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T H E
T H E O R Y

OF

MORAL SENTIMENTS.

I

PART V.

Of the INFLUE N>C~E of CustoM and
Fasuion upon the Sentiments of
Moral Approbation and Difapprobation.

Confifting of One Se&ion.

CHAP. 1

Of the Influence of Cuftom and Fafbion upon
our notions of Beauty and Dcformity,

THERE are other principles befides
thofe already enumerated, * which
have a confiderable influence upon the
moral fentiments of mankind, and are the

VOL. II. B chief



2 Of the InrLvENCcE  PartV,

chief caufes of the many irregular and dif=
cordant opinions which prevail in different
ages and nations concerning what is blame-
able or praife-worthy. Thefe prineiples
are cuftom and fafhion, prineiples which
~ extend their dominion over our judg-
ments concerning beauty of every kind.

When two obje&s have frequently been
fcen together, the imagination acquires a
habit of pafling eafily from the one to the
other. If the firft appear, we lay our ac-
count that the fecond is to follow. Of
their own accord they put us in mind of
one another, and the attention glides eafily
along them. 'Though, independent of cuf-
tom, there fhould be no real beauty in
~their union, yet when cuftom has thus
conne@ed them together, we feel an im-
propriety in their feparation. The one we
think is awkward when it appears without
its ufual companion. We mifs fomething
which we expe@ed to find, and the habitual
arrangement of our ideas is difturbed by
the difappointment. A fuit of clothes, for
example, feems to want fomething if they

are




Chap. 1. of CustoM. 3

are without the moft infignificant ornament
which ufually accompanies them, and we
find a meannefs or awkwardnefs in the ab-
fence even of a haunch button, When there
is any natural propriety in the union, cuftom
increafes our fenfe of it, and makes a dif-

ferent arrangement appear ftill more dif=

agreeable than it would otherwife feem to
be. Thofe who have been accuftomed to
fee things in a good tafte, are more dif~
gufted by whatever is clumfy or awkward.
‘Where the conjunéion is improper, cuftom
either diminifhes, or takes away altogether,
our fenfe of the impropriety. Thofe who
have been accuftomed to flovenly diforder
lofe all fenfe of neatnefs or elegance. The
modes of furniture or drefs which feem
ridiculous to ftrangers, give no offence to
the people who are ufed to them. ‘

Fathion is different from cuftom, or
rather is a particular fpecies of it. That is
not the fathion which every body wears,
but which thofe wear who are of a high
rank, or chara&ter. The graceful, the

eafy, and commanding manners of the

B2 great,



4 Of the INFLUENCE PartV,

great, joined to the ufual richnefs and mag-
nificence of their drefs, give a grace to the
very form which they happen to beftow
upon it.  As long as they continue to ufe
this form, it is conneéted in our imagina-
tions with the idea of fomething that is
genteel and magnificent, and though in
itfclf it fhould be indifferent, it feems, on
account of this relation, to have fomething
about it that is gentcel and magnificent
too. As foon as they drop it, it lofes all
the grace, which it had appeared to poflels
before, and being now ufed only by the
inferior ranks of people, feems to have
fomething of their meannefs and awkward-
ncfs.

Drefs and furniture are allowed by all
the world to be entirely under the dominion
of cuftom and fafhion. The influence of
thofe principles, however, is by no means
confined to fo narrow a fphere, but ex-
tends itfelf to whatever is in any refpeét the
objet of tafte, to mufic, to poetry, to
archite@ture.  The modes of drefs and fur-

niture are continually changing, and that
- fathion

O e
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fathion appearing ridiculous to-day which
was admired five years ago, we are ex-
perimentally convinced that it owed its
vogue chiefly or entirely to cuftom and
fathion. Clothes and furniture are not
made of very durable materials.” A well-
fancied coat is done in a twelve-month,
and cannot continue longer to propagate,
as the fathion, that form according to
which it was made. The modes of furni-
ture change lefs rapidly than thofe of drefs;
-becaufe furniture is commonly more du-
rable. In five or fix years, however, it
generally undergoes an entire revolution,
and every man in his own time fees the
fathion in this rcfpeét change many dif-
ferent ways. The productions of the other
arts are much more lafting, and, when
happily imagined, may continue to pro-
pagate the fafhion of their make for a
much longer time. A well-contrived
building may endure many centuries: a
beautiful air may be delivered down by a
fort of tradition, through many fucceflive
generations: a well-written poem may laft

B3 as
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as long as the world; and all of them con~
tinue for ages together, to give the vogue
to that particular ftyle, to that particular
,tafte or manner, according to which each
of them was compoled. Few men have
an opportunity of feeing in their own times
the fathion in any of thefe arts change
very confiderably. Few men' have fo
much experience and acquaintance with
the different modes which have obtained
in remote ages and nations, as to be
thoroughly reconciled to them, or to judge
with impartiality between them, and what
takes place in their own age and country,
Few men therefore are willing to allow, that
cuftom or fathion have much influence
upon their judgments concerning what is
beautiful, or otherwife, in the produtions
of any of thofe arts; but imagine, that
all the rules, which they think ought to
be obferved in each of them, are founded
upon reafon and nature, not v on habit
or prcjudice. =~ A very little attention,
however, may convince them of the con-
trary, and fatisfy them, that the influence

of
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of cuftom and fathion over drefs and fur-

niture, 1is not more abfolute than over
architeCture, poetry, and mufic.

Can any reafon, for example, be affign-
ed why the Doric capital thould be ap-
- propriated to a pillar, whofe height is equal
to eight diameters; the Ionic volute to
one of nine; and the Corinthian foliage
to one of ten? The propriety of each of
thofe appropriations can be founded upon
nothing but habit and cuftom. The eye
having been ufed to fee a particular pro-
portion conneéted with a particular orna-
ment, would be offended if they were not
joined together. Each of the five orders
has its peculiar ornaments, which cannot
be changed for any other, without giving
offence to all thole who know any thing
of the rules of architeGture.  According to
fome archite&ts, indeed, fuch is the ex-
quifite judgment with which the ancients
have affigned to each order its proper or-
naments, that no others can be found
which are equally fuitable, It feems,

’ B4 however,
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however, a little difficult to be conceived
that thefe forms, though, no doubt, ex-
tremely agreecable, thould be the only forms
which can fuit thofe proportions, or that
there fhould not be five hundred others
which, antecedent to eftablifhed cuftom,
would have fitted them equally well. 'When
cuftom, however, has eftablithed par-
ticular rules of building, provided they
are not abfolutely unreafonable, it is abfurd
to think of altering them for others which
are only equally good, or even for others
which, in point of elegance and beauty,
have naturally fome little advantage over
them. A man would be ridiculous who
fhould appear in public with a fuit of clothes
quite different from thofe which are com-
monly worn, though the new drefs thould
in itfclf be ever fo graceful or convenient.
And there fcems to be an abfurdity of the
famc kind in ornamenting a houfe after a
quite different manncr from that which
cufiom and fafhion have prefcribed ; though
the new ornaments fhould in themfelves be
fomewhat fuperior to the common ones.

" According
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According to the ancient rhetoricians, a
certain meafure or verfe was by nature ap-
propriated to each particular {pecies of
writing, as being naturally expreflive of
that chara&ter, fentiment, or paffion, which
ought to predominate in it.  One verfe,
they faid, was fit for grave and another for
gay works, which could not, they thought,
be interchanged without the greateft im-

propriety.  The experience of mbddern

times, however, feems to contradiét thig

principle, though in itfelf it would appear -
to be extremely probable. What is. the

burlefque verfe in Englith, is the heroie

verfe in French.  The tragedies of Racine

and the Henriad of Voltaire, are nearly in
the fame verfe with,

Let me have your advice in a weighty affair.” " -

The burlefque verfe in French, on tﬁé'
contrary, is pretty much the fame with the :
heroic verfe of ten fyllables in Enghfh,,

Cuftom has made the one nation affociatg
the ideas of gravity, fublimity, and fefiouf-
nch, to that meafure which the other has

conne@ed
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conneted with- whatever is gay, flippant,
and ludicrous.  Nothing would appear
more abfurd in Englith, than a tragedy
written in the Alexandrine verfes of the
French; or in French, than a work of the
fame kind in verfes of ten fyllables.

An eminent artift will bring about a
confiderable change in the eftablithed
mcdés of each of thofe arts, and introduce
a qiew fathion of writing, mufic, orarchi-
teGture. As the drefs of an agreeable
man of high rank recommends itfelf, and
how peculiar and fantaftical foever, comes
foon to be admired and imitated; fo the
excellencies of an eminent mafter recom=
mend his peculiarities, and his manner
becomes the fathionable ftyle in the art
which he pralifes.  The tafte of the
Ttalians in mufic and architeGure has,
within thefe fifty years, undergone a con-
fiderable change, from imitating the pe-
culiarities of fome eminent mafters in each
of thofe arts.  Seneca is accufed by Quin-
tilian of having corrupted the tafte of the
Romans, and of having introduced a

frivolous
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frivolous prettinefs in the room of majeftic
reafon and mafculine eloquence. Salluft
and Tacitus have by others been charged
with the fame accufation, though in a dif-
ferent manner. They gave reputation, it
is pretended, to a ftyle, which though in
the higheft degree concife, elegant, ex-
preflive, and even poetical, wanted, how-

ever, eafe, fimplicity,” and nature, and.

was evidently the produétion of the moft
laboured and ftudied affeGtation. How
many great qualities muft that writer poflefs,
who can thus render his very faults agree-
able? After the praife of refining the tafte

cf a nation, the higheft eulogy, perhaps,

which can be beftowed upon any author, is
to fay, that he corrupted it. In our own

language, Mr. Pope and Dr. Swift have

each of them introduced a manner different
from what was practifed before, into all
works that are written in rhyme, the one
in long verfes, the other in fhort. The

-quaintnefs of Butler has given place to the

plainnefs of Swift. ‘'The rambling freedom
of Dryden, and the corre&t but often
tedious and profaic languor cfvAddifon, are

‘ 7 no
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no longer the objecs of imitation, but all
long verfes are now written after the man-
ner of the nervous precifion of Mr. Pope.

Ncither is it only over the produQions
of the arts, that cuftom and fathion exert
their. dominion.  They influence our
judgments, in the fame manner, with re-
gard to the beauty of natural obje@s.
What various and oppofite forms are deem-
&4 beautiful in different {pecies of things?
The proportions which are admired in one
animal, are altogether different from thofe
which are efteemed in another. Every
clafs of things has its own peculiar con-
formation, which is approved of, and has
a beauty of its own, diftinét from that of
every other fpecies. It is upon this ac-
count that a learned Jefuit, father Buffier,
has determined that the beauty of every
obje& confifts in that form and colour,
which is moft ufual among things of that
particular fort to which it belongs.  Thus,
in the human form, the beauty of each
feature lies in a'certain middle, equally re-
moved fromg. variety of other forms that

: are
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are ugly. A beautiful nofe, for example,
is one that is neither very long, nor very
fhort, neither very ftraight, nor very
crooked, but a fort of middle among all
thefe extremes, - and lefs different from any
one of them, than all of them are from
one another. Tt is the form which Nature
feems to have aimed at in them all, which,
however, fhe deviates from in a great
variety of ways, and very feldom hits ex-
adtly; but to which all thofe deviations
fill bear a very ftrong refemblance. When
a number of drawings are made after one
pattern, though they may all mifs it in
fome refpects, yet they will all refemble
it more than they refemble one another;
the general character of the pattern will run
through them all; the moft fingular and
odd will be thofe which are moft wide of
it; and though very few will copy it ex- -
aclly, yet the moft accurate delineations
will bear a greater refemblance to the moft
carelefs, than the carelefs ones will bear to
one another., In the fame manner, in
each fpecies of creatures, what is moft
beautiful bears the ftrongeft characters of

the
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the general fabric of the fpecies, and has
the ftrongeft refemblance to the greater
part of the individuals with which it is
claffed. Monfters, on the contrary, or
what is perfeQly deformed, are always
moft {ingular and odd, and have the leaft
refemblance to the generality of that {pecies
to which they belong. And thus the
beauty of each fpecies, though in one fenfe

the rareft of all things, becaufe few in-

dividuals hit this middle form exadtly, yet

in another, is the moft common, becaufe

all the deviaticns from it refemble it more
than they refemble one another. 'The moft
cuftomary form, therefore, is in each
fpecies of things, according to him, the
moft beautiful. And hence it is that a
certain pratice and experience in contem-
plating each fpecies of objeéls is requifite,
before we can judge of its beauty, or
know wherein the middle and moft ufual
form confifts, The niceft judgment con-
cerning the beauty of the human fpecies,
will not help us to judge of that of flowers,
or horfes, or any other fpecies of things.
It is for the fame reafon that in different

’ climates,
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climates, and where different cuftoms and

* ways of living take place, as the generality
of any fpecies receives a different con-
formation from thofe circumftances, fo
different ideas of its beauty prevail. The
beauty of a Moorifth is not exaétly the fame
with that of an Englith horfe. ~ 'What dif-
ferent ideas are formed in different nations
concerning the beauty of the human fhape
and countenance? - A fair complexion is a
fhocking deformity upon the coaft of
Guinea. Thick lips and a flat nofe are a
beauty. In fome nations long ears that
hang down upon the fhoulders are: the
objects of univerfal admiration. In China
if a lady’s foot is fo large as to be fit to walk
upon, fhe is regarded as a monfter of
uglinefs. Some of the favage nations in
North-America tie four boards round the
heads of their children, and thus fqueeze
them, while the bones are tender and
~ griftly, into a form that is almoft perfedtly
fquare. Europeans are aftonifhed at the
abfurd barbarity of this prattice, to which
fome miffionaries have imputed the fingular -
ftupidity of thofe nations among whom it
prevails,
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prevails. But when they condemn thofe
favages, they do not reflect that the ladies
in Europe had, till within thefe very few
years, been endeavouring, for near a cen-
tury paft, to fqueeze the beautiful round-
nefs of their natural fhape into a fquare
form of the fame kind. And that, not-
withftanding the many diftortions and dif=
eafes which this pratice was known to
occafion, cuftom had rendered it agreeable’
among fome of the moft civilized nations
which, perhaps, the world ever beheld.

Such is the fyftem of this learned and in-
genious Father, concerning the nature of
beauty; of which the whole charm, ac-
cording 1o him, would thus feem to arife
from its falling in with the habits which
cuftom had imprefled upon the imagination,
with regard to things of each particular
kind. I cannot, however, be induced to
believe that our fenfe even of external
beauty is founded altogether on cuftom.
The utility of any form, its fitnefs for the
ufeful purpofes for which it was intended,
cvidently recommends it, and renders it

agreeable
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agreeable to us, independent of cuftom.
Certain colours are more agreeable than
others, and give more delight to the eye
the firft time it ever beholds them. A -
fmooth furface is more agreeable than a
rough one. Variety is more pleafing than
a tedious undiverfified uniformity. Con-
-ne@ed variety, in which each new ap-
pearance feems to be introduced by what
went before it, and in which all the ad-
joining parts feem to have fome natural
relation to one another, is more agreeable
than a disjointed and diforderly aflemblage
of unconne&ted obje&s. But though 1
cannot admit that cuftom is the fole prinf
ciple of beauty, yet I can fo far allow the
truth of this ingenious fyftem as to grant,
that there is fcarce any one external form
fo beautiful as to pleafe, if quite contrary
to cuftom and unlike whatever we have
been ufed to in that particular fpecies of
things: .or fo deformed as not to be agree-
able, if cuftom - uniformly fupports it,
and habituates us to fee it in every fingle

. individual of the kind.

VOL. II. c:
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CHAP IL

Of the Influence of Cuftom and Fafbion upon

Moral Sentiments,

INCE our fentiments concerning

beavty of every kind, are fo much in-
fluenced by cuftom and fathion, it cannot
be expetted, that thofe, concerning the
beauty of condué, fhould be entirely ex-
empted from the dominion of thofe prin-
ciples. Their influence here, however,
feems to be much lefs than it is every
where elfe.  There is, perhaps, no form
of external obje&s, how abfurd and fan-
taftical foever, to which cuftom will not
reconcile us, or which fathion will not
render even agreeable. But the chara&ers
and condu@ of a Nero, or a Claudius,
are what no cuftom will ever reconcile us
to, what no fathion will ever render agree- -
‘able; but the one will always be the ob-
' 1 - je&k
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je@ of dread and hatred; the other of
fcorn and derifion. The principles of the
imagination, upon which our fenfe of
beauty depends, are of a very nice and
delicate nature, and may eafily be altered
by habit and education : but the fentiments
of moral approbation and difapprobation,
are founded on the ftrongeft and moft
- vigorous paffions of human nature; and
though they may be fomewhat warpt, can-
not be entirely perverteds

But though the influence of cuftom and
fathion upon moral fentiments, is not
altogether fo great, it is however perfeily
fimilar to what it is every where elfe.
When cuftom and fafhion coincide with
the natural principles of right and wrong,
they heighten the delicacy of our fenti-
ments, and increale ourabhorrence for
every thing which approaches to evil.
Thofe who have been educated in what is
really good company, not in what is com-
monly called fuch, who have been accuf-
tomed to fee nothing in the perfons whom
they efteemed and lived with, but juftice,

c2 : modefty,



20’ Of the INfLYENCE Pait V.

modefty, humanity, and good order; are
more fhocked with whatever feems to be
inconfiftent with the rules which thofe vir«
tues prefcribe.  Thofe, on the contrary,
who have had the misfortune to be brought
up amidft violence, licentioufnefs, falfe«
hood, and injuftice; lofe, though not all
fenfe of the impropriety of fuch condud,
. yet all fenfe of its dreadful enormity, or
of the vengeance and punifhment due to it,
They have been familiarized with it from
their infancy, cuftom has rendered it
habitual to them, and they are very apt to
regard it as, what is called, the way of the
world, Jomething which either may, or
muft be pradtifed, to hinder us from being
the dupes of our own integrity. |

Fathion too will fometxmeq give reputa-
tion to a certain degree of diforder, and,
on the contrary, dlfcountenance qualities
which dcferve efteem. In the reign of
Charles II. a degree of licentioufnefs was
deemed the charaderiftic of a liberal edu~
cation. It was connefted, according to
the notions of thofe times, with generofity,

3 fincerity,
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fincerity, magnanimity, loyalty, and proved
that the perfon who ated in this manner,
was a gentleman, and not a puritan,
Severity of manners, and regularity of
condu@, on the other hand, were
altogethet unfafhionable, and were con-

ne@ed, in the nnagmatlou of that age,

~with cant, cunning, hypocrify, and low
manners. To fuperficial minds, the vices
of the great feem at all times agreeable.
. They conne&@ ther, not only with the
fplendour of fortune, but with many fu-
perior virtues, which they afcribe to their
fuperiors; with the fpirit of freedom and
independency; with franknefs, generofity,
humanity, and politenefs. - The virtues of
the inferior ranks of people, on the con-
trary, their parfimonious frugality, their
painful induftry, and rigid adherence to
rules, feem to them mean and difagreeable,
They conne&t them, both with the mean-
nefs of the ftation to which thofe qualities
commonly belong, and with many great
vices, which, they fuppofe, ufually ac-
company them; fuch as an abje&, coward-
ly, ill-natured, lying, pilfering difpofition:

: €3 The
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The obje&ts with which men in the
different profeflions and ftates of life are
~ converfant, being very different, and ha-
bituating them to very different paffions,
naturally form in them very different
chara&ters and manners. We expe& in
each rank and profeflion, a degree of thofe
manners, which, experience has taught
us, belong to it.  But as in each fpecies of
things, we are particularly pleafed with
the middle conformation, which, in every -
part and feature, agrees moft exadtly with
the general ftandard which nature feems
to have eftablifhed for things of that kind ;
fo in each rank, or, if I may fay fo, in
each fpecies of men, we are particularly
‘pleafed, if they have neither too much,
“ nor too little of the charaéter which ufually
accompanies their particular condition. and
fituation, A man, we fay, fhould look
like his trade and profeflion; . yet the
pedantry of every profeflion is difagreeable.
The different periods of life have, for the
fame reafon, - different manners afligned to
them. We expec in old age, that gravity
and fedatenefs which its infirmities, - its

long
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long experience, and its worn-out
fenfibility feem to render both natural and
refpeCtable; and we lay our account to
find in youth that fenfibility, that gaiety
and fprightly vivacity which experience
teaches us to expe from the lively im-
preflions that all interefting objets are apt
to make upon the tender and unpra&ifed
fenfes of that early period of life. Each
of thofe two -ages, however, may eafily
have too much of thefe peculiarities which
belong to it. The flirting'levity of youth,
and the immovable infenfibility of old age,
are equally difagreeable. The young,
according to the common faying, are moft
agreeable when in their behaviour there
is fomething of the manners of the old,
and the old, when they retain fomethmg
of the gaiety of the young. FEither of
them,., however, may eafily have too
much of the manners of the other. The
extreme coldnefs, and dull formality,
which are pardoned in old age, -make
youth ridiculous. The levity, the care-
leflnefs, and the vanity, which are in-
C4. dulged
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dulged in youth, render old age con=
temptible. ‘

The peculiar chara@®er and manners
which we are led by cuftom to appro-
priate to each rank and profeflion, have
fometimes perhaps a propriety independent
"of cuftom; and are what we fhould ap=~
prove of - for their own fakes, if we took
into confideration all the- different cir=
cumflances which naturally affe& thofe
in each. different ftate of life. The pro~
- priety: of a perfon’s behaviour, depends
not upon. its fuitablenefs to any one cir-
" cumftance of his fituation, but to all the
circumftances, which, when we bring his
cafe home to ourfelves, we feel, fhould
~ naturally call upon his attention. If he
_appears to be fo much occupied by any
one of them, as entirely to negle& the
reft, we difapprove of his condu&, as
fomething which we cannot entirely go
along with, becaufe not properly adjufted
to all the circumftances of his fituation ;

. Yet, perhaps, the emotion he exprefles
| - -fox

-
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for the obje@ which principally interefts
him, does not exceed what we fhould
entirely fympathize with, and approve of, -
in one whofe attention was not required
by any other thing, A parent in private
life might, upon the lofs of an only fon,
exprefs without blame a degree of grief
and tendernefs, which would be unpar-
donable in a general at the head of an
army, when glory, and the public fafety,
demanded fo great a part of his attention,
As different obje@s ought, upon common
occafions, to occupy the attention of men
of different profeflions, fo different paf-
fions ought naturally to become habitual
to them; and when we bring home to
“ourfelves their fituation in this particular
refpe@, we muft be fenfible, that every
‘pccurrence fhould naturally affe@ them more
or lefs, according as the emotion which- it
excites, coincides or difagrees with the fixt
habit and temper of ‘their minds.  We
cannot expet the fame fenfibility to the
gay pleafures and amufements of life in a
clergyman, which we lay our account with

in
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in an officer. The man whofe peculiar
occupatior. it is to keep the world in mind
of that awful futurity which awaits them,
who is to announce what may be the fatal
confequences of every deviation from the
rules of duty, and who'is himfelf to fet the
example of the moft exa conformity,
feems to be the meflenger of tidings, which.
cannot, in propriety, be delivered either
with levity or indifference. His mind is
fuppofed to be continually occupied with
what is too grand and folemn, to leave any
room for the impreflions of thofe frivolous
objeés, which fill up the attention of the
diffipated and the gay. We readily feel
therefore, that, independent of cuftom,
there is a propriety in the manners which
cuftom has allotted to this profeffion; and
that nothing can be more fuitable -to the
-charalter of a clergyman, than that grave,
that auftere and abftracted feverity, which
we are habituated to expet in his be-
haviour. Thefe refletions are fo very
pbvious, that there is fcarce any man fo
inconfiderate, as not, at {ome time, .to
have
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have made them, and to have accounted to
himfelf in this manner for his approbation
of the ufual charater of this order.

The foundation of the cuftomary charac-
ter of fome other profeffions is not fo ob-
vious, and our approbation of it is found-
ed entirely in habit, without being either
confirmed, or enlivened by any reflections
of this kind. We are led by cuftom, "for
example, to annex the chara&er of gaiety,
' levity, and fprightly freédom, as well as
of fome degree of diffipation, to the mili-
tary profeflion. Yet, if we were to con=
fider what mood or tone of temper would
be moft fuitable to this {ituation, we fhould
be apt to determine, perhaps, that the
moft ferious and thoughtful turn of mind
would beft become thofe whofe lives are
continually expofed to uncommon danger, -
and who fhould therefore be more con-
ftantly occupied with the thoughts of death
and its confequences than other men. It is
this very circumftance, however, which is
not improbably the occafion why the con~
trary turn of mind prevails fo much among

‘ .men
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men of this profeflion. It requires fo
great an effort to conquer the fear of death,
-when we furvey it with fteadinefs and
attention, that thofe who are conftantly
expofed to it, find it eafier to turn away
their thoughts from it aliogether, to wrap
themfelves up in carelefs fecurity and indif-
ference, and to plunge themfelves, for
this purpefe, into every fort of amufement
and diflipation. - A camp is not the element
of a thoughtful or a melancholy man: per-
fons of that caft, indeed, are often abun-
dantly determined, and are capable, by a
great effort, of going on with inflexible
refolution to the moft unavoidable death,
But to be expofed to continual, though
lefs imminent danger, to be obliged to exert,
for a long time, a degree of this effort,
exhaufts and deprefles the mind, and ren-~
ders it incapable of all happinefs and en-
joyment. The gay and carelefs, who
have occafion to make no effort at all,
:who fairly refolve never to look before
them, but to lofe in continual pleafures.
and amufements all anxiety about their
{ituation, more eafily fupport fuch circum-

. ' ' ~ ftances,
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ftances. Whenever, by any peculiar cir=
cumftances, an officer has no reafon to lay
- his account with being expoled to any un-
common danger, he is very apt to lofe the
gaiety and diffipated thoughtleflnefs of his
character. 'The captain of a city guard is
commonly as fober, careful, and penurious
an animal as the reft of his fellow-citizens.
A long peace is, for the fame reafon, very
apt to diminith the difference between the
civil and the military character. The or-
dinary f{ituation, however, of men of this
profeflion, renders gaiety, and a degree
of diflipation, fo much their ufual charac-

ter; and cuftom has, in our imagination, -

fo ftrongly connetted this charadter with
this ftate of life, that we are very apt to
defpife any man, whofe peculiar humour
- or {ituatioh, renders him incapable of ac-
quiring it. We laugh at the grave and
careful faces of a-city guard, which fo lit-
tle refemble thofe of their profeflion. They
themfelves feem often to be afhamed of the
regularity of their own manners, and, not
. to, be out of the fathion of their trade, are

fond of affeQing that levity, which is by
. no

e wa .
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no means natural to them. Whatever is
the deportment which we have been ac+
~ cuftomed to fee in a refpeCtable order of
, men, it comes to be fo aflociated in our
imagination with that order, that when<
ever we fee the one, we lay our account
that we are to meet with the other, and
when difappointed, mifs fomething which
we expected to find. "We are embarrafled,
and put to a ftand, and know not how to
addrefs ourfelves to a charalter, which
plainly affe&ts to be of a different fpecies
from thofe with which we thould have been
dxfpofed to clafs it.

‘The different fituations of different ages
and countries are apt, in the fame man-
ner, to give different charatters to the
generality of thofe who live in them,
and their fentiments concerning the par-
ticular degree of each quality, that is either
blamable or praife-worthy, vary, accord-
ing to that degree which is ufual in their
own country, and in their own times.
That degree of politenefs, which woyld
be hlghly efteemed, perhaps, would be

thought
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thought effeminate adulation, in Ruflia,.
would be regarded as rudenefs and bar~
barifm at the court of France. That de-
gree of order and frugality, which, in a
Polith nobleman, would be confidered as
exceflive parfimony, would be regarded
as extravagance in a citizen of Amfterdam.
Every age and country look upon' that
degree of each. quality, which is common-
ly to be met with in thofe who are efteem-
ed among themfelves, as the golden mean
of that particular talent or virtue. And as
this varies, according as their different cir-
cumftances render different qualities more
or lefs habitual to them, their {entiments
‘concerning the exact propriety of character
and behaviour vary accordingly.

Among civilized nations, the virtues
which are founded upon humanity, are
more cultivated-than thofe which are found-
ed upon felf-denial and the command of
the paffions Among rude and barbarous
nations, it is quite. otherwife, the virtues
of felf-denial are more culiivated than
thofe of humanity. The general fecurity

and
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and happinefs which prevail in ages of
civility and politenefs, afford little exercife
to the contempt of danger; to patience in
enduring labour, hunger, and pain.
Poverty may eafily be avoided, and the
contempt of it therefore almoft ceafes to
be a virtue. The abftinence from pleafure
becomes lefs neceflary, and the mind is
more at liberty to unbend itfelf, and to in-
dulge its natural inclinations.in all thofe,
particular refpes. ‘ :

Among favages and barbarians it is quite
otherwife. Every favage undergoes a fort’
of Spartan difcipline, and by the neceflity
of his fituation is inured to every fort of
hardfhip. He 1is in continual danger: he
is often expofed to the greateft extremities
of hunger, and frequently dies of pure
want. His circumftances not only habitu-
ate him to every fort of diftrefs, but teach
him to give way to none of the paffions
which that diftrefs is apt to -excite. He
can expe& from his countrymen no fym-
pathy or indulgence fotr fuch -weaknefs.
Before we can feel much for others, we

‘muft
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muft in fome meafure be at eafe ourfelves.
If our own mifery pinches us very feverely,
we have no leifure to attend to that of our
neighbour: and all favages are too much
occupied with their own waats and necef-
fities, to give much attention to thofe of
another perfon. A favage, therefore, what-
ever be the nature of his diftrefs, expe@s
no fympathy from thofe about him, and
difdains, upon that account, to expofe
himfelf, by allowing the leaft weaknefs to
efcape him. His paffions, how furious
and violent foever, are never permitted to
difurb the ferenity of his countenance or
the compofure of his condu& and beha-
viour. The favages in North America,
we are told, aflume upon all occafions
the greateft indifference, and would think
themfelves degraded if they fhould ever
appear in any refpet to be overcome,
either by love, or grief, or refentment.
Their magnanimity and felf-command, in
this refpe@, are almoft beyond the con-
seption of Europeans. In a country in
which all men are upon a level, with re-
gard to rank and fortune, it might be ex-

VOL.II. D pected
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pected that the mutual inclinations of the
two parties thould be the only thing con-
fidered in marriages, and fhould be in-
dulged without any fort of control.
This, however, is the country in which all
marriages, without exception, are made
up by the parents, and in which a young
man would think himfelf difgraced for
ever, if he fhewed the leaft preference of
one woman above another, or did not ex-
prefs the moft complete indifference, both
about the time when, and the perfon to
whom, he was to be married. The weak-
nefs of love, which is fo much indulged®in
ages of humanity and politenefs, is re-
garded among favages as the moft unpar-
donable effeminacy. Even after the mar-
riage, ‘the two parties feem to be athamed
of a connexion which is founded upon fo
fordid a neceffity. They do not live to-
gether. * They fee one another by ftealth
only. They both continue to dwell in the
houfes of their refpe&tive fathers, and the
open cohabitation of the two fexes, which
is permitted without blame in all other
countries, is here confidered as the moft

' - indecent
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indecent and unmanly fenfuality. Nor is
- it only over this agreeable paflion that they
exert this abfolute felf~command. They
- often bear, in the fight of all their coun-
trymen, with injuries, reproach, and the
groffeft infults, with the appearance of the
greateft infenfibility, and without exprefl-
ing the fmalleft refentment. When a fa-
vage is made pnfoner of war, and receives,
as is ufual, the fentence of death from his
conquerors, he hears it without exprefling
any emotion, and afterwards fubmits to
the moft dreadful torments, without ever
bemoaning himfelf, or difcovering any
other paffion but contempt of his enemies.
While he is hung by the fhoulders over a
flow fire, he derides his tormentors, and
tells them with how much more ingenuity
. he himfelf had tormented fuch of their
countrymen as had fallen into his hands.
After he has been fcorched and burnt, and
lacerated in all the moft tender and fenfible
parts of his body for feveral hours together,
he is often allowed, in order to prolong his
mifery, a fhort refpite, and is taken down
from the ftake: he employs this interyal

.D2 ‘in



36 . Of the InvLUENCE  PartV.

in talking upon all indifferent fubje@s, in-
quires after the news of the country, and
feems indifferent about nothing but hisown
fituation. The fpeators exprefs the fame
infenfibility ; the fight of fo horrible an
obje& feems to make no impreflion upon
them ; they fcarce look at the prifoner,
except when they lend a hand to torment
him. At other times they fmoke tobacco,
and amufe themfelves with any common
objé&, as if no fuch matter was going on.
Every favage is faid to prepare himfelf
from his earlieft youth for this dreadful end.
He compofes, for this purpofe, what they
call the fong of death, a fong which he is
to fing when he has fallen into the hands of
his enemies, and is expiring under the tor-
tures which they infli& upon him, It con=~
fifts of infults upon his tormentors, and
exprefles the higheft contempt of death and
pain. He fings this fong upon all extra-
ordinary occafions, when he goes out to
war, when he meets his enemies in the
field, or whenever he has a mind to thow
that he has familiarifed his imagination to
the moft dreadful misfortunes, and that no

: human
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human event can daunt his refolution, or
alter his purpofe. The fame contempt of
death and torture prevails among all other
- favage nations. There is not a negro from
the coaft of Africa who ‘does not, in this
refpe&, poflefs a degree of magnanimity
which the foul of his fordid mafter is too
‘often fcarce capable of conceiving. For-
tune never exerted mare cruelly her em~
pire over mankind, than when fhe fubje&-
ed thofe nations of heroes to the refufe of
the jails of Europe, to wretches who pof-
fefs the virtues neither of the countries
which they come from, nor of thofe which
they go to, and whofe levity, brutality,
and bafenefs, fo juftly expofe them to the
contempt of the vanquithed.

This heroic and unconquerable firmnefs, -
which the cuftom and education of his coun-
try demand of every favage, is not required
of thofe who are brought up to live in
civilized focieties. If thefe laft complain
when they are in pain, if they grieve when
they are in diftrefs, if they allow themfelves
cither to be overcome by love, or to be

D3 difcom-
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B difcompofed by anger, they are eafily par- -
doned. Such weakhefles are not appre-
hended to affe& the effential parts of their
charalter. As long as they do not allow

* themfelves to be tranfported to do any thing
contrary to juftice or humanity, they lofe
but little reputation, though the ferenity
of their countenance, or the compofure of
‘their difcourfe and behaviour, fhould be
~ {fomewhat ruffled and difturbed. A hu-
mane and polithed pedple, who have more
fenfibility to the paffions of others, can
more readily enter into an animated and
paflionate behaviour, and can more eafily
pardon fome little excefs. The perfon
principally concerned is fenfible of this;
and being affured of the equity of his judges,
indulges himfelf in ftronger expreffions of

" paflion, and is lefs afraid of expofing him-
felf to their contempt by the violence of his
emotions. We can venture to exprefs
more emotion in the prefence of a friend
than in that of a ftranger, becaufe we ex-
pe&t more indulgence from the one .than
from the other. And in the fame manner
the rules of decorum among civilized na-
tions,
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tions, admit of a more animated behaviour,
than is approved of among barbarians.
The firft converfe together with the open-
nefs of friends; thefecond with the referve
of ftrangers. The emotion and vivacity
with which the French and the Italians,
the two moft polithed nations upon the
continent, exprefs themfelves on occafions
that are at all interefting, furprife at firft
thofe ftrangers who happen to be travelling
among them, and who, having been edu-
cated among a people of duller fenfibility,
cannot enter into this paflionate behaviour,
of which they have never feen any example
- in_ their own country. A young French
nobleman will weep in the prefence of the
whole court upon being refufed a regiment.
An Italian, fays the abbot Du Bos, ex-
preffes more emotion on being condemned
in a fine of twenty.fhillings, than an
Englithman on receiving the fentence of
death. Cicero, in the times of the higheft
Roman politenefs, could, without degrad-
ing himfelf, weep with all the bitternefs of
forrow in the fight of the whole fenate and
the whole people; asitis evident he muft
. ' D 4 have
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have done in the end of almoft every ora-
tion. ‘The orators of the earlier and ruder
ages of Rome could not probably, confift-
- ént with the manners of the times, have
exprefled themfelves with fo much emotion.
It would have been regarded, I fuppofe, as
a violation of nature and propriety in the
Scipios, in the Leliufes, and in the elder
Cato, to have expofed fo much tendernefs
to the view of the public. Thofe ancient
warriors could exprefs themfelves with
otder, gravity, and good judgment; but
are faid to have been ftrangers to that fub-
lime and paffionate eloquence which was
firft introduced into Rome, net many years -
before the birth of Cicero, by the two
Gracchi, by Craflus, and by Sulpitius.
This animated eloquence, which has been
long pradifed, with or without fuccefs,
both in France and Italy, is but juft begin-
ning to be introduced into England. So
wide is the difference between the degrees
of felf~command which - are required in
civilized and in barbarous nations, and by
fuch different ftandards do they judge of

the propriety of behaviour.
o This
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. 'This difference gives occafion to many
others that are not lefs eflential. A polith-
ed people being accuftomed to give way,
in fome meafure, to the movements of na-
ture, become frank, open, and fincere,
Barbarians, on the contrary, being obliged
to {mother and conceal the appearance of
every paffion, neceffarily acquire the habits
of falfehood and diffimulation. It is ob-
ferved by all thofe who have been conver-
fant with favage nations, whether in Afia,
Africa, or America, that they are all
equally impenetrable, and that, when they
have a mind to conceal the truth, no ex-
amination is capable of drawing ‘it from
them. They cannot be trepanned by the
moft artful queftions. The torture itfelf
is incapable of making them confefs any
thing which they have no mind to tell.
The paflions of a favage too, though they
never exprefs themfelves by any outward
emotion, but lie concealed in the breaft of

the fufferer, are, notwithftanding, all mount-
ed to the higheft pitch of fury. Though
he feldom fhows any {ymptoms of anger,
yet his vengeance, when he comes to give

R way
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way to it, is always fanguinary and dreadful.
The leaft affront drives him to defpair.
His countenance and difcourfe indeed are
ftill fober and compofed, and exprefs no-
“thing but the moft perfe&t tranquillity of -
mind: but his a&icns are often the moft
furious and violent.” Among the North-
Americans it is not uncommon for perfons
of the tendereft age and more fearful fex
to drown themfelves upon receiving only
a flight reprimand from their mothers,
and this too without exprefling any paffion,
or faying any thing, except, you fhall no
longer have a daughter. In civilized nations
the paffions of men are not commonly fo
furious or fo defperate. They are often
clamorous and noify, but are feldom very
hurtful; and feem frequently to aim at no
other fatisfattion, but that of convincing
the fpectator, that they are in the right to
be fo much moved, and of procuring h:s
fympathy and approbanon :

All thefe effets of cuftom and fathion,
hawever, upon the moral fentiments of
‘mankind, are inconfiderable, in comparifon

¢ of
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of thofe which they give occafion to in
fome other cafes; and it is not concerning
the general ftyle of chara&ter and behaviour,
that thofe principles produce the greateft
perverfion of judgment, but concerning
the propriety or impropriety of particular
ufages. , '

The different manners which cuftom
teaches us to approve of in the different
profeflions and ftates of life, do not concern
things of the greateft importance. We
expe& truth and juftice from an old man as
well as from a young, from a clergyman
as well as from an officer; anditis in mat-
ters of {fmall moment only that we look for
the diftinguithing marks of their refpetive
charatters. With regard to thefe too,
_ there is often fome unobferved circumftance
which, if it was attended to, would fhow
us, that, independent of cuftom, there
was a propriety in the chara&er which cuf-
tom had taught us to allot to each profef-
fion. We cannot complain, therefore, in
this cafe, that the perverfion of natural

fentiment
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fentiment is very great. 'Though the man-
ners of different nations require different
degrees of the fame quality, in the charaer
which they think worthy of efteem, yet
the worft that can be faid to happen even
here, is that the duties of one virtue are
fometimes extended fo as to encroach a
little upon the precin&ts of fome other.
The ruftic hofpitality that is in fathion
among the Poles encroaches,” perhaps,.a
little upon ceconomy and good order; and
the frugality that is efteemed in Hol--
~ land, upon generofity and good-fellow-
~ dhip. 'The hardinefs demanded of favages
diminifhes their humanity ; and, perhaps,
the delicate {fenfibility required in civilized
nations fometimes deftroys the mafculine
" firmnefs of the chara&ter. 1In general, the
ftyle of manners which takes place in any
nation, may commonly upon the whole
be faid to be that which is moft fuitable to
its fituation. Hardinefs is the charaer
moft fuitable to the cifcumftances of a
favage; fenfibility to thofe of one who
lives in a very civilized fociety. Even here,

therefore,
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therefore, we cannot complain that the
moral fentiments of men are very gtofsly
perverted.

