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OBJECTIVES

1. To offer an intelligent and practical
alternative to socialism as practised
and preached by the Labor and
Australia Parties and as practised
by the Liberal and Country Parties.

2. To put principles before votes.




THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE

The aim of this Party is simple. It is to implement one
fundamental moral principle, and to implement that
principle fully and consistently. This fundamental prin-
ciple is that of non-interference. It can be stated thus:
‘No man or group of men has the right to initiate the
use of force, fraud or coercion against another man or
group of men’.

The implications and applications of this principle make
up the remainder of our platform.

The main problem facing Australia is government.
Government has become too big, too powerful and too
expensive. It is no longer the servant of the people,
but their master. Its record is one of aggression:
taxation, conscription, inflation, confiscation, etc.
Power-hungry people use government to exercise con-
trol over others; greedy people use it to gain personal
advantage over others; lazy people use it to sponge on
others; and pressure groups use it to enforce their will
on others.

All of us pay for government and all of us are dominated
by government.

We believe that as every man’s life is his own he should
be able to live that life in the manner of his own choice,
provided that he does not trespass on the freedom of
others. It follows that in a moral society the only proper
role of government is to protect the individual’s rights
from violation by force, fraud or coercion. We repeat
that this is the only proper role of government in a moral
society.

However, this goal will be achieved only after a gradual
process of change during which inefficient and unneces-
sary government activities, such as the Railways and
Post Office, will be phased out and replaced by private
organisations. This gradual reduction of the public
sphere will result in an increase in individual activity
and responsibility, especially as all forms of taxation
are progressively reduced.

It follows that as each of us owns his own life, the rela-
tionships that we have with others must be on the basis
of voluntary agreement. This is the only way in which
people may live in peace as free men and women.




1. INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND CIVIL ORDER

No conflict exists between civil order and individual
rights. Both concepts are based on the same funda-
mental principle: that no individual, group or govern-
ment may initiate force, fraud or coercion against any

other individual, group or government.
1.1.—— Individual Rights
1.1.1. The Right to Life

1.1.2,

The Right to Life is the source of all other
rights. The Right to Life means that each
person is the sole owner of his own life, and
of the values honestly gained therefrom; and
that no other man or group of men has any
claim on any portion of another’s life without
that person’s consent. There can be no con-
flict between these rights, as each man pos-
sesses equal rights. Conflict can only arise
through the violation of individual rights.

We uphold the unconditional recognition of
every person’s individual Right to Life and,
therefore, advocate the repeal of all laws
based on the assumption that a man’s life
belongs to the State or to Society. We
oppose any form of compulsion, conscription
or involuntary servitude.

Property Rights

Recognition of Property Rights in material
objects is the recognition of a man’s right to
exist; his right to pursue his own goals in his
own manner at his own discretion with what
is rightfully his to command. Just as the Right
to Life is the right to the property of one’s
own person, so the right to own material pro-
ducts is the right to sustain one’s life and to
keep the results of one’s own efforts. If the
right to use and to dispose of property is
controlled by others, the owner of property
ceases to be a free man. Therefore, we advo-
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1.1.3.

cate the unconditional recognition of property
rights, and the eventual repeal of all laws such
as those relating to death duties, land acquisi-
tion, etc., which are based on the assumption
that all property belongs to the State, or to
Society.

Liberty and Freedom

Liberty is the state where each man respects
the rights of others. Liberty is freedom from
coercion by other men, where men choose to
deal with each other only by mutual consent.

The concept “liberty” includes:

the freedoms of thought, speech and opinion
(including religion);

the freedom of association, which means that
all men are free to come together or to stay
apart as they choose, in any form or organisa-
tion they choose; for example, labour unions,
joint-stock companies, clubs, etc.:

the freedom to trade (a special form of asso-
ciation entailing an exchange of property
rights), and the freedom not to trade; includ-
ing the freedom to choose one’s employers
or employees, whether singly or together; and
the freedom to bargain on wages or on prices
by uncoerced mutual agreement;

the freedom to contract (a special form of
association entailing a voluntary future com-
mitment), which means that men are free to
commit themselves in contract to each other
in any manner they mutually choose and
determine:

the freedom of the press, of information, of
broadcasting, of the arts, of all forms of human
expression in any medium (a special form of
trade in certain products of the human mind),
which means that any man may offer for sale
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1.1.4.

1.1.5.

or use any form or type of expression pro-
vided that he does not violate the rights of
others (freedom of the press, etc., does not
imply that the media of expression or dis-
tribution should be made available to all and
sundry via the violation of the property rights
of others);

the freedom of movement, which means that
everyone has the right to move and reside
in any geographical location, provided he
respects the rights of others.

