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R ’Sumgni_‘ Poetz -

3 N : . 'Y N y e
- JoranNis MiLToNnt
Vi legis Amiffam Paradifum, grandia magn
 Carmiia Miltoni, quid nifi cuncialegis 3
Res cunilas, & cuntiarum primordiaternm, -
- Etfata, ¢ firies continer ifte libers -
Tntima panduntiur magni penegy alia mundi, -~ -
. Seribitur & toto quicquid in Ovbe later. =

Terfgqhe,":m&uqu maris, calumqne profundum.

- Salphureumque Erebi, flammivommmque [pecus.
ueque coluns térvis, Portumque & Tartara ceca,
LQueque copunt [ummi lucida regna Poli.

 Et quodcunque ullis gonclufiom est fnibus nlquam,
E: fine fine Chaas, ¢ fine fine Deus :

Et fine. fine magss , fi quid magis et fine fine,

1 Chrifto erga bomipes congiliarus amor.

Has qui fperarer quis crederetéffe futlirum #

Et tamen bac hodie tevra Britannd legis.
- Ogquantosin bella Duces! que protisdic arma !
kg canit, €5 quanta prelia dira’tiba. -

Caleftes acies | atque in certamine Calim® — *

- Et que Celeftes puina decerer agros !
uantus in atheriss tollit fe Lucifer armis !

'+ Atqus ipfo graditur vix Michacle minor !

antis, & quam funeftis concurritur iris
Dum ferus bic fellas protegir, ille vapit!
Dum vulfos Montes cen Tela reciproca torquent,
~Et non moreali defuper igne pluunt : _ ,
B ‘ Az . Star



Sedr dubius cwi [e parti concedus Olymps,
Et metuit pugna non [wpereffe [ne.
At fimnl in cels Meffia nfigra fulgent,
Et currus animes, armaque digna Deo,
Horrendumaqne rote fixident, & [wvarotarum
Erumpunt torvis fulgnrg luminibus,
Et flammé vikrant, ¢ veratinitrharasce. *
" Admiftis flammis infonnere Polo :
Eiccidit attonitis mens amnié, 5 impesys omppsa
Et gaffis dextris irvita Telacadune.

Ad panas fugiunt, & cen fores Orcus afylum.

© Infernis gertant gondere fe temebris,

Cedite Romani Script,;ore.f,gedite'Graii' P
Et quos fama recens vel celebravit anws. ~

[ ec quicunque leget tantum gecinefle putabiz
Mzonidem rangs, Virgilium eylices,

".,. o ' SoBo Mqu
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R’ 3 Hen 1 beheld the Poet blind, yet bold,
In {lender Book his vaft Defign unfold,
MeffiahCrown'd,Gods Reconcil'd Decree,

~ - Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree,
" Heav'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All ; the Argument
Held me a while mifdoubting hisIntent,
That he would ruine (for I faw him ftrong )
The facred Truths to Fable and old Song
( So Sampfon groap'd the Temples Pofts in fpight } -
The World o’rewhelming to revenge his fight.
Yet as I read, foon growing lefs fevere, '
1 lik'd his Proje®, the fuccefs did fear;
Through that wide Field how he his way fhould find
O're which lame Faith leads Underftanding blind ;
Left he perplex'd the things he would explain, ,
And what was eafie he fhould render vain,
Or if a Work fo infinite he fpann’d,
Jealous I was that fome lefsskilful hand
{Such as difquiet always what iswell,
Andby ill imitating would excell ) ,
-Might hence prefume the whole Creations day
To change in Scenes,and fhow it in a Play. o
Pardon me, Mighty Poet, nor ,defPife
My caufelefs, yet'not impious, furmife.
- But I am now convinc'd, and nope will dare
Within thy Labours to pretend a fhare,
Thou haft not mifs'd one thought thar coyld be fit,
And all thar was improper doft omic: .
. . ' v (¢ ]
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So that no room is here for Weiters left,
But to dete& their Ignarance or Theft.
That Majefty which thr oqgh thy Work dath chgn
Draws the Devout, deterting the Profane,
And things divine thoy treatft of in fuch’ ﬁ’atc N
As them preferves, and thee, inviolate.

At oncg delightand o us feife,> - ~
Thou {ingft with fo g u;y and epfey; *
And above humane ﬂ,@? dooﬂ: alofr.

With Plume fo ftrang, o¢ al, and fo foft,

The Bird nam'd from thag Paradife you ﬁrpg
So never flaggs, bus always keeps on Wing, .
Where cquldft thou words qtfuch a compafa ﬁnd 2
Whence furnifh fuch a valk, cxmuce of mind 2, .
Jutt m’eqm,;ch like Tyr requite ...
-Rewards wish Prophelie iofs of light. . ...

- Well migheft thou fcam thy Readers to allyse
With tinkling Rbime, of thy o fenfe fesurg:;.
While the Fows-Bayes wiites:all the whilg apd fe#"‘
And like 3 Pack-horfe tires without his Bells 1. :
Their Fancits like our Bythypoints appesr, -

-The Poers mg chem, we. for fafkina WAL,

I too tranfported by. the Modg pfend, - e
And while I meant tp Prgifs:theg maft Commqnd. ,
© Thy Verfe created fike shy Theme fablime, = . ¢
In Numbnr \'Vt.!sht, ang- Mea&uyt‘, needs r.ot Rl};me.

_, J. M.

THE




2oty H E Meyfure is Englith- Hevore
Verfe without Rinre, as thatof
~ Homer iz Greek, and of
Virgil iz Latin 5 Rime being
4 = n0 neceffary Adjuni or true
Ornament of-Poem or good Verfe, in longer
Works cfpecially, but the Invention of a bar-
barons Age, to fer off wretched matter and
lame Meeter 5 grac't indeed f[ince by the
ufe of fome famons modern Poets, carri-
. ed away by Cuftom, but much to thir own
- wexation, bindrance , and confiraint to ex-
Driefs many shings otherwife, and for the moi#
part worfe then elfe they wonld bave expreSi
them. Not without caufe therefore fomc both
Ytalian.azd Spanifth Poets of prime note have -
rejected Rime both in longer and fhorter Works,
a5 have alfo long fince our beft Englith Trage-
- diesy &5 athing of it [elf, to all judicious ears,
triveal and of no true mufical delights which
co;rpﬁ/is\'ouel}' in apt Numbers , fit quantity of
Syllables , and the fenfe varioufly dvaws out
Jrone one Verfe into another, notin the jingling
Jound of like endings , a fault avoyded by
. : , the
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' the learined Ancients both in Poetry and all -
good. Oratory. . This negled then of Rime fo

lintle #5 tp be taken for a defet,though it may
Jeem fo perbaps to vulgar Readers, that itra-
ther is to be efteens’'d an example fet, the firft
in Englilh, of ancient liberty recover'd toHe-

voi¢ Poem from the troublefum and ‘modern
_bondage of Rinteing. |
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 THE ARGUMENT.
" This firft Book propofes, firft inbrief, the whole
Subje®, AMans difobediesice, andthe lofs therenpon
of I?Jamdzfe wherein be wdas plac’t : Then touches
the prime canfe of hit fall, the Serpent, or rather
Satan ¢ the Serpent 5 who revolting from God, and
drawing to his fide many Legions of Angels, was by
the command of God diiven our of Heaven with
all his Crew into the grear Deep.  Which aQion
paft over, the Poem hafts into the midft of things,
prefenting Satan with bis Angels now fallen into
Hell, defcribd here, 7ot in the Center ( for Hea-
- ven and Earth may be fuppos’d as yet ot made,
“cersainly not yet acctrlt ) but in a place of wtrer
darknefs, fitliest calld Chaos : Here Satan with bis
Angels lying on theburaing La‘e, thunder-firuck,
and aftonifht , after a certain. fpace yecovers; as
from confufion , calls up bim who next in Order
and Dignity lay by bim s they. confer of thir mi-
Jerable fall.” Satan awakens all his~ Legitns ; vrlha
: B Ly



2 Paradife Zofk. Book L

lay till then in the fame manner confounded; They
rife, thir Numbers, -array of Battel, thir chief
Leaders nam'd , according to the Idols known afe -
terwards in Canaan and the Counsries adjoyning.
Tothefe Satan direts his Speech, comforts them with
. hope yet-of regaining Heaven, but tells them laftly
-of a new World and new kind of Creature to be
- created, according to an ancient. Propbefie or repore
“in Heaveny for that Angels were long before

~ this vilible Creation, was the opinion of many

ancient Fathers. . To find ont the truth of this
Projhefic, and what to determin thereon be refers
to & full Conncel.” What his Affociates thence at-
tempr. Pandemonium the Palave of Satan rifes,

- fuddenly built ont of the Deep: The infernal Peers

thire fit in Courcel.

2 F Mans Firft Difobedience, and
the Fruit ' '

Of that Forbidden Tree, whofe
‘ mortal taft '

] Brought Death into the World,
, /2\@‘ ~and all our woe, , .
M With lofs of Eden, till one
- greater Man :

3
5
2
H
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*

',Reﬁdre 'u#, and regain the blifsful Seat,

$ing Heav'nly Mufe, that on the fecrettop - -
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didft infpire

* Thar Shepherd, who firft raught the chofen Seed,

In the Begioning how the Heav’ns and Earth
Rofe out of Chaos : Orif Sion Hill ‘
Delight thee more, and Siloa’s Brook that flow’d

- Talt by the Oracle of God; I thence
Iuvoke thy aid tomy adventrous Song,

 That



 Book I.  Paradife Zoff, 3

That with no middle Hight ingends so foar

- Aboveth’ domsan Mouag, while it purfues

Things unattempted yet in Profe or Rhime.

And chiefly Thou O Spirit, that doft prefer

Before all Temples th’ wprighe heart and pure,

Inftruc me, for Thou know'ft ; Thou from the firft

Walft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread -

Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft Abyfs

. And mad’tt it pregnant : What in me is dark

Illumin, what is low raife and fupport 5

That to the highth of this great Argument

I may afferc Eternal Providence,

And juflifie the wayes of God tomen: -
Say firft, for Heav’n hides nothing from thy, view

Nor the deep Traék of Hell, fay firlt what caufe.

Mov’d our Grand Parents in that happy State,

Favour'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off - - .

From thir Creator, and tranfgeefs his Wilk. - -

For one reftraint, Lordsef the Wounld hefides?

Who firft feduc’d themto that foul revole 2

Th' infernal Serpent; he it was, whofe guile

* Stird up with Envy and Revenge, deceivd

- The Mother of Mankind, what time his Pride

Had caft him out from Heav’n, with all his Hoft

. Of Rebel Angels, by whefe aid afpiring -

To fet himfelf in Glory above his Peers, C Y

He trufted to have equal’d the moft High,

If he oppes’d; and with ambitious aim

Againft the Throne and Monarchy of God

Ra‘s’d impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud

With vain atternpt. Him the Almighty Powef

Hurld headlong flaming from th’ Ethereal Skie -

With hideous ruine and combuftion down

To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell - i

‘ B2z o n,

!_‘“_
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In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire,
Who durft defie th’ Omnipotent to Arms,

" Nine times the Space that meafures Day and Night
- Tomortal men, he with his horrid crew -

Lay vanquifht, rowling in the fiery Gulfe

- Confounded though immortal : But his doom

Referv'd him to more wrath; for now the thought '

* Both of loft happinefs and lafting pain

Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes
That witnefs'd huge afiliGtion and difmay

Mixt with obdurate pride and ftedfalt hate :

At onceasfar as Angels kenn he views

The difmal Sitnation wafte and wilde,

A Dungeon horrible, on all fides round

- As one great Furnace flam’d, yet from thofe flames

No light, but sather darknefs vifible .
Serv'd onely todifcover {ights of woe,
Regions of forrow, doleful fliades, where peace

- And reft can never dwell, hope never comes

That comes to all ; but torture without end
Suill urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed

With ever-burning Sulphur unconfum’d :
Such place Eternal Juftice had prepar’d
For thofe rebellious, here thir Prifon ordain’d
Inutter darknefs, and thir portion fe

" As far remov’d from God and light of Heav'n'

As from the Center thrice to th’ utmoft Pole.
O how unlike the place fromwhence they fell |

+ There the companions of hisfall, o’rewhelm’d

With Floods and Whirlwinds of tempeftuous fire,
He foon difcerns, and weltring by his fide
One next himfelf in power, and nextin crime,
Long afier known in Pal:ftine, and nam’d
Beclzebnh. Towhomtl’ Arch-Enemy,

: And
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- And thence in Heav’n call’d Satan, with bold words
Breaking the horrid filence thus began.

If thoubeeft he; But O how fall'n! how chang’d
From him, who inthe happy Realms of Light :
Cloth'd with tranfcendent brightnefs didft out-fhine
Myriads thoughbright: If he whom mutual league,
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope
And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize,

Joynd with me once, now mifery hath joynd
In equal ruin : intowhat Pit thou feeft ‘

" From what highth fall'n, fo much the ftronger prov’d
He with his Thunder : and till then who knew
Theforce of thofe dire Arms? yet not for thofe,
Nor what the Potent Victor in his rage .

Canelfe infli%, do I repent or change,
Though chang’d in outward luftre ; that fixe mind
And high difdain, from fence of injur’d merir,
That with che mightieft rais’d me to contend,
And to the fierce contention brought along
Innumerable force of Spirits arm’d -
That durft diflike his reign, and me preferring,
His utmoft power with adverfe power oppos’d
In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav’n,
And thook his throne. What though the field be loft ?
Allis not loft; the unconquerable Will,
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate,
And courage never to fubmit or yield ¢
And what is elfe not to be overcome 2 -
That Glery never fhall hiswrath or might
Extort from me. To bow and fuefor grace
With fuppliant knee, and deifie his power,
Who from the terrour of this Arm fo late
Dpubted his Empire, that were low indeed,
* Tnat we:e an ignominy and fhame beneath .
X B3 This
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This downfall ; fince by Fate the Rrength of Gods
And this Empyreal fubdtance cannot fail, T
Since through experience of this great event
In Arms not worfe, in forefight much advanc',
‘We may. with more fuccefsful hope refolve
To wageby force or guile. eternal Warr-
Trreconcileable, vo our grand Foe, v
‘Who now triumphs, and in th’ excefs of joy
Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Heav'n. -

So fpake th” Apoftate Angel, though in pain,
Vautiting aloud, but racke with deep defpare 3
‘And him thus anfwer'd foon his:bold Compeer. .
- OPrince, OChief of many Throned Powers,
That led th’ imbattelld Seraphim to Warr:
Under thy conduét, and indreadful deeds
Fearlefs, endanger'd Heav’'ns perpetual King;
And put to proof his high Supremacy, - _
Whether upheld by ftrength, or Chance, or Fate,
Too well I fec.and rue the dire event, .
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat .

‘Math loft us Heav’n, and all this mighty Hoft

In horrible deftrn®ion laid thus low,

As far as Gods and Heav'nly Effences

Canperith : for the mind and fpirit remains
Invincible, and vigour foon returns,

Though all our Glory extint, and happy ftate
Here fwallow’d up in endlefs mifery.

But what if heour Conquerour, (whom Inow
Of force believe Almighty, finceno lefs

Then fuch could hav orepow’rd fuch force as ours )

* Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength intire

Strorgly to fuffer and fupport our pains, -
That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire, -
Or do bim mightier fervice ashis thralls



Book 1.  Paradife Loft.
By right of Warr, what €’re hisbufinefs be
¥ere in the heart of Hell to work in Fire,
©Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep ;
“What can it then avail though yet we feel
Strength undiminifht, or eternal being

To undergo cternal punifhment?

“‘Whereto with fpeedy words th’ Arch-fiend reply'd.

Fall'n Cherube, to be weak is miferable

Doing or Suffering : but of this be fure,

T o do ought good never will be our task,

But ever to do ill our fole delighe,
Asbeing the contrary to his high will
‘Whom we refift. If then his Providence

Out of our evil feek to bring forth good,

Our labour muft be to pervert that end,

And out of good ftill to find means of evil ;
‘Which oft times may fucceed, fo as perhaps

Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb
His inmoft counfels from thir deftind aim.

But fee the angry ViGor hath recall’'d

His Minifters of vengeance and purfuit 4
Back to the Gates of Heav'n : the Sulphurous Hail

Shot after us in ftorm, oreblown hath laid

The fiery Surge, thar from the Precipice

Of Heav'nreceiv'd us falling, and the Thunder,
Wing'd with red Lightning and impetuous rage,
Perhaps hath fpent his fhafts, and ceafes now ~ ~
To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs Deep..
Let us not flip th' occafion, whether fcorn,

Or fatiate fury yield it from our Foe.

Seeft thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde,
The feat of defolation, voyd of light,

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames
“Cafls pale and dreadful? Thither let us tend

B 4 : From
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From off the toffing of thefe fiery waves,

There reft, if any reft can harbour there,

And reaffembling our affliGed Powers, .

Confult how we may henceforth moft offend,

Our Enemy, our own lofs how repair,

How overcome this dire Calathity, ~. . |

‘What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, -

If not what refolution from defpare.” =

Thus Satan talking to his neereft Mate

With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes

That fparkling blaz’d, his other Parts befides

~ Prone on the Flood, extended long and large
Lay floating many arood, inbulk as huge
As whom the Fables name of monftrous fize,
Titanian, ot Eartb-born, that warr'd on Jove,
Briareos or Typhon, whom the Den
By ancient Tarfus held, or that Sea-beaft
Leviathan, which God of all his works
Created bugeit that fwim th’ Ocean ftream
Him haply {lumbring on the Norway foam
The Pilot of fome fmall night-founder'd Skiff,
Deeming fome Ifland, oft, as Sea-men tell,

With fixed Anchor in bis skaly rind -~
Moors by his fide under the Lee, while Night
Invefts the Sea, and wiflied Morn delayes :

* $o ftretche out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay
Chain’d on the burning Lake, nor ever thence
Had ris'n or heav'd bis head, but that the will
And high permiffion of all-ruling Heaven
Left him at large to his own dark defigns,

That with reiterated crimes he might

Heap on himfelf ‘damnation, while he fought

Evil to others, and enrag’d might fee

How all his malice ferv'd but to bring forth ,
PRV " [P D Inﬁﬂilc
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Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fhewn

OnMan by him feduc’t, but on himfelf

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd.
Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool

His mighty Stature; an each hand the flames
Drivn backward flope thir pointing fpires,and rowld
n billows, leave i’t‘l):’ midft aborrid Vale. .
[hen with expanded wings he ftears his flighe

A loft, incumgcnt on the dusky Air

[hat felt unufual weight, till ondry Land 1
Je lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd

Nith folid, as the Lake with liquid fire ;'

A nd fuch appear’'d in hue, as when the force -
Of fubterranean wind tranfports a Hill -

Corn fiom Pelorus, or the fhatter'd fide

Of thundring . £t7s, whofe combuftible

A nd fewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire, 3
ublim’d with Mineral fary, aid the Winds,

And leave a finged bottom all involv'd

Aith ftench and fmoak: Such refting found the fole
Of unbleit feet. * Him followed his next Mate,
3oth glorying to have fcap't the Stygian flood
\s Gods, and by thir own‘recovet'g ftrength,
Not by the fufferance of fupernal Power.
Is this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime,
aid then the loft Arch-Angel, thisthe feat ,
[hat we muft change for Heav'n, this mournful gloom
“or that celeftial light 2 Be it fo, fince he
Aho now is Sovran candifpofe and bid
Ahat thall be right: fardeft from him is beft
Ahom reafon hath equald, force hath made fupream
\bove his equals. Farewel happy Fields
Nhere Joy for ever dwells: Hail horrours, hail
ofernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell -
o ' T "7 Receive
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Receive thy new Poffeffor : One who brings
A mind nottobe chang'd by Place or Time,
“The mind is itsown place, and init felf
‘Canmake aHeav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heavn,
‘What matter where, if Tbe il the fame,
And what I fhould be, ali but lefs then he
‘Whom Thunder hathmade greater ? Here at leaft
We fhall be free ; o Almighty hathnot buile
Hete for his envy, will not drive us hence :
- Here we may r;ifn fecure, and inmy choyce
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell :
Better to reign in Hell, then ferve in Heav'n.
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
Th’ affociates and copartners of our lofs
Lye thus aftonifht on th’ oblivious Pool,
And call chera not to fhare with us their part
In this unhappy Manfion, or once more
‘With rallied Arms to try what may be yer .
Regaind in Heav'n, or what more loft in Hell >
So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub ‘
Thus anfwer'd. Leader of thofe Armies bright,
‘Which but th’ Omnipotent none could bave foyld, -
If once they hear that voyce, thir livelielt pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft
In worft extreams, and on the perilousedge
Of battel when it rag'd, in all affavlts -
Thir fureft fignal, they will foon refume
- New courage and revive, though now t?gy lye .
Groveling and proftrate on yon Lake of Fire,
As we erewhile, afteunded and amaz'd,
No wonder, fall'nfuch a pernicions highth.
~ Hefcarce had ceas't when the fuperiour Fiend
Was moving toward the fhoar ; his ponderous fhield
Ethereal temper, mafly, largeand round, B
T , e-

7

[}



Sack L. Paravife Lok, 1:
Behind him caft; the broad circuniference

Hung on his fhoulders like the Moun, whofe Orb
T hrough Optic Glafs the Tufcan Ariilt views

At Ev'ningfromthe top of Fefole,

Or in Valdarno, to defery new Lands,

Rivers or Mountains in her fpotty Globe.

His Spear, vo equal which the talleft Pine

Hewn on Norwegian hills, to bethe Maft

Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand,

He waikt with to fupport uneafie fleps .
Over the burningMarle, not like thofe fteps

Om Heavens Azure, and the iorrid Clime .

Smote on him fore befides, vaulied with Fire;
Narhlefs he fo endur'd, cill on:the Beach
Of that inflamed Sea, be ftood and call'd

His Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intranst
Thick as Autumnal Leavesthat ftrow the Brooks
In Vallombrofa, where th’ Etrurian thades

High overarch’t imbowr 5 or fcatrerd fedge

Afloat, when with fierce Winds Orionarmd -
Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaft, whefe waves orechrew
Bufirss and his Memphian Chivalry,

Whilewith perfidious hatred they pur{u'd

Tlre Sojourners of Goflien, who beheld

From the fafe fhore thir floating Carkafes

And broke;; Chariot Wheels, fothick beftrown
Abje&and loft lay thefe, covering the Flood,
Under amazement of thir hideous change. -

He call'd fo loud, that all the hollow Deep

Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates,
Warriers, the Flowr of Heav'n, once yours, now loft,
If fuch aftonifhment as this can fieze. - .
Eternal fpirits; or have ye chos'n this place
After the toyl of Battel to repofe v

o g ‘ Your
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- Your wearied vertue, for the eafe you find .
To flumber here, as jn the Vales of Heay'n?

Or in this abje& pofture have ye fworn

To adore the Conquerour ? who now beholds
Cherube and Seraph rowling in the Flood

With featter’d Arms and Enfigns, till anon

His fwift purfuers from Heav’n Gates difcern

Th advantage, and defcending tread us down
Thus drooping; or with linked Thunderbolts
Transfix us to the bortom of this Gulfe.

Awake, arife, or be forever fall'n. .

- __ They heard, and were abatht, and up they fprung
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch ~ -
Onduty, fleeping found by whom they dread,
Roufe and beftir themfelves ere well awake,

Nordid they not perceave the evil plight

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ;

Yet to thir Generals Voyce they foon obeyd
Innumerable.. As when the potent Rod

Of Amrams Sonin Egyprsevill day .

Wav'd round the Coaf{, up call'd a pitchy cloud
Of ‘Locufts, warping on the Eaftern Wind,

That ore the Realm of impious Pharach hung

Like Night, and darken'd all the Land of Nile :

So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels feen '

- Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell
“Twigt upper, nether, and furrounding Fires ;
Till, as afignal giv'n, tf uplifced Spear
‘Of thirgreat Sultan waving to dire&¢ .

- Thir courfe, in even ballance* down they light
Oanthe firm brimftone, and £l all the Plain 5

.A multitude, like which the populous North

“Pour'd never fromher frozen loyns, to pafs
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous 'SOnsC -

) " Came
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Came like 2 Deltige on the South, and fpread
Beneath-Gibralter to the Lybian fands.
Forthwithfrom every Squadron and each Band
The Heads and Leaders thither halt where ftood
Thir great Commander; Godlike fhapes and forms
Excelling human, Princely Dignities,. _
And Powers that earftin Heaven fat on Thrones ;
Thongh of thir Names in heav’nly Récords now
Be no memorial blotted out and ras'd - ‘
By thir Rebellion, from the Books of Life.

Nor had they yetamong the Sons of Eve .
Gotthem new Names,. till wandring ore the Earth,
‘Through Gods high fufferance for the tryal of man, -
By falfities and lyes the greateft pare .
Of Mankind they corrupted to forfake

God thir Creator, and th’ invifible

Glory of him that made them, to transform

Oft to the Image of aBrure, adorn’d

With gay Religions fall of Pomp and Gold,’

And Devils to adore for Deities: '

Then were they known to men by various Names,
And various Idols through the Heathen World.
"Say Mufe,thit Names then known, who firft, who laft,
Rous'd from the flumber, on that fiery Couch,

At thir great Emperors call, asnext in worth

Came {ingly where he ftood on thebare firand,

‘While the promifcuous croud ftood yet aloof ?

The chief were thofe who from the Pit of Hell
* Roaming to feck thir prey onearth, durft fix

Thir Seats long after next the Seat of God,

Thir Altars by bis Altar, Gods ador'd 1
Among the Nations round, and durft abide

febovab thundring out of Sion, thron'd -

Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac'd

Within

N a4
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‘Within bis San&uary-it felf thir Shrines,
‘Abominations ; and with curfed things
His holy Rites, and folemn Feafts profand,
And with thir darknefsdurfbaffrons his lighe, .+ -
Firft Atolach, horrid King befmear’d with blood
Of human facrifice, and parents tears, -
Though for the noyfe of Drums and Timbrels loud
- 'Thir childrens cries unheard, that paft through fire
To his grimIdol. Himthe Ammonite
‘Worfhipt in Rabba and her watry Plain,
“In Argoband in Bafan, to the fiream
Of utmoft Arnon. Nor content wich fuch
Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build
His Temple right againft the Temple of God.
- On thar opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove
“The pleafant Vally of Hinzom, Tophet thence
And black Gehenna calkd, the Type of Hell.
- Next Chemos, th' obicene dread of Moabs Sons,
- From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild
- Of Southmelt Abarims in Heﬁbm
And Horonaim, Seons Realm, beyond . -
The flowry Dale of Sibma clad with Vipss,
_And Eleale vo th* _Afphaliick Pool.
_ Peor his other Name, when he entic'd
Ifraelin Sittim on thir march from Nile
To do him wanton rites, which coft themi woe.
Yet thence his luftful Orgies he enlarg'd
Even to that Hill of fcandal, by the Grove
Of Moloch homicide, luft hard by bate ;
+  Till good fofiab drove themthenceto Hell. -
- With thefe came they, who from the bordting flood
Of old Eu;brases to the Brook that parts. ‘
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general Names
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Of Baalim and Afltaroth, thofe male, |
I hefe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe
Can either Sexaflume, or both ; fo foft

And uncompounded is thir Effence pure,

Not ti’d or manacl'd with joynt or limb,

Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, ,
Like cumbrous flefh ; bur in what fhape they choofe
Dilated or condens’t, brighs or obfcure,
Can execute thir aerie purpofes, -

And worksof love or enmiry fulfill.

For thofe the Race of Ifras! oft forfook

Thir living fizength, and unfrequented left

His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down

Tobeftial Gods; for which thir heads as low

Bow'd down in Battel, funk before the Spear

Of defdicable foes. With thefe in troop

Came Afforesh, whomthe Phasnicians call'd

Aftarre, Queen-of Heav'n, with crefcent Hogns

To whofe bright Emage nightly by the Moon
Sidonian Virgins paid thir Vows and Songs,

In Sion alfo not unfaung, where ftood

Her Temple on th' offenfive Mountain, built

By that uxorious King, whofe heart though large,
Beguil'd by fair Idelatreffes, fell '
ToIdols foul. Thammuz came next behind,

Whofe annual wound in ZLebanon allur'd

The Syrian Damfels to lament his fate

Inamorous dictyes all a Summers day,

‘While {mooth _4donis from his native Rock

Ranpurple to the Sea, fuppos'd with blood =

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the Love-tale
Infe®ed Sions daughters with like heat,

‘Whofe wanton paffions in the facred Porch

Ezekiel faw, when by the Vifion led ‘ -

: .. His
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 His eye furvay’d the dark Idolatries
Of alienated 7#dab. Nextcame one ‘
‘Who moiirn'd in earneft, when the Captive Ark
Maim’'d his brute Image, head and hands lopt off
In his own Temple, on the grunfel edge,
Where he fell flat, and fham'd his Worfhipers :
Dagon his Name, Sea Monfter jupward Man
And downward Fifh: yet had his Temple high
Rear'd in Azorus, dreaded through the Coaft
Of Paleftine, in Gath and Afcalon
And Accaron and Gaza’s frontier bounds, .
Him follow'd Rimmon, whofe delightful Seat
- ‘Was fair Damafcms, on the fertil Banks -
Of _Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ftreams. -
He alfo againt the houfe of God was bold :
- A Leper once heloft and gain'd aKing,
- Abaz his fottifh Conquerour, whom he drew
Gods Alrar to difparage and difplace.
Forone of Syrian modé, whereonto burn
His odious offrings, and adore the Gods .
Whom he had vanquifht.  After thefe appear'd
A crew who under Names of old Renown,
Ofirés, Ifis, Oras and their Train _,
With monftrous fhapes and forceries abus'd
Fanatic Eagypt and her Priefts; to feck
Thir wandring Gods difguis'd in brutifh forms
Rather then human. Nor did Ifrael fcape .
Th' infe&ion when thir borrow'd Gold compos'd
The Calf in Oreb: and the Rebel King
* Doubl'd that finin Bethel and in Dan,
Lik'ning his Maker to the Grazed Ox,
febovah, who in one Night when he pafs'd
From Egypr marching, equal'd with one ftroke
- Both her ﬁPi:ﬂ born and all ber bleating Gods. Y
. (447

»
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effmlcdme loft, thén whoni aSpirie. moveléwd -
ell nos from Hdaven, ormore grofsto loave:
ice for it felf 1. Tohimno Templeftood . .
)r Altar fmoak'dy yet who mdre oft thenhes . . -
n Temples hnd at Altars, whed the Prieft -~ . -
“urns. Atheift, asdid Ely’s Sons, whofill’d . (-
A7ich luft and vielence the hbnfe of .God. '

n Couits atid Palaces he alfo Reigns o

And in luxurious Cities, wheké the noyfe -

Of tiotafcendsabove thir loftielt Towrs,

And injury and outtages And when Night -
Darkensthe Streets, then wander forth the Son§ -
Of Belial, flawn with infolenee and wine.: o
Witnefs the Streets of Sodom, and that night

In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door
Expos’d a Matron to avoid worfe rape.
Thefe were the prime in order and in might ;
The reft were long to tell, though far renown’d,
TR’ Tonian Gods, of favans Iflue held

Gods, yet confeft later then Heat’n and Earth-
Thir boafted Parents; Titan Heav'ns firft born
‘With his enormous brood, and birthright feisd
By younger Saturn, he from mightier §ove
Hisownand Rbea's Son like meafure found ;

So Fove ufurping reign'd : thefe firfkin Crees
And Jda kmown, thence on the Snowy top

Of cold Olympusruld the middle Air

Thir higheft Heav'n ; or onthe Delphian Cliff, -
Orin Dodonz, and throughall the bounds

Of DoricLand; or who with Sarwrnold
Fled over Adria to th’ Hefperian Fields,

And ore the Celric roam'd the urmoft Ifles.

All thefe and more came flocking ; but with looks'
Downeaft and damp, yet fuch wherein appear'd

T €. Obfeuré

.
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Obfcyre fome glimps of joy, to have found thir chief

Not in defpair, to have found themfelvesnocloft =

In lofs itfelf; which on his count’nance caft ‘

Like doubtful hie : but he hiswonted pride

Soon recolle®ing, with high words, that bore

Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais'd

Thir fanting courage, and difpel’d thir fears. _

Then ftrait commands thar at the warlike found

Of Trumpets loud and Clarions be upreard -

His mighty Standard ; thatproud honour claim’d

Azazelas his right, 2 Cherube tall :

Whae forthwith fromthe glittering Staff unfurld

Th’ Imperial Enfign, which full high advanc’t

Shon likea Meteor ftreaming to the Wind

With Gemms and Golden luftre rich imblaz'd,

Seraphic arms and Trophies : all the while

Sonorots mettal blowing Martial founds -

At which the univerfal Hoft upfent

A fhout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond

Frighted the Reign of Chaes and old Night.

Allin a moment through the gloom were feen

Ten thoufand Banners rife into the Air

With Orient Golours waving : with them rofe

A Forreft huge of Spears: and thronging Helms

Appear'd, and ferried Shields in thick array

Of depth immeafurable:  Anon they move

Inperfect Phalanx to the Dorian mood

Ot Flures and foft Recorders ; fuch asrais'd

To hight of nobleft temper Hero's old

Armingto Barttel, and in ttead of rage ‘

Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd

With dread of death to Hight or foul retreat,

Nor wanting power to mitigare and fwage .z .-

With folema touches, troubld thoughts, andichafe
, . o Anguifh



Book . Pavavile Lok, 1
Anguifh anddoubt and fear and forrow and paic;
From mortal or immortal minds. = Thusth
Breathing united fotce with fixed thought .
Mov'd on in filence to foft Pipesthat charm'd
[hir painful fteps o’re the burnt foyle ; and now
Advanc’c inview they ftand,a horsid Front
Of dreadful length and dazling Arms, in guife
Df Warriers old with order'd Spear and Shield, -
Awaiting what comtnand thir mighty Chief
{ad to.impofe : He through the armed Files
Darts his experienc’t. eye, and foon traverfe
he wholé Battalion views;.thir order due;
hir vifages and fidtnre as of Gods, .
hir number laft he fumms. Andnow his heart.
iftends with pride, and bardning in his ftrength
lories : For niever fince created man, .
et fuch imbodied force, as nam'd with thefe
ould merit more then that {mall infantey =~ =,
arr'd.on By Cranes :. though all the Giant brood
f Phlegra with th’ Heroic Rzce were joyn'd
hat fought at. Theb's and Ilinm, on each fide
ixt with auxiliar Godsy and what refounds
Fable ot Romance of UthhersSon . .
girt with Britifh and Armoric Knights
d all.who fince; Baptiz'd or Infidel
ufted in 4fpramont or Montalban, -
amafco, or Marocio, ot Trebifond,
- whom Bifertafent from Afric (hore
hent Charlemain with 4l his Peerage fell
Fontarabbizi Thus far thefé beyond .
mpare of mortal ptowefs, yet obferv'd %
ir dread commander : he above the reft
hape and gefture proudly eminent , . .
&d like 4 Tows ; his form had yet not loft

oy A

+



All her Original brightoefs, nor appear’d

Lefs then Arch Angel ruind, and th’ excefs:

Of Gloryobfcurd: As when theSunnewrisn .

Looks through the Horizontal mifty Air ‘

Shorn of his Beams, ot from behind the Moon

Indim Eclips difaftrous twilight fheds

On half the Nations, and with fear of change

PerplexesMonarchs. Dark'n'd fo, yet fhon .

Above them allth’ Arch Angel : but his face

Deep fcars of Thunder had intrencht, and care

Sat on his faded cheek, but under Browes

Of dauntlefs courage, and confiderate Pride

‘Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but caft _

Signs of réemorfe and paffion to behold ,

. Thefellows of his crime, the followers rather
_ ( Far other once beheld in blifs.) condemn’d

For ever now to have thir lot in pain, '

Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc’t

Of Heav'n,and from Eternal Splendors flung

For his revolt, yet faithfull how they ftood,

~ Thir Glory witherd. Aswhen Heavens Fire

- Hath fcath’d the Forreft Qaks, or Mountain Pines,
With finged top thir fately growth thoughbare

. Stands on the blafted Heath. He now prepard
To fpeak ; whereat thir doubl'd Ranks they bend
From wing to wing, and half enclofe him round
With all his Peers : attention held them mute.
Thrice he affayd, and thrice in fpight of fcorn,
Tears fuch as Angels weep, burft forth : at laft
"Words interwove with fighs found out thir way.

O Myriads of immorral Spirits, O Powers

Matchlefs, bur withth” Almighty, and that ftrife
Was not inglorious, theugh . th’event was dire, «

AAs this place teftifies, and this dire change ‘
o o Hateful

20 Pavavile Zofk. Book Lv
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Hateful to utter-s but what powet of mind
Forefeeing or prefaging, from the Depth :
Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear'd, - -
How fuch united force of Godsyhow fuch - i+ %
Asftood like thefe, could ever kaow repulfe? - -
Forwho can yet beleeve, though after lofs,
That all thefe puiffant Legions, whofe exile
Hathemptied Heav'n, fhall fail to re-afcend
Self-rais'd, and repoffefs thir native feat ?
Formee be witnefs all the Hoft of Heav'n,
If counfels different, or danger fhun'd .
By mee,have loft our hopes. But he who reigns .
Monarchin Heav'n, till thenas onefecure =~ = °
Saton his Throne, upheld by old repute,
Confent or cuftome, and his Regal State
Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength conceal'd,
Which rempted our attempt, and wroughtour fall.
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own.
So asnot either to provoke, or dread '
New warr, provok't ; our better part remains
To work in clofe defign, by fraud or guile
What forceeffeed not : that he no lefs
At length from us may find, who overcomes
By force, hath overcome but half his foe.
pace may produce new VVorlds, whereoffo rife
“here went a fame in Heav'nthat he erelong
ntended to create, and therein plant
. generation, whom his choice regard
hould favour equal to the Sonsof Heaven:
hither, if but to pry, fhall be perhaps
yur firlt eruption, thither or elfewhere :
>x this Infernal Pit fhall never hold o
eleftial Spirits in Bondage, noy th' Abyfs

yng under darknefs cover. - But thefe thoughts
LT T C 3 T Full

7.
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FullCounfe] muft mature : Peace is defpaird,
For who can think Submiffion ? Warr then, VVarg
{©Open or underftood muft be refolv'd. '
Hefpake : and to confirm his words, ous-flew
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs - -
Of mighty Cherubim ; thie fudden blaze
Far round illumin'd hell ; highly they rag'd
‘Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafped Armgs
Clalh’'d on thir founding Shiclds the din of war,
Hurling defiance toward the Vault of Heavn. -
There ftoed a Hill pot farwhofe grielly top
‘Belchd fire and rowling fmoak ; the reftentire
Shon with a gloffie fcurff, undoubted fign -~ -
That in his womb was hid metallic Ore, -
The work of Sulphur, Thither wing'd with fpeed
A numerous Brigad haften'd.” As when Bands -
Of Pjonerswith Spade and Pickax arm'd
Forerun the Royal Camp, to trench a Field,
Or caft a Rampart. Mammon led themon,
Mamman, the leaft ereQed Spirit thatfell
From heav’n, for ev’'n in heay'n his looks and thoughts
Were always downward bent, admiring more = *°
“The riches of Heav'ns pavement, trod'n Gold,
‘Thenaught divine or holy elfe enjoy’d
In yifion beatific: by him firft :
Men alfo, arid by Lis fuggeftion tanght,
- Ranfack’'d the Center, and withimpious hands
Rif’'d the bowels of thir mother Earth ‘
For Treafures berter hid. Soon had his ¢rew
Op'nd into the Hill a fpacious wound '
And digd out ribs of Gold. Let none admire
That riches grow in Hell ; thar foyle may beft
Defervethe precious bane, And hete let thofe
¥Vho boaft in mortal things, and wond'ring tell
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Of Babel, and theworks of Aemphian Kings
Learn how chir greateft Monuments of Fame,
And Strength and Are are eafily out-done

By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour
VVhatinan age they with inceffant toyle
And hands jnnumerable fcarce perform.

Nigh on the Plain in many cellsprepar’d,
“That underneath had veins of liquid fire
Sluc'd from the Lake, a fecond multitude

VVithwond'rous Art found out the maffic Ore; -
Severing each kind, and fcum'd the Bullion drofs :

A third as foon had form'd within the ground

A various mould, and from the boyling cells

By ftrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook,
As in an Organ from one blaft of wind o

To many a row of Pipes the found-board breaths.

Anon out of the earth a Fabrick huge
Rofelike an Exhalation, with thefound ¢
Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices fweet,
Built like a Temple, where Pilaffers round
VVere fet, and Doric pillars overlaid ,
V'Vith Golden Architrave; nordid there want
Cornice or Freeze, with boffy Sculptures grav'n,
I'he Roof was fretted Gold. - Not Babilon,
Nor great _4lcairo fuch magnificence

2qual'din all thir glories, toinfhrine

Belies o Serapis thir Gods, or feat

"hir Kings, when eAgypt with A(fyria firove
n wealthand lugurie. Tl afcending pile
tood fixt her ftately highth, and ftrait the dores
>p'ning thirbrazen foulds difcover wide,
'Vichin, her ample fpaces, o're the fmooth

nd level pavement : from the arched roof
endant by fu:tle Magic many arcow )

4. .
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Of Starpy Lampsandiblazing Creflesfed - - - .
VVith Naphsbaand Afphaltns yeilded light
Asfroma sky. ‘The hafly multitade - s
‘Admiring enter'd, and ghe work fomg.praife . -
‘And fome the Archite® : his hand wasknown. . ;
In Heav'nby many a Towred ftru®ure bigh, T
VVhere Scepter'd Angels held thir refidence,
And fat as Princes,; mi?nm the fupreme King
Exalted to fuch powex; and gave to rule, -
Each jo Jiks Hierarchie, the Orders bright,
Nor was his name unheard or upador'd -
In ancient Greece 5. and in Aufonignland ~
Men call'd him Adulsiber ; and how hefell -
From Heav'n, they fabl'd, thrawn by sngry 7ove
Sheer oe the Chryftal Battlements; fromMorn

To Noonhe fell, from Noon to dewy Eve,
" A Summers day ; and wich the fetting Sun
Dropt fromthe Zenith like a falling Star,
On Lemnos th &gasnIle - thus they relate,
- &rring 3 for he with shis rebellious rour
Fell long before 5 nbr aught avail'd him now .
To haye built in Heav'n high Towrs ;ner did he fcape
By all his Engins, bus was headlong fent ’
VVith his induitrious crew to buildinhell.
Mean while the' winged Haralds by commaad
Cf Sovran power, with awful Ceremony ,
And Trumpets found throughout the Hoft proclaim-
A folemn Councel forthwich to be held '
At Pandemonizm, the high Capital
Of Satan and his Peers : thir {fummens call’d .
Fromevery Band and fquared Regiment
By place or choice the worthieft ; they anon
VVith hunderds and with thoufands trooping came
- Autended: allaccefs-was throng'd, the Gates And

' n
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Aud Porches wide, but chief che fiidolous Hall-" >+
( Though like acover'd field, wher¢'Champiens beld
Wont ride in armn'd, and at the: foldalis chair- A

. Defi'd the beft of. Pansin chivalry. >~
To mortal combat or carreer with Lance }

- Thick fwarm’'d, both onthe ground and in the air,

Bru(ht with the hifs of rusfling wings. As Bees
In{pring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides,

* Pour forth thir populous youth about the Hive
In clufters ; they among frefh dews and flowers
Flie tavand fro, or onthe fmoothed Plank,

. The fuburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel ,
Newrubdwith Baum, expatiate and confer.
Thir State affairs,  So thick the aerie crowd
Swarm’d apd were firaitn’'d ; till the Signal givin,
Behold awonder ! they but now who feemd
In bignefs to furpafs Earths GiantSons
Now lefs then fmalleft Dwarfs, in narrow.room
Throng numberlefs, like that Pigmean Race
Beyond the Indian Mount, or Faerie Elves,
Whofe midnight Revels, by a Forreft fide
Or Fountain fome belated Peafant fees, -
Ordreams he fees, while over-head the Moon
Sits Arbitrefs, and neerer tothe Earth v
Wheels her pale courfe, they on thir mirch and dance
Intent, with jocond Mulfic charm hisear; - :
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds.
Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmalleft forms
Reduc’d thir thapes immenfe,and were at large,
Though without number ftill amidft the Hall
Of thatinfernal Court. But far within
And in thir own dimenfions like themfelves
The-grear Seraphic Lords and Cherubim . I
ek v : a



36  Parapife Lok, Book. I,
In clofe recefs ang fecret conclave fat R D
A thonfand Demy-Gods on goldenfeat's, Lo
Frequent and full,  After (hore filence then /-
A::ll fummons rcad, the greatconfult began. - -

-

The End of the Fir§E Book__.»
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THE ARG’uMENT'

The Confultasion begun , Satan debates whether ano-.
" ther Battel be tobe bazarded for the rec.very of Hea-
wven: fome advife it, others diffuade : A 'third pre-.
pofab is prefer'd, mention’dbefore by Satan, to fearch
the truth of that Prophefie or Tradition in Heaven
concerning anoiher world, and another kind of crea-
ture equak or not much inferionr to themfebves, abous
this time ta be created : Thir doubt who fhall be.
[ent o this difficuls [earch : Satan thir chief un.
dertakés alone the voyage, is bonourd and appland--
ed. The Conncel thus ended, the rest betakg them
Jeveral wayes and to feverat'imployments, as thiy.
gnclinations lead them, to entertain the time till Sa--
tan return. Heé paffes onbis Journeyto Hell Gates)
finds them (hut, andwhi[at there to guard them, by.
whom at lengththey are op’nd, and difcover to bim the
great Gulf between Hell and Fleaver, with what diffi«
czlty be paffes throngh, directed by Chaos, the Power’
of that place, to the fight of this new World which

b ” b’. |
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Tgh on a Throne of Royal State, which far
“Outfhon the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, -
Or where the lgorgeom Eaft with rlchcﬁ
iand .
showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl and Gold,
Satan exalted far, by merit rais d -
TTo that bad eminence; and from defpair
{Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires
Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue
Vain Warr with Heav'n, and by fuccefs untaught
His proud imaginations thus difplaid.
Powers and Dominiops, Deities of Heav'n,
For fince no deep within her gulf can hold
'Immortal vigor, though oppreftand fall'n,
I give not Heav'n for loft. From this defcent
Celeftial vertues rifing, will appear
‘More glorious gnd more dread then from no fall,
'And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate :
Mee though juft right, and the fixt Laws of Heav'n.
Did firft create your Leader, next free choice,
With what befides, in Counfel or in Fight,
Hath bin achievd of merit, yet thislofs -
{Thus farr at leaft recover'd, hath much more
Eftablifht in a fafe unenvied Throne :
Yielded with full confent. The. happier ftate
InHeav'n, which follows dignity, might draw
Envy{rom each inferior ; but who here
Will envy whom the hxghc& place expofes
Formoit to ftandagainft the Thunderers aim
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft fhare
OFf endlefs pain? where there isthenno good
For which to firive, no ftrife can grow up there
From Faction; for none fure will claim in Hell
Preccc-



_ Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fmall
Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind
. Will covet more. With this advantagethen
To union, and firm Faith, and firm accord, N
More thencan be in Heav'n, wé now return :
To claim our juft inheritance of old,
Surer to profper then profperity o
Could have affur'd us ; and by what beft way,
Whether of open Warr or covert guile,
We now debate ; who can advife, may fpeak. .
He ceas'd, and next him Afoloc, Scepter'd King -
‘Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft Spirit
That fought in Heav'n ; now fiercer by defpair:
His truft was with ¢h’ Erernal to be deem'd '
Equal in ftrength, and rather then be lefs
Car'd not to be at all ; with that care loft
‘Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worfe .
He reck'd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake.
My fentence is for open Warr : Of Wiles,
More unexpert, I boaft not: them let thofe
Contrive who need, or when they need, not new’
For whilethey fit contriving, fhall the reft,
Millions that ftand in Arms, and longing waic -
The Signal to afcend, fit lingring here
Heav’ns fugitives, and for thir dwelling place
Accept this- darkeppiobrious Den of fhame,
The Prifon of his Tyranny who Reiguns-
By ourdelay? no, let us rather choofe
- Arm'd with Hell flames and furyall at ence
O're Heav'ns high Towrsto force refiftiefs way,
Turning our Tortures into horfid Arms ~ * -
Againft the Torturer ; when to meet the neffe
Of his Almighty Engin he fhall hear
Infernal Thunder, ard for Lightning fee Bl k
: Blac
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Black fire and horror fhot with equal rage

Among his Angels; and his Throne it felf -

Mixt with Tartaresn Sulphur, and ftrange fire;

His own invented Torments. But perhaps

The way feems difficult and fteep to feale -

‘With upright wing againft a higher foe, .

Let fuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench R

Of that forgetful Lake benumm not fiill, -

That in our proper motion we afcend

Up to our native feat : defcent and fall

To us is adverfe. Who but felg of late .

When the fierce Foe hung on our brok’n Rear
Infulginig, and purfu'd us chrongh the Deep,

With what compullion and laborious flight

We funk thuslow 2 Th’ afcent is eafie then;

Th’ eventisfear'd ; fhould we again provoke . . .-
Our ftronger, fome worfe way, his wrath may find

* To our deftru®ion: if there bein Hell,

Fear to be worfe deftroy’d: what can be worfe ,
“Then to dwell here, driv’nout from blifs, condemn'd
In chis abhorred decp to ntter woes,

Where pain of unextinguifhable fire

Mu# exegcife us without hopeofend .. = |
The Vaffals of his anger; when the Scourge
Inexorably, and the torturing hour.
+ Calls us to Penance ? More deftroy’d then thus
.~ We fhould be quite, abolifht and expire.
What fear we then ? what doubt we to inceénfe
His utmott ire? which to the highth énrag'd,
will either quite confume us, and reduce

To nothing this effential, bappier farr
Then miferable to have eternal being :

Or if our fubftance be indeed Divine,

And cangot ceal¢ tobe, weare at worfk

* Ot

+ e
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On this fide nothirig ; -and by proof we feel »
Our power fufficient to difturb his Heav'n,

And with perpetual inrodesto Allarme,
Though inacceffible, his fatal Throne :~
VVhich.if not Vi&ory is yet Revenge,

- Heended frowning, and his ook denounc'd
Defperate revenge, and Battel dangerous
To lefsthen Gods. Onth’ other fide up rofe
Belial, ina& more graceful and humane §

A fairer perfon loft not Heav'n; hefeemd

For dignity compos'd and high exploit = o
~ Butall was falfe and hollow ; though his Tongee -

Dropt Manna, and could make the worfe appear-

The better reafon, t6 perplexand dafh

Matureft Counfels: for his thoughts were low;

To vice induftrious, but to Nobler deeds -

Timoroas and {lothful : yet he pleas'd the ear,

And with perfwafive accent thus began.

1 fhould be much for open VVarr, O Peers,

As not behind in hate; if what was urg'd o

Main reafon to petfwade immediate VVarr, - '

Did not diffwade me moft, and feem to ¢aft

Ominous conjeure on the whole fuccefs : o

¥V Vhen he who moft excels in fa® of Arms,

In what he connfelsand in what excels

‘Miftruftful, greunds his courage on defpair

And utter diffolution, as the (%opc ' \ A

Of all higaim, after fome dire revenge.

Firft, whatRevenge ¢ the Towrs of Heav'n are filld

VVith Armed watch, that render all accefs

Impregnable ; oft onthe bordering Deep

Encamp thir Legions, or with obfcure wing

Scout farr ard wide into the Realmof night,

Scorning furprize. Or could we bréak our way

NETE SIS ¥4
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By force, and at our heelsall Hell fhould sife .. -

VVith blackeft Infurrecion, to confound
Heav'ns pureft Light, {;t our great Enemy |, . -
All incorruptible would on his Throne C
Sit unpolluted, and tb’ Ethereal mould ,
Incapable of ftain would foon expel .
Her milchief, and purge off the bafer firé e
Vi&orions.. Thus repuls'd, our final hope -

Is flat defpair: we mult exafperate .

Th' Almighty Vi&or to fpend all his rage, -

And that muit end us, that muft be our cgre, -
Tobe no more;. fad cure; for whe would loofe;. -
Though full of pain, this intelle®ual being, ‘
Thofe thoughts.that wander through-Etexnity
~To perifh rather, {wallowd up and loft

In the wide womb of mncreated nighe, .
Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows,
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe
Cangiveit, or will ever 2 how he can

s doubtful ; that he never will is fure:

VVill he, fowife, let loofe at once his ire,

Belike through impotence, or unaware,

To give his Enemies thir wifh, andend

“Themin his anger, whom his anger faves

To panifh endlefs? wherefore ceafe we then ?

Say they who counfel VVarr, we are decreed,
Referv'd and deflin'd to Eternal woe;

VVhatever doing, what can we fuffer more,

VVhat canrwe fuffer worfe ? is this then worft,

Thus fitting, thus confulting, thusin Arms?
VVhat whenwe fled amain, purfu'd and ftrook

VVith Heav'ns affliing Thunder; and befought

.The Deep o fhelter us ? this Hell then feemd

A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay -

e o Chain'd
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Chain'd on ;he barging Lake?. thit fare was. worfe,
VVhat if the breath that kintlid thofe grim fices
Awak'd fhould blow them infodevenfold rage.
And plunge ys in the flames @ or from above.-
Should mtermmeg vengeancearm-again
His red right hand to plague us? what ifall -
Her ftores were open'd, and this Firmament -
Of Hell fhould fpout her Cactara®s of Fire; i
Impendent horrors, threagaing hideous fall
One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps
Defigning orexhorting glonous warr, :
Caught in a fierie Tempeft fhallbe hutl d .
Each on his rock eransfixe; she fport and prey
Of racking whirlwinds, o5 for-gues funk
Under yonboyling Ocean, wrapt in Chains 3
There o converfe with everlafiing groans, - -
Unrefpited, unpitied, unrepreevd, -
Ages of hopelefsend § this, would be worfe
VVarr iherefore, open or conceal'd, alike .
My voice diffwades; 5 for what ¢ap force or guile - -
VVith him, or who deccive his-mitd, whofceye. -
Views all chings acone view 2 he.from heav'ns highuhe‘ -
All thefe our motios vain, fees and derides ; -+ -
Not more Almighty to refift our might )
Then wife to fraftrate all our plotsand wiles;
Shall- we then live thusvile, the Bace of Heav'n.
Thus trampl'd, thus expell'd to fuffer here
Chains and thefe Torments? better thefe then wotfc \
By my advice ; fince fate inevitable o
- Subdués us, and Ompipotent Decree; L
The ViQorswill.  Tofuffer, 4s to doe, R
ur firéngth is equal, nor the Law up juft T
?fhat fo ordam; ¢ this wa$ ac firft r;folv ’ds
wewere wife;againft fo greae dfoe . ..
e gD §ontén_din‘g‘,“
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Cdnoending, and fo doubeful what thight fall. -~
1 laasgh, when thofé who-at the Speag arebold - -
‘And vemrots, if that fail che, (hrink dnd flar
VVhatyer they knotw nuft follow, to érdiive -
-Exile, or ignominy, bt bonds, or pafn,: ~" - -

The fentence of thir Conquerour : ‘Thigis now '
Ourdoom; which if we can fuftain aadBear, -
Our Supreath Foein time may muchremic
His anger,and perbaps thum farr reavovd
"Not mind us not offending, fatish'd -~ " -
VVithwhat is punifh't 5 whence thele raging fires
VVill flack'n, if ‘his breath ftir not thir fames.
Our prrereffence then will overcome -+~ -7
Thir noxious vapour ;or enur'd nogféel,- <+ -
Or chamg'd at length, and 1o the placa confoxmid -
In remper and in nature, will receive’ -7 < 0
Familiar the fierce heat, and void of paing '
This horrot will grow nilde, this darknefs light, -
Befides what hope thevever-ending fight -+ 7 -
Of fature dayes may bring,whatchance, what eliafige
VVorth waiting, fitée our prefent lot 22«:3 :
“For _happy though bue fl, for ill not woti,
If we procute not t6 our felves more woe. ;
Thus Beliatwithi words cloath'dinseafons gardy: -
Counfel'dignoble eafe, and peaceful floath, -~
~ Not péace ; and after him thus. Mummys fpake.
_ Either to difinchrone the King of Heav'n
Ve warr, if ware be bet, or roregain
Our own right loft : him-to unthrene we ehielt - -
“May hope when everlafting Fate (hall yeild- -
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife:
- The former vainto hope argues asvain -
The latter : for what place canbe forus- -~ -
VVithin Heav'ns bourid, unlefs Heavns Lotd fuprea‘;n
= | TR
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VYelovérpoweF* Subpafe he firotld relent :

And pliblifi @fuetté all, ofi promifé frade -~ - .

Of rew@ibjedions with whit éyés couldwe -
Stand in his pFferied’ hudible, and recelve ~ *

Stri& Laws iipd¥'t; to celebrace Kis Throne .

VVith warbl{d ¢, #id to his Godlitad fing

Forc's HaltetaiRestwhiile he Lotdly fis  * 7" .

Ouir envied SU¥Pin; #ild his- Altat bredthes ~ ° -
Ambrofial Gdshssaid - Anlbrofid] Flowers, -~ -

QI

Ourfervile offefings: = This muftBE our e4sk
In Hedv'n thisote delight ; hovrweatifom = =
Eternity {6 fhant:iniWotfhip paid- .- - 7 - 100
To whom:wehiite. - Ect its hot {henputfoe- |

By fovte'itipoiblé by leave obtaind -
Unacceptable; though i FHeav'ti otir ftare .~ . . *
Of Yjtendid vallalagé, but rarher feelk” -~ '

Ou gk govtd frbmi ot felves, and from bar oWt
Lived oiie flvé3; thaughiin this valf vecefs, ="
Free, 4nd to non¥ 4écountable, preferring’ ' 1
Hard liberey beforedhié eafie yoke: -~ 7% - i 1"
Of fervile Pomp: :* Our gréitnefs will appeer . -
Then moft confpictieus, when greir thifngs of fmall,
Ufcfut of hurtful, profperons of adverfe .

V Ve can _créate,and in what place fo'e’re

Thrive shider evil,and work eafe out of pain ~ .
Throughldbou¥ andindurance: Thisdeep world
Of darknefsdo ive dread ? How oft amidft
Thick cloudsand dark doth Heav'nsall-rufing Sire .
Chooféio réfidé, his Glory unobfeurd, =
And with the Majefty of darknefs round -~ ;. .
Covers his Thron€'; from whence déep thiinders roat
Muft’ring thir rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell 2 .
As heour darkmfs, cannot we his Lighit
Imitate whenwe pleafe # This Defart foile ., .
e 5 5 ) ¥ Vants

s (e
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VVants not her.hidden lu&re Gemms and Gold
Nor want, we skill or.Art, from whence to raife .
Magnificence ; and what can Heav'n fhew more ?

" Our torments alfo may inlength of time.

Become oar Elements, thefe piercing Fires
As fofi as now fevere, our temper.chang'd
Intd their temper; which muft needs.remove
_ The fenfible of pain. All things invite
To peaceful Counfels, and the fettl'd State
Of order, how in fafety beft we may
~ Compofe our prefent evils, with regard
(Of whatwe are and were, difmiffing quire
All thoughts of warr :_ ye have what 1advife. -

He fcarce had finifht, when fuch murmurfilld
Th' Affembly, aswhen hollow Rocks retain = -
The found of blu[’crmg winds, which all night lang
Had rous'd the Sea, now with hoarfe cadence lull
Sea-faring men orewarch, whofe Bark by chance
© Or Pinnace anchorsin a craggy Bay . -~ ,
After the Tempeft: Such applaufe was Neard -,
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas'd,
Advifing peage: for fuch another Field :
They dreaded worfe then Hell : fo much the fear
Of Thunder and the Sword of AMichael
VVroughi fill within them ; and no lefs defire
" Tofound this nether Empire, which might rife
By pollicy,and long procefs of time,
In emulation oppofite to Heav'n.
VVhich when Beelzebub perceiv'd, then whom,
Satan except, none higher fat, with grave
Afpe& herofe, and in hisrifing feem'd
A Pillar of State ; deep on his Front engraven -
Deliberation fat and public care;
A~d Princely counfel in his face _yct fhon, ,

~ ) ) Majeftic
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jeftic thoughin ruin : fageheflood - - -~
ith _Atlantean thoulders fit tobear- v
1e weight of mightieftMonarchies; hislook .
rew andience.and attention ftill as Nighe -
r Summers Noon-tide air, while thus he fpake.”
Thrones and Impetial Powers, off-fpring of heav'n’
hereal Vertues ; or thefe Titles now =~ "~ |
uft we renounce, and changing ftilebe calld
inces of Hell ? for fo the popularvote .~ = .-
iclines; here to continue, and build up here - *

growing Empire ; doubtlefs; while we dream,

nd know not that the King of Heav'n hath-doom’d -

his place our dangeon, not our fafe retreat '

eyond his Potent arm, to live exempt

rom Heav'ns high jurisdi®ion, innew League

anded againft his Throne, byt to yemaine - -

nftriGeft bondage, though thus far remov'd,

Inder th' inevitablecurb, refervd -

dis captive multitude : Forhe,befure =~

nheighth or depth, ftill firftand laft willReign

Sole King, and of -his Kingdom loofe no parc

By our revolt, but over Hellextend -

His Empire, and with Jron Scepter rule

Ushere,as with his Golden thofe in Heav'n.

What fit we then proje®ing peaceand Wair 2~
VVarr hath determin’d us, and foild with lofs
Irreparable 5 tearms of peace yet'none

Voutfaf’t or fought ; for what peace will be givin
Tous enflav'd, but cuftody feveré,

And ftripes, and arbitrary punifhment )
Infli®ed? and what peace can wereturn, S
Butto our power hoftility and hate, e
Untam'd reluance, and revenge though flaw,
Yetever plotrifig howt the: Conqueror leaft - - -
T D3 ' May
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May reap his co and may g 6. -
In c)l’omg what v?g ul qnfi ugﬁ]'cxgd\!gfgpfﬂw 5. ‘

"Nor will gecafion wap:,,nor fhall we need e

With dangerouécx ediciontoinyade, ;© 0

Heav'n, whofe high walls fear no, aﬂag];pr Slg 99. *E

- Or amelh from the Dceg_ Wha;; we find :

Some ealier enterprize? Thereisg placc

(if ancient arrd prophetic fame in-Heay'n

Err not ) another World, the happy. feat - -

Of fome new Race call'd Man, aboys thistime -

,T 0 be created like to us, though lefs - Ly
E;;fbws‘:r and excellence, but favour’d more ' 'A e

him who rules above ; fo was' hiswill

Pronounc’d among thg Gods, and by awOath,

That fhook Heav'ns whol circumference, cqnﬁxsn q o

Thither let us bend all our thougtiss, to. learn :

‘What creatures there inhabit, of what mould,

Or fubftance, how endu'd, and what thir Power,

- And where thir weaknefs, how actempred beft, .
By forceor futtlety : Though Heav’ mbg Jhut,

- And Heav'ns lugh Arbmatou%'t fecure : .

In his own ftrenggh, this place may Lye cxpos d

Jheutmoft border of his ngdom, ITeft

To their defence who hald it : hese perbaps

Somadvantagious at may be achiev’d -

By fudden onfer, either with Hell fire

To walte bis whole Creatjon, or poffefs

All as ops own, and. dxlyc as we were driven,

The punie habitants, or if not rive,

Seduce them to our Pagty, that thxr God

May prove thir foe, and with repénting.hand -

Abolith his own works.” Thig would [urpafs

Common revenge, and interrupt his jg Jo,y(

In our Confugxon ar d our Joy upw.(c I
ST . In
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In his diftusbgiRe ; when bis darling Sons -
Hurl'd headlong to partakewith us, fhall curfe . "
Thir frail Original, and faded blifs, - T
Fadedfofoon. - Advife if this be wm*th s
Attempting, or to {it indarknefs here  ~ - - oo
Hatching vain Empires. TFhus Beelzebab . - -
Pleaded ‘hisdevilifh' Counfel, firft devis'd - .
By Satan, andinpart propesid : for whence,
But from the Author of all ill ¢onld Sprmg
So deep amalice, to confound the race ,
Of mankind i oneroat, and Earth wttthl
To mingle and .invelve, done all vo fpite
The great Creatour? But thir fpite ftill ferves .-
His glory to aygment. The bold defign
Ploas'd highly thofe infernal States, and joy
Sparkl'din all thir eyes ; with full affent -
They vote : whexreat hisfpeech hethus renews. :
Well have:ye judgd, well ended long debare,
Synod of Gods, and like to what yeare, ..
Great things refoly’ d , which from'the lowcﬂ:dcep ‘
Will once more lift us up, in fpigh: of Fate,
Neerer our ancient Seat; perhapsinview - S
Of thofe bright confines, whence with nﬂghbmnng:
And opportune excurfion we may. chance ( Acms
Re-enter Heav'n ; or elfe in fome milde Zone- - '+ ~
Dwell not unvifired of Heav’ nsfair Lighs .
Secure, and ar the brightning Qrient beam i :.s,zi
Purge off this gloom  the foft'delicious Air, .
To heal the fearr of thcfe cosrafive Fires .
Shall breathe her balme. Bui firft whom ﬂaall,.w'é:&nt!‘
Infearchof this new world, whom fhalkwe ﬁmd -
Sufficient 2 wiro (halltempt with wapdring feec sl
The dark unbottom'd infinite Abyfs e
And through the palpable obfeure findont =~
R D 4 i His
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- His uncouth way, or' fpread his aerie Blght o
Upborn with indefatigable wings ‘
Overthe vaft abrupt, ere hearrive
The happy lle, whatfirength, what art can then
Suﬁicc or what evafion bear him fafe =
,Tbrough the ftri& Senteries and Stations thick -
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need
‘All circumfpection, and ‘we now no lefs. . -
Choice in opr fuffrage ;- for on whom we fend,
The weight of all and our laft hope relies.

