




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































only recommended in theory. Now, a pecuniary speculation cannot wait years, or perhaps
generations for success; it must succeed rapidly, or not at all. Another consideration
which M. Dunoyer seems to have overlooked, is, that institutions and modes of tuition
which never could be made sufficiently popular to repay, with a profit, the expenses
incurred on them, may be invaluable to the many by giving the highest quality of
education to the few, and keeping up the perpetual succession of superior minds, by
whom knowledge is advanced, and the community urged forward in civilization.

[120] The practice of the English law with respect to insane persons, especially on the all-
important point of the ascertainment of insanity, most urgently demands reform. At
present no persons, whose property is worth coveting, and whose nearest relations are
unscrupulous, or on bad terms with them, are secure against a commission of lunacy. At
the instance of the persons who would profit by their being declared insane, a jury may
be impanelled and an investigation held at the expense of the property, in which all their
personal peculiarities, with all the additions made by the lying gossip of low servants, arc
poured into the credulous ears of twelve petty shopkeepers, ignorant of all ways of life
except those of their own class, and regarding every trait of individuality in character or
taste as eccentricity, and all eccentricity as either insanity or wickedness. If this sapient
tribunal gives the desired verdict, the property is handed over to perhaps the last persons
whom the rightful owner would have desired or suffered to possess it. Some recent
instances of this kind of investigation have been a scandal to the administration of justice.
Whatever other changes in this branch of law may be made, two at least are imperative:
first, that, as in other legal proceedings, the expenses should not be borne by the person
on trial, but by the promoters of the inquiry, subject to recovery of costs in case of
success: and secondly, that the property of a person declared insane, should in no case be
made over to heirs while the proprietor is alive, but should be managed by a public
officer until his death or recovery.

[121] A parallel case may be found in the distaste for politics, and absence of public spirit, by
which women, as a class, are characterized in the present state of society, and which is
often felt and complained of by political reformers, without, in general, making them
willing to recognise, or desirous to remove, its cause. It obviously arises from their being
taught, both by institutions and by the whole of their education, to regard themselves as
entirely apart from politics. Wherever they have been politicians, they have shown as
great interest in the subject, and as great aptitude for it, according to the spirit of their
time, as the men with whom they were cotemporaries: in that period of history (for
example) in which Isabella of Castile and Elizabeth of England were, not rare exceptions,
but merely brilliant examples of a spirit and capacity very largely diffused among women
of high station and cultivation in Europe.

[122] The objections which have been made, with so much virulence, in some of these
colonies, to the Wakefield system, apply, in so far as they have any validity, not to the
principle, but to some provisions which are no part of the system, and have been most
unnecessarily and improperly engrafted on it; such as the offering only a limited quantity
of land for sale, and that by auction, and in lots of not less than 640 acres, instead of
selling all land which is asked for, and allowing to the buyer unlimited freedom of
choice, both as to quantity and situation, at a fixed price.
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