quadragefima (forticth penny) and of the Quin-
quagefima (fiftieth) continues ftill in force, as
alfo that of other impofitions with the like
titles, invented by the publicans to cover their
lawlefs exaltions. Moreover, a regulation was
made about the importation of grain from the
provinces beyond fea, and it was ordained that
the fhips of traders thould not be rated with
the commodities which they carried, nor any
duty be paid for the fame.

Two men accufed of male-adminiftration
in Africa, where they had both ruled as Pro-
confuls, were acquitted by the Emperor, SuL-
picius CAMERINUS, and PompPoNIUS SiLva-
Nus. Againft the former there appeared only
a few private profecutors, who charged him
rather with particular aéts of rage than thofe of
general rapine.  But S1LvaNus was befet with
a mighty train of impleaders, who required
time to procure their witnefles, as did he to be
inftantly admitted to his defence; and, by be-
ing wealthy, ancient, and childlefs, prevailed,
yet out-lived and difappointed thofe who faved
his life to merit his eftate.

TrLL this time Germany had continued in
a ftate of tranquillity, fecured by the temper
of our commanders there, who, at a time
when the honours of the triumph were fo

. mifcrably
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siferably proftituted, judged that higher glory
was to be reaped by preferving peace. Thefe
commanders were PAULLINUS POMPEIUS, and
Lucius Verus. To keep, however, the fol-
diers employed, the former now perfected the
damm which had been begun by Drusus
threefcore and three years before, to reftrain
the overflowing of the Rhine, while VETUS
was digging a canal of communication between
the Arar and Mofelle, that the atmics from
Italy, having failed by fea into the Rhone, and
thence into the Arar, might fall through this
canal into the Mofelle, thence through the
Rhine into the. Ocean. So that, all impedi-
ments of the paffage being thus removed, a
naval intercourfe might be opened from Weft
to North, between the two feas.  But this great
work was marred through the envy of AL1us
Graciris Licutenant of Belgic Gaul, who
warned VETUs againft bringing his Legions
into another man’s province, and courting the
affeGions of the Gauls, for that fuch conduét
would alarm the Emperor; an apprchenfion
which frequently ferves to fruftrate many
worthy enterprizes. : o

Bur, from the continued inaftion of both
armics, a report fprcad, that their Generals
were enjoyned not to lead them againft the
enemy. In confidence of this, the Frifians
poflefied the forefts and morafles with their
youth, and carrying over the lakes all fuch as
were weak through fex or age, placed them

along the banks of the Rhine, then proceeded
. to
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to fettle themfelves upon thofe tralts of land
which being void of inhabitants, were appro-
priated to the ufes of our foldiers. In this
enterprize they were counfelled and conducted
by VErRrITUS and MaLoRr1GIS, who were fo-
vereigns over this nation, as far as the Ger-
mans are wont to fubmit to fovereignty. They
had already founded their dwellings, fown the
fields, and were cultivating the lands, as if the
fame had been their native {oil, when DuBius
Avitus, who fucceeded PAuLLINUS in the pro-
vince, threatened them with the vengeance of
the Roman fword, unlefs they retired to their
ancient territorics, or obtained from the Em-
peror a new {ettlement. By thefe menaces he
forced VERRITUS and MALOR1GIs to the ways
of fupplication. On this negotiation there-
fore they proceeded to Rome, where, while
they waited for accefs to NEro, who was en-
gaged in other affairs, amongft the fights which
are ufually thewn to Barbarians, they were con-
ducted into PomerEey’s Theatre, that they might
there furvey the multitude of the Roman peo-
ple. Here, gazing round them, (no wife in-
terrupted by the diverfions of the ftage, which
they underftood not) while they were intent
upon the arrangement of the audience, and
informing themfelves about the diftribution of
ranks, ¢« which were the Roman Knights, and
“ where fat the fathers of the Senate?” they
fpied certain perfons in a foreign habit, fitting
upon the benches of the Scnators, and asked
who were thefc? When they had learnt that

this
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this was a diftin&tion conferred upon the Am-
baffadors of fuch nations as fignalized them-
felves by their merit and friendfhip towards
the Romans; ¢ There is not amongft men,
“ they cricd, that nation which, in good faith,
“ and feats of arms, furpafles the Germans;”
and thus, leaving their feats, placed themfclves
among the Senators ; a proceeding courteoufly
taken by the fpetators, as a flight of ancient
liberty, and the effet of an honeft emulation.
NEero beftowed upon both the privileges of
Roman citizens, but ordered that the Frifians
fhould abandon their new pofleflions; and, as
they refufed to obey, they were forced, by a
fudden irruption of the auxiliary horfe, who
put in bonds, or to the {word, all who obfti-
nately refifted.

THE Anfibarians too took pofieflion of the
fame lands, a more potent people, not in their
own multitudes only, but alfo from the fym-
pathy of the necighbouring nations; for that
they had been exterminated by the Chaucians,
were deftitute of all fettlement, and, like exiles,
befought only a quiet fhelter and retrcat. They
-were likewife led by a man of fignal renown
amongft thefe nations, and even of approved
fidelity towards the Romans, his name Boro-
caLus, who, in behalf of himfelf and his peo-
ple, upon this occafion, alledged, ¢ That, upon
< the revolt of the Cherufcans, he had been
< thrown into bonds by order of ARMINIUS,
¢ afterwards carried arms under TIBERI1US,
“ then under GERMANICUS, and, to the merit
. “ of



BookXIH of TACITUS. 569

¢ of fifty ycars fervice and adherence to the
Romans, he was ftill rcady to add that of
fubmitting his pecople to their Empire. Was
not the territory in difpute large and wafte?
or referved for any other ufe than that of
occafional pafture for the foldiers cattle, and
how fmall a portion fufliced for this? yet
the Romans might ftill, if they pleafed, re-
tain wide exclufive tralts, only for their
beafts to range in, although by feeding their
beafts they even famifhed men; provided
they did not wilfully devote all the reft to
defarts and folitude, rather than allow it for
an habitation to a people difpofed to their
friendfhip and alliance. The pofiefling of
this territory was no new thing; formerly it
was held by the Chamavians, ncxt by the
Tubantes, aftcrwards by the Ufipians. As
the hcavens were appropriated to the Gods,
fo was the carth to the children of men,
and fuch portions of it as none poflefled,
were free and common to all.” Here he
Tifted vp his cyes to the fun, and invoking, as
if they had been prefent, that and the other
cceleftial luminarics, he asked them, ¢ Could
¢ they bear to furvey a defolate foil? or, would
“ they not more juftly let loofe the fea to

¢ {wallow up ufurpers, who thus engrofied the
“ carth?”
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plicd, « that to the orders of the moft powcrful
« fubmiflion muft always be paid, cven the
¢ Gods to whom they now appealed, had fo
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« appointed, that to the Romans fhould ap-
¢ pertain the fovercign judgment, what to
« beftow and what to take away, and other
¢ judges than themfeclves they would fuffer
“ none.” This was his public anfwer to the
Anfibarians; but, to BorocaLus he privatcly
promifed, that in acknowledgment of his long
attachment to the Romans, he fhould have
Iands for himfelf afligned him, an offer which
he confidered as a price propofed for betraying
his people, and rejeiting it with indignation,
added, « A place to live in we may want, but
¢ 3 place to die in we cannot.” Thus thcy
parted with animofity on both fides. The An-
fibarians, to prepare for the impending war,
invited into a confedecracy the Brulterians,
Ten&erians, and even other nations more rc-
mote. AvITUs too, after he had written to
CurTILIUS MANcIA, who commanded the
upper army, to pafs the Rhine, and to appear
with his forces upon their rear, marched him-
felf with his Legions into the territories of the
Ten&erians, and threatened them with defo-
lation and {laughter, unlefs they departed from
the league. Hence they were forced to ac-
quiefce; and, asthe like terrors awed the Bruc-
terians, the reft too relinquithed a hopelefs
caufe, whence ruine to themfeclves was threat-
ened from their attachment to others. So
that the forlorn Anfibarians retreated back to
the Ufipians and Tubantcs, but by them alfo
were exterminated. They then withdrew for
‘reception firt to the Cattians, afterwards to
T tne
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the Cherufcans, and, in thefe long and various
wanderings from nation to nation, thus vaga-
bond, indigent, and treated as enemics and in-
truders, all their youth fell by the fword, and
the promifcuous multitude were utterly dif-
perfed according to the various lot of captivity.
BeETwEiEN the Hermundurians and the Cat-
tians, during the fame fummer, a mighty battle
was fought, about the propriety of a river,
which divided their territorics, and which yield-
ing abundant ftore of falt, each pcople was la-
bouring by force to appropriate to themfclves.
To this quarrel, befides their paflion for com-
mitting all difputes to the decifion of the
fword, they were further animated by an in-
herent fuperftition, “ that thefe places were
“ doubtlefs in the neighbourhood of heaven,
“ and no where quicker than there did the
« {upplications of men reach the cars of the
“ Gods. Hence, through a fpecial indulgence
« of the Deities, in this river and in thefe
« groves, falt was produced, not, as with
« other nations, from the foam of the fea
“ crufted upon the thore, but by pouring the
« water of this river upon flaming piles of
“ wood, and thus condenfed by a combina-
“ tion of oppofite elements.” The iflue of
the war was profperous to the Hermundurians,
and to the Cattians the more bloody and de-
fiructive, forthat, prefuming upon victory, they
had devoted the-adverfe hoft to Mars and Mer-
cury, a vow, by which men and horfes, with

whatever elfe appertains to the vanquifhed, are
Pp2 doomed
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doomed to be burnt or flain. Thus upon their
own heads returned their cruel menaces againft
their foes.

Tue people Juhones, a ftate in alliance with
us, werc at this time afflicted with a calamity
altogether fudden and alarming, by the crup-.
tion of a fubterraneous fire, which caught
and confumed, on every fide, their towns,
farms, and particular dwellings, and was ad-
vancing with fury to the late-built walls of
Cologn. Ncither could it be extinguifhed cven
by the falling of rain, nor by the throwing of
water, or by any other ufual expedient, till
certain boors, defpairing of remedy, and en-
raged at the devouriug conflagration, vented
their wrath in attacking it at a diftance with
vollies of ftones; as the flames came thus to
abate, they procceded to a clofer approach,
and, by dint of clubs and blows, as in an en-
counter with fierce beafts, quite repulfed it.
At length, utterly to fmother it, they ftripped
themfelves of their cloaths, which the more
foiled and worn they were, the more effcctual
they proved.

During the fame year, the trce Ruminalis,
ftanding in the place afligned for the eleGtion
of Magiftratcs, the fame which after the birth
of Romurus and REmus, had yielded fhelter
to thefe expofed babes, eicht hundred and forty
years ago, began to dccay with withered
branches and a deadencd trunk ; a change
which pafled for an omen of evil portent, till
it revivedazain into frefh bloflomsand verdure.

2 THE
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The SUMMARY.

NERO bates and dreads bis motber, and caufes ber to

. be murdercd. He gives a falfe account of that mur-
der to the Semate. What ftrange applaufe be finds there,
and bis encouragement from thence to every exce[s and
enoymity. He driwes chariots, nay, mounts the ftage.
Quinquennial games inflituted, with popular obfervations
upon that inftitution. ~The brave condué of CoRBULO
in Armeniay be takes Tigranocerta, and eftablifbes T1-
GRANES King there. A great maffacre of the Romans in
Britain, during the abfence of SUETONIUS PAULLINUS,
then employed 1n [ubdumg the ifle of Anglefey. Thence
the province almoft loft, but recovered again by the wvigo-
rous efforts of the Governor, and in one great combat,
The Governor of Rome [lain at home by one of his flaves,
the rveft punifbed. The law of Majefty revived. The
death of BURRHUS. Astempts to ruine SENECA; who
is aware of them, and fues to be difmiffed, but is refufed.
TiGELLINUS bis mifthievous credit with the Emperor,
caufes PLAUTUS and SYLLA to be killed. NERO difmiffes
Fis wife OCTAVIA, and marries POPPEA. Hence a po-
pular tumult, which baftens the murder of OcTAVIA.

Pp3 DuriNg
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: uRING the Confulthip of Ca1us Vip-
sTANUs and Carus FoNTE1USs, NERO
determined to accomplifh, without more delay,
the parricide, which he had been long devife-
ing, as from the permanence of his power he
was become refolute and hardened, and his
paflion for Porr£a waxed daily more flame-
ing. She too, who could never hope to fee
OcTavia divorced, nor herfelf efpoufed during
the life of AGr1PPINA, teafed him with inceft
fant reproaches, nay, fometimes jeered him by
the farcaftical name of “ pupil, one blindly
« fubje& to the controulment of another, {o
« far from being fuffered to fway the Empire,
¢ that he was not allowed even private liberty.
< For, upon what other motives could he de-
¢ lay to marry her? Had he any obje&tions to
¢ her perfon and beauty, or to her blood and
¢ anceftors, men of renown, diftinguithed with
*¢ triumphal honours? was he unfatisfied about
<« the fruitfulnefs of her body, or the fincere
« affe@ions of her foul? No; the truth was,
« it was dreaded, that when fhe was become
“ his wife, the would be laying open the gric-
« vances of the Senate, the refentment of the
« people, againft the pfide and rapacioufnefs
« of his mother. But, after all, if AGRIPPINA
« would bear for a daughter-in-law, no other
«¢ than one who would prove to her fon a
« vexatious and malevolent wife, fhe defired
“ to be reftored again to the conjugal embraces
“ of OtHo; for, fhe was ready and refolved
<< to
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« to withdraw to any quarter of the earth,
< there rather to hear of the Emperot’s abafe-
“ ment and reproach, than ftay to behold it,
« and expofe herfelf to a partncrfhip of the
< perils which furrounded him.” Thefe and
the like expoftulations, enforced with fighs and
tears, and all the foft artifices of the adulterefs,
picrced the foul of NERO; nor did any one
check their operation, as all earneftly withed
to fce the authority of AGrippPINA crufhed,
and as no mortal belicved, that ever the fon
would wax fo hardened in his hate as to fpill
the blood of his mother.

It is rccorded by Cruvius, that fuch was
the flaming paflion of AGrIPPINA for retain-
. ing her wontcd dominion, to fuch extravagant
lcnoths was fhe tranfportcd that often, in ! the
face of the day, at a feafon when NERO was
heated with wine and banquetting, fhe accofted
him, gayly attired, and, while he was thus
drunk, ftrove to prompt him to inceft; that
their obfcenc Kkifles, geftures, and other fuch
fignals and incitements to that abomination,
bcmg well obferved by thofe who werc pre-
fent, SENECcA, for an antidote againft the cn-
ticements of one woman, had 1ccou1fg to an-
other; hence AcTE was introduced, a fran-
chifed Damfel, one who being equally anxious
for her own danger and the infamy of NEero,
warned him, that already the incelt was cvery
where publifhed, and his mother gloried in the
publication, and that the foldiery would never
bear the rule of a Prince contaminated with

Pp 4 fuch
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fuch unnatural pollution. FaB1us Rusticus
afcribes this ftrange appetite not to AGRIPPINA,
but to Ntro, and recounts that, by the cun-
ning of the fame ActE, he was weaned and
rcicued. But, the detail given by Cruvius,
is the {fame with that of the other writers, and
on this fide too is the teftimony of popular
famc; whether fhe really nourithed in her
heart an impurity fo monftrous, or whether
the concerting of this unheard-of proftitution
appcared the more credible in her, who almoft
in her childhood had, from thirft of dominion,
confcnted to be debauched by Leripus, with
the like fpirit of power, abandoned herfelf to
the luft of PALLAs, and, during her inceftuous
marriage with her uncle CLaup1us, had been
praftifed in a courfe of wickednefs of every
kind and degrze.

THENCEFORTH NERO began to avoid all
privatc encounters with his mother, and, upon
every occafion of her retiring to any of her
gardens out of Rome, or to her feats at Tuf-
culum or Antium, ufcd to appland her for thus
cmploying her leifure. At length, confidering
her as his dread and torment, where-ever the
refided, he aflumed a refolution to kill her, and
was only in fufpence about thec means, whe-
ther by poifon or the fword, or any other cf-
feGtual violence.  That of poifon was preferred
at firflt, but to adminifter the fame was diffi-
cult: if it were done at the Prince’s table, its
opcration could never pafs for accidental death,
fince in the like manner BR1iTANNICUS had

alrcady
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already perifhed s to apply to her own dome-
ftics, appeared a great rifque, as fhe was a
woman who from her own long intimacy with
frauds and blood, was wary and vigilant againft
all fnares and circumvention, and morcover
always fccured herfelf by counter-poifons againft
the efforts of poifon. How to difpatch her
with the {word, and yet cover the appearances
of the execution, no one pretended to devifes
it was fcared too, that the orders would be
rejected, to whomf{oever they were given, for
the perpetration of {fuch hideous iniquity. Here
Anicetus proferred his fervice and dexterity,
a franchifed flave, tutor to NERoO in his in-
fancy, but now Commander of the fleet which
rode at Mifenum, onec virulently hated by
AcGripriNa, and with equal virulence hating
her.  He therefore explained, ¢ how a veflel
< might be fo contrived,thatby the fudden burft-
“ ing of one particular quarter in the open
fea, the might be overwhelmed, without the
leaft warning or apprchenfion.  Nothing, he
« faid, was fo fertile of difafters as the fea,
“ and, if fhe were thus difpatched by fhip-
“ wreck, who could be f{o injurious as to
afcribe the malignity of wind and waves to
the malice and contrivance of men? morc-
over, the Prince would of courfc beftow on
his deceafed mother, a templc and altars,
and all other honours proper to create an
oftentation of filial grief and picty.”
NEero was pleafed with the device, which
was alfo favouyred by the juntture of time, the
Fcftival

€<

«

<«
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Feftival of Minerva, called Quinguatrus, which
he was then celebrating at Baiz. Thither he
inticed his mother; for, he was frequently de-
claring, “ that the hafty humours of parents
¢« were to be borne withal, and, towards her
¢ it behoved him to fupprefs every irritation of
¢« his own fpirit;” as by fuch declarations he
meant to raife a general rumour of his own
reconcilement to her, a rumour which he hoped
would reach AGrippINA and find credit with
her, from the credulous genius of women,
prone to believe whatever feeds their withes
and promifcs matter of joy. When fhe ap-
proached, he met her upon the fhore, (for fhe
came by fea from Antium) prefented her his
hand, and embraced her, then conduéted her
to Bauli, {fo the villa is called, which, lying
between the Cape of Mifenum and the gulf
of Baiz, is wathed by the fea which winds
round the point. Here, amongft feveral other
veflels, there lay one more gaudy and orna-
mental than the reft, as if, in this particular
too, he meditated frefh honour to his mother;
for, the had been always wont to be carried
in a galley with three banks of oars, rowed by
mariners from the fleet. Morcover, the ban
quet to which fhe was invited, was {o timed,
that under the dark fhades of night the horrid
execution might be covered. It was, however,
apparent, that fome body had betrayed the de-
fign, and that AGrR1PPINA, upon hearing the
perfidious machination, though fhe was doubt-
tul whether the ought to, believe it, had yet

chofen
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chofen to be carried by land to Baiz in a fe-
dan; but, upon her arrival there, the plaufible
behaviour of N ERoO affwaged her fears; for,
befides placing her at table above him, treating
her with all tendernefs and carefles, he amufed
her with great variety of converfation, now
breaking out into fallies of youthful franknefs,
then with an air compofed and grave, difcourfe-
ing of weighty affairs, and having thus drawn
out the banquet into a great length, he at-
tended her to the fhore, there more ardently
than before he kifled her eyes, kifled her bo-
fom, and left it uncertain whether, by fuch
paflionate behaviour, he only meant to com-
plete this {cene of diflimulation, or whether
the laft fight of a mother juft going to perifh,
rcally checked his {pirit however favage.

THE night proved clear, the ftars fhone in full
luftre, the fea was fmooth and calm ; as if all
this had been concerted by the providence of
the Gods, for the more inconteftable deteGion
of the murder. AcGrirPINA, of all her nume-
rous domeftics, was, when fthe embarked, at-
tended only by two, CRrREPEREIUS GALLUS,
who ftood by the fteerage, and ACERRONIA,
who, as her Lady repofed, lay at her feet, and
was recounting to her, with much joy, the
remorfe of her fon, and the favour which by
it he had regained from his mother: nor had
the veflel yet made much way, when fuddenly
upon a fignal given, the deck over that quarter
was loofened, and being purpofely loaded with
a great quantity of lead, funk violently down,

' and



s80 The Axnars BookXIV.

and inftantly cruthed CREPEREIUS to death.
AGRIPPINA and ACERRONIA were defended by
the pofts of the bed, which happened to be
too ftrong to yield“to the defcending weight;
neither did the ftruéture of the veflel burft, for,
the mariners were all embarraffed, and thofe of
them who were not entrufted with the fraud,
obftructed the meafures of fuch as were. The
next expedicent concerted by the latter was, to
bear her down on one fide, and fo fink her.
But, necither amongft thefe accomplices was
there an inftant concurrence in executing a
projc&t thus haftily propofed, and there were
others at the fame time ftruggling contrariwife

to prcferve her; hence it procceded that fhe

‘was not {wallowed up at once in the dcep, but
defcended more leifurely. Now ACERRONIA,
while the declared herfelf to be AcrirriNa,
and called upon them paflionately, to fuccour
and fave the Prince’s mother, was purfued with
‘poles, and oars, and whatever other naval wea-
pons came accidentally to hand, and fo flain.
AcrrprrINA kept filence, and, being therefore
the lefs known, efcaped, with one wound how-
ever upon her fthoulder. What with fwim-
ming, what with the afliftance of fome fither-
boats, which rowed out to fuccour her, fhe
rcached the lake Lucrinus, and was thence con-
duéted to her own villa.

HEeRE the revolved upon her danger, that
for this very end fhe had been inveigled by
the fraudulent letters of her fon, for this treated
by him with fuch fignal marks of honour, that

the
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the veflel, even under the thelter of the fhore,
without the agitation of winds, without con-
cuflion from rocks, had yielded in its upper
part, and tumbled down, like a frail ftructure.
of carth. She confidered the fate of AcEer-.
RONIA, miftaken for herfelf and defignedly.
{lain, and the bcheld herown wound. From the.
whole however fhe inferred that her only re-
fource againft thefe black machinations was to
act as if fhe faw them not. With this view,
the difpatched AGErRINUS her freedman, to
notify to her fon, < that through the benevo-
« lence of the Gods and the aufpicious in-
“ fluence of his fmtune, the had efcaped a
gricvous cafualty, but befought him, that,
however terrified with the danger which had
thrcatened his mother, he fhould yet poft-
pone the trouble of vifiting her, for, what
¢ fhe only necded at prefent was reft.” In the
mean while, countcrfeiting perfect fecurity and
fearlefnefs, the had medicines applied to her
wound, and her body chated and anointed ;
fhe called too for the laft will of ACERRONIA,
and ordered all her cffells to be regiftered and
fealed ups in which procceding only fhe acted
without counterfeiting,.

As to Nero; while he was hourly cxpet-
ing cxprefles, that the parricide was executed,
tydings arrived, ¢ that fthe had efcaped only
“ with a flight hurt, having fo far felt the
¢ danger as to remain in no uncertainty who
‘it was that fought her life.” At this he be-
came mortally firuck with difinay, and {wore

in
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in paffionate terms, ¢ that, without peradven-
“ ture, the would prefently be at hand, bent
“ upon taking hafty vengeance, whether by
“ arming the flaves, or by ftirring up againft
“ him the rage of the foldicry, or by flying to
“¢ the Senate and people, with a tragical repre-
# fentation of the veflel wrecked, herfelf
¢ wounded, her friends murdered, and her fon
“ the author of all. And againft this menace-
“ ing event, what refource, what prote&ion
 had he, unlefs fome fuch could be propofed
“ by Burruus and Sexeca?” For, the in-
ftant he reccived the ncws of the difappoint-
ment, he had called for them both to confult
them; neither is it certain whether, before
this, they were unacquainted with the confpi-
racy. Upon this emergency, they both kept
Yong filence, as they apprehended that it was
in vain to perfuade him to drop the defign,
and perhaps believed it to be already puthed
fo far, that unlefs AGrIpPPINA foon perifhed,
N EeRro certainly muft. At length, SENEcaA
proved the more forward of the two; yet no
further than to look at BurRrRHUSs, and ask,
“ whether the orders for this execution were
“ not to be trufted to the foldiery?” BurRRHUS
anfwered, that ¢ the Prztorian guards were fo
« zealoufly attached to the whole family of the
« C£asrs, fofond in particular of the name and
“ memory of GERMANICUS, that, againft any
¢ defcendent of his they could never be ani-
¢ mated to aught that were cruel and bloody.
« It therefore behoved ANICET US to acquit

' “ himfelf
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<« himfelf of his engagement.” Neither did
AniceTus paufe one moment, but even de-
manded the office of completing the murder.
NEero became revived with thefe words, and
declaring himfelf to be that day prefented wvith
the Empire, owned his franchifed {lave for the
author of the mighty prefent, and urged him
to difpatch, leading with him for his afliftance
fuch as were moft prompt to obey. The freed-
man however, having heard that AGERINUS
was arrived from AGRIPPINA, with the news
of her difafter and efcape, contrived a plot to
turn the treafon upon her; and therefore, as
the other was delivering his meflage, dropped
a dagger between his legs, then, as if he had
caught him in the terrible fa&, called for irons
to be inftantly caft upon him. By this fable,
he purpofed to fupport another, by feigning
that the deftru&tion of the Prince had been
concerted by his mother, and that being ftruck
with confufion upon the difcovery of her trea-
fon, fhe had defperately put an end to her own
life.

DurING thefe tranfations, while the danger
which threatened AGrRIPPINA at fea, flew
abroad (for it was underftood as the effe&t of
chance) the people flocked impatiently to the
thore, each as foon as he heard it. Some
climbed up the mounds which fhoot out into
the fea, fome crowded into barks and skiffs,
others entered the floods and waded as deep
as their height would permit; nay, there were
thofe who ftretched out their arms, as it were

to
I



584 - The AxNaALs Book XIV.,

to catch and receive her; fo that, with lamen-
tions for her misfortune, with vows for her
deliverance, and with the indiftin& clamour of
a multitude, many asking different queftions,
“or returning uncertain anfwers, the whole coaft
refounded. There ran, morcover, to the reft
a great crowd with lights in their hands, and,
as foon as it was confirmed that AGRIPPINA
was out of danger, they were {pceding, with
all zcal, to offer her their congratulations, till
by the fight and menaces of an armed band,
they were terrified and difperfed. ANICETUS
befct the villa with a guard, and, burfting open
the gates, fcized and fccmed all fuch of her
ﬂaves as appeared to ftop him. He then ad-
vanced towards her chamber, wherc he found
the door guarded by very few; all the reft
were {cared away by the terror and violence
of his entrance. In her chamber was a {mall
light, and only one of her Damfels. Acrip-
pPINA too herfelf was more and more toffed
with anxious thoughts, that no foul had yct
-arrived from her fon, nor had even AGERINUS
returned; fhe perceived from without ftrange
viciffitudes and an unufual {cenc, the defertion
of her own people, and the fudden violence
and tumult of ftrangers, with all thc warnings
of her laft fate. Infomuch that, feeing her
maid too about to depart, the faid, “ Thou
« likewife art going to abandon mc;” and,
that moment, {pied ANICETUS, accompanicd
with HER cuLEU s Caprain of a galley, and
Ovroaritus a Centurion of the navy. She

told
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told him; < If he came from the Emperor to
*“ be informed of her health, he fhould ac-
“ quaint him fhe was well recovered 5 if upon
“ any bloody defign, the would no wife be-
« lieve him commiffioned by her fon; her fon
“ could never give unnatural orders for parri-
“ cide.” The affaflins having placed them-
felves round her bed, the Captain was the firft
that wounded her, ﬁnkm, her upon the head
with a club; for, to the Centunon, as he was
drawing his {word to difpatch her, fhe pre-
fented her belly, and with a loud voice, « Strike
“ thy fword into my womb, ” fhe C['lCd and
was inftantly aflaflinated with multitude of
wounds.

IN thefe particulars authors are unanimous }
but, that NERO afterwards furveyed the body
of his murdered mother, and magnificd its
fymmetry and lovelinefs, there are thofe who
have related; and thofe who deny. That very
night her corps was burned with fordid obfe-
quies, upon no other bed than fuch as fhe ufed
to recline upon at meals. Neither, during the
reign of NERO, were her relics repofited, or
covered with common ecarth, till afterwards
from the benevolence of her domeftics, fhe
received a flight and vucligar grave, upon the
road to cape Mifenum, adjoyning to a villa of
C &sar’s the Dictator, which from its elevated
fituation overlooks the coaft and bays below.
MNESTER, a freedman of hers, as foon as her
funeral fire was lighted, run himfelf through
with a {word, whether from affettion for his

 Vor. Il Qq Lady,
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Lady, or from dread of his own doom, s alto-
gether uncertain.  This violent end of AGRIP-
PINA was foretold her many years before, and
belicved, and yet fer at nought by her ; for as
the Chaldeans, whom the confulted concern-
ing the fortune of NERO, anfwered, that « he
« would certainly reign, and certainly kill his
« mother;” ¢ Let him kill me, faid fhe, {o
“ he do but reign.”

- ToE fcene of this horrible iniquity being
ovcr, the Emperor became terribly ftruck with
its crying enormity, and for the reft of the
night was now dumb, motionlefs, with his eyes
fixed, then ftarted up, amazed, and trembling,
and thus waited, in diftractions of mind, the
approach of day, aday from which he expeéted
fome direful doom. What firft raifed his affus- -
rance, was the flattery of the Tribunes and
Centurions, who, at the inftigation of BURRHUS
grafped his hand, with congratulations, ¢ That
“ he had thus efcaped fuch unforefeen peril,
« and the mortal fnares of his mother.” Next,
his friends and intimates betook themfelves,
with thankfgiving, to the feveral Temples;
and the example being thus begun was fol-
lowed by the adjacent towns and communitics
of Campania, who gave public teftimonies of
their joy, by facrifices to the Gods, aitd em-
baflies to the Prince. For himfelf; his difli-
mulation took a different turn from theirs.
Sad and dejeted was his mien, he feemed to
hate a life thus faved, and bewailed with many
tears, the death of his mother. Howcver, as

places
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places cannot change their afpect, like the
fupple countenances of men, and as the tragi-
cal profpe@t of that deadly fea and coaft was
inceffantly reproaching him, (befides there were
thofe who believed, that from the high cliffs
round about they heard the fhrill found of trums-
pets, and thrieks and wailings froni AGRIPPINA'S
grave) he withdrew to Naples, and there fent let-
tersto the Senate, of which thefc arethe heads :
«“ THAT AGERINUS, a treedman of AGRIP-
“ prna’s, in intimate truft with her, had
“ peen {eized, ready armed to aflaflinate
¢« him; whence fhe had undergone the pains
¢« of parricide, from the fame guilty con-
¢ fcience that prompted her to contrive
« it.” To this he added a catalogue of her
crimes, traced a long way backwards; how
¢ fhe had aimed at a co-ordinate power in the
¢« Empire, with an oath from the Prztorian
 bands, an oath of allegiance to a woman,
“ nay, to the abafement of the Senate and
« people, had expetted the like mark of fub-
« je@tion from them; and finding her ambi-
« tion difappointed, {he became enraged againft
« the foldiery, againft the fathcrs, and the po-
¢« pulace, oppofed a donative to the guards,
« and a largefs to the people, and devifed
« deftru@tion againft the illuftrious chicfs of
« Rome. Nay, it was with great difbculty
t¢ that he defeated her defign of ufurping a
“ feat in the Scnate, and of returning anfwers
* to the Ambafladors of foreign nations.” He
even obliquely lathed the tranfactions under
Qqz2 Crav-
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CraupIus, and caft upon his mother all the
adts of tyranny in that reign, afcribing her fall
to the good fortune of the State; for he re-
counted the particulars of the fhipwreck. But
where lived there a foul {o ftupid to believe it
to be the blind work of chance? or that
a forlorn woman, juft faved from a wreck,
fhould employ a fingle affaflin, to break through
an armed fleet and the imperial guards, and
flay the Emperor? Hence it was not now
upon NERo that the popular cenfure fell (for
NEro’s brutal barbarity furpafled all cenfure)
but upon SENEca, for that, by fuch a repre-
fentation to the Senate, he had in writing
avowcd the deed.

WonNDperrFUL, however, was the competi-
tion of the Grandecs in decreeing the follow-
ing folemniries; ¢ That at all the altars public
¢ devotions thould be performed 5 the feaft of
“ Minerva, during which the confpiracy was
“ deteCted, fhould be celebrated with anniver-
« fary plays for ever; in the Senate-houfe
“ fhould be placed the ftatue of that Goddefs
“¢ in gold, and clofe by her, that of the Em-
“ peror; and, in the lift of unhallowed days,
“ AGRIPPINA’s anniverfary thould be inferted.”
Turasea PETUS, who was wont cither to pafs
over the like fallies of fervility in utter filence
or with a thort word of aflent, walked now
out of the Senate, and thence awakened future
vengeance againft himfelf, and yet to the reft
opencd no fource of liberty. There happened,
moreover, at the fame time frequent prodigies,

' from
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from which arofe many prognoftics, but no
confequences. - One woman brought forth a
ferpent, another, in the embraces of her hus-
band was ftruck dead with a thunder-bolt. The
fun became fuddenly darkened, and the four-
teen quarters of the city felt the effects of
lightning, All which events came to pafs fo
apparently without any providential defign in
the Deities, that for many years after this,
NEero continued fafe in his fovereignty and
enormities. Now, in order to heighter the
popular hate towards his mother, and withal
to magnify his own clemency, as if the fame
were enlarged now fhe was removed, he re-
ftored to their native country and inheritance,
Junia and CALPURNIA, Ladies of illuftrious
quality, with VarLerius Carito and Lici-
N1us GaBoLus, men of Prztorian dignity, all
formerly doomed to exile by AcripPINA.
He likewife permitted the remains of LoLL1a
PAULLINA to be brought home, and a {fepulchre
for them to be built. Irur1ustoo and CaL-
visius, whom he had lately banifhed, he now
pardoned and releafed ; for SiLANA had al-
ready yielded to the lot of mortality at Taren-
tum, whither, from her remote banithment,
the had returned, either becaufe the authority
of AGRIPPINA, by whofe enmity fhe fell, was
then declining, or her wrath by that time af-
fwaged.

WHILE NERO lmgcrcd in the towns of
Campania, full of anxiety how to condu&t
himfelf upon his return to Rome, whether he

Qq3 fhould
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thould find the Senate obfequious, or zeal in
the people, his doubts were combated by all
the profligates of the court (and no court upon
earth abounded with more) They argued,
* That the very name of AGRIPPINA Was
¢ detefted, infomuch that by her death, the
“ affections of the people were more power-
¢ fully kindled towards him. He fhould there-
¢ fore procced confidently, and in perfon re-
¢ ccive proofs of popular adoration.” As
they demanded too, that, for trial, they might
arrive fomcwhat before him, they found, in
all refpe@ts, a more forward and officious zeal
than they themfelves had promifed, the feveral
tribes, in diftinét bodies, coming forth to mcct
him, as alfo the Senate in their robes of ftate,
with mighty droves of women and children,
ranged in claffes, according to their fex and
age; and all along, where he was to pafs, a
fucceflive variety of plays and fhews, and fcenes
of public rcjoycing, were prepared, with all
the parade attcndmﬂ a trinmph. Elated with
fuch reccption, and as if crowned with vittory
from this gencral fervitude, he repaired to the
Capitol, pald his vows and oblations, and
thenceforth abandoned himfelf to the full bent
of all his furious paflions; for, though he had
hitherto but poorly controuled them, yet his
reverence to his mother, however weak it

were, had till then checked their violence.
It was a ufual diverfion of his, and long
allpwed him, to drive a chariot drawn by fous
hor les; nor lefs feandalous was his paflion for:
finging
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finging to the harp, as he was wont when he
fupped, in a theatrical gefture and habit: « An
¢ cmployment, which he alledged to have been
“ commonly practifed by Kings and Heroes of
“-old; that.the fame was celcbrated in the
¢ fongs of the pocts, and even performed tothe
“ honour of the Gods; for, thus were mufic
“ and {inging f{acred to Apollo, and thus repre-
“ fented, with the fame drefs and inftrument,
“ not only in the cities of Greece, but even
“ in the Roman Temples, ftood that fublime
“ and oracular Deity.” Neither could this his
bent be reftrained. So that SENEca and Bur-
RHUS, left he thould have perfifted in both,
judged it advifable to indulge him in one.
Thus, a piece of ground, in the Vatican, was
enclofed with a wall, that he might there cxert
his dexterity in racing and the difcipline of
fteeds, without being cxpofed as in a public
thew, to the promifcuous crowd. But, in a
thort time, he even fought to be pubhcly
feen, and invited to the ﬁvht the Roman po-
pulace, who failed not to maomfy him with
abundant encomiums; for the vulgar is ever
longing after public diverfions, and ever de-
lighted with the fame inclination in'the Prince,
Moreaver; fuch open proftitution and forfei-
ture of all fhame did not, as his minifters ex-
pected, produce in him any faticty, but con-
trariwifc frefh eagernefs. As he imagined too
that, by bringing many under fuch dcba(cmcnt
he thould remove his own, he introduced, as
adtors, into the Theatre, feveral who were

Qq 4 defcended
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defcended from illuftrious families, but through
indigence become venal, men whofe names
(as they are now now more) I repeat not with
‘their ftory ; a confideration which I judge due
to the dignity of their anceftors; feeing too,
that upon his head.the iniquities recoil, who,
rather than they fhould not tranfgrefs, gave
them money for tranfgrefling. He likewife
engaged fcveral Roman Knights (men well
known) to undertake parts in “theatrical repre-
fentations, by exceflive rewards; unlefs it be
thought that pay from one who has authority
to command carries with it the power of com-
pulfion.

