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pore el is a juflt Reflexion that Livy

= makes, [hat Mankind are muc!
I &= ,
s, %+ more {enfible of the Interruption
1?’5’__:%’?55 made 1n their Liberty, than of the
ucter Lofsof it.  Aeriores, fays He,
Sunt Morfus Libertatss interrupte, quam Amiffe;
When Men have been Slaves for fome time,
they have no{enfe of the Blefling of Freedom ;
Liberty has no Charms: And Oppreffion, like
a Dead Palfie benumbs them, that they can
feel no wetghe, let it be riever fo great.  But a
free People can never be Ruin’d, without fome
Violent anqd Glorious Struggles for their Privi-
leges. Thelealt approach ot Arbitrary Power
alzrms them, and animates them with Noble
and Generous Refentments tor the Publick
Good. Aad 'tis fit indeed 1t fhould ; for the
Intringement of onc Fundamental, encourages
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the breach of another : The Paffions of Men
have no bounds, and he that can gratify one
Appetiie with impunity, will be fure to in-
dulge another. But certainly we can never
Guard enough againft every Violation of our
Rights, por Punifh the Offenders with too
much feverity. At prefent we are the only
Nation of Ezrops that have preferv’d the Lia
berties tran{mitted to us from our great Fore-
fathers; the noble Gorhick Conftitutions are
All deftroyed, and the Rights of Millions fa-
crificed to the Pride, Ambition, and Caprice
of Vicious. Ignorant, or Obftinate State{men.
Spain, Framce, and Denmark, are no longer
Free, who but fome Ages ago had their Re.
prefentatives and Parliaments as well as we:
The name of Liberty is nomore heard amongft
them, and Slavery is taught to be an Inheri-
tance by Divine Right. One would wonder
how Nations fo Brave, and Great as they
were, (hould {uffer themf{elves to be fo oppreft;
that.now they have a Propertyin nothing, but
the Chains they wear; How their Princes,
who were originally their Creatures, and in
thofe Times chofen for their Virtue, Wifdom,
and good Qualities, fhould be capable of de-
{troying what was the Intereft of All to pre-
fcrve, would feem very odd, and unaccounta-
ble, if Hiftory did not fully difcover the Me-
thods, the Miaiftries of thofe Princes took,
for Ruining thofe Refpettive Conftitutions.
Saduft and Livy both obferve, that the Ruin of
| the
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the Commonwealth was owing to the Intro-
du&@ion of Luxury. This debauch’d Mens
Morals, and made them fit Inftruments for
Ambitious Men to Enflave their Country.
The fame Inlet of Corruption has fubverted
the Conftitutions of other Free Nations: Ex-
travagance in all kinds of Expence has been
always encourag’'d by Minifters that had a
Defign upon the Publick Liberty. Coltly Equi-
pages, Balls, Mafquerades Gaming,and Luxurt-
ous Bntertainments have been conftantly cele-
brated and extoll'd by them, on purpofe to
corrupt Mens Virtue, and introduce Poverty :
From hence came Penfions, and Dependance ;
and from hence Slavery and Oppreflion. 45
hoc Forte Derivata Clades, in. Patriam, Pops-
lumque fluxit. This was the Cafe of France
and Spasn.  Comintnes obferves, that Lewssthe
Eleventh, who firft laid the foundation in
France of Arbitrary Power, gain’d moft of his
Advantages by his Bribes; He had always a
itrong Band of Penfioners, and Hi- Money
never fail’d of perfuading, where His Realon-
ing did not always carry that apparent Evi-
dence of PuolickGood. 1n $psin we find no-
ble Remonltrances made-by fome Great Men
in their Cortes, which were the fame as our
Parliaments, about the Invafion of their
Rights and Privileges : They bravely told
Charles the Fifch, That they were a Free Peo-
ple, and would be Govern’d as fuch ; That
their Allegiance was no longer due, than the

A 2 Laws
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Laws were obferv’d 3 And that the Power of
his Northern Minifters, for fo his Germans and
his Flemmings were call’d. was contraasy to the
Fundamental Rights of the Subjet; of not
being Govern’d by Forcigners; They Glori-
oully complain’d, that &pu.» was made a Pro-
vince to Germany, and their Treafures ex-
haufted in {upport of Power which i all pro-
bability would deftroy them. This was the
{pirit of thofe Great iivn; and the Edect of
their Remonftrance was a Generous and Lau-
dable Afferting of their Rights by Arms : And
tho’ they had the misfortune of bein:: over-
power’d by foreign Forces, and the Corrup-
tion of a majority in oneof their Parliamentis,
yet they had the fatisfaction ol having done
their Duty, and leaving their excellent Prote-
ftations for Publick Liberty on Record, to
condemn the infamous Iniquity of thofe Parri-
eides, that fold themieives, their Poiterity,
and their Country for Money. Thus fatal
has beea Corruption and Bribery : And can
we think the Advifers of fuch Mcthods can be
punifh’d too feverely # Can fuch Condult in
Minifters be too ftrictly examin'd into? For
to their Counfels are we o attribute 1n a
areat meafure the Actions of Princes. ’Tis
miore than probable that Charles che Fitth had
never acted as he did, had not he been infhi-
gated by his Foreign Minilters; for we find
him in the latter part of his Life, condemn-
inz his former Conduct. The Oath he made

the
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the Hollanders take to his Son Pbilip, of defend-
ins their Liberties againit the Invalions of
Arbitrary Power, and the Admifhon of Fo.
reigners, prove undeniably the Notion he had
of that Accurfed Policy of Enflaving his €oun-
try. Lt would be happy for every Free Nation,
if they had Sumptuary Laws to reftrain V«n
from Excefs in cheir Expences. W here Men
have a competency they will be free; Want
makes dependance, and he that has nothing
to Jofe, will think nothing worth preferving.
In James the Firft’s time, there was an attempt
made to 1atroduce fome fumptuary Laws a-
mong us: But that Prince, who had lictle
{ratt, and ill-nature endugh, to defire to fee
Men Slaves, tho’ he had not the Couirage to
make them fo, difcountenanced every thing
that had the Face of publick Good. To his
Reign, and Charles the Second’s, are we to at-
tribute the Corruption of our Morals. Luxury
and Vice, produced very fruitful Hacvelts;
under fuch diligent Husbandmen.  Our great
Mvien were Impoveriily'd, and forc™d to become
Penfioners for a {ubfiftance: And how faral
that had like ro have been to our Conftitution,
particularly in Charles the Second’s time, we
¢an only confider with Horror, and Indignari-
on. So Degenerate, and Abandon’d were we;
that Wars were made upon a Nation, for
whom we {hould have fought, in Alliance with