This faid, he fat ; and expectation held
Hislook fnfpence, awaiting who appeer'd -
To fecond, o’ “oppofe, or undertake
. The perilous attempt ¢ bu all fat mute;’
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; and each
Inothers count’nance read bis own difmay
" Aftonifht : none among the choice:and prime

Of thofe Heav'n-warring. Champ:ons could be found
So hardie as to proffer or accept v
‘Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at lat
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory rais’d
Abave his fellows, with Monarchal pride
Gonfcious of hngheft worth, unmov'd thus fpake.

O Progeny of Heav'n, Empyreal Thrones,
With reaton hath deep filence and demurr
Seis'd us, though undifmaid :* long is the way
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light ;
Our prifop fttong, this huge convex of Fire,
Outrageous to devour, immures us round
Ninefold, and gares of burning Adamant
Barr'd over us prohibit all egrefs. '
Thefe patt, if any pafs, the void-profound
©Of uneffential Night receives himnext
Wldc gapmg, ‘and Wlth utter lofs of being

— ot
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Threatens him, plang'd in that abogtivegulf, ~
If thence he fcape into whatever world,

Or unknown Region, what t®mains him lefs

Then unknown dangers and as hard efcape.

Bat I fhould ill become this Fhrone, O Peers,

And this Imperial Sov'ranty, adorn'd

With fplendor, arm’d with power, if aught propos’d
And judgd of public moment, inthefhape -
Of difficultyor danger could deterr

Mee from attempting. Wherefore do I affume

Thefe Royalties, and not refufe to Reign,

Refufing to accept as great athare

Of hazard as of honour, duealike

To him who Reigns, and fo much to himdue »

Of hazard more, as he above thereft - :
High honourd fits 2 (o therfore mighty Powers, .
Terror of Heav'n, though fall'n 5 intend at home,
‘While here fhall be our home, what beft may eafe

The prefent mifery, and render Hell ’

© Moretollerable ; if therebe cure or charm
Torefpite or deceive, or {lack the pain
Of this illManfion : intermit no watch S

Againft a wakeful Foe, while Iabroad
Throughall the Coafts of dark deftru®ionfeck
. Deliverance for us all: this enterprize
None fhall partake with me. Thus faying rofe
The Monarch, and prevented all reply, )
Prudent, leaft from his refolution raisd .
Others among the chief might offernow - 74
( Certaintobe refus’d ) what erftthey feard;
And fo refuns’d might in opinion ftand Co
His Rivals, winning cheap the high repute .
‘Which he through hazard huge muft earn. But they
Preaded nocmore t advencure thenbisvolce.
AR ‘ o T For-
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Forbidding ;- soil-axoneewith himthey rol 3is:0.00 T
Thir rifing all at ‘esee mttfhtmglmdy R R
Of Thunder heard nemate, - Towards him theyband »
With awful reverence prone; sandass Ged ™ o ©
Extoll him equaixo the highelt inHeav'n; 1
Nor fail'd they toisxprefs how much they prais'd, . . -
Thas for the'gencril fafery he defpisd -~ -
His own : for npither do the Spirits davan'd. . .
Loofe all her virtues leaft bad men thauldhoaft . .
Thir fpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, .-
Or clofambigion varnifht o're with zeal.- .~ %
Thus they thir dontuful confulsations daxk ...
Ended rejoycing inshir matchlefs Chiefs .. (.
As when from mpuntaia topsthadusky clouds .
Afcending, while the Norch wind flecps, o’refpxead "« .
" Heav'ps cheaeful face, the lawring Element ri
Scowls ore the.dark’nd lantskip Snow, er fhowrey -
If chance the radiant Sun with farewell fweet
Extend his ev'ning beam, the fi¢lds revive,
.The birds thir notes renew, and hleating herds
Atteft thir joy, thas hill and valley rings.
O fhameto men! Devil with Devil damn’d
Firm concord halds,men oncly difagree
Of Creaturgs rational, thaugh undsr hope i
Of heavenly Grace : and God proclaiming peace, -
© Yet live in hatred, enmity, and firife =~ =~
Among themfelves, gnd levie cruel warres,
Wafting the Eaxth, each other to deftroy :
Asif (which mighs jeduce ustoaccord) -~ ¢
Man had not hellifbfoes anow belides,: L
That day and night for his deftru¢tion waite. .. .. ...
The Stygien Caunfel thus diffolv'd ; and forth”
Inotder came the grand infernal Peers, -~ ' .
MidR came shirmighty Paramonnr, and feemd oo
R . Along
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Alongsh’ ‘Anagonilt of Heavim;'motlefs -

Than Hells dread Rmiperenr with pamp Suproam, -

And God-like imitated Statey, himrouad

A Globeof figrie Seraphimincos'd-

'With bright imblazonrie, and-horrent Arms,
Thenof thir Seffion ended they:bidcty -~
With Trumpets:regal fonnd the!greas rofule :
Toward the four wirids faut fueedy Cherubim
Put to thir mouths the founding Alcbymie =~
By Haraldsvojcaexplain'd o the hollow Abyfs - -
Heagd farr and wide, and all thehoftiof Fiell -~

' With deafning fhowy, return'd shem loud acclaim. -
‘Thence more 3t eafo shir minds and fomwhat rais'd
By falfe prefumptuos hope, the ranged powers
Disband, and wandxiag, each his feveral way
Purfues, s inclingioner fad chaice. . - -
Leads him perplext, where he may likelicft find
Truce to hisreftlefs shoughts, and entertain -
The irkfom hofgs;tilk zhis grear Chief retura,”
Part on the Plain, 0¥ in:the Air fublime -

" Uponthe wing, or infiift Racecontend,

As at th’ Olympiab. Gamos or Pythianfiglds;  *

Part curb chir fegid-Seoetls, or fhunthe Goal

With rapid wheels,, ot fronted Brigadsform.

Aswhen to wara grend Cites:warr appears

~ Wagd in the troabkd: Skie, and - Armies:sufh

 To Bautel in the Clauds, beforecach Van -~ =~

© Prick forth the Aerie Knights, and-couchishir Spears
Till thickeft Legionsclofc ; withfears of Arms -
Fromeither end of Heav'n the welkinbarns,
Otherswithvaft Typheas ragemorefelt - .
Rend up bothRocksand Hills, and ride the Ade "
Inwhirlwind ; Hell fcarce holdsthe wikde-uproas, -*
Aswhen dlides from Qrehala Cromd 1 -

AR : ith
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- 'With conquett, felt th* envenom’d robe, andtore
Through painup by the roots Theffaliax Pines, -
And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw '
Intoth® Euboic Sea. Others more milde,
Retreated ina filentvalley,fing
With notes Angelical to many a Harp
Thir own Heroic deeds and haplefs fall - -
By doom of Battel; and complain that Fate
Free Vertue fhould enthrall to Force.or Chance.
.Fhir Song was partial, but the harmony ‘
( What could it lefs when Spirits immortal fing? )
Sufpended Hell, and took with ravithment -
The thronging audience. . In difcourfe more fweet
( For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Senfe, )
Others apart faton a Hill retir’'d, - o
-Inthoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high
* Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will and Fate,
Fixt Fate, free will, forcknowledg abfolute,
And found no end, in wandring mazes loft, -
Of good and evil much they argu'd then,
Of happinefs and final mifery, -
Pafiton and Apathie, and glory and thame,
Vain wifdom 2ll, and falfe Philofophie :
- Yeuwith a pleafing forcerie could charm
Painfor a while or anguifh, and excite
Fallacioushope, or arm th’ obdured breft
With ftubbornpatience as with triple fteel,
Another part in Squadrons and grofs Bands,
~On bald adventure to difcover wide®
That difal world, if any Clime perhaps :
Might yield them eafier habitarion, bend R
Four ways thir flying March, along the Banks
Of four infernal Rivers thar difgorge
_ Intotheburning Lake thir baleful ftreams; -
S Abliors

. e &



Book H. Paradile Lok, 43
Abhorred Styxthe flood of deadly hate, T
Sad Acheren of forcow, black and deep ;
Cocytss, nam'd of lamencation loud .
Heard on the ruful ftream ; fierce Phlegeton .
‘Whoft waves of torrent fire inflame with rage;  *
Farroff from thefeaflow and filent fream, K
Lethe the River of Oblivion roules
Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks,
Forthwith his former ftate and being for gets,
Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. )
Beyond this flood 2 frozen Continent. L -
Lies dark and wilde, beat with perpetual forms.
Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, which on firm land -
Thaws not,but gathers heap, and rnin feems -
Of ancientpile ; all elfe deep fnowandice, - &
A gulf profound as that Serbonsan Bog ’
Betwixt Damiats and mount Cafiwsold, ~  ~
- Where Armies whole have funk - the parching A -
Burns frore, and cold performs th’ effe@ of Fire.
- Thither by harpy-footed Furies hail’d, R
At certain revolutionsall the damn’d -~ -~ "+
Are brought : and feel by turns the bitter change
Of fierce extreams, extreams by change more fierce; -
From Beds of raging Fire to ftarveinIce -
Thir foft Ethereal warmth, and thereto pine .
Immovable, infixt, and frozen round, * o
Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire.
They ferry over this Lethean Sound _
Both o and fro, thir forrow to augment, =~ ¢
And wifh and firuggle, asthey pafs,to reach  * 7
The tempting ftream, with one fmall drop to'loofe: -
In fweer forgedfulnefs all pain and woe, o
All in one moment, and fo neetr the brink;
But Fate withftands,and to oppofe th’ atiempt

Gair o ¥
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. Medufs with Girgbwsah Rrtor Buads.. . ...1-
'I%c Flc;rd and :;xit felf the warer flies - B T
‘All tafte of fiving wight,as once it fled S
The lip of Tanswlas:, . Thusrevingen .- o
In confus'd, matehfotlnm. th’ adventtous Bandg
With thiiddring herror pale; aribejiosagaft . ...
View'd firft thir lamestableilat, andtfound = .
No reft : through many adark dnd drdarie Vaile -7
They pafs'd; and many. aRegw,odolnrém, S
O're many a Froden, many 4 fetie:Adpe, .
Rocks, Caves, Lakes; Fen3, :Bogs, Dens, and ﬂrades of
A Univerfe of death,whieh Gdd by curfe . ( dmh‘
. Crejred evil, fonlevdl, orily'goail, |
Where all life dieg,deach livies; abit Namfe breeds,
Perverfe, aj} mon@sots, all prodiffious :hmgs, NN
Abominable; inusterable; and: woske " o
Thari Fables yet have: feign'd; ot faas actheety d;
Gorgons. and Hydr'a's,. and Chimeras' dive.
Mean while the Adverfary df Godand Mati,
Satan with thoughts inflam'd of - higheft deﬁgn, ,
Puts on fwift winigy, and towards the Gates of Hell -
Explores his folraty flight ; {brw times
He fcoursthe right band coalt, for times the lefe,
ow fhaves with- level: ngthe Deep, . then foarcs
Up to thefiery Conéatetouring high. . S
Aswhen farr off atSeaa Pleet defctid.
Hangsin the Cleuds, by . £quinattial Winds
- Clofe failingfrom Bengale; orthe Iles 2
Of Ternate and Fidare, whenee Merchatits bring -
Thir fpicie Drugs: they onthe Frading Flood
Thirough the wide Bithiopiaz to the Cape
Ply ftemming nightly toward the Pole. So fecmd
Farr off the flying Fiend : at laft appeer
: Hcll bounds hngh teaching to the horrid Roof,



Boskdl, {baradife %a&;
And thrxcéthré@[ﬁidthe Gtes ‘Mﬂs w;re Btaf?
Three Iron, thite'of Alamantind' Reck:
Impcn?ﬁ:‘a}lc‘ impafam éircling &0
Yer uniconfun'd.” ‘Befote e Gates thetelat ‘
On cither fide ¥ foritiidable fha e~ Laipaip
The otéfeesn’d Wotnar to- the Wahe; A ga:r, {1
But endéd“foul I nahy 2 fiahyp ot~ wi e {,
Volumintis-and viit; a‘Séfpent*drmd" i it i
Wil sticyéal g +. abont ber middle vound
A cryWof Hell Houiids ‘fiev ¢k ceaffg Bided
With wide Cerberian thotihié fulPioud, A gy
AtiddebtisDeil : -t when they 1l ’wbiﬂd’créép,
Ifaught dnfturb‘u‘tm noyle; into !g-}
And kéfifte] there, ‘yet éhetcﬂ:ill k'ﬂ'&hﬂ’howl’ﬂ‘
Vil unfeen: Fartlefs abﬁonww&maefe
Vex'th 8¢yl Bathing-ft the Sba thde it
 Calabria from the hoRee THnac i fhsted -« 7
Not-uglier foHow ﬁne‘mgh:-H;g When%ﬂm jr
Infecret, iding thtough the Air the esab@
Lur'd with the fmél of Infant bhood:'
With Liapland Witches, whﬂe:h”e 1abé gMooﬁ‘
Eclipfes at ehifr charris” THe btlier fhape, "
If fhape it might be calPdthat (h had'fione -
Diftinguifhable inthernber, joy e, 6r Amiby, .“- ‘
OrTubRance might bé éalfd that %:go‘& *feem‘d
. For eachfe¢mtd cithér ;-black it Ttood 25 Nfght,
Fierce as ren Furies; ‘t&rx'ﬂile as’ .
And fhook # dreadfu} Dirt § what' f%em!a h:s’head
The likenefs of a King Crowt- Had -
Satan was now at'hand, and-from hts
The Monfter moving otiyrard ¢gme as i"aﬂ
With horrid ftridés, Hell trembled as heﬁirocf
Th* undaunted Fiendwhat this migb(be a*d;ﬁ« d,
Admir'd, not fcar’d 66d and his Son e:tccptc p
reate
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Created thingnaught valu'd he nosfhun'd; - .
“And with disdainful lpok thus firft began.
"~ Whence apd what art thou, execrable fhape,
That dar'ft, though grim’ and terrible, advance.
Thy mifcreated Front achwarcmyway =~
© To yonder Gates? through them I meanto pafs, -
That be aflur’d, witheut leave aske of thee: '
Retire, or tafteshy folly, and learnby proof, ,
Hell-born, not to contend with Spirits of Heav’n. -
To whom the Goblin full of wrauth reply’d,
‘Art thou that Fraitor Angel, art thouhee, .
Who firft broke peace in- Heav'n and Faith, till then
Unbrok'n,and in proud rebellious Arms ~ .« .=
Drew after him the third part of HeavnsSons -
Conjur'd againft the higheft, for which both Thou
And they outcaft from God, are here condemn'd
To wafte Eternal dayes inwoeand pain? ,.
Andrek'n{t thou thy felf with Spirits of Heav'n,
Hell. doom'd, and breath’ft ‘defiance here and fcorn.
Where I reignKing, and to efirage thee more,
Thy King and Lord ?. Back to thy punifhment,.
Falle fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings,
Leaft with a whip of Scorpions Ipurfue ,
Thy lingring, or with one firokc of this Dart -
Strange horror feife thee,and pangs unfelt befofe:
So fpake the grieflie terrour,and in fhape, '
So fpeaking and fothréatning, grewtenfold .

' More dreadful and deform : on th’ ather fide
Incentt with indignation Saran ftood
Unterrifid, and likea Comet burn'd,

That fires the length of Opbiucus huge .. .~

In th' Artick Sky, and from his horrid bair , .~

Shakes Peftilencc and Warr. - Eachat the Head

Teveld bisdeadlysime chic il bands
. N N a



Book IL Paradife Lok, 49
No fecond ftroke intend, and fuch afrown
Each caft at th’ other, as when two black Clouds -
With Heav'ns Artillery fraught, comerattlingon
Over the Cafpian, then ftand front to front
Hov'ring a fpace, till Winds the fignal blow
&o joyn thir dark Encounter inmid airz -
So frownd the mighty Combatants, that Hell
Grew darker at thir frown, fo marche they ftood 5
- For never but once more was either like N
To meet fo great a foe: and now great deeds
Had been achiev'd, whereof all Hell had rung;
Had not the Snakie Sorcerefs thatfat
Faftby Hell Gate, and kept the fatal Key, -~
Ris'n, and with hideous outcry rufh'd between:
O Father, what intends thy hand, fhe ery'd;
Againft thy only Son? What fury O Son,
* Poffefles thee to bend that mortal Dart
- Againft thy Fathers head # and know'ft fot whom
For him who fits above and liughsthe while
At thee ordain‘'d his drudge, to éxecute
What e're his wrath, which he calls Juftice, bids;
His wrath which one day will deftroy ye both.
.- She fpake, and at her words the hellith Peft
JForbore, thgn thefe to het Saran rettiin'd s .
So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrangé
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds
_ What itintends ; till firft I know of thee;
What thing thouart, thus double:form'd; atid why
Inthis infernal Vaile firt metchoucall't .
MeFather, and that Fantafm call't my Son?
I knowthee not, nor ever faw tillnow
Sight more detef able then him and thee: |
B ¥ whom

&
7

.
-
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T whom thugthe Portrefs of Hell Gate reply'd 5
Haft thon forgot me then, and do I feem
" Now in thine eye fo foul, once deemd fo fair
In Heav'n, when at th’ Affembly, and in fight
Of all the Seraphim with thee combin’d
In bold confpiracy againft Heav'ns King,
. ‘All on a fudden miferable pain s ‘
‘ Su:riptis‘d thee,dim thine eyes, and dizzie fwumm
In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft
Threw forth, till on the left fide op’ning wide,
Likeft to thee in fhape and count’nance bright,
Then (hining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm’d
Out of thy headIfprung: amazement feis'd
Allth’ Hoft of Heav'n; back they recoild affraid
“At firft, and call'd me Sin, and for a Sign-
Portentous held me ; but familiar grown,
I pleas'd, and with attra&ive graces won
The moft averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft
‘Thy felf in me thy perfect image viewing
Becam'ft enamour’d, and fuch joy thou teok't
With mein fecret, that my womb conceiv'd
A growing burden. Mean while VVarr arofe; ‘
And flelds were foughtin Heav'n; wherei$ remaind-
( For whatcouldelfe ) to our Ahnighq’l}dc '
Cleer Vicory, to our part lofs and rout¥
Throughall the Empyrean : down they fell
‘Driv'n headlong from the Pitch of Heaven, down
Into this Deep, and in the general fall
T alfo; at whichtime this powerful Key
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep
Thefe Gates for ever fhur, whichnone can pafs
VVithout my op'ning. Penfive here I far
Alone, butlodgIfar for, till my womb .
. : Preghant
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Pregonti bymhw, anil now exeeflive. grown.
Prodigious metion felt andirueful throes.
At laft this adiousoffspiing whorn thon Feeft
Thidie oninbegosten, bncaking violent way

- Tose thnongh my entpails, -thar with fear and pain

A Dni’coxmsh, alJ; my nethex.fhape thus grew

Transforma'd : but he edyrinbred enemie -

Farthiflu'd, bnandtfhmg his fatal Dart
Made to deftroy : Ifled, and cry’dout Dearh ;

_Hell ttembl d at the hxdeons Name, and hd

From all hae Caves, and back refounded Dearh,

I fled, but bepurfu'd ( thougli more, it fectns,
Inflam’d with laft them vage ) and fwifter far, ’
Mee overtaok hismother all difmaid, -

And in embraces forcibleand foule

Ingendring withme, of that rape begot

Thefe yelling Monfters thae with ceaflefs cr
Surrouridme, asthowfawit, hourly conceiv'd

And houtly born; with forrow. infinite.

To me, for when they liftinto thewomb. :
That bred:them they remirn,and howle and:gndw
My Bowels, thir repaft ;, then burfting foxth

A frefh with confcious terrours vex me rouud

- ‘Thatreft or mtcxmnﬂion none I find.

Beforemine eyes in oppofition fits -

Grim Deathmy Sonandfoe, who fets them ofi;

And me his Patent would.full foon devour

For wane.of other prey, butthat heknows =

His end with mine involvd; and knows that T’

Should prove a bitter Morfel,, and his bané,

VVhenever that fhall be; fo Fate pronourc’d.

But thou O Father; 1 forcwarn thee, [hun

His deadlyarrow; neither vainly hope -

Tobe invulnerable in thofe bright Atms, :
, E z R Though

e e w
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. Though temper'd heav'nly for that mortal dint,
Save be who reignsabove, none can refift.
she finifh'd, and che futtle Fiend his lore
Soon lcarnd, now milder, and thus anfwerd fmooth,
Dear Daughter, {ince thou claim't me for thy Sire,
And my fair Son here fhowft me, the dear pledge
Of dalliance had with thee in‘Heav'n, and joys
Then fweet, now fad to mention, through Jire change
Befalln us unforefeen, unthought of, know -
I come no enemie, but to fet free .
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain, -
Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly Hoft
- Of Spirits thatin our juft pretenfesarm'd
Fell with us from onhigh: fromthem I go
This uncouth errand fole, and one for all
My felf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void immenfe
To fearch with wandring queft a place foretold
Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now
Created vaft and round, aplaceof blifs °
Inthe Pourlieues of Heav’n, and therein plac'e
A race of upftart Creatures, to fupply
Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov’d,
Leaft Heav’n furcbarg'd with potent multitude
Might hap to move new broiles : Bz this or aughe
Then this more fecret now defign'd, I hafte
To know, and this once known, fhall foon return,
~ And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen
VVing filently the buxom Air, imbalm'd
VVithodours, there ye fhall be fed and fill'd -
Immeafurably, all things fhall be your prey.,
Heceis'd, for both feemd highly pleafd, and Death
~ Grinnd horrible 2 gaft'y fmile, to hear i
, : is
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His famine fhould be fill’d, and bleft his mawe
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoycd

- His mother bad, and thus befpake her Sire, :

- Thekey of thisinfernal Pit by due,

And by command of Heav'ns all-powerful King

I keep, by him forbidden tounlock = -

Thefe Adamantine Gates ; againftall force

Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart,

Fearlefs to be o’rmatche by living might.

But what ow I'to his commands above

‘Who hates me, and hath hither thralt me down

Into this gloom of Tartarss profound, ’

To fit in hateful Qffice. here confind,

Inhabirant of Heav'n, and heav’nlie-born,

- Herein perpetual agonie and pain,

With terrors and with clamors compafst round

Of mine own brood, that on.my bowels feed 2

Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou

My being gav’ft me y whom thould Iobey

But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon -

To that new world of light and blifs, among

The Gods who liveat eafe, where T fhall Reign

At thy right hand voluptuous; asbefeems

Thy daughter and thy darling, without end.

Thusfaying, from her {idethe faral Key, .

Sad inftrumeptof all our woe, fhe rooks
And towards the Gate rouling her beftial train,
Forthwith the huge Porcullis high up drew,..
Which but her felf not all the Stygzan powers
Couldonce have mov’d ; thenin :ge key-hole turns

Th'intricate wards, and every Bolt and Bar -
Of maffic Iron or follid Rock with eafe

Unfalt’ns: onafuddenop’nflie

With impetuous recoile and jarring found .
o E 3. ' JThH ine
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- Th' inferng] dores, and on thir hinges grate :
* Harfh Thunder, that the loweft bettom fhook
Of Erebus. She op’nd, but to fhat T
Excel'd her power; the Gates wide op'n ftood, -
That with extended wings 2 Batinerd Hot
Under fpread Enfigns marching might pafs through
With Horfe and Charioss rankt in loofe array 5 '
So wide they ftood, and like a Furpace mouth -
Caft forth redounding fmoak and ruddy flame.
~Before thir eyes in fudden view appear
iThe fecrets of the hoarie deep, adark
_ Illimitable Ocean without bound, ‘~
Without dimenfion, where length,breadth.& highth,
‘And time and place are loft; where eldeft Night
And Chaos, Anceftors of Nature, hold .
Eternal Anarchie, amidft the noife
Of endlefs Watrs, and by confufion ftand.
For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four Champions: fierce
Strive here for Maiftric, and to Battel bring -
. Thir embryon Atoms 5 they around the flag  ~
~Of each his Faction, in thir feveral Clanns,
Light.arm'd or heavy, fharp, fmooth , fwift or flow,
Swarm populous, unnumber’d as the Sands -
Of Barcaor Cyrene’s torrid foil, 4
Levied to fide with warring Winds, and poife -
- Thir lighter wings. To whom thefe mott adhere,
Hee rules amoment s Chaos Umpire fits, ‘
And by decifion more imbroiles the fray
By which he Reigns: next himhigh Arbiter
‘Clmgce'governs all. Into this wilde Abyfs,
The Wamb of nature and perhaps her Grave,
(Of neicher Sea, nor Shore, nor Air, nor Fire,
But all thefe in thir pregnant caufes mixt
- Confusdly, and which thus mult ever fight, =
AT T S e T Uales
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‘Unlefs th Almighty Maker them ordain .
His dark marerials to create more Worlds,
Into this wild Abyfs the warie fiend
Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a while,
Pondering his Voyage ; for no narrow frith
He had to crofs. Nor was his eare lefs peal'd
With noifes loud and ruinous ( to compare
Great things with fmall ) then when Beflona ftorhs,
- With all her battering Enﬁines bent to rafe
Som Capital City 3 or lefs thenif thisframe
OF Heat'n were falling, and thefe Elements -
In mutinie had from her Axletorn : N
The ftedfaft Earth. Aclaft his Sail-broad Vannes
He fpreads for flight, and in the furging fmoak .
Uplifted fpurns the ground, thence many a League
Asin a cloudy Chair afcending rides ' ‘
Audacious; but that feat foon failing, meets
A vaft vacuitie : all unawares -
Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops
Ten thoufand fadom dgep, and to this hour
Down had been falling, had not by,ill chance
The ftrong rebuff of fom tumultuous cloud
Inftin& with Fiye and Nitre hurried him-~ -
As many miles aloft : that furie ftay’d,
Quencht in a Boggie Syrtss, neither Sea,
Nor good dry Land : nigh founderd on he fares,
‘Treading the crude conliftence, half on foot,: .
Half flying ; behoves him now both Oare and Saile.
As when a Gryfon through the Wildernefs ‘
With winged courfe ore Hill or moarie Dale, .
* Purfues the Arima?iaz‘n, who. by ftelth
Had from his waketul cuftody purloind
The guarded Gold : *So eagerly the fiend .
Ore bog or fteep, through ftrait;rough denfe,or rare,

»
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With head, hands, wings or feet purfues his way,
And fwims or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flyes ;
* At length a univerfal hubbub wilde '

Of ftunning foundsand voices all confus'd

Born thropgh the hollow dark affaulgs his eare” -
With loudeft vehemence : thither he plyes,
“Undaunted to meet there what ever power

Or $pirit of the nethermoft Abyfs

Might in that noife refide, of whomto ask
Whichway the negreft coaft of darknefs lyes

- Bordering on light ; when ftrait behold the Throne |

- OF Chaos, and his dark Pavilion fpread

Wide on the wafteful Deep ; with him Enthron'd -

Sat Sable-vefted Night, eldeft of things,
Th¢ Confort of his Reign ; a:.d by them ftood
Orcus and _Ades, and the dreaded name
Of Demagorgon; Rumor next and Change,
And Tumnlr and Con{uﬁ‘m allimbroild,
And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths,
T’ whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powers

And Spirits of this nethermoft Abyfs,
Chaos and angient 'in;%ht, Icome no Spy,
With purpofe to explore or to difturb
The fecrets of your Realm, but by confiraint

" Wandring this darkfome Defart, as iny way,
Lies through your fpacious Empire up to light,
Alone, and without guide, half loft, Ifeek

What readielt path leads where your gloomie bounds

Confine with Heav'n ; or if fom other placg
- From yoyr Dominion won, th’ Ethereal King
Poffefles lately, tbither toarrive ’
+Jeravel this profound, dire® my courfe ;
directed no mean recompence it brings
o yourbeloof, if Ithat Region loft,

All
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All ufurpation thence expell'd, reduce

To her original darknefs and your fway -

( Which is my prefent jonrney )-and once more -
Ere® the Standard there of angient Night 5
Yours be th” advantage all, mine the revenge,
Thus Satan; and him thus the Anaxch old \

With faultring fpeech and vifage incomposd, .~ -
Anfwer'd. T know thee, firanger, who thou aft;~—
That mighty leading Angel, who of late _
Made head againft Heav’ns King, though overthrown,
Ifaw and heard, for fucha numerous Hoft

Fled not in filence through the frighted desp
VVith ruin upon ruin, routon rout,

Confufion worfe confounded ; and Heav'n Gates
Pourd out by millions her viGorious Bands
Parfuing. I uponmy Frontieres here

Keep refidence ; if all I can will ferve,

That lictle which is left fo tq defend, ,

- Encroacht on ftill through eur inteftine broiles
. VVeakning the Scepter of old Nigkt: firft Hell
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath ;
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another VVorld
Hung ore my Realm, link’d in a golden Chain

To that fide Heav'n from whence your Legions fell
If that way be your walk, you have not farr ;

So much the neerer danger ; go and fpeed ;

Havock and fpoil and ruin are my gain. P

- He ceas'd; and Saran ftaid not to reply,

But glad that now his Sea thould find a (hore,
VVith frefh alacritie and force renew'd
Springs upward like a Pyramid of fire

Into the wilde expanfe, and through the fhock
Of ﬁghtijgg Elements, on all fides round
Eunviron'd wins his way ; harder befec And '

: ' n

-
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And more endaniger'd, then when Arge pafs'd
Through Bofporus betwikt the jultling Rocks
Or when Ulyffes on the Larbord fhunnd
Charybdis, and by th’ other whirlpodl fteard. -
. So hewithdifficulty and labour hard
“Mov'd on, withdifficulry and labour hee
But hee once paft, foon aftér when man fell,
Strange alteration! Sinand Death amain
Following his track, fach was the will of Heav'n,
Pav'd after him abroad and beat'n way
Over the dark Abyfs, whofe boiling Gulf -
Tamely endur'd a Bridge of wondtous length
From Hell continu’d reaching th’ urmoft Orbe :
Of thiis frail VVorld y by which the Spirits perverfe
VVith eafie intercourfe pafs to and fro
To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace,
But nowat laft the facred influence
(Of light appears, and from thé walls of Heav'n
Shoots firt into the bofom of dimNight - -
A glimmering dawn; here Nature firft-begins
Her fardeft verge, and Chaos toretite” =
Asfrom her ourmoft works a brok'd foe
VVith tumult lefs and with lefs hoftile din,
That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe
VVafts on the calter wave by dubious light
And like 2 weather-béaten Veffel holds
Gladly the Port, thoygh Shrouds and Tackle torn;
Or in the emprier wafte, refembling Air,
VVeighs his fpread wings, at leafure to behold
Farr off th’ Empyreal Heav'n, excended wide
In circuir, uiidetermind fquare or round,
VVith Opal Tewrs and Battléments adorn'd
Of living Saphire, once his native Sear; - o
. v _ 15 bative > And
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And faft by hanging in a golden Chain

This pendant world, inhjgnefs as a Starr _

Of fmaljeft Magnitude clbfe l;x the Moem, .- -
Thithet full fraught with mifchievews revenge,
Accurflt, and in a curfed hour he hies -

~The End of the Second Book.

*
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BOOK IIL

THE ARGUMENT.

Ged fitting on bis Throne fees Satan flying towards this
‘world, then vewly created; [hews bim to the Son
who fat at his right band; foretells the fuccefs of
Satan sn perverting mankind; clears his own fuftice
and Wifdom from all imputasion , baving created
Man free and able enongh to have withftovd bisTemp-
rer 3 yet declares bis purpofe of grace'sowards bim, sn
vegard he fell not of his own malice, as did Satan, but

" by bim feducts The Son of God renders prasfesto
bis Father for the manifcfiation of bis gracions pur-
pofe towards Man; bur God again declares, thas
Grice cannot be exteyded towards Man without the
favisfaltion of divine Tufbice ; Man bath offended
the majelty of Godby afpiring to God-head, and there-
fore with all his Progeny devotedto dearh must dye,
wnlefs fome ae canbe found [ufficient to ;fb[mr for
bis offence, and undergo bis Punifbment.  The Son of
‘God freely offers bimfelf 4 Ranfame for Man: 1he

a : -+ Father
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Father accepts him, ordains bis incarnation, pronoun-
~ces bis exaltation above all Namesin Heaver and
Earth 5 commands all the Angels to adore bim g
they obey, and hymning to thir Harpsin full Quire,
celebrate the Pather andthe Son. =~ MeanwhileSa-
tanalights upon the bare Convex of this Worlds onser-
most Orb 3 where wandring be firs¥ finds & place
fince calld The Lymbe of Vanity s whas perfans and -
things fly up thither 5 thence comes to the Gate of
Heaven, defcrib'd afcending by faires, and the wa-
ters above the Firmamens that flow abowt it : His
paffage thence tothe Orb of the Suny he finds there
uﬁéf the Regient of that Orb, but first changes.
bimfelf insothe [bape of a meaner Angel; and pre-.
tending a zealows defire to behold the new Creation
and Man whom God bad plac’t bere, snquires of bins
the place of bis habitation, andis direited ; alights -
first on Mount Niphates, -

Ail holy Light, ofspring of Heav'n firft-born,
§—48 Or of th'Eternal Coeternal beam
May I exprefs thee unblam'd? fince God
is lighe, SR
" And never but in unapproached light
Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee,
Bright effluence of bright effence increare.
Or hear'ft thou rather pure Ethereal fiream,
‘Whofe Fountain who (hall tell? before the Sun,
Before the Heavens thou wert,'and at the voice
Of God, as with aMantle didft inveft
- Therifingworld of water:dark and deep,

' Won from the void and formlefs infiiliee.
TheeIre.vifit now wich bolder wing, ]
Efcap’t the Stygian Pool, though long detain'd :
: , g . n
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In thar obfcuze fojourn, while in my flight

- Throngh user and through middle darknefs borne
With othex npres then to sh’ Orphean Lyre ;

) § M%.O,f Chags and Eterngl Night, ,

“Tanghs by the heav'nly. Mule to.venture down.

The daxk defcens; and up toreafcend,

Though hard and rage : thee Irevific fafe,

And feel thy fovran vital. Lamp ; but thoa -

Revifir'ft nof thefeeyes, thaprowlain vain -

- Tofind thy picrcing ray, and find no-dawn ;,

- So.thick adrop ferene hath quencht thir Orbs; -
Or dim fuffufion veild. =~ Yet not the more
Ceafe Ito wander wherg the Mnfes haunt
Cleer Spring, or fhadie Grove,.or Sunnie Hill,

- Smit, with the love of facred Song; but chief
Thee Sjon and the flowrie Brooksbeneath =
Thar walh tby hallowd feer, and warbling flow;,
Nightly Ivilic : nor fomtimes forget ‘
Thofe other two equal'd with me in Fate,

So were Legual'd:with them in renown,
Blind Thamyrss.and blind Meonides,

And Tirefias and Phineus Prophets old.
Then feed on thoughts, thar voluntarie move
Harmonious numbers ; asthe wakeful Bird

. Sings darkling, and in thadieft Covert hid

. Tunes her no&arnal Note. Thus with the Year

Seafons return, but not to me returns .

Day, orthe {fweer approach of Ev'n or Morn,

Or fight of vernal bloom, or Summers Rofe,
Or flocks, or heards, or human face divine ;

But cloud in ftead, and ever-during dark

. Surrounds me; fggm the chearful wayes of men

- Cat off, and for the Bouk of knowledg fair

Prefenced, with a Univerfal blanc - p‘
. N 0
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‘Of Natures works to mee ¢xpung'dandrasd, -

Andwifdome at one entrance quite fhut-out,
So much the rather thou Celeftial light - -
Shine inward, and the mind through allher powers
Irradiate, there plant eyes,allmitfrom thence
Purge and difperfe, that T may fee and tell
Of things invifiblé to mortal fight. ,

Now had the Almighty Father from above,

From the pure Empyrean where he fits - .
High Thron'd above all highth, bent down his eye,
His own works and their works at once toview:
About him all'the San@&itiesof Heaven -
Stood thick as Starrs,and from his fight receiv'd
Beatitude paft utterance ; on his righe .
The radiant image of his Glory fat, ‘

" Hisonely Son; On Earth he firft beheld
Our two firlt Parents, yet the onely two p
Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac,
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love,
Uninterrupted joy, unrivald love
Inblifsfhl folirude ; he then furvey'd
Hell and the Gulf between, and Satan there
Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this fide Nighe
In the dun Air fublime, and ready now
To ftoop with wearied wings, and willing feet
On the bare outfide of this World, that feem'd
Firm land imbofom’d without Firmament, - :

-~ Uncertain which, in-Ocean or in Air.
Him God beholding from his profpe& high,
W herein paft, prefent, futuxe he beholds,
Thus to his onely Son forefeeing fpake.

Onely begorten Son, feeft thou whadrage
Tranfports our adverfarie, whom no bounds
Prefcrib'd, ne barss of Hell, nor all the chains .

: Coe - Heapt

.
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Heapt on him there, nor yet the main Abyfs '
Wideinterrupt can hold ; fo bent he feems
On defparate reveng, that fhall redound
Upon his own rebellious head. And now
Through all refiraint broke loofe he wings his way
Not farr off Heav'n, in the Precin@s of light,
Dire&ly towardsthe new created World,
And Man there plac’t, with purpofe to affay
If him by force he can deftroy, or worfe,
By fome falfe guile pervert ; and fhall pervert
For man will hark'n to his glozing lyes,
And eafily tranfgrefs the fole Command,
Sole pledge of his obedience: Sowill fall, -
- Hee and his faithlefs Progenie; whofe fault ?
Whofe but his own ? ingrate, he had of mee
All he could have ; I made him juft and right;
. Sufficient to have ftood, though free tofalk
Such1 created all th’ Echereal Powers .
And Spirits, both them who ftood anid them who faild;
Frecly they ftood who food, and fell who fell.
- Not free, what proof could they have givn (incere
~ Of true allegiance, conftant Faith or Love,
Where onely what they needs muft do, appeard,
Not what they would? what praife ‘could they re=
W hat pleafure I from fuch obedience paid, - ( ceive 2
When Will and Reafon ( Reafon alfo is choice )
Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoild,
Made paffive both, had fexrvd neceffitie, .
Not mee. They therefore as to right belongd,
So were created, nor can juftly accafe
Thir maker, or thir making, or thir Fate ;
. Asif predeftingtion over-rul'd o '
Thir will, difpos'd by abfolute Decree
Or hfgh foreknowledge 5 they themfelves dccre’cdh
. Thi¥
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Thir own tevolt, not I¢ if I foreRnew, ~ ~:.
Foreknowledge hat no influence ontheir fawly, :
Which had no tefs:prov'd cereaifi ynforeknovmn: .~
Sowithout leaft infpulfe oxThadowof Fate, -

Or aughs by, me jmmutablie forefeen, . . 1 .

They trefpafs, Authors to themfelves'in all - .. .-

Both whar they judge and whatthey ¢hoofe 5 for fo
Iformd them free, and frée they maft 'remain, :- -~
Till they enthrall themfelves: T elfemuft charigé
Thir nature,and revoke the high Decrée - -
Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordaind .-
Thir freedom, they themfelveswordain’d thir fally’
The firft fortby thit own fuggeftionfell, - -
Self-tempted, felf-deprav'd : Man falls deceivid:

By the other firft : :Man therefore fhall find grace; -
The other nonet in Mercy and. Jiitice both, - - .
Through Heav'n and Earth, fo fhall my glotie excel;
But Mercy firft and laft fhall brighteft fhine; . °°
Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrancefill'd
All Heav'n, and in the bleffed Spirits ele& :
Senfe of néw joy ineffable diffusds .. -
Beyond compare the Son of God wasfeen - ..
Mot glorious, in him 4ll his Father fhon U e
Subftantially exprefs'd, andiin- hisface =
Divine compaffion vifibly appeérd; = - A
Love without énd; and without meafuré Grace, 3
Which uttering thus héto his Father fpake. .

. O Father, gracious wasthat word whichclosd
Thy fovran fentence, that Man fhould find grace; - -
For whichboth Heat’g and Earch fhall high exroll
Thy praifes, with th’ innurnerable found =~ = |
Of Hymus. andfacred Songd, whetewith thy Throne
Encompafs'd (hall:refotrid theéever bleft. -
For (lHould Min firially be loft, hould Man . ...

S By T

.
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: creatute late folov'd, thy yomngefiSon-

I-‘al circuravented chuts by fraud, thougb joynd
. With bis ownfolly 2 chat be fromtheefdrnn; .
That farr be from thee, Father, whe att iudg
* Of all things made, and judgeft-onely. ught L

Or fhall the Adverfarie thus obrain - .-~ ..
Hisend, and fruftrate thine, fhallhe: fudfill . - -
His mafme, and thy.goodnefs bring 10 mught, o
Or prayd return though to. his heavier: dooms,

Yet with revenge accomplifh’t and co Hell -

Draw after him the whole Race of mankind,

By hitn corrupteit2 -or wilt thott thy felf -
Aboliththy Creation, and unmake,

For hith; what for.thy glorie thost haft made

So faewld thy gaodnefsand thy greatnefs both

Be queftjond and blafpheam’d without defence. -

/%o whom the greatCrearour thus reply'd. = -
'O Son, inwhommySoud hath chief dcljgbt, e
Sbni! Qf saybefom, Son.who art alone: .o
My word, my wifdom, and effectual mnght..

All hatt thou {fpokn as‘miy-thoughts are, all

As my Ereraal purpof@ hath decreed ; -

Man fhallnot guine be foft, but fav'd Who wxlh.

Yet not of will in him, bag grace inme .

Freely voutfaft; once more I will erew -

His lapfed powers, though forfeit and cmhralld

By fintofoul exorbicant defires; . .
“Uplield by me, yer onge more he fhall ftand

Oneven ground againit his mortalfoe, @ -

By me upheld, that be may kagw how fralf
H s fall'n condition is, and to me ow .

All hip delivrance, and to none bu:mc

Some I hiave chofen of- peculiar: graec

E! :& aboye the rcﬁ y fois sy Wa.ll . h..

: The
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“I'he reft fhall hear e call, dnd oft be warnd -
Thir finfu) fate,and ro appeafe betimes ‘
Th’ incenfed Denie, while offerd grace
Invites ; far I will cleer chir fenfes dark,
What may: fuffice, and foft'n ftonie hearts
To pray, repeat, and bring obedience due."
ToPrayer, repentance, and obedience due,
Though but endevord wich finceve intens, -~ .
Mine ear fhall not be flow, mine eye not (hne; -+
And Iwill placewithin them asa guide =~ . -
My Umpire Confcienve, whom if chey will hear; S
Lighe after light well us'd they fhall attain, .
And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. S
This tay long fufferance and my day of grace
They who neglect and fcorn, fhall never tafte §
But hatd be hard'nd, blind be blinded more, *
That they may ftumble on, and deeper &all
And none but, fuchfrom mercy I exclude,
- Bue yet all is not don; Man difobeying,
Difloyal breaks his fealtie, and finns
Againft the high Supremacie’of Heav'n,
Affe@ing God-head, and fo loofing all,
To expiate his Treafon hath naught left,
But to deftru®ion facred and devote,
He with hjs whole potteritie muft dye,
Dye hee or Juftice muft ; tinlefsfor him
Som other able, and as willing, pay
_The rigid fatisfation, death for death,
Say Heav'nly powers, where fhall we find fuch fové;
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem .
Mans mortal crime, and juft th’ unjuft tofave, 2
Dwels in all Heaven charitie fo deare ? .
He ask’d, but all the Heav'nly Quire ftood mirte,
And filencewasin Heav'ni on mansbehalf
»,  Fa=a T 77 Patrod
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Patron or Interceffor none appeerd,

Much lefs that durft apon his own head draw

The deadly forfeiture, and ranforh fet.

And now without redemption all mankind -
_ Mutft have bin loft, adjudg'd to Death and Heil
" By doom fevere, had not the Son of Ged,

In whom the fulnefs dwels of love divine,

His deareft mediationthus renewd. \

Father, thy word is paft, man fhallfind grace ;
"And fhall grace not find means, that finds her way,
The f?eedicﬁ of thy winged meffengers;

To vilit all thy creatures, and toalk -
Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, urfought,
Happie for man, fo coming ; he her aide
Can neyer feck, once dead in fins and loft ;
Attonement fot himfelf or offering meet,
* Indebted and undon, hathnone to bring : -
Behold mee then, mee for him, life for life -
Toffer, onmee let chine angex fall ;
Account mee man y I for his fake will leave
Thy bofom, and this glorie next to thee
Freely put off, and for him laftly dye L
‘Well pleas'd, on me let Death wreck all his rage 5
Under his gloomie power I fhall not long '
Lie vanquifhe ; thou haft givn me to poflefs
Life in my felf for ever, by thee I live,
Though now to DeathI yield, and am his due
~ Alltharof me candie, yet that debt paid,
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfom grave
His prey, nor fuffer my upfpotted Soule
For ever with corruption there to dwell 5
But I fhall rife Vi&torious, and fubdue
My vanquither, {poild of hisvanted fpoile;
Death his deaths wound fhall then receive, and ftoop’
Inglorious, of hismortall fting difarmd, = I
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I through the amplé Airin Triumph high ..
Shall lead Hell Captive maugre Hell, and thow | -
The powers of darknefsbound. Thou at the fight;
Pleas’'d, out of Heaven fhalt look down and fi milg,}, oy

h

While by thee rais'd I ruin all my Foes, B
Death laft, and with his Carcafs glut the Gravgs: . -,
Then with the multitude of my redeemd :
Shall enter Heaven Jong abfent, and returne, , -
Father, tofee thy face, wherein nocloud -, .
Of anger fhall remain, but peace afflurd, .
And reconcilement ; wrauth fhall be no more '«
Thenceforth, but in thy -prefence Joy entire, i
His words here ended, but his meek afped
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd immortal love
To morral men, above which only fhon
‘Filial obedience : asa facrifice =~
*Glad to be offer'd, he attendsthewill .
Of his great Father. Admirationfeisd- .
All Heav'n, what this might mean, and whither tend
Wondring ; but foon th’ Almighty thus reply'd;
O thou in Heav'n and Earththe only peace . -
'Found out for mankind under wrauth, Othou
My fole congplacence ! wellthou know'ft how dear, -
To meare all my works, nor Man theleat = ~
- Though laft created, that for him I fpare -
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave, . .
By loofing thee 2 while, the whole Raceloft. =~ . .
Thou therefore whom thou only canft redeem;” = .
Thir Nature alfo to thy Nature joyn; G
And be thy felf Man among men on Earth,
Made fieth, when time fhallbe, of Virginfeed, ~
By wondrous birth : Be thou in Adamsroom " -
The Head of all mankind, though 4dams Son.
Asin him perifh all men, fo in thee _

[
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‘As from a fecond rootfhall be reffor'd, L
As many as are reftor’d, without thee none. .

His crime makes guitrie all his Sons, thy meri¢
Imputéd thall abfolve them who rendunee
{Thir own both righteous and unrightzous deeds, -
‘And live inthee t¥anfplatiéed, and from thee
Receive new life.  SoMan, as ismoft juft,
Shall fatisfie for Man, be-judg'd and die,

And dying rife, and - rifing with himraife

His Brethren, ranford with his owndear life.
So Heav'nly love fhall ourdoo Helliflyhate
Giving to death, and dying to redeetne,
Sodearly to redeem what Hellifh hate

" So eafily deftroy’d, and 'ftill deftroyes

In thofe who, when they'may, aecept net grace,

Nor fhalt thou by defcending to affame '

Mans Nature, lefs’n or degrade thine owne, '

Becaufe thou haft, though Thron'd in higheft blifs

Equal to God, and equilly enjoying o

God-like fruition, quitted all ro fave

A World from utter lofs, and haft been found

By Mérit more then Birthright Sonof God,

Found wotthieft to befo by being Good,

Farr morethen Grear or High ; becaufe in thee

Love hath abounded more then Glory abounds,

Thercfore thy Humiliation fhall exale - .

With thee thy Manhood alfe to this Throne

Here fhate thou fit incarnate, here fhaleReign '

Both God and Man, Sonboth of God and Mao,

‘Anointed univerfal King ; all Power

I givethee, reign for ever, and affume

Thy Merits ; under thee as Head Supream

Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce 3

Al knees to thee flall bow, of them that bide
: In

e
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Yn Heavert, ¢¢ Eitth, or imder Egtéh in Hell; 2L«
'When thou atténded glorioufly fom Heav'n:~ ~1 3 ’
Shalt #n the Sky appeer, and fiom theefend- -
The fammoning Arch- Angels to-broclaime -~
Thy dread Tribunal : forthwith from 2l Wiﬁdes ,
The living, and forthwith the-citeddead -
Of all palt Ages to the gentral Doom R DTN T
Shall haﬂ n, fuch a peal fhall ronfe thir fleep, 1725
Then all thy Saints iffembl’d, ithon fhalc udge
Bad men and Angels, they’ arrmghdfhall fink °
Beneath thy Sentence ; Hell hér numbers Afll;
Thencefortifhallbe for ever fhue. Mean wh%k
“The World {1 Yirhi; and frotti hes afhes ftin
New Heav'n and Brth, wheréin the. ju& fhall eﬂ'
And after alf inr fribulations fong -t
See golden days;fhditful of goldm*dbeds L omsibn 35
With Joy anid-Eave trivmphing; and fair ’!?l -
Then thou thy regal Scepter fhalilay by, * ‘, G
For regal Sccgm‘—‘@ben o more thaH need, i |
God fhallbe All in All, But dll'yé Gode,
Adore him, who to compafs alt thifs dies; -
Adore the Sén, £8d honoir hith as mee, "' den
No fo-ner had th' Almiglity ‘ceas't, Bue it

The multitede of Angels- withoa Thous 2.
Loud as féom numibers withious number - fiveet
Asfrom ble¥voices, ttteting joy. Heav 'n rimg b
With Jubilee, and-loud Hofakna's fild. .2 <
Th' eternal Regions: lowly fevetenr = &
Towqfds either Throne ehéy bew; and to sﬁe gtonnd
With{olesn addration downthey eaft -

Thir Crownsinwove with Amarant and Go'[d

Immortal Anyirant, a Flou¥ which-once -

In Paradife, fift by the Free of Life .
3 Began to bloom, but foon formans offence

Iﬂ
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fl‘o Heav nremov/d whesefieft it gtpw‘,thsregtows,, -

And flours aloft fhading the Fouat of Life,.

‘And where thegiver of Blifs.shrough midft of Heavn

Rowlso're Elzﬁan Flours her Amber fiream 5
With t,hs(g that pever fade the Spiritsele®

Bind thir refplendent locks inwreath’d with beams, -‘-
Now in Joofe Gaglands thick thrown off, the bright. - o

Pavement thaplike a Sea of Jafper fhan "

........

Impurp_l dwith Celeftial Rofes ftml d,, .

Then Crawn'd again. thir.gold'n Harps tb.ey took, .

Harps eyerund, that glictering by thix fide
Like Qgivers tnmg, and with Praamble fwccl;

- Of chgmlrng fymphanie they introduce: - ;.
Thir facred Song, and:waken raptures b_;gb

No voice exempt, nayoice but well could joine -
Melodions part, fachconcord isin Heav'n.

* Thet Father firft they: ﬁmg Qmmpotmt,
Immutable, Immogta), Infinite, - : .. ...
Eternal King; theg Author of all beipg;

. Fountain of Light,thy felf invifible

Amidft the glerious brightnefs where thou firfk
Thron'd inacceffible, bug when thon fhad'fk

M ¥

‘The full blaze of thy beams, and througha clohd

Drawn round abeur thee like a radlanr,ﬁhrme

* Dark with exceffive bright thy skirts: APPSErS.

Yer dazlgHeav'n, that xgbgcﬂ: Seraphigv |,

‘Thee next they fang of all Creation firft, -
Bcgouen Son, Divine Snmn‘luude, e

Inwhofe con(pncueae connt’nance, wnhout doua
Made vifible, th’ A!;n;ghty Eathcr thines,
Whom elfe no Greature can behold ; on thee
Tmprefst the effulgence;of his Glom abldes,
Transfus don thcc hxs atpplc Spmt rae&s. R

-
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Hee Heav'nof Heavensandall the Powers therein
By thee'created, and by thee threw down '~
TY\’ afpiring Domjnarions :: thou that day

Thy Fathers dreadful Thunder.didft not fpare,

Nor ftop thy flaming Chariot wheels, that fhook
Heav'ns everlafting Frame, while o’re the necks
Thoudrov'lt of warring Angels difarraid. -

Back from purfuit thy Powers with loud acclaime
Thee only exroll'd, Son of thy Fathers might,

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes,

Not fo onMan ; himthroygh their malice fall'n,
Father of Mercie and Grace, thou didft not doome -
So firi&ly, but much more to pitie encline '
No fooner did thy dear and onely Son . ,
Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail Man

So ftri&ly, but much more to pitieenclin'd,

He to appeafe thy wranch, and end the firife

Of Mercy and Juftice inthy face difcern'd,
Regardlefs of the Blifs wherein hee fat

Second to thee, offerd himfelf to die -
- For mans offence. Qunexampl'd love, _
Love no where to be found lefs then Divipe !

Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name

Shall be the copious matter of my S'()'ngil

Henceforsh; and, neyer fhall my Harp thy praife
Forget, nor from thy Fathers praife disjoine. =~

Thus they in Heav'n, above the ftarry Sphear, -

Thir happie hoursin joy and hymning fpent.
Mean while uponthe firm opacous Globg -
Of thisrouynd World, whofe firft convex divides
The luminousinferior Orbs, enclosd - '
From Chaos and th’ inroad of Darknefs old,

-Satan alighted walks :- 2. Globe farr off

It feem'd, now feems a boundlefs Continent
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Dark, wafte, and wild, under the frowh of Night
Starlefs expos'd, and ever-threaning ftorms - -
Of Chaos bluﬁrin%;coﬁnd; inclement skté; - U°
Save on that fide which from the wall of Heav'i .-
Though diftant farr fom fmalt refletion gaines.
- Of glimmering airlefs vext with rempeftlond: -
. Here walk'd tlﬁfien‘d at largein fpacious field. :
As when a Vultar' on Imaus bred, R
Whofe fnowie ridge the roving Tartar bounds, - -
Diflodging from a Re%ion‘fcarcc ofprey -
To gorge rhe flcfh of Lambs or yeanling Kids ~
On Hillswhere Flocks are fed fltes toward the'Springs
Of Ganges or Hydaffes, Indian fireams;  ~
But in his way lights on the barren Plaines
Of Sericana, where Chinefes drive | e
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light 2 -~
So on this windie Seaof Land, the Fiend - C
Walk’d up and down alone bent on his prey,
Alone, for other Creature in this place
Living or livelefs to be found was none,
None yet, but ffore hereafter froth the carth
Up hither like Aereal vapours flew ’
~ Of all things tranfitorie and vain, when Sio

With vanity had fifld the works of men: -
Both all things vain, and all who in vainthings-
Buile thir fond hopes of Glorie ot lafting fame,”
Or happinefs in this or th’ otherlife; S
All who have thix reward on Earth, the fruits -~
Of pajsful Superftition and blind Zedt, ~ =
Naught feeking but the praife of men, berefind = -
Fit retribution, eémptic as chir deeds; = ¢
Allth’ unaccomplitht works of Natgres hand, .~
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mxr,: ‘
Diflolvd on Earth, fleet hither, and i vain, -
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"And flutterd into Raggs, then Reliques, Beads,
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Till final diffolution, wander here, S
Not in the neighbouring Moon, as fomethave dreamd;

_Thofe argent Fields"more likely habitants,

Tranflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold
Betwixe th’ Angelical and Human kinde ;
Hither of ill-joynd Sonsand Daughters born -
Firf from the ancient World thofe Giants came
‘With many a vain exploit, though thenrenownd ;
‘The builders next of Babelon the Plain

Of Sennaar, and ftill with vain defigne

" New Babeis, had they wherewithall, would b‘ﬁi!d :

Others came {ingle; he whe to be deemd
A God, leap'd fondly into . £rna flames,
Empedocles, and hee who to enjoy
Plato’s Elyfium, leap'd into the Sea,
Cleombratus, andmany more oo long,
Embryo’s and Idiots, Exemits and Friers -
‘White, Black and Grey, withall thir crumperie,
Here Pilgrims roam, that ftray’d fo farr to feek -
InGolgotha himdead, who livesin Heav'n; '
And they who ta be fure of Paradife

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic,

Or in Frangifgan think to pafs difguisd;

They pafs the Planets feven, and pafs the fixt;
And that Cryftalline Sphear whofe ballance weighs
The Frepidation talke, and that firtmovd;
And now Saint Peter at Heav'ns Wicker feems

To wait them with his Keys, and now at foor -
Of Heav'ns afcent they lift thirFeet, whenloe -

A violent crofs wind from either Coaft i
Blows themn tranfvetfe ten thoufand Feagues awry
Into thedevious Air ; thenmightyefee
Cowles, Hoods and Habits with shir wearers toft

’

-
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Indulgences, Difpenfes, Pardens, Bulls, =~ = .
The fport of Winds: all thefe upwhirld aloft.
Fly o're thebackfide of the World farr off
- Into a Limbe large and broad, fince calld
The Paradife of Fools, to few nnknown -
Long after, now unpeopl’d, and untrod ; ,
All shis dark Globe the Fiend found as he pafs'd,
And long he wanderd, tjll at laft a gleame .
Of dawning light turnd thither-ward in hafte -
His travell’d fteps; farr diftant he defcries
- Afcending by degrees magnificent
Up to the wall of Heaven a Structure high,
~ At top whereof, but farr more rich appeerd

The work as of aKingly Palace Gate
With Frontifpice of Diamond and Gold
Imbellifht, thick with fparkling oriepr Gemmes
The Portal fhon, inimitable on Earth -
By Medel, or by fhading Pencil drawn,
;The Stdirs were fuch as whereon Facob faw
Angelsafcending and defcending, bands '
Of Guardians bright, when hefrom Efau fled
X0 Padan- Araminthe field of Luz, =~
Dreaming by night under.the open Skie,
And waking crid, This is the Gate of Heav'n
Each Stair myfterioufly was meant, nor flood
There alwayes, but drawn uyp to Heav’n fomtimes-
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright Sea flow'd
Of Jafper, orof liquid Pearle, whereon
Who after came from Earth, fayling arrivd,
Wafted by Angels, or flew o're the Lake
- Raptin a Chariot drawn by fiery Steeds,

The Stairs were thenlet down, whether to dare -

The Fiend by eafie afcent, or aggravate.

- His fad exclufionfrom the dores of Blifs.

Dir‘e&__‘



Dite& againft which op'nd from beneath,
Juft o're the blifsful feat of Paradife, .
A paffage downso ¢h’ Earth, a paffage wide,
- Wider by farr thenthatof after-times =~
Over Mount Ssen, and, though that were large, -
Over the Promis'd Land to God {o dear, :
By which, to vifit oft thofe happy Tribes, -
On high behefts his Angels to and fro o
“Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard
From Paneas the fount of Jordans flood
To Beerfaba; where the Hely Land
Borders on e £gypt and she Arabian thoare ;.
- Sowide the op'ning feemd, where bounds were fet
To darknefs, fuch asbound the Ocean wave.
Satan from hence now on the lower ftair
That fcal'd by fteps of Gold to Heav’n Gate
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view b
Of all this World atonce, As when a Scout '
Through dark and defart wayes with peril goné
Allnight; atlaft by break of chearful dawne -
Obrains the brow of fome high-climbing Hill,
‘Which to his eye difcovers unaware o
- The goodly profpe& of fome forein-land .
- Firft-feen, or fome renown'd Metropolis
With gliftering Spires and Pinnacles adornd, :
‘Which now the Rifing Sun guilds with his beams:  *
Such wonder {eis’d; though after Heaven feen,
The Spirit maligne; but much more envy feisd -
+ At fight of all this World beheld fo faire. '
Round he furveys, and well might, where he ftood
So high above the circling Canopie
Of Nights extended fhade ; from EalternPoint
Of Libra to the fleecie Starr that bears
Andremeda facr of Atlamic Seas - R
B o Beyond
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Beyond th' Havizon ; then fromPoleto Pole =
He views in bredth, and without longer padfe |
Down right into the Worlds firt Region throws -
His flight precipitaat, and windes witheafe -
Through the pure marble Air hiseblique way
Amongft innumerable Starrs, that fhon -~ P
Stars diftant, but migh hand feemd other Worlds,
Or other Worlds they feemd, or happy 1les,
Like thofe Hefperian Gardens fam'd of old,
Fortunate Fields, and Groves and flourie Vales,
Thrice happy Iles, but who dwelc happy there
He ftayd not o enquire : above them all L
The golden Sun in fplendor likeft Heaven
Allur'd hiseye: Thither his courfe he bends
Through the calm Firmament; buc ap or downe
" By center, or eccentric, hard to tell, - o
Or Longitiide, whete the great Luminarie
Alooff the vidgar, Conflellations thick,
Thag from his Lordly eye keep diftance due,
Difpenfes Light from farr ; they as they move
Thir Starry dan¢ein numbers that compute
Days,months, & years towards his all-chearing Lamp
Turn fwift thir various motiens, ot are turnd
By his Magnetic beam, that gently warms
The Univers, and to each inward part
" With gentle penetration, though unfeen,
Shoots inv ifible vertrue even to the deep ¢
So wondroufly was fet his Station bright. .
There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps . *
Aftronomer in the Sun’s lucent Orbe T
Through his glaz'd Optic Tube yet never faw.
The place he found beyond expreffion bright,
Compar'd with aught on Earth, Medal or Stone ¢
Not all parts like, bur all alike informd .
_ ‘ With
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Wheh radiant light, s glowing Iron with fire;

If mettal, part feemid Gold, part Silver cleer

If ftone, Carbuncle: moft or Chryfolite,

Rubie or Topag, to the Twelve tha fhon

¥n Aarons Breft-plate, and a ftone befides

Imagind rather oft then clfewherefeen,

T hat ftone, or like to that which heye below
Philofophets in. vain fo long bave ,«foﬂ%ht,' .

1n vain, though by ¢hir powecfol Art they binde
Volatil Hernmes, and call up unbound, .
Invarious fhapesald Protews from theSea,.
Draind througlra Limbec to his: Native forme.
‘What wonder thep if fields and segiens here
Breathe forth Elixir pure,and Rivers run
Potable Gold, when with one vertuous touck
Th’' Arch-chimic Sun fo farr.from us remote
Produces with Teareftnial Humor mist.

Here in the dark fo many precious things

Of colour glariaus andeffe® fo rare?

Here marter new to gaze the Devil met =
Undazl'd, farr and wide his eye commands,

For fight no obftacle found here, nor fhade,

Bur all Sun-fhine, as when his Beams at Noon
Culminate from th’ «£quatar, as they now

Shot upward {till dire®, whence no way round
Shadow from bedy opaque can fall, and the Aire;
No where {o clevr, tharp'nd his vifual ray

To objeds diftant farr, whereby he foon

Saw within kenn a glorious Angel ftand,

The fame whom fobn faw alfo in the Sun:
His back was tuind, but not his brightnefs hid ;
Of beaming funnic Raies, agoldenvar
"Circl'd his Head, ner lefs his Locks behind
Jllultrioys on his'Shoulders fledge with wings :

o 2y
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Jay waving round ; “on fom great tharge imploy'd

He feeritd, of fixt in cogitation deep. -

Glad was the Spiritimpureas now inhope - - .
direc his wandring flight ...

. 'To Paradife the happie feat of Man, -

His journies end and our beginning woe.
But firft he cfts to change his proper [hape;

¢

- Which elfe might work him danger or delay ¢

And flow a ftripling Cherube heappeers; =~
Not of the prime, yetfuchasin hisface .~ =~ ..
Youth fmil'd Celeftial, and to every Limb . . . .
Sutable grace diffus'd, fo well he feignd; .. -
Under a Coroner his flowing haire R

In curles oneithier cheek plaid, wings he wore

'Of marfy i colourd plume fprinkl'd with Gold; - )

His habit fit for fpeed fuccinét, and held '
Before his decetrt fteps a Silver wand. S
He drew not nigh anheard, the Angel bright,

 Ere hedrew nigh, his radiant vifage turnd,

Admonifht by hisear;and ftrait was known

Th' Arch-Angel Uriel; one of the feav’n.

Whoin Gods prefence, rieereft to his Throne

Stand ready 4t commanhd, and are his Eyes P

That run throngh all the Heav'is,ot down to th’ Earth

Bear his fwift errands over moiftand dry,

O're Seaand Land : him Sacan thps accoftes; .
DUriel, fot thou of thoft feav’n Spirits that ftand

Infight of God's high Throne, glorioufly btight,

The firft art wont his great authentic will A

Interpreter through higheft Heav'n to bring,

Where dll his Sons thy Embaffie attend §

And here art likelieft by fupreain decreé.

Like honour. to obtain, and as his Eye

To vilit oft this new Creation round; .