We believe that liberty is the only state proper
to man and therefore advocate the repeal of
all laws which restrict individual liberty and
which assume that man is free only inasmuch
as the State permits him to be free. Such laws
include those regulating censorship, educa-
tion, unions, compulsory voting, licensing,
tariffs and prices, wage and rent controls;
laws permitting government monopolies and
government supported cartels and price fix-
ing rings and laws relating to the registration
of books, newspapers, magazines, cinemas,
radio and television stations, etc.

Aboriginal Australians

We recognise that the rights of Australian
Aborigines have been violated frequently,
extensively and degradingly by successive
governments. We advocate the repeal of all
faws which violate individual rights. In par-
ticular, we advocate that land currently held
“in trust” by various governments be returned
to the Aboriginal Australians with full property
rights, including the ownership of minerals
below the ground.

The Rights of Children

All people are morally responsible for the
results of their actions. Therefore parents
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have an obligation to provide for the children
they have caused to be born into the world.
Therefore they have the responsibility to bring
their children to adulthood, the state of self-
sufficiency, to the best of their ability and
means. While parents are supporting a child
they are responsible for that child and have
authority over that child.

From birth, children are human beings and
have equal rights with all other human beings.

While a child is dependent on others he can-
not be fully self-sufficient. Notwithstanding,
every child has the right to leave home, to
seek employment unhindered by coercive
government intervention, to seek alternative
guardians, and to enjoy full rights of owner-
ship over his own property, and therefore the
right to seek redress against theft, including
thefts committed by his parents.

1.1.6. Discrimination

No law shall discriminate against any indi-
vidual on the grounds of race, colour, sex,
creed, etc.

1.1.7. Voting and Elections

Compulsory voting is an infringement of indi-
vidual rights. However, we maintain that all
residents wishing to vote in an election should
be required to register their intention to vote.
Such registration would not be binding. Its
sole purpose would be to prevent people
from voting more than once in any one
election.

We advocate voluntary voting and therefore
the repeal of laws which make voting
compulsory.

1.2.-——— Rights, Justice and the Law

In many respects the Australian legal system
is contradictory and complicated. There is no
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consistent concept of justice. The application
of the Law does not always guarantee that
justice is served.

Apart from the repeal of much legislation, we
advocate a complete streamlining of the legal
process on the basis of individual rights.
We advocate one fundamental principle: No
person, or group of persons, shall initiate the
use of force, fraud or coercion against another
person or group of persons. Only on the basis
of this principle can men be equal before the
law.

Thus, on the principle that every man is
responsible for his own actions, we maintain
that every person convicted of transgressing
the law must undertake to compensate fully
the victim or victims of his action for their loss.
(See 1.3.3. Criminal Justice.)

We further advocate the streamlining of the
legal process on the basis of consent. Where
plaintiff and defendant agree on the method
of adjudication of their dispute, whether trial
by jury, trial by judge(s) or decision by some
extra-legal agency, then the result of that
agreement will be binding and will have the
force of law, subject to the right of appeal.
In order to put these policies into effect we
propose the following addition to the Aus-
tralian Constitution which will be put to the
people via a referendum.

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION

Chapter IX

BILL OF RIGHTS

129 (1) Every living human being has the Right to
Life.

(2) The Right to Life subsumes and includes all
other Rights: The Right to own and dispose of
property, the Right to Liberty, and all the
subsidiary Rights that those Rights entail,
without exception.
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(3)

(4)

()

The Right to Life means that each human
being’s life is his absolute property, and his
alone, as are the values rightfully gained
through his exercise of his Right to Life.

Every human being will respect every other
human being’s Right to Life, which means
that no human being shall initiate force, fraud
or coercion of any description or in any
manner against another human being. Any
human being who so violates another’s Right
incurs a debt to that other human being which
he must repay.

The sole function of governments is to uphold
these Rights.

1.3.——— Crime

1.3.1.

Actions which do not infringe the rights of
others cannot be termed crimes. Such actions
not involving victims (“victimless crimes”)
are not crimes at all, but, by being so defined,
are merely attempts by one group of people
to control the lives of other individuals. There-
fore, we advocate:

The repeal of all laws restricting the voluntary
exchange of goods or services, including
trading hour restrictions.

The repeal of all laws restricting or controlling
any form of gambling.

The repeal of all laws which control or pro-
hibit any sexual activity, including homosexu-
ality and prostitution, between consenting
adults.

The repeal of all laws restricting or controlling
the production, transportation, sale, posses-
sion or use of any food supplement or drug.
The repeal of all laws setting up special clas-
sifications of foreigners, and the abolition of
all laws which place economic and social
restrictions upon them.
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1.3.2.

1.3.3.

