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PREFACQC E-:‘ |

S HE follwoing Diftourfe,

e

Panss 1ntituled, Voluntary Ser-

'-'L.r
Y

248 vitude, was wrote by Ste-
¥R'§l# phen de la Boetie, one
ABGIE of the King’s Counfellors

272 te Court of the Par-

ltament at Bourdeaux, 7z the Reign of
Charles IX, King of France. It con-
tains ficch noble Semtiments, awith Re-
Jpect to the Liberties of Mankind, and
15 wrofe in a Spirit, fo truly refembling
an old Greek or Roman, that the
Tranflator judged it well worthy, of be-
ing communicated fo the Publick in our
Lenguage. He bas endeavoured to Ja.

A 2 Fuflice h
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vogufisce to the Original ;. but if be may

L

have.failed therein, be craves fome In-

" dulgence from the intelligent and candid

wsleader,. who. knows, bow difficult it is,
not to tranflate, bur to tranflate well,
He bopes 1t will not be thought impro-
per, by thofe who may be inclined to
perufe this valuable Treatife, if be ex-
Zraét fome Paflages from Montagne’s
Works, which give an Account both of
3t and the Author. In phis Effay of

Friendfbip, be begins thus :

* Reflecting on the Condult of a Pain-
¢ fer which I have in my Houfe, I have
¢’ refolved tofollorw bhis Method. He chufes
¢ the fineft Situation, and the Middle of
“ each Wall, wherein to place the moft
* laboured .and principal Pieces, and
¢ fills the wacant Space abour, with
“ Grotefque Figures; which are fan-
 taflical Pieces of Painting, that bave
“ no Grace but n their Variety and
€ Oddnefs, What are thefe Lfjays of
¢ mine, in Truth, but grotefque and
“ monfirous Figures, made wup of. di-
© wers Members, without any regular

¥ Form, having neither Lnd, Connexion,
nor
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'F e Prapartzan but _ﬁzcb as C’bmzce‘ | ,'

¢ gives them? Definit in- Pifcem,,
 mulier formofa fuperne I can
“ keep Pace wirh my Painter in bis fe-
‘ condary Defign, but am quite at a
; Lofs in bis firft and beft Part; for,.
as my Abilities are not o greaf, as to
dare undertake a capital Subject, com-
pofed and finifhed according to the Rules

of Art, I bave betbought myfelf of bor=-

‘ rowing one from Stephen de la Boetie,.”
< awbo will do bonour to all the reft of this
© Chapter. It is a Difcourfe of bis, which
“ be calls VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE,.
‘ but thofe who were ignorant of the Title,
“ bave very properly fince called it agcmﬂ |
‘“ a fingle Perfon. He wrote it by way
‘ of Effa Jy in bzs Youth, for the Honour

“ of Liberty againfl Tmrm‘s It bas

¢ paffed jarmer/y tbraugb twe Hands of
“ Perfons of “fudgment awith great E-

ﬁ'ee’m, it being elegant and finifhed to
“ toe bigheft Degree of Perfeltion. And

© yet, I may ell fay, that it is not the
“ beft be was able to bave performed;
“and if in bis riper Years, when
‘I lnew bim, he bad undrtaken

¢ Juch a Defign as mine, to commit his
| A 3 Thoughts



I 1 The PREFACE. ,
“ Thoughts to Paper, e fhowld have
“ feen mamny excellent Things, and which
' would . very near have equalled any
© toing of Antiquity; for, as to the
© Gzfts of Natur ac;[;becid{y, I kerow none
“ may be compared to bim. But there re-
“ mains only this Difcourfe of bis (and
« that by Chance, for I do not believe
¢ be ever faw tf fince it firft flipt from
¢« bimn) and fome Menoirs, wupon the E-
¢« dif? of January, famous by our Civil
 Wars, which at fome other Time may
< perbaps appear. Thefe are all I could
- € yecovér gf bis Remains, except ithe
< little Book of bis Works, which I bhave
< glready publifbed ;. although be gave me
< (by bis Will) with fingular Affcélion
< gnd Efleem, all bis Books and Pa-
« pers: And I am particularly obliged
« 2o this Picce, as it was the Occafion
of our firft Aequaintance, for it avas
Shewn wme, long before I had feen bum,
and gave me the jirft Knowldge of
bis Name, and afterwards drew on
that Friendfbip, which we mutually
cultivated (as long as God permiticd)
o entire and perfecl, thor certainly

there are but few fich to be read of,
| “ and
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¢ and in our prefent Days, there is nor
to be [een the leaft Trace of fuch a one
tn' Praétice. Such a Concurrence of
Incidents is neceflary to form iz, that
1t 15 much 1f Forturne viild up fuch a
one in three Ages.” He concludes
that Chapter thus. ¢ Sizce I bave
“ found that this Work bas been alrea-
‘dy made publick, and with a bad
« Intent, by thefe awho feek to difturd
‘- and change the State of our Govern-
“ ment, awithout troubling themfilves,
“ awhether if would be for the better
“ and that they bave joined it fo
“ other Writings of that Caff, I have
“ altered my Intentions of injerting it
< bere y, and to the End, that the A~
“ thor's Memory may not fuffcr awith
“ thofe wkho could no: fo intimately know
“ lis Opznons and Aétions, I muft ac-
“ quaint them, that this T?'c’czt{/é WAS
“ the Produllion of bis younger Years,
by avay of Excrcife only, asa com-
“ mon Subject, acbich had been canva/-
“ Jed by many Writers, I make no
© doubt, but be belicved what be wrote,
Jor be avas fo confitentions, that be
“would not lie even in fefl s and I

A 4 - Rnowy
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 wviii The PREFACE.
. Rnow befides, that if he bad been to
« chufe, he would rather bave been born
¢ at Venice than at Sarlac, and wwith
“ Reafon. But he bad another Maxim
¢ deeply imprinted in bis Soul, to obey
« and religioufly fubmit bimfelf fo the
¢« Laws under which be was born. There
< never was a better Citizen, more af-
¢ fellionate to the Quiet of bis Country,
¢ nor more an Enemy to the Troubles
and Seditions of bis Time; be would
much_ratber bhave employed bis Talents
to extinguifh them, than bave fur-

nifbed Matter for inflaming them more;.
bis Genius was rather formed in the

Mould. of antient Times, than of thefé

in which we live.

«. A A fh A _A ﬂ'ﬂ

The Jame Montagne, in a Letter
to a Friend, writes thus: ¢ 1 fend you
¢ herewith Xenophon's Oeconomics, that
¢ is to [ay, the manner of governing
¢ aell a Family, tranflated into French
¢ by the late Monfiewr de la Boctie, a
¢ Prefent which I judged proper for
 you, as well becaufe, it came firft as
“ you know, from the Hand of a Per-
$ fon of great Reputation, ¢ Man l)zg;/.;

- )
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ly eminent both in War andin Peace,.
as that it bas received 1£'s [fecond
Form: from one, wbho, I am fure, was.
botty beloved and efteemed by you dur--
ing bis Life. This will ferve always
as ¢ Remembrancer, to continue your
geod JVill and Efteem for bis Name
and Memory. Be not afraid, Sir,
fo encreafe either of them s for, as you
only kuocw bim by rhe publick Preofs
be bad given of himfelf, I can affure

< you, bhis Abilities were fo wuch beyond
“thefe, that you swas far frow pHaving
a thorough Knowvledoe of bim.  He
did me the Honour, whitff be awas a-
live, avhich I e¢ffcem as my - greateff
good Fortune, to entertain fo [lriét and
Sirin a Friendfbip awith me, that there
was wnot. any DByafs, Movement or
Sprivg n bis Sowl, «wwhich I mght
not bave difcovered and judsed of, at
leaft, 1f my Sight were not too flort.
“But awithout impofing wbon you, be
was altogether fo near a Miracle, ihot
in writing of him, leaff I fhould be-
thought to cxceed the Bounds of IProba-.
bility, and run the Hazard of betng
wholly difbelicved, there is a Necef-
A s . ‘ ity

.

1I
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& fity ta eheck myfelf, and retrench from
¢ what I know to be true. For this
© Time, Siry I will content myfelf with
¢ gntreating you,. for the Honour and’
¢ Reverence you owe to Truth, .to belicve:
¢ and bear wifnefs, that our Guienne
¢ never expelled io fee any thing like
¢ bim amongft thofe of bis Robe.” In
another Letter he writes. ¢ So that
© baving loved Monficur de la Boetie
‘ more than any thing in this World,
% the greateft Man in my Opinion of
¢ this Age, I thought I fhould grofsly
K Jail in my Duty, if, knowingly, I
 fhould fuffer fo great a Name, and &
* Memory fo worthy of Effeem, to va-
¢ wifh and be Ileft, if I did not endea-
¢ awgur, by thefe Preces of bis, fo raife
“ bim up andbring vim o Life. I be-
“ liewe be s in fome Manncr fenfible of
¢ this, and that thefe my good Oﬁ‘c‘m
¢ touch and rejoice him.  In truth, be
¢ he 1s yor with e fo entire and full of
< of Lafe, thav: I cannot poffibly think
& bim fo rudely buried under Ground, nor
¢ aliggether bapifhed from -my Conyer-
¢ Jatie

)} o In
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I another o the Ghancellor of France,,
Monfreur. 1.’ Hopital, be writes thus.

« This Confideration, Sir, that For-

“ tune has a greater Share than Rea-
“ fonn 1 the Promotion of Men of Me-
“ rit, bath often comforted me, when I
“ reflec?, that Mbonfieur de la Boetie,
 one of the fitteft and moft able Men for
© the firft Ewmployments in France, all
¢ bis Life languifhed in Oblivion,” and
was buried ar bome, but much to our
mutual Advantage. As to bim, in
particular, I can affure you, Str, be
was fo abundantly furnifhed with the
RichesandTreafureswhichdefy Fortune,
that never any NMan lived more [atis-
Jied and contented than bhe did., I lnow
be was razfed to the Dignities of bis
Province, which are leoked upon as
great, and fnow befides, that no Man
bad more Capacity for them, and.
that at the Age of Two and thirty
when e died, he bad acquired more
true Reputation in bhis Gharge than
any other Perfon before him. But it
15 wot guft to leave in the “widition
of a private Soldier, a Man that
A 6 < deferves

A A ' A A A N
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€ deferves the Rank of a Captain, nor
€ to employ in middling Stations, thofé
awpo would acquit themfélves to Ad-
- wantage in the. greateft. In Truth,
bis Abilities were i/l employed, and
too much [pared. For, befides the
Time the Duties of bis Office required,
be bad many leifure Hours, from
which the Publick might bave reaped
Service, and bimfelf Glory.  Since
¢ then, Sir, be bas beent o backward in
‘ making bimfelf known, for wunluckzly
¢ Virtue and Ambition are not jozned
¢ together, and that be bas lived in an
¢ Age [o barbarous or [o cnvious, that
“ be has been no ways affiffed by the
¢ Teffimony of others, I am wvaflly de-
¢ firous, that at leaft bis Memory, to
“ qohich alone bhenceforward I owe the
“ Duties of our Friendfbip, niay receive
“ the Recompence of bis Merit, and may
 dwell in the Iifleem of Perfons of Ho-
< npour and Virtue. For this Reafon, Iwas
< awilling to bring him fo light,and prefént
« bim to you, in thefe few Latin Ferjes
< which remainof bis. Aéling herein un-
< like tothe Mafon, who places the beft part
“ of his Building towards the S z'rec’z;}
| o an
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The PREFACE. xii

and to the Merchant, who [bews the

richeft. and fineft Patterns of bis Goods.
For what awas moft .commendable in
bim, the true Sap and Pith of bis
Worth, is gone with bim, and we
bave only the Bark and Leaves. If
one could fet forth the well regulated

- Sallies of bis Souf, bis Piety, bis

Virtue, bis TFuflice,. the Vivacity of
bis Wit, the Weight and Soundnefs cf
bis fudgment, the Grandeur of bis
Conceptions, [o far elevated. above the
Vulgar, his Knowledge, the Grace
which dccampanied all his Ations,
the tender Love. be bore to his mifera-
ble Country, and bis fwarn and mnor-
tal Hatred of all Vice, but prisci-
pally againft that vile Traffick, which

Shelters atfelf undaer. the honourable

Name of yz;ﬂz'c'e, 12 awould certainly
create in all good People a fingulcr
Affeétion towards bim, mixed with a
marvellous Regret for bis Lofs. DBut,
Siry I am far from being ableto do
this, for he bad never once thought of
leaving any Teflimony to Poflerity of the
Fruit of bis Studies, and we have only
remasning what be wrote fometimes by
way of Amufement. Mr
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' /
- Mr Cofte, 7o whoni we are indebted
for the new Edition of this Treatife, in
bis Preface to Montagne's Effays, pub-
lifbed ar the Hlague in 1727, writes
thus. |

© You will find, befides, in this Fdi-
 tion, the famous Work of Monfieur de
‘ la Boetie, intituled Voluntary Servi-
° tude, or againfl a fingle Perfon. Al-
‘ though it bhath never been added to
¢ Montagne's Effays, one may fay,, that
“ it 15 an Ornament in fome Sort effer~
< tial to thermm. Montagne, as appears
< before, bad deflined if a Place in thar
 excellent Chapter of Fsiendfbip, where
 be makes. the Panegyric of Mr de la
“ Boctie, and of this hirtle Difcourye,
< awhich gave Occafron to their firfl 1n-
“ terview; and by that to the tender
< and fm'r/;ﬁ:d Eriendfhip awbich grew
“ between them, and of wpich Montagne.
© retained as lively Senfe, afier the
“ Death of bhis ilhffrious Friend, as
“ during bis Life. It is true, in finifh-
“ aug the Chaprer, be excufes bimfelf of
“ a fudden, from adding this Work as