S -
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Unfpeakable defite to fee, and know™ - b
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly. Man,

~ -His chief delight and favour, him for whom "
All thefe his works fo woridtoushe ordaind,
Hath brought me from the Quires of Cherubim

. Alone thus'wandring. Brighteft Seraph tell

* In which of all thefe fhining Orbes hathi Man
His fixed fear; or fixed feat hath none; ~
Bu all thefe fhiging Orbes his choice to dwell 3] - - -
That I may find him, and with fecret gaze,

Or open admiration him behold ,

Onwhom the great Creator hathbeftowd -~ -

Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces powrd ;

That bothin him and all things, asismeet; =

The Univerfal Maker we may praife ;

Who juftly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes

To deepelt Hell, and to repair that lofs

Created this new happie Race 6f Men

To ferve him better : wife areall his wayes; - B
So fpake the falfe diffembler unperceivd 5 N

For neither Man not Angel can difcern

Hypocrifie, the onely evil that walks

Invifible, except to God alone, |,

- By his permiffive will, through Heav’h and Earth ;
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps -
At wifdoms Gate, and to fimplicitie N
Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinksno ill -
‘Where no illfeems : Which now for once beguil'd
Uriel, though Regent of the Sun; and held '
The fharpeft fighted Spirit of all inHeav'n g
‘Who to the fraudulent Impoftor foule
In his uprightnefs anfwer thus returnd.
Fair Angel; thy defire which rends to know
The works of God; ,therébé to glorifie

L

T
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The grear Work-Mailter, leads ton0 excefs :
That reaches blame;but racher meelts praife’
The more & feems excefs; that ledshee hither
From thy Empyreal Manfion thus alone, - -

" Towierie)s with thine eyes what fome perfiaps -
Contented with report hear-oncly in heav’n s’
For wondesfal indeed are all his works,” - -
Pleafant to know, and worthieft to beall -

Had inyémembrance alwayes with delight ;

But what created mind can comprehend ,
Thir namber, or the wifdom infinire - =~ - ‘
That brought themforth, but hid thir caufes deep.

1 fywrwhen at his Word thé formlefs Mafs, -

, Fhis worlds roaterial mould, came to a heap :
Confufion heard his voice, and wilde uproar
Stood rul'd, ftood vaft infinitude confin'd ;

Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled,

- Light fhon, and orderfrom diforder fprung :

~ Swift to thir fevéral Quartershafted then
The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Aire, Fire,
And this Ethereal quinteflence of Heav'n '
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms,

That rowld orbicular, and turnd to Starrs
- Numberlefs, as thou Reeft, and how they move 5
. Each had his place appointed, each his courfe,
The reft in circuit walles this Univerfe.
Look downward on that Globe whofe hither fide
With light from hence, though but refle@ed, fhines 5,
That placeis Earththe feat of Man, that light
His day, which elfe as th’ other Hemifphere
Night would invade but there the neighbouring Moon
(So call that oppofite fair Starr ) her aide
Timely interpofes, and her monthly round
~ Stllending, ftill renewing, through mid Heav'n 5 b
L Wit

T
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Wlth borrowd lxght her countenance tnform
cﬁlls ande prics toopligiffen th Earth

alc lm &hgc
T fpa; tg high I point is Py
ﬁ"f’

t..“A

i

s abode, thole loftie fhades his Bowre.” i

Thy way thou canﬁ: not mifs, me mine requires.
-Fhus faid, besucnd, and Sasan-bowing

As to fuperior Spmts is wont in Heaven;

Where honour dye and reyerence none negledts,

_‘Took leave, and toward the coaftof Earth beneath,

Down from th* Eclxpuc, fped with hop’d fuccefs,

‘T hrows his fteep Hight in many an Aeric wheele;

_ No: ftaid, till on NViphates top he lights.

-

The End of the Third 45001&-.' -
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- BOOK IV.

" THE ARGUMENT.

Satan now in profpect of Eden, and nigh the place where
be muft now artempt the bold enterprize which he un-
dert ook alons againft God and Man, falls into many
donbts with bimfelf, and many paffions, fear,envys
and defpare ; but at length confirms bimfelf in evil,

' journcys on to Paradife, whole outward profpelt and
[cituation is difcribed, overleaps the bounds, fits ir
the (hape of a Carmorant on the Tree of life, as bigh-
eft ir the Gardento look, abont bim. The Garden de-
feribd; Satans firft fight of 'Adam and Eve; bis
wonder at thir excellent form and happy ftase, bux

with refolution to work thir fall ; overhears thir dif-
courfe, thence gathers thas the Tree of kuowledge
was forbidden them toeat of, under penalty of deatf 3
‘and thereon intends to found bis Temptation, by fe-
ducing them to tranfgrefs : then leaves them 4
while, to know further of thir tate by fome other
. means. Meanwhile Urtiel defcending on a Sin-beam
" warns Gabiel, who bad in charge the Gase of Para-
¢
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~ dife, that fome evil [pivit bad efcap'd the Deep, and
paﬁ. at Noon by bis ‘Sg;nm in 'tbefjhape of agood An-
. gel down vo Paradife, difcovered after by his furions
. . gefturesinthe Mounr. Gabriel promifes to find bims
" ‘ere morning. Night coming on, Adam and Eve,
difcourfe of guing to thir reff : thir Bower defcribd;
thir Evening worfhip. - Gabriel drawing forth -bis
- Bands of Night-watch towalk.the round of Paradift,
oints two firong Angels to Adams  Bower, leaft
:ge«m‘ll- fpirit fhonld be theve doing fome barm to
- Adam or Eve [leeping s there they find bim ar the
ear of Eve, tempting ber in a dream, andbring bim,
though unwilling, to Gabriel 5 by whom queftion'd,
be fcornfully anfwers, prepares refiftance, but binder'd
by a Sign from Heaven, flies ont of Paradife.

For that warning voice, which he who faw
Th* Apocalyps, heard cry in Heaven aloud,
- Then wheén the Dragon, put to fecond rout,
Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, -
Wa to the inbabitants on Earth ! that now, :
‘While time was, our firft-Parents had bin warnd
The coming of: thir fecret foe, and feap'd Co
Haply fo fcap'd his mortal {nare ; for now -
Satan, now firft inflam'd with rage, came down,
The Tempter ere th’ Accufer of man-kind,
To wreck on innocent frail man his lofs
Of that firft Battel, and his flight to Hell =
Yet not rejoycing in bis fpeed, though bold,
Far off and fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft,
Begins his dire actempt, which nigh the birth
. Now rowling, boiles in his tumultuous breft,
And like a devillifh Engine back recoiles
‘Ypon himfelf ; horror and doubt diftrad
- - .G 3 . His
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His wanbl'd theughts, and frem the bottom ftirr
Thefioll wichin bum, for within himHell =
‘He brings, aud toind about bim, nox fromHell
(One ftep no more then from himfelf can fly |
By change of place :. Now confcience wakes défpair
 Thatflumberd, wakes ghe bitter memotie . -

" Of what he was, whiat %, and what maftbe
‘Worfe g of worfe deedsworle futferings mufi enfye,
- Somesimes towards Edex which now n hi$ view. -
Kay pleafant, his grievd look he fixesfad, .
~ -Sometimes towards Heav'n and the full-blazing Sun,

T e o

o Which now fit high in bis Meridiad Towre : -

Then -much revolwing: thusin (ighs began.

. O ghou that with [urpaffing Glory crownd,
Look '} from thy {ole Dominion likethe God .

Of this new World ; at whofe fight all the Starrs
Hide thir diminifhs heads ; tothee Tcall, .
Bug with no friendly voice, and add thy neme = %
© Supy 2o tell thee how I hate thy beams .- =~
‘That bring to my remembrance from whas ftate
1fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare ;
TilkBride and worfe Ambition threw me down
‘Warring in Heav'n againft Heav'ns matchlefs Kings -
Ah wherefore ! he defervd no fuchreturn =~ -
From ese, whomhe created what I was

-In that bright eminence, and with his good
Upbraided none 5 not was his fervice hard.
"‘What could belefs then to afford him praife,
The eaficft recompence, and pay him thanks,
Howdue! yerall his good provid ill inme,
And wrought bur malice ; lifted up fo high

1 {deind fubje®ion, and thoughs one ftep higher
Would fer me higheft, and in a2 moment quit
The deb immeneof endlcfs graticude, <
. . . N N
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So burthenfome fill paying, ftillcoowy L.
* Forgetful what from him I ftill peccivd, - .. vl
And underftgod not thata grawcful mind . -7 oL
By owing owes not, but fiill pays;atonce i i
Indebted and difchargd ; wbat burdenthen? i~ -
O had his powesfal Deftingordaind . © 7
Me fomé inferiour Angel;¥hadfteed . . - -0
Then happie ; nounbounded hope bad sai'd - ~ -
Ambition. Ye: why rot ? -fomother Power - "~
As great mighs have afpir'd, and me thoughmean -
Drawn to his part; but other Powers 3si gteat

Fell not, but ftand unfhak'n, from within -

Qr from without, to all cemptasiopsarm'd. - -
Hadft thouthe fame.free Will and' Powet 1o-ftand? -
Thou hadft : whom haft thou then or what- to actufe ,
But Heav'ns free Love dealt equally to all?

Be then his Love accurlt,. fince loveor hate, - . .
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. ~ S
Nay curs'd be thou ; finee againft lis thy will = "~
Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues, - -
Me miferable ! which way fhall I flie

Infinite wrauth, and iofinite defpaire? - - -
Which way I flieis Hell ; my felf am Hell; -~ -
. Andintheloweft deepa lowerdeep . = - ¢

Suill threatting to devour me opens wide, -

To which theHell I fuffer feems a Heav'n.

Othen at laft relent ¢ isthere noplace -

Lefi for Repentance,none for Pardon left ?

None left but by fubmiffion ; and that word

Difdain forbids me,and my dread of (hame -
Among the fpirits beneath, whom I feduc'd
With other promifes and other vaunts -
Then to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue
.Th' Qmnipotent. Ay mé. they little know

L 4 |

4

How
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How dearly I abide that boaft fo vaine, :
Under what torments inwardly I groaneg
‘While they adore me on the Throne of Hell,

With Diadem and Scepter high advancd
The lower flill Ifall, onely Supream

- Inmiferie ; fuch joy Ambition findes.
But fay I could répent and could obtaine -
By A& of Grace.my former ftate ; howfoon -
Would higth recal high tlioughts, fow foon unfay
What feign°’d fubmiffion fwore: eafe would recant -
‘Vows made in pain, as violent and void. o
For never can true reconcilement grow o

- Wherewounds of deadly hate have peirc'd fo deep 3
Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe o
And heavier fall : fo fhould I purchafe deare
Short intermiffion bought with double fmart.

This knows my punifher; therefore asfarr
From granting hee, as I from begging peace - -
"All hope excluded thus, behold in ftead ’
Of us out-catt, exil'd, his new delight,
Mankind created, and for him this World.

So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear,
Farwel Remorfe : all Good to meis loft

_Evil be thoumy Good ; by theeat leaft
Divided Empire with Heav'ns King I hold
By thee, and more then half perhaps will reigne ;
AsMan cre long, and this new World fhall know.

Thus while he fpake, each paffion dimm'd his face
Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envie and delpair,
‘Which marrd his borrow'd vifage, and betraid
Him counterfet, if any eye beheld. "

For heav'nly mindes from fuch diftempers foule

Arcevercleer, Whereof heefoon aware,

Each perturbationfmoothd with outward calme,
: R Artif-
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Artificer of fraud ; and was the fitft
That pra®isd falthood under faintly hew,
Deep malice to conceale, couch’t with revenge :
Yet not anough had pratisd to deccive
Uriel oncewarnd ; whofe eye purfu'd him down
The way he went, and ‘on th’ 4fyrian mount
Saw him disfigur’d, more then could befall R
Spirit of happie fort : his geftures fierce .
He markd and mad deineanour, then alone, =~
Ashe fupposd, all unobferv'd, unfeen. Y
So on he fares, and to the border comes,
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife,
Now nearer, Crowns with her enclofure green,
- As witha rural mound the champain head
©f a fteep wildernefs, whofe hairie fides
“With thicket overgrown, gottefque and wilde,
Accefsdeni'd; and over head up'gtew
Infuperable highth of loftieft ﬂiaﬁe, , v
Cedar, and Pine, and Firr, and branchingPalm,  *
A Silvan Seene, and as the ranks afcend o
Shade above fhade, a woodie Theatre
Of ftatelieftview. Yet highér then thir tops
The verdurous wall of paradife up fprung -
‘Which ro our general Sire gave profpe& large
Into his neather Empire neighbouring round.
And bigherthen that Wall a circling row
Of goodlieft Trees loaden with faireft Fruit,
Bloffoms and Fruits at once of golden hue
Appeerd, with gay enameld colours mixt : g
On which the Sun more glad imprefsd his beams
Thenin fair Evening Cloud, or humid Bow,
‘When God hath fhowrd the earth’; folovely feemd
That Lantskip : And of pure now purer aire
Meets his approach, and ta the heary infpises _
' ot T 7T Vernal
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Vernal delight aad- joy, able-to drive ‘

‘All fadnefs but defpair: nowgentlegales
Fanning thir odoriferous wings difpenfe

Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole
Thofe balmie fpoiles. As when to them who faile
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft '
Moxambic, off ae Sea North-Ealt windes blow
Sabean Odours from the fpicie (hoare '

Of _Arabie the bleft, with fuch delay :
Well pleas'd chey flack chir courfe,and many a League
Chear'd with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles. .
$o entertaind thofe odorous fweets the Fiend .
Who came thir bane, though with them better pleas’d
‘Then Afmodens withthe fithie fume, S
That drove him; though enamourd, from the Spoufe
Of Tobits Son, and witha vengeance fent :
From Media poft to £gypt, there faft bound.

Now to th’afcent of that fteep favage Hill

* Saran had journied on, penfive and flow ;

Bat further way found none, fo thick entwin'd,

As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth

Of fhrubs and tangling buflies had perplext .

All path of Man or Beaft that paft that way :.

One Gate there only was, and that look’d Eaft _
“Onth’ other fide : which whenth’ arch-fellonfawe
Due entrance he difdaind, and in contemprt,

At one (light bound high over leap'd all bound

Of Hill or highelt Wall, and fheer within

Lights on hisfeet. As whena prowling Wolfe,
‘Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey,
Watching where Shepherds pen thir Flocks at eeve -
In burdl’'d Cotesamid th¢ field fecure,

Leaps o're the fence with ‘safe into the Fould s

Or asaThief benrrounhoord thecath . .

go  Paradife Loft. BookIV.
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Of fome rich Burgher, ?hofexfubgangial dores, -
Crofs-barrd and bolsed faft, fear no affault, .
In.atthe window climbs , or o're the tiles
So clomb this firft grand Thief rito God;s Fould ;
So fince into his Chugch Jewd Hirelings climbe,
~Thence up he flew, and. on the Tree of Life
The middle Tree and higheft there that grew,
Sat like a Cormonant; yet not true Life
Therzby regaind, bus fat devifing Death

' To'them wﬁo livd ; nor onthe vertue thonght

- Of that life-giving Plant, but enly us'd -

For profpect, what well us'd had binthe pledge -
Of immorrality. So Hule knows '
Any, but God alone, to yalueright - Co
The good before him, but perverts beft things -
To worft abufe, or to thir meaneft ufe. S

Beneath him withnew wonder now he views

To all delight of human fenfe expos'd R

In narrow room Natuyes whole wealth, yea more,

A Heav'nonEarth ,-for blifsful Paradife = -

Of God the Garden was, by him in the Eaft
Of Eden planted ; Eden ftretchd her Line =
From duran Eaftward to the Royal Towrs
Of great Seledcia, built by Grecian Kings,
Qr where the Sonsof Eden long before

Duweltin Telaffar : in this pleafant foile .-

His farr more pleafant Garden God ordaind; -

Out of the fertil ground ke caus’d to grow

All Trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell,tafte ;

And:all amid them {tood the Tree of Life,

High eminent, blooming Ambrofial Fruit

Of vegetable Gold ; and next to Life ,

Our Death the Tree of knowledge grew faft by,

Knowledge of Good bought dear by knowingill. -

.

South-
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Southward through Eden went a River large,

Nor chang'd his courfe, but through the Thaggie hilF

Pafs'd underneath ingulft, for God bad thrown
That Mountain ashis Garden mould high rais'd
Upon the rapid current, which through veins

Of porous Earth with kindly thirft up drawn,
Rofe 2 frefh Fountain, and with many a ril)
Waterd the Garden s thence united fell ‘
Down the fteep laje, and met the neather Flood,
Which from his darkfom paffage now appeers,
‘And now divided into four main Streams, '
Runsdivers, wandring many a famous Realme
And Country whereof here needs no accoynt,)
But rather to tell how, if Artcould tell, -

How from that Saphire Fount the crifped Btooké, ,

Rowling on Orient Pearl and fands of Gold,

VVith mazie error under pendant fhades

Ran Ne@ar, vifiting each plant, and fed

Floars worthy of Paradife which not nice Art

In Beds and cariousKnots, but Nature boon

Powtrd forth profufe on Hill and Dale and Plaine,

Both where the morning Sun firft warmly {mote

The open field, and where the unpierc’t fhade

Imbround the noontide Bowrs : Thus was this plaee,

A happy rural feat of various view; ~ '(Balme,

Groves whole rich Trees wept odorons Gummsand -

Others whofe fruit burnifht with Golden Rinde

Hung amiable, Hefperian Fables true,

If true, hereonly, and of delicious tafte - -

Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks

Graling the tender herb, were interpos'd,

Or palmie hilloc, or the fourie lap

- Of fom irriguous Valley fpred her ftore,

* Floursof sll hue, and withour Thornthe Rofe:
I - Another
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> Another fide, umbrageons Grots and Caves
Of coole recefs, o're which the mantling vine
Layes forth herpurple Grape, and gendly crezps
Luxuriant ; mean while murmuring watersfall.
Down the flope hills, difperft, orina Lake, -
That to the fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd, .
Herchryftal mirror holds, unite thir fireams; -
:The Birds thir quire apply ; aires, vernal aires,
Breathing the fmell of ficld and grove, attune -
‘The trembling leaves, while Univerfal Pan
Knit with the Graees and the Hoursindance
Led onth’ Eternal Spring. Not that faire field
Of Enna, where Proferpin gathering flours
Her felf a fairer Floure by gloomie Dis
Was gatherd, which coft Ceres all that pain - o
To feek her throughthe world; nor that fweet Grove:
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th’ infpird
C/E/Ialian Spring, might with this Paradife
Of Edenftrive 5 nor that Nyfeian lle
Girt with the River Triton, where old Cham,;
Whom Gentiles _Ammon call and Lybian fove,
Hid _4malthea and her Florid Son
Young Bacshus from his Stepdame Rhea's eye 5
Nor where 4baffin Kings thir iffue Guard,
Mount 4riara, though this by fom fuppos'd
True Paradife under the Eshiop Line
By Nilus head, enclosd with fhining Rock,
A whole days journy high, but wide remote
From this A4(fyrian Garden, where the Fiend e
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind o
Of living Creatures new to fight and ftrang: :
Two of far nobler fhapeere® and tall,
Godlike ere®@, with native Honour clad
In naked Majeftic feemd Lords of all, -

()

And
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And worthie fedmd; for isrhir ipoiﬁxﬂl\{mg
The image of chir glorionsMdkerfhon). - L
Truth; wnfdomc,s &irnde fcventand purc, J =h
Severe butin true filial freedom plac’t 5 « - S
'V Vhence true autexitie in men: ;hnugh batb
. Not equal, as thi fex not: mi EEA
~ For contemplation’ heca.nd valotr ﬁ)rmd PPN
For fofinefs. fhee and fweet atmtfhwﬁ}tacc, S
Hee for God only,fheefor Gadinbim: =
His fair large Front and Hye ﬁ;bLnedecla.rd TN
Abfolute rule ; and Hyacindhin Locks :
Round from his parted farclogk manly hung ’
Cluftring, but not beneath his (houlders broad'.‘ L
Shecasa vail downtothe ilenderwafte -
Her unadorned golden trefles wore
. Distheveld, bur in wanton ringlets wav'd
As the Vine curles her tendrils, srhich lmpll’d
Subjedion;, but requir'd with gentle fway,
Andby her yielded, by bim beftreceivd,
Yielded with coy fubmiffion, modeft pnde
And fiweet reluétant amorous delay.
. Nor thofe myfterious parts wene shenconceald, .
Then was not guiltie thame, dilhoneft (hame
Of natures works, honor difhonerable,
Sin-bred, how have ye troubl'd 1l mankind
With fhews inftead, meer fhews of feeming purey
And banifht from mans life his happieft life,
Simplicitié and - fpotlefs innocence. .
So pafsd they naked on, nor fhund the ('rght
Of God or Angel, for they thought noill :
So hand inhand they pafsd, the lovliet pair
That ever fince in loves imbraces met,
Adam the goodlielt man of men fince borne
HisSons; the faireft of her Daughters Eve. =~
s Under
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Under a tuft of fhade that ona green - T
Stood whifpering foft, by afrefh Pountainfide =~
‘They fat them down, and after no moretoil
Of thir fweet Gardning labour then fufficd
To recommend coole Zepbyr, and made eafe
More eafic, wholfom rhirft and appetite .
More grateful, to thir Sypper Frutsthey fell, . . -
Nectarine Fruits which the compliant boughes
Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline -

On the foft downie Bank damaskt with flours :
Thefavourie pulp they chew, and in therinde
Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming fiream ;
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles
‘Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems
Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial League, -
Alone asthey, About them frisking playd
All Beafts of th* Earth, fince wilde, and of all chafe
In Wood or Wildernefs, Forreft or Den; -
Sporting the Lion rampd, and in his paw
Dandl'd the Kid ; Bears, Tygers, Ounces, Pards,
Gambold before them, th’ unwieldy Elephant
To make them mirth us'd all his might, and wreathd
His Lithe Probofcis ; clofe the Serpent fly e
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine "
Hisbreaded train, and of his fatal guile
Gaveproof unheeded ; others on the grafs
Couchr, and now fild with pafture gazing fat,
Or Bedward ruminating : for the Sun
Declin'd was hafting now with prone carreer
To th’ Octan Iles, and in th’ afcending Scale
Of Heav'n the Starrs that uther Eveningrofe s
- When Saran ftill in gaze, as firft he ftood,
Searce thus at length faild fpeech recoverd fad.
O Hell! what doc mine eyeswith grief beh'olti;
) ’ | nte
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~ Into our room of blifs thus highadvanct . .. -

Creatures-of other mould, earth-born perhaps, -

Not Spirits; yet to heav’nly Spirits btight

Liule inferior ; whom my thoughts purfue

'Withwonder, and could love, fo lively fhines

In r,hem(givinc refemblance, and fuch grace . .

The hand that formd them on thir thape hath pourd .

- Ah gentle pair, yee little think how nigh : :
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights

Will vanifh ard deliver ye to woe, T

More woe; the iiore your tafte is now of joy

Happie, but for fo happie ill fecur'd ‘

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heavn

1l fenc't for Heav'n to keep out fuch  foe

As now is enterd ; yer no purpos'd foe

To you whotn I could pittie thus forlorné

Though I unpittied : League with youI feek,

And mutual amitie fo ftreight, fo clofe,

That I withyou maft dwell, or you withme

~ Henceforth; my dwellinghaply may not pleafe

Like this fair Paradife, your fenfe, yet fuch

Accept your Makers work ; he gave it me,

Which I asfreely give ; Hell fhall unfold,

To entertain you two, her wideft Gates, -

And fend forth all ber Kings 3 there will bé roor,

~ Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive

Your numerous ofspring ; if noberter place,

Thank him who puts me loath to this révenge

On you who wrongme riot for him who wrongd.

And fhould I at your harmlefs innocence  » .

Melt, as I doe, yet public reafon juft,

Honour and Empire with revenge en-larg‘d, A

_ By conquering this new World, compels me now

Tode what clfe though damand I thould abhorre; 6
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_ So fpake the Fiend, and with neceffitie} . '
‘The Tyrants plea, excus'd his devilifh deeds.
‘Then from his loftie {tand on that high Tree
Down he alights among the fportful Herd, -
Of thofe fourfooted kindes, himfelf nowone,
Now-otherjas thit fhape fervd beft his end
‘Neeter to view his prey, and unefpi'd RPN
To mark whatof tgir ftate he more might learsi * .
By word or aion marke : about them rotind. -
A Lion now he ftaTkes with fierie glare, -
Then asa Tyger, who by chance bathfpi'd ~
Ia fome Purliea two gentle Fawnes at play, - -
Strait couchegclofe, then rifing changes oft - -~ = ',
His couchant watch; as oné who chofe his ground .
‘Whence rufhing he might fureft feizethem both = -
“Grip't in eachpaw : When _4dam firft of men’ -
Tofirftof women Eve thusmoving fpeech, . "
Taurnd him all eare to hear néw Gtrerance flow: . .
Sole partner and fole part of dll thefe joyes,
Dearer thy felf thedall; néeds muft the.power .
That made us; and for usthisample World =
Be infinitly good;and of hisgood: - -
As liberal and freess ‘infinite, - -~ . .. .
That rais'd us from the duft and plac't ashere -~ -
Inall chishappifiefs, who athishand -~ - = 7
Have fothing merited, . nor can performe
Aught whereof hee huth need, iee who requires -
Fromus no other fervicethentokeep =~
* This one, this edfie charge,of all the Trées -
In Paradife that bear delicious fruic ..
So various, not to tafte thac onely Tree. . -

Of knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life;

N

 Sorieer grows Death to Life, whatere Deathisy. .
Sotdredial hing o donbi 3 o wll how ot
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God hath ‘gtqnounc’: it death o tafle that ‘Frice, -
Theonly fignof our ebediencelefc
ong fo many fignes of power and rule

Conferrd upon us, and Dominion giv'ny

Overall ather Creatures thatpoffefs L

Earth, Aire, and Sea. Then let us not think hajpd

Oneeafie prohibition, whoenjoy o

Free leave folargeto all things elfe, and chojce

Unlimited of manifold delights -

But let us ever praife him, and extoll

His bountie, following our delightful task :

To prune thefe growingPlants, and tend thefe Flonrs,
- Which were it toilfom, yet with thee weite fweer.

“Towhom thus Eve replid. Qthonférwhom

- ‘And from whom I was formd flefh of thy flefh,

And without whom am tq no end, my Guide .

And Head, what thou haft faid is juft and righe.-

For weeto himindeed all praifes owe,

And daily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy” -

So farr the happier Lot, enjoying thee

Przeminent by fo much adds, while thon -

Like confort to thy felf canft no where finds

That day I oft remember; when-from fleep -

1 firft awak't,and found my felf’ repos'd

Under afhade of flours, much wandring wherée

And what I was, whence thither brought, and haw.

Not diftant far from thence a mirmuring found:

Of watersiffu'd froma Caveand fpread

Into alignid Plain, thes floodunmovid

Pdte 15 th’ expanfe of Heav'n ;, I thither wene:

With unexperienc’t thoughr, and laid me downe’

Onthe green bank, to look intothecleer ..

Smooth Lake, that to me feemd another Skie.

As Ibent downtg look, jult oppofite;‘

e
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Y - o . !
A Shape withiit the watry glean appeerd .
. Bending tg look on !!1;3, ﬁarted* back, .
It ftatred back, but pleas’d I foonreturnd,
Pleas'd it returnd as foon with anfwering looks
- Of fympathieand love; thereThad fixt . =
Mine eyes till now, and pird with vaindefire,
Had not a yoice thus warnd :me, VVhat thou feeft,
VVhar there thoufeeft fair Creature is thy felf,
VVith shee it came and goes : bur follow me,
And I will bting thee where no fhadow fiaies
Thy coming, and thy foftimbraces, hee . .
VVhofe image thon are, him tho fhall enjoy
_ Infeparabli¢ thine,to him fhaltbeare . .
Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be call'd

Mother of haman Race : what could Idoe,

But follow ftrait, invifibly thus led #

Till Iefpi'd thee, fair indeed and -tall, . .

Under a Platan, yet methought lefs faire,

Lefs winning foft, lefs amiablie milde, .. . . -
“Then. that fmooth watry image ; back I ttirnd,

Thou following cryd'ftaloud, Return faire Eve] .

VVhom fli'ft thou ? whomi thou i}, of him thou drt;

His fleth, his boney to- giveshee being Ilent -

Qut of my fide to thee, necréft my heart

Subftantial Life, to have thee by my fide

Henceforth an individual folace dearj - . |

Part of my SoulI feek thee, and thee claim

My other half: with that thy gentle hand .

Seifd rine, I yielded, and from that time feé

How beduty js excelld by manly grace

And wifdorii, whichalone istruly fair. - . .
. Sofpake our general Mother, and with efes
gg_cquggaL attraction gnreprov'd, ,.
And mcek farrender, haff imbrging leand

. z
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On our Brft Father, half hex fwellmg Breaft.
" Naked met his under the fowing Gold
-Of - her loofe trefles hid : he indelight
Both of her Beauty and fubmiffive Charms.
Smil'd with fuperior Love, as 7upiter
On Funo fmiles, when he 1mpregnstheClouds s
That fhed 222y Plowcrs and prefs'd her Matron hp
- With kiffes pure ; afide. the Devil turnd
For envie, yet with jealous leer mahgnc
Eyd them askance, and to. himfelf thus plaind. -
. Sight hateful, fi ght tormenting ! thusthefe two
Imparadist in one anothers arms - : ;
The happier Eden, fhallenjoythir A = .
Of blifs onblifs, while I to Hell am thraft,
Whereneither joy nor love, but fierce dcﬁrc,
Among our other torments not the leat,
Still unfulfill'd with painof longing pines
Yet let me not forget what I have gain’d
From thir own mouths ; all is nottheirs it feems : . -
One faral Tree there ftands of Knowledge call'd, -
Forbidden them to tafte : Knowledge forbidd'n {5
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why fhould thirLord .
Envie them that ?- can it be {in to know,
Can it be death? and do they onely ﬁand
By Ignorance, is that thir happie ftate,
The proof of thir obedience and thir faith ? -
O fair foundatlon laid whereon to build
Thir ruine! Hence I will excite thir mmdi
With more defire to know, and to re :
Envious commands, invented with ch igne
To keep them low whom knowledge might exal¢
Equal with Gods; afpiring to be fuch,
- Tley tafte and die’: what likelier can enfuue .
Bur firlt wish narrow. fearch I muft walk round - i
-. A - This-

-
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This Garden, and no-corner leave unfpid ;

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet
Some wandring Spirit of Heav'n, by Fountain fide,
Or in thickdhade retir'd, fromhim to draw . '
What further would be learnt. Live while yemay,
Yet happie pair ; enjoy, till I return, :
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. -

So faying, his proud ftep he fcornful turn'd, ~-
But with {ly circum{pe&ion, and began S roam.
Through wood, through wafte, o're hill, o’re dale his
Mean while in utmoft Longitude, where Heav'n -
‘With Earthand Ocean meets, the fetting Sun .
Slowly defcended, and with right afpe&

Againft the eaftern Gate of Paradife

Leveld his eevning Rayes : it was a Rock

Of Alablafter, pil’d up to the Clouds,
Confpicuous fary, winding with one afcent
Acceflible from Earth, one entrance high ;

The reft was craggie cliff, that overhung

Still as it rofe, impoffible to climbe.

Betwixt thefe rockie Pillars Gubriel fat

Chief of th’ Angelic Guards, awaiting night ;
Abour him exercis’d Heroic Games

Th’ unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand -
Celeftial Armourie, Shields, Helmes, and Speares,
Hung high with Diamond flaming, and with Gold,
Thither came Uriel, gliding throughthe Eeven
Qa a Sun beam, {wift as a fhooting Starr

In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir’d
Imprefs the Air, and-fhews the Mariner

From what point of his Compafs to beware
Impetuous winds : he thus began in hafte.

Gabriel, o theethy courfe by Lot hath giv'n
Charge and ftri& warch that to this happie Place

OAGH 3 T No
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No evil thiriﬁ‘approach or enterin; /
This day at highth of Noon cattie to my Spheare
A Spirit, zealous, as he feemd;to know
Moreof th':Altighties works, and chiefly Man .
Gods lateft Image : Idefcrib'd his way
Bentall on fpeed, and marke his Aerie Gate ;
Butin the Mount that lies from Eden Notth,
Where he firft lighted, foon difcernd his looks
Alien from Heav'n, with paffions foul obfcur'd :
Mine eye purfud him ftill, buc under fhade
Loft fight of -himm ; one of ‘the banifht ctew
I fear, hath ventur'd from the déep, to raife
New troubles; him thy care muft be to:find.
* To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd :
“Uriel,no wonder if thy perfet fight,« - . ¢
Amid the Suns bright circle where thon ficft,
See farr and wide: inat this Gate none pafs.
The vigilance here plac’t, but fuch as come
Well known from Heav'n; and fince Meridian hour
No Creaturethence : if Spirit of otherifort; -
So minded; have oreleapt thefe earthie’bounds
On purpofe, hard thou knowft it to exclude -
Spiritual fubftance with- corporeal barr.
Butif ‘within the circuit of thefe walks,
In whatfoever fhape he lurk, of whom
Thou tellft, by morrow dawningI (hall know.
~ Sopromis'd hee. and Uriel to his-charge -
Returnd on that bright beam, whofe: point now raisd
Bore him flope dawnward to-the Sunnow fall'n /¥
Bencath th’ 4zores ; whither the prime Orb,
Incredible bow fwift, had thither rowld: -
Dicrnal, or thislefs volubil Earth
By fhorter flight to th' Eaft, had left him there
. Arraying with reflected Purple and Gold T
o N O RO S Q¢
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"The Cloudsthat on his Weftern Throne aterid s
Now cagie ftill Eevning on, and Twilight gray
‘Had in her fober Liverieall things clad s
Silence accompanied, for Beaft and Bi ‘&, '
They to thit graffie Gouch, thefe to thir Nefts
‘Were (lunk, all but the wakefol Nightingale ;
She all night long her amorous defcant fung 5 .
silence was pleas'd ; now glow'd the Firmament .
With livingSaphirs . Hefperus that led
The fiarrie Hoft, rode brighteft, till the Moon
Rifing in clouded Majeftie, at length "
‘Apparent Queen unvaild her peerlefslight,
And o're the dark her Silver Mantle threw. .
* When Jddam thus to Eve: Fair Confort, th hour
Of night, and all things now retirdro reft =~
Mind us of likerepofe, fince God hath fer
Labour and reft, as day and night to men
Succeffive, and the timely dew of fleep |
Now falling with foft {lumbrous weight inclines
Our eye-lids; other Creauresall day long
Rove idle.unimploid, and lefs need reft; = P
Man hath his daily work of bodyor mind .~ -
Appointed, which declares his Dignitie, '
_ And the regard of Heav'n onall his waics;
While other Animals unadtiverange,
And of thirdoings God takes no account.
To morrow ere frefh Morning ftreak theEat
With firft approach of light, we muft be rign,
And at oyr pleafant labour, to reform
Yon flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green
©Our walk at noon, with branches owzergrgﬁigi}, o
That.mock our feant manuring, and requiré
More hands then ours to lop thir wanton growth:
- Thefe Bloflomsalfo, and thofe drogping_Gumm;_,h
’ N T 4 - ‘
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That lie beftrowne unfightly and unfmooth,. - _. -
‘Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe;; .
Mean while, as Nature wills, Night bids us reft, .-

* Towhomthus Eve with perfet beaury adornd, - -
My Author and Difpofer, what thoubidtt "™
Unargu'd I obey ; fo God ordains, -
God s thy Law, thou mine: to know,no more -
Iswomans happieft knowledge and her praife.

With thee converfing I forger all time, . -

‘All feafons and thir change, all pleafe alike.

Sweet is the breath of morn, her rifing fweet, .

. With charm of earlieft Birds; pleafantthe Sun =~ -
‘When firft on thisdelightfal Land ‘he fpreads

His orient Beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flowr,
Gliftring with dew ; fragrant the fertil éarth
After foft fhowers , and fweet the comingon
Of gratefyl’ Ecvning milde, then filent Night” . .
With this her folemn Bird and this fair Moon, )
‘And thefe the Gemms of Heav'n, her ftarrie train:.

- But'neither breath of Morn when flie'afcends
‘With charm of earlieft Birds] nor rifing Sun

On this deﬁghtful land, nor herb, fruit, floure, *
Gliftring with dew, nor fragrance 'afce;r[ﬂxoj;ers‘ R

Nor grateful Eevning mild, norgilent Night

With thisher folemn Bird, nor walk by Moon,

Or glittering Starr-light without thee is fweer.

But wherfore all night long fhine thefe, for whom - -
TThis %lg;i{ms fight, when fleep hath fhut alleyes?

. Towhom our general Anceftor replid. | ’
Danghter 9{ -God and Man, accomplifht Eve,

Thofe haye thir conrfe to finifh, round thé Earth,
By moi‘fgwﬁgﬁning,‘ and from Land toLand | -
In'954g£b;‘§6ﬁgh to Nations yet unborn,
M}h!ﬁg{lgfﬁghtprcpar’d, they fetand rife; .
ST TN Tl
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Leaf} total darknefs fhould by Night regaine
‘Her old pofleffion, and extinguifh life .
In Nature and all things, which thefe foft fires .
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heate ™
Of various inguence fomentand warme,
- Temper or-nourifh, or in part fhed down
Thir ftellar vertue on all kinds thar growr
On Earth, made hereby apter to receive
Perfe&ion from the Suns more potent Ray.
Thefe then, thoughunbeheld in deep of night,
Shine not in vain, nor think, though men were none,
That heav'n would want fpectators, God want praife ,
Millions of fpiritual Creatures walkthe Earth
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep :
All thefe with ceaflefs praife his works behold
Bothday and night : how often from the fteep-
Of echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard
Celeflial voices tothe midnightair,
Sole, or refponfive each to others note
Singing thir great Creator : oft in bands :
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk-
With Heav'nly touch of inftrumental founds -
. Infullharmonic number joind, thir fongs ,
- Divide thenight, and lift our thoughts to Heaven,
" Thus talking hand in hand alone they pafsd
On'to thir blifsful Bower ; it wasaplace
~ Chos'nby the fovran Planter, when he fram'd
All things to mans delightful ufe, theroofe
Of thickeft covert was inwoven fhade ‘
Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew
Of firmand fragrant leaf ; on either fide
Acanthus, and each odorous buthie (hrub _
Fenc'd upthe verdant wall ; each beauteous flour,
Iris all hues, Rofes, and Geffamin
S . Rear'd
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~ Rear'd highthir flogrifht heads between, and wroughe
" Mofaic 5“%nderfbot the Violet, C o
‘Crocus, and Hyacinth with richinlay
Broiderd the ground, moré colour'd ¢hen with flone.
. Of coftlieft Emblem: other Creaturehere
Beaft, Bird,.Infe&, or Worni durft'enter none ;
Suchwas thir awe of Man. "In fhadie Bower =
"More facred and fequeftérd ,.thox{%h but feignd,
"Parn of Silvanws never flept, nor Nymph, -~
Nor Faunms haunted. Here in clofe recefs
With Flowers, Garlands, and fweer-fimelling Herbs
Efpoufed Evedeckefirft her nuptial Bed, - " °
And heay'nly Quires the Hymenzan fung,
‘What day the genial Angelto our Sire
Brought her in naked beagty more adorn'd,
More lovely then Pandora, whom the Gods
Endowd with all thir gifts, and O too like
In fad event, when to the unwifer Son -« |
Of Faphetbrought by Hermes, the enfnar'd:
Mankind with her fiire looks, to be avengd
‘On him who had ftole 7oves authentic fire.
Thus at thir fhadie Lodge arrivd, both flood
Both turnd, and under op'n Skieadord =
The God that made both Skie, Air, Earth and Heav'g
Which they beheld, the Moons refplendent Globe
And ftarrie Pole':. Thou alfo mad'ft the Nighe,
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day, -
‘Which we in our appointed work imployd
Have finifht happie in our mutual help
And mutual love, the Crown of all our blifs
Ordaind by thee, and this delicious place -
For vstoo large, where thy abundance wants
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground.
- Bur thou haft promis'd from ustwo a Race

Te
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"o fill the Earth, who fhall with us extoll '
Chy goodniefs infinite, both when we wake,™

And when we fetk; asnow, thy gife of fleep,

“Y his faid unanimous, and other Rites ‘
Obferving none; but adoration pure ;
W hich God likes beft, into thif inmoft bowre ,
F{anded ‘the}' went ;. and eas’d the putting of !
T hefe troublefom difguifes which wee wear,

Strait fide by fide were laid, nor turnd I weene
_Adam from his fair Spoufe, nor Eve the Rites
Myfterious of ‘connubial Love refusd s ~
Whatever Hypocrites aufterely talk
Of puiritie and place and innocence, .
Defamingasimpure what God declares | ]
Pure, and commandsto forh, leaves free to all.
Our Maker bids increafe, who bids abftain " -
But our deftroyer, foe to Godand Man?
Haile wédded Love, myfterious Law, true fource
Of human ofsfpring, fole proprittie, e
In'Paradife of all things common elfe,
By thee adulterous luit was driv’n from men
Amorg thebeftial herds to raunge, by thee -
FPounded in Reafon, Loyal, uft,and Pure,
Relationsdear, and all the Charities '
Of Father, Son, and Brother firft were known. -
Farr be i, that I fhould write thee fin 6r blame,
©r think thee unbefitting bolieft place,
Perpetual Fountain of Domeftic {weets,
‘Whofe bed is undefil'd and chafte pronounc’,
Prefent, or paft, as Saintsand Patriarchs us’d.
Here Love his golden fhafts imploies, here lights
His conftant Lamp, and waves his purple wings,
Reigns here and revels; not in the bought fmile
Of Harlots, lovele(s, joylefs, unindeard, il
RS . aiual
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- Cafual fruition, nor in Court Amouss -
Mizxt Dance, or wantan Mask, er Midnight Bat,
©Or Serenate, which the ftarv'd Lover. fings
To his proud fair, beft quitted with difdain.
Thefe luild by Nightingales imbraceing flept,

- And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof .
Showrd Rofes, which the Morn repair’d. Sleep on -
Bleft pair ; and Q yer happieft if "ye feek ‘
No happier ftate,and know to know no more. -

‘Now had night meafur’d with hér fhaddowie Cone
Half way up Hill this vaft- Sublunar Vault,
And from thir Ivorie Port the Cherubim

~ Forth iffuing atth’ accuftomd hour ftood aimd -

TTo thir night watches in warlike Parade,
When'Ggbrielto his nextin power thusfpake. .
" Uzziel, half thefe draw off, and coaft the South:

- 'With ftricteft watch ¢ thefe other wheel the North,
Our circuir meets full Weft, As flame they parc -
Half wheeling to the Shield, half ro the Spear. -
Fromthefe, two ftrong and furtle Spirits he calld
That neer him ftood, and gave them thus in charge.

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wingd fpeed :

Search through thisGarden, leave unfearchtno nook,
But chiefly wherethofe two fair Creatures Lodge,

‘Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harme.

This Eevning from the Sun’s declinearrivid - -
Whotells of fom infernal Spirit feen - -
Hitherward bent ( who could have thought ? efcap'd
The barrs of Hell, on errand bad no doubt : :
Such where ye find, feife faft, and hithet bring.

So faying, on he led his radiant Files,

Daz'ling the Moon; thefe to the Bowerdire@ .
Infearch of whom they fought: him there they found .
Squat likea Toad, clofe ar the eare of Ege; . -

S : ‘ Affay-
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Affaying by his Devilifh are to-reach-% - '
The Organs of her Fancie, and with them forge
Tllufions as he lift, Phantafms and Dreams, ‘
Or if, infpiring veriom, he might taine -~
Th’ animal Spirits that from pure blaod arife -
Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure, thence raife
At leaft diftemperd, difcontented thoughts, -
Vaine hopes,vaine aimes, inordinate defires-.
Blown up with high conceitsingendring pride.’
Him thus intent Jthuriel with his Spear

Touchd lightly ; for no falthood can endure =
Touch of Celeftial temper, butreturns . -
Of force toits own likenefs : up he ftarts:

Difcoverd and furpriz’d. Aswhenafpark: oy
Lights on aheap of nitrous Powder, laid .
Fit for the Tun fom Magazin to flore .~ °j .

Againft A rumord VVarr, the Sniuttie graine -
V Vith.udden blaze diffus’d, inflames the Aire - -
So ftarted up in his own fhape the Fiend.. .-
Back ftept thofe two faire Angels halfamaz’d
So fudden to behold the grieflic King ;- :
Yet thus, unmovd with fear, accoft him foon., -
Which of thofe rebell Spirits adjudgd to Helk
Com'ft thou, efcap’d thy prifon, and transformd,. -
VVhy fatft thoulike an enemie inwaite :
Here watching at the head of thefe that {leep?
‘Krow ye not then faid Satan, filld with fcorn,
Know yenot mee ? ye knew me once no mate
For you, there {itting where.ye durft not foare ;.-
Not to know mee argues your felves unknown,
“The loweft of your throng ; or if ye know,
VVhy ask ye, and fuperfluous begin = - :
Your meflage, like to end 25 muchin vain? . »
, To whom thus. Zepben, anfwering (corn with fc%zn-..‘k .
* B . : 1nK.
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Think not, revolted Spirit, thy fhape the fame, -
Or undimipifht brightnefs; tobeknown. . .~
'‘As when thou ftoodft in Heav'n upright and pure ;
That Glorie then, when thou no moyewaft. good,
~ Departed from thee, and thou refemb!'t now
‘Thy.{in and place of doom obfcure and foule,
But come, for thou, befure, fhale give account
To him whofent us, whofe charge isto kegp
This place inviolable, and .thefe fram harm, , .
. So fpake the Cherube, and his grave rebuke
Severe inyouthful, beautie, added grace |
Invincible ; abalht the Devil ftood, ; ..
And felt how awful goodncfs:is,,a‘nd faw .-
Vertue in her fhape how lovly, faw, and pin'd
- His lofs . but chiefly vo-find here obfervd
His luftre vifibly. impard jyecfeemd . -~
Undaunted, If Imuftcontend, faid he, .
Beft with the beft , the Sender not the fent,
Or all at ofice; miore glorie will be wonn, +
Or lefsbe loft.  Thy fear, faid Zephen bold,
VVill fave us trial what the leaft can doe
Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak.,
- The Fiend repli'd not; overcome with rage ;
But likea pioud Steed reind.went hautie om,
‘Chaumping his iron cutb - to firive or flie |
He held it vain; awefrom above had quelld , .-
His heart, not elfe difmai’d. Now drew they nigh |
The weftern Point, where thofe half-rounding guards
Juft met, and clofing ftood in fquadron joind .
. Awniting next command, ;. To whom thir Chief
Gabriel from the Front thufs calld aloud.
- Offriends, Thear the tread of nimble feet.
. Hafting this way, and now by glimps difcerne
Trkiwrick and Zephon through the fhadé, o ‘
- T An
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'A#id with cheny conhes 3 third of Regal port,

But faded fplendorwan 5 who by his gate .

And fierce demeanour feems the Prince of Hel,

Not likely to part hence without conteft ; o
Stand firm, for inbis look defiance logrs. |,

He fcarce had ended, when thofetwo approachd .
‘And brief related whom they brought, wherefound,:
How bulfied, in what form and pofture couche.

To whom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake.
‘Why haft thou, Sasan, broke the beunds prefcrib'd
To thy tranfgreffions, and difturbid checharge
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrefs
By thy example, bat have power and right
To queftion thy bold entranceon this place ;
ImpToi'd it féems o0 violate fleep, and thofe
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs 2

" Towhom thus Satan, with contemptuous brow.
Gabriel,thou hadft in Heav'n th’ efteem of wife,
And fuch T held thee ; but thisqueftion askt ,
Putsme in doubt, Lives ther w(Lo loves his pain ?
Who virould not, finding way, break loofe from Hell,
Though thither doomd? Thou wouldft thy felf,no
And boldly venture to whatever place ~ (doubr,
Fartheft from pain,where thou mighft hope to charige
Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompence
Dole with deg_ght, which in this place I fought;
To théeno reafon 3 who knowft only good, -
Butevil haft not tri'd : and wilt obje&®
His will who bound us? let himfarer barr
- His Iron Gates, if he intends our flay
" In thatdark durance: thus much what was askt.
[The relt is true, they found me where they fay ;
- ..But that implies not violence or harme. =
Thushe in fcorn, The warlike Angel mov'd,
I T pifdain:
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ledamfully,half frmlmg thus repli'd.:

O lofsof one in Heav'n to judge of - wxfc

Since Satan fell, whom follie overthrew,

And now returns hiifiom his prifon fcap’t,
Gravely in doubt whetherto ‘hold them wnfc e
Or not, who ask what botdnefs brought him hithes
Unlicenc't from his boands in Hell preferib’d

-So wife he judges it to fly-from pain

However,and to fcape his punifhment.

So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous, till the wrauth
Which thou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy Hight

.. Seavenfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell,

-

Which taught thee yetnio better, chit no pam

Can equal anger infinite provok’e.

But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore Wlth thee _
Cameé not all Hell broke loofe?. is pain to them'
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled, or thou then they

Lefs hardie to endure? courageous Chief; - ..
The firlt in flight from pain, had 't thou'alledg’d

To thy deferted hoft this caufe of fAighe,

Thou farely hadft not come fole fugitive.

To which the Fiend thus anfwerd frowning fterm;

Not that I lefs endure, or fhrink from pain,
Infulting Angel, well thow knowft I ftood
Thy fiercelt, when in Battel to thy aide
Thy bla&mg volied Thunder made allfpeed
And feconded thy elfe not dreaded Spear.
Bu ftill thy words at random, as before;
Argue thy inexperience what behoeves
.From hard affaies and ill fucceffes paft

A faithful Leader, not to-hazard all-
Through wayes of dangor'by himfelf untri d
1 therefore, T alone firft utrdcrtook

o reN e,
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To wing the'defolate Abyfs, andfpie - . -
This new created World, whereof in Helf
Fame is not filent, herein hope tofind -~ . . .3
Better abode, and my affliGed Powers ., -
To fettle hgre on Earth, or inmid Aire; .
Though for pofleffion put to try once more ~~~ =
What thou and thy gay Legionsdare againft; =
Whofe eafier bufinefs were to fervechirLord .-
- Highup in Heav'n, with fongs to hymne his Throne}
And pradisd diftances to cringe, not fight. -

To whom the warriour Angel, foonreplid,. :
To fay and ftrait unfay, pretendingfirt =
Wife to flie pain, profefling next the Spi¢,
Argues no Leader but a lyartracs, A
Satan, and couldft thou faithful add? O name; -
O facred name of faitbfulnefs profan'd ! _
Faithful to whom ? tothy rebelliouscrew s
Armie of Fiends, fit body to fit head ; '
Was this your difcipline and faith ingag'd,
Your military obedience, to diffolve =~ =~
Allegeance, to th acknowldg'd Power fupream#
And thou fly hypocrite, who now wouldft feers’
Patron of liberty, who more thenthou
Oncefawn'd, and cring'd, and fervilly ador'd
‘Heav'ns awful Monarch? wherefore but in hopé -
To difpoffefs him, and thy felf to reigne ? '
But mark what I arrcede thee now, avant;
Flie thicher whence thon fledft : if from chis houré
Within thefe hallowd limits thou appeer,
Back to th’ infernal pit I drag thee chaind,
And Seale thee {o, as henceforth not tofcorne
The facil gates of hell too flightly barrd.

So threatn'd hee, but Saran o no threats
Gavéheed, by waxing morein rage replid.

- ST 3 Thén
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Then whenIam thy captive talk of chaines,
Proud limitarie Cherube; butere then a
Farr heavier load thy felf expe-tofeel'
From my prevailing arme, though HeavensKing
Ride onthy wings, and thou with.thy Compeers,.
Us'd to the yoak, draw'ft his triumphant wheels
In progrefs through the rode of Heav'n'Star-pav'd.
While thus he fpake, th’ Angelic Squadron bright
Tdend fierie red, harpningin mooned hornes
Thir Phalanx, and began to hemm him round
With ported Spears; as thick as when a field
Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends
Her bearded Grove of ears, which way the wind
Swayesthem ; the careful Plowman doubting ftands
Lea(t on the threfhing floore his hopeful flreaves
Provechaff. Onth’ other fide Satan allarm'd
Colle&ing all his might dilated food,
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov'd : -
His ftature reacht the Skie, and on his Creft
Sat harror Plum'd ; nor wanted in his grafpe
What-feemd both Spear and Shield : now dreadfut
Mighe have enfu'd, nor onely Paradife ( deeds
In this commotion, but the Starrie Cope
Of Heav'n perhaps, or all the Elements
At leaft had gon to rack, difturbd and torne
_ With violence of this confli&, had not foon
Th’ Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray
Hung forth in Heav’n his golden Scales, yet feen
Betwixt Aftreaand the Scerpion {igne,
Wherein all things created firft he weighd,
The pendulous round Earth with ballanc’t Aire
- Incounterpoife, now ponders all events,
“Battels and Realms : in thefe he put two weights
The fequel each of parting and of fight; N
» ) T ke
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“The latter quick up flew, and kicke the beam
‘Which Gabriel {pying, thus befpake the Fiend.

" Satan,1know thy ftrebgth,’and thou knowft iine;
Neither ouy own but giv'a ; what follie then - -
Toboaft whac Arms can doé, fince thihe no more
Then Heav'n permits, nor mine, though doubld now
To trample thee as mire : for prooflook up;
"And read thy Lot in jon celeftial Sign™ " weak,
‘Where thou art, weigh'd, and fhawn how light, how
If thou refift. . The Fiend lookt up and knew

His mounted fcale alofi : nor more; but fled
Murmaring, and with him-fled the fhades of night, .

—
. —

The End of the Fonrth Book; -

Iz : Paradtfé



- .

1ué

Paradife Loft

BOOK V

THE ARGUMENT.

Morning approach’t, Eve relates to Adam ber trouble-
-—fome-dreams be likesst. not, yet comforts her : They
come forth to thir day labours : Thir Morning Hymn
at the Doer of thir Bewer. God to render Manin-
excufable fends Raphaelto adminifb bim of bis obe-
dience, of his free efbate, of bis enemy near at band ;.
who he. 35, and why bis enemy, and whatever elfe may
avail Adam to know. Raphael comes downto Para-
dife, bis appear ance deferib'd, his coming difcern'd by
Adam afar off fitting at the door of his Bower ; be
Zoes-ont to meet bim, brings bim to bis lodge, enter-

" tains himwith the choyceft fruitsof Paradife got to=
gether by Eve  thir difconrfe at Table : Raphael
performs bis meffage, minds Adam of his fate and
of bis enemy g relates at Adams requeft who that
enemyis, and bow he cameto be fo, beginning from
_bis firftrevolt in Heaven, and the occafian thereof 5

bow he drew his Legions after him tothe parts of the
North
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. Narth, and there sncited thews to rebel with bim;. per-
fwading all but only. Abdiel 4 Seraph, who in Arga-
ment'dsfwades and oppofes bim, then forfakeshim.

Ow Morn her rofie fteps in th’ EafternClime
Advancing fow'd the earth withOrientPearle,
When Adsm wak't, fo cultomd, for his feep
Was Aerie light from pure digeftionbred,
And temperat vapors bland, which ti’ only found
. Of leaves and fuming rills, Awrera’s fan, '
Lightly difpers'd,and the fhrill Matin Song
Of Birds on every bough ; fo muchthe more
His wonder was to find unwak’nd Eve = =
- ‘With Trefles difcompos'd, and glowing Cheek,
As through unquiet reft : heon his fide
Leaning half-rais’d, with looks of cordial Love
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld '
Beautie, which whether waking or afleep,
Shot forth peculiar Graces; then with voice
Milde, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, ,
_Her hand foft touching, whifperd thus. Awake
My faireft, my efpous'd, my lateft found,
- Heav'ns laft beft gift, my ever new delighe, -

- Awake, the merning fhines, and the frefh field
Calls us, we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring
Ourtended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove,.
‘What drops the Myrrhe, and what the balmie Reed, -
How Nauire paints her colours,how the Bee
Sitson the Bloom extra&ing liquid fweet. A

Such whifpering wak'd her, but with ftarcl'd eye
On Adam,whom imbracing, thus (he fpake.

O Sole inwhommy thoughts find all repofe,
My Glorie, my Perfetion, glad I fee

Thy face, and Morn return’d, for I thisN?ght,f
T | T Such
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~ Such nighe il this I nevet pafs'd, have dream'd,

If dream’d, not as I oftam wont, of thee,
Wotks of day pafs't, or marrowsnext-defigne,

But of offence and trouble, which my mind -

Knew never till this itkfom night 3 methoughe
Clofeat mine ear one call'd me forth to walk

' With gentle voice, I.thaught it chine 5 it faid,’
Why fleepftthou Eve? now is the pleafant time,
"The cool, the filent, fave where filence yiclds

To the night-warbling Bird, that now awake
Tunes fweeteft hislove-labor’d fong; now reignes
Full Orbd the Moon, and with more pleafing light
~ Shadowie fers off the face of things; invain, = -
If none regard ; Heav'n'wakes wich all his eyes,
‘Whomto behold but thee, Matures defire,

In whofe fight ali things joy, with ravifhment
Attracted by thy beanty fisll to gaze.

I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not 5

- Tofind thee I dire®ed then my walk;

And on, methought, alone I pafs'd through ways
That brought me on afudden to the Tree

- Of interdi®ed Knowledge : fair it feem’d,

Much fairer to my Fancie then by day »

And as Iwondring lookt. befide it ftoed " °

One fhap d and wing'd like one of thofe from Heav’n
By usoft feen; his dewie locksdiftill’'d

Ambrofia; onthar Tree he alfo gaz'd;

‘And O fair Plant, faid he, with fruic furcharg'd,
Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fweet,
Nor God, nor Man ; is Knowledge fo defpis'd ?

Or envie, or what referve forbids to tafte?

Forbid who will, none fhall from me withhold
Longer thy offerd good, why elfe fet here ?

This fzid he paus'd not, but with ventrous Arme



Book V. Paravne w0ou. — 1ig

He pluck, he tafted ; mee damp horrorchifd ;; .
At fuch bold wordsvoucht with adeedfo bold 3. -
But he thus overjoy'd, O Fruit Divine, .
Sweet of thy fel},.bu_t much more fweet thus cropt,
Forbidd'n here, it feems, as onely fit o
For God’s, yetable to make Gods of Men: .». -
And why not Gods of Men, fince good, themore -
Communicated, more abundant growes, T
The Author not impair'd, but honourd more 2
Here, happie Creature, fair Angelic. Eve,
Partake thou alfo ; happic though thou art,
Happier thou mayit be, worthier canft not be:
_ “Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods - -
Thy felf a Goddefs, not to Earth confind, .
But fomtimes in the Air, as wee, fomtimes
" Afcend to Heav'n, by merit thine,and e

What life the Gods live there, and fuch livethou..
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held,

Even to my mouthof that fame fruit held part

Which he had plucke ; the pleafant favourie fmell

So quick'nd appetite, that I, methought,

Could not but tafte, Forthwith up tothe Clouds
. With him I flew, and underneath beheld

The Earth outftretcht immenfe, a profpect wide

And various: wondring at my flight and change
" To this high exaltation; fuddenly :

My Guide was gon, and I, me thought, funk down,

And fell afleep ; but O how glad I'wak'd

To find this but a dream! Thus Eveher Night

Related, and thus Adam anfwerd fad.

Beft Image of my felf and dearer half,.

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep

Affedts me equally ; nor can Ilike

This uncouth dream, of evil [prung Ifear ; .

: ' ) B I4 - Yet
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Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, '
Created pure. But knoiw that in the Souls
‘Aremany lefler Faculties that ferve

Reafonas chief; among thefe Fanfie next
Her office holds; of allexternal things,

Which the five watchful Senfes reprefent,

She forms Ttnaginations, Aerié thapes, A

Which Reafon joyning or disjoyning, frames
‘All what we affirm or what deny, and call -

‘Our knowledge or opinion ; then rétires
Into her private Cell when Nature refts.

Oft in her abfence mimic Fanfie wakes -
~iToimitate her ; but misjoyning fhapes,

Wilde work produces oft, and moft in dreams,

1l matching words and deeds long paft or late.’

Som fuch refemblances methinks I find
Of our laft Eevnings talk, in this thy dream,

But with addition ftrange ; yet be nos fad.

Evilinto the mind of God or Man
May come 4nd go, fo unapprov’d, and leave
No fpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope
That what in fleep thou didft' abhorr to dream,
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. '

Be not difheart’nd then, nor cloud thofe looks
That worit to be more chearful and ferene’ -

Then when fair Morning firft fmiles on the World,
And et us to our frefh imployments rife ‘
Among the Groves, the Fountains, and the Flours
That open now thir choiceft bofom'd fmells -

Refervd from night, and kept for thee in ftore.

- So cheard he his fair Spoufe, and fhe was cheard,
But filently a gentle tear lecfall . S
Fromeither eye, and wip'd them with her haire
Two other precious drops that ready ftood, Each

« V- st ) R - ac
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Each in thir Chryftal fluce, hee ere they fell ¢
Xifs'd as the grdcious figns of fweet rémorfe -,
And ‘pious awe, that fear(; to have offended.

So all was cleard, and to the Field they hafte.
But firft from under fhadie arborous roof, ‘

Soon as they forth weré come to open fight ,
Of day-fpring, and the Sun, who fcarce up rifen
With wheels yet hov'ring o’re the Oceanbrim, *
Shot paralel to the earth his dewieray, « = -
Difcovering in wide Lantskip all the Eat = =
Of Paradife and Edeéns happie Plains, N
Lowly they bow’d adoring, and began

Thir Orifons, eachMorning duly paid

In various ftyle, for neither various ftyle

Nor holy rapture warited they to praife

Thir Maker, in fic ftrains prohounc’cor fun
Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence ‘
Flowd from thir lips, in Profe of nymerous Verfe,
More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp,

To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began,

Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of good,
Almightie, thinethis univerfal Frame, = =
Thus‘wondrous fair ; thy felf how wondrous then !
Unfpeakable, who fitft abové thefe Heavens
To usinvifible ordimlyfeen *~ ~ = =
In thefe thy loweft works, yet thefe declare
Thy' goodnefs beyond thought, and Power Divine:
Speak yee who beft can tell, ye Sons of light, ‘
Angels, for yee behold him, and with fongs
And choral fymphonies, Day without Night,

Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heay'n,

On Earth joyn all ye Creatures to extoll

Him firlt, himlatt, him midft, and without end,
Faireft of Stirrs, laft in the train of Nigh, ¢
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If better thon belong nat to the dawn, -
Sure pledge of day, that crowntft the fmilingMotn - -
‘With thy bright Circlet, praife him in thiy Spheare -
While day arifes, that fweet hour of Prime. .
- Thou Sun, of this great World both Eye and Soule,
Acknowledge him thy Greater,found his praife
Inthy eternal courfe, both when thou climb ft, .
- And when highNoon haft gaind,and whenthou fallft,
Moon, that now meetft the orient Sun, now fli’'ft
With the fixt Starrs, fixt in thir Orb that flies,
'And yee five other wandring Fires that move
In myftic Dance not without Song, refound
His praife, who out of Darknefs calld up Light,
Aire, and ye Elements the eldeft birth
~Of Natures Womb, thatin quaternion ran
Perpetual Circle, multiform; and mix A
And nourifh all things, let your ceaflefs change
Varie to our great Maker ftill new praife.
Ye Mifts and Exhalations thar now rife
~ From Hill or fteaming Lake, duskieor grey,
Till the Sun paint your fleecie skirts with Geld,
In horourto the Worlds great Author rife,
Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolourd skie,
Or wet the thirftie Earth with falling fhowers,
Rifing or falling ftill advance his praife. '
His praife ye Winds, that from four Quarters blow,
Breathe foft or loud; and wave yourtops, ye Pines,
With every Plant,in lign of Worlhip wave. .
Fountains and yee, thatwarble, as ye flow,
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife.
Joyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds, |
That finging up to Heaven Gate afcend,
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife ;.
Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk ™
. : . Q

)
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The Earth, and ftately tread, or lowly creep;
Witnefs if Ibe filent, Morn or Ecven, ¢
To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or frefh fhade . -
Made vocal by my Song, and taught his praife.
Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill .

To giveus onely good ; and if the night s
“Have gathered aught of evil or conceald, =

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 1
~ So pray'dtheyinnocent, and to thir thoughts
“Firm peace recoverd foon and wonted calm. ;

Onto thir mornings rural work they hafte’

Among fweet dewes and flotirs’; where any row

Of Fruit-trees ovérwoodie reachd too farr

Thir pamperd boughes, and needed bands to check

Fruitlefs imbraces : or they led the Vine

To wed ber Elm; fhe fpous’d about him twines

Her mariageable arms, and with her brings

Her dowr ch’adopted Clufters, to adorn

His barren leaves. Them thusimploid beheld

With pittie Heav'ns high King, and to him call'd

Ruaphael, the fociable Spirit, that deign'd

To travel with Tobias, and fecur'd

~ His marriage with the feaventimes-wedded Maid. .
Raphacl, faid hee, thou hear'{t what ftir on Earth,

Satan from Hell fcap't through the darkfom Gulf

Hath raifd in Paradife, and how difturbd .

