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0 promote I’eace and Qmemeﬁ,
to endeavour a Reconciliati-
on aimong Neighbours, is un-

—— doubtedly a Duty incumbent

. on all Mankind ; but furely They, who -
call tbemfelwey tbe Servants of the Lord,
the Succeffors and Followers of the A—

~ poltles, are under a doble Obligation to.
perform this Chriftian Office.  If we
‘make a Scrutiny into the A&ions -and -
Ingratitude of the Inferior Clerg oy, we
/77411 find that, Vzper like, they attempt

2 Co to.
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to fling the Bofom, which took Compaﬂion

them, nourifb’d “em, and gave ’em
|| € 4y # were) Second Lzﬂ' If we fearch
). fix the. Original of onr domeflick Feuds
(- aud perty Quarrels, we Jball difcover
: that they are canfed by the Cbaplam or
*-ome-of Dis Tribe; at leaft it will appear,
that be was the Enconrager, if not the
Author of them. When a Shepherd will
intruft a Wolf with the Care of bis
Flock ;. then 1 fLall confent that a Fricft
may be-a Superintendant of my Family.
Whether it be by Nature or Compa&
I fLall not at prefent enquire 5 but it is
deiion firable beyond Contradi&ion, that a
Pricft is #o fooner admitted into a Fanti-
ly, than be begins to worm himfelf into
ewery Seerct ; and when be has difco-
wered their Fatlmg.r [ for who is there
that does not fall Seventinics every Day?]
be lords it ower them with a Jupercilions
Countenance, and bangbtily ufurps an
“arbitrary Sway. He glovies that be bas.
it in bis Power to create Quarrels, and
foment Animofities 5 be expeCls great Ad-

‘vamage
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wantage from troubled Waters, and,
if Threats will not prewail, creates Di-_
wifion in the Family, difunites the Affe-
&ions, (thofe mmtnal Bands of barmo-
nions Wedlock) and [cruples not to put
afunder whom God has joined, But
thefe Spiritual Bufy-bodies do  ofien
meet with Punifbment, tho not in pro-
portion to their Demerit : The good Man
of the Family (10 ufe the Country Phrafe)
perceiving the Tricks and Artifices of the
well-fed Levite, [ not to mention bis
Amounrs and Intrigues | gives bim a
Dimictis, and reduces bim to bis printi=
tive Neceffity of Freaching and Praying
for Bread. ‘ | |

If as due Care was taken in the Exe-
cution of our Laws, as in the Enalling
them, 1t would conduce much to the Pre-
fervation and Continnance of that Oeco-
nomy and good Order, that Amity and
even Temper, which is requifite in every
Family. There is a Penalty on every
Mafter and Mifirefs, who [ball take any
Servants without a Certificate of their

good
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good Bebaviour from the Ferfon by whom
they were laft employ'd ; and this Law
was thought to be (o reafonable and juf
in its Nature, ((and who can make any
ObjeCtion to it 2) that it affeds all Men
alike : The bigheft Quality are as liable
to this Penalty, as the inferior Subjelts.
If therefore they, who are refolved to
keep Chaplains, (whether from a Motive
of Pride, and to gain the Efteem of the
World, or for Fafbion-(ake only)) would
demand a Certificate from fuch as cringe
fur the Office ; we [bould find few Le-
vites, who could produce Credentials (uf-
ficient to entitle them to a Second Recep-
tion.  Befides, much Confufion and
Heart-burnings might be avoided by com-
plying with this Law ; and much more
be prevented, if no Pricft were admitted
to dire&t or diclate to a Family, but when
be appears in bis confecrated Afylum.
A Levite , take him in the Capacity
of a Chaplain or Parith-Prieft, is but 2
Menial Servant 5 and 1 have met with
one only, (and never heard of another )
why
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who was (o juft to bis own Confcience,
and ingenuons to the World, to confefs
that undeniable Fofition. Will they Freach
or Pray without Hire 2 No. Will they
guide and dired you without 2 Reward ?
No. Are they not maintain’d by the
Parifb, or by fuch Perfons who unbappi-
ly take ’em into their Houfes? No Man
can deny it.  Why therefore fbould they
difown the Appellation, which theirWages
entitles them to? We can affign no other
Reafon than an innate Difpofition to Pride
and Arrogance. If they were kept at
that Diftance,, which is abfolutely necef-
fary for the Humiliation of a Servant,
they would be more mannerly and lefs
afpiring. A Pamper'd Chaplain flatters
bimfelf with baving as much Right to
my Lady’s Favours as her Lap-dog, and
no doubt but be wounld willingly (upply
bis Place ; while the Parifh-Prieft, thro’
onr Indulgence and Familiarity, firft of-
fumesto be onr Equal, and then commands
Admittance to onr Wives and Dangbters.
There is one thing worthy of our Notice |

Clean



viij PREFACE

Clean Straw and (lender Diet (to [peak
in the Langnage of Sport{men) preferves
a Spaniel’s Nofe, and caufes bim to re-
member bis Duty.

I know not any Subjeét, which is fo
liable to Laughter and Ridicule , no
Topick, which lays [o juftifiable 2 Foun-
dation for Banter, as to hear the Inferior
Clergy affirm, that they are endued with
the Holy Ghoft. If they fiudied to do
Religion a Differvice, they conld nat
more effeCinally accomplifb it, than by
fuuch an Affertion. 1 own indeed, that
they pretend as miuch to Religion, as the
Warming-pan Gentleman does 1o the
Crown of Great Britain ; but their Ations
manifeft a Difiruft of their DoGrine,
and run connter to thewr own Rules.
From what Period of Time do they date
the Gifi of Infpiration ? From the Mo-
ment, no donbt, of their Ordination : It
will follow therefore, that all who re-
ceive Holy Orders, are endued with thas
Divine Bleffing. If this be granted,
then it is impoffible for a Prieft to Preach

or
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or wrife zmzzﬁ'J or indeed 10 be guilty of any

Crime. " But we are conwvinced -by Expes

_rience, “that they preach and write what
“is not Orthodox, and lead enormons

and zrregular Liwves : From whence it is
evident, that they pretend to have that

. ‘Ixawenly Gift, which they have not.

Can the Holy Ghoft [peak with a
donble Tongie? No Man fure will be fo
prefzmzpmom to own [uch glarzﬂg Blaf-
phemy : And yet we muft give credit to
this, if we believe or acknowledge the
Tribe of Levi to beé infpired. For let
us enquire into the Tencts of the Priefts
of Rome, and thofe of England, (omit=
ting all otberf) and we /ball ﬁncl ent as

- oppofite to each other as North to South :

Tet no Nan will deny the Validity of
their Ordination.” Nay, let us compare
the Dollrinc of our Englifh Priefts with
ane another, and we ﬂaall find them to
clafb fwolently ; fo that we are brought
under this Dilemma, that the Holy

‘Ghoft contradicts bszel or the Przeﬁ

are 1ot infpired : It is execrable Blafphe-
(2) 7y
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my to affert the former, and a bold but
neceflary Truth to affirm the latter.

It is impoffible to foretel what may be
the Fate of the enfuing Treatife ; but z’{
I were certain that it wonld meet wit
an ill Reception from the World, yet it
fbould not give me the leafp Uneafinefs.
I am [enfible, that many a Book has been
made a Sacrifice for telling what is [ im-
properly call'd] unfeafonable Truth,
becanfe (like a Mirror ) it difcovers
thofe Deformities, which Flattery might
have varnifb’d over.

When I behold a Prieft with fo much
Santlity in bis Countenance, that it por-
tends the D=1 and all of - - - - in bis
Heart, it calls to my Remembrance, what
Hiftory informs us of a certain Apple in
the Ealtern Parts of the World : This
Fruit bas a beautiful Outfide, whofe
Temptation is (o very frong, that it al-
Iures many an unwary Traveller to par-
take of its hidden Foifon.  As therefore
our Nature is [0 eafy to be impofed upon,
we ought to be wery circum(pet, and

ghard
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geard 'our [felves from_ the Wiles and
Sophiftry of Prieftcraft. And indeed it

behoves us to be doubly watchful, and

keep a [irict Eye on our. Children, when

we [uffer them to be tutor’d by a Prieft,
or imbibe their Sentiments.  For we know
by woful Experience, that they will in-’
fufe fuch Principles into them, as are
moft confiftent with Friefily Intereft, and
will advance their Power and Authority.

There is not one Obfervation in this
Book, but might furnifb Matter enough
for a large Volume ; but 1bave ufed oll
the Brewity imaginable, becanfe 1 wonld
not tire mty Reader with dwelling too long
upon the [ame SubjeCt, nor be thought to
aggravate the Crime, which I endeavonr
to expofe. ,

As I bave no perfonal Pigue againft
any Clergyman, or againft the Body of
the Clergy in general, [0 I cannot juftly

- be charged with writing out of Envy or
Rewvenge ; my [ole Intent being only to

expofe their Vices, in hopes they will one
day convince us of a thorongh Reforma-
(az) tion :
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tion : And as it is my conﬂant Cuftom
to put forth (ome pions Ejaculation, fo 1
befeech Alinighty God, that as Charity
covers a multitude of Sins, he wonld
pour down a double Portion of this Blef-
fmg on all Pricfts, who are in [o great
‘Need of it.

