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TO

G~O~G~ ~7~G'~9~
PRESIDENT 0F THE UNITED STATES OF AMEMCA.

S 1 R,

i PRESENT
you a &Mdî Treatife in

defence of thofe Principles of Freedom which
yourexempIatyVtrtuehathjfbcmineatlycon-
trIbutedtoeaaMIih.–ThattheRtghtsofMan

p!ay become as univerfal as your Benpvoïence

can wHh, and that you may enjoy the Hap-
pinds of jteeing thé New World regeneratte
thé Old, is the Prayer of

SiR,lt,

Your much obliged, and

Obedient httmMe Sefvant,

THOMAS PAINE.





P R Ë F A C E

TOTHE

ENGMSH EDITION.

T~ROM the part Mr. Burke took in the

A American Revolution, it was nattai
that 1 ihouldconfiderhim a friendto mankind;
and as .our aequamtance comménced on that
ground, it would have been more agreeaMe

to me to have had caufe ~o continue in that
opinion, than to change it.

At thé time Mr-Burkemadehis violent
tpeech !a~ winter in the EngIHh Parliament
agamA the Freneh Revolution and the Na-
tional Affembly, 1 was în Pans, and had
wntten him, but a fhort time befbre, to in-
jform hîm how proiperouSy mattefs were
going on. Soon after this, I faw his adver-
tifement of théPamphlethe !nten<!edto pub-
Hm: As thé attack'\vas to be made in a
language but Uttte &udt<)d, and tds underftood,
!n France, and as é~eiy tMng ~B~rs by
trannation, 1 promued fome of thé friends
of the Revotuttdn ïn that country, that when-
ever Mr. Bu~ike's Pamphlet cume ibrth,1



would anfwer it. This appeared to me the

more ngceHary to be donc, when 1 faw the
~agrantmifreprefentationswhich Mr. Burke's
pamphlet contams; and that while it is an
outrageous abufe on the French Revolution,
iand the principles of Liberty, it is an !mpo-
fition on the reft of the world.

1 am the more aftoniihedand dUappomted

at this condu~ in Mr. Burke, as (from thé
circumAance 1 am going to mention), 1 had

formed other expe0:ations.
1 had feen enough of the miferiesof war, tp

wim it might nevermore have exigencein thé
Wprid, andthatfbme othermodemigh~befbund

out to fettle the di&rences that fhould occa-
tIonaUy arife in the neighbourhoodof nations.

This certainiy might be donc if Courts were
diipo~d tp fet honeAty about it, or if coun-
tries vrereenlightenedenough not ta be made
thé dupes of Courts. The people of America

had been bred up in the fame. prejudices
againA France, which at that time charaa:er-
M:ed the people of England, but expérience
and an acquaintancewith the French Nation
have moH enectuatlymown to the Americans
thé &!&hopd ofthoife préjudices; and 1 do

not bslieve that more cordial and çonMen-
tiat intercourfe exiits between any two cbun-
tries than between America and France.

When



When 1 came to France in thé Spnng of
t~Sy, theArchMmop ofThouïouie was then
Minifier, and at that time highly eH:eemed.
1 became much acquainted with the pnvate
Secretary of tha<: Minifter, a man of an etuar-
ged benevolent heart; and found, that his
Sentiments and my own perfe~Hy agreed
'with reipeÛ: to the madne~s of war, and the
'wretched impolicy of two nations, Mke Eng-
land and France, continually worrying each
other, to no other end than that of a mutual
increa~ of burdens and taxes. That 1 might
be auured 1 had not mHunderAoodhim; nor
he me, 1 put the MtAance of our opinions
into writing, and fent it to him fubjoining

a rëqueft, that if I thould fee ambng the peo-
ple of England, any difpofition to cultivate a.
better under&andtng between the two nations
than had hitherto prevailed, how far 1 might
be authorized to fay that the fame difpofition
prevaHed on the part of France ? He an-
fwered me by letter.in the moft unreferved

manner, and that not for himfelf only, but
for the Mmi&er, with whofe knowledge die
tetter was declared to be written.

1 put this letter into thé hands ofMr. Burke
a!moA three years ago, and left it with him,
where it ft-ill remains hoping, and at the
famé tune naturaHy expeâ.ing, from thé opi-

nion



mon 1 had condvcJ of him, that hc would
Snd jtbme oppfTtun!ty of making a good ufe

of it, for the purpoieof removing thofe errcrs
and prejudices, which two neighbouringna-
tions, from thé WM.t of knowing each other,
had entertained, to the injury of both.

When the French Revolution broke out, it
certainly afforded to Mr. Burke an opportu-
nity ofdo~g ibme good, had he been dUpo~ed

t6 it Mead of which,. no fooner did he ~ee

the old prejudices weariag away, than he
immediately began fowing the fceds of a new
mveteracy, as if he were afraid that England

and France would ceafe to be enemies. That

there are men in all countries who get their

living by war, and by keeping up the quar-
rels of Nations, is as &ock:ng as it is truc

but when tho& who are concerned in the go-
vernmentof acountry, make it their a:udy to
6)w difcord, and culdvate prejudices between

Nations, it bécotes the more unpardonable.

WIth refpectto a paragraph in this Work

aUudihg to Mr. Burke's having a penfion, thé

report bas been fome tiaie In circulation, at

leait two months and as a perfon is often

thé Ia& to hear what concernshun thé moit

to know, 1 have mentioncd it, that Mr. Burke

may have an opportunityof contradi~ing tht!

rumour, if hc tMnks proper.
THOMAS PAINE.



RIGHTS 0F MAN,
~.i~

A MONG the inciviiities by which nattons or~'Y. individuakprovokeand irritate each other,
Mr. Burke's pamphleton the French Revolution
is an extraordinary inttance. Neither the People
of France, nor the National Affembly, weretroubling themfelvesabout thé affairs of England,
or the Engliïh Parliament; and why Mr. Burke
!hou!d commence an unprovoked attack uponthem, bôth in parliament and in pub!tc, is a con-dua: that cannot be pardoned on the <core pf
manners, nor juftified on that of policy.

There is fcarcely an' epithet of abufe to be
found in thé Engtith language, with which Mr.
Burke bas not loaded thé French Nation and the
National A~mbiy. Every thing which rancour,
prejudice, ignorance, or knowledgecould fuggcft,
are poured forth in thé copious fury of near ~bur
hundred pages, ïn the (tfain and on the pianMr. Burkewas wnting, he might have written ontd as many thou~Mda. Whcn thé tongue or thé



pen is let Joofe in a (renzy Qf paŒon, it is the

man, and not the iub~ect, that becomes ex-
hautted.

Hitherto Mr. Burke bas been mittaken and
diiappointed in thé opinions he had formed of thé
affairs of France; but fuch is the ingenuity of bis.
hope, or thé malignancyof his defpair, that it
furni&Mhinowithnewprctences to go on. There
was a time when it was impoffible to make Mr.
Burke believe there would be àny revolution in
France. His opinion then was, that the French
had nci~hcr<pirit to u~dertake if, nor &rtttude to
<upporHt and now that there is. onc, he feeks

an e<cape, by condemning it.
Not ïuniciently content with abaSng thé Na-

tional Affembly, a greatpart of his work is taken

up with abuËngDr. Priée (one ofthe beA-hearted

men that iives), and the two focieties in Engiand
known by the name of the Revolution Society,
and the Society for ConRitutionai Information.

Dr. Price had preached a fermon on the ~th of
November tySp, being the anniverfary bf what
is called in England, the Revotution whieh took
place t688. Mr. Burke, <peakingofthisfermQn,
~ays, Thé Botitica! Divine proceèds dogmati-

cat!y to aSert, that, by the principles of fhe
Revo!utiont the people of England have ae-

*quiredthreefundan!enta!rights:
t. Tochoo&ourowngovernors.

'a. Toca<hier<hemtbrm)C.:ondf~.

3. To frame a gov~ntnent for ouf.felves.'



Dr. Priée does not fay that the right to do theie
things exifts in this or in that perfon, or in tSis or
in that defcription of perjtons, but that it exifts in
the ~c&, that it is a right refident in the nation.
-–Mr. Burke, on the contrary, dénies that ibûh a
right exi&s in the nation,either in whole or in part,
or that it exi&s any where and, what is &it! tMôM
ftrangeand marveUous,he fays, that the peop~

of England utterly diMaim fuch a right, and
that they wi)! re6a: the pra~icataSerRon of tt
with their lives and fortunes.' Thatmen&outd
tàke up arms, and fpend their lives a!nd fortunes,
not to maintain their rights, but to maintain they
have not rights, is an entire new fpecieà of di<*

covery, and fuited to the paradoxial genius of
Mr. Burke.

The ntethod which Mr. Burke take& to prove
that the people of En'gland have no )fuon rights,
and that fuch rights do not now exift !n thenation,
either in whole or in part, or any where at al!, h
of thé famé marvellous and monftrous kind with
what he has already faid; for his arguments are,
that the perfons, or the génération of perfons, in
whom they did exift, are dead, and ~ith them the
right is dead alfb. To prove dtis, he quotes it
dectaration made by parliamentabouC a hundred
years ago, to Wi!!iant and Mary, in thefe wordsThe Lords Spiritual' and Tempora!, and CûtN-

mons, do, in the name of the'people aforefaid,
–(meaningthcrpeopleofÉng!and then living)–

fhoa: iiumMy and faithfu!!y~~ themielves,
<* their and ~/?<M, for ETER." He a)<b



quotes a claufe of anotherac): of parliament made
in thé fame reign, the terms of which, he fays<

binds us-(meaning the people of that day)-
our and our~cr~, to them, their Mrjand~fn~, to the end of time."

Mr. Burke conceives his point fufficiently e<ta-
b!!(hed by producing thofe claufes, which he en-
<brces byiaying that they exclude the right of thé
nation for ever: And not yet contentwith making
fuch declarations, repeated over and over again,
he further fays, that if the people of England

poSeûed fuch a right before the' Revolution,
(which he acknowledges to hâve been the cafe,
not only in England, but throughout Europe, at
an ear!y period), yet that the )M//M did, ·

at the time of the Révolution, moft folemnly
renounce and abdicaie it, for thcmfe!veSt and
for 4// ~/r~g/?~i~ofever.'
As Mr. Burke occauonaUy applies-thé poi<bn

drawn from his horrid principles, (if it is not a
profanation tocaU them by the name of princi-
ples), not on!y to the Englifh nation, but to thé
French Revolution and the National Affembly,
and charges that àugu(t, Hiuminated and illumi-
nating body of men with the epithet of ~M~r~,
Ï Clatt, ~:M Mr~teœ place another fyftem of
principles in oppoRtion to his.

Thé Engtifh"Par!~mentof t688 did a certain
thing, whieh~fbrthemtelves and their contti-
tuents, they had a right to do, and which it ap-
pesred right (bou!d bedone: But, in addition to
this right, which they poScacd by delegation,



~t'/ ~M~~rt- ~M~M,that of bmd'

ing and controuling pofterity to the end of time.

The cafe, therefore, divides itfelf into two parts
the right which they poucSed by delegation, and

the right which they fet up by auumption. The
firft is admitted; but, with reipect to the iëcond,

1' reply-
There never did, there never will, and there

never can exift a parliament, or any defcription

of men, or any generation of men, in any çoun-
try, pcHeocd of the right or the powerof binding
and controuling pofterity to thé end of

or of commanding for ever how the world ihait

be governed, or who fhall govern it; and there-
fore, all fuch claufes, aRs or déclarations, by

which the makers of them .attempt to do what

they bave neither the right nor thé power to do,

nor the power to exécute, are in thèmfelves null

and void.–Every âge and génération muft be as
free to aa for itfelf, in c~ as the ages and
generations which preceded it. The vanity and

prefumption of governing beyond the grave, is

the moft ridiculous and infbtent of all tyrannies.

Man has ne property in man neither has any
génération a property in the generations which

are to follow. The pariiament or the people of
t688, or of any other period, hadnQ more right

to di(po!eof thé people of the prefent day, or to
bind or to controul them <s aw~pc whatever,
than the parliament or the people of the prêtent
day hâve to difpoteof, bind or controul thofewho

aré to live A hundred or a thoufana years hence.
Every



Every génération is, and muit be, compétent toall the purpofes which its occ~ons require. It
is the living, and not the dead, that are to be ac-eo~od~ted. Wbenmanceafestpbe.hispower
and. h!s waots ceafe with him and having noIpnger any participation M thé concerns of this
wor!d, he has no ronger any authority in direa-~g who~t be its governors,or how its govern-
'PMt ~baU be organ~ed, pr how adminiffered,t am net contending for nor againA any formef govsrnment,nor for nor againft any party here
or eMewhere, That which a whole nation choofep
to do, !t has a right to do. Mr. Burke fays, No.Whsre then thé right exi&? 1 am contend-
Wg for thlt rights of ~he living, and again& their
betiog~tl~d~way, aad controu!ed and contraa:e4K'f. by ths~aau~npt; a~med a~thor:~of th?
<Mad; and Mr. Car~e is contendiag for the au.,thonty of thé dead over thé rights and ~reedometthehv,ng. -yhere was a time when king$dttpo~d pftheir crow~ by will upon their death~
beds, and epn<)gned the pepple, like beaSsofth~!d, te wbate?er <HCMabr th~yappointed.
~hts aow explode~ ajs jfcaF~y to be ren}e~-bercd,aad caoaAro~s

as hardty )to be be~eved:
~e partianpentary da~s

upon wbicb Mr.~~e b~ds h<s political church, are pf thé &mc
aatt)re,

T~e ta~ of ~ery couatry maa be analogo~
<0 <b<B& Mm~on principe In England, N~pareat W ~~ef, npr' t),e aMbority of par~~e~ appâtent as it bat! ca}ted it& can



bind or controul the perfonal freedom even ofan
individuai beyond the âge of twenty-one years:
On what ground of right, then, could thé parlia-
mentofï688, or any other parliament, bind all
pofterity for ever ?

Thofe who have quitted the world, and thofe
who are not yet arrived at it, are as remote from
cach other, as the atmoC: ftretch of mortal imagi.
nation can conceive What poffible obligation,
then, can exift between them what rule or prin-
cipte can be laid down, that two non-entities, thé
one out of exigence, and the other not in, and
who never can meet in this world, that the one
Ihould controul the other to the end of time ?S

In England, it is faid that money'cannoc bc
taken out of the pockets of the people without
their conie~t But who authorized, 'or who could
authorize the parliament of î688 to controul and
take away the freedom ofpo&erity, and litait and
congne their right of aûing in certain cafes for
ever, who were not in exiftence to give or to with.
hold their content ?

A greater abfurdity cannot prefent itfelf to the
MnderH.andingof man, than what Mr. Burke offers
to his readers. He tells them, and he tells the
world to corne, that a certain body of men, who
exifted a hundred years ago, made a law and
that there does not now exift in the cation, oor
ever wi! nor.ever can, a power to alter it. Un.
der how many fubtilties, or abfurdities, has the
divine right to govern been impofed OH thé €M-dulity ofmankind Mr. Burke has difcovefed a.

new



new one, and he has fhortened his journey to
Rome, by appealing to thé power of this infal-
lible parliament of former days; and he producea
what it bas done, as of divine authority for that
power muft certainly be more than human, which

no human power to the end of time can alter.
But Mr. Burke has donc fome fervice, not to

hiscaufe, but to his country, by briuging thofe
claufes into public view. They ferve to demon-
ftrate how neceBary it is at all times to watch
againH: th& attempted encroachment of power,
and to prevent its running to exce<s. It is &me-
what extraordinary, that the oNence for which
James II. was expelled, that of fetting up power
by ~H~«M, <hou!d be re-aéled, under another
&ape and form, by the parliament that expelled
him. le &ews, that the rights of man were but
imperfecHy underftood at the Revolution for,
certain it is, that the right which that parliament
fet up by a~M~MK (for by delegation it had it not,
and could not have it, becaufenone could give it)
over the perfons and freedom of pofterity for ever,
was of the fame tyrannical unfounded kind which
James attcmp:ed to ic;t up over the parliament
and the nation, and for which he was expelled.
The only difference is, (for in principe they dif-
fer not), that thé one was an ufurper over the
living, and the other over the unborn and as
the one has no better authority to ftand upon
than thé other, both of theMmuH: be equally
punandvoid~andafnoeSech



From what, or from whence, does Mr. Burke

prove thé right of any human power to bind poi-
terity for ever ? He has produced his claufes but
he muft produce at(b his proofs, that fuch a right
exifted, and (t)ew how it exifted. If it ever exift-
ed, it muft now exift for whatever appertains to
the natureof man, cannot be annihilated by man.
It is the natureof man to die, and he will continue
to die as long as he continues to be born. But
Mr. Burke has fet up a fort of political Adam., in
whom all pofterity are bound for ever he muit

thereforeprove that his Adam poBeHed fuch a
power, or fuch a right.

The weaker any cord is, the lefs will it bear to
be ftretched, and the worfe is the policy to ftretch
it, unlefs it is intended to break it. Had a perfon
contemplated the overthrow ofMr. Burke's pofi-
tions, he would have proceededas Mr. Burke has
donc. He would have magnifiedthe authorities,

on purpofe to have called the right of them into
queftion; and the inHant the queftion of right was
ftartcd, the authorities mu& have been given up.

h requires but a very ûnd! g!ànce ofthought to
perceive, that alcho' la~s madë in one generation
often continue in force throughfucceedinggênera.
tions, yet that they continue to derive their force
from thé confent of the living. A law not re-
pealed continues in force, not becaufe it cannot be
repeaied, butbecauiëitM~ repealed and the
non-repealingpaiïes for confent.

But Mr. Burke's claufeshavenot even this quali-
fication in their favour. They become null, by

attempt.



attempting to become immortal. The nature of
them precludes confent. They deftroy the right
which.theymigbthave,. by groundingit nn a right
which they MNao~ hâve. Immortalpower is not a
human right, and therefore cannot be a right of
partiaoteM. The parliament of ][688 mtghta~
we!! have ps~d an a<3: to have authorized them.
felvesta Hveforever, as to maketheirauthoritylive
for ever. AU thereforethat can be j[a!dof them )St
that they are a formality of words, of as much im-
posas if :hofewho ufed them had addreiïed a con-
gratuiattoa to themfelves, and, in theorientalMe
ofantiquity, had faid, 0 Parliament,live for everl

Thé circumitances oftheworid are continully
changing, and the opinions of men change aï<b J
and as governmeut is for the tiving, and not for
the deadt it is the living only that bas any right
Mit. Ttat which may be thought right and
found convenient in one âge, naay be thought
wMn~andtbund inconvenient in a~other.'ïo
fuch caies, Whoisto décide~ theliviag, or thé
deadr-

As a!mo& or.e hundred pages of Mr. BurÏce's
book are employedupon the~e cJa~ies, it wM! con-t
i~queRtiy fbHow, tha~ if thé ciaufes themfetves~ (b
far as they fet up an <~am~, dominion
over pa&eritytor ever, are unautharitatjve, and in
theipnatMrenull and void~ that a!! his vohm~inous
inferetteesand déclamation drawn thetefrom, or
founded thereon, are null and void a!/o: aad on~
thts~roMdIrettthemMter.

W~



We now co me more partie u!ar!y to the aSairs
of France. Mr. Burke's book has the appear-
ance of being written as inAru~ion to the French
nation, but if î may permit myielfthe ufe of an
extravagant metaphor, fuited to the extravagance
of the cafe, It is darknefs attempting to illumi-
nate light.

While 1 am writing this, there are accidenta!!y
beforeme fome propofalsfor a declarationof rights
by the Marquisde la Fayette(I afk his pardon for
ufing his former addrefs, and do it only for diftinc-
tion's fake) to the National Affembly, on the ïtth
ofjuiy 1789. three daysbeforethe'taking of the Ba.
itille and 1 cannotbutbe &ruckby obferving how
oppofitethe fources are from which thatgentleman
and Mr. Burke draw'their principles. Infteâd of
referringto muttyrecordsand mouldy parchments
to prove that the rights of the living are !oii, re-

nounced and abdicated for ever," by thofe who

are now no more, as Mr. Burke has donë, M. de
la Fayetteapplies to the living worid., and empha-
tically fays, CaU to mind the fentiments which

Nature has engraved in theheartofeverycitizent
and which take a new force when they are <b-

lemnly recognized by a!Foranation to love
!iberty, it is fufficient that the knows it; and to
be free, it is fuSicienc that &e wit!s it." How

dry, barren, and obfcure, is the fource from which
Mr. Burke'labours and how ine~ctua!, thoùgh
gay with tlowers, are all his declamation and his

argument,compared with thefe clear, concife, and
~bu!-animatu)gfeudtnettM Few sad fhort as they



are, they lead on to a vaft field of generous and
inanly thinking,and do not finiu),like Mr. Burke's
periods, with muûc in the car, and nothing in the
heart.
As 1 have introduced M. de la Fayette, 1

wiU take the liberty of adding an anecdote re-t
ipecUng his farewet addrefs to the Congrefs of
America in 17~. and which occurred freth to
;ny mind wheni faw Mr. Burke's thunderingat-
tackon the FrenchRevolution.-M.de la Fayette
went to America at an ear!y period of the wàr, and

continueda voiuntcer in her fèrvice to thé end.

His condua through the whole of that enterprife

is one of thé moft extraordinary that is to be found

in the hmoryofayoungman,'fcarcely then twenty

years of age. Situated in a country that was like
thé lap pffenfualp~eafure, and with the means of
enjoying it, hpw 'few are there to be found who

woutd exchange fuch a fcene forthewoodsand
~Uderneucs of America,and pa~ the ao~éryyëars
of youth in unpro~tab!e danger and hardthip! but:
fuçh is thé fa~. When the warended, and he was

on the point ôftaking his final departure, he pre-
fented hifnIetftoÇOngrets,and contemplating,in
his aSe~ionate (arewe!,the révolution he hàd feen,
expreH~dhit]n!e!finthe(<!words:A~

MOKMm~, )!o ~~r~ru~as a ?
o~~o~ <M~ <K <~f~<

–Wheh this addrets came tothe hands ofDo&or
Franktin, who was then in France, he appHed to
Count yergënnestohaveic inferced in the French
Gazette, but nevercou!dob[ain his content. Thé

fa<ft.



fa& was, that Count Vergennes was an ari&o.

cratical defpot at home, and dreaded the-example

of the American revolution in France, as certain

atherperfons now dread the exampleof the French
revolution in England and Mr. Burke's tribute of
fear (for in this light his book muA be confidered)

runs parallel with CountVergennes'refufal. But,

to. return more particularly to his work-
We have feen (fays Mr. Burke) the French

<' rebel againft a mild and lawful Monarch, with

« more fury, outrage, and infult, than any people

bas been known to rife againS: the moit illegal

ufurper, or thé moft ~anguinarytyrant.This
is one among a.thoufand other inftances, in which

Mr. Burke &ews that he is ignorantof the fprings

and principles of the French revotution.
le was notagainA Louis the XVIth, but againft

thé defpotic. principlesof the government, that thé
nation revolted. Thefe principles had not their
origin in him, but in the original eN:abli<hment,

many centuries back; and they were become too
deeplyrooted to be removed, and the augeanftable

.ofparaStesand plundererstoo abominably filthy

to be cleanfed, by any thing ûtort of a. complète

and univerfalrevolution. When it becomesnecef-

fary to do a thing, thé who!e heart and foul &ou!d

go into the meafure, or not attempt it. That crifis

was then arrived, and there remained no choicebut

to a& with determined vigour, or not to act at all.
The king was known to be thé friend of the nation,

and this circufn&ance was favourable to the enter-
pritc. Perhaps no man bred up in the ft)!e of an



abfolute K!ng, cverponeBed a heart <b little ditpo.
fed to the exercife of that fpecies of pbwer as the
prefent KingbfFrance. But the principles ofthe
government itfelf dill remained the famé. The
Monarchand the Monarchywere diftinetand fepa-
rate things and it was againft the ettabitOied
defpotifm of thé iatter~ and not againit the per-
ron or principles of the former, that the revolt
commenced, aad the revolution bas been
carried.

Mr. Burke does not attend to the difHndion
between men and~-M~/Mtand therefore, he does
not fee that a revolt may take place againft thedef-
potitmof the latter, while there lies no charge of
defpotiim againft the former.

The natural modération nf Louis XVI. contri.
buted nothing to alter the t~reditarydefpotifm of
the tnonarchy. AU thé tyrannies of former
reigns, a~ed under that hereditary defpotifm, were
H!I! !!aMe to be revived in the hands of a fuc-
ceBbr. It was not the refpite of a reign that
would (atisfy France, entightened as fhe was then
become. A cafual difcontinuance of the ~<'7w
of defpotifm, is not a difcontinuance of its-princi.
~M the former dépends on thé virtue ofthe in-
dividual who is in immédiate po~Ïe~on of the
pôwer; the laater, on the virtue and fbrtitudeof
the nation. In the cafe of Charles I. and James Iï.
of England, the revolt was againH: the perfonal

defpotiftnofthemen! whe) cas in France, it was
againU thebcreditary defpotifin ofthe eftabtifhed
~ovcrnmeht. But men w!to can conugn over thé

rights



rights ofpofterity for ever on the authority of a
mouldy parchment, like Mr. Burke, are not qua-
liHed to judge of this revolution. It takes in a
field too vaft for their views to explore, and pro-
ceeds with a mightinefs of reafon they cannot keep
pace with.
But there are many points of view in which

this revolution m~y be confidered. When defpo-
tifm has eftabiiated it(e!ffor ages in a country, asin France; it is not in the perfon of the King only
that it refides. It has thé appearance of being fo
in ihow, and in nominal authority but it is notfo in pra~ice, and in fact. It has its Aandard
every.where. Every office and departmënt has
its detpotifm, founded upon cuAom and ufage.
Every place has its Baftille, and every Baftille its
defpot. The original hereditary defpotifm refi-
dent in the perfon of the King, dividesand fubdi-
vides itfelf into a thoufand ihapes and forms, till
at laft the whole of it is a~edbydeputation.
This was the cafe in France; and againft this
fpecies of defpotifm, proceeding on throtigh anendlefs labyrinth of office till the fource of it is
fcarcelyperceptible, there is no mode of redrefs.
It Arengthensitfe!fby aaumingthe appearanceofduty, and tyrannifes under the pretence,of obey.
ing.

~Whenamanrenecta
on the condition which

France was in from the nature of her govern-ment, he will fée other caufes for revolt than thofe
which tmmediate!y connea themfelvcs wit)) rh<-
perfon or charaéler uf Louis XVI. There wch,

if



if 1 may fo exprefs it, a thoufand defpotifms to
be reformed in France, which had grown up un-
der thé hereditary defpotifinof the monarchy, and

became fo rooted as to be in a greatmeafure inde-

pendent of it. Between the monarchy, the par-
liament, and the church, there was a rw~~ of
defpotifm; befides the feudal defpotifm operating

locally, and the minmehai defpotifm operating
every-where. But Mr. Burke, by confidering the
King as the only po(EbIeobje'Sofaa revolt, ipeaks

as if France was a village, in which every thing

that paSëd muft be known to its commanding

officer, and no opprefEon could be aN:ed but

whathe could immediately controuL Mr. Burke

might have been in the Baftille his whole life, as
well under LouisXVI. as Louis XIV. and neither

the one nor thé other have known that fuch a man

as Mr. Burkc exifted. The defpotic principies of

thé government were the fame in both reigns,

though the difpofitionsôf the men were as remote

as tyranny and benevolence.

What Mr. Burke confiders ss a reproach to
the French Revolution (that of bringing Mfof-

ward under a reign more mild than thé. preced-

ing ones), is one of its higheft honours. The

revolutions that have takèn place in otber Eoro-.

pean countries, have been excited by perfonal

hatred. The rage was again~theman, and he

becamethe viaim. But, in thé in~oceofFrance,

we fee a rcvolution generated in the rationat~

contemplation of the rights of man, and dif-
tingu<<htng



tinguifhingfrom the beginning between perfons
and principles.

But Mr. Burke appears to have no idea of
principles, whenhe is contemplatinggovernments.

Ten years ago (fays he) 1 could have felicitated
France ou her having a government, without
enquiring what the nature of that government

was, or how it was adminiHered." Is this the
language of a rationable man ? Is ic the language
of a heart feeling as it ought to feel for the rights
and happinefs of the human race ? On this
ground, Mr. Burke muft compliment every go-
vernment in the world, while the vicHms who
(uSer under them, whether fold into Oavery, or
tortured out of exiftence, are wholly forgotten.
It is power, and not principles, that Mr. Burke

vénérâtes, and under this abominable depravity,
he is difqualified to judge between them.-Thus
much for his opinion as to the occafions of the
French Revolution. 1 now proceed to other
confiderations.

1 know a place in America called Point-no-
Point becaufe as you proceed along the fbore,

gay and flowery as Mr. Burke's language,it con-
tinuaUy recedes and prefents itfelf at a diftance
before you~ but when you have got as far as you
can go, there is no point at all. Juft thus it is with

Mr. Burke's three hundred and 6rty-6x pages. It
is therefore difficult to reply to him. But as the
points he withes to cHablim, may be inferred from
what he abufes, it is in his paradoxes that we
muft look for his arguments.

As



As to the tragic paintings by which Mr. Burke
bas outraged his own imagination, and iecks to
work upon that of his readers, they are very weU
calculated for theatrical reprefentation, where
fa~ts are manufa~ured for the fake of Hlow, and
aCcommodatedto produce; through the weaknefs
of fympathy, a weeping ene~t. But Mr. Burke
ihoutd recollea that he is writing Hittory, and
not P~ and that his readers will expert truth,
and not the (pouting rant of high-toned exclama-
tion.

When we fee a man dratnatically lamenting in a
publicationintended to bc believed, that, T~c~0/yM~OHF/ thitt yXf glory of Europe/f ex-~M~e/- f-t'frthat ?~c KK~ ~M<-<-of life

(ifany one knows what it is), ~~ff e/'
)M/M~, ~KK/~O/M~J'M~~a~~Mf~~r-
~r/iE~M~ and all chisbecau~echeQ~ixoteage

of chivalry nonfenfe is gone, What opinion can we
jfbrm.o~hisjudgmenr,or what regard can we pay to
his fa&s ? In thé rhapfbdy of his imagination, he
bas difcovered a worid of wind-miDs, and his for-
rows are, that there are no Quixotes to attack
them. But if the age of ariftocracy, like that of
chivalry, fhouid faU, and they had originaUyfome
connexion, Mr. Burke, thé trumpeter oftheOr-
der, maycontinuehis parody to thé end, and finith
wi th exe!ai ming–" 0~a'jo~cM'j~MM

NotwithitandingMr. Burke's horrid paintings,
when the French Revolution is compared with
that of other countries, the aftonithment will be,
that it is markcd with fo few iacriSces, but this

~ttonifh-



a~omfhment will ceafe when we refleét that
~w~/M, and not perfons, were the meditated
objets ofdeRru~ion. The mind of the nation

was acted upon by a higher (Hmu!us than what
the confideration of perfons could infpire, and
fought a higher conqueft than could be produced
by the downfal of an enemy. Among the few

who fe!], there do not appear to be any that

were intentionaUy fingled out. They all of them
had their fate in thé circum<tancesofthe moment,
and were not purfued with that long, cold-blooded,
unabated revenge which purfued the unfbftunate
Scotch in the affair of t74~.