It is not therefore in the general ftyle of
conduét or behaviour that cuftom authorifes
the wideft departure from what is the na-
tural propriety of a&tion. With regard to
particular ufages, its influence is often much
more deftru@ive of good morals, and it is
capable of eftablithing, as lawful and blame-
lefs, particular ations, which fhock the
plaineft principles of right and wrong. -

Can there be greater barbarity, for ex-
ample, than to hurt an infant? Its helplefl-
nefs, its innocence, its amiablenefs, call

forth the compaffion, even of an enemy,
~ and not to fpare that- tender age is regarded
as the moft furious effort of an enraged
and cruel conqueror. What then . {hould
we imagine muft be the heart of a parent
who could injure that weaknefs which
even a furious enemy is afraid to violate?
Yet the expofition, that is, the murder of
new-born infants, was a pra@ijce allowed

of
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of in almoft all the ftates of Greece, even
among the polite and civilized Athenians;
and whenever the circumftances -of the
parent rendered it inconvenient to bring
up the child, to abandon it to hunger, or
. to wild beafts, was regarded without blame
~or cenfure. This pra&ice had probably
begun in times of the moft favage barbarity.
The imaginations of men had been firft
made familiar with it in that earlieft period
of fociety, and the uniform continuance of
- the cuftom had hindered them afterwards
from perceiving its enormity. We find,
at this day, that this practice prevails
among all favage nations; and in that
rudeft and loweft ftate of fociety it is un-
doubtedly more pardonable than in any
other. The extreme indigence of a favage
is often fuch that he himfelf is frequently
expofed to the greateft extremity of hunger,
he often dies of pure want, and it is fre-
quently impoffible for him to fupport both
himf{elf and his child. 'We cannot wonder,
therefore, that in this cafe he fhould aban-
don it. ©One who, in flying from an enemy,
whom it was impoflible to refift, {fhould

throw
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throw down his infant, becaufe it retarded
his flight, would furely be excufable;
fince, by attempting to fave it, he could
only hope for the confolation of dying with
it. That in this ftate of fociety, therefore,
a parent fhould be allowed to judge
whether he can bring up his child, ought
not to furprife us fo greatly. In the latter
ages of Greece, however, the fame thing
was perxmtted from views of remote intereft
or conveniency, which could by no means
excufe it. Uninterrupted cuftom had by
this time fo thoroughly authorifed the
practice, that not only the loofe maxims of
the world tolerated this barbarous preroga-
tive, but even the do&rine of philofophers,
which ought to have been more juft and
. accurate, was led away by the eftablifhed
cuftom, and upon this, as upon many
" other occafions, inftead of cenfuring, fup-
ported the horrible abufe, by far-fetched
confiderations of public utility. Ariftotle
~ talks of it as of what the magiftrate ought
upon many occafions to encourage. ‘The
humane Plato is of the fame opinion, and,
with all that love of mankind which feems

to
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. to animate all his writings, no where marks
this pratice with difapprobation. When
cuftom can give fanétion to fo dreadful
a violation of humanity, we may well
imagine that there is fcarce any particular
prattice fo grofs which it cannot authorife.
Such a thing, we hear men every day fay-
ing, is commonly done, and they feem to
think this a fufficient apology for what, in
itfelf, is the moft unjuft and unreafonable
condu&. '

There is an cbvious reafon why cuftom
fhould never pervert our fentiments with
regard to the general ftyle and charadter of
eonduc and behaviour, in the fame degree
~ as with regard to the propriety or unlaw-
fulnefs of particular ufages. There never
can be any fuch cuftom. No fociety could
fubfift a moment, in which the ufual ftrain
of men’s conduct and behaviour was of a
piece with the horrible pra@ice I have juft
now mentioned.

THE
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. Confifting of Three Seions,

INTRODUCTION.

HEN we confider the charadlet of

any individual, we naturally view it

under two different afpeds; firft, as it may

affe& his own happinefs; and fecondly, as
it may affe& that of other people.
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S E c To ‘Io "

Of the Charaller of the Individual, fo far as
it affects bis own Happinefs ; or of Prudence.

THB prelervation and healthful ftate of
the body feem to be the obje@s which
Nature firft recommends to the care of every
individual.  The appetites of hunger and
thirft, the agreeable or difagreeable fen-
fations of pleafure and pain, cf heat and
cold, &c. may be confidered as leflons de-
livered by the voice of Nature herfelf; di-
re&ting him what he ought to chufe, and
what he ought to avoid, for this purpofe.
The firft leflons which he is taught by thofe
to whom his childhood is entrufted, tend,
the greater part of them, to the fame pur-
pofe. Their principal obje& is to teach
him how to keep out of harm’s way.

As he grows up, he foon learns that
fome care and forefight are' neceflary for
providing the means of gratifying thofe

natural
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natural ap‘petites, of procuring pleafure
-and avoiding pain, of procuring the agree~
able and avoiding the dlfagrecable temper-
ature of heat and cold. "In the propet-
diretion of this care and forefight cofififts
the art of preferving and increafing what is
called his external fortune:

Though it is in order to fupply the ne=
ceflities and conveniences of the body, that
. the advantages of external fortune are
originally recommended to us, yet we can=
not live long in the world without perceiv<
ing that the refpet of our equals, our
credit and rank in the fociety we live in,
depend -very much upon the degree in
which we poflefs, . or are fuppofed to poflefs,
thofe advantages. The defire of becoming
the ptoper obje&s of this refpe; of deferv-
" ing and obtaining this credit and rank
among our equals, is, perhaps, the ftrong-
eft of all our defires, and our anxiety td
obtain the advantages of fertune is accord-
ingly much more excited and irritated by
this deﬁre, than by that of fupplying all

k3 } the
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the neceflities and conveniences of the body,
which are always very eafily fupplied.

Our rank and credit among our equals,
too, depend very much upon, what, per-
haps, a virtuous man would wifh them. to
depend entirely, our chara&er and condu&,
or upon the confidence, efteem, and good-
will, which thefe naturally excite in the
people we live with.

The care of the health, of the fortune,
of the rank and reputation of the in-
dividual, the obje&s upon which his com-
fort and happinefs in this'life are fuppofed
principally to depend, is confidered as the
proper bufinefs of that virtue which is
commonly called Prudence.

We fuffer more, it has already been ob-
ferved, when we fall from a better to a
worfe fituation, than we ever enjoy when
 werife from a worfe to a better.  Security,

therefore, is the firft and the principal ob-
je& of prudence. It is averfe to expofe

our
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our health, our fortune, our rank, or repu-
tation, to any fort of hazard. It is rather
cautious than enterprifing, and more
anxious to preferve the advantages which
we already poflefs, than forward to prompt
us to the acquifition of ftill greater advan-=
tages. The methods of improving our
fortune, which it principally recommends
to us, are thofe which expofe to no lofs or
hazard ; real knowledge and fkill in our
trade or profeffion, affiduity and induftry
in the exercife of it, frugality, and even
fome degree of parfimany, in all our ex.
pences, ‘

The prudent man always ftudies feriouf-
ly and earneftly to underftand whatever he
profefles to underftand, and not merely to
perfuade other people that he underftands
it; and though his talents may not always
be very brilliant, they are always perfe@ly
genuine, - He neither endeavours to im-
pofe upon you by the cunning devices of
an artful impoftor, nor by the arrogant
airs of an affuming pedant, nor by the
confident affertions of a fuperficial and im-

E 3 ~ pudent
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pudent pretender. He is not oftentatious
even of the abilities which he really pof-
fefles, His converfation is fimple and
modeft, and he is averfe to all the quackifh
arts by which other people fo frequently
thruft themfelves into public notice and re-
putation. For reputation in his profeflion
he is naturally difpofed to rely a good deal
upon the folidity of his knowledge and
abilities; and he does not always think of
cultivating the favour of thofe little clubs
and cabals, who, in the fuperior arts and
{ciences, fo often ere& themfelves into the
fupreme judges of merit; and who make
it their bufinefs to celebrate the talents and
virtues of one another, and to decry what-
ever can come into competition with them,
If he ever connects himfelf with any fociety
of this kind, it is merely in felf-defence,
not with a view to impofe upon the pub=
lic, but to hinder the public from being
impofed upon, to his difadvantage, by the
clamours, the whifpers, or the intrigues,
either of that particular fociety, or of fome
other of the fame kind, '
' The
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The prudent man is always fincere, and
feels horror at the very thought of cxpoﬁng
‘himfelf to the difgrace which attends upon
the deteCtion of falfehood. But though
always fincere, he is not always frank and
open; and though he never tells any thing
but the truth, he does not always think him.
{elf bound, when not properly called upon,
1o tell the whole truth. As he is cautious
in his a&ions, fo he is referved in hjs
fpeech; and never rafhly or unncceﬁ'arily
obtrudes his opinion concermng cither
things or perfons, .

The prudent man, though not always
diftinguithed by the moft exquifite fen-
fibility, is always very capable of friend-
fhip. But his friendfhip is not that ardent
and paffionate, but too often tranfitory
affeion, which appears fo dehmous to the
generofity of youth and inexperience. It
is a fedate, but fteady and faithful attach-
ment to a few well-tried and well-chofen

- companions; in the choice of whom he is
not guided by the giddy admiration of

{hining a,cco,mphfhments, but by the fober
E 4 ~ efteem
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efteem of modefty, difcretion, and good
condu&t. But though capable of friend-
thip, he is not always much difpofed to ge-
neral fociality. He rarely frequents, and
more rarely figuresin thofe convivial focie-
ties which are diftinguithed for the jollity
and gaiety of their converfation. Their
way of life might too. often interfere with
the regularity of his temperance, might in-~
terrupt -the fteadinefs of his indufiry, or
break in upon the ftri@nefs of hisfrugality.

But though his converfation may not al-
ways be very fprightly or diverting, it is
always perfectly inoffenfive. He hates the
thought of being guilty of any petulance or
rudenefs. He never aflumes impertinently
over any body, and, upon all common oc-
cafions, is willing to place himfelf rather be-
low than above his equals. Both in his
condu& and converfation, he is an exact
obferver of decency, and refpeéts with an
almoft religious fcrupulofity, all the efta-
blifhed decorums and ceremonials of fociety.
And, in this refpe&, he fets a much better
gxample than has frequently been done by

men
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men of much more fplendid talents and
virtues ; who, in all ages, from that of So-
crates and Ariftippus, down to that of Dr.
Swift and Voltaire, and from that of Phi-
lip and Alexander the Great, down to that
of the great Czar Peter of Mofcovy, have
‘too often diftinguithed themfelves by the
moft improper and even infolent contempt
of all the ordinary decorums of life and
converfation, and who have thereBy fet the
moft pernicious example to thofe who with
to refemble them, and who too often con-
tent themfelves with imitating their follies,
without even attempting to attain their per-
feCtions. '

In the fteadinefs of his induftry and fru-
gality, in his fteadily facrificing the eafe
and enjoyment of the prefent moment for
the probable expettation of the flill greater
eafe’ and enjoyment of a more diftant but
more lafting period of time, the prudent
-man is always both fupportedand rewarded -
by the entire approbation of the impartial
fpeQtator, and of the reprefentative of the
jmpartial fpeQator, the man within the
- - breaft,
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breaft. ‘The impartial fpeGator daes not
feel himfelf worn out by the prefent la-
bour of thofe whofe condu&t he furveys ;
nor does he feel himfelf folicited by the
importunate calls of their prefent appetites.
To him their prefent, and what is likely to
be their future fituation, are very nearly the
fame: he fees them nearly at the fame dif-
tance, and is affeted by them very nearly
in the fame manner. He knows, however,
that to the perfons principally concerned,
they are very far from being the fame, and
that they naturally affe them in a very
different manner. He cannat therefore
but approve, and even applaud, that proper
exertion of felf~command, which enables
them to act as if their prefent and their fu-
ture fituation affected them nearly in the
fame manner in which they affe&t him,

- 'The man who lives within his income, is
naturallycontented with his fituation, which,
by continual, though fmallaccumulations, is
growing betterand better every day. He s
enabled gradually to relax, both in the rigour
of his parfimony and in the feverity of his

appli-
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“application ; and he feels with double fatif~
fa&ion this gradual increafe of eafe and en~
joyment, from having felt before the hard~
thip which attended the want of them. He
has no anxiety to change fo comfortable a
fituation, and does not go in queft of new
enterprifes and adventures, which might
endanger, but could not well increale, the
fecure tranquillity which he a&ually enjoys.
If he enters into any new proje&s or en-
terprifes, they are likely to be well con~
certed and well prepared. He can never
be hurried or drove into them by any ne-
ceflity, but has always time and leifure to
deliberate {oberly and coolly concerning
what are likely to be their confequences,

The prudent man is not willing to fub-
je& himfelf to any refponfibility which his
duty does not impofe upon him. He is
not 2 buftler in bufinefs where he has na
concern ; is not a meddler in other people’s
affairs ; is not a profeflfed counfellor or ad-
vifer, who obtrudes his advice where no=
. body is a{king it.. He confines himfelf,
as much as his duty will permit, to his own
affairs, and has no tafte for that foolith im~

, ‘ portance
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portance which many people with to de-
rive from appearing to have fome influence
in the management of thofe of other people.
He is averfe to enter into any party dif-
putes, hates fation, and is not always very
forward to liften to the voice even of noble
and great ambition. When diftinétly called
upon, he will not decline the fervice of his
country, but he will not cabal in order to
force himfelf into it, and would he much
better pleafed that the public bufinefs were -
well managed by fome other perfon, than
that he himfelf thould have the trouble, and
incur the refponfibility, of managingit. In
the bottom of his heart he would prefer the
undifturbed enjoyment of fecure tranquil-
lity, not only to all the vain {plendour of fuc-
cefsful ambition, but to the real and folid
glory of performing the greateﬁ and moft
magnanimous actions,

Prudence, in fhort, when direted merely
to the care of the health, of the fortune, and
of the rank and reputation of the individual,
though itis regarded as a moft refpe@able,

and even, in fome degree, as an amiable and
agrecable
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agreeable quality, yet it never is confidered
as one, either of the moft endearing, or of
the moft ennobling of the virtues. It com-
mands a certain cold efteem, but feems not
entitled to any very ardent love or admi-
ration. |

Wife and judicious condu&, when di-
re&ed to greater and nobler purpofes than
the care of the health, the fortune, the rank
- and reputation of the individual, is-fre-
quently and very properly called prudence.
We talk of the prudence of the great gene-
ral, of the great ftatelman, of the great le-
giflator. Prudence is, in all thefe cales,
combined with many greater and more
fplendid virtues, with valour, with exten-
five and firong benevolence, with a facred
regard to the rules of juftice, and all thefe
fupported by a proper degree of felf-com-
mand. This fuperior prudence, when car-
ried to the higheft degree of perfection,
neceflarily fuppofes the art, the talent,and
the habit or difpofition of alting with the
moft perfe& propriety in every poffible cir-
cumftance and fituation. It neceffarily fup-~

pofes



62 Of the Cruaracter  Part V1.

pofes the utmoft perfe&ion of all the intel-
leGual and of all the moral virtues. It is the
beft head joined to the beft heart. It is the
moft perfet wifdom combined with the
moft perfet virtue. It conflitutes very
nearly the charaer of the Academical or
Peripatetic fage, as the inferior prudence
does that of the Epicurean.

Mere imprudence, or the mere want of the:
capacity to take care of one's-felf| is, with the
generous and humane, the obje&t of com-
paflion ; with thofe of lefs delicate fenti- -
ments, of negle@, or, at worft, of con-
tempt, but never of hatred or indignation,
‘When combined with other vices, how=
ever, it aggravates in the higheft degree
the infamy and difgrace which would
otherwife attend them. The artful knave,
whofe dexterity and addrefs exempt him,
though not from ftrong fufpicions, yet from
punithment or diftin& deteion, is too
often received in the world with an indul-
gence which he by no means deferves. The
awkward and foolith one, who, for want
of this dexterity and addrefs, is convicted

- and
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and brought to punithment, is the obje&
of univerfal hatred, contempt, and deri-
fion. In countries where great crimes fre-
quently pafs unpunithed, the moft atro-
cious aGtions become almoft familiar, and
ceafe to imprefs the people with that horror
which is univerfally felt in countries where
an exa® ddminiftration of juftice takes
place. The injuftice is the fame in both
countries ; but the imprudence is often
very different. In the latter, great crimes
are evidently great follies. In the former,
they are not always confidered as fuch. In
ltaly, during the greater part of the fix-
teenth century, aflaflinations, murders, and
even murders under truft, feem to hawe
been almoft familiar among the fuperior
ranks of people. Czfar Borgia invited
four of the little princes in his neighbour-
hood, who all poflefled little fovereignties,
and commanded little armies of their own,
to a friendly conference at Senigaglia,
.where, as foon as they arrived, he put
them all to death. This infamous a&ion, .
though certainly not approved of even in
that age of crimes, feems to have contri-

| byted

9
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buted very little to the difcredit, and not
in the leaft -to the ruin of the perpetrator.
That ruin happened a few years after
from ‘caufes altogether difconnected with
this crime. Machiavel, not indeed a man
of the niceft morality even for his own
times, was refident, as minifter from the
republic of Florence, at the court of Cafar
Borgia when this crime was committed.
He gives a very particular account of it,
and in that pure, elegant, and fimple lan-
guage which diftinguifhes all his writings.
He talks of it very coolly ; is pleafed with
the addrefs with which Cafar Borgia con-
du&ed it; has much contempt for the
dupery and weaknefs of the fufferers; but
no compaffion for their miferable and un-
timely death, and no fort of indignation
at the cruelty and falfehood of their mur~
derer. 'The violence and injuftice of great
conquerors are often regarded with -foolith
wonder and admiraticn ; thofe of petty
thieves, robbers, and murderers, with con-
tempt, hatred, and even horror upon all
occafions. The former, though they are
2 hundred times more mifchievous and

deftrtic-
.




Sett. 1. of VIRTUE. - (1

deftru@ive, yet when fuccefsful, they of-
ten pafs for deeds of the moft heroic mag-
nanimity. The latter are always viewed
with hatred and averfion, as the follies,
as well as the crimes, of the loweft and
moft worthlefs of mankind. The injuf
tice of the former is certainly, at leaft, as
great as that of the latter; but the folly
and imprudence are not near fo great. A
wicked and worthlefs man of parts often
goes through the world with much more
credit than he deferves. A wicked and
worthlefs fool appears always, of all mor-
tals, the moft hateful, as well as the moft
contemptible. As prudence combined with
other virtues, conftitutes the nobleft; fo
imprudence combined with other vices,
conftitutes the vileft of all characters.

VOL. II. F
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SECTION IL

Of the Chara@er of the Ind‘ividual, fo far
as it can affet the Happinefs of other
People. '

INTRODUCTION.

FHE charaGter of every individual, fo
T far as it can affe@ the happinefs of
other people, muft do fo by its difpofition
either to hurt or to benefit them.

Proper refentment for injuftice attempt-
ed, or aGtually committed, is the only mo-
tive which, in the eyes of the impartial
fpe&tator, can juftify eur hurting or dif-
turbing in any refpe the happinefs of
our ncighbour. To do fo from any other
motive is itfelf a violation of the laws of
juftice, which force ought to be employed
cither to reftrain or to punith. The wif-

| dom
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dom of every ftate or commonwealth en-
deavours, as well as it can, to employ the
force of the fociety to reftrain thofe who
are fubje& to its authority, from hurting or
difturbing the happinefs of one another.
The rules which it eftablithes for this pur~
pofe, contftitute the civil and c¢riminal law
of each particular ftate or country. The
principles upon which thofe rules either are,
or ought to be founded, are the fubje& of
a particular {cience, of all fciences by
far the moft important, but hitherto, per-
* haps, the leaft cultivated, that of natural
jurifprudence; concerning which it be=
}ongs not to our prefent” fubje& to enter
into any detail. - A facred and religious re-
gard not to hurt or difturb in any refpect
the happmefs of our neighbour, even in
thofe cafes where no law can properly pro-
te&t him, conflitutes the charader of the
perfectly innocent and juft man; a cha-
ra&er which, when carried to a certain de-
licacy of attention, is always highly re-
fpeGable and even venerable for its own
fake, and can fcarce ever fail to be accom-
“panied with many other virtues, with great

F2 fecling
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feeling for other people, with great huma-
nity and great benevolence. Itisacharadter
{ufficiently underftood, and requires no fur-
ther explanation. In the prefent feGtion
I fhall only endeaveur to explain the found=-
ation of that order which nature feems to
have traced out for the diftribution of our
good offices, or for the direction and em-
ployment of our very limited powers of be-
neficence: firft, towards individuals ; and
fecondly, towards focieties.

. The fame unerring wifdom, it will be
found, which regulates every other part of
her condu&, direcs, in this refpe@ too, the
order of her recommendations ; which are
always ftronger or weaker in proportion as
our beneficence is .more or lefs neceflary,
or can be more or lefs ufeful. -
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CHAP L

Of the Order in which Individuals are re-
commended by Nature to our care a,ﬂa'
attention.

VERY man, as the Stoics ufed to fay, is.
firt and principally recommended to
his own care; and every man is certamly,
in every refpe, fitter and abler to take
care of himfelf than of any other perfon.
Every man feels his own pleafures and his
own pains more fenfibly than thofe of other
people. The former are the original fenfa="
tions; the latter the refletted or fympa-:
thetic images of thofe fenfations. The for--
‘mer may be faid to be the fubﬁance, the
latter the thadow.

After himfelf, the members of his own
family, thofe who ufually live in the fame
houfe with him, his parents, his children,
his brothers and fifters, are naturally the

F3 . objeCts
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objects of his warmeft affe@ions. They
are naturally and ufually the perfons upon
whofe happinefs or mifery his condué& muft
have the greateft influence. He is more
habituated to {ympathize with them. He
knows better how every thing is likely to
affe® them, and his {ympathy with them
is more precife and determinate, than it can
be with the greater part of other people. It
approaches nearer, in fhort, to what he feels
for himfelf,

This fympathy too, and the affeGions
which are founded on it, are by nature
more ftrongly directed towards his children
than towards his parents, and his tender-
nefs for the former feems generally a more
active principle,than his reverence and gra-
titude towards the latter. In the natural
ftate of things, it has already been obferved,
the exiftence of the child, for fome time
after it comes into the world, depends al-
together upon the care of the parent ; that
of the parent does not naturally depend
upon tae care of the child. Inthe eye of
nature, it would feem, a child is a more

important
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important obje&t than an old man; and

excites a much more lively, as well as a

much more univerfal fympathy. It ought
to do fo. Every thing may be expe&ted,

or at leaft hoped, from the child. In or-.
- dinary cafes, very little can be either ex-
pe&ted or hoped from the old man. The
weaknefs of childhood intereftsthe affetions
of themoft brutaland hard-hearted. It isonly
to thevirtuous and humane, thattheinfirmi-
ties of old age are notthe objelts of contempt
and averfion. In ordinary cafes, an old
man dies without being much regretted by
any body. Scarce a child can die without
rending afunder the heart of fomebody.

The earlieft friendfhips, the friendfhips
which are naturally contra&ted when the
heart is moft fufceptible of that feeling, are
thofe among brothers and fifters. Their
good agreement, while they remain in the
fame family, is neceflary forits tranquillity
and happinefs. They are capable of giving
more pleafure or pain to one another than
~ to the greater part of other people. Their
fituation renders their mutual fympathy of

F 4 - the
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the utmoft importance to their common
happinefs ; and, by the wifdom of nature,
the fame fituation, by obliging them to ac-
commodate to one another, renders that
fympathy more habitual, and thereby more
lively, more diftin&, and more determi-
nate.

The children of brothers and fifters are
naturally conne&ted by the friendfhip which,
after feparating into different families, con-
tinues to take place between their parents.
Their good agreement improves the enjoy=
ment of that friendfhip; their difcord would
difturb it.  As theyfeldom live in the fame
family, however, though of more import-
ance to one another, than to the greater
part of other people, they are of much lefs
than brothers and fifters.  As their mutual
fympathy is lefs neceflary, fo it is lefs ha=-
bitual, and therefore proportionably weaker.

The children of coufins, being ftill lefs
conneted, are of ftill lefs importance to one
another; and the affection gradually di-

minifhes
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minithes as the relation grows more and
more remote.

What is called affe@tion,.is in reality no-
thing but habitual fympathy. Our con-
cern in the happinefs or mifery of thofe
who are the objes of what we call our
affeGtions; our defire to promote the one,
and to prevent the other; are either the
aQual feeling of that habitual fympathy,
or the neceflary confequences of that feel-
ing. Relations being ufually placed in {1~
tuations which naturally create this bhabi-
tual fympathy, it is expected that a fuitable
degree of affetion fhould take place among
them. We generally find that it actually
does take place ; we therefore naturally ex-
pet that it thould ; and we are, upon that
account, more fhocked when, upon any
occafion, we find that it does not. The
general rule is eftablithed, that perfons re-
lated to one another in a certain degree,

~ought always to be affe€ted towards one
another in a certain manner, and that there

is always the higheft implopriety, and

{omctxmes even a fort of impiety, in their

19 being
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- being affeGted in a different manmer. A
parent without parental tendernefs, a child
devoid of all filial reverence, appear mon-
fters, the objeéls, not of hatred only, but of
horror. C

Though in a particular inftance, the cir-
cumftances which ufually produce thofe na-
tural affeCtions, as they are called, may, by
fome accident, not have taken place, yet
refpe& for the general rule will frequently,
in fome meafure, fupply their place, and
produce fomething which, though not al-
together the fame, may bear, however, a
very confiderable refemblance to thofe affec-
tions, A father is apt to be lefs attached
to a child, who, by fome accident, has been
feparated from him in its infancy, and who
does not return to him till it is grown up
tomanhood. The father is apt to feel lefs
paternal tendernefs for the child; the child,
lefs filial reverence for the father. Bro-
thers and fifters, when they have been edu-
cated in diftant countries, are apt to feel a
fimilar diminution of affe@ion. With the
dutiful and the virtuous, however, refpect

for
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for the general rule will frequently produce
fomething which, though by no means the
fame, yet may very much refemble thofe
natural affections. Even during the fepa-
ration, the father and the child, the bro=-
thers or the fifters, are by no means indif-
ferent to one another. They all confider
one another as perfons to and from whom
certain affections are due, and they live in
the hopes of being fome time or another.
In a fituation to enjoy that friendfhip which
ought naturally to have taken place among
perfons fonearly connected. Till they meet,
the abfent fon, the abfent brother, are fre-
quently the favourite fon, the favourite
brother. They have never offended, or,
if they have, it is {fo long ago, that the of-.
fence is forgotten, as fome childith trick
not worth' the remembering. Every account
they have heard of one another, if conveyed
by people of any tolerable good nature, has
been, in the higheft degree, flattering and
favourable. The abfent fon, the abfent bro-
ther, is not like other ordinary fons and
brothers ; but an all-perfe fon, an all-per-
fe& brother ; and the moft romantic hopes

are
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are entertained of the happinefs to be en-
joyed in the friendfhip and converfation of
fuch perfons, When they meet, it is often
~with fo ftrong a difpofition to conceive that
~ habitual fympathy which conftitutes the
family affection, thLat they are very apt to
fancy they have atually conceived it, and
to behave to one another as if they had,
Time and experience, however,I am afraid,
too frequently undeceive them. Upon a
more familiar acquaintance, they frequently
difcover in one another habits, humours,
and inclinations, different from what they
expe&ted, to which, from want of habitual
fympathy, from want of the real principle
and foundation of what is properly called
family-affeion, they cannot now eafily ac-
commodate themfelves. They have never,
lived in the fituation which almoft necef-
farily forces that eafy accommodation, and
though they may now be fincerely defirous
to aflume it, they have really become inca-
pable of doing fo. Their familiar conver-
fation and intercourfe foon become lefs
pleafling to them, and, upon that account,
lefs frequent. They may continue to live
- with
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with one another in the mutual exchange
of all effential good offices, and with every
other external appearance of decent regard.
But that cordial fatisfa&tion, that delicious
fympathy, ‘that confidential opennefs and
eafe, which naturally take place in the
converfation of thofe who have lived long
and familiarly with one another, it feldom
happens that they can completely enjoy.

. It is only, however, with the dutiful
and the virtuous, that the general rule has
even this flender authority. With the dif-
fipated, the profligate, and the vain, it is
entirely difregarded. They are {o far from
refpecting it, that they feldom talk of it
but with the moft indecent. derifion; and
an early and long feparation of this kind
- never fails to eftrange them moft complete-
ly from one another. With fuch perfons,
refpet for the general rule can at beft
produce only a cold and affeCted civility
(a very flender femblance of real regard);
and even this, the flighteft offence, the
fmalleft oppofition of intereft, commonly
puts an end to altogether.
o . | The
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. The education of boys at diftant great
fchools, of young men at diftant colleges,
of young ladies in diftant nunneries and
boarding-fchools, feems, in the higher ranks
of life, to have hurt moft effentially the
domeftic morals, and confequently the do=-
meftic happinefs, both of France and Eng-
land. Do you wifh to educate your child-
ren to be dutiful to their parents, to be
kind and affe¢tionate to their brothers and
fifters? put them under the neceffity of be-
ing dutiful children, of being kind and af«
feGtionate brothers and fifters: educate
them in your own houfe. From their
parent’s houfe they may, with propriety and
advantage, go out every day to attend
public {chools: but let their dwelling be
always at home. Refpe&t for you muft
always impofe a very ufeful reftraint upon
their conduc; and refpe& for them may
frequently impofe no ufelefs reftraint upon
your own. Surely no acquirement, which
can poflibly be derived from what is call«
ed a public education, can make any
fort of compenfation for what is almoft cer-
tainly and neceffarily loft by it. Domeftic
" education
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education is the inftitution of nature;
public education, the contrivance of man.
It is furely unneceffary to fay, which is
likely to be the wifeft.

In fome tragedies and romances, we
meet with many beautiful and interefting
fcenes, founded upon, what is called, the
force of blood, or upon the wonderful af«
fetion which near relations are fuppofed
to conceive for one another, even before
they know that they have any fuch con=
he&ion. This force of blood, however,
1 am afraid, exifts no-where but in tra-
gedies and romances. Even in tragedies
and romances, it is never fuppofed to take
place between any relations, but thofe who
are naturally bred up in the fame houfe;
between parents and children, between
brothers and fifters. To imagine any fuch
myfterious affetion between coufins, or
even between aunts or uncles, and nephews
or nieces, would be too ridiculous.

In paftoral countries, and in all coun-

“tries where the authority of law' is not
3 alone
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alone fufficient to give perfe& fecurity to
every member of the ftate, all the differ-
ent branches of the fame family common-
ly chufe to live in the neighbourhood of
oneanother. Their aflociation is frequent-
ly. neceflary for ‘their common defence.
They are all, from the higheft to the low-
eft, of more or lefs importance to one an-
other. Their concord ftrengthens their
neceflary aflociation; . their difeord always
weakens, and might deftroy it.  They
have more intercourfe with one another,
than with the members of any other tribe.
The remoteft members of the fame tribe
claim fome conneftion with one another;
and, whereall other circumftances are equal,
expedt to be treated with more diftinguith~
ed attention than is due to thofe who have
no fuch pretenfions. It is not many years
ago that, in the Highlands of Scotland, the
Chieftain ufed to confider the pooreft man
of his clan, as his coufin and relation.
The fame extenfive regard to kindred is
faid to take place among the Tartars, the
Arabs, the Turkomans, and, I believe,
among all other nations who are nearly in
: the
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the fame flate of fociety in which the Scots
Highlanders were about the beginning of
the prefent century.

In commercial countries, twhere the
authority of law is always perfectly fuf-
ficient to protect the meaneft man in the
ftate, - the defcendants of the fame family,
having no {uch motive for keeping together,
naturally ‘feparate and difperfe, as intereft
or inclination may diret. They foon
ceafe to be of importance to one another;
and, in a few generations, not only lofe all
care about one another, but all remem-
brance of their common origin, and of the
conne&tion which took place among their
anceftors. Regard for remote relations be-
comes, in every country, lefs and lefs, ac-
cording as this ftate of ‘civilization has been
longer and more completely eftablithed.
It has been longer and more completely
eftablithed in England than in Scotland;
and remote relations are, accordingly,
more confidered in the latter country than
in the former, though, in this relpe&, the
difference between the two countries is

VoL, II. G - growing
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growing lefs and lefs every day. Great
lords, indeed, are, in every ecountry,
proud of remembering and acknowledging
their conne&ion with one another, how-
ever remote. The remembrance of fuch
illuftrious relations flatters not a little the
family pride of them all; and it is neither
from affe@ion, nor from any thing which
refembles affetion, but from the moft
frivolous and childifh of all vanities, that
this remembrance is fo carefully kept up.
Should fome meore humble, though, per-
haps, much nearer kinfman, prefume to
put fuch great men in mind of his relation
to their family, they feldom fail to tell him
that they are bad genealogifts, and mife-
rably ill-informed concerning their own
family hiftory. It is not in[that order, I
am afraid, that we are to expe& any ex-
traordinary extenfion of, what is called,
natural affeGtion.

I confider what is called natural affec-
tion as more the effe& of the moral than of
the fuppofed phyfical conne@ion between

the parent and the child. A jealous huf-
o band?
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band, indeed, notwithftanding the moral
connelion, notwithftanding the child’s
having been educated in his own houfe,
often regards, with hatred and averfion,
that unhappy child which he fuppofes to be
the offspring of his wife’s infidelity. It is
the lafting monument of a moft difagreeable
adventure; of his own dithonour, and of
the difgrace of his family.

* Among well-difpofed people, the necef-
fity or conveniency of mutual accommo=
dation, very frequently produces a friend-
thip not unlike that which takes place
among thofe who are born to live in the
fame family. Colleagues in office, part-
ners in trade, call one another brothers;
and frequently feel towards one another
as if they really were fo. Their good
agreement is an advantage to all; and,-if
they are tolerably reafonable people, they
are naturally difpofed to agree. We expect
that they fhould do fo; and their difagree-
ment is a fort of a fmall fcandal. The Ro-
mansexprefled this fort of attachment by the
word neceffitudo, which, from the etymo-

G 2 logy,
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logy, feems to denote that it was irﬁpofed
by the neccflity of the fituation.-

Even the trifling circumftance of living
in the fame neighbourhood, has fome effet
of the fame kind. We refpe&t the face of
a man whom we fee every day, provided
he has never offended us. Neighbouts can
be very convenient, and they can be very
troublefome, to one another. If they are
good fort of people, they are naturally dif-
pofed to agree. We expet their good
agreement; and to be a bad neighbour is
a very bad charaer. There are certain
fmall good offices, accordingly, which are
univerfally allowed to be due to a neigh-
bour in preference to any other perfon who
has no fuch connetion.

* This natural difpofition to accommodate
and to affimilate, as much as we can, our
own fentiments, principles, and feelings, to
thofe which we fee fixed and rooted in the
perions whom we are obliged to live and
converfe a great deal with, is the caufe of
the contagxous effects of both good and bad

com-
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company. The man who aflociates chiefly
with the wife and the virtuous, though he
may not himfelf become ‘either wife or vir-
tuous, cannot help conceiving -a certain
refpedt at leaft for wifdom and virtue; and
the man who aflociates chiefly with the
profligate and the diflolute, though he may
not bimfelf become profligate and diffolute,
muft foon lofe, at leaft, all his original ab-
horrence of profligacy and diflolution of
manners. The fimilarity of family charac-
ters, which we fo frequently fee tran{mit-
ted through feveral fucceflive generations,
may, perhaps, be partly owing to this
difpofition, to aflimilate ourfelves to thofe
whom we are obliged to live and converfe
a great deal with. The family charaer,
however, like the family countenance,
feems to be owing, not altogether to the
moral, but partly too to the phyfical con-
ne@ion. The family countenance is cer=-
tainly altogether owing to the latter.

" But of all attachments to an individual,
that which is founded altogether upon
- efteem and approbation of his good condu&

G3 and
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and behaviour, confirmed by much ex-
perience and long acquaintance, is, by far,
the moft refpeCtable, Such friendfhips,
arifing net from a conftrained fympathy,
not from a fympathy which has been af-
- fumed and rendered habitual for the fake
of convenience and accommodation; but
from a natural fympathy, from an involun-
tary feeling that the perfons to whom we
attach ourfelves are the natural and proper
objets of efteem and approbation; can
exift only among men of virtue. Men of
virtue only can feel that entire confidence
in. the condu@® and behaviour of one an~
~ other, which can, at all times, affure them
that they can never either offend or be
offended by one another. Vice is always
capricious: virtue only is regular and or-
derly.  The attachment which is founded
upon the love of virtue, as it is certainly,
of all attachments, the moft virtuous; fo it
is likewife the happieft, as well as the moft
permanent and fecure. Such friendthipg
need not be confined to a fingle perfon,
but may fafely embrace all the wife and
virtuous, with whom we have been long

' and
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and intimately acquainted, and upon
whofe wifdom and virtue we can, upon
that account, entirely dapend.  They-
whq would confine friendfhip to two per-
fons, feem to confound the wife fecurity of
friendfhip with the jealoufy and folly of
love. The hafty, fond, and foolith inti-
macies of young people, founded, com-
monly, upon fome flight fimilarity of cha~
rater, altogether unconnefted with good
condu@®, upon a tafte, perhaps, for the
fame ftudies, the fame amufements, the
fame diverfions, ‘or upon their agreement
in fome fingular principle or epinion, not
commonly adopted; thofe intimacies which
a freak begins, and which a freak puts an
end to, how agreeable foever they may ap-
pear while they laft, can by no means de-
ferve the facred and venerable name of
friendfhip.

Of all the perfons, however, whom na-
ture points out for our peculiar beneficence,
there are none to whom it feems more
properly dir¢éted than to thofe whofe bene~

G4 ficence



88  Of the CHARACTER Part V1,

ficence we have ourfelves already ex-
perienced.  Nature, which formed men
for that mutual kindnefs, fo neceffary . for
their happinefs, renders every man: the
peculiar obje& of kindnefs, to the perfons .
to whom he himfelf has been kind. Though
their gratitude fhould not always corre=
fpond to his beneficence, yet the fenfe of
his merit, the fympathetic gratitude of the
impartial fpeCtator, will always correfpond
toit. The general indignation of other
people, againft the bafenefs of their in-
gratitude, will even, fometimes, increafe
the general fenfe of his ‘merit. No be-
nevolent man ever loft altogether the fruits
of his benevolence. " If he does not always
gather them from the perfons from whom
he ought to have gathered them, he feldom
fails to gather them, and with a tenfold in-
creafe, from other people. Kindnefs is the
parent of kindnefs; and if to be beloved
by our brethren be the great obje& of our
ambition, the fureft way of obtaining it is,
by our condu& to fhow that we really love
them, S

 Aftey




Sect. I1. " ¢ VIRTUE, 89

After the perfons who are recommended
to our beneficence, either by their connec-
tion with ourfelves, by their perfonal quali.
ties, or by their paft fervices, come thofe
who are pointed out, not indeed to, what
is called, our friendfhip, but to our benevo-
lent attention and good offices ; thofe who
are diftinguithed by their. extraordinary
fituation 5 - the greatly ‘fortunate “and the
greatly unfortunate, the rich and the power-
ful, the poor and the wretched. The dif-
. tintion of ranks, the peace and order of
{ociety, are, in a great meafure, founded
upon the refpe&t which we naturally con-
ceive for the former. The relief and con~
folation of human mifery depend altoge-
ther upon our compaffion for the latter. The
peace and order of fociety, is of more im~
portance than even the relief of the mife-
rable. Our refpe& for the great, accord-
ingly, is moft apt to offend by its excefs;
our fellow-feeling for the miferable, by its
defe@. Moralifts exhort us to charity and
compaflion. They warn ‘us againft the
fafcination of greatnefs. ‘This fafcination,
indeed, is fo powerful, that the rich and

7 the
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the great are too often preferred to the wife
and the virtuous. Nature has wifely judged
that the diftin&ion of ranks, the peace and
order of fociety, would reft more fecurely
upon the plain and palpable difference of
birth and fortune, than upon the invifible
and often uncertain difference of wifdom
and virtue. The undiftinguifhing eyes of
the great mob of mankind can well enough
perceive the former: it is with difficulty
that the nicedifcernment of the wife and the
virtuous can fometimes diftinguifh the lat-
ter. In the order of all thofe recommend~
ations, the benevolent wif{dom of nature is
cqually evident. ’

It may, perhaps, be unneceflary to ob-
ferve, that the combination of two, or
more, of thofe exciting caufes of kindnefs,
increafes the kindnefs. The favour and
partiality which, when there is no envy
in the cafe, we naturally bear to greatnefs, -
are much increafed when it is joined with
wifdom and virtue. If, notwithftanding
that wifdom and virtue, the great man
fhould fall inte thofe misfortunes, thofe

[ ' ' dangers
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dangers and diftrefles, to which themoft ex-
alted ftations are often the moft expofed,
we are much more deeply interefted in his
fortune than we fhould be in that of a per-
fon equally virtuous, but in a more humble
“fituation. 'The moft interefting fubjecs of
tragedies and romances are the misfortunes
of virtuous and magnanimous kings and
princes. If, by the wifdom and manhood
of their exertions, they fhould extricate
themfelves from thofe misfortunes, and re~
cover completely their former fuperiority
and fecurity, we cannot help viewing them
with the moft enthufiaftic and even extra~
vagant admiration. The grief which we
felt for their diftrefs, the joy whicly we
feel for their profperity, feem to combine
together in enhancing that partial admira-
tion which we naturally conceive both for

the ftation and the chara&ter.
‘When thofe different beneficent affeGtions -
happen to draw different ways, to deter-
mine by any precife rules in what cafes we
ought to comply with the one, and in what
_ with the other, is, perhaps, altogether impof~
: fible.
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fible. In what cafes friendfhip ought to
vield to gratitude, or gratitude to friend-
thip ; in whatcafes the firongeft of all natu-
ral affeQions ought to yicld to a regard for
the fafcty of thofe fuperiors upon whole
fafety often depends that of the whole fo-
ciety ; and in what cafes natural affection
may, without impropriety, prevail over that
regard ; muft be left altogether to the deci=
fion of the man within the breaft, the fup-
pofed impartial fpetator, the great judge
and arbiter of our condu@. If we place
ourfelves completely in his fituation, if we
really view ourlelves with his eyes, and as
he views us, and liften with diligent and
revergntial attention to what he fuggefts to
us, his voice will never deceive us. We
fhall ftand in need of no cafuiftic rules to
direct our condu&. Thefe it is often im-
pofiible to accommodate to all the different
thades and gradations of circumftance,
chara&ter, and fituation, to differences and
diftinctions which, though not impercepti~
ble, are, by their nicety and delicacy, often
altogether undefinable. In that beautiful
tragedy of Voltaire, the Orphan of China,

' while
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while we admire the magnanimity of Zamti,
who is willing to facrifice the life of his
own child, in order to preferve that of the
only feeble remnant of his ancient fove-
reigns and mafters; we not only pardon, but
love the maternal tendernefs of Idame, who,
at the rifque of difcovering the important
fecret of her hufband, reclaims her infant
from the cruel hands of the Tartars, into
which it had been delivered.