Mr. Collier tells us, that Chaplains
are like (o many Houfhold-gods, and
onght to be cflecmed as fuch : To which
Orthodox Report I readily confent. But
tho’ this was intended as a Lo'mplmzent
10 bis Rewerend Brethren, yet, in wry
Opinion, there cannot be a more (ewere
Satyr againfl them.  For we are fenfr ible,
that ithe Houfhold Deities of the An-
cients were errant Blockheads, &ept mrore
for Show than Ufe ; they bad nothing
in them, and were Jufily deew’d to be
Lumber, and [uperftitions Trumpery.
And indeed if- every Chaplain had his
Sportula, as bis Office naturally requires,
cach Family might fare the bettcr, and
the San&ified Interloper nonld leam
Humility.

Ii
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It was cuflomary with Archbifbop
Laud to fay, that he hoped to fee the
Time, when ne’er a Jack Gentleman.
in England fhould dare to ftand before
a Clergyman with his Hat on. Swuch
an hanghty and _imperions Expre(fion
manifefied the genuine Spirit of the Sons
of High Church: And no doubt but this
Upflart, Semi-Frotefiant Frelate wonld
have endeavoured to fulfil bis Hopes,
bad not God Almighty, thro’ bis infinite
Goodnefs, thought fit to cut bim Jbort,
and deliver our World from fuch a
Flague. But in Return to bis gracelefs
Grace’s meek and bumble Wifb, the
Author of the following Pages heartily
and fervently defires, that a day may
[peedily come, when ne'er a Sconndrel
who pretends to Divinity, [ whether a
Strippling, or an overgrown Penfioner ]
Jball be admitted into the Company of bis
Betters, be they Gentlemen or Peafants,
except he (upplicates with bis Hat in
Hand ; even tho’ be be cquipp’d with bis
Spiritual Harnefs.

I am
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I am the more [anguine in my Ex-
peStation, becanfe 1 perceive that the
Britith Spirit begins to reaffume its
Reafon ; that it fbakes off the Bigottry
of Prieftcraft, and daily difefteems the
Delufion of juggling Impoftors. Can
there be a greater Slur upon an Englifh-
man, than to [ay that he dares to a&
bravely, yet dares not to think freely ?
Is not the Liberty of the Mind prefe-
rable to the Liberty of the Body? If
therefore we bave preferved the One
from Foreign Enemies at the Expence of
our Blood and Treafure, we ought to fe-
cure the Other from Domeflick Invaders.

And let us always lay before us this fa;
lutary and glorious Maxin,

Non minor ¢ff virtus, quam querere, parta tueri.

It would puzzle the wifeft Heads in
the Univerfe to account for the Defeltion
awong bis Majefty’s Subjects, and the
Alienation of their Allegiance, did they
not confider the Fower of Priefily N}Iin. :

[he
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The bad Clergy are like [0 nzany malevolent
Planets, which [bed their baleful Influ-
ence, and affet the Inbabitants of this
World : And bow many are there, who
eagerly [wallow whatever proceeds from
the Mouth of a Frieft ? They take for
good Food and wholfome Nourifbment
- what they too often find by Experience to
be rank Foifon to their Minds.  Such are
the direful Effels of Bigottry and. the

Want of Thought ! Such the pernicions =

Confequence of [acrificing our Realon to
the arbitrary baughty Will of an afpiring
Chorahite! "
How like Patriots and Britons did
the People in the Weft bebave them[elves
at the Time of the Revolution! They
were truly fenfible that they muft inevi-
tably bave facrificed their Religion, Li-
berties and Properties to the Humonr of
Tyranny , had they not joined King

Wirriam of ever Glorious and *

Immortal Memory. And indeed Twelve
Tears are not elapfed, fince thofe very
People [ of my own Knowledge I (peak

it, |
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it,] retain'd a juft Senfe of thofe trefli-
mable Bleffings, which their Monarch
bad [ecured and confirmed to them : Nor
did they fail to manifeft their Gratitnde,
and acknowledge the Goodnefs of their
Benefaltor with unfeigned Hearts, npon
every Occafion. ' *
But alas! Tempora mutantur - - - «
And bow many of thefe once Glorions
Men bawve ( to their eternal Shame ) con-
werted their Loyalty into Rebellion! The
Unanimity, Love and Affeftion, which
was formerly (o confpicuons among them,
is now changed into Difcord, Hatred,
and burning Envy. They will not bearken
to Reafon, nor (uffer themfelves to be
convinced of their Errors; no Argu-
ments can prevail with them, or the
plaineft Demonfirations work upon “em.
They arc fiupid and obfiinate, and will
not be undeceived : They bave Eyes, but
ee not 5 Ears, and bear not : Which
confirms the following Obfervation, that
they who are debauch’d in their Prin-
ciples,
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<iples, will quickly be fo in" their
Intelletuals. :

Now if we-enquire into the Time and
Caufe of this unhappy and deplorable
Metamorpho[ s, we fhall quickly be able
to give entire Satz.rﬁz&zon in thofe Parti-
culars.  'Whig and Tory, High-Church
and Low-Church, [ Words of Ignominy,
invented to mmrzﬂ) Fa&zon] were per-
fect Strangers to our Ears, or at lea
grown obfolete, and buried in Oblivion |
but when the Spiritual Hydra began to
bekeh. forth bis Foifon, when the Con=
viCted Prieft went bis Progre[s, the Air
was corrupted with bis Breath, and the
fell Contagion fpread it felf far and near.
The Snakes, which bad lain (0 long in
the Grafs, began to [bew their Heads,
and bifs ; they flung many, and did
wnch Mifchief for the Space of Four
Tears, or thereabouts : But Providence
deprived them of their Sting in due
Seafon, and nmaw the Party-colourd
. Animals are infignificant.

(b) Had
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Hud this fturdy Boutefeu been endued
with a juft Senfe of the FPrieftbood, be
muft needs bave knowan, that Humility
was one of the Fundamental Pillars that
fupported it ; and confequently that be
was [apping her Foundation, when he
* rode in Trinmph round the Country (re-
joicing in the Pride of bis Heart ) ate
tended with faltions Crowds, and received
by difaffeSled Magifirates. But had be
been treated according to bis Demerit, a
Cat-of-Nine-Tails and a Cart wonld
hawe graced bim better, aud bis Frogre[s
_ought to have been from Newgate tq
Tyburn. |
From bence we may date the /Era of
all thofe Animofities and Heart-burnings,
thofe Divifions, Seditions and Rebellions,
which bave plagned our Sion: And as
they bad their firft Rife from the Pulpit,
fo they are as wickedly and indufirioufly
fomented from the Pulpits or privatg
Conwverfation to this Day,

Tdo
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T do not [o much wonder, that the
wulgar and more illiterate Part of the
Kingdom were (educed and deluded with
the fpeczon.r and falfe Notion of the
Church being in Danger, when 1 re
flet, that too many Men of Parts and
Education fell under the (ame Infama—
tion: But that they jhanld fiill continue
under that Delnf Jon  is unaccomttd-

ble

If the Church bad no better Friends to
protect and fupport ber than ber Black
Guard, we might jufily Jay that [be
were in Danger ; but as it is manifeft,
that fbe ,ﬂourzﬂaes under the Guardian-
fbip of the beft and moft pions of Prin-
ces, to Him [urely we ought to return onr
ﬁrzcere and hearty Thanks, and pay the
Allegiance and Love to Him, which onr
Duty requires from s, and onr Relzgzon
calls npon us to perﬁ;rm

(ba) As
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As the Inferior Clergy call themfebves
the Phyficians of the Soul, [o they onght
1o confine themfelves to that particular
Prallice 5 but when they deviate from
this, and pretend to a Knowledge of
what is beyond their Sphere, they may
truly be call'd Spiritwal Quacks, and no
Regard onght to be bad of them. He
runs a great Risk, who wventures bim-
[felf under their Management ; and ten

to one but be comes oﬁ' a Sztﬁ?rer in the
End. ’

Notwithftanding the Cafe is fo plain
and undeniable, yer they have rivetted
themfelves into the good Opinion of the
comimon Herd, who not allowing them-
felves time to think, place an implicit
Faith in thefe Empericks § and not ad-
mitting the Advice of able Fudges and
found Prallitioners, their Wounds nm
turn to a Gangrene. So Mountebanks,

by their Affurance and Volubility of
4 Tongue,
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Tongue, wend their poifonous Packets
at a cheap rate, and ingratiate them|elves
with the Vi ulgar 5 while regular Fhyfi-
cians and Surgeons, who make the Health
of Man their Study, are laugh’d at. and
defpifed, their FPrallice poftpor’d, and
their [alutary Prefcriptions and Medicines

fet at nought, undervalued, and neg«
le&ed

An_il] Story in tbe Moutb qf a Cler-
gyman runs like Hedge-fiting from one
10 another, till it has pafs’d the whole
Line: And no Con ﬁderatzon is bad, whe-
- ther there are any juflifiable Gronnds for
fuch a calumnions Rumonr. - And “in-
deed if they will not fpare their own Fra-
ternity, [ as we bave a recent Inflance
~ of their not doing [0, in a late Contro—
- awerfy among the DoCtors of the Church
~ bow fhould the Laity expect to find better
Quarter from fuch Hands. Fama vul-
gl s a weak and bad Foundation, yet
we know that too many Keputatwm bave

been
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been facrificed upon no other Proof : Sy
that [uch Clergymen, who give a loofe to
their Tongues, and nangle 2 Man’s Cha
rater, may not improperly be call'd.
Spiritual Butchers.