Through the whole of Mr. Burke's book 1

do not obferve that the Baftille is mentioned more
than once, and that with a kind of implication

as if he were forry it was pulled down, and wiihed
it were buitt up again. We have rebuilt New-

gâte (fays he), and tenanced the manBon and
we have prifons aimott as itrong as the Baftille
for thofe who dare to libel the Queens of
France* As to what a madman,likethe perfon

called Lord G–– G– might fay, and to

Since wrMng the above, two-other places occurin Mr. Burke's
pamphlet,in whichthe nameof the Ballille is mentioned,but in the
fame manner. în the one, he introduces it in a fort of oMeufe
qae&Iont and a&< WiU any minifter<whonow ferve facha king,
with bat a decent appearance of respect, cordiallyebey. the ordenof
thofe whom but the other day, in ~<H!)!!t, they had committedM
thé Baftille ln the other, the taking it i! mentioned as implying
criminality in the French guards who a0!fted in demotiuuBg it.-

They have not (fays he) forgot the taking the king's ta&tea MParii.This i: Mr. Bott:e, who pretendt to Wtitt on conftitu-
ttenattreedom.

whom



whom Newgate is rather a bedlam than a prifon,
it is unworthy a rational confideration. It was a
madman that libelled and that is MHcient
apology and it afforded an opportunityfor con-
fining him, which was thé thing that was wifbed
for: But certain it is that Mr. Burke, who does
not call himfelfmadman, whateverother people
may do, bas libelled, in the moft unprovoked man-
ner, and in the groi!!e& ftile of the moft vulgar
abufe,the wholereprefentativeauthorityofFrance;
and yet Mr. Burke takes his feat in thé Britith
Hou~ë of Commons From his violence and hi s
grief~ his filence on fome points, and bis exce(s on
others, it is difficultnot to believe tbat Mr. Burke
is ibny, extremely forry, that arbitrarypower, the
power of the Pope, and the Baftille, are pulled
down.

Not one glance of compaŒon, not one commi-
fer,ating reflecHon, that 1 can Snd throughouthis
book, has he beftowed on thoie who lingered out
the moft wretched of lives, a Hfe without hope, in
the moft miferableof prifons. It is painfui to be-
hold a man emp!oying his talents to corrupt him-
im Nature bas been kinder to Mr. Burke than
he is to her. He is not aNe&ed by the rêality of
diftrefs touching his heart~ but by the ïhowy
KfemMance of it ftriking his imagination. He
pitiés the plumage, but forgets the dying bird.
Accuftomed to ki& the ariftocratica! hand that
hath purloined him from him<e!f, he dégénérâtes
m~q a compoutipnofart, and thegenu'ne <bu! of
nature fbrfakeshim. His hero or his heroine muft



be a tragedy.vi&im expiring in !how, and not the
rea! prifonerof mifery, fiiding into death in the
filence of a dungeon.

As Mr. Burke has paCedover the whole tranfac.
tionof the Baftille (and his filence is nothing in his
favour), and has entertained his readerswithréfec-
tions on fuppofed faéts diftorted into rea! falfe-
hoods, 1 will giye, fince he has not, fome account
of the circumitances which preceded that tfan&c-
tion. They will ferve to fhew, that lefs mifchief
could fcarcely have accompanied fuch an event,
when confidered with the treacherous and hoftile
aggravations of the enemies of the Revolution.

The mind can hardly pi&ure to itfelf a more
tremendous fcene than what the city of Paris exhi-
bited at the time of taking the Baftille,and for two
days before and after, nor conceive the poNibUity
of itsquieting<b foon. A[ a dtHance, this tranfac-
tion has appeared only as ân ac): ofheroifm, dand~
ing on itfetf: andtheclofepolitical connecHonit had
with the Revolution is lott in the briHiancyofthe
atchievement. But we are to confider it as the
Arength of the partie:, brought man to man, and
contending for the iSue.. The Baftillewas to be
either the prize or the prifon of the aûailants.
The downfal of it included the idea of the down-
fal ofDc!potifm, and this compounded image was
become as figurativelyunited as Bunyan's Doubt-
ing Caftle and Giant Defpair.

The National AûemMy,beforeand atthet!meof
taking the Baftille,was fitting at Verfailles,twelve
mites diftant from Paris. About a week beforethe



rifing ofthe PariHans,and their takingthe Ba&iHc,

it was difcovered that a plot was forming, at the
head of which was the Count d'Artois, the King's
youngeftbrother,for demolifhingthe National Af-
fembly,feizingits members, and thereby cruthing,
by a coM~ de main, aH hopes and proipeûsof form-
ing a free government. For th~ fake of humanity,

as well as of freedom, it is we!t this plan did not
fucceed. Examples are not wanting to thew how
dreadful!y vindiûive and cruel are all old govern-

ments, when they are fuccefsful againft what they
call a revolt.

This plan muft have been ~bme time in con-
templation becaufe, in order to carry it into exé-
cution, it was neceffary to co!!e& a large military
force round Paris, and to eut off the communica-
tion between that city and the National Affembly

at Verfailles. The troops deftinedfor this fervice

were chiefly the foreign troops in the pay of
France, and who, for this particular purpofe, were
drawn from the disant provinces where they were
then ftationed. When they were collected, to the
amount of betweentwenty-fiveand thirty thoufand,
it was judged timeto put théplan iato e~cution.
TheminiSrywho were thecin oSce, and who were
friendly to the Revolution, wereinftantlyditmiSed,

and a new mihi<try formed of thofe who had con-
certed the project~–amongwhom was Count de
Broglio,and tohis fhare wasgiventhe commandpf
thofe troops. The chara~er of this man, as de-
fcribed to me in a letter which 1 communicated to
Mr. Burke before he began to. write bis book, and



from an authority which Mr. Burke weU knowa

was good, was that of" an high-flying ari&ocrat~

cool, and capable of every mifchief."
While thefe matters were agitating, the National

Affembly ftood in the moft periloùs and critical
fituation that a body of men can be fuppofed to aN:

in. They were the devoted victims, and they knew

it. They had the hearts and wiihes of their coun-
try on their fide, but military authority they had

none. The guards ofBroglio furroundedthe hall
where the affémbly fat, ready, at the wordof com-

mand, to feize their perfons,as had beendonc the

year before to the parliameritof Paris. Had the
National Affemblydeferted their tru&, or had they
exhibited figns of weaknefs or fear, their enemies
had been encouraged. and the country depreffed.
When the ûtuation they ftood in, the caufe they

were engaged in, and the crifis then ready to bur&
which thoulddetermine their pèrfonal and political
fate,aod that of their country, and probably of
Europe, are taken into one view, none but a heart
callouswithprejudice, orcorruptedbydépendance*

can avoid interefting itfelf in their fuccefs.
The archbi&op of Vienne was at this time pre-

fident of the National Affembly; a perron too old

to undergo the fcene that a few days, or few
hours, might bring forth. A man of more ac-
tivity, and bolder fortitude, was hecejfïary and
thé National AQembty chofe (under thé form of
a vice-.preMent, for the prefidency &iU refided
in thearchbuhop) M. de la Fayette; and this
is the only inttance of a vice-preMent being

chofen.



choten~ h was at the moment that this ftorm

was pending (Ju!y tï.) that a declaration of
rights was brought forward by M. de la Fayette,
and is the fame which is alluded to in page 17
!t was haMy drawn up, and makes on!y a part of

a mMe extenfive declaration of rights, agreed

upon and adopted afterw. rds by the National Af-
fembly. The particular reafon for bringing it
~bfward at this moment, (M. de la Fayette has
fince informed me) was, that if the National Af-
&mb!y &ou!d ~att in thé thrcatened deH:rua:ioo
that then furrounded it, ~bme traces of its princi-
pïe: might have the chanceoffurvivingthe wreck.

Every thing now was drawing to a crifis. The-

event was freedomornavery; Onooe Cde, an
army of nearly thirty thoufand men on theother,

un onarnaed body of citizens: for thé citizcns of
Paris, on whom the National AGembIy mu(t then
!mnnediately depend, were as unarmed and as un.
ditciptined as the citizens of London are aow.–
The Frenchguards. had given ârong fymptoms ttf
.theirbeiagattached to the national caufebut
their nambers were fmall, not a tenth part of thé
force that Broglio commanded, and their ooicers
'werein.theintere~ofBrogHo.

Mattfr< being aow ripe for exécution, thé new
mini&rymade~heir appearance in onice. Thc
readerwill carry in his mind, that thé Baitille wa&

tahea thé <4<h of Ju)y: thé point of time 1 atM

howtpeakingto.isthetath. Immediatetyon
the newsofthechange of~ini~ryreaching Paris,
m t~ afternoon, s!t the pJay.houies and places of

entertain-



entertainment,ihops and hou<es, were ihut up. The
change ofminiftry was confideredas the preludeof
hoftilities,and the opinion was rightly founded.

The foreign troops began to advance towards
thé city. The Prince de Lambefc,whocommanded
a bodyof Germancavalry,approached by the Place
of Lewis XV. which conne&s itfelfwith fome of
the ftreets. In his march, he infulted and Uruck
an old man with his fword. The French are re-
markable for their re)pe& to old age, and the in.
folence with which it appeared to be done, uniting
with the general fermentation they were in, pro-
duced a powerful eSect, and a cry of ?o ar~M ?
<WM/ fpread itfelf in a moment over the city.

Arms they had none, norfcarcelyany who knew
the ufe of them but defperate refblution, when
everyhopeisat&ake, fupplies, for a while, thé
want of arms. Near where the Prince de Lam-
befc was drawn up, were large piles of ftones
collected for building the new bridge, and
wno thefe the people attacked the cavalry. A
party of the French guards, updn hearing the
firing, rufhed from their quarters and joined the
people; andnightcoming on, thé cavalry retreated.

The ftreets of Paris, being narrow, are favour.
able for defence and the loftinefs of the, houfes,
contiftingof manyftories, fromwhich gréât annoy-
ance might be given, fecured them againft nodur-
nat enterprifes and thé night was fpent in provid*
ing theinfelves with every fort of Weapon they
could make or procure Guns, ~words, black-
fmiths hammers, carpenters axes~ iron crowt, ·

pikes,



pikes, ha~erts, pitchforks, fpits, clubs, Sec. &c.
The incre,dible.numbers with whichtheyàuem.
bled thé next morning, and the ftitt more
incredibjte jreMution tt.ey exhibited, embarraued
and attonifhed their enemies. Little did the new
minittry expe~h fuch a falute. Accu&omed to
Oavery themfelves, they had no idea that Li-
berty was capable offuch inspiration, or that a
body of unarmed citizens would dare to face the
military, force of thirty thoufand men. Every
moment ofthis day was employed incoHecting
arms, concerting plans; and arranging themtetveà
into. the beft order which fuch an inftantaneoua
ïnovementcould afford. Broglio continued lying
round thecity, but made no further advances this
day, and the fucceedingnight paued with as much
tranqui!tyas fuch. a fcene cquld poSibtyproduce.

But décence oniy was not the objeÛ of the ci-
tions..They had a caufe.a.c (take, on which de-
pended their freedom or their ùayery. Thcy
every moment expeûed an attack, or to hear of
one made on the National AHembty and in fuch

a Stuadon, thé mott prompt meafures are fome-
times the bett. The ob)ea that now prefented it-

'«
~eif was the.Baftille and the eclat of carrying
fuch a tbrtrets in the face of.fuch an army, could
not faU to &rike a terror into the new miniftry,
who had fcarcely yet bad time to meet. By foine
intercepted correfpondencethis morning, it was
difcovered, that the Mayor of Paris, M. Deff-
teSeHes, who appeared to:be in their intérêt was
btM'&ying tttetM aud from this difcovery, there

remained



tctnâined no doubt that Broglio would reinforce
the Baftille the entuing evening. ït was therefore
nece1tary to attack it that day but before this
tould be done~ it was 6r& necéfftry to procure a
better fupply of arms than they were then poSëf*
ed or.

There was adjoining to the city a large maga-
zine of arms depoStcd at the Hofpital of the In-
valids, which the citizens fummoned to furren-
der and as the place was not defenfible, nor
Bttempted much defence, they faon fucceeded.
Thus fupplied, they marched to attack the Ba(L
tille; a vaft mixed multitude of all ag~S) and of
&U degrees, and armed with all forts of weapons.
Imaginationwould fait in detcnbtng to itfelf the
appearanceof fuch a proceNon, and of the anxie-
ty for the events whieh a few hours or a few
minutes might produce. What ~tans the min!-
&ry was forming, were as unknown to thé peo-
~!e within the city, as what thecitt~ens were do!ng
was unknown to the miniftry $ aod what move-
ments Brogliomightmake for thé Support o)' fe!i~f
of the place, were to the citizens equally as un-
known. AU was myftery and hasard.

That the Battitte was attacked with an enthuS-
aftn ofhefoifan, !uchûnty as the h!ghe<tat!!ttatioa
cf liberty could iafpire, and carried ta the fpace
df a few hours, is an evettt which thé WofM is
fully poirefed of. 1 am not undertakinga detall
ofthe attackbut bringing into view thé côntp!-
racy againft the nation whkh provoked it, and
which~eUwiththeBatHUe. Theprttb&to which



the new miniftry were dooming the National A<-
fembly, in addition to its being the high altar and
caftle of defpotifm, became the proper objeû ta
begin with. This enterprife broke up the new
miniftry, who began now to fly from the ruin they
hadpreparedfbr others. The troops of,Broglio
difperited,àndMm<etfaedahb.

Mr. Burke bas fpoken a great deal aboutp!pt~
but he bas never once. fpoken of this plot againft
thé National ASembty~ and the Hberties of the
nation and thathe might not, hehaspaSed over
all the circum&anccs<hat might throw it in his
way. The exiles whq have Hed from France,
whofe cafe he fo mucb iotere~s himfelf in, and
from whom he bas had his teHon, fled in confe-
quence of the mifcarriage of this p!ot. No
plot was formed againit them they were
p!ottingagaiaH:others, andthoiewhofe!~ met,
not un~uOiy, the punifhment they were preparing
.to exécute. ButwiHMr. Burkefay, thatifthis
plot, contrived with thé fubtilty ofa-n ambufcadé,
had (ucceeded, the fuccefsful party would hâve
re~rainedtheirwrath.fbtbonS Letthe hiB:oryof
aU old gcvernments anfwer the qucûion.

Whom bas the National Anëmbly brought to
thé fëa~btd ? None. They were themfelves the
devoMd vi~ims of this plot, and they havenot re-
tatiatedt why'then are they charged with revenge
they have not aeted ? In the tremendous breaking
fbrthofa whole people, in which all degrees,
tempera and ehara~ters are confounded, and d'
livering thetn(e!yes~ by 'a miracle of exertion,

ffom



fromthedeAruAion meditated againft them, is it

to be expected that nothing will happen'? f Whet

men are fore with thé fenfe of opprenions, and'

menaced with thé profpe.a: of new ones, is the
ca!mne(s of philofophy, or thé pa!(y of inienË-

bility, to be looked for ? Mr. Burke exclaims
~gaihA outrage; yet thé greateft is that which
Mmfetfhas committed. His book is vo!~me of
outrage, not apologized for by the impulfe of a
moment, but cherithed through a fpace of ten.
n~onths~ yet Mr. Burke had no provocation-no
life, no intereft at ~ake.

More of the citizens feH in this &rugg!ethan of
dteir opponents but four or five perfons were
&ized by the populace, and inftantly put to death;
the Governorof the Baftille, and the Mayor of
Paris, who was dete~ed in the aA of betraying
them, and afterwardsFoulon, one ofthe new mi<

niftry, and Berthierhis fon-in-law,who had accëp-
ted the office of Intendant of Paris. Their-heads

were ftuck upon fpikes, and carried about thé
city and it is upon t-his mode of puni&ment
that Mr. Burke builds a great part of his tfagic
fcene. Let us thereforeexamine how mencame
by the idea of punifhing in this màoncr.

They lear~ it from the governments they !i~e
under, and retaliate the punifhments they have
beenaccu{tomed to behold. The heads &uck

upon fpikes, whieh rëmained for years upon
Tempte-bar, differed 'nothing in thehorror pf
the fcene from tho&Mfncd about upontpikes
at Paris: yet thiawas donc by theEngiiih go-



v~raifMnt. ïttnayperhapsbeiaid~ thatitngn!'
fies nothing to a man what is donc to him after
he is dead, but it CgniHes .louch to the living i

either tortures their feelings, or hardens their
hearta and either <:a{e, h initruets them how

to pt<M<bwhen power faHs ioto their hands.
t.a)? then the axe to the root, and teachgovern.

tiaents. hut~anity. !t is their ~nguinarypunifh-

t~enu which corruptmankind. In England, thé
~a!<bmem in certain cafes, is by ~r~w*

and ~!Mf~ theheaft of the fufîercris

eut out, and heid up to the view of the populace,
In France, under the former govermenc, the pu-
ni<htnenM were not tefs barbarous. ho does

not remetnberthé exécution of PamieM, torn to
pièces by horfes ? TheeSectof thofe cruei ipecta.
c!es exhtbited to the populace, is to de~roy ten-
derne~ or excite revenge; and by the bafe and
&tdeaofgoverntngmenbyterror, intlead of
~(on~ they bec&tne précédents. le is.aver thé
lowe&chfs t~fmankindthat govemment by terror
M intcnd.,ecl to operate, and it is on them that i~

operates to thé wor~ eNect. They have -fenfe

Mtoagh~ to feet they are the obje&s aimed at; and
they in8i'ft in their tura the examptes of terror
they bave been inAructcd to pra~ifc.

TbetO <s in a)~ ~oropean coontries, a large
e~a&ofptOpt~ofthacde~cn~tonwhich in Eng-
la~d is ca!kd tht) Ôfthi$ dais were
tiM)f<! who <;<MBmttted thetturnings and devafta-
t~9 in ~ndaa M 1780, aod of this clafs were
tho~e ~t)jQ)<rHeet the head& cpoa fpikes in Paris.

Foulon



Fou!on and Berthier were taken up in thé coun.
try, and fent to Paris, to undergo their examina.
tion at the Hotet de Ville for the ts ational A<-

iemMy, immediately on the new miniftry coming
into ofBcc, pajfed a decree, which they commu-
nicated to the King and Cabinet, that they ~thc
National Affembly) would hold the miniftry, of
which Foulon was one, refponfiblefor the mea<
fures they were advifing and purfuing but the
mob, incenfed at the appearance of Foulon and
Berthier, tore them from their condu&ors before

they were carried to the Hotel de Ville, and cxc-
cuted them on the fpot. Why then does Mr.
Burke charge outrages of this kind on a whote
peopier As wett may he charge thé riots and

outragesof ty8o on all the people of London,
or thofe in Ireland on all his countrymen.

But every thing we fee or hear offenHve to our
feelings, and derogatory to the human character,
&ou!d lead to other reSections than thofe of re-
proach. Even the beings .who commit them
hâve fome ciaim to our confideration. How then
M it that fuch vaft claires of mankind as art dif-
tinguithed by the appellation of the vulgar, or
the ignorant mob, are fo numerous in all old
countries? Thé tn&ant we afk ourfelves this
queftion, rcSec):ioa feels an an~wer. They arife,

as an unavoidable coniequence, out of. the ill
con&ru&ion of aU old governments in Europe,
England included with thé re&. It is by diftorted,
ly exalting fome mcn, that others are di&ortedly
debafed, tiil the whole. ïs eut of na;ure. A vaft

ma&



mais of mankind are degradedly thrown into thé
tack-groundof the human picture, to bring for-
ward with greater gtare, the puppet.ihow of &ate

and ariAocracy. ïn the commencement of a
Revolution, thofe men are rather the foilowers

ofthe fi~~ than of the ~?~~r~ of iiberty, and

have yet to be inftructed how to reverence it.
1 give to Mr. Burke all his theatrical exagge-

t-ations for fa~ and 1 then afk him, if they do

not eftabliffi the certainty of what 1 here lay down?

Admitting them to be true, they <hew the neceo!"

ty of the French Revolution, as much as any one
thing he could have aBerfed. Thefe outrages

were not the ea~a of thé principles of the
Revolution, but of the degraded mind that
exifted before the Revolution, and which thé
Revolution is caicuiated to refbrm. Place them

then to their proper caufe,'and take the reproach

cfthemtoyourown fide.
ït is to~the hbnourofthe NationalAffembly,

and the city ofParis, that during fuch a tremen-
dous fcene of arms and confuSon, beyond the
controul ofa!! authority, they have beenable,
by the influence of example and exhortation,

to refrain fo -much. Never were more pains

taken to inn:ruct and enHghten mankind, and to
make them fee that their intereft confifted in

their virtuc, and 'not in their revengc, than
have beendifp!ayed in the Révolution of France.
1 now proceed to make fome remarks on Mr.
Burke's account of, thé expédition to Verfailles,

October thé ~th and 6th.
1 cannot"¡'" 1 cannOt



ï cannot confider Mr. Burke's book in fcarcely
any other light than a dramatic performance;
and he muft, 1 think, have conGdered it in the
fame light himfelf, by the poetical liberties he
has taken of omitting tome fa&s, diftortingothers,
and making the whole machinery bend to pro.
duce a (tage e~ect. Of this kind is his account
of the expédition to Verfailles. He begins this
account by omitting the only fa~s which as
caufes are known to be true every thing beyond
thefe !s conjeélure even in Paris and he then
works up a tale accommodated to his own patEons
and prejudices.

It is to be obferved throughout Mr. Burke~s
book, that he never ipeaks of plots <~M/? the
Revotuu;n and it is from thofe plots that all
the mifchiefs have arifen. It iutts his purpofe to
exhibit the confequences without their caufes
It is one of the arts of thé drama to do fb. If
the crimes of men were exhibited with their
fufferings, ftage eNect would fometimes be
loft, and the audience would be inclined to ap-
prove where it was intended they ihouid commi.
ferate.

After all the inveftigations that have been made
into this intricate affair, (the expédition to Ver-
failles), it Ait! remains enveloped in ali that kind
ofmyftery which ever accompanies events produ-
ced more from a concurrence ofawkwardcircum-
Hances.thantrotnSxeddeSgn. Whitethecha-
raaersofmenareforming,as is always the cafe
in révolutions~ there is a reciprocat ïu<picion, and



a difpofition tonniunterpreteachothef)andcveM
parties direcHy oppoStein prineiple, will <bme<

times concur in pufhingforward the fame move-
mentwith very diffcrent views, and with the hopea
of its producingvery different conséquences. A
great deal of this may be difcovered in this em-
barrafïed affair, and yet the i0ue of the wholewas
what nobody had in view.

Theonty things certainly known, are, that Con-
CderaMe uneafinefs was at this time excited at
Paris, by the delay of the King in not (anûioning
and forwardingthe decrees of the NationalASem-
bly, particularly that of the Dff/an~w!

Man, and the decrees of the fourtb of
~fa~ which contained the foundation principles

on which the conftitution was to be ercAed. The
kindcH, and perhaps the faireft conjeAure upon
this matter is, that fomeof the .ninitters intended

to make remarks and obfervations upon certain

parts of them, before they were nnaity fan&ioned
and fent to the provinces but be this M it may,«,

the enemies of the revolution derived hope from
the delay, and the friends ofthe revolution, un-
eatinefs.

During this ftate of fufpeate, the Garde du
Co~t wh'ch was compu&d, as fuch regiments
gcneraUy are, ofportons much conneSed with the
Court, gave anenterfatnment at Verfailles(Q&. t,)
to fome foreign regimentsthen arrived and when

thé entertainment was at thé height, on a fignal

given, thé Garde du Corps tore the nationalcockade

~rotn their hats, trampled it ttndet <bot, and re-
placed



placed ic with a counter cockade pfepared tbr.thc
purpofe. An indignity of this kind amounted to
defiance. le was like dectaring war, and if tnen
will give challenges, they muft expe& confequen

ces. But a!) this Mr. Burke has carefuUykept
out of tight. He begins his account by fay,ing,

Hiftory wiU record, that on the morning of the
6th of O~ober tySp, the King and Q~een of
France, after a day of.confutton,alarm, difmay,
and fiaughter, lay down under the pledged {ec't-
rity iofpuMk {ahh, to tndutge nature 'in a few
hours ofreipite, andtro~bledmelaocholyfe-
po<e." This iB neither the fbberAUe qf hif*

tory, nor the intention of it. It leaves.evcry thing

to be gueBed M, and mt&aken. One would ~c
iea{t think thefe had been a battie and a battre
there probably woutd have been, had it not been
for the moderating prudence of tho!e whano Mf~
Burke involves in his cenfures. By,his ke~ping
the Garde,du Co~ out of 6ghr~ Mr. Butke has
afforded himfelf the dramatic licence .of putting
theKingândQueenmthetrptaces, as if thé ob-
je& of thé expédition was againU them.–But, to
return m my account-

This condu& of the Garde du Corps, as might
weH be expe&ed, alarmed and enraged thé Pan-
Ëans. Thé colours of the caute, and the. caufs
itfelf, were become too united to mi~ake the in-
tention ofthe infult, and the PariGans weredetec-
mined to ca!t thé G~r~'du Co~.f to an account.
Thcrë was certainly nothing of thé ëowatdi<;e of
aSaSnanoa in marchingia thé face ofday to d&-



mand Satisfaction, ifjfuch a phrafc maybeuied,
ofa bodyof armed men who had voluntarilygiven
defiance. But the circumftance which ferves to
throw this affair into embarraiÏment is, that the
enemiesof the revolution appear ta have encoara-
ged it, as well as its friends. The one hoped t6
pteventa civil war by checking it m rime, and the
other to make one. The hopes of thpie oppofëd to
the revolution, refted in making the King of their
party, and getMng hiftt from Verfailles to Metz,
~heiretheyexpe~ed tocoUe~ a force, and fet up
aOandard. We have therefore twodiNerentob~
jeas prefenting them<e!ves at the fame time, and
to be aceomphfhed by the fame means theone, to
chaftife the Gar~ du Corps, which wa~the obje~
ofthePariBans; the other, to render the confu.
fion df <uch a fcenean inducement to thé King t~
<etoS'for Metz.

On the ~th ofOctober,a very numerous body
ofwoMen, and men in the difguife of women,
coHeRedround the Hotel de VHh: or town-hall
at Paris, and fetoff for Verfailles. TheirproMed
objea: was thé Garde du Co~j; but prudentmen
readily recoilect that mifchief is n)oreea6ty begun
than ended and this impreBed itfelf with thé tnore
-force, from the <ufp!eMns already &ated, and the
irregu!arify of ~pch a cavalcade. As fbon there-
fort! as a ifuBSeient force could be coMeaed, M. de
'la Fayette by orders from the civil authority of
Paris, fet off after them at the head of twenty
thoufand of the Paris militià. The revolution
could derive no bene6t from confufion, and its

oppofers



oppofcrsmight. By an amiable and fpirited man-
ner of addrefs, he had hitherto been fortunate in
calming difquietudes, and in this he was extraor-
dinarily fuccefsful;to ~ru(trate,there{bre,thehopes
of thofe who migbtfeek to improve this fcene into
a fort ofjuitiHabieneceHityfor the King's quitting
Verfaillesand withdrawing to Metz, and to pre-
vent at the fame time the coniequeneesthat might
eniue betweenthe Garde du Corps and this phalanx
of men and women, he forwardedexpreHes to the
Kingt that he was on his march to Verfailles, by
the orders of the civil authority of Paris, for the
purpofe of peace and prote&ion, expretBng at the
iame time the neceffity of re&raining thé Garde du
Corps from firing upon the peopte*.

He arMvedat Verfailles between ten and etevea
at night. The G~r<~ du Corps was drawn up,
and the people had arrived fome time before, but
every thing had remained fufpended. Wijftiom
and policy now con58:ed in changing a fcene of
danger into a' happy event. M* de la Fayette
became the mediatorbetweenthe enragedpardes
and the King, to remove the umafinefs which
tad arifen from the delay already S:ated, fent for
the Prefidentofthe National Affembly,and Sgned
<heDeclaration ~~jof Man,and fuch other
parts of ti e con&itution as were in readinefs.

It was now about one in the morning. Every
thing appeared to be compofed, and a général

1 iunwanuMeftin afferting this, as ï had it pef&nat!yt~m M.
~)e la Fayette, with whomt have Uved in h)~!t< of ffientXMpfor
~eufteeayears.



congratulation took place. By the beat ofdrum
a proclamation was made, that the citizens of
Verfailleswould give the ho<pita!ityof theirhoufes
to their feHow-citizens ofParis. Thofe who could
not be accommodated in this manner, remained
inthe Cfeets, or took up their quarters in the
c'chcs} and at two o'cloek the King and Queen

Te 'fed.
In this ftate matferspaCed till the break of day,

when a frefh difturbance arofe from the cenfurable
condoû of fome of both parties, for fuch charac-
ters there wrt! be in all fuch fcenes. One of the
C<!r~ du Corps appeared at one of the windows
of the patace, and the people who had remained
duripg the night in thé ftrcets accofted himwith
rëviting and provocative Janguàg-. In(te$d of
retinhg,as in iuch a cafe prudence would have
di~ated, he preiented his mutker, fired, and kit-
.ied ûae of the Paris rnilitia. Thé peace being
thus broker the people rufhed into the palace in
que&oftheoScnder. Theyattacked the quar-
ters offhe Garde du Corps within the palace, and
purfued them throughout the avenues of it, and
to the apartments of the King. On this tumu~,
not the Queen only, as Mr. Burke bas reprefented
it, but every perfon in the palace, was awakened
and a!arnned; and M. de la Fayette had a fécond
time to interpofe between the parties, the event
of which was, that the Garde du Cc~ put on the
Na);)ona! cock~de, and the natter ended as by
oMtvtot], after thé iofs oftwo or tbree lives.

During



During thé btter part of the time in which
this confuHon was acUng, thé King and Queen

were in public at thé balcony, and neither of
them concealed for iafcty's fake, a~ Mr. Burke in-
~tnuates. Matters being thus appeaied, and tran-
quillity reftored, a generalacctamationbrokeforth,
of Le ~M <7 Paris-Le Roi à jPaWj–Thé King to
Pans. It was the (bout of peace, and immediately
accepted on the part of the King. By this mea-
fure, all future proje&s of trapanningthe King to
Metz, and fetting up the ftandard of oppofition
to the contHtution, were prevented, and the (u<pi-
cions extinguiCied. Tbe King and his family
reached Paris in the evening, and were congra-
tulated on their arriva} by Mr. Bailley the Màyor
of Paris, in the name of the citizens. Mr. Burke,
who throughout his book confounds thing!, per-lons, and principles, has in his remarks on M.
Bailley's addrefs, confounded time atfb. He cen-
fures M. Bailley for calling it, un ~eM_/M<r," a
good day. Mr. Burke Otoutd have informedhim-
felf, that this fcene took up the fpace of two days,
the day on which it began with every appearance
ofdanger and mifchief, and the day on which it
terminated without the mifchiefs that threàtened,¡andthat it is to thispeacetut termination thac
M. Bailley aUudes, and to the arrivât of the King
at Paris. Not lefs than three hundred thou~and
perfonsarranged them&ivesin the procefEon from
.Verfaiites to Paris, and not an a<a: of molettation
was committed during thé whole mMch.