C HA P. IL

Of the order in which Sccicties are by nature
recommended to cur Bencficence.

HE f{ame principles that dire&t the or-

der in which individuals are recom-

mended to our beneficence, dire& that like-

wife in which {ocieties are recommended to

it. Thofe to which it is, or may be of

moft importance, are firt and prmupally
recommended to it.

The
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The ftate or fovereignty in which we
have been born and educated, and under
the prote&tion of which we continue to
live, is,in ordinary cafes, the greateft fociety
upon whofe happinefs or mifery, our good
or bad condu&t can have much influence.
It is accordingly, by nature, moft flrongly
recommended tous. Not only we ours
- felves, but all the objets of our kindeft af-
feGtions, our children, our parents; our re=
lations, our friends, our benefa&ors, all
thofe whom we naturally love and revere
the moft, are commonly comprehended
within it ; and their profperity and fafety
depend in fome meafure upon its profpe=
- rity and fafety. It is by nature, therefore,
"endeared to us, not only by all our felfith,
but by all our private benevolent affections.
Upon account of our own connexion with
it, its profperity and glory feem to refle&t
fome fort of honour upon ourfelves. Wien
we compare it with other focieties of the
fame kind, we “are proud of its fuperiority,
and mortified in fome degree, if it appears
in any refpet below them. All the illuf-
trious characters Whlch it has produced in

former
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former times (for againft thofe of our own
times envy may fometimes prejudice us a
little), its warriors, its ftatefmen, its poets, its
philofophers, and men of letters of all kinds
we are difpofed to view with the moft par~
tial admiration, and to rank them (fome-
times moft unjuftly) above thofe of all other
nations. The patriot who lays down his
~ life for the fafety, or even for the vain-
glory of this fociety, appears to a& with
the moft exa& propriety. He appears to
view himfelf in the light in which the im=
partial fpeCtator naturally and neceffarily
views him, as but one of the multitude,
in the eye of that equitable judge, of no
more confequence than any other in it,
but bound at all times to facrifice and de-
vote himfelf to the fafety, to the fervice,
and even to the glory of the greater number.
But though this facrifice appears to be per~
~fe@ly juft and proper, we know how dif-
ficult it is to make it, and how few people
are capable of making it. His condu&,
therefore, excites not only our entire appro=
bation, but our higheft wonder and admira-
tion,and feemsto merit all theapplaufe which
can be due to the moft heroic virtue. The

traitor,



96 Of the CuaracTer  Part VI,

_ traitor, on the contrary, who, in fome pecu-~
liar fituation, fancies he can promote his
own little intereft by betraying to the public
enemy that of his native country; who, re-
gardlefs of the judgment of the man withir
the breaft, prefers himfelf, in this refpect
fo thamefully and fo bafely, to all thofe
with whom he has any conncxion ; ap-
pears to be of all villains the moft deteft-

able.

The love of ourown nation often difpofes
us to view, with the moft malignant jealoufy
andenvy, the profperity and aggrandifement
of any other ncighbouring nation. Inde-
pendent and neighbouring nations, having
no common fuperior to decide their dif-
putes, all live in continual dread and fufpi-
_ cion of one another. Each fovereign, ex-
peling little juftice from his neighbours, is
difpofed to treat them with as little as he
expe&s from them. The regard for the
laws of nations, or for thofe rules which in-
dependent ftates profefs or pretend to think
themfelves bound to obferve in their deal-
ings with one another, is often very little
more than mere pretence and profeflion.

From
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From the fmalleft intereft, upon the {lighteft
‘provocation, we fee thofe rules every day,
either evaded or dire@ly violated without
fhame or remorfe. Each nation forefees,
or imagines it forcfees, its own fubjugation
in the increafing power and aggrandife-
ment of any of its neighbours; and the
mean principle of national prejudice is of=
ten founded upon the noble one of the love
of our gwn country. The fentence with
which the elder Cato is faid to have con-
cluded every fpeech which he made in the
fenate, whatever might be the fubje&,
- &€ Itis my opinion likewifethat Carthage ought
“ to be defiroyed,” was the natural expref-
fion of the favage patriotifm of a ftrong but
coarfe mind, enraged almoft to madncfs
againfta foreign nation from whichhis own.
had fuffered fo much. The more humane
fentence with which Scipio Nafica is faid to
have concluded all his fpeeches, “ [t is my
“ opinion likewife that Carthage ought not to
“be defiroyed,” was the liberal expreflion
of a more enlarged and enlightened mind,
who felt no averfion to the profperity even
of an old enemy, when reduced to a ftate

VOL. II. H which
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which could no longer be formidable
to Rome. France and England may
each of them have fome reafon todread the
increafe of the naval and military power of
the other; but for either of them to envy
the internal happinefs and profperity of the
other, the cultivation of its lands, the ad-
vancement of its manufacures, the increafe
of its commerce, the fecurity and number
of its ports and harbours, its proficiency in
" all the liberal arts and fciences, is furely be=
neath the dignity of two fuch great nations.
Thefe are all real improvements of the
world we live in. Mankind are benefited,
human nature is ennobled by them. In
fuch improvements each nation ought, not
only to endeavour itfclf to excel, but from
the love of mankind, to promote, inftead of
obftru@ing the exccllence of its neighbours.
Thefe are all proper obje&sof national emu~
lation, not of national prejudice or envy.

The love of our own country feems not
to be derived from the love of mankind.
The former fentiment is altogether inde=~
pendent of the latter, and feems fometimes

even
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even to difpofe us to act inconfiftently with
it. France may contain, perhaps, near
three times the number of inhabitants which
Great Britain contains. In the great fo-
ciety of mankind, therefore, the profperity
of France thould appear to be an obje& of
much greater importance than that of Great
Britain. The Britith- fubje&®, however,
who, upon that account, fhould prefer upon
all occafions the profperity of the former
to that of the latter country, would not be
thought a good citizen of Great Britain.,
We do not love our country merely as a
part of the great fociety of mankind: we
love it for its own fake, and independently
of any fuch confideration. That wifdom
which contrived the {yftem of human affec-
tions, as well as that of every other part of
nature, feems to have judged that the in-
tereft of the great fociety of mankind would

~ be beft promoted by dire&ing the principal

attention of each individual to that particu-
lar portion of it, which was moft within

the fphere both of his abilities and of his -
underftanding,

H 2 National
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National prejudices and hatreds feldom
extend beyond neighbouring nations. 'We
very weakly and foolifhly, perhaps, call
the French our natural enemies ; and they
perhaps, as weakly and foolifhly, confider us
in the fame manner. Neither they nor we
bear any fort of envy to the profperity of
China or Japan. It very rarely happens,
however, that our good-will towards fuch
" diftant countries can be exerted with much
effect.

The moft extenflive public benevolence
which can commonly be exerted with any
contiderable effc@, is that of the ftatefmen,
who projett and form alliances among
ncighbouring or not very diftant nations,
for the prefervation either of, what is called,
the balance of power, or of the general
peace and tranquillity of the ftates within
the circle of their negotiations. The ftatef-
men, however, who plan and execute fuch
treaties, have feldom any thing in view,
but the intereft of their refpecive countries.
Somietimes, indezd, their views are more
extenfivee  The Count d’Avaux, the ple-

5. nipoten-
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nipotentiary of France, at the treaty of
Munfter, would have been willing to facri-
tice his life (according to the Cardinal de
Retz, a man not over-credulous in the virtue
of other people) in order to have reftored,
by that treaty, the general tranquillity of
Europe. King William feems to have
had a real zeal for the liberty and independ-
ency of the greater part of the fovercign
ftates of Europe ; which, perhaps, might be
a good deal ftimulated by his particular
averlion to France, the ftate from which,
during his time, that liberty and independ-
ency were principally in danger. Some
fhare of the fame {pirit feems to have de-
fcended to the firft miniftry of Queen
Anne. : -

Every independent ftate is divided into
many different orders and focieties, each
of which has its own particular powers,
privileges, and immunities. . Every indi=
vidual is naturally more attached to his own
particular order or faciety, than to any
cther. His own intereft, his own vanity,
the intereft and vanity of many of his

H 3 : fiiends
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friends and companions, are commonly a
good deal connetted with it. He is am-
bitious to extend its privileges and immu-
nities. He is zealous to defend them againft
‘the encroachments of every other order or
fociety. '

Upon the manner in which any ftate
is divided into the different orders and f{o-
cieties which compofe it, and upon the par-
ticular diftribution which has been made of
their refpeCtive powers, privileges, and im=
" munities, depends, what is called, the con~
ftitution of that particular ftate.

Upon the ability of each particular order
or fociety to maintain its own powers, pri~
vileges, and immunities, againft the en-
croachments of every other, depends the
ftability of that particular conftitution. That
particular conftitution is neceffarily more or
lefs altered, whenever any of its fubordi-
nate parts is either raifed above or deprefled
below whatever had been its former rank
and condition.

All
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All thofe different 'orders and focieties |
are dependent upon the ftate to which they
owe their fecurity and protection. That
they are all {ubordinate to that ftate, .and
eftablifhed only in fubferviency'to its pro-
fperity and prefervation, is a truth acknow-
ledged by the moft partial member of every
one of them. It may often, however, be
hard to convince him that the profperlty
and prefervation of the ftate require any
diminution of the powers, privileges, and
immunities of his own particular order or
fociety.  This partiality, though it may
fometimes be unjuft, may not,upon thatac-
count, be ufelefs. It checks the {pirit of
innovation. It tends to preferve whatever
is the eftablifhed balance among the differ-.
ent orders and focieties into which the
ftate is divided; and while it fometimes ap-
pears to obftruc fome alterations of govern~
ment which may be fafhionable and popu-
lar at the time, it contributes in reality to
‘the ftability and permanency of the whole
fyftem,

H 4 The
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The love of our country feems, in ordi-
nary cafes, toinvolve in it two different prin-
ciples; firft, a certain refpet and reverence
for that confiitution or form of government

“which is aCtually eftablithed ; and fecondly,
an earneft defire to render the condition of
our fellow-citizens as fafe, refpetable, and
happy as we can. He is not a citizen who
is not difpofed to refpe& the laws and to
obey the civil magiftrate; and he is certainly
not agood citizen who does not with to pro-
mote, by every mcans in his power, the

- welfare of the whole fociety of his fellow-
ciiizens.

In peaceable and quict times, thofe two
principles generally coincide and lead to
the fame condu&, The fupport of the ef~
tablithed government {eems evidently the

_beft expedient for maintaining the fafe; re-
fpeQable, and happy fituation of our fellow-
citizens ; when we fce that this government
aftually maintaing them in that fituation.

" But in times of public difcontent, fa&tion,
aud diforder, thofe two different principles

may draw different ways, and even a wife
‘ © man
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manmay be difpofed to think fome alteration
neceffary in that conftitution or form of
government, which, in its actual condition,
appears plainly unable to maintain the pub-
lic tranquillity. In fuch cafes, however,
it often requires, perhaps, the higheft effort
of political wifdom to determine when a
real patriot ought to fupport and endeavour
to re-eftablith the authority of the old fyf~
tem, and when he ought to give way to the
more daring, but often dangerous fpirit of
innovation, :

Foreign war and civil fa&tion are the two
fituations which afford the moft fplendid
opportunities for the difplay of public {pirit.
- 'The hero who ferves his country fuccefl-
fully in foreign war gratifies the withes of
the whole nation, and is, upon that account,’
the obje& of univerfal gratitude and admi-
ration. Intimes of civil difcord, the:leaders
of the contending parties, though they may
‘be admired by one half of their fellow-ci-
tizens,are commonly execrated by the other.
Their charalters and the merit of their re=
fpeftive fervices appear commonly more
doubtful. The glory which is acquired by
' foreign
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foreign war is, upon this account, almoft
always more pure and more fplendid than
. that which can be acquired in civil fa&tion.-

- 'The leader of the fuccefsful party, how-
ever, if he has authority enough to prevail
“upon his own friends to a& with proper
temper and moderation (which he fre-
quently has not), may fometimes render to
his country a fervice much more eflential
and important than the greateft viCtories
and the moft extenfive conquefts. He
may re-cftablith and improve the conftitu-
tion, and from the very doubtful and am-
biguous character of the leader of a party,
he may aflume the greateft and nobleft of
all charalters, that of the reformer and le-
giflator of a great ftate; and, by the wifdom
of his inftitutions, fecure the internal tran-
quillity and happinefs of his fellow-citizens
for many fucceeding generations.

Amidft the turbulence and diforder of
faltion, a certain fpirit of fyftem is apt to
mix itfelf with that public fpirit which is
founded upon the love of humanity, upon
# real fellow-feeling with the inconveni-

ences
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ences and diftrefles to which fome of our
fellow-citizens may be expofed.  This
{pirit of fyftem commonly takes the direc-
tion of that more gentle public fpirit; al-
ways animates it, and often inflames it even
to the madnefs of fanaticifm. The leaders
of the difcontented party feldom fail to hold
out fome plaufible plan of reformation
which, they pretend, will not only remove
the inconveniences and relieve the diftrefles -
immediately complained of, but will pre-
vent, in all time coming, any return of the
like inconveniences and diftrefles. They
often propofe, upon this account, to new-
model the conftitution, and to alter, in
fome of its moft effential parts, that fyftem
- of gavernment under which the fubje&s of
a great empire have enjoyed, perhaps,
peace, fecurity, and even glory, during
the courfe of feveral centuries together.
The great body of the party are common~
ly intoxicated with the imaginary beauty of
this ideal fyftem, of which they have no
experience, but which has been reprefent-
ed to them in all the moft dazzling colours
in which the eloquence of their leaders
: could
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‘could paint it. Thofe leaders themfelves,
though they originally may have meant
nothing but their own aggrandifement, be=
come many of them in time the dupes of
their own fophiftry, and are as cager for
this. great reformation as the weakeft and
foolifheft of their followers.  Even though
the leaders thould have preferved their own
heads, as indeed they commonly do, free
from this fanaticifm, yet they dare not
always difappoint the expeltation of their
followers; but are often obliged, though
contrary to their principle and their con-
fcience, to a& as if they were under the
common delufion. The violence of the
party, refufing all palliatives, all temper-
aments, all reafonable accommodations, by
requiring too much frequently obtains no-
thing; and thofe inconveniences and dif«
treffes which, with a litle moderation,
might in a great meafure have been re-
moved and relieved, are left altogether
without the hope of a remedy.

The man whofe public fpirit is prompt-
ed altogether by humanity and benevalence,
' will
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~ will refpect the .eftablithed powers and
privileges even of individuals, and fill
more thofe of the great orders and {ocieties,
into which the ftate is divided. Though
-he.fhould confider fome of them as in fome
meafure abufive, he will content himfelf
with moderating, what he often cannot
annihilate without great viclence.  'When
he cannot conquer the rocted prejudices of
the pecople by reafon and perfuafion, he
will not attempt to fubdue them by force;
but wiil religioufly obferve what, by Cicero,
is juftly called the divine maxim of Plato,
never to ufe violence to his country no
more than to his parents. He will accom-
modate, as well as he can, his public ar-
rangements to the confirmed habits and
prejudices of the people; and will remedy
as well as he can, theinconveniences which
may flow from the want of thofe regula-
tions which the people are averfe to fubmit
to. When he cannot eftablith the right,
he will not difdain to ameliorate the wrong;
but like Solon, when he cannot eftablith
the beft fyftem of laws, he will endeavour
: . to
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to eftablith the beft that the people can
bear.

The man of fyf’cem, on the contrary, is
apt to be very wife in his own conceit;
and is often fo enamoured with the fup~
pofed beauty of his own ideal plan of
government, that he cannot fuffer the
fmalleft deviation from any part of it. He
goes on to eftablith it completely and in all
its parts, without any regard either to the
great intercfts, orto the ftrong prejudices
which may oppofe it. He feems to imagine
that he can arrange the different members
of a great fociety with as much eafe as the
hand arranges the different pieces upon a
chefs-board. He does not confider that
the pieces upon the chefs-board have no
other principle of motion befides that which
the hand imprefles upon them; but that,
in the great chefs board of human fociety,
every fingle piece has a principle of motion
of its own, altogether different from that
which the legiflature might chufe to im=-
- prefs upenit. If thofe two principles coins
cide
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cide and a& in the fame dire&ion, the
. game of human fociety will go on eafily
and harmonioufly, and is very likely to be -
happy and fuccefsful. If they are oppofite
or different, the game will go on mife-
rably, and the fociety muft be at all times
in the higheft degree of diforder.

Some general, and even fyftematical,
idea of the perfeGtion of policy and law,
may no doubt be neceflary for direGting
the views of the ftatefman. But to infift
upon eftablithing, and upon eftablifhing all
at once, and in fpite of all oppolition,
- every thing which that idea may feem to
require, muft often be the higheft degree -
of arrogance. It is to ere&t his own
judgment into the fupreme ftandard of
right and wrong. It is to fancy himfelf
the only wife and worthy man in the com~
monwealth, and that his fellow-citizens -
fhould accommodate themfelves to him and
not he to them. It is upon this account, that
of all political {fpeculators, fovereign princes
are by far the moft dangerous. This
arrogance is perfeGtly familiar to them,

They

9
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They entertain no doubt of the immenfe
fuperiority of their own judgment. When
" fuch imperial and royal reformers, there-
- fore, condefcend to contemplate the con-
ftitution of the country which is committed
to their government, they feldom fee any
thing fo wrong in it as the obftru&ions
which it may fometimes oppofe to the ex-
ecution of their own will. They hold in
contempt the divine maxim of Plato, and
confider the ftate as made for themf{elves,
not themfelves for the ftate. The great
objet of their reformation, therefore, isto
remove thofe obftru&tions; to reduce the
+ authority of the nobility; to take away
the privileges of cities and provinces, and
to render both the greateft individuals and
the greateft orders of the ftate, as incapa-
ble of oppofing their commands, as the
weakeft and moft infignificant.
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CHAP 1L
Of univerfal Benevolence.

Tuoucn our effeGtual good offices can
very feldom be extended to any wider
fociety than that of our own country; our
good-will is circumfcribed by no boundary,
but may embrace the immenfity of the uni-
verfe. We cannot form the idea of any
innocent and fenfible being, whofe hap-
pinels we thould not defire, or to whofe
mifery, when diftin&tly brought home to
the imagination, we fhould not have fome
degree of averfion. The idea of a mif~
chievous, though fenfible, being, indeed,
naturally provokes our hatred: but the ill-
will which, in this cafe, we bear to it, is
really the effe& of our univerfal benevolence.
It is the effet of the fympathy which we
feel with the mifery and refentment of
thofe other innocent and fenfible beings,
‘whofe happinefs is difturbed by its malice.
VOL IL. I This
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This univerfal benevolence, how noble
and generous foever, can be the fource of
no folid happinefs to any man who is not
thoroughly convinced that all the inhabit- -
ants of the univerfe, the meaneft as well as
the greateft, are under the immediate care
and prote&tion of that great, benevolent,
and all-wife Being, who direds all the
movements of nature; and who is deter-
mined, by his own unalterable perfeGions,
to. maintain in it, at all times, the greateft
-poflible quantity of happinefs. To this,
univerfal benevolence, on the con~
trary, the very fufpicion of a fatherlefs.
world, muft be the moft melancholy of all
refleGtions; from the thought that all the.
unknown regions of infinite and incom-
prehenfible fpace may be filled with no-.
thing but endlefs mifery and wretchednefs.
All the fplendour of the higheft profperity
can never enlighten the gloom with which,
{o dreadful an idea muft neceffarily over-
fhadow the imagination; nor, in a wife
and virtuous man, can all the forrow of the
moft affliing adverfity ever dry up the
joy which neceflarily fprings from the.

habitual
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habitual and thorough conviGon of the
triith of the contrary fyftem.

The wife and virtuous man is at all times
willing that his own private intereft thould
be facrificed to the public intereft of his
own patticular order or fociety. He is at
all times willing, too, that the intereft of
this order or fociety fhould be facrificed to
the greater intereft of the ftate or fovereign
ty, of which it is only a fubordinate part.
He fhould, theréfore, be equally willing
that all thofe inferior interefts fhould be

factificed to the greater intereft of the uni-
verfe, to the intereft of that great fociety of
all fenfible and intelligent beings, of which
God himfelf is the immediate adminiftratot
and direCtors If he is deeply imprefled
with the habitual and thorough conviction
that this benevolent and all-wife Being can
-admit into the fyftem of his government,
no partial evil which is not neceflary for
the univerfal good, he muft confider all
the misfortunes which may befal himfelf,
his friends, his fociety, or his country, as
neceflary for the profperity of the univerfe, -
and therefore as what he ought, not only

: I2 to
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to fubmit to with refignation, but as what
he himfelf, if he had known all the con-
nexions and dependencies of things, ought
fincerely and devoutly to have withed
for. '

Nor does this magnanimous refignation
to the will of the great DireGor of the uni-
verfe, feem in any refpe&t beyond the
reach of human nature. Good foldiers,
who both love and truft their general, fre-
quently march with more gaiety and alacri-
ty to the forlorn ftation, from which they
never expe to return, than they would
to one where there was neither difficulty
nor danger. In marching to the latter,
they could feel no other fentiment than that
of the dulnefs of ordinary duty: in marching
to the former, they feel that they are mak-
ing the nobleft exertion which it is poffible
for man to make. They know that their
general would not have ordered them up-
on this ftation, had it not been neceffary
for the fafety of the army, for the fuccefs
of the war. They cheerfully facrifice their

~own little fyftems to the profperity of a
greater fyftem. They take an affeGtionate
' leave
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leave of their comrades, to whom they
with all happinefs and fuccefs; and march
out, not only with fubmiffive obedience,
but often with fhouts of the moft joyful
exultation, to that fatal, but [plendid and
honourable ftation to which they are ap-
pointed. No conduftor of an army can
deferve more unlimited truft, more ardent
and zealous affeGtion, than the great Con-
du@or of the univerfe. In the greateft
public as well as {private difafters, a wife
man ought to confider that he himfelf, his
friends and countrymen, have only been
ordered upon the forlorn ftation of the
univerfe; that had it not been neceflary for
the good of the whole, they would not
~ have been fo ordered; and that it is their
duty, not only with humble refignation to
fubmit to this allotment, but to endeavour
to embrace it with alacrity and joy. A
wife man fhould furely be capable of doing
what a good foldier holds himfelf at all
times in readinefs to do.

The idea of that divine Being, whofe
benevolence and wifdom have, from. all
13 ' eternity,
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eternity, contrived and conducted the im-
‘menfe machine of the univerfe, {o as at all
times to produce the greateft poffible quan~
tity of happinefs, is certainly of all the ob-
je@s of human contemplation by far the
‘moft {fublime. Every other thought necef-
~ farily  appears mean in the comparifon,
"The man whom we believe to be principally
occupied in this fublime contemplation,
feldom fails ta be the obje& of our higheft
veneration; and though his life {hould be
altogether contemplative, we often regard
him with a fort of religious refpe& much
{uperior to that with which we look upon
the moft a&ive and ufeful fervant of the -
commonwealth. The Meditations of Mar+
cug Antoninus, which turn principally up~
on this fubje®, have contributed more,

perhaps, to the general admiration of his
chara&er, than all the different tranfa&ions,
of his juft, merciful, and beneficent rcign.

The adminiftration of the great {yftem of
‘the univerfe, however, the care of the
univerfal happinefs of all rational and fen-
fible beiegs, is the bufinefs of God and

. not
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not of man. To man is allotted a much
humbler department, but one much -more
{uitable to the weaknefs of his powers, and
to the narrownefs of his comprehenfion;
the care of his own happinels, of that of
his family, his friends, his country: that
he is occupied in contemplating the more
fublime, can never be an excufe for his
negle&ting the. more humble department;
and he muft not expofe himfelf to the
charge which Avidius Caffius is faid to have
" brought, perhaps unjuftly, againft Marcus.
Antoninus; that while he employed himfelf
in philofophical fpeculations, and contem-
plated the profperity of the univerfe, he
negleGted that of the Roman empire. The
moft fublime fpeculation of the ¢ontem-
plative philofopher can fcarce compenfate
the negle& of the fmalleft a&tive duty.
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SECTION IIL
Of Self-command.

HE man who a&s according to the

. rules of perfe& prudence, of frit
juftice, and of proper benevolence, may
be faid to be perfeitly virtuous. But the
moft perfe knowledge of thofe rules will
not alone enable him to a& in this thanner :
his own paflions are very apt to miflead
him; fometimes to drive him and fome-
times to feduce him to violate all the rules
which he himfelf, in all his fober and cool
hours, approves of. The moft perfe&
knowledge, if it is not fupported by the
moft perfet felf-command, will not always
enable him to do his duty.

Some of the beft of the ancient moralifts
‘feem to have confidered thofe paffions as
divided into two different claflfes: firft, in=~

to thofe which it requires a confiderable ex- '

~ ertion
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ertion of felf-command to reftrain even for '

a fingle moment ; and fecondly, into thofe
which it is ealy to reftrain for a fingle
‘moment, or even for a fhort period ‘of
" time; but which, by their continual and
almoft inceffant folicitations, are, in the
- courfe of a life, very apt to miflead into
great deviations,

Fear and anger, together with fome
other pafflions which are mixed or con-
ne&ed with them, ‘conftitute the firft clafs.
The love of eafe, of pleafure, of applaufe,
and of many other felfith gratifications,
conftitute the fecond. - Extravagant fear
and furious anger, it is often difficult to

reftrain even for a fingle moment. The

love of eafe, of pleafure, of applaufe, and
- -other felfifh gratifications, it is always eafy
to reftrain for a fingle moment, or even for
a fhort period of time; but, by their con-
tinual folicitations, they often miflead us
into many weaknefles which we have
afterwards much reafon to be athamed of.
The. former fet ‘of paffions may often be
faid to drive, the latter, to feduce us from

our



21 Of the CHARACTER PartVI. '

our duty. The command of the former
- was, by the ancient moralifts above alluded
to, denominated fortitude, manhood, and
firength of mind; that of the latter, temper-
ance, decency, modefty, and moderation.

The command of each of thofe two fets
of paffions, independent of the beauty
" which it derives from its utility; from its
enabling us upon all occafions to a& ac-
cording to the diGates of prudence, of juf~
tice, and of proper benevolence; has a
beauty of its own, and feems to deferve for
its own fake a certain degree of efteem and
admiration. In the one cafe, the ftrength
and greatnefs of the exertion excites fome
degree of that efteem and admiration. In
the other, the uniformity, the equality and
unremitting fteadinefs of that exertion.

The man who, in danger, in torture,
upon the approach of death, preferves his
tranquillity unaltered, and fuffers no word,
no gefture to efcape him which does not
perfe@ly accord with the feelings of the
poft indifferent fpeator, neceflarily com-

: ' mands,
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mands a very high degree of admiration,
If he fuffers in the caufe of liberty and
juftice, for the fake of humanity and the
love of his country, the moft tender com-
~ paffion for his fufferings, the ftrongeft in~
dignation againft the injuftice of his per-
fecutors, the warmeft {ympathetic gratitude
for his beneficent intentions, the higheft
fenfe of his merit, all join and mix them-
felves with the admiration of his magna-
nimity, and often inflame that fentiment
into the moft enthufiaftic and rapturous
veneration. The heroes of ancient and
modern hiftory, who are remembered with
the moft peculiar favour and affe&ion, are,
many of them, thofe who, in the caufe of
truth, liberty, and juftice, have perithed
upon the fcaffold, and who behaved there
with that eafe and dignity which became
them. Had the enemies of Socrates fuf-
fered bim to die quietly in his bed, the
glory even of that great philofopher might
poffibly never have acquired that dazzling
fplendour in which it has been beheld in’
all fucceeding ages. In the Englifh hiftory,
when we look over the illuftrious heads

‘ which
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which have been engraven by Vertue and
Howbraken, there is fcarce any body, I
imagine, who does not feel that the axe,
the emblem of having been beheaded,
which is engraved under fome of the moft
illuftrious of them; under thofe of the Sir
Thomas Mores, of the Rhaleighs, the Ruf-
fels, the Sydneys, &c. fheds a real dignity
and intereftingnefs over the charalers to
which it is affixed, much fuperior to what
they can derive from all the futile orna-
ments of heraldry, with which they are
fometimes accompanied. .

Nor does this magnanimity give luftre
only to the chara&ers of innocent and vir-
tuous men. It draws fome degree of
favourable regard even upon thofe of the
gredteft criminals; and when a robber or
highwayman is brought to the fcaffold, and
behaves there with decency and firmnefs,
though we perfeétly approve of his punifh-
ment, we often cannot help regretting that
a man who poflefled fuch great and noble
powers fhould have been capable of fuch
mean enormities.

War
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War is the great fchool both for acquir-
ing and exercifing this fpecies of magna-
nimity. Death, as we fay, is the king of
terrors; and the man who has conquered
the fear of death, is not likely to lofe his
prefence of mind at the approach of any
other natural evil. In war, men become
familiar with death, and are thereby ne-
ceflarily cured of that fuperftitious horror
with which it is viewed by the weak and
unexperienced. They confider it merely
as the lofs of life, and as no further the
objed of averfion than as life may happen
to be that of defire. They learn from ex~
- perience, too, that many f{eemingly great
dangers are not fo great as they appear ;
and that, with courage, aivity, and pre-
fence of mind, there is often a good pro-
bability of extricating themfelves with
honour from fituations where at firft they
could fee no hope. The dread of death is
thus greatly diminithed; and the con-
fidence or hope of efcaping it, augmented.
They learn to expofe themfelves to danger
with lefs reluGtance. They are lefs anxious
to get out of it, and lefs apt to lofe their

' prefence
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prefence of mimd while they are in it, It
is this habitual contempt of danger and .
death which ennobles the profeflion of a .
foldier, and beftows upon it, in the natural
apprehenfions of mankind, a rank and
dignity fuperior to that of any other pro=
feflion. The fkilful and fuccefsful exers
cife of this profeflion, in the fervice of their
country, feems to have conftituted the moft
diftinguifhing feature -in the charaler of
the favourite heroes of all ages.

Great warlike exploit, though dnder=
taken contrary to every principle of juftice,
and carried on without any regard to hu-
manity, fometimes interefts us, and com=
mands even fome degree of a certain fort
of efteem for the very worthlefs charaCers
which condu& it. 'We are interefted even
in the exploits of the Buccaneers; and read
with fome fort of efteem and admiration,
the hiftory of the moft worthlefs men, who,
in purfuit of the moft criminal purpofes,
endured greater hardfhips, furmounted
greater difficulties, and encountered greater
dangers, than, perhaps,-any which the or-

dinary
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dinary courfe of hiftory gives an account

L 3

The command of anger appears upon
many occafions not lefs generous and noble
than that of fear. The proper expreflion
of juft indignation compofes many of the
moft fplendid and admired paffages both of
ancient and modern eloquence. The
Philippics of Demofthenes, the Catalinarians
of Cicero, derive their whole beauty from
the noble propriety with which this paflion
is exprefled. But this juft indignation is
nothing but anger reftrained and properly
attempered to what the impartial {peGator
can enter into. 'The bluftering and noify
paffion which goes beyond this, is always .
odious and offenfive, and interefts us, not
for the angry man, but for the man with
whom he is angry. 'The noblenefs of par-
doning appears, upon many occafions,
fuperior even to the moft perfect propriety
of refeating. When either proper ac-
knowledgments have been made by the
offending party; or, even without any
fuch acknowledgments, when the public
intereft requires that the moft mortal ene-

{ : mies
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mies fhould unite for the difcharge of fome
important duty, the man who can caft away
all animofity, and a& with confidence and
cordiality towards the perfon who had moft
grievoully offended him, feems juftly to
merit our higheft admiration.

The command of anger, however, does
not always appear in fuch fplendid colours.-
Fear is contrary to anger, and is often the
- motive which reftrains it ; and in fuch cafes
the meannefs of the motive takes away all
the noblenefs of the reftraint. Anger
prompts to attack, and the indulgence of
it feems fometimes to fhew a fort of cou-
rage- and fuperiority to fear. The in-
dulgence of anger is fometimes an object
of vanity. That of fear neveris. Vain and
weak men, among their inferiors, or thofe
who dare not refift them,.often affe& to be
oftentatioufly paffionate, and fancy that
they fhow, what is called, fpirit in being fo.
A bully tells many ftories of his own info-
lence, which are not true, and imagines that
hethereby renders himfelf, if not more ami-
able and refpe@able, at leaft more formi-
dable to his audience. Modern manners,

5 which,
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which, by favouring the pra&ice of duel-
ling, may be faid, in fome cafes, to encou-
rage private revenge, contribute, perhaps, a
good deal to render, in modern times, the
reftraint of anger by fear fill more con-:
temptible than it might otherwife appear
to be. There is always fomething dignified
in the command of fear, whatever 'may be
the motive upon which it is founded. It
is not fo with the command of anger.
Unlefs it is founded altogether in the fenfe
of decency, of dignity,and propriety, it ne-
ver is perfeftly agreeable.

To a& according to the ditates of pru-
dence, of juftice, and proper beneficence,
feems to have no great merit where there
is no temptation to do otherwife. But to
a& with cool deliberation in the midft of
the greateft dangers and difficulties ; to ob-
ferve religioufly the facred rules of juftice
~ in fpite both of the greateft interefts which
might tempt, and the greateft injuries which
might provoke us to violate them ; never to
fufffer the benevolence of our temper to be
damped or difcouraged by the malignity

voL, I K and
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and ingratitude of the individuals towards
whom it may have been exercifed ; is the
charaler of the moft exalted wifdom and
~ virtue. Self-command is not only itfelf a
great virtue, but from it all the other vir-
tues feem to derive their principal luftre.

The command of fear, the command of
anger, are always great and noble powers.
When they are directed by juftice and be-
nevolence, they are not only great vittues,
but increafe the fplendour of thofe other
virtues. They may, however, {fometimes
be dire@ed by very different motives ; and
in this cafe, though ftill great and refpe&t-
able, they may be exceflively dangerous.
The moft intrepid valour may be employed
in the caufe of the greateft injuftice. Amidft
great provocations, apparent tranquillity and
good humour may fometimes conceal the
moft determined and cruel refolution to re-
venge. The firength of mind requifite for
fuch diffimulation, though always and ne-
ceffarily contaminated by the bafenefs of
falfehood, has, however, been often much -

admired by many people of no contempti=
' ‘ ble
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ble judgment. The diffimulation of Ca-

tharine of Medicis is often celebrated by
the profound hiftorian Davila; that of
Lord Digby, afterwards Earl of Briftol, by
the grave and confcientious Lord Claren-

don; that of the firft Afhley Earl of Shaftel-

bury, by the judicious Mr. Locke. Even .

Cicero feems to confider this deceitful cha-
ralter, not indeed as of the higheft dignity,
but as not unfuitable to a certain flexibility
of manners, which, he thinks, may, notwith-
- ftanding, be, upon the whole, both agree-
able and refpe&able. He exemplifies it by
the chara@ers of Homer’s Ulyfles, of the
Athenian Themiftocles, of the Spartan Ly-
fander, and of the Roman Marcus Craflus.
This chara&er of dark and deep diflimula-
tion occurs moft commonly in times of great
public diforder ; amidft the violence of fac-
tion and civil war. 'When law has become
in a gredt meafure impotent, when the moft
perfect innocence cannot alone infure fafety,

regard to felf-defence obliges the greater -

part of men to have recourfe to dexterity,
to addrefs, and to apparent accommodation
to whatever happens to be, at the moment,

K2~ the
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the prevailing party. ‘This falfe chara&er,
too, is frequently accompanied with the
cooleft and moft determined courage. The
proper exercife of it fuppofes that courage,
as death is commonly the certain confe-
quence of dete&tion. It may be employed
indifferently, either to exafperate or to allay
thofe furious animofities of adverfe falions
which impofe the neceffity of afluming it ;
and though it may fometimes be ufeful, it
is at leaft equally liable to be exceflively per-
nicious.

The command of the lefs violent and
turbulent paffions feems much lefs liable to
be abufed to-any pernicious purpofe. Tem=
perance, decency, modefty, and moderation,
are always amiable, and can feldom be di-
reGted to any bad end. It is from the un-
remitting fteadinefs of thofe gentler exer-
tions of felf-command, that the amiable vir-
tue of chaftity, that the refpeCtable virtues
of induftry and frugality, derive all that
fober luftre which attends them. The con-
du& of all thofe who are contented to walk

in the humble paths of private and peace-
able
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able life, derives from the fame principle the
greater part of the beauty and grace which
belong to it; a beauty and grace, which,
though much lefs dazzling, is not always
lefs pleafing than thofe which accompany
the more fplendid actions of the hero, the
ftatefman, or the legiflator. :

After what has already been faid, in fe-
veral different parts of this difcourfe, con-
cerning the nature of felf-command, 1 judge
it unneceflary to enter into any further de-
tail concerning thofe virtues. I fhall only
obferve at prefent, that the point of pro-
priety, the degree of any paffion which the
impartial fpeGator approves of, is differ-
ently fituated in different paffions. In fome
paffions the excefs is lefs difagreeable than
the defe@ ; and in fuch paffions the point
of propriety feems to ftand high, or nearer
to the excefs than to the defe&. In other
paflions, the defet is lefs difagreeable than
the excefs ; and in fuch paffions the point
of propriety feems to ftand low, or nearer
to the defe& than to the excefs. The for-
mer are the paflions which the fpe@ator is

K3 moft,
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moft, the latter, thofe which he is leaft dif-
pofed to fympathize with. The former,
too, are the paflions of which the immedi-
ate feeling or fenfation is agreeable to the
perfon principally concerned ; the latter,
thofe of which it is difagreeable. It may"
be laid down as a general rule, that the paf-
fions which the fpeCtator is moft difpofed to
fympathize with, and in which, upon that
account, the point of propriety may be faid
to ftand high, are thofe of which the im-
mediate feeling or fenfation is more or lefs
agreeable to the perfon principally con-
cerned : and that, on the contrary, the paf-
fions which the fpeQator is leaft difpofed to
fympathize with, and in which, upon that
account,'the point of propriety may be faid
to ftand low, are thofe of which the imme-
diate feeling or fenfation is more or lefs dif-
agreeable, or even painful, to the perfon
principally concerned. This general rule,
{o far as I have been able to obferve, admits
not of a fingle exception. A few exam-~
ples will at once, both fufficiently explain
it and demonftrate the truth of it.

The
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The difpofition to the affe&tions which
tend to unite men in fociety, to humanity,
kindnefs, naturalaffetion, friendfhip,efteem,
may fometimesbe exceffive. Even the ex-
cefs of this difpofition, however, renders a
man interefting to every body. ‘Though we
blame it, we ftill regard it with compaffion,
and even with kindnefs, and never with
diflike. 'We are more forry for it than
angry at it. To the perfon himfelf, the
indulgence even of fuch exceflive affetions
is, upon many occafions, not only agree-
able, but delicious. Upon fome occafions,
indeed, efpecially when directed, as is too
often the cafe, towards unworthy objeds, it
expofes him to much real and heartfelt dif-
trefs. Even upon fuch occafions, however,
a well-difpofed mind regards him with the
moft exquifite pity, and feels the higheft
indignation againft thofe who affe to de-
fpife him for his weaknefs and imprudence.
The defet of this difpofition, on the con-
trary, what is called hardnefs of heart, while
it renders a man infenfible to the feelings
and diftrefles of other people, renders other

K 4 people
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‘people equally infenfible to his; and, by
excluding him from the friendfhip of all
the world, excludes him from the beft and
moft comfortable of all focial enjoyments.