He that relates a Tale to any of the
Tuferior Clergy, with a Defign that it
. fhould pafs no further, will find bimfelf
miferably banlkd in bis ExpeSlation :
% conld not pobﬂibly fpread further, had he
put it into the Gazette. Examples o
this Kind are mumerons 5 bus I [ball only
mention one , which is of the frefbeft
Date. ' ‘

A Gentleman, without Premeditation,
or any malicions Intent , told a young
Prieft in private Conver(ation, a Story
which be had beard relating to one of
bis Acquaintance. It is not proper to
mention the Particulars , becanfe the
Words are of a glaring Nature ; and the
Gentleman, 1 find ( having traced the

Story)
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- Story) i entirely innocent of what be is
charged with, the Accufation being as
falfe as [eandalons.  Howewver ,  the
Suckling 2 Divinity growing big with

" his Burden, and impatient to be del;-
wered ; baftes to the ufual Flace of Ren-
dexvonz., and there difembogues bimfelf
to bis Fraternity, who, you may reft af-
fured, refolved that the Story fbould not

" lie dormant. How confiffent the rafb
'Bebz‘zﬂviour of this pions Strippling was
with good Fellow[bip and Charity, I leave
the World to judge ; nay, L fubmit it
even to bis own Friends Determination.
= === He that bas a mind to be further
informed, need go no farther than the
Cha - - = r-houfe Coffee-houfe , and
affociate bimfelf with the Black Lo-

1z fhs. '

I little thought, when 1 began ihis
Preface, that 1 fbould have dwelt (o long
#upon fuch a dirty and unfavory Subject.
I fball therefore conclude with the follow-
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ing Epiftle, which was [ent to Cardinal
Alberoni during bis Adminifiration of
Foreign Affairs.

Maj it pleafe your EMINENCE,

<« \ JE have an High-Church Frieft

¢ among us, who condemns
“ your Politicks in endeavouring to
“ excite the People of France to
¢ Commotion and Rebellion, while
¢ others applaud your Defign : For
« this Son of Levi alledges, that
¢ you hove only copied after him
¢« with this Diflerence: You acted by
« Agenis no way qualified for fo grand
% an Enterprize ; but he rode about
« the Country, poifoning, vivd o
& ce, the Minds of the deluded Peo-
<« ple, who moft eagerly imbib<d the
« Venom. Thus he had [ as he moft
- < impioufly terms it ] his Defire over
¢ bis Enemies, by appearing in pro-
& priz
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% prid perfond ; whofe brawny Shoul-
¢ ders and {fmooth Face recommend-
« ed him to the kind Graces of the
¢ Fair Sex, who at that Time were
« Ladies of the Afcendant over their
« Husbands, and their Purfes.

“ To dlfﬁpate that chagrm Atr
¢ which is no way agreeable to a
“ Perfon of your Janguine Temper
f and Vivacity, permit me to relate
“ aTayern Jeft. 1 was lately invited
- *¢ to drink-a Glafs at the Pope’s Head ;
“ our Room was commodious, our
“ Wine had a true Flavour, but
 every Man complain’d of the cold
 Weather, One of the Company
< called for the CArpINAL, another
« for the DocTog, the Fire being
¢« much upon a Level with the Cre-
« dit of us Tories, wiz. almoft ex-
« tin&: I could not for my Life
¢ imagine what they would be at,
¢ 1l T faw the Drawer come u
(¢) - ¢ with
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Cc
119
(14
(19
€<
(49

with an Infirument in his Hand,
yclepd a Fire-pan; 1 quickly
perceived , that ‘its Property was
to raife a Flame in an Inftant.
I {miled to my felf, judging the
Appellation to be very a pro-

< pos.

({4
<«
t¢
<C
(44
149
49
144

Y ¥ 4

43
(49
(44
<C
¢

¢ The Queftion was put, Whe-
ther your EMINENCE could
not lay a jufter Claim to this
Tool of Combuftion, than the
D oc 1o r? After alongDebate,
it was carried in the Negative ; be-
ing urged ftrenuoufly, and proved
to a Demonftration, that the Do-
&or had been a more f{uccefsful

Engincer (‘and your Serior ) in

fetting fire to the Mines he had
laid, and inflaming a whole Na-
tion. However, it was agreed,
nemine contradicente ; that if you
can make Intereft at Rome for

the DoSbor to fill one of the Vae

« cancice
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« cancies in the Sacred College, he -
< fhall give you the Right Hand in 3
~ « this Affair, and promife to re-
¢ pounce all Claim and Title to it. -

« for himfelf, and his Heirs for
| "“ ever.’ I b.avc the Honour to be ,

)

PRIEST:

- our E%‘EIN_E'_I:‘PE’% &,
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VI B w af tbe Tzf amrgy ée—
. taween -the . Apofiles  ands; the .

._-»r.‘ -

Mdgr”*lﬂﬁm@’ 'Clergy;:,; -

 -' FETEES IHATIthe Coﬁt@mpt of theModem -
== Infesiot Clergy ‘inareafes. daxly, is

-obvieus:to: ‘every’Man ;nor will it

R kot “be otherwife; while Men areals -
T "<-lowed " to s feé with “their :Eyes, -
and 'hear with their Ears; except the' Sons:of

- Levi begin 4 Reformatlon among themfelves.
“Vain and" groundlefs 'is the. Caufe, which
~ithey a{ﬁgn for the ‘Difrefpe& that isthewn
- to them, viz. a_Combination of :a Set of ~ -
- People, who- call ‘themfelves Free-Thinkers,

- to-afperfe the Gentlemen of the ‘Long- Peti-
coat Tnbe andcaﬁ an Qdmm wpon, themci,

. . An .
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And this, they fay, is done without any jufti-
-+ fiable-Foundation, witheut any- Regard to
their Fun®ion, which ought to be held
Sacred. e -

I know no Man who difefteetns the Priefl.
bood : But fince there is almoft a total De-
fefion among the -Pritfis, and-ne -Sign of
Amendment; fince they are become fupine
and indolent, and will not put a Stop to the
growing Evil, which may ealily be effe@ed ;
fince their Principles are bad, and their Mo-
rals worfe ; it is a Duty.incumbent on every
Chriftian to reprove them openly. For he
that ‘refpe&ts and countenances fuch Perfons,
may be juftly faid to approve their wicked
Ways, or at leaft to encourage them to per-
fevere therein. |

There is a Nefeio quid in the Face of a
Good Clergyman, which naturally commands
Reverepce and Refpe® ; and be merits not
the Name of M AN, who pays them not
with Chearfulnefs. But there is fomewbat {o
fowre and diftafteful in the Looks of a Bad
Clergyman, that he draws an Odium from us
inltead of Efteem: To the former therefose
of thefe Gentlemen we are willing, and re-
joice to grant fuch Honours as may juftly be
attributed to them ; but no honeft Man can
allow that the latter have the lealt Pretence
to a Share of them. God Almighty feecms
to have fet a Mark upon thefe reprobate Ani-
mals, as he did ypon Cain ; and which is

’ - hourly
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hourly vifible in the fcattered Fews, and the
perjur'd Bailiffs - And as Providence never
did any thing in wvain, we certainly deferve
to be cenfured, if we negle® and defpife fo
falutary a Caution, or endeavour not to fhun
fuch common Enemies to our Peace and good-
Society. : : Co
¢ I cannot chime in with the dlack and nu-
merous Herd, who would perfuade us, that
an equal Refpe@ ought to be given to all Per-
fons in Holy Orders, without enquiring inta
their Worth and Merit. -I'muft confefs, that
their Argument to enforce this Acknowledg-
ment feems to carry a good Colour with it, -
namely, their being the immediate and pecu-
liar Servants of Chrift: And therefore, they
fay, we ought to honour them for their
Mafter’s Sake. But with Submiffion to thefe
Afpiring, Pious Men, we may argue by the
fame Parity of Reafon, thata Iraytor, a Mur-
" derer, or a Profligate might claim a due Defe-
rence from us, becaufe they have been em-
ploy’d in fome Honourable Family, or de-
{cended from Ancient and Praife-worthy An-
ceftors.  So that the Argument which they
bring to countenance, or rather to fupport
their Affertion, is fo far from being of any
Service to them, that it quite overthrows it:
And this is demonftrable from the following
Mazxim, which will not admit 3 Contradi&tion
or Exception, o

B2 —Tantum
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e emeTantiom confpeclius in fa
Crimen babet, quantomajor, qui peceat babctur.,

Now fince thefe Abiramites, thele falfe
J ofiles, would deceive us with an Opinion

their being Succeflors to Cbrift, and bis.
Dxfcxples y fince they claim a Privilege extra-
ordinary, and an uncommon Refpet from
thence 3 1 fhall make a Scrutiny into their
Morals and Behaviour, and fhew how alien
their Charalters are from the Hol ly Twelve,
and their Brethren. This | purpofe to do
with all the Sincerity imaginable ; and fo in-
genuous a Declaration will furely take away
8ll Umbrage of Malice or Partiality..