Mr.



Mr. Burke, on thé authority of M. LaUy Tol-
tenda!, a deferter from the National Affembly,
fays, that on enteringParis, the people ihouted,

?oKf ZM f~K~ la lanterne." AM Bifhops to be
hahged at the lanthorn or lamp-po~s.–Itis fur-
prifing that nobody could hear this but LaUy
Tollendal, and that nobody lhould believe it but
Mr. Burke. It has not the !ea<t conneaion with
~any part of the tran<a6Hon, and is totally foreign
to every drcumftance of it. The bifhops had
never been introduced before into any fcene of
Mr. Burke's drama; Why then are they, all at
once, and altogethcr, tout à coup et tout enfemble,
iatrodocednow? Mr. Burke brings forward his
ti&ops and his lanthorn like figures in a magie
lanthorn, and raifes his Scènes by contrait in&ead
of conneaion. But it ferves to Ciew, with the
reft of his book, what little credit ought to be
given, where even probability is fet at defiance,
for the purpofe of defaming; and with this reHec-
tion, in<tead of a foliloquy in praiie of chivalry,
as Mr. Burke bas donc, 1 clofe thé accountofthe
expédition to Ver<aiHe<t*.

hâve now to follow Mr. Burke throughapath-
tefs wildernefs ofrhaptbdies~ and a tbrtofdefcant

Mpqn governments, in which he afferts whatever
he pleafes, on the prefumption of its being be-

An Mmont efthe expedition to VefMttM may be feen it) No.

of the K<fo/«<&Mde Paris, fentaining the «taN ff-ont thé id to
thetethbfOttotMft?~.

Heved,



lieved, without offering either evidence or rea.
fons for fo doing.

Before any thing can be reafoned upon to a
conclufion, certa.d faéts, principles, or data, tb
reafon from, muft be eâablifhed, admitted, or de-
nied. Mr. Burke, with his ufuâl outrage, abufes
the D~fAï/oM Rights of Man, publi&edby
the National Affembly of France as the bafis on
which the con&itutioaof France is built. This he
caUs paltry and blurred fheets ofpaper about the
rights of man.Does Mr. Burke mean to deny
that NMN bas any rights? If he does, then he mu~:
mean that there are no fùch things as rights any
where, and that he has none himfelf for who is
there. in the world but man But if Mr. Burke
means to admit that man has rights, the quettion
then will be, What are thofe rights,and how came
man by them originaUy ?

The,error of thofe who reafon by precedents
drawn from antiquity, refpecting the rights of
màn, is, that they do not go far enough into an-
tiquity. Theydonotgothewhoieway. They ftop
in fome of the iatermediateftages of an hundred
or a thoufand years, and produce what was thëa
done, as a rule for the prefent day. This is no au-thority at ail. If we travel itill farther into anti-
quity, we (haU ftnd a direct contrary opinion and
pra<~iceprcvai!ing, aud if antiquity istobeau-.
thority, a thoufand fuch authorities may be pro-
duced, .fucceaivety contradiéting each other But
if we proceed on, we ihall at laft corne out right;¡
wc ihail corne to thé time when man came from

the



thé hand ofhis Makér. Wbat was he then? Man.
Man was his high and onty title, and a higher
cannot be given him~But of titles1 il)a~ fpeak
hcrea&er.

We afe ot~w got at the origin bf man, and ae
thé origin of his rights. As to the mannér in

which thé wodd has bëcngoverned from that day
tothis, it is no farther any concernofoursthan

to make a proper ufe of the errors or the improve-

m<-ncs which thé hi~ory of it prefents. ThoÏewho'

lived à hundred or a thoufand years ago, were then

rnoderns, as we are now. They had ifMrancteots,
and thofe ancients had others, and we aUb &aU bê
anciëntsinourturn. Ifthefnereaameofanti-
quicy is to gov ern in the aSFâirs oHMe, thepeuplé

who are to tive an hundred or a [houïaad yëaf~
hcnce, may as 'wëM take us {br précèdent, as' wë

make a precedent of th6(e who tived an hundred

or a thoutand year& àgo. thé fa~ is, thstpor-

tions ofântiquity, by prov'ngevery'cbihg, éftabhCï

nothmg. His authdrtty agà~&auihontyaUthë

way, ti!t we corneto the divtne origin bf thé right~

of m~ M thé création. Hère our enquiries {;nd

arëaing-plaee, and our reafon~nds a homç. ïfata~

dtfput<: about the nght& of man'had arifen at thé

dtKance of an hundred years from the création, if
is to this fource 'of authority they mu<1: havere~

~rred, and it is to the ~me fource of authorhy
thacwemuïtnowreïer.

Though 1 rnean not td touch upon any te~nan
principte ofre!igi~n, yet tt may be worth db!erv-

ing, that thc gcnealogyofChriH is f~ed toAdam:
Why



Why then not trace thé rights of man to the crea-
tion of man ? <"iU anfwer the queftion. Bè-

caufe there have been bpttart governnoentt'
thrutting themieivpsbetween, and prefutnptuobHy

working to !«!-m< man.
Ifany génération of men ever potteHed the rtghc

ofdiaattng the mode by which the world <hou!d

be governed for ever, it was the Sr~ generàtiou
tbatexifted; aad if thatgenerattoadidit hot,

no tucceediog generauoncan fhew any authority
for doing it, nor can<et any up. Thé )!!um'nating
and divine principleof thé equa! rights,of mau,
(for it bas iM origin from the Makef of tna~ re-
tates, notonly to the living individaats, but to gé-
nerations of men fucceeding each other. Every
geherâtton is. eq,ual in rights toth$ générations

which .précéder by the. Afne ,ru!'e that ever~

individual is born equat in rights i~ith bis contem~
.poraryt

Rvery hi&or~ of thé creation, and ever traot-.

tion~fy accoun~ whe'ther fron&theiettercttor un.-

tetterëdwortd~ hdwevcr.they m~varyintheir
opinion or bEUefofcer~in paMico~ar~ a!t agrée
in-eHablithing~one point, the KK~ o~Maw; by
which 1 meah< that tbett are aUof~ <~r~, and
confëquently that aH mtnare born equat, and with
equal nataralrtg&t,. in thé famé canner as ifpo-
iterityhadbcea côatt~ued by ~<in&ead6~
M~~ thétatMr being ohty théntode by whiçh

thé former is carded fbtward and eontequeMt~
every cbHdborni!!tc'th<Ewor!dt)rtu(!:becohHdered

?<ïeMvin$tM e~snee'ftom God, Th~ world is.



as new to him as it was to the firft man that ex.
Itted, and his natural right in it is of the lame
kind.

1The MoMc account of the creation, whether
taken as divine authority, or mere!y hittorical, is
fuH to this point,'the unity o~ equatity c/' man.
The expreIBonsadmit of no controverfy. And

God faid, Let us make man in our own image*
In the image of God created he him maie and
&ma!e created he them." Thé diain~ion of

fexes is pointed out, but no other diâin~ion is
even implied. If this be not divine authority, it
ys at !ea(t hiftorical authority, and &ews that the
aqualityofman, & far from beinga modern doc-
trine, is the o!deâ upon record.

It is alfo 10 be obferved, that all the religions
~nown in the world are founded, <b far as they
relate to man, on the HKf~of man, as being all of
one degree. Whether in heaven or in he!i, or !a
whatever &ate man maybe fuppofedté exift here-
after, thé good and the bad are the only diftinc-
tiens. Nay, even the laws of governments are
obliged to ûide into,thisprinciple, by makingde-
grees to conuft in crimes, and not in perfons.

It is one of the greateft of all truths, and of the
higheft advantageto cultivate By'confidering
man in thislight~, and by in&ructinghim to con6-
der himfelf in this light, it places hitn in a dote
conneetionwith all his duties, whether to his Cref
ator, or to the creation, of which he is a part; and
it is only when he forgets his origin, or, to ufe a
!ïM)re fathionaMe phrafe, his birth ~a~~?8/ that



he beeomes di<!b!ute. It is not among the t eaft of
the evils of thé prefent exitting governments in

all parts of Europe, that man, confidered as man,
is thrown back to a vaft diftanée from his Maker<

and theardScia! chafm fiiied up by a (ucceŒon of
barriers, or fort of turnpike gates, through which
he has to pafs. 1 will quote Mr. Burke's catalogue
of barriers thac he has <('t up between man and his

Maker. Puttinghimfelf in the chara~erofhe-
rald, he (ays–" We fear God–we look with <</f

to kings-with aSe~ioh to padiaments–with
duty co magiftrates-withreverence to pneNs,
and with fej(pe& to nobility." Mr. Bbrke has

jfbrgOtMN to put in <<ï~ He has alfo for.
gotten to put in Peter.

The duty of man is not a wildernefs of turnpike

gâtes, through which he is to pafs by tickets f?ofn

one to the other. It is plain and fimple, and con-
fifts but of two points. His duty to God, which

every man muft feel; and with retpect to his
neighbour, to do as he would be done by. If
thofe to whom power is delegated do well, they
will be refpected; if not, they wiH be de<pi<ed:t
and with regard to thofe to whom no power is de-
legated, but who aCume ic, the rational world

can know nothingofthem.
Hitherto we hâve fpoken only (and that but !n~

part) of the natural rights of man. We hâve now
to confider thé civil rights of man, and to <hew

how the one originates from the other, Man did
not enter into fociety to become Tpa~ than he

was before, nor to hâve (ewer rights than he had



teforc, but to hâve thofe rights better ~ecured.

His natural rights are the fopndation of all his
civil rights. But in order to purfue this dittin&ion
with more precifion, it will be nece0ary tp mark
thé diSerenf quatitics of naturaland çivil rights.

A few words wi}t exptain this. Natural rights

tfe thofe whieh appertain to man in right of his
exitteoce. Of this kind are all the inte!!e~uat
tigbts, or rights of the mind, and alfo all thofe
rights of a6ting as an tndividuat for his own com-
fort and happinefs, which are not injurious to the
natural rights of others.Civit rights are thofe
which appertain to onan in right of his being a
toember of ioçiety. Every civil right has for its
foundation, fome natural right pre-e~itting in thé
Tndividuat, but tp the enjoyment .of which his
individua! power is not, in att çafes, <uaicient!y

cmmpeteat~ Ofthis ~i~d are all thofe which relate

ta ~curity Md protection.
Ffono this (hort review, if w' be ca(y to di~tn-

guitb between tbat cta($ of natpra! rights which

tOM retaiM after enteriag into &ciety, and thofe

whichhe throws into thé commoRHockasa meca-
ber of fociety.

Thenatural righ(s wMch he retains, are all thofe

in which the power to exécute is as perfeÛ in thé

individual as the right itfelf. Atoong this clafs,

as is before mentioned, are all the inteilechjal

rights, or rights of thé mind confequently, re-
Mgion is one of thofe rights. Thé oaturat righcs

which are not retainéd, are a!! tho!e in whiçh,

though the right is perfect in the individual, the
t: power



power to execute them isdefc~i~c. Theyan-
<wer not his purpofe. A man, by natural right,
bas a right tojudge in his own caufe and fo far

as the right of the mind is concerned, he never
furrenders it: But what availeth it himtojudge,
if he has not'power to redrefs ? He therefore de-
pofits this right in thé common (tock of fociety,
and takes the arm ofibciety, ofwhich he is a part,
In preference and in addition to his own. Society

grants him nothing. Every man is a proprietor
in fociety, and draws on the capital as a matter of
fighc.

From thefe premifes., two or three certain con-
c!uSons wi!t foilow.

Fir&, That every civil right grows out of a na-
tural righf or, in other words, is a natura! right
exchanged.

Secondly,That civil power, properly conMered
as <ueh, is made up of the aggregate of that c!a(s
of the natural rights of man, which becomes de-
fe<ftive in the individual in point ofpower, and an-
fwersnothispurpo~, butwhencoUe<!tedtoafbcus,
becomescompétent to the purpofe of every one.

Thirdty, That the power produced from 1! ag.
gregate ofnaturalrights, imperfettin power in the
individual, cannot be applied to invade the natu-
rat rights which arc retained in the individual,
and in which the power to execute is as per-
feA as the right it<etf.

We hâve now, in a few words, traced man from

a natural individual to a member of fociety, and
&ewn, or endeavoured to (hew, the qualityof the

natural



naturalrights retained, and of thofe which arecx-
changed for civil rights. Let us now apply thcfe

principles to governments.
In caHing our eyes over thé world, it is ex-

tremely eafy to dittinguith thé govefnmentswhich
have arifen out offbciety,or out of the focial com-
pa&, from thofewhich have not: but to place this
M a dearer light than what a fingle glance may
afford, it will be proper to take a review of the
feveral fources from wbich governments have a-
rifen, and on which thcy have been founded.

They may be all comprehended under three
heads. Firtt, Superttition. Secondly, Power.
Thirdly, The commonIntereS of fociety, and the
common rights of man.

The &n: was a govetnment of prieAcraft, thé
fecond of conquerors, and the third of reafon.

When a fet of artful men pretended, through
the mediumoforacles, to hold intercourfewith the
Deity, as familiarlyas theynow march up thé back-
ftairsinEuropeancourts, the worldwas completely
under the gov ernmentoffuperMtton. The oracles

vere confulted, and whatevertheyweremadeto
&y, became the law and this fort of government
!a~ed as long as this fort of fuperftitionlafted..

Afterthefea tace of conquerors arofe, whofe-

government, like that of William the Conqueror,.

was founded in power, and the fword aSumed thé-

name of a fcepter. Govemments thus e~blimed~
laft as long as thé power to fupport them iaifb

but that they might avail thèmfelves of every
engine in thcir favour, thcy uuited fraud to fbrce~

` and



MM! fet up an idol which they cal!ed Dn'/w
and which, in imitation of the Pope, who aHeûs

to be Spiritual and temporal, and in contradi~ion

to the Founderof the Chriftian religion, twUted

itfelf afterwar ds into an idol of another fhape,

called C~M-~ and State. ~e key of St. Peter,
and the key of the Treafury, became quartered on

one another, and the wonderingcheated multitude
worfhippedthe invention.

When 1 contemplatethe natural dignityof man;
when 1 fée! (for Nature bas not beeu kind enough

to me to blunt my feelings) for the honour and
happinefs of its chara~er, 1 become iriitated at thé

attempt to govern mankind by force and fraud, a:
if they were all knaves and fools, and can fcarcely
avoid diigu& at thofe who are thus impofed upon.

We havenow to review the governmentswhich
<.

!m& ont of Ibcïety, in contradifUncdonto thofe
which ~roie out of luperiHtIon and conqueft.

It has been thought conuderaMe advance to-
wardseâablUMng the principlesof Freedom,to fay,
that government i$ a compaa between thofe who

govern and thofe who are governed: but this cao.
not be true, becaufe it is putting thé eSect befbre
the caufe; for as man muft have exifted before
govemments ext~ed, there neceuarity was a time
when govemmentsdid not e~i~ and confequently
there could pnginaUy ext& no gpvernors to form
fuch a compact with. The && therefore mnH be,
that the individuals ~j, each in his own
perfonal and fbvereign right~ ~~r~J into a <-o~~<!?

each o~<y to produçe a government and this

is



is the only mode in svhich governmentshâve a
fight to anie, and the only principleonwhieh they
have a right to ex!

To poSëfs ourfelves of a clear idea of what go-
vernment is, or ought to be, we inuft trace it to
its origin. In doing this, we Cmtl eafily difcover
that governmentsnluft have anfen,either 0~ of thé
people, or e~cr the people. Mr. Burke bas made.

no d~!n<a:!on. He invefligates nothtng to its
fource, and therefore' he confounds every thing

but he bas fignified his intention of undertaking

at fome future opportunity, a compartibji between

the conftitutionsof England and France. As he
thus renders it a iub)ea: ôf côhtroveriy by thrbwmg
the gauntlet, 1; take him up on his own grdantî.
It is in highchaHenges that high truths hâve the
Dght of appearing; and 1 accept tt With! thé more
feadine~ becaufeit aSordo me, àt thë ~më tirne,

an opportunityofpurfuiog thé ibb;eS:W!th're<pe&
to'governments'ariSngbUtofibciety.

But it will be 6r(t neceffary to deHne what ts
~neaotbya~MK. tfisnocfufBcientthat~ë
atiopt the word we mu& fi.x aUbaftandardBgni-

ncation to ic.
A conftitution is M[ a thing iû namë ûMy, but

~raN:. Ithascot an idéal, butareate~titehe~;
aadwherever it,cannot beproducedtnavi6b!h
~brm, thereisnone. A constitution is a thing<M.

to a government,and a government is ont!y

thé créature bf~conftitution. The con&itutioA

ofcountry is not the act of its government, bftt
~FchepeopieconO.itutinga government. Iris thé

body



body of elcments, to which you can refer, and
qnote articte by article and which contains the
principles on which the government fhatt be e<ta

blifhed, the msnner in which it &aU be organized,
thé powers it <hatt have, the mode ofétions, thé
duration ofpariiamenrs, or by whatotherhame
fuch bodies may be called thé powers which the
executive part of the government &att have< and,
in fine, every thing that relates to checompleat or.
ganization ofa civitgove)'nment,andtheprinciples
on which it ihaU act, and by which it ihall be
bound. A conftitution, therefore, is to a govern.
ment, what the laws made afterwards by that go-
vernment are to a court of judicature. Thecourt
ofjudicature does not make the laws, neither can
it a!ter them; it only acts in conformiryto the laws

made c.
and the government is in like manner go-

vernedbytheeonRitution.
Can then Mr. Burke produce the Eng!i(h Con-

~itution ? If he cannât, we may fairly conclude,
that though it has been fo much talked about, no
fuch thing as a conftitution exifts, or ever did
exitt, and confequently that the people have yet
a conititution to form.

Mr.Burke will not,Iprefume,deny the pontioa
1 hâve a!ready advanced; namely, that govern-
ments arife, either eMy of the, people, or M~- thé.

people. The Eng!i& government is one of rhofe

which arofe out of a conqueft, and hot out of
tbciety, and confequently it arofe over the peoplei
and though it has been much modified from the
oppbrtunity of ctrcumttances unce thé time of



W!an) the Coaqueror,the country ha: never yet
Tcgenerated itfelf, and is theretbre without a
constitution.

ï readily perceive the reafon why Mr. Burke
declined going into the compariibn between the
Englilband Frenchconfticutions,becaufe he could
not but perceive,when he fat down to the tafk, that
no fuch thtng as a conftitution exiftedon hia Ëde
the quettion. His book is certain!y bulky enough
to have contained all he could fay on this <ub}e<
and it would hâve been the be<t manner in which
people couMhavejudgedoftheir feparate meriM,
Why then bas he declined the only thing that was
worth wh!te to write upon? It was the ftrongeft
ground he coud take, if the advantageswere on
his fide battheweake~, iftheywere not and
bis declining to take it, is either a Cgn that he
could not poBeis it, or could not maintaih it.

Mr. Burke faid in a fpeech laft winter in
parliament, That when the National Affembly
SrA met in three Orders, (the Tiers Etats, the
Ciergy, and thé Nobleffe), France had then a
good ednHitu[ion< This ïhews, among nume-
fous other inftances, that Mr. Burke does not
underftand what a conftitution is. The perfons
fo met, were not a ~es, but a convention, to
make a conftitution.

The prefent N'ationa! ACemMy of France is,
ÛrieHy fpeaking, the perfonal tbcia! compad.–
The members of it are the delegates of fbe na-
tion in its e~ chara~er; future aCembiies
~tiil be the delegates ofthe nation in its c~MM~

charaéter.



ehara~er. Theauthority of the prefent ACemNy
is different to what the authority of future ASem"
blies will be. The authority of the prefent one
is to form a conftitution thé authority of future
Auembties will be to legiflate according to the
principles and <brms prefcribed in that confUtu-
tion and if experiencelhould hereafterfhew that
alterations, amendments, or additions, are nece~
fary, the conftitution will point out the mode by
which fuch things ihatt be done, and not leave it
to the diféretionarypower of the future govern*
ment.

A governrnent on the prmciples on which coar
&itution~! gGvernmeatsarifing out of fociety are
eitabtitbed, cannot have the right of alteringitfelf.
Ifit had, it would be arbitrary. It mtght tnxi~e
itfelf what it plcafed; and wherever<ttch a right
!s fet up, it lhews there is no con&imttan. The
&& by which the Eaglifh Parliamentempowere~
it~e!f to fit feven years, &ewsthere is no con&tta<-
tioa tn England. h might, by the &nhe Mff
authon~, have fat any greater number of years"
or for tife. The BiH whteh the prêtent Mr. PiK
brought intopartianoentfome years aga, to reform
patliament, was on the fatue erroneous principle.
The right of refottn is in thé nation in its original
ehara~er, and the ccaHitutionaï methodwouid be
by a gênera! conventioa e~&ed for thé purpofe.
There'is, morcover a paradox in theideaofvitia.
tcd bodies reforming themfelves.

From thefe preliminaries 1 proceed to draw
<ome compantbns. 1 hâve already tpokea ofthp



déclarationof rights; and as 1 mean to bc as con-
cife as poSibie, 1 fhall proceed to other parts of
theFrenchcon~itution.

Thecon~itution ofFrance fays,That every man
who pays a tax of fixty fous per aHas~ (2s. and

6d. EngtUh), is an e)e6i:or,–What article will
Mr. Burke place againtt this ?Can any thing
be thore timited, and at the fame time more capr!"
icious, than the qualifications of deÛOH are in
England? Limited-~becaùfe not one manin an
hundred (I fpeak muchwithin compa(s) )& admi.t-

ted to vote Capriciout–becaufe the loweft cha.
racterthatcan be{uppoMt& exHt, and whohas

not fo much asthevtCbkmeaasofan honefUive-
Hhood, is an dector in fome piaces whUe, in
other places, the man who pays very large taxes,
and bas a known fair character, and thé ~armer

who rents to the amount ofthree or~burhundred
poandsayear, withapropertyon that farm te
three or tbur times that amount is aot admit-
ted to be an elecror. Every thing is but of .nature,

as Mr. Borke fays on another occaCon, in this
frange chaos, andaHfbrtsoffbIJtesare blended

with all forts of crimes. William thé Conqueror
and his defcendantsparcetted out the country in
this naanoect and bribedjbme parts ofitby whae

they eaUedCaarters~tohold the otherparts of it the
better(ubje~edtô thei)~ will. Thisis therea(bnwhy

<b many ôf thofe charters abound in C~mwait J

the people were averfe to' the government efta-
bUthed at'the Conqueft, and the towns were garri-
fôncd and bnbed to enraye thé country. All the



old charters are the badges of this conqueft, and
it is from chis fource that the capricioufnefs of
ejectionsarifes.

The French conftitution fays, That the number
of reprefentatives for any place &a)! be in a ratio
M the number 'of taxable inhabitants ore!ector<
What article will Mr. Burke place againA this?
The county of YorkAire~ which contains near a
million of fbu!s, fends two caunty members, aad
fo does thé county of Rutland, which contaitnot
an hundredth part of that numbir. Thé town of
old Sarum, which contains not three houfes, {ends

two members~ and thetown.ofManchetter,which
contains upwards of fixty thoufand fouls, is notad-
tnitted to fend any. Is there any principle in thefe
things? j[s there any thing by which you can
trace the marks of freedom, or difcover thofe of
wiMom? No wooder, then, Mr. Burke bas decti-
ned the <:ofnpantbn, and endeavoared to i~d
bis Mad<M.frotnthe point by a wild un<y&en]aticat
difplay ofpàradoxical rt~pfbdies.

TheFrench constitution fays, That théNationa!
ASembJy fhall beetedtcdeverytwoyears.What
article will Mr. Burke place'againftthis? Why,
that the nation has no right at ail in the café

that the government is pertecUy arbitrary with
re<pe<âiCOthis point and he can quête for his au.
thority, the precedent of a former patjiamenf.

The French conftitution fay?, There <!ia)t be no
game laws that the tanner on whofe lands wild
gannethaUbefound (fbrit is by the produce of
bis lands they are (ed) ihall hâve a right to what

he



Ixcan take: That there ihall be no rnonopolies
efany kind-thataU<rade OiaU be free, and every
man free t<* follow any occupation by which he can
procure an honeft Jiveiihood~ and in any place,

town or city throughout thé nation.–What wiH
Mr. Burk€ fay to this ? In England,game is made
the property 6f thufe at whofe expence it is not
<ed;andwithre~&tomon~po!ies,thecountry
isrut up into moaopoHes.~ ~Ev~fy chartered town
is ao ari~ocrancat tnon6pb!y ic! itfelf, and thé
<)uatiScationoMeRors procecdsout ofthoie char-
tcred monopo!ics. Is this fret-dom ? Is this <fhat
Mr.Bu)-kemcansbyaconaitut)&n?

la thefe charMM~ mcittûpoties, a man coming
from another part of thé eountry,is hunted from
them as ifhewer~afbteign eoemy/ Ain En~i&<'

man is not ireë of Msown country every oae of
thofe places prefentsa~tarrier in hisway, andteUs
Mmbeis not a 6-eem~a.–tbathe basno r!ghts.
WitMa ~efe monopoltes, are oth~ monopolieSt.

In a city fuch fbriaitaBte~asBath, which contains

betweën t~enty and thiïty t&ou&ad inhabitants,
tas right ofeIeSing TepMfentatives t6 parïlament

is monopoUied by about t)iirty-cae pelions. And
within thefe monopoliëa are AiU others. A man

even of the fame town, whofe parents were not in
circumftancesto givehim an!oecupat!on, is debar-

red, .in many cafés, from the natural right cf ac-
quiring one, be his genius or uiduftry what it may.

Arc thefe things examptes to hold out to a cous.

try regeneratingitfctf from flavery, like France ?–
Certaiitty they are hot; aad.certaia atn I, thatwheaL



the people of England corne to reaect upon them,
they will, like France, annihilate thofe badges of
ancient oppreuion, thofe traces of a conqueredna.
t!on.–Had Mr. Burke poSëned talents fimilar to
the author On the WeaithofNations," he woutd
have comprehendedaU the parts which enter into,
and, by anemblage, form a conffitution. He
would have reafoned from nunutise to magnitude.
Ït is not from his prejudices on!y, but from the
diforderlyca(): of his genius, that he is unfitted
for the fabjeâ he writes upon. Even his gemus
is without a conâitution. It is a g~us at random,
and not a genius conltituted. But he muA fay
îsmething–Hehas therefore mounted in the air
tike a balloon, to draw the eyes of the multitude
&'om the ground they jftand upon.

Much is to be learned from the French conifi-
tution.. ConqueA and tyranny tranfplanted them-
~Ives with William the ConquerorfromNormandy
mto England, and the country is yet disfigured
Mth thé marks. May then the example of aIl
France contribute to regeneratethe &eedom which
a provinceof it deftroyed!

The French conititution fays, That to preferve'
the national reprefentation irom being corrupt,
no member of thé National AHemMy &aU be an
officer of the government, a place-man, or a pen-tioner.–What wiH Mr. Burke place againft this?
1 will whifper his anfwer: I.o~Mand~ Ah!
this government of loaves and fiflies has more mif-
fhief in it than people have yet renectedon. Thé'
National Ai~mMybas made thé dtfcovpry, 'and it

holds



hoMs out ths example to the world. Hadgovern.
ments agreed to quarrel on purpofe to neece their
countries by taxes, they could not have fucceeded

better than they have done.
Many things in the Englifli government appear

to me the rêverieof what they ought to be, and of
what they are faid to be. The Parliament, imper?
ieMy and capricioufly ete~ed as it is, is neverthe-
kis~~t~ to hold the national purfe in for
the nation but in the manner in which an Englilh
parliatuent is con&ruaed, it is like a man being
both mortgager and mortgagee; and in the cafe.

ofmuapp!!cation oftruK, it is the crimmat ntting
in judgment upon bimietf. If thofe who vote the
fupplies are the fame perfons whoreceivethe fup-
plies,when voted, and are to aecount for the expen-
diture of thofe fupplies to thofe who voted them,
it is~M acfox/c ta ~<v~, and the Co-
medy of Error:' concludes with the Pantomine of
HusH. Nelther the muu<teria! party, nor the op-
pafidon, will touch upon this cafe.. The nationa!
parie is the common hack which each mounts up.
on. It is like what the country people call, Ride

and tie–You ride a little way, and then 1

They order thefe things better in France.
The French èonftitution fays, That the right of

warand peace is in the nation. Where elfe fhould
it refide, but in. thofe who are to pay the expence?

Jt h a pfaRicein <omepartaof the country, when two tMMUfrt

have but une horfe, whicb like the national par<e ~i)t not carrydoe-

ble, thatthe<tnen)ounts and tides two or threentiteta-beatt,and
then tics the horfe to a gate, and wa)~:on. When thé ittcnd t~vd-
ter arrives, bctaktsthehoi-~ rides on, mdyaa«bi~comMnion a
die cr Mrs, asd t!ce sgœn i<* f'–J! <«



Ïn Engtand, this right is faid to 'rende in a M~<

~or, (hewn at the Tower for nxpence or a (MUing

a.piece So are the lions and it would be a ~ep

tiearer to reafon to fay it refided in them, for any

inahimatemetaphor is no more than a hat or a cap.

We can a!l fee the abfurdityofworiïuppingAaron's
molten calf,-or Nebuehadnezzar's golden image;
but why do men continue to pra~iie themfelves

the abfurdities they defpife in others ?

It may with reafon be faid, that in thé manner
the Engtim nation is reprefented, it fignifies not
where this right refides, whether in the Crown, or
in the Parliament. War is the common harveït

ofaU thofe who participate in the divifion and ex-
penditurë of public money, in all countries. It
is the art of <-o~f~f~ a~ ~om~ the objec): of it is

an increafe of revenue and as revenuecannot be
increafedwithout taxes, a pretence muft be made

for expënditures. In reviewing the hiftory of the

EngU& govemment, its wars and its taxes, a
by.&ander, not blinded by prejudice, nor warped

by intereft, would declare, that taxes were not
raifed to carry on wars, but that wars were raifed

to carry on taxes.
Mr. Burke, as a Member of the Houfe of Com-

nions; is a part of the Engiith Government and
though he pro&Ëes himfelf an enemy towar, he
abufes thé French ConMtution, which fëeks to ex-
plode it. He holds up the EngUih Governmentas

a model in all its parts, to France but he mould
firft ktlow the remarks which the French make

upon It. They contend, in favour of their own,



that thé portion of liberty enjoyed in England. !$
juA enough to enflave a country by, more produc-
tively than by defpotifm; and that as the real ob.
jeu: of ail delpotifm is revenue, a Govemmcnt jfo
formed obtains more than it could do either by di-
readeipotinn.orinafuUAateoffreedom,and is
therefore, on the ground of intérêt oppofed to
both.. They account alfo for the readinefs which
always appears in fuch governments for engaging
in wars,. by remarking on the diSerent motives
which produce them. In defpotic governments,
wars are the eSeû: of pride but in thofe- govem-
ments in which they become the means of taxation,
theyacquiretherebya morepermanentpromptitude.