a Prince that was the growing Terror of Ex.
rope.  Vait Sums were rais’d on the People, to

maine-
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maintain Pimps, Penfioners and Whores; and
this for a poor ftipend. Nay, fo far were fome
corrupted, that I have been well inform’d,
they would give a Vote on which the Fate of
Earape depended, for a Dinner at the Green-
cloth. Many of thefe Wretches were only Day-
Labourers, that work’d Jobsof Villainy occali-
onally, while the Craftiet Knaves and De-
magoues, where taken into Service by the
year. But God be prais’d, thofe days are over,
Mankind are too full of Abhorrence and De.
teftation of fuch Villainies, to bear any fuch
Prattice again. A Penfioner is now become
Iatamous, and no Man that has the leaft re-
gard for Honour and Reputation, would be
thought liable to fuchan Impuration, We
have now aSpirit of Virtue and Liberty reign-
ing among us; we have a good and gracious
Prince, and a noble Conftitution guarded by
excellent Laws, particularly an At of Settle-
ment, which Religioufly obferv’d n the parts
vet unrepeal’d, muit make us all Happy. It
i> {o Gloriousan A¢t, that [can’t forbear tran-
fcribing it “Twas an A& contrivid by that
truly great and able Statefman, and worthy
Patriot, the Lord Jommers ; and paft by that
Admirabie Man, King William, a Prince rais’d
by Providence, to be the Scourge of Tyranay,
and to {ave and protett the Rights of a Brave
and Iojur’d People, and to continue them, as
faras Human Wifdom and Virtue can provide,
Iaviolable to Pofterity. -

;
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The Words are,

* THA T whofoever fhall hereafter come to
¢ the Poffeflionof thisCrown,{hall join in Com-
¢ munion with the Church of Esglend, as by
¢ Law Eftablifh’d. I Force,

‘ THAT in cafe the Crown and Imperial
* Dignity of this Realm, fhall hereafter cometo
‘ any Perfon, net being a Native of this King-
¢ dom of England,, this Nation be not obliged to
¢ engage in any War, for the Defence of any
¢ Dominions, or Territories which do not be.
¢ long to the Crown of England, without the
* confent of Parliament. et in Force

‘ THAT no Perfon, who {hall hereafter

¢ come to the Poffeffion of this Crown, fhall go
¢ out of the Dominions of England, Scvtiand, or
¢ Ireland, without confent of Parliament. Re-
¢ peal’d 1 G. His Majefty, as the Preamble fets
¢ torth, having a Son.

‘ THAT from, and after the time the Li-
¢ mitation fhall takeeffet ;all matrers relating
‘ to the well Governing of this Kingdom,
‘ whichare Properly Cognizable in the Privy-
¢ Council, by the Laws and Cultoms of this
¢ Realm, fhall be tranfalted there . and ;all Re-
¢ folutions takenthereupon, {hall be figned by
“ {uch of the Privy-Council as {halladvafe and
¢ confent tothe fame. In Force.

* THAT after the Limitation fhall take
¢ effe, no Perfon bara aus of she Kingdloms of

¢ Egland,
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¢ Lngland,Scotland, or Ireland, or the Dominions
¢ thereunto belonging, (althotgh he be Natu.
¢ ralized, or made a Denizen, except fuch as
¢ are Born of Enz/ifb Parents) fhall be capable
¢ to be of the Privy Council, or a Member of
¢ eitherHoufe of Parliament ; toenjoy any Office
¢ or Place of Truft, either Civil or Military or
¢ to have any Graat of Lands, Tenements, or
¢ Hereditameats from the Crown to himfelf or
¢ toany other, or others in truft for him. 7y
¢ 1n Force. |

¢ THAT no Perfon who has an Office, or
‘ Place of profit under the King, or receives a
¢ Penfion from the Crown, fhall be capable of
¢ ferving as a Member of the Houfe of Com-
‘ mons. Reveal’d, or Explain’d fince his Maje-
¢ fy’s Acceflion; ITcan's tell which.

¢ THAT Judges Commiflions be made
¢ Quam din [¢ bere Geflersnt, and the Salaries
¢ afcertain’d and eltablifh’d: But upon the
¢ Addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament; it
‘ may be Lawtlul to remove them. s Force.

¢ THAT noPardon under the Great Seal
¢ of Englasd, be pleadable toan] mpecachment
¢ by the Commons in Pacliament.  In Force.

WHAT a Glorious and Wile Proviiion is
here, for the Liberties of a People ¢ With
what Intrenchments are we guarded againft
any attempts from Arbitrary Power? - ‘Thefe
Barriers nothing can force while we are true

toour felves: Thefe Laws fhall ftull preferve
us ;
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us: Not even the Villainy of the Soath-Sed
Direttors, nor the more wicked, and fhameful
Screening thefe Villains, and their Accomplices
fiom Juttice, fhall be able to overturn this
Great, thisGlorious and Antient Conftitution.
Tho’ the violent Invafion of our Property has
been fo Impudent and Barefac’d, that 1t-might
be thought, (did not we well know our Mi
niftry ) to be defign'd to introduce Arbitrary
Power ; and alarm us by this preparatory Ca-
lamity, to expett fomething ftill more terrible
to come. But while thefe Laws remain, and
are Exccuted, we have Liberty ; and while
we have Liberty, we f{hall certainly do our
felves juftice upon thefe Mifcreants, that are
conliderrbie only by thetr Villainies. Sucl
Crimes can never go unpunifh’d ; and fhould
the Laws, and Legulature be {uppofed Capa-
ble of fuffcring them to Efcape, (the contrary
of which, we find 1n the noble Spirit, and
Zeal of both Houfes,) yet the Law of Nature
weuld demand Satisfaction, fhould fuch a
defe&ion from common Juftice and Honour
ever happen: Every Man, fays Grotius, might
right himfelf; and Execute the Senatence his

own uncorrupt Judgment fhould diltate tg
hmm. Iam,

My I:.orcf,
Your Lotdfhip’, &%
B LET:
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LETTER IL