Many fubftantial and very good Reafons
may be given for our Saviour’s chufing fuch
laborious and pains-taking Men for his A4-

oﬂles ; to mention which would be digref
five from m prefent Purpofe : 1 fhall there.
fore avoid al Ambage: and begin with ob-
ferving that the Apofiles were Men of fuch a
mean Extra&ion, that there was no room to
boaft of their Pedlgree if their Inclinations
had prompted them to it. It would be no
difficult Matter to prove, that Moff of the
Clergy are upon a Level with them in this
Particular ; but as they are willing that the
cenforious World may remain in Ignorance
of their Affinity to each other as to tbis Poine,
I (hall keep my Mouth as it were with a

Bridle,
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Bridle, being always cautious not ta lay 2
Stumbling-Block of Offence in the way of our
weak Brethren. Wherefore I now proceed
to my Second Obfervation, namely,

That the Apoftles had an immediate Com-
miffien from Chriff to Preach the Gofpel, and
Baptize all Nations, with a Power to zemit or
retain Men’s Sins. ,
- The Clergy pretend to have the fame equal
Power and Authority, tho’ not immediatel
from Chrift ; for they affert, that zbeir Com-
miffion is derived from the Apoftles by a long
Succeflion, who granted to their Succeflors
for ever fuch Power as Cbriff had invefted
them with. [Iam apt to think, if any Man
fhould queftion the Validity of their Power,
they would chufe to plead Prefcription
for remitting or retaining Sins, rather than be
put to prove it. Chrift very well knew, that
he could confide in the Sincerity and Up-
rightnefs of his Apofiles, when he delegated -
fuch a Power ; but T do not find that he en-
tail’d it upon their Heirs and Succeflors 3 nor
is there Reafon to think he did, becaufe he
forefaw their Degeneracy and Corruption :
Therefore the Apoftles had no Title to, and
confequently could not give and bequeath a
Power to their Succeflors, which was fettled
upon them only during Life. But to put the
Matter beyond Difpute, fince the Clergy do
claim an equal Power with the Apoftles, let

’cm
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’em convince us by an ocular Demontftration,
as our Forefathers were convinced : Let em:
work Miracles, and we will give Credit to
their Teftimony. If they fail in the Oge,
as they themfelves are fenfible they do, then
we have all the Reafon and Juftice in the
World to conclude them to be Ufurpers and
Impoftors in the otber. ‘

A Third Obfervation is, That the Apofiles
were meek and bumble ; they called themfelves
the Servants of Chrift ; they meddled not
with State Affairs, or deny’d the Authority
of the Civil Magiftrate.

. Nothing can Ee more engaging in Society
than Courteoufnefs and Affability ; they are
Two Qualifications eflentially neceflary to
conftitute a Gentleman, and without which,
the Name is an empty Word. Is it not there-
fore ftrange, that the Modern Clergy, who
are as covetous of the Appellation as any
‘Men living, fhould manifeft a Behaviour full
of Pride, Haughtinefs, and Infolence. They
ridicule and defpife a Lownefs of Spirit,
[ which Cbriff recommends to his Apoftles
from his own Example, ] calling it an Indi-
cation of a vulgar and Plebeian Soul. Pride
is a Diftemper fo catching, that it has infected
the Clarks, and in time may reach the Sex-
tons : Look on that Lump of Mortality, that
Emblem of a Chaos, Man Hugh. He thinks
that he flogps very low, if he vouchfati%s :11
0
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Nod to a Shopkeeper, tho’ the honeft Fradef-
‘man unvails his Head, and makes his QObei-
" fance with all tife Humility imaginable. Now
" what fhall we 2y to this? Why, truly, Man
Hugh obferves the Fafhion, and treads in his
‘Mafter’s Footfteps. . He knows the old Pro-
verb, Trim Tram———. What Pity it is
that thefe Two, who are upon Rifing Ground,
‘are not: rais’d. bigher! ‘Heaven grant. they
may “be, advanced according to Merit, fince

they are in the Great Road to Preferment.
‘We ‘may reafonably imagine; . that. the
Garb of the Apoftles was plain and innocent, .
and their Deportment agreeable to their Garb;
but the Inferior Clergy are wifer than their
Predeceflors.  They look upon a Fantee Air
and Mien to be excellent Virtues; and he
that is not a Man of Mode will gain few
Profelytes. Thereis a je ne fcay quoy (they
fay ) in the decent Adjuftment of a Cambrick
Band ; and when a Spruce Bob is placed in a
due Decorum, or when' the Ringlets of the
Hair fall in nice Order, they manifeft a Cap-
tivating Power. Is mot a Brilliant more at-
traltive than a Cram-Ring 2 A Cloth-Gown
and Caffock preferable to a Frize-Facket and
Trowzers? A {moaqth-fac’d Prieft, with his
Lilly-Hand, fixes the Eyes, and confequent-
ly the Ears of his Audience ; but one of the
Barkin-Tribe, with weather-beaten Counte-
nance and freckl’d Fift, would throw the
tender-
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tendenhearted Ladies of this delicate Age
into Convulfions.— Oh! chat [ may liveto

fec [ what is yet in the Womb of Tide, ] the
Day when fome entorprining Son of -the
Laudean Race thall exchiange his Inkhotn for
a Rilbba Blade, ahd conwvest his canonical
Rofe into a White Feather! Whe Mhall fye-
uent Opera’s to improve his Voice, and the
beatre to regulate his fort and his Mien!
Who fhell become & pious Sir Foplin, dr -Holy
Sir Courtly! : : . 4
- A farther Manifeftation of the wide Diffe-
rence botween the Apaftfes and the Clergl, i,
That the latter do ambitienfly arrogme to
themfelves the Titles of Sbepberds of ear
Sowels, and Heaven's Ambaffudors. ‘But with
Submiffion to. thefe Religioufly, Afpiring
Priefts, they would do well to take care of
their own Souls, before thry precend to be
' '‘Guardians of other Men’s. If I {ee a Banker
profufe of his Money, will not the Warld
condemn me as a Foal or-a-Madman, if [ en-
truft him with mine? They will acknow-
ledge that Chrif? is Head of the Church, pro-
wvided that you own them to be the Body, and
the Lait tﬁe Members : To which they add
an indefeazable Maxim, that all rotten Mem-
bers ought to fuffer Amputation. Indulge
me, ye Men of Humility, to carry the Me-
taphor farther, and fay, that Corrofrves ought
to be applied to proud Flefb, and if fo, whg;:

: wi
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will bécbme of the Church’s Body * Will it
not qmckly appear 4 mere Skelcton L

: a——-—‘-sz‘um tenezzm 2

Can there be a more Romantlck Notxon
than for a-Prieft to calt himfelf ‘Heaven’s Am-
bqﬂ'ador ? This is Prefurnption ih the -Super‘
lative.” Ambaﬂhdoi.s‘ 1" Can a-greater' [adigni-
ty be offer’d to the King'of Kings ¥ Are’hot
all the People in the Univerfe, Ptinces and
" and Potentates, as well as the ‘infesior Sort,
his Subjeds? To whom then fhould he fend
Ambaffadors > Not to his own Vaffals. How-
ever, to gratify their afpiring Humour, we
will admit their Title of Honour, if the
Eroduce their Credentials; that is, let ém

eal’ the Sick, give Sight to the Blmd makc
the Deaf to hear, and the Lame to walk.

Politicks are now become an univerfal
Theme, and we hear more of them’ frot the
Pulpit than Soul- faving Dottrine : No Man is .
reckon’d Orthodox, who does not dabble in
State-Affairs.  As foon as a beardlefs Youth
is accoutred with  his Spiritual Habiliments,
he begins to arraign the Conftitution which
nourithes him, and condemn the Proceedings
of the Prince’s faithful Minifters under whom'
he lives. He ufurps an Authority to which
“he has not the leaft Shadow: of Pretence 3 nor
will he defift till his Wings are clipp’ d and
his Ambition punon’dC But to do }u(’me to

the
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the Innocent, I muft own that this Crime is
to be found only among Popifp and Half~
Proteflant Priefts, viz. High-Church, .

