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LETTERTI

My LORD,
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, IJ E mon Obfervation, that the Liber-
2% ties of a People are neyer 1in {0 much
_,_%“ Danger, as from the Adminiftra-
tion of a Wife and Good Prince ;
The Care He takes of our Interefts, and the
Concern He {hows for our Happinefs, give
nim a particular Right to our Confidence, and
claim Extraordinary marks of our Efteem.,
We think we can never do enough for a Per-
fon that means nothing but our Advantage;
nor truft him with too much Power, who we
know will ufe it only for our Service. Hence
it is, thar the Grants, or Permiflions in one
Reign, are made a Prefident, and Example for
another ; and a weak or vitious Prince ex-
pets the fame Honour and Refpett, that is
paid to the wifdom and virtue of the IB;leﬂ:.
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Fiactery will eafily tell mm, He has the {fame
Reafon torequire it;andCorruption fhall foon
eftablith, whatever Ambition {hall defire.
Thus unfortunately have Free Nations Com-
olimented themfelves into Slavery, and been
made fubfervient to their own Oppreflion.
How unhappy are Mankind, that they mult
guard againit the beft Men, as if they were
their greateft Enemies 3 and {tifle their Grati-
tude and Affe@ion to a good Priace, as if he
was an Oppreflfor of his Country. But yet
fuch Precautions are abfolutely ncceffary, if
Men will preferve cheir Liberties.  They mufk
take care of the leaft Poflibility of what may
tend to Introduce Arbitrary Power; and be-
ware of Gratifying the ExpeCtations of the
moft Virtuous King, for fear of Authorizing
the Pretenfions of a Bad one. They fhould
well coniider the Confequences, and Influence
of every Legiflative Act; and Imagine every
Mark of new Refpect, as a Breach upon their
Antient Freedom. 'L'hey fhould Reflet upon
the Irrefiftiblenefs of Court Favour, the Difh-
culty of Denying what has been once granted
before : But above All the Flattery, Ambi-
tion,and Corruption-of Mankind. “Fwas faid
of Auguflus, That it had been Happy for the
Roman People, if he had never died, or had
been never born. The greater part of his
Reign was full of Art, and Popularity ; and
the Confidence that was placed 1n him prov’d
Fatal te Roman Liberty. ‘Yhe Power that

wWas
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was Granted him, rais’d the Expectation and
Demands of his Succeflors, till at Jaft there
was nothing left for the People to beftow j
till cheir Liberties were entirely Extinct, and
their Fears of Slavery lolt altogether in Abjo-
lute Oppreflion. Aaugaflas, that meant no-
thing but the Happinefs of his People, might
well be trufted with that unlimited Power,
that was put into his Hands ; He might well
have the Arbitrary Difpofal of their Property,
when he propofed nothing but the Eafe, Pro-
{perity, and Felicity of his Subjetts; well
might the Senate Authorize him to raife Mo-
ney by extraordinary Methods, when thofe
Methods tended only to the SecurityandGlory
of the Commonwealth. But Avgaffxs muft die;
and Tiberius mult fucceed ; and Nero and Do-
mitian are likewife to be invelted with the
fame Powers, and Authority. The Reignsof
thefe Emperors are {o full of Folly, Abfurdity,
or Cruclty, that we can {carce forgive Au-
gt{/fm.; tor fufﬁ:ring that Excefs of Power to
be lodg’d with him, which after in other
hands, Ravag’d, and Defac’d the Peace, and
even the Being of Civil Society. Could the
Senate have kept the Power of Creating him
Conful or Tribune only for a Year; the fame
Benefit had accrued te the Commonwealth,
and the fame Dignity to dwuguftus: Then there
had been no Prefident for the Continuation of
this unbounded Authority, nor Introduction
to Perpetual Subjeftion. Succeeding Empe-
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tors kad been curbd, and kept within due
bounds ; the Power of Opprefling the People,
and Invading their Properties had been then
fecure : and Liberty and Virtue might have
flourifh’d for many Generations in that Noble
Repubiick. But when Mens Fortunes were
no more fafe, when the Prince might raife
what Sums he pleas’d, and became indepen-
danc of the People; when their Frowns or
their AffeCtions were equally regarded . what
Inundation of Mifery was there from Oppref-
fion, and what wantonnefs of Cruelty from
the Infolence of Licentious Tyranny ? In vain
they call’d upon Aagzftus, his Moderation was
their Ruin; and his Power their Deftruétion.
From hence we fee, that’tis eafy to Grant,
what can never after be Denied ; and to Efta-

\ifh what can never be Repeal’d. Corrupt and
Deligning Minifters will take the Advantage
of every Conceflion, and draw fatal Confe-
quences to the Ruin of a People. Permif-
fions will be turn’d into Prerogartive, and a
bare Acquiefcence become a Binding and Irre-
verfible Law. The Power of making War
and Peace was 1indoubtedly at firft the Birth-
right of the Subject ; as moft plainly appears
from the Declaration of the Ordeinors in the
time of Edward the Second : Their Commif-
fion was not to make new Laws, but to tell
the People what were in Being. They were
to acquaint them with their Ancient and Juft

Rights, and to eftablifh to all Ages their Fun-
damenta]
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damental Privileges. This was then Afferted
to be their Right. But indeed 1t {feems agree.
able to the Nature of the Conftitution ; and
to be confonant to Reafon, that the Diretion
and Execution of an Affair fhould be lodgd
with thofe, who are mwore particularly cone
cern’d, that the Condu&ing of it {hould be
wife and Fortunate. But now this Power 1S
vefted in the Crown, and become an Effential
Part of the Prerogative, which ar firft was ei-
ther a mere Permiffion, or an Encroachment
on the People. There 1s a firange Infeion
in the Grants to Princes ; they Taint the Con-
ftitution, and prove Deftruftive to Liberty.
Should any extraordinary Emergencies of Staté
arife, the Provifions, like the Reafons for thofe
Provifions, fhould be only Temporary, and Oc-
caliopal ; nothing that fhould make the Prince
independant fhould be allow’d, nor any Pow-
ers Granted that may fet him above all Apph-
cation to his People  Conftitutions are beft
preferv’d, and fecurd by fuch a Concerr and
Harmony ; Diftance creates Sufpition, and
Sufpition always brings on Enmity. °Tis a
trange Perverfenefs in Mankind, but we All
Affett independancy, tho’ Nature delign’d us
for mutual Succour and Affitance ;3 we ftill
frive to fling off that Confidence, that we
{fhould place in each other, and defire the Abi-
lity to Opprels, tho’ we never put that Power
in Execution. But thofe Princes that have