The French Conflitution, therefore, to provide
againftboth thefe evils, bas taken away the power
of declaring war from kings and minifters, and
placed the right where the expence muft fall.

When the queftion on the right of war and
peace, was agitating in the NationatASemb!y,
the people of England appeared to be mueh in-
terefted in the event, and higbly to app!aad the
decinon.–As a principle, it applies, as much to
one country as to another. William the Coa-
.querer, as a <:o~frof, held this power of war
and peace in himfeit, and his defcendaots hâve
ever unce claimed it under him as a right.

Although Mr. Burke bas aGerted the right of
the parliamentat the Révolution to bind and con-
troul the nation and potterity for ever, he dénies,
at the famé timf, thac the parliament or the na-
tion had any right to a!ter what he calls the fuc-



ceilion of the crown, in any thing but in part,
or by a fort of modification. By his taking this
ground, he throws the cafe back to the jMor~MM

Ca~K~/? and by thus runninga line of<ucce<Eon
fpringing from William the Conqueror to the
prefentday, he makes it neceffary to enquire who
and what Williamthe Conqueror was, and where
he came from and into the origin, bUtory, and
nature of what are called perogatives. Every
thing muft have had a beginning, and the fog of
time and antiquity <houtd be penetr~ted to dif-
cover it. Let then Mr. Burke bring forward his
William of Normàndy, for it is to this origin that
his argument goes. It alfo unfortunatetyhappens,
in running this line of iucceNon, that another
line, paraiiet thereto, prefents itfelf, which i8<
that if the jfuoceiSon runs in the line of thé con.
queit, thé nation runs in the Une of being con.
quered, and it ought to refcue itfelf from this
reproach.

But it will perhaps be faid, that tho* the power
of dejc!anng war defcends in the heritage of the
conqueit, it is held in check by the right of the
parliament to with-hold the fupplies. It will
always happen, when a thing is originally wrong,
that amendments do not make it right and ie
often happens, that they do as much mifchiefone
way, as good the other: and fuch is thé cafe here;
for if the one rafhly declares war as a matter pf
right, and the other peremptorily with-holds thé
fupplies as a matter of right, thc remedy becomes

bad, or worfe than the di(ea&. The one 6M'ces



the nation to a combat, and thé other ties !t<

hands: b~t thé more probable iSue is, that thé
coMteU will end in a coUufion between the parties,
andbefrtadeafcreentoboth.

~On this ~ueRion of war, three things are to be

<:6h<idcred. Firft, the right of dectaring it 1

Seco<ldiy, the expence of fupportingit Thtrdty~
the t~ode of conduë~ing it aftcr it is declared.
Thc French conftitution pîaces the right wherè
thé' muft fall, and this union can be only
in thé nation. Thé mode of conduaing it aftcf
!tis'deetared, it conngns to thé éxecutivedepart-.
mehA–Were this thé cafe in all countries, wé
&ouM heàr but iitt!e more of wars.

Berbre procéed to conSder other parts ôf thé
French constitution, and by way of rcHeving
thé fatigdë of argument, I wi!i introduce

an anecdote which 1 had from Dr. Frank-.ïih.
Whitethe Doctor refided in France as mini.

S<rûom Americaauring the war, he had nùme-
*aus ~rspoi~is nr:sdc to him by prqjectors ofevery
country and of every kind, who ~viihed to go tb
the land that ftoweth with milk and honey,
America; snd among thé re&, there was one who
oSërcd himfelf to be King. He introduced
his propofal to the Dbc~or by letter, which is now
in the hands ôf M. Beaumarchais, of Paris–-ftat-
ing, firn, fhat as the Americans haddi(mi0ed
orÏentaway* their Kihg, that they wouidwan~

Tbe wprd ht uf6<! was f~~ difiaiBedor &at away.
another.



another. Secondly, that himfelf was a Norman.
Thirdly, that he wns of a more ancient famity
than the Dukes of Normandy, and of a more
honourable defcenr, his line having never been
baftardized. Fourthly, that there was already a
precedent in England, of Kings coming out of
Normandy: and on thefe grounds he refted h!:
oHër, enjoining that the Do&or would forward
it to America. But as the DoAor neither did
this, nor yet fent him an anfwer, the projeter
wrote a fecond tetter, tnwuichhedtdnot, it is

true, threaten to go over and conquer America,
but only with great dignity propoted, that if
his oNer was not accepted, an acknowiedg-

ment of about ~jo,oùo might be made to him
for his generoHty !Now, as atï arguments
fe(pect!ngfu('ce(Eonmu(t neceSarûy connect that
tuccenion with <bme beginning, Mr. Burke's

argumentson this fubject go to fhew, that there
is no Englifh origin of kings, and that they are
defcendants of the Norman line in right of the
Conqueft. It may, therefore, be of fervice to
his doctrine to make this ftory known, and to
inform him, that in cafeofthat natural extinction
to which ail mortaiity is fubjecr, Kings may
again be had from Normandy,on more rea(bnab!e
terms than WiUiam the Conqueror and conte"
quently, that the good people of England, at the
Revolution of t688, M~~ have <&M much bel.
ter, had fuch a generous Norman as ~M known
their wants, and they had known ~r. The chi-
valry character which Mr. Burke fo much ad.

mires,



mires, is certainly much eafier to make a bargain
with, than a j&an~a/~ DM~maM.But, to
return to the matters of the conttitution–

The French conititution fays, ?~<?~ ~a~
sa ~/cf and of confequence, ail that clafs of
equivocal generation, which in fome countries
is called "ar~o<'r<Ky,"and in others "Mo~
is donc away, and the peer is exalted into
MAN.

Tidesare but nick-names, and every nick-name
is a title. The thing is perfeé1:lyharmlefs in it-
<e!f; but it marks a fort of foppery in the human
ehara~ter, which degrades it. le reduces man into
thediminutivfof man in things which are gréât,
and the counterfeit of woman in things which

are little. le talks about its fine ~/w T'/MoH like
a gir], and thews its new ~r/Fr like a child. A
certain writer of fome antiquity, fays, When

1 was a child, thought as a child but when 1

became a man, 1 put away chiidi& things."
It is, properly, from the elevated mind of

France, that the folly of tides has fallen. It bas

outgrown the baby-cloaths of Count and Duke,
and breechéd itfelf in manhood. France has not
levelled it has exalted. Ir has put down the
dwarf, to fet up the man. The punyifm ofa fenfe-
Ie!s word like Duke, or Count, or Earl, has ceafed

to pleafe. Even thofe who poffeffed them hâve
di&wnedthegibberiC!,and as they outgrew the
rickets, have defpifed the ratde. The genuine
mind of man, thirfting for its native hotne, <bci-

ety, contemns the gewgaws thac feparate him



from it. Tides are like circles drawn by thema.-
gician's wand, to contrat the fphere of man's
felicicy. He lives immured within the Baftilleof
a word, and furveys at a diftance the envied life
of man.

1s it then any wonder that tides ihould faH in
France ? Is it not a greaterwonderthey ihould be
kept up any-where ? What are they ? What is
their worth, and what is their amount?" When
we think or fpeak of a y«~~ or a General, wç
aHbciate with It the ideas of office and chara6ter;
we think of gravïty in the one, and bravery in
the other but when we ufe a word Mcr~
title, noideasaSbciatewithit.ThroughaIIthe
vocabulary of Adam, there is not fuch an ani-
mal as a Duke or a Count; neither can we conneA

any cerçain idea with the words. Whether they

mean tlrength or weaknefs, wiOom or folly, a
child or a man, or the rider or the horfe, is all equi-
vocal. What refpe'9: then can be paid tb that
which deferibes nothing, and which means noth-
ing? Imagination bas given figure and chara&er

to eentaurs, atyrs, and down M a!! thé &iry tribeJ
but tides baBe even the powers of fancy, and are
a chimerical non-defcript.

But this is not a!h–~If a whole country is dif-
pofed to hold them in contempt, all theirvalue is

gone, and none will own them. It is common
opinion only that makes them any thing, or np-
thing, or worfe than nothing. There is no occa-
j6on to take tides away, for they take themfelves

away when tbcietyconeurs to ridicule them. This
ipecies

)j



fpecies of !mag!nary confequence has viHbty de.
dined in every part of Europe, and it haftens ta
itsëxitas the world of reafon continues to rife.
There was a time when the loweft clafa of what
are called nobility was more thought of than thé
h!ghc(t is now, and when a man in armourrid!ng
throughout Chriftendom in queft of adventures
was more ftared at than a modem Duke. Thé
wor!d has feen this folly fall, and it has fallen by
bcing!aughedat, and the farce oftitteswill follow
its fate.–Thé patriocs of France have difcovered
in good time~ that rankanddign!ty !n fociety muft
iake à new ground. The old one has -fallen
through.-It muft now take the fubftantial
ground ofcharacter, inftead of the chimerical
ground of tides and they have brought rheir
t t!es to the altar, and made of them a burnt-
offering to Reafon.

If no mifchief had annexed itfelf to thefbHy of
tides, they would not have been'worth a ferious
and forma!dettrucHon, fuch as the Nationat Af-
fembly have décreed them and this makes !t
neceffary to enquire farther into the natare and
charaderof ariftocracy.

That, then, whichiscaMëdariitocracyiafbme
countries, and nobility in others, arofe out of the
governments foundedupoh conque~. It was origi-
ha}!ya militaryorder,<br thépurpôfeofiupporting
miMtarygovernnneht, (for fuch were all' govern-
inents founded in conqueft) and to kefp up a
iuccefHon oï'this order for thé purpoiefbr which
![ was eRabHfbed~ all tbeyoungerbranches ofthofe

families



tàmiliés were difinherited, and the law of~'M:
M;/Mr~~)ietup.

Thenature and charaAerof ariftocracy fhews it-
felf to us in this law. It is à law againft every law
of nature, and Nature herfelf calls for its deftruc-
tion. EftabiiOt family juftice, and ariftocracyfaits.
By the arittocraticai !aw of primogeniture&ip, in

a familyof fix children, 6ve are expofed. AnHo-

cracy has never more than oncchild. The réft are
begotten to be devoured. They are thrown to the
canuibal for prey, and the natural parent prepareà
thé unnatural repaft.

As every thing which is out of nature in man,
an~&s~ more or lefs, the intereft of fociety, fo does
this. A!! the children which the ariftocracy dif-
owns (which are aU, except the eldeft) are, in ge-
nera!, ca& like orphans on a pariih, to be pro-
vided for by the public, but at a greatercharge.
UnneceSary offices and places in governmentsand
courts are created at the expenceof the public, to
maintain them.

With what kind of parental renectionscan the
father or mother contemplate their younger off-
fpring. By nature they are children, and bymar.
riage they are heirs; but by ariâocracy they are
baftards and orphans. They are the nefh and
blood of their parents in one Une, and nothing
akin to them in the other. To redore, therefbre,
parents to their children, and children to their pa-
rents-relationsto, each other, and man to fbciety
–andtoexterminatethemonHerArittocfacy,root
and branch–théFrench conftitutionhas deftroyed



the law ofPAjMdGENtTCRBSHtp. Here then Hes
themoniter; and Mr. Burke, if he plcafes, may
write its epitaph.

Hitherto we have confideredariftocracychiefly
jo one pointof view. We havenow to conBder M

in another. But whether we view it be(bre or be-
hind, or fide-ways, or any way elfe, djmefUcaltyor
publicly, it is ftill a monter.

In France, ariftocracyhad one feature lefs in its
countenance,than what it has in fome other coun-
tries. It did not compofea bodyof hereditaryle-
giOators. It was not a corporation~'<~<M'n:<y,"
for fuch 1 have heard M. de la Fayette defcribe an
EngtiCi Houfe ofPeers. Let us then examinethe
groundsupon which the French con&Itutionbas
refolvedagainft having fuch a Houfe in France.

Becaufe, in the firft place, as is already men-
tioned, ari&ocracy is kept up by family tyranny
and inju&ice..

Secondiy, Becaufe there is an unnatural unSt"
nefs in an ariftocracyto be ïegiQatorsfor a nation.
Their ideas of <n~M~yM/?/~ are corrupted at
the very fource. They begin life by trampiiogon
all theiryounger brothers and Ë&ers, and relations
of every kind, and are taught and educated fo to
do. With what ideas ofjuSice or honour can
that man enter a houfe of legiQation, who ab-
sorba in his own perfon the inheritance of a whole
family of children, or doles outto them fome piti-,
At! portion with the infolenceof a gift ?

Thirdly, Becaufe the idea of hereditary !eg!<!a-

tors is as incontiitent as that of hereditaryjudges,



or hereditary juries; and as abfurd as an hereditary
mathematician, or an hereditary wifeman and as
ridiculous as an hereditary poet-laureat.

Fourthly, Becaufe a bodyof men holding them.
felves accountable to nobody, ought not to be
trufted by any body.

Fifthly, Becauie it is continuing the uncivilized
principle ofgovernments founded in conqueft,and
the bafe ideaof man having property in man, and
governing him by perfhnat right.

Sixthly, Becaufe ari~ocracy bas a tendency to
degenerate the human fpecies.-By the univerfal
oeconorny of nature it is known, and by the in-
fiance of the Jews it is proved, that the human fpe-
cies has a tendency to degenerate, in any fmall
number of perfons, wheti feparatedfrom the gene.
rat Rock of fociety, and intermarrying conftantly
with each other. It defeats even its pretended end,
and becomesin time the oppofiteof what is noble
in man. Mr. Burke talks of nobility; let him (hew
what it is. The greateft charaSersthe world have
known, have rifen on the democratic floor. Arift-
ocracy bas not been able to keep a proportionate
pace withdemocracy. TheartinciaINoBLBthrinks
into a dwarf before the. NoBLEof Nature, and in
the few in&ancesof thofe (for there are fome in ail
countries) in whom nature, as by a naïade, bas
furvived in ariftocracy, THosz MEN DEspïsE ïT.'But it is time to proceed to a new iub]ect.

The Frenchconftitution bas reformed the con-
dition of the clergy. It bas raifed the income
of the lower and middie claSes, and taken &otm



thé higher. None is now lefs than twelve hun-
dred livres (fifty pounds a:er!ing), nor any higher
than about twu or three thoufand pounds. What
will Mr. Burke place againft this? Hear what
he fays.

He ~ays, te That the people of England can fee
without pain or grudg)~g, an archbifhop pre-
cède a duke, they can fee a bi&op of Durham,
or a bi&op of Winche0:er, in poffeffion of

10,000 a-year, and cannot fee wby it is in
worfe.handsthan eftates to the like amountin the hands of this earl or that 'fquire."
And Mr. Burke offers this as an example to
France.

As to thé Hrft part, whether the archbifhop
precedes the duke, or the duke the bifhop, it is~
1 believe. to the people in general, fomewhat
like Sternhold and ~M, or ~~jw aad &
~pA// you may put which you p!eaienrB:~and
as 1 confeÏs that 1 do.not underftand the merits
ofthis cafe, 1 will not contend it with Mr. Burke.

But with refpea: to the latter, 1 hâve fomething
to fay.-Mr. Burke has not put the cafe right.–
The comparifon is out of order, by being put be-
tween the bifhop and the earl or thé 'fquire< It
qught to be put between thé bilhop and the
curate, and, then it will Aand thus peoplec~aK~ M~~ w~û~ pain or grudging, a

~'DK/m, o~.a ~i~M~~r,. M
y~M o~~ ~CK/~K~ ~My, curatep~~<~er~eM?~~Mr, c~j.–No, Sir,
they certainty do noC ~ce <hoj(e things without

greac



great pain or grudging. It is a cafe that applies
itfelf M every man's fenfe of jufUce, and is one
among many that calls aloud for a conftitution.

In France, the cry of ~n- ~~Mr~
was repeated as often as in Mr. Burke's book,
and as loudly as when the diffenters' bill was be-
fore the Englifh parliament j but the generality
of the French clergy were not to be deceived by
this cry any longer. They knew, that whatever
the pretence might be, it was themfelves who
were one of the principal objets of it. It was
the cry of the high beneficed clergy, to prevent
any regulation of income taking place between
thofe of ten thoufand pounds a-year and the
parilh prieft. They, therefore, joined their cafe
to thofe of every other oppreffed clafs of men,
and by this union obtained redrefs.

The French contfitution has abo!ifhed tythes,
that fource of perpétuai difcontent between the
tythe-holderand the parifhion?r. When land is
held on tythe, it is in the condition of an e&ate
held between two parties; the one receiving

one-
tenth, and theother nine-tenths of the produce:
and, confequently, on principles of equity, if
the eftate can .be improved, and made to produce
by that improvement double or treble what it did
before, or in any other ratio, the expenceof fuch
improvement ought to be borne in like propor-
tion between the parties who are to fhare the pro-
duce. But this is not the cafe in tythes the
farmer bears thé whole expence, and the tythe-
ho!der takes a tenth of thé improvement, in ad-

dition



dition to the original tenth, and by this means
gets the value of two-tenths inftead of one.
This is another cafe that calls for a conftitution.

The French conftitution hath abolithed or re.
nounced yo/~r<<oa, and Intolerance alfo, and hath
cftabtithed UM~VERSAL RtGHTOF CONSCIENCE.

Toleration is not the oppofite of Intolérance,
but is the ~mi~r/c~ of it. Both are deipotifms.
The one affumts to itfelf the right of with-hold-
ing Liberty of Cunfcience, and the other of
granting it. The one is the pope armed with
tire and faggot, and the other is the pope felling
or granting indulgencies. The former is church
and Hâte, and the latter is church and traffic.

But Toleration may be viewed in a much
Sronger light. Man worfhips not himfelf, but
his Maker and the liberty of confcience which
he claims, is not for the fervice of himfelf, but
of his God. In this cafe, therefore, we muft
neceSarity have the aSbciated idea of two beingst
the morfal who renders the worfhtp, and the IM-
MoaTAi. BEING who is worfhipped. Toleration,
therefore, places itfelf, not between man and
man, nor between church and church, nor be-
tween one denomination of religion and ano-
ther,. but between God and man; between the
being who worlhips, and the B~tNc who is wor-
ihipped and by the fame aA of a0umed autho-
rity by which it tolerates man to pay his worthip,
it pieiumptuouny and biaiphemouuy fets itfelf
up to tolerate the Almighty to rcceive it.

Were



Were a Bill brought into any parliament, en-
titled AN ACT to tolerate or grant liberty to

thé Almighty to receive the worfhip of a Je~
or a Turk," or to prohibit the Almighty
from receiving it," all men would ftartle, and

call it blafphemy. There wonld be an uproar.
Theprefumptionoftolerationin religious mat-
ters would then prefent itfelf unmafked: but
the pretumption is not the lefs becaufe the name
of Man" only appears to thofe laws, for the
affociated idea of the wor/X'~<'r and the wo)~
ped cannot be (eparated.–Who, then, art thou,
vain duft and alhesl by whatever name thou arc
called, whether a King, a Bifhop, a Church or
a State, a Parliament, or any thing elfe, that
obtrudeft thine infignificance between the foul of
man and its Maker ? Mind thine own concerns.
If he believes not as thou believeft, it is a proof
that thou betieveA not as he believeth, and there
is no earth!y power can détermine betweenyou.

With refpeû: to what arc called denominations
of religion, if every one is left to judge of its cwn
religion, there is no fuch thing as a religion that
is wrong; but if they are to judge of each others
religion, there is no fuch thing as a religion that
is right; and therefore, aU the world is righr,
or all the world is wrong. But with refpe& to
religion itfelf, without regard to names, and as
dire~ing itfelf from the univerfal family of man-
kind to the Divine objedt of all adoration,
man bringing ~a ~tf Maker the fruits o~ his ~Mr<,
and though thofe fruits may d:Nër from cachother



like thé fruits of the earth, the gratefui tribute
of every one is accepted.

A Bifhop ofDurharn, or a Bifhop of Winchef-

ter, or the Archbifhop who heads the Dukes, will

not refufe a tythe-fheaf of wheat, becaufe ir is not
a cock of hay; nor a cock of hay, becaufe it is

not a fheaf of wheat; nor a pig, becaufe ic is
neither the one nor the nther but thefe fame
perfons, under the figure of an eftablilhedchurch,
will not permit their Maker to receive the varied
tythes of man's devotion.

One of the continua! chorufes of Mr. Burke*s
book is, Church and Scate he does not mean
fome one particular church, or fome one parti-
cular (late, but any church and Aate; and he ufes
the term as a general figure to hold forth the po-
litical doctrine of always uniting the church with
thé Hâte in every country, and he cenfures the
National Affembly for not having donc this in
France.Let us beilow a few thoughts on this
fubjcct.

AU religions are in their nature mi!d and be-
nign, and united wir.h principles of morality.
They could not have made profelites at nr~ by
profeffing any thing that was viciousj cruel, per.
iccuting, or immora!. Like every thing e~e,
they had their beginning; and they proceeded by
perïuauon, exhortation, and example. How
then is it that they !o~e their native mildnefs, and
become moroie and intolérant ?

It prcceeds from thé connexion which Mr.
Burke recommends. By engendering the church

widt



with the ftate, a fort of mule animal, capable
oniyofde~royins,and not of breeding up, i~pro-
duced, catkd The C~rfA ~<tM</&~ by Law. le
is a franger, even from <ts birth, to any parent
mother on whtch i[ is begotten, and whom ia
time it kicks out and deftroys.

The inqutfition in Spain does not proceed from
the religion originaUy profeffed, but from this
mule-animal, engendered between thé church and
the &a[e. Thé uurntngs in Smithfield procceded
from the fame heterogeneous produaion and it
was the regeneration of this frange animal in
England afterwards, that renewedrancour and ir-
religion among thé inhabitants, and thatdrove the
people calledQuakersand Diffenters to America.
Perfecution is not an originat feature in CH~

re!i-
gion but it is always the ~rongly-m?rkedfeature
ofatHaw-re!igions, or religions eftaMithed by
law. Take away the law-eftablithment, and every
retigion reaGumesits origical benignity, Ïn Ame-
rica, a Catholic Ptiett is a good citizen, a gopd
charaéter, and a good neighbour; an Epi<copa-
Han Minifter is of the famé description and this
proceeds, independendy of the men, from thsre
being no iaw'eftabliïhmentin America.

If alfo we view this matter in a temporal fenfe,

we )hat) fee the iU efreds it bas bad on the prof-
perity of nations. The union of church and Rate
bas impoverifhed Spain. The revoking thé edi&
of Nantes drove the filk manufacture trom
France into England and church and itate are
now driving the cottoo manufacture from Eng-



land to America and France. Let then Mr.
Burke continue to preach his antipolitical doc-
trine of Church and State. I[ will do fome good.
The National ASembiy will not fbtiowhis advice,
but will benefit byhis folly. It was by obferving
thé iil eSectsofit in England, that America bas
been warnedagainft it and it is by expcriencing
them in France, that the National Affembly have
abolilbed it, and, like America, have eftab!i(hed
CNJVERSAL RtGHT OF CONSCIENCE, AND UNt-
VJERSAL RIGHT O? CITtZENSmP*.

1 wiU here ceafe the comparifon with reipe~
to the principles of the French conftitution,,and
conclude this part ofthe fubjech with a few ob-
fervations on the organization ofthe formai parts
of the French and Engtiih governments.

The

When !n any coantry we <<t extrtor<)!nary<:ircam<t!t)tMstaking
place, theynaturaiiy lead any man who has a talent for oMa-tatiutt
fBd inve&igation, to enquire into thé cauf~s. The manofa&urn
of Manchelter, Birmingham, and ShejEdd, are thé principal ma..
«MfaaatesinEogtm~. FfomwhenMdidthieanfe? Aiittteob.
~ertation will explain the cafe. Thtpnntipat, and thé generatity
of thé inhabitantsof thofe places, are not of what is called in Eng-
land, ~c~effA ~tM~y&tw, and they, or their fathers, (for
it is withinbut a fe~yeart~ withdrewfrom thé peifecutionof t))e
thartered towne, where te&'tawa more particntarty operate, and
tfhMithtda fort of afylum for themfelves in thofe places. It was
thé ouly afylum thtt then ottered, for the reft of Europe was
wo~c.–Botthé cafe is now changing. France and America bid
àll comers we)come, and initiate them into tH the righM of citizen.
&ip. Policyand intereft, therefore,"))), but pertap! too !ate, die-
t~te in England, what reafon and }u&)M tottM not. Tho<e n<ana.
factaretare witbdrawing, and are ar!ungin otherp!atM. There is

now ere&ingat PaSey, three mitea from Pan*, a hrge cotton-mi)),
and feveral are already ere&edin America. Soon after thé rejeaing
tbt BiU <<M*repealingthe teS-hw, one of the fichtS manufacturer,
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feft thtm.

Thé executive power in cach country is in thé
hands of a pertbn fiiled the King; but thé French
constitution difUnguifhesbetween thé King and
the Sovereign It confiders the dation of King

as onicia!, and places Sovereignty in thé nation.
The reprefentativesof the nation, who com-

pofe the National Afrembly, and who are the le-
gillative power, originate in and from the people
by ete&ion, as an inherent right in thé peop!e.–
ln England it is otherwife; aud this arifes from
the original eftablifhment of what is called its.
monarchy; for, as by the conqueft aU the rights
of the people or the nation were abforbed into
the hands of the Conqueror, and who added the
tide of King to that of Conqueror, thofe fame

matters which in France are now held as rights
in the people, or in the nadon, are held in Eng-
land as grants from what is calléd the Crown.

in Engtand raid in my hemng, Eng~nd, Sir, M not a country
for a diNtnter to live in–we moft go to France-" The<e are
trutha, and it is doing juttice to both parties M tell them. It is

<:hit9y the diffenterswho have earriedEnglifu MnuMturM to the

height they are now at, and thé fame men. hâve it in their power t<

carry them away and thoagh thc& manufafhtres will afterwards

continueto be made in thofe places, the foreignmarket will be )o&.

Thereare frequentlyappearingin the London GMctte, extraSs from

certainsas ta preventmachines and perfons,as far at they tan extend

to perfons,from going out ofthe country. It appears from thefe, tjat
the ill effef2a of the teft-laws and church-efhb)i<hnMnt begin to be

machfafp~ed; but the remedy of forte can never fupply the re-

medy of reafon. In the progrefs of lefs than a century, all the un-
~pr<<ente(tpart of England,of a)t denominations, which is at ieatt

a hcndrcd timM the mo& nameroas, may begin to M the necefEt)'

<~<tMn<t'tutioo,Mdthtnaitthofem~teMwit) Mme regularly tx-



Thé Parlement!a Enghod, in both its branches,
7.

was erected by patents from the defcendantsof
the Conqueror. The Houfeof Commons did not
originate as a matter of right in the people to de-
legate or etect, but as a grant or boon.

By the French conftitution, the Nation is always

.named before the King. The third article of the

Déclaration of rights fays, 72' M ~~a~-
ly ~~cKr~ (or fountain) ~'a/owr~<)' Mf"

Burke argues, that, in ti.ng)and, a Kiug is the
fountain-that he is the fbuntainofatt honour.

But as this idea is evidently defcended from the
Conque~ 1 thaM make no other remark upon it,
than that it is the nature of conqueft to turn every
thing npude down and as Mr. Burke wHt noc

be refuted the privilege of ~pcaking twice, and as
there are but two parts in the figure, the~oK~Ha

and the~of~ he will be right the fecond time.
The French conftitution puts thé legitlative be-

fore the executive thé Law before the King;
La Loi, Le Roi. This alfo is in the natural order
of things becaufe laws mun: have exiftence, be.
fore they ean have execution.

A King in France does not, in addrening him-
<etf to the National Auembiy, fay, My alfem-

bly," fimilar to the phrafe ufed in England of
U ~Farliament,"neither can he ufe it conuftendy
with the conftitution, nor could it be admitted.
There may be propriety in the ufe of it in Eng-
land, becaufe, as is before mentioned, bothHoufes
of Parliament originated from what is called the

Crown by patent or boon-and noc from the



inhérent rights of the people, as the National
Atrembly does m France, and whofename deng-

nates its origin.
The Prefident of the National Affemblydoes

not afk the King /c grant /o the J~y liberty of

as is the cafe with the Englifh Houfe of
Commons. Thé contUtutionaI dignity of the
National AHembtycannot debafe itfelf. Speech

is, in the firft place, one of thé natural rights of

man always retained and with refpect to theNa-
tional A8emb!y, the ufe of it is their duty, and

the nation is their <!?~-< They were cleifted

by the greateit body of men exercifing the right
of e!e<3.ion the European world ever faw. They
~prung not from thé filth of rotten borougbs, nor
are theythev-.tuai reprefentativesofan~ocratical

ones. Feeling the proper dignity of their cha-
raaer, they fupport it. Their pariiamentaryJan-

guage, whether fur or againft a queflion, is free,

bold, and manly. and extends to all the parts and
circum~ances of the cafe. If any matter or fub-
ject refpeaing the executive department, or the

perfon who prefides in it, (the King), comes be-
fore them. it is debated on with the fpirit of men,

and thé language of gentlemen, and their anfwer,

or their addrefs, is returned in the fatne itite.

They ftand not atoofwith the gaping vacuity of
vulgar ignorance, .nor bend with the cringe of
~ycophaHtic infignificance. The gracefu! pride
of truth knows no extremes, and preferves, in

every latitude oflife, the right-angted charactef
of man.



Let us now look to thé other fide of the qup~
tion.-In theaddreNesofthe Englifh Parliament,
to their Kings, we <ee neither the intrepid fpirit
of the old Parliaments of France, nor the ferene
dignity of the prêtent National Affemblyneither
do we <ee in them any thing of the HHe of Eng-
tifh manners, which border fomewhat on blunt-
nefs. Since then they are neither of foreign ex-
tfa<3:ion,nor naturally of Ëngiith production, their
origin mu(t be fought for elfewhere, and that ori-
gin is thé Norman Conqueft. Theyarcevidently
of the vaSa!age c!a(s of manners, and emphati-
cally mark the proftrate diftance that exifts in no
other conditionof men than betweenthé conquer~-
or and the conquered. That this yaHaiage idea
and ftile of fpeaking was not got rid of even at
the Révolution of 1688, is évident from the de.
claration of Parliament to William and Mary, in
thefe words We do mo(t humbly and faith-

fu]!y~3~M/ ourfelves, our heirs and pofterities,
for evet SubmifEon is wholly a vaffalage

term, requgnant tothe dignity ofFreedom, and

an ecno of the language ufed at the Conque{t.
As the eftimationofall chings is by comparifon,

thé Révolutionof t688, however from circum-
H a nées it may have been exalted, beyoud its va-
lue, will finditslevel'. It is already on thé wane,
eclipfed by the enlargingorb of reafbnt and the
lurhinous révolutions ofAmerica and France. In
lefs thari another century, it will go', a$ well as
Mr. Buike's Jabours, to the famity vauit of ait
the Caputets." Mankind will then fcarcely believe

that



that a country caHiog icfetf free, would fend to
Holland for a man, and clothe him with power,
on purpofe to put themfelves in fear of him, and
give him aimoft a million fterling a-year fb))eave
to~~ themfelvesand their pofterity, !)ke bond-
men and bond-women, for ever.