The difpofition to the affe@tions which
drive men from one another, and which
tend, as it were, to break the bands of hu-
man fociety ; the difpofition to anger, ha-
tred, envy, malice, revenge; is, on the con-
trary, much more apt to offend by its ex-
cefs than by its defe&. The excefs rén-
ders a man wretchedand miferable in hisown
mind, and the obje& of hatred, and fome-
times even of horror, to other people. The
‘defe is very feldlom complained of. It
may, however, be defeGtive. Thewant of
proper indignation is a moft effential defe&
in the manly chara&er, and, upon many
occafions, renders a man incapable of pro-
teGting either him{elf or his friends from in-
fult and injuftice. Even that principle, in the
excefs and improper dire&tion of which
confifts the odious and deteftable paflion
of envy, may be defeive. Envy is that

: 7 \ paffion
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paflion which views with malignant diflike
the fuperiority of thofe who are really en~
titled to all the fuperiority they poflefs.
The man,however, who, in matters of con~
fequence, tamely fuffers other people, who
are entitled to no fuch f{uperiority, to rife
above him or get before him, is juftly con~
demned as mean-fpirited.  This weaknefs
is commonly founded in indolence, fome-
times in good nature, in an averfion to op-
pofition, to buftle and folicitation,and fome-
times, too, in a fort of ill-judged magnani-
mity, which fancies that it can always con=
tinue to defpife the advantage which it then
.defpifes, and, therefore, fo eafily gives up.
Such weaknefs, however, is commonly fol- 4
lowed by much regret and repentance; and
what had fome appearance of magnanimity
in the beginning frequently gives place to
a moft malignant envy in the end, and to
- a hatred of that fupericrity, which thofe
who have once attained it, may often be-
come really entitled to, by the very cir-
cumftance of having attained it. In order
to live comfortably in the world, it is, upon

all occafions, as neceflary to defend our dig-
nity
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nity and rank, as it is to defend our life or
our fortune.

Our fenfibility to perfonal danger and
diftrefs, like that to perfonal provocation,
is much more apt to offend by its excefs
than by its defe®.  No charater is more
contemptible than that of a coward; no
chara&er is more admired than that of the
man who faces death with intrepidity, and
maintains his tranquillity and prefence of
mind amidft the moft dreadful dangers.
‘We efteem the man who fupports pain and
even torture with manhood and firmnefs ;
and we can have little regard for him who
" finks under them,and abandons himfelf to
ufelefs outcries and womanifh lamentations.
A fretful temper, which feels, with too much
fenfibility, every little crofs accident, ren-
" ders a man miferable in himfelf and offen-
five to other people. A calm one, which
docsnot allow its tranquillity tobe difturbed,
either by the fmall injuries, or by the little
difafters incident to the ufual courfe of hu-
man affairs ; but which, amidft the natural
and moral evils infefting the world, lays its
' account




Se&.1II. o VirTUE 139

account and is contented to fuffer a little
from both, is a blefling to the man himfelf,
and gives eafe and fecurity to all his com~
panions.

Our fenfibility, however, both to our
own injuries and to our own misfortunes,
though generally too ftrong, may likewife
be too weak. The man who feels little for
his own misfortunes muft always feel lefs
for thofe of other people, and be lefs dif-
pofed to relieve them. The man who has
" little refentment for the injuries which are
done to himfelf, muft always have lefs for
thofe which are dong to other people, and
be lefs difpofed either to protet or to avenge
them. A ftupid infenfibility to the events
of human life neceflarily extinguithes all
that keen and earneft attention to the pro-
priety of our own conduc, which conftir
tutes the real eflence of virtue. We can
feel little anxiety about the propriety of
our own acions, when we are indifferent
about the events which may refult from
them. The man who feels the full diftrefs
of the calamxty which has befallen him,

wha -
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~who feels the whole bafenefs of the injuftice
which has been done to him, but who feels
ftill more firongly what the dignity of his
own chara&er requires; who does not aban-
don himfelf to the guidance of the undif-
ciplined paflions which his fituation might
naturally infpire ; but whogoverns his whole
behaviour and condu& according to thofe
reftrained and corre&ted emotions which the
great inmate, the great demi-god within the
breaft prefcribes and approves of ; is alone
the real man of virtue, the only real and
proper objet of love, refpe&, and admira-
tion. Infenfibility and that noble firmnefs,
thatexalted felf~command,which is founded
in the fenfe of dignity and propriety, are fo
far from being altogether the fame, that in
proportion as the former takes place, the
merit of the latter is, in many cafes, entirely
taken away.

But though the total want of fenfibility
to perfonal injury, to perfonal danger and
diftrefs, would, in fuch fituations, take away
the whole merit of {clf~command, that fen-

fibility,
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fibility, however, may very eafily be too
exquifite, and it frequently is fo. When
the fenfe of propriety, when the authority
of the judge within the breaft, can control
this extreme fenfibility, that authority muft
no doubt appear very noble and very great.
But the exertion of it may be too fatiguing;
it may have too much to do. The indi-
vidual, by a great effort, may behave per-
fely well. But the conteft between the
two principles, the warfare within the breaft,
may be too violent to be at all confiftent
with internal tranquillity and happinefs.
The wife man whom Nature has endowed.
with this too exquifite fenfibility, and whofe
~ too lively feelings have not been fufficiently
blunted and hardened by early education
and proper exercife, will avoid, as much as
duty and propriety will permit, the fitua-
tions for which he is not perfeitly fitted.
The man whofe feeble and delicate confti-
tution renders him too fenfible to pain, to
hardfhip, and to every fort of bodily dif~
trefs, thould not wantonly embrace the pro-

feflion. of a foldier. The man of too much
fenfi-
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fenfibility to injury, fhould not rafhly en-
gage in the contefts of fa&ion. Though
the fenfe of propriety fhould be ftrong
enough to command all thofe fenfibilities,
the compofure of the mind muft always be
difturbed in the ftruggle. In this diforder
the judgment cannot always maintain its
ordinary acutenefs and precifion; and
though he may always mean to a& proper-
ly, he may often a& rafhly and impru-
dently, and in a manner which he himfelf
will, in the fucceeding part of his life, be
for ever athamed of. A certain intrepidity,

- a certain firmnels of nerves and hardinefs

of conftitution, whether natural or acquired,
are undoubtedly the beft preparatives for all
the great exertions of felf-command:

Though war and fa&ticn are certainly
the beft fchools for forming every man to
this hardinefs and firmnefs of temper,
though they are the beft remedies for
curing him of the oppofite weaknefles, yet,
if the day of trial fhould happen to
come before he has completely learned his

leflon,
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leflon, before the remedy has had time to
produce its proper effe, the confequences
might not be agreeable.

Our fenfibility to the pleafures, to the
amufements and enjoyments of human
life, may offend, in the fame manner,
either by its excefs or by its defed. Of
the two, however, the excefs feems lefs
difagreeable than the defe&. Both to the
fpetator and to the perfon principally con-
cerned, a ftrong propenfity to joy is cer-
tainly more pleafing than a dull infenfibi-
lity to the objeéts of amufement and diver-
fion. We are charmed with the gaiety of
youth, and even with the playfulnefs of
childhood : but we foon grow weary of
the flat and taftelefs gravity which too fre-
quently accompanies old age. When this
propeufity, indeed, is not reftrained by the
fenfe of propriety, when it is unfuitable to
the time or to the place, to the age or to the
fituation of the perfon, when, to indulge it,
he negleis ecither his intereft or his duty ;

it is juftly blamed as exceflive, and as hurt-
' ful
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ful both to the individual and to the fociety.
In the greater part of fuch cafes, however,
what is chiefly to be found fault with is,
not fo much the ftrength of the propenfity
to joy, as the weaknefs of the fenfe of pro-
priety and duty. A young man who has
no relith for the diverfions and amufements
that are natural and fuitable to his age, who
talks of nothing but his book or his bufinefs,
is difliked as formal and pedantic; and we
give him no credit for his abftinence even
from improper indulgences, to which he
feems to have fo little inclination. '

The principle of felf-eftimation may be
too high, and it may likewife be too low.
It is fo very agreeable to think highly, and
fo very difagreeable to think meanly of our~
* felves, that, to the perfon himfelf, it can-
not well be doubted, but that fome degree
of excefs muft be much lefs difagreeable
than any degree of defect. But to the im-
partial fpetator, it may perhaps be thought,
things muft appear quite differently, and

that to him, the defe® muft always be lefs
difa-
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‘greeable than the excefs. And in our com-
panions, no doubt, we much meore fre-
quently complain of the latter than of the
former. When they aflume upon us, or.
fet themfelves before us, their felf-eftima-
tion mortifies our own. Our own pride
and vanity prompt us to accufe them of
pride and vanity, and we ceafe to be the
impartial {petators of their condu&. When
the fame companions, however, {fuffer
any other man to aflume over them a fu-
periority which does not belong to him,
we not only blame them, but often defpife
them as mean-fpirited. 'When, on the con-
trary, among other people, they puth
themfelves a little more forward, and
fcramble to an elevation difproportioned,
as we think, to their merit, though we may
not perfectly approve of their condu&®, we
- are often, upon the whole, diverted with
it; and, where there is no envy in' the
cafe, we are almoft always much lefs dif-
pleafed with them, than we fhould have -
~ been, had they fuffered themfelves to fink
below their proper ftation.

VoL, I, L In
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In eftimating our own merit, in judging
of our own chara&er and condu&, there -
are two different ftandards to which we
naturally compare them. The one is the
idea of exact propriety and perfe@ion, fo
far as we are each of us capable of compre-
hending that idea. The other is that de=-
gree of approximation to this idea which is
commonly attained in the world, and which
the greater part of our friends and com-
panions, of our rivals and competitors, may
have altually arrived at. 'We very feldom
(I am difpofed to think, we never) attempt
to judge of ourfelves without giving more
or lefs attention to both thefe different
ftandards. But the attention of different
men, and even of the fame man at.differ-
ent times, is often very unequally divided
between them; and is fometimes prin-
cipally direted towards the one, and
fometimes towards the other.

So far as our attention is direted to-
wards the firft ftandard, the wifeft and beft
of us all, can, in his own charalter and

: - con=
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condu&, fee nothing but weaknefs and im-
- perfe&tion ; can difcover no ground for
arrogance and prefumption, but a great
deal for humility, regret, and repentance.
So far as our attention is direted towards
the fecond, we may be affected either in
the one way or in the other, and feel our-
felves, either really above, or really below,
the ftandard to which we compare ourfelves.

The wile and ¥irtuous man dire&ts his
principal attention to the firft ftandard;
the idea of exa& propriety and perfeGtion.
There exifts in the mind of every man, an
idea of this kind, gradually formed from
his obfervations upon the chara&er and
condu& both of himfelf and of other peo-
ple. It is the flow, gradual, and progref-
five work of the great demigod within the
breaft, the great judge and arbiter of con-
du@. This idea is in every man more or
lefs accurately drawn, its colouring is more
or lefs juft, its outlines are more or lefs ex~-
aQlly defigned, according to the delicacy
and acutenefs of that fenfibility, with
which thofe obfervations were made, and
L2 accord-
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according to the care and attention employ-
ed in making them. In the wife and vir-
tuous man they have been made with the
moft acute and delicate fenfibility, and the
utmoft care and attention have been em-
ployed in making them. Every day fome
feature is improved; every day. fome
blemifh is correted. He has ftudied this
idea more than other people, he compre-
hends it more diftinély, he has formed a
much more corret image of it, and is
much more deeply enamoured of its ex=
quifite and divine beauty. He endeavours
as well as he can, to affimilate his own
charaCter to this archetype of perfection.
But he imitates the work of a divine artift,
which can never be equalled. He feels
the imperfect fuccefs of all his beft endea-
_vours, and fees, with grief and affli&ion,
in how many different features the mortal
copy falls fthort of the immortal original.
He remembers, with concern and humili-
ation, how often, from want of attention,
from want of judgment,from want of temper,
he has, both in words and a&ions, both in
conduct and converfation, violated the exat

rules
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rules of perfe& propriety; and has fo far de-
parted from that model, according to which
he wifhed to fathion his own chara&er and
condu&. When he dire&s his attention
towards the fecond ftandard, indeed, that
degree of excellence which hi$ friends and
acquaintances have commonly arrived at,
he may be fenfible of his own fuperiority.
But, as his principal attention is always
direed towards the firft ftandard, he is
neceflarily much more humbled by the one
comparifon, than he ever can be elevated by
the other. He is never fo elated as to look
down with infolence even upon thofe who
are really below him. He feels fo well his
own imperfection, he knows fo well the

difficulty with which he attained his own

diftant approximation to retitude, that he

cannot regard with contempt the flill great- -
er imperfe@ion of other people. Far from

infulting over their inferiority, he views it
with the moft indulgent commiferation,
and, by his advice as well as example, is
at all times willing to promote their further
advancement. If, in any particular quali-
fication, they happen to be fuperior to him

L3 - (for
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(for who is fo perfe&t as not to have many
fuperiors in many different qualifications ?),
far from envying their fuperiority, he,
who knows how difficult it is to excel,
efteems and honours their excellence, and
never fails to beflow upon it the full
meafure of applaufe which it deferves. His
whole mind, in fhort, is deeply imprefled,
his whole behaviour and deportment are
diftinétly ftamped with the charader of
real modefty; with that of a very moderate
eftimation of his own merit, and, at the
fame time, of a full fenfe of the merit of
other people. .

In all the liberal and ingenious arts, in
painting, in poetry, in mufic, in eloquence,
in philofophy, the great artift feels always
the real imperfection of his own beft works,
and is more fenfible than any man how
much they fall thort of that ideal perfeGtion
of which he has formed fome conception,
which he imitates as well as he can, but
which he defpairs of ever equalling. Itis
the inferior artift only, who is ever perfe@t-
ly fatisfied with his own performances.

He
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‘He has little conception of this ideal per-
feQtion, about which he has little employ-
ed his thoughts; and it is chiefly to the
works of other artifts, of, perhaps, a flill
lower order, that ‘he deigns to compare
his own works. Boileau, the great French
poet (in fome of his works, perhaps not
inferior to the greateft poet of the fame
kind, either ancient or modern), ufed to fay,
that no great man was ever completely
fatisfied with his own works. His ac-
quaintance Santeuil (a writer of Latin
werfes,” and who, on account of that fchool-
boy accomplithment, had the weaknefs to
fancy himfelf a poet), affured him, that he
himfelf was always completely fatisfied with
bis own, Boileau replied, with, perhaps,
an arch ambiguity, That he certainly was
the ‘only great man that ever was fo.
Boileau, in judging of his own works,
compared them with the ftandard of ideal
perfetion, which, in his own particular
branch of the poetic art, he had, I prefume,
meditated as deeply, and conceived as dif-
tinétly, as it is poflible for man to conceive
it.  Santeuil, in judging of bis own works,
' L4 . com-
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compared them, I fuppofe, chiefly to thofe
“of the other Latin poets of his own time, ta
the greater part of whom he was certainly
very far from being inferior. But to fup-
port and finifh off, if I may fay fo, the
condu& and converfation of a whole life to
fome refemblance of this ideal perfeion,
is furely much more difficult than to work
up to an equal refemblance any of the pro-
ductions of any of the ingenious arts. The
artift fits down to his work undifturbed,
at leifure, in the full pofleflion and recol-
letion of all his fkill, experience, and
knowledge. The wife man muft fupport
the propiiety of his own conduc in health
and in ficknefs, in fuccefs and in difappoint~
_ ment, in the hour of fatigue and drowfy
indolence, as well as in that of the moft
awakened attention. The moft {udden
and unexpedled aflaults of difficulty and
diftrefs muft never furprife him. The in«
juftice of other people muft never provoke
him to injuftice. The violence of facion
muft never confound him. . All the hard-
thips and hazards of war muft never either
difhearten ar appal him, ,
Oof
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Of the perfons who, in eftimating their
own merit, in judging of their own cha-
racter and condu&, dire&t by far the
greater part of their attention to the fecond
ftandard, to that ordinary degree of excel-
lence which is commionly attained by other
people, there are fome who really and
juftly feel themfelves very much above it,
and who, by every intelligent and impartial
fpeQator, are acknowledged to be fo.
The attention of fuch perfons, however,
being always principally direfted, not to
the ftandard of ideal, but to that of ordinary
perfetion, they have little fenfe of their
own weaknefles and imperfections; they
have little modefty; are often afluming,
arrogant, and prefumptuous; great admirers
of themfelves,and great contemners of other
people. Though their charalters are in
general much lefs corre&, and their merit
much inferior to that of the man of real
and modeft virtue; yet their exceflive pre-
fumption, founded upon their own excef<
five felf-admiration, dazzles the multitude,
and often impofes even upon thofe who are
much fuperior to the multitude. The fre-

quent,
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quent, and often wonderful, fuccefs of the
“moft ignorant quacks and impoftors, both
civil and religious, fufficiently demonfirate -
how eafily the multitude are impofed upon
by the moft extravagant and groundlefs
pretenfions. But when thofe pretenfions
are fupported by a very high degree of
real and folid merit, when they are dif-
played with all the fplendour which often~
tation can beftow upon them, when they
are f{upported by high rank and great power,
when they have often been fuccefsfully ex-
erted, and are, upon that account, attend-
ed by the loud acclamations of the multi-
tude; even the man of fober judgment
often abandons himfelf to the general ad-
- miration. The very noife of thofe foolith
acclamations often contributes to confound
his underftanding, and while he fees thofe
great men only at a certain diftance, he is
‘often difpofed to worfhip them with a fin-
cere admiration, fuperior even to that with
which they appear to worfhip themfelves.
When there is no envy in the cafe, we all
take pleafure in admiring, and are, upon
that account, naturally difpefed, in our
own
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own fancies, to render complete and per=
fe& in every refpe& the characters which,
in many refpeis, are fo very worthy of
admiration. - The exceflive felf-admiration
~ of thofe great men is well underftood, per~
haps, and even feen through, with fome
degree of derifion, by thofe wife men who
are much in their familiarity, and who
fecretly {mile at thofe lofty pretenfions,
which, by people at a diftance, are often
regarded with reverence, and almoft with
adoration. Such, however, have been,
in all ages, the greater part of thofe men
who have procured to themfelves the moft
noify fame, the moft extenfive reputation;
a fame and reputation, too, which have
often defcended to the remoteft pofterity.

Great fuccefs in the world, great authori-
ty over the fentiments and opinions of
mankind, have very feldom been acquired
without fome degree of this exceffive felf-
admiration. ‘The moft fplendid charaQers,
the men who have performed the moft il-
luftrious a@ions, who have brought about
the greateft revolutions, both in the fitu-

. ations
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ations and opinions of mankind; the moft
fuccefsful warriors, the greateft ftatefmen
and legiflators, the eloquent founders and
leaders of the moft numerous and moft fuc-
cefsful feéts and parties; have many of
them been, not more diftinguifhed for their
very great merit, than for a degree of pre-
- fumption and felf-admiration altogether dif-
proportioned even to that very great merit,
This prefumption was, perhaps, neceflary,
" not only to prompt them to undertakings
which a more fober mind would never have
thought of, but to command the fubmiffion
and obedience of their followers to fupport
them in fuch undertakings. When crown-
-ed with fuccefs, accordingly, this prefump-
tion has often betrayed them into a vanity
that approached almoft to infanity and fol-
ly. Alexander the Great appears, not only
to have wifhed that other people fhould
think him a God, but to have been at leaft
very well difpofed to fancy himfelf fuch.

Upon his death-bed, the moft ungodlike of
all fituations, he requefted of his friends
that, to the refpectable lift of Deities, into

which himfelf had long before been inferted,
his
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his old mother Olympia might likewife
have the honour of being added. Amidft
the refpe&tful admiration of his followers
and difciples, amidft the univerfal applaufe
of the public, after the.oracle, which pro-
bably had followed the vcice of that ap-
plaufe, had pronounced him the wifeft of
men, the great wif{dom of Socrates, though
it did not fuffer him to fancy himfelf a
God, yet was not great enough to hinder
him from fancying that he had fecret and
frequent intimations from fome invifible
and divine Being. The found head of
Cafar was not fo perfettly found as to hin-
der him from being much pleafed with his
divine genealogy from the goddefs Venus;
and, before the temple of this pretended
great-grandmother, to receive, without
rifing from his feat, the Roman Senate,
when that illuftrious body came to prefent
him with fome decrees conferring upon him
the moft extravagant honours. This in-
folence, joined to fome other a&ts of. an al-
moft childith vanity, little to be expetted
from an underftanding at once fo very acute
and comprehenfive, feems, by exafperating

the
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the public jealoufy, to have emboldened
his aflaffins, and to have haftened the exe-
cution of their confpiracy. The religion
and manners of modern times give our
great men little encouragement to fancy
themlelves either Gods or even Prophets.
Succefs, however, joined to great popular
favour, has often fo far turned the heads of
the greateft of them, as to make them
afcribe to themfelves both an importance
and an ability much beyond what they
really poflefled; and, by this prefumption,
to precipitate themfelves into many rafh
and fometimes ruinous adventures. It is
a chara&eriftic almoft peculiar to the great
Duke of Marlborough, that ten years of
fuch uninterrupted and fuch fplendid fuccefs
as {carce any other general could boaft of,
never betrayed him into a fingle rath action,
fcarce into a fingle rath word or expreflion.
The fame temperate coolnefs and felf-com-
mand cannot, I think, be afcribed to any
other great warrior of later times; not to
Prince Eugene, not to the late King of
Pruflia, not to the great Prince of Conde,
not even to Guftavus Adolphus. Turrenne

feems
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feems to have approached the neareft to it ;
but feveral different tranfa&ions of his life
fufficiently demonftrate that it was in him
by no means fo perfet as in the great Duke
of Marlborough.

In the humble projes of private life,
as well as in the ambitious and proud pur-
fuits of high ftations, great abilities and fuc-
cefsful enterprife, in the beginning, have
frequently encouraged toundertakings which
neceflarily led to bankruptcy and ruin in the
end.

The efteem and admiration which every
impartial fpeGator conceives for the real
merit of thofe fpirited, magnanimous, and
high-minded perfons,as itis a juftand well=
founded fentiment, fo it is a fteady and
permanent one, and altogether independent
of their good or bad fortune. It is other-
wife with that admiration which he is apt
to conceive for their exceflive felf-eftima-
tion and prefumption. 'While they are fuc- -
cefsful, indeed, he is often perfe@ly con-'
quered and overborne by them. Succefs

10 covers
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covers from his eyes, not only the great
imprudence, but frequently the great in-
juftice of their enterprifes ; and, far from
blaming this defetive part of their charac~
ter, he often views it with the moft enthu-
- fiaftic admiration. When they are unfor-
tunate, however, things change their co-
lours and their names. What was before
heroic magnanimity, refumes its proper ap-
- pellation of extravagant rafhnefs and folly ;
and the blacknefs of that avidity ard injuf-
- tice, which was before hid under the {plen-
dour of profperity, comes full into view, and
blots the whole luftre of their enterprife.
 Had Cefar, inftead of gaining, loft the bat-
tle of Pharfalia, his character would, at this
hour, have ranked a little above that of Ca-
tiline, and the weakeft man would have
viewed his enterprife againft the laws of
his- country in blacker’ colours, than, per-
haps even Cato, with all the animofity of a
party-man, ever viewed it at the time. His
real merit, the juftnefs of his tafte, the fim-
plicity and elegance of his writings, the pro-
friety of his eloquence, his fkill in war, his
efources in diftrefs, his cool and fedate
.5 judgment
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judgment in danger, his faithful attachment
to his friends, his unexampled generofity to
his enemies, would all have been acknow-
ledged ; as the real merit of Catiline, who
had many great qualities, is acknowledged
at this day. But the infolence and injuftice
of - his all-grafping ambition would have
darkened and extinguifhed the glory of
all that real merit. Fortune has in this, as
well as in fome other refpets already men-
tioned, great influenceover the moral fenti~
ments of mankind, and, according as.fhe is
either favourable or adverfe, can render the -
~ fame chara&er the obje&, either of general
love and admiration, or of univerfal hatred
and contempt. This great diforder in our
~moral fentiments is by no means, however,
without its utility ; and we may on this, as
well as on many other occafions, admire the
wifdom of God even in the weaknefs and
folly of man. Our admiration of fuccefs is
founded upon the fame principle with our
refpe@ for wealth and greatnefs, and is
equally neceffary for eftablithing the diftinc-
tion of ranks and the order of fociety. By
this admiration of fuccefs we are taught
VOL. I, M v to
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to fubmit more eafily to thofe fuperiors,

whom the courfe of human affairs may af-

fign to us; to regard with reverence, and

fometimes even with a” fort of refpe@ful
. affeétion, that fortunate violence which we
ear no longer capable of refifting ; notonly
the violence of fuch fplendid characters as
thofe of a Cefar or an Alexander, but often
that of the moft brutal and favage barba-
rians, of an Attila, a Gengis, or a Tamer-
lane. To all fuch mighty conquerors the
great mob of mankind are naturally difpofed
to look up with a wondering, though, no
doubt, with a very weak and foolith admi-
" ration. By this admiration, however, they
are taught to acquiefce with lefs relutance
under that government which an irrefiftible
force impofes upon them, and from which
no relu@ance could deliver them. . :

Though in profperity, however, the man
- of exceflive felf-eftimation may fometimes.
appear to have fome advantage | over the man
of corre& and modeft virtue ; though the
applaufe of the multitude, and of thofe who

fee them both only at a diftance, is often
much
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much louder in favour of the one than it
ever is in favour of the other ; yet, all things
fairly computed, the real balance of advan-
tage is, perhaps in all cafes, greatly in fa-
vour of the latter and againft the former.
The man who neither afcribes to himfelf,
nor wifhes that other people thould afcribe

to him, any other merit befides that which

really belongs to him, fears no humiliation,

dreads no dete&ion ; but refts contented and

fecure upon the genuinetruth and folidity of

-hisown charaéter.-His admirers may neither
be very numerous nor very loud in their

applaufes ; but the wifeft man who fees him

the neareft and who knows him the bett,

admires him the moft. To a real wife man

the judicious and well-weighed approbation

of a fingle wife man, gives more heartfelt

fatisfation than all the noify applaufes of

ten thoufand ignorant though enthufiaftic

admirers. He may fay with Parmenides,

who, upon reading a philofophical difcourfe

before a public affembly at Athens, and ob-

ferving, that, except Plato, the whole com-

'pany had left him, continued, notwithftand-
M 2 o ing,
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ing, to read on, and faid that Plato alone
was audience fufficient for him.

It is otherwife with the man of exceflive
felf-eltimation. 'The wife men who fee
him the neareft, admire him the leaft.
Amidft the intoxication of profperity, their
fober and juft efteem falls {o far fhort of the
extravagance of his own felf-admiration,
that he regards it as mere malignity and
envy. He fufpe&s his belt friends.  Their
company becomes offenfive to him. He
drives them from his prefence, and- often
rewards their fervices, not only with ingra-
titude, but with cruelty and injuftice. He
abandons his confidence to flatterers and
traitors, who pretend to idolize his vanity
- and prefumption; and that charaGer which
in the beginning, though in fome refpeQs
defeGtive, was, upon whole, both amiable
and refpe&able, becomes contemptible and
~odious in thecnd.  Amidft the intoxication
of profperity, Alexander killed Clytus, for
having preferred the exploits of his fa-
ther Philip to his own; put Califthenes to
death in torture, for having refufed to adore

him
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him in the Perian manner; and murdered
the great friend of his father, the venerable
Parmenio, after having, upon the moft
groundlefs fufpicions, fent firft to the tor-
ture and afterwards to the fcaffold the only
remaining fon of that ¢ld man, the reft hav-
ing all before died in his own fervice. This
was that Parmenio of whom Philip ufed to
fay, that the Athenians were very fortunate
who could find ten generals every year,
while he himfelf, in the whole courfe of
his life, could never find one but Parmenio.
It was upon the vigilance and attention of
this Parmenio that he repofed at all times
with confidence and fecurity, and, in his
hours of mirth and jollity, ufed to fay, Let
us drink, my friends, we may do it with
fafety, for Parmenio never drinks. It was
this fame Parmenio, with whofe prefence
and counfel, it had been faid, Alexander
had gained all his vi€tories; and without
whofe prefence and counfel, he had never
gained a fingle victory. 'The humble, ad-
miring, and flattering friends, whom Alex~
ander left in power and authotity behind
him, divided his empire among themfelves,

' M 3 and
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and after having thus robbed his family and
kindred of their inheritance, put, one after
another, every fingle furviving individual
of them, whether male or female, to death.

We frequently, not only pardon, but
thoroughly enter into and fympathize with
the exceflive felf-eftimation of thofe fplen~
did characters in which we obferve a great
and diftinguifhed - fuperiority above the
common level of mankind. We call them
fpirited, magnanimous, and high-minded ;
words which all involve in their meaning
a confiderable degree of praife and admira-
tion. But we cannot enter into and fym-
pathize with the exceflive felf-eftimation of
thofe chara&ers in which we can difcern
no fuch diftinguithed fuperiority, We are
difgufted and revolted by it; and it is
with fome difficulty that we can either par-
don or {uffer it. 'We call it pride or va-
nity ; two words, of which the latter al-
ways, and the former for the moft part, in-
volve in their meaning a confiderable de-
gree of blame. '

Thofe




Se&. III. ;j' VIRTUE 169

Thofe two vices, however, though re-
fembling, in fome refpeéts, as being both
modifications of exceffive felf-eftimation,
. are yet, in many refpeits, very dxﬁ'erent
from one another.

The proud .man is fincere, and, in the
bottom of his heart, is convinced of his own
fuperiority ; though it may fometimes be
difficult to guefs upon what that conviction
is founded. He wifthes you to view him
in no other light than that in which, when
he places himfelf in your fituation, he
really views himfelf. He demands no more
of you than, what he thinks, juftice. If
you appear not to refpe& him as he refpects
himf{elf, he is more offended than mortified,
and feels the fame indignant refentment as
if he had fuffered a real injury. He does
not even then, however, deign to explain
the grounds of his own pretenfions. He
difdains to court your efteem. He affe&s
- even to defpife it, and endeavours to main~
tain his aflumed ftation, not fo much by
" making you fenfible of his fuperiority, as of
your own meannefs. He feems to wifh,

M 4 not
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not fo much to excite your efteem for bim-
Jelf, as to mortify that for yourfelf.

The vain man is not fincere, and, in the
bottom of his heart, is very feldom convinced
of that fuperiority which he wifhes you to
afcribe to him. He wifhes you to viewhim
in muchmore {plendidcolours than thofe in
which, when he places himfelf in your fitu-
ation, and fuppofes you to know all that he
knows, he can really view himfelf. When
you appear toview him, therefore, in different
colours, perhaps in his proper colours, he is
much more mortified than offended. The
grounds of his claimto that character which
he wifhes youtoafcribe to him, he takesevery
opportunity of difplaying, both by the moft
oftentatiousand unneceflary exhibition of the
good qualities and accomplifhments which
he pofleffes in fome tolerable degree, and
fometimes even by falfe pretenfions to thofe
" which he either poffefles in no degree, or
in fo very flender a degree that he may
well enough be faid to poflefs them in no
.degree. Far from defpifing your efteem,
he courts .it with the moft anxious affi-
.duity. Far from wifhing to mortify your

: felf-
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. {elf-eftimation, he is. happy to cherifh it,
in hopes that in return you will cherifh his
own. He flatters in order to be flattered.
He ftudies to pleale, and endeavours to
bribe you into a -good opinion of him by
- politenefs and complaifance, and fometimes
even by real and eflential good offices,
though often difplayed, perhaps, with un- -
neceflary oftentation.

The vain man fees the refpe which’is
‘paid to rank and fortune, and withes to
ufurp this refpe, as well as that for ta-
lents and virtues.- His drefs, his equipage,
his way of living, accordingly, all announce
both a higher rank and a greater fortune
than really belong to him ; and in order to
fupport this- foolith impofition for a few
years in the beginning of his life, he often
reduces himfelf to poverty and diftrefs long
before the end of it. As long as he can
continue his expence, however, his vanity
is delighted with viewing himfelf, not in
the light in which you would view him if
you knew all that he knows; but in that
in which, he imagines, he has, by his own
addrefs, induced you actually to view him, -
' 4 (03
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Of all the illufions of vanity this is, perhaps,
the moft common. Obfcure ftrangers who
wifitforeigncountries, or who, from a remote
province, come to vifit, for a thort time, the
capital of their own country, moft frequently
attempt to practife it. The folly of the at-
tempt, though always very great and moft
unworthy of a man of fenfe, may not be
altogether fo great upon fuch as upon moft
other occafions. If their ftay is fhort, they
‘they may efcape any difgraceful deteion ;
and, after indulging their vanity for a few
months or a few years, they may return to
their own homes, and repair, by future par-
- {fimony, the wafte of their paft profufion,

The proud man ean very feldom be ac~
cufed of this folly. His fenfe of his own
dignity renders him careful to preferve his
independency, and, when his fortune hap-
pens not to be large, though he withes to be
decent, he ftudies to be frugal and attentive
in all his expences. The oftentatious ex-
pence of the vain man is highly offenfive to
him. It outihines, pethaps, his own., It
provokes his indignation as an infolent af-
’ 5 {umption
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fumption of a rank which is by no means

due; and he never talks of it'without load-
ing it with the harfheft and fevereft re-
proaches.

The proud man does not always feel him+
{elf at his eafe in the company of his equals, -
and ftill lefs in that of his fuperiors. He
cannot lay down his lofty pretenfions, and
the countenance and converfation of fuch
company overawe him fo much that he
dare not difplay them. He has recourfe to
humbler company, for which he has little
" refpe&, which he would not willingly chufe,
and which is by no means agreeableto him ;
that of hisinferiors, hisflatterers,and depend-
ants. He feldom vifits his fuperiors, or, if
he does,. it is rather to fhow that he is en-

- titled to livein fuch company, than for any
real fatisfattion that he enjoys in it. Itis
"as Lord Clarendon fays of the Earl of
Arundel, that he fometimes went to court,
becaufe he could there only find a greater
man than himfelf; but that he went very
feldom, becaufe he found there a greater

man than himfelf,
It
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It is quite otherwife with the vain man..
He courts the company of his fuperiors as
much as the proud man fhuns it. Their
{plendour, he feems to think, reflets a
fplendour upon thofe who are much about
them. He haunts the courts of kings
and the levees of minifters, and gives him-
felf the air of being a candidate for fortune
" and preferment, when in reality he poflefles
the much more precicus happinefs, if he
knew how to cnjoy it, of not being one.
He is fond of being admitted to .the tables
of the great, and ftill more fond of magni-
fying to other people the familiarity with
which he is honoured there.  He aflociates
himfelf, as much as he can, with fathion-
able people, with thofe who are fuppofed
to dire@ the public opinion, with the witty,
with the learned, with the popular; and
he thuns the company of his beft friends
whenever the very uncertain current of
publie favour happens to run in any refpet
againft them. With the people to whom
he wifhes to recommend himfelf, he is not
always very delicate about the means which -
. he employs for that purpofe ; unneceflary
often-
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oftentation, groundlefs pretenfions, con-
ftant aflentation, frequently flattery, though
for the moft part a pleafant and a fprightly
flattery, and very feldom the "grofs and
fulfome flattery of a parafite. The proud
man, on the contrary, never flatters, and
is frequently {carce civil to any body.

Notwithftanding all its groundlefs pre-
tenfions, however, vanity is almoft always
a {prightly and a gay, and very often a
good-natured paffion. Pride is always a
grave, a fullen, and a fevere one. Even
the falfehoods of the vain man are all in-
nocent falfehoods, meant to raife himfelf,
not to lower other people. . To do the
proud man juftice, he very feldom ftoops
to the bafenefs of falfehood. When he
does, however, his falfehoods are by no
means {o innocent.- They are all mif-
chievous, and meant to lower other people.
He is full of indignation at the unjuft fu-
periority, as he thinks it, which is given
to them. - He views them with malignity
‘and envy, and, in talking of them, often
endeavours, as much as he can, to ex~

N tenuate’

~
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tenuate and leflen whatever are the grounds
upon which their fuperiority is fuppofed to
be founded. Whatever tales are circulated
to their difadvantage, though he feldom
forges them himfelf, yet he often takes
pleafure in believing them, is by no means
unwilling to repeat them, and even fome-
times with fome degree of exaggeration.
The worft falfehoods of vanity are all what
we call white lies: thofe of pride, when-
ever it condefcends to falfehood, are all of
the oppofite complexion.

Our diflike to pride and vanity generally

- difpofes us to rank the perfons whom we

accufe of thofe vices rather below than
above the common level. In this judgment,
however, I think, we are moft frequently
in' the wrong, and that both the proud and
the vain man are often (perhaps for the
moft part) a good deal above it; though
not near fo much as either the one really
thinks himfelf, or as the other wifhes you
to think him. If we compare them with
their own pretenfions, they may appear the
juft objeéts of contempt. ~ But when we

com=
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compare them with what the greater part
of their rivals and competitors really are,
they may appear quite otherwife, and very
much above the common level. Where
_ there is this real fuperiority, pride is fre-
quently attended with many refpeGtable
virtues; with truth, with integrity, with a -
high fenfe of honour, with cordial and
fteady friendfhip, with the moft inflexible
firmnefs and refolution.  Vanity, with
many amiable ones; with humanity, with
politenefs, with a defire to oblige in all
little matters, and fometimes with a real
generofity in great ones; a generofity,
however, which it often wifthes to difplay
in the moft fplendid colours that it can. By
their rivals and enemies, the French, in
the laft century, were accufed of vanity;
the Spaniatds, of pride; and foreign nations
were difpofed to confider the one as the
more amiable ; the other, as the more re-
fpetable people. ‘

The words wain and wanity are never
taken in a good fenfe. 'We fometimes
fay of a man, when we are talking of him

~ in
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in good humour, that he is the better for
his vanity, or that his vanity is more di~
verting than offenfive; but we ftill con-
fider it as a foible and a ridicule in his
charaller.

The words pioud and pride, on the con-
trary, arc fometimes taken in a good fenfc.
We frequently fay of a man, that he is too
proud, or that he has too much noble
pride, ever to {uffer himfelf to do a mean
thing. Pride is, ‘in this cafe, confounded
with magnanimity. Ariftotle, a philofopher
who certainly knew the world, in drawing the
chara&er of the magnanimous man, paints
him with many features which, in the two
laft centuries, were commonly afcribed tothe
Spanifh charatter: that he was deliberate in
all his refolutions ; flow, and even tardy, in
all his a&tions; that his voice was grave, his
fpeech deliberate, his ftep and motion flow;
that he appeared indclent and even flothful,
not at all difpofed to buftle about little
matters, but to a& with the moft deter-
mined and vigorous refolution upon all

great and illuftrious occafions; that he was
' not
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not a lover of danger, or forward to ex=
pofe himfelf to little dangers, but to great
dangers; and that, when he expofed him-

felf to danger, he was altogether regardlefs
of his life.

The proud man is commonly too well
contented with himfelf to think that his
chara@ter requires any amendment. The
man who feels himfelf all-perfe&, natural-
ly enough defpifes all further improves
ment. His felf-fufficiency and abfurd con+
ceit of his own fuperiority, commonly at«
tend him from his youth to his moft ad-
vanced age; and he dies, as Hamlet fays,
with all his fins upon his head, unanointed,
unanealed.

It is frequently quite otberw1fe with the
* vain man. The defire of the efteem and
admiration of other people, when for quali-
ties and talents which are the natural and
proper obje&ts of efteem and admiration,
is the real love of true glory; a paffion
which, if not the very beft paffion of
“human nature, is certainly one of the beft.

VOL. I1. N ' Vanity

o
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Vanity is very frequently no more than an
attempt prematurely to ufurp that glory be-
fore it is due. Though your fon, under
five-and-twenty years of age, thould be but
a coxcomb; do not, upon that account,
defpair of his becoming, before he is forty,
a very wife and worthy man, and a real
proficient in all thofe talents and virtues to
which, at prefent, he may only be an
oftentatious and empty pretender. The
great fecret of education is to dire@ vanity
to proper obje@s. Never fuffer him to
value himfelf upon trivial accomplifhments.
But do not always difcourage his pretenfions
to thofe that are of real importance. He
would not pretend to them if he did not
earneftly defire to poffefs them. Encourage
this defire; afford him every means to
facilitate the acquifition; and do not take
too much offence, although he fhould fome~
times aflume the air of having attained
it a little before the time.

Such, Ifay, are the diftinguifhing cha-
ra&eriftics of pride and vanity, when each

of them a&s according to its proper charac-
ter.
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ter. But the proud man is often vain; and

the vain man is often proud. Nothing can
be more natural than'that the man, who

thinks much more highly of himfelf than

he deferves, fhould wifh that other people
thould think ftill more highly of him: or
that the man, who wifhes that other people .
thould think more highly of him than he

thinks of himfelf, fhould, at the {fame time,

think much more highly of himfelf than he

deferves. Thofe two vices being frequent-

ly blended in the fame charater, the cha-

ra&eriftics of both are neceflarily confound«

ed; and we fometimes find the fuperficial

and impertinent oftentation of vanity join=-

ed to the moft malignant and derifive info=-

lence of pride. We are fometimes, upon

that account, at a lofs how to rank a par-

ticular charalter, or whether to place it

among the proud or among the vain.