moft confulted thePublick Good, have chofe
to
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to receive Obligations from their People.
Queen Elizabeth whom our Hiftories recom-
mend as a Pattern of confummate Wifdom,
and fincere Affetion to her Subjefts, took a
Pride in being Dependant on the Love and
Friendfhip of her People ; She was fond of
Relying on their Generofity, and Confiding in
their Bounty. And indeed the Gratitude of
the Nation no where more fully appears than
in her Reign; for her Supplies were Greater
than had ever been before Granted, and by
that means have been Eternal Prefidents for
the Demands of {ucceeding Princes. It may
fometimes indeed happen, that Good, and
Excellent Princes, by unhappy Oppofition and
Fattion, may endeavour to fecure a certain
Competency independant of the People: there
may be fuch a neceflity : But fuch Cafes are
but Rare, and a Thoufand Inconveniencies
fhould be rather born, than a Praice intro-
duc’d that may be capable of fo much Mif
chief and Misfortune. How wretched and
unhappy had we been, had Charles the Second
Eeen Allowed to raife Money without Confent
of Parliament, as fome of his Miniftry moft
infamoufly attempted? Our Conftitution had
been long ago Ruin’d, and our Properties
vefted in a few hands, and faved the Ex.
ecrable Villainy of the South-Sea Dire&ors,
and their more wicked Accomplices., Had
there been fuch an Inftance of a Grant; each
Succeffor no doubt, had claim’d the fartpe

of
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for Life, and perpetuated Mifery to future
Generations. ‘T'hefe are Privileges that can
never be refum’d, or refufed, without great
Danger, Courage,and unfhaken Probity. Ho-
neft and Brave Men indeed, would fhow their
Refentments, and Exclaim againft fuch fatal
Power ; but their Rage would be Impotent,
and their Zeal Ineffetual. The Prevalenceof
Corruption, which would ftart upevery where
from {uch an Eaabling Grant, would give it a
lafting Sanction; Penlions would Debauch
Mens Virtue, and Debauchery make them
Eafy, and Abject in their Slavery. Had I
lived in the Reign of Henry the Fitth, I had
certainly oppofed the Grant of Twnnage, and
Poundage for Life,tho’ he was an Excellent and
a moft Virtuous King. Or had Ifatin Parlia-
ment in his Son Henry the Sixth’s time, I
f{hould certainly (unlefs 1 had been a
Penfioner ) have Vored for the Refuming that
Grant for Life, for his weak Condu& and In-
ability to ferve his Country. We find, and
Experience, that this Grant to Henry the Fifth,
was a Leading Grant ; but an Inftance of fuch
a Refumption, as there was from Hexsry the
Sixth, does no where, that I know of) appear
upon Record. But to what end my Lord,
fhould an Eftablifhment for Life be made,
where a Prince defigns nothing but the Hap-
pinefs of his People ¢ 1f he has a Real neceflity
for Money, His wants will be fupply’d ; but
an Independancy for Life, may produce fad

Con-
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Coniequences, in Enterprizing and Ambitious
Hands, and very much endanger the fafety of
the Conftitution, We find the Parliament i
Charles the Firft’s time, exceeding Jealous of
their Privileges; they thought their Rights
invaded: And Infifted on a2 Redrefs of Grie-
vances before they would Arm him with a
Force for Life, to make their Petstions inef-
feGtual : And accordingly, the Tonnage Bill
was allow’d only from year to year. I remem-
ber, it was the faying of a Worthy Patriot in
King Williaw’s tume, that he wasalways againft
the Sufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Att; and
oppofed the Eftablifbment of the Civil Lifk:
No one was a more hearty Friend tothat King,
nor more Zealous for the Conftitution. Could
any Prince expect fuch extraordinary Marks of
Favour, and be trufled wich fuch Power. wcll
might that Admirable and Excellent Prince
be trufted, and expe& them, whoie Lifc was
one continued courfe of Virtue, Honour,
Liberty, and AfteCtionate Regard for the good
of his Country. But he was Apprehenflive of
the Example. He was aftraid of Oppreffion,
and dreaded {uch an effectual 4bilizy o Cor-
rupt, and the confequences of this Corruption,
Poverty agnd Ruin. 1 am fully perfuaded,
that we mighe fafely trult the abfolute dif
pofal of our Lites and Fortunes in the Hands
of his prefent Majefty ; I am fure we might
well rely upon his Wildom, Goodnefs and
Moderation. But my Lord, can Remotg

o " " Pofte-



(9)

Pofterity give us the affurance, that the
next Succeffor does, of Exaraﬁng all thefe
Virtues, for our Interelt and Advantage?
Without fuch  Affurance, fuch Confidence
would be Fatal; and pave the wady in after
Ages, to Opprefﬁon, Mifery, and Ruin. Sa-
cred Hiftory informs us, that Solowon was
fucceeded by Rehoboam, whole Sceptre, like
the Furies, was a Whip with many Scorpions.

The Roman Hiltories are Black, and Dreadful,

with the Crimes of their Abandon’d Pnnces.
But let Tiberius be their Reprefentative, not-
\Mthl’(.dmhnﬂr the deteftable Flattery of Pater-
culus. Tacrrus, whofe Credit is Unqueftiona-
ble, will inform us of his fhameful Biffimula-
rion, and wicked Screening Plancina, thé
Royfoner of Germaaicus, from the Univerfal
Cry for Jultice: We fhall find ‘hHim {lothful,

R:.urmg trom all Bulintfs, dnd addilted to his
Pleafures . and {ce him altogether given up to
the Counitlb of - S-janus , that Abominiable
Sta.tefman and Oppreﬂbl of his Country.
The Sele; ccidae are all Infamous ; and the Line
of Prolemy {Rill more CQ[‘IUpt and Execrable.
l* we look into our own Annals, How few of
our owpr Princes (hall we find even Tolerable?

Even Edward the Firlt, and Edward the Third,

fovaded the Properties of their Sub)e&s.
Henry the Fifth involved us inunneceflary and
deltr u‘hve Wars; Henry the Seventh polluted
his Sacred Hands wicth meaq and unworthy
Bribes ; Queen Elizaveth too far extended Pre-

