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LETTERTL

My LORD,

%ff%y“" ; 1" is a very jult, tho’a pretty com-
: g I"’;@; moil Obfervation, that the Liber-
 Breqiyyv ties ofa People are never info much
b MERD . .o

narosas Danger, as from the Adminiftra-
| ron of 2 Wile and Good Prince ;
The Care He takes of our Interefts, and the
Concern He fhows for our Happinefls, give
him a particular Right to our Confidence, and
clatm Extraordinary marks of our Efteem.
We think we can never do enough for a Per-
fon thar means nothing but our Advantage;
nor truit him with too much Powsar, who we
know will utc 1t only for our Service. Hence
it is, that the Grants, or Permiffions in one
Reign, arc made a Prefident, and Example tor
another: and a weak or viticus Prince ex-
pets the fame Honour and Refpect, that is
paid to the wifdom and virtue of thie Beit.
| A Klar-
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Flattery will eafily tell him, He has the fame
Reafon torequire it; andCorruptioa fhall foon
eftablifh, whatever Ambition f(hall defire.
Thus unforeunately have Free Nations Com-
plimented themfelves into Slavery, and been
made fublervient to their own Oppreffion.
How unhappy are Mankind, that they muft
guard againft the beft Men, as if they were
their greatelt Enemies j and ftifle their Grati-
tude and Affe€tion to a good Prince, as if he
was an Oppreflor of his Country. But yet
fuch Precautions are abfolurely neceffary, if
Men will preferve their Liberties,  “I'hey muft
take carc of the leaft Poflibility of what may
tend to Introduce Arbitrary Power; and be-
ware of Gratifying the Expectations ot the
moft Virtuous King, for fear of Authorizing
the Pretenfions of a Bad one. They fhould
well confider the Confequences, and Influence
of every Legiflative Act; and Imagine every
Mark of new Refpect, as a Breach upon their
Antient Freedom. They thould Reffe& upon
the Irrefiftiblenefs of Court Favour, the Diffi-
culty of Denying what has been once granted
before : But above All the Flattery, Ambi-
tion,and Corruption of Mankind. "Twas faid
of Auguftus, That it had been Happy for the
Roman People, if he had never died, or had
been never born., The greater part of his
Reign was full of Art, and Popularity ; and
the Confidence that was placed in him prov’d
Fatal to Roman Liberty. The FPower that
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was Granted him, rais’d the Expectation and
Demands of his Succeffors, till a« laft there
was nothing left for the People to beftow 3
till their Liberties were entirely Extintt, and
cheir Fears of Slavery lott altogether i Abfo-
lute Oppreflion,  Adugufius, that meant no-
thing but the Happinefs of his People, might
well be trufted wich that unlimized Power,
that was put into his Hands; He migat well
have the Arbitrary Difpofal of their Property,
when he propofed nothing but the Eafe, Pro-
(perity, and Felicity of his Subselts; well
might the Senate Authorize him to raife Mo-
ney by extraordinary Methods, when thofe
Methods tended only to the SecurityandGlory
of the Commonwealth. But Axg«fes muft dieg
and Tsberius muit {ucceed 5 and Nero and Do-
mitian are likewie to be inveited with the
fame Powers, and Authority.  The Retgns of
thete Emperors are fo full of Folly, Abfurdity,
or Cruelty, that «¢ can fcatce forgive Ag-
guflze, tor tuttening that Excefs of Power to
be lodg'd wich him, which afeer in other
hands, Ravag’d, and Detac’d the Peace, and
even the Being of Civil Society. Could the
Senate have kept the Power of Creating him
Coniu! or Tribune only for a Year; the {ame
Beneht had accrued to the Commonwealth,
and the fame Dignity to daguftus: Then there
had been no Prefident for the Continuation of
this unbounded Authority, nor Iatrodultion
to Perpernal SubjeClion. Succeeding Empe-

A2 rors
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rors had been curb’d, and kept within dug

bounds ; the Power of Opprefling the People,

and Invading their Properties had been then

fecure 3 and Liberty and Virtué might have
fourifh’d for many Generations jn that N oﬁl_é
Republicks. But when Mens Fortunes were
no -more fafe, when the Prince rdight raifg
‘what Sums he pleas’d, and became indepen-

dant of the People; when their Frowns of
their Affeltions were equally regarded . what
Inundation of Mifery was there from Oppref-
fion, and what wantonnefs of Cruelty from
the Infolence of Licentioits Tyranny ? In vain
they calPd upon Aegnfts, his Moderation was
their Ruin; and his Power their Deftru&ion:
¥From hence we fee; that’tis eafy to Graant,
what can never after be Denied ; and to Efta-
blifh what can never be Repeal’d. Corrupt and
PDefigning Minifters will take the Advantage
of every Conceffion, and draw fatal’ ,Confe:
quences .to the Ruin of a People. Permif-
jions will .be turn’d into Prerogative, and a
bare Acquiefcence become a Binding and Irre-
verfible Law. The Power of making War
and .Peace was undoubtedly at firft the Birth-
right of the Subjett ; as moft plainly appears
from the Declaration of the Ordeinors in the
time of Edward the Second : Their Commif-
fion was not to make new Laws, but to tell
the People what were -in Beiiig.. They were
to acquaint them with their Antient and Juft
Rights, and to eftablifh to all Ages their Fun-
Frgin SR R R A SR amental
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dandetital Privileges. - This was then Afferted
to be their Right: But indeed it feems agree.
able to the Nature of the Conftitution ;. and
to, be confonant to Reafon; thit the Direfion
and Execution of an Affair fhould be' lodg’d
with thofe, who- aré ' more particularly cons
cern’d, that the Condu&ing of it fhould be-
Wife .and Portundte. But nhow this Power is
vefted in the Ctown, and become an Effential
Part.of the Prerogative, which at firft was ei-
ther 4 mere Permiffion, or an Encroachment
onn the People. Thérets a ftrange Infe&ion
in the Grants to Princes 5 they Taint the Con-
ftitution, and prove Deftrultive to Liberty:
Should any extraordinary Emergencies of Staté
arife, the Provifions, like the Reafons for thofe
Provifions, {hould be only Temporary, and Oc
gafiorial ; nothing that fhould make the Prince
independant fhould be allow’d, nor any Pow-
ers Granied that may fet him above all- Appli-
cation to his People.  Conftitutions are beft
preferv’d, and {ecur’d by fuch a Concert and
Harmony.; Diftance creates Sufpition, and
Sufpition always brings on Enmity; *Tis a
ftrange PerverfenefS in Mankind, but we All
Aflett independancy, tho’ Nature defign’d us
for -mutuat Succour and Affifftance ; we fill
ftrive. tg fling off that Confidence, that we
fhould place in-eachi’other, and defire the Abi-
lity to Opprefs, tho” we néver put that Power
in Execution. ‘But.-thofe Princes .that - have
molt confulted thePublick Good, have chofe