NEVERTHELESS, that he might not as yet
debafe himfelf in' the common Theatre, he
inftituted a fort of plays :called _‘}'avenales,
and, for cclebrating thefe, names were given
in from all quarters. Here no man’s quality
and blood, nor his age, nor the public figure
and offices which any of them had borne, ex-
cufed them from perfonating the port and buf-
foonry of the Greek and Roman mimics, even
in the obfcene gefticulation of their bodies and
the effeminate cadences of their voice. Even
Ladies of*illuftrious quality came alfo to de-
vife unfeemly revellings.  So that, in the grove
planted by AucusTtus round the lake where
the naval combat was exhibited, tabernacles
were crefted. and booths were built, where
wine and dainties were expofed to fale, with
whatever incites to fenfuality and wantonnefs.
To promote the dcbauch moncy was given to

thc
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the innocent as well as the 'voluptuous, to be
wafted alike in riot, by the former from awe
of NEro, by the latter ffom oftentation” of
vice. From this fource arofe a monftrous in-
creafe of all pollution and enormities; and
though our manners had been long fince cor-
rupted, yet never wete they more debauched
and pervaded by any inundation of vice and
depravity, than by this thocking fink of lewd-
nefs. Modefty is a thing hard to be fecured
cven by the moft virtuous  management and
reftraints 5 much lefs is modefty, or chattity, or
any honeft endowment, to be preferved amidft
fcenes of impurity, where vices arc engaged in
a contention to outvie each other. :
" "At length, NERO could forbear no longer,
but mounted the Stage and took the harp, try-
ing the ftrings with awful attention, and ftudy-
ing his' patt. About him ftood his compa-
nions; a  Cohort .too of the guards were ar
rived, with many Tribunes and Centurions; as
alfo BuRRHUS the Prafe&t,. praifing NEroO and
grieving for him. At this time likewife was
firft enrolled the body of Roman Knights en-
tituled Augufieni, young men dlﬁmguxlhcd by
-the bloom of their years, and ftrength of body,
all profefled profligates, fome from the bent
of nature, the reft in hopes of preferment.
Thefe attended nights and days, wholly .em-
ployed in clapping the Emperor, and founding
his applaufes. They extolled his perfon and
voice by epithets pccuhar to-zhe’ Gods; - as{if
only
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only from their zeal for virtue they fought
fplendour -and honour.

THE Emperor, however, that he might not
be only renowned for the accomplithments of
a player, ftudied to excel alfo in Poetry, having
drawn about him feveral who had a genius for
‘poefy, though not yet noted for their poems.
Thefe were wont to fit down in concert with
the Prince, and connect together fuch lines as
they had feverally brought, or fuch as they
found already compofed, piecing ont with {up-
plements of: their'own all his effufions, how-
-ever Jame and. crude. This s apparent from
the _very compofition of thefe poems, which
flow with no uniformity of ftile or genius,
Jike. the produttions of one man. Hc ufed,
behi des, to beftow fome time aftcr meals upon
hearing the reafonings of Philofophers; and
- while cach maintained his own {2&, and con-
aradifted the reft, they all expofed their end-
defs: broils. Na}r, fome.of them were fond of
‘being feen, with their ftern.afpe& and accent,
:amidft the Royal cxccﬁ'es and- 1ccrcatxons of
-NERO.

v ABOUT the. (amcr nmc, from a conteft alto-
gether trivial,: there arofe a horrid flaughter
‘tetiveen twa-of our Italian Colonies, Nuce-
.sia and Pompeiim, at the celebration of a
combat of Gladiators exhibited by Li1vi-
NErvs REGguLus, whofe expulfion from
.the Senate I'have before recounted.. Now,as

;th::y teafed - amdt sratlied . qacke.other with the
) -ufual
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ufual “gibes and petulance of citizens; they
proceeded to bitternefs and inveétives, then to
rage and vollies of ftones, at.length to a general
encounter at arms. But to the’ Pompeian
pulace, who were the more powerful, the
vittory remained, as in théir territory too the
revel was exhibited.  Hence, numbers of thofe
of Nuccria were borne to Romc with mangled
and mutilated bodics 5 and ‘many arrived there
with complaints and wailings,  fome~ for thé
death of their fons, fomc for that of their fa-
thers. The cognizance of this affair was by
the Prince left to the Senate, by themy to the
Confuls, but rcturned again before the fathers;
who by a decrce difabled the Pompeians from
meeting in any fuch popular-concourfe for ten
years, and diffolved for ever the fraternitics
which they had inftituted againft the Law.
LiviNerus.and the other 1nccnd1ar1cs of the
riot were doomecd to exile. :
~ Peprus BLasus was alfo punifhed with. exs
pulfion from the Senate, at the fuit of the Cy-
renians, who urged that he had robbed the
trealure of AscuLaP1Us, and in the enrolling
of foldicrs, had been ooverned by price and
popularity. The fame Cyrenians brought a
charge againft' AcILius StriaB0, one who had
been invefted with the: Prsstorian power, and
fent as an arbitrator from. the Emperor CLAU-
pIUS to-adjuft and difcriminate the territorics
formerly. held by King ArroN, and by him
bequeathed, together with his whole ngdom 3
fo the Roman peoplc; 0r that the fame had
bccn
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been ufurped on every fide by the borderers,
who having thus enjoyed them a long while,
derived a claim of right from encroachment
and iniquity. STRABO, therefore, having ad-
judged the lands fo the Romans and expulfed
the invaders, much matter of popular hate
againft the arbitrator was thence adminiftered
to the Cyrenians. In anfwer to the charge
the Senate faid, * That to them the tenor of
¢ his commiffion from CrLAuDIUS was un-
«“ known, and they muft confult the Prince.”
NEero approved the arbitration of STRrABO,
but wrote back, « That he would neverthe-
« lefs relieve our confederates the Cyrenians,

“ and yield them up the ufurped pofleflions.”

~ THEREAFTER followed the deaths of thefe
illuftrious Romans, DomiTius AFER and MaR-
cus SERvILIUS, mien, who, for the fublime
dignijties of the ftate, which they had {wayed,
and for their own .abounding eloquence, had
flourithed in fignal credit. The firt was re-
nowned for a powerful Pleader, SERVILIUS
too for- his long {uccefs at the bar, and after-
wards for the Hiftory by him compiled of the
‘Roman -affairs, . as-alfo for the eclegance and
probity_of his life, which received frefh luftre
from the oppofite behaviour of ArEr, who in
parts and genius was _ his equal, but far diffe-
rent in life and manners.

During the fourth: Confulﬂnp of NEro
wath ConrNerIus :Cossus for his  collegue,
Quinquennial Games were inftituted at‘Romc,
aftcr the fathion of the prize-matches amongft
) thc
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the Greeks, and, like almoft all new inftitu-
tions, were varioufly reprefented. Some al-
ledged < That PomMPEY too was cenfured by
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¢ our anceftors, for having founded a perma-
nent Theatre : till thcn, the public fports
were wont to be exhibited from fcenes oc-
cafionally erected for the folemnity, to laft
no longer, and to be feen from feats fud-
denly reared ; or, if times more remote were
confulted, the people would be found to
have then beheld {uch reprefentations ftand-
ing, let, had they been indulged with feats,
they might have confumed whole days in
amufements of the theatre. In truth, the
primitive rule in reprefenting popular thews
would be preferved, were the fame ftill ex-
hibited by the Prztors, and no Roman citi-
zen whatever compelled to enter the public
lifts. But, now, the ancient ufages of our
country, wlnch had becen long decaym piece-
meal, were utterly obliterated by the pre-
valence of foreign fports and gratificationsy
Infomuch that at Rome might be feen, from
all quarters, whatever was capable of being
corrupted or of propagating corruption; the
Roman youth deviated into foreign ftudies,
frequented common wreftling-fchools, in-
dulged floth and purfued unnatural amours,
fince they were influenced by the example
and fupreme direction of Prince and Senate,
who not only granted licence to a torrent
of vice, but promoted it by authority and
cocrcion. Romans of the firflt rank, under

\ “ colour
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« golour of rchéaifing their poems and ha.
“.ratfgues, defiled ‘thenifelves with the practice
* oof the ftage. What remained further, un-
« Rfy they firipped themfelves naked, and
“gstmencing fenters, wiclded the whu‘lc-
“ bat, and, for niilitary glory and arms, ftudied
¢ thele theatrical skirmifhes for pay? Would
“ the Hands of Roman Knights, would thofe
“-entituled Aupnffans, mote worthily fulfil
‘e theéir high office of judiciture, by a nice
“ ear in the modulations of mufic, and by
“ applauding the foft fhakes #md thrills of
“Ngrosthroat? Nights as well as days were
“ beftowed tipon the infamous revel, that no
* portion of time might remain, for skrecen-
“ ing modefty and Ihame; but, in that huge
¢ aflembly, blended at random, every liber-
“ tine might dare to gratify by night what-
« ¢yer his concupifcence prompted hun to by
*“ day.”

Many othdrs were even well pleafed with
¢his diffolute paftime, but difguifed it however
under venerable names. ¢ Our anceftors too,
«'they alledged, had not abftained from the
t divertifement of public reprefentations,
¢ which were exhibited i a mannér fuitable
* to the fortune and revenue of that time,
¢ Thus from Tufcany . they procured players,
« from Thurium- the diverfion of racing; and
¢« after the econqueft of Greece and Afia, the
“ Roman fports were folemnized with greater
“ elegance and accuracy. Yet, in a courfe of
“ two hundrcd years, ever fince the triumph

€« OE
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“ of Luctus Mummtus, who firft prefented
“ the Romans with thefé foreign fhews, no
“ Roman of ingénuous birth had debafed him-
¢ felf to the bufinefs of the ftage. Nay, pub-
“ lic frugality too had been confulted, by rear-
“ ing a ftanding Theatre, much more than by
credling a great occafional edifice, at an im-
menfe expence, every year. Neither had
the Magiftrates occafion, henccforth, to ex-
hauft their private fortune, nor the pcople
to importune the Magiftrates for the exhi-
bition of the prize-combats of Grecce, fince
by the Commonwealth all the expence was
defrayed. Morcover, the prizes then gained
by Poets and Orators, would prove incen-
tives to the cultivation of genius: nor to
““ any one of thofe who fat judges there, could
‘it prove irkfome to lend his ear to the
“ rehearfal of generous produttions, and to
“ recreations altogcther lawful. A few nights
“ {pent upon this folcmmty once in the courfe
“ of five ycars, werc rather aflighed to diver--
“ fion, than to lewdnefs, during fuch a copi-
 ous blaze of lights, that-no fally of iniquity
“ could poflibly be concealed.” It is very
true, that/this revel efcaped frce from any
fignal a& of dithonour ; moreover, the popular
contention and zeal for the feveral actors, was
{fo moderate that it produced no fort of uproar.
For, though the Pantomimes were again re-
flored to the ftage, they were refirained from
the celebration of games which were held fa-
cxcd The prize of eloquence was borne away
- by
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by none, but the vitory was adjudged to Ntro.
The Grecian garb, wortn at fuch folemnities
by many, and generally railed at, waxed now
into-difufe. . ‘

- DUriING thefe tranfaltions, a Comet blazed,
a phenomenon which, according to the pet-
fuafion of the vulgar, always portends a change
of Kings. Hence, as if NERO had been already
depofed, it became, the topic of gencral in-
quiry, who {fhould be chofen to fucceed him,
and, by the univerfal voice on this occafion,
the name of RUBELLIUS PLAUTUS was re-
founded, one who by his mother-inherited the
nobility of the Julian race. He himfelf ob-
ferved the reverend manners of our anceftors,
fevere in his drefs, his houfc virtuous, regular;
and devoted to rctirement. But, the more re-
tired his apprehenfions made him to be, the
higher renown he acquired. The rumour was
heightened by a flath of lightning, which was
expounded with the like credulity and folly:
For, as NERro fat at mcat in a villa called Sub-
laqueum, upon the banks of the Simbruine
Lakes, lightning darted upon the repaft, fcat-
tered the difhes, and overthrew the table; and
as this cafualty happened in the neighbourhood
of Tivoli, from whence Praurus by his fa-
ther’s fide originally fprang, the people believed
him the man deftined to Empire by the Deities.
He was likewife favoured by many fuch whefe
ambition always hurrying, and for the moft
part deceiving them, engages them in novel
purfuits fraught with ambiguity and _dang‘gL

X )
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All this alarmed NEroO, who therefore figni-
fied to PLAUTUS by a letter, « That he would
“ do well to confult the tranquillity of Rome,
“ and withdraw himfelf from the reach of
“ thofe who malignantly defamed him. In
“ Afia he had ancient pofleflions, whete he
“ might enjoy the bloom of his life, free fiom
“all peril and the embroilments of ftate.”
Upon this warning, he retired thither, with
ANTIsTIA his wife and a few friends. In the
cour(e of thefe days, the inordinate propenfity
of NERO to unbounded voluptuoufnefs involved
him in much danger and infamy; for, as he
would needs {wim in the fource of the aque-
du& which fupplics the city, and detives its
name from (ANcus) Marcivs, the founder,
it was conftrued, that he had with an impure
body polluted the facred ftream, and profaned
the fanctity of the places and a dangerous ma-
lady immediately enfuing, afcertained the re- -
fentment of the Deities.

Now, CorBuLo judged it proper, after the
demolition of Artaxata, to improve the reign-
ing terror, and to fcize Tigranocerta; for that,
having once taken it, whether he were to raze
it or fave it, he fhould either infufe freth dread
into the foe, or fill them with the fame of his
clemency. Thus he marched towards it, but
committed no hotftilities, left he thould banifh
all hopes of pardon, nor yet receded from his
ufual difcipline, as he knew it to be a nation
additted to fudden changes; and, as in encoun-
tering dangers, dull and fpiritlefs; fo, in feats

Yovr. IL Rr of
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of perfidioufnef(s, dexterous and vigilant. The
Barbarians took various courfes, according to
their feveral humours. Some met him as fup-
plicants; others abandoned their dwellings, and
betook themfelves to the recefles of the defart;
feveral crept into caves, accompanied with
whatever was dearcft to them. The methods
therefore taken by the Roman General were
various as the occafions to the fupplicants he
extended mercy ; after the fugitives he ordered
quick purfuits. But towards thofc who had hid
themfelves in dens, he was rigoroufly feveres
for, with faggots and brufhes hc filled the
mouths and iflues of the caverns, and fet the
fame on fire. Then continuing his march
along the confines of the Mardians, he was
infulted by the pradatory bands of that people,
excrcifed in continual robberies, and protected
by their wild mountains againft reprizals and
invafions. But CorBuro, by pouring in the
Hiberians upon them, expofed them to deva-
ftation and {fword, and took vengeance of their
infolent hoftilities, at the expence of the blood
of forcigners.

Bur, though neither he, nor his army, was
any wifc impaired by fighting, they were both
fpent with continued travel and want, and
teduced to combat hunger with the ufe of flefh
alone. Add to thefe diftreffes, a {corching fum-
mer, extreme {carcity of water, mighty marches
evils which were extenuated only by the ex-
emplary patience of the General, who under-
went more hardfhips than any common foldier.
: - Thence
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Thence they arrived in places that were culti-
vated, where the ripened harveft furnithed grain -
for bread; and, as here ftood two caftles whi-
ther the Armenians had flocked for fan&uary,
onc was taken at once by ftorm ; the other,
having rcpulfed the firft onfet, was by a ficge
compelled to furrender. CorBULO pafled
next to the country of the Taurantes, where
he cfcaped a fudden and threatening danger s
for hard by his pavilion a Barbarian, armed
with a dagger, was apprehended, one of no
mean degree, who, upon the rack, unfolded
the order of the confpiracy, owned himfelf the
contriver, and difcovered his affociates, who,
being all convicted, fuffered the juft doom of
traitors, fuch who under the facred name and
profcflion of peace and friendfhip, were me-
ditating guile and blood. Not long aftcr, the
Ambafladors by him fent forward to Tigrano-
certa, returned with tidings, that the inhabi-
tants were bent upon {ubmitting to the Roman
authority, and their gates ftood open to reccive
the Roman army. At the fame time they pre-
fented him from the city with a golden crown,
as a token of hofpitality and friendly reception ;
an acknowledgment which he accepted with
all marks of honour, and in no one inftance
infringed the property or privileges of the
town, that thence they might perfevere in
their allegiance, being left in full cnjoyment

of their cftate. |
Bur the Royal citadel, which was 3 arrifoned
by a band of young men of refolute valour,
Rr 2 was



604 The Axxars Book XIV.

wids not maftered without blows. They even
ventured upon a fally, and joining battle with-
opt the walls, wete beaten back into their
fortification, whither, as our men forced an
entrance after them, they were obliged at laft
to yicld to the arms of the affailanits.  Thefe
entcrprizes werce the more eafily accomplithed,
tor that the Parthians werc .engaged the while
m a war with the Hyrcanians, a people who
had already {ent an embafly to the Roman Em-
puox to entreat his alliance, reprefenting it as
a pledge of their friendfhip to Rome, that they
had thus diverted the power of VOLOGESES.
As thefe Ambafladors were returning, that they
might not, by crofling the Euphrates, be in-
tercepted by the ftationary guards of the enemy,
Cor3svyLo furnifhed them with a convoy of
foldicts, who conduéted them as far as the
coaft of the Perfian gulf, from whence, with-
out touching the bounds of Parthia, they re-
turned in fafety to their native homes.
MOREOVER, as TIRIDATES had paffed
through Media, and thence invaded the ex-
treme parts of Armenia, CorRBULO, having
fent forward VERULANUs his Licutenant Ge-
neral; with the auxiliary troops, advanced him-
fclf at the head of the Legions lightly equip-
ped, and eonftraining the invader to retire
quite away from that Kingdom, deprived him
of all hopes from purfuing the war: having
likewife laid wafte, with fire and {laughter, all
thofe quarters which he had learnt were zea-
lous for that King, and therefore difaffeted to

us,
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us, he had already affurhed the complete pol-
feﬁlon and government of all Arrenia, when
TIGRANES arrived, 4 Prince preferred by
NERoO to that crown. He was a Cappadocian,
nobly defcended, and grandfon to King AR-’
CHELAUS ; but from the former lot of his lite,
having pafled many years at Rome in-the qua-
lity of a hoftage, his fpirit was miferably de-
bafed even to a degree of abjettnefs and fei-
v1hty: neither was he now rcccived into the
fovereignty with general unanimity, as amongft
feveral there ftill remained a lafting affe@ion
for the family of the Arfacides. However,-as
there were many who abominated the pride of
the Parthians, they preferred the accepting of
a King from the hands of the Romans. Upon
the new Monarch too was beftowed a body of
guards, namely, a thoufand legionary foldiers,
three Cohorts detached from our confederates,
and two wings of horfe, to fupport him in
maintaining his new rcalm. Several portions,
befides, of Armenia, were fubjetted to the
neighbouring Kings, to PHARASMANES, to
PorLEMoN, ARisTOBULUS and ANTIOCHUS,
according to the contiguity of the fame to
their refpettive dominions. CorBuULO having
compleated this fettlement, withdrew into Sy-
ria, a province affigned to lnm upon the death
of VINIDIUS the Tate Governor.

THE fame year, Laodicea, one of the capital
cities of ‘Afia, having been overthrown by an
earthquake, rofe again, by her own ability and
means, into her former luftre, unaflifted by
Yoo Rr 3 any
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any aid from wus. But, in Italy, the ancient
city of Puzzoli obtained from NEroO the pre-
rogative and title of a Colony. All the Ve-
terans. then difmiffed were ingrafted amongft
the-inhabitants of Tarentum and Antium, yet
cured not the defeét and thinnefs of people
there s for, many of thefe new-comers ftraggled
away to their old haunts in the provinces,
wherg, during their term of fervice, they had
quartered :_being, befides, never accuftomed to
engage in wedlock, or to rear children, they
lived wighout families, and died without po-
fterity. For, Colonies were not now eftab-
lihed as of old, when intire Legions were
tranfplanted thither with their Officers, Tri-
bunes and Centurions, and all the foldicrs in
their diftin& claffes; fo as they might from
ancient acquaintance and unanimity, fall na-
turally into the form of a Commonweal; but,
a medly of men, not known to each other,
now thrown togcther, without any ruler to
manage them, without mutual affeftion to
unite thcm and all detached from different
companics, like fo.many individuals fuddenly
amafled from fo many different races of men,

were rather a crowd than a Colony.
THE ele@tion of Prztors followed, a tranf-
altion. wont to bg fubjet to the ‘pleafure of
the Senate; butas this proceeded with unufual
vehemence and caballing, the Prince fettled
the contention, by preferring to the command
of a Legion the thtee candidates who exceeded
the fated numbcr He alfo_exalted: the dig-
nny
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nity of the Fathers, by ordaining, that, ¢ who-
<« ever thould appeal from the ftated judges to
¢« the Senate, thould be expofed to the hazard
« of forfeiting the fame {um of money as did
“ thofe who appealed to the Empcror.”  For,
hitherto this was left at large and free from all
penalty. At the clofe of the year Virivus
SEcuNDUs, a Roman Knight, was, upon the
accufation of the Moors, condcmncd for public
extortion, and expelled Italys for he efcaped a
feverer doom by rhe prevailing credit and opu-

lence of Visius CRispUSs, his brother.
During the Confulfthip of C£soN1Us P£TUS
and PETrONIUS TURPILIANUS, we {uffered a
cruel flaughter in Britain. In truth, asAvitus
the Governor- had done no more there than
{what I have alrcady obferved ) juft maintained
our former conqueﬁs fo his fucceflor VERA-
N1Us, having only in fome light incurfions
ravaged the territories of the Sllurcs was in-
tcrccpted by death from any further profecu-
tion of the war; a man indeed of high repu-
tation during his life, for fevere virtue and
manners; but by the file of his laft will, his
fervile ambition and court to power, became
notorious; for, after manifold flatterics beftowed
upon NERO, he added, ¢ that he thould have
« completely fubjetted That province to his
“ obedience, had his own life been prolonged
 for two years.” After him, SUETONIUS
PauLLiNus obtained the government of Bri-
tain, a competitor with CORBULO, in the
fcience of war, and in the voice of the popu-
Rr 4 lace,

[
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lage, who to every man of renown are fure to
create -a .rival. He hoped too, by fubduing
that fierce enemy, to reap equal glory to that
which the other derived from the recovery of
Armcnia. He therefore prepared to fall upon
the ifle of Anglefey, powerful in inhabitants,
and a common refuge to the revolters and fu-

gitives. He built, for that end, boats with
" broad flat bottoms, the eafier to approach a
fhore full of fhallows and uncertain landings;
upon thefe the foot were embarked ; the horfe
followed partly by fording, partly by {wim-
ming.

ON the appofite fhore ftood the enemy’s
army, compact with men and arms: amongft
them were women running franticly to and
fro, refembling the wild tranfports of furies;
difmally clad in funeral apparel, their hair dif-
heveled, and torches in their hands. Round
the hoft alfo appeared their Priefts the Druids,
with their hands lifted up to hcaven, uttering
bitter and direful imprecations; and from the
firangene(s of the {pectacle, ftruck the f{pirit of
the quan foldiers with great difmay; info-
much that, as if all the¢ir limbs had been be-
numbed, they ftood motionlefs, with their
bodies cxpofed, like marks, to wounds and
darts, till, by the repeated exhortations of the
General, as well as by mutual incitements from
one anothcr they were at laft roufed to fhake
off the fcandalous terror infpired by a band of
raving women, and fanatic pricfts; and thus
advagcing thcu cnﬁons, they dlfcomﬁted all

that
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that refited, and involved them in their own
fires. A garrifon was thercafter eftablithed over
the vapquifhed, and the groves cut down by
them dedicated to deteftable fuperftitions; for
there they facrificed captives, and, in order to
difcover the will of the Gods, confulted the
entrails of men; practices of cruelty by them
accounted holy. While SUETONIUS was
thus employed, tydings were brought him of
the fudden revolt of the Province.
PrAsUTAGUs, the late King of the Icenians,
a Prince long renowned for his opulence and
grandeur, had by will left the Emperor joint
heir with his own two daughters; as by fuch
a fignal inftance of loyalty, he judged he fhould
purchafc a fure prote&tion to his Kingdom and
family, againft all injury and violence. A
fcheme which produced an effe@t fo intirely
contrary, that his realm was ravaged by the
Centurions, and his houfe by flaves; as if both
his houfe and realm had been the juft {poils of
war. Firft of all Bouprcea his wife under-
went the ignominious violence of ftripes, and
his daughters that of conftupration; and, as
though the entire region had been bequeathed
to the plunderers, all the principal Icenians
were f{poiled of their ancient pofleflions, and
the Royal relations of the late King, were kept
and treatgd as flaves. Enraged by all this con-
tumelious tyranny, and dreading oppreilions
ftill more fevere, fince they were thus reduced
into a provinces; they flew unanimoufly to
arms, having animated the Trinobantes to join
- in
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in the revolt, as‘well as all others who were
not yet broken by the yoke of fervitude, and
had fecretly confpired to recover their original
liberty. Their moft implacable enmity was
towards the Veterans; lately tranflated to the
Colony of Camalodunum; for, thefe new
guefts had thruft them out of thceir houfes, ex-
terminated them from their native lands, and
treated them with the vile titles of captives
and flaves. Thefe outrages too of the Vete-
rans; were abetted by the common foldiers,
from their {imilitude of life and mclmanon
and in hopes of enjoying the fame Jicentious
fitnation. Morcover, the Temple built and
dedicated to the deified CLAUDIU s, was by
them regarded as the bulwark of a dommatlon
cftablithed over them without end. Befides
that the Priefts, culled out for miniftring in the
Temple, under the cloak of Religion, de-
. voured their whole {ubftance. Neither did-it
appear an arduous undertaking to extirpate a
Colony no wife fecured by fortifications s a
provifion little minded by our Commanders,
who had confulted accommodation and plca-
fure antecedently to advantage and fecurity.
DvuRri1NG thefe tranfaltions, the Statue of
Vifory at Camalodunum, without any vifible
violence, tumbled down with her face turned
round 5 as if by it he berokened ‘her yielding
to'the enemy: There were women too who,
trarifported with: oracular fury, chanted de-
ftrultion to be at hand. In the place where
thcy affermnbled for the bufinefs of the public,
the
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the accent and tumuttuous murmurs of ftrangers
were heard ; their Theatre ecchoed with difmat
howlings, and, in the lakes formed by the
tides refifting the Thames, a reprefentation was
feen of a Colony overthrown. The fea too
appeared all dyed with blood, and at the de-
parture of the tide, phantom‘s of human bo-
dies appeared left behind upon the firand.
From which omens, as the Britons derived
matter of hope and joy, {o did the Veterans
matter of heavinefs and fear. But, becaufe Sue-
TONIUS was at a great diftance, they foughe
{uccours from Catus DEcranus, Procurator
of the province, who yet fent them no more
than two hundred men, nor thefe completely
armed; and, in the Colony itfelf, was but a
fmall handful of foldiers. The Veterans not
only relied upon the fhelter and ftrength of
the Temple, but were fruftrated in their mea-
fures by fuch as were fecret accomplices in the
revolt; hence they had neither fecured them-
felves by a ditch or pallifade, nor removed
their women and old men, referving only thofe
of youth and vigour for their defence. So that;
utterly unprepared, and as void of circumfpec-
tion as if full peace had reigned, they were
befet and cut off by a vaft hoﬁ of Barbarians.
In truth, every thing in the Colony yiclded to
inftant violence, and was razed or burnt; only
the Temple, whither the (oldiers were retired
in a body, flood a two days fiege, and was
then taken by ftorm. Moreover, PETILIUS
Czpriarts, Commander of the ninth Legion,

as
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3s_he advanced to relieve his. friends, was met
and encountered by the victorious Britons, his
Legion routed, and all his infantry flain. Cg-
RIALLs, with the horfe, efcaped to the Camp,
and there defended himfelf in his entrench-
ments. CaTus the Procurator, terrified with this
ruin and flaughter, and with theuniverfal hate of
the province, which by his rapacious avarice he
had driven into hoftility, fled over into Gaul.
Bux Surron1us, with marvellous bravery,
marched through the heart of the enemy quite
to London, a city in truth not diftinguifhed
with the title of a Colony, but highly famed
for the vaft conflux of traders, and her abun-
dant commerce and plenty. Here he was de-
liberating about fettling his head quarters in
this place, and chufing it for the feat and centre
of the war; but, refleting upon the thin num-
ber- of his foldiers, and well warned by the
temerity of PETILIUS fo fignally chaftized, he
refolved to abandon it, and, with the lofs of
one town, to fave the whole province. Nor
could the tears and wailings of numbers im=
ploring his prote&tion, divert him from order-
ing the fignal for departure to be founded:
Into part of his forces he affumed all thofa
who would accompany him; whoever ftaid
behind, whether detained by the weaknefs of
their fex, by the unweildinefs of old age, or by
the charms of the place, fell, without excepfion;
by the rage of theenemy. The like flaughter
befell the municipal city of Verulaminm. For,
the Barbarians, who were chagrge with plun-
o der,
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der, but cold and daftardly in other exploits
of war, omitted to attack forts and garrifonss
but, where-ever there was abundant booty,
eafy fo be feized by the {poiler, dangerous to
be defended by the owner, thither they carried
theiranimofity and arms. In the feveral places
which I have mentioned, it appeared that fe-
venty thoufand fouls had perifhed, all Romans,
or the confederates of Rome. For, the enemy:
neither made, nor fold, nor exchanged pri-
foners, nor obferved any other law of wars
but upon all cxercifed mortal fury, by prefent
killing, gibbetting, burning and crucifying, with
the defpcratc cagernefs and precipitation of
men, who were fure of undergoing a terrible
doom and refolved, by anticipated vengeance,
to fpﬂl the blood of others before their own:
were {pilt.
- SueToN1US had already an army of nigh
ten thoufand men; namely, the fourtecenth Le-
gion, with the Veterans of the twenticth, and
auxiliaries from the quarters next adjoinings
fo that, relinquithing all further delay, he pre-
pared for encountring the enemy in battle, and
chofe a place which ftretched out before intoa
hollow and narrow vale, with fteep fides, and
was behind girt in with a wood. He was tho-
roughly apprized, that in the front only the
whole forces of the enemy were to be expeéted,
and that the fpace between was a plain bot-
tom, where no ftratagems nor ambufhes were
to be dreaded. He therefore drew up the Le-
gionary foldicrs into clofe ranks, fuftained them
with
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with the foldiery lightly armed, and on each
wing placed the cavalry. The Britith army
were every where exulting and bounding in
great feparate bands, fome of horfe, fome of
foot, and exhibited in all a multitude fo vaft
as hitherto was not parallelled. They were even
animated by a {pirit {o confident and fierce, that
with them they had alfo brought their wives,
to be fpettators of their vittory, and ftowed
them in their waggons, which they had placed
round the extremity of the camp.

Boupbicea was carried about in a chariot,
where before her fat her two daughters. Tra-
verfing the field, from nation to nation, the to
all declared, ¢ That it was, in truth, ufual to
“ the Britons to war under the condu&t of
women; yet, upon this occafion, the affumed
not the authority of one defcended from
fuch mighty anceftors; nor aimed to revenge
the lofs of her Kingdom, and that of her
¢ Royal opulence bafely plundered; but, the
“ then appeared upon the fame foot with one
« of the vulgar, and fought vengeance for the
« oppreflion of public liberty, for the ftripes
inflicted upon her perfon, for the defilement
of her virgin daughters. To fuch height was
<« the wild fury and concupifcence of the Ro-
“ mans advanced, that neither the perfons of
individuals, nor even old age, nor even ten-
der maidens could efcape their rage and
“ contamination. The incenfed Deities were
“ however ready to aid the juft fword of ven-
“ geance; by it a Legion, which dared to

“ tempt
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“ tempt an engagement, had- already fallen;
the reft skulked behind the entrenchments
of their camp, or were devifing on every
fide which way to fly: nor would they be
able to dear even the uproar and fhouts of
{o many thoufand men, how much lefs their
impetuous onfet and vengeful arms:? If the
Britons would furvey the number of men
under arms; if they would well weigh the
affe€ting caufes of the war; they would find,
that in that battle they muft remain utterly
victorious, or utterly perifh. Such was the
firm purpofc of her who was a woman. The
men, if they pleafed, might ftill cnjoy life
and bondage.”

NeITHER was SUETON1US filent at a junc-

ture fo perillous, and though he confided in
the bravery of his men, yet failed not to join
to it the force of exhortations mixed with
entrcaties, < to defpife the favage dinn and
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clamour of the Barbarians, with all their im-
potent menaces. In that great hoft were to
be feen more weak women than vigorous
men, an unwarlike hoft, deftitute of arms,
and dxfpofed to inftant ﬂxoht as foon as thcy
came to experience again the fame vitto-
rions bravey and feel which by fo many
defeats theyqxad proved. Even, in an army
compofed of many Legions, the glory of
difcomfiting the foe remained always to a
few ; hence it would redound to their pe-
culiar glory, that though but a fmall band,
they thould reap all the renown which could

‘“accrue
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* accrue to a great and complete army. They
“ were only to keep condenfed in their ranks,
“ and having firft difcharged their darts, clofe
¢ in, and with the navels of their fhields and
“ edge of their {fwords, purfue the defeat and

< flaughter.  Of the {poil they muft have no
< thought, fince after viGory, to their fharc of

«¢ courfe would fall {poil, and honour, and all
« things.”

~ EvERy part of the General’s fpeech was fol-
lowed by fuch fignal ardour in his men, with

{uch promptnefs had the old foldiers, men

long inured to all the arts and events of battle,
already affumed a proper pofture for weilding
and darting their javelins, that SUETONTUS, a3
certain of the iflue, gave the fignal for onfet.
First of all, the Legion kept their ground
immoveable, and ftill fheltered themfclves, as
with a bulwark, within the natural ftreights of
the place, till the enemy had advanced within

‘arrow fhot, and exhaufted all their darts. Upon

this advantage, they ruthed out upon them, as
it were with the force and keennefs of a wedge;
cqual was the impetuofity of the auxiliarics:
The horfe too, advancing with a battlement
of pikes, utterly broke and overthrew what-
ever quarters of the foc exerted any refiftance

and ftrength; for, all the reft tuthed their backs,

but found it difficult to efcape; the inclofure
made by their own carriages had obftructed

‘their flight.  Such too was the fury of the fol-

diers, that they fpared not even the lives of

women; nay, the very beafts efcaped nor, but

were
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were pierced with darts, and ferved to fwell
the mighty heaps of the dead. Signal was the
glory that day gained, and equal to the victo-
ries of the ancient Romans; for there are
authors who record, that of the Britons were
flain almoft eighty thoufand, of our men about
four hundred, with not many more wounded.
Boupicea ended her life by poifon. Pok-
N1us Postumus too, Camp-Marfhal to the
fecond Legion, upon tidings of the exploits
and fuccefs of the fourteenth and twentieth,
as he had defrauded his own of equal honour,
and, contrary to the laws of military duty, dif-
obeyed the orders of his General, ran himfelf
through with his {word.