B rogatu e.
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rogative ; and Charles the Firft lavifli’d im-
menfec Sums on his Favourite, which were
{fpent in Corrupting the Subje&, to Encou-
rage Fa&ion. and Introduce Arbitrary Power,
The Policy of our Parliaments has been al-
ways fhown in making their Conceflions only
temporary and occafioral + The compafs of 2
Tear has been thought fufficient for the trial
of any Extraordinary alteration in the Con-
ftitution, and by that means the Power pre-
{ferv’d of making proper Regulations, fhould
any unforefcen Mifchiefs, or Inconveniencies
arife. Nay, my Lord, fo very Cautious have
our Anceftors been, that in any confiderable,
and rmportant Matter, they would firft Ad-
vife with the Body of the People before they
paft it into a Law; They would have their
Confent, .and thought themfelves bound in
Juftice and Honour. asthey wereonly Repre-
fentatives, to Confult their Ceunties, and gain
the Approbatsen of All, where All were
equally concern’d in point of Intereft. And
even in the Cafe of Subfidies, They have taken
the Diretion of their Principals, before they
would give a Parliamentary Santion, for fear
of Burdening , and Diftrefling the Subje&t,
whofe Iaterelt only, was the End of their
Commiflion. But fuppofe, my Lord, no-Pre.
{ident would be ever made ot any Extraordi-
nary Grant; yet when Exceflive Power is once
Granted, How liable 1s it to be abufed by
Crafty and Deligning Statefmen, whoe have

nothing
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nothing of the Publick at Heart, but its Ho-
nours and Revenues ? A Prefident perhaps will
be needlefs; and the prefent Execution, de-
ftroy all poffibility of future Oppofition.  Such
Ufes may be made, as may prove fatal to Li.
berty ; and fuch Corruprions introduced, as
may make Slavery defirible. No Grant has
been ever obtain’d. bur the Good of the Pub-
kick has been pretended ; fomething Uletul has
becn promifed ; and wonderful €ivilities have
pafs’d between the Prince-and People. But
how feldom have the Confiderations of thefe
Grants been obferv'd> When Harry the Eighth
had a defign upon the Abby Lands, the {peci-
ous pretence of the Court, was the Service of
the Nation ; They inform’d the Houfe, that
no King or Kingdom could be fate, where
there was not a fuficient Provifion for the
King’s Revenue, to Detend his SubjeCts from
Invafions and Infurrections ; to Aid his Confe-
deraces ; and Reward his well deferving Ser
vants : They Reprefeated on the Grant of
thefe Lands, the Money arifing from the Sale,
fhould not be copverted to private Ules, but
expended only for the wellfare of the People:
That no more Subfidies fHould be demanded ;
but a Body of Forty Thoufand Mea fhould be
maintain’d by this Treafure,for the Benehit of
the Conftitution, and the Security of their
Liberties. The Abby-Lands were Granted;
no. Good was done: But the Money was

wretchedly mifapply’d in the Luxuryof the
B 2 Court
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Cotirt, and Corruption of their Dependants.
- Ahd {oon. after an A& was made to fupply
Deficiencies, nctwithftanding thus much had
been fo generoufly Granted. But to Sum b
what has been faid; Prefidents of an exrfior-
dinary Narure {hould never be made without
an abfolute Neceffity ; fhould there be fuch a
Neceflity, the People in prudence fhould be
firt Confylted ; {hould they approve them,
yet, if it be poflible, the Provifions {hould be
only temporary and occafional ; upon account
of Corruption, and Abufe of the belt Infti-
tutions. But whenever {uch Abufes happen,
Refumptions fhould be made; and all proper
Meafures taken to free the People from Vexa-
tion, Injury, and Oppreflion. Iam,

My LOR D,

Your Lordfhi p’s.
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LETTER L

« My LORD,. ., e
‘3 HE A& of Settlerhent, being now in
~every ones hand,and its Wifdom greatly
celebrated ; my Gratitude to thofe noble Pa-
triots, that contriv’d and paft this Law, obliges
me to pay them my fincere and jult Acknow-
)%dgrhems,‘ for their Virtue, and publick Spi-
rit. Never furely was there a finer ftrain of
Policy, than in thefe Provifions for the Liberty
and Interefts of the Nation. The Dangers
that threatned us, from Popery and Arbitrary
Power, made the Limitation of the Crown
in a Proteltant Family abfolutely neceffary;
and the Inconvemencies that had been feen 1n
our .own, and other. Nations,, in the Admifh-
on of a Foreign Prince to the Throne, requir’d
a Suitable, and Proportionable Remedy.  For
thele Realons, that moit Excellent Patriot, the
Lord Sgmmers, caft about, to make fuch an
Eftablifhment that fhould be Eafy to the Suc-
ceffor, and Beneficial to the People. He well
knew the Liberties of the Nation, could never
be fufficiently guarded : He had {een and was
Wile by the Misfortunes of other Kingdoms ;
and gave us at length this further Security for
our Rights and  Privileges. Glad was that
Incomparable Man, King William, te fhow his
Love to his People, in his kind Regard to
| t their
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sheir future Happinefs. He faw thefe wife
Timitations, he approv’d them, and blefsd
the Nation in the Confirmationof them  Fhé
zrft and moft Important thing that employ’d
sheir Thoughts, was the Carz of the Efta-
Blifh'd Chuech. Religion, they well knew,
took up our greateft Regard, and challeng’d
our fincereft AffeCtion. This Influences our
A&Gions, and Dire&s our Condu&t. Our Be-
Raviour is good or bad, as weare affe@ed by
it. And Humanity or Cruelty, Goodnéfs or
Hl-nature, areftill Prevalent, according, to.the
&rength of the Impréflions it has madé upon
@s. Chriftianity every wheré Récommends
Feace and Charity ; and' propofes our Happi-
aefs i this World, as well as in the next. It
wouid moderate the fiercenéfs of Mens Tem-.
gers, and make them Kind, Beneficent, and
Affable. It teaches Forbearance, and abfiors
Pexfecution of every kind: Aod is fure to
maq ke iafinite sllowances for the Opinions and
Errors of Mankind, which are Immaterial,
Wnavoidable, or Effential to-Human Nature.
The Church of Enmgland, would Imitate tHis
Pattern. Our Articles, as they have beén éx-
plain’d by a late Incomparable 'Prelate, are full’
of Wifdom,; Gentlenefs and good Narture.
Fhey allow Meifthe Freedom of their Reafon,
and generoufly “encourage our fearches after
Truth. They claim no extravagant Powers
ower the Confeience’'of thé People, nor Fetter
the Underftandiog ‘with Penaf Te¢ffs, and en-

courage
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coprage Iniquity, by eplarging the Scene for
Hypocrify and Diflimulation. Reafon firft
poipted out the Retormation, and Policy con-
frp’d it. We are now happy in the Conde-
quencesof Henry the Eighth’s Paffiens.; in the
Concurrency of Interelt in our Nobles, and
the Jealoufies of Queen Elizaberh. Had mot
Love and Revenge been Predomimant; had
not the Abbey Lands allur’d, and the fears of
the Succeffion from the Combination of Fo-
reign Princes, made the Defertion from the
See of Rome altogether neceflary, Superftition
and Ignorance perhaps had yer prevail'd, ard
Cruelty and Perfecution concurrd to ‘hawe
Deftroy’d all Truth and Freedom. But ghe
Church being Eftablifh’d, tlus Eftablifhment
was to be prefervid. The Generality were te
be regarded, and great Defcrence was to be
paid to their Opinions.  Dawils and Cardinal
Bentivegfiohad inform’d them, that dhe Brince.
(hould fide with the majority : They had
feen that Harry the Fourth of France, was ob-~
liged to turn Catholick to fecure the PofTcflion
of the Throne, by {upporting Eftablifh’d
Fundamentals, they found it neceflary, that
Antient Ufage thould be Countenanced, and
that adhering to the Church of Epglawd.
would beft promote Peace,. and draw many
over to the Principles avow’d, and encouraged
by the soveraign. This they judg’d proper
to quiet Mens tears and {ulpicions, and -pre.
vent thole Tumults and Dijorders whick