But there is a truth that ought to be made
known: 1 have had the opportunity of feeing it,¡
which is, ~e~a~M~ appearaiices, tf
not any deffcription if men ~M'a<ï~g
MK~ courtiers. But they well know, thac if ic

were feen by otb:rs, as it is feen by them, the
juggle could not be kept up. They are in the con-
ditionof men who get their living by a &ow, and

to whom the folly of that fhow is fo familiar tha:
they ridicule it, but were the audience to be made
as wife in this reipeA as themfelves, there would
be an end to the &ow and the profits with it.
The difference between a republican and a cour.
tier with re~peR:to monarchy, is, that the one op.
pofesmonarchy, believing it to be fomething; and
the other laughs ac it, knowing it to be nothing.

As 1 ufed fometimes to correfpond with Mr.
Burke, believing him then' to be a man of~bundcr
principles than his book ihewshim to be, 1 wrote
to him laft winter from Paris, and gave him an
account how profperouCymatters were going on<
Among other fubjects in that letter, 1 referred to
the happy fituation the National Affembly were
placed in; that they had taken a ground on which
their moral duty and their political intereft were
united. They have aot to hold out a language

which



which they do not themfelves believe, for the

fraudulent purpofe of making others believe it.
Their dation requires no artifice to fupport it, and

can onty be maintained by enlightening mankind.

It is not their intérêt to cherifh ignorance, but to
difpel it. They are not in the cafe ofminifteria!

or an oppofition party in England, who, though
they are oppofed, are AiM united to keep up the

commun myttery. The National Affembly muft

throw open it magazine of light. It muft fhew

man the proper charger of man; and the nearer
it can bring him to that AanJard, thé Uronger the
National Affembly becomes.

In contemplating thé French conftitution, we
fee in it a rational order of things. Thé princt-
p!es harmonife with thé forms, and both with

their origin. It may perhaps be faid as an excufe

for bad forms, that they are nothing more than

forms; but this is a miftake. Fcrms grow out
of principles, and operate to continue the prin-
ciples they grow from. It is impoffible to. prac-
tife a bad farm on any thing but a bad principle.
It cannot be ingrafted on a good t.~e; and where-

ever the fbrms in any government are bad, it is a

certain indication that the principe are bad a!<b'

1 will here finahy clofe this (ubjea. 1 began it
by remarking that Mr. Burke had -po/M?~~ de-
c!ined going into a comparifon of the EngUth

and French constitutions. He apologifes(in page
24.1) for not doing it, by faying that he had not
time. Mi'. Burke's book was upwards of eight
months in hand, and is extended tb a volume of

three



three hundred and fixty-Bx pages. As his omif-
fion docs injury to his cauic, his apology makes
it worfe; and men on thé Englilh fide the water
will begin to connder, whether there is not fome
radical defec): in what is called the Englilh con-
Aitution, that made it neceJfary for Mr. Burke

to fupprefs thé cbmparifbn, to avoid bringing it
into view.

As Mr. Burke has not written on'con~itutionsj
fo neither bas he writtenon the French revolulion.
He gives no account of its commencement or
Its progreis. He only expreues his wonder.

le looks," fays he, to me, as if 1 were in a
great'criSs, not of the aSairs of France a!onet
but of all Europe, perhaps of morethan Europe.

All circuhtftances taken together, the French
revofution the moft aAoni&ing that: has
hitherto happened in the world."
As wife men are aftonifhed at foolilh things,

and other people at wife ones, 1 know not on
which ground to account for Mr. Burke's a&o-

cuhment; but cettr-in it is, that he does notun-
derAandthe French rcvolution. It has apparendy
burft tbrthr like a création from a chaos, but it is

no more than thé conïequenceof a mental révolu-
tion priorily exifting in France. The mind of
the nation had changed before hand, and the new
order of things bas naturally M!owed thé new
order of thoughts.–1 will here, as concifeiy as
1 can, trace out the growth of the French revolu-
tion; and mark thé circumftancestbathave con-
tfibuted to producc it



The defpotifmof Louis XIV. united with the
gaiety of his Court, and the gaudy ostentation of
his cbaraûer, had fo humbled, and at the fame
time fo fafcinated the mind of France, that the
people appeared to have loft all fenfe of their own

dignity, in contemplating that of their grand Mo'
narch and the whoie reign of Louis XV. re-
markable only for weaknefs and effeminacy, made

no other alteration than that of fpreading a fort
of lethargy over the nation, <rom whichitthewed

no difpofirion to rife.
The on!y figns which appearedof the fpirit of

Liberty during thofe periods, are to be fbund in

the writings of the French philofophers.. Mon-
tefquieu, prefident of the Parliament of Bour-

deaux, went as far as a writer under a defpotic

government could well proceed and being
obliged to divide himfelf between principle and

prudence, his mind often appearà under a vei!t

and we ought to give him credit for more than

he bas expreÛed.
Voltaire, who was both the ttatterer and the

iatirin: of deipotifm, took another line. His
forte-lay in expofing and ridiculing the tupedt~
tiens which pneA-cratt united with ftate-craff
forte lay in expoGng and ridiculing the <uper<t~

tiens which prieA-craft united with ftate-craft
had interwoven with governments. It was not
from ihe purity of his principles, or his love of

mankind, (for fatire and philanthropy are not
naturally concordant), but from his Urong capa-
city of feeing folly in its true &ape, and his ir-
refiftiblc propenfity to expote it, that he made

thofe attacks. They werehowevefas~rmida-



ble as if thé motives had been virtuous; and he
merits the thanks, rather than the eneem of man-
kind.

On the contrary, we find in the writings of
RouCeau, and the Abbé Raynal, a lovelinefs of
Sentiment: in favour of Liberty, that excites re.
~pe<3-, and elevates the human facuJties, but
having raifed this animation, they do not dire<3:
its operations, and leave the mind in love with
an objeû, without defcribing thé means of pof".
ieSing it.

The writings ofQ~e<hay/Turgot,and the friends
of thofe authors, are of the ferious kind but
they laboured under the fame difadvantage wirh
Montefquieu their writings abound with moral
maxims of government, but are rather dire<Sed

to ceconomite and reform the adminiftration of
the government, than the government itfelf.

But aU thofe writings and many others had
their weight; and by the digèrent manner in
which they treated the fubje'3: of government,
Montesquieu by his judgment and knowledge
of laws, Voltaire byhis wit, Roujïeau and Ray-
na! by their animation, and QuefhayjMd Turgot
by their moral maxims and tyftems ofcaconomy,
readers of cvery clafs met with fomething to their
taCe, and a fpirit of political enquiry began to
diffufe itfelf through the nation at the time the
dispute betweenEngland and the then colonies of
America broke out.

In the war which France afterwardsengaged
in, it is very well known that the nation appeared



to be beforchand with the French n~!n!Rry. Each
ofthctn had its view but thofe views were di*.
rected to differerttabjects; the one fought tiberty,
and théother retatiationon Engtand. The French
oSccrs and 'foldiers who after this went to Ame-
rica, were eventua!!y placed in the fchool of
Freedom, and learned thé pMdtce as well as th~
prihcipteaofttbyheart.

As it 'was impoŒbIe to feparate thé miiitary
evenM which took place in Am~~ica from the
principles of the American revolution, thé pub-
lication ofthofc events.in Ftimce necetrarily con-
ne~ed thémfelveswith thé principles which pro-'
ducedthem. Manyofthe <a&s were in them-
&Ives principles J fuch as thé declaration. bf
American independence,aad thé trcaty of a)!iaace
between France and America, which recognifed
the naturat.nght of man, andjuninedreC~ance
tooppreBioa.

Thé then MinMer ofFrance, CountVergennes,

vas not thé friendofAmerica; aad -ic is'both
jufficè and gratitude to iay~ that it was thé Queen
of France who gave (he caute of America a'
fa<hion at the French Couft. Count Verg"nne$

was thé perfonal and ïbcial friend of~Df. Frank-
lin ) and the Bo&or had obtained, by his fenSMë
gracefutnefs, a fort of innbence bvër hint but

with re~ec!: to pnnciples, Coùat Vergenhes was
adeipott~
The fituation of Dr. Franklin as MinMer front
AmeMea to Franec," &outd be taksa into the

'chaw



chain of circumftances. The diplomatie cha-
ra~ter is of irfelf the narrowdt fphere of fociety
that man can act in.. It forbids intercourfe by a.
reciprocity of fufpicion; and a diplomatie is a
fort of unconneéted atom, continually repeiïing
and repelled. But this was not the café H'ith Dr.
Franklin. He WM not the diplomatie ofaCourf,
but of MAN. His chara~eras a philofopherhad
been Jong ejftaMiihcd, and his circle of fociety tn
France was un!verfai.

Count Vcrgennes refifted for a conCderabIc
time thé publication in France of thé Amotcan
conititucions, tranflated into the French language;
but even in this he wa' obliged t0 give way to
public opinion, and a ibrt of propriety in admit-
ting to appear what hehad undertaken to defend.
Thé American confiitutions were to liberty, what
agrammaristolanguage: they deHne its parts
of Speech, and pracHcaUy conâruc): them into
~yntax.

The peculiar fituation of thé then. Marquis >

de la Fayette is another !ink in the gréât chain.
~Ie ferved in America as an Americanofficer un-
der a-commifEonof Congrefs, and by theuniwer*
Mity:ofhis acquaincance,was in clofe friendihip
with the civil government of America, as well as
with thé mHitary line. He fpoke the language of
thecountry, enteredinto thé diicufSons on the
principtes ofgovernment, and was always a wei-
come friend at any élection.

9
When the war ctofed, a vaft reinforcenient to)

the càuie of Liberty ~pread ttielfover France by
thë



the return of thé French officers and foldiers. A

knowledge of thé pradice was then joined to the
theory and ait that was wanting to give it féal
exiftence, was opportunity. Man cannot, pro-
perly fpeaking, make circumftancesfor his pur-
pofe, but he always bas it in his power to
improve'them when they occur, and this was the
cafe in France.
fM. Neckar was difplaced in May t78t; and

by the iU management of the finances afterwards,

and particu!ar!y during the extravagant admini-
ftration of M. Calonne, thé revenue of France,
which was nearly twenty-four millions fterling

per year, was become unequal to the expenditure,

not becaufe the revenue had decreafed,but becaufe
the expenceshad increafed and this was the cir-
cumftance which the nation laid hold of to bring
forward a revolution. The Eng!iih Minifter,
Mr. Pitt, has frequently alluded to the ftate of
the French finances in his budgets, without un-
derftanding the fub~e~. Had the French Pariia-

ments been as ready to regi&er edi~s for new

taxes, as an Engtifh Parliament is to grant them,
there had been no deraagemeat in the finances,

nor yet any revotution but this will better ex-
ptainit(e!faslproceed.

It wi!t be neceNary here to &ew how taxes

were formerly raifed in France. The King, or
rather the Court or Mini&ry aSing under the ufe
of that name, framed thé edi~s for taxes at their

own difcretion, and fent them to the Parliaments

M be reglfteted for until they were regiftered
by



by the Parliaments, theywerenotoperative. D!~

putes had long exifted between the Court and the
Parliaments with refpeA to the extent of the Par-
hament's authority on this head. The Court
infifted that the authority ofParliamentswent no
farther than to remonftrateor Ihew reafons againft
the tax, refervingto itfelf the right ofdetermining
whether the reafons were well or iU-founded~f
and in confequence thereof, either to withdraw
the ediû as a matter of choice, or to order it to be

cnregiftered as a matter of authority. The Par-
liaments on their part infifted, that they had not
onty a right to remonftrate, but to reje~r, and on
this ground they were always fupported by thé
Nation.

But, to return to the order of my narrative-
M. Calonne wanted money and as he knew the
ûurdy difpoCtion of the Parliaments with re<pe&

to new taxes, he ingeniouily fought either to
approach them by a more gentle means than that
of direét authority, or to get over their heads by

a manœuvre: and, fur this purpofe, he revived
the projeR of affemblinga body of men from the
feveral provinces, under the N:i!e of-an ANem-
bly of the Notables," or Men ofNote, who met
in t~S/t and who were either to recommend

taxes to the Parliaments, or to a& as a Parlia.
ment themfelves. An Alfemblyunder this name
hadbeenca!!edint6ty.

As we are to view this as the firft pra&icat ftep
towards the révolution, it will be proper to enter
into fome particulars reipe~ing it. The ASem-



H~ of the Notables, bas in fome places been mi~-
taken for the Staces-Genera!, but was wholly a
digèrent body the Siates-Genera! bring always
by c)c<~ion. The perlons who compo)cd the A<-

JoT)b)y of the Notabies were ail no~ninated by the
KIng, and confifted of one hundred and fofty
members. But as M. Calonne could not dépend

upon a majoricy of this A<Tfmbfy in his favour~
he very ingeniouOy arranged them in fuchaman-
ner as to make forty-(bur a majority of one hun-
dred and fbrty to eSc6t this, he difpo<cd of them
into ieven &parate committees, of tweh'y m<'m-

Lers each. Every general qucftion was to be

decided, not by a majority of perlons, but by

a majority, of committees; and as ejeven votes
wouidmake a ma~orny in a commitreë, andrbur
cordfDittees a majority of feven, M. Catonne had
good reafon; tô conclude, thàt as forty-fourwould
détermine any general queftion, he cou!d not b~
OtX-voted. But all his plans decéived him, and
in. thé ev:ent became his overthrow.

The then Marquis de la Fayettè Was'p!aced in
thé iecond commi:[ee, of which Coant D'Artois
wat preCdent and as chôney-matters wa& thé

~<b)e&, it naturally brotight imo viëw every cir-
<:amu:ance cohne&ed with it. M. de !a Fayette
madea a verbal charge againft Calohne, (or ft-Iling
crown-!ands to thé amouht of fwo mii~iôns of
livres, in a manner thaï appearcd tb beunknown
to thé ~ing. Thé Count D'Artois (as if tp inti-
m!dare/ for the Ba<ti)Je was theo in being) aïked
thé Marquis,, if he wouîtt rehder thé charge m

witing?



writing ? He replied, that he would.-The
Count D'Arroisdid not demand it, but brought

a meuage from the King to that purport. M.
de la Fayette then delivered in his charge in
writing, to be given to the King, undertak.
ing to fupport it. No fartherproceedings were
had upon this afîair; but M. Calonne was foon
after difmiffed by the King, and fet off to
England.

As M. de la Fayette, from the experience of
what he had feen in America, was better ac-
quainted with thé Science of civil government
than the generality of the members who com-
pofed the ASembIy of the Notables could then
be, the bruntof the bufinefs fell conGderabty to
his&are. Theplan of thofe who had a constitu-
tion ïn view, was to contend with the Court on
the ground of taxes, and fome of them openly
profeuedtheir object. Députes frequently afbC:

betweenCount D'Artois and M. de la Fayette,
upon various fubjects. Wich refpect to thé ar-
rears already incurred, the latter propofed to
remedy them, by accommodating the expences
to the revenue, inftead of the revenue to the
expences; *nd as objeàs of reform, he pro.
pofed to' aboti& thé Baftille, and al! thé State-
pri<bns throughout the nation, (the keeping of
which was attended with great expence), and
to fupprefs.Lettresde Cachet: But thofe matters
were not then much attended to, and with
refpect to Lettres de Cachet, a majority the
Nobles~~r~L~ in ~a~eM* them.

w



On the fubjeA of fupplying the Treafury by

new taxes, the AQembiy declined taking the

matter on themfelves, concurring in the opini.

on that they had n&t authority. In a debate on
this fubjea, M. de la Fayette faid, that raiuog

mpney by taxes could only be donc by a Na-
tional Affembly, freely ek~ed by the people,

and aéting as their reprefentatives. Do you

mean, faid the Count D'Artois, the &~f G<?-

M. de la Fayette replied, that he did.
Will you, faid the CountD'Artois, fign what

you fay, to be given to the Kihg? Thé other
replied, that he not only would do this, but
that he would go farther, and fay, that the
eSëSuat mode would be, for the King to agree

to the eftablifhment of a Con~itution.
As one of thé plans had thus failed, that of

getting the Alfembly to a~t as a Praliamenr,
the other came into view, that of recom-
mending. Onthisfubjea:,theAaemMyagreed

to recommend two new taxes to be enregittered

by thé Parliament Thé one a itamp.tax,and the
othera territorial tax, or fort of land-tax. The
two have been eftimated at about five mêlions `.

Iterl. per We have now to turn our atién-
tion to the Parliaments, on whom the bufinefs

wasagaindevoiffing.
The Afcbbi&op of Thouloufe(fince Arch-

bi<hop of Sens, and now a Cardinal) was ap-
poiUted to the admini&rationof the finances,
fbonafterthedifmialonofCatonhe.He was
alfo made Prime Minifter, an oSce that did not,

always



always cxiA in France. When this oHIce did
not exift, the Chief of each of the principal de-
partments tranfa&edbufinefs immediately with
the King but when a Prime Minifter was ap-
pointed, they did bufinefs only with him. Thé
Archbifhop arrived to more State.authority
than any Minifter fince the Duke de Choifeul,
and the nation was ~rongty difpofed in his fa-

vour but by a line of conduft fcarcely to be
accountedfor, he perverted every opportuaity,
turned out a deipot, and iunk into difgrace,
and a Cardinal.

The Aifem bly ofthé Notables having broken

up, the new Minifter fent the edids for the two
new taxes recommended by the AÛemMy to
thé ParUaments, to be enregiftered. They of
courfecamefirft before the parliament of Paris,
who returned for anfwer, TX~ w~~aeA a reve-
nue as the Nation~0~ name of taxes
ought ao~ mentioned, but for ~jt~~
~~M~- them; and threw both the edt&s out*.

On this refufal, the Parliamentwas ordered
to Verfaîlles, where, in the ufual form, the
King held, what under the old governmentwas
called, a Bed of Juftice } attd the two ediéts
werc enregitiered in prefence of the Parliament,
by an order of State, in the manner mentioned
in page 04.. On this, the Parliamentitnmedi-
ate!y returned to Paris, renewedtheir&aionio

When the EngtifhMinifter, Mr. Pitt, mentionsthe Ffench
fittanceeagain in the Englilh Parliameni, !t would he wtU that
hBnottcedth!aatane)[atnp!e.



form, and orderedthe enregin-ering to be Aruck
eut, declaring that every thing done at Ver"
failles was illegal. AU the members of the
Parliament werc then ferved with Lettres de
Cachet, and exikd to Trois; but as they con-
tinued as in~exible in exile as before, and as
vengeance did not fupply the place of taxes,
they werc after a ihori; time recalled M
Paris.

Theediéts were again tendered to them, and
the Count D'Artois undertcok to au as fepre'
tentative of the King. For this purpofe, he
eatne from Ver&illesto Paris, in a train ofpro-
ceB!oa} and thé Parliament were aCentMed to
reçoivehim. But ibow andparade had loft their
influence in. Franceand whatever ideas of im.

pcrtaccehe might fet otF with, he had to return
with thote ofntortiScationand di~appoiatnaent,
On alighting from his carriage to afcend the
iteps o~ the Parlianoent Houfe, the crowd
(wbichwas nutnerouOy eo)!ected) threwout
tfite expreSopSt faying. This is Monfieur

D'Artois, who wants more of our money to
"i(pen~ The marked difapprobation which

h<! faw, !mpFeûed him with apprehenCons
and the word. ~f~ <trM~/ ?o ~~M was
given out by thé oScef of the guard who
attended him. It was ~b toudiy vociferated,
that ttechoed throughthé avenues of the-Houfe,
aod producedatemporarycon~Son: 1 was
then ftandïng oAeoftheapartmentsthrough
which he had to pat~ and could not a~otd fe-

Beaing



Sccting how wretched was thé condition of a
difrefpeéted man.

He endeavoured to imprefs the Parliament
by great words, and opened his authority by
faying, The King, our Lord and Ma&er."
The Parliament received him yery cooUy, and
with their ufual determination not to regi&er
the taxes and in this manner the interview
jended.

After this a new fubje& took place In the
varions debatesahd contefts whicharofebetween
the Court and the Parliaments on the iub]e0:
of taxes, the Parliamentof Paris at laft de-
dard, that although it had been cuftomary
for Pàrliaments to enregifter ediéts for taxes as
a matter of convenience, the right belonged on-
!y to the SA~-G~n! and that, therefore,
the Parliament could no longer with propriety
continue to debate on what ithadnotauthonty
to aet. The King after this came to Paris, and
held à meeting with the Parliament, in which
hé cdntinuedfrom ten in the morniag til! about
&c in the evening, and, in a manner ihat ap-
péared to proceed from him, as if unconfulted

upon with thé cabinet or the miniftry, gave
his word to the Parliamunt, that the States-
General ihoùld be convened.

But after this another fccnearofe, on a ground
different (rom ail the former. 'The minitter
and the cabinetwereaverfe to callingthé States-
Generat They well kaew, that if the States-
Genera! were aHemMed~ themfelves mu&

fa!I/



jM! aad as thé King had not mentioned any
time, they hit on a projet calculated to e!ude<

without appearing to oppofe.
For this purpoie, the Court fèt about maki ng

a fort of conftitution itfelf: It was principal1y

thé work of M. Lamoignon, Keeper of the
Scals, who afterwards thot himfelf. This ne~

arrangementconE&edin eAaMi&inga body on-
der the name of a Cour pléniere, or full Court,
iawhichwereinve&edaU the powers thar'the

government m;ght have occafion to make ufe

of. The perfons compofing 'this Court were
tobe~ominatedby the King; the contended

right of taxation was.given up on the part of

the King, and a new criminat code of laws, and

law proceedings, was fubftituted in the ropm
ofthe former. The thing, in many points,

contained better pr}ncip!es than thofe upon
which the government had h::herto been ad-

minifterpd: butwithre(pe<a: to theCoK.r~~
it was no other than a médium through which

detpotiKn was to pafs, without appeaFipg toaadire~yfromitfeir.
TbeCabinet had highexpe~ationsfrom their

new cqBtriyance. Thé peribns who were to
compoie thé CoM- pléniere, were a!ready nomt-
nated: and as it..was neceaary to carry a fair

appearance, many ofthe beft chara<a:Msin the

the nation were appointed an-.ong thé number.

It was M commence on the 8th of May tySS:s
But an oppoStion arofe to it, on two grpunds–
the one as to principle, the other as to form.

OH



On the ground of Principle it was eoMtended,

That government had not a right to alter itfelfi
and that if the pra~ice was once admitted, it
would grow into a principle, and be made a
precedent for any futurealterations the govern-
ment might wilh to e&abM!h That therighc
of altering the government was a national righr,

and..ot a right ôf government.–And on the

ground of Form, it was contended, That thé
Cour plétiiere was nothing more than a larger
Cabinet.

The then Duke de la Rochefoucault, Lux-
embourg, De Noailles, and many others, re-
fufed to accept the nomination, and ftrenuoufly

oppofed thç whole pian. When the edia: for

eftablithing this new Court was fent to the
Parliaments to be enregiftered, and put into
exécution, they refifted a!fb. The Pariiament
of Paris not oniy refufed, but denied the au.
thority and the conteft renewed itfelf between

the Parliamentand thé Cabinet more ftrongly

than ever. While the Parliament were fitting
in debate on this (ubjea, the Miniftry ordered

a régiment of foldiers to (urround the Houfe,
and form a blockade. The Members fent out
for beds and provifion, and lived as in a.befieged

citadel and asthis.had noejfîe<3:, thé com-
mandingofficer was ordered to enter thé Pariia-
ment houfe and fcize them which he did, and

tome of thé principal members were (but up in

different prifbns. About the fame time a de-

ptttadon of perfons arrived from thé province
1



ofBnttMy, to femonttrMeagainftthe eftaM!!h<

ntentoftheCoK~j"~w~~ and thofe the Arch-
biihop fent to the ~a<t'!ie. But the fpirit of thc
Nat!oawasnot to bc c~ercome; and itwas fbfu!.
ly <oni!b!eof the itronggroundit had taken, that
of withhdiding taxes, that itconMnted itfeïf
with keeping up a(brtofqu!etreMance, which
etfe~uaHy bverthrew aU the plans at that time
fbrmed agaÏnA it. The projet: of the Cour
~rcwas atta&obtigedto be given up, and thé
Prime Minifter not long afterwards fbliowed
its &te; and M. Neckar was recaUed into
oSce.

Thé attempt to eftabïifh the Coury/ff had
an c8e& upon the Nation which itfelf did not
pet'ceivc. It was a fort of new (brm of govern-
mënt, that infenfibly ferved to put the old one

out ofiHght, and ta unhinge it from the fupef-
fUtiôusi authorityofantiquity. It was gôvern-
ment dethroninggovernment, and the o!d' one,

by attempti ngtomake new one, madè

a chatm.
Thefaitureof this tcheme renewedthé (ubJeN:

of coh~cningthe States-Gênera!, and this gave
fiie to a new feri.es of potitics. There was no
~ettted tc:'m for convening the States-Genera!

ait that it pofitivély meant, was a deputation
from what was then called thé Clergy, the
Nob!~t and thé Commons; but their num-

bers, ot- their proportions, had not been a!wayo

the famé. They had been convened onty on
ottfaorditiarvoccations, thf! M of which w<~

In



in t6t~{ their numbers were then in equajL

proportions, and tbey voied by orders.
It çould not well efcàpe the ~agacity ofM.

Neckar, that the modeoft6t~woutdan<wer
neither the purpofe of the then government,
nor of the nation. As maners were ac that
time circumftanced, n would hâve bcen too
contentions to agrée upon any thing. The de-
bates would hâve been endlefs upon pr!vi!eges
and exemptions, in which neither the wants of
thé governtnent,nor the wi&es of the nation for
aconftttutioa; would have been attendedtp.
Bucaahedid not chufe to take the deciGM

upon hifnfe!f, he fummoned again thc ~j~m~
Notables, and Mferred it to them.. This

body was in gênera! intereRed in the deciSon,
bei~g chie0y of the ari~ocracy and the high-
patdctergy and they decided in faveur of the
moddofï6t~ ThisdeciConwas againft the
~entebiTthë Nation, and alfo againft the wiChes

ofthe Court; for thé ariftocracyoppofed itfelf

to both, and contended for privilèges inde.
pendentofeither. The <ub}e& was then taken

up by the Parliament,who recommended, thac
the number,of,the Common& t~ouM be equal to
thé other two'; and that they <hôuH aH Et in
one houie, and vote in one body. The~um-
berfma!!ydeterminedon was twetve hundr~d s

jSx hundred to be chofen by the Commons, (and,
):his wMtejfs than their proportion ought to have
been when their worth and confequence!S ton-
ÛJMe~ oa a nationalfcalc), thrce hundred by



theCÏergy, and three hundred by the Arif~o*

eracy~ but with re<pe& M thé mode ofaHem-
Ming themfelves,whethertogether or apart, or
thé manncF in which they &ou!d votCy thoic
matters were feferred~

Thc ete&ion that fbHowed, was not a cotr
te~ed e!eRian, but an animaïed one. Thc
candidates Were not tT)en, butpf!ncip!es. So-
tieties wer6 foFfnedht Paris~and'eamtnittees of

.f, Bu.t&e, (<p<H nt~<tte.Ubar<yoftB!!inghitahetsvay
)inac~t)a!nte<! with PrEneha&irs~, iptaking ttpoa t))is JobjeS,
f~s, Tl)eM t~g that (trai:)!: me ia~the e4)!mgthé States.

QtM~ v~t'a ~rtatfdeptrMN.~em thé aMitnt tomfe t"
)tnjht-.(epnaftet~s, "F<-etnt!ttn)omenttr<adtheptt, I&w

d)<tinS)y,SBd very near)y aa )t hM happened, aU that was te
'~(b6ow.M'r. Berte ttna!))!y di<! not &e that was to
fettew. t ead<Mqaredtoimprt<9M<b,asweUbtfere M )tfM
thé $t?<M-C<nera} <))et, that tb"'e wonM t!e s <'M<c&<MS bot
wasKcta!t!e to mateMM ~M it,Beitha-woaM hebdieve!t. How
Ae« t~'<:o<iM'ËNna!y'&<*)tAfp!i~«tMtht «tMe~~oot
cf' i~ht,. )St be;sndt Myo)tnpMhe<'Ce''hAad. ~th iRfpt~ t~ thé
fd~iu~itt<~nnhe9n<:i~ntt''at<e/'t)~de<th: natont yM):<
t)ef4,oft~etemark,~&ew6thatheisoBMq.ttamted with ciKum-
~Hee~. 'TheO'epmt~rt~~M<:et&ty,Sont Ae ctpë~encë h~
~pat R, t~at tbe'Mtkatt~H~ewMa bad ttRt* TTte SMte!<

C.m«-)tt o( <<NM~ !HJttd M thaeommeBcemeatpt the.dyit
Witrjnt~e mitionty«~ Lonie~IH bot !)}'thé da&'of arrangiB~.
t5em byorfttt~, <6ey!ii<:rt!)&~tte <oafttBCn <h~ were t~td ta
<~thp9& TtM.AttttKH !9f i!&t!g"<<& e~!M~ (tt!ttfgaeof the
<~)it)~;),~c(~te;tefeMHnyrmohtt~ot ~M thougtt.cf~
FMttc*, ~eat~M~ of t&e,Statet-GeMrat'o<'t6t~, &y5, "They
"he&t&epuNiciafa~e&SvtmttnHH~attdhy thé qtteftioa~
<< M!tMtdtbere!tt,~n<tth<heatwttthwMchtheywttepatjit apptN't
'~thMtheG~~ ~Msd~thM~t tapr~to Mefy their ~ar~

<M</<fj)aB!p))S, t))anto procaret))t good of thé nationand
"~ttt~iy~~e'tint~ pa'n~tf ~ey in ~erOttom,ceftmoniet, and'
"~oOMt~' .I.TM[i~uednGaMM~ Mttt. f. ï!.?''L"[! 'eo).



teorreipondence and communication eftab!ifh-
~dthroughout the nation, for thepurpofe of
enlightening the people, and exptaining to them
the principles of civil government; and fo «r-
'derjywas thé élection condu&ed, that itdid
noc give rife even to the rumour of tumult.