The Apoftle Paul, who was a Roman and
a Loyal Man, {ubmitted to be tr;"d by the
Civil Magiftrate ; but Prieff Paul, who was

En lz]fman and a Traytor, denied that the
Civil Power had any Jurifdi&ion over him,
or that he ought to be try’d by any other
Power than the Spiritual : And there are few
Clerg ymen, who do not adhere to the fame
Principle. The Reafon is fo very obvious, -
that to mention it would call the Judgment of
m{ Reader in Queftion. It is faid, that
when Kid, the Pyrate, was going to Low-
Water-Mark, he cry’d out, Had Avery been
my Fudge, and Twelve of the Madagafcar-
Buccaneers my Fury, I foould not bave feared
a fafe Deliverance.

. A Fourth Obfervation is, That the Apoftles
met frequently to eat Bread and drink Wine
whofe Lives and Converfation were confor-
mable to their Do&rine.

It muft be own’d by the moft inveterate
Enemies of the Clergy, (if any fuch there
are) that the Sons of Levi have more fre-
quent Meetings than the Apoftles had, efpe-
cially when they hear of good Wine and li-
beral Parithioners. But then perhaps it may
be objected, that the Apoftles mer 1n a Reli-
gious and Spiritual manner ; and the Clergy

, n
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i a mote foriable and natural one. 1 muft
- ¢oncede to this Obje&ion, - knowing what is
moft agreeable to Pr#fls. Neverthelefs, to-
alleviate the Imputation of their frequenting
Taverns and Coffee- Houfes, tLin which they
fpend a tripple Prgzzrtioﬁ‘ ot Time, to what
is laid in their Churches and Clofetsy) we
‘muft do them the Fuftice to fay, that as they
are not endued with as large a Portion of
Grace as was given to the Apoftles, fo confe-
quently they cannot undergo the great. Bur-
then and Fatigue of Preaching once, and read-
ing Prayers thrice a Week, without recruiting
their exhaufted Spirits. Now if this cannot
be done in a private Houfe at the Expence of
fome of their Flock, why fhould they be
cenfured or efteemed blame-worthy, if they

o to a Tavern, eat their Bread with Foy,
and drink their Wine with a merry Heart 2
Why fhould not the diligent Labourer be in-
dulged in refrething Nature ? Has he not as
keen an Appetite, as diftinguifhing a Palate
as another Man ? Befides, Wine enlivens the
Underftanding, and gives frefh Vigor to a ja-

., ded Invention : And let me tell you, a wels

worded Expreflion in Converfation may fur-
nith a Man with Topicks for an Orthodox
Sermon. o o
Precept without Example avails little in
making Profelytes ; it were therefore to be
wifh’d, that Priefts would adhere to the Rules
which they lay down (f:'or converting Infidels
: ’ 2 to
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to Chriftianity, and confirming thofe who.are
- converted, I frankly confefs, that they will.
Jometimes give ys the beft Adyice how to fave
our Souls, tho’ they negle& their ptwn ;. and
it is undoubtedly a Mark of Tenderncls to
put us in the Way to eternal Happine(s, and a.
particular Token of their Civility and polite
Breeding not to joftle us in the Road, They.
exclaim againft Ufury and Extortion, yet try
all the Ways and Wiles imaginable to gather
Rich:s gh! that I were {o well skill’d in
Divinity, to know what Length a Man may
t ke to zmprove bis Talent ! They recammend
Fafting and Abftinence as neceflary to fubdue
the Lufts of the Fleth ; how near they con-
- form to thefe Recipe’s, ict their fat Joles and
ruddy Cheeks bear Witnels. They inveigh
againft Profufenefs in Drefs and Apparel, yes
think it no Crime to give an extravagant Price
for Wigs, Hats, and Hellend Shirts. Decen-
¢y indeed is comwendable ; and to the Praife
of the Inferior Clergy be it faid, that they
- take care to make clean the Outfide of the
Plaszer.

A Fifth Obfervation ; The Apoftles were
Charitable. | :

Charity is fo often in the Mouths of the
Clergy, that there is too much Caule to fuf-
peét it feldom enters into their Hearts ; or if
they have any, it begins at bowe (according
to the Proverb ) and there 1 fear it will end.

- St. Paul
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St. Paul has fpent a whole Chapter in Praife’
of this moft excellent Virtue 5 Propbesy and
Lsarning_cannot come in Competition with.
it, .and Faith profiteth nothing without it,
No Chriftian furely will dare to queftion the
Authority of St. Paul ; and fince Charity is
fo abfolutely neceflary, and that we cannot
o to Heaven without this Pafs-port, this
%adgej of Admiffion ; what Opinion muft we
entertain of thofe: Priefls, in whom the leaft
 Glimpfe of Charity does not appear ? Can
we reafonably think that they believe a Fu-
ture State, who will not embrace and manj.
. feft the Means which muft bring them thi.
ther? It is not my Bufinefs to thew the Lati:
tude of the Word Charity; 1 fhall leave it for
thofe, whofe Duty it is to do it, and heartily
with that they would convince us of the Ne-
ceffity of this Divine Virtue bly pradifing it,
I never heard or met with a Clergyman, who
declared his Want of Charity, [ and that too
in the moft barefacd manner] except the
Pious and Reverend Do&or——— who lives
between Newgate and Tyburn. | N
. An intimate Friend and Acquaintance of
the Doflor’s wrote a Letter to him, in which
he recommended the Bearer as the Son of a
very Worthy and Orthodox Clergyman, who
had been bred up in the Principles of the
Church , and never fwerv’d from them; who
had Univerfity Education, and was an Honef?,
Loyal Gentleman, tho' in narrow Circum-
' - ftances, -
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flances. ~ For thefe Reafons fie requefted’
that as the Dodor was to preach before the
Sons: of tbe Clergy, and the teft of that Ho-
gourable Sociezty, he would recommend the
Gentlemian to the Stewards as a proper Obje&#
of, and as one juftly entitl’d to their Charity,
The Doélor, having read the Letter, ( and
out of a Pique, I fuppofe, to the Name,
which he could not digeft fince a remarkable
Tryal in Weftminfler-Hall) anfwer'd, I bave
o Charity for thofe who are nos of My Cburch.,
The Doflor being cilled upon to explin
what he meant by His Church, would have
evaded the Charge ; but beihg clofe prefs’d,
replied, The Gentleman was educated in the
Prin%:: of the Church of Ireland, and I in
the Church of England.—— O rare! Name,
if you can, any Differences in their Doftrine,
Rites, and Ceremonies. Cede majori-
bus, ye Men of Lovain and St. Omers; or
match, if you can, the Uncbaritable Dottor,

A Sixth Obfervation is, That the Apoftles
preach’d conftantly, and in all probability
without Hire; they baptized thofe who were
worthy of Baptifm; they vifited the Sick,
and pray’d with them Graris. '

. Preaching is accounted the moft Apoftoli-
cal of all the A&s of the Miniftry ; and
Gregory fays, Cenfermus -eos, qui Apoftolorum
figuramtendent, pradicare. Thomas Aquinas
‘afferts, that Pradicatio eft allus principaliffr-
. A | mus
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thus & proprius 5 and St Chryfoflom calls ir;
Omnium bonorum [ummum.. St. Paul gives a
firi&@ Charge of Preaching to Timothy, who
* was a fickly Man : His Words are, I charge
thee before God, end the Lord Fefus Chrifg,
who fball judge the Quick and the Dead, at
bis appearing, -and in bis Kingdom, Preach
the Word, be inflant, &co - 0
How happy would it be for the Inferiss
Clergy, how pleafing to God, andacceptablets
Man, if they were half as diligent and affi:
duous in the Salvasion of Souls, as they are
in obtaining a rich Benefice I But, alas! when
. they have once obtained the defired Port, they
grow f{upine and negligent, and imagine that
they difcharge their Duty, if they procure o
Journey-Man to officiate for them. A rich
Prieft will vifit his Flock, and preach to them
perbaps as often as he comes in Perfon to fleccé
them ; viz. twice a Year to receive an Equis
valent for his Tythes. - The labouring Oar is
given to fome 1indigent Hireling, whilé the
lazy Man of God (1 cannot fay the Man af-
ter God's own Heart ) eats the Bread of Idle-
nefs. He that will work cheap, fhall be firfk
employ’d, tho’ a Novice in his Bufinefs : But
what will the Lord fay to his negligent Steco.
ard, when he comes into his Vineyard, and
finds rotten Fruit? : &
The Validity of Lay-Baptifin has been
often controverted, but never refuted ; and
if Original Sin cannot be wafh’d away. by

any
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any other Hands than the Prizd’s, how hard
and deplorable is the poor Man’s Cafe | Mufb
a Soul} perith for want of a Piece of Silver?
Muft Chrift lofe a Sunjet:through the Ava:
rice and Extortion of one, who calls himfelf
bis Servant > Will not his Death be required
at the Levite’s Hand ? 1 do not find that there
was a Book of Rates in our Seviour’s Fime,
when he commanded thie Apoftles to Baptize
all Nations ; their Commiflion was not limi-
ted to the Rich and Wealthy ; the Poor and
Needy had an equal Claim to the Benefit of
their Adminiftration. They gloried in ha-
ving an Opportunity to vifit the Sick, the
Diftrefs’d, and thofe who were in Prifon:
They comforted the Fatherlefs and the Wi-
dow, they fed the Hungry, and cloath’d the
Naked ; they rejoiced in things Spiritual, but
the Inferior Clergy glory in things Tempo-
ral: They did all things for the Sake of
Chrift, and the Clergy will do nothing but
for the Sake of Mammon,emm— No Penny, no
gater-NojIer ; this is a Saying too often veri-
ed.