Due Process

Until a person is proved guilty of a crime, he
should be accorded all possible respect for
his individual rights. Present safeguards for
the rights of the criminally accused must be
improved. Preventive detention and all similar
measures violate individual rights. Speedy
trials should be available to accused persons.

Losses suffered by any person arrested,
indicted, imprisoned, tried or otherwise
injured in the course of criminal proceedings
which do not result in his conviction should
be recoverable from the agency, person, or
persons laying the charges.

Criminal Justice

The purpose of any system of courts should
be to provide justice. The present system of
criminal law is based on punishment, with
little concern for the victim. The primary
emphasis should be changed from the present
“crime against society’’ to ‘‘crime against
individuals”. Thus, to implement this prin-
ciple, we advocate that:

The goal of the legal system, upon a deter-
mination of guilt, should be restitution to the
victim for his loss but only at the expense of
the criminal. Whether the restitution to the
victim be paid by the criminal as a result of
work in a free environment or as a result of
work with a restricted environment (e.g.,
gaol) should be a question for the court to
decide.

If a person is found innocent, the monetary
costs of his defence should be recoverable
from the party initiating the proceedings.

All laws relating to alleged conspiracies will
be reviewed to ensure that those which
infringe individual liberty are eliminated.
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1.3.4.

1.3.5.

1.3.6.

An objective scale for compensation defining
the relative values of such things as physical,
material, and psychological deprivations will
be devised, and then revised as necessary.

Involuntary Commitment

No person should be committed involuntarily
to a mental institution. The incarceration of
an individual not convicted of a crime, but
merely asserted to be incompetent, violates
the individual’s rights.

Subpoena and Jury Service

The power to subpoena witnesses will be
abolished as it compels attendance at trials
and thus violates the rights of those com-
pelled to give evidence. Coerced testimony
is forced labour and should be abolished.

Similarly, any form of compulsory jury service
is likewise forced labour. If individually nego-
tiated fees were paid to jurors and to wit-
nesses, coercion would not be necessary and
individuals would be more likely to assist the
processes of the legal system.

Penal Institutions

At present criminals are kept in prisons at the
expense of taxpayers, who include the victims
of these crimes. The criminal is not liable to
pay restitution, so the victim loses twice—
(a) through the crime and (b) through taxa-
tion for the upkeep of the criminal and often
also for the support of the criminal’s family.

Penal institutions will be used only for incor-
rigible criminals; there they will have to work
out their debts under supervision. Otherwise,
criminals will be allowed to work in their own
vocations and pay off their debts as deter-
mined by the courts. (See 1.3.3. Criminal
Justice.)

‘No man or group of men has the right to initiate the use of
force, fraud or coercion against another man or group of men’




2.

21.

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Political freedom is impossible without economic
freedom. Every government control is a control of
people. Every government intervention is an invasion
of personal liberty. The Party regards all forms of
government intervention as a violation of individual
rights. The majority of economic ills currently suf-
fered by Australians are traceable to many and varied
government attempts to ‘‘regulate” trade, “fix”
prices and wages, ‘‘redistribute’” wealth, ‘‘regulate”
the currency, “manage’ the economy, ‘‘direct” pro-
duction, “set” standards, and so on. The problems
of inflation, monopolies, cartels, price fixing, indus-
trial unrest and shortages are all caused by govern-
ment interference; they are the inevitable problems
which will always plague the present Statist system.

Government controls divide society into competing
classes and special protected interests which
deprive Peter to pay Paul and set one group of men
against another. Only in the free market can there
be harmony among men.

Monetary and Fiscal Policy
2.1.1. Taxation is Theft

Taxation (which is legalised coercion and
robbery by government) is no less immoral
than coercion and robbery committed by
private individuals. The greater one’s ability
and/or willingness to work, the greater one is
penalised by progressive taxation. This is
blatantly unjust. We believe that every man
has complete sovereignty over his own life,
and his own income, and that extortions,
regardless of motive, are inconsistent with
freedom.

We are committed to creating a moral social
system in which justice is the ruling con-
sideration in-all human relationships. As taxa-
tion is immoral and unfair we are committed
to working towards the immediate elimination
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2.1.2.

of sales taxes, capital gains tax, gift duties,
death duties, and the gradual reduction to an
absolute minimum of all other taxes, includ-
ing personal and company taxes.

Taxation can be replaced by:
(1) Fee-for-service payments; and

(2) Private bodies taking over many of the
present functions of governments.

Inflation and Recession/Depression

When the volume of money is increased,
prices rise in accordance with the law of
supply and demand. The visible effect is
a reduction in the value of the currency
measured in terms of its purchasing power.

As a result, everyone needs more money just
to maintain the same standard of living.