THE whole army was thereafter drawn to-
gether, and kept the field under tents, in order
to finith the rcmains of the war. Their forces
were moreover augmented by NEro, who fent
them from Germany two thoufand Legionary
foldiers, eight Cohorts of auxiliaries, and a
thoufand horfe. By their arrival the ninth Le-
gion was fupplied with a Legionary recruit;
the auxiliary Cohorts and wings of the cavalry
were pofted in new winter quarters; and thus,
which ever of the feveral nations appeared
hoftile or fufpicious, were fubjeéted to the de-
vaftations of fire and {word. But famine, above
all other calamities, afflited the foe, who had
-negleted to cultivate the ground; and, as thofe
of every age were bent upon the war, they had
defigned to appropriate our ftores to their own
ufe. Befides, that this people, by nature won-

Yor. IL ST derfully
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derfully ftubborn, were become more back-
ward to peace, from the behaviour of JuLius
CLAssICIANUS, who was come as fucceflor to
CaTUs, and, being at variance with SueTo-
N1vs, obftrutted the public good to gratify
private pique. "~ Thus he had every-where pub-
difed, ¢ That another Governor was to be ex-
$¢ pe@ted, who, free from the wrath of anenemy,
& free from the arrogance of a conqueror,
« would by merciful meafures enfure the {ub-
“ miflion of the province.” At the fame
time, he tranfmitted advice to Rome,  That
¢ unlefs a fucceflor were fent to SUETONIUS,
« there never would be an end of war;” and,
while he charged all the difafters of that Ge-
“neral upon bafenefs of conduét, he afcribed all
his conquefts and fuccefs to the aufpicious for-

‘tune of the Republic.
- HENcE PorycLETUS, one of the Imperial
freedmen, was difpatched to infpet the con-
dition of Britain; a proje&t from which NEro
“conceived mighty hopes, that by the -authority
‘of his domeftic, “private amity between the
Governor and Procurator would not only be
cffetted, but the hoftile {pirits of the revolted
-Barbarians reconciled to peace. Nor wasPoLy-
-CLETUSs backward to the employment, thus
:far at Jeaft, that-having travelled through Italy
-and Gaul, and.oppreflfed both .with his enor-
“mous train, thence crofling the channel, he
-marched in fuch awful ftate, that even to our
-own foldiers.he became a terror.  But, to the
~enemy he proved an objett of derifign ; for,
as
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as amongft them popular liberty even then
reigned, they were hitherto utter ftrangers to
the power of manumifed bondmen. - They
were likewife amazed, that a General and
army, who had finithed fo formidable a war,.
thould themfelves be fubfervient to flaves.
The whole affair, however, was reported to
the Emperor in a favourable light; fo that
SUETON1US was continued in the government.
But, after having ftranded a few gallics, and
loft the men who rowed them, as if this acci-
dent had been a proof that the war fill fab.
fitted, he was ordered to refign his army to
PErroN1Us TurrrLianvs, who had juft
ended his Confulthip ; a Commander who, as
he neither offered to the foe any at of hofli-
lity, nor from them received any infult, be-
ftowed upon fuch ftupid inadtion the worthy
appellation of Pecace.

THIs fame year were perpetrated at Rome
two glaring iniquities, onc by a Scnator, the
other by the defperate hand of a flave. Do-
MITIUS BALBUSs had fuftained the dignity of
Prxtor, and his wealth and childlefnefs, added
to his exceeding age, cxpofed him to the ma-
chinations of villainy. Hence a will was forged
in his name by VALER1Us FAaB1aNvus his kinf-
man, one nominated to public ofhces; who
took into the combination Vincius Ruri-
‘NuUs, and TErReNTIUS LENTINUS, both Ro-
man Knights. With them were aflociated in
the fame caufe ANTONIUS PRIMUS, and Asi-
N1Us MARCELLUS, ANTONIUs a man of a

S{2 - prompt
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prompt daring fpirit; MARCELLUs fignal in
his defcent, as on him devolved the luftre of
his great grand-father AsiN1us PoLL1O; nor
paffcd he himfelf for a defpicable perfon in his
own condudt, fave that he believed poverty to
be of all evils the heavieft and moft fevere.
Fapranvus therefore, in confederacy with thofe
whom [ have mentioned, and others of lefs
note, fealed and witnefled the teftament. A
fraud of which they were convicted before the
Senate. ThusFaB1ianus and ANToN1US, with
Rurinus and TERENTIUS, were all doomed
to the penalties of the Cornelian law. In be-
half of MArCELLUS, the illuftrious memory of
his anceftors, with the entreaties of NEro, pre-
vailed, and procured him an exemption rather
from punithment than infamy. The fame day
involved PompEI1USs A L1aANUS tooin his doom,
a young man once invefted with the dignity
of Quaftor, but now charged with being privy
to the vile praltices of FAB1ANUS 5 thus he was
interdicted Italy, as alfo the place of his nati-
vity Spain.  Upon VALER1Us PoNTICUS was
inflicted the like ignominious fentence; for
that he had arraigned the delinquents at the
tribunal of the Prxtor, on purpofe to fave
them from being impleaded before the Go-
vernor of Rome, and would have eluded the
punithment through the falfe glofles of law,
nay at laft had meditated their efcape by mani-
feft collufion and double dealing. To the
decrec of penalties therefore the Senate added,
¢ That whoever fhould take a price for fuch

“ vile
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¢« vile employment, or whofocver thould pro-
¢ curc it at a price, fhould be involved in the
¢ fame penalty with one publicly condemned
¢ for calumny.”

Nor long after PEpANIUS SEcuNDUSs, Go-
vernor of Rome, was murdered by a flave of
his own, either upon refufing him his liberty,
for which he had bargained at a certain price,
or that he was cnraged by a jealous paflion for
a pathic, and could not bear his Lord for a
rival. Now, fince according to the ftrict infti-
tutions of antiquity, the whole family of {laves,
who upon fuch occafion abode under the fame
roof, muft inevitably be adjudged to the pains
of death; fuch was the uproar and conflux of
the populace, zealous to fave {fo many inno-
cent lives, that it proceeded even to {edition.
In the Senate itfelf there were different opi-
nions, fome were for the popular fide, againft
fuch exceflive rigour ; while many would ad-
mit no innovation or abatcment. Of thefe
lat was Carus Cassius, who, leaving the
queftion then under debate, reafoned in this
manner :

« Many times have I aflifted, Confcript Fa-
% thers, in this auguft affembly, when ncew
¢ decrees of Senate have been demanded, con-
¢ trary to the laws and eftablithments of our
“ fore-fathers, without fetting myfclf to op-
“ pofc fuch demands; not from any doubt
¢ that, in tranfaltions of every kind, the pro-
“ vifions made of old were not morc judi-
¢ cious and upright, and whenever they were

S{3 “ changed,
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changed, for the worfe they were changed.
But I forbore, left I fhould fcem, from an
immoderate fondnefs for primitive rules, to
magnify my own zcals befides, whatever
weight I may have, I judged ought not to
be forfeited, by engaging in ﬁcq 1ent oppo-
fitions, but to be referved in full vigour
againft any emergent conjunéture, when the
Commonwealth fhould ftand in nced of
council ; a conjunéture which this very day
has produced. A Scnator of Confular rank
is murdered in his own houfe by the treach-
ery of one of his own flaves; a treachery
which was by none of the reft prevented,
by none of them difclofed, although over
their heads was hanging fill in full force
the decree of Senate, which denounced to
the whole domeftic tribe the pains of death.
In the name of the Gods, afcertain by a de-
cree the defired impunity. But then, what
fecurity will any man derive from his dig-
nity, when even the Government of Rome
fecured not him who poflefled it? Who
will be protedted by the number of his {laves,
when a band of four hundred afforded no
protelion to PEpaNIus SEcuNDUs? To
which of us will our domeftics, upon any
occafion, adminifter aid, when ‘they tegard
not our lives, even where for their neglect
capital terrors threaten theirs? or has, in
truth, what fome without bluthing feign,
the murderer only taken vengeance for in-
juries received ? Had this flave any difpute

« about
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about his paternal patrimony? or_had he
inherited from his prooemtors the bondman
his pathic? Let us even’declare that his
Lord was rightfully killed. Though it be
ftrange we fhould hunt after arguments in
an affair determined by our wifer ariccftors !
yet fuppofe the queftion were now firft to
be decided ; ftill do you believe that a vin-
dictive flave could defperately defign to kill
his Lord, yet not a menacing word fall
from him? was nothing rafhly uttered by
him? Be it fo, that he cffectually hid his
bloody purpofe, be it fo, that he prepared
the bloody inftrument in the midft of his
fellows, all ignorant of his ends. Bur ftill,
could he pafs through the guard of {laves at
the chamber door, open thofe doors, bring
in a light, perpetrate the aﬁ'aﬂmatxon un-
known to thcm all} Many murdelous de-
figns are prevented by our flaves; and while
they make fuch difcoveries, though we are
but individuals, we can live fately amongft
many, and owe our {ccurity to their cares
or if at laft we muft perith by them, the
blood of many traitors fha]l atonc for ours.
By our anceftors the fpirit of their f{laves
was always fufpeéted, even of {uch as were
born in their private territories, nay, in their
houfes, and bad with their milk fucked in
a tendernefs for their Lords. And fince we
are come to entertain in our familics nations
of flaves, inured to their national rites wide-

ST 4 “ly



624 The An~nars Book XIV,

¢ ly different from ours, and addited to ftrange
¢ Religions, or obferving none; it is impofli-
¢ ble to curb fuch a promifcuous rabble, with-
¢ out the intervention of exemplary terrors.
“ But with the guilty fome innocents muft
perith. Yes; and fo it is in an army, which,
after a fhameful rout, are punithed with de-
cimation, where to be baftinaded to death,
is often the lot of the faultlefs and brave.
Somewhat there is grievous and unjuft in
every great exertion of juftice, where pri-
vate fuffcrings are compenfated by public
 utility.”

Tars judgment of Cassius, which no par-
ticular Senator durft venture to combat, was
yet oppofed by the diffenting murmurs of fuch
as thps uttered their compaflion for thofe in-
volved in it, for their number, for the age of
fome, for the fex of others, for the undoubted
innocence of moft. It was however carried
by the party who adjudged all to the pains of
dcath. A judgment which yet it was impof-
fible to execute 5 for the populace were flocked
- tumultuoufly together, and threatening to fall
on with ftones and firebrands. NERro there-
fore reprimanded the people by an edi&, and
with lines of foldiers fecured all the way through
which the condemned were led to execution.
CiNGoN1Us VARRO had moved, that the freed-
men too, who abode under the fame roof,
fhould be for ever expelled Italy; but this was
prohibited by the Prince, who urged, * That

' - ¢ fince



Book XIV. of TACITUS. 623

« fince the rigorous ufage of antiquity had not
« been mollified by mercy, it ought fiot to be
« heightened by cruelty.”

DurinG the fame Confuls, TARQUITIUS
Priscus was, at the fuit of the Bithynians,
condemned for public rapine, to the infinite
gratification of the fathers, who well remem-
bered, that by him had been accufed StaTI-
Livs Taurus, his own Proconful in Africa.
Morcover, a general poll was taken, and a
general rate impofed, throughout both the
Gauls ; an employment executed by QUINTUS
Vorustus, SEXT1Us AFRICANUS, and TRE-
BELLIUS MAaXIMus, and, in it, much conten-
tion arofe between Vorusius and AFRICA-
NUs, two men who were competitors in nobi-
lity and rank ; for TREBELLIUS, while, in this
their firife, he was negle&ted by both, they
jointly contributed to render him fuperior to
cither.

THE {ame year, MEMuMIus REGULUs finifhed
his days, a man for his eminent authority and
firmnefs of mind, in fignal eftimation; and,
as far as the luftre of a citizen is not darkened
by the thade and high ftation of the Emperor,
the diftin@ion which he bore was fplendid
and fublime ; infomuch that, when NERO was
once under the preflure of ficknefs, and the
flatterers about him were lamenting, ¢ That,
< if the illnefs proved fatal, there muft be an
¢« end of the Empire with that of his life;”
he replied, « That to the Republic there would
<« ftjll remain a certain refuge. 7 And, asthey

' then
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then a;kcd ¢ In whom chlcﬁy, he added,
“ MEmMyius REGuLUs.” Yet REGULUS pre-
ferved his life after all this, under the protec-
tion of his own quiet fpmt s befides that he
denved his quality” from a recent ftock, and
‘was no wife obnoxious for his wealth. This
yedar too NEro inftituted an Athletic fchool,
and to the Knights and Scnators, for thcir
exercifes there, prefented anointing oil, ac-
co.rdmo to thc wanton ‘ufages of the rev clhno
'G:ccksv f o

Ix the Confulfhip of Pusr1us Marius and
Lucius AsiNius, the Prator ANTISTIUS, Wwhofe
arbitrary adminitration in the Tubunc{hlp of
the people I have remembered, framed a Poem
full of inve&ives againft the Prince, and ex-
pofcd it to a numerous aflembly, then ban-
queting in the houfe of OsTorRI1US ScaPULA.
Hence he was arraigned upon the Law of vio-
lated Majefty, by Cossutianus CariTo, who,
at the requeft of TiceLriNus his father-in-
law, had acquired the dignity of Senator. This
Law, after long difufe, was upon this occafion
firft revived, though it was belicved, that thence
the doom of ANTISTIUS Was nat {o much
intended, as mattcr of rcnown to the Em-
peror; for, that, when the Senate had capi-
tally condemned him, C£sar meant, by in-
terpofing his Tribunitial power, to fave him
from the pains of death. Now, as the cvi-
dence delivered by OsToRIUS Wwas, that he had
heard nothing at all of the imputed crime, the

contrary teftimony of other witnefles was cre-
dited,
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dited, and JuN1us MARULLUS Conful elet,
voted that * The accufed fhould be divefted
« of his Pratorfhip, and executed, according
« to rigour of antiquity.” The reft too were
concurring with the fame vote, when P&TUS
THRASEA, after much honourable commenda-
tion of NEro, and many bitter reproaches
upon ANTISTIUS, argued, That whatever
« feverity the guilt of the perfon accufed might
“ merit, yet an adequate meafure of punifh-
ment was not what they were now to ad-
“ judge, under a Prince fo excellent, and while
« the Senate in its decifions was under no con-
« troul. Halters and executioners were ter-
« rors long fince abolithed 5 moreover, by the
« laws penal fentences were already prefcribed,
« in conformity to which, punifhments mighe
« be pronounced without bringing the judges
<« under the imputation of cruclty, or the times
« under that of infamy. What thercfore re-
« mained, but to fentence his eftate to confif-
« cation, and_him to exile in an ifland? whence
« the longer he protracted his guilty life, the
« greater private mifery he muft endure, him-
{clf, however, a fingular example of public
*¢ clemency.”

Tue freedom of THRASEA broke the bon-
dage which hung upon the minds of otherss
fo that after the Conful had given lecave to
divide by difceflion 2, all but a few went
readily into thc motion of THRASEA. Of'thefe

«

[44

2 Namely, to go over to him whofe vote they approved.
few
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few was VITELLIUS, moft abandoned to ftrains
of flattery, one whofe cuftom it was to be
carping at every upright man, and awed into
filence by every replys a condu& ufual to
flavith fpirits. The Confuls however not dare-
ing to give the laft fan&ion to the decree of
Senate, wrote the Emperor an account of their
unanimity ; and the account affe¢ted him, info-
much that he hefitated a while, between thame
and refentment; at laft he returned an anfwer,
« That ANTIsTIUS, unprovoked by any injury,
¢ had uttered many grievous afperfions upon
< the Prince s and, for thefe afperfions proper
« vengeance had been required from the Se-
“ nate. Neither would it have becen more
-« than juft judgment, to have ordained a pu-
« nithment fuitable to the enormous meafure
« of the iniquity. For himfclfs as he would
« have certainly oppofed any rigorous doom,
< if fuch they had decreed, he would no wife
< fruftrate their mercy and moderation. De-
« termine therefore they might, as to them
¢ feemed beft; nay, from him they had full
“ Jeave to pronounce a fentence of acquittal.”
By the recital of thefe expreflions, with others
in the like ftrain, his difplcafure appeared no-
torious ; yet neither did the Confuls vary the
ftate of the queftion, nor THRAsEA dcpart from
his motion, nor any of the reft defert the mea-
fures which by their aflent they had approved.
Some would not, by a feverer fentence, feem
to cxpofe the Prince to popular malignity ;
many placed their fafety in their numbers:

THRASEA
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THRASEA was governed by his wonted firm-
nefs of foul, and {corned to forfeit his illu-
ftrious renown. E

For an offence much like the former, FAi-
BRICIUS VEIENTO was involved in a heavy
profecution ; ¢ for that he had compiled a long
“ train of invectives againft Senators and Pon-
« tiffs, and inferted the fame in the rolls to
¢ which he had given the title of Codicils, or
“ Jaft will.” To this charge it was added by
TaLius GEMINUs his accufer, ¢ That he had
“ made conftant traffic of the Prince’s bounty
“ and favours, and turned into purchafe and
« fale the right of occupying the great offices
« of the ftate;” an argument this that deter-
mined Nero to adjudge his caufe in perfon.
VE1ENTO being convitted, the Emperor ba-
nithed him from Italy, and doomed to the
flames thefe his writings, which were univer-
fally fought and read, while it was dithcult to
find them, and dangerous to keep them.; after-
wards, from the frcedom and impunity of
poflefling them, they funk into neglet and
oblivion. ‘

BuT while the public evils waxed every day
more poignant, the fupports of the public be-
came leflened, and BURRRHUS yicelded to his laft
fate ;5 nor is it certainly known whether by

poifon or a difcafe. The latter was imagined’

from hence, that a {welling which began in
his throat increafed inwardly by degrees, till
by a total ftoppage of refpiration he died f{uffo-
cated. Many afferted, that by the order of

NERo,

-
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NERo, under appearance of applying a remedy,
his*palate and glands were fomented with fome
venomous medicine, and that BURRHvus having
ptreeived the deadly fraud, when the Prince
came-to vifit him, turned his face and eyes an-
éther way, and to all his repcated inquiries
about his heatth, returned no other anfwer but
this, I am well. Great and permanent at
Rome was the fenfe of his lofs, as well through
the. memory ‘of his own virtue, as from the
charaders of his -fucceflors, onc innocent and
heavy; the other black with all the moft fla-
grant iniquitics and defilements  For, NERO
had created two captains of the Praxtorian
guards, FENIUSs RUFUs, in compliment to the
populace, who loved him for -his difintercfted
adminiftration in the f{uper-intendency of the
public ftores, as alfo SoroN1Us TIGELLINUS,
purely from partiality to the inveterate lewd-
nefs and infamy of the man; for pollution
.and infamy were the charaerifti¢ of TIGEL-
LINUs. Henée “his ' fuperior ‘{way over the
{pirit -of  N'ERO;* as ‘one aflumed into power
from an intimacy in all the fecret fallies of his
Ioft. Rurus' was diftinguithed in the city and
foldiery with poputar eftimations-a charatter
which brought himunder diftate with NeRo.

' THE death-of - BUurrRHUS -quite overthrew the
authority of SENECa, as righteeus meafures had
no longer the'fame fuccours now the other
champion of virtue ‘was removed; and the

cart of NErRO was attached to men altogether
wicked and depraved. Thefe combined to

affail
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affail SeNEcA with criminal imputations mani-
fold; as, < -That he had already accumulated
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wealth ‘incredible, far furpafling the mea-
fureof a citizen, and. was ftill accumulating
more: that from the Emperor he was labour-
ing to withdraw the véneration of the Ro-
man people : nay, fuch wére the charms of
his gardens, fuch the magnificence of his
{eats, as if in them he aimed even to excel
the Emperor.  To himfclf alone he agro-
gated the praifc and perfection of cloquence;
and, ever fincc Nero became infpired with
a paflion for verfifying, SENEca had em-
ployed himfelf, with unufual afliduity, in
the fame.ftudy : for, to the bodily recrea-
tions of the Prince, he had declared an open
enmity,, and hence difparaged his vigour and
skill in the managing horfes, hence turned
his voicc into mockery, whenever he fung;
all with this view, that in the whole Re-
public there fhould nothing occur fignal or
{fublime, .which was not by him introduced
and devifed. Surely NErO was paffed the
weaknefs of childhood, and arrived at his
prime of youth: he ought now to” depofe
his pedagogue, and truft only to the docu-
ments conveyed to him by tutors fifficiently
famous, his own mighty anceftors.”

SENECA was not unapprized of the efforts

of his calumniators, the fame being difclofed
to him by fuch as ftill retained fome concern
for truth and honour; but, as the Empcror

‘manifefted daily more {hynefs, and lefs affabi-

lity 5
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lity 5 he befought an hour of audience, and
having obtained it, began thus: ¢ This is the
“ fourteenth year finee 1 was fitft afligned to
« cultivate thy promifing and princely fpirit,
« CASsAR, and the e¢ighth fince thy advance-
“ ment to the Empire. During this whole
« feries of time, fo mighty and fo many are
« the honours and riches which thou haft
« fhowered down upon me, that, to my abun-
« dant felicity, nought is wanting but fome
“ bouiids and moderation. To corroborate
“¢ this addrefs, I fhall quote great examples, and
< illuftrious names, fuch as are adapted, not
“ to my ftation and fortune, but to thine.
¢« AycusTus, from whom thou art the fourth
« in defcent, granted to MARcCUs AGRIPPA
¢ léave to retrcat to Mitylene, and to Carvus
¢« MaceNaAs he dllowed, everd in Rome, a
¢ rccefs as complete as in any remote country
« he could have enjoyed 5 the former his com-
¢ panion in the war, the other long hataffed
¢« at Rome with occupations manifold, both
¢ by him diftinguithed with fuch remunera-
¢ tions as were glorious, in truth, yet fignally
« due to their tranfcendent worth and fervices.
« For myfelf, by what merit could I pretend
<« to incite that boundlefs munificence of thine,
<« other than mine own folitary ftudies, formed,
« if I may fo {peak, and nourithed in obfcu-
« rity? and even from them this glory is de-
« yolved upon me, that in the feafonings of
« literature I am thought to have initiated thy
« youth; a fublime reward alone for fuch
)  flender
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{lender fervice! but thou haft encompafled
me about with an accumulation of Imperial
benignity and grace, beyond all expreflion
or limirs, and with wealth without meafure or
end. Infomuch that I often reafon thus with
myfelf, Am I, (one by rank no higher than
aKnight, by birth no other than a foreigner)
am I numbered with the Grandees of the
Imperial city? Hath my new name thus
blazed forth amongft the illuftrious Lords of
Rome, men who juftly boaft a long train of
hereditary honours? Where then is that
Philofophic {pirit, which profefles to be
fatisfied with humble neceflaries? Is SENEca
that man? He who thus inclofes and adorns
fuch fpacious gardens; he who thus travels
in pomp from feat to feat in the neighbour-
hood of Rome? Is it he who wallows in
wealth, in ample pofleflions, in copious and
extenfive ufury ? One plea only there is that
occurs to my thoughts, that againft thy do-
nations it became not me to firive 5 but both
of us have now difcharged to the utmoft
meafure this commerce of liberality and duty ;
whatever the bounty of a Prince could con-
fer upon his friend, whatever a friend could
accept from the bounty of his Prince, thou
haft already conferred, I have already ac-
cepted. Any further addition can only prove
frefh fuel to the bitternefs of envy, an enemy
which, like all other earthly things, lies, in
truth, fubdued under the weight of thy
mighty grandcur, but faftens upon me with
Vour. Il Tt «all



634 -The Annars BookXIV.

t all its rage, and I ftand in eminent need of
“ fuccour. Thus, in the (ame manner, as
“ were I weary and faint through the toil of
¢ journeying or of warfare, I fhould fupplicate
“ for refrefhment and reft; fo in this long
“ journey of life, old as I am, and no longer
“ equal to the eafieft truft, and lighteft cares,
“ and utrerly unable to fuftain the load and
“ envy of my own over-grown riches; I feek
« affiftance and fupport. Order the auditors
“ of thy revenue to undertake the direftion
of my fortune, and to annex it to thy own.
“ Nor fhall I by this plunge myfelf into indi-
“ gence and poverty, but having only fur-
< rendered that immenfe opulence, which ex-
“ pofes me to fo much invidious fplendor, I
< fhall redeem all the time which is at prefent
“ fequeftered to the care of {o many feats and
“ gardens, and apply it to the repofe and cul-
¢ tivation of my mind. To thee remains
“ abundant firength and fupport, and thy rule
“ is, by a long courfe of reigning, throughly
¢ eftablithed ; thou mayft now fpare thy an-
“ cient fuends and counfellors, and vouchfafe
them a retreat to quiet and eafe. To thy
glory this alfo will redound, that to the
“ higheft eftate thou hadft advanced fuch men
« a5 knew how to bear the loweft.”

To this fpeech NERO replied in this man-
ner: ¢ That I am able thus inftantly to com-
““ bat thefe fludied reafonings of thine, is a
“ faculty which from thy benignity and care
«. 1 fift dwvcd fo: thou haft taught me, not

“ only

€«
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(49
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“ only the art of acquitting myfelf promptly,
where matters are prepared, but even in
emergencies intirely unforefeen. It is true,
my anceftor Aucustus granted liberty to
Acrirra and M ECENASs to retreat, after a
lite of many labours, to a life of eafe s but
at fuch a time of his age and eftablithment
he granted it, that his authority was fufficient
to {uftair any conceflion which he could have
made them, of what kind or importance fo-
ever: ‘And he divefted neither of them of the
bounties and recompences which he had con-
ferred upon them. In the perils of war and
of civil diftra&ion, they had meritorioufly
ferved him; for in fuch were the younger
years of Aucustus employed. Neither
wouldft thou, SENEcA, have failed to have
aflited me with thy perfon and arms, if I
had been engaged in war. What my diffe-
rent circumftances required, thou haft done.
With wife rules, wholfome counfel, and ufe-
ful precepts, thou haft cherifhed my infancy,
and, fince, my youth. In truth, the gifts and
acquirements which I hold from thee, while
my life remains, will never forfake me:
whereas the acknowledgments which-thou
reapeft from me, thy gardens, feats and rents,
arc ali expofed to uncertainty and difafters ;
and however copious they may appear, there
are many inftances of favourites, in worthy
accomplilhments no wife equal to thee,
yet diftinguifhed with larger poffeflions. I
blufh to quote freedmen that are beheld

Tt 2 ‘“ more
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‘more wealthy than thou. Hence too I am-

athamed that thou, who irt dedrnefs to me
art beyond all others, doft not yet in for-
tunc furpafs all. Thy age, morcover, ftill
retains foundnefs and vigour, is ftill eapable
of managing thy rcvenues, and of enjoying
them with pleafure. For myfelf, I 4m but yet
in the dawn of Empire; unlefs, perhaps,
thou doft account that my munificence to
thee has already exceeded that of CLaubpIUS
to ViTELLIUs, a man diftinguithed with
thrce Confulfhips; when, in tmth all my
bounty towards thee, cannot equal the opu-
lenice which Vorusius, by along courfe of
paxﬁmony only, has acquxrcd I add, thar,
if, in any particular I detiate, throuOh the
naxlty of my years, it is thou who doft check
and rccover me: and, as thou haft with
good education embellifhed my youth, thou
doft ftill manage and controul it. It is not
with thy moderation, if thou returneft thy
wealth, nor with thy recefs, if thou for-
fakeft thy Prince, that the tongues of men
will be employed; no, the treafure returned
will by the univerfal cry be afcribed to my
rapacioufnefs, and thy retirement, to the
drcad of my cruelty. But fuppofe this dif-
intereftednefs of thine meet with the higheft
ftrains of popular praife; yet furely upon a
wife man it will refleét no honour, that to
himfelf he meditates glory from a proceed-
ing which upon his friend muft bring in-
famy.” To all this he added kiffes and em-

bracing,
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bracing, framed as he was by nature, and by
habit nurtured, to fmother his hate under
hollow courtefy and blandithments. SeNEcA
prefented his thanks, which is the certain iffue
of every argument with one who poficflcs
fovercignty. He changed, however, the me-
thods and f{ymptoms "of his former power,
ftopped the ufual conflux of fuch as artended
to pay their court, avoided a train of atren-
dants, and his appearance abroad was exceed- -
ing rare, as if by ill health, or the ftudy of
phllofophy he were confined at home.
AFTER the difgrace of SENECA, to deprefs
the authority of FENius Rurus, became a
fhort task, when the crime charged upon him
by his cnemies, was that of his adherence to
AcGripPINA. TIGELLINUS too waxed daily
more mighty, and as he was perfuaded that his
mifchievous devices, in which alone his whele
fufhciency lay, would prove ftill more agree-
able and meritorious, if hc could engage the
Prince under the tyes of a confcderacy in alls
of blood, he dived curioufly into his fecret
fears and having difcovered that Praurtus
and SyLLA were the men principally dreaded,
and thence both latcly removed from Italy;
the former into Afia, the other into Narbon
Gaul, he urged upon NERO ¢ the fignal qua-
« hty of the men, the nearncfs of their abode
“ to great armies, PLAUTUs in the neigh.
“ bourhood of that in the Eaft, SyLrA of that
* in Germany. For himfelf, he harbourcd
“ not, like BurrHus, diffcrent hopes and
Tt 3 “ views
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“ views, but confulted purcly the fecurity of
the Prince. But though his fafety at Rome
¢ might be enfured; and all confpiracies there
““ obviated by prompt and temporary mea-
‘“ fures; yet, by what meafures could’ remote
“ infurre&tions be fupprefled, and revolts in the
confines of the Empire? The nations of
“ Gaul, animated by the di¢tatorial name of
“ Syrra, were already upon the wing for
““ rebellion; nor were the feveral people of
Afia lefs fufpeGted of an attachment to the
other, for the illuftrious memory and re-
“ pown of his grandfather Drusus. SyrLrLa
¢ was likewife indigent, an efpecial incite-
ment to refolutenefsand enterprizc; and he
feigned floth only till he fpied an opportu-
nity for fome defperate attempt. PrLAUTUS
was mafter of mighty wealth, nor {o much
as pretended a fondnefs for quiet, but even
profefled to admire the lives and examples
« of the ancient Romans; nay, he had adopted
*¢ the fect of the Stoics, with all their fuper-
* cilioufnefs and pride, a {¢& which prompts
“ men to be turbulent, and to,chufe a life
« full of action.” Without farther delibera-
tion or delay, the murder of both was doomed.
SyLLA was, by affaflins, who in fix days arrived
exprefs at Marfeilles, difpatched as he fat down
to meat, without previous apprehenfion or
tidings. When his head was prefented to
NERo, the fight moved him to derifion, « as
« if it were unfcafonably hoary, and thence

£ uncomely.”
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- TuE bloody fentence awarded againft Prav-
fus was not fo fuccefsfully concealed, for his
life was of fenfible concernment to nmany ;
moreover, from the length of the way, and the
paffing of the fea, fo much time intervened,
that public fame became alarmed;; and amongft
the people an imagination prevailed, that he
had fled for fan@uary to CORBULO, Who then
commanded mighty armies, a man who,* if
men fignal in-name and innocence were to be
marked out for flaughter, ftood in the firft
degree of fear and jeopardy. Nay, it was di-
vulged with the fame credulity, * That all Afia
« had taken arms to efpoufe the defence of
« the young nobleman; and that, as the fol-
« diers difpatched to perpetrate the- murder,
« were neither powerfulin their number, dor
« prompt in their inclinations, when they
« could not execate their orders, they alfo
« had of themfelves joined in the revolt, and
« efpoufed the new caufe.” Thefe rumours,
publithed by the wild breath of common fame;
were readily credited by all the difaffetted, émdi
through hate and difaffeétion, inlarged. More-
over, to PLauTus were brought the counfeland
admonitions of LUc1Us ANTISTIUS, his father-
in-law, by a frcedman of his own, who,
{pecded by a brisk wind, had out-failed the
fatal Centurion.  The advice imported, ¢ That
« he fhould-be fure to fhun a daftardly death;
#¢ he had yet leifure to efcape;, and could not
« fail of finding from the worthy and generous,
« compafiiorrfor -a name fo'noble and diftin-
: : Tt 4 « guifhed.
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 guithed. 'With himfelf he muft affociate the
“ refolute and brave, nor ought he the while
to {light- any means of aid. If he had once
repulfed the fixty foldiers (for fo many were
coming to the execution) he might then,
while the tydings were tranfmitting to NEro,
while another band ef men were advancing
fo vaft a way, profecute a world of fchemes,
fufficient to lay the terrible foundations of a
“ war. At worft he would cither, by fuch
“ meafures, purchafe honourable fecurity; at
leaft, after a brave refiftance, he had nought
more dreadful to fuffer, than he muft fuffer

under a ftupid acquiefcence.”
Burt thefe confiderations moved not PLau-
TUs; whether it were that being an exile, and
deftitute of arms, he forefaw no certain re-
fource, or whether he were weary of perplexity, .
and wavering hopes, or perhaps chiefly influ-
enced by tendernefs for his wife and children,
to whom he imagined the Prince would prove
the more reconcilable, when he found himfelf
mo wife incenfed by any infurre@ion or alarms.
There are thofe who relate, that the advices he
received from his father-in-law were of a dif-
ferent ftrain, importing as if nothing fangui-
nary or capital threatened him. They add,
« That two Philofophers, CErRANUS a Greek,
“ and MusoN1us a Tufcan, had exhorted him
“ to wait his death with unfhaken intrepidity,
“ as by it he would be disburdened of a life
¢ fraught with uncertainty and fears.” Cer-
tain it is, the affaflins found him in the middle
of
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of the day, naked and applying himfelf to the
ufual exercifes of his body. In- this fituation
the Centurion butchered him, in the fight of
PeLaco the Eunuch, who was by NEero fet
over the Centurion and his band, like the
Royal minifter of fome tyrant, trufted with
the command of his body-guards, and inftru-
ments of blood. The head of the flain was
carried to Rome, and fhewed to the Emperor.
What he faid when he faw it, I {hall repeat in
his very words. ¢ What is it, cried he, that
¢ withftands Nero, that he may not now dif-
“ card all fear, and inftantly fet about folem-
“ nizing his nuptials with Porp£a, a folem-
nity hitherto deferred becaufe of the terrors
arifing from fuch men as this? May he not
inftantly divorce Ocrtavia his wife? one
“ eafy, in truth, and modeft in her conduét,
“ but ftill, from the name of her Imperial fa-
“ ther, and from the ardent zeal of the people
towards her, a burden and eve-fore.” To
the Scnate he fent letters, but in them owned
nothing of the aflaflination of Syrra and
PravuTtus, yet alledged, that both were turbu-
lent and feditious fpirits, and what vehement
follicitude it coft him to preferve the peace
and ftabjlity of the Commonwealth. Hence
public proceflions and devotions were decreed
to the Deities, and SyLrLA and PrLAvTus de-
graded from the dignity of Senators. Strange
mockery and infult, more provoking to the
public, than its more fubftantial calamities !

«

[14

LC

NERrRo



642" -The ANNALs Book XIV,
" Nero therefore having received the decrce
of Senate, and perceiving that all his wicked-
#ef3'and bloody cruelties paffed for fo many
feats of renown, thruft Ocravia forthwith
from his bed,; alledging, “ that fhe was barren,”
and then efpouled Porp£A. This woman, who
had béen'long: the concubine of NEro, and
both as her -adulterer and her husband, ever
ruled him implicitly, fuborned a domeftic
of OcTAvVIA’s, to accufe her of criminal
ameurs with a flave. For this end one Eu-
CERUS, a native of ALEXANDR1IA, who excelled
opon the flute, was fmpleaded as- her gallant.
Hence her maids were examined upon the
fack ; and, though fome of them, overcone
by the fury of the torture, favoured the perfi-
dious forgery, the major part perfevered to
vindicate the unfpotted fan@imony of their
Lady. Amongft thefc was one, who, while
T1cELLINUS Was vehemently urging a confef-
fion, returned him for anfwer,  That the parts
¢ of Ocravia which denoted her a woman,
f were purer than hts mouth.” -The refult
however was her removal from the palace and
her husband, under the mock-judgment of a
legal divorcement, anid for her appenage, the was

efented with the houfe of BurrHUS, and
with the pofleffions of PLauTus, black and ill-
boding donations: -She was thereafter banithed
into Campania, and over her -a guard of fol-
diers placed. “¥rom this cruel treatment there
arofe amongft the ‘populace many mournful
complaints, by them no wifec fmothered or
- ' * difguifed;
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difguifed; fince they are governed by a fower
meafure of circum{pe&tion, and, from the me-
diocrity of their lot, expofed to fewer perils,
Whether, by thefe daring refentments of the
people, NERO was alarmed, or moved by re-
morfe for fuch black iniquity, he recalled
Ocravia his wife.