This night the human pair, how he defignes

Inthem at onceto ruin all mankind. =~

Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend

Converfe with _4dam, in what Bowre or fhade

Thou find'tt him from the heat of Noon rerir'd,

To refpit his day-labour with repaft, = =

Or with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on,

As may advife him of his happie ftarte, :

. ' ) ’ ‘ Happinefs
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Mappinefs in his power left free to will, .
Lefi to his own free Will, his Wil though free,
Yet mutable ; whence warne him to beware -
" He fwerve nottoo fecure ; tell him withall -
His danger, and from whom, wha enemie
Late falln himfelf from Heav'n, is plotting now
The fall of others from like ftate of blifs5
By violence, no, for that fhall be withftood,
But by deccit and lies 5 this let him know,
Leaft wilfully tranfgreffing he pretend
Surprifal, unadmonifht, unforewarnd.
~ Sofpake ' Eternal Father, and futfilld
All Juftice : nor delaid the winged Saint
After his charge receivd ; butfrom among
Thoufand Celeftial Ardors, where he ftood
Vaild with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light
‘Flew through the midft of Heav’n; th’ angelic Quires
. Oneach hand parting, to his fpeed gave way
Through all th’ Empyreal road; till ac the Gate
Of Heav'n arriv'd, the gate felf-opend wide -
. Ongolden Hinges turning, as by work
Divine the fov’ran Archite® had fram’d.
From heace, no cloud, or, to obftruct his fight,
Starr interpos’d, however fmall he fees,’
Not unconform to other fhining Globes, :
Earth and the Gard'n of God, with Cedars crownd
Above all Hills. Aswhen by night the Glafs
~Of Galileo, lefs affur’d, obferves ‘
Imagind Lands and Regions inthe Moon:
Or Pilot from amidft the Cyclades
Delos or Samos firft appeering kenns
A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight
~ He fpeeds, and through the vaft Ethereal Skie
Sgiles between worlds and worlds, with fteddie s.&ing
: : ovr

»
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Now on the polar wind¢s, thenwith quick Fana -
‘Winnows the buxom Air ; till within foare
Of Towring Eagles, to all the Fowles he feems
A Phenix, gard by all, as that fole Bird
When to enfhrine his reliquesin the Sun's
Brighit Tetnple, to e« £gyptian Theb's he flies. . -

At once on th’ Eaftern cliff of Paradife

Helights, dnd to his proper (hape retirns |+

A Séraph wingd ; lix wings he wore, to fhade

His lineaments Divine ; - the pair that clad ,

Each fLioulder broad, came mantling o're his breft

With regal Ornament ; the middle pair

Girt like a Starrie Zone his wafte, and round

Skirted his loines and thighes with downie Gold

And coloursdipt in Heav'n ; the third his feer

_ Shaddowd from either heele with featherd maile

Skie-tinur'd grain. Like Maia’s fon he ftood,

And fhoek his Plumes, that Heav'nly fragrdnce filld

The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the Bands

Of Angels under watch; andto bis ftate, -

And to his meffage high in honourrife; -

For on fom meffage high they guefsd him bound.

Thir glitrering Tents he pafsd, and now is come

Into the blifsful field, through Groves of Myrrhe,

And fouring Odours, Caffia, Nard, and Balme

A Wildernefsof {weets ; for Nature here

Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will _

Her VirginFaneies, pouring forth more {weee, ..

‘Wilde above Rule or Atts enormous blifs.

Him through the fpicic Forrelt onward com -

Adamdifcernd, asin the dorehefar :

Of his coole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun:

Shot down dire& his fervid Raies to warme

Earths inmoft womb, more warmth then 4dams needs;
' i -And
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And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd
For dinner favourie-fruits, of tafte to pleafe
True appetite, and not difrelifh chirft S
Of ne&arous draughrs between, from milkie ftieam,
“Berrieor Grape : to whomthus Adamcalld. -
Hafte hither Ewve, and worth thy fight betiald
Eaftward among thofe Trees, what glorious fhape .
- Comes this way movirig ; feems another Morn - .
“Ris'non mid-noon ; fom great beheft from Heav'a
To us perhaps he brings, and will voutfafe
This day to be onr Gueft. But goe with fpeed,
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth and pouré
Abundance, fitto honour and receive =
Our Heav'nly firanger ; well we thay afford "
Our givers thir own gifts, and farge beflow
From large beftowd, where Nattire multiplies
- Her fertilgrowrh, and by disburd'ning grows -
More fruitful, ‘which infltru@s us not to fpare. -

To whom thus Eve. _4dam, ¢arths hallowd moiild;
Of God infpir'd, fmall ftore will ferve, where ftore,
All feafons, ripe for ufe hangsonthe flalk ; -

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains

To nourifh, and fuperfluous moift confames :

Bur 1will hafte and from eachbough and break,
Each Plant and jucieft Gourd will pluck fuch choice
To'entertain our Angel gueft, as hee '
Beholding fhall confefs that here on Earthi
God hath difpentt his bounties as in Heav'n;

So faying, with difpatchfal looks in hafte
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent
What choice o chufe for delicacie beft,

‘What order, {o contriv'd as not to mix

Taltes, not well joynd, inelegant, but bring
Tatte after tafte upheld with kindlieft change, -
- Beftirs

ook V,
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Beftirs her then, and from each vender ftalk &
Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yields
In India Eaft or Weft, or middle thoarée
In Pontus or the Punic Coaft, or where - ,
Alcinons reign'd, fruit of all kindes, in coate,
Rough, or fmooth rin'd, or bearded husk, or fhell
She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board
Heaps with unfparing hand ; for drink the Grape
Shiecruthes, inoffenlive mouft, and meathes

- From many a bertie, and fromfweet keraels preft
She tempers duleet creams, nor thefe to hold

- Wants her fic veflels pure, then ftrews the ground
With Rofe and Odours from the fhrub untum’d.
Mean while our Ptimitive great Sire, to. meet
His god-like Guett, walks forth, without more train -
Accompani'd then with his own compleat )
Perfedions, in himfelf was all his ftate,

More folemn then the tedious pomp that waits
OnPrinces; when thit rich Retinue long .

Of Horfes led, and Grooms befimeard with Gold
Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape.

Neerer his prefence Adam though not awd,

“Yet with fubmifsapproach and reverence meek, P
As to a fuperior Nature, bowing low, :

- - Thus faid. -Native of Heav'n, fot other place
None can then Heav'n fuch glorious fhape contain §
Since by defcending from the Thrones above,

Thofe happie places thou haft deignd 4 while -
Towant, and honour thefe, voutfafe withus
Two onely, whoyet by fov'ran gift poffefs
This fpacious ground, in yonder fhadie Bowre -

To reft, and whae the Garden choiceftbears -
To firand tafte, till this meridianhear ==~
Be over, and the Sun more coole decline. ,

' Whom
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‘Whom thus the :Angelic Vertue anfwerd milde,

Adam, 1thetefore came, nor art thou fuch

Created, or fuch place baft here to dwell, .

As may not oft invite, though Spiritsof Heav'n -

Tovifit thee 5 léad on then where thy Bowre .. -

Orefhides ; for thefe mid-bours; till Eevning rife

Thaveacwill; SototheSilvanLodge . .. .~

They came, that like Pomorra's Atbour fmil’'d. - .

With fourets deck’t and fragrant fmells ; but Eve

Undeckr, fave with her felf more lovely fair = .

:Then Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs feign'd -

Of threethat inMount Jdapaked firove,

Stood to entertain her gueft from Heav'n; no vaile

Shee needed, Vertue-proof, no thought infirme

Alterd her cheek. Onwhomthe Angel Haile

Beftowd, the holy falutationus'd “

Long after to bleft Afarie; fecond Eve. C
-Haile Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful Womb

Shall fill the World more numerous: with thy Sons

Thefrwith thefe various fruits the Trees of God -

Have heap'd this Table: Rais'd of graffie terf

.Thir Table was,; and mofie feats had round,

And on her ample Square from fideto fide = |

All Autuwn pil'd, though Spring and Autumn here

Danc'd band in hand, A while difcourfe they hold ;

No fear left Dinner coole; whenthusbegan

- Our Authour. Heav'nly ftranger, pleafe to tafte
Thefe bounties which our Nourifher, from whom
All perfeg good unmeafur'd out, defcends,
~ Tous for food and for delight hatheaus’'d

The Earthto yield ; unfavourie food perhaps

To fpiritual Natares; only this I know,

That one Celeftial Father gives toall.

- e
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 Towhom the "Angel.. Therefore what he gives
(-\Whofe praife be ever fung) to man in part
Spiritual, may of pureft Spirits be found
No ingrateful food = and food alike thofe pure
Intelligential fubflances require: . v
Asdoth yourRational ; and both contain
Within them every lower facultie. -

Of fenfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch taﬁe
Tafting concod, digeft, affimilate,

And coxporeal toincorporeal turn..

For know, whatéver was cregted, uecds

Tobe fuftaind and fed ; of Elements . . . ..

- The groffer feeds the purer, Earththe Sea, L
Earth and che Sea feed Air, the Air thofe Fires
Ethereal, and asloweft irft theMoon 5 =~

~Whence in her vxfage round thofe fpots, unpurg d
Vapoursnat yet inte her fubftance turnd.

Nor doth the Mpon no notirifhmert exhale

From hér moift Continent to higher Qrbes,

The Sun that light imparts to all, receives

From all his alimental recompence

In humid exhalatioris, and at Even -

Sups with the Qcean ¢ thoughin Heav'n the Trees
Of life ambrofial frutage bear, and vines = |
Yield Nedar, though fromoff the boughs each Morri
‘We bruth mellifluons Dewes, and find the ground -
Cover'd with pearly graint yet God hath here
‘Varied his bounty fo with new deljghts;

As may compare with Heayen ; and 1o tafte-

T hink not I fhallbe nice. So down they fat,
And to thir viands fell, nor feemingly .

The Angel, nor in milt, the common glofs
Of Thcologlans, but, with keen dxfpatﬁh ¥

f teal htiniger; and heate " R
©Of teal htiiger; a concog:ve ea i
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Ta mnfubﬁanuatm what redgunds, trmfp!rcs

" Through Spirits with cafe ; nor wonder 5 if by fire

Of footy coal the Etnpmc Alchimift
-Canturn, or holds it poffible vo: turn - -
Metals of droffieft Ox’e to perfet Gold
. As from the Mine. Mean whilear Table Eve
Minifterd naked, and thir flowing cups
Wiih pleafant liquors crown'd : O mnocence
- Deferving Paradife! if ever, then, -
Then had the Sons.of God excufe to have bin-
Enamour'd at that fight ; “butin chofe hearts -
Love unlibidinous reign’ d, nor jealoufie
Was underfiood, the injur'd Lavers Hell. - ‘
" Thuswhen with meats and drinks théy had fi uﬁi%'d,
Not burd’nd Nature, fudden mind arofe
In _4dam, not to let, 'th’ occafion pafs
Given him by this great Conference to know
Of things above his World, and of thir being
* Who dwell in Heav’n, whofe excellence he faw
Tranfcend his own.fo farr, whofe radiant forms -
Divine effulgence, whofe high Power fo far-
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeects -
Thus to tly l:.mpyreal Migifter he fram’d.
Inbabitant with God, now knew I well
Thy favour, in this honoar done to man,
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft voutfaf't
‘To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte,
Food notof Angels, yer accepted fo,
As that more willingly thou couldft not feem
At Heav'ns highfeafts ro have fed : yet what compare?
To whom the winged Hierarch replid.
" O Adim, one Almightie is, from whom -
All things proeeed, and up to him retum,
If not depravid from good, creared all - Such
Sack



Book V. Patadile Lok, 13
Such to perfedtion, one Fift midteerall,
Indu'd with various forms, various degrees
Of fubftance, and in things thar live, of life;
But more refin'd, mote fpititous, and pure,
As neerer to him plac’t or eerer tending
Each in thir feveral a&ive Sphearsaffignd,
Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds o
" Proportiond to each kind. So from rhe root
“Springs lighter the green ftalk, from chence the léaveg
More aerie, laft the bright confummate floure
Spirits odbreus breathes : flours and thir frude
Mans nourithnient, by gradual feale fublim¢
To vital Spirits afpire, to animal, - - -~
To ideellé@usl, giveboth life and fenfe, - -
Fanfie and underftanding, whence the Soule
Reafon receléts, and reafon is her being,
Difcurfive, or Intuitive ; diftourfe
Is ofteft youts, the latter moftis ours;, .
Differing but in degtee; of kind the fame.
Wonder not then; what God for you faw good
If I refufe not, but convert, asyoi, o
To proper fubftine€ , time may come when men
- ‘With Angels may participate, and find -
-No iriconvenient Diet, nor too light Fare :
And fromthefe corporal nutriments perhaps
Your bodi€s may at laft turnallto Spirir,
Improv’d by trad of time, and wingd afcend
Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice
Here or inHeav'nly Paradifes dwell 5 -
If ye be found obedient, and retain
Unalterably firm his love entire
Whofe progenie you are. Mean while enjoy
Your fill what happinefs this happie ftate
- €an comprehend, incapable of more. .
C K 2 ,_’\ . To

LN
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To whom the Patriarch of mankind replid,
O favourable fpirit, propitious gueft, -
Well haftthou taughe the way that might dire@
Our knowledge, and the fcale of Nature fet
From center to circumference, whereon
Incontemplation of created things
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay, ,
‘What meant that caution joind, sf ye be found -
Obedient ? . can we want obedience then :
To him, or poffibly his lovedefere = =~
- “Who formd usfrom the duft, and plac'd us heré
- Fulito t(})_e‘.utmqﬁ meafure of what blifs
Human défires can feek or apprehend ?

Towhomthe Angel, Son of Heavnand Eaeth, -

Attend : That thou art happie, owe to God 5
That thou continu'ft fuch, owe to thy felf,
That is, to thy obedience; therein ftand.

7This was that caution giv'nthee; be advis'd.
God made thee perfet, not immutable ;

And good he made thee, but to perfevere

Be left ic in thy power, ordaind thy will

By nature free, not over-rul'd by Fate
Inextricable, or ftri& neceffity 5

Qur voluntarie fervice he requires,

Not our neceffitated, fuch with him

Findes no acceptarnce, nor can find, for how
Can hearts, not free, be tri’d whether they ferve
Willing or no, whio will but what they muft
By Dettinie, and can no other choofe? :
My felf and all th’ Angelic Hoft that ftand

In fight of Godenthron'd, our happie ftate

* Hold, as youyours, while our obedience holds
On other furety none ; freely we ferve,
Bevaufe wee freely love, asin our will

L To
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Toloveornot; inthisweftandorfall: -
And fom arefall'n, to difobedience fall'n, -
Andfo from Heav'n to deepeft Hell; Ofall ,

- From what high ftate of blifs into what woe ! . -

To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words -
Attentive, and with more delighted eare,
Divine inftru®er, I have heard, thenwhen -
Cherubic Son‘gsby night from neighbouring Hills

“ Aereal Meficfend : nor knew I not R
Tobe both will and deed created free;

Yet that we never fhall forget tolove .

- Our maker, and obey him whofe command ]
Single, is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts
Affur'd me, and ftill affare : though what thou tellt
Hath paft in Heav’n, fom doubt withjn me move,
But more defire to hear, if thou confent,

The full relation, which muft needs be ftrange,
Worthy of Sacred filence tobe heard;
And we have yet large day, for fcarce theSun
Hach finifht half his journey, and fcarce begins .
His other half in the great Zone of Heav’n,
Thus Adam made requett, and Raphael
After fhort paufe affenting, thus began.
High matter thou injoinft me, O prime of men,

- Sad task and hard, for how fhall I relate

To human fenfe th’ invifible exploits =
Of warring Spirits ; how witliout remorfe
The ruin of fo many gloriousonce .

And perfer while they ftood; how laft unfould
The fecrets of another world, perhaps

~ Not lawfal to reveal? yetfor thy good
This is difpenc’t, and what furmounts the reach
Of human fenfe, I fhall delineate fo, -

By lik'ning fpiritual to corporal forms, L
K .o Be

avas o
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‘As may exprefsthem beft, thaugh whay if Earsh
Be but the fhaddow of Heav'n, and things therein
Each to other like, mgre then on earth is thoughs 2
Asyen this world was not, and Chass wilde
Reignd where thefe Heav'ns now rowl, where Earth
Upon her Center pois'd, whemonaday  (nowrefts
( For time, though in Eternitie, apgl"& o
iTo motion; meafures all things durable
By prefent, paft, and future ) onfuch day
AsHeav'ns great Year brings forth,th’ Empyreal Hof}
Of Angels by Imperial fummons call'd, ‘
Innumerable before th’ Almighties Throne
- Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appeerd
Under thir Hierarchs in orders briglt;t ‘
Ten thoufand thoufand Enfignes high advanc'd,
Standards, and Gonfalons twixt Van and Reare
Streame.in the Aire, and for diftin&ion ferve
Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees;
Or in thir glittering Tiffues bear imblaz'd
Holy Memorials, adts of Zeale and Love
Recorded eminent. Thus when in Orbes -
- Of circuit inegpreffible they ftood,
Orb within Orb, the Fajher infinite,
By whom in blifs imbofom’d fat the Son,
Amidft as from a flaming Mount, whofe top,
Brightnefs had made invifible,thus fpake.
Hear ail ye Angels, Progenie of Light,
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Powers,
Hear my. Discree, which norevok’t fhall ftand.
This day I have begot whom I declare
My onely Son, and on this holy Hill
Him have ancinted, whom ye now behold.
Atmy right hand ; your Head I him appoint ;
And by. my Self have fworn.co him fhall bow I
. All
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All knees in Heav'n, and fhall confefs him Lord :
Under his great Vice-gerent Reign abide
United as one individual Soule

For ever happie : him who difobeyes

Mee difobeyes, breaks union, and chat da

‘Caft out from God and bleffed vifion, falls

Into utter darknefs, deep ingulft, his place
Ordaind without redemption, without end.

So fpake th’ Omnipotent, and with his words
All feemd well pleas’d, all feem’d, but were not all
That day, as other folemn dayes, they fpent
In fong and dance about the facred Hill,

Myftical dance, which yonder ftarrie Spheare

Of Planets and of fixt in all her Wheeles

Refembles neareft, mazes intricate,

Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular :

. Then moft, when moft irregular they feem,

And in thir motions harmonie Divine

$o {mooths her charming tones, that Gods own ear

Liftens delighted. Eevning now approach’d.

( For wee have alfo our Eevning and our Morn,

Wee ours for change dele&able, not need )

Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn

Defirous ; all in Circles as they ftood,

Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd

With Angels Food, and rubied Nectar flows

1nPearl, in Diamond, and maffie Gold,

Fruit of delicious Vines, the growth of Heav'n.

On flours repos'd,and with frefh Bourets crownd,

They eate, they drink, and in communion fwect

Quaff immortalirie and joy, fecure

Of furfet where full meafure onely bounds

Excefs, before th’ all bounteous King, who fhowrd

With copious hand, rejoycing in thir joy. i
' K4 Now
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Now when ambrofial Night with Cloudsexhal’d . =
From that high monnt of God, whence light & fhade
- Spring both, the face of brighteft Heav'n had changd
To grateful Twilight ( for Night comes net there
In darker veile ) and rofeat Dews difposd -
All but the unfleéping éyes of God to reft, -
‘Wide over all the Plain, and wider farr -
Thenall this globous Earth in Plain out fpred,
~ (Such are the Courts of God ) Th’ Angelic throng.
Difperft in Bands and Files thir Camp extend
By living Streams among the Trees'of Life,
Pavilions numberlefs, and {udden reard, -
Celeftial Tabernacles, where they flept
Fannd with coole Winds, fave thofewhoin thir courfe
Melodious Hymns about the fovran Throne i
Alternate all night long: but not fo wak'd
Satan, fo call him now, his former name'
Is heard no more inHeav'n; he of the firft,
If not the firft Arch-Angel; great in Power,
Infavour and praeminence, yet fraught
‘With envie againft the Son of God, that day
Honourd by his great Father, and proclaimd
Meffiab King anointed, could not beare
Through pride chat fight, & thought himfelf impaird,
Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain, o
Soonas midnight brought on the duskie houre
Friendlieft to fleep and lilence. he refolv’d
With all his Legions to diflodge, and leave
Unworfhipt, unobey'd the Throne fupream -
Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate
Awak’ning, thus to him in fecret fpake. =
Sleepft thou Companion dear, what fleep can clofe
Thy eye-lids? and remembreft what Decree |

of
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- Of yefterday, fo late hath paft the lips o
~ Of Heav'ns Almightie. Thoy to methy thoughtg
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont toimpart 5
Both waking we weré one; how then can now
. Thy fleep diffent? new Laws thon feeft impos'd
New Laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife
In us who ferve, ety Counfels, todebate o
What doubtful may enfue, more in this place
To utter is not fafe. Affemble thou -
Of all thofe Myriads which we lead the chief;
Tell them that by command, ere yer dim Night ‘
Her (hadowie Cloud withdraws, I am tohafte, ;
And all who under; me thir Banners wave, '
- Homeward with flying march where we poffefs
The Quarters of the North, there to prepare -
Fit entercainment to receive our Kin e
The great Meffiah, and his new commands,
‘Who fpeedily through all the Hierarchies
Intendsto pafs triumphant, and give Laws.

- Sofpake the falfe Arch-Angel,and infas'd
Badinfluence into th’ unwarje breft =~ . .
Of his Affociate ; hee rogether calls, -

- Or feveral one by one, the Regent Powers,

‘Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught, -
That themoft High commanding, now ere Night,
Now ere dimNight had difincumberd Heav'n,. -
The great Hierarchal Standard wasto move ;
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and caftsberween’
Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found
Or taint integritie ; butall obey’d ‘
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice -
Of thir great Potentate; for grear indeed

- His name, and high was his degreein Heav'n; .

3 B3 - = - Rt Hi;
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His count’nance, as the Morning Starr that guides
“The Ragyrie flock, altur'd them, and whhlpes
Drew afeex-him che third part of Heav'as Hoft :
Mean while th’ Eternal eye, whofe fighe difcernes
Abftrufelt choughus, from forth his holy Mount -
Andfrer within the golden Lamps thacbarne
Niﬁhtly before him, faw without thir light -
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, how fpred
Ami~ng the fons of Morn, what multitudes
. ‘Were baaded to oppofe his high Decree; -
And {niling to his onely Son thus faid,
Son, thon in whom my glory I behold
In fuil refplendence, Heir of all my might,
Neerly it now concernesusto be fure
Of our Qmnipotence, and withwhat Arms
‘We mean to hold what anciently we claim
Of Deitie or Empire, fuch afoe
Is rifing, whointends to ere his Throne
Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious North 5
Nor fo content, hath in bis thought to try  »
In battel, what our Power is, or our right.
- Let us advife, and tothis hazard draw
With fpeed what force is left, and allimploy
In our defence, left unawareswelofe -
This our high place, our San&uarie, our Hill.
. Towhem the Son with calm afpe& and cleer
Light'ning Divine, ineffable, ferene,.
‘Made anfwer. Mightie Father, thou thy foes
Juftly haft in derilion, and fecure
Laugh'ft at thir vain defignes and tumults vain,
Matter to mee of Glory, whom thir hate
* Hluftrates, when they (ee all Regal Power
Giv'n me o quell thir pride, and in eveng
' ‘ o Know

’
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- Know whether I1he dextrousto fubdue ‘
" Thy Rebels, or befound the worft in Heav'n,
So fpake the Son, but Sarqn with his Powers
Far was advanct on winged fpeed, an Hoft - '
Innumerable as the Starrs of Nighe,
Or Starrs of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sugy
Impearls on.every leaf and every flouer.
_Regions they pafs'd, the mightie Regencies
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones
In thir triple Degrees, Regtons to which
All thy Dominion, 4dam, isno more
Then what this Garden is to all the Earth,
And all the Sea, from one entire globofe
Stretche into Longitude ; which having pafs'd
At length into the limits of the North :
They came, and Satan to his Royal feat
High on a Hill, far blazing, as a Mount
. Rais'd ona Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs ‘
From Diamond Quatries hew’n, and Rocks of Gold,
The Palace of great Lucifer, ( fo call '
That Scru@ure in the DialeGgof men
Interpreted ) which notdong after, he
Affecting all equality with God,
Inimication of that Moynt whereon
Meffiab was declar'd in fight of Heav'n,
The Mountainof the Congregation call'd ;
For cthither he affembl'd all his Train,
- Pretending fo commanded to confult
About the great reception of thir King,
Thither to come, and with calumnious Art.
Of counterfered truch thus held thir ears, (ers,
Thrones,Dominations, Princedomes,Vertues, Powe
If thefe magnific Titlesyet remain — N '
) ) .~ INOt
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- Not meerly titolar, fince by Decree ‘
Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs’t .
All Power; and us eclipft under the name

"Of King anointed, for whom all this bafte
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here,

- This ofely to confult how we may bett
‘With what may be devis’d of honoursnew
Re:eive him coming to receive fromus
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile,

. Too muchto one, but double how endur’d,

To one and to his image now proclaim'd?

But what if better counfels mighe ere®

Our minds and teach us to caft off this Yoke?.

'Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe tobend

The fupple knee ? ye will not, if Itruft ‘

“Fo knew ye right, or if ye know your felves

Natives and Sons of Heav'n poffeflt before

- By none, and if not equal all, yer free,

¥qually €ree; for Orders and Degrees
Jarr not with liberty, but well confit.
‘Who can in reafon therwor right affume
Monarchie over fuch as live By righe
Hisequals, if in powerand fplendor lefs, -
Infreedome equal? or canintroduce

Law and Edi& on us, who without law

- Erre not, much lefs for this to be our Lord,
Andl-ok for adoration to th’abufe =
Of thofe Imperial Titles which affert

‘Cur being ordain’d to govern, not to ferve ?

Thus farr his bold difcourfe without controute
Had audience, when among the Seraphim '
:Abdiel, then whom none with more zeale ador'd
The Deitie, and divine commands obeid, - p

C ' 7 Stoo
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Stood d1p, and in a flame of Zeale fevere :
The current of hisfury thus opposd.

" © argument blafphemous, falfe and proud !

* Words which no eare ever to hear in Heav'n:
Expe&ed, lealt of all from thee, “ingrate
In place thy felf fo high above thy Peeres.
Canft thou with impious obloquie condemné
‘The juft Decree of God, pronounc’t and fworn,
~"That to his enly Son by right endu'd !
‘With Regal Scepter, every Soule in'Heav’n
Shall bend the knee, and ‘in that honour due
Confefs him rightful King ? .unjuft thou faift
Flarly unjuft, to binde with Laws the free,
‘And equal over equals to let Reigne,
'One over all with unfucceeded power. ,

- Shalt thou give Law to God, fhalt thou difpute
With him the peints of libertie, whomade =
‘Theé what thou art, and formd the Pow’rs of Heav'n

‘Such ashe pleafd,-and circumfcrib’d chir being?
Yet by experience taught we know how good,

And of our good, and of our dignitie

How provident he is, how farr from thought

To makeus lefs, bent rather to exale

Our happie ftate under one Head miore neer
Bnited. Bur to grant it thee unjuft,

That equal over equals Monarch Reigre :

Thy felf though great and glorious doft thou cort;

o baleaae ™M .

Or all Angelic Nature joind inone, " *
Equal to him begotten Son, by whom
As by his Word the mighty Father made
Allthings, ev'nthee, and all the Spirits of Heav'n
By him created im thir bright degrees,
Crownd them with Glory, and to thir Glory nam'd

/ ) Thrones,
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. ‘Thrones;, Dominatietis, Riincedodus, Vertues,Pawers,

Effential Powers, nor by his Reign obfcurd,
But more illufirious made, fince he rhe Head -
One of oyr number thus reduc’t becomes,

His Laws our Laws, all honour ro bimdone .
Returns our own. Ceafe then thisimpions rage,

- -And tempt not thefe ; but haft'n to appeafe
Th’ incenfed Father, and th' incenfed Son,

‘While Pardon may be found in time beforighe, . -
~ So fpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale
None feconded, as out of feafonyjudgd,

Or fingular and rafh, wheseat rejoicd = = .

Th' Apoftat, and more haughty thirs repli'd; .

- ‘That we were formd then faift thou? and theworks:
Of fecondarie hands, by task transferd S
From Father to bis Son? ftrange point and new !
Do&rin which we would krow whence leatnt : whid

“Whenthis creation was? rememberft thou - (faw
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ?

‘We know no time when we were not as now ;

Know none before us, felf-begot, felf-rais'd .

By our own quick’ning power, when fatal courfe . -
Had circl’d his full Orbe, the birth mature

Of this our native Heav'n, Ethereal Sors.

Our puiffance is otir own, our own righe hand
Shall teach us higheft deeds, by proof to try
Who is our equal : then thou fhalt behold -
Whecher by fupplicationweintend
Addrefs, and to begirt th’ Almighty Thrope -
Befeeching or befieging. This report,

Thefe tidings carrie to th’ anointed King ;

‘And fly, ere evil intercept thy Hight.

He
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“He fad, #nd 6 the found of watess deep” .+
Hoarce murmur echo’d to his-words appiaufe " -
Through the infinite Hoft, norleéfs for vhac' <~
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, ehough alone '
Encompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwerd bold.
O alienateirom God, O fpirit accurft,
Forfak'nof all good; I feethy fall
Determind, and thy haplefs crew involv'd
In this perfidious frand, ceatagion {pred
Both of thy crime and punifhment : henceforth
No more be troubl’d how to quit the yoke
Of Gods Meffiab ; thofe indulgent Laws
Will not be now voutfaf'r, other Decrees .
Againft thee are gon forth without recall 5
‘That Gelden Scepter which thou didft reje
Is now an Iron Rod to bruife ahd breake
Thy difobedience. Well chou did{t advife,
Yer not for thy advife or threats I fly
- Thefe wick‘cd%‘ents devoted, leaft the wrauth
Impendent, raging into fudden flame -
. Diftinguifh not: for foon expe to feel '
His Thunder on thy head, devouring fire.
Then who created thee lanenting learne,
When who can uncreate thee thou fhalt know.
So fpake the Serapl Abdiel faithful found, i
Among the faithlefs, faithful only hee ;
Among innumerable falfe, unmov'd,
Unfhak’n, unfeduc'd, unterrifi'd .
His Loyaltie he kept, his Love, his Zeale ;
Nor nhumber, nor example with him wroughe
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind
Though {ingle. From amidft them forth he pafsd,

Long
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Long way thtough hoftile fcorn, which he fuﬁeind
 Superiof, nor of violence feard aught;
. ‘And with retorted feorn his back he turn'd
 On thofe proud Towrs to fwift deﬁru&non dootn’ d

{

e
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The End of the F zﬁbBook;.
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THE ARGUMENT.

Raphael continues torelase how Michael and Gabriel
were fent forth to bastel againft Satan and bis An~
gels: " The firft Fighe defcribd: Satans and bis Pow- ,
ersvetire under Night : He calls a Councel, invents
devilifh E_nlgine: » which in, the fecond dayes Fight
pue Michdel and bis Angels to [ome diforder; but
they at lengeh pulling up Mownt asns overwhelm'd botb
the force and Machins of Satan : Yet the Tumalt
not fo ending, God on the third day fends Meffiah
bis Son, for whom_be bad referv d the ilory of thai
Viitory: Heein the Power of bis Father comingto -
the place, and cahfing all bis Legions to ftand fHill ori
either. fide, with_bis €hariot and Thunder driving
intothe midft of his Enemies, purfucs them inable té
vefift towards the wall of Heaven; which opening,
they leap down with horrour and confufion. inta thé
place of punifoment prepar'd for them inthe Deep ;
Meffiali rethirns with triwmph to bis Fasher.

b © RLLE

I
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LL night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfud
Through Heav'ns. wide Champain heg his
3 : “a "ay::iin tMOl’li,.’ . LY
- . Wak’t by the circling Hours, with ¢ofie hand -
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. Thereis a Cave
Within the Mount of God, faft by his Throne,
Wrere tight and darknefs in perpetual round™ =
Lodge and diflodge. by turns, which makes thtongh
Grateful viciffitude, like Day and Night; ( Heav'n ™
Light iffues forth, and at the other dore
Qbfequious darknefs enters, till her houre  ~Lwell.

“To veile the Heav'n, though darknefs there mighe -

Seem twilight here ;. and now weng forth theMesn
Suchweas in%ighe'ﬁﬂﬁeav‘n, arrayﬁn Gold
Empzrreal, from before her vanifht Night,

Shos through-with orient Beamst when all the Plafn
Coverd with shick'embatreld Squadrons brighe,
Ghariots and flaming Armes, and fierie Steeds
Refleting blaze onblaze, firft met his view:

. Warr he perceav'd, warr in procin®, and found

Alseady known what he for news had thought

. Tohave reported:: gladly then:he mixe
* Among thofefriendly Powers who him receav'd

With joy and acclamations loud, that one

That of fo many Myriads fall'n, yetone

Returnd not loft: On to the facred hill -

They led him high applauded, and prefent

Eefore the feat {fupream;, from whence a voice

Krom midft a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard.
Servant of God, well done, well haft thou fought -

The better fighr, who fingle ha% maintaind -

Againft revolted mul.itudes the Caufe

Of Truth, in word mightier thenthey in Armes; -

And for the tefiimonie of Truth haft born Uni-
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Univerfal reptoaifh,{m‘ Wotle to bedre "'
Then violence : folitis rasafl i thf c‘dte‘

Tofthiid app rWd‘!ﬁﬁghtef Tod, tfxoqﬁ\ Wor[ds

Judgd chéept g
Remains théey
Back on thy ﬁ;éélﬂorc glomﬁus to’ tqrum AL
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Then fcornd thou didst depe, and to fqbdhé' "' it

By force, who reafoh for thir Law refufe, -
nght reafon for-thir Lavw, atid fr ‘thir King_'ﬂ_‘
2Maffiab; whio by right of meridReigns. . '

And thouin Military prowefs néxe

Gabriel,leadforth to Battelthefe my- Sogg e e

Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints N
By Thoufands and by Millions rahg'd for ﬁng *
Equal in number to that Godlefscrew .-
Rebellious, shemiwith Fire and hoftile: Armé
Fearlefs affault ‘anf o the brow of Heav'n--
Parfuinig drive thern out from: Godand blifs’ﬁ -
Into thir placd 6f phnifhtrient, ke Gulf " ’““3'
Of Tartarin, Which ready openg wide' o
His fiery Chaos to receave thir fall. -

. So fpake theé Sovraii voice, and’ Cloudsf)egau
To darken ail the Hill, 4nd ﬁnoak to fowl

In duskie wreathes teln&am flames, the (igne' - -
Of wrauthrawak’t :- nor with lefs dread the Ioucf
Ethereal Trumpét from on high ganblow: -

- Atwhich command the Powets Militant, =~ ¢~

That ftood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate § d d

Of Union irrefiftible, mov'd §;ny ;by

In filence thir bright Legions, to the found

Of inftrtimenta] Harm®tit that breathd

Heroic Ardofto #dvensrous deeds L

undcr thir God-like Leaders, in the Caufe -
E z

ded:by thiy HoR of- ftientls,’ s

v

.Go Michael of Célcftial Armiss’ rlnce *‘ ¥ ’ 2
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Of God and his Maffiab.” ©n dxl-f.’ﬁ move -

Indiffolubly firm ; nor ebviousHill, . . .
Nor. ftreir'ning Vale, nor Wood, ner Stream divides
Thir'perfc{]gmks 3. for high above the grotind
Thir march was, and the paflive Airypbore .

- Thir nimble'tread, as when the totalkind: ;.
Of Birds in orderiy array onwing: - '
Came fummond over; Eder to receive C
Thir names of thee; fo over manyatrad.

Of Heav’n they march’d, and many a Province wide -

Tenfold the length of this terrene : at laft-

Farr in th’ Hotizon to the North appeer'd-

Fromskirt to skirta fierie Region, ftretcht -

dn battailous afpe@, and neerer view o

Brifti'd with-upright beams innumerable .

Of rigid Spears, and Helmets throng'd, and Shiclds

Various, with boaftful Argument portraid,

The banded Powers of Sazan haftingon

With furiqus expedition.; for they weend -

That felf fame day by fight, or by furprize

To win the Moust of God, and.on his Throne

To fet the envier of his State, the proud -

Afpirer,but thir thoughts prov'd fond and vain

Inthe mid'way : though ftrange to usit feemd:

Ac firft, that Angel.thould with Angel warr,

And in-fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet

So oft in Feltivals of joy and love -

Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire

Hymning th’ Eternal Father : but the (hout

Of Battel now began, and rufhing found:

Of onfet ended foon each milder thought,

Highin the midft exajted as ¥ God

~ TI Apoftat in his Sun-bright Chatiot fate .. .

Idol of Majefltic Divine,enclos’d ~ = > .

. ‘ With,
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with Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields; i~
Then lighted from his- gorgeous Throne, for novr "
"Twixt Hoft and Hoft bur narrow fpace was left," - " -
A dreadful intervall, and Front to Front S
Prefented ftood in terrible array . L
(Of hideous length : befere the cloudie Van, << - ~
On the rough edge of bartel ere it joyn'd, L
Satan with vaft and haughtie firides advancs, -
Came towring,armd it Adamantand Gold; - -
Abdiel that fight endur’d not, where heftood
Among the mightieft, bent on higheft deeds, -
And thus his own undaunted heartexplores. -
O Heay’n ! that fuch refemblance of the Higheft
Should yet remain, wherefaith and realtie
Remain” not ; wherfore fhould riot ftrength and might
“ There fail where Vertue fails, or weak‘cf% prove
Where boldeft ; though to [‘if‘ht unconquerable? -
His puiffance, truftingin th’ Almightie’s aide,
I mean to try, whofe Reafon I have triid
Unfound and falfe; nor is it anght but juft,
" Thac hé who indebate of Truth hath won,
Should winin Arms, in both difputes alike
Vi&or ; thoughbrutith that contet and foule, |
‘When Reafon hath to deal with force, yetfo' =~
‘Mot reafon is that Reafon overcome.
So pondering, and from his armed Peers
Forth ftepping oppolfite, half way he met
His daring foe, at this prevention more
Incens't, and thus fecurely him defid, oo
Proud, art thou mer? thy hépe was to havereachs
~ The highth of thy afpiring unoppos’d, -
- The Throne of God unguarded, and his fide *-
Abandondat the terror of thy Power = = "’
Or potent tongue; fool, nor-to think how vaim- =
o L3 _ . Aginft
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'Again £h’ Omoipptent to vifeipdrme;  , -
wgb@ out of {malleft chings could withouend- ~ ©
Have raiyd inceffant Armies o defoae -
{Thy folly ; ot withfolitariehand: - - -
Reaching beyond all limicat oneblow. - .

- Unaided could brave Gnifht thee, and whelmd

{Thy Legionsnnder darknefss burshoufeel. - -, - »
‘All are not of thy Train ; ' therehawho Faith -
Prefer, and Pietic to God, thoughehen -~ -
To thee not viible, whenTalape..- = -. =
Seemd in thy World.erroneous todiffens -~ -

| From all : my Se& thou feeft, now learntoo late

How few fomtimes may know, whepthonfandsery.
~ Whom the grand foe with fcornful eye askange.
Thus, anfwerd. , 1 fox, thee, but in wifht houre-
Of my revenge, firlt {ought for thou returnft

From flight, feditions Angel, to receave

Of this right hand provok't, firice firft that tongue
Infpir'd with contradiQion durftoppofe .
A third part.of the 'Gads, in Syaod met.

Thir Deities to affert,who while they feel

Vigour Divine within them, can allow
Omnipoyence to none. But well thou comft .

- Before thy fellows, ambitious to win..

From me fom Plgme, that thy fucces may fhow -
Deftru&ion to the reft: this panfe herween

( Unanfwerd leaft thouboaft ) toletthee know ;
At firlt I thoughs ghat Libertie.and Heav'n .

~ To heav'nly Soules had: bin all one; but now o

44444

1 fee that moft through floth had ‘rather ferve, - -
Miniltring Spirits; exaindup in Feaft and Song; .
Such haft thouarsid, the Minfirelfie of Heav'n,.. .
Serviiitie withficedom to congend, =~ © - -
- As




-Book VI. Ppavadife Lok, isi
Asboth thix deeds compar’d thils day fhiall prove. ' "
' Towhominbriefthus Abdicl fernreplid. .
Apoftat, il thow errft norend wilt ind % 11
Of erring, fromehe path of trothiremote;
Unjuftly thou deprav’Rt it with the fame e
Of] Servitude to ferve whom Godordains, | ¢ |
Or Nature ; God and Nature bid the fame, -
When he who rules is worthieft, and excells “ . -
Them whom he governs. Thisis fervitude, - ° ;
To ferve th unwifé; or hitm who hathrebelld 7
Againft his wotithiee, 2s thine now ferve thee, -+ ™
Thy felf not freey but to thy felf enthralld ;, -+
Yet leudly dar*Rour-miniftring upbraid. ot
Reign thou in Hell thy Kingdom, let mee ferve - -
In Heav'n.Godever bleft, and his Divine
Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey'd,
Yet Chains in Hell; not Realms expe&®: mean while
~ Frommeereturnd, as erft thou fidft, from flight,
This greeting on-thy imptous Creftreceive, = - -
 So faying, a noble ftroke hé lifted high, '
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempeftfell =~
On the proud Creft of Satan, that nofight,
Nor mation of fwift thought, lefs could his Shield
" Such ruinintercept: ten paces huge '
He back recoild ; the renth on bended knee
His maffie Spear upftaid; asif on Earth
Winds under ground-or waters forcing way =
Sidelong, had pufh’t 2a Mountain from hisfear
Half funk with all bis Pines. Asmazement feisd -
TheRebel Thrones, but greater ragetofee = -
Thus foil'd thir mightieft, ours joy filld, and fhout,
Prefage of Vitorie and fierce defire: o
Of Bartel :.-whereat AMichael bid found o
Th’ Arch-Angel trampet; through the vatt of Héaveln
; . . L 4 t
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‘Tt founded, and the fajtbfal Armies rng

Hofannato the Highelt: nor ftood argaze
The adverfe Legions, nor lefs hideous joyn'd

- The horrid fhock : now ftorming furie.rofe,

‘And clamour fuch as heard in Heav’n till now,
Was never, Arms on Armour clafhing bray'd
Horyible difcord, and the madding Wheeles -
Of brazen Chariotsrag'd; dire was the noife
Of confli&; over head the difmal hifs .
Of fiery Darts in flaming volies flew,

‘And ﬂyiné vaulted either Hoft with fire,

So under fierie Cope together rufh'd

Both Battels maine, with ruinons affault

And inextinguifhable rage 5 all Heav'n -
Refounded, and had Earth bin then, all Earth
Had to her Center fhook. What wonder ? when
Millions of fierce encountting Angels fought
On either fide, the leaft of whom could weild
Thefe Elements, and arm him with the force-

Of all thir Regions : how much more of Power
Armie againft Armie numberlefs to raife
Dreadful combuftion warring, and difturb,
Though not deftroy, thir happie Native feat ;
Had not th” Eternal King Omnipotent -
From bis ftrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd
And limited thir might, though numberd fuch
As each divided Legion might have feemd

A numerous Hoft, in ftrength each armed band
ALegion; led in fight, yet Leader feemd

Each Warriout fingle as in' Chief, expert

When to advance, or ftand, or turnthe fivay

Of Battel, open when, and whento clofe
The ridges of grim Warr ; no thoughe of flight,
None, of retrear, no unbecomingdeed * - Th
[ g oo, v B ¥ at

1
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Thatargw'dfears each onhimfelf reli'd, T
As onclyin his arm the moment lay -

Of vittorie ; deeds of eternal fame
‘Were don, but infinite : for'wide was fpred
That Warr and various 3 ‘fomtimes on firm ground
A ftariding fight, then foaring on main wing  *
Tormented all the Air ; all Air feemd then
Confli&ing Fire: long time in eevenfcilé
The Ba‘t;tfhung; till Satan, who that day
“Prodigious power had fhewn, and met in Armes
No equal; raunging through the dire attack
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length ,,
Saw where the Sword of Michaelfmote, and fell’'d -
Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed fway '
Brandifht aloft the horrid edge came down '
Wide wafting ; fuch deftruction ro withftand
He hafted; and oppos'd the rockie Orb -
Of tenfold'Adamant, his ample Shicld
A vaft circumference : Attis approach
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toile +
Surceas’d, and glad as hoping here to end .
Inteftine War in Heav'n, the arch foe fubdu'd
Or Captive drag'd in Chains, with hoftile frown
And vifage all enflam’d firft chus began. '
~ Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, o
. Unnam’d in Heav'n, now plenteous, as thou feeft
Thefe A&s of hateful ftrife, hateful roall,
Though heavieft by juft meafure on thy felf
And thy adherents: how haft thou difturb'd
Heav’ns bleffed peace, and into Nature brought
Miferie, yncreated tillthecrime . = =
Of thy Rebellion? how haft thouinfilld
Thy malice into thoufands, once upright
And faithful, now prov'd falfe; But think not hereT
nd e T

/
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To trouble Holy Refh;. Heav'n cafts thee out -
From all her Confines,. Heaw'n the feat €. blis
Brooks not the works of violence and Warr. .
Hence then, and evil go with thee aleng: .- :
Thy ofspring, to the place of evil, Hell,: - :
Thou and thy wicked crew; there mingle broiles, -
Ere this avenging Sword begin thy doome, '
Or fom more fudden vengeance wing'd from God
Precipitate.thee with augmented paine. - .

So fpakgthe Prince of Apgels; te whom thus ~ °
The Adverfarie. Nor think thou withwind
Of airie chreats 1o aw whom yet withdeeds

Thou canft not. Haft thoy turnd thedealt of thefe -
To flight, or if to fall, but that they sife 4
" Unvanquithe, eafier to tranfa® with mee - :
. That thou fhouldit h6pe, imperious, and with threats
. To chafe me hence? erre pot that fo fhallend
"The firife which thou call'ft evil, but wee ftyle
The ftrife of Glorie: which we mean to win,
Or turn this Heav'n it felfinto the Hell ..
Thou fableft, here however to dwell free,
If nottoreign: mean while thy uemoftforce,
And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid,
I flie not, but have fought thee farr and nigh. L
They ended parle, and hoth addreftfor fight -
Unfpeakable ; for who, though with thetengre -
Of Angels, can relate, or to.what things
Liken on Earth confpicuous, that may lift
Human imaginarion to fuch highth - *
Of Godlike Power : for likeft Gods thiey feemd, -
Stood they or mov’d, in ftature, motien, arms *
Fitto decidethe Empire of great Heay'n, -
Eow wav'd thir fierie Swords, and in the Aire
ads orrid Circles ; two broad Suns.thir Shieldls' _
) o - - Blazd



Book VI  Paravife Loit. 145
Blaz'd oppofite.wbile expectationftood . o .
In horror ; from each hand wich fpeed retirid .
Where erft was thickeft fighe, th’ Aogelic thtong,
And left large field, unfafe within the wind -

Of fuch commotion, fuch as to fet forch :

" Great things by fmall, If Natures concord broke,
Among the Conftellations warr were fprung,
Two Planets rufhing from afpe maligne
Of fierceft oppofition in mid Skie,

Should combat, and thir jarring Sphears confound.
Togegher both with next to Almightie Arme, -
Uplifted imminent ane ftroke they aim’d '
That might determine, and not need repeate,

As not of. power, at once ; nor odds appeerd

In might or fwift prevention; bt the fword

Of Michaelfrom the Armorie of God -

‘Was giv'n him temperd fo, thatneicher keen -
Nor folid might refift thar edge :. it met

The fword of Satan with fteep force to {mite
Defcending, and in half cue fhicere, nor flaid,
But with fwift wheele reverfe, deep entring fhar’d
All hisright fide ; then Saran firft knew pain,
And-writh'd him to and fro convolv'd ; fofore
The griding fword with difcontinuous wound -
Pafs d through him, but th’ Ethereal fubftance clos’d
Not long divilible, and from the gath .

A ftream of Ne@arous humor iffuing flow'd
Sanguin, fuch as Celeftial Spirits may bleed,
And all his Armour ftaind ere while fo bright. '
Forthwith on all fides to his aide was run -

By Angels many and ftrong, who interposd

Defence, while others bore him on thir Shiekds

Back to hisCharjot ; where it ftood retir'd
From off thefiles of warr ; there they him laid
‘ - T .7 Gnafhing
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Gnafhing for anguith and defpite and fhame - ’
To find himfelf not macchlefs, and his pride

" Humb}'d by fuch rebuke, fo farr beneath
His confidence to equal God in power.,
Yet foon he heal'd; for Spirits.chat live thronghout
‘Vital jn every part, notasfrailman -~ = - 7
In Entrailgs, Heart or Head, Liver or Reines ; -
Cannot but by annihilating die ;
Nor in thir liquid texture mortal wound
Receive, no more.then can the fluid Aire ¢
All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Eare,
All Intelle®; allSenfe, and as they pleafe, -
They Limb themfelves, and colour, fhape or fize
Affume, as likes them beft, condenfe or rare.
~ Meanwhile in othier parts like deeds defervd
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fough,
And with fierce Enfignes pierc'd che deep array
Of Meolec furious King, who himdefi'd,
And at his Chariot wheeles to drag him bound
- Threatn'd, nor from the Holie One of Heav'n
Refrein'd his tongue blafphemous ; but anon
Down clov'nto the wafte, with fhatterd Armies
And uncouth paine fed bellowing. On each wing
Drieland Raphael his vaunting foe, R
Theugh huge, and in a Rock of Diamond Armd,
Vanquith’d Adramelec, and dfmadai,
Two potent Thrones, that. to be lefs then Gods
Difdain'd, but meaner thoughts fearnd in thir flight,
Mangl'd with gaftly wounds through Plate and Maile,
Norftood unmindful 4bdie! to annoy ’
The Atheiit crew, but with redoubl'd blow
Ariel'and Arioc, and the violence
Of Rawmiel fcorch and blafted otesthrew.
Imight relate of thoufands, 3ad thir names
S T - Eternize



~ Eternize hereon Earth; but thofecle®
Angels contented with thir fame in Heav'n'
Seek not the praif® of men: the other forr
In might though wondrous and in A&s of Watr,
Nor of Renown lefs-eager, yet by doomnie
Canceld from Heav'n and facred memorie,
Nagtelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell,
For firéngth from Truth divided and from Juft,
Illaudable, nanght merits but difpraife
And ignominie, yet to glorie afpires .

Vain glorious, and through infimie feeks fame +-
‘Therfore Eternal filence bethir:doame. -

' And now thir Mightieft quelld, the battel fwerv'd,
With many aninrode gor'd; deformed rout
Enter’d, and foul diforder ; allthe ground
‘With fhiverd armour ftrow’n, and on a heap
Chariot and Charioter lay overturnd .

And fierie foaming Steeds; what ftood, recoyld

Orewearied, throngh the faint Satanic Hoft
Defenfive fcarfe, or with pale fear furprisd,
Then firft with fear furpris'd and fenfe of paine
Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought
By lin of difobedience, till that hour
Not liable to fear or ﬂi%ht or paine.

Far otherwife th’ inviolable Saints

In Cubic Phalanx firm advanc't entire,
Invulnerable, impenitrably arm'd :

Such high advantages thir innocence ,

Gave them above thir foes, not to have finnd,

Not to have difobei'd; in fight they ftood

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd ‘

By wound, though from thir place by wiolence mov'd .

Now Night her courfe began, and over Heav'n: -
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impes'd, :}i &
T

-
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"And filence on:the odious dinn of Ware T e
Under her Cloudi¢ eovert both retird; . .oon
.- Vi&ot and Vanquifho: on thefoughten*ﬁeld
Mcbael and his Angels prevalent - e
Encampmg, plac d in Guard thir Whtthes'mund; 3
Chernbic waving fices: on th’ otléyiphip.. '
Satan with his rebellions difappeetd, <~ F ~ " ..
Far in thedarkdiflodg'd; and Aroid of Teft; . et
His Potentates to Cousicel calld by mgbt 3 &
And in the midft thus undifmai'd began; - s
‘O nowin danger tri'd, now knownin Armes <
Not to be overpowerd, Companmmdcatc, ‘
Found worthy rot of Libextie along - . -
Too mean pretenfe, but-what we more aﬁ‘e&, d
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, and renowne, =~ ©':
Who have fuftaind ohe day in doubtful fighe - ... - .
( And if one day, why rot Eternal dayes?) - B
WhatHeavens {ord had powerfulléft ro fend ?: :
Akaintt us frot about hls Throne, and judg'd
Sufficient to fubttue us to.his will, -
But proves not fo i thenfallible, it feems,
Of future we may deem him, thongh till now
Onmnifcient thought. True is, lefs firmly arm d,
Some difadvantage weendur’ d and paine,
Till now not known, but known s foon contemnd,
Since now we find this our Empyreal form
Incapable of mortal injurie_ :
Imperifhable, and though peirc'd with wotind,
Soon clofing, and by native vigour heakd.
Of evil then fo {mallaseafie think
The remedie ; perhaps more valid Armes,
Weapons morc violent, when next we meet;
May ferve tobetter us, and worfe our foes,
Or equal what between os made the odds, -
In
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InNature none: ifgther ddencaufe
Left them Superiour, whilew® ¢anpreferve: -
~ Unhurt ourmindes, and udetfbanding found, . °
Dhue fearch and confultasioa will difclofe. © 7
Hefat; and in ¢’ affepibly riéxe upffood. -~
Nifroc, of Pringipatities the ptime i L
Asonche ftood efcap’t fiont ¢ruel fighe, -~ .
Sore roild,.hiseB'n Armesto havoc hewn,” -
And cloudiciinafpe thusanfiwering fpake. "~ .
Delivércefvomnew Lords; leader to free - "
Enjoyment of our rightas'Gods ; yethaed =~ -
For Gods; and 190 unequal whrk we find -« 0o -~
Againft unequizl armes to fight inpaine, ~ -2 - -
Againft unpaind; impaffive ;. from whichevil -~
Ruin muft meedsenfuie; for what availés™ -7 |
- Valour or ftrength,though matchlefs,quelld with pain .
‘Which all fubdues, and makes remifs &e\fhan'ds_ T
~ Of Mightieft. Senfe of pleafurewe may well -~ -
Spare our of dife perhaps, and not repine, - '+ +
But livecongent, which is the calmeft lifes
* Bt pain jsperfet miferie, the worft
Of evils, and exceflive, overturnes = - .
All patience. He who therefore can invent
With what more forcible we may offend
Our yet unwounded Enemies, or arme ~ < '
Our felves. with like defence, to me deferves
No lefs then for deliverance what we owe.,
Whereto with look compos'd Satan replid.
Not uninvented that, which thou aright
Belicvit fo mainro our fuccefs, Ebring 5 - .
Which of us who beholds the bright furface - -
Of this Ethereous mould whereon we ftand,
This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adornd =~ "~
With Plant,Frait, Flour Anmibrofial, Geims & Gtc:l%
. : Whole

I
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"Thefe things, as not to,mind from whence they grow
Deep under ground, materials darkand crude,
Of fpiritous and fierie fpume;, vill foucht

‘With Heav'ns ray, and temperd they.fhoot forth

- Sobeauteons, op'ning to the ambient light! .
- [Thefe in thir dark Nativitie-the Deep .. ..

Shall yield us pregnant withinfernal fame,.”
Which into hallow Engins longandround: - |
Thick-rammd, at th’ other bore with tonch of ‘fire
Dilated and infuriate fhall fend forth - .
From far with thundring seifc amongotr focs

Such implements of milchief as fhall dah . .-

To pieces;and orewhelm whatever ftands . :
Adverfe, that they fhall fear we havedifarmd
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt.

Nor long fhall be.our labour; yet ere dawne,
Effe& fhall end our. wifli., Mean while revive ;
Abandon fear 4 to.ftrength and counfel join
Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpaird.
He ended, and his words thir drooping chere,
Enlightn'd, and thir languifht hope reviv'd.,
Th'inventionall admir'd,and each, how hee
Tobe th’ inventer mifs'd; fo eafie it feemd -

Once found, which yet unfound moft would havé

160 Paraife Lok Book VL.
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Impoffible : yer haply of thy Race , . (thought

In future dayes, if Malice fhould abound;
Some oneintent on mifchief, or infpir'd-
‘With dev'lith machipation might devife . |
Like inftrument to plague the Sons of men
For fin, on warr and mutual flaughter bent. .

" Forthwith from Councel to the work they few;
- None arguing ftood, innumerable hands

Were ready, in amontent up they turnd

Wide
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Wide ghe, Celoftial foile, and. faw beneath
Th’ originals of Naturein thirgrnde - & . . -
Conception.;) Sulphurous and Nitious Foame - .. : -,
They found ¢ they mingl'd; and.-with futcle Are;, -
Concodted and adufted they redued - - - - .
To blackeft gpgin}iand into Roreconvdy’de:.. + «v
Part hiddin.vejgediggd up( nor hath chis Eacth., -
Entrzilsunlike }of Mineral and Stone; R
Whereeof sofounidthir Engins and: thir Balls .
Of miffive ruinjy’ parvincentive reed. . .7
Provide, pernicioyswith onetouchro fire. "« -~ .
Soallere dagefpring;«'undcr eonfeious Nighe: ;...
Secret they finiflid, and in order fer, -
With filent riseumipection usefpid.. . .. ..
- Nowmwhenfais;Mars Orient inHeay'ti appeerd-
Up rofe the VidorAngels, and to Arms :
The matin Trumpes Sung }.in Armsthey ftood. . -
Of Golden Patioplie, refulgems Hoft, ~ ° -
Soonbanded ;;:others from the dawning Hills- . . - .
~ Lookd roundsand-Scouts each Coaft: light-armed -
Each quarter, to defcrie the diftaptfoe; fooure;
Where lodg'd; or whither fled, or-if for fighs, .
In motion orin alt : him foonthey met - )
Under fpred Enfignes moving nigh; inflow - .
But firm Bagtalion;, back wich fpeedieft Sait . .
Zopbiel, of Chernbim the fwifteft wing, = -
Came flying, dndin mid Air¢ aloud thuserid, .
_ Arme; Wartiours, Arme for fight, the foe at hand; -
Whom fled wé thought, will Tave uslong purfuic -
This day; fearstot his flight ; fo thick a Cloud,
He comes, and fezt]’d inhis face Ifee
Sad refolution and fecure 3 lereach
" His Adamantine coat gird well, andeach .-
* Firwell his Helme, gripe fa&lg;s orbied Shield;

]
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Born day will pont- down;
Burr: : barbd wieh fire.
So wa aware themfelyes, and foon

In order, quit of all impedimene;

Inftant witheut difturb- thca:iooﬁ-ﬁﬂm :

And onward move Embatceikl ; whenbehold

Not diftant far wich heavie pace the Foe -
Approaching grofs and huge ; in holow Cube
Training his devilith Enginrie, impal'd _
-Onevery {ide with fhaddowing SquadronsDeep;
To hide the fraud. At interview both.food
.Awhile,but fuddenly at head appeerd -+ -
Satan: And thus washeard Commanding load! - . -

Vanﬁim&.‘ o Rigbt and Left the Front unfould ;

That all may fee who- hate us, how we feek

Peace and compofuse, and wich open breft

Stand readie to receive shem, if they like

Our overture, and tarnnot back pepverfe 5
But t has. T doubt, however witnefs Heaven,
Heav’n witnefs thou anon, while we. difcharge
Freely out part ; yeewho appointed flang. -
Do as you have incharge, and briefly touch
What we propound, and loud thar all may hear.

So fcoffing in ambiguous words he fearce, -
Had ended ; when toRight and Left the Ftont
Divided, and'to either Flank retir'd. :
Which vo our eyesdifcoverd new and firange,

A triple mounted row of Pillars laid

On Wheels ( for like to Pillars moft thicy feem’d

Or hollow'd bodies made of Qak -or Firr

'With branches lopt, in‘Wood or Mountain fell'd }

Brafs, Iron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes

Wich hideous orifice gap't onus widey Po. ‘
. : - ) 3



ﬁook VL immnife ﬂﬂﬁ.

Purte hollow trixce ; dt esehibehind .
o ,andmmsband aRécd oo
S:ood wavmg ripe with Bre’s ihiile we luq:enre, :
Colle@ed flood withint ont- thonghts amus'& -
Not loni for fudden al at -orice chir Reeds
Put forth,and to a narroncntappth
With nicelttouch. Immediate'in flame, .
But foon obftiir'd with fmoak; alt Heay'n 4 dpE&
From thofe deep throated Engins belche, fe rog:
Emboweld with outragious. reife the Air; '
Andalf her enirails tore, difgorging foule
Thir devikiffi glur, chaind 'I'hundqrbolrs and Hail
Of Iron Globes, which on the Vidor Hoft =~
Leveld, with futh :mpetuous fiirie fmote,
That whom they hit, none on thir feer mighi r {’a
Though flanding elfe as Rocks, but down they feff
By thoufands, Angelon Arch-An el rowl'd ;
The fooner for thic Arms, unarm'd they mxght
Have ealily as Spirits cvaded fwift .
By quick contradtion or remove ; but now
Foule diffipation follow'd and forc't rot 5
Nor fervd it to relax thir ferried files, =~ - = - -
What fhould they-do ? . if onthey rufht, repixlﬁ
Repeated, and indecent overthrow
Doubl’d, would render them fyct more defpis'd; d >
And to thir foes 2 laughter ; for in view '
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row '
Inpofture to difplode thir fecond tire
- Of Thunder : back defeated to returri . . ‘
They worfe abhiorr'd, Saran beheld chir - plight,
And to his Mates thus in derifion cdll'd. ’
(o) Fncnds, why cotiie niot on thefe Vl&ors proud ?
Ere while they fierce were coring, and when wee,
- Too éntértaid chea fait wish ﬁ(;pcr( Front - 2
f
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"And Breft; (what,coyld we more?) peppounded terms
Of compo 1tign,;ﬁ§ai;f;§¢quhqgg§l? ir miinds, . .
Flew gff-and into. fmpgevagaries fell,. ...
As tlicy would dancey, ﬁqu 3 dangesheey feemd

- Somwhat exravagantand yilde, perbaps: .. .

For joy of offerd peace: burI fuppofe. "~

If our proppfals onice again wereheard, " - "+

W, %&écomps! them to a quick refyle.; -
o Tawhom thus Belial in like gamefom mood,
Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight, ~ ~
Of hard contents, and-ful} of force urgd home,
5“13},39. wemight perceive amus’d themgll, = -
And ftumbl'd many; who-receives them right, |~ -
Had need from head to foot well underftand ;- - -
Not pnderftood, thisgift they havebefides, © = -

TH i;;ﬁxgw‘ys;whgnaoqrﬁges walk notupright. =~ - -

o they among themfelves in pleafant verne . -

‘Stood fofting, highthn'd in chir.thoughts beyond - -

Alldoubt of “Vi&torje, etexnalmight .~ -~ = *

To match.with thir inventions they prefumd ‘

So eafie, and of ‘his Thunder made afcorn, ~ .~ ~.

And all his Hoft derided, while they food .