Government, with its monopoly control of the
money supply and the banking system, is
obviously the only group which is able to
inflate the currency.

On gaining office, we would halt inflation by:
ending the inflationary practice of deficit
spending by achieving a balanced or sur-
plus budget at all times;
putting an end to credit expansion by the
Reserve Bank.

Inflation, recession and depression are all
caused by government intervention in the
economy. Recession/depression is the inevit-
able result of inflation.

On gaining office we would speed recovery

from a recession or depression by:
removing all controls on wages, prices,
rents, incomes and interest rates; and
immediately eliminating sales tax, death
duties, gift duties, capital gains tax, and
gradually reducing to an absolute minimum
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all other taxes including personal income
tax and company tax;

repealing all restrictions on production and
trade, including factory hours, standards,
licensing, etc.;

reducing and eventually eliminating all
tariffs;

gradually removing all subsidies;

continually reducing the strength of the
Public Service;

gradually removing government support for
all business enterprises;

abolishing all government business mono-
polies.

2.1.3. Money and Banking

In order permanently to eliminate the threat
of inflation/recession/depression from the
Australian economy (the so-called “trade” or
“business” cycle) the Party will reform the
monetary and banking systems. As well as
providing for long-term stability and pros-
perity, these reforms will hasten recovery
from inflation/recession.

On attaining office, the Party will:

move gradually (so as not to cause undue
disruption to existing lenders and bor-
rowers) to eliminate government-supported
fractional-reserve banking, a system
whereby governments encourage banks to
lend more money than they possess;

restore confidence in the Australian eco-
nomy by replacing the Australian dollar
(based on nothing) with a new currency
(or a revaluation of the present currency)
based on an objective standard, such as
gold;

repeal the government’'s monopoly of the
money supply;
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abolish the Reserve Bank and repeal all
laws which create special privileges for
banks, thus ending the present government-
supported monopoly of the banking system.

On the attainment of these objectives, all
monetary and banking practice would be
guided solely by the fundamental principle.

2.2.——— Production and Trade

2.2.1.

2.2.2,

Free Trade

Political freedom is impossible without eco-
nomic freedom. We therefore advocate, and
will actively work towards, the long-range goal
of completely separating the State from the
economy.

Government controls are usually imposed on
the basis that they are vitally necessary, either
to protect the interest of consumers or to
effect a fair distribution of wealth in the name
of some unidentifiable public good.

In a free market, consumers with their choice
(whether to buy or to abstain from buying) are
the supreme controllers. Their choices ulti-
mately determine what is produced, in what
guantity and quality, and at what selling price.

In a free market, wealth is acquired, not at the
expense of a sacrifice by someone, but by
serving consumers in the best and cheapest
way. Only in a free market can economic
justice prevail.

Controls abridge the freedom of trade and
abrogate the rights of individuals.

Therefore, we advocate, and would work
towards, the abolition of controls on prices,
wages, rents, shopping hours, production
quotas, etc.

Government Licensing

The effect of government licensing is to give
financial advantage to a selected person, or
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2.2.3.

2.2.4.

to a group of persons, by preventing free
competition.

This action constitutes a flagrant negation of

the rights of individuals. Therefore, we advo-
cate the abolition of all such licensing.

Government Monopolies

Only government can establish coercive
monopolies, such as the post office and the
railways, which are inefficient, unreliable and

only exist because the government prohibits .

competition.

All laws preventing or restricting privately
owned business from competing with govern-
ment monopolies will be abolished. Govern-
ment services will then be gradually phased
out.

The government also props up many other
businesses, both government owned and
privately owned, by regulating competition
and preventing consumer choice.

All restrictions on competition and free
choice should be abolished.

Government has no place in competition with
the private sector or in the monopoly of
business activity.

On attaining office, the Party would, with all
deliberate speed:

repeal all laws maintaining government
monopolies;
offer for sale all government-owned pro-

perty as it becomes available and, thereby,
liquidate government debt.

Tariffs and Quotas

Tariffs and quotas are methods by which
governments subsidise one or more sections
of the community at the expense of others.
Tariffs and quotas, through interference with
free market forces, promote inefficient pro-
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2.2.5.

2.2.6.

duction and reduce competition by denying
to consumers the right to purchase, without
hindrance, the lowest priced goods available.

We advocate the gradual abolition of all
tariffs and quotas, thereby avoiding disrup-
tion. The Industries Assistance Commission,
the Department of Customs and Excise and
all other such agencies will be phased out.

Subsidies and Bounties

In common with all other government inter-
ventions, subsidies and bounties serve only
to benefit one section of the community at
the expense of others. Therefore, we advo-
cate their reduction and eventual elimination.