* 10



4 - (6)
fo receive Obligations from, their People
Queen Elizabeth whom our Hiftories recony-
mend as a Pattern of confummate Wifdom,
2nd fincere Affeltion to her Subjedts, took-a
Pride in being Dépendant. on the Love and
Friend{kip of her People ; She was fond o
Relying on their Generofity, dnd Confiding in
their Bounty: And inde'ecf the Gratitude of
the Nation no where moreé fully appears than
in her Reign; for her Supplies were Greater
than had ever beén before Granted, and by
thar means hdve Been Eterndl Prefidents fot
the Demands of fucceeding Princes. It may
fometimes indeed happen; thit Good, and
Excellent Princes; By anhappy Oppofition and
Fadion, may endeavour to fecure a certain
Competency independant of the People; there
may be fuch a neceflity : But fuch Cafes are
buct Rare, and a Thotifand Inconveniencies
thould be rather born, than a Prdftice intros
duc’d that may be capable of fo much Mif-
chief and Misfortune. How wretched and
aahappy had we been, had Charles the Second
been Allowed to raife Money without Confent
of Parliament, as fome of his Minifiry moft
infamoufly attempted? Qur Conititation had
been long ago Ruin’d, and our Propertics
velted in 2 few hands, and faved. the Ex-
ecrable Villainy of the South-Sea Diredors;
and theit ' more wicked Accomplicess Had
there been fuch an Infiance of a Grant;. €ach
Succeffor .nd doubty ~had claim’d’ the fai:;ie
| or
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for Life, and perpetuated Mifery to future
Generations. Thefe are Privileges - that can
never he refum’d, or refufed, withour grear
Danger, Courage,and upfhaken Probity. ™ Ho-
aeft and Brave Men indeed, would {how their
Refentments, and Exclaim againft fuch facal
iPower ; but their Rage would ‘be Impotent,
land their Zeal Ineffeétual.  The Prevaleaceof
 Corruption, which would fart upevery where
ifrom {uch an Enabling Grant, would give it a
lafting Sanction ; Penfions would Debauch
{Mens Virtue, and Debauchery make them-
{Fafy, and Abjett in their Slavery. Had I
llived in the Reign of Henry the Fifth, I had
certainly oppofed the Grant of Tumnage, and
| Poundage for Life,tho’ he.was an Excellent and
ta moft Virtuous King. Or hadI fatin Parlia-
iment in his Son Henry the Sixth’s time, I
tthould cereainly ¢ unlefs I had been a
iPenfioner ) have Voted for the Refuming thas
iGrant for Life, for his weak Condu& and In-
lability o ferve his Couptry. We find, and
{Experience, that this Grant to Henry the Fifth,
iwas a Leading Grant ; but an Inflance of fuch
la Refumption, as there was from Hensry the-
iSixeh, does no where, that ¥ know of, appear
upon Record. But to what end my Lord,
dhould an Eftablilhment for Life be .made,
where a Prince defigns nothing but the Hap-
pincis of, his Peaple¢ If he hasa Rea! neceflity
sor Mongy, His wants will be fupply’d ; but
20 Independancy for Lite, may produce  fad-

% . | C Oll-
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{Confequences, in Enterprizing and Ambiciou:
Hands, and very much endanger the fafety o
the Conftitution, We find the Parliament it
Charles the Firft’s time, exceeding Jealous of
their Privileges; they thought. their "Kighe:
invaded: And Infifted on a Redrefs of Grie-
vances before they would Arm him with 3
Force for Life, to make their Petitions inef
feftual: And accordingly, the Tonnage Bil
was allow’d only from year o jear. I remem:
her, it was.the faying of a Worthy Patrior in
King Willians's time, that he was always againfi
the Sufpenfion of. the Habeas Corpus Act ; and
oppofed the Effablilbment of the Civil Lift:
No one was a more hearty Friend tothat King,
nor more Zealous for the Conftitution. Could
any Prince expect fuch extraordinary Marks o
Favour, and be trufied with fuch Power; wel
‘might that Admirable and Excellent Princé
be trulted, and expe&t them, whofe Life was
one continued courfe of Virtue; Honour,
Liberty, and AffeCtionate Regard for the good
of his Country. Bur hé was Apprehenfive o
the Example. He was affraid of Opprefhion,
and dreaded fuch an effeCtual 4éilsiry ro Cor-
rupt, and the confequences of this Corruption
Poverty and Ruin: 1 am fully perfuaded,
that - we might fafely truft chefabfolute dif
pofal of our Lifes and Fortures in the Hand:
of his prefent Majefty ;. I am fure we migh
well rely upon his Wifdom, Goodnels ane
Moderation, - But my Lord, can ‘-E}%m{t’:tt
- )1 (]
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Po{’teruy ive-us the affurance, that the
néxt Succeffor daes, of Exermﬁng all” thefe
Virtues, * for our Intereft and Advantagef*
1W1thout fuch” Aﬁ'urance, fuch - Conﬁdcncge
would be Fatal; and pave the way in after
Ages, to Oppreﬁion leery, and Ruin. 'Sa-
cred Hiftofy informs us, that Solomos was
fucceeded by Rehobo:zm Whofe Sceptre, like
the Furies, ‘was a Whlp with many Scorpions,
The Roman HiltSries are Black, and Dreadful,
with the Crimes of their Abandond Prmces,
But let Tiberius be their Reprefentative, not-
jmthﬂ.amlng the deteftable Flattery of Pater-
culus.” Tacsrus, whol&'Credit is Unqueftiona-
ble, will mform s of hisfhameful leﬁmula.-
tion, and wicked Screening Plancins, thé
Poy (oner, 'of Germanicus, from the Unwerfal

Cry for ]uﬁlce ‘We fhall ind Him- {lothful,
Retiring'from all Bufinefs, and addicted to h;s
Pleafurés 5 and fee Him a]togethcr given up to
the ‘Counfels of Sejanys , that Abominable
Statefman? and OP reﬂ'or of hlS (.ountry
‘The Se/eatidie are all Infamous and the Ling
of Prolemy fiill more Corrupt and Execrable.
If we look into our own Annals,” How few of
our'own Princes {hall We find even Talerable?
Even Edward cthe Firft, and Edward the ‘fhird,
Invaded tlie Propertles of their Subjes ;
Henry the Fifch involved us in unneceffary and
deﬁru&we Wars; Henr] the ]‘.‘ceventh poiluted
Kis Sacred: Hands with mean and 'unworthy
Enbes ; Queen Elizaberh toofar extended Pre-
- , B rogatwe-
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rogative ; and Charles the Firft lavifh’d im.
meénfe Sums on his Favourite,” which were
fpent in Corrupting the Subje&, to Encou.
rage Faltion, and Intraduce Arbitrary Power,
The Policy of our Parliaments has been al-
ways Thown in making their Conceflions only
temporary and occafional : The compafs of 2
Tear has been thought fufficient for the trial
of any Extraordinary alteration in the Con-
ftitution, and by that means the Power pre-
ferv’d of making proper Regulations, fthould
any unforefeen Milchiefs, or Inconveniencies
arife, Nay, my Lord, fo very Cautious have
our Anceftors been, that in any confiderable,
and important Matter, they would firft Ad-
vife with the Body of the People before they
paft it into a Law; They would have their
Confent, and thought themielves bound in
Juftice and Honour, asthey wereonly Repre-
{entatives, to Canfult their Counties, and gain
the- Approbation of All, where All were
equally concern’d in point of Intereft. And
even in the Cafe of Subfidies, They have taken
the Diretion of their Principals, before they
would give a Parliamentary Sanétion, for fear
of Burdening , and Diftrefling the Subjedt,
whofe Intereft only, was the End of their
Commiflion. But fuppofe, my Lord, no Pre.
fident would be ever made of any Extraordi-
nary Grant; yet when Exceflive Power is once
Granted, How liable is it to be abufed by
Crafty and Defigning Statefmen, who have