A while in trouble; "but they ftood notlong, -

Rageprompted them at-lengeh, and found them arms

Againdt fuch hellifh mifchief fit to oppofe. Y

FortBwith ( behold the.excellence, the power

Which God hathin his. mighty Angels placd §

Thir Armsaway. they threw, and to the Hills -

( For Earth hath this variety from Heav’n,

Of pleafure firnase in Hill and Dale ) .~

Light ds the Lightning glimps they ran, they flew,

From thir foundations. Joofning to and fro

They pluckt the feated Hills with all chir load,

- Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the fhaggic tops
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Up lifting borétheiin: thir fiands: Amaze, = uu-~ ‘
Be fure, and terrour fisd therebel Hoft, - s g
When coming towards them fo dread thcy faw, . ( KIS
The bottom of - the Mountains upward, tum’@ AT

_Till on thofe curfed Engins triple~row . . 0 b

- They faw-them whelm’d, and all thir conﬁdence’
Under the weight of - Mountzins baried deep,: X 3 :

- Themfelvesinvaded next, and on thir heads - =t i+
Main Profmontories. ﬂung,whrchmthe Afr 0w
Came Ihadowmg, and oppreft whole Leglons arm'd,-
Thirarmor help’d thir harm, crufh'tin and btuisd -

. Into thir fubftance pent, which wronght theny pam
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, :

. Long ftrugling-underneath, ere they could wind * -

Qutof fuch prifon, though Spirits of pureft llght, :

Pureft at firft, now grofs by {inning grown. -

The reft jn imitationto like Armes :

Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills hptore

So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills - ‘

Hurl'd toand fro with jaculation dire,

That under ground, they fought in difmal hade;

Infernal noife ; Warr feem'da civil Game

To this uproar horrid confulion heapt

Upon confufion rofe : and now all Heav'n

Had gonto wrack, withruin overfpred,

Had not th’ Almxghne Father whete he fits

Shrin’d in-his San&uarie of Heav'n fecure,

Confulting onthe fum of things, forefeen

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd:

That his great purpofe he mtgbt fo fulfill,

To honourhis Anointed Sonaveng'd

Upon his enemies, and to declare

All pewer on him transferr'd : wherce to his Son

Th' Affeffor of his Throne he thus began:

. o M 3 Efful.
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Effulgence of my CHogde, Son btlﬁ
Son in whofe face mu%kﬁbeh:ld
Vifibly, what by DejtieIam, © ..
‘Andin whofe hand what by Decree Ldoe,
" Second Ommpo;cnce. two dayes are pa.ﬂ
* Two dayes, as we compute the dayes of Heav n,
Since Michazl and th Powers went forth to tame
Thefe difobedient fore hath been thir fighe,
‘Aslikelicft was, wfmcn two fuch Foes met arm'd ;
For to themfelves Il¢fi them, and thou’ knowt,
Equal in their Creation they were form'd, :
Save what fin hath impsird, which yet hath wrought
' Infenﬁbly, for I fufpend thir doom;
‘Whence in perpetual fight they needsmuﬁ laft
Endlefs, and no folution will befound : -
Warr wearied hath perfosn'd whar Warr can do,
And o difprder'd rage let loofe the reines, { makes -
‘With Mountains as with, Weapons arm'd, which -
‘Wild work in Heav'n, a0d dangerous to the maine.
Two dayes are therefore paft, the third is thine ; 5
For thee ] liave ordain'd it, and thus farr
- Have fufferd, that the Glorie may be thine
_Of endmg this great Warr, fince none bur Thou
Canendit, Intothee fuch Vertue and Grace
Immenfe I have transfus'd, that all may know
JIn Heav'n and Hell thy Power above compare,
And this perverfe Commotion govcrnd thus,
To manifeft thee worthieft to-be Heir
Of all things, to be Heir and to be King
By Sacred Un@ion, thy deferved right.
Go then thou Mighrieft in thy Fathers might,
Afcend my Chariot, guide the rapid Wheeles
That fhake Heav'ns balis, bring forth all my Warr,
My Bow and Thundcr my Almtgfme Arras Gird
- Gir
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Gird on, and Sword tpon thy puiffant Thigh; -
- Purfjpe thefefonsof Darknefs, x:i‘ve them out . -
From all Heav’ns bounds ito the utter Déze!
‘There Jet them learn, as likes them, to defpife = -,
God and Meffiab his anointed King. v
He faid, and on his Son with Rayes dise®- - |
Shon full, he all his Father full expreft L
Ineffably into his face receivd, _
And thus the filial Godhead anfwering fpake. .
O Father, O Supream of heav’nly Thrones, -
Firft; Higheft, Holicft, Beft, thou alwayesfeckit .
7To glorihe thy Son, 1 alwayes thee, »
Asis moft juft ; thisI my Glorie account;, -
My exaltation, and my whole delight, )
That thouin me well pleas'd, declarft thy will
Fulfilld, which to fulh% isall my blifs. L
Scepter and Power, thy giving, I affume, ‘
And gladlier fhall refign, when in the ¢nd
Thon fhaltbe Allin All,and Tinthee
For ever, and jn mee all whomthou lov'ft :
But whom thou hat'ft, I hate, and canput on
" Thy terrors, as Lput thy mildnefs on,
Image of thee in all things; and fhall foon,
Armd with thy might, rid heav'n of thefe rebell'd,
To thir prepar’d ill Manfion driven down
To chains of darknefs, and th’ undying Worm,
. That from thy juft obedience could revolt,
Whom to obey is happinefs entire. '
Then fhall thy Saints unmixt, and from th’ impure
Farr feparate, circling thy holy Mount
Unfained Hallelniabsto thee fing, C
Hymns of high praife; and I among them chief.
So faid, he o're his Scepter bowing, rofe
From the right hand of Glorie whexe be fate,
' M 4 i And
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‘And thie third Ticted Motn Began to fhine: '~
Dawning theough Heav'n ; forth rull'd with whirl-
The Chariot of Paterfial Deitie, - = "¢ wind found
Flafhing  thick Biines; Wheele ‘within ‘Wheele un- I
Itfelf inftin@ with Spirit, but convoyd - -drawn,
By four Cherubic fhapes, four Faceseach
Had wondrous; as with Starrs thir bodiesall =~
And Wings were fet‘with Eyes, with Eyes the wheels
Of Peril, and careering Fires between: -
Oger thir heads a chryftal Firmament, — °
‘Whergon aSaphir Throne; inlaid With pure' - °
‘Amber,and colours of the fhowrie Arch. o
Hee in Geléftial Panoplie allarmd = . ¢ ¢+
Of radiant Urim; work divihely wrought, -
Afcended, at his right hand Vitorie =~ -
Sate Eagle-wing'd; befide him hung his Bow
And Quiver with three-bolted Thunder flor'd,
And from about him fierce Effufionrowld ~  ~
Of fmoak and bickering flame, and fparkles dire 5
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, <™
He oriward came, farr off his coming fhon, =~
And twentie thoufand (I thir number tieard ) -
‘Chariots of God,, half on each hand were feen ;
Hee on the wings of Cherub rode fublime
On the Chryftallin Skie, in Saphir Thron'd.
Tlluftrious farr and wide, but by his own
Firft feen, them unexpeted joy furpriz'd,
' When the great Enfign of Aeffiabblaz'd
Alofi by Angels born, his Sign inHeav'n :
Under whofe condu& Aighael foon reduc’d
His Armie, circumfus'd on either Wing,
Under thir Head imbodied all in one.
Before him Power Divine his way prepar'd
At his command the uprooted Hills retird -

".E,i._d!
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Each to his place, they heard his voice and went .
Obfequious, Heav'n his wonted face renewd,

And with frefh Flourets Hiil and Valley fmil'd,
This faw his haplefs Foes but ftood obdur'd,

And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers
Infenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. = = -

‘In heav'nly Spirits could fuch perverfenels dwell?
But ro convince the proud what Signsavaile, -
Or Wenders move th’ obdurate to relent? -

They hard’nd more by what might moft reclame,

Grievingto fee his Glorie, at thefight

Took envie,and afpiring to his highth,

Stood reimbattell'd fierce, by force or fraud

Weening to profper, and at léngth prevaile

Againft’ God and Aeffiab, or to fall o

In univerfal ruinlaft,and now o
~ To final Battel drew, difdaining flight,

Or faint retreat ; when the grear Son of God

To all his Hoft on either hand thus fpake.

,Stand ftill in bright array ye Saints, here ftand

Ye Angelsarm’d, this day from Bartel reft ;

Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God

Accepred, fearlefsin his righteons Caufe,

And as ye havereceivd, fo have yedon

Invincibly ¢ butof this curfed crew

The punifhment to other hand belongs, -

Vengeance is his,-or whofi he fole appoints ; S

Number to this dayes workis not ordain'd

Nor multitude, ftand onely and behold

Gods indignation on thefe Godlefs pourd -

By mee, not you but mee they have defpis'd, .

Yer envied ; againft mee isall chir rage, -

Becaufe the Father, v’ whom in Heav'n fupredm

Kingdom and Power and Glorie appertajns, H\”h

T - Ha
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- Hath hogonrd me according to hiswill. . .
*‘Therefore to ‘mge thir d‘cl;gg he hath aﬂiﬁfgj‘d s
That they may have thir wifh, to triewith mee”

In Battel which the ftronger proves, they all,
Or-1alone againft them,fince by ftrength -
‘They meafure all, of other excellence
Noremulous, nor care who them exeells ,
Nor otlier ftrife with them do I vontfafe.
*"-So fpake the Son, and into tetrour chang'd
His count’nance too fevere to be beheld
And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies.
‘At once the Foyr fpred out thir Starrie wings
With dreadful ﬂmge contiguqus, and the Orbes
Of his fierce Chariot rowld, as wih the found
Of torrent Floods, or of a numerops Hoft.
Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove,
- Gloomie as Night ; under ﬁisburning Wheeles
‘The ftédfaft Empyrean fhook throughout,
All byt the Throneic felf of God. Full foon
Amotig them he arriv'd ;. in bis righthand
Grafping ten thoufand Thunders, which hefent ¢
Before him, fuch as i thir Soules infixd -~
- Plagues; they aftonifhe all refiftance loft,
All courage ; down thir idle weapons drop'd ;. .
O're Shields and He]mes, and helmed heads hé rede . .. -
- Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proftrate,
Thar wifht the Mountains now might be again
Thrown on them as a fhelter from hisire.
Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell -
His arrows, from the fourfoid-vifag'd Foure, -
Diftin& with eyes, andfrom the living Wheels
Diftin& alike with multitude of eyes; o
One Spirit in them rul'd, and every eye
Glar'd lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire
S © T Among
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Among th’ ancn;&, thatambcrd all chir &rength
And of zhir wonved vigour left them dredind

Exhaufted, Ipiritlefs, afiliGed, falln, .

Yet half his ﬁ:tength ‘he put not. forth, but d\eekﬁ
His Thunder inmid Volie, for e meant

Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heav’a -

The overthrown hie raisd, and asa Heard

Of Goats or timerous flock together chrongd
Drove them before him Thunder-firuck, purfu'd
With terrorsand with faries tothe bounds = -
And Chryftal wall of Heav'h, which op’ningmdq.
Rowld mward anda fpacious Gap difclosd =~
Tnto the waltful Deep ; the monftrousfight

Strook them with horror backward, but far worfe -
Urg'd them bebind ; headlong themfelves they threw: .
Down from thevcrge of Heavn, Evernal wrauth
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit.-

Hell heard th’ unfufferable noife, Hell faw
Heav'nruining from Heav'n and would have fled
Affrighted; but @tri& Fate had caft too deep
Her dark foundatrons, and too fafthad bound.

Nine dayes they fell ; confounded Ckao: roard,

. Through his wilde Anarchie, fo hage arout
Incumberd him with ruin: Hell at laft

Yawning receavd them whole, and on them clos d

Hcll thir fit habitation franght with fire
uenchable the houfe of woe and paine.
isourd nd Heav'n rejoic'd, and foon repaird -

Her mural breach, rcturnmg whence it rowld.

Sole Vi&or from th’ expulfion of his Foes

- Meffiab histriumphal Chariot turnd :

Tomeet him all his Saints, who filent ftood

Eyc wxmcﬂ'cs of his Almightic A&s,

i .

With

" o = 3
.And felt tenfold confuﬁon inthir fall - A

&



172 - Paradile Lok, Book VI,
With Jubilie advanc'd 5 and as.chey wene, .© .
Shaded with branchipg Palme, eactiorder brighe,

- Sung Triumph, and him fung Vidtetious King, -

. Son, Heir, and: Lord;to him Dominion givn,” ' .
Worthieft to'Reign : he celebratéd rode oL
Triumphant through mid Heav's, into the Courts -
And Temple of 1§ migheie Father Thron'd - . ¢ .
On high¢ who into Glorie hiih receav'd,s .. .. -
Where now he fits at the righit hand of -blifs. .:

Thus meafuring thingsin Heav'nby thingson Earth
‘Ac tioy requelt, and that thourhaift beware . - :
By what is paft, 16 theel have reveald . -
‘What might have.elfe to human Race binhid ; . -
The difcord which befel, and Warr in Heav'n
‘Among th’ AngelicPowers, and.the deep fall
Of thofe too high afpiring, who rebelld
With Satan, hee who envies how thy fate,

Who nowis plotting how he may feduce .
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him
Bereavd of happinefs thon maift partake

His punilhment, Eternal miferie; .

‘Which would be all his folace and revenge, .
As a defpite don againft the moft High,
Thee once to gaine Companion of his woe.
But lift'n not to his Temptations, warne .

. Thy weaker; letit profit thee to have heard
By terrible Example the reward

Of difobedience ; firm they might have ftood;
Yet fell ; remember, and fear to’ tranfgrefs.

The End of the Sixth Baok,
. Paradife
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THE ARGUMENT.

Raphael ¢ the requeft of Adam relateshow and where=
fore this world was firf¥ createds thit God, after the
expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heaqven, de-
clar'dbis pleafure to create another World and other
Creatures to dwell. therein 5 [ends his Son with Glory
and  aesendance of . Angels ‘to perform the work, of
Creation in [ix dayes: the Angels celebrate with
Hymns the performance thereof, and his reafcention
inte Fleaven. , :

Efcend from Heav'n Urania, by that name

If rightly thou art call’d,whofe Voice divine

¢ Following, above th® Olympian Hill 1 foare,

~  “Above the flight of Pegafean wing.

The meaning, no* the Name I call: for thoun
Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top

Of old Olympus dwell'ft, but Heav'nlie borne,

Before the Hillsappeerd, or Fountain flow'd, -

. A . Thow
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Thou with Eternal wifdom didft converfe,
. Wikdom thy Siger, and with her didft play

- Isprefedeeof th’ Almightic Faeher, pleasd, -
With thy Celeftial sﬁg Up ledbythee

~ Jrto the Heav'n of Heav’nsI have prefum'd, -

An Earthlie Gueft, and drawn Empyreal Aire;

Thy tempring ;- with like fafetic guided down. - .

Returnme to my Natiye Element:

Leaft from thisflying Steeduprein'd, (asonce -

Belleréphon,, thoughfroma lower Clime )

Difmounted, on th* Aleian Field Ifall

Erroneous there to wander and fotfornes - .~

Half yet remaines unfung, but narrower bound

Withriyrche-vifible Divmat Sphease s . .-

Standing on Earth, not rapt above the Pole,

More fafe I Sing with morzal voice, unchangd.

To hoarce or mitlte, though falln on evil dayes,

On evif dayes though fall'n, and evil tongues;,

In darknefs, andi;vit dangers compift rotnd,

- Andfolitude ; yer not alone, whilethou '
Vifir't my flumbers Nigltly, of when Morn

Purples the Ealt: ftill govern thou my Song;
Urania, and fir audience find, though few. =
~ But drive farr off the barbarous diffonance
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the Race .,
Of that wilde Rout thit tore the Thracian Bard
In Rhodope, where Woods and Kocks had Eareg
Torapture, till the favage clamiot drouind . .~
~ Both Harp and Voice ; nor could the Mufe defend
Her Son. So fail not thou, who theeimplores
For thou art Heav'nlie, thee anémpty dreame.
. Say Goddefs, what enfu'd when Raphacl,
The affable Arch- Angel, had forewarn'd
Adamby dire example to beware L
\ ' o Apoftafie,

Y .
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Apoftafie; by what befell inHeaven )
To thofe Apoftates, leaft the like befall -

InParadifg to Adam or hisRace, =
Charg'd notto touchthe interdited Tree,
If they tranfgrefs, and flight that fole command, - -
Soeilily obeyd amid the choice -~ . -
Of alltaftes elfe to pleafe thirappetite,
Though wandring. He with his conforted Evs
“The ftorie heard artentive, and was fill'd
With admiration, and deep Mufe toheare
Of things fo high and ftrange, things tathir thoughé.
So unimaginable as hatein Heav’n, = |
And Warr fo neer the Peace of God in blifs :
With fuch confufion : but the evil foon™ ~
Driv'n back redounded asa flood on thofe :
From whomit {prung, impoffiblé to mix e
With Bleffednefs. Whence Adamfoongepeal’d
The doubts that inhis heart arofe : and now
Led on, yet finlefs, with defireto knowr ., -
‘What neerer might concern him, how this World
Of Heavnand Earthconfpicious firflt began,
‘When, and whereof created, for what caufe,
Whar within Eden or without wds done
Before his memorie, asone whofe drouth =~ - i
Yer fcarce allay'd {till eyes the current fireame,
‘Whofe liquid murmur heard new thirft excites;
Proceeded thus to ask his Heav'nly Gueft.
~ Great things, and full of wonder in our eares,;,
Farr differing from this World, thou baft reveald - -
Divine interpreter, by favourfent -~
Down from the Empyrean to forewarne .
Ustimely of what might elfe havebin our lofs,
Unknown;, which buman knowledg could not reach 3
- Forwhich.to the infinitly Good we owe
‘ ‘ ' Immor~

L3



Immortal thdnks; and his admonifhment . - .
Receave with foletnre purpofe to obferve _
Immutably his fovran will, theend” .~

Of what we are. Buit fince chou haft i‘routfaf:g."ﬂ -

74 Pavadife Lot Book VI

Gently for our inftru@ion to fmpate, =
Things above Earthly thoughe, which'yer concetnd -
Our knowing, as to higheft wifdot feemd, "~ - . "
* Deign todefcend now lower,and relace. ~ ~ 7
, What may no lefs perhaps availeus kijown, . " = .
How firft began this Heav'n which webehold ™ . "%
Diftant fo high, with inoving Firesadotad - ' -
Innumerable, and-this'which yeeldsor fills -~ . .
All fpace, the ambient’ Aire wide jiwérfasd .
Imbracing tound chisBofid Earth, what catfe ~ ..
Mov'd the Creator it fis holy Reft "
Through all Etetnitie fo Tate to build -~
In Chaos, and-the work begun, how foon
Abfolv'd, if unfordid thiou maift unfould
What weé, not to’ explore the fecrets aské
- Of his Eternal Empire, but tlfe more o
To magnifi¢ his works, the thore we know. - - -
And the great Light'of Ddy yerwantstoron
Much of his Racethough fteep, fufpénfin Heav'n =
Held by thy voice;, thy potent voice hé hieares,
And longer will delay to heare thee tell ‘
His Generation, and the rifing Birth
Of Nature from the unapparent Deep
Or if the Starrof- Eevningand the Moon =~
‘Hafte to thy audience, Night with her willbring . -
Silence, and Sleep liftning to thee will watch,
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy Song ’
End,and difmils thee ere the Morning thine, =
Thus A4dam his illoftrious Gueft befought :
- And thus the Godlike Angel anfwerd milde, "fh‘
: : E [his
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This alfo thy tequeft with cautionaskt -~~~ =
Obtaine: though to recount’ Almightie works
What words or tongue of Seraph can fuffice,
Or heart of man fufficeto comprehend ? ‘
Yet what thou canft attain, which beft may ferve
To glorifie the Maker, and inferr
Thee alfo happier, fhall not be withheld
Thy hearing, fuch Commiffion from above
- Ihavereceav'd, to anfwer thy defire o
Of knowled ge within beunds ; beyond abftain -
- Toask, nor letthine own inventions hope -
Things not reveal'd, whichth’ invifible King
Onely Omnifcient, hath fuppreft in Night,
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven s
Anough is left befides to fearch and know.
- ButKnowledge is as food, and needs no lefs
Her Temperance over Appetite, to know
In meafure what the mind may well contain,
Opprefles elfe with Sutfet, and foon turns
Wifdom to Folly, as Nourithment to Winde,

Knoew then, that after Zucifer from Heav'ni
( So call him, brighter once amidft the Hoft
Of Angels, then that Start the Starrs among )
Fell with his flaming Legions through the Deep
Inro his place, and the great Son returnd
- ViQorious whh his Saints, th’ Omnipotent
Eternal Father from his Throne beheld -
Thir multitude, and to his Son thus fpake.
At leaft our envious Foe hath fail’d, who thoughg

Al like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid
This inacceffible high ftrength, the feac ..
Of Deitie fupream, us difpoffelt, -
He trufted to havefeis’d, and into fraud )
Brew many; whom thir pl;:e knows here no n‘r’drsl;': )

} - N G
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Yet farr the greater part have kept, X fee, -

Thir ftation, Heav'n yet populous retaines
Number fufficient to poffefs her Realmes

‘Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent

With Mirifteries due and folemn Rites :
But leaft his heart exalt him in the barme

- Already done, to have difpeopl’d Heav'n
My damage fondly deem’d, I can repaire -

That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe

Self-loft, and in amoment will create

Another World, out of one man aRace

Of men innumerable, there to dwell,

Not here, till by degrees of merit fais'd
They opento themfelves at lengeh the way
Up hither, under long obedience tri'd,

And Earih be chang'd to Heav'n, & Heav'n to Earth,
One Kingdom, Joy and Union without end.
Mean while inhabit Jaxe, ye Powers of Heav'n,
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee
This I perform, {peak thou, and be it don :

My overfhadowing Spirit and might with thee
I fend along, ride forth, and bid the Deep

‘Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth,

Boundlefs the Deep, becaufe I am who fill
Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace.
Though I uncircumfcrityd my felf retire,

" And put not forth my goodnefs, which is free

To a& or not, Neceffitie and Chance
Approach not mee, and what I will is Fate,

So fpake th’ Almightie, and to what he fpake -
His Wor/, the filial Godbead, gaveeffet. .
Immediate are the A&s of God, more fwift

- Then time.or mation, but to humanears. -

Cannos without prosfs of fpecch be told, . s
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So told as earthly netian can réceave. o
Great triumphand rejoycing wasin Hedv'n -
‘When ftich was heard declar'd the Almightie’swill 3
Glorie they feng to the meft High, good will
_ To farure men, and in thir dwellings peace ¢
~ Glorie to him whefe juft avengiﬁﬁire
Had driven ouit th’ ingodly fromhis fight
And th’ habitations of the juft; to him
Glorie and praife, whofe wifdom had ovdaind
Good out of evil to cxeate, inftead -
Of Spirits maligne a better Race to bring
Into thirvacant room, and thence diffufe
His good to Werldsand Ages infinite. "\
So fang the Hierdrchies : Mean while the Son
On his great Expedition now appeer'd, .
Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance crown’d
Of Majeftie Divine, Sapience and Love
Immcq?', and all his Father in him fhon.
About his. Charjot numberlefs were pour'd
Cherub and Sefaph, Potentates and Thrones,
And Vertues, winged Spirits, and Chariots wing'd,
Fromthe Armoury of God, where ftand of old
Myriads between two brazen Mountains lodg'd
Againft a folemn day, barneft at hand,
Celeftial Equipage; and now came forth
Spontaneous, fot within them Spirit livd;
Artendant on thir Lord : Heav'n op’nd wide 7|
Her ever during Gates, Harmonious found
On-golden Hinges moving, to let forth
The King of Glorie in his powerful Wotd
And Spirit coming to create new Worlds,
On hedv'nly ground they ftood, and from the fhoré
They view'd the valt immeafurable Abyfs
Outrageous s a Sea, darl;&waﬁeful ;wikde,
F
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Up from the bottom turn'd by furions windes
And furging waves, as Mounotains to affanlt
Heav'ns highth, and with the Center mix the Pole.
Silence, yetroubl’d waves, and thou Deep, peace,

Said then th’ Omnific Word, your difcordend: =
" Nor ftaid , but on the Wings of Cherubim -
Uplifted, in Paternal Glorierode - . -

Farr into Chaos, and the World unborn ;

For Chaos heard his voice : ‘him all his Traine
Follow'd in bright proceffion tobehold.

Creation, and the wonders of his might.
“Then ftaid the fervid Wheeles, and in his hand -

He took the golden Compafies, prepar'd

In Gods Eternal ftore, to citcamfcribe

This Univerfe, and all created things:

Onefoot he center’d, and the other turn'd
" Round through the vaft profunditic obfcure,
And faid, thus farr extend, thus farr thy boundge
This be thy juft Circumference, O World.

Thus God the Heav'n created, thusthe Earth,
* Matter unform'd andvoid: Darknefs profound
Cover'd th” Abyfs: but on the warrie calme 4
“His brooding wings she Spirit of God outfpred,
And vital vertue infus'd, and vital warmth
Throughout the fluid Mafs, but downward purg'd
The black tartareous cold Infernal dregs -

Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob’d
Like things to like, the reft to feveral place

Difparted, and between fpun out the Air,

" And Earth felf ballanc’t on her Center hung.

Let ther be Lighr, faid God, and forthwith Light
Ethereal, firft of things, quinteffence pure
Sprung from the Deep, and from her Native Eat
To journic thrcogh thie airie gloombegan, - .
- o Sphear'd

'
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Sphear’d in 3 radiant Cloud, for yet theSun. .-
‘Was not 3 ‘fheein a cloudie Tabernacle -
Sojourn’d the while. . God-faw-rhe Light wasgood
And light from darknefs by the Hemifphere ..
Divided : Light the Day, and Darknefs Night, -
He nam'd.. Thus was the firft Day Eev'n and Mom ;
Nor paft uncelebrated, norunfung. :
By the Celeftial Quires, when Orient Light
Exhaling firft from Darknefs they beheld 5
Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth; with j ;oy and ﬂwut
The hollow Univerfal Orb they Bild,
And touch’c thir Golden Harps, and hymmng prals d
God and his works, Creatour himthey fung, -
Both when firft Eevning was, and when firft Morn,
Again, God faid, let ther be. Firmament -. =

Amid the Waters, ‘and let it divide A
The Watersfrom the Waters ;- and God made _
The Firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure,

: Tranfparent Elemental Air, iffus'd
In circuit to the uttermoft convex el
Of thisgreat Round : partition firm and fure, . -.c-
The Waters underneath from thofe above -
Dividing : for as Earth, fo. he the World

_ Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide .
Cryftallin Ocean, and the loud mxfrule [
Of Chaosfarr remov’d, leaft fierce extreames - .
Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame: .-~
And Heav’'n Be nam’d the Firmament: So Eev'n,
And Mornihg Chorus fang the fecond Day. _

The Earch was form’d, butin the Womb as yet :

Of Waters, Embryon immatureinvoly'd,
Appeer’dnat: over all the face of Earth
Main Océan flow'd, not idle, but with warme
Prolific humopr foft’.ning all her Globe, - /

* T N 3  Fermen-
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- Defertand bare, unfightly, unadornd,
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Fermented the great Mothier to conceave, :

Satiate with genial moifture, when God faid
Be gather'd now y& Waters under Heav'n
Into one place,and let dry Land appeer..
Immediately che Mountains hugeappeer
Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheave
Into the Clouds, thit tops dfcend the Skie:

So high as heav'd the rumid Hills, fo low
Down funk 2 hollow bottom broad and deep,
Capacious bed of Warers: thither ;be}
Hafted with glad précipitance, uprowl

" ‘As drops on duit conglobing from the drie ;

Part rife incryftal Wall, or ridge dire®;

For hafte ; fuch flight the great command imprefi'd
On the fwift louds: as Armies at thecall

Of Trumpet ( for of Armies thou haft heard ')
Troop to thir Standard, fo the watrie throng,
‘Waverowling after Wave, where way they found,

. If fteep, with torrent rapture, if through Plaine, -

Soft-ebbing ; nor withfteod them Rock or Hili,
Bur they, orunder ground, ot circuic wide
With Serpent errour wandring, found thir way,
And on the wafhie Oofe deep Channels wore 5
Ealie, ¢’re God had bid the ground be drie,

All but within thofe banks, where Rivers now

“Stream, and perpetual draw thir hamid traine.

The dry Land, Earth, and the great receptacie

Of congregated Waters he call'd Seas - : -

Ard faw thar it was good, and faid, Legi? Earth
Put forth the verdant Grafs, Herb yielding Seed,
And Fruit Tree yielding Fruic after her kind ;
Whofe Seed isin her felf upon the Earth. }
He fcatce had faid, when the bare Earth, till then

Bic ugle




Book VII.  Patadile Zoff. 183
Brought forth the tender Grafs, whofe verdure clad |
Her Univexfal Face withpleafant green, .
‘Then Herbs of every leaf, that fudden flour'd
Op'ning thir various colowrs, and made gay

Her bofom fmelling fweet : and thefe fcarce blown,
Forth Hourifh't thick the cluftring Vine, forth crept .
The fmelling Gourd, up ftood the cornie Reed
Embattell'd in her field: and the humble Shrub,
And Bufhwith frizl'd bair implicit: laft :
Rofeasin Dance the ftately Trees, and fpred
Thir branches hung with copious Fruit ; or gemm'd
Thir bloffoms:with high woods the hills were crownd,
With rufts the vallies and each fountain fide,
- With borders long the Rivers. That Earth now
Seemd like to Heav'n, a feat where Gods might dwell,
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt

Her facred fhades : ‘though God had yet not rain'd
Upon the Earth, and manto till the ground
‘Nonewas, but from the Earth adewieMit
Went up and waterd all the ground, and each

Plant of the field, which e're it was in the Earth *
God made, and every Herb, before it grew

On the green ftemm ; God faw that it was.good.

So Eev'nand Morn recorded the Third Day.

Again ¢h’ Almightie fpake: Let there be Lights

High in th’ expanfe of Heaven to divide -

The Day from Night ; and let them be for Signes,
For Seafons, and for Dayes, and circling Years,

And let them be for Lights as I ordaine

Thir Office in the Firmament of Heav'n

To give Lighton the Earth; and it was fo. ,
And God made two great Lights, grea for thir ufe
To Man, the gregrer to have ruleby Day,
* The lefsby Nighe alterne: and made the Starrs,
. - N 4 And
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‘And fet them in the Firmament of Heav’s
To illuminate the Earth, and rule the Day
In thirvicifficude, and rule the Nighe,. o 7
‘And Light from Darkagefs to divide. Geod faw, |
Surveying his great Work, that it was good =
For of Celeftial Bodies firft the Sun "
‘A mightie Spheare he fram'd, unlightfom firft,
Though of Ethereal Mould : then form'd the Moon
Globofe, and every magpitude of Starrs, -
And fowd with Starrs the Heav'n thick as a field 3
Of Light by farr the greater part he took, . s
Tranfplanted from ber doudie Shrine, and plac'd
“In the Suns Orb, made porous to receive
And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine

. Her gather'd beams, great Palace now of Light,
Hisher as to thir Fountain other Starrs -
Repairing, in thir gold'n Urns draw Light,

* And hence the Morning Planet guilds her horns 5
By tin&ture or refleion they augment
\Thir fmall peculiar, though from human fight
So farr, remote, with diminution feen.

* Firft in bis Eatt the glorious Lamp was feen,
Regent of Day, and all th" Horizon round
Invefted with bright Rayes, jocond to run .
His Longitude through Heav'ns high rode: the gray
Dawn, andthe Pleiades before himdanc'd
Shedding fweet influence : lefsbright the Moon,
But oppofite. in leveld Welt was fec

. His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light
From him, for other light (he nceded none
1In that afpe®, and ftill that diftance keepes
Till nighe, thenin the Eait her turn fhe thines,
Revolvd on Heav'os great Axle, and her Reign
With thoufand lefler Lighrs dividual holds,

Wih
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With thoufand thoafand Starres, that chen appeer'd
Spangling the Hemifphere : then firft adornd
With thir bright Luminaries that Setand Rofe,
Glad Eevning and glad Morn crownd the fourth day,

And Godfaid, let the Waters generate '
Reptil with Spawn abuindant, living Soule :
And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wings
Tifplayd onthe op’n Firmament of Heav'n. ~
And God created the great Whales, and each
Soul living, eachi that crept, which plenteoufly
The waters generated by thir kindes,
And every Bird of wing after his kinde ; R
And faw thatit was good, and blefs’d them, faying, -
Be fruitful, muliiply, and inthe Seas
And Lakes and running Streams the waters fill 5
And let the Fowle be multiply’d on the Earth. .
Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creek and Bay ~
With Frie innumerable fwarme, and Shoales
Of Fifh that with thir Finnsand (hining Seales
Glide under the green Wave, in Sculles that oft
Bank the mid Sea: " part fingle or with mate
Graze the Sea weed thir pafture, and throngh Groves
Qf Coral firay, or fporting with quick glance
Show to the Sun thir wav'd coats dropt with Gold,
Or inthir Pearlie fhells at eafe, attend ,
Moift putriment, or under Rocks thir food .
In jointed Armour watch : on fmooththe Seale,
And bended Dolphins play: part hugeof bulk . -
- Wallowing unweildie, enormousin thir Gate
Tempelt the Ocean : tlere Leviathan
Hugeft of living Creatures, onthe Deep -
Strercht like a Promontorie fleeps or fwimmes,
And feems a nfoving Land, and at his Gilles
Draws in, and ar his Trunck fpouts out a Sea, v

ean

i
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‘Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and fhoares
Thir Brood as numerous hatch, from the Egg that
Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclosd ( foon
Thir callow young, but feathierd foon and fledge
They famm'd thir Penns, and foaring th' air fublime -
~With clang defpis'd the ground, under a cloud
Inprofpect; thereshe Eagle and the Stork
-On Cliffs and Cedar tops thir Eyries build s
Part loofly wing the Region, part more wife
“In common, rang'd in figure wedge thir way,
Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth
Thir Aierie Caravan highover Sea's _
Flying, and over Lands with- mutyal wing
‘Ealing thir flight ; fo ftears the prudent Crane
Her annual Voiage, born on Windes ; the Aire
Floats, asthey pafs, fano’d with unnumber'd plumes ;
From Branch to Branch the fmaller Birds withfong
Solac'd the Woods, and fpred thir painted wings
Till Ev'n, nor then the folemn Nightingal _
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her fof: layes :
Others on Silver Lakes and Rivers Bath'd
" Thirdownie Breft; the Swan with Arched neck
Between her white wings mantling proudly, Rowes,
Her flate with Oarie feet : yet oft they quit
The Dank, and rifing on ftiff Pennons, towre
The mid Aeredl Skie: Others on ground o
Walk'd firm ; the crefted Cock whofe clarion founds
The filent hours, and th’ other whofe gay Traine
Adorns him, colour’d with the Florid hue
Of Rainbows and Starrie Eyes. The Watersthus
 With Fifh replenifht, and the Aire with Fowle,
Ev'ning and Morn folemniz'd the Fift day. .
The Sixe, and of Creation laft arofe
With Eevning Harps and Martin, when God faid,
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Let th’ Earth bring forth Foul living in her kinde,
Cartel and Creeping things, and Bealt of the Earth,
"Each intheir kinde, The Earth obey’d, and ftrait *
Op’ning her fertil Woomb teem'dacaBirth

Innumerous living Creatures, perfet formes,
Limb'd and full grown: out of the ground np rofe
. As from his Laire thewilde Beaft where he wonns
In Forreft wilde, in Thicket, Brake, or Den;
Among the Trees in Pairs théy rofe, they walk'd:
The Cattel in the Fields and Meddowes green
Thofe rare and folirarie, thefein flocks .. v
Paftpring at once, andinbroad Herds upfprung,
The graffie Clodsnow Calv’d, now half appeer'd.
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free '
His hinder parts, then {prings as broke from Bonds,
~And Rampant fhakes his Brinded main 5 the Quace,
The Libbard, and the Tyger, as the Moale

Rifling, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw

In Hillocks; the fwift Stag from under ground
Bore up his branching head : fcarfe from his mould
Beb:moth biggelt born of Earth upheav'd

His vaftnefs : Fleec't the Flocks and bleating rofe;
AsPlants : ambiguous between Sea and Land

The River Horfe and fcalie Crocodile,

At once came forth whatever creeps the gro

Infe& or Worme ; thofe wav'd thir limber fans

For wings, and fmalleft Lineaments exa®t

Inallthe Liveries de& of Summers pride

With fpots of Gold and Purple, azure and green ;,
Thefe asa line thir long dimenfion drew,

Streaking the ground with finuous trace ; gotall
Minimsof Nature; fome of Serpent kinde
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv'd
Thir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Firft crept .

The
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The Parfimonious Emmet, provident

Of future, in [mall room large heart enclos'd, - .

Pattern of jult-equalitie perhaps A ‘

Hereafter, join'd in hér popular Tribes

Of Commonaltie :* fwarming next appeer'd -

The Female Bee that feeds her Husband Drone

Delicionfly, and builds her waxen Cells. .

With Honey ftor'd : the reft are numberlefs,

And thiou thir Natnres know'ft, & gav'ft them Names,

Needleft to thee-repeated; nor unknown '

:The Serpent futt]'ft Beaft of-all the field,

Of huge: extent fomtimes, with brazen Eyes

And hairie Main terrific, though to thee

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call.

Now Heavn in all her Glorie thon, and rowld

 Her mavions, as the great firt-Movers band

- Firft wheeld thir courfe; Earth in her richattire

Confummate lovly fmil’'d ; Aire, Water, Earth,

By Fowl, Filh; Beaft,was Hown, was fwum,was walkt

Frequent ; and of the Sixt day yetremain'd ;

‘There wanted yet the Mafter work, the end

Of allyetdon ; a Creature who not prone

And Brate as other Creatures, but endud -

With San&itie of Reafon, might erect

His Stature, and upright with Front ferene -

Govern the reft, felf-knowing, and from thesce

Magnanimous to correfpond with Heav'n, -

But grateful-to. acknowledge whenice bis goad - .

Defcends, thither wich heart dnd voice and eyes-

Dire@ed in Devotion, to adore

And worfhip God Supream, who made him chief

Of all his works : therefqre the Omnipotent

Eternal Father ( For where is not hee

Prefent ). thus to his Son audibly fpake. .
S E Let
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Let us make now Man in our image,Man -~

In our fimilitude, and let them rule -

Over the Fifh and Fowle of Sea and Aire,:

- Beaft of the Field, and over all the Earth,

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground.

This faid, he formd thee, Adam, thee OMan

Duft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breath’d -

The breath of Life ; in his own Image hee

Created thee, in the Image of God

-Exprefs, and thou becam’ft a living Soul.

Male he created thee, but thy confort co

- Female for Race; then blefs'd Mankinde, and faid,
Be frditful, multiplie, and fill the Earth,
Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold -

* Qver Fifh of the Sea, and Fowle of the Aire,
And every living thing that moves onthe Earth.
‘Wherever thus created, for no place
TIs yet diftin& by name, thence, as thou know'ft
He brought thee into this delicious Grove,
This Garden, planted with the Trees of God; -
Dele®able bothto behold and tafte; -
And freely all thir pleafant fruit for food ‘
Gave thee, all forts are here that all th® Eagth yields,’
Varietie without end ; but of the Tree .
Which tafted works knowledge of Good and Evil,
Thou mai'ft not ; in the day thou eat'ft, thou dift ;-
Death is the penaltie impos'd, beware,
And govern well thy appetite, leaft fin
Surprife thee, and her black artendant Death.
Here finifh’d hee, and all that he had made
View'd, and behold all was entirely good 5
So Ev'n and Morn accomplifl'd the Sixt day
Yer not till the Creator from his work
Defifting, though unwearied, wp returnd o
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Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his highabode, -
Thenceto behold this new created World
~ Th'addition of his Empire, how it fhew'd -~ .

Inprofpe& from his Throne, bow good, how fairé,
Anfwering his grgat Idea, Upherode
Followd with acclgmarion and the found
Symphoniousof ten thoufand Harpes that tun’d
: An(ge_]ic harmonies: the Earth, the Aire -
Refounded, ( thou remember'ft, for thou heardft }
The Heav'ns and ajl the Conftellatians rung,
The Planets in thit ftation li'ning foad,
‘While the bright Pomp afcended jubilant.
Opén, yeeverlafting Gates, they fung,
Open, ye Heav'ns, your living dores ; let in
The great Creator from Iris work resurnd
Magnificent, his Six days work, 2 World ;
.Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deigné
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft Men
Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe
“Thither will fend his winged Meflengers
On érrands of fupernal Grace: Sofung =
The glorious Train aicending: He through Heav'n,
That open'd wide her blazing Portals, led
To Gods Eternal houfe direct the way,
Abroad and ample rode, whofe duit is Gold
And pavement Starrs, as Starrs to thee appecr,
Seenin the Galaxie, that Milkie way A
Which nightly asd circling Zone thou feeft ,
Pouderd with Starrs. And now on Earth the Seventh
- Eevining arofein Eder, for theSun
Was fet, and twilight from the Eaft came on,
Forerunning Night ; when at the holy mount
Of Heav'ns high-feated top, th’ Impereal Throne
Of Godhead, fixt for evetfirmand fure, :
- * hé

I
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The Filial Power arsiv'd, and fate him down
With his great Father ( for he alfo went
Invifible, yet ftaid ( fuch priviledge ,
Hath Omniprefence ) and the work ordain'd,
Author and end of all things, and from work
Now refting, blefs'd and hallowd the Seav'nth day,
" As refting on that day fromall his.work, .
But not infilence holy kept 3 the Harp
Had work and refted not, the folemn Pipe,
And Dulcimer, all Organs of fweet ftop,
All founds on Fret by String or Goldea Wire
Temper’d foft Tunings, intermixt with Voice
Choral or Unifon : of incenfe Clouds A
Fuming from Golden Cenfershid the Mount.
Creation and the Six dayes a&s they fung,

Great are thy works, fehovah, infinite .
Thy power; what thought can meafurethee or tongue
Relate thee ; greater now in thy recurn
Then from the Giant Angels ; theethat day
Thy Thunders magnifi'd ; but tocreate
Is greater thencreated to defiroy, :
Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound
Thy Empire? eafily cthe proud actempt

Of Spirits apoftat and thir Counfels vaine
Thou haft repeld, while impioufly they thoughe,
Thee to diminifh, and from thee withdraw
The number of thy worfhippers. Who feckes
To leflen thee, againit his purpofe ferves
To manifeft the more thy might: his evil
Thou ufeft, and from thence creat’ft more good.-
Witnefs this new-made World, another Heav'n:
From Heaven Gate not farr, founded inview
On thetleer Hyalize, the Glaffie Sea;

Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with Starr’s
. ; ’ - - Numerous;:
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~ Numerous, and évery Start perhapsa World =
Of deftind habitation; but thou know'lt ,
‘Thir feafons: among thefe the feat of men, -
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfusd,
Thir pleafant dwelling place. Thrice happie meri;
And fons of men, whom God hath thus advanc’t,
Created in hisImage, thete to dwell = -
 And worfhip him, and in reward to rllé =
-Qver his Works, on Earth, in Sea, or Air, .
. And multiply a Race of Worfhippers -
‘Holy and juft: thrice happie if they know
Thir happinefs, and perfevere upright.
So fung they, and the Empyrean rung,
With Halleluiahs : Thus was Sabbath kept:
And thy requeft think now fulfill'd, that ask'd
How firft this World and face of things began,
And what before thy memorie was don .
From the beginning, that pofteritie
Informd by thee might know ; if elfe thou feekft
Aughe, not furpaffing buman meafure, fay.

" The End of the Sewenth Book,

| Paradife ‘
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BOOK VIIL

e

THE ARGUMEN‘T}; |

Adam inquires concerning celeftial Motions; 15 donbes
- fully anfwer'd, and exhorted to [earch rather things
more worthy of knowledg : Adam affents, and ftill
defirous to detain Raphael, relates to him whas he
remember'd fince his own Creation, bis plating in
Paradife, bis talk_with God concerning folitude and
fit fociety, bis firft meeting and Nuptials with Eve,
bis difcour(e with the Angel shereupon ; who after ad-
monitions repeated departs. '

HE Angelended; and in 4dams Eare .

' So Charming left his voice, thar hea vhile

3 * Thought him ftill fpeaking, ftill ftood fixt to-
Theti as new wak’c thus gratefully replid. (hear
Whit thanks fufficient, or what récompence. ¢ .
Equal have I ro render thee, Divine
Hyftorian, who thus largely hattallayd =~ -
_ The thitfs 1 had of knowl‘e‘c)lge, and voutfaf't

..
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This friendly condefcention torelate - .

Thipgsclfe by me unfearchable; now heard

With wamder, but delight, anci, asigdme,

With glerie attribured to thehigh -~ *
Creator ; fomething yet of doubt remaines

Which onely thy folution can refolve.

Vhen I behold this goodly Frame, this World

Of Heav'n and Earth confifting, and compute,

Thir magnitudes, this Earth a fpot,a graine,

An Atom, with the Firmament compar'd

"And all ber numberd Starrs, thatfeem to rowle
Spaces incomprehenfible ( forfuch -

Thir diftance argues and thir {wift return

. Diurpal )meerly to officiate light o

Rouad this opacous Earth, this pun@ual fpot;,.

One day and night ; inall thir vaft furvey

Ufelefs befides, reafoning I oft admire,.

How Nature wife and frugal could commit

Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand

So many nobler Bodies to create, '

Greater fo manifold to this one ufe,.

For aught appeers,and on thir Orbs impofe:

Such relilefs revolution day by day

Repeated, while the fedentarie Earth,.

That better might with farr lefs compafs move,

Serv'd by more noble then her felf, atrajnes

Her end withour leaft motion, and receaves,

- As Tribute fuch a fumlefs journey brought

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light

Speed; to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs Number failes,

So fpake our Sire, and by his count’nance feemd:

Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe, which Eve

Perceaving where fhe fatretird in fight,

With lowhinefs Majeftic from. her fear,. 1
L o ’ And
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And Grace that won who faw towifh her flay, - -
Rofe, and went foyth among her Fruits and Flowrs;
To vifit how they profper'd, budand bloom,
Her Nuxferie y they at hér coming fprung -~
* Androuiche by her fair rendance gladlier grew;
Yet went fhe not, 35 nat with fuch difcourfe
Delighted, or notcapable hereare - -~ ..
Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhe referv'd;,
Adam relating, the fole Anditrefs; .
Her Husband the Relater fheprefert’d
Before the Angel, and of him te ask , .
Choferather § bee, fhe knew would intermix -
Grateful digreffions, and folve bigh difpute -
With conjugal Careffes, fromhisLip o
- Not Words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now,
Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn'd 2
With Goddefs-like demeanour forth fhé went 3

Not unattended, for on her as Queen

A pomp of winning Graces waited ftill, e
And from about her fhot Darts of delire

Into all Eyes to with her ftill in fight; |

And Raphaelnow to Adan's doubt proposd
Benevolent and facil thus repli'd. N o,

To ask orfearch I blame thee not, for Heay'n'

Is as the Book of God before thee fet,
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learné

His Seafons, Houirs, or Dayes, or Months, of Yeares &
This to attain, whetber Heav'n move or Earth,
Imports not, if thow reck'n right, the reft
'From Man or Angel the great Archite®

Did wifely to conceal, and nat divulge

His fecrets to be fcann'd by them who ought

Rathér admire ; or if they lifttotry . .
Conjetture, he his Fabric of the Heav'ns'

O 2z . ﬂﬂr@
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Hath left tothir difputes, perhaps tomove
" Histdbghter ar thir quaint Opinions wide
Hereafter, when they come to model Heav'n
And calculate the Starrs, how they will weild
The mightie frame, how build, unbuild, c¢ohtrive
To fave appeerances, how gird the Sphear’” -
“With Centric and Eccentric feribl'd o're,
~ Cycle and Epicycle, Orbin Orb : )
* Alreadie by thy redfoningthis I guefs,
Who art to lead thy ofspring, and fuppofeft
That bodies bright and greater fhould not ferve
‘The lefs not bright, nor Heav’n fuch journiesrun,
Earth fitting ftill, when fhe alone receaves
The benefit : confider firft, that Great
Or Bright inferrs not Excellence : the Earth
Though, in comparifon of Heav'n, fo fmall,
Nor gliftering, may of folid good containe
More plenty then the Sun that barren fhines,
Whofe vertue on it felf workes no effe@,
But in the fruitful Earthy there firlt receavd
His beams, unactive elfe, thir vigour find.
Yet not to Earth are thofe bright Luminaries
Qfficious, but to thee Earths habitant.
And for the Heav'ns wide Circuit, let it fpeak
The Makers high magnificence, who built
“So fpacious, and his Line ftretcht out fo farry
‘Thar Man may know he dwells not in his own 5
An Edifice too large for him to fll,
Lodg’d in a fmall partition, and the reft '
O:dain'd for ufes to hisLord beft known.
“The fwifinefs of thofe Circles attribute,
Though numberlefs, to-his Omnipotence,
- Taat to corporeal fubltances could adde — - -
‘ Spcgi almoft Spiritual ; mee thou thin@t ﬂow,‘h
' ‘ ' Who
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Who fince the Morning hour fet ont from Heaviayj;.
Where God refides, and eremid-day arrivd iy .«
In Eden, diftance inexpreffible - S ata
By Numbersthat have name, Butthis Iurge,..
Admitting Motion inthe Heav'ns, to fhew - - R
Invalid that which thee to doubtit mov'd ;
Not that Io affirm, though-fo-it feem
Totheewho haft thy dwelling here on Eart] ~
God to remove his wayes fromf human fenfe, - .
Plac'd Heav'nfrom Earth fo fark, that earthly fight,-
If it prefume, might erre in things too high, - . *
And no advantage gaine. . What if the Sun .
Be Center to the World, and other Starrs »
By his artra®ive vertue and thir own :
Incited, dance about him variousrounds? . .
Thir wandring courfe now high, now low, then hid, -
Progreflive, retrograde; or ftanding ttill, -

In (ix thou feeft, and whar if fev'nthto thefe

The Planet Earth, foftedfaft though (he feem,
Infen(ibly three different Motions move ?

‘Which glfe to feveral Sphears thou muft afcribe,

Mov'd contrarie with thwart obliquitjes, -

Or fave the Sun his labour, and that fwift

No&urnal and Diurnal rhomb fupposd,

Invifible elfe above all Starrs,the Wheele

Of Day and Night ; which needs not thy beleefe, .
If Earth induftrious of her felf ferch Day '
Travelling Eaft, and with her part averfe

From the Suns beam meer. Night, her other part

Still laminous by his ray. What if that light

$ent from her through the wide tranfpicuous aire,

To the terreftrial Moon be as a Starr :
Enlighting her by Day, as fhe by Night

This Earth'2 reciprocal, if Land be there, !

” ' ' 03 Feilds

‘o
PR
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Feilds and Inhabicanes : Her fpots thon feeft
‘As Clouds, and ‘Glouds may rain, and R4in produce
Fruits in her foft'nd Soile, for forne roeate '
Allotted there ; afid other Suns perhaps
With thir attendant Moons thou wilt defcrie
Communicating Male and Femal Light; -
‘Which two great Seéxes animate the World,
Stor'd in each Orb-perhiaps with fome that live,
For fuch vaft room in Nature unpoffeft '
By living Soule; defert and defolate, .
©Onely to fhine, yetfcarce to contribute .
Each Orb a glimps of Light, conveyd fo farr
Down to this habitable, which returnes
- Light back to them, is obvious to difpute.
But whether thus thiefe things, or whether not,
Whether the Sun predominam in Heay'n
Rife onthe Earth, or Earth rife on the Sun,
'Hee frof the Eaft his Haming rode begin,
Or Shee from Wefther filent courfe advance -
With inoffenfive pace that fpinning {leeps
- On her foft Axle, while fhe paces Eev’n, ‘
‘And beares thee foft with the fmooth Air along, -
" Sollicit not' thy thoughts with matters hid,
" Leave them to God above, him ferve. and feare
Of other Creatures, as him pleafesbeft,
Wherever plac’t, let himdifpofe : joy thou
In what he gives to thee, this Paradife
"And thy faire Eve; Heav'nis for theetoo high
. To knowwbat paffes there; be lowlie wife :
- Think onely what concernes thee and thy being ;
- Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree,
Contented that thus farr hath becn reveal’'d
Not of Earth onely but of higheft Heav'n.

Te
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To whom thus _Adam cleerd of -Houbt, repli d
How fully tiaft thou fatisfit nee, pure - - ‘;:,‘
- Tnteliigenee of Heav'n, Arigel ferene, - - R
And freed from intricacies, faughc to livb, :
The eafielt Way, nor with perpleginiy thonghté o I’ )
To interrupt the fiveet of Life, froi which - ‘
God hathbid dwell farr off all amxious cares; -
And not moleft us, unlefs we our felyes =~ - -
Seck them with Wandrmg thoughts, and notibﬂs viin.
But apt theMind or Fancie is to roave
Unctieckt; and of her roaving is rio end 3 R
Till warn’d, or by &xperience taught, the leame, -
That not to krfow at large of things remote -~ &
From ufe, obfcure and futtle, but to khow - f
That which before us lies in daily lift, -
Is the prime Wifdom, what is more, isfime, -
Or emptinefs, or fond i impertinence, o
And renders us in thmgs thiat moft concerne
Unpradis'd, unprepar'd, and ftilf to feek.
Therefore from this hlgh pitch letus defcend
A lower flight, and fpeak of «hingsachand *
Ufeful, whence haply mention may arife .
Of fomthing not unfeafonable to ask
By fufferance, and thy wonted favourdeignd., - !
Thee I have heard relating what was don '
Ere my remembrance : now hear mee relate
My Storie, which perhaps thou haft not heard ;
And Day is yet not {pent ; till then thou fee&
How futtly to detaine thee I devife,
Inviting thee to hear while I rela:c o »
Fond, were it not in hope of ‘thy reply SR
For while I fit with thee, I feem in Heav'n, - '
And fweeter thy difcourfe is to ‘my eare
Thcn Frmts of Palm-tree plesfaniteft to thirft

0 4 And
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‘And hunger both, fropt labonr, at the houre
Of fweet repalt ; they fastate, and foonfill,
Though pleafanc,buyseby-words with Grace Divine
Imbu'd, bring tp. thir fweetnefs no farietie.
om thus Raphael anfwer'd heav'nly meek, -

Norarethy lips ungraceful, Sire of men, .
Nor torigye.incloguent:; for God on thee -
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour'd.
Inwardapd outward both, hisimage faire;
Speaking or mute all comlinefs and grace
Attends thee, and ¢ach word; each motion formes, -
Nor lefs think wee in. Heav'n of theeon Earth .
Then of our fellow fervant, and inquire - .
" Gladly into the wayes of God with Man;
For God we fee ha\tﬂ bononr’d thee, and fet
On Man his Equal Love : fay thereforeon ;
For Ithat Day wasabfent, as befell,
Bound on-avoyage uncouth and obfcure,
Farr on excurfion toward the Gates of Hell; -
Squar'd in fyll Legion ( fuch command we had )
.To fee that nonethence jflu'd forth a fpie,
Or enemie, while God was in his work,
Leaft hee incentt at fuch eruption bold,
Deftruition with Creation might have mix¢.
Not chat they durft without his leaveattempt,
But us he {ends upon his high behefts
For ftate, as Sovran King, and to enure
Our prompt obedience. Faft we found, faft hut
The difmal Gates, and barricado’d ftrong ;
But long ere our approaching heard within
Noife, other then the found of Dance or Song,
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage, °
~ Glad we return'd up to the coafts of Light

Ere Sabbath Egv'ning : fo we had incharge.

To whom thus Rap

But
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But thy relation now ; for Iattend, 3

Pleas'd with thy wordsno lefs then thoun with mine, -
Sofpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire.

For Map to tell how human Lifé began

Ishard g for who himfelf beginning knew 2

Defire with thee flill longer to converfe -

Induc'd me. Asnew wak't from foundeft fleep

Soft on the flourje herb Ifound me laid

In Balmje Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun

Soondri'd, and on the reaking moifture fed.

Strait toward Heav'nmy wondring EyesI turnd,

And gaz'd a while the ample Skie, till raisd =~

By quick inftin&ive motion np 1fprung, ©

As thitherward endevoring, and npright :

Stood on my feet ; about meround I faw _

Hill, Dale, and fhadie Woods, and funnie Plainés, -

And liquid Lapfe of murmuring Streams ; by thefe,

Creaturesthat livd, and movd, and walk'd, or flew,

Birds on the branches warbling; all thingsfmil’d,

‘With fragrance and with joy my heart orcflow'd. -

My felf I'then perus'd, and Limb by Limb .

- Survey'd,and fometimes went, and fometimes ran
With fupple joints, and lively vigour led: *
Butwho I was, or where, .orfrom what caufe,

Knew not; to fpeak I tri'd, and forthwith fpake,

My Tongue obey'd and readily could name -
What eire I faw. “Thou Sun, faid I, faire Light, .
And thou enlight'nd Earth, fo frefh and gay, =
Ye'Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plaines;
And ye that liveand move, fair Creatures, tell, i
Tell, if yefaw, how cameI thus, Low here? s
Not of my felf; by fome greac Maker then, .
Ingoodnefs and in power praeminent '
Tell me, how may Iknow him, how adore, F v
U T T ‘rofy
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-Fromwhom Thave that tlius I move and five, .
Andfeel that T art fappiet then I know: .
‘While thus I all d; and ftrag'd I kriew not whither,
From where I firlt drew Aire, and fieft beheld = -
This happie Light, when anfwet norie retdrn’d, -

On agreen fhadie Bank profufe of Flours
‘Penfive I fate mé down ; there gentle flee

Firft found me, and with foft oppteffion eisd
My droufed fenfe, untroubl'd, thotigh I thought -

I then was paffiog ro my former ftace R
Inferfible, and forthwithro diffofves -~ ..~
‘When fuddenly ftood at my Heada dream;: - -
Whofe inward apparition gently movid '
My fancy to believe I yet had being, ,

And livd: One éame, methonght, of fhape Divine,
And fiid; thy Manfion wants thee, _Adam, rife, R
FitlkMan, of Men inttumerablé ofdaind -
Firft Fdther, eall'd by thee I cotné thy Guide

To the Garden'of blifs, thy fear prepar'd.

So faylng, by thie hand he took me raisd,

Andover Fields and Waters, as iri Aire _
Smoorhfliding without fiep, laft fed me up _

A woodie Motintain, whofe high top was pldine,

A Circutit wide; enclos’d, with goodlieft Trees
Planted, with Walks, and Bowers, that what T fav
Of Earth before fcarce pleafanit feemid. Each Tree
Load'n witls faireft Fruit that Lithg to the Eye
Tempring, firr'd in me fuddén appetite

7o pluck and eare; whereat I'wak'd, and found
. Before mine Eyes all real, a5 the-dream .

~ Had lively thadowd: Here liad néw begun

- My wandring, had not hee who was my Guide
Up hither, from among the Trées appeerd ™.
Prefence Divine, Rejoycing. but withiaw In
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Inadoratioh 4t hisfeer Tfell . .

Submifs: he reat'dene; and Whom' thoafonght& Iam,,
Said iildely, Author of all thisthow feeft -

Above, or Yound about thee or brntuth.

This Paradife I give thee, count it thine ST
To Tilland keep, and of the Pruit to eate: s
Of every Tree that/in the Gardengrowes -~ -+
Eate freely with glad heart ; fear bere no: dearch g: o
But of the Trée whofe operation brings |
Knoitrledg of good andill, which T have fee. .- . °
The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy Fmrh Ry
Amid the Garden by the Tree of Life, s
Remembet what: I warne thee, thanto tafte,
And (hun the bittet confequerice : for know,
The day thot eac'ft thereof, myfole command -
Tranfgreft, inevitably thou fhalt dye; :
From that day mortal, and this happie Stae .
Shalt loofe, expelld: from hence intoa World
Of woe and fofrow. Stetnly he:pronommcd . -
The rigid interdiction, whichrefounds ..~ .
Yet dreadful in mine eare, though.iomy choice
Not to incur; butfoon his cleer afped :
Return’d and gracious purpofe thus renew'd.
Not onely thefe fair bounds, but all thie Earth
[o thee and to thy Race I give; asLords .
offefs it, and all things that therein live, -

Or live in Sed, or Aire, Beaft, Fith, and Fowlc

n figne wheteof eac Bird and Bexfitiehold

\frer thir kindes; I bring them to receave

‘rom thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtie

Vith low fubjection; underftand the fame

Of Fifhi within thir watry refidénce,

Not hither fuammond, fince they cannot chang.e

“hir Elcmcnt 10 draw the thinner Aire, : A .
a8
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As thus he fpake, each Bird and Beaft behold
Appsoaching two and two, Thefe cowring low
‘With blandifhment, each Bird ffoop’d-on his wing.
1 nam’d them, as they pafs'd, and underftood ‘
Thir Niture; with fuch knowledg God endu’'d
My fudden apprehenfion : burin thefe .
I fzund not whatme thought I wanted ftjll ;
And to the Heav'nly vifion thus prefum'd. =
- Q by what Name, for thouaboveall thefe;  ~
‘Above mankinde; or anght then mankinde higher,
" Surpaffet farr my naming, how may I '
Adore thee, Author of this Univerfe, .
And all this goodto man, for whofe well being
So amply, and with hands fo liberal .
Thou HKaft provided all things : but with mee
1fee notwho parrakes. Infolitude = -
What happinefs, who can enjoy -alone, -
Or all epjoying, what contentment. find ?
Thus I prefumptuous ; and the vifion bright,
“ Aswith a fmile more bright'nd, thus repli'd.
What call’ft thou folirude, is not the Eatth.
With various living creatures, and the Airg
Replenifhe, and all thefe at thy command
To come and play before thee, know'ft thou not
Thir language arid thir wayes, they alfo know,
And reafon nottontemptibly ; withthefe
Find paftime, and beare rule ; thy Realm islarge,
So fpake the Univerfal Lotd, and feem’d
- Soordering. Iwith leave of fpeechimplor'd,

And humble deprecation thus repli'd. 4
Let not my words offend thee, Heav’nly Power, -
My Maker, be propitious while Ifpeak.
Haft thon not mademe here thy fubititute,

And thefe inferionr farr beneash me for?

,Among
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Among unequals what focietie ,

‘Canfort, what harmonié or true delight #

Which muft be mutual, in proportion due

Giv'nand receiv’d ; but in difparitie

The one intenfe, the other ftill remifs

Cannot well fuite with either, but foon prove

Tedious alike : Of fellowfhip Ifpeak ‘

Such as I feek, fit to participate o

Allrational delight, wherein the brute :

Cannot be human confort ; they rejoyce

Each with thir kinde, Lion with Lionefs ;

So fitly themrin paits thou haft combin'd:; :

Much lefs can Bird with Beaft, or Fifh with Fowle

So well converfe, nor with the Ox the Ape s

Worf then can Man with Beaft, and leaft of all. =~

Whereto th* Almighty anfwer'd, not difpleas'd. .

A nice and futtle happinefs I fee

Thouto thy felf propofeft, in the choice v

Of thy Aflociates, .Adam, and wilt tafte kS

No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitarie, '

What think{t thou then of mee, and this my State,

Seem I to thee fufficiently poffeft

Of happinefs, or not? who am alope

From all Eternitie, for none I know

Second to me or like, equal much lefs.

How have I then with whomto hold converfe

Save with the Creatures which I made, and thofe

To me inferiour, infinite defcents

Beneath what other Creatures are to thee? ..
He ceas'd, I lowly anfwer’d. To attaine

The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes

All human thoughts come fhort, Supream of things;

I hou inthy felt art perfet, and in thee i '

s no deficience found ; not fo is Man, -

S

o

But
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But in degrae, the caufs of his defire-
By converfatiop wigh hislike to help,
~ Or folace hisdefe@s: No need thas thog
Shouldt propagar, already infinjtes- = .
~ And through all numbers abfolutg, thaugh OGpe s - -
But Manby number isto manife} =
- His fingleimperfection, andbegeg - . .
Like of his like, his Image multipli‘d,
In unitie defe®ive, which requires .
Collateral love, and deereft amitie,
Thou in thy fecrefic glthough along,
Beft with thy felf accampanied, feek'ft not
Social communication, yet fo pleas'd, . _
Canft raifg thy Creature to what highth theg wil
Of Union or Communion, deifid;
1 by converfing cannot thefe ere® - - L
From prone, nor in thir wayes complacence find.
Thus I embold'ndfpake, and freedom us'd
Permiffive, and acceptance found, which gain'd
This anfwer from the gratious voice Divine. |
Thus farr t0 try thee, Adam, I was pleas'd,
And finde thee knowing not of Beafts alone,
Which thou haf} rightly nam'd, but of thy felf,
Expreffing well the fpirit within thee free, .
My Image, not imparted tothe Brute,
Whofe fellowship therefore unmeet for thee
Good reafon was thou freely thouldft diflike,
And be fominded ftill ; I, ere thou fpak'ft,
Knew it not goodfor Man to be alone,
Arnd no fuch companie as then thou faw'ft
Intended thee for trial onely brought, -
To fee how thou couldft judge of fir and meet ¢
What next I bring (hall pleafe thee, be affur’d,
Thy likenzfs, thy fic help, thy other fglf,

. Thy
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Thy with exadly to thy heartsdefire,

" Hee ended, or I heard no more, for now '
My earthly by his Heav'nly overpowerd, -
Which it had long ftood under, ftreind to the highth
In that celeftial Colloquie fublime, ’ R
As with an object that excels the fenfe,

Dazi'd and fpent; funk down, and fought repaic

Of fleep, which inftantly fell onme, calld .~

By Nature asin aide, and clos’'d mine éyes.

Mine eyes he clos’d, but op'n left the Cell

Of Fanciemy internal fight, by which
Abftra& as in atranfe methought I faw, _
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the fhape.
Still glorious before whom awake I ftood ;

‘Who ftooping op’'nd my left fide, and took

From thence a Rib, with cordial fpirits warme;, -
And Life-blood fireaming frefh ; wide was the wound,
But fuddenly with flefh fill'd up and heal'd : ‘
The Rib he formd and fathond with his hands 5
tnder his forming hands a Creature grew,

Manlike, but different Sex, fo lovly faire,

Thatwhat feemd fair inall the World, feemd now
Mean, orin her fummd up, in her containd

And in her looks, which from that time infus'd
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before,

And into all things from her Aire infpir'd
The{pirit of loveand amorous delight.

Shee difappeerd, and left me dark, I wak'd

To find her, or for ever to deplore -

Her lofs, and other pleafuresall abjure : .
Whenout of hope, behold her, not farz off,

- Suchas1 faw her in my dream, adornd

With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow
To make her amiable: On(he came, : T d :
. N N c N
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Led by her Heav'nly Maker, though unfeen, :
.. And guided by his voicé, nor uninformd
* Of nuptial Sanctitie and marriage Rites: -
_ Gface was in all her fteps, Heav'n in her Eye;
In every gefture dignitie and love. ' -
. Toverjoyd could not forbear aloud. . L
This turn hath made amends ; thou haftfulfill'd
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benigne,
Giver of all things faire, but faireft this
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fte o
Bone of my Bone, Flefh of my Flefh, my Self
Before me; Woman is her Name, of Man
Extracted ; for thiscaufe he fhall forgoe
Father and Mother, and to his Wife adhere;
And they fhall be one Fleth, one Heart, one Soule,: -
She heard me thus, and though divinely broughe;
Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeftie, o
Her vertue and the confcience of her worth, -
That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won;
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retird;
" The more defirable, or tofay all,
Natare her felf, though pure of (inful thouglit,
. Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, fheturn'd;
‘Ifollow’d her, fhe what was Honour knew,
And with obfequious Majeftie approv’d
My pleaded reafon. To the Nuptial Bowre -
I led her blufhing like the Morn : all Heav'n;
And happie Conftellations on that houre -
Shed thir fele&eft influence ; the Earth
Gave fign of gratulation, and each Hill 4
Joyousthe Birds ; frefh Galesand gentle Airés
Whifper'd it to the Woods, and from thir wings
Flung Rofe, flung Odours from the fpicie Shrub,
Difporting, till the amorous Bird of Night '

s

Sang
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Sung Spoufal; and bid haffe rhe’Eevmng Stafr
On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp. =~ -
“Thus I'have told thee all my State, and brought
My Storie to the fum of earthly bl is ,

Which 1 enjoy; and muft confels tofind

In all things elfe delight indeed, bucfuch .-

As us'd or not, works in the shind nochange, -

Nor vehement defi ire, thefe delicacies R

I mean of Tafte, Snght,Smell Herbs Fruxts,and Flohr#

- Walks, and the melodic of Birds; but here :

Farr otherwife, tranfported I behold :

Tranfported touch ; here paffion firft 1 felt,

Commotion (’crange, in all enjoyments elfe

Superiourand unmov'd, here onely weake

Againft the charm of Beauties powerful glance.