Standards

Any person who contracts to provide one
standard and intentionally delivers another of
inferior quality is guilty of fraud. Laws regu-
lating specific standards are unnecessary for
consumer protection of individual rights.

Minimum standards, when imposed, tend to
become maximum standards and so restrict
competition.

We advocate the immediate abolition of all
laws enforcing standards. (For Consumer
Protection see Section 3.6.)

2.3.——— Investment by Foreign and Multi-National

Companies

Any and all individuals and their companies
should be able to operate within Australia,
provided their claims to property rights are
justly transacted. These individuals or com-
panies may use and dispose of, within this
country or overseas, any investment, capital
gained, property owned or goods and services
produced here. While operating within our
territorial boundaries they will be subject to
Australian law.
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Reductions in taxation and the backing of the
Australian currency by an objective standard,
e.g., gold, will allow enormous sums of risk
capital to accumulate in Australia. Free mar-
ket forces, operating on the exchange rate,
will so depreciate the currencies of other
countries in relation to our own that access
to the local market will be on terms highly
favourable to Australians.

2.4.——— Reducing Government

On attaining office, the Party will:
Immediately abolish death duty, gift duty,
capital gains tax and sales tax, and gradually
reduce to an absolute minimum all other
taxes, including personal and company taxes;
and, as soon as possible thereafter, reduce
all other taxes until government activities as
far as practical, can be financed through
charges for special services rendered.

At all times, the Party will ensure that the
government spends no more than it receives.

Government expenditure will be continually
reduced. In addition to the measures outlined
elsewhere, the Party will, within 12 months of
attaining office, examine the functions of all
government departments, with a view to
gradually reducing them to five in number:
The Department for Defence Against Internal
and External Aggression.

The Department for the Review of Laws and
the Legal System.

The Department for the Reduction of Taxation.

The Department for the Reduction of Govern-
ment Control.

The Department for the Rehabilitation of Tax
Consumers.

(The latter four departments would be phased
out on completion of their roles.)
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3.

3.1.

GENERAL AFFAIRS

Government interference in domestic affairs should
be defined and limited by the fundamental principle
of non-interference: that no person or group of per-
sons has the right to initiate the use of force, fraud
or coercion against any other person or group of
persons.

Many domestic problems are caused or compounded
by violation of this principle by governments.

We oppose all government interference which
infringes upon the rights of individuals, and we will
gradually repeal all legislation that infringes upon
those rights. The role of government should be
limited to - protection of the rights of all people
within its territorial boundaries. All other affairs
should be the province of private individuals.

Labour Unions

Over the years, successive governments,
through industrial legislation, have permitted
labour unions to become a law unto them-
selves, privileged to breach contracts and to
coerce both employers and employees.

We recognise the right of all persons to form
voluntary associations of any kind and for any
purpose. We also recognise the right of all
persons to refrain from joining any associa-
tion. We therefore advocate the repeal of all
laws establishing compulsory associations of
any kind, including the Conciliation and
Arbitration system.

We believe that contracts between employers
and employees should be entirely voluntary,
but legally binding, like any other voluntary
contract.

We recognise the right of an employee to
withdraw his labour on the understanding that
he does not breach his contract of employ-
ment. Likewise, an employer may terminate
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a contract of employment provided that he
honours his obligations under the contract.

No man or group of men should be permitted
to use force, fraud or coercion to restrict
freedom of employment.

3.2.—— Broadcasting and Television

As the Australian Broadcasting Commission
is a government-owned and operated enter-
prise it will be offered for sale to private
operators. The Broadcasting Control Board
will be abolished.

In addition to selling the ABC, the Party will
recognise property rights in airwaves, and,
as an interim measure, transform the Broad-
casting Control Board into the Airwaves Pro-
perty Registration Office. APRO will define
all available broadcasting frequencies. Exist-
ing licence holders will have their property
rights recognised; all other frequencies will
be available for claim. All other laws regulat-
ing broadcasting will be repealed. After the
frequencies are defined and existing claims
recognised, APRO will be abolished.

3.3.——— Education

The present state education systems are far
from satisfactory. Common problems are:
insufficient funds, teachers, and facilities;
poor communication because of large
classes; high failure and drop-out rates; and
widespread discontent amongst administra-
tors, staff and students.

These systems contain numerous contradic-
tions. Uniform syllabuses do not allow suffi-
cient variety. Furthermore, they restrict both
teachers and students. Regulations always
restrict innovation. Zoning laws restrict choice
of school. Taxpayers either pay for, or subsi-
dise, schools. Little allowance is made for
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those taxpayers who are childiess or who
send their children to private schools. “Free
education” is not free—it is paid for by the
taxpayers.

In many ways, the present education system
violates the fundamental principle of non-
interference.