. | nothing
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fiothidg of the Publick at Heare, but its Ho-
nouts and Revenues ? A Prefident perhaps will
be needlefs; and the prefent Execution, de-
ftroy all poffibility of future Oppofition. Such
Ufes may be made, as may prove fatal to Li-
berty ; and fuch Corruptions introduced, as
may make Slavery defirable. No Grant has
been ever obtain’d, but thé Good of the Pub-
lick has been pretended ; fomething Ufeful has
been promifed ; and wonderful Civilities have
pafsS’d between the Prince and People. But
how feldom have the Confiderations of thefe
Grants been obferv’d? When Harry the Eighth
had a defign upon the Abby Lands, the {peci-
ous pretence of the Court, was the Service of
the Nation ; They inform’d the Houfe, that
no King or Kingdom could be fate, where
there was not a fufficient Provifion for the
King’s Revenue, to Defend his Subjelts from
Invafions and Ianfurreftions ; to Aid his Confe-
derates ; and Reward his well-deferving Ser
vants : They Reprefented on the Grant of
thefe Lands, the Money arifing from the Sale,
{hould not be converted to private Ufes, but
expended only for the wellfare of the People:
That no more Subfidies fhould be demanded ;
but a Body of Forty Thoufand Men fhould be
matintain’d by this Treafure,for the Benefit of
the Conttitution, and the Security of their
Liberties. The Abby-Lands were Granted,
ne Good was done: But the Money was
wretchedly mifapply’d in the Luxury of the

B2 Court



Court, and Corruption of their Dependants;
And foon afier an A& was made to fupply
Deficiencies, notwithftanding thus much had
been 10 generoufly Granted.  But. to Sum up
what has been {aid; Prefidents of an exrraor-
dinary Nature {hould never be made without
an abfolute Neceffity ; fhould there be {uch a
‘Necellity, the People in prudence fhould be
Brft Tonfulted ; fhould they approve them;
yer, if it be poflible, the Provifions fhould be
only temporary and occafional ; “upon account
of Cdrruption, and Abule of the beft Infti-
tutions But whenever fuch Abufes happen,
Refumptions fhould be made; and all proper
Meafurss taken to free the People from Vexa-
tion, Injury, and Oppreflion. T am,

Your Lordfhip’s,

.
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of ﬂ’a{}' LORD} . , : , i .
HE A& of Settlement, being now if
every ones handyand its Wifdomgreatly

celebrated ; my Gratitude to thofe noble Pas

eriots, that contriv’d and paft chis iaw, obliges
me to pay them my fincere and jult Acknows
ledgments, for their Virtue, and publick Spis
git. - Never {urely was there a finer-firain of

Policy, than in thefe Provifions for the Liberty

and Interefts of the Nation. The Dangers

that threatned us, from Poperyand Arbitrary

Power, made the Limitation of the Crown

in .a Proteftant Famuly abfolutely neceflary;

and the Inconveniencies that had been feen 10

our owq, and other Nations, in the Admifh-

on ¢f a Foreign Prince to the Throne, requir’d

a Suitable, and Proportionable Remedy. For

thefe Reafons, that moft Excellent Patriot, the

Lord Sommers,.caft abour, to. make fuch an

Eftablifhment that {hould be Eafy to the Suc-

ceflory ‘and Beneficial to the People. He well

knew thie Iberties of the Nation, could never
be {ufficiently guarded : He had feen and was

Wife by the Misfortunes of other Kingdoms ;

and gave us at length this further Security for

our Rights and Privileges. Glad was that

Incomparable Man, King William, te thow his

Love to his People, in his kind Regard té

- S a thelr
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their future Happinefs. He faw thefe wife
Limitations, he approv’d them, and blefs’d
the Nation 1o the Confirmation of them. The
firft and moft Important thing that employ’d
their Thoughts, was the Care of the Efia-
blifh'd Church. Religion, they well knew,
took up our greateft Regard, and challeng’d
our fincereft AffeGtion. This Influences our
A&ions, and Dire&s our €Condu&. OQur Be-
haviour is good or bad, as we are affe¢ted by
it. And Humanity or Cruelty, Goodnefs or
Il-narure, areftill Prevalent, according to the
firength of the Impreflions it has made upon
us. Chriftianity every where Recommends
Peace and Charity ; and propofes our Happi-
nefs in this World, as well ds 1n the nexe, It
wouid modetate the fiercenels of Mens Tem-
pers, and make them Kind, Beneficent, and
Affabie. It teaches Forbearance, and abhors
Perfecution of every kind: And 1s fure to
make infinite allowances for the Opinions and
Errors of Mankind which are Immaterial,
Unavoidable, or Effential to Human Nature.
The Church of Ewngland, would Imitate this
Pattern. Qur Articles, as they have been ex-
plain’d by a late Incomparable Prelate/Sare full
of Wifdom, Gentlenefs and good Nature.
They allow Men the Freedom of their Reafon,
and generoufly encourage our fearches after
Truth. They claim no extravagant Powers
over the Conicience of the People, nor Fetter
the Underftanding with Peral Teffs, and en-

f\ gr—@wrm/h /3/) %courage
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courage Iniquity, by enlarging the Scene for
Hypocrify and Diffimulation. Reafon firft
ponted out the Reformation, and Policy cen-
firm’d it. We are now happy in the Confe-
quences of Henry the Eighth’s Paflions ; in the
Concurrency of Intereft in our Nobles, and
the Jealoufies of Queen Elizaberh. Had not
TLove and Revenge been Predominant; had
not the Abbey Lands allur’d, and the fears of
the Succeflion from the Combination of Fo-
reign Princes, made the Defertion from the
See of Rome altogether neceflary, Superftition
and Ignorance perhaps had yet prevail’d, and
Cruelty and Perfecution concurr’d to have
Deftroy’d all Truth and Freedom. But -the
Church being Eftablifh’d, this Eftablithment
was to be preferv’d. The Generality were to
be regarded, and great Deference was to be.
paid to their Opisions. Dasvéla and Cardinal
Bentivogliohad inform’d them, that the Prince -
fhould fide with- the majority: They had
{een that FHarry the Fourth of Frazsce, was ob-
liged toturn Catholick to fecure the Poffeflion
of the Throne, by f{upporting Eftablifh’d
Pundamentals ; they found it neceflary, thae
Antient Ufage fhould be Countenanced, and
that adhering to the Church of Enpland
would beft promote Peace, ard draw many
aver to the Principles avow’d, and encouraged
by-the Soveraign. This they. judg’d proper
to.quiet Mens tears and fufpicions, and pre-
vent thofe Tumults and "Diforders which