- would
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would unavoidably follow ; was the Prince
of a contrary Perfuafion, or maintain’d Piin-
ciples different from thofe of the majority of
his People. = A Religious Popifh Prince is ine-
vitably Damn’d, if he does not Deftroy Us,
And a Diflenting Prince would continually
alarm us, and be always attempting confidera-
ble Innovations  Such an Uniformity then ig
the Prince 1s altogether ‘neceffary. *Tis his
Intereft and the Nations. The Church and
Stite are both Interwoven; their ‘Conftitu-
tions are’ builtupon the fame Policy, and ex-
altly correfpond 1n the reafon of their Efts-
blifhments. The Government, and Subordi-
nation of bothagree together. Nor can one
te laid afide, wathout an Alteration in thé
other. From hencé then we may fee the
Wifdom of the firft Claufe (For of the Policy
only J heretreat) That whoever comes to the
Pofleflion of the Crown, {hall joia in Commu-
nion with the Church of England as by Law
Effablifh’d. Next, my Lord, follows the
Claufe that relates to ‘our Condutt to Foreign
Poxers. Therefore ’tis Ena&ted, That when.
ever the Crown fhall come to any Perfon, not
being a Narive, that this Nation be not obliged
to engage in any War for the Detence of any
Dominions, or Territories, which do not be-
long to the Crown of Englsnd, without con-
fent of Parliament. This 1sa Provifion that
can never be too much Admir’d and Extoll’d
and is full of Wifdom, and Affeltionate con-

B | - cern
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cern for the Publick Wellfare. ‘'The Ingerefts
of Princes continually vary, and are in perpe-
rual Motion. The Ambition of One puts All
jato an Alarm. Their Paffions, like thei:
Titles are Great, and Mighty, and are {el-
dom capable of being Quieted, and receiving,
Satisfaltign. Let a Prince be never fo Good
himfelf . Let him be never {o Peaceful, Rel;-
gious and Humane ; Let him obferve Trea-
ties, and keep his Faith with Neighbouring
Potentates ; yet if any of thefe are Enterpri-
zing . If Ambition, Vice, or Ignorance of
grue Policy once take poffefficn of them ; How
foon will the Scene change ; and Death, War,
and Defolatign ravage the Peace of Countries ¢
Since the Vigws, Fempers, and Inclinations
of Princes are fo Different; fo often fhift-
ing, and blown about with the breath of
Flattery, or lntereft; How wifely Do we
Guard againft Epgaging in Competitions of
this Nature, and thun all Difputes unneceflary,
or prejudicial 'to our Real Advantage ? Spasz
in a great meafure owes its Slavery and Qp-
preffion to this Misfortune. Charles the Fifth
18 his defigns on France, in his Infurretions
in Flanders, and Attempts on the German Prin-
ces, impoverifh’d thofe Noble States, of Ar-
ragony Valencia, and Leftile 5 and finally intro-
duced on that Impoverifhment, Arbitrary
Power, and Deftruftive Tyranny. They
juftly, and wifely indeed at firft Remonltrated,
thav chey would grant ch Money WILhQuE%‘

. | &
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Redrefs of Grievances, of which this ¢f Ea-
gaging them in Foreign Wars, was one of the
chief: But cheir Complaints were little regard-
ed, when He was fupported by a formidable
Army, and a Corrupt majority in one of their
Cortes. When Philip the Second, Married
our Queen Mary, that {ubtile Politician Gardi-
»er, took care to provide in the Marriage Ar-
ticles, that all Places of Truft and Profit,
fhould ftill be in the hands of the Exglyh, and
that the Nation, fhould not be engaged in
every War, where he was concern’d, without
confent of Parliament. Thefe Articles have
been always celebrated by Hifterians, and
efteen’d Prefervatives of this Noble Conftiru-
tion, But notwithfanding thefe Regulations,
yet thofe Sums of Money that Philip diftribu-
ted, deftroy’d thofe admirable Provifions, and
gain’d the Affiftance of a Corrupted Parlis-
ment, to engage us in a War with Framce,
which, notwithftanding our Succefs at firft,
prov’d prejudicial to us, and put an end to all
our Poffeffions in that Country, in our Lofs of
Calais. The thirdClaufe 1s, That no Perfon,
who fhall hereafter come to the pofleffion of
this Crown, fhall go ocutof the Dominions of
£ngland, Scotland, or Ireland, without Con.
fent of Parliament. My Lord, I am now
apon a tender point, becaufe the Legiflature
has thought fit to Repeal this part. But in-
deed the Reafons of State continually alter,
and that fhall be Good Policy at one jun&ure,
| that
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that {hall be Ruinous at another. The Reflex-
ton, I remember, I made formerly upon thus
Branch,was,that thisProvifion was made mere-
Iy for the fake of the People ; abfiralledly and
abfolutely for their Advantage. It had been
feen in the time of Philip the Second, that
Flanders fuffer’d infinite Calamities from the
Abfence of their Prince ; That Spaiz» under
Chartes the Fifth, and Germany, and the Low-
Countries in their turns, were miferably difor-
der’d By the fubftitution of Goverrors un-
equal to the Charge ot fuch mighty Nations :
It appear’d that thefe Lieutenants, or C«ffodes
Regni, were Ambitious, Ignorant, or Cor-
rupt ; that they were attuated by Avarice, or
mean Purfuits, and Infolently made ufe of that
Extent of Power in the violation of the Laws,
and oppreflion of the People. It was well
confider’d, that their Wealth by this means
was exported, that Trade decay’d, incompati-
ble Interelts were eancouraged, and every in.
convenience and miisfortune introduyced, that
make a negle&ed, impoverifh’d, and difcon-
tented People ftill more miferable. But the
Preamble, my Lord, of this A& of Repeal,
has furnifb’d me with fome Reafons, which
before had efcap’d my obfervation; and
thofe are, a Great Regard to the King’s
Foreign Interefts, and the wundoubred
Right and Privilege of our Kings to be frec
and unreftrain’d. Thefe Reafons are certain-
ty to have their proper weight. But with
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fubmiflion, my Lord, every Limitation if
this A&, isa Reftraint of Prerogative, and an
Abridgment of the King’s Abfolute Freedom,
But upon thefe Confiderartions, His Majefty
has an entire Liberty of I.eaviag the King-
dom whenever he thinks fir. But, my Lord,
had not we had thie good Portune to have been
bleft with fuch dn Excellént and Admirable
Prince, to be His Majefty’s Delegate and Suc-
ceflor, I, am perfuaded, tho” our Duty, and
Honour to the King, are exceeding Great, we
fhould have had that Regard for our felves as
t¢ have kept this Branch in force; We {hould
never have confenred to expofe the wellfare of
the Nation, to fuch dreidful Dangersof Plots
at Land, and Storms at Gea'; and have beer]
{o partial to our own Happinels, that nothing,
{hould have prevail’d upon s to lofe one mo-
ment, the poffeflion of o Grdcious,and {oGood
a King. But indced we have received fo much
benehic from this Repeal, in thofe Treaties and
Negotiations By this means concluded, that
we can fiever be fenfible edough of the Blel
fing of this Abrogation, nor thank his Good-
nefs and Courage for Hazarding Himfelf {c
Greatly merely for otr Service and Advantage.
The fourth Claufe is; That all' Maiters rela-
ting to_the well Governing of the Kingdom,
cognizable in the Privy Council by the Laws
&F“the Land, fhall be traiifalled there; and
all Relolutions taken thereupon, fhall be Sign’d
by fuctiof ¢he Privy Council, as {kall Advife