My Lord, -

S wejudgeof the Wifdom and Happinefs

~\ of a People from the form of their Go-
vernment, and the due Execution of Good and
Utetul Laws ; {o we take our Notions of 2
Minittry, from the Profperity, Quict and
Glory which a Nation enjoys trom their Poli-
cy, and the Benchcial Alts made under their
Adminuiration. If a State encreafes in
Wealth, it its Trade Improves, if ’tis Confi.
d<rable Abroad, and Eafy at Home, if proper
R=gulations are made for the equal Liberty of
All, and Defence of Property ; ‘T'hen we pro-
nouncea Minittry Wife and Ab'e, and Diltin-
guifh chem by the glorious Name ot Patriots,
But it on the contrary, Commerce decays, if
Difcontents and Murmurs arife on every fide,
it foreign Courts fhow but lictle or no Regard
to it, and faral or infigaihicant Statutes are
Foatted, What can wethink of a People un-
der fuch a2 Miniftry, or not expect from their
Adminiftration ? Certain it i1s, the Miferies
and Calamities of a Peopleare to be imputed
to them ; and they ftand Accountable for
their Ignorance, Negligence, or Corruption,
They are Guardians of our Liberties, and en.
truited with opr Interefts: For this we Ho-
pour, and give them Precedence ; and for chis

fup
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fupport them in their Dignity, And indeed a
Good Mintifter can never be efteem’d too
much. The Poft he fills requires great Apph-
cation and Integrity : He is to devore himfelf
to the Publick Good, and negle& hisown Fro-
fit, Bafe, and Pleafure ; Hec is to have no
Ambitign but to ferve his Couatry; nor any
views but thofe of Honour, Virtue, and Li-
berty. He is to facrifice his Private Refent-
ments to the Publick Intereft; and Reward
Men of Merit without Partiality to Friend-
fhips or Relations. He 1s to watch over the
Morals of the People, and rakecare of all At-
tempts againft the Virtue of the Commons-
wealth; and, l:ke fome Wife Law-Givers,
punifhing with Death the Offcrer as well as
the Taker of a Bribe; Rightly judging, that
fuch a Prattice mult end in the utter Ruin of
the Conticuticn.  This we expeét from a Pa-
triot: Buc if a Mmifter is Corrupt, if he
little underftands the Bufinels he 1s entrufted
with, ar if he underftands ir, neglects it for
his Pleafupes: it he s Irrefolute in what is
Laudablg, or Obftinate in what is Wrong ; if
he Fhilippy)s, or isGovern'd by Counfels de-
ftruClive of the Interefts of his Country, or
Corrupts the Morals of others by the irrehit-
able temptation of a Penfion, W hat fhall we
fay to fuch a Perfon, or how treat him with
fufficient Scorn and Indignation? Shall we
call him a Patriot? or rather fhall we not
¢all him & Betrayer of his Country, and cry

Ba | aloud
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&loud for Juftice. Yes,furely we (hall’;*tisaDebt
we owe our Selvesand our Country 3 'tisa Debt
all Nations have demanded, and Minifters
beenoblig’d to pay. Of this Truth, our own
Hiftories will give us abundant proof: Our
brave Fore-Fathers would always Vindicate
their Liberties, and punifh theViolation of their
Rights : They glorioufly Remonftrated againit
the Government of Foreign Minifters in the
Reigns of Stephen, Heary the Third, and Ed-
ward the Second, and Curs’d the Direttion of
So.snifb Courifels in the time of Fames the Firft.
Thofe noble Parliaments were jultly jealous
of their Privileges: And tho’ weak Princes
would fometimes protect their Favourites a-
painft the Bent and Inclination of the People;
yet the People never left Profecuting thofe
Favourites, till they were facrific’d -to their
jult Rage and Refentment. Even the Two
Spenfers, thofe Darlings of their Prince; were
at laft Mafter’d and put to Death, tho’ their
Obftinacy and Ambution involv’dithe Nation
11 a Civil War. Indeed in the Reign'of Charles
the Second, we were Univerfally corrupt ; a
wicked Miniftry made a wicked Nation ; our
Reprefentatives were moft Penfjoners; and
cur Legiflature was in the Houfe of Bondage.
French Counfels infected our Cabinet; and the
true Intereft of England was no more regard-
ed. Daunkirk, a Place almolt as important as
Gicraltery or Port-Mahon, was bafely fold, and
deliver’d up s our Fleets fought the Battles of

I ) others ;
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others; and violent Seizures and Invafions
were made on our Property: Thus all things
tended to Arbitrary Power, and the Ruin of
the Conftitution. But of-a fudden the Nation
was alarm’d ; God open’d the eyes of the Par-
liament to perceive the Danger of their Libere
ties ; The Antient Englfl Virtue revivd in
them, and call’d up the memory of their An-
ceftors that died in the Caufe of Liberty ;
Thofe that had been Penfioners for fo many
Years, became Patriots, and zealous Aflertors
of their Laws and Privileges. They now ab.
horr’d themfelves, and the Court, and ever
after (ignaliz’d their Virtue in oppoling their
Impious Defligns : So that after a long Seffions
of Bighteen years, they had the Honourand
Glory to’be Diffolvd; notwithftanding the
alluring promifes of the Miniftry to- make
them- Perpetual, would they change their
Meafures, and be fubfervient to the Court:
Bug they rejected che offer with the uemolt
Difdain and Indigeation, as an Attempt 1o
{ubvere the Conttitution. And indeed they'did
well ¢ For how far the Body of the People
mightthink Thatan Abfolute Breach of Truft,
and what might be the Confequences of {uch
an Opinion, would perhaps be very difficule
to Determine: Thefe Things were dopefor
our Inftrution. ’Tis true, nothing of this
Nature ts like to happen to Us: But yet as
Jacitus fays, We fhould Infervire Pofferis.
T here may-a Prince and Parliament arife, that
L may
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may not attend {o nicely to fuch Tranfations;
and a wicked Miniftry may prevail again, as
it has often done before. We indeed have
Great Reafon to be Thankful; for certainly
never was the Eanglifb Nation Govern’d by
fuch a Miniftry; nor will Pofterity, 1 believe,
ever fee the like again. I humbly ask Pardon
if Ioffend their Modefty: But I fhould not
dothem that juftice which all Sober, and Dif-
paffionate Men defire ta fee done, if I did
not Congratulate my Country upon fo won-
derful a Conftellation of Great Men: Perfons
- fo unwerially admir’d and efteem’d for their
Probity, Publick Spirit, Underftanding, and
good Condud, that ’tis yet a Doubt, whe-
ther they are more belov’d by their Country
than they Loveand wifh well toit. Iadeed ’tis
our Peculiar happinefs, to have fome Great
Men, of fuch fingular Abilities, that they can
difcharge Pofts of different Natures, and
which require different Talents, with equal
skill, integrity, and fuccefs ; Perfons that
can fhift and change Offices, and Execute
all with the fame Addrefs; and, as
was faid of Caro the Cenfor, When you
fec them in one Employment, you'd
fwear they knew little of any thing elfe.
Rare and admirable Endowments! We have
had the Bleffing of feeing one great Man, Firft
Commuicnerof the Treafury, Lord Prefident
of the Council, Se.retury of State, Groom of
the Stole,and La:d rrivy-Seal fucceflively,and

yet



(15)