The States-Gcnerat were to meet at Ver-
failles in April ~89, but did not aSembietiH
May. They fituated themfelves in three iepa~-

rate chambers, or rather the Ciergy and the
Arittocracy withdreweach into a feparatecham-
ber. The majority of the ariftocracy. claimed
.what they caUed the privilege of voting as a
~eparate body, and of giving their confent or
their négative in that manner; and manyof the
bifhops and the high.beneficed ciergy <)aimed
the fame privilege on the part of their Order.

The~M~~ (as they were thcncaiied)
<dHbwnedany knowledgeof artificial Orders and
a'tiScia! privilèges} and they were not only re-
jfbiute on this point, but fomewhat difdainful.'
They began to conuder ariftocracy as a kind of
fungus growingout of thecorruption of fociety,
that could not be admitted even as à hranch of
<t, and from the difpofition the arittocracy had
&ewn by upholdingLettres de Cachet, and in
Htndryotherinftances, it was manifr-ft that no

conftitution could be forme-d by admittingmen
in any other character than as Naticna! Men.

After various altercations on this head, the
Tiers Etat or Commoas (as they were thea
~aUed) declared themfelves (oa a motion made



for that 'purpote by the Abbé Sie/es) TH6

REPRBSBNTATtViïS OF THB MATtCN <!K<~ ~<~

two Orders could be feM~/cr~ but as <~K-
0/'CO~Or~M?M, and could OK/y ~M a de-

liberative voice WJ&M they <!j{i~mM<'J <M a
~atM?M/1~ tM/ national r~'r~a~-
~M." This proceeding extingu!fhed the

&itebf~~G~r<!MX,or Statcs.Generat, and
ere~ed it into the tUte it now bears, that of
L'ACTemMe Nationale,-or National Aflembly.

This motion was not made in a precipitate

manner It was the refult of coot délibération,
and concerted between the national reprefen-
tadves and thé patriotic members of the two
chambers, who faw into the folly, tpitchief, and
injuftice of artificial priwiJeged diminutions. It
was become évident, that no conftitution, wor-
thy of being called by that name, could be
ettaMi&ed on any thing lefs than a national
ground. The anftocracy had hitherto oppofed
the de<poti!mof thé Court, and aS~aed the
language ofpatriotiffn; but it oppofed itas its
rival (as thé Eng!i<h Barons oppofed King
John), and it now oppofed the nation from the
fame motives.

On carrying chis motion, the national repre<
fentatives, as had been'concerted, fentan invi.
tation to the two chambets. to unite with them
in a national charaNer, and proceed to buûne~i.
A m~omy of the clergy, chieny of the parith
pneSs, w!thdrew {rom the clerical chamber,
tadjoiaed the nauont and 6)rty-6ve from thé



other chambcrjoined in like matmer. There

is a fort of <<:cret hittory belonging to this laft

circumttance, which is neceffary to its explana-

tion It was not judgedprudentchat aiï the px-
triotic members of the chamber AHing itfelf

the Nobles, ihoutd quit it at once and in ton-
(equence of this arrangement, they drew o&'by

degrees, always leaving fome, as welt to reafon

the cafe, as to watch the tufpeded. In a linle

t!me, thc numbers increafed from fbr[y.6ve tO

eighty, and foon after to a greater numberi
which, with a majority of the dergy, and the

whole of thé national reprefentanves, put the

mat-contCHM in a very diminutive condition.

The King, who,very differentfromthe gêne-
rai dats called by that name, is a man ofagood

teart;, &ewed himMf difpofed 10 recommend

an union of the tarée chambers, on the ground

thé Nauonat Affembly had taken; but the

mal-contents exerted themfelves to prevent it,

and began now ta have another project in view.

Their numbers confifted of a majority of the

ariftocratical chamber, and a minority of the

clerical chamber, chieSy of bilhops and high.

bencnced d~fgy and thefe men were deter-

mined M put every thing to ia'ue, as well by

fh-ength as by ~ratagem. They had no ob-
jeRiontoaconaitution; but it muH:be<uch

a one as chemfelves fhould dictate, and fuited

t0 their own views and particular utuatibns.'q

On the othcr hand, thc Nation dtfbwnedknow.

ing any th!ng of them but as citizens, and was
determined



determined to 1but out a!! fuch up-ftart preten,
fions. Thé more ariftocracyappeared, the more
it was deipifed, there was a viRble imbecillity

and want ofincelte~s in the majority, a fort of
je ~/&M quoi, that while i afîc&ed to be more
than citizen, was lefs than man. h !o(t ground
from contempt more than from hatrcd~and was

rather jeered at as, an afs, than dreaded as a
lion.. This is thé general charger Qf arl~o-

<cfacy, or what .<re called Nobles or Nobility,

or rather No-ability, in att countries.
The plan of the mal contents conMed now

cftwo things; either to deliberate and vote by

chambers, (or orders), more e~pcciaUy on al.

quetHons're<pe&ing a conttitutipn, (by which

theariftocraticalchamber would have had a né-
gative on any article of the cqn&itatioa), or,
M cafe they could not accompliih this Mb}ect,

to overthrowthe NationalASemb!y entirely.

To e6e<3: one or othrr of thefe objets, they

began'now to cultivate afriendfhip with thç
de~potiïm they had hithffto attempted to nva},

and thé Count D'Artois became their chier.

The King (who has fince dec!afed himMfdF?.

peived into their meafures) held, accprding to
the old ~brm, ~r' .10 which he ac*
corded to the délibération and vo<:c~r~~ (bjf
head) upon avérai jtub}ects{ but refcrved thé
délibération and vote upon ail queftions re-
<pecHng:t eonftitution, to the three chamber!

6'parMdy. This declaration of thé King wa~
tpadeagainA t~e adviceof M. Neckar, who

now



now began to perceive that he was growing
out of rafhion at Court, and that another mini-
nifter was in contemplation.

As thé form of fitting in feparate chambers
was yet apparently kept up, though euentiaHy
deRroyed, the national repre&ntatives, imnoe-
diately after this declaration of thé King, re-
forted to their own chambers to confult on a
protêt againtt it and the minority of the
chamber (calling itfelf the Nobles), who had
joined the national c&ufe~ retired to a private
houfe to confult in like manner. The mal-
contents had by this time concerted theirmea-
<ures with thé Court, which Count D'Artois
UNdertooktocoNdu&; and as they faw from'
the diiconteat which the de~aration excited,
aod thé oppofition makingagainft if, that they
could not ob~in a controul over the intendeff
conftitution by a feparate vote, they prepared
themfelvesfor their final obje~–that of coa-
fpiring !tgain(t the National ASembIy, and
overthrowing n.

The next morning, the door of thé chamber
of the National ASemNy was &ut againN;
thena, and guardedby troops; and the Mem-
bers were re~ttied adnatttance. On this, they
wi&drew to a tennis-ground in the neighbour-
hood of VerfaiIIes, as the moft convenient
place they couMHnd, and, a<terrenewing their
~e8!on, took an oath aever to feparate frotH
eaeh other, underany ea'cum&a.nce whatever,
death excepted, untii they had eCabitthed à

conititution.



conftitution. As the experimentof <hutt!ng up
the houfe had no other eB~ct than that of pro.
ducing a ctoter conoecUonin thé Members, it
was opened again the next day, and the pub-
lic bufinefs reeommenced in thé ufual place.

We now are to hâvein view the forming of
the new Min~ry, which was t6 aecomp!ifh the
overchrow of the Natiûna! ACcmMy. But as
force would be nece1fary, orders were iSued to
aSembîe thirty thoufand troops, thé command
ofwhich was givento Broglio, one of the new-
intended M!ntSr)', who was recalled from the
country for this purpo<e. But as~bme manager

ment was neceBary tokeep this pîaneonceaied
ol! the mpmentit lhoulq be ready for exécution,
it is to th!spoHcyt.bat a déclaration made by~

Count D'Artois muft be attributed, andwhich
isherepropertobeintroduced. <

ït conid not but occur, that wnihe thema!-
contcnts eontinued to fe<brt to theif chamber~~
feparatefromthe National ABentMy~thatmore
jeaioù~ wouJd be excited thatt :if they were
mixed with it, and that the plot might bè tuf-
pected. But as they had tal:<a their groùNd,
and aow wanted a pfetence for quitting it, it

was neceSary~hat one OiauJd be~devitfd. This
was eSectuaUy ~ccompMthed by a declàraticin
made byCouht D'Arrots, ?~ y~ took

KC~ a ~M .N~~M/~F~ the
M!pM~ on which

they q~uitted their ch~bers,and auxed with.
the A-ffc·mbly inone body.theAnffnMyinonebody.

At



fpace

At the time this declaration was made, it

was genérally treâted as a pièce of abfurdity 'n

Count D'Artois, and ca!cu)ated merdy to. re-

lieve thé outitanding Members of the two

chambers from the diminutive(ituattontbey

were puc in and if nothingmore had ruUow~

thisconclufion wouldïtave been good. But as

things beft explain themtelves by their éventa

this apparentunionwasontyacovertothemach!-

nations which were fecredy going on and thé

declaration accommodated it(e!fto anfwerth~

purpofe. In a Htde t:me theNationatABernbly

!ound ftMf~n-oundedby troops, and thoufa.ods

~orcweredai!y~nving. Onthis~cryarcpg
declaration was made by the Nation!ASenab!y

to thé King, remonftrating on the tnnpropnety

of the meafure, and demanding thé reafon.

Thé King, who was not in the fecret of this'

bufinefs,. as himfelf afterwardsdeclared, gave

~b&antia!ty for anfwer, that he had no other

oMecUn view than tQ préfère thé public

tranquiUtty, which appeared to be much dtf-

turbed.
1. <But in a few days front this urne, the plot.

unraveUed itfelf. M. Neckar and the Miniftry-

were difplaced, and a new one fbrmed, ofthe

cnemiesofthe Revolution; and.Brog!)0,,wtth.

betweentwenty-nveand thirty, thoufand fbretgn,

troops, was arrived to fupport, them. The.

ma<kwas now thrown o~ andmatters were

come to a cnf!~ Thc event was, that in thé

p fpace



<pace of ,three days, <he ~new ~inMry andf

theirabettors,<ound it,prudent tp 8y thé nation
thé BaftiHe wastaken, andBro~Uo~nd hia
Ïbreign troops ditperfpd as is aiready reiatc~I

in thé former part of-thtswork.
<Tth~re are fome curipus <;ircum~ançes in th.e

hi&otyof this (hort-Hved miniÛTy, and thi~

Jthort-lived atte~mpt at a c~unter-<,ev~Iution.
T~e palape ofyerM!es, "hère the~ourt wa&
6),ting, was not mor~ than four hjUndred yarda
di~nt from thé ha!! .where thé NationalACen-,1, 't, .\H' :,<):')it!y was fitting. Thé two places were ~t this
t~omeht iike the feparate head-,quarters of
two combatant arm'es } .yet thé Court was as
perfe&Iy ignorantpf thé information wbich jhad
arrived from Paris to the National À%mb!y,

as if it had refiàed at ah h~ndred mites dittancip.
TRe~henMarquis de la Fayette who (as basT4~ihen'M~rqt!is.qe la Farett~, who ~(" hop
beea a!ready mentibned) yas chpten to pre-
Cde!n the National A~tcmbtyoh this partie~
ïar occaSon, named, by ôrde~ of thé AtÏemMy~
three fucceBive deputaiions to thé King, on thé
day, and up to the evemiag onwhich thé ~aiU!!e

was taken, to inform and tonfer witn him

on thé Itate of aSairs but ~he tptni&ry, who
kae~ not ib mjuch as that t~ wàs attacjked, pre-
cluded a~communicatton, a&d Were Macing
thenifel~es i)ow dextrou~y thëy had iucceedcd
Dut ~n afew hours thé accotmts arrived j(b thick
and &&~ that they had to itart&om their defks
iut~ irun~ §ONïe Ïet o~ ta 6nR dt~m~ aad&tne



in another, aad none in their own'charaûer.
Their anxiety nbw was to outride the news !e~

they ihoutd be Aopt, which,though it Bew M,
8ew' nût jto fa~ aS'thëaMelves.

It is worth remarkiag~ that ttië Nadotta! Af-

fembly neither puTiued thofe fugitive conspira*

tors, nor took ahy aûtieë of thëtA, not ibùght

to rëtaMatein any &apiswhatev~. Occupiëd'

with e&abti&ing a co!ï<Htùtton ibu~dëd on th&
Rights of Mas and théAuthority of thé Pcôp~

thè'oaly aûthôntyon ~Mch GovëttuùeMbas a
nght M exi& in any'coan'tty, thé I~atiohà! AP'
&mb!y fe!t none of thofe mean paSons whîch
markthe cha~ûer ofI~npËrtuïenfgoVërnmehts,
ioùndin~ them&ïvës on their o~n aùthofity,or
on thé aMu~'dity'of'hered!taryjfucceiBôn. It °

the&tulfy'ofthehtttùanmuidtô~béconte~hàf
it-contemphteS~ an)d to' aS!n unilbn' with it&'objea.
The'contp!ràey'bidngthusd~erM, oneof
thé &? wbrks bf t&eNa~onat AHemMy;in&eàd
ofvmd~ve'proctamadoMs,as ha§ been thé ca~'

wMt bthèr gûvétnmtents,pubtiithed a Dëcta~bif'
oMë R:ghts of Mà&; -as~ebaS~'onwMth thé

new co~(Htution was to be bu~t~aa~'Wh~hi<
hère fubjoined



w DECLARA T10 M
OFTHB

RIGHTS OF MAN AND 0F CITIZENS,

By<&Na~M'/ ~~m~ of France.

THE Rq)reientaf;ves of thé people of
FRANGE, formed into a N~TioNAi. AsBSMBLY~
conSdeiringthat ignorance,negteû, orcoatempt
6f rights, are the Me caufes of public
nHsjfbrtunes a.id corruptions of Goyenuaent,
tuve refolved to iet forth, in a folemn declara-
tion, thefe naiural, imprefcriptible,and unalie-
nable rights that this declaration,bë!ng con-
AaBtiy prefent to thé minds of the members of
the body;loctal, they may be ever kept attentive
to~theiKrights aadtheir dettes: that thé aasof
thé kjg!ttatMfe and .execudyepowers of Govem-

men~ being capable of being every motnent
t:<!jn)pa!'ed.with the endofpoHdca! infUtudoM,
m.ay be~orereipe&ed ând alfo, that the future
datms Qf thé citizens, betiag direaed by fimple
and Inep~tefUMe pn&dples, niay always tend to
thé jn~MeMncp of the Con~tutton, and thé
gejMr~tj~ptnets..

For theferelions, the NATIONALAssEMBi,v
doth racûgaize and déclare, in the prefence of
thé Suprême Being, and with the hope of ht9
bieiEng and favour, the following facred rights
ofeKn'aad.ofcitizcns:

ï. M~



Ï. Men <?r<? born, and always continue,free,
<?~ equal <? r~~ /~<r t'j. civil
/WM, therefore, c<!N ~~fKK~o~ oK~/fe

M~/<<)'.

II. TX<'C~~<CM~O?M,M,

~r~/cru~MK of natural and imprefcriptible

rights ~~MN and thefe rights are liberty, ~re-
and ~-g~~N~of f~r~M~.

111. Tie nation is e fentially the fource e alt
yof~ nor can any INDIVIDUAL, or
ANY BODY OF MEN, be /0 any authority
!(~6 M not derived from

IV. Policical LibertyconBUs in the power
of do!ng whateverdoes not injure another.
Thé exercife of the natural rights of every
)-nan, has no other limits than thofe which are
neceHary to fecure to every ~~r man the
tree exereife of the fame rights aad thefe
!imits are determinable only by the law.

V. The law ought to prohibit on!y adHona
hurtfui to fociety. What is not prohibited by
thé law, Jhould not bc hindersd} nor fbould
anyonebecompeUedtpthatwhtch the law
dpe: no: require.

VI. The law is an expreCIonof the will of
thé cpmmunity. AU citizenshave a right to
concur, either perfbnaUy, orbytheirrepre-
ientatives, in its ifbrmation. It lhould be thé
tanne to a!), whether it protêts or punithes t
and < ~M~ <?<~M/M its are <'yK< <?/<.

/< < /WMM*.f, ~/<?<'t' <!M<~cm~/o)'w~
~f<'r</M~



~f<MM~,c~r~M~o~~K~rw~M
*~œN~.

VU. No man <hou!d be accufed, art-e~ed,

orheidinc&dRMtnÈ'nt,e~c'eptittcatesdetcr-
nfinfd by the iaw, andaCccirdin~;tb thé fbrnns
~h'tch! ha4 prefcnbed. A~! whopromoM,
ïblicit; exécute; 0)-' caufe tb=be executtd,
arbitt'a)'yorders,<!UghttôbiepHni&ed,and
everyc!t!~6h caiied upott, orappfehehdcd by
~irtue'ofthp!aw, oughcimnnXdiateiytOobcy,

and tendeM'MmR}fcù!pab!ebyreS&ance.

*'VHI: Theiaw obghttoitMpo~no ocher
ptnaittes but fùch as afe aMo~teIy and ev!-
d~ndy nMeSafy: ahdnooKe'buighttobepu-
M&~d, but in vittuë of a I~w~pirômulgated

bë~brCthc&Sencb, af)d!egaUyappHed.
IX. E~ery'man bemgpre{umtd!nn6cent

tiU hè-has beeti convi~ed, whenevef hi~de-
KnHon.becomcs indtfpenSbIe, aUngout'Mtà

hifh~ more than is neceSary t6 ieCtfre his per-
ifoMyought to be pwwided agathtt by th<aw.

X. N0 n~an'ought M bemote~èdoN aecouat
ofbisopinions, not even on. accouht ofhia i~-
/<g<pM opinion!), pt-ovid<;d~h!s avowalofthëtn
ddes nofdi&u~b the pubiip ordef ettaMithed
bythë iaw';

~Xt. Thé unreftraihed cb~fnùnieatibbbf
thoughM and opint'jns bt~ittg one o~the n~oA

p~cibM ri~hts of man, e~ery citizen m&y

~ea!<, writC, and pubti~ ?< ptuvided he
i8



is refponfible for the abufe of this liberty !a
ca<es determined by thé law.

XII. A pùblic force being neceffary togive fecuricy to the nghts ofmep and ofciti.
zens, that force is initituted for the bene<i[
pf thc epnnmuntty, and ~ot <br the partictdar
bene6t .o,f the perfons .v'th w,hom jt is ea"
truited.

XHI. A common çoatrib~tion being ae-
ce~ary foj- .thé fuppp!t of thé public force,

and for defraying the other expencesof go-
< vemment, it ought to be divided equàlly

among the members of the con~muntiy, ac-
eording to their abilities.
C XIV. Everye!t:?en has a right, either by
Mm~tfo~hisrepre~entatipe, to a freevoice

< tndeterm!ningthé neceaity of public contri-
butions, thé appropriation pf them, and their

ampqnt, modepfaHeCment, andduration.
XV. Pvery community bas a right to de-

!pandpfa)l~s agents, an account of their
cpndua.

XVt. Every cptnmHnity in which a lepa-
ration of powers and a facurity of rights is
"ot prpyided for, wanta a conSitution.

XVII. The right .oproperty being invio-
lable and facred, no one ought to be'deprived

ofit, except in cafés of évidentpublic necef.
Sfy, !ega!)ya<certained, and oa condition ,of

<apre~iousjuH:indemnity."

OBSER.



OSBERVATIONS
ON THE

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

THE three firft articles comprehend in gene-

tal terms, the wholeof a DeclarationofRights:
Ail the fucceeding articles either originate

from them, or~b!towase!ucidations.The~th,
<th, and 6th, define more particularly what is

only generally expreSed in thé I ft, sd, and jd.
The ych, Stb, gth, ioth, and nth articles,

are declaratory of principles upon which laws

&at! be çonUruaedj, conformable to r~j at-

ready dectared. But it is que&ioned by fome

very good people in France, as we!! as in o~her

countries, whether the icth areicle iuBiciendy
gùarantees theright itis tntended to accord

with befides which, it takes off from the di-

vine digoicy of religion, and weakens its opéra.
tive force upon the mind, tomake it a fub~ect

cfhumantafs. It then prefents itfeiftoMan,
like light interceptedby a cloudy médium, in

which the fource of it is obfcuredfrom his ughf,
and he <ces nothing to reverenèe in the dutky

ray
The

The

There ia a CngteHea, which, if it ~nket r!ght)y .upec thé

n))~.either in a iegat or a fetigiom fenfe, wit)pavent M);' man,
era~bodyofmen, oranygova'nMent)from going wrong on
the fubjea ofRetig:on} which M, thatbefofe any human in~iM.

tient of governmentwM knownin the world, there exifted, ifI
n:jy



The rema!n!ng articles, beg!nt<ing w!t& thé
tweJ~th, arc <ubâant!a!ty container ih thé pfin..
ciples of thé preccding arudes} but, <& thc
particular Ctuatiôn which France thea ~a~~
having to undo what waswrong,~as weH as to
fet up what was right, it was 'proper 'to~be
more pàrdcu! ar t6ah w~at in ahother con8it!o~
ofthingswoutdbeneceNary. ,J,

While the DeciarationoiTRightswas before
the Nationa! ASemMy, fome bf'its menAers
remarked, thatifa Beclaratioo ôf Rtght~wa~
publithed, ft thoutd be accdmpaeied b~ a De-
claration of Du tics. ThebbSr~atioBd&overcd
a mind that feHe'ted, and ~t o~ efred by
notreaeaiag far enough. ADec~at!on bf
Rights is, by reciprocity, a DestaMtiaa of
Duties aijfb. Whatever is my right a& a man,
is alfo thé righcofanother;ahd it becomesda~
dutyt6guarantee,aswetlastopoSefs.

¡'1 .1 {

m~y&txpteftit,a compaMetwetnGod and Man, i6omt))tbt-
~inni~ ef t~ne} and that as t.he tdjttjton and ttndi~tott wM<~t
nmn mbh n~t-M~M~~a ttandx in toward* Ms Maker, tannot
he chànged, br aBy-wayealtered'by any ht)htan JaWe or human
tathdnty, that [eUgiotM jdevotton, which b a part of thit e<Mn-
pa&, cannot to tmtc~ a~ be made &~je& efhon~trtawt}an~
that all laws mc& conformthemfelves to this prior exi&mgcom-
paa, and aot aSumeto makethe compaS conform to the !awt,
which, heSdet being human, art tab&qaen~ therMo. Thé &r&
a& of~ttt ~he~fte teoked t~<t4 a)[Mi faw h:mfdf a cteatore
whichhedtdBOtmake,and a worid funti<hed for his réception~
ma&ttave'beendevoMoh, and dévotion mu<t ever continueHcre~
to.e)ftry iudMdo~man, as & appearif~ A'?<} and govern
~Mtj'ie~MMfbyMtetMttg.



Thé three 6r& articlesare the baGs of Uber-

ty, as weU indifidua!as national nor can any

country be called free, whofe government does

~at ta~e,i~s beginoing~rom the principles they

<~ntain, andconHnuetopreferve [hem pure
andtbewhoteoftbe Déclaration of Ri ghts is

of more value to.the woddt and will do more

good, than ail thé taws and Aatutesthathave
yetbeenpronaujtgated..

ÏO thé de~aratory exordium whtch préfaces
~O~taTatipoqf~ights, wetee the follemn

andjtï)a)e~cipe~adepf a Nation opcning ~s
tommMoP, ~ertheau<picesof its Creator,
<;o.e(tab!t& aÇoveroment a fcene fo new~ and
<otran~endant!yunequaUed by any-thing in

the~ropean world,. that the nameofaa Revo-
ïmtQnJisdttp~ut~eofitscharaôer, and it ritet

a Regenerauon~ofman. What. are thé

prêtent GovermpenMofEurope., bue a ~ceae

of iniquity and oppreuton ? What is that of
England ? Do not its own inhabitants. <ay<

ït i$ à market where every man bas his price,

and wherecorruption is common traSc, at thé

expence of a deluded people No fonder,

then, that the French Revolution is tradMeed.

Had it confined itfelf merdy to thé dc&ruaion

of aagrantdefpotum, perhaps Mr. Bwke and

iomè Otherii had been filent. Their crynow is,

« tt is gonetoo~r that is, it has gone too
~arfbrthem. It tiares corruption in thé ~ce~

and the vénal tribe arcaU alanned. Their fear
dUcovets



difcovers !de!f in their outrage, <md they are
but puMi&ing the groans of a wounded vice.
But from fuch oppofition, the French Révolu"
tion, inftead of ~u~ering, receive: an homage.
The more it is &ruck, thé more <parks it will
emit, and the fear is, it will not be ttruck
enough. It has nothing to dread from attacks
Truth has given it an eftabliihment and
Time will record it with a name as !a<tiaga<
his own.

Having now tracedthe progrefsof the French
Revolutionthrough mo& of its principal Ra-
ges, from itscommencemeot, to the taking of
the Battitle, and its eftabiithment by the Deda-
ration of Rights, 1 will dote the iub}e& with
the energetic apoftrophe of M. de la Fayette-
May /j&/f great monumentraifed to Liberty, ~TF
<M ~a oppreor, and an ~amp/c ?e~

Seepaget!ofth!<wor~N. B. Since &etaHngofthe
Ba9i))e, the occurrences have been pubMhedts but thé mtttert
Mcordtd in this nanative, are pnor to that peried} and fomeof
tbtm, as may be t!iS!yfun, can be but very tinte tmewn.



MtSCELLANEOUS CHAPTER:

TO prevent interruptingthé arguant in t~ee
precedtngpart of thia work, or thé narrative
ïh~ <bU<;ws if, 1 r.eferved fome obferva-
tions M be th.rowo tpgether ioto a MitceUa-

jpeQus.Chapter}!by whtçh variety might not be
çen~t~ijfbr cpnfuSon, Mr. Burke's Book i<

&IiiceUan/. His intention was to make an
attack on the French Revolution but in&ead
O~proeeeding with an o~dertyarrangemeatt he
ha~ornMd:tw;ithaa)pbof ideas Mmbling
~e~and~de&roytngQneanother.
,~J!: this cpnfuËon and cqntradi&ioc in Mr.

Burke~sBook is caSiy accounted &r.When a
man <o a ~ong caate~ttetpptsto ~teer his courte
by any thing e!<e than fome polar, truth or
pnoç!f!e,.heMfuretobe!oft. It is beyond
the compàfs ofh!s capacity to keep ait theparts
of an argument together, and make them unite
m pne i~Me, by any other means than having
this gu!de aiwsys !a viet~. Néithermenaûfy hot
ia~etiti&o wi!i fupply thë want Of it. Thé ïbr-
mer fails him, ând the latter betrays him.

Notwith&anding the nonfenfe, for itde-
ferves no better name, that Mr. Burke bas af-
ferted about hereditary rights, and hereditary
~ucceŒon, and thac a Nation has not a right
to form Government fbf it&if; it happened

to fall in his way to g!ve fbtRe account of wha(;
Govern-



Government is. Go~~Mm~, fays hc, M

fea/rw~s~ o~ human wifdom."
Admicting that Government is a contrivanec

of human wifdom, it muft neceQarity fbUow~
that hereditary (ucceGIon, and hereditaryrights,
(as they are called), can make no part of ic,
becaufe it is impoHIbIe to make wifdomheredi-
tary and on the other hand, cannot be a
wife contrivance, which in its operation may
commit the governmentof a nation to thewif.
dom of an ideot. Thç ground whieh Mr.
Burke now takes, is fatal to every part of his
caufe. The argumentchanges from hereditary
rights to hereditary wi~Uorn, and the queftion
is, Who is thé wifeft man ? He muft now thew
thatevery one in the line ofhereditary fucceŒoa
was Solomon, or his title is not good to be a
king.–tWhat a n:roke bas Mr. Burke now
made To ufe a failors phrafe, he bas ~MM~f
the deck, and fcarcely left a name legible in the
lift of kings and he bas mowed down and
thinned the Houfe of Peers, with a fcythe as
formidable as Death and Time.

But Mr. Burke appears to have been awar&
of this retort and he bas taken care to guard
againn: it, by making government to be not
only a contrivanceof human wifdom, but a <M-
!M~o/~ of wiidom. He puts the nation as <bo!s

on one fide, and places his government of
wUdom,a!t wife mehofGotham, on theother
Ede, and he then proclaims, and fays, that

M~ j&~F RIGHT ~/r wAMTsJhould



~<w~~ j~y ~M w~M." Having
thus made proclamation, he next proceeds to
explain to them what their wants are, and alïb
what the!rf- are. In this he bas fucceeded
dexcrouHy, for he màkes their wants to be
want of wifdom but as this is but cold com-
fort, he then informs'them, tha; they have a
r~& (not to any of the wifdom) but to be go-
verned by it and in' order to imprefs them
with a folemn révérence for this monopo!y-
governmentof wifdom, and of its vaft capacity
for aU purpofes, potEMe of ImpouïMe, right or
wrong, he proceeds with a<tro!og!calmyiten*
cas importance, tb tell to them iM powers, in
thetëwords–" The Rights ofmeo in govern-

ment are their advantages and thefe are
often in balances between differences of

*~good and in compromifes fometimes be-
~tween~M~ andc~ and fometimes bptweea

M' and ~t/. Pot!t!ca! reafba is a co~M~g'*ns< add!ng–fubtra&mg–muJtipiying
*andd!vid!ng, mora!ty, and not mftaphy-

Sca!!y or mathematicaiïy, true mora! demon-
"Uracmns."
As the wondering audience, whom Mr. Burke

fuppoïes himfelf. talking to~ may not under-
Kàndalithisîearhed jargon, ï will undertake to
Be!ts!nterpreter. Themeaningthen, good
peop!e~ofat! this, is, ?~j~ew~
ed by ~o ~r~~ !f~ ~<af MM make
<~<oo~, er~oo~y~j. &
~w~A'<~B~M~</r~j)eïM'y.



But there are fome tbings which Mr. Burite
bas fbrgotten. 2% He bas not Otewn where,
the wifdom originally came from and~cca~,
he bas not thewn by.whatauthority it 6r& began
to act. In the manner he introduces the matter~
itis either governmenc ~ea!ing wifdom, or
wifdom &eaHng governn~e~t. It is 's wit4out, au

origin,. and its powers without authority. la
ibort, ttisuturpatton.

Whethe): it be from a fente of <~a<ne, or from
a, confcioufjacfs of fome radicat defeû in a
govemment neceilary to be kept outof Sght,
Qr from' both, or from any other cau<C) under.
take pot to détermine, but fo it is, that a
tnonarçhiçal rea(oper never traces government
to itstburce, or from its <ource< 16 is one of
thc ~~e7~j! by which he may be Icoown. A
a thoufaodyearshençe, tho<ewho<halt ïiveiain

~Americà or in France~ will took back with
coMemptative pride on the origin of their go-
vernmeats, and fay, TXM wdj !fojrA o;F our
f/cr/cKf~a~orj But what can a monarchical
ta!J:er fay Whac bas he to exult in f Aias he
bas aothing. A certain fomething forbids him
to :look back to. a beginning, le(Kbme robber
or~ome Robin Hood fhould rHe&om thé long
obfcurity! oftime~ and (ay) I am <r~M/r
Hard as Mr. Burke laboured thé RegencyBill
and hereditaryfuceetSon two yeara ago, and
tnnch a~ he.divedforpreGedënts, he ~iH had
not boldnefs enough t~ bringup William of
Normandy, and fay, ?~'F M~&? )&~



~7~M M if~/em~M ~car/ thé ton of a
proititutc, and the ptundercr of the Engtifb
aation.