Men ' of meyit confiderably above the
common level, {fometimes under-rate as
well as over-rate themfelves. Such charac-
. ters, though not very dignified, are often,
in private fociety, far from being difagree-

N 2 able.
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able. His companions all feel themfelves
much at their eafe in the fociety of a man
fo perfedtly modeft and unafluming. If
thofe companions, however, have not both
more difcernment and more generofity
than ordinary, though they may have
fome kindnefs for him, they have feldom
much refpect; and the warmth of their
kindnefs is very feldom fuflicient to comy-
- penfate the coldnefs of their refpe@. Men
of no more than ordinary difcernment never
rate any perfon higher than he appears to
rate himfelf. He feems doubtful himfelf,
they fay, whether he is perfe@ly fit for
{uch a fituation or {fuch an office; and im-
mediately give the preference to fome im-
pudent blockhead who cntertains no doubt
about his own qualifications.  Though
they thould have difcernment, yet, if they
want gencrofity, they never fail to take
advantage of his fimplicity, and to affume
over him an impertinent fuperiority which
they are by no means entitled to. His
good-nature may enable him to bear this for
fome time; but he grows weary at laff,
and frequently when it is too late, and

when
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when that rank, which he ought to have
aflumed, isloftirrecoverably, and ufurped, in
confequence of his own backwardnefs, by
fome of his more forward, though much
lefs meritorious companions. - A man of
this charaGter muft have been very fortu
nate in the early choice of his companions,
if, in going through the world, he meets
always with fair juftice, even from thofe
- whom, from his own paft kindnefs, he
might have fome reafon to confider as his
beft friends; 'and a youth, too unaflumin
and too unambitious, is frequently followeg‘
by an infignificant, complaining, and difs
contented old age.

Thofe unfortunate perfons whom nature
has formed a good deal below the common
level, feem fometimes to rate themfelves
fill more below it than they really are.
This humility appears fometimes to fink
them into idiotifm. Whoever has taken
the trouble to examine idiots with attention,
will find that, in' many of them, the facul-
ties of the underftanding are by no means
weaker than'in feveral other people, who,

N3 , though
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though acknowledged to be dull and ftupid,

are not, by any body, accounted idiots.

Many idiots, with no more than ordinary

education, have been taught to read, write,

and account tolerably well. Many perfons,

“never accounted idiots, notwithftanding the
moft careful education, and notwithftanding

that, in their advanced age, they have had

fpirit enough to attempt to learn what their

early education had not taught them, have

never been able to acquire, in any tolerable -

degree, any one of thofe three accomplith-

ments. By an inftin& of pride, however,

‘they fet themfelves upon a level with their
equals in age and fituation; and, with
courage and firmnefs, maintain their pro-

per flation among their companions. By

an oppofite inftin&, the idiot feels himfelf

below every company into which you can

introduce him. Ill-ufage, to which he is

. extremely liable, is capable of throwing
him into the moft violent fits of rage and

fury. But no good ufage, no kindnefs

or indulgence, can ever raife him to con-

_verfe with you as your equal. If you can
btmg him to converfe with you at all, how-

- gver,
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ever, you will frequently find his anfwers
fufficiently pertinent, and even fenfible.
But they are always ftamped with a diftin&
confcioufnefs of his own great inferiority.
He feems to fhrink and, as it were, to retire
from your look and converfation; and to
feel, when he places himfelf in your fitu-
ation, that, notwithftanding your apparent
condefcenfion, you cannot help confidering-
him as immenf{ely below you. Some idiots,
perhaps the greater part, feem to be fo,
chiefly or altogether, from a certain numb-
nefs or torpidity in the faculties of the un-
derftanding. But there are others, in
whom thofe faculties do not appear more
torpid or benumbed than in many- other
people who are not accounted idiots. But
that inftin& of pride, neceflary to fupport
them upon an equality with their brethren,
- feems totally wanting in the former and
~ not in the latter.

That 'de“gree of felf-eftimation, therefore,
which contributes moft to the happinefs
and contentipent of the perfon himfelf,
feems likewife moft agreeable to the impar=

N 4 ‘ -tia]
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tial fpetator. The man who efteems him.
felf as he ought, and no more than he ought,
feldom fails to obtain from other people all
the efteem that he himfelf thinks due. He
defires np more than is due to him, and he
refts upon it with complete fatisfaction,

The proud and the vain' man, on the
contrary, are conftantly diffatisfied. The
one is tormented with indignation at the un-
juft fuperiority, as he thinks it, of other
people. The other is in continual dread of
the thame which, he forefees, would attend .
upon the deteQion of his groundlefs pre-
tenfions. Even the extravagant pretenfions
of the man of real magnanimity, though,

~when fupported by fplendid abilities and
virtues, and, above all, by good fortune,
they impofe upon the multitude, ‘whofe
applaufes he little regards, do not impofe
upon thofe wife men whofe approbation he
~can only value, and whofe efteem he is
“moft anxious to acquire. He- feels that
they fee through, and fufpels that they
defpife his exceflive prefumpgion; and he
eften fufférs the cruel misfortune of becoms
' 108
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ing, firft the jealous and fecret, and at laft
the open, furious, and vindi&ive enemy of
thofe very perfons, whofe friendfhip it
would- have given him the greateft happi»
nefs to enjoy with unfufpicious fecurity,

Though our diflike to the proud and the
vain often difpofes us to rank them rather
below than above their proper ftation, yet,
unlefs we are provoked by fome particular
and perfonal impertinence, we very feldom
venture to ufe them ill. In common cafes,:.
we endeavour, for our own eafe, rather to
acquiefce, and, as well as we can, to accom-
modate ourfelves to their folly. But, tothe
man who under-rates himfelf, unlefs we have
both more difcernment and more genero-
fity than belong to the greater part of men,
we feldom fail to do, at leaft, all the injuftice
which he does to himfelf, and frequently
a great deal more. He is not only more
unhappy in his own feelings than either
‘the proud or the vain, but he is much more
liable to every fort of ill-ufage from other
people. In almoft all cafes, it is better to
be a little too proud, than, in any refped,

‘ too
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too humble; and, in the fentiment of felf-
eftimation, fome degree of excefs feems,
both to the perfon himfelf and to the im-
partial fpe@ator, to be lefs difagreeable than
any degree of defec.

In this, therefore, as well as in every
other emotion, paflion, and habit, the de-
gree that is moft agreeable to the impartial
fpeQator is likewife moft agreeable to the
perfon himfelf; and according as either
the excefs or the defe& is leaft offenfive to
the former, fo, either the one or the other
is in proportion leaft dlfagreeable to the
latter.
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CONCLUSION of the S1XTH PART.

CON’C ERN for our own happinefs re-
commends to us the virtue of prudence:
concern for that of other people, the vir-
tues of juftice and beneficence ; of which,
the one reftrains us from hurting, the other
prompts us to promote that happinefs. In-
dependent of any regard either to what are,
or to what ought to be, or to what upon a
" certain condition would be, the fentiments
of other people, the firft of thofe three vir-
tues is originally recommendedto us by our
felfith, the other two by our benevolent af-
fe@ions. Regard to thefentiments of other
people, however, comes afterwards both ta
enforce and to dire& the pra&tice of all thofe
virtues; and no man during, either the
whole courfe of his life, or that of any con=-
fiderable part of it, ever trod fteadily and
uniformly in the paths of prudence, of
juftice, or of proper beneficence, whofe con=

‘ : ' dut
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dué@ was not principally dire¢ted by a re-
gard to the fentiments of the fuppofed im-
partial fpe@ator, of the great inmate of the
breaft, the great judge and arbiter of con-
duct. If in the courfe of the day we have
fwerved in any refpe& from the rules which
he prefcribes to us; if we have either ex-
ceeded or relaxed in our frugality; if wehave
either exceeded or relaxed in our induftry;
if, through paffion or inadvertency, we have
hurt in any refpe&t the intereft or happi-
nefs of our neighbdur ; if we have negleGted
a plain and proper opportunity of promot-
ing that intereft and happinefs; it is this
inmate who, in the evening, calls us to an
account for all thofe omiffions and viola-
tions, and his reproaches often make us
bluth inwardly both for our folly and inat-
tention to our own happinefs, and for our
ftill greater indifference and inattention,
perhaps, to that of other people,

- Bat though the virtues of prudence,
juftice, and beneficence, may, upon different
occafions, be recommended to us almoft
equally by two different principles; thefe
of fglf-command are, upon moft occafions,
' principally
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principally and almoft entirely recom=
mended to us by one; by the fenfe of pro-
priety, by regard to the fentiments of the-
fuppofed impartial fpeGator. 'Without the
reftraint which this principle impofes, every
paffion would, upon moft occafions, ruth
headlong, if I may fay fo, to its own gratifi~
cation. Anger would follow the fuggeftions
of its own fury; fear thofe of its own violent
agitations. Regard to no time orplace would
induce vanity to refrain from the loudeft
.and moft impertinent oftentation; or vo-
luptuoufnefs from the moft open, indecent,
and {candalous indulgence. Refpe& for
what are, or for what ought to be, or for
what upon a certain condition would be, the.
- fentiments of other people, is the fole prin-
ciple which, upon moft occafions, over-
awes all thofe mutinous and turbulent paf-
fions into that tone and temper which the -
impartial fpeCtator can enter into and fym-
pathize with.

Upon fome occafions, indeed, thofe paf-
fions are reftrained, not fo much by a fenfe
of then' impropriety, as by prudential con-

{iderations
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fiderations of the bad confequences which
might follow from their indulgence. In
fuch cafes, the paffions, though reftrained,
are not always fubdued, but often remain
lurking in the breaft with all their original
fury. The man whole anger is reftrained
by fear, does not always lay afide his anger,
- but only referves its gratification for a more
fafe opportunity. But the man who, in
relating to fome other perfon the injury
which has been done to him, feels at once
the fury of his paflion cooled and becalmed
by {ympathy with the more moderate
fentiments of his companion, who at once
adopts thofe more moderate fentiments, and
comes to view that injury, not in the black
and atrocious colours in which he had ori-
ginally beheld it, but in the much milder
and faiver hght in which his companion
naturally views it; not only reftrains, but
in fome meafure fubdues, his anger. The
paffion becomes really lefs than it was before,
and lefs capable of exciting him to the vio- -
lent and bloody revenge which at firft,
perhaps, he might have thought of in-
fliting,

Thofe
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Thofe paffions which are reftrained by
the fenfe of propriety, are all in fome de-
gree moderated and fubdued by it. But
thofe which are reftrained only by pruden-
tial confiderations of any kind, are, on the
contrary, frequently inflamed by the re-
ftraint, and fometimes (long after the pro- -
vocation given, and when nobody is think-
ing about it) burft out abfurdly and unex-
pe&tedly, and with tenfold fury and vio-
lence.

Anger, however, as well as every other
paflion, may, upon many occafions, be
very properly reftrained by prudential con-
fiderations. Some exertion of manhood
and felf~command is even neceflary for this
fort of reftraint; and the impartial fpecta-
tor may {ometimes view it with that fort of
cold efteem due to that fpecies of condu&
which he confiders as a mere matter of
- vulgar prudence; but never with that affec-
tionate admiration with which he furveys
the fame paffions, when, by the fenfe of .
propriety, they are moderated and fubdued
to what he himfelf can readily enter into..

+ : In
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In the former fpecies of reftraint, he may
frequently difcern fome degree of propriety,
and, if you will, even of virtue ; butitisa
propriety and virtue of a much inferior or-
der to thofe which he always feels with
tranfport and admiration in the latter.

The virtues of prudence, juftice, and be-
neficence, have no tendency to produce any
but the moft agreeable effets. Regard to
thofe effe@s, as it originally recommends
them to the a&or, fo does it afterwards to
the impartial {petator. In our approba-
tion of the character of the prudent man,
we feel, with peculiar complacency, the fe-
curity which he muft enjoy while he walks
under the fafeguard of that fcdate and de-
Liberate virtue. In our approbation of the
chara&er of the jult man, we feel, with
equal complacency, the fecurity which all-
thofe conneted with him, whether in neigh-
bourhood, fociety, or bufinefs, muft derive
from his fcrupulous anxiety never either to -
hurt or offend. In our approbation of the
chara&er of the beneficent man, we enter
~into the gratitude of all thofe who are
4 within
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within the fphere of his good offices, and
conceive with them the higheft fenfe of his
merit. In our approbation of all thofe vir-
tues, our fenfe of their agteeable effets, of
their utility, either to the perfon who ex-
ercifes them, or to fome other perforis, joins
_with our fenfe of their propriety, and con-
ftitutes 'always a confiderable, frequently
the greater part of that approbation.

But in our approbation of the virtues of
felf-command, complacency with their ef-
fets fometimes conftitutes no part, and fre-
quently but a fmall part, of that approbation.
Thofe effefts may fometimes be agreeable,
and fometimes difagreeable; and though
our approbation is no doubt ftronger in the
former cafe, it is by no means altogether
deftroyed in the latter. The moft heroic
valour may be employed indifferently in the
caufe either of juftice or of injuftice ; and
though it is no doubt much more loved and -~
admired in the former cafe, it ftill appears a
great and refpe@able quality even in the
latter. In that, and in all the other virtues
of felf-command, the fplendid and dazzling

' VOL. II, o quality
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quality feems always to be the greatnefs and
fteadinefs of the exertion, and the ftrong
fenfe of propriety which is neceflary in or-
der to make and to maintain that exertion,
The effe@s are too often but too little re=
garded.
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Of Syftems of MoraL PuiLosorry.

Confifting of Four Se&ions.

SECTION 1

Of the %:g/ﬁ'om which ought to be examined
in a Theory of Moral Sentiments.

P we examine the moft celebrated and
remarkable of the different theories
which have been given concerning the
nature and origin of our moral fentiments,
02 we
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we fhall find that almoft all of them coin-
cide with fome part or other of that which
I have been endcavouring to give an ac-
count of ; and that if every thing which
has already been faid be fully confidered,
we fhall be at no lofs to explain what was
the view or afpe of nature which led
each particular author to form his particular
fyftem.  From fome one or other of thofe
principles which I have been endeavouring
to unfold, every fyftem of morality that
ever had any reputation in the world has,
perhaps, ultimately been derived,  As they -
are all of them, in this refpec, founded
upon natural principles, they are all of
them in fome meafure in the right. But
as many of them are derived from a par-
tial and imperfe&t view of nature, there are
many of them too in fome refpeds in the
wrong.

In treating of the principles of. morals
there are two queftions to be confidered.
Firft, wherein’ does virtue confift? Or
what is the tone of temper, and tenour of
conduét, which conftitutes the excellent

' and
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and praife-worthy charatter, the charalter
which - is the natural obje& of eftecem,
honour, and approbation? And, fecondly,
by what power or faculty in the mind is it,
that this characer, whatever it be, is recom-
mended to us? Or in other words, how
and by what means does it come to pafs,
that the mind prefers one tenour of conduc
to another, denominates the one right and
the other wrong; confiders the one as the
obje@ of approbation, honour, and reward,
and the other of blame; cenfure, and
punithment? .
- \/Ve examine the firt queftion when we
] confider, whether virtue confifts in benevo~
lence, as Dr. Hutchefon imagines; or in
acting fuitably to the different relations we:
ftand in, as Dr. Clarke fuppofes; or-in the
wife and prudent purfuit of our own real
and folid happinefs, as has been the opinion _
of others. '

We examine the fecond queftion, when -
we confider, whether the virtuous charac-
ter, whatever it confifts in, be recommend-

03 ed
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ed to us by felf-love, which makes us per-
ceive that this chara@er, both in ourfelves
and others, tends moft to promete our own
private intereft; or by reafon, which points
out to us the difference between one charac-
ter and another, in the fame manner as it
does that between truth and falfehood; or
by a peculiar powey of perception, called a
moral fenfe, which this virtuous chara&er
gratifies and pleafes, as the contrary difgufts
and difpleafes it; or laft of all, by fome
other principle in human nature, fuch as a
modification of fympathy, or the like.

I fhall begin with confidering the fyftems
which have been formed concerning the
firft of thefe queftions, and fhall proceed
afterwards to examine thofe concerning the
fecond.
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SECTION IL

Of the different Accounts wbhich bavesbeen
given of the Nature of Virtue. - .

INTRODUCTION,

THE different accounts which have been
given of the nature of virtue, or of
the temper of mind which conftitutes the
excellent and praife-worthy chara&er, may
be reduced to three different claflfes. Ac-
cording to fome, the virtuous temper of
mind does not confift in any one fpecies of
affeGtions, but in the proper government
and dire@ion of all our affe@ions, which
may be either virtuous or vicious according
to the obje&s which they purfue, and the
degree of vehemence with which they pur-
fue them.  According to thefe authors,
therefore, virtue conﬁ(’gs in propriety.

04 ~ Accord-

.7'
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According to others, virtue confifts in
the judicious purfuit of our own private
intereft and happinefs, or in the proper
government and dire&ion of thofe felfith
affe®ions which aim folely at thisend. In
the opinion of thefe authors, therefore,
virtue confifts in prudence.

Another fet of authors make virtue con-
fit in thofe affeGions only which aim at
the happinefs of others, not in thofe which
. aim at our own. According to them,
therefore, dxﬁntereﬁed benevolence is the
only motive which can ftamp upon any
a&ion the chara@er of virtue.

~ 'The chara@er of virtue, it is evident,
mutft either be afcribed indifferently to all
our affeGtions, when under proper govern-
ment and dire&ion; or it muft be confined
to fome one clafs or divifion ofthem. 'The
great divifion of our affeGtions is into the
felfith and the benevolent. If the chara&er
of virtue, therefore, cannot be afcribed in-
differently to all our affeGtions, when under
proper government and direQion, it muft
. . be
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be confined either to thofe which aim
dire@ly at our own private happinefs, or to
thofe which aim direétly at that of others.
If virtue, therefore, does not confift in
propriety, it muft confift cither in prudence
or in benevolence. : Befides thefe three, it
is fcarce poflible to imagine that any other
account can be given of the nature of virtue.
I fhall endeavour to fhow hereafter how all
the other accounts, which are- fcemingly.

different from any of  thefe, coincide at:

bottam with fome one or other of them. -

/

v
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'CHAP I

Of thofe Syfiems which make Virtue confift in
' Propriety. :

ACCORDING to Plato, to Ariftotle, and
to Zeno, virtue confifts in the pro-
priety of condu&, or in the fuitablenefs of
the affe@ion from which we a& to the ob-
~ je& which excites it.

1. In the fyftem of Plato* the foul is con-
fidered as fomething like a little ftate or
republic, compofed of three different facul-
ties or orders.

The firft is the judging faculty, the facul-
ty which determines not only what are¢ the
proper means for attaining any end, but
alfo what ends are fit to be purfued, and
what degree of relative value we ought to
put upon each. This faculty Plato called,

& See Plato dé Rep. lib. iv,
as
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as it is very properly called, reafon, and
confidered it as what had a right to be the
governing principle of the whole.  Under
this appellation, it is evident, he compre-
- hended not-only that faculty by which we
judge of truth and falfehood, but that by
which we judge of the propriety or impro-
- priety of defires and affeCtions.

- 'The different paflions and appetites, the
natural fubjes of this ruling principle, but
which are {o apt to rebel againft their maf-
ter, he reduced to two different claffes or
orders. ‘The firft confifted of thofe paflions,
‘which are founded in pride and refentment,
or in what the {choolmen called the irafcible
part of the foul ; ambition, animofity, the
love of honour, and the dread of thame, the-
defire of vittory, fuperiority, and revenge ;
all thofe paffions, in fhort, which are fup-
pofed either to rife from, or to denote what,
by a metaphor in our language, we com-
monly call fpirit or natural fire.  The
fecond confifted of thofe paflions which are
founded in the love of pleafure, or in what
the fchoolmen called the concupifcible part

of
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of the foul. It comprehended all the appe-
tites of the body, the love of eafe and fe-
curity, and of all fenfual gratifications.

It rarely happens that we break in upon
that plan of condu&t, which the governing
principle prefcribes, and which in all our
cool hours we had laid down to ourfelves as
what was moft proper for us to purfue, but
when prompted by one or other of thofe
two different fets of paflions; either by un-
governable ambition and refentment, or by
the importunate {olicitations of prefent eafe
and pleafure. But though thefe two orders
of paffions are fo apt to miflead us, theyare
ftill confidered as neceflary parts of human
nature: the firft having been given to de~
fend us againft injurics, to affert our rank
and dignity in the world, to make us aim
at what is noble and honourable, and to
+ make us diftinguith thofe who 2& in the
fame manner; the fecond, to provide for -
the fupport and neceflities of the body.

In the ftrength, acutenefs, and perfection V_
of the governing principle was placed the
: effen=
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eflential virtue of prudence, which, accord-
ing to Plato, confifted in a juft and clear dif~
cernment, founded upon general and fcien=-

tific ideas, of the ends which were proper -

to be purfued, and of the means which
were proper for attaining them.

When the firft fet of paffions, thofe of
the irafcible part of the foul, had that degree
of ftrength and firmnefs, which enabled
them, under the dire&tion of reafon, to de-

fpife all dangers in the purfuit of what was |

honourable and noble; it conftituted the
virtue of fortitude and magnanimity. This
order of paflions, according to this fyflem,
was of a more generous and noble nature
than the other. They were confidered up-
on many occaflions as the auxiliaries of
reafon, to check and reftrain the inferior
and brutal appetites.  We are often angry

at ourfelves, it was obferved, we often bes

come the objecls of our own refeptment
and indignation, when the love of pleafure
prompts to do what we difapprove of ; and
the irafcible part of our nature is in this

manner
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manner called in to affift the rational againft
the concupifcible.

When all thofe three different parts of
our nature were in perfe& concord with
one another, when neither the irafcible nor
concupifcible paffions ever aimed at any
gratification which reafon did not approve
of, and when reafon never commanded
any thing, but what thefe of their own ac-
cord were willing to perform: this happy
compofure, this perfe& and complete har-
mony of foul, conftituted that virtue which
in their language 15 exprefled by a word
which we commonly tranflate temperance,
but which might more properly be tranflated
good temper, or fobriety and moderation
of mind.

Juftice, the laft and greateft of the four
cardinal virtues, took place, according ta
this fyftem, when each of thofe three facul-
ties of the mind confined itfelf to its proper
office, without attempting to encroach upon
that of any other; when reafon directed

and
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and paffion obeyed, and when each paflion
performed its proper duty, and exerted
itfelf towards its proper obje& eafily and
without reluctance, and with that degree
of force and energy, which was fuitable to
the value of what it purfued. In this con-
fifted that complete virtue, that perfet pro-
priety of condué&, which Plato, after fome
of the ancient Pythagoreans, denominated
Juftice,

The word, it is to be obferved, which ex~
prefles juftice in the Greek language, has
feveral different meanings;: and as the cor-
refpondent word in all other languages, fo
far as I know, has the fame, there muft be
fome natural affinity among thofe various
. fignifications. In one fenfe we are faid to
do juftice to our neighbour when we abftain

from doing him any pofitive harm, and do

not diretly hurt him, either in his perfon,
or in his eftate, or‘in his reputation. This
is that juftice which I have treated of above,
the obfervance of which may be extorted by
force, and the violation of which expofes to

punifhment, In another fenfe we are faid -

7 not
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not to do juftice to our neighbour unlefs
we conceive for him all that love, refpe,
and efteem, which his charaéter, his fitu-
ation, and his connexion with ourfelves,
render fuitable and proper for us to feel,
and unlefs we’a@ accordingly. It is in
this fenfe that we are faid to do injuftice to
a man of merit who is conneéted with us,
though we abftain from hurting him in
every refpe&t, if we do not exert ourfelves
to ferve him and to place him in that fitu-
ation in which the impartial {fpectator would
be pleafed to fee: him. The firft fenfe of
the word coincides with what Ariftotle and
the Schoolmen call commutative juftice,
and with what Grotius calls the jufitia ex-
pletrix, which confifts in abftaining from
what is another’s, and in doing voluntarily
whatever we can with propriety be
forced todo. The fecond fenfe of the word
“eoincides with what fome have called diftri-
butive juftice¥, and with the juflitia attri-

*The diftributive juftice of Ariftotle is fomewhat
different. It confilts in the proper diftribution of re-
wards from the public ftock of a- community. See
Ariftotle Ethic, Nic, L. 5. ¢. 2. ‘
’ butrix
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dutrix of Grotius, which confifts in proper
beneficence, in the becoming ufe of what
isour own, and in the applying it to thofe
purpofes either of charity or generofity, to
which it is moft fuitable, in our fituation,
that it thould be applied. In this fenfe Juf=
tice comprehends all the focial virtges,
There is yet another fenfe in which the

" - word juftice is fometimes taken, ftill more

extenfive than either of the former, though
very much a-kin to the laft; and which
runs too, fo far as I know, through all
languages. It is in this laft fenfe that we
are faid to be unjuft, when we do not feem
to value any particular objec with that de-
gree of efteem, or to purfue it with that de-
gree of ardour which to the impartial fpec-
tator it may appear to deferve or to be
maturally fitted for exciting. Thus we are
faid to do injuflice to a poem or a picture,
when we do not admire them enough, and
we are faid to do them more than juftice
when we admire them too much. Inthe
{ame manner we are faid to do injuftice to
ourfelves when we appear not to give fuf-
ficient attention to any particular obje& of

VoL, II, P felf-
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felf-intereft. In this laft fenfe, what is call-
ed juftice means the fame thing with exa&
and perfe& propriety of condu& and be-
haviour, and comprehends in it, not only
the offices of both commutative and diftri-
butive juftice, but of every other virtue, of
"prudence, of fortitude, of temperance. It
is in this laft fenfe that Plato evidently un-
derftands what he calls juftice, and which,
therefore, according to him, comprehends
in it the perfe&tion of every fort of vir-
tue.

Such is the account given by Plato of the
nature of virtue, or of that temper of
mind which is the proper objet of praife
and approbation. It confifts, according to
him, in that ftate of mind in which every
faculty confines itfelf within its proper
fphere without encroaching upon that of
any other, and performs its proper office
with that precife degree of ftrength and
vigour which belongs to it. His account,
it is evident, coincides in every refpeé’t with
what we have faid above concerning the
propnety of condué.

IL. Vir-
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~II. Virtue, according to Ariftotle*, con-

fifts in the habit of mediocrity according to
right reafon. Every particular virtue, ac-
cording to him, lies in a kind of middle
between two oppofite vices, of which the
one offends from being too much, the
other from being too little affected by 4
particular fpecies of obje@s. Thus the
virtue of fortitude or courage lies in the
middle between the oppofite vices of cow-
ardice and of prefumptuous rathnels, of
which the one offends from being too
much, and the other from being too little
affeCted by the objeéts of fear. Thus too'
the virtue of frugality lies in a middle be-
tween avarice and profufion, of which the
one confifts in an excefs, the other in a
defe& of the proper attention to the objeéts
of felf-intereft. Magnanimity, in the fame
manner, lies in a' middle between the excefs
of arrogance and the defe& of pufillanimity,
of which the one confifts in too extrava=
gant, the other in too weak a fentiment of
our own worth and dignity. It is unnecef-
fary, to obferve that this account of virtue
_* See Ariftotle Ethic. Nic. L 2. c. 5. et {eq. et

L3l c. 5. etfeq.
P2 COITC=
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correfponds too pretty exadtly with what
has been faid above concerning the pro-
priety and impropriety of conduct.

According to Ariftotle*, indeed, virtue
did not fo much confift in thofe moderate
and right affeGtions, as in the habit of this
moderation.. In order to underftand this,
it is to be obferved, that virtue may be con-
fidered either as the quality of an a&ion, or
as the quality of a perfon. Confidered as
the quality of an alion, it confifts, even
according to Ariftotle, in the reafonable
moderation of the affeGtion from which the
action proceeds, whether this difpofition be
habitual to the perfon or not. Confidered
as the quality of a perfon, it confifts in the
habit of this reafonable moderation, in its
having become the cuftomary and ufual dif-
pofition of the mind. Thus the a&ion
which proceeds from an occafional fit of
generofity is undoubtedly a generous a&tion,
but the man whe performs it, is not necef~
farily a generous perfon, becaufe it may be

# See Aciftotle Ethic, Nic. lib. ii, ch. 1, 2, 3, and 4.
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the fingle a&ion of the kind which he ever
performed. The motive and difpofition of
heart, from which this a&tion was per-
formed, may have been quite juft and pro-
per: but as this happy mood feems to have
been the effe& rather of accidental humour
than of any thing fteady or permanent in
the chara&er, it can refle& no great honcur
on the performer. 'When we denominate
- a chara&er generous or charitable, or vir=-
tuous in any refpe®, we mean to fignify
that the difpofition exprefled by each of
thofe appellations is the ufual and cuftom-
ary difpofition of the perfon. But fingle
adtions of any kind, how proper and fuit-
able foever, are of little confequence to
fhow that this is the cafe. If a fingle aGtion
was fufficient to ftamp the charater of any
virtue upon the perfon who performed it,
the moft worthlefs of mankind might lay
claim to all the virtues; fince there is no
man who has not, upon fome occafions,
aGted with prudence, juftice, temperance,
and fortitude. But though fingle aétions,
how laudable foever, refle& very little
praife upon the perfon who performs them, -
) P 3 v a fin~
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a fingle vicicus ation performed by one
whofe condué& is ufually very regular,
greatly diminithes and fometimes deftroys
altogether our opinion of his virtue. A
fingle aGtion of this kind fufficiently thows
that his habits are not perfe&, and that he
1s lefs to be depended upon, than, from the
ufual train of his behaviour, we might have
been apt to imagine.

\

Ariftotle toco *, when he made virtue to
confift in practical habits, had it probably
in his view to oppofe the do&rine of Plato,
who feems to have been of opinion that
juft fentiments and reafonable judgments
concerning what was fit to be done or to be
avoided, were alone fufficient to conftitute
the moft perfe virtue. Virtue, according
to Plato, might be confidered as a fpecies
of {cience, and no man, he thought, could
fee clearly and demonftratively what was
right and what was wrong, and not a& ac-
cordingly. .Paflion might make us act con-
trary to doubtful and uncertain opinions,
not to plain and evident judgments.  Ari-

* See Ariftotle Mag. Mor, lib. i. ch. 1.
‘ ftotle,
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ftotle, on the contrary, was of opinion, that
no convition of the underftanding. was
capable of getting the better of inveterate
habits, and that good morals arofe not from
knowledge but from action.

III. According to Zeno *, the founder of
the Stoical doétrine, every animal was by na-
ture recommended to its own care, and was
endowed with the principle of felf-love, that
it might endeavour to preferve, not only its
exiftence, but all the different parts of its na~ -
ture, in the beft and moft perfect ftate of
which they were capable

The felf-love of man embraced, if I may
fay fo, his body and all its dlﬁ'erent mem-
bers, his mind and all its different faculties
and powers, and defired the prefervation
_ and maintenance of them all in their beft
and moft perfe& condition. Whatever
tended to fupport this ftate of exiftence was,
therefore, by nature pointed out to him as
fit to be chofen; and whatever tended to
deftroy it, as fit to be reje¢ted. Thus

* See Cicero de finibus, lib. iii.; alfo Dlogenes
Laertiusin Zenone, lib. vii. fegment 84.

P4 health,
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health, - firength, agility and eafe of body
as well as the external conveniences which
could promote thefe; wealth, power, ho-
nours, the refpe& and efteem of thofe we
live with; were naturally pointed out to
us as things eligible, and of which the pof=
feffion was preferable to the want. On the
other hand, ficknefs, infirmity, unwieldinefs,
pain of body, as well as all the external in-
conveniences which tend to occafion or
bring on any of them ; poverty, the want of
authority, the contempt or hatred of thofe
we live with; were, in the fame manner,
pointed out to us as things to be fhunned
and avoided. In each of thofe two appofite
claffes of obje&s, there were fome which
appeared to be more the objects either of
choice or rejection, than others in the fame
clafs, Thus, in the firft clafs, health ap-
peared evidently preferable to ftrength, and
ftrength to agility; reputation to power,
and power to riches. And thus too, in the
fecond clafs, ficknefs was more to be avoided
than unwieldinefs of body, ignominy than
gloverty, and poverty than the lofs of power.

irtye and the propricty of condu& cone
fifted
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fifted in choofing and reje@ing all different
obje@s and circumftances according as they
were by nature rendered more or lefs the
" obje@s of choice or rejedion ; in fele@ing
always from among the feveral obje&s of
choice prefented to us, that which was moft
to be chofen, when we could not obtain
them all ; and in fele&ting too, out of the
feveral objects of rejeGion offered to us,
that which was leaft to be avoided, when
it was not in our power to avoid them all.
By choofing and rejeting with this juft
and accurate difcernment, by thus beftow-
ing upon every obje& the precife degree of
attention it deferved, according to the place
which it held in this natural fcale of things,
we maintained, according to the Stoics, that
perfe& rectitude of condu& which confti-
tuted the effence of virtue. This was what
they called to live confiftently, to live ac-
cording to nature, and to obey thofe laws
and dire@ions which nature, or the Author
of nature, had prefcribed for our conduct.

So far the Stoical idea of propriety and
virtue is not very different- from that of
Ariftot]e and the ancient Peripatetics.

Among
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Among thofe primary obje@s which na-
‘ture had recommended to us as eligible,
was the profperity of our family, of our re-
lations, of our friends, of our country, of
mankind, and.of the univerfe in general.
~ Nature, too, had taught us, that as the pro-
perity of two was preferable to that of one,
.that of many, or of all, muft be infinitely
more {fo. That we ourfelves were but one,
"and that confequently wherever our profpe-
rity was inconfiftent with that, either. of the
whole, or of any conﬁderable part of the
whole, it ought, even in our own choice, to
-yield to what was fo vaftly preferable. As
all the eventsin this world were condued
by the providence of a wife, powerful, and
good God, we might be affured that what-
ever happened tended to the profperity and
perfeGtion of the whole. If we ourfelves,
therefore, were in poverty, in ficknefs, or
in any other calamity, we ought, firft of all,
to ufe our utmoft endeavours, fo far as
Juftice and our duty to others would al-
low, to refcue ourfelves from this difa-
greeable circumftance. But if, - after all we
_could do, we found this impoffible, we ought
to reft fatisfied that the order and perfeCtion
of

“\
Y
\}
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of the univerfe required that we fhouldin the’
mean time continue in this {ituation. And
as the profperity of the whole thould, even
to us, appear preferable to fo infignificant

a part as ourfelves, our fituation, whatever

~ it was, ought from that moment to become
the object of our liking, if we would main-
tain that complete propriety and re&itude
of fentiment and condué in which confifted
the perfe&tion of our nature. If, indeed,
any opportunity of extricating ourfelves
fhould offer, it became our duty to embrace
it The order of the univerfe, it was evi-
dent, no longer required our continuance
“in this fituation, and the great Dire&tor of
the world plainly called upon us to leave it,
by fo clearly pointing out the road which
we were to follow. It was the fame cafe
with -the adverfity of our relations, our
friends, our country. If| without violating
any more facred obligation, it was in our
power to prevent or put an end to their ca-
lamity, it undoubtedly was our duty to do
fo. ‘The propriety of ation, the rule
which Jupiter had given us for the direc-
tion of our condu&, evidently required

this of us. But if it was altogether out of

our

D
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our power to do either, we ought then to
confider this event as the moft fortunate
which could poffibly have happened ; be-
caufe we might be affured that it tended
moft to the profperity and order of the
whole, which was what we ourfelves, if we
were wile and equitable, ought moft of all
to defire. It was our own final intereft
confidered as a part of that whole, of which
the profperity ought to be, not only the
principal, but the fole obje&t of our de-
fire.

“ In what fenfe,” fays EpiQetus, © are
fome things faid to be according to our
nature, and others contrary toit? It is
in that fenfe in which we confider our-
 felves as feparated and detached from all
¢ other things. For thus it may be faid
to be according to the nature of the foot
* to be alwaysclean. Butif you confider
¢ it as a foot, and not as fomething de-
% tached from the reft of the body, it muft
“ behove it fomerimes to trample in the
¢ dirt, and fometimes to tread upon thorns,
¢ and fometimes, too, to be cut off for
¢ the fake of the whole body ; and if it re-

10 “ fufcs

[ {3

(13
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“ fufes this, it is no longer a foot. Thus,
 too, ought we to conceive with regard.
“ to ourfelves. What are you? A man.
“ If you conlider yourfelf as fomething
feparated and detached, it is agreeable to
 your nature to live to old age, to be rich,
“ to be in health. But if you confider your-

' {elf as a man,and as a part of a whole,up-
“ on account of that whole, it will behove
 you fometimes to bein ficknefs, fometimes
to be expofed to the inconveniency of a
fea voyage, fometimes to be in want ; and
at laft, perhaps, to die before your time.
Why then do you complain? Do not
“ you know that by doing fo, as the foot
“ ceafes to be a foot, fo you ceafe to be a
“ man?”’

(3
(14

({3
(49
({3

[13

A wife man never complains of the def-
tiny of Providence, nor thinks the univerfe
in confufion when he is out of order.. He
does not look upon himfelf as a whole, fe-
parated and detached froin every other
part of nature, to be taken care of by itfelf
and for itfelf.  He regards himfelf in the
light in which he imagines the great genius
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of human'nature, and of the world, regards
him. He enters, if I may fay fo, into the
fentiments of that divine Being, and confi-
ders  himfelf as an atom, a particle, of an’
immenfe and infinite {yftem, which muft
and ought to be difpofed of, according to the
conveniency of the whole.” Affured of the
wifdom which dire&s all the events of hu-
man life, whatever lot befalls him, he ac~
cepts it with joy, fatisfied that, if he had
known all the conne&ions and dependen-
cies of the different parts of the univerfe,
it is the very lot which he himfelf would
have withed for. If it is life, he is con-
tented to live; and if it is death, as nature
muft have no further occafion for his pre-
fence here, he willingly goes where he is
appointed. I accept, faid a cynical philo-
fopher, whofe dorines were in this refpet
the fame as thofe of the Stoics, I accept,
with equal joy and fatisfaltion, whatever
fortune can befall me. Riches or poverty,
pleafure or pain, health or ficknefs, all is
alike: nor would I defire that the Gods
fhould in any refpect change my deftination.
IfI was to afk of them any thing beyond
what

222 . Of SYSTEMS
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what their bounty has already beftowed,
it thould be that they would inform me

before-hand what it was their pleafure

thould be done with me, that I mightof my
own accord place myfelf in this fituation,

~ and demonftrate the cheerfulnefs with which:

I embraced their allotment. IfI am going
to fail, fays EpiQtetus, I chufe the beft thip
and the beft pilot, and I wait for the fair=
eft weather that my circumftances and duty
will allow. -Prudence and propriety, the
principles which the Gods have given me
for the dire@ion of my condu@, require this'
of me; but they require no more: and if,
notwithftanding, a ftorm arifes, which nei=
ther the firength of the veflel nor the fkill
of the pilot are likely to withftand, I give
myfelf no trouble about the confequence.

~ All that I had to do is done already. The

directors of my condué never command me
to be miferable, to be anxious, defponding,
or afraid. Whether we areto be drowned,
or to come to a harbour, is the bufinefs of
Jupiter, not mine. I leave ‘it entircly to
his determination, nor ever break my reft
with confidering whlch way he is likely to

decide
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decide it, but receive whatever comes with
equal indifference and fecurity.

From this perfe& confidence in that be<
nevolent wifdom which governs the uni-
verfe, and from this entire refignation te
whatever order that wifdom might think

proper to eftablifh, it neceffarily followed,-

that, to the Stoical wife man, all the events
_of human life muft be in a great meafure
indifferent. Hishappinefs confifted altoge=
ther, firft, in the contemplation of the hap-

pinefs and perfetion of the great fyftem of
"' the univerfe, of the good government of the
great republic of Gods and men, of all ra-
tional and fenfible beings ; and, fecondly,
in difcharging his duty, in a&ing properly
in the affairs of this great republic whatever
little part that wifdom had affigned to him.
The propriety or impropriety of his endea-
vours might be of great confequence to him.
Their fuccefs or difappointment could be of
none at all ; could excite no paffionate joy
or forrow, no paflionate defire or averfion.
If he preferred fome events toothers, if fome
fituations were the objets of his choice and

others

JPURUE
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others of his rejection, it was not becaufe
he regarded the one as in themfelves in any
refpet better than the other, or thought
that his own happinefs would be more
complete in what is called the fortunate
than in what is regarded as the diftrefsful
fituation; but becaufe the propriety of -
adtion, the rule which the Gods had given
him for the dire@ion of his ‘condu&, re-
quired him to chufe and rejet in this man-
ner. All his affe@tions were abforbed
and {wallowed up in two great affeCtions;
in that for the difcharge of his own duty,
and in that for the greateft poflible hap-
pinefs of all rational and fenfible beings.
For the gratification of this latter affeGion,
he refted with the moft perfe& fecurity
upon the wifdom and power of" the great
Superintendant of the univerfe. His fole
anxiety was about the gratification of the
former ; not about the event, but about the
propriety of his own endeavours. What-
ever the event might be, he trufted to -
a fuperior power and wifdom for turn-
ing it to promote that great end which
VOL. 1L, : QU , he
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he himfelf was moft defirous of promot-
ing. '

"This propriety of chufing and rejeting,
though originally pointed out to us, and as
it were recommended and introduced to
our acquaintance by the things, and for
the fake of the things, chofen and reje&ted;
yet when we had once become thoroughly
acquainted with it, the order, the grace,
the beauty which we difcerned in this con=
du&, the bappinefs which we felt refulted
from it, neceflarily appeared to us of much
greater value than the actual obtaining of
all the different obje&s of choice, or the
aCual avoiding of all thofe of rejeGion.
From the obfervation of this propriety arofe
the happinefs and the glory; from the
negle& of it, the miicery and the difgrace of
human nature.