¢ he
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¢ he bad defigned ; but it was only upon
< political Confiderations, leaft during.
¢« the Troubles with awhich France was
< then agitated, the Principles upon
 awhich this Work 15 raifed, might be
< employed to tll Purpofes againft the
< Author’s Intentions. Many Years be-
¢ fore, Montagne, zn publifbing fome
¢ pofthumous IPieces of Mr de la Boe-
“ tie, refifled the Temptation of inferting
i his Collettion the Voluntary Ser-
 vitude, by Reafon, as be [fays bimfelf,
“ that he found the Compofition of 1t too
“ delicate and nice 1o be abandoned ro
 the grofs and beavy Air of fo unplea-
 fant a Seafon, wwhich is 7 plain
“ Words, that be was afraid the Court
“ of 'France would notr look favourably
“upon a Work whciein the Condiuct of
‘ wicked Princes, the Gruelty and Ex-
 tortion of their Mintfters, 8c. avere fo
© lLvel:ly cenfured.  Montagne knewo fo
“ awcll the Difpofitions of the Court and
“ People of Yrance at that Time, that
“ e may in this Matter with Gertainty
“ rely uporz bem, quithont having recour /e
“ to Fiftory s our it is eafy to fee, by all
“that he tells us of this bis Friend's /-

©courfe,

e
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© courfe,and by the Reafons which kept him
© twice from publifling if, that at pre-

£

fent, it 1s in fome Sort fulfilling bis

© Wil to add it to bis Effays. At pre-
© jenty, I fay, when France enjoys a pro-
“ found Peace under a young Monarch,

4

4

4

£

4

* who baving taken upon himfelf the
the Direltion of Fkis Kingdom, 15 re-

Jelved to give bimfelf wholly up to the

Love wlich ke owes bis People, irn the
Defigin of making bis Government glo-
rious, by rendring it ufeful to the State
and to the Pceople, wbhofe Happines

Jhall always be the figfl Obect of bis

Care. Princes of this Charaéler can-
not be any more fbocked awith the
Liberty awbich Mr de la Boetic
bas taken 1n decrying the Effeminacy,
the Injuftice and Cruelty of wicked
Kings, than Alexander the Great
would Fave been to bave beard a Bully
turned into Ridicule.  The Copy [rom
which I bave printed this Dijcour(é of

* T his 1s taken Word for Word from a Wri-

ting, intituled, a Nuwrrative of what the King
hath declared of his Intentions in his Coundil of
State, held the 10th of “Fune, 1720, Fid. Poft-

feript of the dmflerdam Gazelte,

My
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't Mr de la Boetie, s nof wvery correlt.
It was taken out of the State of France
under Charles 1X, and I do not know
of any other Copies of it remaining
elfewhere. 1 [ay nothing in particu-
lar concerning the Notes I have made
on fome Places wbich feemed to want
them. They are of the fame Kind with
thofe difperfed through the Effays.’

There are feveral other Paflages, par-
ticularly one entire Letter jfrom Mon-
tagne ro his Father, containing the
Circumftances of Mr de la Boetie’s
Death,which declare bim to bave been one
of the moft extraordinary Men that ever
lived, but the Tranflator was afraid, that
if the awhole bad been inferted, fo1e Par-
ticulars would not have been thought of
Moment at prefent by the Generality of
Readers, and thofe that might bave been
thought fo, would not have been clear,
without a Tranflation of the whole, for
which Reafon be refers thofe who are de-
firous to know more of this great Ge-
nius, avhich fhone like a Star of the
Jirft Magnitude, and quickly dijappear-
ed, tothe fifth Folume of the foremen-
tioned Aition of Montagnc’s A w%*.:}

an
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and 20 the 19th Chapter of the fir/t Rook.

of bis Effays. o
- This Difcourfe was publifbed foon' af-
ter the Maflacre of Paris, and the Slaugh-
ter of the Protcflants throughout wmoff
of the Provinces in France, altho wrote
Several Years before. If any thing could
have awhetted the Author’'s Stile awith
keener Darts againft Tyranny, to what
a Hezobth of Indignation would that de-
toftable and execrable Scene have raifed
the wirtuous Spirit of this young NMar.
But as the fame Caufes muft ever pro-
dice the [ame Effedds, be knew the Na-
ture of Tyranuy to be fuch, that there
is nothing fo manftrous and wicked, but
what it 15 capable of perpetraiing, and
perbaps might not bave been furprized
at fo prodigious an FEvent, but night
bave looked wpon it as a wvery natiral
Confequence from thofe Principles wpon
which Tyranny is foundod.  As it ap-
pears, the cduthor did not wwrite thrs
Tralt as an Attack againft legal Go-
vernment, bt againfl the Abufes of it fo,
[0 cvery candid Reader, the Tranflator
fopes Dis Defirn avtll evidentiy apficar to
be the fame, and thatl bis e eanmng
Intein-
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Intentions, will not be mifreprefented, or

malzczazzﬂy wrefted to any Applicartios: ta
the prefent Times, or the mild Govern-

ment of [0 gracious a Prince as now fills
the Throne.

Happy are we awho live under firch
a Prince and fuch a szﬁiz‘zzz‘iwz that
1he Subjelts are not expofed ro any Daw-
gers of this Sort, Liberty and Property

cing Jeciired by fich an equal Ballauce
c;j'“ Power, and fichk a Harmony in the
Con /z’zz‘m‘zm that no fuch Exccj"es can
be apprehended bere.

But the Tranflator being warmed by
the prous Wl of a celebrated Author,
cbofe Writings, as ithey are the Glory o/
the prefenty fo they « will be the Admira-
tron of future Zges, 'That the Libertics
of Great Brituin may be immortal,
mm’ Slimulated by bis fiafonable Advice.

< They acill be /0 Jays bey af that Con-
« flitution, whoje genine ['[j‘ Eis they are,
© b maintained in Purity and Vigour.
© A perpetual Attentron to this great
© Point 1sthercfore the dntercfl and szfy
“of every Maw in Britaing and there is
© fearce auy N, aclo may not contri-

© bute 1o z’l)f Advancenient 7 ﬂ‘ 1 feine
l_)('“? L'
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¢ Degree. The old may inform the young,

“ and the young may amimate the old.
¢ Ewven they, who are moft retired jfrom
 the Scene of Bufinefs may be ufeful in
 thzs Caufe, to thofe who are in 1t ; fo
“ thofe who are beated by the Aftion, di-
¢ firalled by the Cares, or diffipated by
“ the Pleafures of the World. I [ay they
“ may be ufeful; and, I add, that they
“ ought to be fo to the utmofi, that their
¢ Situation allows. TheTranflator,I fay,
being animated by, and approving of this
wholefome Counfel, judged it bis Duty to
keep up in the Munds of his Countrymen,
juft Notions of Liberty, and a Detefla-
tion of Slavery, and that no Time can
be unfeafonable for this good End. That
whilft the Nations round about us groan
under the Fetters of Tyranny, and are
made Hewers of Wood and Drawers of
Water; we, who flill enjoy this inefli-
mable Fewel, may guard it, and pre-
Sferve it as the Apple of our Eve, and re-
verence 1t as our frue Palladium fent
down to wus from Heaven by the divine
Mercy and Goodnefs.  To deter any def~
perate Hand from daving to attack or pull
down this boly Ark, this facred Remnant

- Y
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of Liberty, committed and entrufled to
the Care of the peculiar and chofenn Peo-
ple of this Ifland. 1f Uzzah was fmote
with fudden Death, for bis Error in
putting forth bis Hand to fuftain the Ark
of the Lord, when it was [haken and
likely to fall, what fudden Vengeance
mift that Man expect wbho will dare to
Jiretch out bis Hand againfl this fecend
Ark of Liberty.

Is there not fom= chofen Curfe,
Some hidden T hunder in the Stores of Heaven,
Red with uncommon Wrath, to blaft the Man,

Who owes his Greatnels to his Country’s Ruin.

But, if fome bave deferted the facred
Banner of the Goddefs,

If fome be fallen, to Difobedience fallen,
¥rom what high State of Glory, into what Shame.

Let them hafle to appeafe betimes the in-
cenfed Deity, and guickly deprecate her
tmpending Wrath, let them pray, re-
pent, and bring Qbedience due,

T'o Prayer, Repentance, and Obedience due,

"Tho' but endeavour’d with fincere Intent,
Her Iar fhall not be flow, her Kyc not thut.

Let them not thre private Feuds and
| V7T
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Animofitzes, and out of obflinacy and oppo-
- fition to tbzyé’ who perbaps they do not love,

all contrary to common venrfe,and a czzfg/i
avhat they once made thetr loude ﬂBmﬂs of,
and thought it their greateft Fonour pub-
lickly to profefs and avow. Let them not
o be revenged of their Enemies, deftroy
themfelves with them. Let them not be
nore implacable than the Jews were, that
SHiff-necked and perverfe People, who w%m
Danger was at their Gates, [acrificed
therr private Refentments to unite againft
the comimnon Enemy. 1T am perfuaded,

that it in any future Time, z‘/Je Founda-
tions of our Liberties /’Z?m/a’ be attenpted
to be undermined and fapped by flow, al-
tho' very perceptable Degrees, that there
would fizll be left fome choice © Spirits,

“ avbo wontld never becowie tame 172 Ser-

““witude, nor would relifh it, bow jrncly

“ foever it might be dreffedup: Who hav-
“ ing clar Uzzdc’r/imz.:/zz os, and fharp-

¢ fighted Wiis, zmprafvc’d év Study m;rf
<" Knowledge, were Liberty intirely lo o/t
¢ and cut af “the W, orid, would concerve
< it, and bring it Jortb Jrom: their own
Idms and form 1t's fair Plan from
/e _ﬂwz/m* Image of it in their own

Bﬂ'{’( /f 5o
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Breafts.  They would think thar they

owed moreé to their Country, than from
any Favours conferred, any Flatteries or
falfe Confidences 1mpojed upon them by an
artful Decetver, to be by them induced
to concur with him in Meafures perni-
cious fo if, and tending to deftroy it.
“ But they would [ay with Brutus, what
was our FEnd in getting rid of the Ty-
‘ rant but to be free from Tyranny, A
ridiculous Motive and a vain Exploit
if our Slavery furvive bim [—Obh, wha
1s 7t that makes Liberty his Care? Li-
berty, which ought to ove the Care of
all Men, as it is the Bencfit and Blef-
“ fing of Alll For myfelf, rather than
“ grve 2t wp, I will fland fingle 111 185
Defence. I cannor lofe, but awith my
Life,my Refolution to maintarrnin Fiee-
dowr, my Country, which I have made
‘“ free: I bave deftroyed a Veteran Ty-
“rant, and fi.ill T fiffer in arawYouth,
bis He:ir, a Power o controwl the Se-
nate, fuperfede the Laws, and put
Charns on Romce? A Power, which
no perfonal Favours, nor even the Ties
of Blood could ever fanclify to me; a
Lower, which 1 could not bear in Ca-

¢ far,
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far,: #or if my Father bad ufurped i7;
vould 1 bave born him. S

‘Remem‘bér, O myF rriends, the Laws, the Rights;
T'he generous Plan of Power, delivered down
From Age to Age, by your renown’d Forefathers,

So dearly bought, the Price of fo much Blood,
O let it never perith in your Hands,

But pioufly tranfmit it to your Children.
Thefe Sentiments, which infpired the He-
roes of 0ld, and of later Times, and were
productive of fuch Godlike Altzons, that
Time fhall never obliterate, baving in-
Sfamed the Breaft of the Tranflator with
an Ardour for Liberty inferior to no
one's, and being confcious to bimfelf that
be was not able from bis own Stores to
produce any thing worthy the Attention
of the Publick, he was ambitious of con-
tributing at leaft bis Mite in this glo-
rious Caufe, 5)' publifbing the Labours
¢of others, and in a Country of Liberty,
where [0 many admirable Treatifes have
been formerly, and now lately wrote, for
Support of it, that this zealous Advo-
cate might be brought. to take bis Part,
and appear in our Language as one of
it's tlluflrious Defenders.

iy OF
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VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE.

R E filent, Wretch, and think

o, ot bere allow’d, |

Xy That worft of Tyrants, an
ufurping Growd,

Do one fole Monarch Jove
commiits the Sway,

His are the Laws, and bim let all obey.

U{){E’s fays this in Homer {peaking in
Public. If he had only faid

Be filent, Wretch, and think not bere al~
- w'd,
That worft of Tyrants an ufurping Crowd.

Nothing could have been better. But
to have talked according to Reafon,
B he
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- he ought to have faid, that the Rule
of many cannot be good, fince the
Power of a fingle Perfon, from the
Time that he aflumes the Title of
Mafter, is hard and unreafonable, yet
he prepofteroufly adds,

Toone  fole Monarch Jove comm?ts theSway,
His are the Laws, and bim let all obey (a).