Or Nature faild in mee, and left fome part

Not proof enough fuch ObjC& to fuftain,

Or from my f{ide fubdu®ing, took perhaps :

More then enoughy ar leaft on her beftow'd

Too much of Ornamert, in outward fhew . -

Elaborate, of inward lefs exad.’

For well I underftand in che pnme end .

Of Nature her th’ inferiour, in the mind

And inward Faculties, which moft excell,

In outward ato her refembting lefs -

His Ithage who made both, and lefs exprcfﬁng

The chara&er of that Dominion giv'n

O're other Creatures ; yet when I approaclf

Her lovelinéfs, fo abfofute fhe feems

And ifi her felf compleat, fo well.to kiow

Her own, that what fhie wills to do of fay,

- Seems wifeft, vertuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft 5

All highes knowledge in hér prefence falls”

| Begfa’d%d s Wifdom in difcourfe with ber - ;<
¥ Loofes

.

ey
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Loofesdifcount’nanc, aad like folly fhetvesy
Authority and Reafon.on her waite,

- Asone intended firft, not after madé * -
Occafionally ; and w0 confummate all,
Greatnefs of mind and noblenefs thir feas' -
Build in her lovelieft, and create anawe
About her, as a guard Angelic plac. .
Towhom the Angel with contfaded brow.

.~ Acchfe not Nature, flie hach don her part ;
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident
Of Wifdom, fhe deferts thee not, if thou
Difmifs not her, when. moft thou needft her nigh,
By attributing overmuchto thiogs .
Lefs excellent, asthou thy felf perceav't, '
For what admir’'t thou, what tranfports thee (o,
An outfide ? fair no doubr, and worthy well
Thy cherifhing, thy honouring, and thy love,
Not thy fubje&ion: weigh with her thy felf
Then value: Oft times nothing profits more

"~ Then felf efteem, grounded on juftand right
‘Well manag'd ; of that skill the more thon know'ft,
The more fhe will acknowledge thee her Head,
And to realities yield all her fhows: -
Made fo adorn for thy dekight the morée,
So awful, that with honour thos maift kove _
Thy tate, who fees whenthou art feen leaft wife.
But if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind -
Is propagared feem fuch dear delight
Beyond all other, think the fame voutfaft
To Cattel and each Beaft ; which would not be
To them made comuionand divulg'd, if aughe
Therein enjoy'd wereworthy to fubdue
The Soule of Mat;, or pafffon in himmove, .
What higher in Lewfocietie thou findft

| ————eeteme—
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Attradive, huian, rational, love ftill ; o
In loving chou doft well, in paffion not,

Wherein true Love confifts net y love refines :
The thoughts, and heart enlarges, Rath his feat

In Reafon, and is judicious, is the frale o
By which to heav'nly Love thou maift 4fcend, £
Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which canfe ~ - -~
Among the Beafts no Mate for thee was found,

. To whom thus half abalh’t _4dam replid.
Neither her out-fide forid fo fair, nor aughs .

In procreation common to all kindes ‘

( Though higher of the gerial Bed by far,

And with myfteriousreverence Ideem ).

So much delights me as thofe graceful ads,

Thofe thoufand decericies that daily flow . .
From al] her words and a&ions mixt with Love

And {weet compliance, which declare unfeign’d
Union of Mind, or in us both one Soule ;

Harmonie to behold in wedded pair = .
More grateful then harmonious found to the éare.
Yet thefe fubje@ not 5 I to thee difclofe

What inward thence I feel, not therefore foild, .
‘Who meet with various objedts, from the fenfs
Varioufly reprefenting ; yet ftill free
Approve thebeft, and follow what Iapprove.

® To love thau blany'ft mé not, for love thou faift .
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide;
Bear with me then, if lawful whar 1ask;

Love rot the heav'nly Spirits, and how thir Love
Exprefs they, by looks onely, or do they mix
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch 2

-, .To whom the Angel with a fmile that glow'd
Celeftial rolie fed, Loves proper huey, =~ ..
Aufwet'd, Lév it fuffice thee that thou know'ft &
S % - R : ¢
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Us happie, and without Love no happinefs.
‘Whatever pure thouin thebody enjoy't
( And pure thon wert created ) we enjoy
Ineminence, and obftacle find none - A
Of membrare, joynt, or limb, exclufive barrs &
Eafier then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace,
Total they mix, Union of Pure with Pure
Defiring ; nor reftrain'd conveyance need
As Fleth to mix with Elefh, or Soul with Sosl.
But Ican now no more; the parting Sun

"Beyond the Earths green Cape and verdant Ifles
Hefperean fets, my Signal to depart. .
Be ftrong, live happie, and love, but firft of all

“Him whom to love s to obey, and keep

.His great command ; take heed leatt Paffion fway
Thy Judgement to do aught, which elfe free Will

. 'Would not admit 5 thine and of all thy Sons
- 'The weal or woe in thee is plac’t ; beware.

Iin thy perfevering fhall rejoyce,

Andall the Bleft: ftand faft ; to ftand or fall

Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies.

Perfer within, no outward aid require ;
And all tempration to tranfgrefs repel.
So faying, hearofe , whom Adam thus
Follow'd withbenedi&ion. Since to part,
Go hegvenly Gueft, Ethereal Meffenger,

Sent from whofe {ovran goodnefs T adore,
‘Gentle to me and affable hath been
Thy condefcenfion, and fhall be honour'd ever
With grateful Memorie » thou to mankind
Be good andfriendly ftill, and oft return.

_ So parted they, the Angel up to Heav'a
From the thick {hade, and _4dam to his Bowre. :
o Ths En4 of the Eighth Baok, 4 Pal' 4
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BOOK IX.

THE ARGUMENT.

Satan baving compaft the Earth, with meditated guile
returns 4 a wist by Nigke into Paradife,enters inte
the Serpent [leeping. Adam and Eve inthe Morning:
go forth to thir labonrs, which Eve propofes ‘to divide
s feveral places, each labouring apart : Adam con-
fents not, alledging the danger, left thas Enemy, of
whom théy were farewarn'd, [hould attempt ber found
alane : Eve loath to be thought not circumfpels or
firm enongh, urges her going apart, the rather defi-
vous to make tryal of ber frrengthy Adam ar laft
yields : The Serpent finds ber alone 5 bis fubtle ap-
proach, firft gazing, then fpeaking, with much flat-- .
tery extolling Eve above all other Creatures. Eve
wondring to bear the Serpent [peak , asks bow be at~'
tain'd to human [peech and [uch underftanding not
till now s the Serpent anfwers, that by tafting of a
gertain Tree in the Garden he attain'd both to Speech

* And Reafon, fillthen void of batle : Eve requires him

i v b3 e
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to bring bertothas Tree, and finds it tobe the Tree *
of Knowledge forbidden: The Serpent now grown
bélder, with many wiles and arguments induces: bey
at length ta eary fhe pleas divith the tafte deliber dses
awhile whether to smpart thersof to Adam or wot, ar
 1ast brings bim of the Frait, relates what perfwaded
- ber to eat thereof : Adam at fir§t amaz’d, bur per-
“céiwing her 1o3F, vefolves thongh wehemence of love
 toperifh with her § and exéenuating the trefpafs, ears
alfo of the Fruit: The Effects theveof in them both 5
they [eek to cover thir nakednefs ; then fall to varis

.

ance and accifation-of -one-aethore— -~ e

A YO more of talk where God or Angel Gueft
' 1. 'WithMan, as wish his.Friend ; familiar- us'd
: To fitindulgent, and with him partake -
.+ ¢ Raral repaft, perraitting him the while
Venial difcourfe unblam'd : I now muft change -
‘Thofe Notes to Tragic ; foul diftruft, and breach
Difleyal on the part of Man, tevolt, .. . . . -
And difobedience : On the part of Heav'n
Now alienated, diftance and diftafte, ...
Anger and juft rebuke, and judgemens giv'n,
Thatbrought into this Worlda werld of woe;
Sinne and her fhadow Death, and Miferie -
Deaths Harbinger : Sad task, yetargument
Not lefs but more Heroic then the wrauth - -
Of ftetn Achilles on'his Foe purfy'd: ~
;Thrice Fugitive about Tray Wall ;- or rage
Of Turnus for Lavinia difefpousd, - .-
Or Neptun's ire or Juna’s, that fo long
Perplex'd the Greek and Cyrherea’s Son ;
If anfwerable: ftyle Fcan.obtaine -~ .
OF my Celeftial Patroncfs, who deigics

Her
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Her nightly vifkmion unimples’d, . - - =
And dictates to me flumbring, orinfpires ... .
Eafiemy unpremeditaved Verfe: - S
Since firft ehiis Subje for Heroic Song 1 il
Pleas’'d mefong choofing, and beginning latey.: = i~
Not fedulous by Nature to indite
Watrs, hithereo the onely Argument .o i~
Heroic deeavd, chiefmaiftrieto diffe > -nucis
Withlong amd tedious havoc fabl'd Knights =5 7.
In Bat lgﬂfeign’d'; the bersor foreitude  : . Lits o
Of Patience and Hevoic Martyrdom =0 "5
Unfung; or ro.defcribe Races and Games,” 3:. .7
Or tiling: Barpiture, emblazon'd Shieldsy: =1y 1
Imprefes quaint, Caparifonsand Steeds; i
Bafes and tinfel Trappings, gorgious Knights: i v.c..”
At Jouftand Torneament ; then marfhal'd Feaft =
Serv'd up in Hall with Sewers, and Semefhals: . = c: -
The skill of Artifice or Office mean, . - -1
Not thar which juftly gives Heroic name - 0o o
To Perfon or ta Poem. Mee of thefe gl
Nor skilld nor ftudious, highet Argument. . = :x!*
Remaines, fufficient of it felf to raife - -+ =0 s’
“That name, unlefs anageroo lare, orcold 1. .0
Climat, or Years damp my intended wing - .-
Depreft, and much they may, if all be miney - """
Not Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear. .« .5
The Sua wasfunk, and after him the Stare . <
Of Hefperus, whofe Office is to bring:
Twilight upon the Earth, thort Arbiter e
Twixt Day and Night, and now from end’to end " -~
Nights Hemifphere had veild the Horizontound
 When Satan who late fled before thethrears *~ = -
Of Gabriel out of Edsi, nowimprovd - 1
Inmeditated fraud and malice,bes  ~ -
’,.“4 . nd - T ?4. . i ] . ‘On

[



216 Paradife Lok, Book IX.
'On mans deftru@ion, maugre what might hap .
Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs returnd.:.
By Nighe he fled, and at Midnight retunnd - -
From compafiing the Earth; cautious of day,
Since Uriel Regent of the Sundefcrid. "
- Hisentrance. and forewarnd the Chérpbim ~
- That kept thir watch ; thence full of dnguifh driv’n,
The fpace of feven continu'd Nights he rode.
With darknefs, thrice the Equino®ial Line
He circl'd, four times crofs'd the Carr of Night
From Pole to Pole, traverfing cach Colure
‘On theeighth rerurt'd, and on ehe Coaft averfe
From entrapce or Chierubic Wartch, by fteaith . <
Found unfufpeed way, . Therewds aplace,
Now not, though -Sin, fot Time, £ifft wraught the
Wherg Tigrie at the-foot of Paradife . . ( change,.
Into a'prﬁﬂa'o_t under ground,- rill pare = - o
Rofe up a Fountgin by the Tree of Life;
In wich the River {unk, and with-it rofe
. Satan involv'd in rifing Mift, then foughr

Where to liehid ; Sea he had fearcht;and Land
From Eden over. Pontoss,.and the Roole *
Meotss, up beyond the River Qb ; ' -
Downward as farr Antartic ; andin length
Weft from Qrontes to the Ocean barr'd .
At Darien, thence to the Land where flowes
Ganig: and Indus : thus the Otb heroam’d
With narrow fearch ; and with infpe&ion deep
Confider'd every Creature; which of all
Moft pppostne might ferve his Wiles, and found
Thq Serpent fuccleft Beaft ‘of all the Field. -
Him afier Jong debiate, irrefolute  «
Of thoughts revolv'd, hisfinal fentence chofe
Fic Veflel, firet Imp of fraud, inwhom
I i . "

To



|

- BookIX. %amnifz.zga. Cu7

To enter, and his dark fuggefionshide

From er:pe& {ight : - for in the wilie Snake,

Whatever fleights none would fufpicious mark,

As from his wit and natjve fuctletie: . .

Proceeding, which in other Beafts obferv'd

Doubt mightbegetof Diabolicpows =~

AQ&ive within beyond the fenfe of brute. -

Thus he refolv'd; but firk from inward griefe

His burfting paffion into plaints thus pout'ds. :
O Earth, how like to Heav’n, if notpreferr'd -

. More juftly, Seat worthier of Gods, asbuilt -

With fecond thoughts, reforming what wasold ! -
For what God after better worfe wouldbuild 2 -
Terreftrial Heav'n, danc’t round by other Heav'ns -
That fhipe, yet bear thir bright officious Lamps, - - -
Light above Lighe, for theealone, as feems, -

In thee concentring all chir precious beams

Of facred influence: As God inHeav'a

Is Center, yet extends to all, fo thea

Centring receav't from all thofe Orbs ; inthee,
Notin themfelves, all thir known vertue appeers
Produdivé in Herb, Plant, and nobler birth

Of Crearures animate with gradual life ‘

Of Growth, Senfe, Reafon, all furnm'd up in Man,

- With what delight could I have walke thee round,

If Icould joy in aught, fweer interchange

Of Hill, and Vallie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, -
Now Land, now Sea, and Shores with Forreft crownd,
Rocks, Dens, and Caves ; but Iin none of thefe
Find place o refuge’; and the more I fce T

Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel

Torment within me, as from the hateful fiege

Of contraries ; all good to me becomes - :
Bane, and in Heay'n much worfe would be my ﬁai;};: :

Sy



218  Paradifec Loft. Book IX

But neither here feek I, no nar in Heav'n ,
To dwell, unlefs by maxﬂxmg Heav’ns Snprcame 3
Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferable .
By what I feck,but others to make fuch L
AsT, though thereby worfe to meredound s .

For onely in defioying I find eafe = -

Tomy relentlefs: thoughts ; and him dc&royd :

Or won 0. what may work his uteer fofs,

- For whon al] this was made, all this will foon
Follow, asto him inke in weal or woe, '
In wothen ; thar deftruQion wide may range s’ .
"Fo mee fhall be the glorie fole among: C
The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr’d ..
What he #imighiie {ty)'d; fix Nightaand Days.
Continu'd making, “and who knows how long .~
Before had bin ¢ontriving, though perhaps :‘g'f .
Not longer then fince I in one Night freed ~
From fervitude inglarious welnigh'balf .~ .. "
Th’ Angelic Name, and thinner:left thcthtong .
Of his adoress : hee tobe avengid, .

And to repaire his nnmbers thus impair'd,

Whether fach vertue fpent of old nomfmld.

More Angels o Craate, iftheyarleak . -
Are hjs Created,or to fp:;c us more, 1
Determin'd to advance into our room o ‘
A Creature form'd of Earth, and hlmcndow, o

. Exalted from fo bafe origjnal, .
With Heav'nly fpoils, our fpails ; Wbat he dect:ed
He effefted ; Man he made, and for him bullt
Magmﬁcent this World, and Barth hisfear,

Him Lord pronounc'd, and, O mdxgmtlc‘
Subjected to his fervice Angel wings,

And flaming Minifters towatchand tend -
Tbﬂ' earthy Charge of thefe the v:gxlanc:
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I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in mift
Of midnight vapor glideobfcure, and prie -
- In every Buth and Brake, where hap may finde
. The Serpent {leeping, in whofe mazie foulds -
- To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. .
O foul defcent! thiat I who erficontended - ¥
With Godsto fic thehigheft, am now-confiraind
Into a Beaft, and mixt with beftial flime, -
This effence to incarnate and imbrute,
That to the hight of Deitie afpir’'d ; L
But whatwill not Ambition and Revenge .3
Defcend-to ? who afpiresmuft down as low ;
- As high he fodrd, obnoxious firft or laft
To bafeft things.- Revenge, at firft though fwees;
Bitter ere lonig back onit felf recoiles; -
“Letit; T reck not, fo it light well aim'd, -
Since higher I faltfhort, on him who next
Provokesmy envie, this new Favorite ~ -
Of Heav’n, this Mant of Clay, Son of defpite,
Whom us the more to fpite his Maker rais'd
From daft: fpire then with fpite is beft repaid.
__So faying, through each Thicket Danck or Drie; -
Like a black mift lew creeping, he heldon: -
His midnight fearch, where fooneft he might finde
The Serpent ; him faft fleeping foon he found -
In Labyrinthof many a round felf-rowld;
His head the midt, well flor'd with futcle wiless ¢
Notyet in horrid Shade ordifmalDen, =~ .~
Nor nocent yet, but on the graffie Herbe
Fearlefs unfeard he flept : in at his Mouth
The Defil enterd, and his brutal fenfe,
Inheartor head, poffefling foon infpird -
With a& intelligential ; buc his fleep :
Difturbd not, waiting clofe th approach of Morlné‘o ‘
SE R S a0 w
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Now when as facred Light beganto dawne .

In Eden onthe humid Flours, that breathd
' “Thir morning incenfe, when all things that breath,
From th’ Earths grear Altar fend up {ilent praife |

\To the Creator, and. his Noftrils fill | "
With gratefal Smell, forth came the buman pajc

‘And joind thir vocal Worthip to the Quire
Of Creatvres wanting voice, that done, partake
The feafon, piveg for fweeteft Sentsand Aixes :
Then commune how that day they beft may ply

- Thir growing work : for much thir work outgrew

‘The hands difpatch of two Gardning fo wide.
And Eve firlt to her Husband thus began.
Adaw, well may we labour fll to drefs .
This Garden, ftill to tend Plant, Herb and Flous,
Our pleafant task enjoyn'd, but gillmore hands .
Aid us, the work uader our labour grows, ~ -
Luxurious by reftraint; what we by day o
Lop overgtown, or prune, or prop, orbind, .
One night or two with wanton growth derides
. Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now advife .
Or, bear whit to my minde firft thoughts prefent, *. -
Let us divide,our Jabours, thou whexe choice . -
Leads thee, or where moft needs,whether towind -
The Woogdbine roynd this Arbour; or dired ,
The clafping Ivie where to climb, whilel .
In yonder Spring of Rofes intermixt * - L
With Myrtle, find what to redrefstill Noons
For while fo near each other thus all day
Our taske we choofe, what wonder if fonear .
Looks intervene and {miles, or objet new o - .
Cafual difcourfe draw on, whichintermits . |
Our dayes work brough to little, though begun -

To

s
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To whommild anfwer Adam tlinsretarn’d,
Sole Eve, Affociate fole, to me beyond
Comipare above all living Creatures deare, kR
Well hat thou motion’d, well thy thoughts imployd
How we might beft fulfill the work which here
God hath aliigr’d us, nor of me fhalt pafs
Unprais'd : for nothing lovelier can be found -
In Woman, then to ftudic houfkold good, '
And good workesin her Husband to promote.

Yet not fo ftri&ly harh our Lord fmpos'd

Labour, as to debarr us when we need

Refrefhinent, whether food, or talk between,

Food of the mind, or thisfweet intercourfe '
Of looks and fmiles, for fmiles ffom Reafon flow,
"To brute deni'd, and are of Love the food, L
Love not the loweft end of human life.

For not toirkfom toile, but to delight

He made us, and delight to Reafon joyn'd. \
Thefe paths & Bowers doubt not but our joynt hands
Will keep from Wildernefs with eafe, as wide
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long
Affift us : But if much converfe perhaps

Thee fatiate, to fhort abfence ¥ could yield.
For folitude fomtimes is beft focietie,

And fhort retirement urges fweet returne.
But other doubt poffeffes me, leat harm
Befall theefever'd from me ; for thon know{t
‘What hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foe
Envying our happinefs, and of his own ‘
Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and fhame
By fly affanlt; and fomwhere nigh at hand
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hopeto find
His wifh and beft advantage, us afunder,
Hopelefs to circumyent us joynd, whese each

a
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,’I‘o orher fpeedie zide might lend at need s
‘Whether his firft defign be to Wuhdmwv
Our fealtie from God, or to diftuth ~ ~ |
_ Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no blifs
“Enjoy'd by us excites his envie more; ,
Or this, or werfe, leave ot the faichful fide
‘That gave thee being, flill thades shee and prote&s;
The Wife, where danger or difhonour lurks,
Safeft and feemlicft by her Husband ftaies,
Who guards her, or with her the worft endutes.
To whomthe Vlrgm Majeftie of Eve, '
‘As one who loves, and fome unkindnefs meets,
With fweet aufteer compofure thus reply’d, .
Ofspring of Heav'n and Earth,and all EanhsI.otd‘
“That fuch an Enemie we have, who feeks :
Our tuin, both by thee informd I learne,
. ‘And from the parting Angel over-héard
Asinafhadie nook I%‘tood behind,
Juft thenretarnd at fhut of Evemng Flours,
But that thou fliouldft my firmnefs therfore doubt
To God or thee, becaufe we have a foe
May tempt it, 1 expedied not to hear.
His violence thou fearft fot, being fuch;
Aswee, not capable of death or paine,
Caneither riot receave, or canrepell,
His fraud is then thy fear,. which plain inferss
Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love
Canby his fraud be fhak'n or feduc’t; -
Thoughts, which how found they harbotrin thy breft
Adam, mifsthought of her to thee fo dear?
To whom with healing words _4dam replyd.
Daughrer of God and Man, immortal Eve,
For fuch thouart, from {in and blame entire ;
Notdxﬁident of thee do I diffaade - v
: Thy
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Thy abfence from my Light, but to avoid

Th’ actempt it felf, intended by our Foe. .

For hee who tempts, though in vain, at leaft afperfes
The tempted with dithonour foul, fuppos'd -
Not incorruptible of Faith, not prooff

Againft tempration : thouthy felf with fcorne

And anger wouldft refent the offer'd wrong,
Though ineffe@ual found : mifdeem notthen, - -3
If fuchaffront I labourto averr ®
Erom theealone, which onus both at once

~ The Enemie, thoughbold, will hardly dare,

Or daring, firft on mee th’ affault fhall lighe.

Nor thou his maliceand falfe guile contemn 3

Suttle he needs muft be, who could feduce

Angels, nor think fuperfluous others aid.

Ifromthe influence of thy looks receave

Aceefsin every Vertue, inthy #ighe

More wife, more watchful, ftronger, if need were

Of outward firength; while fhame, thou looking om;
Shame to-be overcome or over-reacht \
‘Would utmoft vigor raife, and rais'd anite.

Why fhouldft not thoulike fenfe within thee feef

. When Iam prefent, and thy trial choofe

With me, beft witnefs of thy Vertae trid.
So fpake domeftick Adam in hiscare ‘ |

And Matrimonial Love ; but Eve, who thought -~ .

Lefsattributed to her Faith ﬁ‘ecrc, :

Thus her reply with-accent fweet renewd.

- If this be our condition, thusto dwell
Innarrowcircuit ftrait'nd by a Foe, B
Suttle or violent, we notendu’'d
Single with like defence, wherever met,”

" How are we happie, fiillin fear of harm?

But harm précedes.not fin's onely our Foe .
DT ST T T T Fempting
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Tempting affronts us with his foul efteem - S
Of our integritie : his foul efteeme oo
Sticks no dithoner on our Front, but turns .
Foul on himfelf, then wherefore fhund or feard
By us? who rather double honour gaine

From his furmife prov’d falfe, find peace within,
Favout from Heav'n, our witnefs from th’ event:
And whar is Faith,Love, Vertue unaffaid
Alone, without exterior help fuftaind 2

Let us notthen fufpe& our happie State

Left fo imperfet by the Maker wife, -

As not fecure to lingle or combin'd, R A
Fraile is our happinefs, if this be fo,
And Eden were no Eden thus expos'ds -

' Towhom thus Adam ferveatly repli'd.
O Woman, beftare all things as the will
Of God ordain'd them, his creating hand
Nothing imperfet or deficient left
Of all that he Created, much lefs Man,
Or aughe that might his happie State fecurey
Secure from ousward force ; within himfelf
Thedanger lies, yet lies within hispower: - .7/
Againft his will he ean receave no harme.
But God left free the Will, for what obeyes
Reafon, is free, and Reafon bie made right,
But bid her well beware, and ftill ere®, .
Leaft by fome faire appegring good furpris'd
She di®ate falfe, and mifsinforme the Will
Todo what God exprefly hath forbid,
Not then miftruft, but tender love enjoynes,
That I fhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me,
Firmwe fubfift, yet poffible to fwerve, . .
Since Reafon not impoflibly may meet
Some fpecious objet by the Foe fubornd, . 4

A . UM IE A
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And fall into deceptionunaware, ’

Not keeping ftricteft watch, as fhe was warnd.
Seek not temptatian then, which to avoide
Were better, and moft likelie if from mee
- Thou fever not : Trial will come unfoughr.
Wouldft thou approvethy conftancie, approve
Firlt thy obedience 5 tly' other who can know;
.Not feeing thee attempted, who atteft ?
But if thou think, trial unfought may finde
Us both fecurer then thus warnd thou feemit,
Go for thy ftay; notfree, ablents thee more ;
Go i thy native inngcence, relie L
On what thou haft of vertue, fummon all,
For God towards thee hath done his part,do thine.
Sofpake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but Eve = -
Perfifted, yer fubmifs, though laft, repli'd. '
With thy permiffion theff, and thus forewarnd
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafoning words
- Touchd onely, that our trial, whenleaft foughr,
May finde us both perhaps farr lefs prepar'd, - .
The willinger I goe, nor much expec :
A Foe fo proud will firft che weaker feek ;
So bent, the more fhall fhame him hisrepulfe.
Thus faying, ftom her Husbands hand her hand -
Soft fhe withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia’s Traine, ’
Betook her to the Groves, but Delia’s felf
In gate furpafs'd and Goddefs-like deport;
Though not as fhee with Bowand Quiver armd;
But with fuch Gairdning Toolsas Art yer rude,
Guiltlefsof fire bad formd, or Angels bragght.
To Pales, ot Pomona thus adornd, y
Likelieft fhe feemd, Pomona when fhe fled
Verthmnus,or to Ceres in her Prime,

._ Q | » et



226 Paradifc Loft,  Book IX.
Yet Virgio of Proferpinafrom fove.
Her long with ardent look his Eye purfu'd
Delighted, but defiring more her ftay.
Oft he to her his charge of quick returne
Repeated, fhee to him as oft engag'd .
- Tobe returnd by Noon amid the Bowre, -
And all'things in beft order to invite
Noontide repaft, or Afternoons repofe.
O much deceav'd, thuch failing, haplefs Eve,
Of thy prefum'dreturn! eyent perverfe !
Thou never from that boure in Paradife
Found#t either fweet repaft, or found repofe;
Such ambufh hid among fweet Floursand Shades
~ Waited with hellith rancour imminent
" To intercept thy way, or fend thee back
‘Defpoild of Innocence, of Faith, of Blifs.
For now, and fince firft break of dawne the Fiend,
Meer Serpent inappearance, forth was come,
And on bis Queft, where likelielt he might finde -
The onely two of Mankinde, but in them
The whole included Race, his purposd prey.
In Bowre and Field he fought, where any tuft
Of Grove or Garden-Plot more pleafant lay,
Thir tendance or Plantation for delight,
By Fountain or by fhadie Rivuler
He fought them both, but wifh’d his hap might find
_ Eve feparate, bewifh’d, b'\u: not with hope. :
- Of what fo feldom chanc'd; when to his wifh,
Beyond his hope, Ewve feparate he fpies,
Veild in a Cloud of Fragrance, where fhe ftood,
Half fpi'd, fo thick the Rofes bufhing round
Abour her glowd, oft ftooping to fupport
Eacu Flour of flender ftalk, whofe head though gay
Carnation, Purple, Azure, or fpe& with Gold,

‘ ' Hung
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Hung, drooping unfuftaind, them (he apftaies

Gently with Mjrtle band, mindlefs the while,
Her felf, though faireft unfupported Flour,

. From her beft propfo farr, and ftorm fo nigh.

Neerer he drew, and many a walk travers'd
Of ftateliet Covert, Cedar, Pine, or Palme,
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now feen
Among thick-wov'n Arborets and Flours
Imborderd on each Bank, the hand of Eve
Spot more delicious then thofe Gardens feign’d
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renownd

Alcinons, hoft of old Laertes Son, :

Or thar, not Myftic, where the Sapient King
Held dalliance with his faire Egypftan Spoude..
Much hee the Place admir’d, the Perfon more.
As one who long in populous City pent,
Where Houfes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire,
Forth iffuing on a Summers Morn to breache
Among the pleafant Villagesand Farmes .
Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight,
The {mell of Grain, or, tedded Grafs, or Kine,
Or Dairie, each rural fight, each rural found ;
If chance with Nympblike ftep fair Virgin pafs,
What plealing feemd, for her now pleafes more,
She moft, and-in her look fumms all Delight.
Such Pleafure took the Serpent to behold -

This Flouric Plat, the fweet necefs of Eve

Thus earlie, thus alone ; her Heav'nly forme
Angelic, but more foft, and Feminine, -

Her graceful Innocence, her every Aire

Of gefture or left adtion overawd

His Malice, and with rapine fweet bereav'd

~ His fiercenefs of the fierce intent it brought s

That fpace the Evil one abftracted ftood

Qa From
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From his own evil, and for the time remaind .
Stupidly good, of enmitie difarm'd,
‘Of guile, of hate, of envie, of revenge ;
" Butthe hot Hell that alwayesin him burnes,
Though in mid Heav'n, foon ended his delight,
And tortures him now more, the more he fees
Of pleafure not for himordain'd : then foon
Fierce hate he recollets, and all his thoughts
Of mifchief, gratulating, thus excites.
‘Thoughts,whither have yeled me,with what fweet
" Compulfion thus tranfported ro forget
~What hither brought us; bate, not love, nor hope
Of Paradife for Hell, hope here to tafte-
-Of pleafure, but all pleafureto deftroy,
-Save what is in deftreying, other joy
Tome is loft. Thenlet me not let pafs
Occafion which now fmiles, behold alone
The Woman, opportune to all attempts,
- Her Husband, for I view far round, not nigh,
Whofe higher intelle@tual more I fhun,
~ And ftrength, of courage hautie; and of limb
Heroic builr, thoughof terreftrial mould,
Foe not informidable, exernpt from wound,
Inot; fo much hath Hell debas'd, and paire
Infeebl'd me, to what I was in Heav'n.
Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods,
Not terrible, though terrour be in Love
. And beautie, not approacht by {tronger hate,
' Hate ftronger, under (hew of Love well feign'd,
The way which to her ruin now I tend.
So fpake the Enemie of Mankind, enclos’d
In Serpent, Inmate bad, and roward Eve
Addrefs'd bis way, not with ipdented wave,
Prone on the ground, as fince, but on his reare,
e ' Circular
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Circular bafe of rifing foulds, that tour'd T

Fould above fould a furging Maze, his Head -

Crefted aloft, and Carbuncle his Eyes ;

With burnifht Neck of verdant Gold, ere®

Amidft his circling Spires, that on the grals :

Floted redundant: pleafing was his fhape, ¢

And lovely, never fince of Serpent kind '

Lovelier, not thofe that in Ifyriachang'd

Hermiene and Cadmus, or the God .

In Epidaurss 5 nor to which transformd

Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was feen,

Hee with Olympias, this with her who bore .
Scipio the highth of Rome. Withtra& oblique

Atfirft, as onewho foughr accefs, but feard .

Tointerrupt, fide-long he works his way.

As when a Ship by skilful Stearfman wrought -

Nigh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind

Veres oft, as oft fo fteers, and fhifts her Saile ;

So varied hee, and of his tortuous Traine =

Curld many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, -

To lure her Eye; fhee bufied heard the found

Of rufling Leaves, but minded not, as usd o
~ To fuch difport before her through the Field, .. -

From every Beaft, more duteous at hercall, . -}

Then at Circean call the Herd difguis'd. - :
Hee boulder now, uncall'd before her tood§ -
But as in gaze admiring : Ofthe bowd
His turret Creft, and {leek enamel'd Neck, .
Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon fhe trod.
His gentle dumb expreffion turnd at lengsh
The Eye of Eve to mark hisplay ; he glad
Of her artention gaind, with Serpent Tongue
Organic, orimpulfe of vogal Air, . -~
His fraudulent temptation thusbegan, - °
T S Q3 Wonder

-y
&
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Wonder not, fovran Miftrefs, if perhaps o

“Thou canft, who art fole Wonder, much lefs arm

~ Thy looks, the Heav’'n of mildnefs, with difdain,

Difpleasd that I approach thee thus, and gaze

Infatiate, I thus fingle, nor have feard ‘

Thy awful brow , more awful thus retir'd.

Faireft refemblance of thy Maker faire,

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine

By gift, and thy Celeftial Beautie adore

‘With ravithment beheld, there beft beheld

‘Where univerfally admir’d ; but here

Inthisenclofure wild, thefe Beafts among,

. Beholders rude; and fhallow to difcerne

Half what in thee is fair, one man except, :

Who feesthee? (and what is one ?) who fhouldft be

.A Goddefs among Gods, ador'd and ferxv'd  ( feen

By Angels numberlefs, thy daily Train. "
“So gloz'd the Tempter, and his Proem.tun'd; ~

Into.the Heart of Eve hiswords made way;

Thouglh at the voice much marveling ; atlength -

Not unamaz'd fhe thus in anfwer fpake.

‘What may thismean? Language of Man pronounc’t

By Tongue of Brute, and human fenfe expreft

The firft at left of thefe I thought deni d

To Beafts, whom God on thir Creation-Day

Created mute to all articulat found ,

The latter I demurre, for in thir looks

Much reafon, and in thir a&ions oft appeers.

Thee, Serpent, fuctleft beaft of allthe field .

I knew, but not with human voice endu'd;

Redouble then this miracle, and fay, '

How cam'ft thon fpeakable of mute, and how

To me {o friendly grown above the reft

Of brutal kind, that daily are in fighr?

Say,
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Say, for fuchwander claims attention due.
To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply'd.
Emprefs of this fair World, refplendent Eve,

- Eafie to mee it is totell thee all (obeyd :
What thou commandft, and right thou fhouldft be
I was at firft asother Beafts that graze '
The trodden Herb, of abjed thoughtsand low,

As was my. food, nor aught but food difcern’d
Or Sex, and apprehended nothing high :

Till on a day roaving the field, I chanc’d

A goodly Tree farr diftant to behold ,
Loaden with fruit of faireft colours mixt,
Ruddie and Gold : Incarer drew 40 gaze, _.
When from the boughes a favorie odour blow'n,
Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my fenfe
Then {mell of weetelt Fenel or the Teats -

Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn,
Unfucke of Lamb or Kid, that tend thir play.

" To fatisfie the (harp defire I had o

Of talting thofefair Apples, I refolvd -

Not to deferr ; hunger and thirft avonce;

Powerful perfwaders, quick'nd at the fcent

Of that alluring fruic, urg'd me fo keene,

About the moffie Trunk I wound me foon,

For high from ground the branches would require

Thy utmoft reach or 4dams : Round the Tree

All other Beafts that faw, with like defire

Longingand envying {tood, but could not reach, -

Amid the Tree now gor, where plenty hung

Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill” e

Ifpar'dnot, for fuch pleafure till that hour

ArFeed or Fountain never had I found. =~

Sated at length, ere long I might perceave

Strange alteration in me, o fe‘grcc v :

I 5 - of
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Of Reafonin my inward Powers, and Speech
Wanted nat long, though to this fhape retain’d.
Thenceforthto Speculations high or deep
1 turnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind
Conliderd all things vifible in Heav'n, ,
Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good ;
But ail that fair and good in thy Divine-
Semblance, and in thy Beautiesheav'nly Ray
United I beheld ;, no Fair to thine
- Equivalent ‘or fecond, which compel'd
Mec thus, though importune perhaps, to come
And gaze, and worfhip thee of right declar'd
Sovran of ‘Creatures, univerfal Dame.
Sotalk'd the fpirited fly Snake 3 and Eve
Yermore amaz'd unwarie thus reply’d.
Serpent, thy overpraifing leaves in doubt
The vertue of that Fruit, in thee firft prov'd :
Bur fay, where grows the Tree, from hence how far?
For many are the Trees of God that grow
In Paradife, and various, yet unknown
To us, in fuch aboundance lies our choice,
As leaves a greater ftore of Fruit untouchr,
Still hanging incorrnptible, till men
Grow up to thir provifion, and more hands
Help o disbarden Nature of her Bearth.
- To whom the wilie Adder, blithe and glad,
~ Emprefs, the way i readi¢, and not long,
Beyond a row of Myrtles,on a Flar,
Faft by aFountain, one fmall Thicket paft
of blow,i,njéMerh and Balme ; if thou accept
My condu®, I can bring_thee thither foon.
* Lead then;, faid Eve.. Hee leading fwiftly rowld.
In tangles,and made intricare feem ftrait, .
» To mifchief fwift. Hope elevates, and joy o
: - S Bright-ns
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_Bright'ns his Creft; as when a wandring Fire,

Compa& of un&uous vapor, which the Night

Condenfes, and the cold invironsround,

Kindl'd through agitation to a Flame,

Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spirit attends

Hovering and blazing with delufive Light,

Mifleads th' amaz'd L\%ght.wandcrer from his way
To Boggs and Mires, and oft through Pond or Poole,
There fwallow.d up and loft, from fuccour farr,

So glifter'd the dire Snake,and into’ fraud

. Led Ewve our credulous Mother, to the Tree

Of prohibition, root of all our woe ;
-Which when fhe faw, thus to her guide fhe fpake.
Serpent,we might have fpar’d our coming hither,
Fruiilefs to mee, though Fruit be here to excefs,
The credit of whofe vertue reft with thee,
Woudrous indeed, if caufe of fuch effe@s.
But of this Tree we may not tafte nor rouch 4
God fo commanded, and left that Command
Sole Daughter of his voice; the reft, we live
Law to our felves, our Reafon i3 our Law.
To whom the Tempter guitefully replid.
Indeed? hath God then faid that of the Fruit
Of all thefe Garden Trees ye. fhall not eate,
Yer Lords déclar’d of all in Earth or Aire?
To whom thus Ewve yet finlefs. Of the Fruit
Of each Treeinthe Gardenwe may eate,
Bur of the Fruit of this fair Tree amidft I
The Garden, God hath faid, Ye fliall not eate
Thereof, nor fhall ye touchit, leaft yedie, ( bold
She fcarfe had faid, though bricf, when naw more
The Tempter, but with fhew of Zealeand Love  :
To Man, and indignation ar his wrong, '
_New part pwts on, apd asto paffionmov'd, -
s T Fluttuats
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Flu&uats difturbd, yet comely and in a&
" Rais'd, as of fom great matter to begin.
As when of old fom Orator renound
In Athens ot free Rome, where Eloquence
‘Flourifhd, fince mute, to fom grear caufe addreft,
‘Stood in himfelf colle@ed, while each part,
Motion, each a& won audience ere the tongue,
Somtimes in highth began, as no dela ’ ;
- Of Preface brooking through his Zeal of Right.
So ftanding, moving, or to highth upgrown
The Tempter all impaffiond thus began.
O Sacred, Wife, and Wifdom-giving Plant,
Mother of Science, Now I feel thy Power
‘Within me cleere, not onely to difcerne
_ Things in thir Caufes, but to trace the wayes
Of higheft Agents, deemd however wife.

Queen'of this Univerfe, doe not believe
Thofe rigid threats of Death; ye (hall not Die
How fhould ye? by the Fruit? it gives you Life -
To Knowledge ? By the Threatner, look on mee,
Mee who have touch'd and tafted, yet both live, -
‘And life more perfet have attaind then Fate
Meant mee, by ventring higher then my Lot.
- Shall that be fhut to Man, which to the Beaft
Isopen? or will God incenfe his ire
- For fucha petty Trefpafs, and not praife

Rather your dauntlefs vertue, whom the pain
Of Death denounc’t, whatever thing Death be,
Deterrd not from atchieving what might leade
To happier life, knowledge of Good and Evil ;
"Of good,how juft ? of evil, if what isevil
Bereal, why not known, fince eafier fhunnd ?
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft ;-
Not juft, net God ; not feard then, nor.obeyd :

* Your
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Yourfeareit felf of Deachremovesthefeare. .
Why then was this forbid > Why but to awe,
‘Why but to keep ye low and ignorant,
His worthippers ; he knows that i the day
Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that feem fo cleere,
Yet are but dim, fhall perfetly be then
Op'nd and cleerd, and ye fhall be as Gods,
Knowing both Good and Evil as they know.
That ye thould be as Gods, fince I as Man,
Internal Man, is but proportion meet,
I of brute human, yee of human Gods.
So ye fhall die perhaps, by purting off
Human, to put on Gods,death to be wifht,
Though threat'nd,which no worfe then this can bring.
~ And what are Gods that Man may not become
As they, participating God-like food ? '
The Gods are firft, and that advantage ufe
On our belief, that all from them proceeds ;-
I quettion it, for chis fair Earth I fee,
Warm'd by the Sun, producing every kind,
Them nothing : If they all things, whoenclos'd
Knowledge of Good and Evil ia this Tree,
Thatwhofo eats thereof, forthwith attains
Wifdom without their leave? and wherein lies
Th’ offence, that Man fhould thus attain toknow? -
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree
Impart againft his will if all be his ?
Oris it envie, and can envie dwell
Inheav'nly brefts? thefe, thefe and many mote
Caufes import your need of this fair Frait.
Goddefs bumane, reach then, and frecly tafte.
Heended,and his words replete with guile
Into her hedrt too eafie entrance won :
Fixt on the Fruit fhe gaw'd, which co behold
I T Segae, WD Might
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Mighe tempt alone, and in her ears the found '
Yet rung of his perfiwalive words,impregn'd
With Reafon, to her feeming, and with Truth;
Mean while the hour of Noon drew on, and wak'd -
- An eager appetite, rais'd by the fmell

So favorie of ehat Fruit, which with defire,
Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte,

Sollicited her longing eye ; vyer firft \

Pauling a while, thus to her felf the misd.

Great are thy Vertues, doubtlefs, beft of Fruits, -

Though kept from Man, and worthy to be admir'd,
- Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at firft affay ‘

. Gave elocution.to the mute, and taughe
- The Tongue not made for Speech to {peak thy praife:

- Thy praife hee alfo who forbids thy ufe, :
Conceales not from us, naming thee the Tree -
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil;

- Forbids us then totafte, but his forbidding
Commends thee more, while it inferrs the good
By thee communicated, and our want : -

For good unknown, fure is not had, or had-
And yet unknown, is as not had at all.

In plain then, what forbids he but to know,

- Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife ?

.Such prohibitions binde not, But if Death
Bind us withafter-bands, what profits then
Our inward freedom ? Inthe day we eate
Of this fair Fruit, our doomn is, we fhall die.

How dies the Serpent ? hee hath ear'n and lives,

And knows, and fpeaks, and reafons, and difcerns,

Irrational till then. For us alone

Was death invented ? or to us deni'd

Thisintelle@ual food, for beafts referv'dp

For Beafts it feems : yer that one Beaft which firft
T ‘ ' o Hath
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Hath tafted, envies not, but brings with joy
The good befal'n him, Author unfufpe&,
Friendly to man, farr from deceit or guile.
‘Whatfear I then, racther what know to feare
Under this ignorance of good and Evil,
Of God or Death, of Law or Penaltie 2
Here grows the Cure of all, this Fruit Divine,
Fair to the Eye, inviting to the Tafte,
Of vertue to make wife : what hinders then
To reach, and feed at once both Bodie and Mind ?

So faying, her rafh hand in evil hour
Forthreaching to the Fruit, fhe pluck'd, fhe eat :
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat
Sighing through all her Works gave figns of woe,
That all was loft. Back to the Thicket {lunk
The guiltic Serpent, and well mighe, for Eve
Intent now whoily on her tafte, naught elfe
Regarded, fuch delight till then, as feemd,
In Fruit (he never tafted, whether true
Or fanfied fo, through expe@ation high
Of knowledg, nor was God-head from her thought.
Greedily fhe ingorg'd without reftraint,
And knew not eating Death: Satiate at length,
And hight’nd as with Wine, jocond and boon,
Thus to her felf fhe pleafingly began.

O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees -
In Paradife, of operation bleft
To Sapience, hitherto obfcur'd, infam'd,
And thy fair Fruit ler hang, as tono end
Created ; but henceforth my early care,
Not without Song, each Morning, and.due praife
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burdeneafe -
Of thy full branches offerd freeto ally;
Tiil dieted by thee T grow mature - '

In
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In knowledge, as the Gods who all things know;
- ‘Thonghothers envie what they cannot give ;
" For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe,
Beft guide; not following thee, I had remaind
Inignorance, thou op’nft Wifdoms way,
And giv’ft accefs, though fecret fhe retire.
~And I perhaps am fecret ; Heav'nis high,
High and remote to fee from thence diftin
Eachthing on Earth; and other care perhaps
May have diverred from continual watch
" Our great Forbidder, fafe with all his Spies
About him. Butto 44am in what fort oL
Shall Iappeer? fhall Ito him make known
As yet my change, and give him to partake .
Full happinefs with mee, or rather not,
Bur keep the odds of Knowledgein my power
‘Without Copartner ¢ fo to add what wants
In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love,
And render memore equal, and perbaps,
A thing not undefireable, fomtime
Superior ; for inferior who is free ?
This may be well : but what if God have feen, -
And Death eafuc? then I fhall be no more,
And A4dam wedded to another Eve,
Shall live with her enjoying, Iextin® ;
A death to think. Confirm’d then I refolve,
Adam (hall fhare with me in blifs or woe ;
Sodear Ilove him, that with him all deaths
I could endure, without him live no life.
So faying, from the Tree her ftep fhe turnd,
But firft low Reverencedon, asto the power
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infus'd
Into the plant fciential fap,desivd ~
' . . From
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From Ne&at, drink of Gods. .A4dam the while -

Waiting defirous her return, had wove

Of choiceft Flours a Garland to adorne
Her Trefles, and her rural labourscrown,
As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveft Queen,

~ Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and tew

Solace in her return, fo long delay’d;

Yet oft his heart, divine of fomthing ill,
Mifgave him; hee the faultring meafure felt
And forth to meet her went, the way fhe took
That Morn when firft they parted; by the Tree

- Of Knowledge he mult pafs, there he her met,!

Scarfe from the Tree returning ; in her hand
A boughof faireft fruit that §ownie fmil'd,
New gatherd, and ambrofial {mell diffus’d.

To him fhe bafted, in her face excufe

Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt,

* Which withbland words at will (he thus addreft. -

Haft thou not wonderd, 4dam, at my ftay ?
Thee I haye mifst, and thought it long, depriv'd
Thy prefence, agonie of lovetill now
Not felt, nor fhallbe twice, for never more.
Mean to trie, what rafh untri'd I fought,

- The pain of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange:

Hath bin the caufe, and wonderful to heare :

This Tree is not as we aretold, a Tree -
Of danger tafted, nor to evil unknown

Op’ning the way, but of Divine effe®

To openEyes, and make them Gods who tafte ;

" And hathbin tafted fuch: the Serpent wife,

Or not reftraind as wee, or not obeying,

Hath eat'n of thefruit, and is become, ,

Not dead, as we are threarn’d, but thenceforth

Endu'd with human voice and human fenfe,
- ' " " Reafoning
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Reafoning to admiration, and wich mee |
- Perfwafively hath fo prevaild, thac I
Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found
Th'’ effe@s to correfpond, opener mine Eyes,
Dimm erft, dilated Spirits, ampler Hearr,
And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee
Chiefly I fought, without thee can defpife.
For blifs, as thou haft part, to meé is blifs,
Tedious, unfhar'd with thee, and.odious foon,
Thou therefore alfo rafte, that equal Lot
May joyne us, equal Joy, as equal Love ;
Leaft thou not talting, differens degree
Disjoyne us, and I then too late renounce
Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permic.

Thus Eve with Countnance blithe her ftorie told
But in her Cheek diftemper fluthing glowd.
On th’ other fide; 4dam, foon as he heard
- The fatal Trefpafs don by Eve, amaz'd,
Aftonied ftood and Blank, while horror chill
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts relax’d ;
From bis flack hand the Garland wreath'd for Eve
Down drop’d, and all the faded Rofes fhed :
Speechlefs he ftood and pale, till thus at length
Firft vo himfelf he inward filence broke. ‘

O faireft of Creation, laft and beft
Of all Gods works, Creature in whom excell'd
.Whatever can to fight or thought be formd,

oly, divine, good, amiable, or fweet !
How art thou loft, howon a fuddenloft,
Defac't,deflourd, and now to Death devote ¢
Rather how hatft thou yeelded to tranfgrefs
The {ri& forbiddance, how to violate
The facred Fruit forbidd’'n ! fom curfed fraud
Of Enemie hathbeguil'd thee, yet gnknown, And

n
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And mee wich thee hath ruind, for with thec
Certain my refolution isto Di¢ ;

How can 1 live without thee, how" forgoe
Thy fweet Converfe and Love fo dearl y joyn'd,
~ To live again in thefe wilde Woods forlorn !
Should God create another Eve,and 1

Another Rib afford, yet lofsof thee

Would never from my hearr; no no, Ifeel -
The Link of Natire draw me » Flefh of Flefli,
Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy Srate
Mine never fhall be parted. blifs or woe. ‘

So having faid, as one from fad difmay

Recomforted. and after thoughts difturbd -
Submitting to what feemd remedilefs,
- Thus in calm mood his Words to Eve he turnd.

Bold deed thou haft prefum’d, adventrous Evey
"And peril great provok't, who thus hath dard
Had it been onely covering to Eye
That facred Fruir, {acred to abitinence,
Much more totafte it under banne totouch. -
Bur paft who can recall, or don undoe?
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate, yerfo
. Perbapsthou fhalt not Die, perhaps the Fa&d
Is not fo hainous now, forerafted Fruit,

Profan'd firft by the Serpent, by him firft

Made commeni ‘and unhallowd ere our tafte .
- Not yer onhim found deadly, he yet lives,
Lives, as thou faidft, and gaines to live as Man
© Higher degree of Ltfe inducement firong’
To us, as likely taﬁmg th attaing
Proportional afcent, which eannot be -
| But ro be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods,
Nor can1 think thar God, Creator wife,

Though thtcammg, will in w;{& {q deﬁroy ‘

Us :
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- Us hxs prime Creatures, dignifid fo high,

Set over al} his Works, which inour Fall,

For us created, needs with us muft: f;ule,
. Dependent made ; fo God fHall uncreate,

Be fruftrate, do, undo and labour loofe, .

Not well conceav'd of God, who though his Power
. Creation could repeate, yet, would be loath

“Us to abolifh, leaft the Adverfary
Triumph asd fay ; Fickle their State whom God
Moft Favors, who can pleafe him long ; Mee firft
He ruind, now Mankind ; whom will he next #
‘Matter of {corne, not tobe given the. Foe,
, However 1 with thee have fixt my Lot,
Cerrainto undergoe like doom, if Death
Confort with thee, Death isto mee as Life ;
So forcible within my heart 1 feel

- The'Bond of Nature draw me to my owne,

My owh in thee, for what thou art ismine ;

" Our State cannot be feverd, we are one,

One Fleth ;10 loofe thee were to loofe my felf.
So Adam, and thus Eve to him repli'd.
'O glorjous trial of exceeding Love,
Illuftrious evidence, example high |
Ingaging me to emulate, buc fhort
Of ohy pcrtc&non, how f(hall Iactaine,
- Adam, from whofe deare fideI boaft me fprung,
And gladly of our Union heare thee fpeak,
One Heart, one Soulinboth ; whereof good prooff
This day affords, declaring thee refolvd,

* Rather then Death or augh then Death more droad

Shall feparate us, linkt in Love fo deare,

To undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime,

If any be, of taftingthis_fair Fruit,

Whofe vertue, for of good ftill good proceeds,
Dire&,
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Dire&, or by eccafion hath prefenced .
This bappie trial of thy Love, which elfe

So eminently never had binkaown.
‘Were it I thought Death menac’s would cnﬁie
This my attempt, I would fufiain alone .
The worft, and not perfwade | thcc’mher dig.. -
Deferted, then oblige theé witha fad

; Pernicious to thy Peace; chiiefly aflur’ 4

Remarkably folace of thy fo true, R
So faitbful Love unequald ; but Ifeel '

 Farr otherwife th’ event, nos Death, butLife

Augmented, op'nd Eyes, new' Hopes, new}oyei,
Tafte fo Divine, that what of fweetbefore. .
Hath touchrany fenfe, flat feems to this, aud l’lat‘ﬂi "
On my experience, Adan, freely: wmhe, .. i
And fear of Death deliver ro;the Windes.. - ... .

So faying, he embrac’'d him, and for joy: .. .. ™ -
Tenderly wept,much won.that be his. hw: 0l

- Had foenobl'd, 1saf choica cadncorry - - - o

Divine difpdeafare for ber fike, or Dcatﬁ R

In recomipence ( for fuch coinpliancebad -

Such recompence bieft merirs ) frein the hongb
She gave hiniof that feir enticing Frai1 ) o
With liberal hand : ‘be {chupl'd nos tofat -~ .. oo
Againtt his better knowledge, nior. desey’ ds» e

Earth trembi'd: from her ensunils aiagand L
Inpangs, and Natuse gtmafeoon gooRRp L1 ik 3
Skie lowr’d ahd: mirrtering Thunder; ﬁmﬁddﬂpi
Wept at compleating of  she:thortal Siri - '
Origirial ; while Adam took oy :houghr;

;. Earing s 6ll, nox Eve-vo irerdte . on B

Het formey tfefpafs fear'dy :hemotbto fooths

: ﬁmi wnh her lov & &xiéud} that naw

Rz : -&
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Aswith new Wine intoxicated both ' K

Tliey fwim in mirth, and fanfie that chey feel -
Divinitie withinthem breeding wings -

' - Wherewith to fcorne the Earth: bug that falfc Frmt

Farr other operation firlt difplaid, -
Carnal defire enflaming, hee on Eve
" Beganto caft lafcivious' Eyes, fhe him
As wanronly fepard 4 in'Luft they burne :
Till .4damthus’ gan Eve to dalliance move,.
Eue,now T feethouatt exa® of tafte,.
And elegant; of Sapience.no {mall part,
Since to eachymeaning! favour me apply,
And Palatecall judicious ; I the praife
Yeild ehets fo Well this day thou haft parvey'd.
Much pleafure we have:lol},swhile we abftain'd:
From this delightful Fruit, nor known till now
"~ True rchfhy;a(hng 5 if fuch pleafure be .
In things vews forbidden, it might be with'd,
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten.
But come,.forwell refrefi’t, now let us: piay, 2
As mee: is, dfter fuch delicions Fare ;
For neverdid thy Beautiefince the day
1 faw thee firft and wedded thes, adorn'd -
With all perfedions; fo'enflame my fenfe
- With ardor waenjoy thee; fairer nbw - 3
Then ever, bopntie of this vertuous Tree, ©
" Sofaid Treis gad forbore nor:glance.or roy X
Of amorous*lnneﬂt ~wellundexftood .= 5 -
OF £, wihofe Eye dariédgontagious Bm, AR
Her band he feis'd, andxtos fhadie ban' S
Thick overhgad wnh verdam: roof imbown o
He led her nothing loath ;. Flours were. tthOﬂCb
Panlies, and” Violets, and_ A(Sﬂhﬂdcl\
And Hyacmtb Earths ﬁ'tﬂ:e fofeftlap. - Th
ere
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There they thir fill of Love and Lovesdifport

" Took largely, of thir murual guile the Seale, -

The folace of thir fin, till dewie fleep

Opprefs'd them, wearied with thir amorous play.
Soon‘as the force of that fallacious Fruit,

That with exhilerating vapour bland Y
Abont thir fpirits had plaid, and inmoft powers
Made erre, was now exhal’d, and groffer {leep

Bred of unkindly fumes, with confcious dreams
Encumberd, now had left them, gp they rofe

"~ As from unreft, and each the other viewing,
‘Soon fourd thir Eyes how op'nd, and thir minds

How dark’nd ; innocerce, that as a veile
Had fhadow'd them from knowing ill, was gon,

- Jukt confidence, and native rightéoufnefs

And honour from about them, naked left

To guiltie fhame hee cover'd, bur his Robe
Uncover'd more, fo rofethe Danite firong
Herculean Samfon fromthe Harlot-lap ~

Of Philiftean Dalilah, and wak’d :
Shorn of. his ftrength, They deftitute and bare
Of all thirvertue: filent,andin face . L

- Confounded long they fate, as ftruck’n mute,

|

Till Adam, though not lefs then Eve abafh't ,

At length gave utterance to thefe words conftraind.
O Euve, in evil hour thou didft give eare - -

Tothat falfe Worm, of whomfoever taught

To counterfet Mans voice, true in our Fall,

Falfe inour promisd Rifing ; fince our Eyes

Op'nd we find indeed, and findwe know

Both Good and Evil, Good doft, and Evil got,

Bad Fruit of Knowledge, if .this beto know,

Whiéh leaves us.naked thus; of - Honour void,

Of Innocence, of Faith,:of Puritie, ' ' ‘
- 2 e R ; Our




Ouwr wonted Ornaments sow foild and ftaind, -
- And in our Facgs evident the ﬁgnes’ ' .
~Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil ftore;
Even fhame, the laft of evils; of the firft
- Befurechen. How fhallI behold the face
Henceforth of God or Angel, earft with joy .
And rapture o oft beheld? thofe heav'nly fhapes
_‘Will dazle now this earthly, with thir blaze
Infuﬁ'mbt?z brighr, QO might I here
Infolitudelive favage, in fome glade
- Obfcur'd, where higheft Woods impenetrable
“To Starr or Sun-light, fpread thir umbrage broad
" And brownas Evening : Cover me ye Pincs,
Ye Cedars, with innumerable baughs
Hide me, where I may never fee themmore. .
But let us now, as inbad plight, devife
What beft may from the prefent ferve to hide
The Parts of each for other, that feem moft
To fhame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feen,
- Some Tree whofe broad fmoothLeaves together fowd,
And girded on.our loyns, may cover round '
- .Thofe middle parts, that this new commer, Shame,
There fic not; and reproach us as unclean, ’
So counfel'd hee, and both together went
Inte the thickeft Wood, there foon they.chofe
~The Figtree, not that kind for Fruit renown'd,
But {uch as at this dayto Indiags known
In Malabar or Degan Ipreds her Armes Y
Braunching fo broad and long, that in the ground
The bended Twigs take root, and Daughters grow
‘About the- Mother Tree, a Pillard fhade :
High overarch't, and echoiog Walks between ;
There oft. the Indian Hcrdéban fhumming heate ®
Sbelcers in coole, apd tendshis pafiaring Herds

Pl S
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(At Loopholes cur through thickeft fhade : Thofe
. They gatherd, broad as Anazonian Targe, (Leaves
-And with what skill they hat, together fowd,
To gird thir walte, vain Covering if to-hide . -
" Thir guilt and dreaded (hame ; O how unlike, .
To that firft naked Glorie. Such of late =
. Columbus found th _Awmerican fo girt” ,
With featherd Cincure, naked clfeand wilde
Among the Treeson Iles and woodie Shores.
Thus fenc’t, and as they thought, thir fhame in part
Coverd, but not at reft or eafe of Mind, _
They fate them down ro weep, nor oncly Teares
Raind at thir Eyes, bur high Winds worfe within
Began to rife, high Paffions, Anger, Hate,
Mifteuft, Sufpicion, Difcord . and fhook fore
Thirinward State of Mind, calm Region once
~ And full of Peace, now roft and turbulent :
For Underftanding rul’d nos, and the Will
Heard not her lore, both in fubjection now -
To fenfual Appetite, who from beneache
Ufurping over fovran Reafon claimd .-
Superior {way : from thas diftemperd breft,
Adam, eftrang'd in look and alterd file,
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewd. .
* - Would thou hadft heark nd to my words, and ftai'd
. Withme, as1 befought thee, wheni that ftrange
Defire of wandring this anhappie Morn, \
1 know not whence. poffefsd thee ; we had then
Remaind ftill happie, not as now, defpoild
Of all our good, fham'd, naked, miferable, -
Let none hencefarth feek. needlefs caufe to approve
The Faith tjjey owe ; when earneftly they feek ~
Such proof, conclude, they then be in to faile.
‘Towhom faon mov'd with rouch of blame thus Eve.

LR - R4 What
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- What words have paft thy Lips, Adam fevere,
Jmput'ft thouthat to my default, or will .
Of wandring, as thou call't it, which who knows
But might as ill have happ'nd thou being by,

.. Ortothy felf perhaps: hadf thou been there,

‘Or here th’ attempt, thou couldft not have difcernd

Fraud in the Serpepr, {peaking as he fpake;

No ground of enmitie between us known,

Why hee fhould mean me ill, or feek to harme,

Was I to have never parted from thy fide ?

As good have grown there ftill alivelefs Rib,

- Being asI am, why didft not thou the Head

Command me abfolutely not to go,

Going into fuch danger as thou faidft ?

. Toofacil then thoudidft not much gainfay,
Nay didft permit, approve, and fair difmifs.
Hadft thou bin firm and fixt inthy diffenc,
Neither had I tranfgrefs'd, nor thou with mee,
~ To whom then firft incenft Adamrepli'd,

Is this the Love, is this the recompence
Of mineto thed, ingrateful Eve, expreft
Immutable when thou wert loft, not I,
Who might have liv’d and joyd immortal blifs,
Yet willingly chofe rather Death with thee :
"And.am1 now upbraided, as the caufe !
Of thy tranfgreffing ? not enough fevere,
It feems, in thy reftraint: whatcould I move?
Iwarn'd thee, { admonifh’d thee, foretold
Thedanger, and the lurking Enemie
That lay-in wait; beyond thishad bin force,
And force upon free will hath here no place.
But confidence then bore thee on, fecurg
Either to meetno danger, or to finde
‘Master of glorious trialy and perhaps

N4
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1 alfo err'd in overmuch admiring
‘What feemd inthee fo perfer, that I thought
No evil darft actempt thee, but I rue
That errour now, which is bccomc my crime,
Andthou th’ accufer. Thus it fhall befall
Him who to worth in Women overtrufting
. Lets ber will rule ; reftraint fhe will not brooky
And lefi to her felf, if evil thence enfue,
Shee firft his weak: mdulgcnce will accule.

Thus they in-mutual accufation fpent
The fruitlefs hours, but nejther felf-condemning, -
And of thir vain conteft appeer ‘d no end,

Tbe End of the Ninth Book.

o Parad‘ilé»,



aradife Loft.

%

N

BOOK X.

P e

- THE ARGUMENT.

Mans tranfgreffion known, the Guardian Angels for-
[ake Paradife, and return upto Heaven to approve
thir vigilance, and are approv'd, God declaring thas
The entrance of Savan conld not be by them prevented.
He fendshis Son to judge the Tran[gre(fors, who de-
feends and gives Sentence .accordingly 5 then in pit
cloaths them both, and reafcends.. Sin and Deat
[fitsing sill then at the Gates of Hell, by wondrous [ym-
pathie feeling the [uccefs of Satan in this new World,
. andthe inby Man there commsitted, refolve to fit no
“longer confin'd in Hell, bt to follow Satam thir Sire
uptotheplace of Man : Tomake the way eaficr from
- ‘Hellto this World to and fro,they p ave abroad High-
way or Bridge over Chaos, according tothe Track.
that Satan firft made; then preparing for Earth,
they mees bim proud of his [uccefs veturningto Hell;
_ thir mutual gratulasion. Satan arrives at Pandemo-
... Bjum, in full of affembly relases with boafting bis

."mcef:
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 fuccefs againf Man , inflead of applanfe is enter-
{;ine{l with a generulbifsby all ‘his andience, trans-

~ form'd with himfelf alfo fuddenly into Serpents, ac-

cording to his doom giv'n in Paradife  then deluded

with a (hew of the forbidden Tree fpringing up before
them, t-g’ey greedily reaching to takgvgf.rlac Fg;‘uiﬁ, c{nw
duft and bister) afbes.  The proceedingsof Sin and
- Death 5 Godforerels the final Victory of bis Son ever
" them, and the renewing of all things ; but for - the
prefent commands bis Angels to makg feveral alterari-
onsintbe Heavens and Elements. Adam more and
* maore perceiving his [all'n condition beauily bewailes,
" rejelts the condolement of Eve s [he perfifts and as
- length appeafes bim : then to evads the wrfelikely to
fallon thir Ofspring, propofes to Adam violent wayes
which be approves not, but concesving bester hepe, puts
ber in mind of the late Promife made them , that her
. Seed [howld be reveng'd on the Serpent, and exhores
ber with bim to feek Peace of the offended Drisy; by

‘repentance and [uvplicasion.