We advocate:
the immediate reduction and eventual
elimination of all State control, ownership
and subsidy of educational institutions;
the removal of all government syllabus
restrictions;

the eventual repeal of all zoning restrictions;

the removal of all government restrictions
applying to teacher training and qualifica-
tions, these being decisions for the owners
of individual schools;

that attendance at schools should be non-
compulsory and be a parental responsibility.

A free market educational system would be
a moral system. The market forces of supply
and demand would encourage growth, diver-
sity , experimentation and higher quality at
lower costs.

3.4.———— Pollution

Pollution may be defined as ‘‘the transfer of
matter or energy to the person or property of
another without the latter’s consent”. It, there-
fore, clearly violates the fundamental prin-
ciple of non-interference. Furthermore, the
pollution does not depend on arbitrary limits.

Any pollution is a violation of individual rights.
Proof of the source and identity of the polluter
must be obtained in order that effective legal
action be taken.

Pollution is the violation of the property rights
of the victim. Much of the current confusion
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(1)

(2)

surrounding the problem of pollution stems
from the facts that:

property rights are not adequately defined or
protected (see Section 1.1.2);

much of the property affected by pollution
lacks a specific owner, e.g., rivers, the sea and
air;

it is not easy to sue government departments
if they cause pollution.

We therefore advocate the following measures
as being necessary for the solution of pollu-
tion problems:

the development of objective methods for
the gradual transference to private owner-
ship of all currently unowned property;

the gradual repeal of all current laws relat-
ing to pollution and the full implementation
of a body of law to protect legitimate indi-
vidual rights (see Section 1);

the gradual abolition of the Department of
the Environment and Conservation, and all
similar regulatory bodies.

Concepts such as ‘“moral pollution” and
“aesthetic pollution” are not valid for they
are matters of individual choice, and do not
infringe upon the rights of others.

3.5.——— Conservation

The desire to conserve natural resources, or
man-made objects is not a valid excuse for
the violation of individual rights. We oppose
such violations as being contrary to the funda-
mental principle of non-interference. Specific-
ally, there should be no law that violates the
right of a person to dispose of his property as
he sees fit, provided that such disposal does
not infringe upon the rights of any other
person.
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As with pollution so with conservation. Much
confusion is caused when property is not
privately owned. Therefore we advocate:

that objective methods be devised for the
gradual transference to private ownership
of all currently unowned property, including
waterways, air space and “‘public” (govern-
ment) property;

that conservationists buy areas or re-
sources or buildings that they wish to
conserve;

that all current laws relating to the con-
servation, regulation and control of the
use, development, sale or production of
resources (including land, minerals, build-
ings, etc.) be gradually repealed.

3.6.—— Consumer Protection

The aim of consumer-protection laws is to
protect the rights of consumers. It is immoral
to legislate to “protect” consumers if, as a
consequence, the rights of producers are vio-
lated. The rights of one group of people can-
not take precedence over those of another
group of people.

The only laws needed are those required to
enforce the fundamental principle: that no
person, or group of persons, has the right to
initiate the use of force, fraud or coercion
against another person or group of persons.

In the realm of consumer protection, the
protection against fraudulent practices is
essential,

But since each person has the right to his own
life, laws designed to protect people from
themselves are unnecessary and immoral.
We advocate:
a review of all existing laws relating to
fraud to make them clearer, more under-
standable, and more enforceable by an
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3.7.

individual even against the largest corpora-
tion;

the repeal of all existing consumer protec-
tion laws that violate individuals’ rights,
including all laws designed to protect
people from themselves;

the repeal of all laws preventing profes-
sional people from advertising their ser-
vices;

the enactment of a body of law designed
specifically to protect individual rights
against all forms of fraudulent practice.

It should not be forgotten that in the free
market consumers would be further protected
because:

a good name is an asset to a business and
it can best be maintained by fair and honest
dealing;

the use of certificates, guarantees, and war-
ranties issued by manufacturers and sup-
pliers of goods and services are, in them-
selves, a protection to consumers;

both professional and non-professional
people can voluntarily form associations
for the specific purpose of maintaining high
standards, both in work and behaviour;

privately owned consumer protection
organisations producing journals and
magazines would proliferate in a free
market.

Welfare

The principle of individual rights has far-
reaching implications when applied to “Wel-
fare”. Put simply, its application means the
eventual termination of all government wel-
fare programmes.

All government welfare is paid for by taxation
or inflation in direct violation of the rights of
individuals. The claims of welfare recipients
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do not take precedence over the rights of
other individuals.

Insistence upon this principle does not mean
that we are indifferent to the plight of some
people. It means that we believe that it is
immoral to rob or to enslave one man for the
purpose of helping another.