" | and
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snd Confent to the fame. This, in my hum-
;Ele opinion, 1s one of the Fineft Provifions in
the World againft Arbitious,ard Enterprizing
‘Minifters. It coififts of two Braiiches; one,that
the Privy-Council determine in their proper
Place, the Buifinels thas belongs to them, to pre-
vent all Clandeftine Meetings of ‘Caballing’
Sratefitten; 2ad the other, that each Privy-
Counlellor, {hall Sign the Advice he gives, to
hinder any extravagant and pernicious Refolu-
tions, by making the Authors appear, and
therefore liable to anfwer for the Confequences
of thofe Refolutions. This is directly levell’d
againft all Favourites: who have'often either to
Indulge their own Defigns, or thofe of their
Prince, in a fecret manner advifed the Intro-
dution of Arbitrary Power, the Sale of Im-
portant Plices to Foreign States, violent Sei-
zures of Property, Declarations of unneceflary
and Deftructive Wars, or confented to an In-
famous and Execrable Peace, and conftantly
promoted thofe Counfels that have been fatal
to the true Interefls of the Nation, and been
the occafion of much Mifery and Calamity.
In the Reigns of Charles, and Fawes the Second,
mmany wicked and Tyrannical things were
Advifed and EXecutéd. But when the World
begun to bealarm’d at fuch proceedings : The
Privy Counfellors endeavoured to fling off the
Odium from themfelves, and pretended either
that they had given contrary Advice, or elf¢
that they were’ Abfent at thexime when thefe

Refo-
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Refolutions were made. To Remedy there:
fore thefe Mif{chiefs, this Noble Claufe was in-
ferted. And indeedit was abfolutely neceffary.
T he Behaviour of Mintifters.is {o remov’d from
the Day light; even of good Underitandings.
is{ofull of Art; Finemefs, and Management,
that we can never have Security enough for
their good Conduft. State Coatrivances, like
White Powder, effeQually deftroy, but make
ro Report. We may be Ruin’d and Eailav'd,
and che AGor ftand {o far behind the Curtain,
that he can never poflibly be known: But
mow, my Lord, fhould any Privy Counfellor
give lus Advice, that Meaflures f{hould be
taken, to get Parliamentary Sanltions, that
fhould make the Prince Independant of his
People; that Immenfe Sums {hould be rais’d,
toenable his Minifters to bribe, and corrupt
the Subjet, and by that means make further
Enroads oa our Property; that the Smyrza
Fiecet {hou:d be attack’d, withoutany previous
Declaration of War ; chat our Fortunes and
Eftates fhould be violently {eized, or more 1n-
famoufly taken from us by the Specioufnefs of
Vile Fraud, and fuch Praud openly avow'd,
or Artfully Defended; fhould Dankirk be
Bafely delivet’d up; {hould Arbitrary Power
be Counfell’d to be introduced by Penfions ;
and a cerrupt Parliament coatinucd for
Bighteen years: Should, my Lord, f{uch
Counfel be gver given again, either by a Fa-
vouEite, or 2 Cabal, either from the Igno-

rance
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rance of the truednterefts of the Nation, or
Sway’d by the Artifices of Foreign Minifters .
then by this Claufe fuch Privy-Counfellors,
ftand expofed to our Refentrments; they,
their Accomplices, their Screens, and 2R
Afliftants, or Favourers, make themfelves
liable to our Rage and Indignatien, and will
undoubtedly in all fuch Cafes Rouze the
Vengeance, of a Jealous Parliament, in de-
manding Jultice by a Warm, Laudable, and

Neceflary Impeachment : An Impeachment,
that by a Subfequent Claufe muft be altogether

efteCtual, the Prince not being capable of Pgr-
doning their Offence: An Impeachment, that
would fave and rejoyce their Injur'd Country,
and make them Venerable to Remote Poffe-
rity ; and the neglet of which may perhaps
involve them in the fame Guilt, and make
them Partakers of their Crimes, Infamy and
certain Ruin. Thus Wife and Excellent is this
Provifien againft Crafty and Defigning Mi-
nifters. Next follows the Claufe, That ne
Alien, tho’ Naturalized, {hall be capable of
being of the Privy Council, or Member of
either Houfe of Parliament, or Enjoy any
Office or Place of Truft, Civil or Military ;
or have a Grant of Lands, Tenements, or
Hereditaments, from the Crown to Himielf,
or others in Truft for him. Can any thiag
be more Exprefs, Comprehenfive, and rmore
Guarded? Can this Law be capable of being
evaded? Ichink not, Unlels the Children of