would
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would unavoidably follow 3 was the Pmnee
of'a contraty Berfuafion, or mamtam’d Rrin-
ciples different from thofe of the majority - of
his People. A Religious Popifh Printe is ines
yitably Damn’d, if he does not Deftroy Us.
And a Duflenting Prince would Contmuaﬂy
alarm us, and be always attempting confidera-
Ble Innovatians. Such an Umformlty then in
the Prince is altogether neceffal y. ’Tis his
Intereft and the Nations. " The Church ang
State are both Interwoven; their Conftitu-
tions are builcupon the fame Policy, and ex-
altly correfpond in’ the reafon of theif Eft4-
blifhments. The Government, and Submdl-
pation of both agree together.” Nor caii' one
be laid afide, without an Alterdtion 1n the
pthee. From hence then we may fee the
Wifdom of the ficft Claufe (For of the Policy
only I heretreat Y That whoever comes to thé
Pofefiion of the Crown, fhall join in Commu-
nion with the Church of England as by Liaw
Eftablifb’d. Next, my Lord follows - the
Claufe that relates to our Conda& to Foreign
Powers. Therefore ’tis Baafted, That when-
ever the Crown fhall come "to any Perion, not
being a Native, that this Nation be not obliged
to engage in any War for the Defence of any
Domunions, ar Territories, which do not be-
long to the Crown of England without con-
{ent of Parliament. This isg “Provifion ‘that
can never be too much Admir’d and Extoli’d ;

and is full of Wifdom; and AffeCtionate con-
' CErT
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pern for the Publick Wellfare. The Interefts
of  Princes continually vary, and are in perpe-
gual Motion. The Ambition of One puts All
into. an Alarm. ~Their Paflions, like their
Titles are Greit, and Mighty, and are fel-
dom capable of being Quieted, and receiving
Satisfition. I.et a Prince be never {9 Goo
himfelf , Let him be never fo Peaceful;, Reli-
gious and Humane; Let him obferve Trea-

ties, and keep his Faith with Neighbourigg

Potentates ; yet if any of thefe are Enterpri-
zing'; If Ambition, Vice, "ar Ignorance o
true Folicy once fake poffeffion of them ; How
foon will the Scene change ; and Death, War,
and Defolarion ravage the Peace of Countries ¢
Since the Views, Tempefs, and Inclinations
of Princes are fo Different; fo often fhift-
ing, and blown about with the breath of
Flattery, or Intereft ; How wifely Do we
Guard againft Engaging in Competitions of
this Mature; and fhun all Difputes unneceffary,
or prejudicial to our Real Advantage? Sparx
in a great meafure owes ifs Slivery and Op-
preffion to this Misfortupe. Charles the Fifth
1n his defigns on France, in’ his Infurreftions
it Flanders, and Acrempts on the German Prin-
ces, impoverifh’d chofe Noble States, of 4r-
ragon, Valencig, and Caftile ; dnd finally intro-
‘duced on thdt Ympoverithment , Arbitrary
Power, angd Deltru&ive Tyranny. The
jultly, and wifely indeed at firft Remonfifated,
that they would grant no Money ﬁitho,ui 2
. gt " Re
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Redrefs of Grievances, of which this of En.
gaging them in Foreign Wars, wasone of the
chief: But their Complaints were little regard-
ed, when He was fupported by a formidable
Army, and a Corrupt majority in one of their
Cortes. When Philip the Second, Married
our Queen Maury, that fubtile Politician Gardi-
#er, took care to provide in: the Marriage Ar-
ticles, that all Places of Truft and Profit,
fhould fill be in the hands of the Englifb, and
that fhe Nation, fhould not be engaged in
every War, where he was concern’d, without
confent of Parliament. Thefe Articles have
been always celebrated by Hiftorians, and
efteem’d Prefervatives of this Noble Conftitu-
tion, But notwithftanding thefe Regulations,
yet thofe Sums of Money that Puilip diltribu-
ted, deftioy’d thofe admirable Proviftons, and
gain’d the Affiftance gf a Corrupted Parlia-
ment, to engage us in a War with France,
w hich, notwithftanding our Succefs at firlt,
prov’d prejudicial to us, and put an end to all
our Pofleffions in that Country, in our Lofs of
Czlais. The third Claufe is, That noPerfon,
who fhall hereafter come to the poffeflion of
this Crown, fhall go out of the Dominions of
Engiand, Scotland, or Ireland, without Con-
fent of Parliament. My Lord, I am now
upon a tender point, becaufe the Legiflature
has thought fir to Repeal this part. But in-
deed the Reafons of State costinually alter,
ard that fhall be Good Policy at one junture,

that



( 19 )

¢hat thall be Ruinous at another. “The Reflex-
ion, I 'réimeniber; I made fordierly upon chis
Brarich,was;that thisProvifion was made meré-
ly for the (ike of the People ; abftraltedly and
dbfolutely for their Advantage. It had beeD
feen in the time of Phélip the Second, ~that
Flanders fuffer’d infinite Calamities from the
Abfeiice of theit Prince ; That Spaiz under
Chirtes the Fifth, and Germany, and the Low-
Countries in their turas, were miferably difor-
der’d by the fubfiitation of Governors un-
equal to the Charge of fuch mighty Nations-:
It appear’d that thele Lieutendnts, or Cuffodes
Regni, were. Ambitious, Ignorant, or Cor-
rupt; that they were altuated by Avarice, or
mean Parfuits, and Infolently made ufe of that
Extent of Power in the violation of the Laws,
and oppreffion of the People. - It was well
confider’d, that their Wealth by this means
was exparted, that Trade decay’d, incompati-
ble Interefts were encouraged, and every in.
convenience and miisfortune introduced, that
make a negleed, impoveri{h’d, and difcon-
tenied People ftill more miferable. . But the
Preamble, my Lord, of this A& of Repeal
has furnifb’d me with fome Reafons, which
before had efcap’d my obfervation; and
thofe are, a Great "Regard tq the ’Kina"’s
Foreign Interefts, and the - uadoubted
Right and Privilege of our Kings to be free
and unreftrain’d. " “Thefe Reafons are certajn-
ly to have their proper weight, Bur with