5 Eanwhile the hainous and defpightfall a&
| , Of Satan done in Paradife, and how -
]

o

Hee in the Serpent, had perverted Eve,
_ “Her Husband fhee, to tafte the fatall frait,
* 'Wasknown in Heav’n § for what can fcape the Eye
Of God All-feeing, or deceave his Heart '
Omnifcient, who in all things wife and juft,
' Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the misde -
Of Man, with ftrength entire aad free willarm'd, -
. Complete to have difcover'd and repulft '
. Whatever wiles of Foe or feeming Friend.
| Forftill they knew, and oughtto have ftill remember"
! The high Injuntion not to safte that Fruic, wWh
. B N £ o, i . A . o‘

]
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Whoever tempted ; which rhey not ebeying, -
Incurr'd, what could they lefs, the penaltie,
And manifold in fin, deferv'd tofall. ,
‘Up into Heav’'n from Paradife in hafte
Th’ Angelic Guards afcended, muteand fad
For Man, for of hisftate by this they knew,
Much wondring how the futtle Fiend had ftoln
Entrance unfeen. Seon asth’ unwelcome news
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, difpleas'd
All were who heard, dim fadnefs did not fpare
‘That time Celeftial vifages, yet mixe
‘With pitie, violated not thir blifs.
About the new-arrivid, in multitudes
Th’ ethereal People ran, to hear and know
Howall befell : they towards the Throne Supream
Accountable made hafte to make appear
With righteous plea, thir urmoft vigilance,
And eafily approv'd ; when the moft High
Eternal Father from his fecret Cloud,
Amidftin Thunder utter'd thus his voice.
~ Affembl'd Angels, and ye Powers return’'d
From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmaid, - ‘
Nor troubl'd ac thefe tidingsfrom the Earth,
Which your fincereft care could not prevent,
Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs,
When firft this Tempter crofs’d the Gulf from Hell.
Itold ye then he fhould prevail and fpeed
On his bad Errand, Man fhould befeduc't
And flatter’d out of all, believing lies
Againft hisMaker 5 no Decree of mine
Concurring to neceffitate his Fall, .
Or touch with lighteft moment of impulfe
Hisfree Will, to her owhiinclining lefc -
Inecevn fcale. Butfallnheis, andnow = .~
e ' o T What -
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"What refts but that the mortal Sentence pafs
On his tranfgreffion. Death denounc’t that day,
Which he prefumes already vain and void,
Becaufe not yet inflicted, as he fear'd,
By fome immediate ftroak; but foon fhall find
Forbearance no acquitrance ere dayend. .
Juftice fhall not returnas bountie fcorn'd.

+ - But whom fend Ito judge them ? whom but thee

' Vicegerent Son, to thee I have transferr’'d 2
All Tudgement whether in Heav’n, or Earth, or Hell,
Eafie it might be feen that Tintend :
Mercie collegue with Juftice. fending chee
Mans Friend, bis Mediator, his defign'd
Both Ranfom and Redeemer voluntarie, -
And deftin'd Man bimfelf to judge Man fall’n.

Sofpake the Father, and unfoulding brighe
Towardthe right hand his Glorie, on the Son’
Blazd forth unclouded Deitie ; hefull ‘
Refplendent all his Father manifeft =~
Exprefs'd, and thus divinely anfwer’d milde.
Father Eternal, thine is to decree,

Mine both in Heay'n and Earth to do thy will
Supream, that thou in mee thy Son belov'd
May t ever relt well pleas'd. I go to judge
On Egrth thefe thy tranfgreffors, but thou knowit,
Whoever judg'd, the worft onmee muft lighe,
When time fhall be, for fo T undertook :

‘Before thee ;-and not repenting, this obtaine
Of right, that T may mitigate thir doom-

~ Onmederiv'd. yet I (hall temper fo,

Juttice with Mercie, as my illuftrace moft
Them fully fatisfied, and thee appeafe. -~ °
Attendance none fhall need, nor Train, where none
Arcto behold the Judgment, but the judg'd, bof'

: T o  Thofe
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- Thofetwo ;. the third beft abfent is condemn’'d,; -
Convi by flight, and Rebeltoall Law
Conviion to the Serpent none belongs. ~

Thus faying, from his radiant Sear berofe =~
‘Of high collateral glorie : ‘him Thronesand Powers,

Princedoms, and Dominations miniftrant
Accompanied to Heaven Gare, from wherice -

Eden and all the Coaft in profpe& lay. ,
Down he defcended ftrait ; the fpeed of Gods

~ ‘Time counts not, though with fwifteft minutes wing'd -
Now was the Sun in Weftern cadence low

‘From Noan, and gentle Aires due-at thir hour .

To fan the Earth now wak'd, and uther in
The Eevning coole when h¢ frem wrauth more coole
Came the mild Judge and Interceffor both .~ -

‘To fentence Man : thevoice of God they beard -
Now walking in the Gardep, by foft windes .
Brought to thir Ears, whileday declin'd, they Leard,

. And frofit his prefence hid themfelyes among
The thickeft Trees, both Man and Wife, till God

- Approaching, thus to 4dam call'd aloud.

. Whereart thoa .4dam, wont with joy to mees
My coming feen far off? I mifs thee here,
Not pleas'd, thus entertaind with folitude, :

. Where obvious duti¢ erewhile appear'd unfaught »

Qr come I lefs confpicuous, or what change .

Abfents thiee, of what chancé derains ? Come fosrh.:

~ He came, and wich hiat Bve, mare loth, thoughfix{t

To offend, difconnt'nanc’t both, and difcompor'd 3

Love was not in thir looks, cigher toGod . .

Or to cach agher, bur apparen: guilr,

And fhame, and perturbation, and defpaire; -

Anger, apd obflinacic, and hate, and guile. =~ -

Whence Adanfaultring long, thits anfwer'd brjef:

. Theard thiec inthe Garden, and of thiy voice  Af

——
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‘Butftill rejoyc’t, how is it now become
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Affraid, being naked, hid my felf. “To whori
The gracious Judge without revile repli'd,
My voice thou oft haft heard, and hait not fear'd, -

A

So dreadful to thee? thar thou art naked, who
‘Hath told thee? haft thoueaten of the Tree -

' Whereof I gave thee charge thouhouldft not eat?

To whom thus 4dam fore befet repli'd.

" OHeav'n! in evil ftrait thisday I ftand

Before my Judge, either to undergoe . -
My felf the total Crime, or to accufe

*My other felf, the partner of my life;
Whofe failing, while her Faith to me remaines,
I thould conceal; and not expofe to blame
By my complatmt 3 but ftri¢t neceffitie S
Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint
Leaft on my head both fin and punifhment,
However infupportable, beall -~ . '
Devolv'd; though fhould I hold my peace, yet thow
Wouldft eafily dete® what ¥ conceale. S
This Woman whom thou mad’ft to be my help,
And gav'ft me as thy perfet gift, fo good,
So fit, fo acceptable; fo Divine, =~
Thar from her hand T could fufpe@ no ill, .
And what fhe did, whatever in it felf,
Her doing feem’d to juftifie thedeed ;
Shee gave me of the Tree, and Idid eate. .

To whom thefovran Prefence thus replid.

Was fhee thy God, that her thou didft obey
Before his voice, or was fhee made thy guide,
Superior, otbut equal, thattoher =~ = -
Thou did 't refigne thy Manhood , and the Place:
Wherein God fet thee:above her made of thee,
And for thee, whefe perfeQion farrexeclfd

!
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- Hersinallreal dignitie: Adornd - ., ,
- Shee wasindeed, and lovely toattra@ .
Thy Love, not thy Subjetion, and her Gifts . -
Were fuch as under Government well feem'd,
"Unfeemly tobeare rule, which wasthy part
And perfon, had’ft thou known thy felf aright.
So having faid, he thus to Eve infew :
Say Woman, what is this which thou haft dene ?
Towhom fad Eve with thame nigh overwhelm'd,
Confefling foon, yet not before her Judge
Bold or loquacious, thus abafht repli‘d. T
" . The Serpent me beguil’d and I did eate. . .
Which when the Lord God heard, wichout delay
To Judgement he proceeded onth’ accus'd <
Serpent though brute, unable to ctransferre
The Guilton him who made him inftrument
Of mifchief, and polluted from the end
Of bis Creation ; juftly then accurft,
As vitiated in Nature : more to kpow S
Concern'd not Man (fince' he no further knew ) *
Nor alter’d his offence ; yet God at laft
To Satan firftin fin hisdoom. apply’d, .
Though in myfterious terms, judg'd asthen beft :
And on the Serpent-thus his curfe let fall. :
Becaufe thou haft done this, thouart accurlt
Above all Cautle, each Beaftof the Field ;
Upon thy Belly groveling chon fhalr goe,
And.duft fhalc ear all the dayes of thy Life.
Between Theeand thé¢ Woman I will pur
Enmitie, and between thine and her Seed ; -
‘Her Seed fhall brufe thy head, thou bruife his heel,
So fpake this Oracle, then verifi'd ‘
When fefus fonof. Aary feccond Eve, ,
Saw Satan fall like Lightning down from Heav'n,
: . Princg
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Prince of -the Airé ; thén rifing from his Grave

.. Spoild Principalities and Powers, trinmphe

In open fhew, and with afcention bright

Captivity led captive through the Aire,

‘The Realm it felf of Satanlong ufurpe, - .

‘Whom he fhall ttead at laft undeér our fedt ;

Eevn hee who now foretold his fatal bruife,

And tothe Woman thus his Sentence tura'd.

Thy forrow I will greatly multiplie - .. ©
By thy Conception; Children thou fhaltbring -

In forrow forth, and to thy Husbands will
Thine fhall fubmit; hee over thee {hall rule..

On Adam laft thus. judgement he pronounc’d.
Becaufe thou haft heark'nd to the voice of thy Wife, -
And caten of the Tree concerning which .
Icharg'd thee, faying : Thou fhalt not eate thereof;
Curs'dis the ground for thy fake, thouin forrow
Shalt eate thereof all the days of thy Life; -
Thorns alfoand Thiftles it fhall bring thee forth
Unbid, and thou fhalceate th’ Herb of th’ Field,

In the fweat of thy Face fhalt thou eat Bread, - . ..
Till thou return unto the ground, for thon .
Qut of the ground waft taken, know thy Birth, . -
For duft thou art, and fhalc to duft returne. . :
- So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour fent;
‘And th’ inftant firoke of Death denoync't tharday..
Remov'd fart off; then pittying how they ftood
Before him nakedto the aire,thatnow = -
Mutt fuffer change, difdain’d not to begin
Thenceforth the form of. fervane to affume, -
As when he wafh’d his fervants feet fo-now
- AsFather of his Famlie he clad .
| Thir,nakednefé with Skins of . Beafts, or flain,
Or as the Snake with youthful Coate repgid; hind
o - 8. A ng
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And thought not mucl to cloath. bis Enemies ¢
Nor hee thir outward eoely with the Skins

Of Beafts,but inward nakednefs, thuchmore
Opprobrious, with his Robe of righteonfnefs, K

“Araying cover'd fram his Fathers fight.

To him with fwify afcent be up rekucnd,

Into his blifsful bofom.réaffom'd ’
Inglory asof old,to him.appeasd -

All, though all-knowing, what had paft-with Man _
Recounted; mixinginterceffion fweet, = ' -

* Meanwbile ére thus was fin'd and judg’d on Earth,

Within the Gates of -Heil fate $in'and Death,
In counterview within the-Gatés, that now
Stood open wide, belehing-outrageous flame .
Farr into Chaos, (inee the Fiend pafs’d chrough,,.
Sin‘opening, who thus ‘now to Desthrbegsn.
O Son, why fit we bere each other viewing
Idlely, while Satan our great Authar thrives
In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides
For us bis ofspring deare ? Ircannotbe
But that fuccefs attends him ; if mifhap, -
Ere this he had return’d, with fory deiv's -

By his, Awefigers,fince no place like this. -

Can fit bis puvilhment, ox.their tevenge.
Methinks I feel new ftrength withinshe rife,
Wingsgrowihg, and Dominion giv’n me large.
Beyond.this Deep ; whatever drawes:me on,:

- Or fympathie, or fom connatural forve- - . . -

Powerful ar greateft ditance wounire .- .: -,

‘With fecrer amity things of like kinde:. ..
By fecrezeft conveysnce. Thou my Shade

Infeparable muft with meealong: . : -
For Death from Sinrno. pawer canfeparate, =

But leaft the diff ca'tie of paffing back o
<. . $:ay
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Stay his retarn. perhaps over thxs Gulfe
Impaffable, Impervious, let us-try R
Adventrous work, yetto thy power and mme ,
Not unagreeablc, to foundapath Q.
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World
Where Satan now prevailes, 2 Monument
- Of merit high to allth’ infernal Hoft, -
Eafing thir paﬁage hence, for mxercourfc,
Or tranfmigration, as thir lot fhall lead.
Nor can I mifs the way, fo ﬁrongly dsawn
By this new felt actra®ionand inflin®. . . -
Whom thus the meager Shadow anfwerd foou. ,
Goe whither Fate and inclination ftrong . Lo
Leads thee, T (hall not lag behinde, nor erre :
The way,thou leading, fuch a fet I draw
of carnage, prey innumérable, and tafte. . .
The favour of Death from all things.there tbat hve {.
Nor fhall I to the work thou engerprifeft . -
Be wanting, but afford thee equalaid,
So faying, with delight he fnuff'd the fmell
()f mortal change on Earth. - As. whena flock
Of ravenous Fowl, though many a League rcm&t&,
Againft theday of Battel, to a Field,
Where Armies lie encampz, come ﬂymg, lurd.
With fent of living Carcafles dcﬁgn d:
For death, the followmgday, in bloodie ﬁgbt. -
So fented the grim Feature,and uptwrn'd =~~~ . !
His Noftril wide into the murkie Air,. :
Sagacious of his Quarry from fo farr, - :
Then Both fromout Hell Gates into the walte - -
Wide Anarchie of ‘Chaos dampand dark . ;. :T
Flew divers, and with Power ( thir Power was great)
Hovering upon 1he Waters ;- - what they met .
Sohd' or flimie, as in ragmg Sse,a T

Tok
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 'Toft up and down, tofether crowded drove o
From each fide (hoaling rowards the mouth of Hell,
-As when two Polar Winds blowing adverfe
Uponthe Cronian Sea;together drive

Mountains of Ice, thatftop th' imagin'd way

Beyond Petfora Eaftward, to the rich

Cathaian Coaft. - The aggregited Soyle:

Death with his’ Mace petrific, cold and dry,

As with a Trident fmote, and fix’tas irm

As Delos floating onee ; the reft his look

Bound with Gorgonian xiger not ta move,

Andwith _Afphaltic flime 5 broad as the Gate,

Deep to the Roots of Hell the gather'd beach

They faften'd,-and the Mole immenfe wraught on
Over the foaming deep high Archt;a Bridge

Of length prodigious joyning to the Wal
Imimhovable of this now fencelefs world

Forfeit to Death; from hence a paffage broad,
Smdoth, eafie, inoffenfive down to Hell.

So, if great things ro-findll miy be compar'd,

Xerxes, the Libertie of Greece to yoke,

From Sufa his Memnonian Palace high

Cametothe Sea, and over Hellefponz

Bridging hisway, Exrope with Afia joyn'd, ‘
And fcourg'd with-many a ftroak th’ indignant waves,
Now had they brought the work by wondrous Art
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent Rock ,

Over the vext Abyfs, following the track

Of Satan, tothe {elf fame place wherehee

Firft lighted fromhis. Wing, and landed fafe ,
From out of Chiosto-the out fidébare :

Of this round Workd: with Pinns of Adamant -
And Chains they made all faft, too faft they made
And durable ; and now inlittle fpace -

: : The

0
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The confines met of Empyrean Heav'n S
- And of this World, and onthe left handHell - .= °
Withlong reachinterpos'd ; three fev'ral wayes . .
In fight, to each of thefe three placesled. - -
And now thir way to Earth they had defcrid,
To Paradife firft tending, when behold ;
Satan in likenefs of an Angel bright T3
Betwixt the Centaure and the Scorpion ftearing .-
His Zenith, while the Sun in._4ries rofe : Ly
Difguis'd he came, but thofe his Children dear -
Thir Parent foon difcern'd, though in difguife, * =
Hee after Eve feduc’t,unminded flunk ¥
Into the Wood faft by, and changing fhape - -
To obferve the fequel, faw his guileful a& -
By Eve, thoughall unwéeting, feconded
Upon her Husband, faw thir fhame that fought
" Vaincovertures ; but when he faw defcend
The Sonof Godto judge them terrifid
Hee fled, not hoping to efcape, but fhun
The prefent, fearing guiltie what his wrauth
Might fuddenly inflict; that paft, return’d -
By Night, and liftening where the haplefs Paire
Sateinthir {ad difcourfe, and various'plaint,
Thence gatherd hisown doom, which underftood
Not inftant, but of futuretime. Withjoy
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return'd,
Andat the brink of Chass,neer the foot
Of this new wondrous Pontifice, unhop’t
Metwho to meet him came, his Ofspring dear,
Greart joy was at thir meeting, and at fighe
Of that ftupendious Bridge his joy encreas'd. .
'Long hee admiring ftood, till Sin, his faire = <4
Inchanting Daughter, thus the filence brokes
Q Parent, thefe are thy magnific deeds,
‘ . S.3 " Ihy
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Tby Trophies, which theuview’ ft as not thine own, p
'Thou art thir Authorand prime Archite® :
" For I no foonerin my Heart divin'd, - »
My Heart, which by aifecret harmonie- -5
Still mqves withi shine, joind in connexion fwect '
That thou on Earthrhadft profper'd, which thy luqkk
“Now alfo-evidence, but Araight I felt. :
Though diftdnt from: thee Worlds- betwecn, ytt*fclt
“That I muft after thet with this¢hy Sony ., ¥+
Such fatal confb¢juence unites us dhree:
Hell conld no donger hold us in her bounds,’
Nor this unvoyageable Gulf obfeire -

Derain from following thy illuftrious track, -
Thou haft atchiev'd our liberrie, confin'd -
. ‘Within Hell Gatestill now, thou us impow' rd

To forrifie thas favr, and overlay -
‘With this portentous Bridge the dark 2 Abyfs.
Thine now is all.this World, thy vertue hach won
‘What thy hands builded not,thy Wifdom gain'd
. 'With odds what Warr hath 1oft, and. fully aveng'd

Our foile in Heav'n; here thou thalt Monarch reign,
There didft not , there let bim ftili Vidor fway, -
As Battel hath ad judg'd, from this new World
- Retiring, by his own doom alienated,

And henceforth Monarchie with thee divide
" Of all things parted by th' Empyreal bounds,

His Quadrature, from thy Orbicular World,

Or trie thee now more dang'rous to his Throne.

Whonmi thus the Prince of Darknefs anfwerd glad,

Fair Daughter, and thon Son and Grandchild both,
Highproof ye now have giv'a to be the Race
Of Satan (for1 glorieinthename,
.Antagomﬁ of Heav ns Almnghne King )

£y

Amply
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* Amply have merited of me,of all .
Th’ infernal Empire, that fo neer Heav'ns dore -
Triumphal withtriumphal a& have mer, o
‘Mine with this glorious Work, and madeone Realm
Helland this World, one Realm, one Continent
-Of eafie thorough-fare. Therefore whilel ~ -
Defcend through Darknefs, on your Rode witheafe
To my affociate Powers, them to acquaint o
With thefe fuccefles, and with them rejoyce,
You two thisway, among thefe numerous Orbs
All yours, right down to Paradife defcend;
There dwell and Reign in blifs, thence onthe Earth
Dominion exercife and in the Aire,
Chiefly on Man, fole Lord of ail declar’d,
Him firft make fare your thrall, and lattly kill,
My Subftitutes I fend ye, and Create '
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchlefs might
Iffuing from mee : onyour joynt vigor now
My hold of this new Kingdom all depends,
Through Sinto Death expos'd by my exploit,
If your joynt power prevailes;th’ affaires of Hell
No detriment need feare, goe and be ftrong.
So faying he difmifs'd them, they with fpeed
Thir courfe through thickeft Conftellations held
Spreading thir bane ; theblafted Starrs lookt wan,
And Planets, Planet-ftrook, real Eclips
Then fufferd. Th’ other way Satan went down
The Caufey to Hell Gate ; enecither fide
* Difparted Chaos over built exclaimi,
'And with rebounding furge the barrs aflsild,
Thar fcorn'd his indignation: through the Gate,
Wide open and unguarded, Saran pals'd,
And all about found defolate; for thofe
Appointed to fit there, had lefc thir charge, :
. S 4 . Flown



204 pavadfeLoff.  Book X,

- Flown to the upper World; the reft were all
Farr ta theinland retir'd; about the walls .
Of Pandamoninm, Citic and proud feate
©OFf Lucifer, {o by allufion. calld,. S
Of that bright Starr to Saran paragond.
iThere kept thir Watch the Legions, while the Grand
In Council fate, follicitous what chance . w e
Might intercept thir Emperour fent;fo hee
Departing gave command, and they obfcrvft_i.
As when the Tartar from his Ruffian Foe .
By Aftracanover the Snowie Plaines -
Retires, or Battrian Sophi from the hornes
Of Turkifh Crefcent, leaves all wafte beyond
- The Realm of _dladule, in-his retreate. A
To Taprisor Casheen. So thefe the Jate.
- Heav'n-banifht Hoft, left defert utmoft Hell - .
‘Many adark League, reduc’tin careful Watch
- Round thir Metropolis, and now expecting -

-~ Each hour their great adventurer from.the fearch

Of TFortein Worlds : he throughthe midft unmarkt,
In fhew Plebeian Angel militane, N

- Of loweft order, palt ; and from the dore -

Of that Plutenian Hall, invilfible ..

Afcended his bigh Throne, which under flate

Of richeft texture fpred, ar b’ upperend. .

Was plac'tin regal luftre.  Down a while

He fate, and rouad about him faw unfeen ;

Atlalt as froma Cloud hisfulgent head |

And fhape Starr bright appeer'd, or bri heer, clad

With what permiffive glory fince his faﬁ el

Was left him, or falfe gliter : Alamaz'd .

At that fo fudden blaze the:Stygian throng

Bent thir afpe®, and whom they wifh'd beheld,

Jhir mighty Chief returnd ¢ loud was th’ acclaime ;
SRR \ Y fdrtb
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Eoﬁﬁ rufh’d in hafte :hé great confulting Peers,

‘Rais’d from thir Dark Diwan,and with like joy

Congratulant approack’d himr, who with hand
Silence, and with thefe words attention won.
" Threnes, Dominations,Princedoms, Vertues, Powers]
For in poffeffion fuch, notonely of right, -~
Tcall yeand declare ye now, returnd - -
Succefsfulbeyond hope, to lead ye forth
Triumphant out of thisinfernal Pic
Abominable, accurft, the houfe of woe,
And Dungeon of our Tytant : ‘Now poffefs,
As Lords,afpacious World, to our native Heaven
Littleinferiour, by my adventute hard R
With peril greatatchievd. Long were to tell
What I have don, what fufferd, with what paing
Voyag'd th*unreal, vaft, unbounded deep . -
Of horrible confulion, over which .
‘By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav’d
To expedite your glorious marchy but I.
Toild out my uncouth paffage, forc't to ride

glc Abyfle, plung'd in the womb
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wilde, -
That jealous of thir fecrefs fiercely.oppos'd
My journey ftrange, with clamorous uproare
Protefting Fate fupreame ; thence how I found
The new created World, which fame in Heav'n
Long had foretold, . a Fabrick wonderful - ..
Of abfolute perfe®ion, therein Man . .
Plac’t in a Paradife, by. our exile . .
Made happie: Him by fraud I havefeduc'd
From his Creator, and the more to inéreafe
Your wonder, withan Apple; he thereat -
Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up
Bothhisbeloved Man and all his World, .. . .
YLk : S o o
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To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us, C
Without our hazard, labour, or allarme,

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man
- Torule, as over all he fhould have rul'd.
-J¥ueis,meealfo he hathjudg'd, or rather

Mee not, but the brure Serpent in whofe fthape

Man I deceav’d : that which tomee belongs,

Is enmity, which he will put between

Mee and Mankinde ; Tam to bruife his heel ;

His Seed, when is not fer, fhali bruife my head

A World who would not purchafe with a bruife,
Ot much more grievous pain? Ye have th’ accours
Of my performance : What remains, ye Gods, -
But up and enter now into fultblifs.
~ Sohaving faid, a while he ftood, expedting

Thir univerfal thout and high applaufe -

To fill his eare, when contrary he hears

On all fides, frominnumerable tongues

A difmal univerfal hifs, the found

Of public feorn; he wonderd, but not long

Had leafure, wondring at himf{elf now more ;

His Vifage drawn hefelt to fharp and fpare,

His Armes clung to his Ribs, his chfés entwining
Eachotler, till fupplanted down hetell

A monftrous Serpent on his Belly prone,
Relu®ant, but in vaine, a greater power

Now rul’d him, punifht in the fhape he fin'd,

According to his doom : he would have fpoke,

But Lifs for hifs returnd with forked tongue

To forked tongue, for now were all transform’d

Alike, to Serpents all as acccfTories

To his bold Riot : dreadful was the din

Of hiffing through the Hall, thick fwarming now
With complicated monfters head and taile,
T ' : Scorpion
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Though to deludechem fent, could not abftain, ..
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Scorpion and Afp, and Amphisbana dire, B
Ceraffes hornd, Hydrus,and Elovs drear,

-And’ Dipfas ( not fothick fwarm'd once the Soil

Bedroprwith blood of Gorgon, or the Ifle
Opbinfn )but fill greateit hee the midt;” ‘
Now Dragon grown, larger then whom the Sun
Ingenderd in the Pythian Vale on (lime, B
Huge Python, and his Power no lefs he feem'd
‘Above the reft ftill to retain j they all = = - ‘
Him follow'd iffuing forth to th’ open Field,
"‘Where all yet left of that revolted Rout
Heav'n-fall'n, in ftation ftood or juft atray,
Sublime with expeQation when to fee

In Triumph iffuing forth thir glorious Chief; -
They faw, but other fight inftead, acrowd

_Of ugly Serpents ; horror onthem fell,

And horrid fympathie, for what they faw,
They felt themfelvs how changiag ; down thir arms,
Down fell both Spear and Shicld, down they as faft,
And the dire hifs renew’d, and the dire form

Catcht by Contagion, like in punifhment,

As in thir crime. - Thus was th’ applaufe they meant,
Turnd to exploding hils, triumph to (hame

Caft on themfelves from thir own moutkts. There food
A Grove hard by, fprung up with  this chir change,
His will who reigns above, to aggravate =

Thir penaice, ladenwith Fruic like that

Which grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve

* Us'd by the Tempter : on that profpect ftrange

Thir earneft eyesthey fix'd, imagining

For one forbidden Tree a multitude

Now ris'n, to work them furder woe or thame; '
Yet parche with fcalding thurft and hunger fierce,

Eut
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But on thy rould in heaps, and up the Trees -
Climbing, fat thicker then the fnakie locks
+That curld Megara: greedily they pluck’d
The Frutage fair o fight, like that which grew
Neer that bituminous Lake where Sodoms flam'd 4
This more delufive, not the tonch, but tafte
Deceav'd ; they fondly thinking to allay
Thir appetite with gaft, inftead of Fruic -
Chewd bitter Afhes, which th’ offended tafte
‘With fpattering noife rejected ; oft they affayd,
Hunger and thirft conftraining, drogd as oft,
- 'With hatefulleft difrelith writh'd thir jaws
With foot and cinders flI'd ; fo of; chey fell
Into the fame illufion, not as Man. - (plagwd
‘Whom they triumph’d oncelapft. Thuswere they
‘And worn with Famin, long and ceaflefs hifs,
ITill thir loft thape, permitted, they refum'd,
Yearly enjoynd, fome fay, to undergo -
This annual humbling certain number'd days,
Todafh thir pride, and joy for Man feduc’t, -
However fome tradition they difpers’d
Among the Heathen of thir purchafe got,
And Fabl'd how the Serpent, whom they calld
- Ophion with Eurynome, the wide-
Encroaching Eve perbaps,had firft the rule
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn drivn
And Ops, ereyet Diftéan Jove was born,
Mean while in Paradife the hellith pair
Too foon artiv'd, Sin there in power before,
Once adtual, now in body, and to dwell
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death
Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet
O his pale Horfe : to whom Si» thus began. v
" Second of Saran fprung, all conquering Desth,
S ' " What
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- What thinkft thou of our Empire now, thongh earnd
‘With travail difficult, not bester farr
Then ftil at Hels dark threfhold to have fate watch, 1
Unnam’d, undreaded, and thy felf half flarv'd2 -~ -
Whom thus the Sin-born Monfter anfwerd foon,
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine¢,
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heaven, :
T herebeft, where moft with £avinI may meet 3
‘Which here, though plenteous, all too little fecms
To ftuff this Maw, this vaft unhide-bound Corps. ,
To whom th*inceftuous Mother thus repli'd.
“Thou therefore on thefe Herbs, and Fruits, and Flour§
- Feed firft,on each Beaft next, and Fifh, and Fowle,
No homely morfels, and whatever thin
TheSithe of Time mowes down, devour unfpar'd,
Till Iin Man refiding through the Race,
‘His thoughus, his looks, words, a&ions all infed;
And feafon him thy laft and {fweeteft prey.
This faid, they both betook them feveral wayes,
Both to deftroy, or unimmortal make -
~ All kinds,and for deftru®ion to mature .
Sooner or later ; which th’ Almightie feeing, = ;-
From his tranfcendent Seat the Saints among,
* Tothofe bright Orders utterd thus his voice,
See with what heat thefe Dogs of Hell advanee
To wafte and havoc yonder World, which I
~ So fair and good created, and had fill
} Kept in that State, had not the folly of Man —
Let in thefe waftful Furies, who impute ‘
Folly tomee, fo doth the Prince of Hell
And his Kdherents, that with fomucheafe 53
1 fuffer themto enterand poffefs UL
1 - A place fo heav'nly, and conniving feem
o granﬁe my fcornfal Enemies,

) o : Thag
\ a
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That laugh,asif tranfported with fome fic
Of Paffion, I to themhad qhicted all,
Atrandom yielded up to their mifrule;, . .. .. -
* And Know not that I call'd and dfew them thither -
. My Hell-hounds, tolick up the draff and flth ~ ..~
- Which mags poll'utin__ﬁ Sinwith rginthath thed .
Onwhat was pure, till cramm’d and gorg'd,nigh barft
With fucke and glutced offal, at onefling =
Of thy vicorions Arm, well-plealing Son, '
Both Sin, and Deatb, and yawning Grave at laft
Through Chaos hurld, obftrud the mouth of Hell

For ever, and feal yp bis ravenous Jawes, =

_ Then-Heav'n and Earth renewd fhall be made pyre -
To fanditie that fhall receive no ftaine: =
Till then the Curfe pronounc’t o both precedes, -~
" He'ended, and the heav’'nly Audience loud
Sung Hallelsia, asthe found of Seas, ;
Through multitude that fung: Juft arethy WaYs,'
Righteous are thy Decrees on all thy Works ;"
,W%b"cla‘n extenuate thée ? Next, to the Son,

Deftin'd reftorer of Mankind; by whom

New Heav'nand Earth fhall to'the Ages.rife, . .
Or down from Heav'n defcend. Such was thir fong,
While the Creator calling forth by namé -

His mightie Angels gave theii feveral charge,

As forted beft with prefent things, The Sun

Had firft his precepe fo to move, fo d:ine, N

As might affe@ the Earth with cgld apd heat -
Scarce tollerablé, and from the- _b}‘t}lvm,call? T
Decrepit Winter, from theSoush to'bring
Solftitial fummers iear, To the blanc Moone |
Her office they preferibd, to th’ othet five
Thir planetaric mqtions and afpe@s. - - L
InSextile, Square, and Trine, and p?ma}‘ , of

=1
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Of noxious efficaci¢, and whentojoyne = ;
" In Synod unbenigne, and-taughs the fixt
Thir influence malignant when to- fhowre, =
‘Which of them rifing with the Sun, or falling, - -
Should prove tempeftuons : To the Winds tht;y_fpg,
Thir corners, when with blufter to confound
Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when torowle - -
Witherror throughthe dark Aereal Hall, -
Some fay hebid his Angels turneafcanfe
The Poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more
From the Suns Axle; they withlabour pufh’d -
Obligue the Centric Globe : Som fay theSun. .
Was bid tarn Reings from th’ Equino®ial Rode
Likediftant breadth to Taurus with the Seav'n
Atlantick Sifters, and the Spartan Twins
Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence downamaige °
By Leoand the Firgin and the Scales, '
‘As deep.as Capricoxne, to bring in change
Of Seafons to each Clite 5 élfe had the Spring
Perpetual fmil'd on Eargh with vernant Elours,
Equal in Days and Nights, except to thofe
Beyond the Polar Circles; tothém Day
Had unbenighted fhon, while the low Sun
To recompence his diftance, in thir fight
Had rounded fill th’ Horizon, and not known:.
Or Eaft or Weft, which had forbid the Spow-
From cold Effotiland, and South as farr
Bencath Magellan. Ac that tafted Fruit
The Sun, as from Thyefbear Banqupr, turn'd
His courfe intended ;. elfe how hadthe World
Inhabited, though finlefs, more then now,
Avoided pinching cold and fcorching beate.?
- Thefechangesin the Heav’ns, though flow, produc’d
Like change on Seaand Land, fideral blaft, '
otaana Land, LiAcra Vapous,

va
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Vapour, and Mift, and Exhalation hot, =~ =~ -
Corruptand Peftilent : Now from'the Noreh
- Of Norumbega, and the Samsed thoar - =+ .+
Burfting thir brazen Dungeon, armd with ice® ~
And fnow and haile and ftogmie guft and flaw, - -
Boreasand Cecias and Argefies loud "
And Thrafcias rend the Woods and Seas upturn ;
‘With adverfe blaft up-turns them from the South
Notns and Afer black with thundrous Clouds
From Serraliona; thwart of thefe as fierce
Forth rufh the Levant and the Ponent Windes
Eurus and Zephir with thit lateral noife, 1
Sirecce, and Libecchio, Thusbegan :
Outrage from livelefs things ; but Difcord firft
Daughter of Sin, among th’irrational,
Death introduc’d through fierce antipachie :.
Beaft now with Beaft gan war, and Fowle with Fowle,
And FithwithFifh ; to graze the Herb all leaving,
Devourd éach other ; nor ftood inuch inawe
Of Man, but fled him, or with count’nance grim
Glar'd on him paffirig : thefe were from without
The growing miferies, which Adam faw -
Alreadiein pare; though hid in gloomieft thade,
. To forrow abandond, but worfe felt within,
And in atroubl'd Seaof paffiontoft, - - 4
Thus to disburd’n fought with fad camplaint.

O miferable of happie ! is this the end
Of this new glorious World, and mee fo late
The Glory of that Glory, who now becom 3
Accurft of bleffed, hide me from the face -
 Of God, whom to betiold was thien my highth
Of happinefs : yet well, if here would end
The miferie, I deferv'd it, and would beare - -
- My own defervings ; but this will not ferve; All
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All that T eat or drink; or fhall beget, ;o
Is propagated curfe. .O voice once heard o
Delightfully, Encreafe and muliply, N
Now deathto heare! for what can I encreafe

- Or multiplie, but curfes on my head 2

Who of all Ages to fucceed, bur feeling

The evil onhim brought by me, will curfe

My Head, Il fare our Anceftor impure,

For this we may thank A4dam ; bur his thanks
Shall be the execration; fo befides

Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee

Shall with a fierce reflux on mee redound,

On mee ason thir natural center light o
Heavie, though in thir place. O fleeting joyes .
Of Paradife, deare bought with lafting woes !
Did I requeft thee, Maker, from my Clay

To mould me Man ,did I follicite thee-

From darknefs to promote me; or here place

" In this delicious Garden?as my will

Concurd got to my being, it were but right
And equal to reduce me to my duft,
Defirousto refigne,and render back
All Ireceav'd, unable. to performe . .

- Thy terms too hard, by which I was o hol

The good I foughtnot. Tothe lofs of thaty

_ Sufficient penaltie, why haftthouadded =~

The fenfe of endlefs woes? inexplicable
Thy Juftice feems 5 yet to fay truth, too late,

. I thus conteft ; then fhould have been refufd

Thofe terms whatever, when they wete proposd :

Thou didft accept them ; wilt thou enjoy the good,

Then cavil the coniditions # and though God.

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son

Prove difobediens, and reprovid,retore, = = =
SR T . wheres
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. Wherefore didft thoubeget me 2 I fough it not -
* Wouldft thou admit for his conternpt of thee '
~Thatproud excufe ? yer-him not thy ele&ion,

But Natural neceffiry begor. ’

" God made thee of choice his owh, and of his oW

- To ferve him, thy reward was of his grace,
Thy punifhment then jultly is ac_his Will.
Be it fo, for I fubniit, bis doom is fair,
That duft I am, and fhall to dult'returne :
- QO welcom hour whenever ! why delayes
" His hand to execuee what his Decree
Fixd on this day ? why do I overlive, '
* Why am I mockt with death, and length'nd out
To dearhlefs pain ? how gladly would ' meet
Mortalitie my feritence, and be Earth
Infenfible, how glad would lay me down
As inmy Mothers lap ? there I fhould reft
*. And fleepfecure ; his dreadful voice nomore
Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worfe.
To mee and to my ofspring would torment me
With cruel expe@ation. Yer onedoubr
Purfues me fill, leaft-all I cannot die, : ‘
Leaft that pure breath of Life, the Spirit of May
_Which God infpir'd, cannor together perith
With this corporeal Clod 5 then in the Grave,
Or in fome other difmal place who knows
But I {lall die a living Death 2 O thought
Horrid, if true! yet why? it was bucbreath
Of Lifethat finn'd ; what diesbat what had life -
And fin ? the Bodie properly hath neither.
All of me then fhall die : - let this appeafe :
The doubt, fince humane reach no farther knows
- For theugly the Lord of all be infidite,
s hiswrawthalfo? be i, manv isnot'fo, - -

~ Bat.

.
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_ Butmortal doow'd. How canbeexercife

Wrath withoat end on Man whom Death riuft end§
Can be make deathléfs Death ? that were to make
Strange contradi&ion, which to God himfelf ,
Impofiible isheld, as Argument T
Of weaknefs, not of Power. Will he, draw out,
For angers fake, finite to infinite o ‘
In putifhe man, to fatisfie his rigour

Satisfid never ; that wereto extend

His Sentence beyond duft and NaturesLaw,

. By which all Caufeselfe according fill

To thé reception of thir matter a&¥, o
ot to th’ éxtent of thir ownSpheare. But fay

 That Death be ot one ftroak, as I fupposid,

Bereaving fenfe; but endlefs miferie o
From this day onward, which I feel begun
Both in me, and without me, and fo laff
Toperpetuitie ; ‘Ay ine, that fear ,
Comes thandring back with dreadful revolutiory
On my defenflefs head ; both Death and I
Am found Eternal, and incorporate both,
or I onmy part fingle, in mee all -

Pofteritie ftands curft : Fair Patrimonie :
Thar I muft leave yé, Sons ; O were I able
To wafté it all my felf, and leave ye none!
So difinherited howwould yeblefs o
Me now your curfe ! Ah, why fhould all mankind
For one mans fault thus guiltlefs be condemn'd, '
If guiltlefs? But from me what can proceed,
But all corrupt, both Mind and Will deprav'd,
Not to doonely, but to will the fime ‘
Withme? how canthey thén acquitted ftand
In fight of God? Him after all Difputes ,
Forc't Iabfolve : all my evafionss vain, .

. - R © And
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" And reafonings, thoughthrough Mazes, lead me fill Defghye
. Butto myown conviction: firftand lat . gfword
On mee, mee onely, as the fourfe and fpring " Buberws
- Ofall corruption, all the blame lights due; Outof
So might the wrauth. Fond wifh! conldft thou fup- Rfiyes
" Thatburden heavier then the Earth to bear “g Port  And haref
ided i

Ther all the World much heavier, though div like his

With that bad Woman ? Thus what thoudefir't Thy inw
And what thou fearft, alike deftroyes all hope Hencefo;
- Of refuge, and concludes thee miferable To hellj

Beyond all paft example and future, .‘ l
To Satan ouly like both crime and doom. ‘ tad pe

O Confcience, into what Abyfs of fears . o:éa’
And horrors haft thou driv’n me; out of whieh gt tot
1find no way, from dcep to deeper plung'd ! oug)
Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud " Tog 8
Through the ftill Night, not now, as ere man fell, - EN"V::
. Wholfom and cool, and mild; but with black Airx Tot f
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom, ' %;ﬂ
Which to his ¢évil Confcience reprefented = ko
Allthings with doubleterror: Onthe Ground . hl:r
Oumtftretcht he lay, on the cold ground, and oft n 1
‘Curs’d his Creation, Death as oft accus'd “00k
Of tardie 'execution; fince denoung’t Ore

The day of his offence. Why cemes not Death, Well

Said hee, with one thrice acceprablé firoke TC(’ o
To erd me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, v:?"
Juftice Divine not haft'n'to be-juft? - r u]
But Death comes not at call, Juftie Divine .~ Dhls
Mends not her flowelt pace for prayers or cries. |
O Woods, O Fountains, Hillocks, Dales and Bowrs, Wit
With other echo late. I taughe your Shades, Or
-Fo anfwér,and refound farr other Sang. ", ' Ma
W hom thus affliGed whenfad Eve beheld, . in
Coe T Difolate Ui
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| Difturbances on Barth through Femal fnates,” -

i Or find fome other way to generate.
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Defolate where fhe fate, approaching nigh,
Soft words to his fierce paffion fhe affay'd: . =
Buther withftern regard he thusrepelld. =~
Out of my fight, thou Serpent, thac namebefy =
Befits thee with him leagn'd, thy felf as falfe -~
And hatefal ; nothing wants, but that thy fhape, -
Like his, and colour Serpentine may fhew .
Thy inward fraud, to warn all Creatpres from thee
Henceforthi; leaft that top heav’nly form, pretended
'To hellifh falthood, fnarethem. But forthee = .
I had perfifted happie, bad not thy pride . .. ..
And wandring vanitie; when let wasfafe, ~ 7 o
Reje&ed my forewarning, anddifdaind .~ 7.
Not to be trufted, longing to be feen ST
Though by the Devil himfelf, him overweeninf =~ =
Toaver-reach, but with the Serpent meeting*™ ~ .~

Foold 2id bcé‘uit'g,- by bim thou, 1by thed,
Tetruft thee from my fide, imagin’'d wife, ~=

Conflant, mature, proof againftall affauls, = - '
And underftood notall wasbut athew -

- Rather then folid verta, all bura Rib

Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 7~
More to the part finifter from me drawn, .
Wellif thrown out, as fupernumerarie o
Tomy jukt numberfound. O whbydid God,
Creator wife, that peopl'd higheft Heavn -

With Spirits Mafculine, create atlaft

This noveltieon Earth, this fair defe@

Of Nature, and not fill the World at once
With Men as Angels without Feminine,

Mankind ? this mifchief had not then befall'n; )
And more that fhall befall, innumerable =

T3 And
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"And ﬁranght conjan@ion with this Sex.:. for either -
Be never fhall find out fir Mate, but fuch .

'As fome misfortune brings him, or mnﬂake,

- Orwhomhe wifhes moft (hall fcldom ain
Through her perverfnefs,but fhall fc¢ hetr gamd

By afarr worfe, or if fhe lpve withheld

By Parents, or his happielt ‘choicé too late:
Shall meet, alreadie hng; gnd \VCdlpck-bnund
To afell Advcrfang:, ateor (hame: - -

Whlch isfinite calamitie fhall caulg .

" o Humane life, and houfhold peace copﬁqnnd
- He added not, and fr¢ om her.turn'd, by Ege.  « .
Not fo repulft; with ‘;l'ears that ceas'd nol;ﬁqvqm&
And treflesall difordecd, ac his feet ;. ; -, |
Fell hnn&le, and 1mbracmg them; heﬁ,qg})t

‘His peace, and thus ptoceeded inhér plaint, . - -

Forfake mé not thus;’ Adam, wxjtqe Heav'n -+

‘What love fincere, and reverence inmy heart .
Ibearg thee, and uriweeting have offen,dgd
Unhappilie deceavd thy fupplianr. .
Ibeg, and clafp th inces bereavé mc,no;,

~ Whereon1 live, thy gemle looks, thy aid,

" Thy counfel in this meermoft diftrefs,

‘My onely frength and’ ftay : forlorn of thee,

o
<4

. ‘Whither fhall Ibetake me, where fubfit?

While yet we live, fcarfe one fhort hony perhaps

Between ustwo let thepe be peacc,both joymng,

Asjoyn'din injuies, one enmitie

' Againta Foe by doom exprefs affi ign' 'd us,

. That cruel Serpent: ‘On me exercife not

Thy batred for this miferie befall'n,

On me alreadie loft, mee then thy Telf

More miferable both have fin'd, but thou .

Agamﬁ God oncly,I agamﬁ God and thee,
And

4
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And to the placa of judgment will return, .- .
{There with my cries tmportune Heaven, thatall
‘The fenténce from thy head remov’d may llghx ST
On me, fole canfe to thee of all thiswoe, 1. ;. ¢
Mee mee onely juft object of his ire. TR
She ended weeping, and her lowlie plighr,
Immoveable till peace obrain’d from fauf
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in ddam Wraughr
‘Commiferacioni ; foon his heart relented e
Towards her, his life fo late and fole dclnght, T
Now at hisfeet fubmiffive in diftrefs, L
Creature fo faire his reconcilement fecking, .« .
His counfel whom fhe had difpléas’d, hxs aidey .-
As onedifarm’d, his anger all hcloﬁ N
And thus with peaceful words uprais 'd her fom.,
Unwarie, and too defirous, as:before, e -
So now of wha thou knowft not, who deﬁr ({ SRR
The punifhiment all-on thy felf ; alas, SR T
Beare thine own ficf, ill able wiofaine ©
~ His full wranthewhefe thou feelft as yer left pave; . .-
And my difpleafure bearftfoill, . If Prayers. .
‘Could alter high Décrees,Ito tharp]ace S
Would fpeed before thee, and ‘be louder heand .
That on my head all might be vifited, » ‘
Thy frailtie and infirmer Sex forgiv'n,
To me committed and by me expos’d.
But rife, let us no more contend, nor blame
Each other, blam'd enough elfewhere, but ftrive
In offices of Love, how we may light'n ;
Each others burden in our fhare of woe ; .
Since this days Death denounc’, if oughtl fee, . -~
Will prove rio fudden, but a flow.pactevill, =
A long days dying to augment our paine, .
And to our Seed ( O haplefs Seed ! )derlv d. .
v T4 To

iy
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To whom thus Eve, recov erin‘g,hem., replid.
Adam,by fad experiment I kno _
Howlittle weight my words with thee can finde,
“Found fo erroneous, thence by juftevent
 Found fo unfortunate; neverthelefs, .
‘Reftor’d by thee, vile asI am, to place
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine -
ThyLove, the fole contentment of my hedre
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide - -
“What thoughts in my unquict breftare tis'n,
Tending to fonie relief of our extremes,
Or end, though' fharpand fad, yet tolerable,
'As in our evils, and of eafier choice.
. Xf care of our defcent perplex us moft,
Which mult be born to certain woe, devourd
By Deathat laft, and miferable itis
To be to others caufe of mifery, - -
Our own beFottep, and of our Loines to bring
Into thiscurfed World a woful Race, -~ '
Thar after wretched Life muft be ac laft
Food for fo foule aMonfter, in thy power .
It lies, yet ere Conception to prevent
The Rate unbleft, to being yet unbegor.’
Childle(s thou art, Childlefs remaine: =
So Death fhall be.deceav'd his glut, and withus twa
Be forc'd to fatisfie hisRav'nous Maw. -
But if thou judge it hard and difficalt,
Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain
From Loves due Rites, Nuptial imbraces fweet,
And with defire ro languifh without hope,
Before the prefent object languifhing
With like defire, which would be meferie
And torment lefs thennone of what we dread,

Then
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Thenboth our felves and Seed at once to free
From what we fear for both, let us make fhort,
Let us feek Death, or he not found, fuppl
© With our own hands his Office on our felves;

Whyftand we longer fhivering under feares,
That fhew no end but Death, and have the power,

Of many ways to dic the fhorteft choofing, ‘
Deftru®ion with deftru&ion to deftroy.

~ Sheended heer, or vehement defpaire )
Broke off the reft ; fo much of Death her thoughits
Had entertaind, as di'd her Checks with pale. ’
But _A4damwith fuch counfel nothing fway'd,
To better hopes his more attentive minde. .
~ Labouring had rais'd, and thus to Eve replid,
" Ewe, thy eontempt of life and pleafure feems

To arguein thee fomthing more fublime .

And excellent then what thy minde contemnes ;

But felf-deftru®ion therefore faugh, refutes
That excellence thought in thee, and implies,

Not thy contempt, but anguifh and regret

For lofs of life and pleafuure overlovd,

Or if thou covet death, as utmoft end

Of miferie, fo thinking to evade

The penaltie pronounc’t, doubt not but God

Hath wifelier arm'd bis vengeful ire then fo

Tobe foreftall’d ; much more I fear leaft Death

So fnatche will not exempt.us from the paine -

We areby doom to pay; rather fuch aéls

Of contumacie will provoke the higheft
~Tomakedeathin us live : Then ler us feek
" Some fafer refolution, which methinks

I havein view, calling to minde with heed

Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed fhall bruife
The Serpents head ; piteous amends, unlefs 5
o ' g 5
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' Bemeant, whom ] conje&ure, oug grand Foe
Satan, who in the Serpent hath contriv’d.
Againftus this decejt: tocrufh bis head e

"'Would be revenge indeed ; which will be loft .~ -
By death brought.on our felves; or childlefsdays- -

Refolv’d, as thot propofeft ; foour Fee :
- Shall fcape his punilhmest ordain'd,aod wee .- -
Inftead fhalldouble oursupon our.heads. = -
No more be mention'd chen of violence,
Againft our felves, and wilful barrenngfs,
Thar cuts us off from hope,. and favours onely
Rancor and pride, impatience and defpite,
Relu®ance againlt God and his juf yoke o
Laid on our Necks. Remember wikh whar mild -
And gracious temper he both heard and judf’d .
Without wrauthor. ;;vilin%‘-,,.wcg;g;p;&c, e
Immediate diffolugion; which weghoughe

Was meint by Deagh that day,when o, tothee _ .
Painsonely in, Chfid-bearing were forgeold, ... .
And bringing forth, foon recompenc with joy,. .
Fruit of thy Womb : - On mee the Cuzfe affope - -
Glanc'd on the ground, with lahour I muft carne -
My bread ; whar harm? Idlegefs bad bin worfe;
My labour will fuftain me; andleaft Cold ..., . .
Or Heat fhould injure us, his timely care =~ ., .
Hath unbefanght provided, and hishands ...
Cloath'd us upworthig, pitying while he judg'd; .. :
How much more, if we pray him, will hisear
Beopen, and his heart to piticinicline,

And teach us further by what means to fhun ,
Th' inclement Seafans, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, -
Which now the Skie with various Face begins - - -
To fhew us in this Monntain, while the Winds
Blow moift and keen, (hattering the graceful locks

[/RE
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- OF thefe fair fpreading Txees; which bids nsfeels T
- Som better fhroud; fom better warmth.to cherifh... -7/
- Our Limbs benumm'd, ere this diurnal Starr ;0,2

Leave cold the Night; - how we his gather'dbeams. . 13
Refle&ed, may with matter fere foment, :
Or by collifion of two bodies grinde

TThe Air attrite to Fire, as late the Clouds.

Juttling or pufht with Winds rudein thir fhock

Tine the flant Lightning, whofe thwart flame driv'a
Kindlesthe gummie bark of Firr or Pine, .. (down .
And fends a comfortable heat from farr,

Which might fupplie the Sun : fuch Fire to ufe,

And what may elfe be remedie or cure '

To evils which our own mifdeeds have wronght,

Hee will inftru® us praying, and of Grace
Befeeching him, fo as we need not fear

To pafs commodioufly this life, fuftain’d

By him with many gomforts, till we end

In duft, our final reft afid native home. '~

What better can we do, then to the place

‘Repairing where he judg'd us, proftrate fall
 Before him reverent, and there confefs

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears
Watering the ground, and with our fighs the Air
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign '
Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek.
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn
From hisdifpleafure ; in whofc ook {erene,
When angry mott he feem’d and moft, fevere,
What elfebut favor, grace, and mercie fhon2 -
Sofpake our Father penitent, nor Eve
Felt lefs hmorfe : they forthwith to the place
Repairing where he judg'd them proftrate fell

- e —ra
-
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Hambly thir faults, and pardon beg'd, withtears - -
Watering the ground, and with hir fighs the Air -

* Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite,infign-
~ Offortow unfeignd, and humiliation meck. "

\
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The End of the Teuth Book, * *

. Paradife
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Paradife Loft.

BOOK XI

1]

THE ARGUMENT.

The Son of God prefemts ta bis Father the Prayers of
" our firft Parents now repenting, and sintercedes for

‘them : God accepes them, but declares that they muff
" no longer abide sn Paradife; fends Michael with 2
- Band of Cherabim to dizaﬂé]}_ thems but firff to.

veveal to Adam future things : Michaels comin
down. Adam fhews to Eve certain ominoks figns; li
difcerns Michaels approack, goes ont to meet bim -
the Angel denownces thir departure. Eve’s Lamenta- -
tion. Adam pleads, but fubmits : The Angel leads
him up to abigh Hill, fets before bim in vifion whas
fhall bapp'n till the Flood. ‘

F—\Hus they in lowlieft plight repentant flood
‘Praying, for from the Mercie-fear above
Prevenient Grace defcending had remov'd
The ftonie from thir hearts,& made new fleth
Regenerate grow inftead, that fighs now breath'd
- ' : ‘ Unuiter-
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Unuteerable, which the Spirit of prayer '
Infpir'd, and wing'd for Heay'n with fpeedier flighg
Then loudeft Oratorie: yetihirppre. -~

oot ofgean fuiters, nor impértantdefs
Seem’d thir Petition, then when'th’ ancient Pair
In Fables old; lefs ancient yet then thefe,
Deucalion and chafte Pyrrhato reftore

The Race of Mankind drownd, before the Shrine
Of Themis ftood devour. To Heav'n thir prayers

~ Flew up, nor.mifsd the way, by envious windes
Blow'nvagabond or fruftrate : in they pafsd

.Dimentionlefs through Heav'nly dores; then clad
With incenfe, where the Golden Altar fum'd,
By thir great Interceffor, came in fight
Before the Fatigrs Throne.: Them the glad Son
Prefenting, thus to intercede began. 4

~ See Father, what firlt fruits on Earth are {prung
- From thy implanted Grace in.Man, thefe Sighs
And Prayers, which in this Golden Cenfet, mizs
With Incenfe, I thy Prieft before thee bring, -

. Ftuits of more pleafing favour from thy feed
Saw’n with eonerition in his heayt,, then thofe -
Which-his own hand manuring all the Trees
Of Paradife could have produc’t; ere fall'n
From innocence, Now thetefore bend thine éare
To. fupplicatiom, heare his (ighs though mnte 3
Unskilful with what words to pray, let mee
Interpret for him, mee his Advocate,

~ And propitiation, all his works on mee _

" Gaod arnot good ingraft, my Mericghofe -~
Shall perfet, and for thefe my Death fhall pay.
Accept me, and in-mee from thefe receave ;
‘The fmell of peace roward Mankindeylet hiny' Jive'
Before thee reconcil'dy ay loaft hi:days:

- -— - -
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Numberd, though fad, till Death, his doom (whichI .
To mitigate thus' plead, not toreverfe ) Co
To better life fhall yeeld him, where withmes™ - °
All my redeemd may dwell in joy and blifs,

Made one withmeas T with theeamone., ;
To whom the Father, without Cloud, ferene, **

All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son, - ‘

Obrain, all thy requeft was my Decree :

But longer in that Paradife to dwell,

The Law I gave to Nature him forbids :

Thofe pure immoxtal Elements that know

No grofs, no unharmoneous mixtare foule,

Eje® him tainted now, and purge him off

As a diftemper, grofs to aire.as grofs,’

And mortal food, as may difpofc him beft

For diffolution wrought by Sin, that firft

Diftemperd all things; and of incorrupt

Corrupted, -I at firft with two fair gifts

- Created him endowd, with Happinefs

And Immortalivic : that fondly loft,

This other ferv'd but to eternize woe 3

Till Iprovided Death; fo Death becomes

His final remedie, and after Life

Tri'din fharp tribulation, and refin'd

By Faith and faithful works, to fecond Life,

Wak’tin the renovation of the juft, - .
| Reﬁﬁnes him uvp with Heav'n and Earth renewd. -

*‘Butletus call to Synod allthe Bleft - N

~ Through Heav'ns wide bounds; from them I will not
My judgments, how with Mankind I proceed, ( hide
As how with peccant Angels lage they faw;
And in thir ftate, though firm, ftood more confirmd.
_ Heended, and the Son gave fignal high -
Fo the bright Minifter that watchd, hee blew

His

"/
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His Trumpet, heard in Orzb fince perhaps

When God defcended, and perhaps once moré -

" To found at general Doom: T’ Angelicblaft
Filld all the Regions: from thir blifsful Bowrs
Of Amarantin Shade, Fountain or Spring,

By the waters of Life, wher¢ ere they fate

In fellowfhips of joy: the Sons of Light

' Hafted, reforring to the Summons high,

" And took thir Seats ; till from his Throne fupream

Th’ Almighey thus pronouncd his fovran Will,

O Sons, like one of usManisbecome

To know both Good and Evil, fince his tafte” .

Of that defended Fruit; but let him boaft ’

His knowledge of Good loft, and Evil got,

Happier, had it fuffic'd him to have known

Good by it felf, and Evil not ac all., |

He forrows now, repents,-and prayes contrite,

My motions in him, longer thenthey move,

His heart I know, howvariable and vain

Self-left. Leaft therefore his now bolder hand

Reachalfo of the Tree of Life, and eat;

- And livefor ever, dream at leaft to live

For ever, to remove him I decree,

" Andfend him from the Garden forth to Till _

The Ground whence he was taken, fitter foile.
Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge,
* Taketo thee from among the Cherubim .«
Thy choicé of flaming Warriours, lealt the Fiend -
Or in behalf of Man, or toinvade ' '
Vacant poffeflion fom new trouble raife
~ Haftthee, and from the Paradife of God |
Without remorfe drive out the finful Pair,
From hallowd ground th’ unholie, and denounce
To themand to thir Progenic fromthence
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Perpetual bavilhment. Yet leaft chey fainc .-
At thefad Sentence rigoroufly urg'd, o
For I behold them foftn’d and with tears =~
Bewailing thir excefs, all terrorhide. -~ " .
If patiently thy bidding they obey, = =
Difmifs them not difconfolate; reveale |
To Adam what fhall come in future dayes, . " ~
AsT fhalltheé énlighten, intermix  ~ - -
My Cov'nant in the womans feed renewd 3 -
Sofend themforth, though forrowing, yet in-peace { -
And on the Eaft fide of the Gardeh place, . .= .
‘Where éntrance up from Eden cafielt climbes,. .
Cherubic watch, and of a Sword the flame - .,
Wide waving, all dpproach f;_‘nr off tofright”
And guard all paffage to the Tree of Lifes, ..
Leaft Paradife a recépticle prové e
To Spiritsfoule, andE all my Trees thir prey; ...
With whofe ftol'n Fruit Man once moreitiideh_jcft.' A
- Heceas'd g andith’ Archangelic Power prepar'd

For fwifc defcent, with. him the Cohort bright ~~ .~
Of watchful Cherubim ;. four faces ecach .. =~
Had; like a donble 7anus, all thir (hape . '
Spangl'd with eyes moré nuterous then thofe
Of Argns; and more wakeful then to drouze,
Charm'd with Arcadian Pipe, the Paftoral Reed
Of Hermes, or his opidte Rod. Mean while’
'To refalute the World with facred Light ., .
Leucdthea wak'd, and with frefh dews imbalmd
The Earth, when 4dam and fitft Matron Eve -
Had ended now thir Otifons,and found . =~ .

“Strength added from abové, new hdpe_,to_fgﬁng- .

* Out of defpaire; joy, but with fear yeclinke;
Which thus to Eve his welcomie words renewds
_ Eve; eafily may Faich ed@uia shacall - oy

= - B
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" The good whu;h we.enjoy.from Hmnde&qnds, Inev
_ .'{;m tgbat fromi ts ou ht fhould alce ndpﬂeayn B Whe
S0 prevalent as o concerne ‘the i i Libo
OF God high*blet, or to incline his L s
_Hard to belief may feeni; yer this, wpll a;,xex,r, . Here
" Or.one fhort figh of hnmane brcat e
" Ev'ntothe Seat of God. PorI‘mceI ailg C st
~ By Drayerth’ offended Deitie o appeal . o)
" Kneel'd and before him humbld all my hcam Afte
~ Methought i faw him placable and mild, - o
‘Bending:His eare erfwafion ip me grew! .. e

- That 1 w;sheardyé) favour ; peace xct,urn;l " Du
Home to'my Brelt,and to my memorie .. I
His promife; that thy Sced {hall bryife our Io:?, G
Which :htmmt minded in’ d“ ay. 1:& ﬁovy ‘ b
 Affures me rha the bitterne of de - D

Ts paft, and we fhall live. " \Whence I‘Iﬂllﬁ,tﬂxtb‘f’ ] ay
Everighdy ail’d, Motherqf al) Manlqnd,i_,_z.‘,: | e
Mothe £ of afl thmgs 11vn;5,,ﬁpgc bythee: 5. W
Manis to five, and all ¢hings live for Mang L o

To whom rhus Eve withi fad thga(gqrm«k, N

Il worthie I fach gicle Mould beloag: . R

To me tzanfgr eﬂ'onr, whofqr;h,cr. Qx¢ gm an e P

A hclp,‘Bcc ct‘h fnare; to s Sspreac! ey
Rath ifrutt and};ﬂ dif mfe . W

Butin ni{hin ndon was @ R

That 1 who' ﬁx‘fi ‘broughit D;mel on a,ll,m&;ap £.. \gfh;
The foprfe of life;, next favonrable thow, .. . . . x
Who hly thus o entitleme vowrfallly ... . .
Farr ozher naime defqtvmg. DuctbeFigld 0

. To labour.caﬂs t1s now with {weas imposd, - "

' Though'after fleeplefs Night ; for fee she ngn,, B

- All ancgncerrd with our qn;eﬁ befm;’ N . b

Qx i . =y

Her sofi€ progyefs. fmﬂin‘g ; leow

<%
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I never from thy fide henceforth to firay, -~ -

Wherere our dags wark lics, though now enjoind -~

‘Laborious, till day draop'; while bere we dwell, .
‘What canbe toilfomin thefe pleafant Walkes? - °
Herelet us live, though infallnftace, content. 3
~ Sofpake, fo with'd much-bumbl'd Eve, but Fate

* Subfctib'd nor; Natare ficft gave Signs, impreft - -
OnBird, Beaft, Aire, Aire fuddenly eclips’d’
After fhort bluth.of Morn; nigh in her fight

The Bird of 7ove; Roopt from his aerictour,
Two Birds of gayaft plurhe befors him drove: ,
Downfrom 2 Hill the Beaft:ciat reignsin Woods; .
Firft hunter then, purfivd 2 gentle brace,.
Goodlieft of all the Forreft, Hartand Hindes; . =
Dire& to th’ Eafiern Gate wasbent.thir flighte -
Adam obferv)d, and with his-Eye the chafe \
Purfuing, not unmov'd to Ewe thus fpake. - -

+Q Eve, fome furder change awaltsus nigh, i *

WhichHeav'n by thefe mute figns in Nature (hews

Forerunheys of  his pnrpofe, or fo ware Lo
. Ushaply too fecrire of our. difcharge. -~ .- -
. From penalsje; becaufefrom deathreleaft .. »--:-

Some days ; showfong, and what till then onr life,
Who knows, or. more then this, that wearedufts -
And thither muft retprn.and be nomore. .
Why elfe thisdouble obje&inour fighe, .. ¢ -

-Of Bight parfudinth’ Air and oré theground = -

One way the felf-fame hour ? wwhy inthe Eat :: -

Darknefs ere. Dayes mid-courfe, and Morning light!
‘Moreorient in yotl Weftern Cloud thac draws =,
\ O're the blew Firmameént a radiant white,: -~ .~ *
. Andflow defcerids, with fomthing heav'nly fraughe.
" : He ery'd not, for by this the heav'aly Bands
* Down froin a Skie of .fafp_e‘rggl}ied now.
i . . - 3 .

~r Y
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In Patadnfe, and or ‘2 Hill made alt '
- A glorious Appatition, had not doubt B
And. carnal fear that day dimm'd- Ad/am eye.
Not that more glorious, when the Angelsmet
© facokin Mabanaim, where he faw. :
~ The field Pavilion'd with his Guardians bright ;
~ &N oz that which on the flaming Mount appeetd
1n Dothan, cover'd with a Camp of Fire, .
Againft- the Syrian King, who to firprize
One man, Affaffin-like had levied Warr,
Warr unproclami'd, . The Princely Hierarch -
In thir bright ftand, there left his Powers to fcnfc
Poffeffionof the'Garden ; heealone,. ‘
To find where _Adam fhelrerd, <odk his way,
Not unperceav'd of 4dam, who to Eve,
While the great Vifitant approachd, thus fpake
Ewve, now expect great tidings, which pcrhaps
- Of us will foon determin, or impofe -
New Laws tobe obferv’d ; fot Ideferie - -
From yonder blazing Cloud that weils the Hill -+
‘One of the heav'nly Hoft, andby his Gate . - T
None of the meanett, fome great. Potentatu RERA
-Or of the Thrones above, fuch Majeftie -
~ Invefts him coming. ? yet not terrible; -
That I fhould fear, nor foriably mild,
_ "As Raphael ; thacl fhould mueh conﬁde,
But folemn and fublime, whom not to offend,
With reverence. I muft meet; and thou retire. -
He ended ; and th’ Arch.Angel foon drew mgb,
Not in his ﬂxapc Celeltial, bur asMan- .
Clad to meer Man ; over his bucid Armes -

A militarie Veft of purple flowd S e

, Livelier then Melibaan, or the graine
©Of Sarra,worn by ngs and Hero's oldh
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In time of Truce; Jris had dipt thewooff, -~ « =
His farrie Helme unbucki’d fiew'd him prime.
In Manhood where Youth ended ; by his fids
As in a gliftering Zodiac hung the Sword,
Satans dire dread,and in his hand the Spear.