But perhaps, Ulyfes ought to be excu-

fed, who pofiibly was then under a
Necelility

(a) Thofe Perfons arc under 2 Miftake who
would make this Sentence a Praife of Abfolute
Monarchy.  Homer fpeaks 1t only with regard to
a General of an Army during the time of his
Commiflion. Nor is Agamemnon {tyl’d King of
Kings in any other Senfe, than as the reft of the
Princes had given him the Suprcam Authority o-
ver them in the Siege.  Ariffot/e defines a King,
STeqTnyds yap w M Srasis o Bacirevs, Kl
@y awpos Osus Kve@ @ Leader of the W ar, fudge
of Controperfies, and Prefident of the Ceremonies
of the Gods, ‘U'bat he had the principal care of
Religious Rites, appears from many Places in
Hlomer 5 aud that his Power was no where abfo-

lute but in War: for we find Agamemnen infulted
in

~ -
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Neceflity of ufing that Language, and
to employ it as the Means to calm the
Mutiny of the Army, conforming
his Difcourfe, more, I believe, to the
Circamftance of Time than to Truth.
But to {peak in good earneft, it is a
great Misfortune to be fubject to a Ma-
fter, of whom you can never be afiu-
red that he will be good, fince it is
always in his Power to be bad when
he pleafes. To have many Malflers,
that is the fame, as to be {o many
Times extreamly unfortunate. At pre-
fent I will not enter into the Debate

LY P, g S . Y s

in the Council, but in the Army threatening
Deferters with Death,  He was under an Obli-
gation to preferve the Privileges of his Country,
purfuant to which Kings are called by our Au-
Lor Aaarores, and Q¢pusotrores, the Difpen-
lers or Managers of Juftice.  Aad Dionyfins of
Halicarnaffius acquaints us, that the old Grecian
Kings, whether hereditary or cleétive, had =
Council of their chief Men, as Hlowmer and the
woft ancient Pocws teftity 3 nor vras it (he adds)
i thofe times as in ouwrs, when Kings have a
full Liberty to do whatever they pleafe,  Diow.

{Ia/. lb. u. L/,
B 2 of
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of that Queftion {fo much canvafled,
Whether the other Sorts of Republics
are better than Monarchy; which, if
I {hould confider, I would firft know,
before I put it as a Queftion, What
Rank Monarchy ought to have amongft
Republics, if it ought to have any at
all : fince it is very difficuit to believe,
that there is any Thing public in that
Government where all depends upon a
fingle Perfon. But this Queftion is re-
ferved for another Time, and may well
deferve a Treatife apart, or rather may
1ndeed include all political Difputes.

F oRr the prefent I would only un-
derftand, how it is poffible, and how
1t can be, that {fo many Men, fo ma-
ny Cities, {o many Nations, tolerate
fometimes a fingle T'yrant, who hasno
Power but what they give him ; who
has no Power to hurt themn, but only
fo far as they have the Will to fuffer
him; who can do them no Harm, ex-
cept when they chufe rather to bear
him than contradi& hin. A won-

derful 'Thing certainly, and neverthe-
lets
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lefs fo common, that we ought to have
more Grief and lefs Aftonithment, to
{fee 2 Million of Millions of Men ferve
miferably, their Necks under the Yoke,
not conftrained by a greater Force,
but as it were, enchanted and charmed
by the fingle Name of one, whofe
Power they ought not to be afraid of,
fince he 1s alone; nor love his Quali-
ties, fince he i1s with regard to them
inhuman and favage. Such is the Weal~
nefs of Mankind. It often happens
that we are obliged to obey by Force,
there 1s a Neceflity then of tempori-
zing, one cannot always be the {trong-
cft, If then a Nation be conftrained
by the Fate of War to become the
Slaves of one Perfon, as the City of
Athens was to thirty Tyrants, we ought
not to be furprized at their Servitude,
but to bewail the Accident; or rather,
neither to be furprized nor bewail, but
to bear the Ewvil patiently, and refcrve
ourfelves for a future and better FFor-
tune. Our Nature is fuch, that the
common Duties of Friendthip, engrofs
4 great Part of the Courfe of our Lives,

B 3 1t
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It 1s reafonable to love Virtue, to e-
fteem good Actions, to acknowledge
the Good we receive, and often to di-
minifh our own Eafe, to augment the
Honour and Advantage of thofe we
love, when they deferve it. If there-
fore the Inhabitants of a Country have
met with fome great Perfonage, who
has thewed by Proof, great Forefight
in preferving, great Courage in de-
fending, and great Care in governing
them : If from thenceforward they ac-
cuftom themifelves to obey him, and
to confide fo much in hin, asg to give
him fome Prerogatives, I do not know
whether it ought to be calld an A&
of Wifdom, infomuch, that he 1s taken
from that Station in which he did good,
to be advanced to a'Dignity in which
he may do harm ; but certainly it may
be called Honefty and Sincerity, in not
being afraid of receiving ill from him,
from whom they had received only

good.

Bu T, good God! what can this be ?
How fhall we call this? What Mis-
fortunc
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fortune is this? What fort of unhappy
Vice is it, to fee an infinite Number,
not only obey, but {erve, not governed,
but tyrannized, having neither Goods,
Parents, Children, nor Life itfelf which
can be called theirs? To bear the Rob-
beries, the Debaucheries, the Cruelties,
not of an Army, not of a barbarous
Camp,againi{t which we ought to fpend
our Blood, nay even our Lives, but of
one Man : Not a Hercuies or Sampfon,
but a little Creature, and very often the
rmoft cowardly and effeminate of the
whole Nation : One, not accuftomed
to the Smoak of Battles, but {carcely to
the Duft of Tilts and 'Tournaments:
INot one, who can by Force command
Men, but wholly employed in poorly
lerving the meaneft Woman. Shall we
call this Cowardice ? Shall we fay thae
they who {oabjctly {erve are Cowards
and Fainthearted? If two, three, or
tour, do not defend themfielves from
one, it is ftrange, but neverthelefs pof-~
fible: We may then fafely fay, that it
1s want of Courage. But it a Hun-
dred, a Thoufand, bear with onc, it

B 4 cannot
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cannot be faid, that they dare not
attack him, for it 1s not Cowardice,
but rather Contempt and Difdain. If
we {ee not a hundred, not a thoufand
Men, but a hundred Provinces, a thou-
fand Cities, a Million of Men, not at-
tack one Man, whofe greateft Favou-
rite Qi1as yet the Misfortune to be made
his Slave and Vafial: What can we
call this? Can 1t be cowardice? But
there 1s in all Vices, naturally fome
Boundary and Degree, beyond which
they cannot pafs. T'wo, and perhaps
Ten, may be afraid of one, but if a
Thoufand, a Million of Men, if a
Thoufand Cities do not defend them-
felves from one Man, that i1s not Cow-
ardice. Cowardice -cannot extend fo
far, no more than any Valour can be
fo great, that one alone fhould fcale
a Fortrefs, attack an Army, or conquer
a Kingdom. Then what Monfter of
Vice 1s this, that does not deferve the
Name of Cowardice? Which cannot
find a Name bad enough for it, which
Nature difowns, and the Tongue re-

fufcs to pronounce? Let fifty thoufand
Men
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Men in Arms be placed on one Side,
and as many on the other, let them
be ranged in Order, let the Battle be-
oin, one Side fighting for their Liber-
tics, the other to take them away: To
which Side fhall we by Conjeflure
promife the Victory? Which can we
think will go with moft Courage to
battle, whether they, who as a Re-
ward of their Danger, hope for the
Prefervation of their Liberty, or thofe
who can expect no other Recompence
for the Blows they give or receive, but
the enflaving of others? One Side has
always before their Eyes the Happinefs
of their paft Life, and the Expectation
of like Eafe for the Time to come.
They do not fo much confider what
they endure, the fhort Time the Bat-
tle lafts, as that which muft for ever
be borne by them, thewr Children and
all their Pofterity. The others have
nothing which emboldens them but a
Degree of Covetoufuefs, which recoils
when Danger approaches, and cannot
be fo ardent, but that it ought and
rmuft be extinguifhed by the leaft Drop

B s of
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of Blood which iflues from - their
Wounds. In thofe fo renowned Bat-
tles of Miltiades, Leonidas, and Theini-
Sfocles, which were fought two thou-
fand Years ago, and live yet as frefh in
the Memory of Books and Men, as if
they had been but of yefterday, which
were fought 1n Grecce, tor the Good
of Greece, and for the Example of all
the World: What think we was 1t
which gave to fuch a handful as the
Greecks were, not the Power, but the
Courage to {uftain the Shock of fo ma-
ny Ships, that the Sea itfelf feemed to
labour under them ? To defeat {o ma-
ny Nations and {o numerous, that the
Squadron of the Greeks could not have
furnithed, if there had been Occafion,
Captains for their Fleet ?

Bat that in thofe glorious Days, it
was not {o much a Battle of Greeks
againft Perfians, as the Victory of
YaBERTY over TyranNy, and In-
MUNITY over AvAricE. The Valour
which Liberty infpires in the Breafts
of thole who defend her, is worthy of
e Admui-
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Admiration. But that which is done
in all Countries, and every Day, that
one Man alone fhould Lord it over a
hundred Cities, and deprive them of
their Liberty ; who would believe it,
if it were only hearfay, and that he
did not fee it? And if it were only
feen in foreign and diftant Countries
and reported here, who would not
think that 1t were rather a Fittion and
imaginary, than real? But yet there
15 no need of attacking this fingle Ty-
rant, there 1s no Neceflity of defend-
ing ones felf againft him, he is defeat-
ed of himielf, provided only the Coun-
try does not fubmit to Servitude : There
ts 1o need of taking any thing from
him, only-give him nothing. There is
noQOccafion that the Country fhould put
itfelf to the Trouble of doing any thing
for itfelf, if it do nothing againft it-
felt. It is then the People them-
lelves who fuffer, or rather give them-
felves up to be devoured, fince in cecaf-
ing to obey him they would be free.
It 1s the People who enflave themf{clves,
who cut their own Throats: Who
- B 6 having’
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having the Choice of being Vaflals or
Freemen, reject their Liberty, and {ub-
mit to the Yoke, who confent to their
own Evil, or rather procure it. If the
Recovery of their Liberty were to coft
them any thing, I would not prefs it:
Although the replacing himfelf in his
natural Right, and, as I may fay, of
a Beaft to become a Man, 1s what eve-
1y one ought to hold moft dear. But
_{till T do not require {o much Courage
in him. I do not allow, indeed, that
he fhould prefer an uncertain preca-
rious Security of living at his Eafe,
‘What? if to obtain his Liberty, he
need only defire it: If there be only
wanting a bare Volition, can there be
found a Nation in the World, who
would think it too dear, being able to
gain it by a fingle With? Who would
grudge the Will of recavering a Good,
which we ought to purchafe at the
Price of our Blood? And which loft,
every Man of Honour ought to look
upon Life itfelf asa Burthen, and Death
a Deliverance. Certainly, _]u& as the

Fire of a little Sparl& becomes great,
and
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and always inhcreafes, and the more
Fuel it finds, the readier it 1s to burn,
but if no Fuel be added to 1t, it con-
fumes itfelf, and is extinguifhed. Even
{o Tyrants, the more they plander,
the more they require ; the more they
ruin and deftroy, the more is given
them, the more they are obeyed, fo
much the more do they fortify them-
felves, become ftronger and more able
to annihilate and deftroy all. If no-
thing be given them, if they be not o-
beyed,without fighting, withoutftriking
a Blow, they remain naked, difarmed,
and are nothing: Like as the Root of
a T'ree, receiving no Motfture or Nou-
rifhment, becomes dry and dead.

T u e Bold, to acquire the Good
{ought for, fear no Danger, the Pru-
dent no Labour. = The cowardly and
ftupid can neither fupport the Ewvil,
nor recover the Good. They content
themifelves with the bare Defire of it,
and the Virtue of endeavouring to pra-
cure it is loft by their Cowardice, al-
though the Delire of having it remains
. with
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with' them by Nature. This Defire,
this Will, to obtainall Things, the Pof-
feflion of which ‘would make them
“happy, is common to the Wife and
to the Foolith; to the Brave and to
the Pufillanimous. . I know not how
it 1s, but Nature feems to have' been
wanting in one thing alone to Man-
kind, in not giving them the Defire
of Liberty ; and yet Liberty is {o great
a Good, and fo lovely, that where it
is loft, all Evils follow one upon. ano-
ther; and even the Good which may
remain, entirely lofes 1t’s Guft and Fla-
vour, being fpoiled by Servitude. Li-
berty alone Men do not defire ; for no
other Reafon, it feems to me, than
that if they thould defire it, they might
haveit: as if they refufed to make this
great Acquifition only becaufe it 1s too

eafy.

Poor and miferable Creatures, Peo-
ple infatuated, Nations obftinate in
your own Evil, and blind to your own
Good, you permit the fineft and clear-
et of your Revenues to be carried oft

before
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before your Eyes, your Fields to be
pillaged, your Houfes to be robbed and
defpoiled of your antient and paternal
Furniture. You live in fuch a Man-
ner, that you cannot fay any thing is
your own. Does 1t feems fo great a
Happinels, henceforward to poffefs by
Halves only your Goods, your Fami-
hes, and your Lives. And all this De-
{truction, Havock, and Ruin come
upon you, not from Enemies, but
certainly from the EngmMy, from a
Man, whom you yourfelves make fo
great as he is; for whom you go fo
courageoufly to War, and for whofe
Grandeur you do not refufe tolofe your
Lives. He who fo domincers over you,
has only two Eyes, two Hands, and one
Body, and has nothing but what the
leaft Man of the infinite Number of
your own Cities has as well as he, ex-
cept it be the Power you yourfelves
give him for your own Deftruétion.
IF'rom whence has he fo many Eyes to
watch you, if 'you do not give them?
How has he fo many Hands to ftrike

you, if he does not take them from
- you r
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you ? The Feet with which he tram-
ples upon your Cities, whence hath he
them, 1f they be not yours? How can
he - have any Power over you but from
yourfelves? How would he dare fo fu-
rioufly to invade you, if he had not
Intelligence with you? What could
he do to you, 1f you did not protect
the Robber that pillages you? You are
Accomplices of the Murtherer wha
kills you, and Traitors to yourfelves.
You fow and plant that he may de-
ftroy : You furnith your Houfes to be
~a Supply for his Robberies: You bring

up your Daughters that he may have
wherewithal to fatiate his Luft: You
educate your Sons, that he may train
them to his Wars, that he may fend
them to Slaughter, and make them the
Inftruments of his Rapine, the Execu-
tors of his Vengeance: You wear out
your own Bodies, that he may {footh
himfelf in his Enjoyments, and wal-
low in his filthy and beaftly Pleafures.
You weaken yourfelves to make him
ftronger and more able to bridle and
keep ycu under., You might deliver
' yourfelves
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yourfelves from fo many Indignities,
which the Beafts themielves, if they
felt them, would not endure, if -you
had but the W1l to attempt it.  Re-
folve not to obey and you are free. I
do not advife you to fhake or overturn
him, forbear only to {fupport him, and
you will {fee him like a great Colofius,
from which the Bafis is taken away, fall
with his own Weight, and be broken
in pieces,

Bu T certainly Phyficians advife well,
not to tamper with incurable Wounds,
and I do not a& wilely in giving Ad-
vice to the Pcople concerning theirs,
who have loft long ago all Knowledge
of 1t, and whofe Infenfibility alone
fhews it to be mortal. Let us then
endeavour to conjeécture, if we can,
how this obftinate Dcfire of Slavery
has fo far taken Root, that it would
icem at prefent the Love itfelf of Liw
berty were not {o natural.