yet with what Honour, Dexterity, and Ap-
plaufc, bas He acquitted himfelf in all thefe
Places? We have fcen a Perfon advanced to be
Secretary of State, like another De Wit, atan
Age, when others are but fetting out into the
World, But his Knowledge of the Arts of
Peace and War, and of the Interefts and de-
fignsof Foreign Princes, his extraordinary Ab-
ftinence from Pleafures, and application to
Bufinefs, made him abfolutely neceffary, to
att in Concert with Perfons that defign’d no-
thing but the Glory and Happinefs of the Na-
tion. But his Death, Lamented by all good -
Men, has deltroy’d the Hopes we had con-
cetv’d of fu valuable and uncorrupt a Patriot.
But why dwell we upon particulars? *Tis with
Us, as with a fine Face ; where its Beauty does
not confitt in thts or that Feature, but in the
Symmetry, and Harmony of the whole. The
Gloryand Security of the Nation does not de-
pend upon the Integrity and Condutt of one
Minifter, but upon the joint Endeavours of
all in the Adminiftration:” "Tis this Concur-
rence that makes us thus happy. ’Tis this
Union that expedites the moft difhicult Affairs,
and removes thole Embarrafiments and Per-
plexities, that might otherwife be Fatal ; this
Agreement and Correfpondence does notaffect
Us only ; the effetts areDiffufive and Unjverfal,
All Europe Extol their Policy, and feel the In-
fluence of their Counfels. Fain would I know,

when the Exglifh Nagion made fo great a Fi-
gure
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gure as it makes now? Hasnot the Swede, and
even the Mighty Emperor of Germany Sollici-
ted for our Aflittance © Has.not Spais felt the
fury of our Fleet, and the Czar own’d the’
dread of our Naval Preparations? Should any
be fo weak or perverfe to disbelieve it, let him
repair to Bremen, and vilic the Territory of
Verdaxe, and he’d learn the Glory of the Ex-
glifb Nation, and perceive the Terrors of our
Beltizk Squadron. We are the Arbiters of
Peace and War: And all the Sons of Men
confent to fear us, except the States of Brabasnt,
who zre fafe only by being inconfiderable.
Tell me when werethere fuch few Difcontents,
Murmurs, and Remonftrances? When fat
People more contented, more eafy, and more
fubmiffive: And whatever Plots fome Perfons
might alarm us with, yet with how little noife,
hurry, and tumult have they been {upprett ;
that many have fufpetted that there have been
none at all. Yet will I ask apain, whean Flou-
rifh’d the Nation under fuch excellent and ufe.
ful Laws, as have been pas'd fince his Majefty’s
Acceffion to the Throne, and during the pre-
fent Adminiftration ¢ Should Igive a Summary
of thefe AQs, how would Envy and Detradti-
on be filenced ? 1 {hall mention the chief, and
leave the relt to-the curious and intelligent
Reader. In this noble Colletion of Laws,
where fhall I begin firft? We have many ad-
mirable and neceffary Acts to Attaint Treytors
i open Rebellion ; and mulsitudes for she bet-



(17
ter Regulation and Payment of the Army, and
to prevenc Mutiny and Defertion, and others
for {upplying the Dechcencies i the Cive
Lift. We have an A& to enable his Majelty
to go abroad ; and another for the Importat-
on of Tw batsin Forreign Bottoms.  We have
a Bill to reftrain the Running of Brandy; and
another to keep the Sourh §e2 DireCtors witinn
theLand. Wehavea Ferpcrual Riot Law, by
which every Jultice may keep the Peace, by
commanding upon pain of Death, any Twelve
Perfons thatare met together, tod:iperfe; and
another for the Prefervation of the Game, and
the fecurity of Salmon. 'We have Statutcs for
fufpending the Habeas Corpus Alt, by detaining
Perfons in Prifon during Pleafure ; and others
againit Wears, Nets that are too large, and
tllegal Pratticesin catching of Fifh. We have
A&s for Repealing and Explaining parts of the
Act of Setlement, and others for Expiaining
Braoches of the Game Aft. WehaveaSon:h-
Sea Bill, and an At againft Fraudsin Colouring
of Snuff. We have an A& for confirming the
Charters of A{lurance ; and another agauift the
Combination of Journey-men Tay!ors, and to
difcourage Cloth-Buttons. And laftly, we have
an A&, toQualify Penfioners at Will,; to Votg
in the Houfe of Commons, and another which
immediately follows, to reftrain Carmen from
riding in their Carts, Thefe Laws fhow the
Happinefs of fuchan Adminiftration. Indeed
the Soush-Seq Bill has not anfwered fo fully as

C might
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might have been wi{li’d; but to whom fhall we
impute it ! Not to the Miniitey.  The Power
indeed they had by that Adt, of checking the
Villainous deligns of the Direflors, untortu
nately was given up by the Treafury, to the
Direttors themfelves.  Buc fuch a Breach of
Truft could never have bcen expeited from
Men of their Charaéter, and known Integrity.
Indecd by this means, they and their Accom

plices have got the Wealch of the whole Nation
into their Hands, but what (ignifies that ? The
Encouragement given to the Weavers and the
lIate Button A&, will foon reftore the Trade
and Credicof the Nation, to the urrer confu-
fion of all Callicoes, whether Stain’d or Un-
fiain’d. After all, as the beft of Men are
fubjett to Cenfure, if I might Prefume to
blame the Miniftry, I think with great Submif-
fion, I might obferve, that they have not fuf
ficiently encouraged the Difcovery of the Longi.
tude, nor taken proper meafures taget a Pro-
teftanc Pope. But this I muft fubmit to the
Judgment and Confideration of Wifer and
Abler Men thanmy Selt. lam, /