C 2 fub.
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fubmiffion, my Lord, every Limitatiod ii
this A&, isa Reftraint of Prerogative, and ant
Abridgment of the King’s Abfolite Freedom,
But upon thefe Confideidtions, His Majefty
bas an entire Liberty of Leaving the King--
dom whenever he thinks fit. Bat, my Ldrd,
had not we had the good Fortune td have been
bleft with fiich an Excelleatr and Adirable
Prince, to bé His Majefty’s Delegate and Suc-
ceffor, I am perfuaded, tho’ ouf Daty, and
Honour to the King, are exceeding Great, we
thould have had thac Regard for our felves as
to have kept this Branch in foice; We fhould
never have confented to expoft the wellfare of
the Nation, to fuch dreadful Dargeis of Plots
at Land, and Storms at Sea; and Have been
io partial to ourows Happinefs, thar nothing
fhouid have prevail’d ugon us to lofe one tho:
meat, the poficffion of {o Gracious,and foGood
a King. But indeed we have received {o much
benefit from this Repeal, in thofe Tréatiés and
Negotiations by this means concluded, that
we’ can never be fenfible enough of the Blef-
fing of this Abrdgation, nor thank his Good-
aefs and Courdge for Hazarding Himflf fa

reatly merely for gur Service and Advantage.
The fourth Claufe is, That all Matters relas
ting to the well Governing of thevKiggdom-{
cognizable in the Privy Council by the Laws
of the Land, fhall be tranfalied there; and
all Befolutions taken theréupon, fhall be Sign’d
by fuch of the Privy Council, as Ihal_l*Adfriis

] ) IR - ' . } an
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ind Confent to the farie. ~ This, id my hum.
ble opiion, is odeof the Fineft Provifions in
the World againft Aribitious, and Enterprizing
Minifters. It corfifts of two Branthes; one,that
the Privy-Council detetmiine in chieir proper
Place, thie Bufinefs thidr belongs vo them, to pre-
yent all Clandeftine Meetings of Caballing
State{men ; and the other, thdt each Privy-
Counfellor, fhall Sigii the Advice he gives, tG
hindeér any extravdgant and pethicious Refolu-
rions, by makifig the Authors appear, and
therefore liable to dnfwer for the Confequences,
of thofe Refolutions:  This is~di‘fe&iyqev§ll’d
againft all Favourites; who have often,eithet to.
Indulge thicir own Defigns, or chofe of thieir.
Prince, in a fecret manner advifed the Intro-
duttion of Arbitriry Power, the Sale of *Tmi-
portarit Plices to Foreign States, violent Sei:
sures of Propetty, Declarations of unneceflary
and Deftru¢tive Wars, or confented to an In.
famous and Execrable Peace, and conftantly
promoted thofe Counfels that have been fatal
to the true Eiterefls of the Natioh, and been
the occafion of much Mifery and Calatmity.
In che Reigns of Charles, and Fames the Second,
many. Wicked add Tyrannical things werg
Advifed and Executed. But when the World
vegui to bealarm’d dt fuch proceedings : Thé
Privy Courfellors endeavoured to fling off the
Odium ftom theinfelves, and prétended eithér
that*they had givén contrary Advice, or elfe
thag “theéy were Abfent as thetime when th?fc‘

e e s AADIWIL At . Reelo.
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Refolutions were made. To Remedy thete.
fore thefe Mifchiefs, this N oble Claufe wasin.
ferted. And indeed it was abfolutely neceffary,
“The Behaviour of Mintifters,is fo remgv’d from
the Day light, even of good Underftandings.
15 fofull of Art; Finenefs, and Management,
that we can never have Security enough for
their good Conduct. State Contrivances, like
White Powder, .effeltually deftroy, but make
no Repart. We may be Ruin’d and Eaflavd,
and the Altor ftand fo far behind the Curtain,
that he can never poffibly be known : But
now, my Lord, fhould ady Privy Couafellor
give his Advice, thar Meafures fhould be
taken, to get Parliamentary Sanftions, -that
fhould make. the Prince Independant of his
People; that Immenfe Sums {hould be rais’d,
¢ enable his Minifters to-bribe, and corrapt
the Subje®; and by that means make furthet
Inroads on our Property ; that the Smyras
Eicet {hould be attack’d, withoutany previous
Fleclaration of War ; that our Fortunes and
Eftates fhould be violently feized, or more in-
famoully taken from us by the Specioufnefs of
Vile Fraud, and {uch Fraud openly avow'd,
or Artiully Deféended; fhould Denkirk be
Rafely deliver’d up; fhould Arbitrary Power
be Counfell’d to be introduced by Penfions;
and a corrupt Parliament continued for
Eighteen years: Should, my Lord, {fucl
Counfel be ever given again, either by a Fa
vourite, or a Cabal, eicher. from the Igno:
' - fance
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agce-of the trueInterefts of the Nation, or
sway’d by the Artifices of Foreign Minilters 5
then by this Claufe fuchk Privy-Counfellors,
ftand equfed to  our Refentmepts;‘ they,z;
their Accomplices,-: theit Screens, and.all:
Affliftants, or- Favourers, make themfelves.
liable to our ﬂage;and- Indignation, and will
undoubtedly in all fuch Cafes Rouze the
Vengeance, of a Jealons Parliament, in de-
manding Juftice by 2 Warm, Laudable, and
Neceffary Impeachment : An Impeachment,
that by a Subfequent Claufe muft be altogether .
effeCtual, the Prince not being capable of Par-.
doning their Offence: An Impeachment, that
would fave and rejoyce their Injur'd Country,
and make them Venerable to Remote: Pofte-
rity 3 and the neglect of which may perhaps.
involve them in the fame Guilt, and make
them Partakers of their Crimes, Infamy and
certain Ruin. Thus Wile and Excellent is this
Provifion againft Crafty and- Defigning Mi-
niflers. Next- follows the Claufe, That no
Alien, tho’ Naturalized, fhall be capable of
being of the Privy Council, or Member of
cither Houfe of PFarliament, or Enjoy any
Office or Place of Truft, Civil or Military ;
or have a Grant of Lands, Tenements, or
Hereditaments, from the Crown to Himf{elf,
- or others in Truft for him. Can any thing
- be more Exprefs, Comprehenfive, and more
- Guarded? Can this Law be capable of being
evaded? I¢hink not, Unlefs the Chiidren of
O - Fo-
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Foreiga Ladies; that fhall be made E’eereﬂ'es;
{hali be aﬂow’é the Hommr of a Seat in Par.
liament. The Policy of thils Branch is: Bxs
treamly Plain and. vadent It has been a
ftanding Maxim for thefe Jaft Ages in the
Church of Rome, which I fake to Be the Pac-
tern of Reﬁn’d Roliticks, never to adrmt
Jefuit, or a Foreigner to the Papal Chair, bI.Il:’
always to choofe one of their own Cauntpy

The Conclave would othegwife be full of Fo-
reign Cardinals, or thofe of that Order, and
for ever exclude the Ialians from any preten-
fions tor the future. Poswer, Honour and
Profit, would be turn’d into ether Channels,
and many Pra&ices would perhaps be fet on
foor, that might endanger their fine {pun