FrrsT then, T believe, it is pafk
doubt, that if we lived in Pofleflion of
the
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the Rights Nature has given us, and
followed her Di&ates, we fhould na-
tarally be obedient to our Parents, fub-
1t to Reafon, and Slaves only, in fo
far as Nature, without any other Ad-
vertifement, points out to us Obedience
to our Father or Mother. All Men
are Witnefles, every one in himdfelf
and for himfelf, 1if Reafon be born
with us or not;. which is a Queftion
thoroughly difcufled by the -Acade-
mics, and touched by every different
School of the Philofophers. At pre-
{fent 1 fhall take it for granted, that
there is in our Souls fome natural Seed
of Reafon, which being nourifthed by
good Advice and Cuftom, in time flou-
rithes in Virtue; and which, on the
contrary, being often not able to refift
Vices that furround it, is choaked up
and perithes, But f{urely, if there be
any thing clear and certain in Nature,
and of which there is no Excufe for
Ignorance, it is this, that Nature, the
Minifter of God, and Governour of
Men, has made us all of the fame
Form, and as it would feem, in the
fanie
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fame Mould, to the End we thould

all know each other for Companions, -

or rather Brothers. And if in difiri-
buting the Prefents fhe has made, the
has beftowed fome Advantages; either
in Mind or Body, to {ome more than
others: She did not therefore intend
to fend us into this World, as 1t were
into a Place for Combat, and has not
{cnt down here below the ftrongeft and
moft able, as Robbers armed into a
Foreft, to {poil the weakeft; but ra-
ther we ought to believe, that by thus
afligning to fome the greater Parts, to
others the lefler, fhe would thereby
make way for brotherly Affe&tion to
exercife itfelf, fome having Ability to

give Aud, and others nced of receiving
1t.  Since then this good Mother has

aiwen all of us this Earth for a Habi-
tation, has lodged all of us in fome
manner or other in the fame Houlfe,
has made us all of the {ame Pafte, that
cvery one mlght behold himfelf, and,
as 1t were, fee his own Image 1n his

chghbour If fhe have given to all

of us in common that great Prefent of
Yoice
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Voice and Speech, to unite us by
brotherly Affe¢tion, and to make
by the common and mutual Decla-
ration of our Thoughts, a Commu-
nion of our Wills; and if fhe have
endeavoured by all means to bind
and tie clofer the Knot of our Alliance
and Society: If fhe have thewn in all
things, that fhe did not mean fo much
to make us zll united, as to make us
all one: We ought not-to doubt but
that we are all naturally free, fince we
are all Companions; and it cannot en-
ter into the Thought of any one that
Nature has placed us in Servitude,

having made us all equal,

Bu T, in truth, it isidle to difpute
“whether Liberty be natural, fince no
onec:can be held in Slavery, without
having Injuftice done him, and there
is nothing in the World fo contrary to
Nature, fhe being altogether reafona-
ble, as Injuftice. We may then truly
aftirm that Liberty is natural, and for
the fame Reafon, in my Opinion, that

we are not only born in Pofiefiion of
our
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our Freedom, but with an Affeftion
to defend it. But if it fo happen, that
we make any Doubt of this, and are
{o degenerated, that we are not able
to know our own Good, nor likewife
our true Affections, it is fitting that I
fhew Mankind the Dignity of their
Nature, and make the brute Beails
themielves teach them their true Con-
dition. 'The Beafts, 1f Men are not
too deaf to hear, cry aloud to them,
.13 R T Y. There are many amongft
them who die as {oon as they are ta-
ken. As the Fifth lofe their Life as
foon as they are out of the Water, fo
likewife thofe leave the Light, and will
not furvive their natural Freedom. Ifthe
Animals had among{t them Orders and
Degrees, they would make, in my
Opinion, their Nobility confift in Free-
dom. Others, from the greateft to the
fmalleft, when they are taken, make
fo great a Refiftance with their Nails,
Claws, Hoofs, Feet, and Bills, that
they fufficiently thew how dearly they
prize what they lofe. ‘Then when
they are taken, they give fo many ap-

parent
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parent Signs of the Senfe they have of
their Misfortune, that it isa Pleafure
to obferve they rather languifh after-
wards than live, and that they conti-
nue their Life more to bewail their loft
Happinefs, than to pleafe themfielves
in their Bondage. What does the IL-
lephant give us to underftand, who,
when he has defended himfelf {o long
as he 1s able, feeing no Remedy, and
juft upon the Point of being taken,
dafhes his Jaws and breaks his Teeth
again{t the Trees, but that the great
Defire he hath to remain free as he
was born, gives him the Wit and the
Thought of merchandizing with th.
Hunters, and to try, if at the Expence
of his Teeth he may get free, and
he may be allowed to truck his Ivory,
and pay that Ranfom for his Libergy.
We train the Horfe from the Time he
15 foaled to accuftom him to Servitude,
and yet we cannot {footh him fo much,
but that when we come to -break
him, he will bite the Bit, and kick at
the Spur, to fhew as it were his Na-
ture, and teftify at leaft, that if he do
| ferve,
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ferve, it is not willingly but by Con-
ftraint. What ought we then to fay?

Beneath the Yoke the patient Oxen
groan, |
And Birds in Cage imprifon’d make their

noan,

As 1 have formerly faid fome where,
diverting myfelf with our French Poe-
trv. For I am not afraid, in writing

to you, O Longa, to infert {fome of my
Verfes, which whenever 1 read to you,
I grow vain by your appearing to be
{atisfy’d with them. Since then all
things that have Sentiment, from the
time they have it, perceive the Evil of
subjection, and run greedily after Li-
berty : Since the Beaits, which are even
made for the Service of Mun, cannot
accuftom themfielves to ferve but with
Reludtance, what Fatality is it, which
has been able {o far to unnaturalize
Man, alone born to live free, as to
make him lofe the very Remembrance
of his firft State, and the Defire of re-
Covering it,

THERE
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.- TueRE are three Sorts of T'yrants,
Some obtain the Kingdom by Ele&ion
of the People, fome by Conqueft, and
others by Succeflion. Thofe who have
acquired it by Right of War, behave
themfelves in fuch manner, that it is
well known they are, as one may fay,
in a2 Land won by Conqueft. 'Thofe
who are born Kings, are commonly
little better, but being nourithed from
their Infancy with the Milk of Ty-
ranny, look upon the People as their
hereditary Slaves; and, according to
that Complexion to which they are
moft inclined, Avarice, or Prodigality,
fuch as it is, ufe the Kingdom as their
Patrimony. He, to whom the Peo-
ple have given the Sovereignty, ought
to be, 1 fhould think, more fupport-
able; and would be fo, as I believe,
were it not, that from the Time he
fees himf{elf elevated above the reft in-
to that Station, flattered by I know not
what, they call 1t Grandeur, he. re-
folves not to fuffer the leaft Diminu-

tion of it, Commonly fuch a one
makes
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makes account to tranfmit to his
Children, the Power which he him-
{elf had received from the People.
From the Time he entertains this No-
tion, it is incredible how far he fur-
pafles in all forts of Vices, and even
Cruelty, other Tyrants. He fees no
ather way to fecure this new Tyran-
ny, but by fpreading wide the Yoke,
and alienating the Subjelts {fo much:
from Liberty, although the Memory
of it be yet frefh, that at length he
may make them entirely forget it.
Therefore, to {fay Truth, I {ce there is
fome Difference between them, as to
the means by which they come to reign,
but which to prefer I know not, their
manner of reigningbeing ftill the fame.
Thofe that are elected, treat the Peo-
ple as wild Bulls. which they would
tame: The Conquerors think they
have a Right as over their Prey:
‘Thofe by Succeflion ufe them as their
natural Slaves. ‘ |

Bu T to the Purpofe. If by chance
fome People (hould be born now, quite
new, neither accuftomed to Subje&ion,

| C nor
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nor charmed with Liberty, and that
they knew not either the one or the
other, and fcarcely their Names: If it
were offered to them either to be Sub-
je&ts or to live free, which would they
choofe? We can make no doubt but
they would love much better to obey
only Reafon, than {erve any Man;
excepting perhaps the People of Yfrael,
who, without Conftraint, withoutany
Need, made themielves a T'yrant: The
Hiftory of which People I {carce ever
read, but I conceive fuch a Rage againft
them, as even to become inhuman e-
nough to rejoice at ‘the Evils whicl:
befel them. But certainly to all Men,
{o long as they have any thing of Man,
before they {uffer themfelves to be en-
flaved, one of thefe two  Things mufl
happen, either that they are forced o
deceived : Forced by foreign Arms, as
Sparta and Athens,were by the Arms ol
Alexander ; or by Faction, as the Go-
vernment of Arbens had fome time be-
fore come into the Hands of Pififira-
tus. By Deceit they often lofe their
Liberty ; and in that they are net (o
often
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often feduced by others, as deceived by
themfelves. Thus the People of Syra-
cufe, the Capital of Sicily, being pref-
fed by Wars, inconfiderately 1eﬂeé’cmg
only on the prefent Danger, advanced
Dionyfius 1, and made him General of
the Army ; and took no heed, till they
had made him f{o great, that this their
seneral, returning victorious, as if he
nad not vanquifhed his Enemies, but
his Citizens, from Captain made him-
fclf King, and from King, Tyrant. It
15 incredible, how f{uddenly the Peo-
ple, the Moment they are enflaved, fall
into fo profound a Forgetfulnefs of their
Freedom, that it is not poffible for
them to rouze themiclves up to regain
it, ferving fo cafily and f{o willingly,
that one who fecs them would be
tempted to fay, that they had not loft
their Liberty, but their Servitude. It
is true, at firt, they ferve by Con-
(traint, ﬁxbducd by Force; but thofe
who come aftcrwards, having never
leen Liberty, and not knowing what
it is, obey without Rcmu, and do wil-
lmfrly that which their Forefathers did

(_C o by
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by Conftraint. So it is, that when
Men are born under. the Yoke, and
being afterwards broyght up and edu-
cated in Slavery, without looking for-
ward, contenting themfelves to live in
the Condition in which they were
born, and thinking they have no other
Right or other Good but what they
found at firft, they look upon the State
of their Birth as their natural State.
Neverthelefs, there is fcarcely any Heir
fo prodigal and carelefs, but fometimes
he perufes his Deeds, to. fee if he en-
joy- all the Rights of his Succeflion,
or whether any Perfon has encroached
upon him or his Anceftors. But cer-
tainly Cuftom, which has mn every
thing great Power over us, is in po
Point {o prevalent, as in this, of teach-
ing us to ferve, and (as it 1s reported
of Mithridates, who accuftomed him-
felf to drink Poifon) of learning us to
{wallow, and not perceive the Bitter-
nefs of the Venom of Servitude.  We
cannot deny but that Nature has a
great Share: in us, to draw us which
way (he pleafes, and that we may lzic

faid,



Of Voluntary Servitide. 29 .
faid, to be either well or ill born : But
it mult be likewife confeffed, that (he
has lefs Power over us than Cuftom:
Since with Regard to our natural Dif-
pofition, how good foever it be, it is
loft, if it be not encouraged ; and Edu-
cation forms us always after her own
Fafhion, whatfoever it be, in Spight
of Nature. The Secds of Good which
FNature fows in us, are fo imall and
fippery, that they do not refift the
leaft Shock of a contrary Nurture:
They are not {o eafily preferved as they
degenerate, perifh and come to no-
thing, juft as Fruit T'rees, which all
have their peculiar Nature, which they
keep 1if encouraged, but leave it imine-
diately to bear foreign Fruits, and not
their own, according as they are in-
orafted. The Herbs have each their
Propriety and Nature: Neverthelefs,
the Froft, the Weather, the Soil or
Hand of the Gardener, cither improves
or diminifhes much of their Virtuc.
The Plant which is feen in one Place,
can be fcarce known in another.

“u

Ci3 To
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T o obferve the Venetians, a hand-
ful of People, living in fuch Freedom,
that the moft wicked among them
would not be King, and all of them
fo born and bred, that they know no
other Ambition, except who fhall be
moft careful and circumi{pe& in main-
taining their Liberty: So brought up
and educated from the Cradle, they
would not take all the other Enjoy-
ments upon Earth to lofe the leaft
Point of their Freedom. Whoever fhall
have feen, 1 fay, thefe great Men, and
departing from thence, go into the
Territories of him we call the Grand
Seignior, feeing there a People, which
1s only born to ferve and to fupport
him, contentedly refign their Lives:
Could he think that thefe two Peoplc
were of the fame Nature, or would he
not rather judge, that coming from a
City 'of Men, he had entered mto «
Park of Beafts? Lycurgus, the Law-
giver of Sparta, having brought up, as
1t 1s reported, two Dogs of the fame

Litter, both fuckled with the famc
Milk,
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Milk, (z) the one grown Fat in the Kit-
chen, the other accuftomed in the Fields
to the Sound of the Trumpet and
Horn; being defirous to ithew the La-
cedemonians that Men are {uch as Edu-
cation makes them,; brought out the
two Dogs 1nto the open Market-Place,
and {et between them a Difh of Soup
and a Hare: The one run to the Difh,
the other to the Hare. And yet, fays
he, they are Brothers. Thus did this
great Man, with his Laws and Regu-
lations, educate and formi io well the
Lacedemonians, that every one of them
would rather have died a thoufand
Deaths than acknowledge any other
I.ord but the Law and the King.