My Lord,
Your Lordfhips, 61*;:_‘_

LET.
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LETTER I

. My Lord, - .
¥ H E Queftion your Lordfhip is pleas’d to
1 ask about the Nature of Prerogative.and
the Extent of the Legi{lative Power, has per-
plex’d many Great and‘Leamed Men; and
might in a Nation thatdid not enjoy that per-
jeft Liberty that wedo, be thought perhaps a
little dangerous toAnfwer: But however I {hall
cadeaveur to give your Lordfhip all the fatise
{action I am able. Prerogative, and the Le-
odlative Power, were allowed, and fettled by
the Kody of the People, for the better fecurity
and advantage of Society: They are Trufts
for the Publick Good, and have their bounds
in Reafon, and the Law of Equity. The End
of them, was the Liberty and Safety of the
Community ;3 and for the Maintenance and
Improvement of Property. They were the
Creatures of the People 3 and rais'd for their
Defence; and defignd for their Happinefs
powwithftanding what the Folly, the Flattery
and Corruption of fome have vainly afferted
to the contrary. Prerogative is nothing bug
Unwritten Law, left to the wifdom and difs
cretion of the Prince, to be made ufe of by
him on all extraordinary Emergencies of State?
>Tis not a Lawlefs Extravagant Powzr of a&-
ing Arbitrarily ; but.’tis racher an allowed
L2 Core
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Comnlimental Power, that the Prince may
better fhow his Wiidom, Courage, and Con-
duct, 10 the Government of his People, in
Cafes that can’t be forefeen. Could Men
have proviicd asainft every Mifchief, there
had bees oo fuch thing as Prerogative ; and
were 2rinces always, and unavodably Wife
and Good, there would be no occafion for
written Law ; But the Vices, Weaknefs, and
Foilies of Mankind, make both aofolutely
neceffary. The Legiflature is the whole force
of. the Community lodg’d in fuch and fuch
Hands ; *Tis a Delegation of the Rights of All
to the Execution of a Few, whofe Probity,Vir-
tue, Wifdom, and fuperiour Qualiries, have
recommended to the efteem and choice of the
Multtude: This is the Foundation of their
Being. ThePowers they arearm’d with, are
the Peaples ; and all that Omnipotence they
are invefted wich, is ftill but the Collettive
Authority of the feveral Individuals, The
Epading, and Execution of the Laws is in-
deed lodg'd with them; but that Original
Pawer thus to Enalt and Execute, came
wholly from the People. ’Tis a matter ieer-
ly Confidential and Fiduciary; and whenever
a Legiflature alts againit the important {nte-
refls, and original Compact of the People, fo
far_they are guilty of a Breach of Truit, fo
far they a& without Authority, and are An-
fwerable to their Principals for the violation
of cheir Engagements, The Dermier Refi ”3
an
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and Swmmam Imperiam, is fill in the People,
and they arc Accountable for the Ufurpation
of any extravagant and pernicious Powers.
In fuch a Tyranny, and unjuft Domination,
Mankind have a Right of Demanding Satis.
faltion from their Reprefentatives. They
may Enquire into their Notorious Mifconduéty
aad Examine into their Fatal Corruption.
This we find done in the Time of Edward the
Second : The Lords and Commons had made
a delegation of their Power, to fome of both:
Houfes, to tranfaét the Bufinefs of the whole
Nation. The joint Authority of the Legifla-
ture was devolv'd into a few hands ; and the-
Perfonal Confidence that the People placed in:
their Reprefentatives, was transferred to othigrs:
to be Executed by them: This Condu&t the
People jultly refented ; and the {ubfequent
Parliament declar’d their proceedings illegal,
and contrary to the Fundamental Conftitution
of the Nation. And indeed 1t feems highly
reafonable it fhould be fo ; for {fuch a volun-
tary Abdication: from Parliament, and Ab-
fentiog from Bufinefs, muft needs be Fatal, ia
giving Defigning and Ambitious: Men an op-
portunity of Impofing on the Publick, and
paffing fuch Laws as may be Deftruttive of
the common Liberty. Whatever Artifices
crafty Men may make ufe of to colour their
Arbitrary behaviour, yet a Free-People; will-
krnow when they areopprefs’d, and fhow theit’
Indignasien when she CommifHionithey have:
gtven,
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given, is not exaltly and rightly purfued:
They won’t admit of an overbearing and un-
fatisftaory Reply, That they are not propet
Judges of {uch Tranfattions ; they have fhill
the fame Rezfon and Underftanding to judge
of the Condu& of Men, as they had at firit
to judge of their Abilitics.  If their Expetta.
tion 1s not anfwer’d, they will murmur; and
thofe. murmurs ail Wile Men will think 1t
worih their while to endeavour to appeafe and
remove. W hen the Roman People made their
Decemwirs, they arm'd them wich the Tribus
mual and Diltatorial Power. They gave
them the whole Authority of the Common.
wealth, and invefted them with the abfolute
Difpofal of their Lives and Fortunts. Never
had any fet of Men a greater Extent of
Junifdiftion; and yet what deference did
thofe firft Decemvirs pay to the judgment of
the People, and what regard to their Opinion
and Direction? They well knew for what end
they were inftituted, and how their Conduct
would be $cann’d after the expiration of their
Office, which wasto continuefor a Year. They
faw the Eyes of the Common wealth were
upon them, and that the Favour or Contempt
of the Community would be beftow’d upon
them, asthey behav'd themielves mn the Exere
cife of this unbounded Power. Livy, thatad-
mirable Hiltorian, and Wife Politician, com-
mends their deference to the Judgment and
Direltion of she People, and sranimits ;hcn‘;
— 4
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to Pofterity, in an Advantagious and Honour-
able light, and fetsthem in an happy oppoliti-
on to thofe Vile Decemuirs that fucceeded in
the Adminiftration, and who are Infamous for
Subvertting the Conftizution, and Invading the
Liberties of their Country. Thefe Decemvirs,
as we have obferved, were chofea for a Year
and no longer, to compile a Body of Laws
{or the betier Government of the State.  The
Roman Teopic wure then only Honeft, plain
Men, They had no Luxury, and no Subtleties,
and Finencffes of Policy. They had a mind
to have their Property, and their Liberties fe-
cur’d s for this reafon, they refolv’d to have a
{tanding Body of Laws to refort to, to afcer-
tain thewr Rights. and take away that Vagum
jus, that may beapply’dto every occafion that
a corrupt Judge {hall think fit,  Accordingly
Decemvirs were chofen, and the Decem Tabule
that were brought froin Grece, were confirm’d,
Thefe Laws were fo well approv’d, that upon
the Reportthat there wasa Dehciency of two
Tables, other Decemvirs were appointed, who
were o continue for a year and no longer, to
make the Coliection fhll -more compleat.
This was an admirable defign; but the De-
cemvirs that werechofen, were different from
the firft in their Virtue and Moderation ; as
the method of their Eleftion was cantrary to
the order and regularity of the Precedent.
Faltion and Ambution prevail’d:- They were
no fooner in- Pofieilion of sheir Office, but the: -

fweets

*J
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fweets of upbounded Power put them upon
trying the Extent of that Power. The Inter-
eft of the People was no moreregarded ; Their
Properties were invaded, and their Liberties
infulted. Freedom of Speech was now a
Crime, and Virtue Fatal. Pundamentals gave
way to l'yranny, and every Right and Privi-
lege fell a Sacrifice to that Pawer, for whofe
very fake that Power was created. The fhort-
nels of thewr duration gave new force to their
oppreflion. Bur at lalf neceffity put them up-
on eftablifhing themfelves; And they Refolv'd
tocontinue this exorbitant Authority, beyond
the exprefs Agreement and Limitation of the
People. Livy’s Words are fo Admirable and
Elegant, that I beg leave to tranfcribe them.
Opinio, fays that excellent Author, etiam fine
Auitore exieras, mom in prefentis modo temporis
cos snjurines confpiralfe [ed {@ius Clandeflinum in.
ter spjos jure jurendo ictum, ne Comit.a haberent
Perpetaoque Decemviratu, PoffefJlum femel obti-
merent imperium ; Circumfpectare tam Patricio-
rum vultus, Plebeii, & inde Libertatis captare
Auram, unde fervitutem simegdo, in eum Jeatam
Renpd[ium adduxerant. Primores Patvum adijf e
Decemviros, ediffe Plebem, nec probare que fierent,
& Credere bagyd indignis Accidere.  Avide ruenda
ad Libersatem, in Servitutem Elapfos juvare nolle
Cymyare quoge injurias, ut tadio prefentsum,
Priflinus rerum Statws in Drfideriam wemiat,
That 15, There was a Report ( which after
sjpsar’d. 10 bg srwe )} hus the Author could nat