Syftem, and introduce rncu’c Faral IDIlOVatIOI]S.
All Men have a partiality to their Coyntry. let
the Motives and Caufes be what they will ;
either a Prejudice for their Wifdom, Aﬂ'e&wn
to their Perfons, or a Regard to their own
Safety in a powerful and firict Combination ;
They are all fure to feck the Afliftance, and
encourage the Purfuits, of their own Natioq.
The Senate, under fome of the Romaz Em-
perors, thar were Foreigners, ( for foI call
the Galls, Gerneans, dand the Northern Hive,
tho’ all the Empire was made free of Romee, if
I miltake not, by Marcus Antoninus) was ﬁll’d
with thofe of thcu' Refpe&ive Countries. This
induced Conzempt, made the other Senators
weak, and mconfiderable, and was thc o;cau

o1



fion of much Animofity and Diforder. And
indeed it feems to be unavoidable. For Fo-
reigners having no Knowledge of the true
Interefts of fuch a State, or if they had, would
fhow perhaps but lictle Regard to ir, for the
molt part bring with them incompatible
Views, and promote Counfels deftrultive of
the Happinefs and Wellfare of the Kingdom.
They attend to nothing but - their awn Profit,
and Enrichment, in taking Bribes, and felling
Court Favour: They are intent upon obtain-
ing {ome extravagant beneﬁg§§1 Grantg, and
have nothing lefs 4t Heart than the Profperity
of their Couantry, where they are privilege_g!
to Refide. They confider fuch a State, as the
Tfraelives did the Egyptians; Admirable, and
Lawful Plunder, and Rejoyce in their Spoils,
as Providential Conceffions. Let the Duke of
Alva in Flanders, and Philip de Chevers, Charles
the Fifth’s Prime Minifter in Spain, witnefs
this truch. Let them teach the World by their
Conduét, that Rapine, Cruelty and Arbitrary
Power, are the neceffary effeCts of Fareign
Counfels. Let them juftify the wifdom of
this Limitation, and inculcate its ftrit ‘obfer-
vation.  What Confufion and Calamities were
brought upon the Nation in King Stephen’s
rime, by his Statefmen that were Aliens?
‘Were" got their Infolence, Avarice, and Am-
bition infupportable ? And did not’ thofe Ani-
mofjties eﬁiin an Infurreftion? Thofe Grie-
vances were Exceffive, and the Refentments,
3 D Juff
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_Juft, and proportion’d to the Offence, Wifely
then did Gardiner 1n Queen Mary’s time infift
“on this Condition, and Happy were the Con-
fequences of that Prudent and Reafonable
Regulation. The next Branch is, That no
“Perfon, who has an Office, or a Place of Pro-
fir ynder the King ; or receives a Pexffor from
the Crown, fhall be capable of forving as a
Member of the Houfe of Commons, How
‘Wife, and Excellent this Provifion is, would
be almoft Impudence in me to pretend to point
out . ’tis fuch a Fundamental, and fo Glorious
a Bulwarkto our Liberties. ’Tis full of Wif-
dom, Virtue, and Publick Spirit. °Tis faid
of oneof the Roman Emperors, that He order’d
that noble Precept of the Gofpel, Do « jou
wewld be doxe by, to be Grav’d in Gold, and
$ix’d up in Publick. This Claufe in Brafs, fet

-
. m e w4 -

up in the Houfe of Commons, would laft full
as long, and be an Admirable Remembrance
and Incitement to Pofterity, to imitate the
Probity of theirGreat Forefathers. This -can
never e too much Read, Talkd of, and In-
culcated. Heace Corruption is Banifl’d, and
Virtue Defended ; Liberty triumphs over Ame
bitioni, and Avarice yields to Publick Spirit.
This therefore is the Prefervative of .the Con-
ftiriition, and a Guard againft the Great Stand-
ing Army of a Defigning Court. The firf
part is to Defend us againit Perfons in Places of
Profit and Advantage. Thefe may be call’d
the Heavy Arm’d Foot, a Force, that is not
- | caliiy
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eafily Routed. TheSecond is again{t Penlion-
ers, whom we may juftly Rag%e under the
Light Horfe, or Dragoons; Perfons that by
long Exercife can Mount, or Difmouny readily
at Command. Thefe are not Quite {0 Dreadful
as theHeavy-Arm’d;becaufe they have not that
ftrength of Multitude, which the others have;
for the Poot being compleat, and {trongly
united within themfelves, receive new foice
from their Numbers, and become Terrible by
the Addition of frefh Supplies, and Potent
Auxiliaries. But the Horfe, by being fre-
quently upon Parties, and Forraging at a
Diftance, are often cut off, and their Service
ever after is entirely loft. Therefore, my Lotd,
Ifay, that Perfons that have Places of Profit,
are more Dangerous: They have always great
Numbers of Dependants ; their Power {preads
wide, and commands an Abfolute Submiffion
from their Adherents. A Penfioner has no-
‘thing but his Stipend ; He has no opportunie
ties of receiving Application, or Gratifying
the Expetations of the People; He has no-
thing to beftow, and confequently will be
troubled with few Petitioners. Therefore this
Claufe juftly gives thePrecedence to the Gentle-
men of profitable Pofts: Theyare Rank’d firft';
and their Influence and Power, is principally
to be guarded againft, Upon this Ground,IPro-
fefs, Lalways conftrued this A&, as an Abfo-
folute Difqualification of fuch Feudatories, and
not an Occalional Vacating of cheir Seat in

D2 - Pare
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Parliament. = But, my Lord; I have been ii:
form’d, that the Houife has made a moft Inge-
‘niods and Excellent Expofition of this Pdrt ;
and Refolv’d that fuch an Acceptance {hall on-
Iy cairfe 2 new Ele&ion: But yet the fame Per-
{fon may Be, and I may fay, {hall be chofe a-
- gain ; without this, the Court would lofe the
- Affiftance of their Ableft -Men; and Be un-
done by their Friend{hip, and Generofity ;
which would exceedingly grieve all true Lovers
of “their Country. Davilz obferves, that Ka-
tharine de Medicss, 2 moft profound Politician,
chofe to give Mén of the greateft Birth, Eftates,
and Worth, the Places of molt Profit. and Im-
portance. This pleas’d the Fondnefs, and fa-
tisfy’d the Sufpicions of the People, Engaged
thole that were Advanced in her Intereits,
voiiceal’d her own Deligns, and gave her by
this means an opportunity of Eftablifhing an
Abfolute and Defpotick Authority. * Worth

‘Men did not fufpect.her Deceit, the Rich ang
‘Noble were well pleds'd in fharing the Profits
and Honours of the State; but yer unhappily
to operated to raife that Ambition, which at
laft prov®d Fatal to them 4l As to Penfioners,
one ‘can {carce tell whether they are morg
to be Pitied, or Defpisd. Unhappy Men;
Who heap up troitbles for themfelves, and
entail mifery an their Children.  They
perpetually Vore againft Convittien, and
Sin againft- Reafon ; they profticute their