It 1s with Pleafure I mentiona Con-
verfation, which a IFavourite of Xerxes,
the grecat King of Perfiz, formerly
held concerning the Sparrans. When
Xerxes made Preparations of fo mighty

~ (a) "T'his is taken from a Treatife of Plutarch,
mtituled, Flow Children onght to be educated,
Chap. II.

C 4 an.
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an Army to conquer Greece, he fent
his Ambafladors through the Greczar
- Cities to demand Water and Earth,
which was the Cuftom of the Perfians
when they fummoned Cities, but to
Sparta and Athens he {ent none; be-
caufe when his Father Darzus had fent
to make the like Demand, the Spas-
tans and Athenians had thrown fome
of them into Ditches, and others
into Wells, telling them they might
there boldly take Water and Earth and
carry to their Prince. Thofe People
-could not fuffer their Liberty to be
called in Queftion even by the leait
Word. The Spartans were {enfible,
that by their having adted 1n this
Manner, they had incurred the Ha-
tred of the Gods themfelves, efpecial-
ly of Talthybius, God of the Heralds.
They bethought themiclves of fending
to Xerxes, to appeafe them, two of
their Citizens, to prefent themfelves
to him, that he might ufe them as hc
fhould think fit; and, by that means,
take Satisfaétion tor his Father’s Am-

bafiadors, which they had killed. T'wo
Spartans,
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Spartans, the one called Sperthies, the
other Bulis, willingly offered them-
{elves to make this Attonement. They
went thither, and in their way arrived
at the Palace of a Perfian called Hy-
darnes, who was Lieutenant for the
King over all the Cities ot Afiz upon
the Sea-Coaft. He received them with
oreat Honour. After {everal Difcourfes,
following onc after another, he afked
them, wherefore they {o obftinately
refufed the King's Friendfhip. Believe,
faid he, Spartans, and fee by me, how
the King knows to honour thofe who
deferve, and think that if you belonged
to him, he would ufe you in the like
manner. If you were his Subjedts, and
that he once knew you, there would
not be a Man amongit you who would

'not be Lord of a City of Greece: In
this, Hydarnes, reply’d the Lacedemo-
nians, you are not able to give us good
Advice, becaufe the Good you promife
us you have indeed tafted, but that
which we enjoy, you know not what
1t 15 You have experienced the King’s
Favour, but you are entirely ignorant

C s what
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- whatrelith Liberty has;and how {weet

_1t-1s.  But if you yourfelf had taftcd
of it, you would advife us to defend i,
not only with the Lance and Shield,
but with. our Teeth and Nails. The
Spartans alone {fpoke what they ought,
but certainly each of them i{poke as
they had been brought up. For it
cculd not poffibly be, that the Per/iun
fhould regret Liberty, having never
enjoyed it, nor that the Lacedenionians
could bear Subjection, having tafted
of Freedom.

C ATO of Utica, being yet a Child,
- and under the Rod, very much fre-
quented the Houfe of Sy/la the Dicta-
tor, where, as well on Account of his
Rank and Family, as that they werc
-near Relations, the Doors were never
fhut to him. He had always his Ma-
fter with him when he went thither,
as was the Cuftom for Children well
born. He perceived, that in the Pa-
lace of Sylla, in his Prefence, or by his
Command, fome were imprifoned, o-
thers condemmned, one was banithed,

another
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another ftrangled, one demanded the
Confifcation of a Citizen, and another
his Head. In fine, every thing was
done, notas by an Officer of the City,
but a Tyrant of the People, and it
was not a Seat of Juftice, but a Dun-
geon of Tyranny. This noble Child
faid to his Mafter: () Why do not
you give me a Dagger? I will hide 1t
under my Gown. I go often mto Sy/-
(a's Chamber before he rifes. I have
an Arm f{trong enough to rid the City
of him. Here 15 a faying truly wor-
thy of Caro. This was a Beginning of
that great Perfonage agrecable to his
Death.  Neverthelefs, though neither
his Name nor Country were mention-
cd, let the Fa& be only related fuch
48 1t 18, the thing will fpeak itfelf, and
we muft certainly conclude, that he
was a Romar, and born in Rome, but
in the true Rome, and when it was
free. To what Purpofe is all this? Not

- A e el g e
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(@) Plutarch in the Life of Caro of Utica,
Chap, I,

C 6 certainly
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certainly that I think the Country and
Soil fignify any thing, for in all Coun-
tries, In every Climate, Servitude is
difagreeable, and Liberty fweet.

BuT I am of Opinion, that we
thould pity thofe who at their Birth
find the Yoke about their Necks, and
that we ought either to excufe or par-
don them, if having never feen fo
much as the Shadow of Liberty, and
not being advertifed of it, they are not
fenfible of the Misfortune they labour
under in being Slaves. If there be
fome Countries, as Homer relates of the
Cimmerians, where the Sun appears o-
therwife  than to us, and after having
thone on them fix Months without In-
termiiion, he leaves them fleeping in
Obfturity, without coming to revifit
them the other half Year, Would one
wonder that thofe who fhould be born
during this long Night, and had ne-
ver {een the Day, nor heard any men-
tion of Light, thould accuftom them-
felves to the Darknefs in which they

were bred, without defiring the Lig.‘hﬂt_:/ P
o

bl
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We never pine for what we never had;
Regret never comes but after Pleafure,
and the Remémbrance of paft Joy is
ever accompanied with the Knowledge
of the Good once pofieft. The natu-
ral Difpofition of Man is to be free,
and to'defire to be {fo; but likewife his
Nature is fuch, that he always retains
the Byafs which Education gives him.

I.e T us conclude then, although
all things may be faid to be na-
tural to Man in which he has been
brought up, and to which he has
been accuftomed, yet only that is
truly fo, to which his pure and un-
changed Nature calls him: So the
firft Reafon of this voluntary Servitude,
15 Cuftom, like the generous Steeds
who at firft bite the Bitt, but . after-
wards play with it; and whereas not
long ago they would not endure the
Saddle, they now paticntly fubmit to
the Harnefs, and full of Pride march
ftately under their Trappings. The
People fay, they have always been
Subjects, that their Fathers lived fo.

They
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They think they are bound patiently

to endure the Curb, and make them-
felves believe 1t by Examples, and
ground their Opinlon upon the Length
of Time, and the Poileflion of thoie
who tyrannize over them. But, cer-
tainly, Length of Time gives no Right
to do ill, but rather heightens the In-
jury. There are always fome, better
born than the reft, who are fenfible of
the Weight of the Ycoke, and cannot
refrain from throwing it off; who cau
never become tame 1n Subieﬁion but
always, like Uly/fes, who by Sea and
by Land was contmua]]y endeavouring
to fee the Smoak of his own Chim-
ney, cannot help refle€ting on their
natural Privileges, and remembring
their Predeceflors and former Condi-
tion. Thefe are the Men, who having
clear Underftandings, and fharp fight-
ed Wits, are not fatistied with the Bulks
of the People, in looking only wherc
they ftep, but likewife take a View
both of what is before and behind
them, and recal the Memory of 'Things

paft to compare with the prefent, and
make
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make a Judgment of the future. Thefe
are they, who having good Heads of
their own, have, befides that, improv-
ed them by Study and Knowledge.
Thefe Men, were Liberty entirely loft
and out of the World, conceiving it,
and finding 1t in their own Minds, and
charmed with 1t’s lovely Image, could
never relith Servitude, how findly foe-
ver it might be drefled up. ‘The great
Turk was well apprized of this, that
Books and Literature give Men Occa-
fion more than any thing elfe of
knowing themfelves, and hating T'y-
ranny ; and, as I am informed, in his
Dominions he has not many more
lenrned Men than he would with. But
commonly the great Zeal and Affec-
tion of thofe who have preferved in
{(pite of Time, a Devotion for Free-
dom, how large foever their Number
may be, remain without Effect, by
their not knowing one another.  The
[.oberty cither of doing or {peaking,
nd almoft of thinking, is taken away
from them by the Tyrant. 'They arc
il fingle in their Opinions. And there-

fore
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fore Momus was not out of the way,
when he found Fault with the Man
that Vulcarz had made, becaufe he had
not placed a hittleWindow in his Heart,
whereby his Thoughts might be {een.
It has been faid, that Brufus and Ca/-
fius, when they formed the Defign of
delivering Rome, or rather the World,
were not willing that Cicero, that great
Zealot for Publick Good, if ever anv
Man was fo,fhould be of the Party, and
judged his Heart too weak for fo high
an Enterprize. They were well aflured
of his Will, but they doubted his Cou-
rage. Neverthelefs, any one who would
run over the Actions of Times paft,
and the antient Annals, will find few
or none of thofe, who {eeing their
Country ill treated, and in bad Hands,
have attempted with a good Inten-
tionit’s Delivery, but have gained their
Point, and Liberty in fthewing itfelf,
has itlelf brought Aixd. Harmodius,
Ariftogiton, Thrafybulus, Brutus the El-
der, Falerius, and Dion, as they thought
virtuoufiy, fo they atchicved hap-
pily. In fucha Cafe,Fortune was {carce

¢Vl
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ever wanting to a good Will.  Brutus
 the Younger, and Cafius happily thook
off Slavery, but in reftoring Liberty
they died, though not miferably. For
how great a Crimeé would it be to fay,
there was any thing miferable, ei-
ther in the Life or Death of {uch
Men ? But their Fall was to the great
Lofs, the perpetual Misfortune, and en-
tire Ruin of the Commonwealth, which
i my Opinion, was buried with them.
The Enterprizes againft the other Ro-
manz Einperors were only Confpiracies
of ambitious Men, who are not to be
pitied for the Inconveniences they fell
under : It being eafy to fee, their In-
tention was, not to take away, but to u-
furp the Crown, pretending to dethrone
the Tyrant, and yet defigning to retain
the Tyranny. To thofe I would not
have wifthed Succefs; and am pleafed
that they bave fhewn by their Exam-
ple, the facred Numc of Liberty oug ht
not to be abufed to any f{inifler End.

BuT to return to my Purpofc ftem
which I have digrefled, the firft Rea-
{on
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fon why Men ferve willingly, is, that
they are born Slaves, and bred up fuch.
From: this proceeds another, that the
People eafily become (,owaidly and
effeminate under Tyrants: For which
I ftand indebted to Hippocrates, that
grand Father of Phyfic, who was
well apprized of this, and has {fo faid
in his Treatife concerning Difeafes ().
‘This Man had certainly a noble Soul,
and gave a Proof of it, when the
(¢) Great King was Wllhng to draw
him into his Service by the Force of
ample Rewardsand Prefents: He frank-

(d) It is not i that T reatife of Difeales wihicix
EBoetie quotes here, but in another, entituled =:: ¢
aipay UdaTav Tomar, where FHippocrates fn‘
.  That the mofit warlike People of Afa, whe-
ther Grecds or Burbarians, are thofe, who not
being goveraned defpotically, live ander Taws
which they tmpofe upon themfelves, and tha
where Men live under abfolute Kings, they aic
neceflarldy Cowards. "['he fame Thought is toundd
more particularly explained in the poth Part of
the fame Work.

(¢) So the Greeks called the Perfran King,.

ly
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ly returned for anfwer (7), that he made
it Matter of Conficience to undertake
the Cure of Barbarians who would
kill the Greeks, or to be any ways
{erviceable by his Art to him, who was
endeavouring to enflave Greece. 'The
Letter which he fent Artaxerxes is
yet to be feen among his other Works,

(f) A Pellilential Diftemper having fpread icfelf
in the Arimy of Artaverxes, King of Perfia, that
Prince being advifed to have Recourfe, upon this
Occalion, to Hippocrates, wrote to Hyftunes, (Go-
vernor of the Hellofpont, charging him to allure
Hippocrates to the Pevfian Court, by offering him
whatever Sums of Money he thould demand, and
to aflure him from the King, that he thould have
cqual Rank with the greateft Lords in Perfra. Hy-
ffanes punctually fulfilled this Qrder, but Hippo-
crates immediately returned for anfwer to him,
that he was fufliciently provided with all things
necellary for Ilife, and that it was not permitted
him to partake of the Riches of the Perfians, nor
ro employ his Skill to cure Barbarians, who were
fonemies of the Grects.  shtawerxes’s Letter
o Lhyflanesy that of fhflanes to Flippecrates,
sl Llippocrates’s  Anfwer,  from whence
all the Particulars are taken which make up
this Arcicle, are at the Lnd of FElippocrates™s
Works,

and
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and will for ever be a Witnefs of his
great Soul and noble Difpofition. It is
then certain, that Courage is loft with
ILiberty. An enflaved People have no
Sptrit to fight; they meet Danger like
Slaves tied together by a Chain, dull
and lifelefs, and do not feel that Ar-
dour for Fleedom oclowing In their
Breafts, which inf{pires a Contempt of
DanO’el and the Ambition of purcha-
fing by a noble Death, a gloricus
Name amongft their Companions. Frec
Men contend who fhall fight moft va-
liantly, each one for the common Good,
and each for himfelf : They expect to
have all their Share either in the Dif-
grace of the Defeat, or in the Glory
of the Victory. But the enflaved, be-
fides the Lofs of this warlike Courage,
Jofe alfo their Vivacity in every thing
clfe, have Hearts low and cﬂlm:mtc
:.:mcl arc incapable of any thing great.
This Tyrants know, and pcmelvmrr
their Byafs, do all they can to cherith
this Difpofition, and make them morc
weak and effeminate.