But to a wife man, to one whofe paflions
“were brought under perfe& fubjeétion to
the ruling principles of his nature, the ex~
a& obfervation of this propriety was equal-
ly eafy upon all occafions. Was he in

: pro-
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~ profperity, he returned thanks to Jupiter
for having joined him with circumftances
which were eafily maftered, and in’ which
there was little temptation to do wrong.
Was he in adverfity, he equally returned -
thanks to the ‘director of this fpe@acle of
human life, for having oppofed to him a
vigorous athlete, over whom, though the
conteft was likely to be more violent, the
vitory was more glorious, gnd equally cer-
tain. Can there be any fhame in that dif-
trefs which is brought upon us without any
fault of our own, and in which we behave
with perfe@ propriety? There can, there-
fore, be no evil, but, on the contrary, the
greateft good and advantage. A brave
man exults in thofe dangers in which, from
no rathnefs of his own, his fortune has in-
volved him. They afford an opportunity
of exercifing that heroic intrepidity, whofe
exertion gives the exalted delight which
flows from the confcioufnefs of fuperior
propriety and deferved admiration. One
who is mafter of all his exercifes has no
averfion to meafure his firength and a&ivity
with the ftrongeft. © And, in the fame man-

Q2 ner,
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- ner, one who is mafter of all his paffions,
does not dread any circumftance in which
the Superintendant of the univerfe may
think proper to place him. The bounty
of that divine Being has provided him with
virtues which render him fuperior to every
fituation. If it is pleafure, he has temper-
ance to refrain from it; if it is pain, he has
conftancy to bear it; if it is danger or
death, he has magnanimity and fortitude to
defpife it. The events of human life can
never find him unprepared, or at a lofs how
to maintain that propriety of fentiment and
condu& which, in his own apprehenfion,
conftitutes at once his glory and his happi=
nefs.

Human life the Stoics appear to have
confidered as a game of great fkill; in
which, however, there was a mixture of
chance, or of what is vulgarly underftood
to be chance. -In fuch games the ftake is
commonly a trifle, and the whole pleafure
of the game arifes from playing well, from
playing  fairly, and playing fkilfully. If
notwithftanding all his {kill, however, the

3 good
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good player fhould, by the influence of
chance, happen to lofe, the lofs ought to
be a matter, rather of merriment, than of
ferious forrow. He has made no falfe
ftroke; he has done nothing which he
ought to be afthamed of; he has enjoyed
completely the whole pleafure of the game.
If, on the contrary, the bad player, not-
withftanding all his blunders, fhould, in
the fame manner, happen to win, his fuc-
cefs can give him but little fatisfattion. He
is mortified by the remembrance of all the
faults which he committed. Even during
the play he can enjoy no part of the pleafure
which it is capable of affording. From
ignorance of the rules of the game, fear
and doubt and hefitation are the difagree-
able fentiments that precede almoft every
ftroke which he plays; and when he has
played it, the mortification of finding it a
grofs blunder, commonly completes the
unpleafing circle of his fenfations. Human
life, with all the advantages which can
poffibly attend it, ought, according to the
Stoics, to be regarded but as a mere two-
penny ftake; a matter by far too infig-

Q3 ~ nificant
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nificant to merit any anxious concern Our
only anxious concern ought to be, not about
the ftake, but about the proper method of
p]aymg If we placed our happmefs in win--
ning the ftake, we placed it in what de~'
pended upon caufes beyond our’ power,
and out of our direGtion.” We, neceffanly
expofed ourfelves to perpetual fear and un-
eafinefs, and frequently to grievous and
‘mortifying difappointments. If we' placed
it in playing well, in playing fairly, in play-
ing wifely and fkilfully; in the propriety
of our own conduc in fhort; we placed it
in what, by proper difcipline, education,
and attention, might be altogether in our
own power, and under our own direttion.
Our happinefs was perfe@ly fecure, and be-
yond the reach of fortune. The event of
our ations, if it was out of our power,
was equally out of our concern, and we
could never feel either fear or anxiety about
it; nor ever fufer any grievous, or even any
ferious difappointment.
Human life itfelf, as well as every differ-
ent advantage or difadvantage which can
— 7  attend
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attend it, might, they faid, according to
different circumftances, be the proper oh=
je& either of our choice or of our reje&ion.
If, in our aétual fituation, there were more
circumftances agreeable to nature than con-
trary to it; more circumftances which
were the objeCs of choice than of rejection;
life, in this cafe, was, upon the whole, the
proper object of choice, and the propriety
of condu&t required that we fhould remain
init. If, on the other hand, there were, in
- our a&ual fituation, without any probable
hope of amendment, more circumftances
contrary to nature than agreeable to it;
~ more circumftances which were the objects
of rejection than of choice; life itfelf, in this
cafe, became, to a wile man, the obje& of
rejeCtion, and he was not only at liberty
to remove out of it, but the propriety of
condud, the rule which the Gods had given
him for the dire&ion of his condu&, re-
quired him to do fo. I am ordered, fays
EpiQetus, not to dwell at Nicopolis. I do
not dwell there. I am ordered not to dwell
at Athens. I do not dwell at Athens. I
am ordered not to dwell in Rome. I do

U4 not
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not dwell in Rome. I am ordered to
dwell in the little and rocky ifland of
Gyarz. I go and dwell there. * But the
houfe fmokes in Gyarz. If the {moke is
moderate, I will bear it, and ftay there. If
it is exceflive, I will go to a houfe from
whence no tyrant can remove me. I keep
in mind always that the door is open, that
I can walk out when [ pleale, and retire to
that hofpitable houfe which is at all times
open to all the world; for beyond my un-
dermoft garment, beyond my body, no
man living has any power over me. If
your f{ituation is upon the whole difagree~
able; if your houfe {inokes too much for
you, faid the Stoics, walk forth by all
means. But walk fortli without repining;
without murmuring or complaining. Walk
forth calm, contented, rejoicing, returning
thanks to the Gods, who, from their in-
finite bounty, have opened the fafe and
quiet harbour of death, at all times ready
to receive us from the flormy ocean of
human life ; who have prepared this facred,
this inviolable, this great afylum, always
open, always acceflible; altogether beyond

thc
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the reach of human rage and injuftice; and
large enough to contain both all thofe who
wifh, and all thofe who do not wifh to re=-
tire to it: an afylum which takes away
from every man every pretence of com-
plaining, or even of fancying that there can
be any evil in human life, except fuch as
he may fuffer from his own folly and weak-
nels.

The Stoics, in the few fragments of
their philofophy which have come down to
us, fometimes talk of leaving life with a
gaiety, and even with a levity, which,
were we to confider thofe paffages by
themfelves, might induce us to believe that
they imagined we could with propriety leave
it whenever we had a mind, wantonly and
* capricioufly, upon the flighteft difguft or
uneafinefs. “ When you fup with fuch a
s perfon,” fays Epictetus, ¢ you complain
% of the long ftories which he tells you
* about his Myfian wars. ‘Now my
¢ friend, fays he, having told you how I
¢ took pofleflion of an eminence at fuch a
$ place, I will tell youhow I was befieged

, “in
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 in fuch another place.’” But if you have
“ a mind not to be troubled with his long
¢ ftories, do not accept of his fupper. If
you accept of his fupper, you have not
¢ the leaft pretence to complain of his long
“ ftories. It is the fame cafe with what
“ you call the evils of human life. Never
¢ complain of that of which it is at all times
“ in your power to rid yourfelf.” Not-
withftanding this gaiety and even levity of
expreflion, however, the alternative of
leaving life, or of remaining in it, was, ac-
cording to the Stoics, a matter of the moft
ferious and important deliberations We
ought never to leave it till we were diftinQ-
ly called upon to do fo by that fuperintend-
ing power which had originally placed us
in it. But we were to confider ourfelves
as called upon to do fo, not merely at the
appointed and unavoidable term of human
life. Whenever the providence of that
fuperintending Power had rendered our
condition in life upon the whole the proper
obje& rather of rejeGtion than of choice;
the great rule which he had given us for
the dire&tion of our condu@, then required
: us
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us to leave it. 'We might then be faid to
hear the awful and benevolent voice of that
divine Being diftinétly calling upon us to
do fo. :

It was upon this account that, according
to the Stoics, it might be the duty of a wife
man to remove out of life though he was
perfeGly happy; while, on the contrary,
it might be the duty of a weak man to re=-
main in it, though he was neceffarily mife-
rable. If, in the fituation of the wife man,
there were more circumftances which were
the natural objets of rejetion than of
choice, the whole fituation became the ob-
je& of rejetion, and the rule which the
Gods had given him for the dire&ion of
his conduét, required that he fhould re-
move out of it as {peedily as particular cir-
cumftances might render convenient. He
was, however, perfectly happy even during
the time that he might think proper to re-
main in it. He had placed his happinefs,
not in obtaining the objecte of his choice,
or in avoiding thofe of his rejeGtion; but
in always choofing and rejecting withr exact

pro=
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propriety; not in the fuccefs, but in the
fitnefs of his endeavours and exertions. If,
in ‘the fituation of the weak man, on the
contrary, there were more circumftances
which were the natural obje&ts of choice
than of rejetion; his whole fituation be-
came the proper obje& of choice, and it
was his duty to remain in it. He was un-
happy, however, from not knowing how
to ufe thofe circumftances. Let his cards
be ever fo good, he did not know how to
play them, and could enjoy no fort of real
fatisfaGtion, either in the progrefs, or in the
event of the game, in whatever manner it
might happen to turn out *,

The propriety, upon fome occafions, of
voluntary death, though it was, perhaps,
" more infifted upon by the Stoics, than by
any other fe& of ancient philofophers, was,
however, a doftrine common to them all,
even to the peaceable and indolent Epicu-
reans.  During the age in which fourith-
ed the founders of all the principal fe&s of

* See Cicero de finibus, lib, 3. . 13. Olivet’s edition,

ancient
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ancient philofophy; during the Peloponne-
fian war and for many years after its con-
clufion, all the different reputlics of Greece
were, athome, almoft always diftracted by
the moft furious fa&tions; and abroad, in-
volved in the moft fanguinary wars, in
which each fought, not merely fuperiority
or dominion, but either completely to ex-
tirpate all its enemies, or, what was not
lefs cruel, to reduce them into the vileft of
all ftates, that of domeflic {lavery, and to
fell them, man, woman, and child, like fo
many herds of cattle, to the higheft bidder
in the market. The {mallnefs of the greater
part of thofe ftates, too, rendered it, to
each of them, no very improbable event,.
that it might itfelf fall into that very calami-
ty which it had fo frequently, either, per-

o haps, atually inflited, or at leaft attempt-

ed to infli¢t upon fome of its neighbours.
In this diforderly ftate of things, the moft
perfe&t innocence, joined to both the higheft
rank and the greateft public fervices, could
give no fecurity to any man that, even at
home and among his own relations and
fellow-citizens, he was not, at fome time

or
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or another, from the prevalence of fome
hoftile and furious fa&ion, to be condemned
to the moft cruel and ignominious punifh-
ment. If he was taken prifoner in war, or
if the city of which he was a member was
conquered, he was expofed, if poflible, to
ftill greater injuries and infults. But every
man naturally, or rather neceflarily, fa-
miliarizes his imagination with the diftrefles
to which he forefees that his fituation may
frequently expofe him. It is impoflible
that a failor fhould not frequently think of
ftorms and fhipwrecks, and foundering at
fea, and of bow he himfelf is likely both to
feel and to a& upon fuch occafions. It
was impoflible, in the fame manner, that
~ a Grecian patriot or hero fhould not fa-
miliarize his imagination with all the dif-
ferent calamities to which he was fenfible
his fituation muft frequently, or rather con-
ftantly expofe him.  As an American
favage prepares his death-fong, and con-
fiders how he fhould a& when he has fall-
en into the hands of his enemies, and isby
them put to death in the moft lingering
tortures, and amidft the infults and derifion

of
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of all the fpectators; fo a Grecian patriot
or hero could not avoid frequently em-
ploying his thoughts in confidering what
he ought both to fuffer and to do in banith-
ment, in captivity, when reduced to flave-
ry, when put to the torture, when brought
to the fcaffold. But the philofophers of all
the different fects very juftly reprefented
virtue; that is, wife, juft, firm, and tem-
perate conduct; not only as the moft pro-
bable, but as the certain and infallible road
to happinefs even in this life.  This con-
du@, however, could not always exempt,
and might even fometimes expofe the per-
fon who followed it to all the calamities
which were incident to that unfettled fitu-
ation of public affairs. They endeavoured,
therefore, to fhow that happinefs was either
altogether, or at. leaft in a great meafure,
independent of fortune; the Stoics, that it
was [0 altogether; the Academic and Peri-
patetic philofophers, that it was fo in a great
meafure. Wife, prudent, and good con-
du& was, in the firft place, the condu&
moft likely to enfure fuccefs in every fpecies

of undertakmg, and fecondly, though it
thould

~
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fhould fail of fuccefs, yet the mind was not
left without confolation. The virtuous man
might f{till enjoy the complete approbation
of his own breaft; and might ftill feel
that, how untoward foever things might
be without, all was calm and peace and
concord within. He might generally com-
fort himfelf, too, with the aflurance that
he poflefled the love and efteem of every
intelligent and impartial fpeGator, who
could not fail both to admire his condu&,
and to regret his misfortune.

Thofe philofophers endeavoured, at the
fame time, to fhow, that the greateft mif-
fortunes to which human life was liable,
might be fupported more eafily than was
commonly imagined. They endeavoured
to point out the comforts which a man
might {lill enjoy when reduced to poverty,
when driven into 'bani{hmeqt, when ex-
poled to the injuftice of popular clamour,
when labouring under blindnefs, under
deafnefs, in the extremity of old age, up~
on the approach of death. They pointed
out, too,.the confiderations which might

contri=
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contribute to fupport his conftancy under

the agonies of pain and even of torture, in
ficknefs, in forrow for the lofs of children,
for the death of friends and relations, &c.
The few fragments which have come down

to us of what the ancient philofophers had

written upon thefe fubje&s, form, perhaps,

one of the moft inftru@ive, as well as one-

of the moft interefting remains of antiquity.
The {pirit and manhood of their do&rines
make a wonderful contraft with the de-

fponding, plaintive, and whining tone of

fome modern fyftems.

.- But while thofe ancient philofophers en-

deavoured in this manner to fuggeft every
confideration which could, as Milton fays,
arm the obdured breaft with ftubborn pa-

tience, as with triple fteel; they, at the-

fame time, laboured above all to convince
their followers that there neither was nor

could be any evil in death; and that, if

their fituation became at any time too hard
for their conftancy to fupport, the remedy
was at hand, the door was open, and they

might, without fear, walk out when they

VOL. II. R pleafed.
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pleafed. If there was no world beyond the
prefent, death, they faid, could be no
evil; and if there was another world, the
Goads muft likewife be in that other, and
a juft man could fear no evil while under
their proteCtion. Thofe philofophers, in
fhort, prepared a death-fong, if 1 may fay
fo, which the Grecian patriots and heroes
might make ufe of upon the proper occa-
fions; and, of all the different fects, the
Stoi¢s, I think it muft be acknowledged,
had prepared by far the moft animated and
fpirited fong.

Suicide, however, never feems to have
been very common among the Greeks.
Excepting Cleomenes, I cannot at prefent
recolle@ any very illuftrious either patriot
or hero of Greece, who died by his own
hand. The death of Ariftomenes is as
much beyond the period .of true hiftery as
that of Ajax. The common ftory. of the
death of Themiftocles, though within that
period, bears upon its face all the marks of
a moft romantic fable. Of all the Greek
heroes whofe lives have been werit-

ten
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ten by Plutarch, Cleomenes appears to
have been the only one who perifhed in
this manner. Theramines, Socrates, and
Phocion, who certainly did net want
courage, fuffered themfelves to be fent to
prifon, and fubmitted patiently to that
death to which the injuftice of their fellow-
citizens had condemned them. The brave
Eumenes allowed himfelf to be delivered
up, by his own mutinous foldiers, to his
enemy Antigonus, and was ftarved to
death, without attempting any violence.
The gallant Philopcemen fuffered himfelf to
be taken prifonér by the Meflenians, was
thrown into a dungeon, and was fuppofed
to have been privately poifoned. Several
of the philofophers, indeed, are faid to
have died in this manner; but their lives
have been fo very foolifhly written, that
very little credit is due to the greater part
of the tales which are told of them. Three
different accounts have been given of the
death of Zeno the Stoic. One is, that after
enjoying, for ninety-eight years, the mo&
perfe&t fate of health, he happened, in -
gomgout of his fchool to fall; and though'
R2 be
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he fuffered no other damage than that of
breaking or diflocating one of his fingers,
he ftruck the ground with his hand, and,
in the words of the Niobe of Euripides,
faid, I come, why doeft thou call me? and
immediately went home and hanged him-
felf. At that great age, one fhould think,
he might have had a little more patience..
Another account is, that, at the fame age,
and in confequence of a like accident, he
ftarved himfclf to death. The third ac-
count is, that, at feventy-two years of age,
he died in the natural way; by far the
moft probable account of the three, and.
fupported too by the authority of a cotem-
porary,. who muft have had every oppor-:
tunity of being well informed; of Perfeus,
originally the flave, and afterwards the
friend and difciple of Zeno. The firft ac~
count is given by Apollonius of Tyre, who
fiourifhed about the time of AuguftusCafar,
between two and three hundred years after
the death of Zeno. I know not who is the.
author of the fecond account. Apollonius,.
who was himfelf a Stoic, had probably
thought it would do honour to the founder
- ‘ of
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of a fe@ which talked fo much about volun-
tary death, to die in this manner by his
own hand. Men of letters, though, after
‘their death, they are frequently more talk-
ed of than the greateft princes or ftatefmen
of their times, are generally, during their
life, fo obfcure and infignificant that their
adventures are feldom recorded by cotem-
porary hiftorians. Thofe of after-ages, in
~ order to fatisfy the public curiofity, and
having no authentic documents either to

- {upport or to contradit their narratives,
feem frequently to have fafhioned them
according to their own fancy; and almoft
always with a great mixture of the marvel-
lous. In this particular cafe the marvel-
lous, though fupported by no authority,
feems to have prevailed over the probable,
though fupported by the beft. Diogenes
Laertius plainly gives the preference to the
ftory of Apollonius.  Lucian and La&an~
tius appear both to have given credit to
that of the great age and' of the violent

death.
R 3 o . 'This |
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This fathion of volun tary death appears
to have been much more prevalent among
the proud Romans, than it ever was among
the lively, ingenious, and-accommodating
Greeks. Evenamong the Romans, thefathion
feems not to have been eftablithed in the
early and, what are called, the virtuous ages
of the republic. 'The common ftory of the
death of Regulus, though probably a fable,
could never have been invented, had it been
fuppofed that any difthonour could fall upon
that hero, from patiently fubmitting to the
tortures which the Carthaginians are faid to
have infli@ed upon him. In the later ages
of the republic fome dithonour, I appre-
- hend, would have attended this fubmiffion.
In the different civil wars which preceded
the fall of the commonwealth, many of the
eminent men of all the contending parties
chofe rather to perith by their own hands,
than to fall into thofe of their enemies.
The death of Cato, celebrated by Cicero,
and cenfured by Cazfar, and become the
fubje& of a very ferious controver{y be-
tween, perhaps, the two moft illuftrious
advocates that the world had ever beheld,

ftamped
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ftamped a chara&er of fplendour upon this
method of dying which it feems to have
retained for feveral ages after. The elo-
quence of Cicero was fuperior to that of
Cafar. The admiring prevailed greatly

over the cenfuring party, and the lovers of

liberty, for many ages afterwards, looked up
to Cato as to the moft venerable martyr of
the republican party. The head of a party,

the Cardinal de Retz obferves, may do what .

.he pleafes ; as long as he retains the con-
fidence of his own friends, he can never do
wrong ; a maxim of which his Eminence
had himfelf, upon feveral occafions, an op-
portunity of experiencing the truth. Cato,
it feems, joined to his other virtues that of
an excellent, bottle companion. His ene-
mies accufed him of drunkennefs, but, fays
Seneca, whoever obje&ed this vice to Cato,
will find it much eafier to prove that drunk-
ennefs is a virtue, than that Cato could be
addi&ted to any vice. .

Under the Emperors this method of
dying feems to have been, for a long time,
perfe@ly fathionable. In the epiftles of

R 4 ~ Pliny
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Pliny we find an account of feveral per-
. fons who chofe to die in this manner, ra-
ther from vanity and oftentation, it would
feem, than from what would appear, even
to a fober and judicious Stoic, any proper
or neceffary reafon. Even the ladies, who
are feldom behind in following the fafhion,
feem frequently to have chofen, moft un-
necefarily, to die in this manner; and, like
the ladies in Bengal, to accompany, upon
fome occafions, their hufbands to the tomb.
The-prevalence of this fathion certainly oc-
cafioned many deaths which would not
otherwife have happened. All the havock,
howe ver, which this, perhaps the higheft
.exertion of human vanity and imperti-
nence, could occafion, would, probably, at

no time, be very great.

~ The principle of fuicide, the principle
which would teach us, upon fome occafions,
to confider that violent action as an obje&
of applaufe and approbation, feems to be al-
together a refinement of philofophy. Na-
ture, in her found and healthful ftate, feems
never to prompt us to fuicide. There is,
‘ indeed,
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indeed, "a fpecies of melancholy (a difeafe
to which human nature, among its other
calamities, is unhappily fubjet) which feems
to be accompanied with, what one may call,
an irrefiftible appetite for felf-deftru&ion.
In circumftances often of the higheft exter- .
nal profperity, and {fometimes too, in {pite
even of the moft ferious and deeply im~
prefled fentiments of religion, this difeafe
has frequently been known to drive its
wretched vitims to this fatal extremity,
The unfortunate perfons who perith in this
miferable manner, are the proper objedts,
not of cenfure, but of commiferation. . To
attempt to punith them, when they are
beyond the reach of all human punifhment,
is not more abfurd than it is unjuft. = That
punifhment can fall only cn their furviving
friends and relations, who are always per-~
fectly innocent, and to whom the lofs of
their friend, in this difgraceful manner, muft
always be alone a very heavy calamity.
Nature, in her found and healthful ftate,
prompts us to .avoid diftrefs upon all-occa-
fions ; upon many occafions to defend our-
fclves againft it, though at the hazard, or
even



250 . - Of SysTEMs Part VII.

even with the certainty of perifhing in that
defence. But, when we have neither been
able to defend ourfelves from it, nor have
perifhed in that defence, no natural princi-
ple, no regard to the approbation of the fup-
pofed impartial fpectator, to the judgment
of the man within the breaft, feems to call
upon usto efcape from it by deftroying
ourfelves. It is only the confcioufnefs of
our own weaknefs, of our own incapacity
to fupport the calamity with proper man-
hood and firmnefs, which can drive us to
this refolution. I do not remember to have
~ either read or heard of any American fa~
vage, who, upon being taken prifoner by
“fome hoftile tribe, put himfelf to death, in
order to avoid being afterwards put to
death in totture, and amidft the infults and
mockery of his enemies. He places his
glory in fupporting thofe torments with
manhood, and in retorting thofe infults with
tenfold contempt and derifion.

This contempt of life and death, how-
ever, and, at the fame time, the moft entire

fubmiffion to the order of Providence; the
moft
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moft complete contentment with every
event which the current of human affairs
could poflibly caft up, may be confidered
as the two fundamental doltrines upon
which refted the whole fabric of Stoical
morality. The independent and fpirited,
but often harfh Epi&tetus, may be confidered
asthe great apoftle of the firft of thofe doc-
trines: the mild, the humane, the be-
nevolent Antoninus, of the fecond.

The emancipated flave of Epaphriditus,
who, in his youth, had been fubjeted to
the infolence of a brutal mafter, who, in his
riper years, was, by the jealoufy and ca=-
price of Domitian, banifhed from Rome
and Athens, and obliged to dwell at Nico=~
polis, and who, by the fame tyrant, might
- expe&t every moment to be fent to Gyarz,
or, perhaps, to be put to death ; could pre-
ferve his tranquillity only by foftering in
his mind the moft fovereign cantempt of
human life. He never exults {fo much,
acordingly; his eloquence is never fo ani-
mated as when he reprefents the futility
v | ' and
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.and nothingnefs of all its pleafures and all
its pains.

The good-natured Emperor, the abfolute
fovereign of the whole civilized part of the
world, who certainly had no peculiar rea-
fon to complain of his own allotment, de-
lights in expreffing his contentment with
the ordinary courfe of things, and in point-
ing out beauties even in thofe parts of it
where vulgar obfervers are not apt to fee
any. There is a propriety and even an
engaging grace, he obferves, in old age as
well as in youth; and the weaknefs and
decrepitude of the one ftate are as fuitable
to nature as the bloom and vigour of the
other. . Death, too, is juft as proper a ter-
mination of old age, as youth is of child-
hood, or manhaod of youth, As we fre-.
quently fay, he remarks upon another oc-
cafion, that the phyfician has ordered to
fuch a man to ride on horfeback, or to ufe
the cold bath, or to walk barefooted; fo
ought we tofay, that Nature, the great
condu&or and phyfician of the univerfe,

has ordered to fuch a man a difeafe, or the
ampu-



Se&t. II.  of MoraL PHiLosopHY. 253-

amputation of a limb, or the lofs of a
child. By the prefcriptions of ordinary
phyficians the patient {wallows many a:
bitter potion; undergoes many a painful
operation. From the very uncertain hope,.
however, that health may. be the confe-
quence, he gladly fubmits to all. The.
harfheft prefcriptions of the great Phyfician-
of nature, the patient may, .in the fame
manner, hope will contribute to his own.:’
health, to his own final profperity and hap-.
pinefs: and he may be perfectly aflured
that they not only contribute, but are in~-
difpenfably neceflary to the health, to the.
profperity and happinefs of the univerfe,.
to the furtherance and advancement of the-
great plan of Jupiter. Had they not been
fo, the univerfe would never have produced.
them; its all-wife Archite@ and Condu&or:
would never have fuffered them to happen.-
As all, even the {rhalleft of the co-exiftent:
parts of the univerfe, are exadtly fitted to
one another, and all contribute to compofe-
one immenfe and conneéted fyftem; fo all,
even apparently the moft infignificant of the-

fuccef="
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\

fucceflive events which follow one another,

make parts, and neceflary parts, of that

great chain of caufes and effe@s which had

no beginning, and which will have no end;

~ and which, as they all neceffarily refult from

the original arrangement and contrivance
of the whole; fo they are all effentially

neceflary, not only to its profperity, but to
its continuance and prefervation. Who-

ever does not cordlally embrace whatever

befals him, whoever is forry that it has be~

fallen him, whoever withes that it had not
befallen him, withes, fo far asin him lies, to
ftop the motion of the univerfe, to break
that great chain of fucceflion; by the pro-
grefs of which that fyftem can alone be

continued and preferved, and, for fome

little conveniency of his own, to diforder
- and difcompofe the whole machine of the
world. O world,” fays he, in another
place, * all things are fuitable to me which:
¢ are fuitable to thee. Nothing is too early
% or too late to me which is feafonable for

“ thee. All is fruit to me which thy fea-.

“ fons bring forth. From thee are all
“ things; in thee are all things; for thee
({3 are
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“ are all things. One man fays, O be-
“ loved city of Cecrops. Wilt not thou
“ fay, O beloved city of God?”

From thefe very fublime dorines the
Stoics, or at leaft fome of the Stoics, ate
tempted to deduce all their paradoxes.

The Stoical wife man.endeavoured to
enter into the views of the great Superin-
tendant of the univerfe, and to fee things
in the fame light in which that divine Be-
ing beheld them. But, to the great Super-
intendant of the univerfe, all the different
events which the courfe of his providence
may bring forth, what to us appear the
{malleft and the greateft, the burfting of a
bubble, as Mr. Pope fays, and that of
a world, for example, were perfe@tly equal,
were equally parts of that great chain which
he had predeftined from all eternity, were
equally the effe@s of the fame unerring
wifdom, of the fame univerfal and bound-
lefs. benevolence.  To the Stoical wife
man, in the fame manner, all thofe differ-
ent events were perfeGtly equal. In the

2 courfe
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courfe of thofe events, indeed, a little de--
partment, in which he had himfelf fome
little management and dire&tion, had been
afligned to him. In this department he
endeavoured to a& as properly as he could,
and to condu& himfelf according to thofe
orders which, he underftood, had been
prefcribed to him.  But he took no anxious
or paflionate concern either in the fuccefs,
or in the difappointment of his own moft .
faithful endeavours.  The higheft pro--
fperity and the total deftruction of that little
department, of that little fyftem which had
been in fome meafure committed to his
charge, were perfectly indifferent to him.
If thofe events had depended upon him,
he would have chofen the one, and he
would have rejected the other. But as
they did not depend upon him, he trufted
to a fuperior wifdom, and was perfeQly
fatisfied that the event which happened,
whatever it might be, was the very event
which he himfelf, had he known all the.-
conneftions and dependencies of things,
would moft earneftly and devoutly have
withed for. Whatever he did under the.
influence
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influence and dire&ion of thofe principles
‘was equally perfect; and when he ftretched
out his finger, to give the example which
they commonly made ufe of, he performed
an ation in every refpe&t as meritorious,
as worthy of praife and admiration, as
when he laid down his life for the fervice
of his country. As, to the great Superin~
tendant of the univerfe, the greateft and
the {malleft exertions of his power, the
formation and diffolution of a world, the
formation and diffolution of a bubble,
were equally eafy, were equally admirable,
and equally the effe@s of the fame divine
wifdom and benevolence; fo, to the Stoical
wife man, what we would call the great
adtion required no more exertion than the
little one, was equally eafy, proceeded
from exailly the fame principles, was in
no refpe&t more meritorious, nor worthy
of any higher degree of praife and admira=
tion. : :

As all thofe who had arrived at this
ftate of perfeGtion, were equally happy; fo
all thofe who fell in the fmalleft degree

VoL, II. s thort
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fhort of it, how nearly foever they might
approach to it, were  equally miferable.
As the man, they faid, who was but an
inch below the furface of the water, could
no more breathe than he who was an hun-
dred yards below it; fo the man who had
not completely fubdued all his private, par-
tial, and felfith paffions, who had any
other earneft defire but that for the univer-
fal happinefs, who had not completely
emerged from that abyfs of mifery and dif-
order into which his anxiety for the grati-
fication of thofe private, partial, and felhfh
paflions had involved him, could no more
breathe the free air of liberty and independ~
‘ency, could no more enjoy .the fecurity
and happinefs of the wife man, than he
who was moft remote from that -fituation.
As all the alions of the wife man were
perfe&, and equally perfe&; fo all thofe
of the man who had not arrived at this
fupreme wifdom were faulty, and, as fome
Stoics pretended, equally faulty. As one
truth, they faid, could not be more true,
nor one falfehood more falfe than anether;
fo an honourable action could not be more
10 : - honour-
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honourable, nor a fhameful one more
fhameful than another. As in fhoating at a
mark, ‘the man who miffed it by an inch
had equally miffed it with him who had
done fo by a hundred yards; fo the man
who, in what to us appears the moft infig-
nificant action, had ated improperly and
without a fufficient reafon, was equally
faulty with him who had done fo in, what
to us appears, the moft important; the
man who has killed a cock, for example,
improperly and without a fufficient reafon,
with him who had murdered his father.

If the firft of thofe two paradoxes fhould
appear fufficiently violent, the fecond is
evidently too abfurd to deferve any ferious
confideration. It is, indeed, fo very abfurd
that one can fcarce help fufpeQing that it

muft have been in fome meafure mifunder-

ftood or mifreprefented. At any rate, I
cannot allow myfelf to believe that fuch
men as Zeno or Cleanthes, men, it is faid,
of the moft fimple as well as of the moft
{ublime eloquence, could be the authors,
cither of thefe, or of the greater part of the

s 2 other

PSR §
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other Stoical paradoxes, which are in
general mere impertinent quibbles, and do
fo little honour to their fyftemthat I {hall
give no further account of them. I am
difpofed to impute them rather to Chryfip~
pus, the difciple and follower, indeed, of
Zeno and Cleanthes, but who, from all
that has been delivered down to us con=-
cerning him, feems to have been a mere
dialeical pedant, without tafte or elegance
of any kind. He may have been the firft
who reduced their do&rines into a {cholaftic
or technical fyftem of artificial definitions,
divifions, and fubdivifions; one of the moft
effeGtual expedients, perhaps, for extin-
guithing whatever degree of good fenfe
there may be in any moral or metaphyfical ’
do@rine. Such a man may very eafily be
fuppofed to have underftood too literally
fome animated expreflions of his mafters in
defcribing the happinefs of the man of per-
fec virtue, and the unhappinefs of who-
ever fell fhort of that charater.

"The Stoics in general feem to have ad-

mltted that there might be a degree of pro-'
ficiency



Sect. 11, of MoRraL PHILOSOPHY. 261

ficiency in thofe who had not advanced to
perfe& virtue and happinefs. They dif-
tributed thofe proficients into different
clafles, according to the degree of their ad-
vancement; and they called the imperfe&
virtues which they fuppofed them capable
of exercifing, not reGitudes, but proprie-
ties, fitnefles, decent and becoming actions,
for which a plaufible or probable reafon
could be afligned, what Cicero exprefles by
the Latin word gffcia, and Seneca, I think
more exallly, by that of convenientia.
The do@rine of thofe imperfe@, but at-
tainable virtues, feems to have conftituted
what we may call the praical morality of
the Stoics. It is the fubje&t of Cicero’s
Offices ; and is faid to have been that of an-
other book written by Marcus Brutus, but
which is now loft,

. The plan and fyftem which Nature has
fketched out for our condu&, feems to be
altogether different from that of the Stoical
philofophy. ' v

53 By
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By Nature the events which immediate-
ly affe& that little department in which
we ourfelves have fome little management
and direCtion, which immediately affect
ourfelves, our friends, our country, are the
events which interet us the moft, and
which chiefly excite our defires and aver~
fions, our hopes and fears, our joys and for-
rows. Should thofe paffions be, what they
are very apt to be, too vehement, Nature
has provided a proper remedy and correc-
tion. The real or even the imaginary pre-
fence of the impartial fpe@ator, the autho-
rity of the man within the breaft, is always
at hand to overawe them into the proper
¢ tone and temper of moderation.

If, notwithftanding our moft faithful ex-
ertions, all the events which can affe& this
little department, thould turn out the moft
unfortunate and difaftrous, Nature has by
no means left us without confolation.
That confolation may be drawn, not only
from the complete approbation of the man
within the breaft, but, if poflible, from a

il
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ftill nobler and more generous principle,
from a firm reliance upon, and a reverential
fubmiffion to, that benevolent wif{dom which
dire&s all the events of human life, and
which, we may be aflured, would never
have fuffered thofe misfortunes to happen,
had they not been indifpehfably neceffary
for the good of the whole.

Nature has not prefcribed to us this fub=
lime contemplation as the great bufinefs and
occupation of our lives. She only points
it out to us as the confolation of our mif-
fortunes. The Stoical philofophy prefcribes
it as-the great bufinefs and occupation of
our lives. 'That philofophy teaches us to,
intereft ourfelves earneftly and anxioufly
in no events, external to the good order
of our own minds, to the propriety of our
own choofing and reje&ing, except in thofe
which concern .a department where we
neither have nor ought to have any fort
-of management or direCtion, the depart-
ment of the great Superintendant of the
univerfe. - By the perfe& apathy which it
prefcribes to us, by endeavouring, not mere-

s 4 ‘ ly
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ly to moderate, but to eradicate all our pri-
vate, partial, and felfith affe@tions, by fufs
fering us to feel for whatever can befall
ourfelves, our friends, our country, not even
the fympathetic and reduced paflions of
the impartial f{pe&ator, itendeavours to ren-~
der us altogether indifferent and uncon-
cerned in the fuccefs or mifcarriage of every
thing which Nature has prefcribed to us as
the proper bufinefs and occupation of our
lives, ' '

The reafonings of philofophy, it may be
faid, though they may confound and per-
plex the underftanding, can never break
down the neceflary conne&ion which Na-
ture haseftablithed between caufes and their
effects.  The caufes which naturally excite
our defires and averfions, our hopes and
fears, our joys and forrows, would ne
doubt, notwithftanding all the reafonings
of Stoicifin, produce upon each individual,
according to the degree of his actual fenfi~
bility, their proper and neceflary effects.
The judgments of the man within the
breaft, however, might be a good deal af-

feQted
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feGted by thofe reafonings, and that great
inmate might be taught by them to aitempt
to overawe all our private, partial, and felf-
ifh -affeCtions into a more or lefs perfe&t
tranquillity. To dire& the judgments of
this inmate is the great purpofe of all fyf-
tems of morality. That the Stoical philo-
fophy had very great influence upon the
chara&er and condué& of its followers, can-
not be doubted ; and that though it might
fometimes incite them to unneceffary vio-
lence, its general tendency was to animate
them o altions of the moft heroic magna-
nimity and moft extenfive benevolence.

IV. Befides thefe ancient, there are fome
modern fyftems, according to which virtue
confifts in propriety ; or in the fuitablenefs
of the affection from which we a&, to the
caufe or object which excites it. The fyf-
tem of Dr, Clark, which places virtue in
a&ing according to the relations of things,
in regulating our condu& according to the
fitnefs or incongruity which there may be
in' the application of certain a&ions to cer-
fain things, or to certain relations: that

of
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of Mr. Woollafton, which places it in aQing
according to the truth of things, according
to their proper nature and eflence, or in
treating them as what they really are, and
not as what they are not: that of my Lord
Shaftefbury, which places itin maintaining
a proper balance of the affections, and in
allowing no paflion to go beyond its proper
fphere ; are all of them more or lefs inac~
‘eurate defcriptions of the fame fundamental
idea.

None of thofe fyftems either give, or
even to pretend to give, any precife or dif-
tin& meafureby which this fitnefs or propri-
ety of affeGtion can be afcertained or judged
of. That precife and diftin& meafure can be
found nowhere but in the fympathetic feel-
ings of the impartial and well-informed
fpeQator.

/ '

The defcription of virtue, befides, which
is either given, or at leaft meant and in-
tended to be given in each of thofe {yftems,
for fome of the modern authors are not very
fortunate in their manner of exprefling
themfelves, is no doubt quite juft, fo far

as
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asitgoes. There isno virtue without pro=
priety, and wherever there is propriety
fome degree of approbation is due. But
ftill this defcription is imperfe&. For
though propriety is an effential ingredient
in every virtuous ation, it is not always
the fole ingredient. Beneficent a&ions
have in them another quality by which
they appear not only to deferve approba-
tion but recompenfe. None of thofe fyf-
tems account either eafily or fufficiently for
that fuperior degree of efteem which feems
due to fuch a&ions, or for that diverfity of
fentiment which they naturally excite.
‘Neither is the defcription of vice more com-
plete. For, in the fame manner, though
impropriety is a neceflary ingredient in
every vicious ation, it is not always the
fole ingredient; and there isoften the higheft
degree of abfurdity and impropriety in
very harmlefs and infignificant a&ions.
Deliberate a&tions, of a pernicious tendency
_ to thofe we live with, have, befides their
impropriety, a peculiar quality of their
own by which they appear to deferve, not
only difapprobation, but punithment; and

to
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to be the objes, not of diflike merely, but
of refentment and revenge: and none of
thofe {yftems eafily and fufficiently account
for that fuperior degree of deteftation which
we feel for fuch ations.

CHAP IL

Of thofe Syftems which make Virtue confiff in
Prudence.

THE moft ancient of thofe fyftems which

make virtue confift in prudence, and
of which any confiderable remains have
come down to us, is that of Epicurus, who
is faid, however, to have borrowed all the
leading principles of his philofophy from
fome of thofe who had gone before him,
particularly from Ariftippus; though it is

very probable, notwithftanding this alle- -

gation of his enemies, that at leaft his man-
ner of applying thofe principles was alto-
gether his own.

Accord-
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According to Epicurus *, bodily pleafure
and pain were the fole ultimate obje&s of
natural defire and averfion. That they
were always the natural obje@s of thofe
paflions, he thought required no proof.
Pleafure might, indeed, appear fometimes to
be avoided; not, however, becaufe it was
pleafure, but becaufe, by the enjoyment
of it, we thould either forfeit fome greater
pleafure, or expofe ourfelves to fome pain
that was more to be avoided than this
pleafure was to be defired. Pain, in the
" fame manner, might appear {fometimes to
be eligible ; not, however, becaufe it was
pain, but becaufe by enduring it we might
either avoid a ftill greater pain, or acquire
fome pleafure of much more importance.
That bodily pain and pleafure, therefore,
were always the natural obje&s of defire and
averfion, was, he thought, abundantly evi-
“dent. Nor was it lefsfo, he imagined, that
they were the fole ultimate objects of thofe
paflions. - Whatever elfe was either defired
or avoided, was fo, according to him, upon

#* See Cicero de finibus, lib, i, Djogenes Laert. 1. x.
' account
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account of its tendency to produce one or
othet of thofe fenfations. The tendency
to procure pleafure rendered power and
riches defirable, as the contrary tendency
to produce pain made poverty and infignifi-
cancy the obje@s of averfion. Honour
and reputation were valued, becaufe the
efteem and love of thofe we live with were
* of the greateft confequence both to procure
pleafure and to defend us from pain. Ig-
nominy and bad fame, on the contrary,
were to be avoided, becaufe the hatred, con-
‘tempt, and refentment of thofe we lived
with, deftroyed all fecurity, and neceflarily
expofed us to the greateft bodily evils.