G
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be known, that the Decemuvirs not only afe
felted a prefent Tyranny, butdefign’d to cons
tipue themfelves for ever, and accordingly
made a folemn and fecret Combination by
Qath for this purpole. The People caft theig
Eyes on the Nobles for Relief, and hoped
they would lead the way to the recovery of
thejr Liberty, and the Antient Conftitution.
Bur the cheif of the Nobility hated the People
as well as the Decemurrs : And tho' they dif-
approv’d of what wasdone, yet they thought
thefe Calamitics were juftly fall'n upon the
People, for the Methods they had taken for
their fuppofed Freedom ; fo would give them
no help, hoping that this Oppreflion would
make them long after their old Form of Goe
vernment, Thus Miferable were the People :
And when the fime for creating new Magi-
ftrates was come, yet the Decemvirs ftill exera
cis’d their Power, and refufed to Affemble the
People for a new Eleftion, Idus, fays Livy,
maje venere, Nulls  [uvrogatis mag{ﬂré}‘fﬁ_ﬁm
Privati pro Decemuiris 5 neque animis ad igmpers
um inhibendum imminutis; neque ad Jpeciern ho-
norés infignibus Prodeant, ld Regnum haud dy-
bie viders. Deploratur in perpetuums Libersds.
Nec vindex Quifquam exifist, aut Faturus vids-
tur. Nec 1pfi folum defponderant animos, fed
Contemns capti erant a fimitsmis populis, But
this Arbicrary Power did not hold Jong : The
People glorioully afferted their Libertigs, and
feverely punifud tbe Infamops Authors oftheis

g ¥
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Oppreffion. Thus ended the Drcemuvirat, a
Power that had been capable of doing infinite
Service to the Publick, had it kept within due
bounds: Bur betng ftrain’d beyond the Limits
the People had prefcribed for 1ts Exercite and
Duration, it was abolifh’d by them; and a
folemn Refolurion taken ncver to create ano-
ther Magiftrate, from whom there could be
no Appeal to the People, that fo by their inter-
vention, they might Prevent or Redrefs any
Encroachments that {hould be after made up-
on their Conftitution.  And indeed the Roman
Peaple were {o jealous of their Rights, that
they never thought themfelves truly fafe till a
Taw was pafs’d, that no one {liould be Con-
Tul two years together ; they thought the com.
pafsof a Year fufficient t0 continue any Man
‘in the fame Employment ; and had rather fufe
‘fer the inconventence ofa good Conful’s leaving
“his Defigns unfinifh’d, than endanger the Con.
ftirution by the prolongation of Power in vi-
cious or ambitious Hands. And this Tacirus
obferves was the Condut of Tiberius, no in-
confiderable Politician, in relation to his Go-
verncurs of Provinces: He well knew that
the continuance of Power made Men unable
to refift the follicitations of Avarice and Ambi-
ticn, and would put them upon Daring what
- otherwife they had not thought of ;and of Ex.
ecuting what iefs ume muft neceflarily leave
Impertett. But the Roman People religioufly
obferv’d chis Maxim till Mariss’s time; And

then
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then their Fear of the Cimbrian Invafion made
them break in upon their Conlftitution, to
choofe Marius their Conful two years fuccef-
fively, and by that means gavehim an oppor-
tunity of Ruining the Commonwealth, and
paving the way for a Perpetual Diltator.
Many wife Nations have likewife afted sac-
cording to the Rules of this Policy ; the Gerbs
had their Aonual Meetings, and formetly our
Ele&ions of Parliaments wereevery year; -but
fome Inconveniencies appearing, our prefent
Septennial A&t has at length been introduced,
and eftablithed. But to return from whence
we have digreffed: The ColleCtive Body of
the People have always expeCted that their
Pacta Conwverta fhould be obferv’d " they have
fhow’d their Refentments upon every Viola-
tion ; and difcover’d the fatal Power of an
injur’d and incens’d Multutude. *Tis danger-
ous making Experiments how much they will
bear ; 'I'hicir Love and Good-will may be ealily
gain’d ; Gendleand Jult ufage will makethem
Eriends: And a Regard to their Fundamen-
mentals will infpire them with the utmoft Ve.
neration for thewr Patriots. Look into the
Hiftories of Grece, and take away Ambition
toalarm them, and Altual Attempts upon the
Conftitution, and you'll ind the People quiet,
eafy, and fubmiffive: Touch that, or make
any approaches to-Inngvation, and you raje
their fury and indignation,  Would any M,
apprehend the Ashenians had common Senf,

D2 for
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for the uproar and confufion they were it upon
the Maiming of their Mercarres? But won't
He commend their Jealoufy, and applaud
their Refentments , when He knows this
A&icn was defign’d as an Introduétion to Ty-
ranny, and to try how far the People would
admit of an Alteration in their Form of Go
vernpent ? They were Tenacious of their Pri-
vilegés, and abliorr'd the leaft tendency to
Slavery : And whoever attempted to continue -
his Power beyond the time that was allow’d
by Law and common Confent, was fure to
perifh in the undertaking, however Great and
Yormidable was the Intereft of the Confpira-
tor, and whatever Reafons of Publick Good
were preiended for the neceflity of fuch Con.
dull, either from the Apprehenfion of For-
reign Enemies, or the Dread of Civil Commo-
tions. Thus, my Lord, I have obey'd your
Commands, and told you what my Sen-
timents are concerning Government: That
it was rais’d by the People for their Bene-
fit, and delign’d for their Happinefs ; That
All might enjoy Liberty, and the Comforts
and Conveniencies of Life: That they might
be free from the attempts of Crafty.and De-
figning Men, and better refift Oppreflion by
the Union of their Hands, and Counfels.
“That'Laws made by commen Confent, thould
be "pun@uzlly obfervid; That their Rights
might be Protected . zind Avarice, Corruption
and Ambition be timely and feverely Pumib’d.
o | | Thele
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Thele were Mens Notions in Antient times,