£0-
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Foreign Ladies, that fhall be made Peérefies;
{hall be allow’d the Honour of a Seatin Par.
liament. The Policy of this Branch 1s Ex-
treamly Plain and Evident. It has been a
ftanding Maxim for thefe laft Ages in the
Church of Rome, which 1 take to be the Pat-
tern of Refin’d Politicks, never to admit a
Jefuit, or a Foreigner to the Papal Chair, burt
always to choofe -one of their own Country,
The Conclave would otherwife be full of Fo.
reign Cardinals, or thofe of that Order, and
for ever exclude the Irzlians from any preten-
fions for the future. Power, Honour and
Profit, wguld be turn’d into other Channels,
and many Pratices would perhaps be fet on
foot, that might endanger their fine {pun
Syftem, and introduce mott Fartal Innovations,
All Men have a partiality to their Country, et
the Motives and Caufes be what they will
either a Prejudice for their Wifdom, Afleltion
to their Perfons, or a Regard to their own
Safety ip a powerful and {iri&t Combination ;
They are all fure to feek the Afliftance, and
encourage the Purfuits, of their own Nation.
The Senate, under fome of the Roman Em-
perors, that were Foreigners, (for fo 1 call
the Galls, Germans, and the Noythern Hive,.
tho’ all the Empire was made free of . Romze, if
I miftake not, by Marcus dntoninus) was fll’d
with thofe of their Refpe@ive Countries. This
induced Contempt. made the other Senators
weaky and inconfiderable, and was the 9}3;93?_
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fion of much Animofity and Diforder. And
indeed 1t feems to be unavoidable. For Fo-
reigners having no Knowledge of the true
Interefts of fuch a State, or if they had, would
fhow perhaps hut little Regard to it, for the
moft part bring with them incompatible
Views, and promate Counfels deftructive of
the Happinefs and Wellfare of the Kingdom.
They attend to nothing but their own Profit,
and Enrichment, in taking Bribes, and felling
Court Favour: They are intent upon obtain-
ing fome extravagant beneficial Grants, and
have nathing lefs at Heart than the Profperity
of therr Country, where they are privileged
to Relide. They conlider fuch a State, as the
Jjraclires did the Egyptians, Admirable, and
Lawtul Plunder, and Rejoyce in their $poils,
as Proyvidential Conceffions, Let the Duke of
Alva \n Flanders, and Philip de Chevers, Charles
the Fifth’s Prime Minifter in Spain, witnefs
this truth. Let them teach the World by their
Condudt, that Rapine, Cruelty and Arbitrary
Power, are the neceflary effets of Foreign
Counfels. Let them juftify the wifdom of
this Limitation, and inculcate its ftriét obfer-
vation. What Confufion and Calamities were
brought upon the Nation in King Stephen’s
time, by his Statefinen that were Aliens?
Were not their Infolence, Avarice, and Am-
bition infupportable ? And did not thofe Ani-
mofities end in an Infurre€tipn? Thofe Grig-
vances were Exceflive, and the Refentments,

D Jufk,
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Juft, and proportion’d to the Offence. Wifely
then did Gardiner 1n Queen Mary’s time infit
on this Conditton, and Happy were the Con-
fequences of that Prudent and Reafonable
Regulation. The next Branch is, That no
Perfon, who has an Office, or a Place of Pro-
fit under the King ; or receives a Penfion from
the Crown, f{hall be capable of ferving as a
Member of the Houfe of Commons. How
Wife, and Excellent this Provifion 1s, would
be almoft Impudence in me to pretend to point
out : ’tis fucha Fundamental, and {o Glorious
a Bulwark to our Liberties. *Tis full of Wif-
dom, Virtue, and Publick Spirit. ’Tis faid
of one of the Romas Emperors, that He order’d
that noble Precept of the Gofpel, Do s you
wonld be done by, to be Grav'd in Gold, and
fix’d up in Publick. This Claufe 1n Brafs, fet
up in the Houfc of Commons, would laft full
as long, and be an Admirable Remembrance
and Incitement to Pofterity, to imitate the
Probity of their Great Forefathers. This can
never be too much Read, Talk’d of, and In-
culcated. Hence Corruption is Banifh’d, and
Virtue Defended ; Liberty triumphs over Ams.
bition, and ‘Avarice yiclds to Publick Spirit.
This therefore 1s the Prefervative of the Con-
fticution, and a Guard again{t the Great Stand-
ing Army of a Defigning Court. The firft
part is to Defend us againft Perfons in Places of
Profit and Advantage. Thefe may be call’d
the Heavy Arm’d Foot, a Force, that is not
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ealily Routed. The Second is againft Penfion-
ers, whom we may juftly Range under the
Light Horfe, or Dragoons; Perfons that by
long Exercife can Mount, or Difmount readily
at Command. Thefe are not Quite {0 Dreadful
as theHeavy-Arm’d,becaufe they have not that
ftrength of Multitude, which the others have;
for the Foot being compleat, aand (trongly
united within themfclves, receive new force
from their Numbers, and become Terrible by
the Addition of frefh Supplies, and Potent
Auxiliaries. But the Horfe, by being free
uently upon Parties, and Forraging at a
%iﬁancc, are often cut off, and their Service
ever after 1s entirely loft. Therefore, my Lord,
I fay, that Perfons tliat have Places of Profit,
are more Dangcrous: They have always great
Numbers of Dependants , their Power fpreads
wide, and commands an Abfolute Submiffion
from their Adherents A Penfioner has no-
thing but lis Stipend ; He has no opportuni.
tics of recciving Application, or Gratifying
the Expeltations of the People; He has no-
thing to beftow, and confequently wili be
troubled with few Petitioners. Therefore this
Claufe juftly gives thePrecedence to the Gentle-
men of profitable Pofts: Theyare Rank’d firft ;
and their Influence and Power, is principally
to be guarded againft. Upon this Ground, IPro-
fefs, 1always conftrued this A&, as an Abfo-
folute Difqualification of {uch Feudatories, and
nat aa Occaflional Vacating of their Seat in
D2 Par.
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Parliament. But, my Lord, I have been ii-
form’d, that the Houfe has made a moft Inge-
nious and Excellent Expolition of this Part ;
and Refolv’d that fuch an Acceptance f{hall ori-
ly caufe a new Ele&tion: Butyet the fame Per-
{o may be, and I may fay, fhall be chofe a-
gain ; without this, the Court would lofe the
Affiftance of their Ableft Men; and be un-
done by their Friendfhip, and Gehnerofity ;
which would exceedingly grieve all true Lovers
of their Country. Dsvilzobferves, that Ka-
tharine de Medicis; a moft profound Politician,
chofe to give Men of the greateft Birth, Eftates,
and Worth, the Places of moft Profit and Ims
portancé. This pleas’d the Fondnefs, and fa=
tisfy’d the Sufpicions of the People, Engaged
thofe that were Advanted in her Interefts,
conceal’d her own Defigns, and gave her by
this means an opportunity of Eftablifhing an
Abfolute and Defpotick Authority. Worthy
Men did not fufpect her Deceit, the Rich an

Noble were well pleas’d in fharing the Profits
and Honours of the State; but yet unhappily.
co-operated to raife that Ambition, which at
laft prov’d Fatal to them All.  As to Penfioners,

one can fcarce tell whether they are more
to be Pitied, or Defpis’ld. Unhappy Men!
Who heap up troubles for themlielves, and
entail mifery on their Children.  They

perpetually Vote againft Coavition, and
Sin againft Reafon ; they profticute their
Underftandings for a precarious Stipend, to be