HeNcEe the people in tranfports of joy
afcended the Capitol, and now at laft found
occafion to accoft the Deities: with adoration
and thankf{giving ; overthrew the ftatues of
Popp £a, but bore upon their fhoulders.the
images of Octavia, bedecked them with freth
flowers, placed them in the great Forum, #nd
in the feveral Temples. They alfo burft into
ftrains of praifes to the Prince, and fought to
offcr him in perfon their veneration and vows.
Already they were filling the palace with their
multitude and acclamations, when fuddenly
fome bands of the guards iffued out upon them,
and affailing them with blows, nay, threatening
them with flaughter, repulfed and -utterly- di-
fperfed them. The diforders too committed
during the tumult, were repaired, to Porp£A
her honour publicly reftored, and her ftatues
seplaced. Butfhe, ever implacable in her hate,
was now become more implacable- through
fear, left cither the fury of the populace fhould
break into outrages ftill more terrible, or NEro
be brought to change with the bent and incli-
nation of the people. She therefore fell pro-
ftrate at his knees, and faid, ¢ Her affairs were
" no longer in a fituation to encourage -her

“ com-
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“ competition for the glory of his marriage,
“ though dearer to her than life was that glory;
“ her life itfelf was in extremity of danger
« from the followers and {laves of OcraAvia,
¢ a rabble who, having affumed the name of
“ the people, in the midft of peace, committed
« fuch violences as were fcarce produced by
“ war. Againft the Prince thefe arms were
“ wielded, nor was aught wanting but a
«’leader, a want which, when commotions
“ were once raifed, was ever eafy to be fup-
“ plied. OctaviA had no more to do, but
¢ yo relinquith Campania, and advance toRome
« #felf, the at whofe nod even in her abfence
“ infurre&tions could be excited. For her own
« particular, with what tranfgreflion was fhe
“ chargeable? inwhatinftance had the offended
“ any individual? was fhe from hence ob-
«* noxious, that to the houfe of the C £sARSs
“ fhe would yield a genuine iffue; when the
“ Roman people rather affetted to fee the off-
« fpring of an Agyptian minftrel heir to the
‘ Imperial dignity? in a word, if this expe-
dient beft {uited with the exigency of things,
he ought to call home his Lady rather
*¢ through choice than compulfion, or clfe to
“ confult the fecurity of himfelf and the ftate
by juft vengeance. It was true, the firft tumult
“ was dlﬂlpatcd by fmall force 5 but, if the
people came utterly to defpair of fccmg Oc-
“< TAvIA any longer the wife of NERro, they
« themfelves would not fail to give a proper
#¢ husband to Ocravia.”

THI1s
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Tuis difcourfe, artfully mixed and framed
to produce both terror and wrath, had its ef-
fet upon NERro, and while he liftened to it,
at once frightened and enraged him. But little
had availed the fition of Ocravia’s intrigue
with her flaves, a fition which was quite de-
feated by the tc{’umony of her maids upon the
rack. It was therefore agreed to procure fome
éne who fhould own himfelf guilty with her,
one againft whom might be alfo feigned a plau-
fible charoe of meditating a revolution in the
ftate ; and fuch a proper mﬁrumcnt was judged
Axicerus, who had accomplifhed the murder
of his mothcr, and, as I have related, com-
manded the flcet at Mifenum, a man-held by
the Emperor, juft after that bloody fervice, in
fome flight favour, and thence-forth in
heavier deteftation; for Princes behold the mi-
nifters of their cruelties, as men whofe looks
reproach their guilty fouls. Him therefore
NEro fummoned, and reminding him of his
former exploit, ¢ Thou alone, faid he, didit
“ relieve me from the confpiracies of a mo-
ther 5 fervice of no lefs merit at prefent in-
vites thee, if thou canft but difcharge me
effc@ually of an irkfome and difaffeted wifc;
nor in this task needeft thou cither ftrength
or weapon; thou art only to acknowledge
that thou haft been engaged with Octavia
in adultery.” NERO promlfcd him ¢ re-
wards of mighty value, though ar firft it was
neceflary they fhould continue private and
unknown, as alfo, upon his mock condem-
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¥ nation, deleftable retirements; but, in cafe
« of refufal, threatened him with prefent
« death.” ANicETUS, prompted by his own
frantic {pirit, and by the protettion and im-
punity which had followed all his enormities
paft, carried his fitions even beyond his or-
ders, and communicated, as fecrets, all his fic-
tions to his friends: a fet of men whom the
Prince had placed about him, as it were to aid
him by their couniels in his defigns. Then, as
convited by his own confeflion, he was ba-
.nifhed into Sardinia, where he underwent a
fort of exile far from neceflitous or milerable,
and died at laft by the lot of nature.

Now NEero iflued an edi@, ¢ That Ocra-
¢ via in hopes of engaging the fleet in het
¢ confpiracy, had thence corrupted ANICETUS
¢ the admiral;” and, forgetting that he had but
juft before accufed her of barrennefs, he added,
« that, confcious of her fecret lufts, he had
“ always forced abortion; and that all thcfc

¢« her crimes were by him fully detefed.”
~ Thus he cdmmanded her to be fhut up in an
ifland, that of Pandateria.

NEvVER exile filled the hearts of the behol-
ders with more affetting compaflion. Some
ftill remembered to have feen AGRIPPINA
doomed to the like fate; the more recent fuf-
ferings .of JurLia were likewife recalled to
mind, the firft banithed by TiBER1US, the
other by CLAuDp1Us. But thefe Ladies had
arrived at maturity of years, had enjoyed fome
fcafons of fchcxty, tafted fome fhare of delight,

and,
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and, by reviewing their once happier fortune,
their pangs, from inftant cruelty, were abated.
To Octavia the firft day of her nuptials
ferved for a funeral day ; the was brought under
a roof where all muft appear difmal and fad,
where her unhappy father was fnatched away
by poifon, and inftantly afterwards her brother
by the fame cruel means. Next, though a
wife, the was fubjeited to the afcendancy of a
flave. Then her husband cfpoufed Porr£a, a
marriage threatening nothing lefs than def’cruc—
tion to his legitimate wife. Laftly, fhe fuffered
the imputation of a crime more piercing than
the moft cruel death whatfoever. Add to all
this, a tender girl, in the twentieth year of
her age, encompaffed with an hoft of foldiers
and Centurions, already bereft of life, through
the fad prefages of impending evils, yet not
furrendered to the quiet reft of death.

AFrTER the interval of a few days, the was
formally doomed to die, though to preventit,
fhe defcended to alledge, « That {he owned
“ herfelf in a ftate of widowhood, and claimed
‘“ no other prerogative than of being only the
* Emperor’s fifter. She pleaded their common
“ anceftors, who bore the dear and favourite
« name of Germanicus:” at length fhe even
invoked the name of AcrippINa; fhe faid,
¢ That had AcripriNa lived, fhe fhould, in
% truth, have endured a lot of wedlock fuffi-
« ctently unhappy, but ftill fuch a one as would
“ never have ended in a bloody doom.” Forth-

. with
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‘With the was tied down with bonds, and the
veins over all her limbs were opened; but, as
her blood was chilled through fear, and iffued
flowly, the execution was completed by ftifling
her in the ftcam of a boiling bath. This cruelty
was followed by another yet more crying and
brutal; her head being cut off and carried to
Rome, Porr£a chofe to entertain herfelf
with the tragical fpe¢tacle. For this execution
the Senatc decreed gifts and oblations to the
Temples 5 a circumftance which I infert with
defign that whoever fhall, from me or any
other Writer, learn the events of thofe cala-
mitous times, may hold it for granted, that as
often as ever fentences of murder and banith-
ment were pronounced by the Prince, fo often
were thankigivings by the fathers paid to the
Decities s and the very fame ordinances which
of old were monuments of public profperity,
ferved now for teftimonies of public havock
and ruin. And yet, I fhall not fail to recount
every decree of Senate, which cither proved a
new flight of flattery, or only the dregs of
exceflive tamenefs and fervitude.

TH1s year was tatal to DoryPHORUS and
Parras, two Imperial freedmen of moft
confpicuous note, both believed to have pe-
rifhed by poifon, the former, for thwarting
the marriage with Porp&a, and PaLLas, for
that by his great age he detained from the Em-
peror his ineftimable wealth. Againft SENECa,
Romanus had fecretly laboured a charge of
being
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being an affociate with Caius Piso, but was
himfelf encountered by SENEcA with more
vigour for the fame crime. Hence a fource of
much dread to P1so; and againft NEro there
arofe a confpiracy, mighty, indeed, and me-
nacing, but abortive and unprofperous.

Vour.IL Uu THE
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BOOK XV.

The SUMMARY.

OLOGESES King of Parthia invades Armenia, but is
- oppofed by CORBULO with great prudence and [prrit.
CxsENNIUs PETUs fent by NERO 20 command in Ar-
menia. His rafbunefs, wvanity, and difgraceful come{inm’
¢0 the enemy. CORBULO relieves bim. POPPEA bears
a danghter to NERO. Deputies from Parthia to fue for
holding the [overeignty of Armenia, return without f[uc-
cefs, and the condult of that war committed to Cor-
BULO, who again enters Armenia, terrifies the Parthians
into a treaty, obliges them to lay down their arms, and
TIRIDATES 20 lay bis crown at the feet of NERO'S
fRatue, never to rvefume it more without the Emperor’s
confent. NERO fings in the public Theatre at Naples,
His exceffes in all pollution and cruelty. Rome confumed
by fire; NERO fufpected as the author of it. He falfly
tharges it upon the Chriftians, and deftroys them by many
wanton and mercilef[s torments. A confpiracy formed
againft bimy its progrefs, deteltion, and the many illu-
_[rioes Lives facrificed for it, with the boundlefs public
flattery then arifing from private [ufferings and forrow.

Durine
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NURING thefe tranfalions, VOLOGESES
King of theParthians, having learnt the
exploits of COrRBULO, that TIGRANES, an
alien born, was by him cftablifhed King of
Armenia, from whence his brother TIRIDATES
had been ignominioufly expulfed, was in him-
felf bent to revenge the defpite done to the
Monarchy of the Arfacides 5 but revolving
again upon the mighty power of the Romans,
and awed with reverence for the conftant
league between the two Empires, was perplexed
and divided between interfering pafiions. For
he was a Prince by nature addicted to linger-
ing, and then particularly, tetarded by the
revolt of the Hyrcanians, (a very potent na-
tion ) and by the long feries of wars that fol-
lowed it. In this fufpence he was roufed by
the tydings of a frefh infult, for that TIGRANES
having paffed the limits of Armenia, had wafted
the territories of the Adiabenians, a bordering
people, with more" lafting and extenfive {poil
than by robbers was wont to be committed :
An outrage which the chiefs of thefe nations
underwent with painful regret, ¢ that they
« were funk into fuch abjet {corn, as to be
“ over-run, not in truth by the prowcfs of
“ any Roman leader, but by the infolent arms
“ of an hoftage to Rome, one there kept for
“ fo many years amongft his fcllow -flaves.”
The anguith of VorLoceses was inflamed by
Monosazus, in whofc hands lay the govern-
ment of the Adiabenians, and who prefled to
Uu 2 know
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know ¢ what military fuccours were there to
“ fecure them, and from what quarter to be
fought? The fate of Armenia was already
determined, the adjacent regions were about
to be fwallowed up; and unlefs they were
defended by the Parthians, they themfelves
would {foon confider, that bondage from the
Romans proved always much lighter to fuch
as (ubmitted to mercy, than to thofe who
¢ flaid to be fubdued.” TIRIDATES too, who
was a fugitive from his Kingdom, affetted
VoroGEeses vet more gricvoufly, whether he
beheld the filent diftrefs of his brother, or heard
his refpe@tful complainings. For the deprived
Prince was wont to alledge, < that mighty
“ Empires were not to be fuftained by floth
and ina&ion; the vigour of men and arms
was to be exerted. In fovercign fortunc,
thofe meafures were cver moft righteous,
“ which proved moft fuccefsful. To thofe in
“ a private ftation belonged the narrow dome-
ftic ambition of preferving their own; to
“ ftruggle for the pofleflions of others, was
« renown truly monarchical.”

- VorLoGEsEs, therefore, ftimulated by all
thefe confiderations, afftembled a council, and
placing TtrRIDATES next to himfelf, began
thus ; ¢ This Prince, begotten by the {ame fa-
<« ther with myfclf, I invefted with the pofici-
¢ fion of Armenia, fince to me, in regard of
« primogeniture, it was his lot to yield the
‘< fovereignty of Parthias and thus he became
¢ what wc account the third fovereign of our

 blood.
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¢« blood. For Pacorus alrcady occupicd the
¢ realm of Media. By this means, I fecmed
« to have happily fettled our family, and pro-
¢ vided againft the ancient hate and competi-
¢ tion of brothers. This the Romans oppofie,
« and though they never infringed the peace
¢ with any felicity to themfclves, they now
“ again openly break it, doubtlefs to their own
¢ bane and confufion. I am far from denying
¢ that rather by arguments than arms, would
« 1 chufe to pleCl‘\L the acqmﬁnon of my
<« anceflors. If I have been blameable in my
¢ dclays, I will redouble my vigour. Your
¢ glory is unfullied, your force undiminifhed;

“ to this praifc you have alfo added that of
“ moderation, a virtuc never to be flighted
“ by the moft eclevated amongft men, and is
“ held by the Gods themfelves in high eftima-
“ tion.” As foon as he had thus {fpoke, upcn
the head of Tir1pATES he fet the royal
diadem, to MoNEsEs a noble Parthian he de-
livered a complete band of ftout horfe, which.
according to the cuftom of Momrchy, always
attended the perfon of the Kings; to thefe he
added a body of auxiliary Adxabcmans and
commanded that General, ¢ toforcc TIGRANES
from Armenia.” He purpofed himfelf the
while to drop his conteft with the Hyrcanians,
to amafs all his forces in the heart of PARTHIA,
and referving to his own condut the main
ftrefs of the war, to advance, and threaten a
defcent into the Roman provinces.

Uu 3 Cor-
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CorBULO, as foon as by certain intelligence
he had learnt all thefe proceedings, fent two
Legions to fuccour T1GrRANES, under the com-
mand of VERULANUS SEVERUS and VETTIUS
BorLaNus, with fecret injunétions, ¢ rather ta
¢ ftudy delays than to att with difpatch.” The
truth was, CorBULO aimed more at keeping
a war on foor, than pufthing it to a conclufion;
befides, he had written to Nero, “ That, in
<« arder to defend Armenia, another General
¢ was neceflary 5 for that Syria, now threatened
¢ with a terrible tempeft from VOLOGESES,
< was thence expofed to more vehement dan-
« ger.” In the mean while he difpofed the
remaining Legions along the banks of the Eu-
-phrates, fuddenly raifed a body of militia out
. of the natives of the province; at all the pafles

he pofted guards, to obftrut the inroads of the
enemy; and, becaufe that region is fcanty of
water, over the feveral fountains forts were
ere&ed, and fome {prings he buried under hills
of fand,

WhHaILE CorBurLo was thus bufied in mea-
fures for fecuring Syria, MONEsEs advanced
towards Armenia, with rapid marches, as by
them he mecant to out-run the report of his
coming : but, he found TiGRANESs ncither
void of mtcllxgcncc, nor in a negligent fitua-
tion; for that Prince had poffefied himfelf of
Tigranocerta, a city of great ftrength in the
‘multitude of its defenders, and the mightinefs
of- its walls. Add, that the Nlcephorus a
river of no fmall brcadth environed great part

of
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of the wall, and round the reft, where the de-
fence of the river was not trufted, a vaft trench
was drawn. Within it too was a garrifon of
foldiers, and ftores of provifion before laid up.
In bringing in thefe provifions fome few fol-
dicrs, having out of greedincfs firaggled too
far, fell into the hands of the {wift and unex-
pected foe; but by this mifhap of theirs, the
minds of the reft became filled with refent-
ment, rather than with difmay. Neither have
the Parthians any bravery to ventur¢ a clofe
attack upon a place befieged : it was but a few
{cattering arrows that they fhot, nor thence at
51 difmayed the befieged, but only baffled
themfelves. The Adiabenians when, with lad-
ders and engines of battery, they began to
approach the walls, were eafily driven back,
and by an immediate fally of our men, put o
the flaughter.

CorpuLo however, though all his proceed-
ings profpered, judging it wifdom to moderate
the career of his good fortune, difpatched em-
baffadors to VOLOGESES tO expoftulate with
him upon his hoftile conduct, That he had
¢ with violence and war fallen upon a Roman
« Provinces; that his forces befieged a King
¢« who was a friend and confederate of Rame;
¢ pay, beficged the Roman .Cohorts them-
« felves;” and to warn him, that either he
¢ muft abandon the fiege, or CORBULO t00
¢ would inftantly march and encamp upon the
« territories of the enemy.” CASPERIUS the
Centurion, who was delegated to execyte this

‘ Uu 4 embafly,

-~
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embafly, reached the King at the city of Ni-
fibis, thirty-feven miles diftant from Tigrano-
certa, and there delivered his meflage with
great fternnefs. It was, in trath, long fince the
politic drift of VoL0GESsEs, and thoroughly
riveted in his heart, to avoid engaging with
the arms of Rome; neither did his prefent en-
terprizes advance with any meafure of fuccefs;
fruitle(s and vain had been the fiege of Tigra-
nocertas TIGRANES fat fecure and ftrong in
men and provifions; they whohad undertaken
to ftorm the walls, were utterly routed; two
Legions were fent te the relief of Armenig;
the remaining Legions covered Syria, nay, ftood
-ready for an offenfive war, and to invade the
dominions of Parthia; his whole cavalry,
through {carcity of forage, were miferably en-
feebled; for fuch an infinite flight of locufts
had fallen, as utterly devoured the whole crop
of the earth and every green thing. Smothering,
however, his dread, and affuming a guifc of
moderation, ' he returned for anfwer, ¢ That
¢ he would fend Embaffadors to Rome, to fue
“ to C£saRr for a conceflion of the Kingdom
“ of Armenia, and to corroborate the peace
 between them.” And inftantly commanding
MonNEsEs to relinquifh the fiege of Tigrano-
certa, he departed himfelf homewards again.
THESE quick changes were by many extol-
led, as ¢ events altogether honourable, purély
« atehieved by the menaces of CorBULO, and
“ the difmay of the King.” Others explained
the whole “into a fecret compa& between
T ' “ them,
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« them, that the war being dropped on both
“ fides, and VorLoGEsEs withdrawing from
 Armenia, T16RANES too fhould dcpart that
Kingdom. Upon what motives elfe was the
“ Romanarmy led our of Tigranocerta? Why,
“ in a time of ina&ion, were thofe places aban-
“ doned, which during war were ftrenuoufly
“ defended ! Had the troops found, in the re-
motcft parts of Cappadocia, morc commo-
dious winter quarters, undcr huts fuddenly
raifed, than in the capital of a Kingdom juff
before carefully kept and proteted ? With-
out all doubt, the war was thercfore fuf-
pended, that upon fome other Commander
than CorBuLo the lot might might fall of
meeting VOLQGESES in the ficld ; nor would
CorBULO expofe to new rifques that renown
and glory which for fo many ycars he had
“ been acquiring.”  For, as I have already ob-
{erved, he had demanded that a General thould
be fent for the particular defence of Armenia,
and heard that CEsENNI1UsSP&ETUS was ap-
proaching with that charalter. CasEnNNIUS
was, in truth, alrcady arrived, and the forces
fo divided, that under the command of P£TuUs
were to remain the fourth Legion and the
twelfth, to which was added the fifth, lately
called thither from Mcefia, as alfo the auxiliaries
from Pontus, Galatia, and Cappadocia;, with
CorBULO were to continue the third, fixth,
and tenth Legions, and what forces formerly
belonged to Syria. All other particulars they
were to poflefs in common, or to fhare, juft as
‘ ' "~ the
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the public fervice required. But, as CorBuLo
could not bear a competitor; fo P£TUS, to
whom it was doubtlefs abundant glory, if in
merit hé were reckoned the fecond, difparaged
all the atchievements of CorRBULO; he af-
firmed, ¢ That, in all his exploits, nothing of .
<« hoftile blood was fpilled, nothing of fpoil
« was taken; and all the boafted praife of
« maftering and affaulting cities, was merely
¢« nominal and affumed. For himf{elf, he would
#¢ impofe upon the vanquifhed tribute and laws;
f¢ and, inftead of the prefent thadow of aKing,
« {ubje& them at once to the jurifdiction of
« Rome.”

At this very juncure, the Embafladors of
VoLoGESES, the fame, whom I have men-
tioned to have been fent to the Prince, re-
turned unficcefsful. Hence the Parthians pro-
ceeded to open war, nor did P£TUs decline it
but, with two Legions, the fourth and twelfth,
the former then commanded by FAMISULANUS
VECTONIANUS, the other by CaLvisius Sa-
-pINvUs, he entered Armenia, and a fad prefage
accompanied -his entrances for, in pafling over
the Euphrates, which he croffed upon a bridge,
‘the horfe which carried the Confular orna-
ments, became frightened without any apparent
caufe, and ftarting back again, got clear away:
‘Moreover, as they were fortifying their quar-
ters againft winter, a vidtim which ftoad by
the works, before the fame were above half
finifhed, broke violently through, leaped over
the -pale, and fled. The javelins oo of .our

: men
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men blazed with fpontancous fire, a prodigy
which appeared the more fignal, for that with
javelins and fuch -wcapons miflive their ene-
mies the Parthians always fight. ‘

Burt all thefe omens were contemned by
Pxtus, who, before his winter encampment
was yet fofficiently fortified, without preparing
any thc leaft magazine of grain, hurried the
army over the moustain Taurus, “ to recover,
« as he faid, the city of Tigranocerta, and lay
« wafte the f{cveral regions which CorBULO
¢« had fpared.” And it is true that he rook
certain caftles, {omewhat of glory too he won,
and fomewhat of plunder, if he had either pof-
{efled his glory with moderation, or his plunder
with care. But while with long marches, he
over-ran countries which could not poflibly be
maintained, what provifions he had pillaged,
‘became corrupted and {poiled, and the winter
was juft overtaking him, fo that he led back
the army to their quarters. There he com-
pofed letters to NERO, in a pompous flile, as
if the war had been already concluded; but as
to any available performances, his Letters were
empty and vain.

CoRrBULO, the while, fat down upon the
banks of the Euphrates, aftation which he had
never negleted; he now particularly multi-
plied the guards which defended it. And, that
the enemy’s troops, who with great oftentation
and numbers were prancing over the oppofite
plains, might create no obftruttion to his lay-
ing a .bridge over theriver, he faftened together

with
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with great beams, certain veflcls of vaft bulk,
~ Upon them he reared large towers, and fteer-
ing this armed float to and froupon the ftream,
did thence with engines of battery annoy and
diflipate the Barbarians, upon whom by this
means were poured volleys of ftones and darts,
at a greater diftance than could be equalled by
. the flight of arrows by them returned. There-
after, the bridge was extended quite over; the
oppofite hills were immediately poflefled by
the confederate Cohorts, and upon them the
Legions next pitched their camp. All which
was executed with fuch celerity, and fuch a
formidable difplay of forces, that the Parthians
intirely abandoned their difpofitions for in-
vading Syria, and turned all their hopes and
cfforts towards Armenia.

THERE abode P£T1Us in fuch utter ignorance
of the impending tempeft, that he flill kept the
fifth Legion at fo great a diftance as Pontus,
and had weakened the reft, by allowing the
foldiers, without reftriGtion, lcave to be abfent.
In this fituation he received the news, that
VoLoGEsEs advanced with a mighty hoft,
breathing terror and vengeance. Forthwith he
called to him the twelfth Legion ; but this very
thing, from whence he hoped the reputation
of having augmented his army, betrayed their
thinne(s : Yet they ftill might have maintained
their camp, and by protratting the war, have
baffled all the efforts of the Parthians, if in
the fpirit of P£TUs there had been any firm-
nefs, cither in adhering to his own counfel, or

to
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to the counfcls of others. But whenever by
officers of experience he feemed fixed in his
meafures againft fuch prefling daigers, prefently
after, that he might not {cem to want the judg-
ment of any man, he lapfed into courfes which
were different, and always worfe. At this very
juncture he wilfully departed out of the en-
trenchments which inclofed their winter quar-
ters, and uttering brave words, < That, in or-
“ der to repulic the foe, to him was committed
“ neither ditch nor pale, but the bodies and
“ arms of men;” he led forth the Legions,
like one who would nceds encounter the Par-
thians in battle. But having loft a Centurion
and a few private men, whom he had fent
forward to view the enemy’s forces, he returned
to his camp in great haftc and affright : Yet {ccing
Voroceses had purfuced his advantage with no
remarkable ardour, P.£TUs became once more
infatuated with vain confidence, and upon the
next fummit of mount Taurus placed three
thoufand fele&t infantry, to repulfe the King
from pafling it. He likewife committed a par-
ticular part of the plain to the troops of Pan-
nonia, which were the firength of his cavalry.
His wife and fon he fhut up in a caftle named
Arfamofata, and for garrifoning the caftle,
cave them a band of five hundred men. Thus
he difperfed his army, who, had they been in
a body, might with more vigour have fuftained
the fhock of a roving and inconftant encmy:
Nay, it is faid, that he was with great dith-
culty induced to tranfinit to CORBULO any

account
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account of the enemy’s diftrefling him. Nei-
ther did CorBULO make much difpatch, that
the more the danger increafed, the greater
praife he might reap from bringing relief. He
gave orders however to make ready a body of
fuccours confifting of three thoufand Legionary
foldiets (one from each of the three Legions)
of eight hundred horfe, and -an equal number

of foot detached from the Cohorts.
VorLoGEsEs, though he was advifed, that
PeTUS befet theroads on every hand, here with
his infantry, there with his horfe, yet no-wife
varied his defign or his march, but, with a
Violent onfet, and oftentation of terrors, quite
difmayed and drove awaythe Pannonian troops ;
the Legionary foot pofted upon Taurus he ut-
terly overthrew, and found refiftance from one
Centurion only, namely, TARQUITIUS CRE-
sCENs, who had the bravery to defend atower,
in which he kept garrifon? He even made fre-
quent fallies, and fuch of the Barbarians who
ventured to approach, he flew, till at laft he
was aflaulted and overwhelmed by volleys of
flaming matter. Such of the infantry as cfcaped
unhurt, betook themfelves to wild and remote
deferts, and the wounded recovered the camp:
There they publithed ¢ the fignal bravery of
¢ the Parthian King, the multitudes and bar-
““ barity of the feveral nations his followers,”
and, through the impulie of their own fears,
magnified exceflively whatever infpired them:
all which was {wallowed with rcady credulity
by the reft, who were themfelves poflefled
with
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with the fime terrors. Nor in truth did the
General make any efforts to repel this torrent
of adverfity : he had already deferted all the
duties of war, and again difpatched more en-
treaties to CORBULO, “ to come with fpeed,
« and fave the Roman Enfigns and Eagles; to
“ fave the name and remains of an unhappy
“ army, who with himf{clf would, while their
“ lives remained, honour their deliverer with
¢ perfet faith and gratitude.”

CorsuLo was no wife daunted, and, leaving
part of his forces in Syria to maintain the polts
which he had fortified upon the Euphrates;
began the fhorteft route, where no hazard was
incurred of lacking provifions; firft through
Comagena, then through Cappadocia, and
thence into Armenia. Thereaccompanied his
army, befides other implements ufual in war,
a huge train of camels loaded with grain, thence
to repel famine as well as the foe. The firft
that he met of thofe who were routed, was
Pacrius a Centurion of principal rank : After
him came feveral common foldiers, who, while
they ftrove to cover the thame of their flight,
each by a different excufe, were by CorBULO
admonifhed ¢ to return to their colours, and
“ try the mercy of P&£TuUs: for his particular.
“ he owned himfelf implacable to all who in
“ battle came not off victorious.” At the fame
time he addreffed him{clf to his own Legions,
from rank to rank, perfuading and exhorting,
reminded them of their exploits and victories
paﬁ and to their prefent view exhibited a

. {cene
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fcene of frefth glory 5 ¢ Not now the villages
“ and cities of the Armenians were to be pof-
“ fefled as the recompence of their fervices
¢ and hardfhips, but the Roman Camp to be
¢ faved; and in it two Roman Legions. If
« every private foldier were, for faving the lif¢
¢ of a citizen; diftinguithed with the luftre of
¢ a Civic Crown publicly prefented by the
¢ hand of his General 5 how much more fignal
« and cxtenfive muft be the renown, when the
¢ lives preferved, and they who preferve them,
¢ were thus equally numerous?” By thefe and
the like ftimulations, they became fired with
alacrity for the common caufe; befides, fome
were prompted by perfonal incitements, even
the diftreffes and dangers in which their bro-
thers, or their companions and kinfmen, were
involved. - So that they {ped their march night
and day, without intermifiion.

HenNce the more vchemently did Voro-
GESEs prefs the beficged, now affaulting the
entrenchment of the Legions, then the caftle
in which were guarded thofec who from the
tendernefs of their fex and years were unfit for
the roughnefs and toils of war; and he pufhed
thefc his aflaults much more clofcly than was
ufual to the Parthians, in hopes by fuch de-
figned temerity to tempt out the enemy to a
battle. But they, with all thefe infults, could
fcarce be dragged out of their tents, at moft
only endeavoured to maintain their works,
part of them fubmitting to the orders and re-
ftritions of their General, others refigned to
- their
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their own cowardice, as men who ftupidly
waited for deliverance from CorpuULO; or if
the power of the affailants in the mean while
prevailed, they had alteady provided them-
felves with examples to follow, namely, the
behaviour of two old Roman armies over-
thrown, one at Caudium in Italy, the othcr
at Numantia in Spain: * for that, neithet
¢ were the Samnites (a fingle Italian ftate) nor
were the Spaniards, either of them mafters
of forces comparable to thofe of the Pai-
thians, a mighty Empire, rival with that of
Rome! nay, thofe fame ancicnts, fo very
brave and ftubborn, and fo much extolled;
as often as fortune forfook thein, were ever
“ fupple enough to confult {elf-prefervation.”
By the temper of the army, thus abandoned
to defpair, the General was conftrained to writé
to VOLOGESES ; yet, the firft letter which he
fent contained nothing of fupplicancy or abafe-
ment, but was conceived in a ftrain of ex:
poftulation and complaint, * Thar for the King-
“ dom of Armenia he fhould thus exercife the
“ violences of enmity and war; a country ever
¢ {ubjet to the Roman jurifdiftion, or to 4
“ King appointed by the Emperor of Rome.
¢ Peace was, in truth, alike advantageous to
“ the Parthians and to the Romans; neithet
“ ought he to view only the prefent fituatior
% of things; but remember that againft two
¢ Legions he was come at the head of the
% whole power of his Kingdom, while to the
You. IL X x “ Reo-

(13
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‘ mans remaincd, for the fupport of the war,
¢ all the reft of the globe.”

VoLoGEsEs, without entering at all into the
merit of the war, in anfwer to the reprefen-
tation, wrotc back, ¢ That he muft wait the
“ coming of his brothers, Pacorus and T1rI-
“ DATEs; asto them was referved the appoint-
“ ment of a placc and time for adjufting fuch
“ meafurcs concerning Armenia, as became
their own high chara&er, and the grandeur
of the Arfacides; at the fame time too, they
“ would determine how to deal with the Ro-
“ man Legions.” PaTUs again difpatched a
meflage, and defired a conference with the
King, who, in hkis own ftcad, deputed Vasa-
cks, his General of horfe. At this interview
P£1Us urged examples, and reprefented < fuch
‘¢ Roman Captains as LucuLrus and PoMpEY,
¢ and fince fome of the Cafars, acquiring and
*¢ beftowing the Realm of Armenia.” Vasa-
ces alledged, ¢ That indeed the name and
“ fhadow of holding and conferring it, refted
“ in us Romans, but in the Parthians the eflen-
“ tial power.” After much mutual contefta-
tion, MonNoBaAzus the Adiabenian was the
next day joined with them, as a witnefs to
their ftipulations, and between them it was
agreed, « That the Legions thould be releafed
“ from the leaguer, all the Roman troops ut-
“ terly dcpart the territorics of Armenia, all
¢ their fortreffes and ftores be delivered up to
¢ the Parthians. Then, after complete per-

“ formance
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« formance of thefc conceflions, VOLOGESES
¢ fhould havc frec privilege to fend Embaffa-
“ dors to NERO. ”

IN the mean time, Perus laid a bridge
over the river Arfanias, which flowed along
his camp, under pretext of his preparing to
march off that way; but it was, in reality, a
work enjoined him by the Parthians, as a
monument and confeflion of their victory;
fince to them only it was of ufe; for our men
took a different rout. All this difgrace was
heightened by public rumour, which added,
that ¢ the Lcgions had pailed like captives
“ under a gallows,” with many other difaftrous
circumftances, fuch as are wont to accompany
diftrefs. And it is true, that of fuch ignomi-
nious trcatment fome femblance was admini-
ftered by the infulting behaviour of the Armic-
nians, who, bcfore the Roman army was yet
difcamped, entered their works, befet all the
avenues and thoroughfares, fingled out their
own captive {laves, diftinguifhed theit loft beafts,
and refcucd botihr: They even ftripped the Ro-
mans of their cloaths, and {cized their arms,
while the poor foldicrs only trembled and deli-
vered, thus to cut off all provocation and cxcufe
of involving them in a battle. VoOLOGESES
raifed a pompous heap of all the arms and
bodies of the flain, by it to manifcft our over-
throw, but forbore bcholding the f{candalous
flight of the Legions, from whence he aimed
at acquiring the applaufe of moderation, when
he had®juft beforc {atiated his pride. He paffed
N Xx 2 the
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the river Arfanias mounted upon an elephant,
as did all that were near the King in blood or
favour, by the vigour of their horfes. For, a
report had fpread that the bridge, by the fraud
of the builders, would certainly fink under any
confiderable preflure : Though they who ven-
turcd ovet it, cxperienced it to beaftrong and
fecure flbUC

For the rcft; it was notorious that the be-
Ieagured army were to the laft provided with
fuch abundanr {upplics of grain, that they even
fcr fire to their ftore-houfes.  And it was by
CorpULO recounted, ¢ That the Parthians, on
¢ the contrary, were deftitute of provifions,

and their forage entirely confumed, fo that
they werce about to have forfaken the leagucrs
ncither was he himfclf above three days
march diftant with his forces.” He cven
'1ddcd “ That P£TUs covenanted, under the

¢ tyc of an oath folemuly taken under the
¢ f{acred Eagles, in the prefence of thofe whom
¢ the King had fent to witncefs it, That no
¢ Roman fhould enter Armenia, till by the
¢ arrival of letters from NERO, it were known
¢ whether he confented to the peace.” But
though fiich imputations were to pafs only for
infamy aggravated, yet the fubfequent conduct
of P/ETUS and hlS army is liable to no ambi-
cuity, that in onc day they travelled the fpace
of forty milcs, that the wounded were cvery
where dropped and forfaken, and that no lefs
infamous was the flight and difimay of thofe
fugitives, than if thLy had turned theis backs

and
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and run in the day of battle. Upon the banks
of the Euphrates CorBULO with his forces
met them, but without fuch a difplay of flying
colours and glittering arms as might feem to
upbraid their different and melancholy plight.
Sorrowful were his feveral bands, and in com-
mifcration for the heavy lot of their fellow-
foldiers, could not refrain from aflood of tears s
{carce were they able to exchange their faluta-
tions for wecping: All competition about fu-
perior bravery was vanifhed, as well as all ambi-
tion forglory ; for thefcare thc paflions of happy
and profperous men! here compaflion only
prevailed, and the lower the men, the ftronger
their compaﬂion.

BerweeN the two leaders there followed a
brief conference, CorBuLo lamenting, *“ That
« {o much travel had been fruitlefly beftowed,
“ when the war might have been finithed with
 the utter flight of the Parthians.” The other
rcphcd «“ That the affairs of Armcnia re-

¢ mained perfectly as they were. Letus, faid
“ he, turn about our Eagles, and invade it in
¢« concert, enfeebled as it is by the departure
“of VoLoGEsEs.” CorpuLo alledged,
¢ That from' the Emperor he had no fuch
“ orders: he had already pafled out of his
¢ Province, from no other inducement than
to deliver the diftrefled Legionss and as it
was altogether uncertain where - the next
« efforts of the Parthians would fall, he would
¢ retire back into Syria: Even thus they had
¢ caufe to invoke the Deity of happy fortune,

Xx 3 ¢ that
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¢ that the foot, which were {fo miferably {pent
“ with great marches, might be able to come
up with the Parthian horfe, which were
altogether freth and untired, and in travel-
lmg eafily over thofe finooth plains, were
fure to out-march them.” P.&£t1Us thercfore
withdrew to Cappadocia, and there wintered.
But to CorBuLo a meflage arrived from Vo-
LOGESES, “ To withdraw his feveral garrifons
¢ from beyond the Euphrates, and let the river
“ remain, as formerly, the common boun-
¢« dary.” Corauro too infifled, « That all
< the Partlnan carrifons fhould ¢vacuate Ar-
“ menia.” And at laft the King complicd.
Morcover, all the fortifications raifed by Cor-
BULo on the other fide Euphrates, were demo-
lilhed, and by both the King and CorBuLO
the Armenians were left to their own difpofal
and controulment.