A Perfon paft Hopes of Recovery fent for
the Priefls of the Parith, who promifed to
come, but did not : Whether they were hin-
der’d by Love, or a‘Bottle, 1 fhall not deter-
mine. At the Expiration of Three Days,
Application was made to Dr. K——, who
faid he would go, provided the Perfon would
pay the Expence of his Coach-Hire. The

Meflen-
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Meflenger confented to this, but the Condi-
tions could not be performed, till the fick
Perfon’s Apparel (which lay on the Bed,
and kept off the Cold ) was fent to the Pawn-
brokers to raife Money. The Do&or was an
Eye-witnefs to this, and gracioufly took but
Two Shillings.

What fays the Prophet? * Tvur Priefts
“teach for I};fe; I think he might alfo have
faid they pray for it.———I will not be fo
uncharitable to affirm, that the Inferior Cler-
£y will do an i/ thing for Money ; but this

[ may fay, I ne’er knew ’em do a good one

A Seventh Obfervation : The Apoftles
were Men of Moderation; they ufed not
Compulfion to oblige People to conform to their
Doé&rine ; they reafoned with their Hearers.

Moderation is one of the fhining Charaéte.

rifticks of a Chriftian; but Moderation.

among the Modern Clergy, is like King Ar-
thur and the Knights of the Round Tuable ;
much talk’d of, but never feen. We exclaim
againft the Tyranny of Rome, and the Spa-
nifb Inquifition; but we may find Unchriftian
Treatment in Courts nearer home:. 1 do not
find by the Laws of God, that an Ecclefiaftick
has a Power to punith the Body or Pocket of

ﬁ.'ﬁ’ . iﬁ— f

* Micah il 11,

D a Lay-
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a Lay.man: There were no Libels, Citations,
Articles, Penance, Imprifonment, (and a
long Train of & catera’s to be read in the
Spiritual Catalogue) when Chrift and his
Apoftles were on Earth: There were no pe-
cuniary Muléis, or Commuting, in thofe Days,
for a Lapfus Lingue, or things of fiall mo-
ment. Will not the Acceptance of a pecu-
niary Mul& bear this Interpretation ? The
Rich Man may fornicate, while he that is
Poor fhall be debarr’d the moft intenfe Plea-
fure. The Apoftles were avetfe to fuch in-
human and diabolical Inventions as whole-
Jome Severities , and yet who are more ready
to put ’em in Pra&ice than the Half-Pro-
teflants 2 What are wholefome Severities, but
the Fire and Fagot, Whips and Dungeons ?
Arc they not the killing Arguments of Dra-
gooning Fefuits 2 How clofe they ftick to the
Letter of the Text! Compel ’em to come in.
*Tiis true indeed, our Saviour gave fuch Com-
mand 3 but I challenge the Clergy to give me
one Inftance of Severity ufed by Chrift or
the Apoftles. They were certainly the beft
Interpreters of their Mafter’s Words ; they
ufed no other Compulfion than folid Argu-
ments. But there is a Generation of ———
who value themfelves upon the Wifdom of
this World, and would difplay their Chriftia-
nity by favage Cruelties. As if Religion,
like the Laws of Draco, were to be founded
in Blood. How pleafing is Perfecution to a

* Tyran-
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Tyrannizing Prieft ! How oppofite to a Chri-
ftian Spirit ! o

Implicit Faith is the Do&rine of Worldly

. Men; and tho’ we are enjoined zo fearch the
Scriptures, becaufe in them we bave erernal
Life ; yet I could name a Perfon within Ten:
Miles of Hammerfmith, who faid, That we
bave bad no good Times fince the Lajity were
permitted to vead the Bible ; nor fhould we bave,
any till they were probibited the Ufe of that

" Book. Is this conformable to the Proteftant

* Religion, or incompatible with it> Methinks
it has an il Smell, and {quints wifhfully at

Rome. .

God Almighty does not require us to make,
Brick without Straw 3 he does not exped to
reap where he has not fown ; but fince he has
given us Reafon, whereby we may diftinguith
between Good and Ewil, it behoves us to fet a
true' Value upon this glorious Talent, and
not facrifice it to the ipfe dixit of any Spiri-
. tual Facob—ite whatever. Let every Man
fteer by his Reafon, and he that offers to de-
prive you of it, is a defigning crafty Knave.
Every Map living has a Right to think freely,
and Reafon ought to dire& him: This [ will
maintain, tho’ every Levite fhould become
an Opponent. For he, who takes up his Re-
ligion upon Truft, may with Eafe be deluded
into the moft erroneous and damnable Opini-
ons. Try all things, fays St. Payl, and bold
faft that which is beft.” Now how can we
T ' D2 oy
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try or judge what is good, what bad, if we
do not muke ufe of our Reafon 2 The Apo-
ftles did not upbraid thofe whom they could
not convert, with opprobrious and infamous
Names : But the Inferior Clergy ftigmatize
them who are not on their Side, and call ’em
Deifts, Socinians, Libertines, Atbeifts, &c.
Nay, that Excellent Pattern of true Proteflant
and Chriftian Piety, Archbifhop Tilotfon, is
called a grave Atbeift | but there is no other
Caufe for this unjuft Imputation; than his
having a larger Share of Religion and found
Learning than other People.

Conftience in the Apofiles, is an Eighth
Obfervation.

He that can fathom the Confeience of a
Prieft, may quickly difcover the Depth of the
Ocean, and find out the Longitude. Heis
feldom for giving, but always for gettips :
And when his Heart is opened, which hap-
pens as frequent as a Fubilee at Rome, he ma-
nifefts his Liberality with a Finger andThumb ;
as if the other Parts of his Hand were feized
with the Gout. But when you make an
Offering, he receives it with as keen an Ap-
petite as a hungry Fack ; and had Solomon
lived in our Days, he might with Reafon
have faid, There things which never
are [atisfied.

What fhall we fay in Favour of our High-
Cburch Clergy, who fwear Allegiance to

King
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King George, vet fecretly own, and privately
pra)g for, ag\’op}i,(h Pretender 2 And what {halyl_
we think of others, who take the Qaths, yet
countenance Men di{mifs’d from their LeQure-
thips for fcandalous Words, and black Infinu-
ations again{t the wmoft Merciful Prince on
Earth? They may hoodwink the Vulgar,
but Men of the leaft Penetration will fee that
Birds of a Feather will flock . This
touches fomebody’s Copyhold; but I fha’n’t
fay a word of the Uncharitable Doftor.

I could mention a certain Lewite, of no
ordinary Rank, who called the late Rebellion
a Rifing of the People 5 for a Rebellion, fays
he, is taking up Arms againft a Lawful .Sy -
vereign: Wherefore he would not acknow-
ledge the Preflon Prifoners to be Rebels.
This {crupulous Gentleman abjured the Pre-
tender, and no doubt he’s a Man of Confci-
ence——uvery capacious. Search all the Re-
cords of Time, and find out a Plot the
blackeft that Hell ever hatch’d, and a Prief?
will appear at the Bottom.

A Ninth Obfervation is, That the Apofties
were zealous for the Church of Chrift at al
Times ; without that Jefuitical, and confe-
quently modifh, Diftinttion of High or Low.
* I am very well aware, that fome clever
ftanch Bigot will take me up fthort, and
fmartly ask me, if I dare deny that the Or-
thodox Inferior Clergy (as they term ’em )

arc
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are for the Church? To which Iingenuoufly
anfwer in the Negative, provided they mean
High-Church. And therefore fhould any
one queftion me, why did the People [o furi-
oufly rage, and why did a * Convief become
an Iiinerant? Oh, for the Church. Why
are their Sermons ftuff’d full of double En-
tendre’s, and why do they rail at the Friends
of King George? Still for the Church. Why
are { the Priefls and the Propbets propbane ?
And why || do they err thro’ firong Drink ?
Why do they preach in an Ortbodox Billing:-
ate Stile> And why do they flander, de-
fame, backbite, and fnarl at Diffenters ?> All,
all for the Church. =~
If the Inferior Clergy had heartily efpou.
fed the Welfare of the true Proteftant Church,
or had any Regard for the Purity of our moft
Holy Religion immediately after the fcanda-
lous Peace of Utrechr, they might juftly have
faid we were falling a Sacrifice to the Roman
Baal. We then ftood on the Margin of the
Deep and terrible Abyfs, when Providence
of its tender Mercy brought forth the Firft
of Auguft, and made the potent George our
Second Deliverer. There was room in thofe
Days for Dr. Sacheverel to have faid zruly,
we were in Perils among Falle Brethren. He
fhould ther have told bold Truth, and preach’d

-

* Dr.Sa——1l. * f Jer. gxiil. 11, | Ifa. xxvii. 7,
in
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in Seafon, as he did out of Seafon at St. P/zul';g’;‘
his Harangue on the Fifth of November ha:
ving little in it that was pertinent to the Bufi-
nefs of the Day, being calculated to refle@
on the Prefbyterians, and caft an Odium on
the Happy and Glorious Revolution.