We do not deny that the plight of the old, the
sick, the handicapped and the impoverished
is cause for great concern. The plight of most
of these people has been caused by their
exposure to a lifetime of confiscatory taxes
and duties. Government-caused inflation has
added to this plight.

Our fiscal policies, designed to permit every
man to control and plan his own life, will
restore dignity and self-respect to many who
would otherwise have been forced to seek
charity through impersonal and inefficient
welfare programmes, run by governments on
money extracted by force from taxpayers.

By freeing Australians from the crippling tax
burden imposed to provide inefficient and
impersonal welfare programmes, individuals
would be better able to make for themselves
adequate provision for sickness and old age,
especially in the absence of inflation.

We therefore advocate:

that government welfare schemes be gradu-
ally reduced and eventually replaced by
private charitable organisations;

that all laws relating to compulsory retire-
ment and minimum wages be repealed,
thus making it possible for many welfare
recipients to return to work and recover
their lost self-esteem;:

that it be recognised that in a free society
where the right to dispose of one’s income
as one chooses is not violated, people will
not only be in a better financial position to
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engage in and support voluntary welfare
schemes but will also be more willing to
do so.

It is naive to think that a few men in govern-
ment care more or can do more for any
deprived group than can be done by any con-
cerned group outside government.

3.8.—— Health

We believe that health is an individual matter
and that all government health schemes con-
travene individual rights.

Government hospitals should be offered for
sale. Thereafter they would be operated more
efficiently by private enterprise.

We therefore advocate:

that all government instrumentalities in the
realm of health care be replaced at the
earliest possible date by private organisa-
tions;

that recognition be given to the fact that, in
a free economy, people will be in a better
position to engage in and support voluntary
medical schemes which are free of govern-
ment control.

3.9.-—— Land, Building and Housing

Government regulations and controls on town
planning, land zoning and subdivision have
prevented the free flow of land to the market
place. The shortages so created have added
to high prices and personal hardship.

Government regulations and controls on
buildings, housing and services have created
unwarranted delays and shortages.

Government powers of acquisition and gov-
ernment restrictions on land use and sale
violate the property rights of owners. There-
fore, they cannot be tolerated.
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In many different ways, governments extort
large sums of money from individual property
owners, and from property transactions.
We therefore advocate:
the repeal of all laws relating to the produc-
tion, use or sale of land or housing, includ-
ing building codes, standards and regula-
tions, zoning laws, all registration laws,
stamp duty laws, land development regula-
tions, and resumption laws;
the sale of all government-owned housing;
and the sale of all land and public buildings
as they become available (as the Public
Service is reduced).

3.10.—— Agriculture

Government intervention in agriculture has
spelt disaster to many primary producers.

We advocate the repeal of all laws relating to
the production and marketing of foodstuffs
and agricultural products and the abolition of
all government-enforced quotas, levies, boun-
ties, subsidies and other such interferences.

3.11.—— The Public Service

Most government activities cannot be morally
justified as they infringe upon the rights of
individuals.

Furthermore, government departments are
notoriously wasteful and inefficient. Depart-
ments, boards, enquiries, statutory bodies,
trusts, commissions, etc., continue to prolifer-
ate. New government departments are set up
in an attempt to solve the problems created
by other departments. Individuals are com-
pelled by law to support this huge authori-
tarian bureaucracy.

Governments are the major offenders in creat-
ing the problems that they so ineptly attempt
to solve.
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The Public Service will be drastically reduced
to embrace only those agencies necessary for
the protection of individual rights. The func-
tion of government will be changed from the
role of the violator to that of the protector of
the rights of individuals.

Ample productive employment will be avail-
able to displaced public servants as govern-
ment restraints are lifted and private enter-
prise is left free to expand.

3.12.—— Nationalism

The concept of Nationalism is often used as
the reason for coercing individuals. “In the
national interest” has become the standard
excuse for tax increases, expropriation of
property, conscription of youth, and the many
and varied repressive controls and regula-
tions imposed upon individuals.

Nationalism can easily lead to the establish-
ment of a strong centralised government.
Historically, nationalism has been the prime
cause of aggression.

We do not accept the validity of such con-
cepts as ‘the common good” and ‘the
“national interest’”. We maintain that such
concepts are meaningless and, therefore,
invalid, and are only used as an excuse to
violate the rights of individuals.

Nationalism, however, need not be evil if it
springs, spontaneously, from individual pride
in a way of life. If there is to be a genuine
national feeling in Australia, it will be for an
Australia that is a free country in which indi-
vidual rights are respected and where people
are able to live in peace and harmony. If
emphasis is placed upon the individual, and
not on the State, then the irrational, militaristic
brand of nationalism will not appear.
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4. FOREIGN AFFAIRS

4.1, Foreign Aid
Since governments have no place in the pro-
duction and distribution of goods and ser-
vices, foreign aid programmes are not within
their jurisdiction. If individuals or groups of
individuals choose voluntarily to assist others,
they should be at liberty to do so.