Ipent
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{pent pethaps in Vice or Luxury; and fell
their Innocent Pofterity for the Gratifications
of Avarice or Pride. They live Miferable
Slaves, and are Gall’d with a thoufand Difquie-
tudes of Mind ; Care and Difcontent are their
Companions, Reproach and Infamy their
Reward. Innumerable Fears furround them,
and the Importunate Statefman ftill haunts

their Midmght Dreams, and vehemently
Demands their Service. ¢ To morrow fays the
¢ Guilty Minifter, Abfelves, or Condemns me ;
¢ Glofs well my Condudt, and Gild myVillainy.
¢ *Tis true, myInjur’d Country Cries aloud for
¢ Juftice, but that Juflice muft not yet be paid.
* Benow my Friend; Cover my Shame, and
¢ protet my Crimes; Wealth and Honour fhall
¢ be your Reward, Power and Revenge {hall be
¢ your Safety’. 'The wretched Penfioner con-
fents, Refolves, and Cries, not Guilty. But
ftrait his Thoughts change ; His Innocent, In-
jured Country becomes his Suppliant, and
demands the punifhment of its Parricides
¢ Pity, fays fhe, your Venerableand Afflicted
* Mother, now ftruggling againft Fraud, Cor-
¢ ruption and Oppreflion. Think, my Son,
¢ of my paft Glory’ and my prefent Mifery.
¢ Now you fee me Wretched, Ruin’d, and
¢ Undone. You hear my Feeble Voice, which
¢ fhortly {hall be no more. Corruption has
¢ weak'ned, and oppreflion overwhelm’d me.
¢ Think 1nthis Sentence, multitudes are con-
¢ cern’d,and Pofterity {hall be involv’d: From

you
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¢ you they demand Juftice, and feck fafery.
¢ Confider the Bleflings I have frecly given,
¢ and what you may infamoufly lofe, Life,
¢ Property, and Liberty. Be then a Friend
¢ to Virtue, and punifh Gult. Raife up my
¢ Drooping Head, and dry my Tears. Re.
¢ ceive the Applaufes of Mankiad, and fly
¢ the Participation of Wickednefs, Infamy,
¢ and Mifery>. What fhall he fay, or how
anfwer the cries of Millions Ruin’d, and fa-
tisfy the Sollicitations of his craving Paffions ?
He is Coufcious of his paft Crimes, and fears
Punifhment: His Penfion muft be loft, or a
new Path of Probity muft be trod; he fees
Integrity flighted and unfuccefsful ; he refolves
therefore to Screen the Villain, and plunges
his Ponyard ftill deeper into Liberty and Vir-
tue, and his Injur’d Country muft fhill fuffer
more, for having fuffer’d thus much already.
This aur Rathers have told us, was the Cafe
of Penfionersin the Days of Old. Shall Equi-
page Balls, Court-Smiles, or Luxurious En-
tertainments, Enflave our Virtue? Shall a
Penfica make us Renounce our Reafon, forfake
Honefty, Betray our Country, and Subje&
us to Eternal Care, Apprehenfion and Re-
proach, for trifles only, or the Favour of a
Wicked aad Pantaltick Statefman ? No furely,
rather let Poverty be our Choice, and Liberty
our Reward. But, my Lord, thefe are the
juft Notioas of the prefent Age. °’Tis our
good Fortune to live in Republica Pla tanisé
an
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and not in Fece Romali. We have a jult abe
horence of thefe Pratices, and deteft fuch
Corruptjons ; but yet thele Provifions are ab-
folutely neceffary : The Execrable Policy of
Charles the Second’s Reign, Authorize, and
Demand the greateft Caution and Security.
Men were fo Corrupted in that Age, that they
forgot the Common Delicacy, and Prudence
of Iniquity ; their Names were openly, and
regularly Regiftred, like the Soldiers of an
Army. They blufh’'d not at the Infamy of
being Recorded ; they defpis’d the Folly of
the World, in not being as Impudent, and
wicked as themfelves, and Laugh’d at that
Idle Pun&tillio, which Commines mentions, of
Lord Haftings, in not fuffering his Name to
be expos’d 1n the Roll of Penfioners, Retain’d
by Lewis the French King. But they were fafe
in their majority, and confiderable by their
Crimes. The Nation, my Lord, being thus
fecured as to Religion, and Foreign States,
and a ftrong Guard fet about Prerogative, and
Enterprizing Miniftersof -all kinds, to prevent
their Corrupting the Legiflature, and giving
Defiruttive Counfel: The nextcare, is that of
the Diftribution of Juftice, in which fuch
Regulations were to be made, that the Ballance
might be kept as even as poflible, between the
King and the People. Accordingly ’tis En-
atted, that Judges Commiflions fhall be made
Quam diu [e bene Gefferint ; Their Salaries are
to be afeertain’d and Eftablifh'd ; but in cafe

of
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of ill Condu&t, they are removecable upon
the Addrefs of' both Houfes. Great have
been the Misfortunes and Oppreflion of the
People, from the Ignorance, Negligence,
or Corruption of our Judg es. The blind.
nefs or {loth of our Law Sa es, and the
Sword of Juftice under the DireGion of crafty
and wicked Statefmen, have produced unfpeak-
able Calamities. The lllegal and Mi{chievous
Commiflions in Fames the Firlt’s Reign, are
as well known as the Bufinefs of Ship money.
Who does noc Abominate the Condemnation
of Lord Reffe/, and Detelt the Execution of
Algernoon 81dney, thofe Glorious Marty rs for
Liberty? Who is not acquainted with the
Dlﬁ'oluuon of Corparations, and the Under-
minings of the Conftitution, under Charles
and f}'dmes the Second? The rife of thefe mif-
chiefs was Court Dependance. The Tempta,-
tions of Power and Profit to weak Minds ‘are
Irrefiftible. Such a Sentence, fays the Re-
vengeful and Ambitious Minifter,muft bepaft.
Such a Corparation mulft be overturn’d, and a
new Charter for our Creatures Eftablifh’d.
Such Law mutft be Inculcated, and f{uch Obe-
diefice enforc’d. Immechately thefe Charters
are found faulty, a violent’ Ufurpation has
been made upon the Crown, and their Fran-
chifes are feized ; unheard of Do&rines are
advancd, and ﬁrange Judgments are pro-
pounced ; thus s the feat of Juftice defil'd by
Fear or qurupuon. How few, like f{:h!es

all
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fhall we find Wife and Honeft ? How few like
Hbolt, Bold and Refolute, that will Difcounte-
nance all Application from Great Men, and
Hear no Bufinefs but in Court 2 But how ma-
ny Jones's, Bramflon’s,or Jefferie.’sarife in every
Generation ¢ Tho’, my Lord, 1 beg leave to
fay, I really think our prefent Courts of Juftice
cannot be chang’d, but for the worfe. Tak:
away Fear, and Dependance, thofe Powerful
Byaffes and He muft be Abandon’d indeed,
that will be a Knave unneceffarily. Wifely
therefore are the Judges Commiflions to be
made for Life ; This gives Duration to their
Intereft. But when Integrity is not Reward-
ed, and a Man is forc’d to ferve his Country
for Naught, there we may juftly apprehend a
Defeftion from Juftice : But when Salaries are
Afcerrain’d and Eitablifh’d ; when their Sub-
fiftance is no longer precarious, nor dependant
on the Favourof a Miniftry ; when no Ex-
traordinary Strains of Law are expeed, and
Juftice only is to be impartially adminiftred,
How wicked, and prolligate muft that Judge
be, that {hall {werve without any temptation,
from the Rules of Equity and Reafon! The
Punifhment ot {uch a Perfon, can never be too
{fevere, nor the Example of Caméyfes, in Flea-
ing a Corrupt Judge, be too much Encouraged.
But yet, my Lord, {uchis the Degeneracy of
the World, that many will hang on the falfe
{fmiles of Courtiers ; That will Proftitute their
Confcience to Ambition and Avarice; that