~ Adambowd low, hee Kingly from his State. i

- Inclin’d not;but his coming thus declard.. =~

' Adam, Heav'ns high beheft no Prefaceneedss - -

- Safficient chat thy Prayersare heard, and Death; . -
Then due by fentence when thou didft tranfgrefs,

- Defeated of his feifure many dayes T
Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein thou may'ft repent, -
And one bad a& with many deeds welldone - ‘
Mayft cover : well may thenthy Lord appeasd ©  +
Redeem thee quite from Deaths rapacious claime ;

. But longer in this Paradife to dwell
Permits not ; to remove thee I am come,
And fend thee from the Gardenforthto till
The ground whence thou wattak’n, fiter Soile,

He added not,for 4dan at the newes
Heart-firook with chilling gripe of forrow ftood,
That all his fenfes boand ; E£ve, who unfeen -

Yet all had heard, with audible lament
Difcover'd foon the place of her retire, -

O unexpeded ftroke, worfe then of Death! «
Mautft Ithus leave thee Paradife ? thus leave ~
‘Thee Native Soile, thefe happie Walks and Shades,

~ Fichaunt of Gods? where I had hope to fpend, -

Quier though fad, the refpit of thatday »
‘That muft be mortal tous both. O flouts,
That never will in other Climate grow,
My early vifitation, and my laft
AtEev'n, which I bred up with tender hand

. Fromthe firft op'ning bﬁd’ and gave ye Names,

, ' -3 :

Who
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Who now fhall reare yeto the Sun, or raske

- Thee lafily nuptial Bowre, by mee adotad’ -~
With what to.fighe or fmelt was fweer 5. from thee

How fhall I part, and whither wandet downe - <. .

Into alower World, to this obfcare -
And wilde, how {kall- wé breathin other Aite
Lefs pute, accuftomilta immoreal Bruits #
Whom thusthé Angelinterrupted milde,
ament not Eve, but patiently refigne = -
- MWhat juftly thou haft loft ; nor fetthy heatt,
"Thus over-fond, on shat whick is not thiney
- Thy going:s not lonély, withithee goes '
. .Thgr Hitsband, him to follow thowatt bound
Whgre ho abides, think there thy native foile.
v _Adam by this frond the cold fudden damp
Reécovering, and his {catterd fpirits returnd, , .
To Michael thus bis humble words addrefsd. -
i Celéftial, whetheramong the Thrones, or nam’d
Of them the Higheft, for fuch of fhape may feem -
Prince above Princes, gently haft thoutould -
Thy meflage, which might ¢}fe intelling wound, ,
‘And in performing end us; whatbefides - -
Of forrow and dejetion and defpaif. .
Qur frailtie can fuftain, thy ridingsbring,
Departure from this happy place, our fweet
‘Recefs, and onely confolation lefe « . ...,
Familiar to our eyes, all placeselfe
Inbofpitable appeer and defolate, .
Nor knowing us nor known : and if by prayer
InceflantI conld hopeto change the wall .
" Of him who all things can; .I would not ceafe
To wearie him with my affiduouscries:
- But prayeragainft his abfolute Pecree

"l,‘. :‘: RIS Lo “wa AR NO

Your Tribes; and water from th’ ambrofial "Fonﬁt% L Nog
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No mose anailes then breath againft the wmdc

Blown ﬁ:ﬂm_g ck on bim that breaths it ﬁm‘ 1,
Therefote to his great bidding I fubmir, .. .
This moft aflis me, thar departing hence, -
As from hisface ¥ fhall be hid, deprivd

‘;zl
! « ey (.3.

. His bleffed Count’ nance ; fxcrc Icould fr -

n; ;o
With worlhip, place by place wherehe v:?:fif 4.
Prefence Divine, and to my Sons reiate;

On this Mount hé appeerd, under this Tree

Stood vifible, amang thefe Pines his voice

Iheard, hcrothﬁ im at this Fanntain tali'd L

ASo many grateful Altars I would reare

?ra e Terf and pileup every Stone

{tre from t c breok, in memorie,

'Or monument to Ages, and thereon .

Offer fweet fmefling Gumms and Fruits and Flours*

Inyonder nether World where fhalt I feek

His bright appearances, pr foot &ep~trace ?

For though Ifled him angtie, yet recall'd .

To life prolongd and promisd Race, Inow

Gladly bzhold though but his utmoft skirts

Of glory, and farr off his fteps adore.
Towhom thus Afichael wich regard benigne,

Adm,thou know't Heav'n his, and all the Easth.

Not this Rock onely ; his Omniprefence blis

Land, Sea,and Aire, and every kinde that lsves, g

 Fomented by his virtual power and warmd :-

‘All o Earth he gave thee to poffefs and rule,

No defpicable gift ; furmifenotthen. . . -
His prefence to thefe narrow baunds onfin’ d~ y o
Of Paradife ot Eden : thisshad been ..

Pethaps thy Capital Scate, fram whence bnd fpre&
All generarions, and had hither come

. Fromall the énds of rh Earch, tocelebraie

IR

' wg A
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‘And peverence thee thir grear Progenitor,
Put chis praeminence thou haft loft, brought down
*To dwell oneeven ground now with thy Sons 3
Yet doubt notbutin Vallieand in plaine
God is as here, and will be found alike
Prefent, and of his prefence manya figne .
Still following thee, ftill compafling thee roun
. 'With-goodnefs and paternal Love, his Pace
-Exprefs,and of his flepsthe track Divine. -
AWhich that thou may#t beleeve, and be canfirmd
~ Ere thou from bencé depart, know I amfent
To fhew thee what fhall come in future dayes
" To thee and to thy Ofspring ; good with bad

Expe& to hear, fupernal Grace contending oo

With (infulnefs of Men ; thereby tolearn
True patience, and”to temper joy with fear
‘And'pious forrow, equallyenur'd -
- By moderation eicher ftate tobeare,
Profperous or adverfe : fo fhalt thoulead
Safgft thy life, and beft prepar’d endure
Thy mortal paffagewhen it comes, Afcend
This Hill ; let Eve (for I have drencht her eyes)
Here flecp below while thou toforefight wak't, -
" Asonte thou flepft, while Shee to life was foymd,
* To whom thus Adem gratefully replid.
Afcend, I follow thee, fafe Guide, the path

Thouilead'ft me, and tothe bhand of Heav'n fubmit,

However chaft'ning, to the evil turne

My obwious breaft; arming to overcom

B‘y fuffering, and earne reflt from labourwon,
It fo Imay ateain, So bothafcend =~
Inthe Vilionsof God; It wasa Hil]

Of Paradife thie higheft, from whofé top

,‘{l_xc Hemifphere of Earth incleereft Ken -

s

——
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Stretcht out to the ampleft i'egch of pxquc&' lag. .-

Not higher that Hill aor wider looking round, -
‘Whereop for-different caufe the Temprer fer . -
Our fecond 4dam in the Wildernefs, Co
To thew him all Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory. -
His Eye might there command wherever ftood -
City of old or modern Fame, the Seat
- Of mightieft Empire, from the deftind Walls
Of Cambaln, feat of Cathsian Can
And Samarchand by Qxus, Temirs Thrope,
TTo Pagpin of Sinean Kings, and thence -
To Agra and Laher of great Magul
Down to the golden Cherfonefe, or where
The Perfian in Ecbatan fate, or fince
In Hifpaban, or where the RufianKfar . &
In Mofco, or the Sultan in Bizance, Tl
. Turcheftan-born ; nor could hiseyenot ken
- Th* Empire of Negus to his utmoft Port
Ereocoandthe lefs Aaritim Kings
Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind,
And Sofalathought Opbir, to the Realme
Of Congo, and Angola fardeft South ; .
Or thence from Niger Flood to tlesMount
. The Kingdoms of Almanfor, Fez and Sus,
Marocco and Algiers,and Tremifen; \
Qn Europe thence, and where Rame was to fway
The World : in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw
Rich Mexicathe feat of Motezume,
_ And Cufcoin Peru, the richer feat
 Of Arabalipa, and yer unfpoil'd
Guiana, whofe great Citie Geryons Sons
* Call El Dorado : but ro nobler fights
Michael from Adams eyes the Filme remov'd
Which thatfalfe Fruit that promisd clearer fight H 4
e e e S e

! a..;..k



:

~ -His eyés he op'nt ) »
. Part arablé and'tilch, Whercorwere Shidaves - ©
- New reapt, thie seher’ pave fhieep Walks and foulds ; /

Hadbred; dieapurg'dwidh Euphrafie sndRe

The vifiual Keree, for b bad muchrofee; -
‘And from the Weltof Lift thvse dropsindilid,

So deep the powet SFéhefeTngredients piercd, " ™ .

Eevitto the'inntoft feat of iencal fighic,

That ddswnoiréaforer to-clofehiseyey, ' 7
Sunk down and albis Spitits became intranf¥ ..

Bu: him the génele Angelby thé band o
Soon raisd, and his attention'thus récaid, =~ ' -

. Adam, néWw opé thitie eyes, and fr® behofd -

Th' effes which thy'originsd crime’hach wronght
In fome to fpring from thee, who nevertouch’d - *
Th’ excepted Tree, norwith the $iuke confpird,
Nor finn'd thy [if, yet frotyvhat dévive: =
Corruption to'ﬁtihgﬁattb‘-tﬂb‘x‘évi'dlc’nt deeds.
'  and biReld'a field,

Ith’ midft an Alear a$che Edvd-mark flood
Ruftic, of graffie ford; ehither,dnon -

A fweatie Redper from his Tiffage brought
Firft Fruits, the green Eare, and the yéllaw Sheaf,
Uncull'd, d5¢athero band; 2Shephierd next ~
Moremeek esnte with etve Firfllings of his Flock
Choiceft and beft ; chén facrificing, laid =~
The Inwiards aad thif Fat, withFncenfe ftrew’d,
On the cleft Wood, and all due Rites perform'd:

. His Offring foon propitious Fite from Heav'n -

Confum'd with nimble glance, and gratefu] fteame 3

- The others not, for his was not fincere 5 o

Whereat hee inli¢€ rag'd, and asthey tatk’d,
Smote him into ¢he Midriff with a ftone

Thatbeaéowy life ;- he fell, and deadly pale -~
* Groarid ot bis Sout with gathing bloud effus’d.* -

Much

258 Paradife Lok, Book XI. |
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Machar that fight was sAdam in bis heart .
lemai d, and thusim bafte to th’ Ange) créd. -~ ©
"3+ O Teacher, fome great mifclrief hachbefall's -
To that meek mdn, who well had facrific’d; . - -~
1s Pietic thus and paire Dévetion paid? - - .
T whom AMichakithus, hee: aifamov’d, repml.
Thefe two'are Brothrenr, Admm; and toicdie = = .
Out of thy loynss ' unjuét the jult hach flain, - -
For envié that his-Brotfiérs. Offering foand L
From Heav'n acéeptatice; burthebloodie Fa&
-Will be avengd;andoh’ othersFaichiapprowtd -
Loofe no reward;shongh bere thow fee him die, -
: Rowlmg in'diiftand gote. Towhich one Sire, ~
Alas, both for the d¢ed and for theé caufe §
But have I now feen Death ? Isthis the way
I'muft refurn to native duft?. Ofight -
- Of terrour, foul ind ugly to behold,
Horrid to think, how hortible to f&l ! e
. To whom thus Michuel, Death théu huft fecn
In his firft fhape on aran; but many fhapes '
Of Death, and many are the wayes thae lead
To his grim Cave, all difmal ; yer to fenfe
More terrible at th entrance then withi.
Some, as thou faw'ft, by violént firoke fhalt die,
By Fjrc Flood, Famin, by Intempéranic¢'more -
In Meats and Drinks, which on the Earch ﬂwdlﬁx‘ing
Difeafes dire, of which a monftrouseréw -
Before thee (hall appear ;. that thou may# know
MWhat miferie tf insbftinence of Eve
*Shall bring onmen, Immediately aplace
Before his eyes appeard, fad, noyfom, dark,
A Lazar-houfe it feemd, wherein were laid
- Numbers of all cktfdadd s all maladiés
Of gaitly Spafm, or racking tortgre, qualmes.

"‘é.rﬂ '«f <
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Of heart-fick Agonie, all feavorous kinds, '
Conyulfions, Epilepfies, fierce Catarrhs,
Inteftin Stone and Wicer, Colic pangs, L
Damoniac Phrenzie; moaping Melancholie -
"-And Moon-ftruck madnefs, pining Acrophie,
~ Marafmus, and wide-wafting Peftilence,
Dropfies, and Atthma’s,and Joint-racking Rheums.
Dire was the toffing, deep the groans, defpair
Tended the fick bulieft from Couch to Couch;
And over them triumphant Death his Dart
Shook, bat delaid to ftrike, thongh oft invok't
With yows, as thir chief good, and final hope.
Sight fo deform what heart of Rock could long
Drie-ey'd behold? _4dam could not, but wept,
Though not of Woman born ; compaffion quell'd
His beft of Man, .and gave him up to tears
A fpace, till firmer thoughtsreftraind excefs,
And fcarce recoveing words his plaint renew’d.
Omiferable Mankind, to what fall
Degraded, to what wretched ftate referv'd!
Better end heer unborn, Why is life giv'n
To be thus wrefted fromus ? racher why
Obtruded onus thus ? who if we knew
‘What we receive, would either not accept
Llfe offer'd, or foon beg to lay it down, :
Glad to be fo difmift in peace. Canthus “1
Th' Image of God in man created once
S0 goodly and ere&, though faultie fince,
To fuch unfightly fufferings be debas'c
Under inhuman pains ? Why fhould not Man,
Retaining ftill Divine fimilitude .
In part, from {uch deformities be free,
And for his Makers Image fake cxempt ¢

Thir
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Thir Makers Image, anfwerd Michacl. then . {

~ Forfook them, when themfelves they villifid =~ - iy -

To ferve ungovérmd appetite, andtook . = "¢

. HisTmage whom ;hegéferv'd,za brutith vice, "

Inducive mainly to thefin of Bve. -

- Therefore fo abjed is thir punithment, = SR

Disfiguring not Gods likenefs, butthir own; -
Or if his likenefs, by themfelves defac’t -
While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules  ’
To loathfom ficknefs, worthily, fincethey -~ "%
Gods Image did not reverence in themfelves. "~
I yield it juft, faid 4dam, and fubmit. -~ %
Buzisthete yetno ether way, befides R
Thefe painful paflages, how we may come = ;.
To Death, and mix with our.connatural doft?, . i
There is, faid. Michael, if thou'well obferve. . 7
The rule of not too much, by temperance raught =~
Inwhat thou eatft-and drinkft, feeking from thence:
Due nourifiment, not gluttonous delight, . - 17
Till many years aver thy head return: o
So maitt thou live, till like ripg Fruit thoudrop .
Into thy Mothers lap, or be with ¢afe S

‘Gatherd, not harfhly plucke, for death mature:

This is old age; but then thou muft owtlive
Thy youth,thy firength,thy beanty which will change
To witherd weak and gray ; thy Senfesthen™ -
Obrufe, all rafte of pleafure muft forgoe, .

To what thou haft, and for the Aire of youth

~ Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reigne = = |

A melancholly damp of cold anddry -
Toweigh thy Spirits down, and [aft confume
The Balme of Life. To whom our Anceftor. -
Henceforth I flie not Death, nor would prolong -
Life much, bene sasher how I may bequit -~
. - BRI aire
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Faireftand eafie of s combrons dhm'gc, i

Which Imuft kegp till my appoinced day ST

. Of rendring up,. and padently athbnda s
My diffolovion. | Micheel. replid; -

Nor love thy Life, nor hate 5 b &hlut tbou hwﬁ .

Live well, how {ong ordhort permic toHeavin s -
And nogw poeparephre for andther ﬁghr Sl
He lookd and:f&w’ a-fpacious Piaiqe,,whcreon ¢
WeeelFedss of varionshue ; ‘by fome were hctds
Of Cattel gra¥ing: - others, whmce the found
Of Inftramentsthat ade melodious.chime - -
- ‘Was heard, of Hdrp and .Qrgan’; 5 and who doevd
Thir ftops dndc&o&ﬂs wasfeen ¢ his volant touch: -
Inftin& throtigh.alf proportions fowand high
Fled andl purfu'd sranfverfeche mfomntfngue
" Inothér pasvftood ione wiho-at the Foxge :.
Labouidig; two.maflie clods.of Iren-and Bmﬁ
thdtclm whothes found.wbere cafaal five !
Had wafted- woods oundMounigin.or in Vale, . ..’ f _
" Down.to the veinsiof Bareh,shenve gliding hot - ¢
- To formCaves motueky, orpmbiether waflit by ﬁneamx
From undergroud §: the'kqmd Otetie dramd
Into fitmoulds prépac'tl ; from whiichihe fo;rmd’
Firlt his own Fodles; 1tﬁen swhac might e&fe bew:onght'
Fiifil-or-gravin mmm:lt (After thefe,
* But on the hother ke d.different: forx .
From the high neighbouring Hills, wblch was. clm:’_
Down ta'the Plain defcended : by.shir guife  ( Seat,
Juft men they feernd, and all. thn: ftudy bcm L
To worfhip God avight, and knowehis works -
Not hid, nor thofe ¢hi ngwlaﬁ whith tight preferve
Freedomand: Peace to.on : they onthePlain -
Lobg fad gorwalkt, when fromthe: !Fctmbcbold
A Beavxe of fair Waomen, richly.gay . {,
: n
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In Gems and weapten.dtafs; to che Harphey fung/”
Soft amorous Diteies; and in.dancecame.ony - - .%.if

- TheMen though graste,, ey'd thoar,and:lpgchir eyes ¢

Rovewishostt aeib, till in the amorousNeg ». - .~ .. -

. Falt caughy, ghey lik'd; antleach his fiking chofe’s = T

And now of lovesbey toeat: till th' Bevnirig Syae ! A
Loves Harbingerappeerd ; hen dll inheqe <0 g
They lighe he Nuptisl Torch, and bid inveke - "1
Hymen, theafirl} ro mavriage Ritesinvok'ts. L
Wigh Fealtand Mafick all she Tensswofotnd, -5 )
Such happy interiew and fair evert . boeo 4
Of love andiyoxth nor oft, : ,Glﬂkpdc,'ﬂmrﬁ :
And charming Symphonies artad dohétieust - O

Of Adan, foon eadlin’d o admit dolight;” - .

. The bent of Nasure 5 which he thusexprefid, '

True opener of ‘mine cizes, psimei&ﬂgdtﬁkﬁ; o R
ope i

Of peaceful dayes poreands, then 5§h&ﬁ4miﬁt§ o

Thofe wereof ;hh(extndﬂzdd!,ompgin$mm;m +

v
[ S

" Here Nature {eoms.fulfilig in all hpridnds, = -+ '

Towhom thits Michizels: Judg noy whit igbeR 22

. By plcafﬁﬁ;ﬂwgh;ivw:me,feemlﬁgg!@g(:.:,1—,,: .
“Created; gswhonatt, vomoblerend .. - - -7

Holie and Rure, v@hﬁﬂ‘mﬁ'ﬁdfﬁm,.fx: i R
Thofs Tenssthorfaivt fo pleufant, weré the Tenes -
Of wiekegdnefs, wh hﬂhaltdwellbiﬂlﬁte: S
WhbAew hisBrather :fludions they-appere - -
OF Arts that polifh Life; Taventers ghid;- .
Unmindfel of shir Maker, thoughtiis Spirie -~ -
Taughe them, bus thoy fisgifés acknowledgd notie,
Yet they abeaurcots ofspring thail beget s~ -

For thay fairfomal Troop bheuﬁw{tﬁ,fha feemd

- Of Goddafles, fo blithe, fofimooth, f

ogay, .
Yet ompsyaf all-good whercinconfiiy - ©
n ' : o Wotnang
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-

Womans domeftic honour-and chief praife;

Bred onely and completed to-the tafte - -

Of luftful appetence; to fing, to dance,” ... : .
To drefs, and troule the Tongue, and roule the Ege.
To thefe that fober Race of Men, whofe lives . /-
Relifiousaitl'dfthem. theSonsof God; -~ =~
Shall yield up 4l thir vertue,all thir fame -
Ignobly, tothe'trdines and tothe fyiles - " -
©f thefe fair Atheifts, and now fwim in joy, : .« -
g%relong to fwimaclarge:) and laugh; for which -
The world erelong 2 world of tears muft weepe.
‘Towhom thus 4dam of tharejoy bereft, -

O pittie and (hame, thatthey who to livewell -

Enterd fo faire, fhould turnafide to tread -
Patlis indire®, or jin the mid way faint ! ‘
Ba flill IHee,che tenor of Mans:woe =
Holds on thefame, from Woman to begin, - .- i
From Mans effeminate flacknefs it begins, "
Said th’ Angel; who fhould beteer hold his place
By wifdome, and fupetiour gifts receav'd. il
But now:prgpare thee for anotherScenei: o4

He lookd and faw wide Térritoriefpred: "5+

Before him, Towns, and tural works betweenj
Cities of Men with lofey Gates and Towrs;; 176 = -
Concourf in Arms, fierce Faces threatning Wayr; -
Giants of mightie Bone, and bould emprife; =

~ Partwield thir Arms, partconrb the foaming Stéed,

Singleor in Atray of Battel rangd . .
Both Horfeand Eoot, nor idely muftring ftood ;-
One way a Band fele& from forage drives:. - -
A herd of Beeves, faire Oxenand faire Kide
From a fac-Meddow ground ; or fléecy Flock,
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plaine,

TFhir Bootic; fcarce wich Life the Shepherds ﬂye,ﬁ“t

\.:ih
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But cdllin aide, which makes 2 Bldody Ffaf{
With cruel Tournament the Squadrons joine 5
‘Where Cattle paftur’d late, now fcatterd lies

* With Carciffes ahd Armis th' enfanguind Field

Deferted : Others to a Citie ftrong . 5
Lay Seige, encampt ; by Batterie, Scale, and Mine, -
Affaglting ; others from the wall defend .
With Dartarid Jav'lin, Stones and fulfurous Fire ;

- Oneach hand flaughter and gigintic deeds.

In other part the fcepter’d Haralds call
To Council iri the Citie Gates : anon R
Grey-headed mien and grave, with Warriours mixr,

© Affemble; and Harangdes are heard, but foon

Infakiods oppolition, till at laft

- Of middle Age one rifing, eminént

In wife deport, fpake much of Righs and Wrong,
Of Jullice, of Religion, Truth and Peace,

And Judfmcntf from above ¢ him old and young
Exploded and had feiz'd wich violent hands,

- Hadnor 4 Cloud defcending foacch'd higti thencé |
“Unfeeti amid thethrong : fo violence

Proceeded, and Oppreffion, and Sword-Law
Through all the Plain, dnd refuge none was foufid.
Adam was all in téirs, and to hisguide
Lamenting turnd full fad ; O What are.thefe, |
Deaths Minifters, not Men, who this deal Death

“Inhumanly ro men, and multiply

. iy

Ten thioufandfould the fin of him whq flew. -
His Brother ; for of whom fuch maffacher -
Make they butof thit Brethren, men of men?
Rut who was that Juft Mari, whom had not Heav'n -

" Refcu'd, had in his Righteoufnefs bin loft ?

. Towhomthus Mjchael. Thefe arethe pfodxid :
Of thofe ill mated Marriages thou faw't: « - - |
TN
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Where good with bad were matchr, who of them-
Abhor to joyn 5 and by imprudence mixt, (felves -

‘Produce p'rodi‘gio‘us' Births of bodie or mind.
Suchwerehefe Giants, men of: high renown ;-
For in thofe dayes Might onely (hafl be admir'd,
And Valourand Heroic Vertu call'd ;

“To obercome in Battle, and fubdue

Nations, and. brinﬁ bome fpoils with infinite
Man-flaughter,(hall be held the highett pitch -

“Of human Glorie,and for Gloriedone

* Of triumph, to be ftyl'd great Conquerours,
Patrons of Mankind, Gods,and Sons of Geds,-
Deffroyers rightlier calld and Plagues of men.

-Thus Fame fhall be archiev'd, renown on Earth,
And what moft merits fame in {ilence hid, ‘

‘But hee the feventh fram thee, whom thou beheldft
The onely righteousin a AVorld perverfe,
And therefore ha ed, therefore fobefet

~ With Foes for daring lingle to be juft,
And utter edious Truth, that God would come

" Tojudge them witli his Saines:. Him the moft High
Rapr in a balmie Gloud with winged Steeds
.Did, asthou fawft, receave, to walk with God
High in Salvation.and the Climes of blifs,
Exempt from Death; to fhew thee what reward
Awaits the good, the reft what punithment 2

-Whichnow direct thine eyes and foon behold.

He look’d ;and faw the face of things guite chang'd,
The brazzn Throat of Warr had cealt sa roar, :
All now was curn'd to jollitic and game, _

To lusurie and riot, featt dnd dance,

Marrying or proftiuining, asbefell,

Rape or Adulterie, wheve pafling faire :
Allurd them ; thence from Cupsto cii Broikes.

Booek _2
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_ At lengtha Reverend Sire among them came;

_And of thir deings greac diflike declar'd,
And teftifid againft thir wayes ; hee oft
Frequented thir Affemblies, wherefo met;
Triumphs or Feltivals, and t6 them preachd
Converiion and Repentance, as:to Souls
In Prifon under Judgements imminenc s
But all invain : whichwhen he faw, he ceas'd
Contending, and remov’d his Tents farr off ;
Then ftom the Mountain hewing Timber tall,
Began to build a Veflel of huge bulk, .
Meafur'd by Cubit, length, 2nd breadth, and highth,
Smieard round with Pitch, and in the lide adore

- Contriv'd, and of provifions laid in large

"For Manand Beaft : when loe 2 wonder firangel -
Of every Beaft, and Bird, and Infe& fmall .
Came feavens; and pairs, and enterd in, as taught
Thir order : Iaft che Sire, and his thrée Sons o
With thir four Wives ;- and God made faft the dore,
Meanwhile the Southwind rofe, and with black wings
Wide hovering, all the Clouds together drove

From under Heav'n; the Hills.to their fupplie
Vapour, and Exhdlation dusk and moift,

Sent up amain; and now the thick'nd Skie- -
‘Like a dark Ceeling ftood ; down ruth'd the Rain
Impetuous, and continu'd vl the Eaxth '

No more wasfeen 5 the floating Vefel fwum
Uplifted ; and fecure with beaked prow .

Rode tilring o're the Waves, all dwellings elfe

Flood overwhelmd, and them with all thir pomp
Deep under water rould; Sea cover'd Sea, '
.Sea without fhoar ; and in thir Palaces ‘
Where luxurie late reign’d, Sea-monfters whelp'd
And ftabl'd ; of Mankind, fo numerons late, =

' S Xa Al
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All left, in one fmall bottom fwum imbark’t. Book

How didft thou grieve then, Adam, to behold -
The endof all thy Ofspring, endfofad, . - | Towho
Depopulation ; thee another Floud, . ITri
Of tears and forrow a Floud thee alfo drown'd, Fielf
+ And funk thee as thy Sons ; till gently reard - | Aol
By th' Angel, onthy feet thou ftoodft at laft, 1 Whoh
‘Though comfortlefs, asawhen a Father mourns | Subdg
- His Children, allin view deftroyd at oncey Fame
~ And fcarce to th’ Angel urterdft thus thy plaint. ; Shll
O Vifions ill forefeen! berter had 1 | Sue
Liv'dignorant of future, fo had borne - Rk
My partof evil onely, each dayes lot ‘ | The,
Anough tobeare; thofe now, that were difpent - Skl
The burd'n of many Ages, on me light " 1 And
~ Atonce, by my forekrowledge gaining Birth Infy
Abortive, to torment me ere thir bein : Aga
With thought ghat they muft be. Let no man feek The
Hengeforth 1o be forerold what fhall befall . { Wo
Him or his Childern, evil he may be fure,  Sha
- Whichneither bisforeknowing can prevent, - Mo
And hee the futare evil thallno lefs R
1n apprehenfion then in fubftance feel ;
Grievous to bear : but that care now is paft, ! O
Man isnot whem to warne : thofe few efcapt ‘ I

- Famin and anguifk will at laft confume - A

Wandring that warrie Defert : 1 had hope Q
" When violence was ceas't, and Warr on Earth, ¢
Allwould have then gon well, peace would have S
With length of happy dayesthe race of man ; (crownd 1
But I was farr deceav'd ; for now Ifee :
Peace to corrupt no lefs then warr to wafte, |
How comes it thus ? unfould, Celetiial Guide,
And whether bere the Race of manwill end.

e P T°
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To whom thus. Michael. Thofe whom laft thou fawft 4

In Triumphand luxurious wealth, arethey .
Firftfeen ina@s of prowefs eminent
And great exploits, but of true vertu void;

. 'Who having fpilt much blood, and don xﬁtrchr!ﬁa,ﬁc

Subduing Nations, and achievd thereby -

- Fame in the World, hitgh titles, and rich prey,
3

Shall change thir courfe to pleafure,<afe, and floth,
Surfet, and luft; till wantonnefs and pride .
Raife ont of friendfhip hoftil deeds in Peace,
The conquerd alfo, and enflav’d by Warr

n&l thir freedom loft all vertu loofe :
And fear of God, from whom thir pietiefeign'd
Infharp conteft of Battel found no aide _
Againft invaders ; therefore coold inzzale .
Thenceforth fh’alf practice how to live fecure,
‘Worldlie or diffolute, on whatthir Lords .

" Shall leave them to enjoy 3 for th' Earth fhall bear

* More then anough, that temperance may betri'd:

- So all fhall turn degenerate. all deprav'd,

SO

Juftice and Temperance, Truth and Faith fo.rgof .

~One Man except, the onely Son of light

In adark Age, againft example good,

Againftallurement, cuftom,anda World )

Offended ; fearlefs of reproach and fcorn,
Or violence, hee of thir wicked wayes

. Shall them admonifh, and before themfet
- The paths of rightéoufnefs, how much more fafe,

And full of peace, denouncing wrauth to come
On thir impenitence ; and fhall returne
Of them derided,but of Godobferyd - .
The one juft Man alive ; by his command

Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheld@,
- To fave bimfelf and houfhiold from amidft

X;. ‘ A
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A World devote to nmverfal rack.

No fooner hee with them of Man and Beaﬁ:
Sele& for life thatl in the Arkbe lodg'd,

And thelterd vound, but all the Cawta&s .
_Of Heav'n ftr open o the Earth fhall powre
' Raine day and night, all fountalhs of the Deep -
Broke up, fhall heave the Qceanto ufurp -

- Beyond all baunds, till inundation rife.

Above thehigheft Hills : then (hall chis Moum:
Of Paradife by might of ‘Wavesbe moovd -

‘Out of his'place, pufbd by the horned floud,
With all his verdu)(‘c fpoitd, and Trees adrnf;
Down the great River to the op'ning Gulf,

- And there wake root an Hand falt and bare,

The haunt of Sealesangd: Ofrcs, and Sea-mews clang,
To teach theé that God attributes to place RS
No fan&itié; i none be thither bx’ougbt T

By Men who thiere frequent, or therein dwell.”
And now what further fhy enfue; behold.

He lookd; dnd faw the Ark hull onthe ﬂoud
~Which now abared for theClouds were fled, -
Driva by akeen North-winde, that blowmg drxe
wrinkl'd the face of Peluge, asdecai'd ;

. And the cleer Sun on his wide watrie Glafs

Gaz'd hot, and of thefrefh Wave largely drew,
Asafter thirft, which made thir Sowing fhrink-

From ﬁandmg lake to tripping ¢bbe, thatftole

With foft foot.towards the deep, who now had ftopt
His Sluces, as the Heav'n his windows fhut.

. The Ark ns more now fotes, but feems on ground

Falt on the top of fom ligh moyntain fxt.
* And now the topsof Hills as Rocks appeer ;
With (lamor thence the rapid Currents drive
Towax ds the retreatmg Sea thir furlqus tyde,
: L g GOpglE Forth.
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Forthwichfrom outthe Avke i Raven Bles, 57>
. And afeer bim, the forer meffenper, = > "{{ -
A Dove fentforth.once and agentoYpie /51Tt
Green Tree of ground whereon his foot may 4%5@- :
The fecond time returning; in his Bill - . .
At Olive leafe he brings, pacific figne:
Anon driegebund appeers, dnd fgmhis Avrke! i/
" Theancient Sirt defcends wichi ‘all Ms Tesin ;- PR o
Then with upbifeat hands, and egies dovgue, 1271 -
Grateful tb Maav'sl, over bl hedd bebiblds' - -
* Adewie Cloud, md in theClond2Bow =~ .
: Confplamlevmb three lifted colbgrsgay) -1
Beok'ning peate from God ;' and: Cov'nint ew.
Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo fad '
Greatly rejoyc’d, and shus his joy broke forth.
O thou who future things canft reprefent
As prefent, Heav'nly inftrudter, Irevive
- At this laft (ight,affur’d that Man thall live
With all the Creatures, and thir feed preferve.
Farr lefs I now lament for one whole world
- Of wicked Sons deftroyd, then I rejoyce
-For one Man found fo perferand fo jutt,
That God voutfafes to raife another World -
From him, apd alhhis anger. ta fovger. . ° “
Bu fay, what mean thof: colourd treaks in “Heavn,
Diftended as the Brow of God appeas'd, ‘
‘Orferve they as a flourie verge to binde
The fluid skirts of that fame watrie Cloud,
Leaft icagain-diffolve and fhowr the Earth ? -
Towhom th Archangel. Dextroufly thou aim'tt
So willingly doth God remit his Ire,
Though late repenting him-of Mandeprav'd,
Griev'd at his heart, when looking do n he faw
Thc whole EA\‘th it} d w xth violence, and all ﬂcfh

X4.-‘., - Cor-
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Corrupting each thir way ; yet thofe remoov'd,
Such grace fhall one jult Man find it hisfight, :

. That he relénts, not to blot out mankind,: -
‘And makes a Covenant never to deftroy -

T'be Earth again by flood, nor lex the §ea
Surpafs his bounds, nor Rainto drown the World .
With Man zherein or Beaft ;- but when hebrings .-
Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein fer

His triple- cajour'd Bow, whereon tolook

'And call to mind his Cov'nant: Day and Night,
Seed time and Haveft, Heat and hoary Froft - - -

* ghall hold cthir courfe, till fire purge all chings new,,
Both Heav'n and Earth, wherein the juft fhall dwell.

‘
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BOOK XIL

-

THE ARGUMENT.

The Angel Michael continnes from the Flood te ve-

late what (ball. fucceed then, in the meniion of
‘Abraham, comes by degrees to explain, whe that
Seed of the Woman [hall be , which was promifed
Adam and Eveinthe Fall 5 bis Incarnation, Death,
Refurrettion, and Afcentiony the flate of the Church
till his fecond Coming. Adam greatly fatisfied and
recomforted by thefe Relations and Promifes de-

feends the Hill with Michael; wakens Eve, who-

all this while bad Jlept, but with gentle dreams
composd to gquietnefs of mind and [ubmiffion.
Michael iz -either band leads them ont of Para-
dife, the fiery Sword waving behind them, and

the Chernbins taking thir Stations to guard the

{Mce, L
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A S one who in his journey bates at Noone,
_ .. Though bent on fpged, fo heer the Aveh-
A - angelpausd - o ¢
"7 Betwixt the world deftioy'd and werld “te-
I Adam aught perhaps might interpofe;  ( ftor'd,
Then with tranfition {fweet new Speech refumes.
Thus thou haft feen one World begin.aad end 5
And Man as from a fecond ftock proceed.
Much chou baft yet to fee, but I perceave
Thy mortal fight to faile ; objects divine
Muft needs impaire and wearie human fenfe :
* Henceforth what is ro com Iwill relate, B
. Thou therefore give due audience, and attend.
"This fecond fourf of Men, while yet but few;
And while the dread of judgemene paft remafns:
Frefh in thir mindes, fearing the Deitie, ’
With fome regard to.what is juft 'a_ndrrigh;
Shalllead thir lives, and multiplie apace,
Labouring the {oilé, and reaping plentéous crop, -
Cornwine and oylé ; ‘and from the herd ar Rock,
Of: facrificing Bullock, Lamb, or Kid,
With large VWne;on¢1'ings pour'd, and facred Featt,
Shal fpend thirdayesinjoy unbfamd; and dwell
Long time in peacé by Familiesand Tribes
Under paternal vule ; till oncdhall rife :
Of proud ambitious heart, whe net content -
With fiir equalitie, fravepnal ftate, . = N
Will arrogate Dominion undgfarv'd .
Over his brethren, and quite difpoffels
Concord and Iaw of Nature from the Earth |
- Hunting ( and Men not Beafts{lall be his game } -
- With Warr and hoftile fnare fuch as refufe ‘.
T L. om o os Su
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Subjection to his Empire tyrannous:
A mightie Hunter thence he fhall be ftyl'd
Before the'Lord, as in defpite of Heav'n,

* = ©Or from Heav’n cJaming fecond Sovrantie ;

- Obftru@ Heav'n Towrs, and in derifion fets /

And from Rebellion (hall derive bis name,

- Though of Rebellion others he accufe. »

Hee witha crew, whom like Ambition joyns

With him or under him to tyrannize, .o
Marchingfrom Eden towards the Weft, fhall finde
The Plain, wherein a black bitumirious gurge =
Boiles out from under ground, the mouth of Hell

Of Brick, and of that finff they caft to build ;
A Citie and Towre, wkofe top may reach to Heav'n;

.And get chemfelves a name, leaft far difperft
- In foraifn Lands thir memorie be loft - o

Regardlefs whether good or evil fame.
But God who oft defcends to vific men

Unfeen, and through thir habitations walks -

To mark thir doings, them beholding foon,
Comes down o fee thir Citie, ere the Tower

Upon thir Tongues 3 various Spirit to rafe

" Quite out thir Native Language. and inftead

To fow a jangling noife of words unknown :
Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud -
Among the Builders ; eachto othercalls

* Not underftood, till hoarfe, and all inxage,

As mockt they ftorm; great laughter wasin Heav'n
And looking down, to fee the hubbub firange =
And hear the din ; thus was the building left
Ridiculous, and the work Confiifion nam’d.
: Whereto thas A4dem fatherly difpleas’d. .

O execrable Son fo to afpire

Abc%v_c .
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Above his Brethren, to himfelf affuming '
Authoritieufarpt, from God not givn':

He gave us onely over Beaft, Filh, Fow!

© Dominion abfolute; that right 'we hold

By hisdonation; butManovermen = '
He made not Lord ; fuch title to himfelf R
Referving, human left from buman free.

But this Ufurper his encroachment proud

Stayes not onMan; to God his Tower intends

Siege and defiance: Wretched man ! what food
‘Will be convey up thither to fuftain S
Himfelf and his ralb Armie, where thin Aire
Abeve the Clouds will pine hisentrails grofs,
And famifh him of Breath, if not of Bread "

. To whomthus Michael. Jultly thou abhore'ft

That Son, who on the quiet fateof men =~
Such trouble brought, affeding ro fobdug
Rational Libertie ; yet know withall,

Since thy originat lapfe, true Liberrie

Isloft, which alwayeswith right Reafon dwells
Twinn'd, and from her hathno dividiat being:

Reafon in man obfcur'd, or notobeyd,

Immediately inordinate dcfires

And upftare Patlions carch the Government
~ From Reafon, and to fervicude reduce
Man til thenfree. Therefore fince hee permits ,
Within himfelf unworthie Powers to reign
Over free Reafon, God in Juigement juft
Subjedts him from without to violent Lords;
Who oft as undefervedly enthrall -
His outward frecdom : Tyrannie muft be,
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excufe.

Yet fomtimes Nations will declinefolow -

o L From
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From vertue, which is reafon, that no wrong,

But Juftice, and fome fatal curfe annexc

Deprives them of thir outward libertie,

Thir inward loft : Witnefsch’ irreverent Son.

-Of bim who built the Ark, who for the fhame

" Donto his Father, heard this heavie curfe,

Servant of Servams, on his vitious Race.

Thus will this latter, as the former World,
- 8till tend from bad to worfe, till God 3z faft

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw R
His prefefice from among them, and avert '
His holy Eyes ; refolving from thenceforth T
To leave them to thir own polluted wayes;

And one peculiar Nation to fele® .

From all the reft, of whom to beinvok'd,

A Nation from one faithful man to fpring :

Him on this fide Eupbrates yet refiding,

Bred up in Idol-worfhip ; O that men '

( Canft thou believe? ) fhould be fo ftupid grown,
While yet the Parriark liv'd, who fcap’d the-Flood,
As to forfake the living God, and fall o
To worfhip thir own work in Wood and S:one.

For Gods! yet him God the moft High voutfafes

' To call by Vilion from his Fathers houfe,

- His kindred and falfe Gods, into a Land o
Which he will fhew him, and from him will raife
A mightie Nation, and upon him fhowre
His benedi®ion fo, that in his Seed - ,

“All Nations fhallbebleft ; he firaight obeys,
Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes
I fee him, bur thou canft not, with what Faich -

» Heleaveshis Gods, his Friends, and native Soile
©r of Chaldea; pafling now the Ford T .

. L : Q
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To Haran, aftei hima cumbrous Train .

Of Herdsand Flocks, and numegous fervitude §
- Not wandring paor, but trufting all his wealch

With God, who call'd bir, in.a land unknown. -
. Canaar he pow attains, 1 fee his Tents
Pitcht about Seckem, and the neighbouring I Plainie
Of Moreb; thereby promife he receaves
Gift to his Progcme of all that Land ;
From Hampsh Northward to the Defert'Sonth
( Things by thir names I cali, though yer unnam’d )
. From Hermon Eaft to the great Weftern Sea;
Mount Herman, yonder Sea, eschi place behold -
In profpect, as I point them on the fhoare
~ Mount Carmel ; here the double-founted ftream
Jordan, true limie Eaftward ; but his Sons -
Shalldwell to Senir, that long fidge of HIUS

This pondcr that all Nations of the Earth
‘Shallin his Seed be bleffed ; by that Seed - ,
Is meant thy greatdelivérer, whothall bruife :
The Serpents head ; whereof to thee afon
Plagglier fhall be reveald. This Patriarch bleft, . .
Vm)m { faitbful Abrabam dye time fhall call,

A Son, and of his Son 2 Granid-childe leaves,

Like him in faith, in wifdom, ard renown;.

The Grandchilde with cwelve Sonsmcreai’c departs
From Cenaan, 1o aLand hereafter cali d .
- Egypt, divided by the River Nile ‘ ‘
See where it flows, difgorging ar. fcaven mouthes
Into the Sea: to-fojournin thar Land
. He comesinyired by ayongerSes. . -
Tritime of dearsh, 2 Son whofe wortby deeds
Raife him to be. the fecond in  that Realme -

Of Pharaoi thetre he dies, dod feaves his Race G
o \ row-

\
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~ Growing into 2 Nation, and now grown .

Sufpected to a fequént King, who fecks -

* To ftop thir overgrowth, as inmate guefts R
Too numerous; whence of guefts he makes them flaves
Inhofpirably, and kills thir infant Males :

Till by two brethren ( thofe two brechren call -
Mofesand Aaron) fent from God to claime

_Hispeople from enthralment, they return a

" With glory and fpoile back to thir promis’d Land.
But firft the lawlefs Tyrant, who denies
To know thir God, or meflage to regard,

Mauft be compelld by Signes and Judgements dive;

To blood unfhed the Rivers muft be turnd, :

Frogs, Lice and Flies muft all his Palacefll

With loath’d intrufion, and fill all thie land 5

His Cattel muft of Rot and Murren die,

Botches and blaines muft all his flefh imbofs,

And all his people ; Thunder mixt with Haile,

Haile mixt with fire mut rend tb’ Egyprian Skie

And wheel on th’ Earth, devouring where it rouls ;

What it devours not, Herb, or Fruit, or Graine,

A darkfom Cloud of Locufts fwarming down

Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing greens

Durknefs muft overfhadow all his bounds,

Palpable darknefs, andblot out three dayes ;

Laft with one midnight ftroke all the firft-bora

Of Egypt muft liedead. Thuswith ren wounds

The River-dragontam’d at length fubmits -

To let his fojournersdepart, and oft

Humbles his ftubborn heart, but ftill as Tce

More hard’'nd after thaw, till in his rage

Purfuing whom-he late difmifsd, che Sea

Swallows bim' with his Hoft, but them lets pafe ‘
S " ; As
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As ondrie land between twd chriftal walls, -
Aw'd by therod of Mafes fo toftand
Divided, till his refcu’d gain thir fhoar ¢
Such wondrous power God to his Saint will lend,
Though prefent in his Angel, who fhall goe
- Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire,
By day a Cloud, by night a Pillar of Fire, - -
To guide themin thir journey, and remove
Behinde them, while th’ obdurat King purfues 2
All nighr he will purfue, buc his approach
“Darknefs defends between till morning Watch 5
‘Then through the Firey Pillar and the Cloud
God looking forth will trouble all his Hoft )
And eraze thir Chariot wheels : when by command
- Mofes once more his potent Rod extends -
" Over the Sca ; the Sea his Rod obeys 3 -
On thir imbattelld ranks the Waves retutn,
And overwhelmthir Warr : ‘the Race ele@
Safe towards Canaan from the (hoar advance
Through the wilde Defert, not the readieft way,
Leaft entring onthe Canaanise allarmd
Warr terrifie theminexpert, and feare
- Return them back to Egypt, choofing rathe
Inglorious life with fervitude 5 for life '
To noble and ignoble is more fweer . - o
Untraind in'Armes, where rafhnefs leads not ont.
Thisalfo fhal) they gainby thirdelay =~ -
Inthe wide Wildernefs, there they fhall found
Thir government, and thir great Senate choofe - -
Through the iwelve Tribes, to rule by Laws ordaind ¢
God from the Mount of Sinai, whofe gray top
Shall tremble, be defcending, will himfelf
* In Thunder Ligbtning and foud Tfumpets foind .. ..
' - Orddine
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©Ordaine them Eawes 5 part fuch as appertaine
Tocivil Juftice, part religious Rites ‘
Of facrifice, informing them, by rypes
And fhadows, of that deftind Seed to bruife
~ The Serpent, by what means he thall achieve
Mankinds deliverance. But the voice of God
Fo mortal eare is dreadful ; they befeech
That Mofes miiht report to them his will,
And terror ceafe; he grants what they befaughe
Inftrudted that vo God is no accefs '
" Without Mediator, whofe high Office now
Mofes in fignrebeares, tointroduce
Oue greater, of whofe day he fhall foretell,
And all the Prophetsin thir Age thetimes
Of great Mzfiab thall fing. Thus Laws and Rites
%(‘t)abli(ht, fuch delight hath God in Men

edient to his will, that he voutfafes
Among them to fet up his Tabernacle,
The holy One with martal Men-to dwell :
By his prefcript 2 San@®uary is fram'd
Of Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein
AnArk; and in the Ark his Teftimony,
TheRecords of his Cov'nant, over thefe
A Mercie-feat of Gold between the wings
Oftwo bright Cherubim, before himbarn Y7
Seaven Limps as ina Zodiac reprefenting -
The Heav'nly fires ; overthe Tenta Cloud
Shall reft by Day, a hiery galfeame by Nighe,
Savewhen they journie, and aslength they come,

hoe

Conducted by his Angel to the Land

Promisd to .4brabam and his Sced : the reft

Were long to-tell, how. many Battels fought,

How many Kings deftroyd, aed Kingdoms won, o
T Y © Or

L}
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'Or how the Sun fhall inmid Heav'n fland ftilk

A day entire, and Nights due courfeadjourne,

Mans votce commapdmg, Sunin Gibeon ftand,

And thou Moon in the vale of Aéalon;

Till /frael overcome ; fo ¢allthe third

From _Abvabam,Son of Ifaac, and from hiin.

His whole defcent, who thus thall Canaanwin, - «
Here: Adam interpos’d, O fent from Heav'n,

Enhghtner of my darknefs, graciousthings

Thou haft reveald, thofe chiefly which concerne - -

Jift Abrabam and hisSeed : now firft I finde

Mine eyes true op’ning, and my heart much eas'd,

E:while perplext with thoughts what would becom

Of mee and 4ll Mankind ; bur now I fee

Hisday,in whomall Nanons fhall be bleft,

Favour unmerited by me, who fought - ...-

Forbidd'n knowledge by forbidd’n’ meaxisi . L

This yet I apprehend not, why: to thofe: «. :

Among wtom God will déigneta dwall on Earth

So many and fo various Laws nre.gw n; »

So many Laws argue fo many fins

~ Among them; how-can God with fuch refide 2

To whom (hus Michacl. Doibrict. but that ﬁn
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ;"
And therefore was Law given themro edingg -
Thir natural prayitie, byftxmng up- '
Sin againft Law to fighv ;. thav when they, fce
Law can difcover fin, bar. not Temove, i
Save by ‘thofe thadowie expiations weak, .
The bloud of Bullsand Goat; they m.y <onclude
Some bloud more prec:ous muit be paid tor Man,
Juft for uajuft, that in fuch righteoufnefs
To them by Fa t .imputed, (hey siray finde

A

Julti;
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]u(’aﬁcanqn towards God, and peace S
Of Confcience, whichthe Law by Céremonics
Cannot appeafe, nor Man the mtoral part
Perfotm, and.not performirig cannor live.
So law appeas ithperfet, and bur'giv'n -
With parpofe to refign them in full time
Up to abetcer Cov'nant, difciplind -
From fhadowie Typesto Truth, from Flefh to Spmt.
From impofition of ftri& Laws, to free
Acceptance of large Grace, from fervil fear -
To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. -
‘And therefore fhall not 4 ofes, though of God
Highly belov'd, being but the Minifter’
Of-Law, his people into Canaanlead; -
But gajhlm whiom the Gentiles Jefus call, *
His Name and Office’bearing, who fhalt qncll
The adverfarie Serpent,and bsing back - ‘
Thtough the worlds wildernefs long wanderd man
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft, - .
Meanwhile they in thir eathly Canain plnc ¢
“Long time fhall dwellarid profper;, but when fing
National interrupe thir public peace, =
Frovoking God to raife them ememies:
Ftom whom.as oft he faves’thém penitent

By Judges firft, then under Kings; of whom
The fecond, both for pncucrenownd LT
‘And puiffant deeds, a-promife (hall receive
Trrevocable , that his RegalThrone -+~
For ever fhall ehdure ; thelike fhall fing .
All Prophecte, That of the Royal Stock - %
Of David (folname thisKing ) fhall rife
A Son, the Womans Seed to thee foretold,
Forctold co Abrabam, as inwhom fhallraft

x¥a A
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All Nations, and to Kings foretold, of ngs
" The laft, for of hisReign fhalt be no cnd
But firlt along fucceflion muft enfue,
And his next Son for Wealth and erdomfamd
The clouded Ark of God till chenin Tents
Wandring, fhallin a glorious Temple enfhrine,
Such follow him, as fhall be regifterd
Part good, part bad, of bad thc longer fcrowle,
Whofe foul Idolatries, and other faults
Heapt to the popular fumme, will fo incenfe
God, as to leave them, and expofe thir Land,
Thir Citie, bis Temple, and his holy Ark
_ With all his facred things, a fcorn and prey. :
To that proud Citie, whefe high \Walls thoa fawht
"Leftin confuﬁon, 2abylan thenee call'd.
There in capivitie ht ers themdwell -
The fpace of feventie jrears, thenbriags them bads,
" Remembring mercie, and his Cov'naat fworn
To David, ftablifht as the dayes of Hgab'n,:
Returnd feom Babylom by leave of Kings -
* Thir Lords, whor Goddifpos'd;, thdﬁ&r&nf God
They firft re.edlﬁe, andfor: a while ‘
In mean eftace Jive moderate, titl grdwn)
In wealth and muleitude; factiousth i
But firft among the Pricftsdiffenfion pmmgs,
Men who attend the Altar, and fliowld moft -
"Endeavour Peace : 'thir.firife potution bmngs.; .
Upon the Temple ie f¢If: at faft they feife
TheScepter, and regard ot Davids Sons, *
Then loofe it to a firanger, that the true
Anointed King Ae(fiarmighs be born
Barr'd of his right ; yer-at tis Birth a$yart
Unfeen beforein Heav'n proclatms hu#com, e
D
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And guidesthe Eaftern Sages, who énquire -~
His place, to offer Incenfe, Myrrh, and Gold ;.
His place of birth a folemn Angeltells - -
To {imple Shepherds, keeping watch by nighr;
They gladly thither hafte, and by 2 Quire
Of {quadrond Angels hear his Carol {ung.
A Virgin is his Mother\ but his Sire
‘The Power of the moft High ; hefhall afcend
The Throne héreditarie, and bound his Reign R
With earths wide bounds, his glory with the Heav’ns,
He ceas’d, difcerning 4dam with fuch joy
Surcharg'd, as had like grief bin dew'd in tears,
Without the vent of words, which thefe he breathd.
* O Prophet of glad tidings. finifher ,
~ Of utmolt hope! now clear ITunderftand .
. What oft my fteddieft thoughts have fearchrinvain, -
- Why our great expe®ation fhould be calld
The feed of Woman: Virgin Mother, Haile,
High inthe love of Heav'n, yet from my Loynes
Thou fhalt proceed, and from thy Womb the Son
Of God moft High ; 80 God with man unires.
Needs muft the Serpent now his capital bruife
Expe® with mortal paine: fay where and when -
Thir fight, what ftroke fhall bruife the Vi&ors heel.
To whom thus Afichael. Dream not of thir fight,
As of a Duel, orthelocal wounds -
Of head orheel : not therefore joyritqghe Son
Manhood to God-head, with more &rength to foil
“Thy enemie ; nor fo is overcome
Satan, whofe fall from Heav'n, adeadlier bruife,
Difabl'd not to give thee thy deaths wound :
Which hee, who comes thy Saviour, fhall recure,
Notby deftroying Saran, but his' works
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In thee and in thy Seed ¢ nor ¢anthisbe, ... .

But by fulfilling that which thou didft want,
‘Obedience to the Law of God, imposd |

‘On penaltieof death, and fuffering death, - L

~ The penaltie to thy tranfgreffion due,

* And due to theirs which out of thine will grow :

.

So onely can high Juftice reft appaid.

The Lawof God exa& he fall fulfill .
Both by obedience and by love, though love
Alonefulfill the Law ; thy punifhment

He fhall endure by coming in the Flefh

To areproachful lifeand curfed death,
Proclaiming Lifé to all who fhall believe

In hisredemption, and that his obedience
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his merits o
To fave'them, not thir own, though legal works.
For this he fhall live bated, be blafphem’d, .
Seis'd on by force, judgd, and to death conderand
A fhameful and accurft, naild tothe Crofs . .

By his own Nation, (laine for bringing Life |

But to the Crofs he nailes thy Enemies,

" The Law that is againft thee, and the fins

Of all mankinde, with him there crucifi'd,

Never to hurt them more who rightly tryft

In this bis fatisfaction ; fo hedies,

But foonrevives, Death over him.no power

Shall long ufugps ere.the third dawning light
Returne, the Starres of Morn fhall fee him rife
Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light, .
Thy ranfom paid, which Man from death redeems,
His death for Man, as many as offerd Life

Negle not, and the benefit imbrace = c
By Faithnot veid of workes : this God-likead
P : : o N Anqnl,

it
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‘Annuls thy doom, the death thou fhouldft have'dy d
In finfor ever loft from life ; thisa&. E
Shall bruife the head of Sazan, crufh hls ﬁrcngth '
Defeating Sin and Death, his two maine armies, -
And fix farr deeper in h:s head thir ftings -
Then temporal death fhall bruife the Vidors heel,
Or theirs whom he redeems, adeach like fleep,
A gentlewafting to immortal Life,
Nor after refurrection fhall he ftay
Longer on Earth then certaine times to appccr
To his Difciples, Men who in his Life
Still follow'd him; ro them fhall leave in charge
To teachall nations what of him they learn'd ..
“And his Salvation, them who (hali beleeve
Baptizing in the ptoﬁuent fream, the figne
Of wafhing them from guilc of fin to Life
Pure, and inmind prepar’d, if fo befall,
For death, like that which the redeemer dy d.
AllNations they fhall teach ; for from that day
Not onely to the Sons of Abmhams Loines -
- Salvation fhall be Preacht, but to the Sons
Of Abrahams Faith wherever throughthe world ;. -
So in-hisfeed all Nations fhall bebleft. :
Thento the Heav’n of Heav'ns he (hall afcend
Withvi&ory, triumphing through the aire
Over his foesand thine ; there f(hall fur prife
The Serpent, Prince of aire, angd drag in Chaines
- Throughall hisRealme, and there confounded lcave
Then epter into glory, and refame . -
His Seat at Gods right band, exalred high
Above all names in Hea» n s and thence thall come,
When this worlds dxfoluuon Mhallbe ripe, - .
With glory and power to judge boxh quick and dead
Y 4 i To ,

1
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- To judgeth’ unfaithful dead, butto reward =~
‘ His faithful, and receave them into blifs, '
"+ Whether in Heav'n or Barsth, for then the Earth .
-~ Shall all be Paradife, far tisppier place - . :

- Then this of Eden, and fur happier daies.

' Sofpaketh' Archangel Michsel,thenpaus'd,” .
Asartthe Worlds great period ; and ourSie |~ *
Replete with joy and wonder thus replid. .

* - O goodnefs infinite, goodnefsimmenfe!.

Thar alliehis good of evil (hall produce,

And evil torn to good ; more wonderful -

Then that which by creation fitft brought forth
. Light outof darknefs ! full of doub I ftand,
Whether 1thould repent me now of fin
. By mee doae and occafiond, or rejoyce :
‘Mauch more,that much more good thereof fhall fpring,
To God more glory, more geod will to Men
From God, and over wrauth grace fhall abound.
But fay, if-our deliverer up to Heav'n
Muft reafcend, what will betide the few
His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd,
Theenemies of truth; who then fhall gpide
His people, who defend ? will they not deale
Worf{with his followers then with him they dealc?

Be fure they will, faid th’ Angel; but from Heav'n
Hee to his own a Comforter will fend, .
The promife of the Father, who fhall dwell
His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith
Working through love, upon thir hearts fhall write,
To guide themin all tyuch, and alfo arme
With fpiritual Armour, able to refift
Satans affaults, and quench his fierie darts,
What man cando againftthem, not affraid, = -

' : : Though

4
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Though to the death, againft fuch crueltics . R
With inward confolations recompencls, -
And oft fupported fo as fhall ameze:

Thir proudeft perfecurers: for the Spirie. -
Powrd firft on his Apoftles, whom he fends

To evangelize the Nations, thenonall :
Baptiz'd, fhall them with wondwous giftséndue

- Tofpeak.all Tongues, and do-all Miracles,
As did thir Lord ‘before them. Thus they win
Great numbers of each. Natiento receave .
With joy the tidings broughtfrom Heav'n:atlength,
Thir Miniftry perforte'd, and race wellran, - 1
Thir do&rine and thir fory writtenleft,

They die ; but in thir room, as they forewarne,
Wolves (hall fuoceed for teachers, grievous Wolves,
Who all the facred myfteries of Heavn "
To thir own vile advantages fhall turne -
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth
With fuperftitionsand traditions taint,
Left onely in thofe written Records pure,
Though not burby the Spirit underRood, ,
“Then fhall they feek to avail themfelves of names,
Placesand titles, and with thefe to joine
Secular power, though feigning fiill to a& -
By fpiritnal, to themfelves appropriating
The Spirit of God, promisd alikeand giv'n
Toall Beleevers ; and fromthat pretenfe,
Spiritual Lawes by carnal power (hall force o
~ On every confcience; Laws which none fhall finde
Left them inrould, or what the Spirit within :
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then
Bur force the Spirit of Grace it felf, and binde
His confort Libertie; what, but unbuild, -
: : . His
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His living Temples, built by Faith to ftand, -
Thir own Faith not anothers : for on Earth
‘Who againft Faith and Confcience can be heard
- Infallible? yet many will prefame: =
- Whence heavie perfecution fhall arife '
On all who in the weffhip perfevere . . .
Of Spiritand Truth ; the reft, farc greater part;
 Well deem in outward Rites and fpecious formes :
Religion farisfid ; Truth fhall retire e
Beftuck with flandrousdasts, and works of Faith
Rarely befound : fo fhall the World goe on,
"Fo good malignant, to bad men benigne, -
Under her own waight groaning till the day
Appeer of refpiration to the jult, -
A_nciljvcg‘gca(nc,e;to-‘;he wicked, atreturn
Of him fo lately promifsd to thy aid
. -The Womans {zed, obfcurely. then foretold, .
- Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord,
- ‘Latt in the Clouds from Heav'n tobe reveald
Inglory of the Father,to diffolve =~
' Satan with his perverted World, then raife
From the conflagrant mafls, purg'd and refin'd,
New Heav'ns, new Earth, Ages of endlefs date
. Founded in righteoufnefs ‘and peace and love
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Blifs,
He ended ; and thus Adam lak reply'd.
How foon hath thy predi&ion, Seer bleft,
Meafuor’d thistranfient World, the Race of time, °
Til time ftand fixt : beyound is all abyfs,
Eternitie, whofe end no eye canreach.
Greatly inftru®ed I fhall hence deparr,
Greatly in peace of thoughr, and have my fill .
Of knowledge, what this Veflel can containe ;
. : Beyond

r
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- Beyond which was my folly to afpire.

Henceforth Ilearne, that toobey isbeft,
And love withfear the onely God, to walk -
Asin his prefence, ever to obferve ‘

B

: His providence, and on him fole depend,
‘Mercifall over all his works, with good

Still overcoming evil, and by fmall. o

Accomplifhing great things, by shings deemd wek

Subverting worldly firong, and worldly wife - .
- By imply meck; that fufering for Truths fake

- Isfortitude to higheft viQorie, T
. Andto the faithfal Death the Gate of Life F

Taughe this by his example whom I now .
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft. '
To whom thusalfo th' Angel laft replid <
This having learnt, thou haftattaind the fumme »
Of wifdome ; hope no higher, though all che Searrs -
Thou knewft by name, and all th’ etherea] Powers,

All fecrets of the deep, all Natures works, .

Or works of Godin Heav'n, Aire, Earth, or Sea;‘ -

. And all theriches of this World enjoydit,

_ And all the rule, one Empire;, onely add

Deeds to thy knowledge anfiwerable, add Faith,
Add vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love,
By name to come call'd Charitie, the foy] -

- Of allthe reft : thenwilt theu not be loath

To leave this Paradife, but fhalt poffefs , °,,
A paradife within thee, happier farr. '

- Let us defcend now therefore from this top
-Of Speculation ; for the hour precife .

Exa@s our parting hence ; and fee the Guards, *
By mee encampt on yonder Hill, expe®t Yo
Thir motion, at whofé Front 2 flaming Sword,

L P B
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In ﬁgnal of remove, waves fievedgironnd ; v

We may no loﬂgetftay go, wekeh Eve ;
- Her alfo T with' gengle Dreams liave ealm’ d
Portending goad, and all her fpirirscompes’c d
‘To meek fubmiffion ; theu at feafon fir -
Let her with theepartake what thou haft beard N
Chiefly what may concern her Faithtoknow,
The great defiverance by her Seed to come
( For by the Wlomans Seed ) onallMankind.
Thar gesmay live, which will be many dayes,
Bothin one Faith unanimous theughfad, =
‘With caufe for evids paft, yet much 'more cheer’ d
* With meditation on the happicend. :
He ended, and they ‘bozh defcend theHill 5
Defcended, Adam 10 ithe Bewre where Eve
Lay fleeging canbefote, buc found her wak't;
Ardthussmh mards ot fad Ibelnmroecav’d g
: Whanoc‘xhwmam& and whither wentft, I know
Por God is 260 in fleep, and Dreams advife,
Which he hash fent propitious, fome great good
Prefaging, fince wittvforrow and hearts diftrefs
Wearied I fell -afleep:- but now lead ony' Co
- Inmecdsao delay ;- with thee to goe, -
* Isto ftay heve ; Withou thee here to fay,
Isto go henae unmllmg thou to mee
. Artall things underHeav'n, all places thow,
Who for my witful crime art banifhc hence.
This further confolation yet fecure
Fearry hence ; “though all by mee i¢ loft,
Such favour 1 uaworchie am voutfaft,
By mee the Rromis'd Seed fhall all reftore.
- So fpake our'Mosher Eve, and _4dim heard
Wcll pleas'd, bu anfwcr d not; for now too nigh
Th’ Arch-=
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Th’ Archangel ftood, and from the other Hill
To thir fixt Station, all in bright array

‘The Cherbim defcended ; on the ground
Gliding meteorous, as Ev'ning Mift

Ris'nfroma River o're the marifh glides,
And gathers ground faft at the Labourers heel
Homeward returning. High in Front advanc’t,
The brandifht Sword of God before them blaz'd
Fierce as a Comer ; which withtorrid heat,
And vapour as the Zibyar Air aduft, :
Began to parch that temperate Clinie ; whereat
In cicher hand the haftning Angel caught .

'Our lingring Parents, and to th’ Eaftern Gate
Led themdire®, and down the Cliff as falt -

To the fubje@ed Plaine ; then difappeer’d.

They looking back, all th’ Eaftern {ide beheld

. Of Paradife, fo late thir happie feat,
Wav'd over by that flaming Brand, the Gate
With dreadful Faces throng'd and fierie Armes :
Som natural tears they drop'd, buc wip'd them foon
The World wasall before them, where to choofe
Thir place of reft, and Providence thir, guide : :
T hey hand in hand with wandring teps and flow,
Through Eden took thir folitarie way.

THE END.

v
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