4.2.-—— Military Policy
One of the proper functions of government is
to provide adequate and efficient protection
against foreign aggressors. The emphasis in
military matters should be on defence.

4.3.-———— Military Capabilities

Conscription is a coercive action against indi-
viduals and is unacceptable. The military and
para-military forces of the country will be
comprised of volunteers. We believe that if
men and women were free there would be
adequate incentive for them to defend their
freedom. If further incentive is needed this
will be in financial form.

4.4.—— Treaties, Alliances and International
Agreements
No treaty, alliance or international agreement
will be entered into which relinquishes any
portion of the sovereignty of our country, or
involves the use of our forces for foreign
intervention.

4.5.—— The United Nations
Ostensibly the United Nations was created as
a peace-keeping organisation. However, it
welcomes as members numerous aggressive
totalitarian States which advocate and prac-
tise slavery. Representatives of these coun-
tries hold many policy-making and executive
positions within the United Nations and are
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able to enforce their will on peace-loving
peoples of other countries.

That any freedom-loving individuals or groups
should be prepared to abide by immoral deci-
sions is blatantly irrational. We, therefore,
advocate that Australia withdraws, forthwith,
from the United Nations.

4.6.—— Immigration

We advocate the abolition of subsidies for
immigrants and barriers to immigration ‘for
those who are prepared to pay their fares and
support themselves on arrival. (Any immi-
grants who are unable to support themselves
on arrival will not be supported by the
government.)

4.7.—— Diplomatic Immunity

No one individual possesses more rights than
other individuals. Therefore, no individual or
group will receive any special treatment,
favour, sanction, privilege or immunity under
the law.

4.8.—— Foreign Travel

Although access to Australia is granted to all
people, other governments might not accord
Australians the same freedom.

Any Australians wishing to travel overseas,
therefore, would have to make their own
arrangements for such travel with the govern-
ments of the countries concerned.

4.9.——— Extradition

We apply the fundamental principle of non-
interference to all people. If a person enters
Australia and is accused of a crime in a
foreign country, he will be judged according
to our criminal code. If he is not guilty, he will
be offered sanctuary here; if he is guilty, he
will be deported or be required to compensate
his victim.
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We have outlined concepts based on morality
and reason which should be acceptable to
large numbers of thinking people. However,
we do not expect to achieve our aims imme-
diately, because the steady drift of power to
government has gained enormous momentum
over recent years, and this cannot be reversed
overnight.

Furthermore, the influence of government on
education has enabled many irrational con-
cepts to be implanted into the minds of both
young and old.

Working from hazy basic premises it may be
difficult for some people to grasp the true
significance of individual freedom.

Politicians and public servants talk glibly of
“mandates” to commit immoral acts, and treat
taxes as “‘trust monies” rather than as loot
extorted from individuals.

Our concepts are based on morality. We can-
not depart from our basic principles. Like-
wise, we cannot accept the concept that, by
statute law, immorality can be transformed
into morality. Rather, morality based on the
fundamental principle must at all times take
precedence over the law.

We state openly that we will encourage and
support to the limit of our capacity individuals
who, in support of our principles, place moral
issues before immoral statutes backed by
government force,
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This Platform is not a policy document. it is a declara-
tion of aims and ultimate objectives. To some, the
objectives may appear idealistic but every objective
can be achieved, in time, by a gradual process. This
will involve an educational programme to clear people’s
minds of the misconceptions that have been so care-
fully planted by government education programmes
and malicious media misrepresentation of facts.

Big Government is neither benevolent nor paternalistic.

It has become the master of the people and not their
servant. It must be cut down to manageable size. In
particular, it must be cleared out of the economy which
it has grossly mismanaged.

Government should protect Australia against foreign
invaders, protect individuals against criminals and
maintain law—but not ‘“order” people around.

The WP Platform can be altered, as laid down in the
Constitution of the Party, but it cannot be watered down
as the Liberal Party Platform has been watered down
over the years.

Platforms and Policies are different matters. Policies,
according to the Oxford Dictionary, involve ‘“potential
wisdom, statecraft, prudent conduct” and ‘“‘a course of
action to be adopted by a government or a party’’.

The policies of the WP will be directed towards ‘‘what
is immediately achievable and to what is ultimately
possible” in that order. Policies will be determined,
in keeping with the Platform, to produce gradual
change rather than abrupt alteration, but every policy
will be directed away from socialism and towards
individual freedom.

It is better to regain freedom a little at a time than to
lose it altogether and for ever.
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