XIEENOPHON,
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XENOPHON,a grave Hiftorian,
and of the firft Rank amongft the
Greeks, has compoled a little Treatife
(¢), in which he introduces Szmnonides
difcourfing with Hiero, King of Syra-
cefe, of the Miferies of a Tyrant. This
Book is full of good Advice, delivered
in as handfome a Manner as poflible.
Would to God that all Tyrants would
perufe it, and make ufe of it as a Look-
ing-Glafs. I cannot think, but they
would difcover their Blotches, and con-
ceive fome Shame of their Deformi-
ties. In this Treatife he recounts the
Mifery in which Tyrants are, who are
forced, by ufing arw ili, to be afraid of
ALL.  Amongft other things, he'fays,
that bad Kings employ Foreigners in
therr Wars, and hire them, not daring
to truft Arms in the Hands of their
own People, whom they have inju-
rioufly treated. 'T'here have been, in-

i

(¢) Intituled Ficron, or a Defeription of the
Condition of Kings,

deed,
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‘deed, good Kings, even amongft the
French, who have entertained in their
Pay foreign Nations, though more fre-
quently formerly than at prefent, but
with a very different Intention, to pre-
{erve their own People, looking upon
the Lofs of Money as nothing in Coin-
parifon of hufbanding their Men. Much
to the fame Purpofe was the faying o’
Scipto Africanus, I think, that he would
much rather chufe to fave the Life of
one Citizen, than deftroy a hundred
Enemies. But this 1s undoubted, thut
a Tyrant never thinks his Power fufi:.
ciently fecured, until he has gained
this Point, that there is not left onc
Man of Worth under him. Then,
with great Juftice may be apply’d tu
him, that which. Thrafo in Terence
boafts to have reproached the Mafler
of the Elephants with (b)., And ac
you thus proud becaufe you commuud

Wild Beafts? But this Artifice uied by

et e gl

L L T R

(b) Lone es ferox, quia habes imperium in bellna,

Ter. Eunuch, A&. 11, Sc. 1. v. =5,
Tyrant
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Tyrants of TMBR U TING thewr Sub-
jecls, cannot appear more clearly than
by what Cyrus did to the Lydians,
after he was Malfter of Sardis, the Ca-
pital of Lydza, and that he had re-
ceived Crefis, that rich King, into
Mercy, and had carried him away Pri-
foner. They brought him the News
that the Sardians were revolted. He
foon reduced them again uunder his
Obedience; but not being willing to
oive up to the Mercy of the Soldier
fo fine a City, nor to be always at the
Trouble of keeping an Army there to
prevenit its Defection, he fell upon a
notable Expedient to muke it fure to
him. He eftabhifhed therein (7) Bro-
thels, Taverns, and public Plays, and
publifhied this Edi&, that the Inhabi-
tants fhould hold them in Lfteem.
This Garrifon was of fuch Service to
him, that he never afterwards was
put to the Neceflity of drawing a
Sword againdt the  Lydians,  This

- : —-n-bmm"'_

(1) Herodotus, Lib, 1. Pag. 63. Edit. Gronov.
} OOr
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poor miferable People amufeéd them.
fclves with the inventing all Sorts of
Games; infomuch, that the Romanus
have from thence derived their Word,
and that which we call* Sports or
Games, they called Luwpi, asif they
would have faid Lyp1 or Lydians.
All Tyrants have not thus openly de-
clared, that they would make -their
People effeminate ; but in "Fruth what
this one formally and exprefsly ordain-
ed, they have underhand for the moft
Part compaflfed. It 1s in Truth the
natural Diipofition of the meaner Sort,
whofe Number is always greateft in
Cities. They are fufpicious with Re-
gard to him who loves them, and cre-
dulous towards him who deceives then:.
I do not think there is a Bird which is
more eafily allured by thePipe,nora Fifly
that more greedily {wallows the Bait,
than all the lower People are, inveigh-
led into Servitude, for the moit chu-
dith Triflc that 1s but {hewn them. It
1s indeed a wonderful Thing that they
thould fuffer themfielves to be catched

fo {foon as the Bait is offered. Publick
| Theaties,



Of Voluntary Servitude. 49
“Theatres, Plays, Farces, Shews, Gla-
diatorst Foreign Wild - Beafts; Medals,
Pictures, and fuch like Amufements,
were ‘to the Antients the Decoys of
Servitude, the- Price of their Liberty,
and ~ the Inftruments of Tyranny.
Thefe Allurements brought the Sub-
je&ts of former Times under the Yoke,
So that the befotted People finding
thefe Diverfions agreeable, enchanted
by the vain Pleafure of what they be-
held, accuftomed themfelves to ferve
as imply, but more to their Lofs, as
little Children, who learn to read, by
fecing the f{hining Figures upon illu-
minated Books. The Romanr Tyrants
had alfo another Artifice, wrz. That
of feafting often. the publick Wards of
the City, cajolling the Populace (as
was neceflary) who are more eafily
won by good Chear, than by any
thing elfe, The Man of beft Senfe a-
mong them, would not have parted
with  his Mefs of Soup to. have reco-
vered the Liberty of Plato’s Common-
wealth., ‘The Tyrants gave Largefles
of a Buthel of Corn, a Gallon of
Wine, and a Sefterce a Man, and

D then
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then it would have grieved one to hear
them cry, Long lLive the King! 'The
¥ ools did not confider, that they only
got back ‘a Part of their own, and
that which they did recover, the T'y-
rant could not have given them, if he
had not taken it from themfelves be-
fore, One who had hoarded the Sci-
terce to day, another, who had gorged
himfelf at the publick Feaft, blefling
Tzberius, or Nero, for their great Libe-
rality, perhaps, on the morrow was ob-
liged, with a brutith Stupidity, to give
up hisGoods to theAvariee, his Children
to the'Luft, and even his own Life to
the favage Cruclty of thefe magnificent
Emperors. The Populace have been al-
ways of this Difpofition. Their Hearts
are open and diflolute to the Pleafurcs
which -they ought net with Decency
to receive, and infenfible to the Inju-
ries and Miferies which they ought not
with Decency to {uffer. There isnow 1o
bedy, ‘who but hearing mention made
of Nerp, does not even tremble at the
Name of that ‘wicked Monfter, that

Difgrace of human Nature, And yet
WE
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we find, that after his Death (detefta-
able as was his Life) (%) the noble Ro~
man People were in fuch Concern,
calling to mind his Plays and Fealfts,
that they were very near going into
Mourning for him. So Cornelius Ta-
citis has wrote, an Author of un-
doubted Credit. Which will not be
thought ftrange, if we confider, what
that fame People did at the Death of
Fulius Cefar, who abolifhed both their
Laws and Liberty, whofe only Merit
was his Humanity ; which, although
fo much extolled, was more perni-
cious to his Country, than the great-
eft Cruelty of the moft favage Tyrant
that ever lived. For, in Truth, it was
this enchanting Bait that f{weetened
Servitude to the Roman People. But
after his Death, that People who had
yet his Banquets in their Mouths, and
m their Mind the Memory of his Pro-

ol s

(%) Plebs firdida, & circo ac Theatris [fueta
Junul deteryimi [fervorum, aut qui adefis bouisy per
dedecus Neronis alebantuy, marfl, |

V'acit, Hift, Lib, 1., ab initio,

D 2 digalities,
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digalities, to fhew him their Refpe,
and make his funeral Pile, heaped to-
gether, ftriving to outdo one another,

(/) all the Seats of the Forum, and
then raifed for him a (m) Pillar of
INumidian Marble, as to the Father
of his Country, for {o it was wrote on
the Capital, and rendered him more
Honours, dead as he was, than ought
to have been given to any Man; un-
lefs, perhaps, to thofe who killed him.
The Romar Emperors did not forget
likewife to aflume commonly the Ti-
tle of Tribune of the People, as well,
becaufe that Office was held facred
and inviolable ; as alfo, becaufe it was
eftablithed for the Defence and Pro-
tection of the People, and by the Fa-
vour and Allowance of the State. By
this means they flattered themfelves,
that the People would have more Con-

A o

( l) Suctonius, in the Life of Fulus Cajar,

: ( m) Poftea folidam Columnam prope wigint;
pedum lapidis Numidici in Joro flatuzt, fi Ipfitque.

PareNTI PATRIZE. Suctonius, Ibid. §. 5.

fidence
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fidence in them, as if they ought to
be fatisfy’d with the IName, without
being fenfible of it's Effect.

On the contrary, they do not at
much better, at prefent, who never
do any Evil, at leaft of Confequence,.
but they gild it over with fome
fine Pretence of common Good, and
the Eafe of the Public. For you
know well, O Longa, the Pretexts and
Preambles which in fome Places they
can make ufe of, plaufible enough.
But, for the moft Part, there cannot
certainly be much Art in them, where
there is {o much Impudence. The
Kings of Afjyria, and afte. them thofe
of the Medes, appeared in public as
fcldom as poffible, that the Populace
might be in doubt, whether they were
not fomething more than Men, and
to leave thofe in that Conceit, who
cafily become Vifionaries in Things
they cannot fee with their KEyes.
Thus fo many Nations, which were
tor a long Tiume under the Affyriar
LEmpire, by this Myiftery were accu—~

D 3 ftomedi
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ftomed to Servitude, and obeyed the
more willingly, for not knowing what
Mafter they had, nor fearee if they
had any, and were upon Truft, afraid
of a Man, whom nobody had feen. The
firft Kings of Egypt never appeared in
Public, but they carried fometimes the
Bough of a Tree, fometimes Fire up-
on their Heads, thus playing the Jug-
gler, they thought to infpire Reverence
and Admiration 1n the Subject by their
frantic Difguife, whereas to People,
who bhad not been either very™ filly, or
very much enflaved, they had afforded
only, in my Opinion, Matter for Pai-
time and Derifion,

IT moves Pity to hear, of how many
"Things the Tyrants of former Times
took Advantage, to eftablith their Ty-
ranny : Of how many little Means
they made great Ufe, having found
the Populace ready to be bubbled, for
whom they could fpread no Net but
what they were taken in, and in de-
ceiving of whom, they have always

fucceeded 0 well, that they ncver
" more
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more enflaved them, than when they
moft made a Jeft of them.

WuaT fhall T fay of another fine
Trick which pafled amongilt the An-
tients for current Coin? They firmly
believed, (7n) that one -of the great
Toes of Pyrrbus, King of Epirus, per-
formed Miracles, and curea People of
the Spleen. ’

To raife the Miracle higher, they
pretended, that this Toe, after all the
Body was burnt, was found among
the Afhes, untouched by the Fire,
Thus the People themfelves, firft in-
vent Lies, and then believe. them.
Many Authors have recorded fuch
like Fables, but in a Way,. that it
s eafy to fee, they have taken them
irom Reports in Cities, and the ri-
diculous Babble of the Populace. Fe/~
pafian returning  from Afria, and

(2) All that is fuid here of Pyrrbus, is reported.
by Plutarch, in his Life, Chap. II,

D 4. paﬂing;
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pafling -through _Alexandria, in his
Way to Rome, to take Pofleflion of
the Empire, performed Miracles.
(0) He reftored the Lame, he made
the Blind to fee; and although o-
therwife pofiefled of many fine Qua-
lities, whoever does not perceive the
Fault he committed in this, is, in my
Opuion, more blind than thofe he
pretended to cure. The Tyrants them-
felves have thought it very ftrange,
that Men fhould bear with one whe
does them an Injury. ‘They have been
very defirous to make Ulfe of Religion
as their Body-Guard; and, if it werc
pofiible, would have borrowed fome
Ray of the Divinity, for the Defence
of their wicked Lives. Therefore, Sa:-
moneus, 1f one may believe the Syhil
of Virg:/, and her Defcription of Hell,
for having thus mocked Mankind, and
endeavoured to perfonate Jupzter, now
meets with his Reward in the lowest

Hell,

L

(o) Suctonizsy in Fefpafian’s Lite, §. 7.
Salmoncu:
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Salmoneus, fiff ring cruel Pains, I found

For emulating Jove; the ratthing Sound

Of mimic Thunder, and the ghitt'ring
Blaze

Of pointed Lighinings, and their forky
Rays.

Through Elis, and the Grecian Towns
be flew,

TH audacious Wretch four fiery Courfers.
dreaw :

He wav’'d a Torch aloft, and, madly
Varn, | |

Sought Godiike Worfhip from a fervile
Traia.

Ambitious Fool, with korny Hoofs to pafs

O’er Lolloww Ayches, of refounding Brafs ;

To rival Thunder, in its rapid Courfe,

Aud tmirate inimitable Force.

But be, the King of Heauln, obfcure on
bigh,

Barr'd bis red Arm, and launching frous:
the Sﬂf}'

1lisawrithen Bolt,not fhaking empry Smoak,

Down to the deep Abyfs the flaming Fe-
lon Jl rook.