El

'~ Underftandings for a precarious Stigend, to be
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{pent pérhiaps in Viee orf Luxury;.and  feil
their Innocent Pofterity for the Gratifications
of Avarice or Pride, They live Miferable
Slaves, and are Gall’d with a thoufand Difquie-
tudes of Mind ; Care and Difcontent are their
Companions, Reproach and Infamy- their
Rewatd. Innumerable Fears furround them,
and the Importundte Statefman ftill haunts
their  Midnight Dreams, and veheméntly
Demands their Service. ¢ To morrow fays the
¢.Guilty Miniiter, Abfolves, or Condemnsme 3
¢ Glofs well my Conduct, and Gild myVillainy.
¢ "Tis true, mylnjur’d Country Cries aloud for
¢ Juftice, but that Juftice muft not yet be paid.:
¢ Be now my Friend; Cover my Shame, and
¢ protect my Crimes; Wealth and Honour {hall
“ be your Reward, Power and Revenge {hall be
¢ your Safety’. The wretched Penfioner con-
{ents, Refolves, agd Cries, not Guilty. "But
ftrait his Thoughts change ; His Innocent, In-.
jured Counrtry odecomes- his Suppliant, ‘and
demands the punifbment of 1ts Parricides.
¢ Pity, fays the, your Venerableand Afflicted
¢ Mother, now {truggling again{t Fraud, Cor-
¢ ruption and Opprefhion. Think, my Son,
¢ of my paft Glory’ and my prefent Mifery.
¢ Now you fee me Wretched, Ruin’d, and
¢ Undone. ' You hear my Feeble Voice, which
¢ fhortly {hall be no more. - Corruption has
¢ weal’ned, and oppreflion overwhelm’d me. .
¢ “Think inchis Sentence, multitudes are con-
. ¢ cern’dyand Pofterity fhall be involv’d. From -
. | you
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¢ yau they demand Juftice, and feek fafety.
¢ Confider the Bleflings I have freely given,
¢ and what you may infamoufly lofe, Life,
¢ Property, and Liberty. Be then a Friend
¢ to Virtue, and punifh Guile. Raife up my
< Drooping Head, and dry my Tears., Re-
¢ ceive the Applaufes of Mankind, and fly
¢ the Participation of Wickedne(s, Infamy,
¢ and Mifery’. What fhall he fiy, or how
anfwer the cries of Millions Ruin’d, and fa-
tisfy the Sollicitations of his craving Paffions ?
He is Coufcious of his paft Crimes, and fears
Punifhment: His Penfion muft be loft, or a
new Path of Probity muft be trod; he fees
Integrity flighted and unfuccefsful ; he refolves
therefore to Screen the Villain, and plunges
his Ponyard ftill deeper into Liberty and Vir-
tue, and his Injur’d Country muft fill fuffer
more, for having fuffer’d thus much already.
This our Pathers have told us, was the Cafe
of Penfionersin the Days of Old. Shall Equi-
page, Balls, Court-Smiles, or Luxurious En-
tertaioments, Enflave our Virtue? Shall a
Penfion make us Renounce our Reafon, forfake
Honefty, Betray our Country, and Subject
us to Eternal Care, Apprehenfion and Re:
proach, for trifles only, or the Favour of a
Wicked and Fantaftick Statefman ? No fursly,
‘racher let Poverty be our Choice, and Liberty
our Reward. But, my Lord, thefe are the
juft Notions of the prefent Age. *Tis our
good Fortune ta live in Repablica Plata_;zz'g
ail
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and not in Fare Romuli. We Have a jult abs
horence of thefe Pra&ices, and deteft fuch
Corpuptions ; but yet thefe Provifions are ab-
folutely neceflary : The Execrable Policy -of
Charles the Second’s Reign, Authorize, and
Demand the greateft Caution and Security,
Men were fo Corrupted in shat Age, that they
forgot the Commen Delicacy, and Prudence
of Iniquity ; ‘theif-Names were openly, and
regularly Regiftred, like the Soldiers of an
Army. They blufh’d not at the Infamy of
being Recorded ; they defpis’d the Folly of
the World, in not beiag as Impudent, and
wicked .as themfelves, and Laugh’d at that
Idle Pun&illio, which Commines mentions, ‘of
Lord Haftings, in not fuflering his Name to
be expos’d in the Roll of Penfioners, Retain™d
by Lewis the French King, -But they were {afé
in their majority, and confiderable by their
Crimes. ‘The Nation, my Lord, being thus
{fecured as to Religion, and Foreign States,
and a firong Guard fet abopt Prerogative, and
Enterprizing Miniftersof .all kinds, to prevent
their Corrupting the Legiflature, and giving
Deftructive Counfel; The nextcare, is thatof
the Diftribution of Juftice, in which fuch
Regulations were to-be made, that the Ballance
might be kept as even as poflible, between the
King and :the People. Accordingly tis ‘En-
acted, that Judges Commiflions{hall be made -
Luam diu [e bewe Geflerint ; Their 'Salavies are
o .be. afcertain’d and-Eftablifh’™ ; bat in ca ﬁ;