. That the Apoftles did not condemn or
ftigmatize other People for preaching and ad-
hering to that Dogrine, which they them-
felves were under an Obligation to preach and
adhere to, is my Tenth Obfervation.

Here is a fpacious Field to traverfe; a
Subje& fit for a Polemick Writer. I might
with Eafe demonftrate, that there is not one
Se& of Religion now upon Earth, who does
not differ widely from the Apoftles in this
Particular : But as I defign to write with all
~ the Brevity imaginable, I fhall only give one
flagrant Inftance of our own Inferior Clergy’s
Deviation from the Apoftles in this Matter.

~ I have been told by a Gentleman in Black,

[and may the other Gentleman in Black reward
him, if he has deccived me,] that every
fmart dapper Fellow, who ftands Candidate
for Spiritual Authority, muft fubfcribe his
Affent to, and inculcate the Orthodox Do-
@rine of the Thirty Nine Articles of the
Church of England, before he be admitted a
Di@ator to a Congregation.

That Predeflination is the Do&rine of the
Church of England, appears from the Seven.

teenth
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teenth Article among the Thirty Nine
which were agteed upon by the Archbifhops
and Bifhops o% both Provinces, and the whole
Clergy in the Convocation helden at Lon-
don 1n the Year 1562 ; and was approved
and allowed to be helden and executed with-
in the Realm by the Affent and Confent of
Queen EL 12 ABETH, and fubfcribed to by
the Archbifthops and Bifhops of the Upper
Houfe, and by the Subfcription of the wholé
Clergy of the Nether Houfe in their Convo-
cation, in the Year of our Lord 1571,
¥id. 39 Articles.

I fhall tranfcribe as many of the Words as
are moft neceflary to my Purpofe. —— Pre-
‘ deflination to {ifc is the everlafting Pur-
« pofe of God, whereby ( before the Foun-
¢t dations of the World were laid ) he hath
“ conftantly decreed by his Counfel, fecret
“ to us, to deliver from Curfe and Damna-
¢ tion, thofe whom he hath chofen in Chrift
“ out of Mankind, and to bring them b
“ Chrift to everlafting Salvation, as Veflels
¢ made to Honour. As the godly Con-
‘ fideration of Predeftination and our Eic&ion
“ in Chrift, is full of fweet, pleafant .nd
“ unfpeakable Comfort to godly Perfons, and
 fuch as feel in themfelves the Working of
¢ Chrift, &«. So for curious and carnal
 Perfons, lacking the Spirit of Chrift, to
‘“ have before their Eyes the Sentence of
* God’s Predeftination, is a moft dangerous
1 “ DOan
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“ Downfal, whereby the Devil doth thruft
. them either into Defperation, or into
% Wretchlefsnefs of moft unclean Living, no
¢ lefs perilous than Defperation. .

. Now if any Regard is to be had to Oaths

and Subfcriptions, [ which wo Corinthian

Prieft will, I hope, deny ;7 furely thofe fa-
cred Ties. and Obligations will prompt them
to cherith and propagate the Dofirine, which
they have fo openly and fo {olemnly efpoufed.
But, alas! how .many are there who warmly

embrace, and cordially believe and fupport -

this Tenet ! Or, vaher how many are there
who rail at, and vilify thofe who preach

this Do@&rine, branding them with the Name

of Predeftinatians, (viz. all the Diffenters

of what Denomination foever ) as a Mark of .

Infamy, Contempt and Pfleudodoxy ! ‘
Are thefe the legitimate or {purious Sons of
‘the Church 2 Are thefe Men the true Servants
“of the Omnipotent, Juft and Merciful God ?
——Tel] it not in Garh, publifb it not in Af-

calon,

The Eleventh Obfervation is, That the

Apoitles went from Place to Place to make -

Converts,®and ftrengthen thofe whom they
had converted, without taking any Money to

defray their Expences, or furnifhing them-

felves with Neceflaries requifite for the Time
- of their Abode among the Brethren.

E ~ There

\

.
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"‘There is no Religion whatever, which has
not its Itinerants, who keep clofe to this Ex-
ample of the Apoftles, except our own Infe-
rior Clergy ; among whom I cannot find one
Example. 1 muft own indeed, that there is
fometimes & Tranfmigration from one Parith
to another, where one Minifter (with Pockets
well lined) will fwop a Sermon with his
Brother: A fure and certain Symptom of a
Debauch, or idle Week.

“ What Puy 1t is, that among the
“ the many Projeéts now on foot, fome pious
“ and zealous Chriftians will not open a Book
¢ for Subfcriptions to ere® Houfes of Call,
“ where lazy, well-fed, pamper’d Priefts
““ may find a Labourer for the Day of Sab-
“ bath! No doubt but this would be of
“ more Emolument to the Undertakers, than
“ the Proje& for the Grand Fifhery ; and
““ many indigent Souls would be capacitated
“ to pay for a Dinner, who had no other
¢ Dependance, than the Affiftance of the
“ Spirit, to appeale his Mutineering In-
“ teftines, and prevent them from flying in-
“ to Rebellion.

Upon Second Thoughts, it is no difficult
Matter to prove, that feveral Minifters have
travelled Fourfcore or an Hundred Miles to
preach the Gofpel : But then we muft take
notice, that it is for the Sake of a more
profitable Benefice ; that they do not travel
. without Money, without Company ; but
| carry |
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carry with them their Bags and Baggage,
Wives and Children, Maid-fervants and
Man-fervants, their Cattle, and all that were
within their Houfes' and Gatess So charita-
ble are they even to the brute Beafts! And
yet I believe there is not one of ’em, who,
if he fpeaks from his Heart, can fay with
the Philofopher, Omnia mea mecum porto.—

A Twelfth Obfervation is; That the Apo-
ftles difagreed not among themfelves concern=
ing Fundamentals neceffary’ to Salvation
neither did they contradit one another in
their Definitions and Notions of Myfteries
and Fundamentals. , ' C
. The Opinions of Men, relating to the
Means conducive to Eternal Salvation, are as
different as their numerous Se@sand Divifions 3
However, all the Nations in the Univerfe
agree in this one grand Point, an Obje& of
Worthip and Adoration. - This was allow’d -
throughout the World, before the Coming of
our Saviour; but with this Difference, that
fome worthipp’d the True¢ God, others ( like
the Papifts ) moft religioufly bent their Knees
to Gods made with théir own Hands. Now
that they, who profefs and call themfelves
Chriftians, and have but one inerrible Com-
pafs to fteer by, fhould putfue {uch Courfes
as are diametrically oppofite to each other, in
hopes of reaching the defired Port at laft, is
a Subje& which affords much Speculation.

Ea I have
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{ have here a fpacious Field before me, and
fhould | enter into a Detail of the Principles
of every Chriftian Seary, I fhould deviate
from my firft Refolution, and fwelt this little
Tra& into numberlefs Volumes.

As there are many Divines and Enthufiafts,
whe have undertaken to explain and unfold
the Myftery of the Bleffed Trinity, [ a Tafk
too difhicult for the Performance and Compre-
henfion of human Frailty, and which indeed
is a prefumptuous Undertaking ;7 1 fhall here
recite their own Words, and fhew how they
contradi& and clafh againft each other.

* Some of the Inferior Clergy make the
Three Perfons to be external Relations of the
one Subftance of the Deity to Mankind, viz.
Creator, Redecmer, and Sanflifier: And the
fame Reverend Perfon makes each Perfon a
Third of God, as t Length, Breadth, and
Thicknefs make a Cube ; or as || Three Groats
make a Shilling, or Three Nobles a Pound.

<o Some make the Perfons to be Eternal
Modes of Subfiftance, or Internal Relations
of the Subftance of the Deity it felf.

+ Some maintain Three Diftin&, Unequal,
Eternal Beings ; the Firft whereof is alone

* Wallis’s Letters of the Trinity, Let. IIL, p. 40, 41.
+ Firft Letter, p.11.
| Third Letter, p. 42.
& Dr. South’s Animad. and Tritheifm charged.
_ % Fowler's 28 Prop. Bw'li Defenf, Fid. Nic. Cudworth's
Intelled, Syftems  Payne’s S:rmons, ‘
: Self-
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Self-exiftent, and the Second and Third fub-
ordinate.