All the pleafures and pains of the mind
were, according to Epicurus, ultimately de-
rived from thofe of the body. ~ The mind
was happy when it thought of the paft
pleafures of the body, and hoped for others
to come: and it was miferable when it
thought of the pains which the body had
formerly endured, and dreaded the fame or
greater thcreafter. :

But
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But the pleafures and pains of the mind,
though ultimately derived from thofe of the
body, were vaftly greater than their origi«
nals. The body felt only the fenfation of
the prefent inftant, wheteas the mind felt
alfo the paft and the future, the one by re~
- membrance, the other by anticipation, and
confequently both fuffered and enjoyed
much more. When we ate under the
greateft bodily pain, he obferved, we fhall
. always find, if we attend to it, that it is not

the fuffering of the prefent inftant which
chiefly torments us, but either the agonizing
remembrance of the paft, or the yet more
horrible dread of the future. The pain of
each inftant, confidered by itfelf, and cut off
from all that goes before and all that comes
after it, is a trifle, not worth the regarding.
Yet this'is all which the body can ever be
faid to fuffer. In the fame manner, when
we enjoy the greateft pleafure, we fhall al-
ways find that the bodily fenfation, the
fenfation of the prefent inftant, makes but a
fmall part of our happinefs, that our enjoy-
ment chiefly arifes either from the cheerful
recolleCtion of the paft, or the ftill more
: joyous
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joyous anticipation of the future, and that
the mind dlways contributes by much the
largeft fhare of the entertainment. '

Since our happinefs and mifery, there-
fore, depended chiefly-on the mind, if this
part of our nature was well difpofed, if our
thoughts and opinions were as they fhould
be, it was of little importance in what man-
ner our body was affeted. Though under
great bodily pain, we might ftill enjoy a
confiderable fhare of happinefs, if our rea-
fon and judgment maintained their fuperi-
ority. We might entertain ourfelves with
the remembrance of paft, and with the
hopes of future pleafure; we might foften
the rigour of our pains, by recolleting
what it was which, even in this f{ituation,
we were under any neceflity of fuffering.
That this was merely the bodily fenfation,
the pain of the prefent inftant, which by it=
felf could never be very great. That what- .
ever agony we fuffered from the dread of
its continuance, was the effe& of an opinion
of the mind, which might be corrected by
jufter fentiments; by confidering that, if

-our
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our pains were violent, they would proba~
bly be of thort duratiogr; and that if they

" were of long continuance, they would pro-

bably be moderate, and admit of many in-
tervals of eafe; and that, at any rate, death

. was always at hand and within call to deliver

us, -which as, according to him, it put an
end to all fenfation, either of pain or plea-
fure, could not be regarded as an evil.
‘When we are, faid he, death is not; and
when death is, we are not; death therefore
can be nothing to us. .

If the actual fenfation of pofitive pain
was in itfelf {o little to be feared, that of
pleafure was ftill lefs to be defired. Natu~
rally the fenfation of pleafure was much lefs
pungent than that of pain. If, therefore,
this laft could take fo very little from the
happinefs of a well-difpofed mind, - the
other could add f{carce any thing to it.
When the body was free from pain and the
mind from fear and anxiety, the fuperadded
fenfation of bodily pleafure could be of .
very little importance; and though it might

voL. II, T - diver-
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diverfify, could not properly be faid to in-
creafe the happinefs of this fituation.

In eafe of body, therefore, and in fecu-
rity or tranquillity of mind, confifted, ac-
cording to Epicurus, the moft perfe& ftate
of human nature, the moft complete hap-
picefs which man was capable of enjoying.
To obtain this great end of natural defire
was the {ole obje& of all the virtues, which,
according to him, were not defirable upon
their own acccunt, but upon account of
their tendency to bring about this fituation.

Prudence, for example, though, accord-
ing to this philofophy, the fource and
principle of all the virtues, was not defirable
upon its own account. That careful -and
laborious and circumfpe& ftate of mind,
ever watchful and ever attentive to the moft
diftant confequences of every a&ion, could
not be a thing pleafant or agreeable for its
own fake, but upon account of its ten-

-dency to procure the greateft goods and to
keep off the greateft evils.
. To
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To abftain from pleafure too, to curb and
reftrain our natural paffions for enjoyment,
which was the office of temperance, could
never be defirable for its own fake. The
whole value of this virtue arofe from its
utility, from its enabling us to poftpone the
prefent enjoyment for the fake of a greater,
to come, or to avoid a greater pain that
might enfue from it. Temperance, in
{hort, was nothing but prudence with re-
gard to pleafure.

To fupport labour, to endure pain, to
be expofed to danger or to death, the fitu-
ations which fortitude would often lead us
into, were furely fiill lefs the objecs. of
natural defire.  They were chofen only to
avoid greater evils. We f{ubmitted to la=
bour, in order to avoid the greater fhame
and pain of poverty, and we expofed our-
felves to danger and to death in defence of
our liberty and property, the means and
inftruments of pleafure and happinefs; or

_in defence of our country, in the fafety of

which our own was neceflarily compre-
hended Fortitude enabled us to do all
T 2 thls
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this cheerfully, as the beft which, in our
prefent fituation, could poffibly be done,
and was in reality no more than prudence,
good judgment, and prefence of mind in
properly appreciating pain, labour, and
danger, always choofing the lefs in order to
avoid the greater.

It is the fame cafe with juftice. .To ab-
ftain from what is another’s was not defir-
able on its own account, and it could not
furely be better for you, that I fhould pof-
fefs what is my own, than that you fhould
poflefs it.  You ought, however, to abftain
from whatever belongs to me, becaufe by
doing otherwife you will provoke the re-
fentment and indignation of mankind. The
{ecurity and tranguillity of your mind will
be entirely deftroyed. You will be filled

' with fear and confternation at the thought
of that punifhment which you will imagine
that men are at all times ready to infli&t up-

- on you, and from which no power, no art,
‘no concealment; will ever, in your own
fancy, be fufficient to protet you. That
other fpecies of juftice which confifts in

' ' doing
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doing proper good offices to different per-
fons, according to the various relations of
neighbours, kinfmen, friends, benefacors,

fuperiors, or equals, which they may ftand

in to us, is recommended by the fame rea-

fons. To a& properly in all thefe different

relations procures us the efteem and love of
thofe we live with; as to do otherwife ex='
cites their contempt and hatred. By the

one we naturally fecure, by the other we

neceflarily endanger our own eafe and tran- -
quillity, the great and ultimate obje&s of

all our defires. 'The whole virtue of juftice,

therefore, the moft important of all the vir-

tues, is no more than difcreet and prudent

condu&t with regard to our neighbours.

Such is the do&rine of Epicurus concern-
ing the nature of virtue. It may feem ex-
traordinary that this philofopher, who is de-
fcribed as a perfon of the moft amiable man-~
ners, thould never have obferved, that,
whatever may be the tendency of thofe vir~
tues, or of the contrary vices, with regard
to our bodily eafe and fecurity, the fenti-
ments which they naturally excite in others

T3 are
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are the obje@s of a' much more paffionate
defire or averfion than all their other con~
fequences; that to be amiable, to be re-
fpectable, to be the proper obje&t of efteem,
is by every well-difpofed mind more valued
than all the eafe and fecurity which love,
refpe@, and efteem can procure us; that,
on the contrary, to be odious, to be con-
temptible, to be the proper obje&t of indig-
nation, is more dreadful than all that we
can {uffer in our body from hatred, con-
tempt, or indignation ; and that confequent<
ly our defire of the one chara&ter, and our
averfion to the other, cannot arife from
any regard to the effets which either of
them is likely to produce upon the body.

© This fyftem is, no doubt, altogether in-
confiftent with that which T have been en-
deavouring to eftablith. It is not difficult,
however, to difcover from what phafis, if
I may fay fo, from what particular view or
afpe of nature, this account of things de-
rives its probability. By the wife contri-
vance of the Author of nature, virtue is upon
all ordinary occafions, even with regard to

g ' this -
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this life, real wifdom, and the fureft and
readieft means of obtaining both fafety and
advantage. Our fuccefs or difappointment
in our undertakings muft very much depend
upon the good or bad opinion which is
commonly entertained of us, and upon the
general difpofition of thofe we live with,
either to affift or to oppofe us. But the
beft, the {ureft, the eafieft, and the readieft
way of obtaining the advantageous and of
avoiding the unfavourable judgments of
others, is undoubtedly to render ourfelves
the proper objects of the former and not of
the latter. “ Do you defire,” faid Socrates,
¢ the reputation of a good mufician? The
“ only fure way of obtaining it, is to be-
come a good mufician. 'Would you de-
fire in the fame manner to be thought
capable of ferving your country either as

(14
[{3
(13
€

“ way in this cafe too is really to acquire

“ the art and experience of war and
¢ government, and to become really fit to
‘ be a general or a ftatefman. And in the
“ fame manner if you would be reckoned
“ fober, temperate, juft, and equitable, the

T 4 “ beft

a general or as a ftatefman? The beft
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“ beft way of acquiring this reputation is
“ to become fober, temperate, juft, and
¢ equitable. If you can really render your-
¢« felf amiable, refpe&able, and the proper
“ obje@ of efteem, there is no fear of your
not foon acquiring the love, the refpe&,
and efteem of thofe you live with.”
Since the pradice of virtue, therefore, is in
general fo advantageous, and that of vice
fo contrary to our intereft, the confideration
of thofe oppofite tendencies undoubtedly
ftamps an additional beauty and propriety
upon the one, and a new deformity and
impropriety upon the other. Temperance,
magnanimity, juftice, and beneficence, come
thus to be approved of, not only under
their proper charadters, but under the ad-
ditional charaéer of the higheft wifdom and
moft real prudence. Andin the fame man-
ner, the contrary vices of intemperance,
pufillanimity, injuftice, and either malevo-
lence or fordid felfithnefs, come to be dif-
approved of, not only under their proper
charadters, but under the additional charac-
ter of the moft thort-fighted folly and weak-
nefs.  Epicurus appears in every virtue to

have
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have attended to this fpeciés.of propriety
only. It is that which is moft apt to occur

_ to thofe who are endeavouring to perfuade

others to regularity of condu&. When
men by their praftice, and perhaps too by
their maxims, manifeftly thew that the
natural beauty of virtue is not like to have
much'effe& upon them, how is it poffible
to move them but by reprefenting the
folly of their condu&, and how much they
themfelves are in the end likely to fuffer
by it?

By running up all the different virtues

too to this one fpecies of propriety, Epicu-

rus indulged a propenfity, which is natural
to all men, but which philofophers in par-
ticular are apt to cultivate with a peculiar
fondnefs, as the great means of difplaying
their ingenuity, the propenfity to account
for all appearances from as few principles as
poffible. And he, no doubt, indulged this,
propenﬁty ftill further, when he referred
all the primary obje&s of natural defire and
averfion to the pleafures and pains cf the
body. The great patron of the atomical
philofo-
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philofophy, who took fo much pleafure in
deducing all the powers and qualities of
bodies from the moft obvious and familiar,
the figure, motion, and arrangement of the
fmall parts of matter, felt no doubt a {imi-
lar fatisfaion, when he accounted, in the
fame manner, for all the fentiments and
paffions of the mind from thofe which are
moft obvious and familiar.

The fyftem of Epicurus agreed with
thofe of Plato, Ariftotle, and Zeno, in
making virtue confift in a&ing in the moft
fuitable manner to obtain * primary objeés
of natural defire. It differed from all of
them in two other refpefs; firft, in the
account which it gave of thofe primary ob-
je&s of natural defire; and fecondly, in
the account which it gave of the excellence
of virtue, or of the reafon why that quality
ought to be efteemed.

The primary obje&s of natural defire
confifted, according to Epicurus, in bodily

& Prima naturz.
pleafure
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pleafure and pain, and in nothing “elfe:
whereas, according to the other three phi-
lofophers, there were many other obje@s,
fuch as knowledge, fuch as the happinefs
of our relations, of our friends, of our
country, which were ultimately defirabla
for their own fakes.

Virtue too, according to Epicurus, did
not deferve to be purfued for its own fake,
nor was itfelf one of the ultimate obje&s of
" natural appetite, but was eligible only upon
account of its tendency to prevent pain and
to procure eafe "and pleafure. In the
opinion of the other three, on the contrary,
it was defirable, not merely as the means
of procuring the other primary objecs of
natural defire, but as fomething which was
in itfelf more valuable than them all. Man,
they thought, being born for a&ion, his
happinefs muft confift, not merely in the
agreeablenefs of his paffive fenfations, but
alfo in the propriety of his alive exertions.
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CHAP I

Of thofe Syflems which make Virtue confiff in

Benevolence,

T HE fyftem which makes virtue confift
in benevolence, though I think not
fo ancient as all of thofe which I have al-
ready given an account of, is, however, of
very great antiquity. It feems to have
. been the do@rine of the greater part of
thofe philofophers who, about and after the
age of Auguftus, called themfelves Ecleics,
wha pretended to follow chiefly the opinions
of Plato and Pythagoras, and who upon
that account are commonly known by the
name of the later Platonifts.

~ In the divine nature, according to thefe
authors, benevolence or love was the fole
principle of adtion, and dire@ed the ex-
ertion of all the other attributes. The wif-

dom of the Deity was employed in finding
out
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out the means for bringing about thofe ends
which his goodnefs fuggefted, as his infinite
power was exerted to execute them. Be-
nevolence, however, was ftill the fupreme
and governing attribute, to which the others
were fubfervient, and from which the
- whole excellency, or the whole morality,
if I may be allowed fuch an expreffion, of
the divine operations, was ultimately de-
rived. 'The whole perfeGtion and virtue of
the human mind confifted in fome refem-
blance or participation of the divine per-
feQtions, and, confequently, in being filled
with the fame principle of benevolence and
love which influenced all the a&ions of the
Deity. The attionsof men which flowed
from this motive were alone truly praife-
worthy, or could claim any merit in the
fight of the Deity. It was by adions of
charity and love only that we could imitate,
as became us, the condu& of God, that we
could exprefs our humble and devout ad-
miration of his infinite perfetions, that by
foftering in oyr own minds the fame divine
principle, we could bring our own affeions
to a greater refemblance with his holy attri-

butes,
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butes, and thereby become more proper ob=
jects of his love and efteem ; till at laft we
arrived at that immediate converfe and com-
-munication with the Deity to which it was
the great obje&t of this philofophy to raife
us,

This fyftem, as ‘it was much eftecemed by
many ancient fathers of the Chriftian church,
Yo after the Reformation it was adopted by
{everal divines of the moft eminent piety
and learning and of the moft amiable man-
ners; particularly, by Dr. Ralph- Cud-
worth, by Dr. Henry More, and by Mr.
John Smith of Cambridge. But of all the
patrons of this fyftem, ancient or modern,
the late Dr. Hutchefon was undoubtedly,
beyond all comparifon, the moft acute, the
moft diftin&, the moft philofophical, and
what is of the greateft confequence of all,
the fobereft and moft judicious.

~ That virtue confifts in benevolence is a
notion fupported by many-appearances in
human nature. It has been obferved al-

ready, that proper benevolence is the moft
: grace-
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graceful and agreeable of all the affeftions,
that it is recommended to us by a double
fympathy, that as its tendency is neceflarily
beneficent, it is the proper obje&t of grati-
tude and reward, and that upon all thefe ac-
counts it appears to our natural fentiments
to poflefs a merit fuperior to any other:
It hasbheen obferved too,that even the weak=
nefles of benevolence are not very difagree~
able to us, whereas thofe of every other paf-
fion are always extremely difgufting. Who
does not abhor exceflive malice, excellive
felfithnefs, or exceflive refentment? But
the moft exceflive indulgence even of par-
tial friendfhip is not fo offenfive. It is the
benevolent paflions only which can exert
themfelves without any regard or attention
to propriety, and yet retain fomething about
them which is engaging. There is fome-
thing pleafing even in mere inftin&ive
good-will which goes on to do good offices
‘without once refle&ting whether by this
condud it is the proper obje& either of
‘blame or approbation. It is not fo with the
other paflions. The moment they are de-
ferted, the moment they are unaccompanied

by



288 Of SYSTEMS Part VIL.

by the fenfe of propnety, they: ceafe to be
agrecable.

As benevolence beftows upon thofe ac-
tions which proceed from it, a beauty fupe-
rior to all others, fo the want of it, and
much more the contrary inclination, com-
. municates a peculiar deformity to whatever
evidences fuch a difpofition.  Pernicious
a&ions are often punifhable for no other
reafon than becaufe they fhew a want of
fufficient attention to the happinefs of our
neighbour.

Befides all this, Dr. Hutchefon * obferved,
that whenever in any a&ion, fuppofed to
proceed from benevolent affe@ions, fome
other motive had been difcovered, our fenfe
of the merit of this altion was juft fo far
diminifhed as this motive was believed to
have influenced it. If an a&ior, fuppofed
to proceed from gratitude, fhould be dif-
covered to have arifen from an expe@ation
of fome new favour, or if what was appre-

. Sec"lnqutry concermng Virtue, fe&t. 1. and 2.

hendcd
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hended to proceed from public fpirit, fhould
be found out - to have taken its origin from
the hope of a pecuniary reward, fuch a
difcovery would entirely deftroy all notion
of merit or praife-worthinefs in either of
thefe actions. Since, therefore, the mix-
ture of any felfith motive, like that of a bafer
alloy, diminithed or took away altogether
the merit which would otherwife have be-
longed to any altion, it was evident, he
imagined, that virtue muft confift in pure
and difinterefted benevolence alone.

When thofe a&ions, on the contrary;
which are. commonly fuppofed to proceed
from a felfith motive, are difcovered to have
arifen from a benevolent one, it greatly en-
hances our fenfe of their merit. . If we be-
lieved of any perfon that he endeavoured
to advance his fortune from no other view
but that of doing friendly offices, and of
making proper returns to Lis benefaltors,
we fhould only love and efteem him the
more. And this obfervation feemed ftill
more to eonfirm the conclufion, that it was

YOL.IL U bene-
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benevolence only which could ftamp upon
any action the charater of virtue.

Laft of all, what, he imagined, was an
evident proof of the juftnefs of this account
of virtue, in all the difputes of cafuifts con<
cerning the re&itude of condu&, the public
good, he obferved, was the ftandard to
which they conftantly referred; thereby
univerfally acknowledging that whatever
tended to promote the happinefs of man~
kind was right and laudable and virtuous,
and the contrary, wrong, blamable, and vi-
~ cious. In the late debates about paffive
obedience and the right of refiftance, the
fole point in controverfy among mea of
fenfe was, whether univerfal fubmiffion
would probably be attended with greater
evils than temporary infurre@tions when
privileges were invaded. Whether what,
upon the whole, tended moft to the happi-
nefs of mankind, was not alfo morally good,
was never once, he faid, made a queftion.

Since benevolence, therefore, was the
only motive which could beftow upon any
' altion
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a&tionthechara&er of virtue, the greater the
benevolence which was evidenced by any
action, the greater the praife which muft be«
long to it.

Thofe altions which aimed at the hap-
pinefs of a great community, as they demon=
ftrated a more enlarged benevolence than
thofe which aimed only at that of a fmallet
fyftem, fo were they, likewife, proportion=
ally the more virtuous. The moft virtu=
ous of all affe@tions, therefore, was that
which embraced as its object the happinefs
of all intelligent beings. The leaft virtu-
ous, on the contrary, of thofe to which the
charaler of virtue could in any refpe@ be-
- long, was that which aimed no further than
at the happinefs of an individual, fuch as a
fon, a brother, a friend.

In direfting all our a&tions to promote -
the greateft poffible good, in fubmitting all
inferior affe@ions to the defire of the general
happinefs of mankind, in regarding one’s
felf but as one of the many, whofe pro-
fperity was to be purfued no further than

’ v2 it
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it was confiftent with, or conducive to that
of the whole, confifted the perfection of
virtue. ' ,

Self.love was a principle which could
never be virtuous in any degree or in any
direGtion. It was vicioys whenever it ob-
ftructed the general good. When it had
no other effec than to make the individual

take care of his own happinefs, it was mere--

ly innocent, and though it deferved no
praife, neither ought it to incur any blame.,
Thofe benevolent actions which were per=
formed, notwithftanding fome ftrong mo-
tive from felf-intereft, were the more vir-
tuous upon that account. They demon-
ftrated the ftrength and vigour of the bene-
volent principle. :

Dr. Hutchefon * was fo far from allow-
ing [elf-love to be in any cafe a motive of
virtuous actions, that even a regard to the
pleafure of felf-approbation, to the comfort-

* Inquiry concerning virtue, fe&. 2. art. 4. allo
. Tlluftrations on the moral fenfe, fect. 5. laft paragraph.

abie

- -
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able applaufe of our own confciences, ac-
cording to him, diminifhed the merit of a
benevolent a&ticn. This was a felfith mo-
tive, he thought, which, fo far as it contri-
buted to any acion, demonftrated the -
weaknefs of that pure and difinterefted be-
nevolence which could alone ftamp upon
the conduct of man the chara&er of virtue.
In the common judgments of mankind,
however, this regard to the approbation of
our own minds is fo far from being con-
fidered as what can in any refpe& diminifh
the virtue of any a&ion, that it is rather
looked upon as the fole motive which de-
ferves the appellation of virtuous,

Such is the account given of the nature
of virtue in this amiable fyftem, a {yftem
which has a peculiar tendency to nourith
and fupport in the human heart the nobleft
and the moft agreeable of all affe¢tions, and
not only to check the injuftice of felf-love,
but in fomemeafure todifcourage thatprin-
ciple altogether, by reprefenting it as what
could never refle@® any honour upon thofe
who were influenced by it.

U3 As
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As fome of the other fyftems which I
have already given an account of, do not
fufficiently explain from whence arifes the
peculiar excellency of the fupreme virtue
of beneficence, fo this fyftem fegms to have
the contrary defe, of not fufficiently ex-
plaining from whence arifes our approba-
tion of the inferior virtues of prudence, vi-
gilance, circumfpe&tion, temperance, con-
ftancy, firmnefs. The view and aim of
our affetions, the beneficent and hurtful
effe@ts which they tend to produce, are the
only qualities at all attended to in thig
fyftem, Their propriety and impropriety,
their fuitablenefs and unfuitablenefs, to the
caufe which excites them, are difregarded
altogether.

Regard to our own private happinefs and
intereft, too, appear upon many occafions
very laudable principles of ation. The
habits of ceconomy, induftry, dilcretion,
attention,and application of thought, are
generally fuppofed to be cultivated from
felf-interefted motives, and at the fame
time are apprehended to be very praife-
worthy qualities, which deferve the efteem

‘ and
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and approbation of every body. The mix-
- ture of a felfith motive, it is true, feems
often to fully the beauty of thofe a&ions
which ought to arife from a benevolent af-
feQion. The caufe of this, however, is not
that felf-love can never be the motive of
a virtuous adion, but that the benevolent
principle appears in this particular cafe to
want its due degree of ftrength, and to be
altogether unfuitable to its obje&t.. The
charadter, therefore, feems evidently im-
perfe&, and upon the whole to deferve
blame rather than praife. The mixture of
a benevolent motive in an action to which
{elf-love alone ought to be fufficient to
prompt us, is not fo apt indeed to diminith
our fenfe of its propriety, or of the virtue
of the perfon who performs it. We are
not ready to fufpe® any perfon of being
defeive in felfithnefs. This is by nomeans
the weak fide of human nature, or the fail-
ing of which we are apt to be fufpicious.
If we could really believe, however, of any’
man, that, was it not from a regard to his
family and friends, he would not take that
*proper care of his health, his life, or his for- -
v4 tune,

/
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* tune, to which felf-prefervation alone ought
to be fufficient to prompt him, it would un~
doubtedly be a failing, though one of thofe
amiable failings, which render a perfon
rather the obje& of pity than of contempt
" or hatred. It would flill, however, fome-
what diminith the dignity and refpecable-
nefs of his chara&ter. Careleflnefs and
want of ccconomy are univerfally difap-
proved of, not, however, as proceeding from .
a want of benevolence, but from a want of
the proper attention to the obje@s of felf=
intereft,

Though the ftandard by which cafuifts
frequently determine what is right or
Wrong in human condud, be its tendency
to the welfare or diforder of fociety, it does
not follow that a regard to the welfare of fo-
ciety fhould be the fole virtuous motive of
adtion, but only that, in any competition,
it ought to caft the balance againft all other
motives. -

Benevolence may, ’per}‘laps, be the fole
principle of a&tion in the Deity, and there
are
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are feveral, not improbable, arguments
which tend to perfuade us that it is fo. It
is not eafy to conceive what other motive
an independent and all-perfe&t Being, who
flands in need of nothing external, and
whofe happinefs is complete ‘in himfelf;
can a& from. But whatever may be the
cafe with the Deity, fo imperfet a crea-
ture as.man, the fupport of whofe exift-
ence requires fo many things external to
him, muft often aé from many other mo-
tives. 'The condition of human nature
were peculiarly hard, if thofe affetions,
which, by the very nature of our being,
ought frequently to influence our condu&,
could upon no occafion appear wvirtuous,
or deferve efteem and commendation from
any body. ‘

Thofe three {yftems, that which places
wirtue in propriety, that which places it in
prudence, and that which makes it confift
in benevolence, are the principal accounts
which haye been given of the nature of vir-
tue. To one or other of them, all the
pther defcriptions of virtue, how differ-

‘ ent
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ent foever they may appear, are eaﬁly Ire-
dUCibleo

That fyftem which places virtue in obe-
dience to the will of the Deity, may be
counted either among thofe which make it
confift in prudence, or among thofe which
make it confift in propriety. When it is
afked, why we ought to obey the will of
the Deity, this queftion, which would be
impious and abfurd in the higheft degree, if
afked from any doubt that we ought to
obey him, can admit but of two different
anfwers. It muft either be faid that we
ought to obey the will of the Deity be-
caufe he is a Being of infinite power, who
will reward us eternally if we do fo, and
punifh us eternally if we do otherwife: or
it muft be faid, that independent of any re-
gard to our own happinefs, or to rewards
and punifhments of any kind, there is a
congruity and fitnefs that a creature thould
obey its creator, that a limited and imper-
fe& being fhould fubmit to one of infinite
and incomprehenfible perfetions. Befides
one or other of thefe two, it is impoffible to

conceive
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conceive that any other anfwer can be given
to this queftion. If the firft anfwer be the
proper one, virtue confifts in prudence, or
in the proper purfuit of our own final in-
tereft and happinefs; fince it is upon this
account that we are obliged to obey the will
of the Deity. If the fecond anfwer be the
proper one, virtue muft confift in propriety,
fince the ground of our obligation to obe-
dience is the fuitablenefs or congruity of
the fentiments of humility and fubmiffion
to the fuperiority of the obje which ex~
gites them.

That fyftem which places virtue in uti-
lity, coincides too with that which makes it
confift in propriety. According to this
fyftem, allthofe qualities of the mind which
are agreeable or advantageous, either to the
perfon himfelf or to others, are approved
of as virtuous, and the contrary difapproved
of as vicious. But the agreeablenefs or
utility of any affe@tion depends upon the
degree which it is allowed to fubfift in.
. Every affe@tion is ufeful when it is con-
fined to a certain degree of moderation j

5 and -
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and every affe@tion is difadvantageous
when it exceeds the proper bounds. Ac-
cording to this fyftem therefore, virtue con-
fifts not in any one affeGtion, but in the
proper degree of all the affetions. The
- only difference between it and that which
I have been endeavouring to eftablifh, is,
that it makes utility, and not fympathy, or
the correfpondent affeCtion of the fpeQator,
the natural and original meafure of thig
proper degree,

CHAP. IV.
Of licentions Syflems.

ALL thofe fyftems, which I have hitherto
given an account of, fuppofe that
there is a real and eflential diftin&ion be-
tween vice and virtue, whatever thefe qua-
lities may confift in. There is a real and
effential difference between the propriety
and impropriety of any affe®ion, betwcen
bene-
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benevolence and any other principle of

- a@ion, between real prudence and fhort-

fighted folly or precipitate rathnefs. Inthe
main too all of them contribute to encou-
rage the praife-worthy, and todifcourage the
blamable difpofition.

It may be true, perhaps,of fome of them,
that they tend, in fome meafure, to break
the balance of the affeGtions, and to give
the mind a particular bias to fome princi-
ples of action, beyond the proportion that
isdue to them. The ancient fyftems, which
place virtue in propriety, feem chiefly to
recommend the great, the awful, and
the refpe@able virties, the virtues of
felf-government and ielf-command ; forti-
tude, magnanimity, independency upon
fortune, the contempt of all outward acci-
dents, of pain, poverty, exile, and death.
It is in thefe great exertions that the nobleft
propriety of condu& is difplayed. The foft,
the amiable, the gentle virtues, all the vir-
tues of indulgent humanity are, in compa=
rifon, but little iqﬁﬁed upon, and feem, on

' the
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the contrary, by the Stoics in particular,
to have been often regarded as mere weak=
nefles which it behoved a wife man not to
harbour in his breaft. ~

The benevolent fyftem, on the other
hand, while it fofters and encourages all
thofe milder virtues in the higheft degree,.
feems entirely to negle& the more lawful and
refpe@able qualities of the mind. It even
deniesthem the appellation of virtues. It calls
them moral abilities,and treats them as qua~
lities which do not deferve the fame fort of
efteem and approbation, that is due to what
is properly denominated virtue. Al thofe
principles of a&tion which aim only at our
own intereft, it treats, if that be poflible,
ftill worfe.” So far from having any merit
of their own, they diminifh, it pretends,
the merit of benevolence, when they co~
operate with it: and prudence, it is afferted,
when employed only in promoting pri~
vate intereft, can never even be imagined a

- virtue,

‘That
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That fyftem, again, which makes virtue
confift in prudence only, while it gives the
higheft encouragement to the habits of cau-
tion, vigilance, fobriety, and judicious mo=
deration, feems to degrade equally both the
amiable and refpeCtable virtues, and to ftrip
the former of all their beauty, and the lats
ter of all their grandeur. .

But notwithftanding thefe defetts, the
~ general tendency of each of thofe three
fyftems is to encourage the beft and moft
laudable habits of the human mind: and
it were well for fociety, if, either mankind
in general, or even thofe few who pretend
to live according to any philofophical rule,
were to regulate their conduét by the pre~
cepts of any one of them. We may learn
from each of them fomething that is both
valuable and peculiar.. .If it was poffible,
by precept and exhortation, - to infpire the
mind with fortitude and magnanimity, the
ancient {yftems of propriety would feem
 fofficient to do this. Or if it was poffible,
by the fame means, to foften it into hu-

mamty, and to awaken the affeGions of
kind-
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~ kindnefs and general love towards thofe we
live with, fome of the piGtures with which
the benevolent fyftem prefents us; iight
feem capable of producing this effet: We
may learn from the fyftem of Epicurus,
though undoubtedly the moft imperfe& of
all the three, how much the praétice of
both the amiable and refpectable virtues is
conducive to our own intereft, to our own
cafe and fafety and quiet even in this life.
As Epicurus placed happinefs in the attain~
ment of eafe and fecurity, he exerted him-
felf ina particular manner to fhow that vir«
tue was, not merely the beft and the fureft,
but the only means of acquiring thofe in="
valuable pofleflions. The good effeéts of
virtue, upon our inward tranquillity and
peace of mind, are what other philofophers
have chiefly celebrated. Epicurus, with=-
out negle@ting this topic, has chiefly in«
fifted upon the influence of that amiable
quality on our outward profperity and fafe~
ty. It was upon this account that his writ-
ings were fo much ftudied in the ancient
world by men of all different philofophical
parties. It is from him that Cicero, the

grea-t’ ’



Se&. II..  of MoraL PuiLosorny. 308

great enemy of the Epicurean fyftem, bor-
rows his moft agreeable proofs that virtue
alone is fufficient to fecure happinefs.
Seneca, though a Stoic, the fe& moft oppo-
{ite to that of Epicurus, yet quotes this
philofopher more frequently than any
other.

There is, however, another fyftem which
feems to take away altogether the diftinGion
between vice and virtue, and of which the
tendency is, upon that account, wholly per- '
nicious: I mean the fyftem of Dr. Mande-
~ville. Though the notions of this author
are in almoft every refpe& erroneous, there
are, however, fome appearances in human
nature, which, when viewed in a certain
manner, feem at firft fight to favour them.
Thefe, defcribed and exaggerated by the
lively and humorous, though coarfe and
ruftic eloquence of Dr. Mandeville, have
thrown upon his dorines an air of truth
and probability which is very apt to impofe
- upon the unfkilful,

VOL. II. *x ‘ Dr.
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Dr. Mandeville confiders whatever is

" done from a fenfe of propriety, from a re-

gard to what is commendable and praife-

.worthy, as being done from a love of praife

and commendation, .or as he calls it from
vanity. Man, he obferves, is naturally
much more interefted in his own happinels
than in that of others, and it is impoffible

that in his heart he can ever really prefer

their profperity to his own. Whenever he
appears to do-fo, we may be affured that he
impofes upon us, and that he is then adl-
ing from the fame felfifh motives as at all
other times. Among his other felfith paf-
fions, vanity is one of the fitrongeft, and he
is always eafily flattered and greatly de-
lighted with the applaufes of thofe about
him. When he appears to facrifice- his
own intereft to that of his companions, he
knows that this condu&@ will be highly
agreeable to their felf-love, and that they
will not fail to exprefs their fatisfaction by
beftowing upon him the moft extravagant

- praifes. ‘'The pleafure which he expells

from this, over-balances, in his opinion,
the

3
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the intereft which he abandons in order to
procure it. His condu@, therefore, upon
this occafion, is in reality juft as felfith, and |
arifes from juft as mean a motive as upon

‘any other. He is flattered, however, and

he flatters himfelf with the belief that it is
entirely difinterefted; fince, unlefs this
was fuppofed, it would not feem to merit
any commendation either in his own eyes
or in thofe of others. All public fpirit,
therefore, all preference of public to private .
intereft, is, according to him, a mere cheat
and impofition upon mankind; and that
human virtue which is fo much boafted of,
and which is the occafion of fo much emu-
lation among men, is the mere offspring of
flattery begot upon pride. :

Whether the moft generous and public-
fpirited aCtions may not, in fome fenfe, be
regarded as proceeding from felf-love, I
fhall not at prefent examine. The de-
cifion of this queftion is net, I apprehend,
of any importance towards eftablithing the
reality of virtue, fince felf-love may fre—
quently be a virtuous motive of action. I

X 2 thall
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fhall only endeavour to fhow that the de-
fire of doing what is honourable and noble,
of rendering ourfelves the proper obje@s of
efteem and approbation, cannot with any
propriety be called vanity. Even the love
of well-grounded fame and reputation, the

'defire of acquiring efteem by what is really '

eftimable, does not deferve that name. The
firft is the love of virtue, the nobleft and
the beft paffion of human nature. The
fecond is the love of true glory, a paffion
inferior no doubt to the former, but which
in dignity appears to come immediately
after it He is guilty of vanity who de-
fires praife for qualities which are either

not praife-worthy in any degree, or not in’

that degree in which he expets to be
praifed for them; who fets his chara&er
upon the frivolous ornaments of drefs and
equipage, or upon the equally frivolous ac-
complithments of ordinary béhaviour. He
is guilty of vanity who defires praife for
what indeed very well deferves it, but
. what he perfe@ly knows does not belong to
“him. ‘The empty coxcomb who gives him-

felf airs of importance which he has no title

to,

N ——
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_to, the filly liar who afflumes the merit of
adventures which never happened, the
foolith plagiary who gives himfelf out for
the author of what he has no pretenfions .
to, are properly accufed of this paffion.
He too is faid to be guilty of vanity who
is not contented with the filent fentiments
of efteem and approbation, who feems to
be fonder of their noify expreflions and ac-
clamations than of ‘the fentiments them-
felves, who is never fatisfied but when his
own praifes are ringing. in his ears, and
who folicits with the moft anxjous impor~-
tunity all external marks of refpe&, is fond
of titles, of compliments, of being vifited,
of being attended, of being taken notice of
in public places with the appearance of de-
ference and attention. This frivolous paf-
fion is altogether different from either of .
the two former, and is the paffion of the
loweft and the leaft of mankind, as they
are of the nobleft and the greateft.

But thoughi thefe three paflions, the de- |
fire of rendering ourfelves the proper ob=
je&s of honour and efteem; or of becom-.

X3 : ing .
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ing what is honourable and eftimable; the
defire of acquiring honour and efteem by
really deferving thofe fentiments; and the
frivolous defire of praife at any rate, are
widely different; though the two former
are always approved of, while the latter
never fails to be defpifed; there is, how-
~ ever, a certain remote aflinity among them,
which, exaggerated by the humorous and
diverting eloquence of this lively author,
has enabled him to impofe upon his readers. *
‘There is an affinity between vanity and the
love of true glory, as both thefe paffions aim
at acquiring efteem and approbation. But
they are different in this, that the one is a

juft, reafonable, and equitable paffion, while -

the other is unjuft, abfurd, and ridiculous.
The man who defires efteem for what is
really eftimable, defires nothing but what
he is juftly entitled to, and what cannot be
refufed him without fome fort of injury.
. He, on the contrary, who defires it upon
~ any other terms, demands what he has no
. juft claim to. The firft is eafily fatisfied,
is not apt to be jealous or fufpicious that we
- do not efteem him enough, and is feldom
folicit-

-~
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folicitous about-receiving many external
marks of our regard. ‘The other, on the
contrary, is nevr to be fatisfied, is full of
jealoufy and fufpicion that we do not efteem
him fo much as he defires, becaufe he has
fome fecret confcioufnefs that he defires
more than he deferves. The leaft negle&
of ceremony, he confiders as a mortal af-
front, and as an expreflion of the moft de-
termined contempt. He is reftlefs and im-
~ patient, and perpetually afraid that we have
loft all refpe& for him, and is upon this ac-
count always anxious to obtain new expref-
fions of efteem, and cannot be kept in tem- -
per but by continual attendance and adula-
tion.

There is an affinity too between the de-
fire of becoming what is honourable and
eftimable, and the defire of honour and
efteem, between the love of virtue and the
love of true glory., They refemble one
- another not only in this refpect, that both
aim at really being what is honourable and -
noble, but even in that refpe in which the
love of true glory refembles what is proper-

X4 Iy
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ly called vanity, fome reference to the fenti-
ments of others. The man of the greateft
magnanimity, who defires virtue for its
own fake, and is moft indifferent about
what atually are the opinions of mankind
“with regard to him, is ftill, however, de-
lighted with the thoughts of what they
fhould be, with the confcioufnefs that
though he may neither be honoured nor
applauded, he is flill the proper obje& of

honour and applaufe, and that if mankind

were cool and candid and confiftent with
themfelves, and properly informed of the
. motives: and circumftances of his condu&,

they would not fail to hondur and applaug
" him. Though he defpifes the opinions
which are atually entertained of him, he
‘has the higheft value for thofe which ought
- to be entertained of him, That he might

‘think himfelf worthy of thofe honourable
 {entiments, and, whatever was the idea
which other meén might conceive of his
charatter, that when he fhould put himfelf
in their fituation, and confider, not what
was, but what ought to be their opinion,
he fhould always have the higheft idea of jt
, ' “ himfelf,
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‘himfelf, was the great and exalted motive of -

his condu&. = As even in the love of virtue,
therefore, there is ftill fome reference,
though not to what is, yet to what in reafon
and propriety ought to be, the opinion of
others, there is even in thi$ refpe@ fome af-
finity between it, and the love of true glory. .
There is, however, at the fame time, a very

great difference between them. The man

who als folely from a regard to what is right

and fit to be done, from a regard to what is
the proper obje&t of efteem and approbation,
though thefe fentiments fhould. never be be-

ftowed upon him, a&ts from the moft fub-

lime and godlike motive which human na-
ture is even capable of conceiving. The
man, on the other hand, who while he de-
fires to merit approbation is at-the fame time
anxious to obtain it, though he too is laud-

.able in the main, yet his motives have.a

greater mixture of human infirmity. He

.isin danger of being mortified by the igno-

rance and injuftice of mankind, and his hap-

.pinefs is expofed to the envy of his rivals
“and the folly of the public. The happinefs

of the other, on the contrary, is altogether
' ) fecure
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fecure and independent of fortune, and of
the caprice of thofe he lives with. The
contempt and hatred which may be thrown
upon him by the ignorance of mankind,
he confiders as not belonging to him, and is
not at all mortified by it. - Mankind defpife

“and hate him from a falfe notion of his

character and condu&. If they knew him
better, they would efteem and love him.
It is not him whom, properly fpeaking,
they hate and defpife, but another perfon
whom they miftake him tobe. Our friend,

~whom we fhould meet at a mafquerade in

the garb of our enemy, would be more di-

. verted than mortified, if under that difguife

we fhould vent our indignation againft
him. Such are the fentiments of a2 man of
real magnanimity, when expofed to unjuft
cenfure. It feldom happens, however, that
human nature arrives at this degree of firm-
nefs. Though none but the weakeft and
moft worthlefs of mankind are much de-
lighted with falfe glory, yet, by a firange
inconfiftency, falfe ignominy is often capa-
ble of mortifying thofe who appear the moft

Dr.