The opinions of men with re<pe<S to gaverh-
~ent, are changing M: In aN eountries.. Thé

rèvolutionsofAmericaand Francehâve thrown

a beam oflight over théwor!~ whichreaches
into man. The eaormous expence of govern-
mentshaveprovoked peop!e to thiok, by mak-
mgthetn fée!: a'od wheh Once thé veil begins

to Mnd, itadnits not of fepair. Ignorance ia of
a pecu)iar nature: once dt~peUed, and~it ia
impo~b!e to re. eAabli& it. It is not origina~y
athingof itfelf, but.!s cnly thé abi~nce bf
knowledge; and though tnan may be igno-
rant, hecannotbem~ ignorant. Thé mtnd,
in di&cvertng truth, a<~s în thé iante mannef
as icaSs through thé eyeia difc&ver<ng ob)e&s t
when ~nce any ob)€<abas been<een, it'is i~poSi*
bie to put thetniadijfacktotaeiamecondhionit
wasin be<orc!tjawtt. Thoiewho ta!kofacounter
jrcvotution ia France, fhew aow'Jittte ,theyunder.,
&ando~man. There doesNOtexift in thé coth-
pa& of langnage, an arrangement ~fwords to
expre& <b tnuc!) as the ~ans bf e8~e~!ng a
eouaterrevahJtion. Tnë~eans m~ft be an
6b!iterationofknow!edge;end it bas never
yet been ditcovefed, how'tomake man &~M~
hisknow!edgc,or«&f~M~histhoughts.

MrBurke.M îabo~ngMVâia teitop d;s
progrets ofkaewtedge} and it cornes with tito
worfe gfaee Mmhim,as taere is aceMaintran&

scûes



action known in the city, which renders him
fufpeded of being a penfioner in a Hctitious

naine, This may account for fome ftrange
doétrine he has advanced in his book, which,
though he points it at the Revolution Society,
is eS~ctuaiïy directed againft the whole Nation.

The King of England,"fays he, "ho!ds hir
Crown (for it does not belong to the Nation,

<' accordihg to Mr. Burke) in ccM~~ of the
'~choiceof the Revolution Society, who have

not a fingle vote for a King among them
either individually or M/f~ and his
Ma}e~y's heirs, each in their time and order,
wiU come to the Crown with ~m~ con-

of their éhoice, with which his Majefty
has fucceeded to that which he now wears."
As to who is King in England or elfewhere,

or whether thsre is any King ac al!, or whether
the peoplechufe a CherokeeChief, or a HeBian
HuSar for a King, it is not a matter that 1
troub!~ myfelf about-be ihat to themfelvesJ
but with reipeet to the doctrine, fo far as it re-
lates to thé Rights of Men and Nations, it is
as abot.iihable as any thing ever uttered in thé
moft enflaved country under heaven. Whe ther
it founds worie tomy car, by not being accu~-
tomed to hear fuch deipotinn, thaa what it does

to the ear of another peribn, 1 am not fo we~

a judge of: but of its abominable principle
lamatnotofstojudge.

It is not the Revolution Society that Mr.
Burke means; it is the Nation, M weU in its



e~wM~ as in its t'~r~N/~w character~ and
he bas taken care to make himfelf underftood,
by faying tha[ they have not a vote either col-

&<Sw~ or individually, The Revolution So-
ciety is compofedof citizens of a!I denomina.,

tions, and of members of both the Houfes of
Partianoeat, and confequently, if there is not

right to a vote in any of the charaûers, there

can be no right to any, either in the nation, or
in its parliament. This ought to be a caution

to every country, how it imports torc~gnfamilies

to be kings. 1t is fomewhat curious to obferve,

that although the people of England have been
'm thé habit ofta!kîng about kings, it is alvays
a Foreign Houfe of kmgs~ hating Foreigners,
yetgovemedbythem.–Itis now thé Houiëof
Bruniwick, one of the petty tribes of Germany.

It bas Mthertobeen thepraSiceof the Engli&

Pat-iiapients, to regulate what was caUed thé fuc.

ceiEpa, (taking it for granted, that thé Nation

then continued to accord to the form of annex-
ing a monarchical branch to its government;
for without this, the Parliament could not have

had aUthpnty to have fent either to Holland or
to Hanover, or to impoïë a King upon the Na-

tion againft its ~iU.) And this mu& be the ut,
taoU Mmit to yvhich Parliament can go upon the

cafe but the right of thé Nation goes to the

tt~ cafe, bec~tde it bas the right of changing

its whole form of government. Thé right of a
Parliament is onty a right in tru~, a right by

délation, and that but from a very SnaU part
of



ef the Nation and one of its Houfes bas not

even this. But the right of the Nation is an
original right, as univerfal as taxation. The
Nation is the paymafter ofevery thing, and every
thing muft conform to its general will,

1 remember taking notice of a ipeech in what
is called theEnglifhHoufe of Peers, by the then
Earl of Shelburne, and 1 think it was at the time
he was Minifter, which is applicable to this cafe.
1 do not dire6Uy charge my memorywith every
particular; but the words and the purport, as
nearty as 1 remember, were thefe T~ the form

of a Government w~J a matter wholly at the will 6~*

a Nation, at < ~M~ if if C~ S monarchi-

cal form, it had a right ~o have ~o and
afterwards c~ <o be a jR~KMc, had a right

to be a Republic,and to fay to a .KM~, have

no longer any occafion for you.'
When Mr. Burke fays that His Maje~'s

<' heirs and lucceCbrs, each in their time and
order, will come to the crown with the fame

contempt of their choice with which His Ma-
je&y bas fucceeded to that he wears," it is

faying too much evën to the humbleftindividual

in thé country; part of whofe daily labour goes
towards making up the million flerling a year,
whichthe countrygives theperfonit Ailes a King.
Government with infolence; is de~otijhi but
when contempt is added, it becomes worfe

and to pay for contempt, is the exce!s of flavery.

This fpecies of Government cornes from Ger.
many and reminds me of what one of the



Brunfwickfoldiers told me, who was taken pr!-
<bner by the Americans m the late war: Ah

faid he, America is a fine free country, it !s

worth the peopte's nghting fbr 1 know the
dIËerence by knowingmy own in my coun-
try, if théprincefays,Eat ftraw, we eat Araw."

God help that country, thought I, be it Eng-
land or elfewhere, whofe liberties are to be pro.
te&ed by German principles of government,and
Princes of Brunfwick

As Mr. Burke fometimes fpeaks of England,
IbmedmesofFrance, and fometimes of the wortd,
and of govermnent in general, it is diStcu!t to
anfwer his book without apparentlymeeting Mm

on the fame ground. Although principles of
Government are general jfhbjeûs, it ts next to
impomMe.înmany cales to feparate them from
the idea of place and circumftance and thé more
fo when circum~ances are put for arguments,
whîch is frequentlythe cafe with Mr. Burke.

In thé former part of his book, addreffing
himfelf to thé people of France, hc fays, No

experiencebas taught us, (meanlug the Eng-
U&), that in any other courfe or method than

that of an hereditary crown, can our liberdes

be regularlyperpetuated and preferved iacred

as our r~ 1 a<k Mr. Burke,
who is to take them away ?-M. de la Fayette,

in ipeakihg to France, fays, 7'e~* ~ûM io
~yr~, M~<.w~<w/f~ But

Mr, Burke repreicntsEng!and as wanting capa-.
ctty to tfke care of itfelf, and that its libcrtics

mutt



muft be taken care of by a King holding it in

contempt." If England is funk to this, it is

preparing itfelf to eat ftraw, as in Hanover or
in Brumwick. But befides the fbUy of the de-

claration, it happens that the facts are ail againft

Mr. Burke. It was by the Government being

hereditary, that the liberties of the people were
endangered. Charles I. and James II. are in-
fiances of this truth yet neither of them went
fo far as to hold the Nation in contempt.

As it is fometimes of advantageto the people

of one country, to hear what thofe of other
countries have to fay reipeûing it, it is poiEMe

that the people of France may leam fomething

from Mr. Burke's book, and that the people of
England may alfo learn fomethingfmm the an.
fwers it will occafion. When Nations fall out
about freedom,a wide field of debate is opened.
The argument commenceswith the rights of war.

without its evils and as knowledgeis the object

contended for, the party that fuftains the defeat

obta!ns the pnze.
Mr.'Burke talks about what he caiïs an here-

ditary crown, as if it were fome producHon of
Nature or as if, like Time, it had a power to
operate, not only independently, but in fpite of

man or as if it were a thing or a iubject uni-
verfally comcntedto. Alas it has none of thofe
properties, but is the reverfe of them a! It !s a
thing in imagination, the propriety of which is

tnorc than doubted, and the legality of which
!n a few years will be denied.



But, to arrange this matter in a clearer ~ew
than what general expreuions can convey, it
will be neceuary to flate the dUtina heads under

which (what is called) an hereditarycrown, or,
more properlyfpeaking,an hereditary fuccenion

to the Government of a Nation, can be confi-

dered which are,
FM, The right of a particular Faml!y to

dtabluh itfelf.
Secondly, The right of a Nation to eftablifh

a particularFainily..
With reipea to the~/? of thefe heads, that

of a.Fami!y eH:abH&Ing itfelf with hereditary.

powers on its own authority, and independent
of the confent of a Nation, ail men w!U concur
in calling it defpotifin; and it woùld be treipan-
ing on their underAandingto attempt to prove it.

But the fecondhead, that ofa Nation eRab!i&-

ing a particular FarnUy with hcreditary powers,
does nbt prefent itfelf as deipotiun on the firit

reilè&ion but if men will permit a fecond re-
Ëe&ton to take place, and carry that renection
forward but one rémove out of their own per-
fons to that.of their offspring, they will theniee
that hereditaiy iuccejEon becomes in its confe.

quences the fame defpotifm to others, which
they reprobated for themfelves. It operates to
preclude,theconfent of the fucceeding généra-
tion and thé prechuionof confent is defpotifm.

When thé perfbn who at any tune &all be in
poSeuionof a Govemment, or thofe who Aand.

in ~ccemon to him, maH fay to a Nation, 1
!io!d



hold this power In contempt of you, it fignifles

not on what authority he pretends to fay it. It is

no relief, but an aggravation to a perfon in uavery,

to reHea that he was fold by his parent and as
that which heightens the criminality of an act

cannot be produced to prove the legality of it,
hereditary fucceffion cannot be eftabli&ed as a
legal thing.

In order to arrive at a more perlée): decifion on
this head, it will be proper to confider the géné-
ration which undertakes to eftablilh a Family with

hereditary powers, a-part and feparate from the
generations which are' to follow and alfo to con-
fider the charaBer in which the generation

acts with reipec): to fucceeding generations.

The generation which firft Meas a perfon, and
puts him at the head ofits Govemment, either with

the title of King, or any other dIAinaion, acts its

Dwn choice, be it wife or foolifh, as a &ee agent ibr
it&If. The perfon fo fet up is not hereditary, but

felected and appointed and the generation who

fets him up, does not live under an hereditary go.
vernment, but under a government of its own
choice and e&abluhment. Were the generation

who fets him up, and the peifon fo fet up, to live

for ever, it never could become hereditary fuccef-

fion and of confequence,hereditary fucceffion can

only follow on thé death of the firft pardes.

As therefore hereditary fucceffion is out of the
queHton with reipea to the~ generation, we
hâve now to confider the character in which
generation ads with reipeS to the commencing

generadon, and to ail fucceeding ones. It



It anumes a charader, to which it has neither
rigjit nor title. It changes itfelffrom a Legillator
to a y~/M-,and aSects to make its Will, which is
to have operation after the demiïe of the makers,
to bequeath the Government; and it not only
attempts to bequeath, but to ettaMuh on thé fuc-
ceeding generation, a new and different form of
govemment under which itfelf lived. Itfelf, as is
already obferved, ~ived not under an hereditary
Govemment, but under a Govemment of its own
choice and eftablimment and it now attempts, by
virtue of a will and teftament, (and which it bas
not authority to make), to take from the com-
mencinggeneration, and a!t future ones, thé rights
and free agency by which itfelf aûed.

But, exclufive of the rightwhichany generation
bas to act coHecUveIy as a teftator, thé objeûs to
which it applies itfelf in this caië, are not within
the compais of anylaw, or of any will or teftament.

Thé rights ofmen in fociety, are neither devife-
able, nor transférable, nor annihilable, but are
'defcendable on!y and it is not in the power of
any generation to intercept finally, and eut oa'thé
defcent. If the prefent generation, or any other,
are difpofed to be Hâves, it does not leuen thé right
of the fucceeding génération to be free wrohgs
cannot have a legal defcent. When Mr. Burke
attempts to maintain, that the Nation did~C/~M7! l688, m~?~e~M~ ~XMM~<
abdicate~<r ~~j~ /~i/f/wj, and for ail their
jp~y~~ ever; he fpeaks a language that merits
not reply, and which can onlyexcite contemptfor
his proftitute principles, or pity for his ignorance.

la



In whatever !!ght hereditaryutccsBIon,as grow..
ing out of the will and trament of fome former
generation, prefents itfelf, it is an abfurdity. A
cannot make a will to take from B the property
of B, and give it to C yet this is the manner in
which (what is called) hereditaryfucceffionby law
opérâtes. A certainformergenerationmadea will,
to take away the rights of the commencinggene.
ration, and ai! future ones, and convey thofe rights
to a third perfon, who afterwards cornes forward,
and tel!s them, in Mr. Burke's tangtiage, that they
have no r~ that their rights are already be.
queathed to him, and that he will govem in con-
<c~ of them. From fuch principles, and fuch
ignorance, Cood Lord deliver the world

But, after a! what is this metaphor called a
crown, or rather what is monarchy? Is it a
thing,, or is it a name, or is it a fraud? Is it

a contrivanceof human wifdom," or of humatt
craït to obtaia money from a nation under fpe.
cious pretences? Is it a thing neceNary to a
nation? If it is, in what does that neceflity
conM, what fervices does it perform, what is its
bunnefs, ,and what are its merits? Doth the vir-
.tue conStt in thé metaphor, or in the man? Doth
thé go!dûnith that makes the crown, make the vir.
tue alfb!' Doth it operate like Fortunatus's wifh.
ing~cap, or Harieqtna's wooden iword? Doth
it make a man a conjurer? In fine, what is it?
It appears to be a ibmething going much out of
Muon, ia!!ing into r!dicu!e, and rejected in fome
countries both asunnecd&ryandexpenGve. In



America !t is cohHderëd as an abfurdtty and in
France It bas ib far declined, that the goodnefs
of the man, and thé reipeû for his perfonal cha.
ra&er, are thé only things that preicrvetheap-
pearance of its exiftence.

If Govemment be what Mr. Burke defcribes
it, a contnvance of human wifdom," 1 might

n(k him, if wifdom was at fucb a !ow ebb m Eng-
land, that it was become necelfary to !tnp6rt it
from Holland and from Hauovet'? But ï will do
thé country the juftice to fay, that was not the cafe;
and even if it was, it mUtook thé cargo. The
wtfUnm of evcry country, when properly exerted,
isfu<Bc!ent for aU its purpofes; and there could
exift no more reat occafion ht England to have
fent for a'Dutch Stadtholder,or a GermanE!eaor,
than there was in America to have doae a fimilar
th!ng. If a cduntry does not underuiahd its own
aSairs, hdw is a foreigner to uaderitand them,
whoknow~ne!ther its !aws, îtsmannefs, norits
tanguàge? If there exiited a man fo tnmicen.
dandy wtieabdve atl others, that his v!M<~mwas
neceûary to initrua a nation, fome reafon might
be ofered for monarchy; but wheh we taA
our eyCs abdut à cotintry, and obferve how every

'part under~ands iM own anairs; and waën we
!cok aroUûd thé world, and fée that ofall men in
it,' thé rat:é of kings are thé molt inugnincant In
capadty,our reafbn cannot fa!f tba& us–What
arethoiemënkeptfo!'?P

If therë is any th!ng in monatchy wMeh we
-peop!e of America do not uhderRahd, wi& Mr.

Burke



Burke would be fo kind as to inform us. 1 fee in
America, a government extending over a country
ten times as large as England, and condu~ed with
regularity, for a fortieth part. of thé expence
which government cotts in England. If 1 a<k a
man in America, if hc wants a King ? he retorts,
aad a&s me if 1 take him for an ideot ? How is it
that this diSbrence happens ? are we more or !efA

wife than othcrs ? liée in Amenca, the generality
of people living in a <tHe of plenty unimown in
monar:h!catcountries and 1 iee that the principle
ofits government, which is that of the ~!M/A~t
e~Af~H, is making a rapid progrefs m thé wor!d.

If monarchy is a uielets thing, why is it kept

up anywherei' and if a neceHary thing, how can
it be difpenfed with ? That ~-u// ~0'ucraw~~ is

neceffary, a!l civilized nations will agree but
civil government is republican government. AU
that part of the government of England which
begins with the office of conftable, and proceeds
through the department of magittrate, quarter.
feffion, and générâtau!ze, including tria! by jury,
is republicangovernment. Nothing of monarchy

appears in any partofit, except the name which
WUHamthé Conquerorimpofed upon the Englilh,
that of obliging them to call him Their Sove~
reignLotdthejKing-"

)

It is .eaiy to conceive, that. band of interefted

men, fueh as PIacemen, PenHoners,Lords of. the
hed-chamber, Lords of the ~itchen. Lords of thé
neceSary-hou&,and théLord knows what befides,

can find as many reajtbns for monarchy as their



f-tlanes, paid at the expence of thé country,
amount to but if 1 aik the farmer, the manufac-
turer, the merchant, the tradefman, and down
thrôugh a!I the occupations of life to the common
labourer, what fervice monarchy is to him? he
can give me no anfwer. If 1 atk him what mo-
narchy M, he believes it is fomething like a
Cnecure.

NotwtthAaaoiag the taxes of England amount
to a!moA feventeen millions a.year, faid to be
for the expences of Government, it is Ml evident
that the fenfe of the Nation is left to govem itfelf,
and does govem itfelf by magi&rates and juries,
almoftat its own charge, on republican p~Inciples,
exclufive of the expence of taxes. ,The Maries
of the Judges are a!moA the only charge that is
paid out of the revenue. Cônfidering that all the
internat Govemment is executed by the people,
the taxes of Englandoughttobe thé lighteft of any
nation in Europe Imtead of which, they are thé
contrary~ As this cannot be accounted for on
the &ore of civil govemment, the fubjeS neceHa-
Tt!y extends itfelf to the monarchicaipart.

When thé people of England ient for George
thé FM, (and it would puzzle & wuer man than
Mr. Burke to difcover for what he could'be
wantedi or what fervice he couM fendër), they
ought at leaft to 'have conditioned SM'theaban.
doament pf Hanover. Befides thé endlefs Ger-
man intrigues that mu& jEbHow from a German
Etector being King of Engtand, there M a
natural impo~Ebuityofuniting in the fame,perfon
the principles of Freedom aad~he principles of

De~otUm,



DetpotUm, or, as it is umalty c&Ued in England,
Arbitrary Power. A German E!e0or is in his
<teû:orate a defpot How then could it be ex-
peûed that he &ou!d be attached to principles
of liberty in one country, while his intereft in
another was to be fupportedby defpotifm ? Thé
union cannotexift; and it might eaH!y have been
forefeen, that Gerjman Eleûors would make Ger-

man KIngs, or, in Mr. Burke's words, would
aSume governmentwith contempt.* Thé Englilh
have been in the habit of confidering a King of
England only in thechara&er in which he appears
to~ them whereas the lame perfon, while the
connexion lafts, bas a home-feat in another coun-
try, the intérêt of which is different to their own,
and the principlesof thé govemmentsin oppoCtion
to each other-To fuch a perfon England wiH

appear as a town-refidence, and the EteRorate
as the e~ate. The EngU& may wi&, as 1 believe
they do, iucce& to the principles of Liberty în
France, or in Genhany but a Gsrttian Eleaor
tremblesfor the fate of defpotifmin his ele&orate
and the Dutchy of Mecklenburgh, whete the
prefent (~ueen's iamily goveras, is under the
fame wretched &ate of arbitrary pover, and thé
people in i!!a~!& vaffalage.
There never ~was a time when it became the

'EnglHh to watch continental intrigues more cir-
cumipeôlythan at the prefent moment, and to
di{HBgui& the poMcs of thé Ele&oratetrom thé
polities of the Nation. Thé révolutionof France
bas entirely changed the ground with reQ)ea to

England,



England and France, as nations but thé German
defpots, with Pruffia at their head, are combin.
mg againft Liberty ànd the fbadneis of Mr. Pitt
for office, and thé intérêt which a!Ih!s jfamity-

conaeRions have obtained, do not give ûuEcient

fecurity againn: this Intrigue.
As evërything which paffes in the wôrid be-

come tatter for hutory, 1 will now quit this fub-
jeû, and take a concife review of the ftate of par-
ties and politics in England, as Mr. Burke bas
done in France.

Whether the prefent reign commenced with

contempt, 1 ieave to Mr. Burke certain however

it is, that it had ih'ongly that appearance. Thé
aniinonty of the Eng!i<h Nation, it is very we!t
Tëmenibered)ran high; and, had'the trueDrindp!e&

of Liberty been as well underftood thenas they

now pronnuë to be, it is probablethe Nation woutd

not have patientlyfubmitted to jfb much. George

the Firit and~Secondwere &nub!e of a rival in thé
remains oftheStNarts and its.theycouidnot but
confider theniielvesas Aanding on their good beha-

~ioar, they had prudence to keep their German
prmciples.of Government to thenue!ves but M

thé Stuart &mtly wore away, thé. prudence bs-
camele&necenary.

Théconteft. betwees nghts, and what were ca!-
!ed prérogatives, co~tinuedtohsat the Nadpn tin

fome t4mc after the conc!uHoa of the American.

Warz ,when all at.onee it;Fell a calux--ExeFrati~itWar, .when a!! at once it feU a ca!m–-Execrat;qn
exçhanged it~f for appbuie,and Court pppu!ar!ty

iprung up. like a muthroom)n a night.



To accountfor this ïuddcn tranfition, it is prb-
per to obfervc, that there are two difUncUpeciesof
pppu!ar!ty thé one excited by metit, the other
by reïentment. As the Nation had formed itfelf
into_two parties, and each was extolling the merits
of tt~ parliamentary champions for and again!
prerogative, nothing could operate to give a more
général &ock than an immédiate coalition of
the champions themfelves. The partifans of' each

being thus fuddenly left in the lurch, and mutually
heated with diïguH. at the meafure, felt no other
reliefthan unith:g in a coinmon exécrationagamit
both. A higher itimulus of refentment being thus
excited, than what the conteft on prerogativeshad
occafioned, the Nation quitted aU former objeas
of, rights and wrongs, and fought only that of
gratification. The indignation at the Coalition, fo
eSeâuaUy fuperfeded the indignation agauut thé
Court, astoextinguimit; andwithout.anychange
of. princigles on the part of the Court, the fame
people who had reprobated Its ddpotnm, united
~pith !t, to revenge themfelves on the Coalition
Parilament. The cafe was not, which they liked
beK,–but, which they hated moH: and 'thé
lea& hated paned for love. The dinblution of
thé CoatitionParliament, as It aSorded thé means
of gratUyIng the refentmentof the Nation, could
nbtiait tb be popular; and from hence aroie the
popularityof the Court.

Ttanntîons of this kiod exhibita Nation under
the government of temper, inftead of a fixed and
ûeadyprinciple;aadhavingonce comm!tted!tfeir,

however



hawever !-a{h!y, it ieeb itfelf uiged along to
juiUfy by continuance its firft proceeding.-
Meafures which at other times it wouldcenfure,
it now approves, and aSs perfuafion upon itfelf
tofuSûcateItsjudgme'~t.

On the return of a new Parliamenr, thenew
MintRer, Mr. Pitt, found himfelf in a fécule
majority and the nation gave him crédit, not
put of regard tu himfélf, but becaufe it h~d fe-
fbived to do it out of refentment to another.

He introduced himfelf to public notice by a

propofed Refbrm of Parliament, which in its
operation woutd have amounted to a publie
ju&incationofcorruption. The Nation was

to be at the expence of buying up the rotten
boroughs, whereas it ought to punilh the per-
6)na who deal in thé traffie.

PaSiag over the t~o bubbtes, ofthe Dutch

bufinefs, and. the miUion a-year to fink the

national debt, the matter which moft prefents

itfelf, is the aSai!' of the Regency. Never,

in the courte of my obfervation, was delurion
more<ucc<:{sM!y ~ed, nor a nation moreconï-

ntetety deceh'ed.–Bur,to make thisappear, it
will be neceQary to go over the c'reumUances.

Mr. Fox had (tated in the Haute ofCotn-
mon., that the Prince of Wales, as heir io Ac-

eeCion, had a right in himfelf toatrumethe

government. This ~M oppo(ed by Mr. Pitt;
and, tb 'far as the oppotition was confined to

thé dcarinf, it was. juR. But the principe
which



which Mr. Pitt maintainedon the contrary t!df~

were as bad, or worfe in their extent, than thofe
of Mr. Fox becaufe they went to e~abIKh an
ariftocracy over the Nanon, and over thefmatt
reprefentatipn it has in the Houiecf Commons.

Whether the Englith form of Govemmeac
be good or bad, is not in this cafe the queftion;à$

but, taking it as it ftands, without regard

to its merits or demerits, Mr. Pitt was farthet
from the point than Mr. Fox.

It is fuppofed to confift of three parts
while therefore the Nation is difpofed to con-
tinue this form, the parts have a M~MM?~s< independent of each other, and are
not the creatures of eacho,ther. Had Mr. Fox
paCed througb Parliament, and faid; that the
peHba alluded to claimed on the ground of the
Nation, Mr. Pitt muft then have contended
(what lie called) thë right of the Parliac&ent,
againft the right of thé Nation.
By the appearance which the conter madé,
Mr. Fox took the hereditary ground, and Mr.
Pitt thé partianaentaryground} but thé factis,
they both took hcreditaryground, and Mr. Pitc
took the worft of the two.

What is called the Parliament, is made up of
two Houfes one of which is more hereditary,
and more bèyond the controul of the Nation,

than what thé Crown (as it is called) is <bp.

pofed to be. It is an hereditary ariRocraey,
aCumihg and affertingihdefeat!b!e, irrevokabie
Fights and authority, wholly independent of the

Nation.



Nation. Whefe then was the merited p6pu!
riity ofexa!ting this hereditàrypowerover ano-

ther hereditary power lefs mdepehdent bf the

ration than what it(e!f a0umed to be, and of

abforbing the fighM of thé ration :nto a Hôùte

over which it bas neither ete~ion nor controul ?

Thé générât !mpu!<eof the Nanon was right;

but it a~ed without reSe-aion. Ït approvéd the

oppoCtton made to the right ~t up by Mr.

Fox, withoutperce:vtng that Mr. Pitt was

jbpporting another indefeaSbIe tight, more

Kt~ote ~om the Nation, M oppoStion to it.
WÏthtefpeatothe Houfè of Commons, t:

h ele~ed but bya~mal! part of thé Nanon;J
but were the eie&ton as untvef~t as taxation,

which !t ought to be, it would AiU be only the
crgan of thé Nation, and cannot po8e<s tnher-

eM
rights.hen the Nationat Alfembty of

'France revives a mafter, thé refolve is made

innghtof thé Nat;on~ but Mr. Pitt, on ait

Mttonal queftions, <b far as they refer tô the
Heufeo<'Commbf!5, abfor«bs thé nghM of the

1Nation into the organ, and makes the organ

into a Nat:dn, and the Nation itfelf into acyphe!
Ïn a ~ewwords, thé queAion on the Regency

was a queUton on a million a-year,. wh!ch M

appropnated to the execunvedepartment:and

Mr. P'~ could not poaeïs himfelf of any
'~anag~Hentof this ~m, wichout fetting upthe

fMMMacy oC Partiampat; and when tbis was
<. ~M ftt < fhfn



~ccomp!i(hed, it was indin~erentwho fhould be

Kegent, as he mutt be Regent at his own cofh

Among thé curioHtics which this contentious

debate afforded, was that of making the Great
Seal into a King; the aSxing of which to an
aft, was to bë royal authority. If, therefore,

Royal Authority is a Great Seal, it confe-

quentiy is in itfelfnothing,and a good Confti..

tution would be of infinitely more value to the

'Nation, than what the three Nominal Powers,

as they now ftand, are worth.
The continuât ufe of the word Ce~~MK in

theEngHfhP&rtiament, fhews there isnone,i
and that the whole is merely a form of Govern-

ment without a Conftitution, and con<Htuting

itfelf with what powers it pleafes. If there were

a Conftitution, it certainly could be referred to;
and the debate 'on any confUtutionai point,
wouldterminate by producingthe Conftîtution.
One member fays, This is Contlitution; and
another fays, That is ConiHtution–*To-day
}t is one thing} and to-morrow, it is fomething
ette-white the maintaining the debate proves
there is none. Conftitution is now the cant
word of Parliament, tuning it&!f to the car
of the Nation. Formerly it was the univerfal

~~f~M<y jP~f&xM~the~M~c/f-
/M~~ But fince thé progrefs of Liberty in
France, thofe phrafes have a defpotic harûme~
in their note; and thé EngUth ParHamentbave
cntched the fafhion from the National ABem-



My, but without the fubftance, of fpeaking of
C'C~/?</K/MM.

As the prêtent generation ofpeop!e in Eng-
)and did not make the Governmenr, they are
not'accountable for any of its débets, but
that iboner or Jarer it mu& corne into their
hands to undergo a con~itutional reformations

}s as certain as that the fame thing bas happened

in France. If France, with a revenue of nearJy

twenty-&ur millions ifterling, with an extent
pf rich and fertile country above four times
Jarger than England, with a population of
twenty-four millions of inhabitants to fupport
taxation, with upwards of ninety mitlions
~ter!ing of gold and filver circulating in the
nation~ and with a debt Je& than the prefent
debt ofEngland–MU found itaeceJSary, trôna
whatever caufe, to corne to a fettlement of its
a9uirs, it folves the probJem of funding for
both countries.

It is out of the queiUon to fay how long
what ig called the Eng!i& conititution bas
ta&ed, and to argue from thence how long it
is toIaA, the queftion is, how long can-the
fundingfyftem IaA ? It is a thing but of modem
invention, and bas not yet continued beyond
thé life of a man, yet in that &ort ~pace it bas
fo far accumuJated, that, together with the
currenc expences, it requires an amount of
faxes at leaft equai to the wh«!c Janded rental
pf~he nation in acre~tode~ray the annual ex-.

pead:curc,



penditure. That a government could not al-

ways have gone on by the fame fyftem which

bas been followed for thé Ja(t feventy years,
muit be evident to every man and for the
fame reafon it cannot always go on.