E will
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will fell the Rights of the People; that wiil
diffolve Corporations,;and thed Innocent Blood.
But then Both Houfes are to fland up for their
Countty. Theyare to Addrefs the King, and
Remove fuch abandon’d Creatures without
the formality of an A& of Parliament. But,
my Lord, becaufe the Judges can meddle only
with ordinary Criminals, their jurifdi@ion be-
ing Limited : And becaufe 'tis exceeding necef.
fary, to prevent or punith the Ambition, and
Crimes of Great Men, immediately follows
this Incomparable Claufe, That 70 Pardo»
under the Great Seal, fhall be pleadable to an
Impeachment by the Commons in Parliament.
How far the Prerogative is reftrain’d by this
Branch, muft be left to the Judgment of thofe
that are better skill’d in the Laws of the Land
then I am. Butof this I am certain, that the
Terins are Univerfal. and the meaning feems
to be obvious, that the King’s Pardon, etther
before, or after an Impeachment f{hall be in
effeGual. The Effie&ts of fuch Power are
cqually mifchievous, and equally to be guarded
againft. Por if this Prerogative remains, after
a1 Impeachment, and Condemnation, Is it
not the fame thing, as if there had been no
Tryal ; and a Pardon had been produced at
firft which had taken away the Offence, and
confequently all Power of Proceeding? Ov if
the King’s Righe ftill continues, of Pardoning
Offences, before the Lodging of an Impeach.
ment, can there ever be a Tryal, when a- Fa-
'*' vourite
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vourite will Anticipate all Enquiry by obtam-
ing fuch a preventing Pardon ? " Therefore, my
Lord, with great Submiffion I think, It feems
highly reafonable to expound this Claufe, as
an A&ual Abridgment of the King’s Power,
to Pardon either before or after an Impeach-
ment, and ta render it of no force and efficacy.
'Tis true indeed, there is a Maxim of the
Law, That the Prerogative fhall be fafe, with-
out an Exprefs Abrogation ; but then there
is another Maxim, That all Laws made in fa-
vour of Liberty, and for the general Good,
fhall be Beneficially Conitrued. As Preroga-
tive is nothing but unwritten Law, to be ex-
ecuted for the benefic of the Community,
chat unwritten Law muft ceafe by a clear Re-
velation of it’s Repeal, or its Incompatibility
with the publick [ntereft. Pardons of both
kinds have been notorioufly fatal.  Some Art.
ful Minifters have rather follow’d the Policy,
of obtaining a Pardon affoon as their Crimes
had Incens’d the Parhament ; this put a ftop
to Enquiry, and kept back their formal Accu-
fation to the King. Their Condu, by being
Unexamin'd, did not appear fo Grofs; and
they kept fome Credit wicth the People, be-
caufe the People did not know all their Vil
lainy. Others havechofe to try their Intereft
with the Parliament upon fome extraordinary

Clamours; and hoped, that their Power,
Dependance, and Bribery, would Screen them
from Juftice. Some have fortunately fucceeded;

and
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and others more juftly Condemn’d, but fill
more abfurdly Pardon’d. My Lord Clares-
don blames the Court Policy for Diffolving the
Parliament, when they Exprefs’d their Indig-
nation agaiaft the Duke of Buckingham. But
certainly much more wrong would it be, to
divert, or oppofe the juft Rage of a whole
Nation, fhould they ever Demand Satisfaétion
for the Infamous Condult, and Execrable
Corruption of fome Minifters. The Court
may fhift, and ufe Artifices; but the delay of
Punifhment would ftill make it more fierce
and terrible, and fharpen the Sword of Juftice
to make it cut more fure and fatal. The Peo-
ple muft and will be fatisfy’d, and then all
your minute Craftfmen in Politicks, muft take
care they are not born down oy the Torrent
of their Indgnation. Thus, my Lord, I have
made anend ; having endeavour’d all 1 coul’d,
to point out the Confummate Wifdom, and
admirable Policy of this A&t of Settlement.
An A&, that will for ever challenge our Gra-
titude and Honour, and make the Authors
Immortal. ’Tis a2 Syftem compil’d from the
Knowledge of Mankind, and built on the In-
fallible Truths of Reafon, and Obfervation.
Great, Wife, and Good were thefe Patriots,
and Pofterity (hall Record them with Honour :
Happy fhould we be, would Miuifters prattice
their Virtue, and imitate their Publick Spirit.
Happy fhould we be, fhould another Sommers

arife ; and another Wharton, direlt our Coun-
fels,
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fels; whofe Eloquence, and Unfhaken Pro.
bity fhouid blaft and beat down Corruption,
and make Liberty and Virtue appear f11l more
Amiable. But, my Lord, wehave a Sommers,
and we have d Wharton. We have Patriots
of equal Wifdom, Integrity and publick Spirit;
that fhow the fame Zeal for the Service of
their Country; and 4re alike Enemies to
Fraud, Guilt, and Oppreflion. -We have
ftill many excellent Champions for Liberty
and publick Good, that would ftem the Tor-
rent of Iniquity, and Reform the People from
Danunto Berfbeba.  Leét usapplaud their grne.
rous Labours; and gratefully acknowledge
their Application, Zeal, and Unconquerable
Integrity. Their Condult fhall be greatly
Celerated by us, and late Pofterity fhall re.
member them with Honour, Efteem; and
Veneration. Iam,

My LORD,
With the greateft Refpect
Your Lordihip’s.

Poft-
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POSTSCRIPT.

Ray, my Lord, as you are excellently
well vers’d in all Hiftory, Do me the
Honour to inform me in your next, whether
the Church of Rome have not always fhown
their Policy, in promoting Difputes about Re-
ligion, when They were ¢arrying on their
Greateft Villainies ; on purpofe to Draw off
Mens Aitention, and weaken the Common
Intereft. All Exrope, 1 think, were fent 1n the
Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries, to the Holy-
Land, o Fight for the Sepulchre, when They
were making their greateft Ufurpations, and
Chearing Mankind of their Libersses, and For-
tunes ; and by that means, Eftablifhed a Laft-
ing Tyranny, and Perpetual Oppreffion.