. ———
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Dr. Mandeville is not fatished with re-
prefenting the frivolous motive of vanity,

‘as the fource of all thofe a&ions which are

commonly accounted virtuous. . He endea-
vours to point out the imperfection of hu-
man virtue in many other refpets. In
every cafe, he pretends, it falls fhort of that
complete felf-denial which it pretends to,
and, inftead of a conqueft, is commonly
no more than a concealed indulgence of our

" paflions. Wherevet our referve with regard

to pleafure falls fhort of the moft afcetic
abftinence, he treats it as grofs luxury and

fenfuality. Every thing, according to him,

is luxury which exceeds what is abfolutety
neceffary for the fupport of human nature,
fo that there is vice even in the ufe of a
clean fhirt, or of a convenient habitation.
The indulgence -of the inclination to fex, in
the moft lawful union, he confiders as the
fame fenfuality with the moft hurtful gra-
tification of that paflion, and derides that
temperance and that chaftity which can be
prad&ifed at fo cheap a rate. The ingenious -
fophifiry of his reafoning, is here, as upon
many other occafions, covered by the am-

_ biguity
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biguity of language. There are fome of
our paflions which have no other names ex-
cept .thofe which mark the difagreeable and
offenfive degree. The. fpe@ator is more
apt to take notice of them in this degree
than in any other. When they fhock his
own fentiments, when they give him fome
fort of antipathy and uneafinefs, he is ne-
ceflarily obliged to attend to them, and is
from thence naturally led to give them a
name. When they fall in with the natural
ftate of his own mind, he is very apt to
overlook them altogether, and either gives
them no name at all, or, if he give them
any, itis one which marks rather the fub-
je&tion and reftraint of the paffion, than
the degree which it ftill is allowed to fubfift
in, after it is fo fubjeted and reftrained.
Thus the common names * of the love of
pleafure, and of the love of fex, denote a
vicious and offenfive degree of  thofe paf-
fions, The words temperance and chaftity,
on the other hand, feem to mark rather the
reftraint and fubje@ion which they are kept
under, than the degree which they are ftill

# Luxury and luft. , :
allowed
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allowed to fubfift in. 'When he can thow,
therefore, that théy ftill fubfift in fome de-
gree, he imagines, he has entirely demo-
lifhed the reality of the virtues of temper-
ance and chaftity, and fhown them to be

- mere impofitions upon the inattention and

fimplicity of mankind. Thofe virtues, how-
ever, do not require an entire infenfibility

_ to the gbjecls of the paffions which they

mean to govern. They only aim at reftrain-
ing the violence of thole paffions fo far as
not to hurt the individual, and neither dif-
turb nor offend the fociety.

It is the great fallacy of Dr. Mandeville’s
book 1 to reprefent every paffion as wholly
vicious, which is fo in any degree and in
any direCtion. It is thus that he treats
every thing as vanity which has any refer-

_ ence, either to what are, or to what ought

to be the fentiments of others: anditis by
means of this fophiftry, that he eftablifhes
his favourite conclufion, that private vices

-are public benefits. If the love of magni-

ficence, a tafte for the elegant arts and im-

- 4 Fable of the Bees.
provements
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provements of human life, for whatever is
agreeable in drefs, furniture, or equipage,:
for architetture, ftatuary, painting, and mu-
fic, is to be regarded as luxury, fenfuality,
and oﬁentatlon, even'in thofe whofe fitua-
tion allows, without any inconveniency, the
indulgence of thofe paflions, it is certain
that luxury, fenfuality, and oftentation are
public benefits: fince without the qualities
upon which he thinks proper to beftcw fuch
opprobrious names, the arts of refinement
could never find encouragement, and muft
languifh for want of employment. Some
popular afcetic . doctrines which had been
current before his time, and which placed
virtue in the entire extirpation and annihi-
lation of allour paffions, werethe real found+
ation of this licentious fyftem. It was-
caly for Dr. Mandeville to prove, firft, that
this entire conqueft never actually took
place among men; and fecondly, that, if
it was to take place univerfally, it would he
pernicious to fociety, by putting an end to
all induftry and commerce, and in a man-.
ner to the whole bufinefs of human life.
By the firft of thefe propofitions he feemed
6 | to
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to prove that there was no real virtue, and
that what pretended to be fuch, was a mere
cheat and impofition upon mankind; and
by the fecond, that private vices were pub-
lic benefits, fince without them no fociety
could profper or flourifh.

Such is the fyftem of Dr. Mandeville,
which once made fo much noife in the
world, and which, though, perhaps, it ne-
- ver gave occafion to more vice than what
would have been without it, at leaft taught
that vice, which arofe from other caufes, to
appear with more effrontery, and to avow
the corruption of its motives with a profli«

gate audacioufnefs which had never been
heard of before.

- But how deftru@ive foever this fyftem
may appear, it could never bhave impofed
upon fo great a number of perfons, nor
have occafioned fo general an alarm among
thofe who are the friends ef better prin-
ciples, had it not in fome refpeéts bordered
upon the truth. A fyftem of natural phi-
lofophy may appear very plaufible, and be

" -~ for
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for a long time very generally received in
the world, and yet have no foundation in
nature, nor any fort of refemblance to
the truth. The vortices of Des Cartes were
. regarded by a very ingenious nation, for
near a century together, as a moft fatisfac-
tory account of the revolutions of the hea-
venly bodies. Yet it has. been demon-
firated, to the conviction of all mankind,
‘that thefe pretended caufes of thofe won-
derful effeits, not only do not actually exift,
but are utterly impofible, and if they did
exift, could produce no fuch effe@s as are
afcribed to them. But it is otherwife with
fyftems of moral philofophy, and an author
who pretends to account for the origin of
our moral fentiments, cannot deceive us fo
grofsly, nor depart fo very far from all re-
femblance to the truth. When a ‘traveller
gives an account of fome diftant country,
he may impofe upon our credulity the moft
groundlefs and abfurd fiGtions as the moft
certain matters of fa&. But when a per-

fon pretends to inform us of what pafles in

our neighbourhood, and of the affairs of
the very parith which we live in, though
: ' o here
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here too, if we are {g carelefs as not to ex-
amine things with our own eyes, he may
deceive us in many refpedts, yet the greateft
falfehoods which he impofes upon us muft

-bear fome refemblance to the truth, .and

muft even have a confiderable mixture of
truth in them. An author who treats of
natural philofophy, and pretends to affign
the caufes of the great phznomena of the
univerfe, pretends to give an account of the
affairs of a very diftant country, concern-

-ing which he may tell us what he pleafes,

and as long as his narration keeps within
the bounds of feeming poflibility, he need
not defpair of gaining our belief. But
when he propofes to explain the origin of
our defires and affe&ions, of our fentiments
of approbation and difapprobation, he pre~
tends to give an account, not only of the

. affairs of the very parifh that we live in,

but of our own domeftic concerns. Though
here too, like indolent mafters who put
their truft in a fteward who deceives them,
we are very liable to be impofed upon, yet
we are incapable of pafling any account
which does not preferve fome little regard
VOL. IL. Y to
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-to the truth. Some of the articles, at leaft,
mutft be juft, and even thofe which are moft
overcharged muft have had fome founda-
tion, otherwife the fraud would be deteGted
even by that carelefs infpe@tion which we
are difpofed to give. The author who

- fhould affign, as the caufe of any natural
fentiment, fome principle which neither
had any connexion with it, nor refembled
any other principle which had fome fuch
connexion, would appear abfurd and ridi-
_culous to the moft injudicious and unexpe-
rienced reader.
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SECTION I

Of the different Syftems which have been
~ formed concerning the Principle of Ap-
probation.

INTRODUCTION,

FTER the inquiry concerning the na«
A ture of virtue, the next queftion of
importance in Moral Philofophy, is concern-
ing the principle of approbation, concerning
the power or faculty of the mind which ren-
ders certain charaéters agreeable or difagree~
able to us, makes us prefer one tenour of
condué to another, denominate the one
right and the other wrong, and confider the
one as the objet of approbation, honour,
and reward; the other as that of blame,
cenfure, and punifhment,

Three different accounts have been given
of this principle of approbation. Accord-
‘ Y 2 ing

L TaTOm_ e mEv
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ing to fome, we approve and difapprove both
of ourown a&ionsand of thofe of others,
from felf-love only, or from fome view of
their tendency to our own happinefs or dif=
advantage: according to others, reafon, the
fame faculty by which we diftinguith be~
tween truth and falfchood, enables us to
diftinguith between what is fitand unfit both
in alions and affetions: according to
others this diftinQion 1is altogether the ef-
fe of immediate fentiment and feeling,
and arifes from the fatisfattion or difguft
with which the view of certain a&tions or
affe@tions infpires us. Self-love, reafon,
and fentiment, therefore, are the three dif-
ferent fources which have been afligned for -
the principle of approbation.

- Before T proceed to give an account of
thofe different fyftems, I muft obferve, that
the determination of this fecond queftion,
though of the greateft importance in fpecu-
lation, is of none in practice. The quef-
tion concerning the nature of virtue necef-
. farily has fome influence upon our notions
of right and wrong in many particular

cafes.
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cafes. That concerning the principle of
approbation can poffibly have no fuch efa
fe@, To examine from what contrivance
or mechanifm within, thofe different no-
tions or fentiments arife, is a mere matter
of philofophical curiofity.

CHAP L

Of thofe Syfems which deduce the Principle
of Approbation from Self-love.

THOSE who account for the principle of
approbation from felf-love, do not all
account for it in the fame manner, and there

is a good deal .of confufion and inaccuracy

in all their different fyftems. According to
Mr. Hobbes, and many of his followers¥,
man is driven to take refuge in fociety, not
by any natural love which he bears to his
ewn kind, but becaufe without the affift-

* Puffendorff, Mandeville,

Y 3 ~ance
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ance of others he is incapable of fubfifting
with eafe or fafety. ~ Society, upon this ac-
count, becomes neceflary to him, and what-
ever tends to its fupport and welfare, he
confiders as having a remote tendency to
his own intereft; and, on the contrary,
whatever is likely to difturb or deftroy it,
he regards as in fome meafure hurtful or
pernicious to himfelf. Virtue is the great
fupport, and vice the great difturber of hu-
man fociety. The former, therefore, is
agreeable, and the latter offenfive to every
man ; as from the one he forefees the pro-
{perity, and from the other the ruin'and dif~
order of what is fo neceffary for the coms
fort and fecurity of his exiftence.

That the tendency of virtue to promote,
and of vice to difturb the order of fo-
ciety, when we confider it coolly and phi-
lofophically, refleéts a very great heauty
upon the one, and a very great deformity
upon the other, cannot, as I have obferved
upon a former occafion, be called in quel-
tion. Human fociety, when we.contem-
plate it in a certain abf’craa and. philofo-

phical
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phical light, appears like a great, an im=
menfe machine, whofe regular and harmo-
‘nious movements produce a thoufand
agreeable effe@ts. As in any other beauti-
ful and noble machine that was the pro-
du&ion of human art, whatever tended to
render its movements more {mooth and
ealy, would derive a beauty from this effect,
and, on the contrary, whatever tended to
obftru@ them would difpleafe upon that ac-
count : fo virtue, which is, as it were, the -
fine polith to the wheels of fociety, necef-
farily pleafes; while vice, like the vile
ruft, which makes them jar and grate upon
one another, is as neceflarily offenfive. This
dccount, therefore, of the origin of appro-
bation and difapprobation, fo far as itderives
them from a regard'to the order of fociety,
runs into that principle which gives beauty
to utility, and which I have explained up-
on a former occafion ; and it is from thence
that this fyftem derives all that appearance
of probability which it poflefles. "When
thofe authors defcribe the innumerable ad-
vantages of a cultivated and focial, above &
favage and folitary life; when they expa=

- Y 4 tiate
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tiate upon the neceflity of virtue and good

order for the maintenance of the one, and
~ demonftrate how infallibly the prevalence
‘of vice and difobedience to the laws tend
to bring back the othet, the reader is charm-
ed with the novelty and grandeur of thofe
views which they open to him: he fees
plainly a new beauty in virtue, and a new
deformity 'in vice, which he had never
taken notice of before, and is commonly fa
~ delighted with the difcovery, that he {eldom
takes time to refle, that this political view
having never occurred to him in hislife be-
_ fore, cannot poflibly be the ground of that
approbation and difapprobation with which
he has always been accuftomed to confider
thofe different qualities.

When thofe authors, on the other hand,
deduce from felf-love the intereft which we
take in the welfare of fociety,  and the ef=
teem which upon that account we beftow
upon virtue, they do not mean, that when
we in this age applaud the virtue of Cato,
and deteft the villany of Catiline, our fen-
timents are influgnced by the notion of any

benefit

. bt s
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benefit we receive from the one, or of . any
detriment we fuffer from the other, Itwas
not becaufe the profperity or fubyerfion of
fociety, in thofe remote ages and nations,
was apprehended to have any influence
upon our happinefs or mifery in the prefent
times; that according to thofe philofophers,
we efteemed the virtuous, and blamed the
diforderly character. They never imagined
that our fentiments were influenced by any
benefit or damage which we fuppofed ac-
tually to redound to us, from either ; but
by that which might have redounded to us,
had we lived in thofe diftant agesand coun-
tries ; or by that which might ftill redound
to us, if in our own times we fhould meet
with chara&ers of the fame kind. The idea,
in thort, which thofe authors were groping
about, but which they were never able to
unfold diftinétly, was that indire& fympa-
thy which we feel with the gratitude or re-
fentment of thofe who received the benefit
or fuffered the damage refulting from fuch
oppofite charadters: and it was this which
they were indiftin@ly pointing at, when
they faid, that it was not the thought of

“what
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what we had gained or fuffered which
prompted our applaufe or- indignation, but
the conception or imagination of what
we might gain or fuffer if we were to a&
in fociety with fuch aflociates.

Sympathy, however, cannot, in any
fenfe, be regarded as a felfith principle.
When I fympathize with your forrow or
your indignation, it may be pretended, in-
deed, that my emotion is founded in felf=
love, becaufe it arifes from bringing your
cafe hame to myfelf, from putting myfelf
in your fituation, and thence conceiving
what I fhould feel in the like circumftances.
But though fympathy is very properly faid
to arife from an imaginary change of fitua~
tions with the perfon principally concerned,
yet this imaginary change is not fuppofed
to happen to me in my own perfon and
chara&ter, but in that of the perfon with
whom I fympathize. When I condole
with you for the lofs of your only fon, in
order to enter into your griefI do not con-
fider what I, a perfon of fuch a charaer
and profeflion,” thould fuffer, if I had a fon,

o and
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and if that fon was unfortunately to die:
but I confider what [ {hould fuffer if I was
really you, and I not only change circum-
ftances with you, but I change perfons and
chara&ters. My grief, therefore, is entirely
upon your account, and not in the leaft
upon my own. It it not, therefore, in the
leaft felfifh. How can that be regarded as
a felfith paffion, which does not arife even
from the imagination of any thing that has
befallen, or that relates to myfelf, in my
-own proper perfon and charatter, but-
which is entirely occupied about what re-
lates to you? A man may {ympathize with
a woman in child-bed; though itis im-
poflible that he fhould conceive himfelf as
fuffering her pains in his own proper per-
fon and charaer. That whole account
of human nature, however, which deduces
all fentiments and affeGions from felf-love,
which has made fo much noife in the world,
but which, fo far as I know, has never yet .
been fully and diftinétly explained, feems
to me to have arifen from fome confufed
mifapprehenfion of the fyftem of {ympathy.
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CHAP IL

Of thofe Syflems which make ch/érz the
- Principle of Approbation.

T is well known to have been the doc-
I trine of Mr. Habbes, that a ftate of na-
~ture is a ftate of war; and that antece-
dent to the inftitution of civil gavernment,
there could be no fafe ar peaceable fociety
among men. To preferve fociety, there-
fore, according to him, was to fupport civil
government, and to deftroy civil govern-
ment was the fame thing as to put an end
to fociety. But the exiftence of civil go-
vernment depends upon the obedience that
s paid to the fupreme magiftrate, The
moment he lofes his authority, all govern-
ment is at an end. As felf-prefervation,
therefore, teaches men to applaud whatever
tends to promote the welfare of fociety, and
to blame whatever is likely to hurt it; fo the

fame



Sect. III.  of MorAL PurLosopny. 333

fame principle, if they would think and
fpeak confiftently, ought to teach them to
applaud upon all occafions obedience to the
civil magiftrate, and to blame all difobedi~
ence and rebellion. The very ideas of
laudable and blamable, ought to be the
fame with thofe of obedience and difobe-
dience. The laws of the civil magiftrate,
therefore, ought to be regarded as the fole
ultimate ftandards of what was juft and un-
juft, of what was right and wrong.

It was the avowed intention of Mr.
Hobbes, by propagating thefe notions, to
fubject the confciences of men immediately
to the civil, and not to the ecclefiaftical pow=
ers, whofe turbulence and ambition, he had
been taught, by the example of  his own
times, to regard as the principal fource of
‘the diforders of fociety. ~ His dorine,
upon this account, was peculiarly offenfive
to theologians, who accordingly did not
fail to vent their indignation againft him
with great afperity and bitternefs. It was
likewife offenfive to all found moralifts, as
it fuppofed that there was no natural dif-

' ‘ 9 tinGtion
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tin&ion between right and  wrong, that
thefe were mutable and changeable, and
depended upon the mere arbitrary will of
the civil magiftrate.  This account of
things, therefore, was attacked from all
quarters, and by all {forts of weapons, by
fober reafon as well as by furious decla=
mation.

In order to confute fo odious a do&tine,
it was neceflary to prove, that antecedent
to all law or pofitive inftitution, the mind
was naturally endowed with a faculty, by
which it diftinguifhed in certain a&ions and
affe@tions, the qualities of right, laudable,
and virtuous, and in others thofe of wrong,
blamable, and vicious.

Law, it was juftly obferved by Dr. Cud-
worth *, could not be the original fource of
thofe diftinGtions; fince upon the fuppo«
fition of fuch a law, it muft either be right
to obey it, and wrong to difobey it, or in«
different whether we obeyed it, cr difobey
ed it. That law which it was indifferent

# Immutable Morality, L1,
: whether
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whether we obeyed or difobeyed, could not,
it was evident, be the fource of thofe dif-
tintions; neither could that which it was
right to obey and wrong to difobey, fince
even this ftill fuppofed the antecedent no=-
tions or ideas of right and wrong, and that
obedience to the law was conformable to
the idea of right, and difobedience to that of

wrong.

Since the mind, therefore, had a notion
of thofe diftin&ions antecedent to all law,
it feemed neceffarily to follow, that it de-
rived this notion from reafon, which point-
ed out the difference between right and
wrong, in the fame manner in which it did
that between truth and falfehood: and this
conclufion, which, though true in fome re-
fpelts, is rather hafty in others, was more
eafily received at a time when the abftract
fcience of human nature was but in its in-
fancy, and before the diftin& offices and
- powers of the different faculties of the hu-
man mind had been carefully examined
end diftinguifhed from one another. When
this controverfy with Mr. Hobbes was

' ' carried
o
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carried on with the greateft warmth and
keennefs, no other faculty had been thought
of from which any fuch ideas could poffibly
. be fuppofed to arife. It became at this
time, therefore, the popular do&rine, that
the effence of virtue and vice did not con~
fit in the conformity or difagreement of
human a&ions with the law of a fuperior,
but in their conformity or difagreement
with reafon, which was thus confidered as
the original fource and principle of appro-
bation and difapprobation.

That virtue confifts in conformity to
reafon, is true in fome refpes, and this
faculty may very juftly be confidered as, in
fome fenfe, the fource and principle of ap-
probation and difapprobation, and of all
folid judgments concerning right and
wrong. It is by reafon that we difcover
thofe general rules of juftice by which we
ought to regulate our adtions: and it is by
the fame faculty that we form thofe more
vague and indeterminate ideas of what is
. prudent, of what is decent, of what is ge="
nerous or noble, which we carry conftantly

about
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about with us, and according to which we
endeavour, as well as we can, to model the
tenor of our conduct. The general max-
ims of morality are formed, like all other
general maxims, from experience and in-
du&tion. We obferve in a great variety of
particular cafes what pleafes or difpleafes
our moral faculties, what thefe approve oy
difapprove of, and, byinduion from this
experience, we eftablifh thofe general rules.
But indu&ion is always regarded as one of
- the operations of reafon. From reafon,
therefore, we are very properly faid to de-
rive all thofe ‘general maxims and ideas.
It is by thefe, however, that we regulate
the greater part of our moral judgments,
which would be extremely uncertain and
precarlous if they depended altogether upon
‘what is liable to {o many variations as im-
mediate fentiment and feeling, which the
different ftates of health and humour are
capable of altering fo effentially.  As our
moft folid judgments, therefore, with re-
gard to right and wrong, are regulated by
maxims and ideas derived from an indu@ion
of reafon, virtue may very properly be faid

VOL. II, z to
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to confift in a conformity to reafon, and fo
far this faculty may be confidered as the
fource and principle of approbation and

difapprobation. ‘

But though reafon is undoubtedly the
fource of the general rules of morality, and
- of all the moral judgments which we form
by means of themy it is altogether abfurd
and unintelligible to fuppofe that the firft
perceptions of right and wrong can be de-
rived from reafon, even in thofe particular
cafes upon the experience of which the
general rules are formed. Thefe firft per-
ceptions, as well as all other experiments
- upon which any general rules are founded,
cannot be the obje& of reafon, but of im-
mediate fenfe and feeling. It is by finding
-in a vaft variety of inftances that one tenor
of condu& conftantly pleafes in a certain
manner, and that another as conftantly
difpleafes the mind, that we form the gene-
ral rules of morality. But reafon cannot
render any particular obje& either agree-
able ar difagreeable to the mind for its own
fake. Reafon may fhow that this object

7 s
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is the means of obtaining fome other which
is naturally either pleafing or difpleafing,
and in this manner may render it either
agreeable or difagreeable for the fake of
fomething elfe. But nothing can be agree-
able or difagreeable for its own fake, which
is not rendered fuch by immediate fenfe
and feeling. If virtue, therefore, in every
particular inftance, neceffarily pleafes for
its own fake, and if vice as certainly dif-
pleafes the mind, it cannot be reafon, but
immediate fenfe and feeling, which, in this
manner, reconciles us to the one, and
alicnates us from the other.

" Pleafure and pain are the great objects of
defire and averfion: but thefe are diftin- -
guithed not by reaflon, but by immediate
fenfe and feeling. If virtue, therefore, be

‘defirable for its own fake, and if vice be,

in the fame manner, the obje& of averfion,
it cannot be reafon which originally diftin-
guifhes thofe different qualities, but im-
mediate fenfe and feeling.

Z2 . As
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As reafon, however, in a certain fenfe,
may juftly be confidered as the principle of
approbation and difapprobation, thefe fen<
timents were, through inattention, long re=
garded as originally flowing from the ope-
rations of this faculty. Dr. Hutchefon had
the merit of being the firft who diftinguith-
ed with any degree of precifion in what
refpe all moral diftinlions may be faid to
arife from reafon, and in what refpe& they
are founded upon immediate fenfe and feel-
ing. In his illuftrations upon the moral
fenfe he has explained this fo fully, and,
in my opinion, {fo unafwerably, that, if any
controverfy is ftill kept up about this fub=
je&, I can impute it to nothing, but either
to inattention to what that gentleman has
written, or to a fuperftitious attachment to
certain forms of expreflion, a weaknefs not
very uncommon among the learned, ef~.
pecially in fubje&s fo deeply interefting as
the prefent, in which a man of virtue is
often loath to abandon, even the propriety
of a fingle phrafe which he has been ac-
cuftomed to.
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CHAP II

Of thofe Syflems which make Sentiment the
Principle of Approbation.

THOSE fyftems Wh,ich make fentiment -
the principle of approbation may be
divided into two different clafles.

I. According to fome the principle of
approbation is founded upon a fentiment of
a peculiar nature, upon a particular power
of percepnon exerted by the mind at the
view of certain a&ions or affe@ions; fome
of which affeting this faculty in an agree-
able and others in a difagreeable manner,
the former are ftamped with the charaters
of right, laudable, and virtuous; the latter
with thofe of wrong, blamable, and vicious.
This fentiment being of a peculiar nature
diftin& from every other, and the effe&t of
a particular power of perception, - they

z3 give
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give it a particular name, and call it a
moral fenfe.

II. According to others, in order to ac-
count for the principle of approbation,
there is no occafion for fuppofing any new
power of perception which had never been
heard of before: Nature, they imagine, a&ts
here, as in all other cafes, with the ftri¢teft
ceconomy, and produces a multitude of ef-
fe@s from one and the fame caufe; and
fympathy, a power which has always been
taken notice of, and with which the mind
is manifeftly endowed, is, they think, fuf
ficient to account for all the effeéts afcribed |
to this peculiar faculty,

I. Dr. Hutchefon * had been at great
pains to pryve that the principle of appro-
bation was not founded on felf-love. He
had demontftrated too that it could not arife
from any operation of reafon. Nothing
remained, he thought, but to fuppofe it a
faculty of a peculiar kind, with which Na~

* Inquiry concerning Virtue,
' ture



Sect. 1II.  of MoraL Purvosorny. 343

ture had endowed the human mind, in or-"
der to produce this one particular and im-
portant effe. When felf-love and reafon

were both excluded, it did not occur to him

that there was any other known faculty of
the mind which could in any refpe&

anfwer this purpofe.

This new power of perception he called
a moral fenfe, and fuppofed it to be {fome-
what analogous to the external fenfes, As’
the bodies around us, by affe&ing thefe in
a certain manner, appear to poflefs the dif-
ferent qualities of found, tafte, odour,
colour; {0 the various affeions of the
human mind, by touching this particular
faculty in a certain manner, appear to pof-
fefs the different qualities of amiable and
odious, of virtuous and vicious, of right
and wrong.

The-various fenfes or powers of percep-
tion*, from which the human mind derives
all its fimple ideas, were, according to this

# Treatife of the Paflions.

74 fyftem,
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‘fyftem, of two different kinds, of which
the one were called the dire or antecedent,
the other, the reflex or confequent fenfes.
The dire& fenfes were thofe faculties from
which the mind derived the perception of
fuch fpecies of things as did not prefuppofe
the antecedent perception of any other.
Thus founds and colours were objedts of
the dire& fenfes, To hear a found or to
fee a colour does not prefuppofe the ante-
cedent perception of any other quality or
obje&. The reflex or confequent fenfes,
on the other hand, were thofe faculties from
which the mind derived the perception of
fuch fpecies of things as prefuppofed the
antecedent perception of fome other, Thus
“harmony and beauty were obje&s of the
reflex fenfes. In order to perceive the
harmony of a found, or the beauty of a
colour, we mutft firft perceive the found or
the colour. The moral fenfe was confider-
ed as a faculty of this kind, That faculty,
which Mr. Locke calls refle@tion, and from
which he derived the fimple ideas of the
different paffions and emotions of the hu-
man mind, was, according to Dr. Hutche-

‘ fon,
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fon, a dire& internal fenfe. That faculty
again by which we perceived the beauty or
deformity, the virtue or vice of thofe differ~ -
ent paffions and emotions, was a reflex, in~-
ternal fenfe.

Dr. Hutchefon endeavoured ftill further
to fupport this dotrine, by thewing that it
was agreeable to the analogy of nature, and
that the mind was endowed with a variety
of other reflex fenfes exaltly fimilar to the
moral fenfe; fuch as a fenfe of beauty and
deformity in external obje@s; a public
fenfe, by which we fympathize with the
happinefs or mifery of our fellow-creatures;
a fenfe of thame and honour, and 3 fenfe of -

ridicule.

But notwithftanding all the pains which
this ingenious philofopher has taken ta
prove that the principle of approbation is
founded in a peculiar power of perception,
fomewhat analogous to the external fenfes,
there are fome confequences, which he ac-
knowledges to follow from this dorine,
that will, perhaps, he regarded by many as-

a fufe
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a fufficient confutation of it.  The qualities, -
he allows¥*, which belong to the objeéts of
any fenfe, cannot, without the greateft ab-
furdity, be afcribed to the fenfe itfelf. 'Who
ever thought of calling the fenfe of feeing
black or white, the fenfe of hearing loud or
low, or'the fenfe of tafting fweet or bitter?
And, according to him, it is equally abfurd
to call our moral faculties virtuous or vicious,
morally good or evil. Thefe qualities be-
long to the objets of thofe faculties, not to
the faculties themfelves, Ifany man, there-
fore, was fo abfurdly conftituted as to ap-
prove of cruelty and injuftice as the higheft
virtues, and to difapprove of equity and
- humanity as the moft pitiful vices, fuch a
conftitution of mind might indeed be re-
garded as inconvenient both to the indi-
vidual and to the fociety, and likewife as
ftrange, furprifing, and unnatural in itfelf’;
but it could not, without the greateft ab-
furdity, be denominated vicious or morally
evil.

* Illuftrations ﬁpon the Moral Senfe, fe&. 1.
P 237, et feq.; third editipn, : . :

Yet
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Yet furely if we faw any man fhouting
with admiration and applaufe at a barba-
rous and unmerited execution, which fome
infolent tyrant had ordered, we fhould not
think we were guilty of any great abfurdity
in denominating this behaviour vicious and
morally evil in the higheft degree, though
it exprefled nothing but depraved moral
faculties, or an abfurd approbation of this
horrid a&tion, as of what was noble; mag-
nanimous, and great. Our heart, I imagine,
at the fight of fuch a fpe&ator, would for-
get for a while its fympathy with the fuffer-
er, and feel nothing but horror and detefta-
tion, at the thought of fo execrable a
wretch. We fhould abominate him even
more than the tyrant who might be goaded
on by the ftrong paffions of jealoufy, fear,
and refentment, and upon that account be
more excufable. But the fentiments of the
{peQator would appear altogether without
caufe or motive, and' therefore moft per--
fe@tly and completely deteftable. There is
no perverfion of fentiment or affe@ion
which our heart would be more-averfe to
enter into, or which it would reje@ with

' greater
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greater hatred and indignation than one of
this kind; and fo far from regarding fuch
a con{htutzon of mind as bemg merely
fomethmg ﬁrange or inconveniént, and not
,in any refpe& vicious or morally evil, we
fhould rather confider it as the very laft
and moft dreadful ftage of moral depravity,

Corre& moral fentiments, on the con-
trary, naturally appear in fome degree laud-
able and morally good. The man, whofe
cenfure and applaufe are upon all occafions
fuited with the greateft accuracy to the
value or unworthinefs of the obje@, feems
to deferve a degree even of moral approba-
tion. We admire the delicate precifion of
his moral fentiments: they lead our own
Judgments, and, upon account of their un~
common and furprifing juftnefs, they even
excite our wonder and applaufe. We can-
not indeed be always fure that the condut
of fuch .a perfon would be in any refpet
correfpondent to the precifion and accuracy
of his judgments concerning the condué& of
others. Virtue requires habit and refolution
¢f mind, as well as delicacy of fentiment;

and
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and unfortunately the former qualities are
fometimes wanting, where the latter is in
the greateft perfeGtion. This difpofition
of mind, however, though it may fome-
times be attended with imperfections, is in-
compatible with any thing that is grofsly
criminal, and is the happieft foundation up-
on which the fuperfiruéure of perfet vir-

‘tue can be built. There are many men

who mean very well, and ferioufly purpofe
to do what they think their duty, who not-
withftanding are difagreeable on account
of the coarfenefs of their moral fentiments.

It may be faid, perhaps, that though the
principle of approbationis not founded upon
any power of perception that is in any re-

" fpe& analogous to the external fenfes, it may

ftill be founded upon a peculiar fentiment

‘'which anfwers this one particular purpofe

and no other. Approbation and difappro-

‘bation, it may be pretended, are certain

feelings or emotions which. arife in the
mind upon the view of different charatters
and a&ions ; and as refentment might be.
called a fenfe of injuries, or gratitude a

fenfe
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fenfe of benefits, fo thefe may lvery pro-
perly receive the name of a fenfe of rxght
and wrong, or of a moral fenfe.

~ But this account of things, though it may
not be liable to the fame objetions with the
foregoing, is expofed to others which are
equally unanfwerable.

Firft of all, whatever variations any par-
ticular emotion may undergo, it ftill pre-
ferves the general features which diftinguifh
it to be an emotion of fuch a kind, and
thefe general features are always more ftrik-
ing and remarkable than any variation
which it may undergo in particular cafes.
Thus anger is an emotion of a particular
kind : and accordingly its general features
- are always more diftinguifhable than all the
variations it undergoes in particular cafes.
Anger againft a man is, no doubt, fome-
what different from anger againft a woman,
and that again from anger againft a child.
In each of thofe :three cafes, the general
paflion of anger receives a different modifi-
cation from the particplar character of. its

obje&t,
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obje&, as may eafily be obferved by the at-
tentive. But flill the general features of
the paffion. predominate in all thefe cafes.
To diltinguifh thefe, requires no nice ob-
fervation : avery delicate attention, on the
contrary, is neceflary to difcover their va-
riations: every body takes notice of the
former; fcarce any body obferves the lat-
ter. If approbation and difapprobation,
therefore, were, like gratitude and refent-
ment, emotions of a particular kind, dif=
tin& from every other, we fhould expeét
that in all the variations which either of them
might undergo, it would ftill retain the
general features which mark it tobe an emo-
tion of fuch a particular kind, clear,
plain, and eafily diftinguifhable. But in
fact it happens quite otherwife. If we at-
tend to what we really feel when upon dif-
ferent occafions we either approve or difap-
prove, we fhall find that our emotion in
one cafe is often totally different from that
in another, and that no common features
can poffibly be difcovered between them.
Thus the approbation with which we view
a tender, delicate, and humane fentiment, is

| quite
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quite different from that with which we
are ftruck by one that appears great, daring,
and magnanimous. Our approbation of
both may, upon different occafions, be per-
fet and entire; but we are foftened by
the one, and we are elevated by the other,
and there is no fort of refemblance between
the emotions which they excite in us. But,
according to that fyftem which I have been
endeavouring to eftablith, this muft necef-
farily be the cafe. As the emotions of the
perfon whom we approve of, are, in thofe
two cafes, quite oppofite to one another, and
as our approbation arifes from fympathy
with thofe oppofite emotions, what we feel
upon the one occafion, can have no fort of
refemblance to what we feel upon the other.
But this could not happen if approbation
confifted in a peculiar emotion which had -
nothing in common with the fentiments
we approved of, but which arofe at the
view of thofe fentiments, like any other
paffion at the view of its proper objed.
The fame thing holds true with fegard to
difapprobation. Our horror for cruelty has
no fort of refemblance to our contempt for

mean-
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-mean-fpifitednefs. It is quite a different

fpecies of difcord which we feel at the

view of thofe two different vices, between
.our own minds and thofe of the perfon
‘whofe fentiments and behaviour we con-

fider, o

Secondly, 1 have already obferved, that
not only the different paffions or affections -

- of the human mind which are approved or

difapproved of, appear morally good or evil,
but that proper and improper approbation
appear, to our natural fentiments, to be

famped with the fame chara@ers. T would

afk, therefore, how it is, that, zccording to
this fyftem, we approve or difapprove
of proper or improper approbation? To

this queftion there is, I imagine, but onerea-

fonable anfwer, which can poffibly be given,
It muft be faid, that when the approba-
tion with ‘which our neighbour regards

the condu@ of a third perfon coincides with

our own, we approve of his approbation,
and confider it as, in fome meafure, morally
good ; and that, on the contrary, when it
does not coincide with our own -fenti~

VOL. II. Aa ments,
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ments, we difapprove of it, and con-
fider it as, in fome meafure, morally evil,
-1t muft be allowed, therefore, that, at’
- leaft in this one cafe, the coincidence or
oppofition of fentiments, between the
obferver. and the perfon obferved, con-
ftitutes moral approbation or difappro-
. bation. And if it does fo in this one cafe,
T would afk, why not in every other ? to
what purpofe imagine a new power of
perception in order to account for thofe
fentiments ?

Againft every account of the principle of
approbation, which makes it depend upon a
peculiar fentiment, diftin& from every other,
.. T would obje& ; that it is ftrange that this
fentiment, which Providence undoubtedly
intended to be the governing principle of
human . nature, thould hitherto have been
fo little taken notice of, as not to have got a
name in any language. The word moral
fenfe s of very late formation, and cannot
yet' be confidered as making part of the
 Englith tongue. The word approbation
- has but within thefe few years been appro-
priated
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priated to denote peculiarly any thing of
this kind. In propriety of language we
approve of whatever is entirely to our fa-
tisfaGtion, of the form of a building, of the
contrivance of a machine, of the flavour of
 a difh of meat. The word confcience does
not immediately denote any moral faculty
by which we approve or difapprove. Con-
fcience fuppofes, indeed, the exiftence of
fome fuch faculty, and properly fignifies
our confcioufnefs of having acted agreeably
or contrary to its diretions. When love,
hatred, joy, forrow, gratitude, refentment,
with fo many other paffions which are all
fuppofed to be the fubjecks of this principle,
have made themfelves confiderable enough
to get titles to know them by, is it not fur-
prifing that the fovereign of them all thould
hitherto have been fo little heeded, that, a
few philofophers excepted, nobody has yet
thought it worth while to beftow ‘a name
upon it

‘When we approve of any chara&er-or ac-
tion, the fentiments which we feel, are, ac-
cording to the foregoing fyftem, derived

Aa 2 from
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from four fources, which are in fome re-
fpeds different from one another. Firft,
we {ympathize with the motives of the
agent; fecondly, we enter into the grati-
tude of thofe who receive the benefit of his
a&ions ; thirdly, we obferve that his con-
du& has been agreeable to the general -
rules by which thofe two fympathies gene-
rally a& ; and, laft of all, when we confi-
der fuch a&tions as making a part of a fyf-
tem of behaviour which tends to promote
the happinefs either of the individual or of
the fociety, they appear to derive a beauty
from this utility, not unlike that which we
afcribe to any well-contrived machine.
After deducting, in any one particular cafe,
all that muft be acknowledged to proceed -
from fome one or other of thefe four prin-
* ciples, I thould be glad to know what re-
‘mains, and I thall freely allow this overplus
to be afcribed to a moral fenfe, or to any
other peculiar faculty, provided any body
will afcertain precifely what this overplus
is. It might be expected, perhaps, that if
there was any fuch peculiar principle, fuch
- as thxs moral fenfe is fuppofed to be, we
' fhould
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“fhould feel it, in fome pa rticular cafes, fe-
- parated and detached from every other, as
we often feel joy, forrow, hope, and fear,
pure and unmixed with any other emotion.
‘This however, I imagine, cannot even be

-pretended. I have never heard any in-
ftance alleged in which this principle could

be faid to exert itfelf alone and unmixed
with {ympathy or antipathy, with gratitude
or refentment, with the perception of the
agreement or ' difagreement of any ation
" to an eftablithed rule, or laft of all with
that general tafte for beauty and order which
is excited by inanimated as well as by ani=
mated objells.

II. There is another {yftem which at-
tempts to account for the origin, of our mo-
ral fentiments from fympathy, diftin& from
that which I have been endeavouring to
eftablith. It is that which places virtue in
utility, and accounts for the pleafure with
which the fpe@ator furveys the utility of
any quality from {ympathy with the hap-
pinefs of thofe who are affeted by it.

‘Aa 3 This
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This - {fympathy is different both from that
by which we enter into the motives of the
agent, and from that by which we go along
- with the gratitude of the perfons who are
benefited by his actions. It is the fame
principle with that' by which we approve
" of a well-contrived- machime. But ne ma-
_ chine can be the obje& of either of thofe
two laft mentioned fympathies. I have al-
ready, in the fourth part of this difcourfe,
given fome account of this fyftem.
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SECTION 1V,
Of the Manner in which different Authors
" have treated of the pra&tical Rules
of Morality.

g T was obferved in the third part of this

difcourfe, that the rules of juftice are the
only rules of morality which dre precife
and accurate; that thofe of all the other

- . virtues are loofe, vague, and indeterminate;

that the firft may be compared to the rules
of grammar; the others to thofe- which
critics lay down for the attainment of what
is fublime and elegant in compofition, and
which prefent us rather with a general idea
of the perfeGtion we ought to aim at, than
afford us any certain and infallible direc-
tions for acquiring it.

As the different rules of morality admit
fuch different degrees of accuracy, thofe
authors who have endeavoured to colle&

o Aag and
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and digeft them into fyftems have done it
in two different manners; and one fet has
followed through the whole that loofe
method to whijch they were naturally di-
re&ted by the confideration of one fpecies
of virtues; while another has as univerfally
" endeavoured to introduce into their pre-
cepts that fort of accuracy of which only
fome of them' are fufceptible. The firft
have wrote like critics, - the fecond hkq
grammarians,
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