BuTt, at Rome the while, they were erecta
ing trophms of vi¢tory over the Parthians, and
ra1ﬁnn triumphal arches upon the mount of the
Capirol ; folemnities decreed by the Senatc
while the war was yet in its height, nor even
now difcontinued, as popular thew was only
ftudied, in dcfiance of conviction and fatt.
Nay, NERO in order to difguifc all follicitude
from affairs abroad, ordered the ftores of grain,
which from time to time was diftributed
amongft the populace, but now corrupted with
ftalenefs, to be thrown into the Tiber, in often-
tation of the pubhc fecurity and plenty of pro-
vifions. It is certain, their price became no-

thing
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thing raifcd, notwithftanding that almoft two

hundred veflels thus loaded, were by a violent

ftorm funk in the very harbour, and a hundred

more already arrived in the Tiber, were con- -
fumed by an accidental fire.  Thereafter he

committed the direction of the public revenue

to three Senators of Confular dignity, Lucius

Piso, Ducennius GEMINUS, and PoMPEIUS

Pavrrinus, inveighing againft the Princes his

anceftors, « for that, through the profufcncts

“ of their expence and disburfements, they

“ had exceeded their annual receipts; whercas

“ by himfelf the Commonwealth was ycarly

“ prefented with more than a million of
“ crowns.”

THERE prevailed in thofe days a peftilent
abufe, practifed by men afpiring and child-
lefs, who, whenever the cletion of Magiftrates,
or the allotment of Provinces, was at hand,
provided themiclves with fons by fraudulent
adoptions ;s then when in common with real
fathers they had obrained Pratorfhips and pro-
vincial Governments, they inftantly difmifled
fuch asthey had occafionally adopted. Hence
thofe who were genuine fathers, betook them-
fclves with mighty indignation to the Senate :
There they reprefented their own ¢ inherent
¢ right from nature, their many toils and pa-
¢ ternal cares beftowed in education and rear-
“ ing, in oppofition to the fraud, felfith de-
“ vices, and facility of thefe adoptions haftily
¢ madec, and fuddenly diflolved. To fuch as
¢ were childlefs, it was abundant compenfa-

XX 4 ‘ tion,
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¢ tion, that with much fecurity, and exempt
“ from all anxiety and charge, they could ar-
rive at public diftin¢tion, and honours, and
find every advantage in the ftate eafy and
open to their withes. For themfelves, the
preference enfured to them by the law, and
by them tedioufly expetted, w_amfhcd in
mockery, while every man had it in his
option to become a parent without parental
tenderncfs and follicitude, and fatherlefs
again without the lamentation and anguifh
of a parent, and by the collufive ceremony
¢ of a moment, arrived at equal emoluments
“ with natural fathers, by them fo long
¢ purfued.” This produced a decree of Sc.
nate, ¢ That in the purfuit of any public em-
“ ployment whatfoever, no feigned adoptions
¢ fhould have influence, nor yet avail in claim-
¢ ing eftates by will.”

WaaT followed was the accufation and trial
of CLaup1us TIMARCHUs of Crete, who,
befides other excefles common to the Gran-
dees of all provinces, elated with over-grown
wealth, and thence wantonly prompted to
domineer over their inferiors, had uttered an
expreflion, which imported great fcandal and
contumely upon the Scnate; as he had often
declared, that « it lay in his power, whether
¢ the Proconfuls who had obtained the go-
« vernment of Crete, fhould receive for their
¢ adminiftration the pubhc thanks; ” an occa-
fion which P.£Tus THRASEA fought to im-
prove to the benefit of the public; fo that, after

he
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he had delivered his vote, namely, < Thatthe

l(

accufed fhould be banifhed from Crete,” he

added the following fpccch “ It is a truth
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confirmed by experience, Confcript Fathers,
that rcnowned laws and wholfome prece-
dents are by upright patriots derived from
the tranfgreflions and delinquency of others :
Thus was the Cincian law produced by the
licentious behaviour of the Orators, the _]u—
lian ordinances by the caballings and cfforts
of the candidates for public preferments,
and the inflitutions of CaLPURNIUS the
Tribunpe, by the rapacioufnefs of the Magi-
ftratcs. For guilt is cver antecedent to pu-
nithment, and later than the offence comes
the corre@ion. To quecll thercfore this
frcth infolence of the Provincials, let us take
meafures worthy of the good faith, worthy
of the magnanimity of the Romans, fuch as
may no wife infringe the prote&ion duc to
our confederates, nor yet leave room for any
Roman to depend for his cftimation upon
other judgment than that of his fellow-citi-
zens. Of old, indeed, not Praxtors and
Confuls only, and men in office, were fent
into the Provinces; but private perfons in-
vefted with no magiftracy, were alfo fent,
to infpect the ftate of thofc Provinces in ge-
neral, and to report what they judged mect
concerning the civil obfervance of cvery
partlcular, and by the judgment of fingle
mfpe&ms nations werec awed.  But now we
court xorcwncm and flatter them ; and as at

“ the
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the beck of fome onec of them thanks are
decreed to our Magiftrates, from the fame
motive too, but with more facility, is their
accufation decreed: Nay, let fuch accufa-
tions be flill decreed s to the Provincials let
there always continuc a privilege of making,
in fuch inftances, an oftentation of thcir
power; but let their falfe and groundlefs
applaufe, their commendations extorted by
importunity and praycrs, be reftrained with
the famc rigour as the efforts of malice, as
the ravages of cruelty. Into heavier de-
faults we often fall, while we labour to
obligc, than when we are not afraid to of-
fend. There are cven certain virtues fub-
jeét to popular hate, fuch as a {everity never
to be fhaken, and a foul impregnable againft
all infinuation and courtthip. Hence the
adminiftration of our Magiftrates abroad, is
generally beft at the beginning, but relaxes
in the clofe, while in the fubmiflive man-
ner of candidates for honours at home, we
follicit favourable fuffrages from the Pro-
vincials. Now if this depraved cuftom be
cffeCtually fupprefled, the Provinces will be
ruled with more impartiality, with greater
firmnefs and refolution : For, as by the ter-
ror of the law againft extortion and rapine,
the force of avarice in the governors is
broken, {o by abolithing the ufage of giving
them public thanks, the court by them paid
to the Provinces is to be reftrained.

GREAT
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GrEeAT was the applaufe and univerfal the
affent, that accompanied this propofition from
TurAsEA, which yet could not be reduced
into a decree, fince the Confuls infifted that
the fame was foreign from the queftion firft
moved.. But afterwards, at the motion of the
Prince, it was ordained, ¢ That to the general
¢ council of the Provinces no man thould have
“ leave, to propofe a deputation to the Senate
“ for public thanks to any Pratorian or Pro-
“ confular Governor whatfoever; and that no
“ man fhould be allowed to execute fuch a
“ deputation.” During the fame Confuls, the
Athletic Academy was by a blaft of lightning
burnt to ruins, and in it the brazen ftatue of
NEero miclted to a fhapelefs mafs. In Cam-
pania too, the noble city which from Pom-
PEY takcs its name, was in a grcat meafure
overturned by an carthquake ; and this year died
L £L14 the Veftal virgin, into whote place was
affimed CorNEL1a, of the Coflian family.

In the Confulthip of MEMMIUS REGULUS
and VErGINIUs RuFrus, a daughter was by
Porr&a born to NEro, and filled him with
more than mortal joy, infomuch, that he named
her Augufta, and upon Porp £a conferred the
fame title. The place of her birth was the
Colony of Antium, where he himfelf was
born. The Scnate had before folemnly re-
commended to the Gods the pregnant womb
of Popr.£A, and, for her delivery, undertaken
public vows: Now many more were added,
and the whole amply fulfilled. Days of devo-

. tion,
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tion and proceflions were alfo {ubjoined s a
Temple was decreed to ¢ Fecundity, with
“¢ Athletic fports in imitation of thofe which
were peculiar to Antium; moreover, that
in the throne of Jupiter Capitolinus fhould
be placed golden images of the Fortunes;
and that at Antium, in honour to the Clau-
dian and Domitian families, Circenfian
games fhould be celebrated, as at the {uburbs
Bovllla: thcy were in ditinion to the Ju-
“ lian race.” Bur all thefe proved flecting
memorials ; for within four months the infant
expired : From whence arofe frefh fallies of
flattery 5 fince deification was voted to her,
with “ divine worfhip, a tabernacle, chapel,
“ and prieft.” For the Emperor, as he had
rejoiced, fo he forrowed, beyond all meafure.
It was a particular univerfally obferved, that
when juft upon the delivery of Porpsa, the
Scnate in a body flocked with congratulations
to Antium, THRASEA was by N£Rro reftrained
from accompanying them ; a contumely which,
though it foreboded his impending deftruction,
he yet reccived with a fpirit perfedtly undif-
mayed. It was reported that NERro afterwards
vaunted to SENEcA his own clemency and
reconciliation to THRASEA, and that to Nero
in return SENECA expwﬁed his gladnefs and
thanks. Hence frefh glory accrued to thefe
illuftrious patriots, and by it higher obnoxiouf-

nefs and danger.
DuRri1NG thefe tranfa&tions, there arrived in
the beginning of fpring, Embafladors from the
' Parthians,
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Parthians; charged with overtures from VoLo-
GESEs their King, and with letters in the fame
ftrain, that he now voluntarily relinquifhed
“ all his former meafures fo often contefted,
about the enjoyment of Armenia, fince the
Gods, though they were the fovereign arbi-
trator between potent ftates, and had yielded
the poffeflion of it to the Parthians, yet {o
yielded it, that thence ignominy devolved
upon the Romans. He had lately held T1-
GRANES blocked up in a fiege, then P£TUS
and the Legions; and when it was in his
power to have deftroyed them, it was his
choice to difmifs them unhurt. He had
fufficiently difplayed his forces and might,
and exhibited too a glaring proof of his
modcration. Neither would his brother
TiripaTEs refufe coming to Rome, there
to reccive the Armenian diadem; but that
as he was a Magian, the charalter of his
Pricfthood with-held him: He was ready,
however, to addrefs himfelf to the Roman
Enfigns, and to the Images of C&saR, and
there, in prefence of the Legions, receive
the folemn inveftiture of the Kingdom.”
WHuEeN ‘thefe letters of VOLOGESEs were
read, fo oppofite to the account tranfmitted
by P&tus, as if things remained entirely in
the fame fituation; the Centurion, who had
arrived with the Embafladors, was asked, < In
“ what condition ftood the Kingdom of Ar-
“ menia!” he anfwered, that ¢ all the Ro-
“ mans were to a man withdrawn from.
« thence ;™

€«
€«
144
111
«
144
[14
<
<«
[ 14
«
«
«
[ 44
€«
<«
(13
<«
(13
(14

<«



678 The AnNAL¢ BookXV,
“ thence;” and as hence was underftood the
fearn offered by the Barbarians, thus fuing for
a country which they had already feized, Nero
held a confultation with the principal Gran-
dees, whcther to engage in a perilous war, or
prefer an infamous peace s nor was there any
hefitation in refolving upon war ; and to Cor-
BULO, who by the cxperience of fo many
years, knew both thc foldiery and the encmy,
the fupreme command was committed, left
through the temerity and unskilfulnels of any
other, more faults and difgrace might be in-
curred 5 for, of P&£rus and his condu& they
were forely alhamed, The Embaffadors were
therefore difmiffled unfuccefsful, but diftin-
guilhed with prefents, thence to raife hopes
that, were TIRIDATES to bring his own fup-
plications, hc would not fupplicate in vain.
To Sestius was given the adminiftration of
Sytia, and to CorBULO were granted all the
military forces there, which were al(o increafed
by the addition of the fifteenth Legion, led by
Mar1vs CeLsus, from Pannonia. Dire&ions
were likewife written to the Kings and Te-
trarchs in the Eaft, to the Dcputies and Supet-
mtendents, and to the feveral Proprators who
ruled the ncighbouring Provinces, « to pay
“ cntire obedience to the orders of CorsuLO,”
who was thus trufted with much the fame ex-
tenfive authority, which the Roman people
had conferred upon PomPEY in his cxpedition
againft the Pirates. - Upon the return of P&TUS
to Rome, while he was dreading a more rigor-

ous
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ous trcatment, NErRO deemed it fufficient to
lath him with railleries in this manner; « I
« pardon you, faid he, inftantly, left, with that
¢ ftrange propenfity to fcar, you might pine
“ away, were your anxiety ever {o little pro-
“ tralted.”

Now when Corsuro had removed into
Syria the fourth and twelfth Legions, which,
from the lofs of all their braveft men, and the
confternation of the reft, were judged little
‘qualified for feats of war; he drew from that
Province the fixth Legion and the third, a body
of men freth and undiminifhed, hardened by
varicty of military toils, and accuftomed to
profpcrous exploits, and led them to Armenia.
To them he added the fifth, which being quar-
tered in Pontus had efcaped the late defeat.
Morecover, the foldicrs of the fifteenth Legion
lately arrived, and fome chofen bands from
llyrium and Agypt, with all the auxiliary
troops of horfe and companies of foot, as alfo
the {uccours from the confederate Kings, were
drawn together at Melitene, asfrom thence he
had concerted their pafling the Euphrates. He
then purified the army by the ufual {olemnity
of Luftration, and in a ftated affembly animated
them with a fpeech: In it he made a glorious
difplay « of the aufpicious {way and invinci-
“ ble fortune of C.gsar; of the fignal ex-
¢ ploits by himfelf atchieved;” and upon the
fimple conduét of PaTus he caft « whatever
‘“ contumelics or difafters had been fuftained.”
Thefc things he delivered with great fpirit and

authority,
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authority, which, in a military man like him,
carried all the forcc of cloquence.

HE took next the fame rout which of old -
was paffed by Lucurrus, having removed
whatever impediments, in {o long a courfe of
years, had clofed up the way: Neither did he
difcountenance the Embafladors, who where
approaching from TIRIDATES and VOLOGESEsS,
with overtures of peace; but, to confer with
them, appointed certain Centurions, whom he
furnithed with inftrutions no wife harfh;
namely, ¢ That as yet the conteft was not rifen
% to fuch height as that nothing could deter-
& mine it, but the decifion of the {word.
% The Roman arms had in rhany inftances becn
& profperous, in fome the Parthian; whence
% a leflon might be drawn againft arrogance
“ and prefumption in ecither. It moreover
“ concerned the intereft of TIRIDATES to pof-
“ fefs a Kingdom untouched by the ravages of
¢ war, by accepting it as the gift of the Ro-
¢ mans: more {ubftantially too would Voro-
¢ GESEs ftudy the advantage of the people of
& Parthia by an alliance with the Romans, than
¢ by involving both in mutual damagcs and
« mifchicf, It was well known what terrible
« revolts were then rending the bowels of his
b Monarchy, as alfo what fierce and unruly
¢ pations he governed. To the Ronman Em-
¢ peror, on thc contrary, there continued in
¢ all his dominions a ftcady peace, and only
¢ the weight of thatfingle war.” To enforce
his rcafonmg, he 1mmcd1atcly fubjoined the

terrors
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terrors of the {word, drove from their fcats
the Grandees of Armenia, who were the firft
revolters from us, razed their caftles, and filled
with equal difmay the inhabitants of the moun-
tains and thofe of the vales, the warriors, and
the unwarlike.

THE name of CorBuro was held in no
diftafte, much lefs in hoftile hate, even amongft
the Barbarians ; hence they believed his coun-
fel worthy to be trufted. VoOLOGEsEs, there-
tore, who was nevcer violent for a gencral war
with the Romans, now fought a truce for cer-
tain of his Governments. TIRIDATEs de-
manded a day and place for a conference ; and
a time near at hand was appointed : For the
place, as the Barbarians chofe that where they
had lately befieged P£TUs and the Legions,
from a fond remembrance of their more pro-
pitious atchicvements there, the fame was not
declined by CorBuLo, that from the different
face of his own fortune, his glory might be
augmented. Yet neither fuffered he the dif-
grace of P&Tus there to be blackened with
any frefh reproach; a tendernefs chiefly mani-
fet from hence, that he ordered the fon of
PeTus, one of his own Tribunes, to march
at the head of fome companies and commit
to fepulchres the ghoftly remains of that un-
fortunate field. Upon the day ftipulated, T1-
BERIUS ALEXANDER an illuftrious Roman
Knight, one fent with CorBuLoO as an afliftant
and infpeQtor, in the meafures of the war, and
with him, Vivianus ANN1uUs, fon-in-law to

Vor. IL Yy Cor-
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CorBuLo, onc under the age of a Senator,
but fet over the fifth Legion in the room of
its own Commander, entered together into
the camp of TIRIDATES, as a compliment of
honour, and that, pofifefied of fuch hoftages,
he might fear no guile. Then the King and
the General took each twenty horfe and pro-
ceeded tothe interview. At the fight of Cor-
BULO, the King leaped firft from his horfe,
nor was CorBuLo f{low to return the cour-
tety, and both, on foot, interchanged their
right hands.

THENCE the Roman Captain proceeded to
applaud the young Prince, ¢ that, renouncing
<« all defperate meafures, he had adopted fuch
“ as were wholfome and fecure.” TirI-
DATES, after a long difplay “ of the {plendor
 of hisrace,” purfued the reft of his difcourfe
with fufficient modcfty and condefcenfion ;
¢ That he would travel to Rome and prefent
“ a new, fubject of glory to C£saRr, a Prince
« of the Arfacides his fupplicant, at a feafon
“ when no public diftrefs impaired the affairs
< of Parthia.” It was then agreed that before
the image of Casar he fhould refign the
Royal Diadem, never to refume it more ex-
cept from the hand of NERro; thus ended the
conference with a mutual kifs. Then after
an interval of a few days, the two armies met
with mighty pomp and oftentation on both
fides. There ftood the Parthian horfe, ranged
into troops, and diftinguithed by the ftandards-
of their {everal nations ; here were pofted the

battalions
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battalions of the Legions, their Eagles glitter-
ing, their Enfigns difplayed, with the figures
of the deified Emperors exhibited like Dcities
in a Temple. In the center was placed a tri-
bunal, which fupported a chair of ftate, as did
the chair a ftatue of NEro: To this TIrI-
DATEs approached, and having, according to
form, {lain certain victims, pulled the Diadem
from his head and laid it at the feet of the
Statue. Great upon this occafion were the
emotions in the minds of all men; and the
greater as they had ftill before their eyes the
late overthrow, at leaft the late fiege of the
Roman armies: “ But now, intirely inverted
“ were the operations of fortune; TIrIDA-
“ 1Es was departing for Rome, expofed as a
“ fpeQtacle to the nations, under a charaéter

“ how little below that of a captive "
CorzuLo, to all hisglory, added aftions of
complaifance and a fumptuous banquet; during
which the King, as often as any ufage of ours,
new to him, occarred, was afliduous to know
what the fame might mean; why a Centurion
advertifed the General, when the watch was
firft fer? why, when meals were ended the
trumpet founded ! why the fuel upon the altar
reared before the Augural port, was kindled
with a torch? all which CoreuLo explained,
and heightening all beyond juft bounds, ftruck
him with admiration of the ancient inftitu-
tions of the Romans. The next day, T1rI-
DATEs befought “ fo much time, before he
“ undertook fo long a journey, as might fuffice
’ Yy to
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« to vifit his brothers and his mother;” and,
for an hoftage, delivered up his daughter, and
writ a 1uppl1unt letter to NERO.

Trus he departed, and found Pacorus in
Media, and at Ecbatana VoLoGEsEs, who, in
truth, was far from ncgle&ting the concerns

of this his brother : For, by a fpecial embafly
he had defired of CorsuLo, ¢ That TIRI-
«“ paTES might bear no \’1ﬁblc femblance of
flavery ; nor be obliged to furrender his
{word, nor bc dcbarred from the diflinétion
of c1nb1ac1ng the Governors of Provinces;
nor ftand waiting at their gates for admit-
tance ; and, that in Rome, the {fame honour
fhould be paid him as to the Confuls was
¢« paid.” In truth, that Prince, inured to the
prlde which prevails among forcigners, was a
firanger to the maxims of us Romans who
ﬂudy the energy of Empire, and overlook the
thadows and empty forms.

Tre fame year, C&sar conferred upon
thofe nations of the Alps who inhabit the fca
coaft, the rights and immunitics of Latium :
To thc Roman Knights he afligned places in
the Circus before the feats of the populacce;
for, till that time they fat there without difcri-
mmauon, as the fan&ions of the Rofcian law
were only confined to the fourteen rows in
the Theatre. On this ycar too was cxhibited
a combat of Gladiators -equally magnificent
with the former ; but many Ladics of illuftri-
ous quality, and mjany Senators, by cntcring
the lifts, infamoufly ftained themfelves.

(413
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In the Confulthip of Carus LeEcanius and
Marcus LiciNius, NEro became cvery day
more tranfported with a paflion for mounting
the public ftage, and entertaining the promif-
cuous multitude : For hitherto he had only
fung in the affemblics entituled Frvenalia,
which were reftrained to particular houfes and

gardens ; places which he defpifed, as not fuf-’
ﬁucntly ccelebrated, and too confined for a
voice fo fienal ashis. At Rome, howev cr, he
dared not to begin, but chofc Naplcs the fame
being a Greek city, “ where having made his
“ firt cflay, he would pafs thence over to
“ Greece, and there having, by vitory in fong,
“ gained the prize-crowns, ever {o highly re-
“ nowned and held facred of old, he could
“ not fail of attralting, with hcightened ap-
‘ plaufc, the hearts of the Roman citizens.
To this entertainment crowded all the rabble
of Neapolitans, with numbers from the neigh-
bouring citics and colonics, excited by the ru-
mour and curiofity of the fpettacle; befides’
fuch as followed the Emperor, cither in com-
pliment to him, or about privatc affairs of thcir
own : Nay, with thefc entered feveral bands
of foldiers, and all together thronged the
Theatres where an accident befel, which, in
the opinion of many, was fad and prefaging ;
but with Nero it pafled for a providential
cvent, and betokened the tutelage of his guar-
dian Deities: The Theatre, when the audi-
ence who filled it were retired, tumbled to
the ground, but as not a foul was in it, nonc
Yy 3 were

~
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were hurt by its ruins. For this deliverance
NEro celebrated the benignity of the Gods
in fongs of thankfgiving purpofely compofed,
as alfo the ftory and defcription of the recent
contingency. Then in his rout to pafs the
Adriatic, he refted a while at Beneventum,
where by VATINIUS Was prefented a fplendid
fhew of Gladiators. This VATINIUS was one
of the many baleful montfters that haunted the
court, and one of the foremoft, originally
bred in a fhoemaker’s ftall, in his perfon hide-
ous and diftorted, addited to fneering and
drollery, and at firft admitted merely as a
buffoon ; thence, by lying accufations againft
every worthy man, he had arrived to {uch high
confideration, that in favour, in opulence, and
in power to injure and deftroy, he even fur-

pafled the other implements of mifchief.
NERo, during the courfe of this folemnity,
though he attended it afliduoufly, forbore not
however, even in the midft of his diverfion
and pleafures, to purfue feats of blood 5 fince,
in thofe very days of feftivity, TorRQUATUS
SiLaNvus was forced to dic, for that, befides
the ancient fplendor of the Junian family, he
was great grandfon to the deified AvGusTus.
Againft him the accufers had orders to obje,
¢ his great prodigality and bounties ; and that
‘“ other refource and views he had none re-
“ maining, fave only in a public revolution.
« Nay, already he kept about him men with
<« the flile of principal Secretaries, of Chan-
¢« ¢cgllors, of Treafurers, names and offices of
¢ Imperial
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¢« Imperial grandeur, which he thus afpired to,
¢ and even perfonated.” Immediately, all his
freedmen, in any degree of intimacy with their
mafter, were caft into bonds, and hurried to
the dungeon. TorqQuaTtus, fecing his im-
pending condemnation, opened the veins of
both his arms, and expired; an event which
was followed, according to cuftom, with a
fpeech from NEro; ¢ That however guilty
“ the criminal had been, how juftly f{oever he
“ had defpaired of acquitting himfelf by any
““ defence, his life had ftill been fpared, had

“ he ftaid for the clemency of his Judge. ”
NEero, having deferred his voyage to Greece,
for rcafons which were not known, foon atter
re-vifited Rome, his head bufied with many
imaginations, all {mothered at firft, about thew-
ing himfelf to the Provinces in the Eaft, efpe-
cially to Agypt: At laft this projeft became
the fubje® of a public edict. In it he declared,
that “ his abfence would not be of long con-
¢ tinuance, and the Commonwealth, in all
¢ its parts, would continue the whilc in the
“ fame perfe&t quiet and profperity 3 then for
the fuccefs of that journey, he betook himfelf
in devotion to the Capitol. While he was
there, paying his oblations to the feveral Dei-
ties, as he entered amongft othcrs, into the
Temple of Vefta, he became feized with a
fudden and prevailing horror, which fhook
him in every joint 5 whether the awe of the’
Goddefs ftruck him with difmay ; or whether,
from the remembrance of his foulnefs and
Yy 4 crimes,
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crimes, he was ever haunted by terrors, it is
certain that he dropped his proje&t, making
many afleverations, “ That lighter with him
<« were all his purfuits than his paffion for his
“ Country : He had feen the forrowful looks
<« of the Roman citizens, he ftill heard their
« fecret complainings, that he would venture
upon fuch mighty travels, when, in truth,
they could never bear even his fhorteft ex-
curfions from Rome; as they were accuf-
tomed to be revived under all difafters, by
the joyful fight of the Prince. Hence it was
that, as in private confanguinities and friend-
thip, deareft in affeftion were the neareft in
“ blood, fo over himfelf above all confidera-
“ tions availed that of the Roman people; and
“ when they would thus retain him, it be-

“ hoved him to obey.” Thefc and the like
~ declarations of his were well pleafing to the
populace, from their propenfity to the revels
and diverfions, and from another motive ever
the moft prevalent of all, the {carcity of pro-
vifions apprehended in his abfence. The Se-
nate and Grandees were in fufpence whether
he were to be efteemed a more raging tyrant
at Rome, or remote from Rome; and thence,
according to the genius of all great and affe&t-
ing fears, they believed what happened, to be
the wortt thar could happen.

NEro himfelf, in order to gain a reputation
of delighting, above all places, in Rome, ban-
quetted frequently in the public places and
great {quares, and ufed the whole city as his

own
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own houfe. But, as particularly fignal for lux-
ury and popular obfervation, was the feaft pre-
parcd by TIGELLINUS ; I{hall here, for an cx-
ample, recount its order and ftate, that hence-
forth I may not be obliged to a frequent reci-
tal of the like enormous prodigalities. For
this purpofc, he built, in the lake of AGRirea,
a large veflel which contained the banquer,
and was itfclf drawn by other veflels with
oars : The veflels were embellifhed with diver-
fificd ornaments of gold and ivory, and rowed
by bands of Pathics, ranged according to their
feniority, and pre-cminence in the “{cience of
unnatural proftitutions. From divers regions
he had procured varicty of wild-fowl, and
wild beafts for venifon, with fea-fith as far as
the Occan. Upon the bordets and angles of
the lake ftood brothels filled with Ladies of
illuftrious rank : Over-againft them profcfled
harlots were expofed, completely naked. Now
every-where, were beheld obfcene poftures and
agitations ; and as foon as darknefs fpread, all
the ncichbouring groves and circumjacent
dwellings, refounded to cach other with the
joyful {ymphony of mufic and fongs, and ap-
peared all illuminated with a blaze of lights.
For NERO’s part, he wallowed in all forts of
defilcments, natural and unnatural.  He, in
truth, had then left no kind of abomination
untried, which could ferve to finifh his vile-
nefs, had he not, in a few days gfter, perfon-
ated 2 woman, and been given in marriage,
with all th¢ forms and folemnity of genuine

nuptials,
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nuptials, to one of this contaminated herd, a
Pathic named PyTHAGORAS : Over the Roman
Emperor, as over a bride, was caft the facred
nuptial veil ; the Augurs were feen in form
folemnizing the efpoufals, the portion of the
bride was openly paid, the bridal bed difplayed,
the nuptial torches kindled, and, in fine, to
view was expofed whatever, even in natural
commerce with women, is buried under the
fhades of night.

THeRE followed a dreadful calamity, but
whether merely fortuitous, or by the execrable
contrivance of the Prince, is not determined ;
for both are by authors aflerted : But of all the
evils which ever befel this city by the rage of
fire, this was the moft deftructive and tragical.
It arofe in that part of the Circus, which is
contiguous to mount Palatine and mount Coe-
Jius, where beginning amongft fhops, in which
were kept fuch goods as are proper to feed
the fury of fire, it grew inftantly outragious;
and being alfo aided by freth force from the
wind, it devoured the whole extent of the
Circus. For, ncither were particular houfes
_fecured by any enclofures, nor the Temples
by their walls, and it had nothing to encounter
capable of obftruting its violence; but the
flame fpreading every way, with terrible im-
petuofity, invaded firft the flat regions of the
city, then mounted to the higher, and again
ravaging the lower, fuch was its amazing velo-
city as to fruftrate all relief, and its havock was
felt before any meafures to oppofe it could be

tried,
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tried. Befides, the city was obnoxious to con-
flagrations from the difpofition of its building,
with long narrow allies, winding like labyrinths
to and fro, and ftreets void of all regularity, as
was the fathion of old Rome. Add to all this,
the fhrieks and wailings of women under woe
and difmay, the helplefs condition of the young
and tender, that of the aged and infirm, with
the confufion of fuch as ftrove only to provide
for themlelves, interfering with thofe whe
laboured to aflift others, thefe dragging the
weak and unweildy, thofe waiting for the like
help; fome running, others lingering. From
all which various efforts there arofe only mu-
tual interruption, and univerfal embarraffment;
and while they chiefly regarded the danger that
purfued them behind, they often found them-
{elves fuddenly befet before, and on every fide;
or if they had firft efcaped into the quarters
adjoyning, thefe too were already {fcized by the
devouring flames; even the parts which they
believed quite remote and excmpt, were dif-
covered to be under the fame affeiting cala-
mity. At laft, utterly perplexed what they had
belt {hun, or where to feck fanctuary, they
filled with their multitude the ftreets and ways,
and lay along in the open ficlds. Some there
were who, in defpair for the lofs of their whole
fubftance, and even bereft of daily fuftenance,
others who through tendernefs for their rela-
tions, whom they had not been able to fnhatch
from the flames, fuffered themfelves to perith
in them, though they had full fcope and op-

portunity



692 The Annars Book XV.

portunity to efcape. Ncither durft any man
offer to marr the progrefs of the fire: Such
were the rcpeated menaces of many who openly
forbid all attempts to extinguifh it; and, as
there were others who, in the tace of the pub-
lic, heightencd it by volleys of lighted fire-
brands, with loud declarations, “ that they
“ had onc to authorize them;” whether it
were a devicé for the more licentious excercifc
of plunder, or whether in reality they had fuch

orders.
NERoO was at that jun&ure {ojourning at An-
tium, but ncver offered to return to the city,
till he heard that the fire was advancing to that
quarter of his houfe which filled the fpace be-
tween the Palace and the Gardens of M £cE-
Nas : Nor, even upon his arrival, could its rage
be fraid, but, in {pight of oppofition, it de-
voured houfcs and palace, and cvery thing
round about. For the relief, however, of the
forlorn people, thus vagabond and bereft of
their dwellings, he laid open the field of Mars
and all the great edifices erected by AGRIPPA,
and called his monuments; he even prefented
them the ufe of his own Gardens. He like-
wife rcared hafty tabernacles, for the reception
of the deftitute- multitude : from Oftia too and
the neighbouring cities, by his orders, were
brought all forts of houfhold implements and
neceflaries ; and the price of grain reduced to
three fefterces the meafure. All which boun-
tics of his, however popular, were beftowed
in vain, without any gratitude returncd ; be-
caufg
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caufe a rumour had lown abroad, ¢ Thy,
¢ during the very time whenRome was under
the fury of confuming flames, he entered his
domeftic Theatre, and chanted the deftruc-
tion of Troy, likening the prefent defola-
tion to the tragical calamities of antiquity.”
At _length, on the fixth day, the conflagra-
tion was ftayed, at the foot of mount Efqui-
line, by levelling with the ground an infinite
number of buildings, and making a mighty
void; fo that the raging devaftation hitherro
uninterrupted, might find nothing to cncounter
but open ficlds and empty air. Scarce had the
late confternation ccafed, when a new and no
trivial alarm recurred ; for the fire broke out with
freth outrage, but in places more wide and
{pacious ; hence fewer lives were deftroyed:
but, more Temples were here overthrown, and
morc {umptuous Porticos, fuch as were appro-
priated to public diverfion and feftivity. This
conflagration too was {ubjet to the greater
mcafure of infamy, for that it rofe in the pof-
{eflions of TIGELLINUS, in the Amylian fieldss
whence it was conjecturcd, that NERrRO was
thus aiming at the glory of building a new
city, and calling it by his name. For, of the
fourtcen quartgrs into which Rome is divided,
four were flill ftanding entire, three lay in
utter ruins; and, in the feven others, there
remained only here and there a few thadows
of houfes, mifcrably fhattered and hait con-
fumed.
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s EAsY it were not to recount the number of
the houfes, fquares, palaces, and temples which
were loft: But foremoft in antiquity and primi-
tive rites, were the following edifices, that de-
dicated by Servius Turrius to the Moon ;
the Temple and great Altar confecrated by
EvanDer the Arcadian to Hetcules then a
living Deity, and prefent in perfon; the Chapel
vowed by RoMuLus to Jupiter the Stayers
the Court of Numa, with the Temple of Vefta,
and in it the tutclar Gods peculiar to the Ro-
mans; ail now confumed to ruins. In the
fame fatc were involved the treafures acquired
and accumulated by fo many vittories; the
beautiful productions of Greek artifts, ancient
writings of celcbrated Authors, and till then
preferved perfeétly intire, which, though many
of them were flill remembered by aged men,
yet even upon the reftoration of the city with
fuch mighty luftre and embellithments, could
never be retricved nor fupplied. There were
thofc who obferved, that on the eighteenth of

uly the firec began, the fame day on which the
Gauls, called Senones, having taken and fpoiled
the city, burnt it to the ground : Others were
fo curious in their calculation, as to reckon
the juft number of years, months and days
between the two conflagrations. *

* [ doubt the text here is taulty. Perhaps it ought to
be read, as it is in one of the Manufcripts, Between the
“ foundation of the city, and both conflagrations. Inzer
% conditam arbem ¢ utraque incendia.®

For
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For the refts NERO appropriated to himfelf
the ruins of his native country, and upon them
founded a palace, one where profufion of gold
and precious ftones, raifed not the chief admi-
ration; fince thefe were ftale and ufual orna-
ments, fuch as from diffufive luxury were be-
come long common : But the principal furprize
arofe from the fpacious glades, and large artificial
lakes. In imitation of vaft wildernefles, here
ftood thick woods and fhades; there lay ample
lawns, avenues, and open views. The pro-
jeGtors and comptrollers of this plan, were
SeveRUs and CELER, two men of fuch teme-
rity and enterprizing talents, as to attempt to
remove by art the everlafting obftacles of na-
ture, and to baffle, in vain cxperiments, all
the Emperor’s power. For they had under-
taken to fink a navigable canal from the lake
Avernus to the mouth of the Tiber, over a
dry and defert fhore, or through fteep inter-
vening mountains. Yet in all that way, they
could not have encountered any fource of
moifture for fupplying water, fave only the
marfh Pomptina: The reft was every where a
fucceflion of rocks, or a foil perched and un-
trattable :. Or, had it even been poflible to have
broke through all obftru&tion, intolerable had
been the toil, and theend incompetent. NErO
however, zecalous for atchieving feats which
were deemed incredible, exerted all his might
to perforate the mountains adjoining to Aver-
nus; and to this day remain the traces of his
romantic and abortive ambition.