D s If
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Ir this Man, who was only a Foo!,
is fo . well chaflifed there, I believe
thofe who have made Religion a Cloak
for their Wickednefs, will be more fe-
verely punifhed. Our Kings have {pread
about in France, I know not what
Stories of this Sort; of Toads, of Lil-
ltes, of the holy Oil, and of the Stan.-
-dard with Flames of Gold. (») For my

Owi

S

~ (p) By .all that Boetie tells us here, of the Li/.
fzes, of the Fely Q:l, and of the Standard witi:
Flames of Gold, it is eafy to find out his true
Sentiments concerning the Miracles reported of
them. And Monfieur Pgfyurer thought the fame
about them as Boetie did, In Iis Recherches e
la France, Lib, VIII. Cap. 21. There arc in
every State, fays he, a great many Stories which
are handed down from great Antiquity, without
our being able, for the moft Part, to trace thon
true Origin; and, neverthelefs, they are held
not only for true, but for greatly authorized anl
holy. Of fuch Sort we find many, as weil n
‘Greece, as in the City of Reme. And almoft
the fame Manner, we have forged amongft vs
the antient QOpinion we had of the Standard ./
Flanws of Goldy the Conceit of our Lillies, which
-we attribute to the Divinity, and many othr

fuch T'hings, which although they are not war-
rauted
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own Part, T will not be a Mifbeliever
in thefe Particulars, fince neither we
nor our Anceftors have ever had, as
yet, any Occafion to contradit them,
having always had Princes fo good in
Peace, fo valiant in War, that altho’
they were born Kings, it feems as if
they had notbeen made like others by
Nature, but chofen by God Almigh-
ty before they were born, for the Go-
vernment and Prefervation of this

ranted by antient Authors, notwithftanding it is
iitting that every good Citizen fhould believe them
for the Honour of the Kinzdom. All this re-
duced to it’s true ‘Senfe, imports, that we muft
believe T hings of this Kind out of Complaifance,
c’’il erederle, & Cortefia.  In another Paragraph
of the fame Work (Lib. II. Ca. 17.) Pafguier
tekes Notice, that there were fome Kings of
France, who bore three Toads for their Arms,.
but that Clovis, to make his Kingdom more mi-
raculous, ordered the Lilies to be brought him
by a Hermit. as it were by Diretion from Hea-
ven, which have continued to our T'ime. T his
laft Paflige has no need of a Coramentary.  The
Author declares there very cleatly, and withoue
any Evafion, to whom we ought to attribistc the
Forgery of our Lillies.

D6 Kingdo,
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konpdoin, Bueif it thould not be o,
bt L am not willing to  enter the
Lifts, te call in Queftion the Truth
pf our Hiftories, or to examine them
lo ftriGily, as to take away thefe fine
Conceits, .in which our French Poc-
try -has fuch a Field to exert iticif,
{0 much better drefled than formeriy,
that it would feem quite new culi,
by our Ronjard, Baif, and Bellay, wha
daily make fo great Improvements in
our Language, that I dare hope, the
Greek and Roman Languages, 1n a li-
tle Time, will not excel ours but bv
their Antiquity. And certainly I {hould
do a great- Injury to our Rhime, (I
chufe that Word, and anx not difplea-
fed with it,) for, although a great ma-
ny have made it in a Manner me-
chanic: Neverthelefs, 1 {ce fome Ge-
‘nius’s fo much in love with 1it, as to
render it noble once more, and give
- back it’s firft Honour. But I fhould
do it, T fay, a great Injury to take
away from it now thofe fine Storics
of King Clovis, in which, methinks,
I already {ce, how pleafantly, how
» | gayly

wh.y
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gayly the Vein of our Ronfard, will
fport itfelf in his Franciade. 1 know:
his Force,, I know his poignant
Wit, I know the Beauties of the
Man. He will make as good a Ufe
of our Standard with Tlames of
Gold, as the Romans did of their Ax-
ctlia, (q) thofe Shields. dropped from
Heaven, as Firgi/calls them. He will
manage our holy Oif, as well as the

Ithenians did their Balket (7) of Eri-
Sfilthone.

=i

(q) - = = - ~ &F lapfa ancilia Calo,
Vircir, Aneid, L. VIIL Ver. 664,
() Calliipachus, in his Flymua ta Ceres, men-
tions the Basket defcending, as it may be {uppo-
lcd, from Heaven, and being carrvied in the Fven-
ing to Geres’s Temple, at the Celebration of her
vealt,  Suidas, onthe Word Karngeesr, or Baf-
ket-beurers, fays, the Ceremony of the Baskets
was infhituted in L67/f25on’s 'Time, from which
Authority, Boetie, perhaps, may have called it .
Lrificthoir’s Basket,  But the 32d Verte of Calli-
niuichus’s I'Iymn may fcet to allude to 1t, for
there it is faid, aysieaV Feraiyor®s dolero
farz. T'he Latin Tranflation has ity there n
bad Counfel feized E rifi¢then ; but it thould have
been rendesed, there a worle Counfel feized E-
- rifiéthon,
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Sfecthone. He will difplay our Arms,
which are ftill in the Tower of Af;.
nerva. I thould certainly be much to
blame to give the Lie to our Books,
and to 1invade, as it were, the Province
of our Poets. But to return from where
I know not ‘how, I have turned the
Thread of my Difcourfe. Has it ever
been otherwiie, but that Tyrants, to
fecure themfelves, have always tried o
enure the People, not only to Obe-
dience and Servitude, but even to u
Kind of Devotion towards them.
Therefore, what I have faid hitherto,
which fhews, that the Pecople ferve
voluntarily, is of no Ufe to Tyrants.

m fl.ﬂ-—'—'_‘

»ificthon 3 alluding, it would feem, to the Baskat
which he had betore inftituted i Honour of (/-
res 3 whereas now he was about to infult lier,
and cut down a Tree facred to the Goddefs, for
which he was punifhed with an infauable [Hun
ger, as related by Quid, at the the Lind of the
8th Book of bis Aietamorpnofis, and by Galliri ¢
chus, from whom Quwii/ has barrowed this fralic.
The learned Editor, not having put any Note
upon this Plice, the Tranilacor has endeavoured
to illuftrate it, being fomewiat obfcure, '

| L

I
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but with Refpet to the low and mean
Populace. | |

BuT now I come, in my Cpinion,
to the Point, which is the true and
fecret Spring of Sovereignty, the ve-
ry Bulwark and Foundation of Ty-
ranny. Whoever thinks that the Hal-
herts of the Guards, and the Arms of
the Centinels, are the Security of Ty-
rants, in my Judgment, 1s much de-
ceived : They make ufe of them, 1
believe, more for Shew and Oftenta-
tion, than for any Confidence they
place in them. The Guards hinder
from entring into the Palace, thofe who
arc 1nexpert, who have not concerted
well their Meafures, not thofe who are
arined and able to execute any Enter-
prize. It would appear upon Enquiry,
that there have not been fo many Ro-
man Emperors who have been pre-
{crved by their Guards, as have pe-
nthed by them. Troops of Horfe,
Companies of Foot, arc not the Arms
by which Tyrants are defended. At
firft, one can fcarcely belicve it, ne-

verthelefs
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'.' - verthelcfs it is true. ‘There are always
- four or five who fupport the Tyrant,
four or five who keep the all Counrrw,
‘in- Bondage. 1t has always fo 1]..1}
pened, that five or fix have had tl
Tyrant’s Ear, have made their Way to
him of thcmfelves, Or been callcd by
him, to be the Accomplices of his Cruc .
ties, the Companions of his Pleamu--.
Panders to his Luft, and Sharers
his Plunders. Thele ﬁx Imanage thf...,Li
Chiet {o well, that by the Bond of
Society he muft be wicked, not only
to "gratify his own Propenﬁty bt
likewife. theirs. Thefe fix have i
Hundred, which {potl inder them; a1
thefe fix Imudrcd are to them, wi..t
the fix are to the T yrant, Thele [
Hundred have under them fix Thou-
fand, whom they have raifed to Pﬁ{“
to whom they have given either ‘: 5

Government of Pravinges, or the T

nagement of the public Monies, th i
they may be Inftruments of their Av.-
rice and Cruelty, and execute tuci
Orders at a proper Time. Thefc finb-

| ‘ordmatc Ofticers do {o much Mifchid
to
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to their Fellow Citizens, that they
cannot live but under the Shadow of
their Superiors, nor efcape the Punifh-
ment due to their Crimes by the Laws,
but through their Connivance and |
Prote¢tion. The Confequence of this
is fatal indeed. Whofoever will amufe.
himfelf in tracing this Chain, will
fee, that not only the {ix Thoufand,.
but the one hundred Thoufand, the
Millions, are faftened to the Tyrant
by it, of which he makes the fame
Ule as fupzter does in Homer, who
boafts, that if he but touch the End
of it, he can draw all the Gods to-
wards him. From hence arofe the
Augmentation of the Senate under 7u-
lius Ceefar, the Lftablifhment of new
Dignitres, and Eleclion for Offices,
not certainly (to take it right) for the
Reformation of Juftice, but for new
supports of Tyranny. In fhort, it
comes to this, that what by Favours,
Emoluments,and tharing of the Plunder
with ‘T'yrants, there arc almoft as ma-
hy to whom T'yranny is profitable, as
there are to whom Liberty would be

‘" agrecable.
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agreeable. Juft as Phyficians fay, that
if. there be a Gangreen in our Bodies,
and a Fermentation arifes any where
elfe, it immediately tlows towards the
corrupted Part; even fo from the in-
ftant a King commences Tyrang, all
the wicked, all the Dregs of the King-
dom, I do not fay a Gang of Thicves
and Robbers (who can neither do harm
nor good to the Commonwealth) but
thofe who are remarkable for unmeafu-
rable Ambition, and infatiable Avarice,
crowd about - him to have their Share
of the Booty, and be under the great
Tyrant, Tyrants themf{elves. This s
the Way of the great Robbers and of
the famous Pyrates. Some take a Vicw
of the Country, others purfue and rob
the Travellers, fome lie in Ambuil;,
others are Scouts, fome murder, othur
pillage ; and altho’ there- are amongil
them different Ranks, and fome are
only Servants, others Leaders and
Chiefs of the Troop, there is not one
of them, who does not participate of
the principal Booty, at leaft in the

'Trouble of finding it out, It is failal,
7 the
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the Cilician Pirates not only affembled
themielves in {fo great Numbers, that
there was a INecefiity of fending Pom-
pey the Great againft them, but that
they likewife drew into their Alliance
many fine Towns and Cities, in whofe
Harbours they {ecurely fheltered them-
felves, returning from their Cruizes;
and; in Recompence, gave them a
Share of the Profit. -

THuUs the Tyrant enflaves his Sub-
jels by the means of one another, and
1s guarded by thofe, of whom, if they-
had any Spirit, he ought to be afraid;
but, as we fay, to cleave Wood, Wedges
are made of the Wood itfelf. Thefe
are¢ his true Guards and Halberdeers.
Not but that they themfelves fome-
times fuffer by him, but then thefe.
Wretches, abandoned of God and Man,
are content to bear the Evil, fo they
may but return it, not upon him who
docs them the Injury, but upon thofe
who fuffer as well as they, and can-
not retaliate,. And yet, when I fee

thefc Men thus flattering the Tyrant,
Lo
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to make their own Ufe of his Tyrann,
and the Bondage of the People,- I oit. o
wonder at their Wickednefs, and {ome-
times pity their Swupidity. For, in
truth, what is it to be near the Pcr-
fon of a Tyrant, but to be the farther
from Liberty ; and, as I may fay,
gralfp with both Hands, and embracs
Servitude, Let them only for a whule
lay afide their Ambition, and mode-
rate a little their Avarice: And then
let them view and know themficlves:
They cannot but fee, that the Iur-
mers, the Hufbandmen, whom they
trample under Foot as much as pofii-
ble, and ufe wor(e than Galley-Slaves;
they muft fee, I fay, that thefe Mo,
{o ill treated, are neverthelefs, in Com-
parifon of them happy, and in fome
Manner free. 'The Labourer and Ar-
tizan, notwithftanding they are Scr-
vants to their Mafters, are quit by do-
ing what they are bid. But the Tv-
rant fees thofe that are about him, bcg-
ging and fulng for his Favour; und
they muft not only do what he com-

mands, but they muft think as Lo
\WL}HM
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would have them, and muft often, to
fatisfy him, even prevent his T"houghts.
It is not fufficient to obey him, they
muft alfo pleafe him, they muit har-
rafs, torment, nay kill themfelves 1n
his Service; and, (for they muft be
pleafed with his Pleafures) they muit
leave their own Tafte for lis, force
their Tuchination, and throw oft their
aawaral Difpofitions. They nmit care-
fuily obferve his Words, his Voice, his
byes, and even his Nod.,  They muft
have neither Eves, Feet, nor Hands, but
what muft be ArLr upon the Watch,
to {py out his Will, and difcover his
Thoughts. Is this to live happily?
Does 1t indeed deferve the Name of
Life? Is there any thing in the World
fo tnfupportable? I do not fay to a
Man well-born, but to one that has
common Senfe, or, without more, the
t'ace of a Man. What Condition can
be more miferable, than to live in this
Manner, to have nothing that can be
called their own; holding from ano-

ther Eafe, Liberty, Body, and Life?