I O
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of -ill Condutt, they' are removeable upon
the Addrefs of both Houfes. Gredat have
been the Misfortunes and Oppreffion of the
People, from the Ignorance, Negligence,
or Corruption of our Judges. The %Imd.
nefs or floth of. our Law Sages and the
Sword of Juftice under the Direftion of ct afty
and wicked Statefmen, have produced unfpeak-
able Calamities. The Illegal and Mifchievous
Commiflions in James the Pirlt’s Reign, are
as well known as the Bufinefs of Ship-money.
Who does not Abominate the Condemnation
of Lord Rzffe/, and Deteft the Execution of
Algerncon Sidney, thofe Glorious Mareyrs for
Liberty ¢, Who is nqt acquainted -with the
Diffolution of Corporatians,” and the Under-
minings of the Conftitution, under Charles
and james the Second? The rife of thefe mif-
chiefs was Court Dependancg: The TemptaL
tions of Pawer and Frofit to weak Minds ars
Trreliftible. Such a Sentence, fays the Re-
vengeful and Ambitious Minifter,muft bepaft..
Such a Corporation muft be overturn'd; and a
pew Charter for our Creatures Eﬁabh[h‘d
Such Law muft be Inculcated, and fach Obe-
dience enforc’d.: Immfzdlately thefe Charters
are found faulty, a violent Ufurpation has
been made upon the Crown, and ‘their Fran~
chifes are feized ; unheard of Dotrines are
advaned,. and ﬁrange Judgments are pro-
nounged ; thus is the {eat of “Juftice defil'd by
Bear qr _Corrupuon. How féw, like I;Iﬁleﬁ
' 2
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[hall we find Wife and Honeft ? -How few like
Holt, Bold and Refolute, that will. Difcounte-
nance all .Application from, Great Men, and-
Hear no-Bufinefs. burin Court2..But how ma=
ny Fomes's, Bramfon's,or Jefferiessarife inevety,
Generation ? Tho’, my Lord,. 1 beg leave'to
fay, I really think our.prefentCourts of _Juftice
caanot:be chang’d, but forthe worfé,. Take
away Fear, and Dependance, -thofe Powerful
Byaffes, and He muft be Abandon’d indeed,
that will be a Knave unneceflarily. Wiicly.
therefore are the Judges Commiffions to be
made.for Life ; This gives Duration to their
Intereft. But when Integrity is not Reward-
ed, and a Man is forc’d to ferve his Country:
for Naught, there we may juftly apprehend a’
Defe&tion fromi Juftice : But when Salaries are
Afcertain’d and Eftablif’d ; when their Sub-
fiftance is no longer precarious, nor dependant
on the Favour of a Miniftry ; when no EX-
traordinary Strains. of Law are expefted, and
Juftice only is to be impartially adminiftred,
How wicked, and profligate muft that Judge
be, that {hall fwerve without any temptation,
from the Rules of Equity and Reafon! The.
Punifhment of fuch a-Perfon, can never be tqo.
{fevere, nar the Example of Cambyfes, in Flea--
ing a Corrupt Judge, be too much Encouraged.
But yet, my Lord, fuch is the Degeneracy of
the World, that many will hang on the falfe
fmiles of Courtiers ; That will Proftitute their
Confcience to Ambition and Avarice; that
. = “will
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will feff the Rights of the People; that will:-
diffolve Corporations,and fhed Innocent Bloods
But then Both Houfes are-to ftang up for their
Country, Theyare to Addrefs the King, and
Remove fuch  abandon’d Creatures without:
the formality of an A& of Parliament.: “Bus,
my Lord, becaufe the Judges ean meddle only:
withordinary Criminals, their jurifdi&ion be-
ing Limited : And becaufe tis exceeding necefs
fary, to prevent or punifh the Ambition, and
Crimes of Great Men, immediately follews
this Incomparable Claufe,. That # Purdoz
undef the Great Seal, fhall be pleadable to an
Impeachment by the Commons int Parliament,
How fat the Prerogative ‘is reftrain’d by this
Branch, muft be left to the Judgment of thofe’
that are better skill’d in the Laws of the Land-
then I am. But of this I'am certain, that the
Terms are Univerfal, and the meaning feems:
to be obvious, that the King’s Pardon, either
before; ot after an Impeachthent, fhall be 1n-
effe@ual. - The Effe@s of fuch Power . are
equally mifchievous, and equally to be guarded
againft. For if this Prerogative remaius, after
a1 Impeachment, and Condemnation; Is 1t
not the fame thing, as if there had been no
Tryal; and a Pardon had been produced at
firft which had taken away the Offence, and
confequently all Power of Proceeding? Or if-
the King’s Right ftill-continues, - of Pardoning;
Ofences, before the Lodging of- an Impeach--
ment, can there ever be a Tryal, when-a-Fa-
vourite
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yourite'will Anticipate: all Enquisy by obtisse
ing fucha preventing' Pardon? Therefore, aiy
L.ord, with gréat Submiffion I-think, Tt feems
highly reafonable.to- expound this Claufe, ds
an’ Atual Abridgmert of the King’s: Power;
to- Pardon ‘either before or after an Impeschs
ment, and to render it of no force and efficacys-
"Tis: true indeed, there 15 a- MaXim of the
Law, That the Prerogative thall be fafe, with-
out an Exprefs. Abrogation ; but then there
is another Maxim, That all Lawsmade in fa-
vour of Liberty, and for the general Good,
fhall be Beneﬁcial'ly Conftrued. AsS _Pre-roga_..
rive is nothing but unwritten Law, to be ex-
ecuted for the benefic of the Community;
that unwricten Law. muft ceafe by a clear Res
velation of it’s Repeal, or its Incompatibility
with the publick I[ntereft. - Pardons of both
kinds have been dotorioufly fatal. Some Art.
ful Minifters have rather+follow’d the Policy,
of -obtaining a Pardon .afloon as- their Crimes
had Incens’d the Parliament ; this put a ftop
to Enquiry, and kept back their formal Accu-
fation to the King. ‘'Their Condué, by being
Unexamin’d, did not appear {o Grofs; and"
they kept fome Credit with the People, be-
caufe the People did not know all-their Vil-
lainy. Others havechofeto try their Intereft
with the Parliament upon. fome extraordinary -
Clamours ;- and hoped, that their Power,
Dependance, -and 'Bribery, would Screen them
fromJuftice. - Some have fortunately fucceeded,

' - and
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and others more juftly Condemnid, but fili
more abfurdly Pardon'd. My Lord Clares-
don blames the Court Policy for Diffolving the
Parliament, when they Exprefs’d their Indig.
nation agaioft the. Duke of Buvkingham. But
certainly much more wrong would it be, to
divert, or oppofe the juft Rage of a whole
Nation, fhould they ever Demand Satisfattion
for the Infamous Condu&t, and Execrable
Corruption of fome Minifters. The Court
may fhift, and ufe Artifices; but the delay of
Puni{fbment would ftill make it more fierce
and terrible, and fharpen the Sword of Juftice
to make it cut more fure and fatal. The Peo-
ple muft and will be fatisfy’d, and then all
your minute Craftfmen in Politicks, muft take
care they are. not born down by the Torrene
of their Indgnation. Thus, my Lord, I have
made anend ; having endeavour’d all | coul’d,
to point out:the Confummate Wildom, and
admirable Policy of this A& of Settlement,
An A&, that will for ever challenge our Gra-
vitude and Honour, and make the Autbors
Immortal. ’Tis & Syftem compil’d from the
Knowledge of Mankiad, and built on the In-
fallible Truths of Reafon, and Obfervation.
Great, Wife, and Good were thefe Patrioss,
and Pofterity thall Record them with Honour:
Happy fhould we be, would Minifters prattice
their Virtue, and imitate their Publick Spirit,
Happy fhould we be, {hould another Sommers
arife ; and another Wharton, direlt our Cois_;?ﬁ-

els,
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els ; whofe Eloquence, and Unfhaken Pros
ity fhould blaft and:beat down Corruption,
ind make Liberty and Virtue appear ftill morg
Amiable. But, my Lord, wehave a Sommers,
ind ‘we have a Wharton.  We-have Patriots
»f equal Wifdem, Integrity'and publick Spitig,
‘hat - fhow :the fame Zeal: for the Service.of

|

Rill many excellent."Champions :for Liberty
1nd publick Good,:'that would. ftem' the Tor:

Danunto Berfbeba. ' Let us applaud their gene:
rous Labours;  and: gratefully -acknowledge
khieit “Applicationy+Zeal, and Unconquerable
Integrity: Their: Condudt {hall: be  greatly
ICelerated by us, andlate Polterity fhall re
imeémhber: them ~ with -Honouir, Effeem, and
Weneratipn, - Tam, -+~ oo

e

My LOR D,
- With the greateft Refpect

heit‘Country ; ‘and:: are alike- Enemies ro.
Fraud,’ ' Guilt, and.:Oppreflion. ; We. have

rent of Iniquity, and Reform the People from

Your 'I..ordfhip’sﬁ.

Pofi-
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POSTSCRIPT.

/ a

Ray, my Lord, as you are excellently
well vers’d 1n all Hiftory, Do me th.
Honour to inform me in your next, whethes
the Church of Reme have not always {hown
their Policy, in promoting Diiputes abaut Re
]igion, when They were mrrjiﬂg o theit
Greateft Villainies ; on purpofe to Draw of
Mens Arrentisn, and weaken the Comnmon
Intereit. All Earope, I think, were fenr in the
Eleventh and T'weltth Centurtes, to the H+4
Land, to Fight for the Sepulchre, when They
were making their greatelt Ufurparsons, and
Chearrns Mankind of their Libersies, and For
tunes ; and by that mecans, Eftablifhed a Lait:
ing Tyraany, and Pcrpetual Oppreflion.
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