THE
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THE remainder of the old foundations,
which his own court covered not, was afligned
for houfes; nor were thefe placed, as after it
was burnt by the Gauls, at random and ftrag-
lings but the ftrects were delineated revulaxly
fp1c1ous and ftreight ; the height of the build-
ings was reftrained to a certain ftandard; the
courts were widened s and, to all the great
houfes which ftood by themﬁlvcs for icunuw
their fronts, large Porticos were added. Thefc
Porticos NErRO cngaged to rear at his own cx-
pence, and then to deliver to cach proprictor
the (quares about them, difcharged of all rub-
bith. He morcover afligned donatives propor-
tioned to every man’s rank and {ubftance; and
fet a day for payment, on condition that azainft
that day their feveral houfes or palaces were
finithed. He appointed the marthes of Oftia
for a rcceptacle of the ruins, and that with
thefe the veflels, which had conveyed grain up
the Tiber, fhould return laden back; that the
new buildings fhould be raifed to a certain
height from the foundation, without rafters or
boards; that they fhould be arched and parti-
tioned with ftone from the quarries of Gabii or
Alba, thefame being proof acainft the violence
of firc: That over the common fprings, which
were licentioufly diverted and wafted by pri-
vate hands, overfcers fhould be placed, to pro-
vide for their flowing in greater abundance
into the public cifterns, and for fupplying a
greater number of places: That every houfe-
keeper thould furnifth his yard with fome ma-

chinc
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thine proper to extinguith fires neither fhould
there be any more a comnion intermediate wall
between houfe and houfe, but within its own
independent walls every houfe fhould be en-
clofed. Thefe regulations, which importing
the general benefit of the citizens, wete popu-
larly received, derived alfo much beauty and
decoration uwpon the new city. Yet, fome
there were who believed the ancient form
and ftruéture more conducing to health; as
from the narrowncfs of the ftrects, and the
height of the building, the tays of the fun
were hardly felt or admitteds whereas now,
fo {pacious was the breadth of the ftreets, and
fo utterly deftitute of all fHade, that the heat
fcorched with unabated rage.

THus far the provifions made, were the
refult of counfels purcly human. The Gods
are next accofted with expiations, and recourfe
had to the Sibyll’s Books. By admonition from
them, to Vulcan, Cecres and Proferpina, fup-
plicatory facrifices were made, and Juno atoned
by the devotion of Matrons, firft folemnized
in the Capitol, then upon the next {hore, where
by water drawn from the fea the Temple and
Image of the Goddefs were befptinkled, and
her feaft and wake were celebrated by Ladies
who had husbands. But not all the telief that
could come from man, not all the bounties
that the Prince could beftow, nor all the atone-
ments which could be prefented to the Gods,
availed to acquit Nero from the hideous
charge, which was ftill univerfally beclieved,

Vor IL Zz that
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that by him the conflagration was authorized.
Hence to fupprefs the prevailing rumour, he
transferred the guilt upon fictitious criminals,
and fubjetted to moft exquifite tortures, and
doomed to executions fingularly cruel thofe
people who, for their deteftable crimes were
already in truth univerfally abhorred, and
known to the vulgat by the name of Chri-
ftians. The founder of this name was CHRIsT,
one who in the reign of Tiserius fuffered
death as a criminal, under PonTiUs PILATE
Imperial Procurator of Judza, and, for a while,
the peftilent fuperftition was quelled, but re-
vived again and fpread, not only over Judea,
where this evil was firft broached, but even
through Rome, the great gulph into which,
from cvery quarter of the earth, there are tor-
rents for ever flowing of all that is hideous
and abominable amongft men : Nay, in it the
filthy glut of iniquity never fails to find popular
reverence and diftin&ion.  Firft therefore were
{eized fuch as freely owned their fe&, then, a
valt multitude by them difcovered; and all
weré convicted, not fo much for the imputed
ctime of burning Rome, as for their hate and
enmity to human kind. To their death and
torture were added the aggravations of cruel
derifion and fport; for, ecither they were dif-
guifed in the skins of favage beafts, and expofed
to expire by the teeth of devouring dogs; or
they wete hoifted up alive, and nailed to crofies;
or wrapt in combuftible veftments, and fet up
as torches, that, when the day fet, they might

be
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be kindled to illuminate the night. For pre-
fenting, this tragical {fpeftacle, NERO had lent
his own gardens, and exhibited at the fame
time the public diverfion of the Circus, fome-
times driving a' chariot in perfon, and, at in-
tervals, ftanding as a fpeftator amongft the
vulgar, in the habit of a charioteer. Hence it
proceeded, that towards the miferable fufferers,
however guilty and juftly deferving the moft
exemplary death, popular commiferation arofe,
as for people who, with no view to the utility
of the State, but only to gratify the bloody
fpirit of one man, were doomed to perith.

IN the mean time, in order to fupply his
prodigality with moncy, all Iraly was pillaged,
the Provinces were fqueezed and defolated; fo
were the feveral nations our confederatcs, and
all thofe cities which have the title of free. In
this general fpoil, even the Gods were involved,
their Temples in the City plundered, and from
thence all the treafures of gold conveyed,
which the Roman people, in every age of their
ftate, either as monuments of triumphs cele- ‘
brated, or of vows fulfilled, had folemnly
confecrated, both in their times of profperity,
and in feafons of public peril. Through Greecg
and Afia, in truth, the Deities were not only
defpoiled of their glfts and oblations, but even
of their Statues and Images; for, into thefe
Provinces, and with this commiflion, had been
(ent ACRATUS his freedman, and SECUNDUS
CARINAS, the former a prompt inftrument to
execute any iniquity, however black and fla-

Zz2 grant;
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grant s the ‘other'a man pradtifed in ‘the Greck
learnitig, which however funk no decper than
His lips, and with virtuous acquirements he had-
fever formed his foul. ' Of SENEca it was
reported,  That to avert from himf{clf the
“ odium and imputation -of this facrilege, he
“ had befought NEro ‘for leaye to retire to a
¢ feat of his own, remotc from Rome, but
“ was refufed, and thence feigning an indifpo-
“ fition in his nerves, confined himfelf to his
¢ chamber.” It'is by fome authors recorded,
 Thata freedman of his, named CLEONICUS,
“ had, by the command of NxRro, prepared
poifon for his mafter, who efcaped it, either
-from the difcovery made by the freedman,
.or from the caution infpired by his own in-
ceflant apprehenfions; while with 4 diet ex-
cecding fimple he fupported an abftemious
¢ lifey fatisfying the call of hunger by wild
“ fruit from the woods, and of thirft by a
“ draught from the brook.”
< ABoUT the fime time a body of Gladiators,
who were kept 4t the city of Prznctte, la-
boured an efcape and revolts and though by
the diligence of the foldiers who guarded them
they were maftered and {upprefled, the pcople
were already in bufy murmurs reviving the
terror-of SPARTACUS and the public mifcries
of old;; fond as they ever are of agitations and
novelty, yet ever frightened by them. Nor
Was it long after this thar a fatal difafter befel
the fleer, from no encounter in war ; for {carce
ever was known a time of fuch profouud peace:

But
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But NERO had ordered the gallies to return ta
the coaft of Campania at a limited day, with-
out any allowance made for the changes and
cafualgies of thedeep. So that the Pilots, cven
while the fea raged, fteered from the port of
Formia, and, by a violent tempeft from the
South, while they ftruggled to double the Cape
of Mifenum, were driven upon the fhore of
Cuma, where many gallies of three banks of
oars, and a number of {maller veflels, were
wrecked.

In the clofe of the year, the heads and
mouths of the people were filled with a long
rote of prodigies, as fo many heralds of im-
pending calamities. At no time had thunder
roarcd, or lightning fhot with fuch fiercenefs
and frequency, befides the appearance of a
Comet, an omen cver expiated by NEro with
the effufion of illuftrious blood. In the ftreets
and roads were found expofed fcveral mon-
ftrous births with double heads, fome of the
human fpecies, fome of brutes; as alfo from
the bellies of viims fome fuch were taken,
when for the facrifice cuftom required beafts
that are pregnant : And in the territory of Pla-
centia, by the fide of the public way, was
brought forth a calf with its head growing
upon its leg, a prodigy which, according to
the xntcrpretatlon returned by the Soothfaycrs
boded, ¢« That for human kind another head
¢ was preparing, but one which would never
¢ arrive at firength, or remain concealed ; for
f¢ that this which prefaged it, had lain rcpref{‘cd

Zz 3 “in
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‘ in the womb, and then iflued into the world
‘ clofe by the public road.”

SiLrus Nerva and ATTICUs VESTINUS
commenced Confuls, during the progrefs of a
confpiracy fo vigorous that to the fame mo-
ment it owed its beginning and advancement.
In it Senators, Knights, foldiers, and even
women, had engaged with a {pirit of eagernefs
and competition ; fuch was their deteftation of
NEro, and equally ftrong their zeal for Catus
P1so. This Patrician, adefcendent of the Cal-
purnian houfe, and by the noblenefs of his
paternal blood, allied to many illuftrious fa-
milies, was, for his own virtue, or for qualities
that refembled virtues, hcld amongft the popu-
lace in fignal applaufe: for, as he was a mafter
of eloquence, he employed it in the patronage
and defence of his fellow citizens; he was
generous to his friends and acquaintance; and
even toward fuch as were unknown to him,
complaifant in his language and addrefs. He
pofiefled, with thefe advantages, others that
were fortuitous, tallnefs of perfon and a grace-
ful countenance : But ftriftnefs of life and man-
ners he never pradtifed, nor obferved reftraints
in his pleafuress the ways of delicacy he ever
indulged, as alfo thofe of magnificence, fome-
times the excefles of luxury. Many too there
were who approved this his condu&, fuch who,
in a general prevalence of debauchery, would
not have the fupreme head confined in his
morals, nor ftri¢tly fevere.

It
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It was from no ambition or purfuit of hig
that the birth of the confpiracy fprung; and
yet I could not eafily recount who he was that
firft concerted it, nor who animated a defizn
which was by fuch a number efpoufed. That
Susr1us Fravius Tribune of a Pratorian Co-
hort, and SurLpicius Asper the Centurion,
were the keeneft champions in it, the fpirit
and conftancy with which they encountered
death, do abundantly evince. LucaAN the
Poet,and PLauTtI1us LATERANUS, Conful
cle@t, concurred from ardent animofity and
hate, the former ftimulated by perfonal provo-
cations, for that NErRo had obftru&ted the
fame of his Poems, and, from a ridiculous emu-
lation, forbid their publication. LATERANUS
was piqued by no injury done to himfelf, but,
from fincere affettion to the Republic, be-
came an accomplice. But there were two men,
FrLavius Scevinus and AFRANIUS QUINC-
TIANUS, both Senators, who, by engaging in
an enterprize fo great and daring, and even
claiming to be foremoft in the execution, de-
parted from the conftant charalter of their
lives; for, SceviNuUs had a foul drowned in
fenfuality, and thence led a ftupid life devoted
to fleep and floth: QuiNcTIANUS Was infa-
mous E)r unnatural proftitution; and, having
been by NERO expofed in a virylent Satire, to
revenge the indignity he confpired.

Now as all thefe, as well in conferences
with one another, as amongft their friends,
were ever difplaying  the inhuman cruelties

Zz 4 “ af
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«¢ of the Prince, the condition of the Empire,
threatened with inftant diffolution, and the
neceflity of fubftituting in his place fome
one capable of relieving the afflicted ftate;”
they drew into the combination TuLrius
SENEc10, CERVARIUSPROCULUS, VULCATUS
Araricus, JurLius TUGURINUS, MUNATIUS
GraTUs, ANTONIUS NATALIS, and MAR-
TIus FEstus, all Roman Kpights. ~ Of thefe
SENEcTO, Who had lived in fingular intimacy
with NEro, and preferved even then the face
of favour, was thence the more encompafied
with dread and danger. To Narar1s all thé
fecret purpofes in the heart of P1so were open
without referve : fecret views governed the
reft, and they fought their own intereft in a
“change. Of the men of the {word, befides
Susr1us and Sureicius, the officers already
mentioned, there were affumed as accomplices,
GRrANIUS SILVANUS and STATIUS PrROXIMUS,
Tribunes of the Praztorian bands, with the
Centurions MaxiMus Scaurus, and VENE-
TUs PauLLus. But, astheir main ftrength and
dependence, they confidered FENIUs RuFus,
Captain of the Imperial Guards, a man for life
and eftimation, in fignal credit and popularity,
on¢ who expofed himfelf to daily perils from
the hate and perfecution of TiGELLINUS, his
collegue, who, by the recommendations of a
cruel fpirit, and manners altogether impure,
had gained a fuperior afcendancy in the heart
of the Prince, and, labouring to deftroy him
by forged crimes, had often well nigh effcéted

his
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lis deftrudion, by alarming NErRO with the
views and difcontents of RUFus, ¢ as one who
« had been engaged in a criminal commerce
with A GRIPPIN A, and, in anguifh and re-.
¢ {entment for hcr untimely cnd was bent
¢ upon vengeance.” As foon thercfore as the
confpirators had, from the frequent difcourfe
of the Captain, received full conviction that he
too had cmbraced their party, they proucdcd
more rcfolutely to debate about the time and
phcc of the affaffination. It was rcported,
¢ That Susrius Fravius had undertaken to
make the firlt onfet, and affail Nero, cither
while he was chanting in the Theatre, or
{cauring from place to placc, in his drunken
revels by night, unattended by his guards.”
In the latter proje& an jncitement from foli-
tude; in the former, even the great conflux of
people, all vxtncffcs of an cxplmt fo glorious,
had roufed his foul, to a purpofe fo full of
noblencfs and merit, had not a follicitude to
cxecute it with xmpumty, reftrained him; a
confideration which, in all grand cnterprizcs,
is ever unfcafonable and fatal
IN the mean time, while they were hefi-
tating and protra&ting the ifluc of their hopes
and fcars a certain woman, named EPICHARIS,
applied herfclf to roufe the confpirators; though
it was a perfect myftery by what means fhe
came at all apprized of the confpiracy (for till
then fhe had never fhewn any regard to aught
that was worthy or honourablc) at laft, {hc
became impaticnt of their flownefs, and retire-
ing
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ing to Campania, employed all her induftry
and skill to alienate the hearts of the chief
officers in the fleet riding at Mifenum; and,
to engage them in the defign, fhe began in the
following manner. In that fleet Vorusius
Procurus had the command of a thoufand
marincs, one of the minifters of blood em-
ployed to difpatch the mother of Nero, and,
in his own opinion, not diftinguithed with
promotion equal to the mighty “and merito-
rious murder. As this officer, whether from
old acquaintance with EpicHARIs, or a friend-
fhip newly contraéted, recounted to her * his
¢ fignal fervices to Nero, and how fruitle(s
¢ they had been beftowed,” and as he fub-
joined ¢ bitter complaints, with a fettled re-
“ folution of taking vengeance whenever op-
¢ portunity arofe,” the conccucd hopes that he
might be engaged himfelf in the defign, and”
to it conciliate many others. Nor of {mall
moment was the aid and concurrence of the
ficet, and frequent were the opportunities of
cxerting it, as NEro took fingular delight in
failing often about the coafts of Mifenum and
Puzzoli. Epicuaris thercfore, in anfwer to
Procurus, urged many reafonings, with a
detail of all the crying cruelties committed by
the Prince. She added, ¢ That to the Senatg
« nothing remained tp be done towards ac-
« complithing his fall; only it was already
¢ determined to what pains the tyrant muft
¢ be doomed for deftroying the Roman ftate,
* What therefore was to be expetted from
¢« PRQ‘
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« ProcuLus, but that he fhould aflume the
« task with zeal, affociate in the caufe all the
¢ bravet foldierss and then depend upon a
« recompence worthy of fuch {ublime fervice.”
From him, however, the concealed the names
of the confpirators: hence it was that even
when he had betrayed to NEro her whole
difcourfe, his difcovery availed nothing. For,
when EricHARIs was fummoned, and con-
fronted with the informer, as his charge
againft her was {upported by no witnefles, fhe
found it eafy to refute and baffle him. After
all, the was detained in prifon, becaufe Nero
vehemently fufpetted, that thefe matters were
not the more falfc for not being proved to be

true.
NOoTWITHSTANDING the filence of Ep1-
CHARIS, the confpirators, who were thoroughly
alarmed with the dread of a difcovery, came
to a refult to haften the affaflination, and to
do it at Baiz in a villa belonging to P1so,
whither the Emperor often reforted, charmed
with the loveline(s of the place, and there wont
to bath and banquet, remote from his guards
and the other incumbrances of Imperial ftate.
But in this, P1so would by no means concur :
he alledged < the general abhorrence which
¢ muit enfue, were the inviolable rites of the
< table, were the Gods of hofpitality, defiled
¢ by the blood of a Prince, however vile he
f¢ were : hence it were more advifeable to dif-
¢« patch him at Rome, in that fame detefted
¢¢ houfe which with the fpoils of the unhappy
¢ citizens’
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. % citizens he had reared ; or, rather they ought,
in the face of the public, to execute a deed,
¢ which for the benefit of the public they had
¢ undertaken.”  Thus he reafoned openly
amongft the confpirators, but, his heart, was
influenced by fecret jealoufy, as he dreaded
Luctus S1L,ANUs a man of tranftendent qua-
lity, -and, by the tuition of Carus Cass1us,
by whom he was bred, ennobled with accom.
plithments proper for every the moft refplen-
dent dignity; let SiLaNuUs might feize the
vacant fovercignty for himfelf, as he would be
fure of inftant afliftance from all fuch as were
clear’ of .the copfpiracy, and from all thofe
whq fhould prove affeted with compaflion
for NEro, as for one traiteroufly flain. There
were many who believed, that “ Piso like-
* wife diftrutted the lively and turbulent {pirie
of the Conful VestiNus, whether he might
not be prompted to reftore liberty and the
ancient government, or elfg, procuring fome
other than Piso to be chofen Emperor,
-turn the Republic into a gift of his own be-
-flowing.”  For in the confpiracy he had no
thare, though N&ro afterwards, under the im-
putation of this yery crime, doomed him an
innocent facrifice to fatiate his own inveterate
rancour,

At length they agreed to perpetrate their
dcfigns upon the anniverfary facred to Ceres,
and always folemnized with the Circenfian
games 3 for that, the Emperor who otherwife
came {cldom abroad, but remained fhut up in

his
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his apartnrents or gardens, was yct wont to
frequent the diverfions of the Circus, where,.
during the gayety and pleafures of the fports,
accefs to him was more readily obtained. The
fcheme of their plot they contrived on this
wife : “ LATERANUS, in the pofture of a fup-
¢ plicant, and feigning to implore relief in
“ his domeftic affairs, was to fall at the Prince’s
“ fcet, and, while he apprehended no fuch:
¢ attempt, throw him down, and, as LaTE-
¢ raNUs was of a daring {pirit and huge in
¢ ftature, hold him fixt to the place. While
¢ he lay thus prefled and entangled, the Tri-
¢ bunes, Centurions, and all the geft, accord-
€ ing as they felt themfelves prompted by pre-
“ fent impulfc and magnanimity, were in-
¢¢ ftantly to ruth in and flay him. That Sck-
¢ vinus thould be the foremoft to ftrike,” was
a task by himfelf earneftly claimed ; for, from
the Temple of Health in Etruria, or, as others
have recorded, from that of Fortunc in the
city of Ferentum, he had brought away a dag-
ger, and carried it conftantly about him, as a
weapon confecrated to the perpetration of a
dced of mighty moment. It was moreover
concluded, “ That P1so fhould wait the event
“ in the Temple of Cercs, and be thence
“ brought forth by FEN1Us, Captain of the
¢ Guards, and the other confpirators, and con-
¢ du&ted to the camp; morcover, in order to
“ attratt the affettions of the populace, AN-
“ toNIA,daughter of the late emperor CLAv-
“ p1Us, was toaccompany him.” A particular

re-
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recorded by Ca1us PLiN1vus; for myfelf,
I was determined to fupprefs no circumftance
in what way foever delivered ;s however mar-
vellous and inconfiftent it may feem, that cither
AnTOoNIA fhould contribute hef name, and
rifque her life, to promote a fcheme, to her-
felf altogether fruitlefs and vain; or, that P1so,
a man umverfally known to have been paf-
fionately fond of his wife, thould engage to
marry another; were it not that, of all the
paflions which attuate the heart of man, the
Jutt of rcigning is the moft vehement and
flaming,.

Bur, wopderful it was, in a combination
fo numecrous, fo varioufly framed, amongft
thofe of every condition, different in rank, in
quality, fex, and age, many wcalthy, many
poor, all things thould be buried in fuch faith-
ful fecrecy, till from the family of ScEviNus
the traiterous difcovery firft arofe. The day
before that of the defigned affaflination, he had
been engaged in a long conference with AN-
TONIUS NATALIS, and immediately, upon
returning home, {fealed his will; then un-
theathing the dagger mentioned above, he
complained that it had lain fo long negleted
till it was become blunt, ordered it to be
grinded into an edge, and the point to be ac-
curately fharpened. The charge of this he
committed to MI1L1CHUS, one of his freedmen,
and next betook himfelf to a repaft more gaudy
and profufe than ordinary. His favourite flaves
he prefented with their liberty, others with

fums
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fums of moncy; upon his countenance too
there hung clouds and melancholy ; and it was
apparent, “that his mind laboured with fome
grand defign, though he countetfeited cheer-
~ fulnefs by many flarts of difcourfe upon as
many fubjefts. At laft, he direGted the fame
MILIcHUS to prepare bandages for wounds,
and applications for ftopping blood' whether
the freedman were in truth already ptivy to
the confpiracy, and had hitherto perfevered in
fidelity, or whether he were utterly in the
dark, and then firft, as feveral authors have
written, gathered from confequences his fudden
fufplcmn For, when the frecedman, ftill ated
by the bafe fpmt of a flave, revolved ‘with him-
felf the recompence to be expetted from prove-
ing a traitor to his mafter, and at the fame’
t1mc beheld, as already hxs own, immenfe
wealth and potent {fway; he renounced at once
- every tie of faith, all tendernefs for his Lord,
and all remembrance of liberty by him ge-
ncroufly beftowed. In truth, befides his own
mercenary motives, he had taken counfel of
his wife, a woman’s counfel and the worft;
for the was ever urging him with the dreadful
peril of hiding treafon, ¢ That many freed-
“ men, many flaves, had beheld, as well as
“ he, the fame things, and of no availment
“ would prove the filence of one; and yet
“ only by one, whoever he were who firft
¢ difcovered, would all the rewards be reaped.”
MivLicHus, therefore, at the firft dawn of
_day; went ftraight to the Gardens of Servi-
L1US,
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L1US, whcrc Nero then abode, and, being
refufed admittance, declared that he brought
< mighty and horrible difcoveries,” with fuch
earneftnefs, that he was conducted by the por-
ters to EPAPHRODITUS, a freedman of NERO's,

and by him forth\vuh to NEro himfelf. To
‘him he reprefented, ¢ what formidable con-
< {piracies were concertcd what mortal danger
« was juft impending,’ thh all the circum-
fances which he had heard, with whatever
from his own obfervation he conjeétiired, and
even fthewing the dagger dcftined to deftroy
him, defired the criminal to be inftantly pro-
duced. ScEviNus was by the foldiers haled
haftily thither, and procecding to his defence,
an{wered, ¢ That for the dagger with which
<« he was charged, it was a rclique left him by
< his forefathers; ever held facred in their fa-
« mily, by himfclf always kept in his chamber,

« and from thence traitcroufly conveyed away
« by his freedman. New wills he had often
“ made, and fealed them, without obferving
 any diftinction of days. Frcquently before
< this, he had beftowed upon his flaves liberty
« and largefles, lately with the greater libe-
< rality, for that, his fortune being reduced,
« and his creditors importunate, he diftrufted
« his power of gratifying his domeftics by le-
<« gacies. A generous table he had ever kepe,

« and cver indulged himfelf in a lifc of eafe
« and pleafure, fuch as by the rigid cenfurers
< of manncrs, was but little approved. Drefles
- ¢ for wounds, he had ordered none; but, as
“all
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“ all the other imputations objetted by his
“ freedman, were manifeftly impotent and
“ vain, he had invented and added a charge of
¢ treafon, fuch as might enable him to be at
“ once witnefs and accufer.” His words he
enforced with an undaunted {pirit; he even
charged the accufer, as  a fellow  altogether
¢ peftilent and traitcrous, and his tetimony
“ incompetent,” with a voice and countenance
fo intrepid, that the informer muft have been
baffled, but for his wife. She advertifed him,
that < with SceviNnus, ANTONIUS NATALIsS
“ had hceld a long converfation and cxceeding
“ fecret, and that both were clofe confidents
« of CATUS Piso.”

NaraLis therefore was called, and both
werc examined, but apart, concerning ¢ the
« parnculals, and the fubject of that convcria—
“ tion.” As their an{wers varied, caufe of
fufpicion arofe, and they were thrown into
irons; but the fight of the rack, and the me-
naces of torture, ncither could bear. NATALIS
however was foremoft to confefs, as better ac-
quainted with the whole order and progrefs
of the confpiracy, and withal more expert in
impcaching.  Firft, he difcovered how far P1so
was concerned, afterwards to him he added
SENEcA; whether he had indeed afted as an
inter-agent between him and P1so, or whether
he only did it to purchafe the favour of NEro,
who, in ardent hate to SENECA, was daily
hunting after all forts of devices to deftroy
him. Now ScevINUs, having learnt that by

Vor. IL Aaa NataLts
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NataLts a confeflion was made, yielded to
the fame imbecility of {pirit; or, perhaps, he
belicved that alrcady the confederacy was, in
cvery particular, difclofed, and from his own
filence no emolument to be expetted. Hence
he declared all the other accomplices.  Of thefe
Lucan and QuUiNcTIANUS, and SENECIO;
perfited long in denying the charge; but at
length, by a promife of their exemption from
punifhment, they foffered themfelves to be
corrupted 5 then, to atone for their late {low-
refs, they named their deareft friends. LucanN
informed againft ATTILLA, his own mother,
QuixcriaNus againft Gricius GALLUs, and
SeNEcIo againlt ANN1IUs PoLL1o.

NEro, the while recolleéted that, upon the
cvidence of VoLusius PRocuLvus, EPICHARIS
was holden in cuftody, and, fuppofing that the
tender body of a woman could never endure
the rage of the rack, erdered her to be cruthed
and mangled with variety of torments. But
neither the fury of ftripes, hot of fire, nor of
the torturers, who tore her with the more
vchemence, left, with all their dexterity and
cfforts in cruelty, they fhould be at laft {corned
and baffled by a woman, could at all vanquifh
her.  She ftill utterly denied every particular
objeéted ; this was the iffue of the torture the
firlt day, and by her its violence was defpifed.
The day following, as fhe was returning to
fuffer a repetition of the fame outragcous
torments, and rcconducted in a chair (for, all
dhier members being rent and disjointed, fhe

' could
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could not fupport herfelf) with the girdle-that
bound her breafts, the framed a noofe for her
ncck, and tying it to the canopy of the chair,
hung upon it with all the weight of her body,
and thence diflodged the flender remains of
life. Behind her fhe left an example the more
fignal and heroic, for that a woman who was
once a flave, fhould, upon an occafion fo try-
ing and important, undergo torturc and dcath,
to prote& fuch to whom fhe had no tye of
kindred or friendfhip, nay, fuch as fhe fcarce
knew; when men, men born free, when Ro-
man Knights, and Senators of Rome, without
once feeling the torture, betrayed, without
exception, every one the deareft pledges which
he had in friendthip and blood. For, LucanN
too and SENEcIO, and QUINCTIANUS, never
ceated making difcoverics, and were ftill naming
moye accomplices; a detail which was incef(-
fantly adding to the affright and difmay of
NERro 5 though he had, with guards redoubled,
fenced himfclf in.  Nay, as if he mecant to
have imprifoned Rome itfelf ; upon the walls,
all round, bands of foldiers werc pofted : even
the {ca and the Tiber were garrifoned.  More=
over, parties of foot and horfe were perpetually
ranging every-where, in the public fquares, in
private houfes, even through the circumjacent
territory, and neighbouring municipal towns.
But, with both horfc and foot, there were
Germans intermixt; for, inthem, as they were
forcigners, the Prince chiefly confided. Thence-
forth, the accufed were haled in whole droves,

Aaaz2 numbers
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numbers after numbers, “‘without intermiflion,
towards his tribunal, and lay in miferable ex-
pectation, at the gates of his Garden. When
they had enteted, in order to be fucceflively
heard, if it appeared, ¢ that they had ever been
< feen cay ot {miling with any of the confpi-
‘¢ rators, or happcned to {peak to them, though
“« fortmtouﬂ}, or to mect them, however un-
¢ expectedly, or to have been common guets
« at the famc table, or fat together at fome
“ public thew ;™ all this, or any part of it,
was imputed as guilt and treafon.  Befides the
crucl ferutiny made by Nero and Ti1GELLI-
wUs, violent were the queftions and imputa-
tiens urged by FENIus Rurus, who had as
vet cfcaped all information, and, to beget a
perfuafion, that he had been an utter ftranger
to the plot, manifefted himfelf now ftern and
outrfageotis againft his own aflociates.  Nay,
it was he that fruftrated the bold purpofe of
Supr1ius Fravius, who, while he attendcd,
‘and demanded by ﬁgns, whether he fhould
draw his fabre, and, even in the heat of the
inqueft, perpetrate the affaflination, was by
contrary figns from Rurus forbid, and his
ardour checked, when alrcady his hand grafped
the hilt.

THerE were thofe who, when the confpi-
racy was firft betrayed, while MiLicHUS was
yet under examination, while SCEVINUS wa-
vered, exhorted Pi1so, ¢ to proceed dircétly to
¢« the Camp, or mount the Roftrum, and try
¢ the affetions of the people and foldiery ;

for,
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for, if once his accomplices were openly
aflcmbled to maintain his cfforts, thofc too
who were not cngaged, would certaihly
follow ; and, when the commotion was onte
begun, mighty would be the public noifc
and alarm 5 an incident which, in all new
attempts, is of infinite availment. Neither
was NEro provided to refift the fhock.
With terrors that come {udden and unfore-
feen, even brave men were daunted; how
little then was it to be apprehended that,
that Cotnedian, guarded forfooth by T1GEL-
LINUs with his hoft of harlots, would dare
to rifque a conflit of arms? Many defigns
there were, which, though to daﬂaldl} fpirits
they appearcd arduous and impoflible, were
yet accomplifhed by trying to accomplith
them. In fuch a mixt multitude, engaged
in the plot, or privy toit, it was vain to ex-
pet conftant faith and fccmcy ; or, that the
minds of all would be proof agamﬂ tempta-
tion, and their bodies againft pain. To the
force of reccompences and tortures nothing
was impenctrable s nay, there would foon
arrive mcn, who would commit to bonds
Piso himfelf, and at length fubjed him to a
contumelious death. But with how much
more glory and renown, would he fall,
while he efpoufed the Commonwcalth
bravely invoking aid, and roufing champlons
for public Liberty ; whilc even thouOh the
foldiers failed him, though the peoplc for-

fook him, he ftill perfi ﬁcd and, by lofing

Aaa 3 his
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¢ his life, approved his death worthy of his
“ anceftors, glorious to his pofterity?” But,
upon Piso thefe reafonings had no influence.
After he had appeared for a fmall {pacc abroad,
h¢ retired to privacy at home, and was pre-
paring his mind to encounter a dcliberate death,
when at his houfe arrived a band of foldiers,
all young men, either in years or fervice, pur-
pofely culled by NEro, who dreaded the old
foldiers, astin&ured with partiality for the con-
fpirators. Then it was, that caufing the veins
in both his arms to be broached, he expired.
He left a will full of noifome flattery to NERO,
thus framed in terdernefs to his wife, a wo-
man of vitious condu&, void of every recom-
mendation fave the beauty of her perfon, one
whom he had ravithed from her husband, a
friend of his own, his name DoMirtius Si1-
Livus, and hers ARRIA GaLrLa; and both con-
curred, he by his paflivencfs, the by her wan-
tonnefs, to blaze the difhonour of Pr1so.

THE next death added by NERo to this, was
that of PrauTtius LATERANUS, Conful ele&t,
and inflited with fuch precipitation, that he
would not allow him to pay the laft embraces
to his children, nor that fhort interval wont
to be indulged to the condemned, for chufing
their own death. Inftantly he was dragged to
the place allotted for the execution of flaves,
and there, by the hand of Starius the Tri-
bune, flaughtcred. He dicd full of exemplary
firmnefs and invingible filence, nor once up-
braiding the Tribune with an equal participa-

tion
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tion in the confpiracy. The bloody doom of
SENECA followed, to the infinite joy of the
Prince, from no proof that he had of his en-
gagement in the plot, but to fatiate his own
cruclty, that the raging fword might perpetrate
what had been by poifon unfuccefsfully at-
tempted. For, NATALIs only had namecd
him ; but concerning him could difcover no
more than thus much, ¢ That he had been by
« P1so fent to vifit SENEca, then indifpofed,
« to complain in his name, that he himfelf
¢« was refufcd admittances and withal to re-
« prefent, that it would be better if they main-
#¢ tained their friendthip in frec and familiar
« intercourfe; that to this SENEGA replied,
¢ That the maintaining of frequent converfa-
« tions and interviews by themfelves, was corn -
« ducing to the fervice of ncither, but upon
the fafety of P1so his own fecurity refted.”
GraNIUs SiLvaNus, Tribune of a Pratorian
Cohort, was ordered to reprefent all this to
SENEcA, and to demand of him, whether he
owned thc words of NaTALIs, and his own
anfwers. SENEcA had that very day, cither
from chance or forefight, returned from Cam-
pania, and refted at a villa of his, four miles
“ from Rome. Thither arrived the Tribune in
the evening, befet the villa with his men, and
to him, as he fat at table with PAuLLINA his
wife, and two friends, delivered his orders
from the Emperor.
SeNEca replied, « That NaTaLis had, in
<« truth, been fent to him, and in the name of
Aaa 4 «“ P1se

)
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“ P1so complained, that the latter was de-
¢ barred from vifiting him; a complaint which
¢ he had anfwered by excufes taken from his
 bodily diforder and defire of quiet; but ftill
“ he never had any motive to declare, that to
his own fecurity he preferred the fafety of
a private man. A genius addiéted -to flatter,
he never had, as no man better kncw than
“ Nero, who from SeENEcA had felt more
“ frequent proofs of freedom than fervility.”
When this his anfwer was by the Tribune re-
ported to NERO, in prefence of Porr.ga and
TiceLriNus, who were afliftants to the rage-
ing tyrant, and compofed his cabinct council,
he asked, whether SENECA were determined
upon a voluntary death? The Tribune averred,
¢ That he had manifefted no one {fymptom of
¢ fear, and ncither in his words nor looks was
¢« aught of anguifh to be difcovered.” Hence,
he was commanded to return direély, and
carry him the denunciation of death. FaB1us
Rusticus writes, ¢ That the Tribune took
¢ not now the fame road which he came, but
¢ wheeling afide to FEN1Us, Captain of the
< guards, and difclofing the Emperor’s orders,
« demanded whether he fhould obey him, and
“ was by him admonifhed to purfue them.”
Such was the fatal fpiritleflnefs and timidity
of all the confpirators! SILVANUS too was one,
and yet contributing to multiply the fame
bloody iniquitics which he had confpired to
avenge. He avoided, however, feecing SENECa,
and dclivering in perfon the fad meffage, but
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fent in a Centurion to apprize him of “ his
< final doom.”

THE denunciation no wife difmayed Se-
NEcA, who called calmly for his will, and,
as this was prohibited by the Centurion, turn-
ing to his friends, he told them, “ That fince
“ he was difabled from a grateful requital of
< their benefits, he bequeathed them that
which alonc was now left him, yect fome-
thing more glorious and amlablc than all the
-reft, thc pattern of his life; if they retained
“ the 1mprcﬂ10ns and xefemblance of thlb, they
“ would thence reap the applaufe of virtuous
manners, as well as that of perievering in
- their friendfhip.” He withal reprefled their
tears, fometimes with gentle rcafoning, fome-
times in the ftile of authority and corrcétion,
and ftrove to recover them to refolution and
conftancy. « Where, he often asked, where
“ were now all the documents of philofophy?
Where, that philofophical principle, for fo
many years premeditated, againft the fudden
encounter of calamities? For, to whom was
unknown the bloody naturc of Nero? Nor,
after the butchering of his mother, and the
“ murdering of his brother, did aught remain,
“ to confummate his cruelty, but to add to
¢ theirs the flaughter of his nurfing-father and
“ inftru&tor. ”

Having uttered thefe and the like reafon-
ings, direted to the company in general, he
embraced his wife ; an affeCting obje&t, which
fomewhat abated his firmnecfs, and foftcned

him
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him iato anxiety for her future lot; he prefled
and befought her, to moderate her forrow, to
« beware of perpetuating fuch a difmal paflion;
f¢ but to bear the death of her husband by con-
<« templating -his life fpent in a fteady courfe
« of virtue, and to fupport his lofs by all
« worthy confolations.” PAULLINA, on the
contraty, urged her purpofe to dic with him,
and called for the aid of a minifter of dcath.
Upon this dcclaration, SENEcA would not be-
reave her of fo much glory; fuch befides was
his fondnefs for her, that he was loth to leave
onc by himfelf beloved above all things, ex-
ofed to infults and injuries: ¢ I had laid be-
« fore thee, faid he, the delights and folace-
« ments of living; thou preferreft the renown
« of dyings I fhall not envy thee the honour
< of the example. Between us lct us equally
<« fhare the fortitude of an end f{o-brave, but
« greater will be the fplendour of thy parti-
« cular fall.” Prefently after this converfa-
tion, both had the veins of their arms opencd,
at the fame inftant. SENEGA was aged, his
body cold, and extenuated by fecble diet, fo
that the iffues of his blood were cxceeding
{low ; hence he caufed to be cut'the veinsalfo
of his legs and thofe about the joints of his
knees. As he was fuccumbing under -many
grievous agonics, he perfuaded her to retirg
into another chamber, left his own fiifferings
might vanquifth the refolution of his wife, or
-he himfelf, by beholding her pangs, lapfe inta
weaknefs and impatiegnce s and, his eloquence
flowing
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flowing cven to the laft moment of his life, he
called for his fcribes, and to them diftated
many things, which being already publithed in
his own words, and common, I forbear to re-
hearfe in any words of mine.