BurT
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BuT they ferve to get Eftates, as
if they could get any thing which pro-
perly may be faid to belong to them,
when they cannot fay of .themfelves,
that they are their own Malfters. And
as if any one could have any thing
his own under a Tyrant ; they flatter
themfelves that their Eftates are their
own, and do not refle@, that they
give him the Power to take all froi
all, and leave nothing, which can be
faid to belong to any body. They
fee that nothing renders Men Objects of
his Cruelty but Riches, and there is
no Crime worthy Death with him,
but the having an Eftate: That he
loves nothing but Riches, that he
deftroys only the rich, who come
to prefent themfelves as 1t were be-
fore the Executioner, to offer them-
felves fat and well fed, as a fit Sa-
crifice. ‘Thefe Favourites ought not
fo.much to think of thofe who have
galned great Eftates under Tyrants,
as of thofe, who having for {omc lit-
tle time heap’d up Wealth, have {horlt'--

y
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ly after loft both their Eftates and
Lives. Theyought not to call to mind
how many others have gain’d Riches,
but how little time they have kept them.
Search all the ancient Hiftories, refleét
on thofe within our own Times, and
you will plainly fee, how great the
Number of thofe are who having gan-
ed the Ear of their Princes by bad
means, and having either found Em-
ployment for their Wickednefs, or a-
bufed their Credulity, have at length
been reduc’d to nothing by thofe very
Princes, who have been no lefs incon-
ftant than profufe in their Favours,
and as forward to deftroy, as they
were to raife their Favourites. Cer-
tainly amongft o great a Number who
have been always about bad Kings,
there are few, if any, who have not
fclt, fome time or other, in their own
Perfons, that very Cruelty which they
had  bcfore excited againft others:
And having for the moft part enrich’d
themfelves nunder the thadow of his
I'wour, with the Spoils of others,
they themfelves, at laft, have enriclvd

others
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others with their own Spoils.. Even
good. Men, if fometimes it happen
that- fuch are beloved by the Tyrant,
the more they are in his Favour, {
much the more theit Virtue and In-
tegrity thine 'in them (s), and firike
with Awe and Reverence the moft
wicked, when they behold them fo
near: But the Virtuous themfelves
canpnot remain long, before they par-
take of the common Maisfortune, and
feel to their coft the Effeés of Ty-
ranny. A Seneca, a Burrbus, a Thia-
¢ia, that Triumvirate of good Men,
two of whom their ill Deftiny drew
-near to the Tyrant, and placed in
their Hands the Management of his
Affairs, both of them efteem’d aud
cher 1ﬂ1 d by him, befides one of them
lmd educated hun ~and had, as a

A .l = 2 At

($) == =-~--~ .- abafly’ r! the Dczvd /x'gm
And felt bow awfil Goodnefs, is,, and Jau:
Virtue in ber Shape bow I&vc{y s faw, and pin'd

His L:g/.r-. 011, le V.
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Pledge of his Friendfhip, the Care of
his Childhood : But thefe three by
their cruel Deaths, are fufhicient Wit~
neffes, what little Security there 15 in
the Favour of bad Mafters. In Truth,
what Friendfhip can we hope for from
him, whoife Heart is fo hardened, as
to hate his People, who does nothing
but to eftablifh” his Dominion (#), and

1S -

(t) For a King who would confult his own In-
tereft, cannot help feeing, that by impoverifhing
his Subjeéts, he as certainly impoverifhes himfelf,
as a éardener who after having gathered the
Fruit off his Trees, would cut down the T rees
themfclves to fell them. This Alexander the
Great knew fo well, that he made it 2 Maxim
of impofing on the People which he conquered
in Afia, only the fame T'ribute which they ufed
to pay to Darius, upon which fome one having
obferved to him, that he might draw a much
larger Revenue from fo great an Empire, he an-
fwered, That he did not approve of that (Gar-
dener who cuts up the Cabbages by the Roots,
whercas he ought only to have gather’d the
Sprouts, T his Anfwer is«founded upon common
Senfe,” and yet there are many Princes to be
tound in Hiftory, who have rather chofe to fol-*
low the Example of the Gardencr, who ftupidly

o E contrives
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'is fo much his own Enemy, that he

impoverifhes himfelf, and deftroys his
Empire 7

- BuT if it fhall be faid, that they
fell into thefe Misfortunes 6nly becaule

they were good Men, let the Objec-

tors turn their Eyes to Nero, and they

“will {fee, that thofe who came into i
‘Favour, and maintained themfelves in

it by their Wickednefs, were not of a
much longer Continuance. "Wlio has

~y
!
-

cever heard of a Love fo violent, ¢f
Paflion {o abandoned, as his for Psp-

pea? And yet {he was afterwards k:l-

led by himfelf.  Agrippina, his Mo-
ther, had murthered her Fufband C/uu-
dius, to make his way to the Empurc.
To oblige hirn, the never fcrupled to
do, or {uffer any thing. But this fame
Son, her Darling, made Emperor by

et —

~contrives to dry up himfelf the Source of lLis K-

venue, than inmitate the wife Moderation of ,,=/1/¢'.r-
ander, by which he would fecure to himfell @
aexhauitible Fund of Riches

].cr
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her own Hand, (#)-after having, often
barbaroufly treated her, took away her
Life, and every Body then faid fhe well
deferved Death from any Hand but his..
Who was ever more eafily managed,
more pliant, or, to fay allin a Word,
a greater Fool than the Emperor Clau—
dizs? Who was ever more hen-pecked
by a Wife, then he was by Mefjalina.
And vyet, at length, he gave her up
to the Executioner. Tyrants always:
retain  entire their Stupidity, in not
knowing how to do good. But how-
ever it happens, certain it 1s, that the
httle Wit they have, is fooncr or later
awakened in them, for the Purpofes of
Cruelty, even towards thofe whom.
they had cherifhed. the meofk; (x) The
Saying of Caligula, on fecing the Neck
of his beft beloved Wife uncovered, is.
very well known, This pretty Neck,.

(x) Vide Suetonius in the Life of Nero, §. 34..
(%) Vide Suctonius in his Lite, who fays, §. 3 3.
Duoties uxoris vel amicule collum exofcularetur,
addebat, Tam.bong ceraxy fimul ac jufjero, de-
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(faid he, carefling her) thal be ftrait
cut off, if I command it. And vyet
he. feemed fo fond of her, that onec
would have'thought, he could not have
lived without her. This is the Rea-
{fon why moft of the antient Tyrants
were commonly killed by their Fa-
vourites, who knowing the Naturc
of Tyranny, could not be fo fe-
cure of the Favour of the Ty-
rant, as they diftrufted his Powec:.

(v) So Domitian was killed by Ste-

phen, (=) Commodus by one of his Mii-
trefles herfelf, (a) Antoninus Caracallu

by Macrinus, and all the reft almoir
in the fame Manner. It 1s certain,
the Tyrant never loves, nor is beloved.

Friendfhip is a facred Word, a holy
Thing; .it never fubfifts but between

i

& I i

(y) Sustonius in the Life of Demitian, §. 1.
(z) Who was called AZarcia.

Hiropiran, Lib. 1
(a) Antoninus Coracallay, whom a Centwon

‘called Martial, killed by the Stub of a Puinard,
at the Inﬂig,;ttirm of Adacrinvisy as may be feen

iny Jeradiare, Lib. 1V, towards the o1,

i
D 1



Of Poluntary. Seruitude. 57
good Men, nor commences but by 2
mutual Efteem: It is kept up,. ‘not fb
much by a. Benefit ‘recelved or. con-
ferred, as by a virtuous Life. 'That
which makes one Friend aftured of
another, is- the Knowledge . he. ‘has.of
his Integrity. = Thé Sureties he. hds for
him, are his. gdod lepoﬁtlon his
Truth and (“onft&nc,y No Friend-
(hip can fubfift where there is Cruel-
ty, Treachery, and Injuftice. When
ﬂ‘!e wicked meet together, it is a Con-
{piracy, not a Society of Fiiends. They
cannot ‘mutually aid; but are affaid of
one another. They ai¢’ not F llend
but Confederates. in Guilt._

Bu T if this were ‘ot thc‘Ca(‘c’
{till it Would beé vel dlﬂdcu]t to ﬁnd
in a ‘Tyrant .a Lovc to’ be dt, rénded
upon:- For being above all,’ .md hay-
ing no Companion, he'ls alrcady. with=
out the Bounds offucndfhl which
are fixed 1 in Pqun;y never ha'?tlngr, ‘but
always- the fame. . For which Reafon
there "I, as  weé £1y gven: '11[11011'*&
L hlcves Tame Honcﬂy in dividing the .

- B3 Spoil ;.
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~ 'Spoil ;. becaufe they are Companions
and Equals, arid if they do not love one
- dnother, they aré dfraid’ of each other,
and' are not willirig by their Difunion
to- make their Force lefs. But thofe
who are Favou'fite's of the Tyrant, can
never be fécure, fince he has learnt
from. them, that he can do any thing,
and that there 1s fieither any Tie nor
Duty can bind him, looking upon his
Will. for Reafon, and that he has no
Companion, but is Mafter of all. Is
it not then gréat Pity, that feeing fo
many evident Examples, and the Dan-
ger {o near, no body will become wife
at the Expence of others? That of fu
many, ‘who willingly get about Ty-
rants, there is not one, who has the
Prudence or Courage to tell them, that
which the Fox, as the Fable fays, told
the Lyon, when he counterfeited him-
felf fick: I would go to wvifit. you in
hyam:'.béﬂ with all my Heart, butl thar
I fie many Traces of Beafts going 1n 1o
you, but none returrisng. T hefe Wretches
behold the fhining Treafures of the
‘Fyrant, and ‘r'égardg with A‘ﬁbniﬂnnclnt

| - .. the
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the Rays of his Splendor, and enticed!
by this Brightnefs, they come near
and do not perceive that they rufh in-
to the Flame which cannot fail to con-.
fume them. So the unwary Satyr in
the Fable, feeing the Fire found
by the wife Prometheus {hine bright,
(6)- thought it {o pretty, that he went
to kifs it and burnt himfelf. So the
Butterfly, hoping to enjoy fome Plea-.
fure, flies into the Fire, becaufe it
thines; but feels to i1t’s Coft it’s other
Virtue, that of burning, as.the Poet,
Lucan fays. But let us put the Cafe,
that thefe Favourites elcape out of the
Hands of him they ferve, they never
fave themfelves from the King that
fucceeds. If he be good, they muft

(4) This is taken from a Treatife of Plu-
tarch, intituled, fdow we may receive Advantage

cven fromn our Enemies, Chap. 1I. His Words
are thefe., ¢ T'he Satyr was defirous to embrace

‘“ the Fire'the firft Time he faw it But Prosa-
““ theus called out to him, Thou old Goat, thosw
¢ awslt weep the Ldf of thy Beard, for it burns
“ when it ts touched, ' '

- give
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gwe an Account of their A¢tions, and
‘at leaft for that time fubmit to Rea-
fon.  If he be bad, and like their
*I\/Iaﬂer he will have his own Favoi.
rites, wio generally are not content
1n theu Turn with fucceeding to -
‘thers, in their Employments, I
Obtam not likewife, for the moﬂ: Pm
‘their Eftates and Lwes Can 1t il:a...l
‘be, that any one can. be found, ulm
in fo great Feril, with fo lntle Secu-
rity, will take this unfortunate IPlace
to ferve with fo great Trouble, {uch
‘dangerous Maf’ccr Good God' - hat
Suﬂ%rmg, what Martyldom IS tlifs?
“To be Night and Day only intent to
pleafe one, and yet be more afraid of
“him than of any Man alive. To have
‘the Eye always in watch, the Il
liftening, - to dilcover the Snares and
from what Hand the Blow may come,
‘to obferve carefuily the Countenances of
‘ones Companions, to guefs who may
‘be the 'Traitor ; to fmlle Upon vy
‘body, -and: yet be afraid of all; to have
‘not one, either an open Encrny, or an
aﬂul ed F riend’; to havea Countcmmc
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always chearful, and the Heart half-
dead with fear; to be incapable of Joy,
and yet not dare to thew Grief? -

BvuT 1it.1s a Pleafure to confider,
what 1t is they 2ain by this vaft Tor-
ment, and what good they can expect
for all this Anxiety, and this mifera~
ble Lite. 'The People generally, far
all the Evils they fuffer, accufe not
the Tyrant; but thofe who govern
him. Their own Countrymen, even
the Peafants and Labourers, foreign
Nations; nay all the World know the
Names of thefe Men, and in Emula-
tion, one of another, proclaim their
Vices : They heap on them a thoufand
Outrages, a thoufand Afironts, a thou-
fand Curfes. All their Prayers, all
their Vows are made againit thefe
Men. They reproach them with all
their Misfortuncs, all their Plagues,
and all their Wants. And, if fome-
times in Appearance they do them Ho-
nour, even then they Curfe them in
their Hearts, and have them in greater
Horror than wild Beafts, Behold the
| | Glory,
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Glory, behold the Honour they re.
ceive for their Services to the People,
‘'who, were every one of them to have
a Piece of their mangled Body, would
not I believe be fatisfied, nor half ¢on-
tent with their Punifhment. But ftill,
after they are dead, thofe who come
after them are never fo indolent, but
that the Names of thefe (¢) Mex-
| | DEVOURERS

%

- (¢) This is the Name given to a King in

omer, DnpoCoe®s Baciacvg, lliad. A. ver, z71,
and with which Boetie very juftly dignfies thofe
firft Minifters, thofe Intendants, or Super-Inten-
dants, ‘of the Finances, who by the exceflive and
unjuft Impofitions with which they opprefs the
People, by fpoiling and depopulating the Coun~
~ tries which are abandoned to their Carc, foon

turn a powerful Kingdom, where Arts, Agri-
‘eulture and Commerce, lately flourithed into a
frightful Defart, where Barbarifm and Poverty
reign, throw the Prince.into Want, make him
‘odious to the few Subjelts which remain, and
~ defpicable to his Neighbours. Thefe are the
DevourRERs oF THE ProrLe, who take
.much lefs Care of Men, than. a Gardener docs
of the Trees in his Garden. Thercfore they
think of nothing but to make their own Droft

of the Deftruction they Caufe, without troubling
* : . themfclves
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DevouRERS are blackened by the Ink
of a thoufand Pens, their Reputations
torn in a thoufand Books, and even
their Bones, as we may fay, dragged
by Pofterity, punifhing them, even af-
ter their Deaths for their wicked Lives.
et us then, at length, learn to do-
cood. " Let us lift up our Eyes, for
our own Honour, or for the Love of
Virtue, to God Omnipotent, the infal-
lible Witnefs of our Actions, and the -
juft Judge of our Crimes.. For my
own Part, Tam perfuaded, and I think
[ have juft Grounds for it, that fince
nothing 1s fo hateful to God, who is
all Bounty and Goodnefs, as Tyranny,
he muft affuredly referve fome peculiar
Punithmient in Hell for Tyrants and

cheir Accomplices.

"'-1--..

themfelves with what may happen to the Gar-
den, or to the Mafter of the Garden.
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