when Flattery had not as yet prevaild,
nior Corruption enflav’d Mens Virtue,
With what Contempt had thofe brave and
honeit Men treated a Wretch that thould have
dared to Aflert, that Mankind were made for
the Tyranny and Lawlefs Rule of One, every
way perhaps Inferior tothe reft? One Perad-
venture, that had not any one good Quality,
but dieerly the Accidental good Fortune of
being Defcended from Worthy and Hluftrious
Anceftors,whofe Wifdom and V irtue had defer-
vedly rais’d them to the highelt pitch of Power
and Authority. Would fuch a Wretch have been
fuffcr’d ? Or rather would not he have been
expell’d Society, and lofe the Benefit of that In.
{ticugeation, whofcend was Liberty and Protec-
tion from Injultice. *Tis my Lord, our Peculiar
Happinefs to have an excellent Conftitution,
where chie Rights and Privileges of all are fet-
tled, and Wifcly fecur’d ; where the claims of
Power ase nicely adjuited, and Fundamentals
Eitablifh’d.  We haveenough ol Prerogative,
and not too much ot Liberry.  Our Body of
Laws are the Wiiell, and belt Calculated fog
that aqua Libertas fo much celebrated by Poli-
ticians, thatthe Value of them.{hould be more
than Goid, and the Price of them, more than
much Fine Gold. And‘tis a greater Happinefs

to fee thefe Laws executed, and our Liberties
defended. We have a Bill of Righes, which all
our Kings muft Recognize attheir Co ronat‘ii;n,
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that is fulj of Wifdom, Virtue, and Liberty.
Tis fuch an invaluable Colle&ion of ocur Pri-
vileges, thatit fhould be read Solemnlv. by us.
as the Law of Afofes was by thie Children of
Jfrael. *Tis a Law of that Importance that
it can never bcinculcated enough, nor the ob-
fervation be too ftrriftly requir™d. From
hence we may draw early Noticns of the In-
comparable Blefling of Liberty, and have pro-
oer Deteftationsof Tyranny; From hencewe
may dread the Terror of a ﬁanding Army, and
rejoice in our freedom of Ele&ions of our

eech, and of Peritions. Let Us often read
this Sacred Depofitum of our Rights, and
bring up to our Imagination, thofe Noble
Patriots that eftablifh’d them, as Addrefling
themfclves to us in thefe Emphatical Words,
tho’ fpoken on a more Solemn occafion.
¢ This Bill of Rights, Thea fhalt teach diligently
& unto thy Children 3 and [nalt ralk of themwhen
¢ thoa Sstreft in thy Houle, and when thou walkejd
by theway, ard when thou lieft down, and when
§ thou rifeft up, Ard thou (ball bind then: for a fign
¢ wpom thine Hand, and they {hall be as Frontlets be-
S tweenthyEyes; and thou falt write them upon the
¢ Poftsof thy Houfe,and on thy Gates. Thefe my
Sons areyour Rights, Thefe are your Privileges,
We have affeérted and Eftablifh’d.

T HAT the pretended Power of Sufpending
Laws, or the Execution of Laws by Regal
Authority without the confent of Parliament,
as it hath- been affumed and Exercifed of late,
is Ilegal. THAY
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T H AT the pretended Power of Difpenfing
with Laws, or the Execution of Laws, by
Regal Authority, is Illegal.

T'HAT the Commuffion for Erefting the
Court of Commiflioners for Ecclefiaftical
Caules, and all other Courts, and Commiflis
ons of like Nature, are Hiegal and Pernicious,

THAT Levying Money for orto the Ufe of
the Crown, by pretencc of Prerogative,
without Grant of Parliament for longer time,
or in other manner than the fame is or (hall be
granted, is 1llegal. |

THAT ic s the Rightof the Subjett to Pe.
tition the King, and all Commitments and
Profecutions for fuch Petitioning, are Illegal.

THAT the raifing and keeping a {tanding
Army within the Kingdom in time of Peace,
unlefs with Confent of Parliament, is againft
Law, |

THAT the Subjeéts which are Proteftants,
may have Arms for their defence fuitable to
their Conditions, and asallow’d by Law.

THAT Ele&ion of Members of Parlia-
ment ought to be free. | |

THAT the Freedom of Speech, and De-
bates of Proceedings in Parliament, ought not
to be Impeach’d, or Queftion’d in any Courtor
Place outof Parliament.

THAT Exceflive Bail ought not to be re-
quired ; nor Exceflive Finesimpofed, nor Cruel
nor unufual Punifpments infliCted.

THAT
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THAT Jurors ought to bednly Impannell'd
and Returnd; and Jurors which pafs on Men
in Tryals of High-Treafon, ought to be Free-
holders.

THAT all Grants and Promifes of Fines,
and Forfeitures of particular Perfons before
Convittion, are Illegaland Void.

A N D that for Rredrefling all Grievances,
and for the Amending, Strengthning, and Pre-
ferving of the Laws, Parliaments ought to be
held frequently. :

THESE arethe Rights that we have pur-
chafed with our Blood, and defended againit
ArbitraryPower,and the Corruption of wicked
Minifters. Doyou preferve them with the fame
Courage and Virtue,and pioufly Tran{mit them
toyour Children. Think not that Liberty can
be bought too dearly, or-that Oppreflion can
be feared too much. Be ftill your Country’s.
L.et not Hopes or Fears, Rewards or Puntfh.
ments, feduce or deter you from its Glorious
Service. Let your Deaths be Honourable, or
your Lifes Free: Frequently repeating this
noble Sentiment, What Psty is it, that we can
dte but omce to ferve oaur Country? Bur before I
conclude, let me here pay my grateful Ac-
koowledgments, tothofe Heroes that died at
Evefbam tor the Expulfion of Foreigners, and
to thofe that fought for Liberty, in
the Plains of Barton. - Let me¢ Remember
thofe Patriots thatpaft the Exclufion Bill s Hfta-
blith’d che Bill of Rights, and confirm’d the

A4
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A& of Settlement., Let me Honour the Mes
mory of thofe brave Penitents, that forfook
with Indignation, the fatal Penfions of Charles
the Second; that had the virtue tobe Diffoly'd,
and Glorioufly afferted the Caufe of Liberty
in the Depofal of King Femes. Let the Me-
mory of thefe Patriots be ever dear to Us;
But let Us Curfe the Spenfers, and deteft the
Gaveftons. Let Us abhor the Treachery and
Corruption of fome, and the mean Submiflion
of others to the Oppreflion and Rujn of their
Country. Let the Empfons and the Dudleys be
ever thought on by Us, with Infamy and Ex»
ecration, that could raife their Fortune on the
Pillage and Plunder of their Fellow Subjetts,
But ftill, as a Confolation, let Us Remembet
and Rejoyce, that the Wages of thefe Crimesg
were Death, Iam,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &'#;
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POSTSCRIPT.