TowarDs PAULLINA, NERO bore no per-
fonal hate, and, to avoid feeding the public
abhorrence of his cruelty, ordered her death
to be prevented. Hence, at the perfuafion of
the foldiers, her domeftic flaves and freedmen
bound up her arms, and ftaid the blood 5 but,
whether with her own concurrence, is uncer-
tain. For, as the populace in their cenfure
are rather prone to malignangy, there were
fome who believed, ¢ that while fhe feared
¢ the wrath of NEro as implacable, the aimed
“ at the applaufc of dying with her husband ;
“ but, as foon as gentler hopes occurred, fhe
¢« became vanquithed with the fweetnefs and
¢ allurements of life :” to which it is certain,
fhe added but a fmall portion of ycars, ever
retaining for the memory of her husband a
reverence worthy of all praife; her face too,
and all her limbs, were ftill covered with fuch
deadly palenefs, thar it was notorious the prin-
ciples of life had been in a great meafure cx-
haufted. SENEcA, the while, affli&ted with the
tedious protradtion of life, and the flow ad-
vances of death, befought STATIUS ANNA£US,
onc long proved by him for faith in friendfhip
and skill in medicine, to bring him a draught
of the poifon, which a great while ago he had
laid up in ftore, the fame fort which is ufed at

Athcns,

-
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Athens, to difpatch fuch as arc by the public
judgment condemned. This he {wallowed,
but in vain; for already all his limbs were
chilled, all his juices ftagnated and impenctra-
ble to the rapidity of poifon. He therefore
had recourfe to a hot bath, from whence he
befprinkled fuch of his flaves as ftood neareft,
adding, that “ of this liquor he made a liba-
“ tion to Jupiter the deliverer.” From thence
he was conveyed into a ftove, and fuffocated
with the fteam. His corps was burnt without
any funeral folemnity ; for thus in his will he
had enjoined, even then when, in the pleni-
tude of his opulence and authority, he had
provided for his deceafe aitd obfequics.

A rRuMoOuUR therc was, that SuBrius FLA-
v1Us, in a fecret confultation with the Centu-
rions, and even with the privacy of SENECca,
had determined, that, as foon as by the aid of
P1so, Nero was flain, P1so too fhould be dif-
patched, and the Empire transferred to Se-
' NEca, as onc exempt from all reproach, and
only ¢ for the fame and refplendency of his
« virtues, preferred to the fupreme dignity.”
Nay, even the words faid to have been by
Fravius then uttered, became current, ¢ That
« jt wonld nothing avail towards abolifhing
¢ the public contumely, to depofe a Minttrel,
« if to thc vacant purple a Tragedian {fuc-
¢« cecded.” For, as NERO was wont to {ing
to the harp, fo was P1so to chant in the ac-
¢ent and drefs of tragedy.

Now
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Now ncither could the fhare of the {oldiers
in the confpiracy be kept longer a myftery s
fuch was the temptation and eagernefs of the
difcoverers to betray FEN1us Rurus, whom
they could not bear both fer an accomplice
and inquifitor. Hence it was, that in the exa-
minaticn of ScevinNus, while Rurus urged
him to a full confeflion, with much vche-
mence and many menaces; the other fmiled,
and told him, ¢ That in all the particulars of
¢ the plot, no man was morc knowing than
“ himiclf;” he even exherted him, “ to make
 fuitable rcturns of gratitude to fo good a
“ Prince.” To refutc the charge, Fen1us
had not a fyllable to utter, nor yet would ac-
quiefce in filence, but taultring and perplexed
in his {peech, cxpofed notorioufly his inward
difmay. At the fame time the reft, chiefly
Cervar1us Procurus, a Roman Knight,
combining with all their mizht to conviét him,
one Cassius a foldicr, who, for his fignal
firength of body, was appointed to atrend the
trials, laid hold upon him, by the Emperor’s
order, and caft him into bonds.

IN the detetion made by the fame men,
SuBrius Fravius, the Tribune, was next {a-
tally involved. At firft he aimed at a defence,
and pleaded « the diverfity of his profeilion
¢« and manners from thofc of the con 1p11dtoh :
« for that, never tor the cxccution of an at-
“ tempt fo great and daring, would he, who
“ was a man of arms, have Jeagued with fuch
« as were refigned to cffeminacy, and never

“ bore
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“ bore any.” But, at laft, finding himfelf
puthed with queftions and circumftances, he
afpired to the glory of confeflion; and, it
anfwer to NEro, who asked him from what
provocations he had flighted the obligation of
his oath ; ¢ I abhorred thee, faid he, though,
« amongft all thy foldicry, none was more
¢ faithful and affetionatc than I, as long as
« thou didft merit affetion. With thy own
“ deteftable crimes my abhorrence of thee be-
*« gan, aftcr thou hadft become the murderer
“ of thy mother, the murderer of thy wife, a
¢ Chariotecr, a Comedian, and the Incendiary
*¢ that {ct firc to Rome.” I have repeated his
very words ; for they werce not divulged abroad,
like thofe of SENEcA : nor lefs worthy to be
known were the fentiments of a man of the
fword, which, howcver artlefs and unpolite, are
vigorous and brave. It was apparent, that this
whole confpiracy had afforded nothing, which
proved more bitter and pungent than this to
the cars of NErO, who was abandoned to every
black iniquity, but unaccuftomed and too im-
perious to be upbraided afterwards with his
flagitious doings. The execution of Fravius
was committed to the Tribune VEiaNUs Ni-
GER, and in the next field, by his direttion,
was digged a funeral trench, which FrLavius
derided,  as too ftreight and fhallow ;™ and,
applying to the guard of foldicrs, “ This, fays-
« he, is not fo much as according to the laws
“ of difciplinc.” Being admonifthed by the
Tribune, to extend his neck valiantly, ¢« I

«“ wi,
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“ wifh, replied he, thou mayft ftrike with
“ equal valour.” In truth, Ni1GER was totally
overcome by a violent trembling, and hardly
at two blows beheaded him s hence, to mag-
nify his own cruelty, he boafted to Nero, that
in putting him to death, he defignedly em-
ployed more firokes than one.

THE next cxample of conftancy and forti-
tude was adminiftered by SurLpicius AspERr,
the Centurion, who, inanfwer to the queftion
urged by NerRo, why he had confpired to kill
him, faid in few words, < Other relief there
“ was none againft thy numberlefs and raging
“ enormities ;3 and immediately underwent
his preferibed doom.  Nor did the other Cen-
turions deviate in btavery and {pirit, but gal-
lantly faced death, and fuffered its pains. In
FeN1us Rurus equal magnanimity was not
found ; nay, fuch and fo permanent were his
unmanly lamentations and anguifh, that even
in his laft will, he bewailed himfclf. Great
was the expectation which Nero was foftering,
that VEsTiNUs the Conful, would prove like-
wife involved in the treafon, as he efteemed
him a man of a violent fpirit, and prompted
by virulent hate and difaffe&tion. But, to
VesTINUs the confpirators had imparted none
of their counfels, fome influenced by ftale per-
fonal diftaftes, many becaufe they believed him
a man altogether precipitate and untra&able.
But, that which begot in NERrO his enmity to
VEsTINUS, was an intimate fcllowthip be-
tween them. From thence the latter throughly

knew
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knew and fcorned the vile cowardly heart of
the Prince, and the Prince dreaded the haughty
and vchement temper of his friend, by whom
he had been frequently, infulted with poignant
and difdainful farcafms, which, whenever they
arc feafoned with much truth, never fail to
Icave behind them a bitter and vengeful re-
membrance. A recent provocation had like-
wifc occurred, VEsTINUS had taken to wifc
STATILIA MESSALINA, though he was aware
that amongft her other gallants, C£sar too
was onc.

WHEN therefore there appeared no accufer
to charge him, no crime to be charged, Nero,
fince he could not fatiate his rancour, under
the title and guife of a Judge, flew to thc vio-
lence of a Tyrant. Againft him he difpatched
GEreLANUS the Tribune, at the head of five
hundred men, with ordcrs, “ To obviate the
« attempts and machinations of the Conful,
«“ to take pofleflion of his houfe fo much
¢ refembling a citadel, and to fubdm his do-
<« meftic band of chofen youths:” for, the
dwelling of VEsTINUS overlooked the great
Forum, and he always kept a number of beau-
tiful flaves, all of an age. Hc had that day
difcharged all the funtions of Conful; he was
atterwards celebrating a banquet at home, void
of all fecar, or, perhaps, by the gaycty of feaft-
ing, feeking to hide his fears, when the fol-
dicrs cntered. They told him, the Tribune
had fent them to bring him; nor delayed he
a jot, but rofe from tablc, and in one and the

fame
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fame moment the hafty tragedy was begun and
finithed : he was fhut up in a chamber, the
phyfician attended, his veins were cut, and,
while yet full of life, and his firength unabated,
li¢ was conveyed into a baghio and fmothered
with hot water; nor, under all this dcadly
denunciation and procefs, did a fyllable efcape
him, importing the leaft regret or felf-commi-
feration. In the mean time, the whole com-
pany who fupped with him, were enclofed
with a Guard, nor rcleafed till the night was
far fpent. NEero, after he had fepreferited to
himfclf the confternation of men, who from
the joy of a feaft, were waiting for their mor-
tal doom, and had cven made himfclf {pert
with their fears, declared at laft, ¢ That they
“ had undergone penalty fuflicient for their
¢« Confular fupper.”

THE next bloody fentence he pronounced,
wis againft Lucan the Poet. He, while his
blood iflued in ftreams, perceiving his fect and
hands to grow cold and ftiffen, and lifc to re-
tire by little and little from the extremitics,
while his heart was flill beating with vital
warmth, and his facultics no wife impaired,
recolleéted {fome lines of his own, which de-
feribed a wounded foldier expiring in a man-
ner that refembled this.  The lines themfelves
he rchearfed, and they were the laft words he
ever uttered.  Thereatter SENEcIO, and QuiNc-
TiANuUs, and Scevinus, fuffered the violence
of their tate, but with a fpirit far different from. -
the former effeminacy and voluptuoufnefs of

Vor. IL Ebb the
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their lives. Anon too were executed the refi-
due of the confpirators, without aught memor-
able done or exprefled by them.

Now, when Rome was filled with deaths,
and coarfes, and funerals, fo was the Capitol
with vi@ims. One man had loft a fon, one a
brother, this a friend, that a kinfman; all
fallen by the fury of the fword; and every
man paid his public thank{giving to the Gods,
adorned his houfc with laurel, fell proftrate at
the Emperor’s feet, embraced his knees, and
worried his rizht hand with kifles. He, who
belicved all this to be a fincere manifeftation
of joy, rewarded ANTONIUs NATALIS and
CervaARrIUs PrRocuLus with pardon, for their
early confeflion and difcovery. Upon MILI-
cHus was accumulated abundant wealth and
recompence, and he aflumed a Greek name,
fignifying Protecfor. GRANIUS SILVANUS,
one of the confpiring Tribunes, though he was
acquitted, fell by his own hand. StATIUS
ProxiMus, another, fruftrated the Prince’s par-
don, by vainly cngaging afterwards in another
offence, and dying for it. Of their com-
mands next were bereft the following Tri-
bunes, Pompe1Uus, CORNELIUS MARTIALIS,
Fravius Nepos, and Startius DoMirius,
for no charge as if towards the Emperor they
bore any malevolence, but only that they were
dreaded by him. To NoNi1us Priscus, to
Gritius Garrus, and ANN1Us PorrIo, all
obnoxious from their friendfhip to SENEcCA,
and rather calumniated than convicted, banith-

' ment
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ment was adjudged. ANTONIA FLACILLA ac-
companied Priscus her exiled husband; and
GaLLus too was attended by his wife EcN4-
TIA MAXIMILLA, a couple at firft poffefied of
wealth mighty and unimpaired, afterwards dif-
poflefled of all, and, from both thefe different
fortunes, their glory was augmented. Into
banifhment too was driven Rurius Crispi-
Nus, a punifhment for which the confpiracy
furnifhed a pretences but the real caufe was
the antipathy of NEro, and his crime, to have
been once the husband of Popp£a. Upon
Vircinius and MusoN1us RuFus, their own
fignal renown drew the feverity of expulfion.
They had both engaged the affettions of the
Roman youth, VirGiNIus by le&tures of Elo-
quence, MusoNius by reafonings upon the
precepts of Philofophy. CLUVIDIENUS QuIEk-
TUs, Jurius AcGRirra, Bririus CatuLl-
Nvus, PETRONIUS Priscus, and JurLius Ag-
TINUS, as if a hoft had beeh formed of cri-
minals convi&, and their doom and numbers
difplayed; were all at once condemned to be
tranfported into the Iflands of the Agean fea.
CasoNius Maximus, and Capicia the wife
of ScEVINUS, were exterminated Italy, and,
only by fuffering the punifliment of crimes,
learnt that ever they had been charged as cri-
minals. The information againft AT1LLA, the
mother of Lucan, was diflembled, and, with-

out being cleared, the efcaped unpunifhed.
NERo having accomplifhed all thefe matters;
aflembled the foldiery, entertained them with
Bbb 2 a {pecech,
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a focech, diftributed amongft them a largefs of
fitty crowns a man ; and whereas hitherto they
had been fupplied with grain at the cftablithed
rate, he allowed it them tlienceforth without
payment. Then, as if he had been about to
rccount to the Senate the feats and cvents of
a war, hc ordered the fathers to aflemble.
Upon PeTrONIUs TURPILIANUS, tlie Con-
tular, upon Cocceivs NErRva, Prztor eled,
and upon TIGELLINUS, Captaln of the Prato-
rian Guards, he conferred the ornaments and
dittinZion of trinmph. Nay, fo {fuch notable
cminence did he rdaife TicerLrLiNus and
Nerva, that, befides their triumphal Statues
crefted in the Forum, he would needs have
their images placed likewife in the palace. To
NyareHiprus-he granted the Confular deco-
rations, a man concerning whom, fince his
name now firlt occurs, I fhall here recite a
tew putimlarc For, he too will have his
fharc in the bloody calamitics and viciflitudes
of Rome. He was born of a manumifed {lave,
who having a comely perfon, had proftituted
the fame to the domeftics of the Empcrors,
bond and free without diftin&ion; hence he
boafted himfelf the fon of CaLicuLa, fecing,
like him, he happened to be tall of ftature,
and of a countenance ftern and terrible. Or,
perhaps, it is likely that Cavicura, who was
addited to the embraces of harlots, had alfo

defcended to gallantrics with the mother of
NYMPHIDIUS.

NEro
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NEero having thus aflembled the fathers,
and delivercd a difcourfe concerning the late
tranfa&tions, addrefled an edi@ to the people
upon the fame fubjedt, and publithed from
records the feveral evidences againft the con-
demned confpirators, as alfo.their own con-
teflions.  He was, indeed, forely reproached
by a rumour current amongft the populacc,
¢ That merely to fatiate his malice, or out of
« bafe fear, he had facrificed guiltlefs and il-
« luftrious men,” Yet, that there was a real
confpiracy, concerted and grown to maturity,
and at laft dete@ed and cruthed, was no mat-
ter of doubt to fuch as were then curious to
be truly informed, and even acknowledged
by thote of the confpirators, who, aftcr the
fall of NEro, rcturned from banithment to
Rome. Now inthe Senate, where every par-
ticular, the more fenfibly he was pierced with
anguifh, the morc fawnings and congratula-
tions he exprefled, SaL1ENUs CLEMENSs fell
upon Junius GALLIO, already terrified with
the death of SEnEca his brother, and then a
fupplicant for his own life, chalgmg GarrIo
with the charadter of ¢ a parricide and a pub-
« lic enemy,” till the fathers unanimoufly
awed and reftrained him. They advifed him,
< That he would not {cem to take an advant-
« age of the public calamitics, to gratify his
¢ own perfonal animofity; and fince, through
“ the clemency of the Prince, all mattera_
“ were compofed, or all faults c:mcellcd, he

Bbb 3 “ would
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would not revive ftaid proceedings, nor open

a new fource of cruelty.”
AND now it was decreed that ¢ public
¢ thapkfgivings and oblations fhould be paid
¢ to all the Deities, and peculiar honours to
the Sun, the God, who poflefling an anci-
ent Chappel in the Circus, the place in-
tended for the perpetration of the parricide,
had expofed to light the dark contrivances
of the confpirators; that the Circenfian
“ Games, exhibited to Ceres, fhould be fo-
“ lemnized with an extraordinary acceflion of
horfes and chariots; that the month of
“ April, fhould thenceforth bear the name of
“ NERro, and to the Goddefs Sz/us a Temple
be ereted in the place whence SceEvinus
““ had brought the dagger.” The dagger it
felf was by Nero dedicated in the Capitol,
and infcribed, To Fove the avenger (Fupiter
Vindex) words which at that time were not
minded. But, upon the revolt of Jurius
VINDEX, Which afterwards happened, from
them was then drawn a happy augury and
refage of approaching vengeance. In the
};oumals of the Senate, I find that CERIALIS
‘Axicius, Conful ele&, when it came to his
vote, propofed, < That a Temple fhould, with
« all fpeed, be raifed, ar the charge of the
¢ ftate, and confecrated to the deified NEro;”
a motion which he really meant in compli-
mcnt, as to one who foared above the higheft
lot of mortality, and was entitled to celeftial
worfhip
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worfhip from men; but from whence too was
inferred an omen of his haftening fate, fince
to Princes, divine honours are never paid till
they have finally forfaken all commerce with
men.

Bbb 4 THE
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The SUMMARY.

Alfe bopes of migkty Treafures in Africa, and thence

the wamty, and wild prodigality of NEro. He con-
tends for the public prize at the Quinguennial Games.
The death of PorpEA, and ber royal funeral. C. Cas-
s1us and L. SILANUS bawifbed 5 the latter murdered, with
[eweral others. An uncommon tempeft in Campania.  AN-
TEIUS arnd OsTORIUs doomed to die; as alfo MELLA,
CrisPINUs azd PETRONIUS. THRASEA PETUS 06
nexious to NERO for Fis diftinguifbed virtue 5 thence ac-
cufed and w:arked for deffruction ; as alfo BAREAs So-
RANUS, and bis danghter SERVILIA. Her fignal de-
fence and tederncfs towards ber father. The remark-
able bebaviour and end of THRASEA.

.

OrTUNE thereafter expofed NErO to pub-
lic-derifion, through the intoxication of
his own vanity, and the wild promifes made
him by CEesetrius Bassus a Carthaginian,

one
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onc of a reftlefs and chimerical fpirit, who
from the 1mpulfc of a nofturnal drcam ga-
thered certain high- hopes, and, ‘fure of fuc-
cefs, failed to Romc where, havmv by money
procmcd accefs to the Puncc, he fet forth,
« That'in his lands was difcovered a cave of
“ enormous prefundity, where lay immenfe
“ ftore of gold, never reduced into form or
“ coin, butin rude and ponderous lumps, fuch
« as were ufed by the ancients; that indeed
« the antiquity of the place was apparent in
¢« the ftructure and ruins, as here appeared
¢ heaps of huge mafly bucks there pillars ftill
€ crec'Pt; and all this wealth had for {fo many
¢« ages lain buried and referved ta multiply the
¢ riches and felicitics of the prefent reign.
< For the reft, what could be learnt from con-
¢« jecture was, that Dipo the Pheenician, the
« who fled from Tyre, having founded Car-
¢« thage, had buried this tlcafurc, left her new
¢« people might be debauched by exceflive
« opulence, and bccome vitious and ungo-
« vernable; or left the Princes of Numidia,
« who upon other accounts bore her malevo.
¢ lence, might from the ardent thirft of gold
“ be 1nﬁ10ated to make war upon her.”

Tais ftruck NERro, who little weighing the
credibility of the account, or the ‘faith and
veracity of him that brought it, nor {fo much
as difpatching infpetors to cxamine whether
the particulars reprefented were true, height-
ened yet more the rumour of the difcovery ;
and, as if it had been fo much certain fpoil

“alrcady
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qready acquired, he fent over fome to tranf-
port it to Rome, nay, to accelerate its arrival,
furnifhed them with light galleys manned by
fetts of chofen and expert rowers. Nor did
any other fubjeét employ the converfation of
the public at that time, while with the credu-
Jous multitude it paffled for true, but from
men of difcernment met a different cenfure.
And, as the Quinquennial Games happened
then for the fecond time to be in a courfe of
cclebration, the Poets and Orators, in their
panegyrics upon the Prince, borrowed from
thence their chief themes; ¢ for that the earth
“ was no longer fatisfied with yielding only
“ her wonted bounties of fruits and grain, or
« gold incorporated with other ore, but
“ teemed, in his reign, with produtions al-
“ together new; and to him the Gods pre-
 fented treafures already ftoreds” with many
other fitions abounding in pompous eloquence,
nor lefs remarkable for fervile debafement and
flattery, fecure as they were of his prompt faith
to believe whatever they could feign.

IN the mecan time, he rioted in prodigality
without all meafure, from thefe fantaftical
hopes, and utterly confumed his ancient trea-
fures, as if others in their ftead now f{pontanc-
oufly accrued, fufficient to fupply him in a
courfe of profuﬁon for mahy years. Nay, out
of this imaginary fund he was already diftri-
buting largefles; and the vain expe&tation of
great nchcs became one of the caufes of pub-
lic poverty. When Bassus had perforated and

hollowed
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hollowed all his grounds, with many adjacent
fields, for a great compafs round, hunting from
place to place after the promifed cave, which
now he averred to be here, then to be there,
attended not only with a number of foldiers,
but by a multitude of boors employed as la-
bourers in that work; he at laft renounced his
phrenzy, and, wondering that his dreams had
never proved falfc before, and that this was
the firft time he felt their delufion, difcharged
himfelf by a voluntary death from the agonics
of tThame and dread. Some authors fay, that
he was thrown into prifon, and anon releafed,
but his fortunc feized in the room of this trea-
fure Royal.

DuriING the profecution of this affair, as
the time was at hand for difputing the prizes
in the Quinquennial Games, the Senate, in
order to avert in fome degree, the difgrace
which Nero muft incur by appearing a com-
petitor there,. offered to aflert to him by de-
crec ¢ the viGory in Songs™ nay, even to ad-
judge him ¢ the crown of Eloquence;™ mean-
ing by fuch diftin&tion from the fathers, to
throw a veil over his Theatrical debafement.
But NEro declared, « That he needed not the
« interpofition and partiality of the Senatc,
¢« nor any authority of theirs, fince he him-
« felf wasa match for all his competitors, and
« would only by the equitable determination
« of the Judges, purchafe the juft praife and
« recompence of his skill.” He then prefented
himfelf publicly, but firft upon the Stage ps-

‘ ‘ culiar
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culiar to the feftival, and there rchearfed a
Poem of his own compofing ; but anon, upon
the clamour and importunity of the vulgar
herd, « that he would difplay to the public
¢ the whole fruits of his ftudics ” (for this was
the phrafe which they ufed) he entered the
Great Theatre and praétifed a fedulous obedi-
ence to all the laws of the Harp, fuch as not
to {it down however fatigued, not to wipe the
fweat from his face, fave only with the veft-
ment he wore, thence to keep dry his mouth
and nofe. In conclufion, bowing the knee
and with his hands lifted up, paying vencration
to the multitude, he awaited with fititious awe
the determination of his Judges. In truth, the
commonalty of Rome, ever wont to humour
and cncourage the acting and gefticulations of
common players, ecchoed thcir applaufes of
NEro with meafured notes and {ymphony, and
clapped in tune according to the tules of con-
cert.  You would have thought that they had
really rejoyced, and it is probable their re-
joicings were fincere, from an utter infenfi-
bility of public honour, or of the crying re-
proach which dcbafed the Roman ftate.

Bur far different was the behaviour of fuch
as dwelt in the municipal cities of Italy (for
the countrics of Italy as yet retained their pri-
mitive {everity, and the fober manners of the
ancients) as alfo of fuch as came from the re-
mote Provinces, where they werc unacquainted
with the like wantonnefs and revellings, and
attended then at Rome upon embafligs, or

' their
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their own private affairs; neither of thefe
could bear this difhonourable fpeftacle, or
were capable of difcharging a task fo unmanly ;
fo that while, with irregular and aukward ef-
forts in clapping, they marred the feats of the
difciplined clappers, they were frequently ba-
ftonaded by the foldiers, who ftood in feveral
clufters amongft the crowd, to watch that not
a moment fhould pafs ecither in unequal and
ill-concerted acclamations, or in cold and life-
lefs filence. Certain it is, that many Roman
Knights while they ftrove to retire, were
through the ftreightnefs of the crammed paf-
fages, and the weight of the multitude, prefled
to dcath; and that others, by ncver - ftirring
night and day from their fcats, were there
feized with mortal maladies : for they drcaded
even morc than maladics the deadly confe-
quence of thcir abfence from this Imperial
revel 5 fince, befides the feveral concealed fpics,
therc were a number of obfervers, who pub-
licly noted names and faces, and all the {ym-
ptoms of plecafure or melancholy in cvery par-
ticular of the aflembly. Hence it was that,
upon the vulgar and ignoble, inftant pains were
inflitted 5 towards thofe of illuftrious quality
his hate was for the prefent fmothered, but
foon after difcharged in deadly vengeance. It
was reported, “ That VEsPas1aAN was by PHOE-
BUS, NERO’s frcedman, bitterly reproached
and even charged as a criminal, for having
nodded, and hardly found prote&tion cven
by the praycrs and mediation of worthy and

¢ honourable
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“ honourable friends ; that perdition ftill hung
« over him, and he only efcaped it by the
« grandeur of his enfuing deftiny. ”

THEe diverfions of the Theatre were fol-
lowed by the death of Porp£a, occafioned by
a cafual fit of paffion in her husband, who
killed her with a blow of his foot upon her
pregnant womb; for, to poifon I cannot afcribe
it, as fome writers have done, rather through
antipathy to N£ro, than love of truth; feeing
he vehemently coveted children, and was go-
verned by a paflionate fondnefs for his wife.
Her corps was not confumed to afhes, accord-
ing to the rites of the Romans, but after the
manner of foreigh Monarchs, embowelled, and
replete with fpices, repofited in the fepulchre
of the Julian family. Her obfequies, how-
ever, were publicly celebrated, and from the
public Roftrum her panegyric was delivered by
the Emiperor, who magnitied ¢ her beauty and
* happy lot, to have been the mother of an
¢ infant now enrolled amongft the Deities,”
with many other blind endowments of for-
tunc, which he enumcrated as fo many virtues.
The death of Porpp£A begat in Rome every
appearance of fadnefs and mourning, but fe-
cretly inftilled much joy into the hearts of all
who remembcred her lewdnefs and cruelty s
and, befides the reproach of this murder, Nero
earned freth deteftation by forbidding Ca'tus
Casstus from aflifting at her funcral, the firft
fignal of his impending doom, nor was his.
doom long poftponed. In the fame fate S1pLa-

NUs
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NuUs too was involved, and each of them con-
figned to deftruétion, without guilt or offence
in either, only that both were men of high and
fignal diftin&tion, Cassius for his hereditary
opulence and the exemplary gravity of his
manners, S1LANvUs for the ancient fplendor of
his race, and the popularity and eminent mo-
defty of his youth. NEro therefore fent to
the Senate a{peech in writing, and in it argued
for < the neceflity of removing both from any
“ fhare in the adminiftration of the ftate.”
To Cassius particularly he obje&ted, « That
« amongft the Images of his anceftors, he pre-
¢ ferved in high reverence that of Ca1us Cas-
« stus, thus infcribed, The leader of the
 party, for that, he too was meditating the
« {cheme of acivil war, and a rcvolt from the
< family of the C.£sars; but fince in his de-
« fign of exciting infurreGions, he would not
“ employ only the influence of a name fo ob-
noxious, he had engaged Lucius SiLaNus,
“ a youth fplendid in dcfcent, of a tempeftu-
“ ous fpirit, and onc whom he fet as a ftale
to produce and animatc a public revolu-
¢ tion.”

He fcll afterwards direétly upon Sinanus
himfelf, with grcat bitterncfs, urging againft
him the very famc imputations which he had
formerly objected to his uncle TorQuaTUs,
¢ That already he aflumed the port of a Prince,
¢ in his houfe had cftablithed officers of Iisipe-
< rial ftate, and rai‘ed his freednien to feveral
“« d1gmucs, fomec to be Auditcrs of the Re-

“ovenues,

€«

€€
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t venues, fome to be Mafters of Requefts;
¢ others to be principal Secretaries;” ridicu-
lous imputations, and as falfe as ridiculous!
For, dread of the prevailing tyranny kept S1-
LANUs under more awe and precaution, and,
from the late bloody doom of his uncle, he had
learnt a terrible leflon of circumipe&tion.
NErO next prompted certain perfons to af-
fume the namec of voluntary informers and
forge an accufation againft LEP1DpA the wife
of Cassius, aunt to SiLANUs, ¢ That with
« her nephew fhe had been guilty of inccft,
“ and in facrifice had practifed magical ritcs
¢« of direful tendency.”  As accomplices were
fcized and arraigned Vurcatius TULLINUs
and MarceLLus CORNELIUS, two Senators,
with CALPURN1Us FABATUS a Roman Knight,
men who, by appcalinig to C£sar, did thencs
divert their inftant condemnation; and as
NEeRrRO was thenceforth intent upon more
exalted atchicvements in cruelty, thecy whom
he confidered as faller delinquents, entirely
efcaped his rage.

Tue Scnate then proceeded to pronounce
azainft Cassius and SiLaNus fentence of per-
petual banithment, but, to the judgment of
Casar referred the punifhment of Lepipa.
Cassius was tranfported into Sardinia, and,
in regard of his great age, the fhort remains of
his life were {pared. SipaNus, under colour
of fending him away to the ifle of Naxos, was
removed to Oftia, and aftcrwards confined in
Barium, a city of Apulia; while there, with

the
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the (pirit of a wife man, he fupported a lot
moft unworthy of his virtue and innocence, a
Centurion commiflioned for the affaflination,
laid hold on him, and advifed him to cut his
veins: he anfwered, < That to diec was the
“ firm purpofe of his foul, but upon an exccu-
“ tioner he would not confer the glory of ful-
¢ filling that purpofc.” Yetthe Centurion per-
ceiving him a man of great ftrength, and though
deftitutc of arms, rcfolute and daring, and
more difpofed to aéts of wrath than thofe of
difmay, ordered his foldiers to fecurc him:
nor did S1v AN Us fail to make vigorous refi-
ftance, and to diftribute blows with as much
cnergy as by naked hands could be exerted,
till at laft he fell by the {word of the Centu-
rion, but under a multitude of wounds all re-
ccived before, like thofc of a brave man who
falls facing the cnemy in the day of battle.
Nor with lefs difpatch and intrepidity did
Lucius VETus and his mother-in-law Sex-
T1aA, with PorLLuria his daughter, undcrgo
their bloody doom. Towards them the Prince
had long borne much vindi&tive rancour and
hate, as thofe whofe lives were {o many ftand-
ing reproaches upon him, for the murder of
RuBELLIUs PLAUTUS, fon-in-law to Lucrius
VETUs. Bur the firft handle for manifefting
this his hatred and cruelty, was adminiftered by
a freedman of VETUSs, his name FORTUNATUS,
who having abufed his truft and defrauded his
Lord, added malice to robbery, and became
his accufer. Into a partnerfhip in this traiter-
Vour. Il " Ccc ous
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ous plot he affumed CrLaupius DEMIANUS,
one who for his villainies in Afta was by VETUS,
then Proconful there, fent in bonds to Rome,
but now by NERro, in recompence of this his
accufation, releafed. The accufed, when he
was apprized of this combination, and that
againft the credit of his freedman his life was
ftaked, retired to a feat of his own in the ncigh-
bourhood of Formiz, whither a Guard of fol-
dicrs foliowed, and there fecretly befet hims
with him too was his daughter.  She, befides
the agonics which fhe felt from the prefent
awakening peril, had a foul before forcly em-
bittered by a long courfe of forrow, ever fince
{he had firft beheld the affaflins fent to butcher
Pravutus her husband; and, as fhe had paf-
fionately hugged his bleeding neck, fhe fill
preferved the garments ftained by his blood,
ftill perfevered a widow, deveted to unrelent-
ing gricf and wailings, and a ftranger to all
nourithment, except what juft faved her from
the grave.  Upon this occafion, at the requeft
of her father, fhe travelled to Naples, and,
fince fhe was denied accefs to Nero, fhe be-
ficged his gates, and watched his coming forth,
imploring him ¢ to hear the defence of an in-
“ nocent man, nor to a traiterous freedman
« facrifice one who had been once his collegue
“ in the Confulthip.” And this her petition
fhe continued to urge importunately, fome-
times with the lamentable moanings of a wo-
‘man, fomectimes with a fpirit furpafling her

fex, and an accent vehement and imperiouss
till
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till the implacable Emperor by his behaviour
convinced her, that he was no more to be
foftened by. diftrefs and fupplications, than
moved by the apprehenfions of public odium.
. HENCE fhe reported to her father, < That
“ he muft banith all hope, and meet a fate
““ which he could not fly.” Tydings at the
fame time arrived, < That the Senate was hatten-
“ ing his trial and proceeding to a fentence
“ terrible and mercilefs.” Nor were there
wanting fome who perfuaded him to bequeath
to Nero the bulk of his fortune, as the bcft
expedient “ to fccure the remainder to his
¢ grand-children,” a propofal by him rejeéted,
nor would he ftain the whole courfe of his
life, fpent almoft in the fulnefs of liberty, by
clofing it with an at of fervitude, but amongft
his domeftics diftributed whatever fums of mo-
ney were then in his poffeflion, with orders,
 to appropriate to themfelves and remove
“ away whatever they found portable, leaving
< only three couches for the ufe of their
« coarfes.” Then all three opened their veins,
in one and the fame chamber, with one and
the fame fteel, and, each covered for decency
with a fingle rayment, were with difpatch con-
veyed into warm baths; the father’s eyes in-
tent upon his daughter, thofe of the old Lady
upon her grand-daughter, and hers upon both
all praying with emulation for a fpeedy iffue
of fleeting life, cach withing to expire firft,
withing to leave behind fuch dear relations
ftill alive, though haftening to die. Fortune
Ccc2 obferved
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obferved the order of {eniority and natute, the
oldeft firft expired, and the youngeft laft. Af-
ter they were buried, they were accufed, and
voted to ¢ capital punithment according to the
« precedent of antiquity 5” butagainft this NEro
interpofed, and would needs indulge them to
dic without prefcription of form. Such were
the inftances of derifion added to flaughters
already perpetrated! PusLius GALLUS a Ro-
man Knight; who had been intimate with
Fen1us RuFus, and not unacceptable to VE-
TUs, was for fuch offence prohibited fire and
water. To the frcedman and accufer, in re-
compence of the meritorious pains and fervice,
a place in the Theatre was afligned amongft
the officers belonging to the Tribunes. And
as the name of A4prz/ was changed into that of
NERo, fo was May into that of CLAUDIUS,
and Fume into that of GERMANICUs. Cor-
NELIus ORFITUS, from whofe motion thefe
alterations proceeded, declared, ¢ That he had
¢ therefore propofed abolithing the name of
« Fune, for that two of the JuN11TORQUATI
¢ already executed for treafon, had thence ren-
“ dered that name abominable.”