* Some maintain Three Diftin&, Eternal, |
Equal Beings, whofe Unity is partly numeri-
cal, and partly fpecifical. ‘

Again, ¥ Some make the Do&rine of the
Trinity to confift in Three Diftin&, Eternal,
%erfe&ly Equal Beings agreeing in a Specifick

nity. | '

I )l;lr. Puzszle-Text, the Anthropomorpbite,
is of a different Opinion from all the Divines
who ever wrote upon the Trinity. He fays,
« There are Three Lives ; and that fuch a
¢ Notion will very much contribute to the
“ Honour of God, the Eafe of good Chri-
ftians, and the Difcouragement of Here-
¢ ticks. How can it comport (continues he)
“ with God’s infinite Goodnefs, or confift
with his infinite Wifdom, and fo conduce
to his Honour and Glory, to make the
main Article of the Chriftian Faith fo
puzzling and intricate, as that none of ’em
yet could underftand it themfelves, or ex-
plain it competently to others ? Nay, which
1s far worfe, and {o dithonourable to God,
as not to be endured ; were Chriftians
obliged to believe the Trinity according to

({4
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[{]
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* SherlocK’s Vind. of the Trinity, and its Defence,
+ Braddock’s Dodtrine of the Fathers, &c. Part 1.
" An Anridore againft Ariam{m: By Erafmus Warren, Refor
¢f Worlingron in Suffolk, Anno 1712, T
“ the
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% the common Notion, or ftanding Model of
< it, in order to their future Blifs, they muft
“ then affent to a thing impoffible, to a rank
¢ Contradi&tion, and to a notorious Lie, to
< obtain Salvation ; even that Three Modes
« are Three diftin& Perfons, and fo every
“ one of them God moft truly. —

“ For the Body of Chriftians to recom-
« mend unintelligible Things, and to impofe
“ it on its Members ; and induce People to
¢ {wallow them, to tell them that they are
<« profound Myfteries, when they are perfe&
¢ Nonfenfe, what can be more infamous and
¢ difparaging ?

He afferts, That all Men had a wrong No-
tion of the Trinity to this very Day. :

« For Chriftians (fays he) to enjoy the
« Benefit of the Gofpel for 1700 Years ; to
“¢ be baptized into a Trinity, and profefs that
¢ they believed it as a prime and fundamen-
¢ tal Article; and yet during all thofe Cen+
¢ turies, to have no Notion of it among the
“ Learned and Wife, but what was light and
“ empty, filly, impertinent and nonfenfical
“ to fay no worfe, (if fearched to the Bots
¥ tom) is not this fad and difmal ?

But his Notion of a Trinity runs thus.

t¢ Allow the Divine Effence to be an Infi-
“ nite Eternal Spirit, quicken’d and a&uated
¢ by Three ditin& Lives, and the Firft na-
¢ turally and from Eternity {pringing up in
t it, and as naturally and eternally begettitﬁg

R ’ “t e
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¢ the Second Life, they Two by a like Pre-
‘¢ rogative Power breathing or fending forth
¢ a Third ; in which the prolifick Force and
“ Virtue -of Divine Life was fully fpent,
¢ and did fully terminate ; and the Adora-
“ ble Trinity is moft perfettly and glorioufly
“ conftituted ," and, 1 think, " intelligibly
“ enough. ~ . o e
Let the Reader judge, whether this Notion
is more intelligible than any of the reft,——
He further obferves, that
¢ The Three Divine Perfons have each of
- ¢ them an Image in human Figure, fymboli-
¢ cally reprefenting their Adorable Selves,
This he proves from f{everal Texts of Scri-
pture ; but fure he had little Regard to, or
had forgot the Second Injun&ion in the Deca-
logue.- I remember the Time, whena
Book not half {o glaring and barefac'd as this,
was deem’d worthy of a flaming Sacrifice ;
‘and I admire that no pious Informer, out ¢f
the Abundance of his Zeal for the Atbanafian .
Fundamental of Chriftianity, has been moved
by an internal Impulfe of Religion or Malice,
to prefent and profecute this Pamphlet.. No
Scourge, no wholefome Severities for this au-
~ dacious Levite! He is one of the Inferior
Clergy, a weak Brother ; and thefe are Mo-
tives fufficient to prote& him from the Refent-
ment of other prieftly Delinquents. -

The
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" The Thirteenth Obfervation is, That the
Apofiles were ftri& Followers of their own
Conftitutions, or By-Laws, -

I wuft confefs, that this Obfervation might-
very natugally have fallen nnder the Tenth ;
‘but fince { omitted to recite it in that Placs,
what follows, I hope, inay bt allowed as an
Appendix to it - :

if 1thould affert, ‘That there is not any
Religion whatever, whofe Laws and Canons
have not been violated by the Inferior Clarg y,
T fhould incur the Cenfure of Zealots and
Enthufiafts : But I fee no Reafon for loading
fuch Aflertion with the Calumny of Rafb
. Fudgment, fince it is a Truth daily Obferva-
tion confirms. I fhall not defcend to give
particulr Inftances of each Kind, but hope it
will fufice for the prefent to mention one of
our own Canons, and thew how our High-
- Cburch Spiritunl Worthies, qr Half-Proteflants,
do become Dclinquents : Which {mall Sketch
m+y give us an ldea of the whole. ——Ex
pede Horculem. :

The ssth Canon enjoins every Prieff to
przy for the King upon the Throne nomina-
tim, in the Prayer preceding the Sermon.
But tho’ thefe Confcience-Difpenfers have
taken the Quths to King George, (and would
difpenfe with an Hundred more as big as
St. Paul’s, for a Living half as large) yet
what Evafions and Quibbles do they ?)fe!

ne
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One fays, Pray ye, another, we ate coms.
tuanded to pray; but does it not: Such a Ser-
vant fhould be beaten with many Stripes.
A Third, Let us pray, but banters his Au-
dience like an Orthodox Fuggler; for he does
not pray for the King, tho’ he mentions his
Name. A Fourth, with an heteditary Corin-
thian Face, legitimately High-Church, regards
not the Injun&ion of the Canon. Now may
we not fay to thefe Hypocrites, what our Blef
Jed: Saviour faid to their Brethren the Scribes
and Pharifees, Woe unto ye 2

RIAALNALIALILRADNALRA
- p s

X0 avoid the Cenfure of each fnatling
- Prigfiridden Cynic, who talks much of
the Church and Religion, yet frequent not
“the one, or pradtife the other ; I am obliged,
in Juftification'of my felf, and to fatisfy my
Friends and Ac%:aintance, to declare, That
I have not any Defign to ftrike at the Prieft-
hood. For 1 am throughly convinced, that
_there ought to be a Regimen in the Church,
and its Government by Bifhops is neceflary
and Scriptural'; but yet I will not prefume tQ
determine, whether they are fuch by a Di-
vine or Human Inftitution.

F - Good.
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Good Clergymen are (to me) like beaun-
tiful and ftrong Pillars in an Antique and
ftately Edifice; but vicious Priefts are the
Emblems of corrupted Rafters. As among
the Apofiles there was one falfe Brotber,
whom the Papiffs acknowledge as the Foun-
dation of the Church, viz. PETER; ome
Traytor, as Fudas ; ambitious Perfons, as
Fames and Fobn, who prevailed with their
Mother to follicit the moft honourable Plares
from Chrift; This to fit on his Right Hand,
That on his Left: So likewife there were
fome, who were wholly fpiritual, and had
no Ambitious, no Worldly Views before ’em.
And tho’ among the Tribe of LE V1, there
are Proud, Perfecuting, Covetous, Rebellious,
Perjured Priefls y yet there are fome [ and
Oh! that they were a thoufand times more in
Number, than what Abrabam propofed. to
God for the Prefervation of Sedom and Go-
morrab, ] who are of an bumble and meok
Spirit, Religious, Loyal, Cbaritable Men :
Men of Conftience and Moderation.

But after all, [ greatly fear that the crying
Evils of the Inferior Clergy will never ceafe,
till a Stop be put to the Ordination of Beard-
lef;~Boys and indigent Souls. Thefe are the
Perfons who come before they are called, and
crecp in at the Window, when they fhould
enter at the Door of the Temple. Thefe are
they whom Neceflity obliges, or Prejudice
perfuades to aét contrary to the Laws of Gog



(335)

-and Man, to humour their Patrons, and fup-
“port a Party. Thefe are they of whom the

Pfalmift fpeaks, they are corrupt and become
- abominable. Happy would it be for this Na-

tion, if the Tares which are now growing,
and thofe which are already run to Seed,

were rooted out !
As T am refolved not to be deluded by
- Prigflcraft 5 fo I could wifh that every Man
would refume his REAso N, and not regard
- any Clergyman, of what Title or Denomi-
_nation fo ever, merely becaufe he is a Cler-

gyman ; but be guided in this Particular by
the Words of St. Ambrofe, and give a more

than ordinary Attention to them. Nibil et

in boc [aculo excellentius Sacerdotibus, gublz'-
mius Epifcopis, St Nomen congruat Altioni,
¢ Ao refpondeat Nomini 5 Si non, Nomen
inane, Crimen immane, Ambrof, de Dignitat.
Sacerdot,
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