The funding fyftem is not money neither
is it, properly fpeaking, credit. It in eNe&

créâtes upon paper the fum which it appearsto
borrow, and lays on a tax to keep the imagi-

nary capital alive by the payment of intérêt
and fends the annuity to market, to be fold for

paper atready in circulation. If any credit is

given, it is to the difpofition of the people to
pay the tax, and not to the government which
lays it on. When this difpofitionexpires, what
is fuppofed. to be the credit of Government
expires with it. The inftanceof France under
the former Government, fhews that it is im-
potBMe to compe! the payment of taxes by
force, when a whole nation is determined to
take its B:and upon that ground.

Mr. Burke, in his review of thé finances of
France, Haces the quantity of gold and 6!ver
in France, at about eighty-eightmillions iter-
liDg. In doing this, he bas, 1 prefume, divided
by the difference of exchange, inSead of the
"Randard of twenty-four livres to a pound tter-
ting for M. Neckar's ftatement, from which
Mr. Burke's is taken, is two tlioufand two As?!-

~r~ m<~M~ e/' //w~ which is upwards of
ptnety-one millions and an half&ertihg.

M. Neckar



M. Neckar in France, and Mr. Geofge

Chalmers of the OHice of Trade and Plantation

M England, of which Lord Hawkcfbujfy M

preudcnt,publifhed nearly about the rame time

(t786) an accouncof the quantity of money

in each nation, from the returns of the Mint of

each nation. Mr. Chalmers, from the returns
pftheEngti&Mintat the Tower of London,

&ates the quantity of money in England, in.

cluding Scotland and Ireland, to be twenty

toiHions tteding'.

M. Neckarffays, that the amountof money

in France, recoined <rom the old coin which

was ca!Icd in, was two thoufand nve hundred

miUions of livres, (upwardsofone hundred and

four millions fterling), and, after deduaingfor

wafte, and wbat may be in the W~tt ï"dies,

and other poffible drcumaances, j[tates thé

circulation quantity at home, to beninety-one
militons and an ha!ffter)ing; but, Mking it as

Mr. Burke bas put it, it is Cxty-cightmiHions

)ï]ore than the-nationalquantity in England.

That the quantity of money in France can-

not be under this fum, may at once bejeeo
from the ftate of the French Revenue, without

referting to the records of the French Mint
for proofs. The revenue of France prior to

SM~MM~ <f<~ C~~< Cr~~HMM,

ttyG.Chahners.
8eeAdtttimaHttanoft!itFifMM<tofB'nmce,V9!.M-by

M. Ncd:M-.M. Neckar. the



thé Revolution, was nearly twenty-four mil-
Hons ~eriing and as pàper had then no exig-
ence in France, the whole revenue was col-
!e~ted upon gold and Biver} and it would have

been impoffible to have coUeRed fuch a quan-
tity of revenue upon a lefs national quantity
than M. Neckar has ftated. Be<bre the eftab-
jiihment of paper in England, the revenue was
about a fourth part of the national amount of
gold and filver. as may be known by referring
to the revenue prior to King William, and the
quantity of money ftated to be in the nation at
that time, which was nearly as much as it ia
now.

It can be of no real fervice to a Nation, 'to
impofe upon it~eif, or to permit itfelf to be
impofedupon; but the prejudicesof fome, and
the impofition of others, have always repre-
fented France as a nation poCeŒng but little
money–-whereas the quantity is not only more
than four times what the quantity is in England,
but is conSderaHy greater on a proportion of
numbers. To account for this deficiency on
thé part of Engfand, fome reference Ciou!d be
had to thé Englith fyftem of funding. It ope-
rates to multiply paper, and to iubtUtute it in
the room of money, in vatious Ctapes; and the
more paper is multiplied, the more opportu.
nities are afforded to export thefpecie; and
it admits of a pofnbiHty (by extending tt to

ima!i



tnat! notes) of increafing paper tiJ! there M

N0 money left.
1 know this is not a pleafant ~ub}e~ to

Englith readersbut the matters 1 am going

to mention, are ib important in themfelves, as
to require the attention of men intetetfied in
money-tranfacUonsof a public nature.-There
is a circumttance ftated by M. Neckar, in his's
treatife on the adminiftration of the finances,
which bas never been attended to in England,
but which forms the only bafis whereon to efti-
mate the quantity of money (gold and filver)
which ought to be in every nation in Europe,
to preferve a relative proportion with other
nations.

Lifbon and Cadiz are the two ports into
which (money) gold and filver from South
America are imported, and which afterwards
divides and fpreads !tie!f over Europe by means
of commerce, and increafes the quantity of
money in aU parts of Europe. If, therefore,
the amount of the annual importation into
Europe can be known, and the relative pro-
portion of the foreign commerce of the feverai
nations by which it is di(tributed can be aicer.
tained, they. give a rule, iunicientty true, to
afcertain the quantity of money which ought
to be found in any nation, atany given time.

M. Neckar thews from the regitters of Lif-
bon and Cadiz, that thé importation of gold
and jStvef into Europe, is ayemUttonsiter~ing

onnually.



annuaHy. He bas not taken it on a Hng!e

year, but on an average of fifteen fucceeding

years, from ty6j to 1777, both inclufive
in which time, the amount was one thoufand
cight hundred million livres, which is feventy-
five millions Aerling

From the commencement of thé Hanover
fucceIBonin 17'4, to the timeMr. Chalmers
pubiimed, isfevcnty'two years; and the quan-
tity imported Into Europe, in that time, would
be three hundred and. fixty millions fterling.

If the foreign commerce of Great Britain
be ftated at a fixth part of what the whole
foreign commerce of Europe amounts to,
(which is probably an inferior eftimation to
what thé gendenaen at the Exchangewould
allow) the proportion which Britain ihould
draw by commerceof this fum, to keep herfejf

on a proportion with the reft of Europe,
would be'alfo a fixth part, which is fixty mil-
lions fterling; and if the fame allowance for
wa<te and accident be made for England which
M. Neckar makes for France, the quantity
remainingafter thefe déductions would be fifry-
two millions and this fum ought to have been
in the nation (at the time Mr. Chalmers pub-
ji&ed) in addition to the fum which was in
the nation at the commencement of the Hano-
ver fucceulon, and to have made in the whole
at leaft Exty-ux millions Aeriing, inflead. of

AdmmNMtiM of theFiMneesefF~nt~ Vp).?.



which, there were but twenty miH'ons, which

is forty-fix millions below ics propordonate
quantity.

As the quantity of gold and Nver imported
îhtoLifbon and Cad!z, is more eXaëHy .afcer-

tained than that of any coihmodity !<nport6d

int& England and as the quantity of money
coined at the ToWer of 'London, is &iU more
pdStiveÏy known thé leading fa~ts do not
admit of coatrove~ Either, therefore, thé

commeMe of Engtand is unpfOdudive of
proHt,bi-thego!dand6~cf~Mch it brings

!ëak continua!!y awsy by tfn<een meaios, at
the sv~rage rate of xbofc three quarters df a
million &-year, whicb, in~hecoûffeofiteMaty-
'two years, ac~oants for thé d~ctency and

its abfence IsluppUed by paper'.
t

The

Whether the Eng!!& commerce deM not bring ln money,
or whether the Governmenttend) it oat after it Mbrought m, is

amàtter wMch the parties mncenied ah te& Mpiata bdt thtt
tSe<t~e!eaeyex:ee,is Bot m thé ~.wtref'eithertodi~row.

While Dr. Price, Mr. Eden (now Auckland), Mf. Chalmers,
e

and othen, were debating whether the quantity'of moNeyim

Eng~nd wMgreaterôrhfs than at tReReto!atien,thee[rtum-
tbmetW~Ootadverted to, that<M':etheT:tVotMtion,&Me<!an-

net have been lots than fbur JtNndred miUioa~&ef!g imported

into Europe and therefere, the qMntity!aEngtMdo~htat
teiS to httveteen foartimesgreater thin !t~9 'attheReto-
lutibn, <ot)ecn aprc~Mtidn~ithEMdpe. 'What Et~tMd'is
nowaemg~y~pe)-, i$~bat atewould have beenaMetoh~

doneby Mid money, if gold and Ovefhadcome into thé nation

in thcpMportion'itaught,orhadnotbMh<ent~t,!tnd&9 ia

Md~toaring to reftore by paper, the balance Cte ha< loft by

menty. It is certaip, that thegoldand Nver ~Heh iH-riVeannu-
~ly



The Revolution of France is attended with

many nowe! circumftanccs, not only in thé po-

ally in the regifter-Otipsto Spain and Portugal, do not remain

!n thofe countries. Takiag the value half in gold and half in

Nver, it is about four hundred tone annua)!y, and from the

number of Ihips and galloons employed in thé trade of bringing

thofe metals from South America to Portugal and Spain, the

quantity&Seientlyprovetitfelf, without referring to the regiC-

ters.
In the fituation England now it, it is impoffible&e can increate

in money. High taxM not only te~n thé propertyof the indi-

viduals, but they teCen alfo the money-eapital of a nation, by

MdueiBgBnuggiing,which can only be carried on by gold and
~ihrer. By thé politics whieh the Britith Government hâve

caftiedon with theIntand PowersofGermanyand the Continent,
h bas made an enemy of all the MaritimePowers, and is there.

fore obliged to keep up a large navy; but tbovgh the navy is
built in England, thé naval aoreemuft be parcha&d &qmabraadt

and that from countrieswhere the greateft part muft be paid for

in gold and~vsr. SomefaDaeious rumeurs hâve been fet aBeat

in England to induce a bolief of inouey,and, among others, that
cftheFrench refugMS bringing great quantitiea. The idea is
rtdicutotH. The generalpart of the money in FranceM CIver,

and it would take upwardsof twenty of the largeft broad wheel

waggont, with ten hor&a each, to remove one million<ter)ingof

iEtver. Is it then to be fuppofed, that a few people neeing ott

horte-back, or in po<t-chaifes, in a fecret manner, and having

the FrenchCuftom-Honfeto païs, and the fea to tro&, could

bring even a fuSciency for their own expencest
Whenmillionsof money are fpoken of, it fhoutdbe tecoHeeted,

tbat fuch fumt can only accumciatein a countryby ûewdegrees,

and. a long proee<Eon of time. The meft frugal fyftem that

England couldnow adopt, won!d not recover, in a eentury, the

bahnce fhe has Min money <!nte thé commencement of the

Hanoyerfucceinon. She is~venty millionshehindFrance, and

Oiemaft be in &me connatrabteproportionbehind every country

in Europe, becaufe the returns of the Ëng)i&Mint do not &ew

MUncreafe ofnjoney, whiie theMgifta'sofI.~pn and Cadiz

~hew an Europeanincreaje of between thrte and fcor hundKft

ntiitiMsCerHBg) rr 1



litical Sphère, but in the circle of moneytranf-
acHons. Among others, it &ews that a Go-

vernment may be iu a Aate of infolvency, and

a Nation rich. So far as the tact is confined
to thé late Government of France, it was in-
&!vent becaufe thé Nation would no longer
fupport its extravagance, and therefore it could

no longer fupport itfelf-but with refpect: to
thé Nation, aHthemeansexKred. 'A'Govern-
ment may be iaid to be iniolvenf, every time
it applies to a Nation to difcharge its arrears.
The infoivency of the late Government of
France, end thé prefent Government of Eng-
land, differed in no otber refpec): than as the
diipontion of the people differ. The people
of France refufed their aid to the old Govern-

ment; and the people of England fubmit to
taxation without enquiry. What is called the
Crown in England, has been infolvent feveral
times, the laft of which, publiciy knownj was
in May î~?, when it applied to the Nation

to difcharge upwards of 600,000, privaté
debts, which otherwife it could not pay.

le '.v.ts the error of Mr. Pitt,' Mr. Burke,
and all thofe who were unacquainted witK thé
affaira of France, to confbund thé French Na-
tion with the French Government. The French
Nation, in eHect, endeavoured to render the
late Government ,infb!vent, for the purpofë of
taking Govemment into its own hands, and it
n.ft/rved its means for theJtupport of the new

Govern-.



Government. In a country of fuch vatt extent
and population as France, thé natural means

cannot be wanting and the political means

appear the infant the Nation is difpofed to
permit them. When Mr. Burke, in a~ fpeech.

iaO Winter in the Britilh Pariiamenr,

eyes over the m~ of Europe, and faw ~/M
that oM~w~ ~fc, he talked like a dreamer of
dreams. The fame natural France exifted as be-
fore, and all the natural means exifted with if.

The only chafm was that which the extinction
of deipotiim had !efr, and which was to be
filled up with a conftitution more formidable in
refourcesthan the power which had expired.

Although the French Nation rendered the

late Government inMvent, it did not permie
the infolvency to act towards thé creditors; and
the creditors confidering the Nation as thé real
payma~er, and the Government only as the

agent, refted themfelveson the Nation, in pré-

ference to the Government. This appears
greatly to diaurb Mr. Burke, as thé precedent
is fatal to the policy by which Governments
have fuppofed themfelves, fecure. They have
contraaed debts, withaviewofattachingwhat
is ca!!ed che monied intereft of a Nation to
their ijpport; but the example in France <hewSt

~hat thé permanent fecurity of the creditor is
in the Nation, and not in the Government; and
that in att poHibIe revolutions that may happen
in Governments, thé means are always.with the

Nation,



Nation, and the Nation always in existence.
Mr. Burke argues, that the creditors ought to
hâve abided the fate of the Governmtnt which
they trufted; but the National AHembty con-
Cdered them 33 the 'creditors of the Nation,
and not of the Government-of the mafter,
and not of the fteward.

NotwithUanding the late Government could

not difcharge the cutrent expences, the présent
Government has paid off a great part of the
capital. This has been accompHQied by two

means; the one by leHening the expences of
Government, and the other by the fale of thé
mona&ic and eccteËaftical landed eftates. Th$
devotees and penitent debauchees, extortioners
and mifers of former days, to enfurethem~elves

a better world than that which they were about

to leave, had bequeathed immenfe property ia
truft to the pne(thood, for ~oM and the
pne&hbod kept it for themfelves. The Na-
tional Aifembly has ordered it to be fold for

thé good of the whole Nation, and the prieft-
hood'to be decentty provided for.

In confequence of the Revolution, thé an-
nual intereft of the debt of France will. be re-
duced at leaft fix millions Reding, by paying
oN' upwards of one hundred millions of the
capital, which, with le1fening the former ex-
pences of Government at ieaft three miHions,

will place France in a fituation worthy the
imitation of Europe.

Upon



Upon a whole review of the <ubje< how

vaft is the contraft 1 White Mr. Burke has

been talking ofa general bankruptcyin France,
the National Aue~My bas been paying oS'
the capital of its debt, and while taxes have
increafed near a million a-year in England,
they bave lowered feveral millions a-year in
France. Not a ward has either Mr. Burke or
Mr. Pitt faid about French affairs, or the itate
of the French finances, in the prefent Seffion
of Parliament. The iubject begins to te too
weH underftood, and impofition ferves no
longer.

There is a general enigma running through
the whole of Mr. Burke's Book. He writes in

a rage againft the National A1fembly; bue
what is he enraged about ?i' If his affertions

were as true as they are groundlefs, and that
France, by her Revolution, had annihilated her
power, and become what he calls a f~m, it
might excite the grief of a Frenchman, (con-
fidering himfelf as a national man), and pro-
voke his rage againft the National ASembIy i
but why thou)d it excite the rage of Mr.
Burke ?-Alas 1 it is not the Nation of France
that Mr. Burke means, but the COURT; and

every Court in Europe, dreading the fame fate~

is in mourning. He writes neither in the cha-
ra&er of a Frenchman nor. an Englifhman,
but in the fawning charaéler of that creature
known in all countries, aud a jfrietn.! to non~,

a CoURTtER.



a COURTIER. Whether it be the Court of
VertaHtes, or thé Court of St. James or C~r!-
ton.Houfe, or the Court in expe&ation, fig-
nifies not; for the caterpillar principle of ait
Courts and Courtiers are aJike. They form a
common policy throughout Europe, detached
and feparate from the intereit of Nations,: and
while they appear to quarrel, they agree to
plunder. Nothicg can be mo~ terrible to a
Court or a Courtier, than the Revolution of
Fiance. That which is a b!e<Eng to Nations,
is, b!tterne<s to them and as their exigence
depends on thé duplicity of a country, they
tremble at the approach of principles, and
dread the precedent tbat threatens their over-
tnrow.

CON.



CONCLUSION.

REASON and Ignorance, the oppofites of
each other, inflnence the great bulk of man-
kind. If eitherof thefe can be rendered (ufE-
ciently extenfive in a country, the machinery
of Government,goes eaGty on. Reafon obeys
itfetf, and Ignorance fubmits to whatever is
dictated to it.

Thé two modes of Government which pte-
vail in the world, are,?, Government by
e!eûion and reprefentation: Secondly, Govern-

ment by hereditary fuccedon. The former
is generaUy known by the name of republic;
thé latter by that of monarchy and ariftocracy.

Thofe two diftinct and oppofite forms, erect
themfelves on the two di)!tinct and oppoGte
bafes of Reafbn and Ignorance.–As the exer-
cife of Government requires talents and abili-

ties, and as talents and abilities cannot have
hereditary defcent, it is evident that hereditary
fucceuion requires a belief from man, to which
his reatbn cannot fubfcribe, and which can
oniybeedablifhed upon his ignorance) and
the more ignorant ahy country is, the better it
is fitted for this fpecies of Government.

On the contrary, Government in a well-
conRitutedrepuMic, requires no beïief from

man beyond what his reafon can give. H<!

~ces thé M~M/~ of thé who!e fyftem, its origin
xnd its opération and as it is bed fupported



when be<t under&ood, the human faculties aei!

with boldnefs, and acquire, under this form
of Government, a gigantic manlinefs.

As, therefbre, each of thofe forms acts on a,
different bafe, the one moving freely by the
aid of reafon, the other by ignorance; we have

next tocon~ider, what it is that gives motion

to that fpecies of Government which is caUed

mixed Government, or, as it is fometimes lu-
dicrouOy &iled;, a Government of ~M,
and <'o~r.

The mov!ng power in this fpecies of Go-

vernment, tsofneceBlty, Corruption. How-

ever !mperfea. eleaion and reprefentation may
be in mixed Governments, they Siil give ex.
ercife to a greaterportion of reafon than is con-
venient to the hereditary Part, and therefore

it becomesneceH~ry to buy the reafon up. A
mixed Government is an imperfe~every-thingy

cementing and foldering the difcordant parts
'together bv corruption, to aa: as a whole. Mr.
Burke appears highly diiguAed, that France,.

fince the had refolved on a revolution, did not
adopt what he caits ~r<~ Ce~~oM
and the regretful mahner in which he expreffes

himfelf on this occafion, implies a fufpicion,

thaï thé Br!tifh Con~it~tion needëd fomething

,to keep its defects in countenancc.
In mixed Governments there is BO refponrr-

bility the parts cover each other till refpon-

fibility is lott, and the corruption which moves



the machine, contrives at thé fame time its

own efcape. When it is laid down as a
maxim, that a King ~x do wrong, it places

him in a ftate of Cmiiar fecurity with that of

ideots and perfons infane, and reiponËbi))~

is out of the question with retpea. to himfelf.

tt then defccnds upon the MiniRer, who ihet-

ters himfelf ~nder a majority in Parliament,

which, -by places, penfions, and corruption, he

on always command and that majonty juBt-

fies itfelf by thé fame authority with which it

preteas the Minier. In this rotatory motion,

refponfibility is thrown off from theparts, and

from the whote.
When there is a Part in a Government which

can do no wrong, it implies that it does no-

thing, and is only the machine of another

power, by whofe advice and direétion it acts.

What is fuppofed to be thé King in mixed

Governments, is thé Cabinet, and as the Ca-

binet is àlways a part of the Parliament, and

thé members juflifying in one charach-r what

they advife and act in another, a mixed Go-

vernment becomes a continuai enigma entail-

ing upon a country, by the quantity of cor-
ruption neceSary to folder the parts, the ex-

pence of fupporting ail the forms of Govern.

Enentatonee, and finally reiolving itieif into

a Government by Committee; in. which the

sdvt&rs, the âctors, the approvers~ thejuft:-



fiers, the perfons refponfiHe, and the perfons

not retponCNe, are the fame perfons.
By thispantomimical contrivance,and change

of fcene and charactcr, the parts help each
other out in matters which neither of them
fingly would aitume to ad. When money is

to be obtained, the mafs of variety apparently
di1folves, and a profufion of parliamentary
praifes pa0es between the parts. Each ad-
mires with a~om&ment, the wifdom, the libe-
rality, the dHintereAedne& of the other; and
aU of them breathe a pitying figh at the bur-
jjtens of the Nation.

But in a weM-coluUtuted republic, nothing
of this foldering,praifing, and pitying, can take
place; the reprefentationbeing equal through-

out the country, and compleatin itfelf, however
it may be arranged into tegiuative and execu-

tive, they have all one and the fame natural
Iburce. The parts are not foreigners to each

other, like deniocracy,ariftocracy,and monar-
chy. As there are no difcordant duUncdons,

there is nothing to corrupt by compromife, nor
conibund by contrivance. Public meafures
appeal of themfelves to the underftandingof thé

Nation, and, refting on their own merits, dif-

own any flatteringapplication to vanity. The
condnual whine of lamenting the burden of

taxes, however fuccefsfully it may be pracHfëd

in mixed Governments, is incomfHtent with the
fen&



&nic and ~"t of a repubuc. If taxes arc ncceUMy,

they are of courte advantagcou~; but if they

require an apology, the apology itfelf ImpUes.n

impcachment. Why then is man thus impo.ed

upon, or why does he impofe upbn himidf?

When men are fpoken of as kings and fubjeds,

or when Government is mentioned under the dtC.

tma or combinedheads of monarchy, ariftocracy,

and democracy, what is it .that r~~ man is

to underftand by thé terms? If there really exifted

in the wor!d two or more diftina and feparate

~m~~ of human power, we thould then fee the

fev eral origins to which thofe terms wou!d de-

fcriptivelyapply: but as there is but one fpecies ot

man, there can be but one dément of human

power; and that clement is man himfelf. Monar-

chy, arMocracy, and democracy,are but creatures

of imagination; and a thoufaild fuch may be con-

trived, as weil as three.

From the Revolutionsof America and France,

and the fymptoms thathave appearedin other.coun-

tries, it is evident that the opinion of the, world is

changed with reipea to ~'nems of Government,

and that revolutions are not within the compafs of

political calculations. thé progrefs of time and

circunutances,whichmen aulgn to the accomp!iGi.

ment of great changes, is too mechanical to mea-

fure the force of the mind, and the rapidity of

Tefieaion, by which revolutions are geneiated:
.u



AU the old governmentshâve received a mockfrom
thofe that aiready appear, and which were once
more improbable, and are a greater fubjeS of
wonder, than a general revolution in Europe
would be now.

When we furvey the wretched conditionof man
under the monarchical and hereditary fyitems of
Government, dragged from his home by one,

power, or driven by another, and impoverimed

by taxes morethan by enemies, it becomes evident
that thofe fyftems are bad, and that a generalrevo.
lution in the principleand conitrucHon of Govem-

ments is neceuary.
What is governmentmore than the management

of the affairs of a Nation? It is not, and from its

nature cannot be, the property bf any particular

man or family, but of the whole community, at
whofe expence it is fupported; and though by
force or contrivance it has been ufurped into an
inheritance, the ufurpation cannot alter the right
of things. Sovsreignfy, as a matter of right,
appertains to the Nation only, and not to any
individual; and a Nation has at ait times an in-
herent indefeafible right to abollm any form'of
Government it finds inconvenient, and eflablilh

fuch as accords with its intereft, difpofition, and
happineis. Thé romantic andbarbarousdiuJncHon
of men into Kings and lubjeSs, though it may
fuit the condition of courtiers, cannot that of
citizens and is exploded by the principle upon
which Govemments are now founded. Every

citizen



citizen is a member of the Sovereignty, and, as
fuch, can acknowtedg?no perfonal fubjection; and
his obedience can be only to the laws.

When men think of what Government !s, they
muft neceuarilyfuppofe it to poueis a knowledge
of all the obje&s and matters upon which its
authority is to be exercifed. In this view of Go-
vèrnment, the republican fyftem, as eitabluhed by
AmeneaandFrance, opérâtes to embracethé whole
of a Nation; and the knowledge nece1fary to the in-
tereft of all the parts, is to be found in the center,
which the parts by reprefentation fbrm But the
old Governments are on a confb-ucHon that ex-
cludes knowledge as well as happinefs Govem-
ment by Monks, who know nothing of the wor!d
beyond the walls of a Convent, is as conuïtent as
govemment by Kings.

What were formerly called Revolutions, were
little more tha~ a change of perfons, or an altera-
tion of local circunutances. They rofe and ïë!I

like things of courfe, and had nothing in their
exiftenceor their fate that could influence beyond
the fpot that produced them. But what we now
fee in the world, from the Revolutionsof America
and France, are a renovation of the natural order
of things, a fyftem of principles as univerfal as
truth and the exigence of man, tt&d combining
moral with political happinefs and natio lai pro-
fperity.

I. J~~ are ~'K and< f~~K~~?'
equal in r~~7 their ~~j. 67M/&?M~,

can ~jT'KM</f~ OK~' CK public utility.

< n. y~



II. ~~C~O/C&MMM/&
'M//OH 0/ natural and M~r~f~

and thefe are liberty, ~~r~,
*~< <r~~fcc/'c~r~H.

III. ?~ Nation M ~~M//f ~~r~ Se. t
wr~ nor MH IND!VJDUAL, cr ANY

BODY OP MEN, be e~ <?~ ~~oW~ M'~
M not ~r~~ ~rw~J~cm <
In thefe principles, there is nothing to throw a

Nation into confufion by inaamihg ambition.

They are calculatcd to call forth wtMom and

abilities, and to exercife them for the public good,

and not for the émolumentor aggràndizementof

particular defcriptions of men or families. Monar-

chical ibvereignty, the enemy
of mankind, and the,

fource of mifery, is abolimed, and fovereignty itfelf

is re~orcd to its natural and originalplace, the

Nation. Were this thé cafe throughout Europe,

t!ie caufe ofwars would be taken away.
It is attributed to Henry the Fourth ofFrance,

a man of an enlargedand benevolent heart, that

he propofed, about the year 1610, a plan for

aboU&ing war in Europe. The plan confifted in

con&ituting an EuropeanCongrefs,or as theFrench

Authors Mie it, a Pacific Republic; by appoinùng

delegates from thé avéraiNations, whowere to act

as a Court of arbitration in any difputes that might

arife between nation and nation.
Hnd fuch a plan been adopted at the time it

waspropoied, thé taxesof England and France,

as two of the parties, would have been at leaUtea

millions ~erling annuallyto each Nation leis than
they



gg~ weM ai the commencement of the French
!vo!utlon<

yo conçoive a caufe why fuch a plan bas not
t)eën adopted, (and that initcad of a Congrefs for
~he purpofe of prcvmting war, it has been called

~ottly to ~r~M~/c a war, after a fruitlefs expence of
ifeveral years), it will be neceffary to confider the
intereft ofGovernmentsas a diMnâintereit to that
of Nations.

Whatever is the cau& of taxes to a Nanod,
ibecomes alfo thé means of revenue to a Govern-
ment< Every war terminâtes with an addition of
taxes, and confequently with an addition of
TëveMe and in any event of war, in the manner
;they are now commencedand côncludèd,the power
and tntere& of Governments are increafed. War,
~there~orp~ &om' its prodtiôivene&, as it eafiIy
ifuratihes the pretence of necenity for taxes and
~appointmentstoplaces and offices, becomes a prin-
clpa! part of the fyftem of old Governments and
to eftablilh any mode to abolilh war, however
advantageousit might be to Nations, would be tu
take from. fuch Government the mott lucrative or
its branches. The frivolous matters upon which

war is made, mew thé dupojMon and avidity of
Govemments to uphotd the fyftem of war, and
betray the motives Hponwhich they acb

Why are not RepubUcsplunged into war, bat
becauie the nature of their Govermnent does not
admit ofan intereftdi{Un56'omthat ofthe Nation?

EvenHonand,thoughan!n-con~u&ed8.epU0!ic,



àad w~ app~~rce ~xtendtng overe~~n~T!y.~cen.~wthout~~~an~G~v~~t~
~nee. repub~an prinrip!e. ofp~cc

dom~Ic p~ipenty '<~ ~eonomy ~fe~th~Govem~r; and the faine co~en~
would M!dw the fame càufes ui other Nntt~s.

I~he ~e~ ~pvenw~
~co~ruâion, t~. ~ch~at~
Kdproc.y entert% is

~otbi~ more .thM~
Aepol!Cyofiheir~oY€n~c~to.
~e~i~e ~c~ .G~~
tbe.o~ ofp~dy,~an.oh~gthe.m~~on~ rerpF-~Y~'

N~~ ~g h°~'S~ t4~y o~~
of ~aHc fy~ ,of.G9T~ 4~Py
fore. ~c~n~g ~& ~?S
p~cipÏ~f ~G~~g~in~du~~l~P~{y:mÆj~~j

W~ther thé &rms-~d maxims of~o~
.ments.~ch are

&:I m~a~reads~°.on cf~.w<?rM at~peri~~y~,
~H&ed, is not

m~ede~q~<h~
oMer tbeY-àœe ~& coa-eÏpoH~acë can~.SS~t~s. ~?~~c!rq~a~ ~h~
~~Mog~vc ea~ .4~g

't'~l" À; .ÿ
s ¡,di,".t.&t. <t' ti -i) -.<



"~nj manners.–Agriculture,commerce, manufac-

tures,and the tranquil arts, by which the profperity
of Nations is ben: promoted, require a different

'em of Government, and adiSerentipeciesot
knowledge to direc): its opérations, than what

might have been required in the former condition
of thé world.

As it is not diScuIt to perceïve, from the
enlightened Aate ot manidnd, that hereditary

Governments are verging to their decline, and
that Revolutions on the broad bafis of national
ibvcreignty, and Government by reprefentation,

are making their way in Europe, it would be an
a~of wiHom to andcipate their approach, and
produce Revolutions by reafon and accommoda-

tion, rather than commit them to iJic iSue of con-
vulfions.

From what we now fee, nothing of reform m

the polidcal world ought to be he!d improbable.

!t is an-age of Revolutions, in which every thing

may be looked for. Thé intrigue of Courts, by

which the fyftem of war is kept up, may provoke

a confederationof Nations to abolifh it and an
European Congrefs, to patronize the progrefs of
iree Government, and promote the civiïizationof
Nations with each other, is an event nearer in

probability, than once were the révolutions and
aHianeeofFrance and America.

FINIS.