My Lord,

Humbly ask Pardon for detaining you any

lonzer : But on Reading the London Jour-
nal, 1 could not but obferve with pleafure,
how many of the W——;sare in Placesof the
Greateft Pover and Advantage, and rejoyce
that one Family is capable of ferving the
- King and Nation, in all thefe Important Polts.
Such an Inftance is not often to be feen: For-
merly a Prime Miniter would think He had
done and deferv’d fufficiently , if he had
brought Three or Four of his Relations into
.part of the Adminiftration : But oow we have
a Generation, like the famous Fabii in Rome,
that appear All together in the Defence of
their Country : Men of fuch Spirit and Refo-
lution, as to Dare, notwithftanding the Envy
or Oppofition of their Enemies, to undertake
Employments fo full of Trouble and Difficulty,
and in the Execution of which their Behaviour
will be {o ftritly Examin’d. Some Perfons
indeed maiy think that this Conduct is not al-
together fo proper; and that the Policy of
-enlarging their Intereft, would be more {uit-
able to their Wif{dom, and the Expetiation,
or Vanity of the World, which is apt to flat.
ter itfeif in fuch Cafes, with having a fhare in
~the Profics and Honours of the State.  Thefe

opinions



(35 )

opinions, I muft own, are fomething plaulivles
and they are only {o; for no one, I believe,
will give any great regard to them. Wouid
Men come unprejudic’d, and difpaffionate, {
would venture to ask them, whether ths
Conduét is not highly Reafonable and Proper
for the end that 1s propofed, The betrer Go-
vernment of the Nation? The knowledge of
Mens Manners, Capacities, and Inclinations,
creates a particular Truft and Confidence it
adds new Strength, and givesa greater Force
to their Union. Such a Concerr s irreliftible,
and like the Magick of Mechanicks, produces
Miracles from che difpofition of its Engines,
and the knowledge of their Forces. When
the Latines had Revolted from their Obedience
to the Romans, each Man fays Livy, chole hus
Relation or his Neighbour for his Companion
in the War: They made a folemn Oath to be
true to each other, and Refolv’d to Conquer
or to Die together. Thi- confederacy conlifte
ing all of Relations, or Friends, whofe Viitue,
Valour and Abilities, were known to cach
other, rais'd and animated cheir Courage, and
infpir'd them with fuch Sentiments, as had
like to have prov’d fatal to the Roman Poier.
Diftruft and Jealoufy obftruéts, or defea:s the
bett Defigns; but mutual Confidence arifing
from the knowledge of your Affociate’s abili-
ties, from his Virtue, Courage, and other
neceflary Qualities ; mult furmount the Great.
eft Difficulties, and gain every Advantage:

E2 Such
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Such a Combination makes the Intereft of
One; the Intereft of All. Their Motives and
their Ends are all the fame; their Counfels
are regularly direCted; and their Conduct
from thence is fo uniform, that no Ambition
- ot Confederacy can difturb them. When we
fee one Brother in the T~—ry, another
S—ryof S——te,and and a Third P~M~—r
G ral, What Invafions can we fear from
Abroad, or what Difturbances at Home?
How will the vigilance of One be beneficial to
All? and the Intelligence of a S——y be
improv’d by the care and affiftance of the Su-
per Intendant of the Poft- Office? What ap-
prehenfion can we have of Treafonable Cor-
refpandences, or Seditious Letters, when ’us
once known that G——s W—/and R—t,
W~ 1, Efquires, are both Brothers; and that
one is firft Com—r of the T—vy, and the
other P—ft M——r G—1? ’Tis Happy for
us that we have Men for fuch Palts, and
Polts for fuch Men. As for Mr. W 'S
Sons, or Grandfons, if he has any, we can
‘pever take enough care of them ; they {hould
be carly injtiated in the Service of their
Country, and improve thofe Seeds of Virtue,
and Publick Spint that they inherit from their
Nable Father: Let one be Clerk of the Pellsy
and the other Infpecor of the Cuftoms; Let
them Learn betimes to imitate his unconquer-
abl¢ contempt of Money, and Praltice his
Generous Delence of Innocence in Diftrefs

- And
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And may thefeSons beget ntany others in the
fame likenefs, till ac laft, like Barzillei, there
may be Seventy of them to appear before the
King. As for my part; I rejoyce to fee {0 many
worthy Men in Office;and am pleas’d, like che
Noble Spartan in Plusarch, to find {fo man

better Men than my {elf in Publick Employa
ments. I can fee thefe.Patriots, I thank God,
without Envy; and refleét that I have no fhare
of Power, without any concern. It has fors
merly, indeed, been made an Article of Im-
peachment againit fome Great Men, that they
advanc’d only their Creatures and Relations ;
but that arofe probably from the hatred the
Nation has always had againft Favourites; or
perhaps the Perfons thusAdvanced, werereally
unfic for their Employments ; They might
have no Abilities, or Experience of Bulfinefs
or perhaps, what 1s worle, they were dif-
honelt in the Execution of their Office ; but ’tis
otherwifc withus. The Illaftrious Family of
the W-—-—s are as well known to us as they
are to each other, their Views are the fame,
and their Regard tothe Publick equally Gene-
rous and Laudable: And tho’ the Profit ari-
fing from thefe Places is very confiderable, yet
that is meerly accidental, and has no weighe
with Perfons {o difinterefted and attacht to
their Country : And I dare Anfwer for them,
that they would continue their Service, were
their Salaries reduc’d 5 fo muchdo they Love
the power of doing good. I can’t make an

end,



whether R—tWalpole EBfq; a Country Gentle- -
man, that was Expell’d 335 Houfe of Comid
moas fome time ago, and committed to the
Tower, for his vigorous oppofition of Arbitra-
ry Meafures, has the Honour to be Related
t0 R——t W ——¢ Efq; now firft Commiffi-
onerof the Treafury, for I proteft I can’ttell
It heis, All true Lovers of their Country hope
He will be taken great Care of. I am, -

My LORD,

end, without defiring your Lordthip to inform

with the greateft Refpedt,
Your Lordfhip’s, ¢

FINIS.

\- EEPAEI
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ERRATA.

- Y Ester H, Pag. 16. If any fhould be fo Weak or Petvetle to

disbelieve it, Let him Repait to Bremen, Read any Qae 5

1L p. 31. Verdune, Read Ferden 3 in Edward the fecond,
Read Richard che fecond, - *

.
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