Tuis year, one ftained with {fo many accu-
mulated alts of tyranny and blood, was by the
Gods too branded with devouring' tempefts
and mortality. By the violence of whirl-winds,
the country of Campania was ravaged, villages
were overturned, the plantations torn up, the
fruits of the earth fcattered, and the extenfive
devaftation carried as far as the neighbourhood

of
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of Rome; where, at the fame time a ficrce
peftilence was, without any difcernable malig-
nity in the air, {weeping away all conditions
of men. Full of coarfes were the houfes, full
of funecrals the ftreets; nor fex nor age was
fpared by the impartial malady; to the fame
fwift deftru@tion yielded the bondmen and
free, amidft the tears and wailings of their
wives and children, who, whilft they were yet
attending and lamenting their expiring parents
and husbands, were themfclves fhatched away,
and frequently burnt in the fame funeral pile
with thofe they lamented. As faft as the reft, pe-
rifhed illuftrious Roman Knights and Senators,
but lefs bewailed, fince by a deadly contagion
common to all, they efcaped falling by the
cruelty of the Prince. The fame year recruits
were raifed in Narbon Gaul, and through
Africa and Afia, for fupplying the Legions in
Illyrium, from whence had been difcharged
all fuch as were enfeebled by infirmity or age.
To the inhabitants of Lyons, as a relief for
their late calamity by fire, the Emperor pre-
fented a hundred thoufand crowns, to repair
the damages of their city, a fum once pre-
fented voluntarily by the Community of Lyons
to Rome, during a time when fhe was under
public diftra&tions and embarrafment.

In the Confulfhip of Carus SueToN1US
and Lucius TELESINUS; ANTISTIUs SOSIA-
NUs, one doomed, as I have above related, ta
perpetual exile, for certain virulent verfes by
him compofed againft NERO, becoming after-

Ccc 3 wards
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wards apprized of the honour and diftin@ion
paid to informers, and of the Emperor’s pro-
penfity to a&s of rage and blood ; being withal
a man of a reftlefs fpirit, and no wife flack to
embrace occafions of advantage, courted the
friendfhip of PAMMENEs, and through the
fimilitude of their lot obtained it.. For Pam-
MENES to0 Was an exile of the fame place, one
celebrated for his fcience in the myfteries of
Aftrology, and thence engaged in numerous
friendfhips. Hec judged, that, without fome
important purpofe, {o many meffengers and fo
many querifts to confult him, could not be
thus daily arriving, and lcarnt withal that,
from PuBL1Us ANTEIUS a yearly ftipend was
allowed hims nor was it any fecret to So-
SIANUs that ANTEIUS, for his zeal and attach-
ment to AGRIPPINA, was expofed to the ma-
lice and jealoufy of NERro; that his opulence
was fufficiently fignal to ftimulate that rapa-
cious Prince, and that from this fource only,
multitudes had fuffered their deadly bane. With
this view he intercepted letters from ANTEIUS,
and even ftole the papers containing the cal-
culation of his nativity, and the future events
of his life, which were fecretly kept in the
cuftody of PAMMENEs. He befides found the
fchemg by him drawn concerning the birth
and fortimne of OsTor1vs ScaruLa, and then
wrote forthwith to the Emperor, « That might
“ he obtain a fhort refpite from banifhment,
“ he had mighty difcoveries to communicate,
“ fuch as were highly conducing to the per-

¢ fonal
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< fonal fifety of the Prince; for that ANTEIUS
« and Ostor1vus were meditating fome fudden
« attempt upon the ftatg, and diving follici-
“ toufly into thecir own deftiny and that of
“ Czsar.” Immediately light pinnaces were
difpatched away, and SosiaNus tranfported
with expedition to Rome, where, upon the
firt divulging of his difcovery, ANTEIUS and
Ostor1Ius were by all men confidered rather
already under the fentence of death, than fuch
as were to be tried for their lives; infomuch
that none dared appear to witnefs the cxecu-
tion of ANTEIUs his will, till TiGELLINUS
authorized it, having firft given him warning,
“ to lofe no time, but forthwith execute his
< laft teftament.” He then {wallowed a draught
of poifon, but growing tired and impatient of
its flow operation, accelerated his death by
opening his veins.

Ostor1ius was then abiding at an eftate of
his in a remote quarter of Italy, upon the
borders of Liguria, and thither a Centurion
was fent with orders to flay him with all dif-
patch. Themotive for fuch precipitation {prung
from this fource ; OsTORIUS Was a man of a
high military renown, diftinguifhed in Britain
with a Civic Crown, of prodigious bodily
ftrength, and, from his experiencc in war,
cminently qualified for feats of arms: Hencc
NEero, who ever lived under continual
dread, and, fince the difcovery of the late
confpiracy, in the utmoft difmay and af-
fright, was {cared, left that brave ofhicer fhould

Ccc 4 take
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take up arms and fall upon him. ~ The Cen-
turion, when hc had befet with Guards
every iffue from the villa, to prevent all efcape,
acquainted OsTor1Us with his orders from the
Emperor: OsToR1vUs, without delay, upon
his own perfon turned the edge of that bra-
very which he had fo often exerted with ap-
plaufe againft the foe; and, fecing that from
his veins, though largely opened, there flowed
but little blood, he difpatched himfelf by a
poynard, ufing fo far the help of one of his
flaves, as to make him hold up the weapon
fteadily 5 then grafping and ftrengthning the
flave’s hand with his own, he run his throat
upon the fatal fteel.

WERE I even recounting the rage of foreign
wars, and a feries of deaths undergone for the
Commonweal, in a detail of events and dif-
afters, all like the above, refembling one an-
other, I fhould doubtlefs fuccumb under the
weary task, and propofe no other than to fur-
feit my readers, juftly loathing a recital of the
fall of citizens, however honourable yet tra-
gical and without end: Yet more irkfome is
the prefent work, in which fuch a deluge of
blood tyrannically f{pilt at home, and the ge-
neral and flavith paflivenefs under the Tyrant,
are confiderations that gnaw the foul and op-
prefs it under anguith and forrow. By fuch
therefore as fhall perufe this Hiftory, I defire it
may be remembcered (and it is the only apo-
logy I claim) that from no hatred of mine,
byt the duty of an Hiftorian, I mention thofe

: who
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who thus tamely fubmitted to perith: They
perifhed, in truth, to fatiate the vengeance of
the Gods againft the Roman State, which ven-
geance falling upon particulars, in a continued
courfe of flaughters, its opcrations cannot juftly
be difplayed in one general defcription, like
the f{laughter of armies, or the ftorming and
fubduing of cities. To the pofterity of illu-
ftrious Men lct this occafional compliment be
paid, that as they are not buried, like the com-
mon herd, but their obfequies diftinguithed
from the promifcuous fepulture of the vulgar;
fo, by recounting the circumftances of their
dying, they may reccive and ever rctain pecu-
liar marks of remembrance.

For, within the compafs of a few days,
AnNgUs MELLA, CERIALIS ANIcCIus, Ru-
Fius CrispiNus,and Ca1us PETRONIUS, {uf-
fered, as it were all in a band, the violence -
of their fate. MEerLLa and CRISPINUS were
Roman Knights, in figure and eftimation con-
fiderable as Senatorss the latter particularly had
been once Captain of the Prztorian Guards,
and diftinguithed with the ornaments of the
Confulfhip, but Jately banithed, as an accom-
plice in the confpiracy, into Sardinia, where,
upon notice received that he was doomed to
die, he flew himfelf. MEeLLa, who was bro-
ther to Garrio and SENEcA, forbore fuing
for the great Offices of State, from a wayward
ambition, that a Roman Knight might be feen
to vic in authority with Scnators of Confular
dignity : He likewife judged that a&ting as

Compt-
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Comptroller to the Prince, in the miniftration
of his private revenues, was a quicker road to
wealth. Add, that he was the father of Lu-
CAN, a circumftance from whence accrued a
vaft acceflion to his fame and fplendour: But
after the untimely fate of his fon, while with
fpecial fharpnefs and ardour he was recovering
his effects, againft himfelf he excited an accu-
fer, FaAB1Us RoMANUs, onc of LucaN’s inti-
mate friends. He feigned, « That in the con-
<« {piracy, the father and fon wcre equally con-
 federate;” and having counterfeited Letters
to this purpofc, in the hand of Lucan, pre-
fented them to NEro, who after perufal, or-
dered them to be carried to the accufed, after
whofe riches he ravenoufly hunted. MEeLrLa
anticipated his fentence by a paffage to death,
in thofe days, as the quickeft, moft frequently
ehofen, and broached his veins, when by Will
he had bequeathed to T1GELLINUS and his fon-
in-law Cossutianus CAPITe, an_immenfe
legacy in money, in order.to fecure the re-
mainder. It is added that, in his will he in-
ferted complaints concerning the rigour and
iniquity of his doom, ¢ That he died guiltlefs
¢ of every crime deferving death, whilft Ru-
“ rrus CrispiNUs and ANIcius CERIALIS,
¢ men virulently diffaffe¢ted to the Prince, were
« fuffered to live.” But all this was believed
to have been a filtion, purpofcly framed to
juftify the execution of thefe two; for Cris-
pINUs was alrcady flain, and over CERIALIS

the fame bloody fate was impending : Nor in-
deed
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deed was it long ere he became his own exe-
cutioner; but fell with lefs commiferation than
the reft, for that by him, it was remembered,
had bcen difclos'd to CaricurLa a plot con-
certed to deftroy that Tyrant.

CoNcerNING Carus PETRONIUS {fome few
particulars are to be recapitulated. He was one
who in fleep wafted the day, and to the civil
offices and gay delights of life devoted the
night: As others by a courfe of pains and
vigilance had acquired a name and charater;
PeETRONIUS was by fignal idlenefs and indo-
lence raifed to notice and renown. Nor yet
was he efteemed either a prodigal of his for-
tune or a flave to his groffer appetites, like
many who thus brutally lavifh and devour their
eftates. PETRONIUs was curious and refined
in his luxury; and fince his attions and fayings
were frank and unreftrained, all accompanied
with an air of ncgligence, the morc fo they
were, the more pleafing they were, as bearing
thence the impreflion of pure fimplicity and
artlefs nature. However, while he excrcifed the
Proconfular Government of Bithynia, and pre-
fently after the Confulfhip it {elf, he manifefted
himfelf a man of {pirit and vigour, and equal
to great affairs. Then rclapfing into a habit
of fenfuality and vice, or affe&ing to appear
vitious and fenfual, he was by NEro aflociated
with the fele&t few, who compofed his fra-
ternity of intimates, and eftablithcd mafter of
clegance. Infomuch that to the Emperor, in
the midft of all his affluent enjoyments, no-

thing
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thing appeared delicious and ravifhing, if it
¢ame not recommtnded by the tafte and ap-
probation of PETRONIUS. Hence the hate
and envy of TIGELLINUS towards one, in
credit, his rival, in the fcience of pleafures,
his fuperiour. He had therefore recourfe to
the cruclty of the Prince, a paflion to which
all his other depraved appetites ever gave place.
Againft PETRONIUS he objeted an intimacy
with the confpirator SCEvINUS, corrupted one
of his flaves to accufe his mafter, precluded
him from all defence, and to fudden bonds
committed moft of his domeftics.

NEeRro happened at that time to be upon the
road to Campania, and PETRONIUS having
accompanied him as far as Cuma, was there
by order put under durance; nor would he
longer bear to protract his fate, by humouring
the impulfe of hopes or fears; nor yet did he
haftily throw away life, but ordering his veins
to be cut, direfted them again to be clofed
and bound, then to be opened by intervals,
juft as his fancy moved him, difcourfing the
while to his friends, but upon no fubject fe-
rious or profound, nor in ftrains and fentences
whence he could aim at the renown of mag-
nanimity in braving of death. . To them too
he attended while they recited, no folemn
folemn fayings concerning the Immortality of
the Soul, nor the Syftems of Philofophers, but
gay Sonnets, with Verfes mufical and flowing.
With bountics he rewarded fome of his flaves,
~with chaftifements others: He even diverted

' himfelf
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himfelf with walking out, nay, refrethed him-
felf with fleep, on defign, that his death, though
in reality doomed, might appear like one alto-
gether cafual. Neither followed he in his laft
Will the cxample and ftile of moft, who
perithed like himfelf under the tyranny. Pe-
TrONIUS flattered neither NERo, nor T1GEL-
LINUs, nor any of the partizans of power,
but under the names of lewd women and pa-
thics, defcribed all the fecret abominations of
the Emperor, with every practice of impurity
by him ufed and admired as fingular and new.
To NEro he tranfmitted this pi¢ture of him-
felf, carefully fealed, then broke his fignet,
that after his death it might not be perfidioufly
ufed and become a fnare to the innocent.
WHaiLe NERO was doubting and recolle@t-
ing, by what means could be divulged all the
various devices of lubricity in which he con-
fumed the night, his fufpicion fixed upon
SiL1a, one the better known for having mar-
ried a Senator; one too by the Prince aflo-
ciated into all the effays and diverfity of his
pollutions, and thoroughly intimate with Pg-
TRONIUs. On pretence therefore that fhe had
not concealed what fhe had there feen and
undergone, fhe was doomed to banifhment; a
facrifice in effect to his own perfonal hate. To
that of TiGELLINUs he made another, and to
his vengeance furrendered NuMicius THER-
Mmus, once Prator, for that a freedman belong-
ing to THERMEs had uttered certain criminal
imputations upon TIGELLINUS, an offence

which
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which the fpeaker expiated under exquifite tor-
ments, and his innocent Lord by a bloody
doom. : :

ArTER the flaughter of o many men fignat
m name and quality, NERO, at length, be-
came pofleffed with a paflion to hew down
virtue itfelf, by devoting to butchery Tura-
SEA P£TUs and BareAs SoraNUSs, both, long
fince, the objetts of his hate. But againft
THRAsEA he was incenfed from feparate caufes,
for that he had withdrawn from the Senatc,
when the affair of AGrirrINa and the merits
of her death came under debate there, as above
I have remembeted: In the {olemnizing too
of the preludes intitled Fnvenales, he had ma-
nifefted a behaviour far from courtly or accep-
table ;s an indignity which pierced the Prince
the decper, for that THRASEA himfelf had, at
Padua, the place of his nativity, chanted in
the habit of a Tragedian, during the celebra-
tion of the Ceftic Games, inflituted there by
the founder, ANTENOR from Troy. More-
over when ANTIsTiUs the Pretor, was about
to have been by the Senate condemned to
exccution, for a virulent Satire by him ecom-
pofed againft NErRO, THRASEA propofed a
mitigation of the fentence, and carried it.
Add that when celeftial honours were decreed
to Popp£a, he was purpofely abfent, nor af-
terwards attended her funeral: Offences which
by Carito CossuTiaNus were carefully faved
from falling under oblivion : Befides the native
bent of his {pirit, abandoncd to all feats of

villainy,
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villainy, he bote {pecial raricour towards THRA-
SEA, fince it was he who had fupported the
deputies from Cilicia in their charge upon
Carrto for extortion there, and by his credit
obtained judgment againft him. '

To all thefe crimes of THRASEA’s he added

many more : ¢ He had avoided the folemnity
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of renewing at the beginning of the year,
the annual oath then taken to the Emperor;
he had forborn to affift at the fufception of
yearly vows for the prefervation and pro-
fperity of the Prince, though he were at the
fame time invefted with the Quindecemviral
Pricfthood : He had never made oblationg
for the fafety of the Prince, nor for his voice
divine. He, who had been formetly fo af-
fiduous in attending, fo indefatigable in
affairs; he who was wont to intereft him-
fcIf in every decree, as a promotcr or op-
ponent of the moft trivial and common,
had not now in three yeats once entered
the Senate. In an inftance fo recent as that
of Si.aNuUs and VeETus, when the fathers
affembled with fuch warmth and rapidity,
to obviate and punifh two men fo dangerous,
he only attended to the perfonal affairs of
his clients. What elfe was all this but an
open revolt, a party declared againft the
adminiftration? and, if in many particulars
the fame daring infolence were once found,
what but a public war could enfue? Asof
old (purfued Carito) this city, one cver
addicted to divifions and ftrife, was wont to

«“ dif-



760 The Annirs Book XVL

<<
<«
L {4
£C¢
<.
€«
&
<c
[ {4
[ {4
[ {4
[ {4
[ {3
€<
({4
[
[ {4
«
({3
€
£
<<
[ {3
[{3
(43
«©
(14
[ {4
€<
({3
[{4
(14

€<

courfec of C£sAR and CATO, as her two
great chiefs and competitors then; {o now
with the fame factious fpirit it is difcourfed
of thee, NERO, and of THRASEA. Nay, he
has his profefled followers and partizans, or
rather a body of champions at arms; men
who in truth are not yet atrived to his bold-
nefs and contumacy in counfel and fpeeches,
but ftudy an exa& conformity to his mien
and manners, to a behaviour rigid and me-
lancholy, on purpofe to upbraid thee for a
life of gayety and voluptuoufnefs. To this
man only is thy imperial lifc of no concern-
ment; with him alone all thy accomplifh-
ments pafs unregarded: The events of thy
reign the moft profpcrous, are by him treated
with fcorn; and is it not equally true, that
with thy misfortunes and forrows he is not
fatiated ? Such is thc contumacy of his fpi-
rit, that he would not believe Porr£A to
be a Deity; and from the fame {pirit it pro-
ceeds that he would not fwcar to the vali-
dity and obfervance of all the public Ads
of JuLius C&saARr and of AUGUSTUS,
Princes promoted to deification. It is thus
he contemns the Worfhip of the Deities,
thus cancels the Laws of the State. Through
the Provinces and amongft the feveral Ar-
mies, the Journals of the Roman people are
perufed with the greater curiofity and care,
that thence may be learnt what tranfations
there arc which bear not the name and
fan&tion of THRASEA. In fhort, lct us cither

“ embrace
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“ embrace thefe inftitutions and politics, if
“ they excel our own; or from a turbulent
« faltion thirfting after innovations, let their
¢ Oracle and Leader be fnatched away. Pu-
“ pils and champions formed by the fame fe&
“ were the TuBERONEs and FavoNrir for-
“ merly, names grating and gricvous even to
the ancient Commonwealth. It is only to
« fubvert thc Empire, that they ufe the fair
 found and pretence of Liberty ; if their evil
“ purpofes fucceed, Liberty itfclf will be the
“ next abje& of their violence. In vain haft
¢ thou banithed Cass1us from the State, if
 afterwards thou doft fuffer a party, which
“ emulate the BRUTUS’s to gather ftrength and
numbers in it. For the reft, to the Scnate
and our management leave the judgment and
fate of THRASEA, nor to that aflembly do
thou write aught about him.” Naturally fu-
rious was the (oul of CossuTiaNUs, and
now further ftimulated by NERro, who to
him joined as his afliftant in the accufation
MarceLLus Eprius, an Orator of great acri-
mony and vehemence.

THE task of accufing BAREAs SORANUS was,
already befpoke and undcrtaken by Ostor1uUs
SaBINUS 2 Roman Knight, who arraigned his
condut in the adminiﬁration of Aﬁa, where
he had governed as Proconful with fuch fignal
vigilance and juftice, as thence to incur freth
jealoufy and rancour from the Emperor. As
another offence too, he had beftowed much
pains about a popular work, that of opening

Your. IL Ddd the
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the Port of Ephefus, and had befides left un-
punifhed the Citizens of Pergamos for having
refolutely oppofed Acratus, onc of NERO'S
freedmen, when- he would have robbed their
City of her pittures and ftatues. Thefe were
his rcal crimes; thofe openly imputed were,
¢ his friendfthip with Praurus, and his in-
“ trigucs to ingratiate himfelf with the Afia-
“ tics, in order to engage them in novel de-
¢« figns.” A particular jun&ure was chofen for
awarding them their doom, that of the arrival
of TIRIDATEs to receive the Crown of At-
menias; perhaps with defign that, while the
public attention and rumour were engaged in
concernments from abroad, domeftic iniquity
and bloodfhed might pafs in quietnefs and ob-
fcurity : Or perhaps NErO meant on this oc-
cafion to difplay-the might and tctrors of Im-
perial power, and the flaughter of illuftrious

men, as a feat of Majefty Royal.
Now while the whole City thronged out
to receive the Emperor, and to behold a fo-
rcign King, THrAsEA had orders to forbear
attending the entry, yet was no wifc caft down,
.but compofed.a Memorial to Nero: In it he
befought to know  the allegations againft
¢ him, and averred that he would vindicate
¢ himfelf, were he but apprized of the crimes,
*“ and had opportunity of clearing his inno-
¢ cence.” NERro received the Memorial gree-
dily, as he hoped that TurAsEA, under the in-
fluence of terror, might have written fomewhat
tending to magnify the grandeur and glory 1of
e
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the Prince, and to ftain his own renown ; but
finding himfelf difappointed, and dreading
withal the countenance, the fpirit, and free
fpecch of that great man, he ordered the Se-
nate to be fummoned. THRASEA then con-
fulted with his friends and kindred, whethcr
he fhould attempt a defence, or be filent.
Their advices varied: They who counfelled
hlS repairing to the Senate, faid “ That they

were aflured of his magnanimity there, and
« nothing would ¢fcape him, but what v»ould
 procurc him frefh glory. To the timorous
“ only and the fluggard it belonged to hide
« the meannefs of their end in fhade and ob-
« fcurity. It was fit the people thould behold
« fuch a man going forth boldly to encounter
¢ death; it was fit the Senate thould hear his
“ words mor¢ than human, pronounced as it
“ were by the mouth of fome Deity, a mi-
“ racle which might poflibly foften even the
“ heart of NEro. But though he fhould per-
“ fevere in barbarity ; yet furely in different
«“ efteem with pofterity, would be the me-.
“ mory of a demife {o worthy and diftin-
< guifhed, from that of f{uch as chofe ftupidly
“ to pcn{h in paffive filence.”

THosE who gave different counfel, and were
for his waiting the iffuc at home, acknow-
ledged the fame things of the behaviour and
merit of THRASEA; ¢ but, if he went, over
“ him was impending much cruel mockery,
“ and many bitter contumelies: It behoved
¢ him to avoid having his cars affailed with in-

Ddd 2 “ yeltives
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‘ veQives and the lathes of reproach. It was
not CossuTiaNus only, nor Epr1us that
were prompt to outrages : There werc others
befides, who, perhaps, would affault him
with violent hands and blows, to humour
the favage brutality of the Emperor, and the
precedent begun by the violent and bad,
might, through dread, be followed even by
“ the merciful and upright. He ought there-
« fore to with-hold from that venerable body,

which he had fo long adorned, an occafion
of fo tranfcendent a wickednefs and re-
proach, and to leave it to uncertainty and
conjefture, what would have been the {pirit
and decree of the Senate, upon the feeing
“ of THrRAsEA defend himfelf before them as
“ a criminal arraigned. To hope that ever
NEero would be moved to a fenfe of thame
for his crying enormities, was rath and vain:
Much morg to be dreaded was his flying in-
to frefh rage, and his difcharging the fame
upoh the wife, and houthold of THrAsEA,
and upon evéry other objeét of his tender-
nefs and care.. Upon the whole ; he ought
to meafure the glory of his lattér end by that
 of the worthies, by whofe fteps and ftudies
“ he had fquared his life, and dje in the ftrength
“ of his integrity, in the fulnefs of fame.”
In the confultation there aflifted Rusricus
ARULENUS, a youilg ' 'man of great fpirit and
fervour. From this temper and a paffion for
fame, he offered to thwart the Dectéé’ of Se-
nate, by interpofing againft it ; for he was Tri-
a ' : ‘ ‘ bune
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burte of the people. THRASEA reftiained his
temerity, and cautioned him againft attempt-
ing “ methods in themfelves wild, to the per-
« fon aceufed unavailing, and 1o the perfon
« attempting them certainily fatal : For him-
“ felf; he had finithed his courfe, and from
« the rule of life which for fo many years he
« had without varying obferved, he muft not
« now depatt. Into public offices ARULENUS
“ had but juft entered, and upon his own
“ thoice it refted, how far to engage in tranf-
« altions future : But it much imported him
“ to weigh well beforehand what path he
“ ought to putfue, when during fuch times he
¢ engaged in offices of State.” For the refty
to the refult of his own meditation he left it,
whether it were proper for him to appear in

the Senate.
ON the day followiiig, two Cohorts of the
Pretorian Guards under arms, environed the
Temple of Venus the Prolific; a numiber of
men drefled in the city robe, but armed with
fwords no wife concealed, had befet the en-
trance of the Senate; and in the great Squares,
and feveral Temples, were every where pofted
bands of foldiers in array. Through the midft
“of this fcene of terror, and under the awe of
obje@s fo formidable and even menacing, the
Senators paffed to their affembly. There he,
whq was the Emperor’s Queaftor, recited a
fpecch by him fene, in which, without defcend-
ing to name particulafs, he upbraided the fa-
thers, ¢ That they deferted the funétions of
Ddd 3 “ the -
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the State, and from their example the Ro-
man Knights too were lapfed into floth and
inaltion. Hence what marvel, that Sena-
tors from the remote Provinces failed to at-
tend, when many who had arrived at the
Confulfhip, and been diftinguithed with Sa-
cerdotal digriitics, chofe fo withdraw from
the public, and rather to devote themfelves
to folitude and pleafant amufements in their
Gardcens?”

THis fpcech was, as it were, a weapon pre-

- fented to the accufers, and greedily they {hatch-
cdit.  CossuT1ANUS having begun the charge,

it

was by MARCELLUs purfued with greater

acrimony and vehemence: “ The Common-
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wealth, the Commonwealth, he fiercely
cried, was here concerned in her tendereft
and moft cflential part: Such were the fro-
wardnefs and contumacy of inferiours, that
thence the gentlenefs and clemency of him,
who bore rule, were checked and dimi-
nifhed : Over-mild and acquiefcing had, to
that day, been the temper of the Fathers,
who could thus fuffer fo many capital cri-
minals to evade chaftifement, could fuffer
THRASEA {0 long revolted from public obe-
dience, fuffer his fon-in-law HeLvipius
Priscus immerfed in the fame rebellious
meafures, PACONIUS AGRIPPINUS too, one
who pofieffed from his father an hereditary
rancour towards the Emperors, with Cur-
T1us MoNTANUS, employed in compofing
abominable Poems replete with treafon,

o “ For
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For himfelf; he wanted to behold THRA-
sEA, him who had been Conful, now filling
his place in the Senate, him who was a
Pontiff, aflifting at the {folemnity wherc pub-
lic vows were made, him who was a fellow-
citizen, renewing with the reft the oath of
fidelity 5 uhlefs he had already tenounced
every inftitution of our anceftors, civil and
facred, openly ated the traitor; and now
declared himfelf a public enemy. In a
word ; as he was wont to perform the part
of an altive Senator, wont to defend and
proteét fuch as had lampooned and defamed
the Prince, let him refume his place, let him
offer his fentiments, what he wifhed to have
corrcéted, and what to have changed : Much
more eafily would they bear him carping
at every particular tranfattion, than con-
demning by his fullen filence the whole ad-
miniftration at once. What was it that
gricved him? Was it the profound peace
eftablithed over the whole earth, or the pub-
lic vittories gained by our armies without
the lofs of men? Far be it from the Senate
to fuffer fuch a man to gratify an ambition
{fo malignant and depraved, a man who for-
rowed for the felicities of the State, one to
whom the public Places, the Theatres and
the Temples, appcared {o many defarts, wild
and ftrange, and onec who was continually
threatening to relinquith his courtry and
roam an exile. 'With him our Décrees here
pafled for none, our Magiftrates for nonc ;

bdd 4 “ with
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¢ with him thlS Metropolis was no longer
“® Rome. He ought therefore to ceafe to hvc
“mﬁu&mﬁmdeMmgh&&wkd
“ himfelf of all tendernefs for her, and now
“ could not bear her fight.”

As in thefe and the like flights of fury
MARCELLUS, even in his perfon horrid and
grim, was raging againft THRAsEA, with eyes,
voice and vifage all on fire, the Senate no longer
manitefted that ufual air of fadnefs, which from
the trequency of returning dread and peril, was
become cuftomary there: A terror altogether
new, more deep and alarming pofleffed thcm
while to their fight were plcfentcd fuch a num-
ber of foldiers, “their arms, and feparate bands.
Their imaginations were alfo filled with the
tragical lot of the perfon accufed, the vener-
ablc perfon of THrRAsEA: And thcw were who
commiferated that of HELvIDIUS, “ who muft
 bc doomed to punithment, merely for an
« alliance with a man void of blame. Againft
AGRIPPINUS too what elfe was charged but
the tragical fate of his father, a man who,
in nuth had fallen hlmfelf an innocent
vitim to the cruelty of TiBerIUs. Nay,
¢ banithment muft be the doom of MoNTa-
NUs, a young man and virtuous, for no Li-
bel by him written, but purely becaufe by
¢ his Wutmvs he had i gnalized his genius
¢ and parts.”

INn the mean while entered OsTor1USs SABI-
NUs, the accufer of Soranus, andavmn&lunl
urged < the friendfhip between him and Ru-’

‘“ BELLIUS
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¢ BeLLIUS PLAUTUS; and that in his Procon:
¢ {ylar adminiftration of Afia, he had rather
¢ confulted his own popularity and luftre than
¢ the public good and utility, by nourifhing
“ animofity and tumults in the provincial Ci-
“ ties:” Stale imputations, and long fince
prepared by the accufer. But now he offered
a recent charge, and in the crimesand peril of
the father involved the daughter, ¢ That fhe
“ had with large fums feed the Magicians:”
A tranfation refulting purely from the pafs
fionate tendernefs of SErvILIA (for this was
the young Lady’s name) towards her father, as
well as from the unwarinefs of her youth:
Yet the whole of her confultation was ‘ only
¢ about the confervation of her houfe, whe-
¢ ther the wrath of NERo might not come to
¢ be appeafed, and whether no tragical judg-
¢« ment would tollow the cognizance of the
¢« Senate.” For this the was brought into the
Senatc; and before the Tribunal of the two
Confuls, but at oppofite fides, ftood the father
and daughter, he full of years, the under twenty,
and, fince the late banifhment of ANNIUS
PoLr1o her husband, in a ftate of widowhood,
folitary and fad. Her father’s face upon this
occafion fhe could not bear to behold, fince
fhe, as it feemed, had wofully heightened his
danger and fufferings.

THE accufer now queftioned her, < Whe-
¢ ther fhe had not turned into moncy her
¢ bridal Ornaments, and even ftript from her
“ neck her collar of jewels, in order to de-

“ fray
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* fray the cxpcncc of magic Rites and Sacri-
& fices}” At firft the caft herfelf down, and
lay along tipon the floor, then after a flood of
tears, afrer long fobbing and filence, the rofe,
and embracing- “the AItars partxcularly that of
Venus; ¢ No mxfchlcvous Divinities, faid fhe,
®. have I invoked ; no incantations have I tried,
@ nor was aught elfe the burden of my rafh
& and difaftrous fupplications, than that thou
& Casar, and you Fathers of the Senate,
& would to this my dcar and indulgent parent,
« befet with terrors and affliction, gracioufly
& afford protettion and fafety. W ith this view
¢ I prefenited my jewels, my precious rayment,
% ind other decorations peculiar to my qua-
€ lity 5 as I would have prefented my blood
& and life, had my blood and life been re-
¢ quired. To thefe Fosetellers, men till now
& ytterly unknown to me, it belongs to de-
& clare whofe minifters they are, and what
¢ myfteries they ufe: By myfelf the Prince’s
# name was not once pronounced otherwife
¢ than with thofe of the Deities. Yet to all
¢ this proceeding of mine, whatever it were,
¢ my unfortunate father was an utter ftranger;
¢ and if it is a crime, I alone am the delin-
¢ quent.” Thefe words alarmed Soranus,
and while the was yet uttering them, he in-
terrupted her; he cried out with earneftnefs,
¢ That his daughter went not with him to
¢ the Province, fuch too was her tender age,
& that fhe could have no poflible acquaintance
¢ with PLauTus: In the crimes of her hus-
' “ band
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“ band fhe was no wife engaged; her only
“ blame was that of filial piety over-firained :
¢ Let her caufe be therefore disjoined from
¢ his; his own fate, whatever it thould prove,
“ he was ready to undergo.” This faid, he
was haftening to embrace his daughter, who
flew to meet him, but the Confular Litors
ftepped between and prevented them.

To the witnefles next an immediate hear-
ing was given, and however high the barba-
rous fpirit of the accufer had already raifed
common compaflion for the accufed, equally
high was the indignation excited by the ap-
pearing of PuBL1Us EGNATIUS as an evidence s
a client and follower of SORANUS, now bought
with a price to overwhelm his patron and his
friend. As he profefled the rigid Se& of the
Stoics, his teftimony ~was from this circum-
ftance to derive weight and confideration ; for
into fuch folemnity he had framed his coun-
tenance and whole exteriour, as to difplay the
femblance of a man worthily difpofed and
virtuoufly employed, but poffeffed a foul trai-
terous and enfnaring, replete with avarice and
cvery depraved appetite, all artfully concealed.
But now the force of money, more prevalent
than art, having laid open fo much hypocrify
and impofture, furnithed an inftructive example,
that as we guard againft fuch as are branded
for notorious frauds and contaminated with
open villainies ; fo with no lefs care ought we
to guard againft men, who, under the fair guife
of righteous life and acquirements, hide hollow

hearts,
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hearts, alike pfompt to profefs and to bettay
friettdthips: On that fame day, however, waa
exhibited a different and honourable example
by Cass1Us ASCLEPIODOTUS, a man, for his
fignal opulence, of the foremoft rank in Bithy-
nia; yet without regarding what risk he in-
curred, the fame devotion and feverence, with
which he had courted SoraNus during the
funthine of his fortune, he ceafed not to pay
- him, though now finking under malignant
fate. Hence he was defpeiled of his whole
fortune, and doomed to exile. Such was the
lukewarmnefs and indiffcrence of the Deities,
alike unmoved DBy patterns of righteoufnefs
and thofe of iniquity ! To THRASEA, to SORA-
Nus and SERVILIA, was granted the choice of
their own deaths : HELvIDIUS and PacoNius
were to be banifhed from Italy: MoNTANUS,
for the fake of his father, had his pardon, with
an exception annexed, “ That he thould never
* be admitted to any Office in the State.”
To Epr1us; onc of the accufers, was decreed
a reward of more than thirty thoufand pounds,
to CossutiaNUs another, the like fum; and
to Ostor1us the third, as many thoufand
.crowns, befides another recompence, that of
the ornaments of the Quzftorthip.

THE Quzftor attending the Conful was,
now in the clofe of the day, difpatched to
THRASEA, then in his gardens. He was at
that inftant frequented by a numerous affembly
of men and women, illuftrious for their qua-
lity, but was chiefly attentive to DEMETR1US,

a pro-
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a profcflor of the Cynic School. With this.
Philofopher, as far as could be conjettured by
the intenfenefs of his looks, and by certain
words, which, when they happened to raife
their voices, were over-hcard, he was reafon-
ing and inquiring about the nature of the Soul,
and concerning its dcparturc from the body,
till he was interrupted by the arrival of Do-
Mmitivs CeciLiaNus. This was one of his
moft intimate friends, and related to him what
the Senate had decreed. As upon thefe fad
tydings the company melted into plaints and
tcars, THrRASEA prefled them, * forthwith to
“ retire, nor to tempt danger by involving
¢ themfelves in the fate of a perfon con-
“ demned:” And as ArRRIA his wife was
carneft to emulate the example of her mother,
and to fhare with her husband in his laft lot,
he befought her, < to prefesve her lite, nor
¢ deprive their common daughter of her only
“ remaining refuge.”

He then went forth into a gallery, and there
the Quaftor from the Senatc found him, filled
rather with chearfulnefs than with any oppo-
fite paflion, fince he had lcarnt that againft
HeLvipius his fon-in-law, nothing worfe was
decreed than his banithment from Italy. Have-
ing now had dclivered to him in form the
fcntence of the Senate, he took HerLvipius
and DEMETR1Us into his chamber, and ex-
tending both his arms, the veins of both were
cut: As the blood fprang, he called the Quz-
ftor nigher, and with it befprinkling the floor;

« Let
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“ Let us, faid he to him, make this libation
“to Jove the Deliverer. Look here, young
“ man, and confider; may Heaven too grant
¢ there be no Omen in my words: But into
“ fach times thy birth and age have thrown
“ thice, as may juftly require thee to fortify
~ “ thy {pirit by examples of magnanimity.” Af.
ter this, as from the flow approaches of death,
gricvous torments were enfuing, he turned to.
wards DEMETRIUS* * X %

The reft of this dnnal is loft.

END of Vor. 1L
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